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Bfter  the^had  retcbed  tb«ir  dCBtiiMtionF  OnlcM  be 
hul  ntiifmctory  reaioni  to  belieTe  it  wu  bia  intcreat,  he 
would  be  jjil  u  far  rrom  doing  this  t%  »  high-minded 
merchant  from  ■  western  city  would  be  from  uking  it, 
or  rreeirinit  it  if  offered. 

All  who  have  uiumed  (o  represent  the  feeling*  of  the 
merchanit  of  New  York,  embraced  b;  thi«  bill,  hni 
expreoly  dinvowed,  on  bebiir  of  those  merehantu, 
desire  or  even  ivillingneu  to  accept  of  the  proposed 
meawre,  h  a  bror,  boon,  or  ebarilf,  from  the  Go»*rn- 
ment.  Tbey  tay  they  rest  this  claim  upon  its  intrinaic 
justice)  that  it  ia  founded  on  cotrect  principle',  and  de- 
mand of  iis,  as  a  Fnatter  of  rig'ht,  the  passage  of  Ihis 
bill)  to  proTa  which,  they  saiuma  that  the  importer  is 
a  mere  agent  of  the  QoTernraenti  that  the  bond  he 
ecute*  for  duties  is  executed  under  a  lort  of  XcfpA 
•tninl;  that  hia  contract  is  not  voluntary.  Both  ofthete 
poiitioni  I  consider  allogethrr  untenable.  The  import- 
er cannot,  in  my  conception,  be  understood  to  sustain 
to  Ihe  Government  the  relation  of  an  agent  to  his  prin. 
eipal.  It  certainly  cannot  be,  ss  the  supporters  of  this 
measure  have  contended,  tbst  the  itnpoKer  austaius  to 
the  Federal  Qoremment  the  relation  that  the  collector 
of  the  revenues  in  the  States  does  to  the  Bute  Govern- 
ments. The  collectors  of  the  port*,  as  I  understand  it, 
answer  to  the  place  of  the  collector  of  the  revenues  in 
the  States  and  tbe  Importer,  to  every  intent  and  pur- 
pose, aniwers  to  the  place  of  tax  payer. 

The  eollectora  of  the  revenues  in  the  Stale  Govern- 
ment* have  no  riglit  of  pt^pert^  in  the  taxes  tbey  collect, 
■nd  are,  in  strictiiea*,  sgeiils,  just  a*  much  as  the  auc- 
tioneerts  tlie  sgent  ofi  he  owner  of  the  goods  which  he  sells, 
Anagent  lias  no  right  of  property  in  the  article  the  owner 
has  placed  in  his  bands:  tbe  owtier  has  the  entire  riRhtt 
and  Ihua  the  one  is  easily  distinguished  from  the  otber. 
Is  not  the  importer,  then,  to  every  possible  intent,  the 
ownerofbbimpqrledgDDds?  Can  he  not  keep  and  use 
them  himNlf,  ur  raiail  or  wboleialc  them  out,  or  refiue 
to  do  either,  at  his  own  optiun^  None  can  deny  tbis. 
And,  if  to,  how  can  it  be  contended  that  the  importer 
•ualains  the  relatian  to  thi«  Government  of  a  mere  agents 
It  really  aeem*  to  me  the  position  is  too  lelf^vidently 
bHaeiout  lo  be  susceptible  of  eluddatlon.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Mawaebusetls  contend*  that  it  is  tbe  spirit 
and  intention  of  Ihe  law  that  Ihe  consumer,  and  not  the 
importer,  should  pay  ihe  duty.  And  hence,  before  the 
good*  are  sold  lo  the  consumer,  if  they  are  destroyed 
by  Are  or  other  accident,  tbe  importer  should  be  re- 
leaaed  fi«m  Ihe  duty.  Now,  whilst  I  readily  admit  the 
practical  tftxX  of  imposing  duties  upon  importations,  in 
this  as  in  every  other  country,  i*,  that  Ihe  ctmnimer 
pays  it,  I  do  deny  that  Ihere  is  any  thing  in  the  spirit 
and  meaning  or  policy  of  the  laws  imposing  duties  on 
iniportationt  that  requires"  a  sale  by  the  importer,  or  a 
consumption  of  the  article  inportcd,  before  tbe  Gov- 
ernmant  ha*  a  right,  in  juatioe  and  in  law,  to  exact  its 

When  an  importer  ictraducesa  foreign  article  into  Ihis 
Government,  hs  acts  with  a  view  of  making  a  profit  by 
it.  If  it  be  in  great  demand,  be  perhaps  makes  a  heavy 
profit)  ',f  in  less  demand,  his  profit  diminishea  in  the 
•ame  proportion)  if  it  be  in  no  demand,  he  perhapa 
fails  In  his  sale,  and  luaes  upon  the  article-  fie  makes 
hia  importation  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  his  risks, 
and  only  doe*  it  because  of  his  conviction  that  the  pros- 
peel  of  a  good  profit  Is  greater  thai  the  probability  of 
a  low.  His  it  a  cbaadng  bargain)  and,  if  he  lose  by 
■I,  nothing  but  just  one  of  those  contingencies  which, 
In  the  nature  of  things  mmt  eecasionally  occur,  ha* 
transpired,  and  be  has  nn  Just  gruund  of  complaint. 
Suppose  *n  importer  introduce  a  quantity  of  some  ar- 
ticle Mibject  to  tiecome  worthless,  and,  after  he  entrrs 
it,  and  give*  his  bond  for  the  duty,  it  actually  become* 
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wortbless,  will  il  be  contended  tbe  importer  shall  be  re- 
leased from  the  duty,  because  the  article  had  not  gotten 
off  his  hands  before  it  apoiled?  Surely,  none  will  so  eon- 
tend.  As  well  might  it  be  contended  that,  if  such  arti- 
cle hid  enhanced  in  value,  the  Government  should  be 
entitled  lo  Ihe  Increased  value.  Such  risks  are  incident 
to  the  nature  of  the  business)  and  every  rational  nan 
who  engages  in  it  so  calculstei,  and  Isfs  his  profits  ac- 
cordingly. 

I  do  not  consider  thst  the  profit  or  per  eent.  whidi 
the  importer  makes  upon  hi*  importation  i*  the  conaid- 
eralion  that  lupportssnd  render*  valid  the  bonds  given  bjr 
him  fur  duties,  but  it  ia  tbe  privilege  ofimporiing,  and 
taking  the  chanoe  of  making  a  profit,  that  constitutea 
their  real  considentlon.  The  Government  does  not  un. 
dertake  to  guaranty  to  the  importer  a  tale  of  his  im- 
ported goods,  or  a  profit  upin  that  site.  None,  it  it  to 
be  presumed,  will  contend  tbat  the  importer  who  b*« 
failed  to  retliia  more  than  cost  and  carriage  for  bis  car- 
go, shall  claim  to  be  released  from  the  duties  he  owea 
hia  Qovemmenl,  because  he  was  unable  to  make  a  sale 
covering  cost,  carriage,  and  duly. 

The  consideration  ofa  bond  for  dulfe*  is  exactly  anal- 
ogous to  that  of  one  executed  foe  lottery  llcketsi  tbe 
purchaser  only  buys  a  chance  for  a  prlte,  and  not  the 
prize  itteir.  And  tbe  purchaser  ofa  ticket  could,  witb 
Just  as  much  propriety,  go  to  the  agent  of  those  who 
have  nude  a  lottery,  and  uk  for  his  money  back  aRet 
be  had  drawn  a  blank,  as  tbe  Importer  can  come  to  ut, 
sir,  at  the  agentt  of  Ihe  peopir,  lo  whom  alt  duties  be- 
long, and  Mk  us  to  forgive  him  bia  bond,  or  to  extend 
him  a  credit  averaging  four  year*;  for  it  will  be  bam« 
in  mind  that  thoae  who  have  advocated  this  bill  have 
avowed  an  intention  of  tustaining  another  bill  to  relcattt 
the  duties  on  all  goods  that  were  destroyed  in  the  handa 
ofthe  importert  and  no  sman  proportion  of  their  argu- 
ments have  borne  on  this  question.  But  further  to  elu- 
cidate my  understanding  of  the  practical  operation*  of 
the  chancing  bargain  of  the  imporler — tuppoie  tbos« 
sufferers  by  the  fire  in  New  York  bad,  aince  the  Are,  im- 
ported French  goods  lo  the  value  of  30,000,000  dalUrt, 
and  a  war  wiih  France,  or  a  total  exclution  of  all  French 
gooda  from  our  port^  had  been  determined  upon  by 
Congress:  would  not  those  importers  have  felt  them- 
■elve*  cnlitled  to  all  the  advantage*  accruing  lo  them  in 
such  a  conlingencyF  would  they  not,  as  tenable  men, 
bave  improved  their  fortuitous  position  to  make  a  much 
greater  profit  on  theie  importations  than  they  aalict- 
paled  when  Ihey  engaged  in  ibe  enlerpritef  And  trba 
would  ever  think  of  their  dividing  their  profiti,  tbna 
really  increatcd,  with  the  Govemmenl,  by  whose  imme- 
iate  action  those  profiti  were  enlarged^ 
The  gentlemait  from  MaMachusettt  sayt,  allhough  it 
Ihe  inlenlion  of  the  law  thai  Ibe  consumer  should  pay 
Ihe  duty,  and  not  the  importer,  yet  the  situation  of  tbn 
importer  is  tliogeiher  diflerent  from  the  meroliant  in 
Cincinnsti,  who  may  have  purchased  from  the  importeri 
the  Importer,  being  a  kind  of  agent  of  the  Government, 
has  a  right  to  demand  his  duties  back  of  the  Government 
if  the  goods  imported  be  consumed  before  aalet  but  if 
the  Cincinnati  merchant  buy  the  whole  cargo,  and  it  la 
consumed  by  fire,  whilst  bis,  though  per  hips  unre  moved, 
the  Government  ought  not  to  Intarfere,  because  one  i* 
a  sort  of  tgent  of  the  Government,  and  pays  the  duty, 
and  the  otber  does  not.  Is  this  not  rsther  a  distinctiun 
without  a  difTercnce'  In  neither  cue  bat  Ihe  article 
reached  the  htndsof  the  consumer.  And  if  the  gentle- 
man'i  argument  be  good,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  tbe 
law  tbat  the  consumer  should  pay  the  duly,  would  it  not 
as  much  defeat  that  intention  in  Ihe  case  of  the  Cincm- 
iiali  merchant  m  in  that  of  Ihe  New  York  importeri 
and  at  much  in  Ihe  eaie  of  Ihe  rillsge  merelnnrt,  who  1* 
perhaps  the  third  owner,  ns  In  either  intiancc' 
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.  But  it  if  contended  *fpM  by  (he  gentleman  from  tlM- 
Mchuielti,  lliat  (li>  law*  impiMing  dtitiei  operate  ■■  t 
legal  reHraint  on  the  nilurvl  riglit  or  Ihe  'imporlert  that 
be  ii  compelled  to  expcule  hii  bond  before  lie  canJand 
or  enter  nil  cargo,  and  Iherefare  the  bond  ii  no)  allo- 
icether  volunliry,  and  that  in  (hii  it  taienttally  diflen 
froin  an  ordinary  bond  given  to  a  private  creditor  by  hii 
debtor.  There  inay,  at  Srat  blu^,  be  an  apparent  dlf- 
ferenee  in  llie  two  caieit  but,  on  examination,  I  think  it 
vill  be  found  that  there  ii  no  eaaential  or  material  dif- 
ferenc*.  1  hold  tbat  a  roerchani  enlen  upon  the  pur- 
luit  of  bit  choaen  avocation,  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
hwa  bj  wbich  the  wiadoin  of  the  nation  has  regulated  lI. 
He  knowi  that  when  hia  thip  arrivei  in  port  lie  haa  to 
«seeute  hitbond,  with  approved iccurity,  for  the  dutiei 
on  hii  cargo,  before  be  can  land  or  enter  it  In  the  cut- 
tom-boute.  With  a  full  knowledge  of  all  (hi^  he,  a*  a 
free  agent,  laboring  under  no  legal  compulsion  or  re- 
itraint,  voluntarily  cnlert  upon  the  buiincu  of  an  im- 
porter, it  is  to  be  presumed  villi  a  knowledge  of,  and  a 
willingncM  to  comply  with,  the  lawa  reguUtinff  the  im- 
pDiition  and  collection  of  dutie*.  Hence,  with  great 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  ihe  bonunble  gentleman, 
I  cannot  admit  the  validity  of  hii  poiition,  that  the  con- 
tract between  the  importer  and  hii  Government  ii  not 
entirely  voluntary,  and  that  it  diRVra  eitentially  from 
one  between  a  private  creditor  and  debtor. 

Every  pumiil  has  its  peculiar  advanligca  and  dliad' 
vantagei.  We  find  the  rewards  of  labor  in  the  thou- 
tand  various  purauits  of  life,  from  the  bumble  day  labor- 
er up  to  the  most  enterprising  and  baurdous  merchant, 
are  grnerally  imill  in  proportion  to  their  certainty,  and 
enlarge  as  they  grow  more  uncertain.  Hence,  he  wbo 
is  content  with  the  meager  supply  of  Ihe  abiolute  neces- 
lities  of  an  humble  life  will  adopt  Ihe  purauit  of  a  day 
laborer,  because  the  reward  of  his  labor  ii  immediate 
and  certain!  he  draw*  each  niglit  the  wages  of  the  piat 
day,  and  relke*  to  his  bumble  dwelling  to  rest  from  his 
labor,  free  from  all  Ihe  cares  and  perplexities  lo  which 
others  ofiarge  poiaefsions  or  multifanou)  cngigemeitta 
are  subject.  He,  however,  who  is  not  content  with  hia 
condition,  will  perhaps  adopt  the  businen  of  a  tiller  of 
the  earth,  the  rewards  of  whoic  labor,  though  more  un- 
certain, and  not  to  immediate,  are  yel  larger  in  propor- 
lion  to  (heir  greater  uncertainly.  An  early  frost,  or  ao 
umisual  storm,  may  occailonally  sweep  from  him  the 
friutt  of  months  of  labori  yei,  at  such  occurrences  are 
rare,  and  Ihe  inducements  in  the  way  ofprofit  are  great, 
we  see  the  great  maas  of  our  fellow-ciiizeni  engaged 
in  agriculture.  But  when  Ihe  early  frotti  come,  and 
cut  ihort  the  crops  of  Ihe  farmer,  he  it  conicioui  that 
it  ia  nothiog  but  what,  from  (he  nature  of  his  businest, 
he  had  reaion  occaaionilly  to  anticipate,  and  never 
thinks  oT asking  the  Government  lo  supply  hit  loss.  So, 
again,  he  who  is  ambilioui  of  great  wealtli,  who  has  no 
relish  for  mediocrity,  and  who,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
liit  organiiation,  ii  happiest  when  motl  excited,  which 
ia  when  bii  proipects  of  gain  and  hope  of  profit  are 
greateil,  adopt*  the  pumiit  of  an  importer,  wno,  whilst 
ne  ditret  undividedly  the  immense  profits  attending 
protperiiy  in  his  purtuii,  ihouldnot,  as  a  Just  man,  when 
adversity  comes,  desire  his  fellow-citizent,  wiitch  ia  but 
another  name  far  hit  Governmenl,  to  remunerate  him  for 
hi*  lusses.  I  cannot  perceive  tliil  hia  eUini  for  relief 
liatany  more  foundation  in  principle  and  justice  than 
that  01  the  farmer  whose  crop  hBi  been  cut  ihort  by  the 
f^«tts  or  an  unfavorable  season. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  warehousing  syttem  of  Eng- 
land, about  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  exhlliit- 
ti  much  learning,  1  will  barely  remark,  that  the  only 
material  piMlicM  difference  between  It  and  our  irstem 
.  it,  that  Ibere  the  risk  of  Ihe  importer  is  Icn  than  in  Ibii 
country,  and  he  layi  a  l«it  profit  to  cover  that  less  risk. 


Our  merchants,  enlightened  and  intelligent,  aa  the  gen- 
tleman has  jutt  said  they  are,  lay  a  profit  upon  their 
business  that  bean  a  proprr  proportion  to  their  risk :  as 
evidence  of  which,  lake  the  importers  of  goods  lo  Ihit 
country  for  the  last  twenty  yearsi  look  at  the  amount  of 
capital  invested  by  them  in  Ibeir  buaineaa,  and  then  see 
whether,  under  all  Ihe  auppoaed  hardahipi  of  our  sya- 
lera.  the  same  amount  of  capital  hat  been  employed  by 
me  number  of  men,  with  any  thing  approaching 
me  profit.  It  cannot  be  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
by  partial  and  individual  legislation,  to  contribute 
amassment  of  overgrown  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
any  particular  class  of  its  eitiiens.  The  people  in  every 
community  are  most  happy  when  there  is  leaat  inequality 
in  iheir  wealtlii  and  aa  the  happineaa  of  the  people  ia  the 
prime  object  of  Ibis  Government,  we  should  be  slow  to 
indulge  in  a  course  of  partial  legislation,  calculated  ta 
defeat  that  great  object.  Our  Government  liaa  a  juat 
and  natural  right  to  demand  of  its  importera  duties  upon 
their  importationa,  in  return  for  Ihe  million*  of  dollars  it 
annually  expends  in  protecting  and  affording  facilitiet  to 
their  commerce,  among  the  most  conspicuous  item*  of 
which  stsnd  the  expenies  of  our  navy  and  our  diplomatic 
corpa.  It  is  unjust  that  Ihe  Government,  which  Is  but 
another  name  for  the  whole  people,  should  lay  out  and 
expend  millions -annually  for  the  pro'.ectlon  of  •  portion 
of  Its  eitiaens,  in  a  particular  purauil,  and  get  Botbing  in 
turn  for  it  lo  Ihe  common  Treasury. 

The  honorable  gentleman  further  insists  on  the  pro- 
priety of  this  measure,  because  of  the  immenie  amount 
which  the  port  of  New  York  has  yielded  to  the  Treaa- 
ury,  exceeding,  as  we  are  informed,  1360,000,000,  and 
now  annually  equalling  one  half  of  all  Ihe  duties  of  the 
Government.  And  It  is  urged  with  great  xeal  and  ear- 
nestness upon  Ihe  Government,  tbatmercbants  wIh>  have 
done  this  much  have  a  right  to  claim  it*  special  protec- 
tion. Mow  mark,  Mr.  Cbsirman,  tbat  Ihe  friends  of  Ih'ia 
bill  have  contended  that  Ihe  spirit  and  meaning  of  lite 
laws  imposiog  duties  on  importa  are,  that  the  consumer 
sliall  pay  tlismi  and  alladmit  thai,  in  general,  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  these  Isws  is,  that  the  consumer  psys 
the  first  costs,  the  carriage,  the  profits  of  all  the  inter- 
mediate owners,  and  the  duty  of  the  Government,  on 
every  thing  that  is  imported.  If,  then,  this  be  c 
can  it  be  said  that  New  York  isentilled 
paying  the  tules  and  aupporting  Uie  Go* 
the  products  of  the  tiUera  of  the  earth,  sir,  that  ^ 
abroad  and  return  in  the  shape  of  foreign  comnradiliea 
through  the  port  of  New  Vork,  that  fill  your  eofi'erst  and 
New  York  cultecta  and  pays  over  to  the  Government  tlie 
duties,  and  then  turns  round  and  **ys  the  is  the  support- 
er of  the  Govemntcnt  Uoei  she,  lir,  do  this  tervice 
without  compensation,  that  ahe  ahould  claim  so  much 
merit  for  it?  Let  ua  look  into  this  nialler.  Sbc  keepa 
for  her  trouble  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  collecleil, 
and  this  is  the  lowest  esiimste  that  is  placed  on  tbe  ex- 
pense of  collection)  so  thai,  in  truth,  we  perceive  that 
ahe  has  charged  ut  at  least  (36,000,000,  fur  the  servicei 
rendered  ui  in  collecting  and  paying  our  own  money! 
Ami  yet  we  are  asked  to  pass  this  measure  for  her  bene, 
fit,  wbich  ia,  in  effect,  a  donation  of  upwards  of  ^18,000. 
i,  for  one,  am  opposed  to  this  extension  of  the  credit  on 
these  bonds,. upon  principle,  and  because  I  think  the 
precedent  will  involve  the  country  in  immense  trouble* 
and  difficulties)  but  if  it  be  extended,  I  insist,  in  justice 
to  the  balance  of  tbe  citizens  of  this  Government,  that 
the  obligors  be  renulred  to  pay  interest  upon  their  bonds. 
We  have  heard  much  siiil,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  com- 
mendalion  of  the  city  of  New  Yorki  she  has  been  justly 
called  the  London  of  America.  We  are  Inil^  told  that 
ahe  belonga  alike  to  all  the  ciliien*  of  out  wide-spread 
republic,  and  that  every  one  has  cause  to  be  proud  of 
Iwr.    Iler  rrpreicntatifct  tell  u*  that  ahe  ia  so  complete. 
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}y  the  liMrt  of  lhe«e  United  9Ule»,  tti»t  ■  ilemnKfinenl 
of  »ny  of  her  functions,  like  a  der«ngenient  of  the  he»!th- 
ful  operations  of  the  functions  of  Ihe  huni»n  heAt,  will 
be  severely  felt  hy  all  Ihe  different  members.  We  »re 
told  th»l  every  cily,  tIIIs^,  »nd  himlet,  in  the  land,  will 
feel  the  effeeli  of  this  ciUmity,  unlets  we  eslend  the 
relief  conlempltled  by  this  bill.  We  hive  been  told 
Ihftt  a  large  proportion  of  the  banking'  cspitsi,  upon 
which  the  enterprise  and  the  biiiineu  of  the  West  and 
Souihweat  are  predicated,  belongs  in  New  York)  and, 
unleis  she  is  relieved  by  our  timely  interposition,  that 
Ibis  portion  of  the  Union  is  to  feel  (he  shock  with  pecu- 
liar force.  We,  the  representatives  from  Kentucky, 
have  been  admomshed  to  look  before  we  lespi  and  see 
that  our  opposition  to  this  bill  does  not  conflict  with  the 
best  inleresli  of  our  canstiltients,  and,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, amount  to  a  misrepreaenlalion  of  Ihem.  We, 
sir,  are  advised,  in  a  moat  special  and  significant  manner, 
by  the  genllemin  from  New  Turk,  that  very  much  of 
our  banking  eBpiUl  belongs  to  that  city,  and  that  the 
vacuum  occasioned  by  the  late  destruction  of  capital  there, 
unlen  tliis  measure  should  he  successful,  must  and  will 
be  supplied  by  funds  withdrawn  (by  the  New  York  capi- 
talists) from  ihe  West. 

I,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  not  unspprlzed  (bat  a  heavy  pres- 
sure in'New  York  would  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  people 
of  Kentucky,  and  by  no  portion  of  (hem  so  sensibly  as 
my  immediate  constituents,  the  citizens  of  the  city  of 


table  resources  of  the  West,  and  most  particularly  of 
Kentucky,  which  ((  hope  I  miy  be  permitted  to  say, 
without  incurring'  the  imputation  of  egotism,  what  all 
impartial  writers  hive  said}  is  the  garden  of  the  warld- 
The  history  of  the  world,  under  similar  cit  cum  stances, 
■>r,  presents  no  parallel  (o  (lie  rapidly  increasing  popu- 
lation and  commerce  of  this  city,  which,  air,  though  for 
months  in  tlic  dry  season  of  every  year  is  inaccenible, 
except  for  boats  of  a  small  size,  has  more  thin  doubled 
her  population  of  10,000  lince  the  censut  of  1830,  and 
now  possesses  more  commerce  liy  one  fourth  than  her 
very  flourisliing  and  enterpriaing  siiter,  Cincinnati, 
which,  in  1B30,  poiieised  a  population  near  three  times 
as  great  is  hers-  I  am  proud  of  a  station  upon  thia  floor 
as  the  representative  of  such  a  cilyt  and  as  long  as  I  am 
honored  with  its  confidence,  its  beit  interest  shall  find  in 
me,  though  a  feeble,  yet  %  devoted  and  asaiduous  advo- 
cate. But,  sir,  I  thoiild  feel  myself  an  unworthy  repre- 
sentative of  my  const itiienls,  who  coniider  of,  and  act 
upon,  every  aubject  connected  with  the  public  interest 
with  expanded  and  enlirged  views,  were  I  not  to  act 
upon  this  subject  with  views  which  I  consider  to  be  cor- 
respondingly liberal  and  enlarged.  I,  sir,  however,  do 
not  consider  that  we  act  upon  this  subject  with  views  suf- 
ficiently enlarged,  when  we  confine  the  operation  of  this 
measure  to  the  present  effects  to  be  produced  upon 
New  York,  and  such  other  aections  as  may  feel  the  con- 
sequences of  the  late  firei  but  we  should  look  forward 
to  Ihe  effects  Ihat  (his  act  is  to  have  as  a  precedent  to 
fu(ure  legislation  In  thia  hall.  I  believe  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  collection  of  our  duties  are  not  imwise.  1  be- 
lieve tbey  reflect  the  imare  of  enlightened  public  opin- 
ion, upon  which  all  the  Tiwi  uf  (hia  Government  resti 
but  if  they  are  wrong  and  oppressive,  Ut  ut  change  the 
system,  and  let  it  be  uniform  m  its  operation,  so  that  the 
citizens  of  every  Stsle,  whether  represented  on  this  floor 
by  (he  influence  and  votes  of  one  or  forty  members, 
shall  experience  equal  benefits  from  it. 

Then,  sir,  I  do  ailmit  that  this  fire  will  produce  a 
preiiure  in  New  York,  and  ihat  its  effects  will,  in  some 
degree,  reach  my  constiiuentsi  and  th.it  the  propoied 
measure  would,  to  some  extent,  alleviate  that  pressure. 
But,  fir,  it  doei  nut  hence  fcllow  that  1  can  nipport  it; 


it  does  not  follow  that  my  constituents,  if  standing  in 
person  here,  would  support  it.  I  know  them  well 
enough  to  assert,  ind  I  do  assert  with  pride,  as  their  rep- 
resentatives that  setf-inlerest  is  no  unerring  test  of  their 
support  of  a  particular  measure,  and  (hat  they  would  not 
hesiiate  to  oppose  this  bill,  even  thouj^h  they  were  the 
immediate  sufferers,  and  were  intended  to  be  the  reupi- 
en  Is  of  (lie  fsvur,  if  they  thought  it  urong  in  principle 
and  bad  in  policy.  Therefore  t  oppose  the  hill,  believ- 
ing, as  [conscientiously  do,  that  1  could  not  vote  for  it 
except  in  violation  of  impottant  principles   and  aound 

But,  sir,  let  us  consider  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be 
another  very  weighty  objection  to  this  bill.  It  will  be 
seen,  by  the  first  section,  that  every  mercltant  who  baa 
suffered  a  loss  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  dollars 
shall  have  credits,  equal  to  an  average  uf  four  years,  on 
(he  whole  amount  of  his  bonda,  from  and  afier  diey  fill 
due.  Now,  suppoae  an  importer  is  indebted  (50,000 
for  duties  (o  the  Gorernment,  and  has  lost  $1,000  by  the 
fire,  calculating  the  u>e  of  his  money  worth  to  him  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  he  makes  a  nelt  pruBl,  over  and 
above  hit  Ion,  offlUOOO.  And  off  of  whom?  The 
people — the  righful  owners  ofit,  (o  whom  it  Is  always 
worlli  at  least  ilx  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  who  Imve  as 
much  right  to  Ihe  interest  as  the  principal. 

I  hold,  as  il  respects  the  second  section  of  this  hill, 
unless  Ihe  credit  asked  is  extended  with  the  sole  view  of 
belter  securing  (he  collection  of  bondt  embraced  by  it, 
(hat  (here  is  no  more  propriely  in  extending  the  propo- 
sed credit  than  in  taking  the  amount  of  (3,000,000  out 
of  the  Treasury,  and  loaning  it  to  Ihe  merchants  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Cincinnati,  or  Louisville)  to  do  which  we  are 
prohibited  by  considerations  of  policy  not  less  than  those 
111  character, 
of  the  number  who  believe  tint  a  check 


effects  on 

all  parts  of  Ihii  Government  which  some  aeem  la  anti- 
cipate. Whilst  I  am  the  last  to  desire  a  cilimily  (o  befall 
New  York(  whilst  I  am  entirely  content  that  she  may  en- 
joy and  improve  (liose  benefits  which  nature  has  given 
her,  I  should  be  hippy  to  witness,  in  Uostnn,  Ftiiladel- 
phis,  and  Baltimore,  rival  cities,  commanding  an  equal 
commerce  and  an  equal  po>er.  1  must  conleis,  occur- 
rences liave  transpired,  and  ideas  have  been  siiggeiled, 
in  connexion  «i(h  the  power  and  importance  of  that 
city,  which  hive  rither  aroused  my  apprebeniians. 

We  are  told  she  Is  the  heart  of  this  nation,  and  to  al- 
low her  commercial  operations  to  become  deranged  ii 
to  derange  every  member  of  this  whole  Union,  in  all  iis 
ramiRcationsi  (ha(  already  she  has  extended  to  the  West 
and  South  loans  and  accom-nodations  to  (he  Kmuun(  of 
twenty-nine  milliona  of  dollars,  and  already  do  we  hear 
the  re  present ativea  of  the  people  admonislied,  iliat  if 
they  do  not  attend  to  (he  present  demand  of  (he  city  of 
New  York,  their  constituents  will  feel  (he  effects  of  a 
refusal.  How  long  will  it  be,  if  the  eondiiues  (o  in. 
creaaeln  her  commerce,  and  popu!a(ion,  and  power,and 
money,  as  in  years  pas(,  before  ahe  can  come  into  Ibii 
hall,  and  say,  through  her  representatives,  tliat  (he  inter- 
est of  this  cily  of  ours  requires  this,  that,  ur  the  other, 
legislative  assistance,  perhtps  the  u«e  of  twenty  or  fifty 
millions  of  dotlari,  as  a  loan  from  Ihe  Government,  wi(h- 
i>u(  interest,  fur  four  or  forly  years,  in  order  to  luttsiii  her- 
self under  her  "  much-abused  spirit  of  enterprise,"  and 
to  admonisli  41  mijority  uf  the  members  that  if  ihey  re- 
fuse the  demand,  their  conililuenta,  who  liave  the  use  of 
millions  ot  New  York  money,  will  be  made  to  feel  the 
elTecti  of  the  refusal? 

I,  for  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  do  protest  in  my  place 
against  New  York,  or  any  other  city,  advancing  lo  luch 
an  eminence  of  power.     I  hope  never  to  si-c  any  city  in 
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tbCK  United  Slilei  niitiin  lo  them  tlie  relition  Par'u 
■uiUmi  to  France.  God  forbid  that  New  York  shall  ever 
become  «h*t  the  idvocvlei  of  this  meiiiire  bave  denom- 
inaled  It — the  sime  In  our  political  ij'item  which  the 
lietrtii  lo  the  ciirporeil  &yitem. 

We  have  heard  much,  Hr.  Cliairmin,  from  a  certain 
qtiirter,  though  not  from  Maaaachuielts,  ibuiit  a  money- 
ed corporation  wielding  danfc'rout  powera  that  were 
likplf  to  OTerthadow  the  librrtiei  of  the  people.  I  ahould 
be  pleased  to  know  whether  the  gentlemrn,  who  were 
in  by-gone  diya  ao  letiiiliTe  about  moneyeil  influences, 
are  now  to  be  found  anionic  the  number  wlioare  admon- 
iihin^  the  Weit  to  mark  well  their  cotine  on  thi*  aubject, 
•nd  «ee  that  the]'  du  not  run  eounier  to  the  intereata  of 
their  constiluenla.  We  hive  been  told  Ihat  New  York 
hai  acted  the  part  ofa  kind,  fond.  Indulgent,  and  confi- 
ding mulhrr,  lo  the  cit!ei  and  villages  of  the  Weil.  I 
do  not  with,  lir,  lo  create  any  Eeclional  jealoiiiiea  upon 
lliii  or  any  oilier  aubject  llial  comes  before  lliia  Hoiiae, 
for  I  cnnlider  it  %n  improper  mode  of  legialationt  but  1 
will  barely  remarkt  that  whllit  I  have  Itarned  ibere  is 
much  of  enlerpriee,  induitry,  and  prudent  flnancierinf^, 
in  the  New  York  eharactrr,  1  had  not  read  lo  far  into 
their  hiaiory  aa  lo  aaceriain  ihal  they  were  in  the  habii 
of  t-ktending  tbeirkindneu  and  indulgence  much  farther 
than  Ihe  diclalea  nf  intereaC  might  chance  lo  auggesl. 
I  luppoie  Ihe  merchsnta  oF  New  York  oceaiionally  ex- 
tend lime  to  their  wealern  customers  after  Iheir  obliga- 
tiona  fall  due,  but  t  have  not  within  my  recollection 
beaid  Ihem  cliarged  with  refuiing  a  little  interest  by  way 
Ofindemnily  for  Ihe  forbearance.  And  we  in  the  Wrat 
aajr  to  Ihe  merchants  of  New  Tork,  IF  it  be  inconvenient 
to  pay  your  bonds  when  they  fall  due,  it  ii  hut  just  you 
ahould  pay  interest  for  the  indulgence. 

The  gentleman  from  Missachuietlt,  as  in  idJitional 
reason  why  Ibis  bill  should  pass,  brings  to  the  view  of 
the  House  the  immense  loai  which  the  fire  has  caused  to 
NewTorki  be  has  told  us  loset  down  the  deslmrlian  of 
goods  and  building*  at  #25,000,000,  (which  I  think  ex- 
ceeds by  «S,000,OOOany  previous  eilimate  I  have  heard,) 


1  Ihe 


it  thai 


would  give  metchanis  of  gooil  character,  and  alio  the 
amount  or  profit  thai  such  a  capital  would  rrasnnably 
have  yielded  merchanta  well  establiihtdin  business,  and 
the  additional  loss  conscqueni  on  the  deEtruclion  nf  llieir 
account  boolit  anil  papers,  and  the  amount  would  be  si- 
lounding.  I  a^ree  Ihat  Ihe  lo«s  to  New  Tork  tiaa  been 
immensei  but  it  would  very  much  puaziethe  gentleman 
from  Maasachuaetls,  learned  and  able  as  all  admit  him 
to  be,  to  demonslrate,  lo  the  satisfaction  nf  an  impartial 
judge,  thai  New  York  can  lusliin  herielfunder  such  a 
losi,  amountinf!:,  if  his  cslculitions  be  not  magnified,  lo 
St  least  (100,000,000,  and  yet  be  unable  lo  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  (lovrrnmenl  to  the  amount  of  between 
three  and  four  millions.  If  they  can  maintain  their  credit 
iinimpaired  under  all  tlieie  lossesi  if,  ss  it  seem*  to  be 
admitted  on  all  hands,  not  a  failure  has  occurred,  ao  far, 
among  alt  the  Government  debtors,  it  teems  to  me  that 
gentlemen  who  have  warned  us  to  paaa  Ihe  bill,  orgreat 
losses  must  be  incurred  by  the  Government  from  the 
faiUire  of  Iheae  merchanla,  are  rather  disposed  to  deal 
in  fancy  more  than  in  reasonable  cslculations,  predica- 
ted upon  probabilities. 

The  gentleman  from  Haasichnselis  liss  felt  himself 
called  on  to  give  Ihe  );enlleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Hr. 
Piatca]  a  genlle  rebuke  for  the  course  he  hai  seen  prop- 
er to  adopt  upon  litis  subjecl<  he  aeems  to  ihink  Ihe  ef- 
fort of  Ihat  gentleman,  in  proposing  an  amendment  lo 
the  bill,  waa  intended  to  excite,  in  oilier  claaaei,  a  pre- 

f'udice  against  Ihal  class  of  the  community  fur  whose  re- 
iefit  <ras intended.  Now,  sir,  whilst  I  trust  I  bhalt  ever 
he  the  last  man  on  this  floor,  or  elsewhere,  lo  say  or  do 
■ny  thing  with  a  view  ofexciling  the  meclianie  or  firm* 


er  Bj^inst  the  merchant,  of  uiy  one  portimi  of  Ihe  com- 
munity igainat  other  portion),  engaged  in  JifTrrent  piir- 
auita,  (for  1  con«der  they  are  all  necessary  to  make  up 
a  prosperous  communily,  and  are  dependent  on  each 
other  for  their  prosperily,)  I  do  moat  honeilly  accord  in 
opinion  with  thai  gentleman,  that,  instead  of  bestowing 
our  charity  on  importing  merchants  who  ate  untouched 
by  the  fire,  we  could  with  much  propriety,  if  we  hat) 
Ihe  constitutional  power  to  dispense  charity  to  any,  ex- 
tend il,  in  the  present  instance,  to  the  helpless  wldowa 
and  starving  orphans,  whose  whole  mesns  of  subsistence, 
vested  in  the  insurance  offices,  as  the  only  atoeka  in 
which  their  limited  resources  would  jrield  tliera  a  sup- 
port,  were  in  one  night  swept  from  exialence,  and  ihey 
thrown  faiherleaa,  friendless,  and  penniless,  upon  iba 
cold  charities  of  Ihe  world. 

When  Hr.  Gmirxs  had  concluded — 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Whether  I  ahould  agree  with  gen- 
tlemen who  have  preceded,  upon  llu  subject  of  Ihe 
warehouse  system,  or  not,  la  a  question  which  need  not 
now  be  decided.  And  atihough  much  has  been  atid 
in  regard  lo  the  payment  oT  duKes,  whether  it  be  the 
importer  or  the  eonsumer  can  liave  no  InBuence  with 
ir.e  in  the  formation  of  my  opinion  upon  ihe  subject 
now  under  conmdention.  II  wilt  be  Ihe  best  time  to 
diacut)  those  aubjecia  when  they  aball  come  before  the 
House  with  more  relevancy. 

The  design  of  the  bill,  upon  which  weave  now  called 
upon  to  act,  ia  to  grant  relief  lo  those  wbo  have  suffer- 
ed by  Ihe  recent  calamitoua  fire  at  Ihe  city  of  New 
York;  and,  excepting  the  proviso  in  the  Brat  section, 
presents  two  questions,  and,  in  my  opinion,  only  two 
questions,  which  require  an  inawer.  The  first  ia, 
whether  Congress  has  the  power  to  grant  Ihe  relier 
which  is  solidtedi  and  the  other  is,  uheibor  it  be  ex- 
pedient ao  lodo. 

I,  sir,  entertain  no  doubta  as  to  the  constitutional  pow- 
er of  Com^reii  to  grant  all  relief  which  Ihia  bill  propusea 
to  give,  excepting  what  i*  contained  in  Ihe  proviso  to 
which!  have  alluded. 

All  thai  i«  contemplated  by  Ihe  bill,  excepting  Ihe 
proviso,  ia  to  grant  lo  Ihoae  who  have  suffered  by  Ihe 
late  diatresaing  fire  at  the  city  of  New  York  an  exten- 
sion of  credit  upon  all  bonds  which  have  been  given  (o 
secure  the  payment  of  duliea,  and  which  Ihey  now  owe 
lo  Ihe  GoTercment.  In  this  particular,  Consresa  ought 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion.  It  Is  not  improbsble 
Ihat,  ahould  the  Government  press  this  unfortunate  ciaaa 
of  debtors  lo  make  immediate  payment,  much  might 
be  lost,  which  otherwise  would  ultimately  be  saved  Tor 
the  benefit  of  the  country.  Every  man  who  is  actjuaint- 
ed  with  buaineas  knowa  thai  leniiy  orteniimes  la  pro- 
ductive of  greet  good,  both  to  the  creditor  aa  well  as  Ihe 
debtor.  Such  I  doubt  not  would  be  Ihe  case  in  Ihe  pres- 
ent instance.  So  br,  therefore,  t  think  we  may  aafely 
fiillow  Ihe  examples  which  have  been  set  before  ua  by 
the  action  of  Congress  in  previous  years.  The  gentle- 
min  from  New  York,  who  made  some  yerf  sppropriite 
remarka  upon  this  subject  Ihe  other  day,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  aimil a r  relief  which  had  been 
Rranled  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  which  I  have 
the  honor  lo  reside.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  in  ihe  yean  of 
1803,  laor,  and  1813.  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  was  visited  by  very  calamitous,  destructive, 
and  dislreasing  firest  on  two  of  which  occasions  Cun- 
greas  readily  granted  relief  lo  Ihe  aufferera  by  extending 
the  time  of  payment  of  all  bonds  then  due  at  Ihecuslom- 
houae  fur  one  year,  and  for  one  year  only-  Thia.  bill 
proposes  to  extend  Ihe  lime  of  payment  of  similar  bonds 
from  three  lo  five  yeara.  Tlie  principles  involved,  how- 
ever, are  the  same,  whether  il  be  for  one  or  furfiveyeira. 
And  if  Congress  have  the  right   lo  extend  the  time  of 
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parment,  to  tboM  who  owe  the  GoTcmnent,  for  one 
yeir,  it  nwy  do  it  for  B*^  And  bellevinir,  u  I  do,  that 
we  have  the  pover  to  K'*"'  relief  Ihui  fir,  and  that  it 
ii  klio  expedient  itut  thii  power  (boiild  be  exerci«ed  on 
the  prewnt  occiwan,  I  ib>ll  cheerfully  ^Te  the  bill  mj 
•upporl,  provided  llie  nme  thill  be  amended  ap-ceably 
to  tlie  motion  made  b;  tlie  honorable  pntlemim  ftom 
Kentucky. 

But  the  pi  inciplei  Involved  in  the  proviio  above  nen- 
tioneil  do  nut  meet  my  approbation,  and  are  luch  a*  1 
•hall  not  eonunt  to  lanction.  It  ii  my  denre,  tlkerefore, 
to  procure  the  amendniEnt  which  hai  been  propoiedi 
without  which,  I  stiall  be  compelled  to  give  my  vote 
a^in*t  the  pisisre  of  the  bill.  And,  tic,  a*  preerdenU 
have  bean  quoled  u  a  reason  why  we  ahould  p^nt  an 
exteiuion  or  credit  to  the  abuvcnanied  aaiferera,  I  aak 
the  indu]|fence  of  the  commitlec  while  I  call  ila  atten- 
tion to  one  precedent,  at  leait,  which  wai  ealabllihed  at 
•  very  important  crisia  in  the  hiitory  of  thii  oountryi  a 
period  when  tbe  Boulaofnien  were  tried;  a  peHod  when 
our  forefathera  pledged  their  livea,  their  property,  and 
their  laered  honor,  fur  the  achievement  of  American 
indepenilence.  Wlille,  sir,  this  Iremendout  struggle 
was  Koinc  on,  at  the  ezpenie  of  lo  muah  ■uffering  of 
blood  and  of  treasure,  the  town  of  Falmouth,  now  the- 
city  of  Portland,  Maine,  was  consumed  to  aahei  by  thai 
viadiclive.  foe  with  which  this  Spartan  band  wai  con> 
tending')  in  consequence  of  which,  the  inhabitants  of 
that  place  were  reduced  to  a  auffering  condition  not 
easily  described.  And,  sir,  in  this  hour  of  unepeakable 
distress,  when  the  inbabitants  of  that  town  were  without 


food,  without  clothing,  and  without  a  shelter  from  the 
I  Philadelphia,  f<>r  relief.     And  if  there 
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«  which  would  authorize  that  Congress  . 
any  other  to  grant  relief,  that  was  one.  But,  air,  how 
was  the  fact  in  this  esse?  Wis  tlie  prayer  of  this  peti- 
tion granted?  Were  the  inhabitanU  of  the  town  of  Fal- 
roouih,  thill  reduced  to  wretchedneta,  relieved  by  the 
patriot  band  who  compoied  that  CongreuF  No,  air, 
they  were  not.  But  the  prayer  of  that  petition  was  re- 
jected.  Rejected,  however,  not  beciuse  they  had  no 
sympathy  to  bestow  upon  suffering  humanity,  for  [  pre- 
■ume  there  never  were  men  more  alive  to  the  sufTermg* 
of  their  fellow -creatures  than  those  who  were  then  aa- 
aembted  in  Ihat  continental  Congress,  but  because  it  es- 
tibliihed  a  dangerous  precedeiitj  a  principle  which 
could  not  be  carried  out,  without  jeoparding  the  best 
inleresti  ofthe country. 

Ur.  Chairman,  according  to  the  information  whioh  I 
have  received,  the  prayer  of  that  petition  waa  oppoaed 
upon  the  ground  which  1  bare  stated— that  it  wis  then 
asked,  who  would  raise  the  veil  of  futurilyf  Who 
could  tell  how  long  it  miglit  be  before  the  same  unre- 
lenting foe  might  lay  in  ashes  the  city  of  Boslon,  of  New 
Tork,  and  every  town  and  olty  upon  the  whole  Atlantic 
coast.'  Grant  relief  in  one  cate  of  tbi*  sort,  it  must  be 
dona  in  at]  others  of  a  like  character,  which,  for  aught 
any  mortal  man  could  tell,  miglit  in  a  very  short  time 
involve  the  country  in  a  dilemma  fhim  which  there 
would  be  no  escape.  It  would  be  cstablisliing  a  prlnd- 
ple  which  would  make  the  Qovernment  the  underwriter* 
for  all  the  property  In  the  country;  eitabiishinga  princi- 
ple which  ought  not  for  a  moment  to  be  tolerated.  And, 
sir,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  difference  between  lliat 
case  and  the  one  now  under  consideration,  excepting 
thai  WIS  a  request  for  a  donation,  and  thii  is  a  rcqueat 
fur  the  loan  of  money  for  three,  four,  and  five  yean. 
But  the  effect  upon  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  time  being  would  be  the  same  in  one  caae  as  in  the 
other.  I.et  Congresi  to-day  loan  to  the  sufferers  by  fire 
in  the  ciiy  uf  New  York  one  million  of  money,  who 
■moog  u*  can  divine  that,  upon  the  same  principle,  we 


may  not  to-mt^row  be  called  upon  to  benew  »  nmihtr 
benellt  upon  others  equally  deserving'  If  this  were  to  ba 
the  only  ealamity  of  this  character,  then  adopt  the  proviso 
contained  in  thii  bill,  fur  no  great  injury  would  thereby 
accrue  to  the  country.  But  so  long  as  the  inhabitants  of 
New  York,  as  well  at  of  every  other  town  or  d(y,  shall 
be  (Ubject  to  similar  calamities,  wc  cannot  grant  (he  re- 
liefproposed  in  the  proviao  of  this  bill  wiuiout  beoom- 
ing  tbe  underwriter*  or  inturera  of  all  the  property  in 
the  country. 

But,  air,  I  am  opposed  to  retaining  this  proviso  in  tbe 
bill,  not  only  becauae  it  would  establish  a  darureroua 
precedent,  but  I  am  opposed  to  it  beeauae  I  benevs  it 
would  violate  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitu- 
tion. From  the  phraseology  used  in  this  proviso,  we 
should  not,  perhaps,  come  at  once  lo  fuch  a  conelunon. 
But,  ur,  in  plain  Englisb,  it  amounts  to  notbing  more 
noF  less  than  a  request  for  the  loan  of  money.  The 
words  used  ire  is  follows,  vii;  "  Ihat  thoie  who.  may 
hive  paid  their  bonds  subsequent  to  the  Sre  shall  also 
be  entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  this  section,  and  that  die 
said  bonds  shall  be  renewed  from  the  day  when  the 
same  were  paid."  That  it,  all  those  who  paid  their 
bomts  after  the  fire  ^all  have  the  amount  thereof  re- 
funded, upon  f^ving  new  bonds  to  the  coUeolor,  pay' 
able  in  three,  four,  and  five  yean.  Clothe  the  princi- 
ples involved  in  this  proviso  aryoa  ple«s«t  wrap  them 
in  u  much  mystery  as  may  be,  still  I  again  ssy,  sir,  the 
plain  English  of  the  whole  proviso  is  to  aulhoriie  the 
oollectorof  the  district  of  New  York  to  loan  out  apon 
bond  all  the  money  which  he  has  received  thereon  since 
the  fire.  I  am  willing  that  the  collector  of  (hat  city 
may  continue  to  be  the  receiver  of  public  moneys)  but 
he  shiU  not,  with  my  consent,  be  appointed  to  loan  out 
the  money  belonging  to  the  people.  Where  is  the 
money  which  has  been  paid  to  the  collector  since  the 
Are,  in  payment  of  bonds  due  the  Oavernment.'  If  it 
be  still  in  the  hands  ofthe  collector,  then  Congress  baa 
no  power  over  it.  The  only  way  in  which  he  can  be 
reached  for  that  amount  of  flindi  Is  upon  his  bond) 
but  if  they  have  gone,  as  they  ought,  into  the  Treaauryi 
then  that  money  cannot  be  dnwn  therefrom,  except  by 
special  appropriation.  The  patron*  of  (lie  hill  have  la- 
serted  thil,  should  the  proviso  be  retained  in  the  bill, 
that  of  itself  will  make  an  appropriation,  lobe  disbursed 
by  the  collector,  as  therein  contemplated.  Well,  air, 
for  the  sake  of  tbe  argument,  I  admit  that  such  would 
be  the  effect.  But  the  patrona  of  the  bill  nwy  grasp 
either  horn  ofthe  dilemma  which  they  choose.  If  it  haa 
not  gone  into  the  Treasury,  then  Congress  is  called  upon 
to  loan  out  money,  over  which  it  has  not  any  control) 
and  if  it  be  in  the  Treasury,  ilien  Congreaa  have  no  right, 
no  power,  to  make  the  contemplated  appropriation.  In 
neither  point  of  view,  therefore,  can  1  vote  in  Favor  of 
retaining  this  provision  ofthe  bill.  I  isk  tbe  committee, 
if  a  proposition  were  now  before  Congress  to  appropriate 
five  millions  of  money,  to  be  loaned  out  on  bond  by  the 
collector  of  the  city  of  New  York,  whether  this  commit- 
tee wou>d  consent  to  grant  such  appropriation?  This, 
sir,  is  the  true  test.  All  those  who  would  make  such  an 
appropriation,  and  appoint  the  collector  of  the  city  of 
New  York  to  be  the  agent  of  the  Government  to  loan 
out  the  money,  will  vote  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. But,  sir,  all  those  who  believe  that  Congreas  hat 
no  constilutionsl  right  to  establish  a  hniker'a  otttce,  for 
the  purpose  of  letting  out  the  money  ofthe  Government, 
will  vote  with  me  in  fiivor  of  striking  out  the  provison 
ofthe  bill  which  hat  been  mentioned.  If  this  be  done, 
the  bill  thai)  have  my  support;  otherwise  no'.  ' 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  had  obtained  the  floor  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  examina- 
tion of  the  prinwples  of  the  hill,  as  to  recommend  it 
earnestly  and  urgently,  but  respeeifully,  to  the  immcdi- 
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*(e  letion  »kI  RmI  jgdKment  of  the  Houw.  A  fnipo- 
(ition  limiUr  in  iti  character  hkd  been  introihiced  b^  llie 
Commiltee  of  Wiyi  and  Meini  neir  two  manlhi  nnce, 
and  it  wu  upon  the  30th  of  Jinuxry  Ihit  Ihe  bill  under 
ditcunion  ome  from  the  Senate,  wllh  nearl;  the  un*n- 
irtHMii  approbation  of  that  body.  Honorable  KenOemcn 
could  not  but  be  aware  of  (he  eonaequenoes  ofthii  inao- 
livily  on  the  part  of  tiie  Houie  of  Repreientalivea. 
Bondi  for  a  large  amount  were  lying  over,  due  and  un- 
paid at  Ihe  ciiMotn-house :  the  public  creditor  had  en- 
countered difiicuUie*  in  making  bii  usual  enirieii  the 
importen  of  foreign  goodi  found  their  buiineu  in  a  iiate 
of  doubt  and  uncertainljri  comn>erciaI  intereati  and  ope- 
rationa  of  the  greateit  Tarietf  and  magnitude  were  aua- 
pended  upon  the  iuue  of  Ihe  queitioni  and  he  earnelllj 
liaped,  he  entreated,  thai  whatever  wai  done,  whether 
it  ahould  be  ihe  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  bill,  or  the 
■ubatitulion  of  aome  other    meaaure  of  relief   in    ili 

Slace,  ihould  be  done  quickly  and  without  further 
elay. 

He  eanfeMed  he  bad  been  unable  to  ice  the  force  and 
efficacy  of  aome  of  the  argumenta  ofTered  in  Ihe  pro- 
grefl  of  the  debate.  It  h*d  been  nid  (with  greattruth,  he 
was  willinK  to  believe)  that  the  New  York  merchanla  hid 
diichargea  all  their  obligalioni  to  Ihe  Government,  with 
promptnea*  and  Bdelily,  and,  in  the  aggregate,  had  paid 
more  than  three  hundred  mlllioni  into  Ihe  1'reuury. 
Thii  fact,  10  creditable  to  their  entrrpriae  and  honorable 
to  Iheir  character,  could  have  no  influence  upon  hii 
mind.  It  could  form  no  foundation  for  legiilative  aid 
or  interpoiition  in  a  caie  like  Ihe  preient.  It  did,  in> 
deed,  alford  the  beit  aiaurance  lo  Ihe  nation  that  Ihe 
bond)  would  be  faithfully  paiil,  when  lliey  came  to  milu- 
riry,  but  beyond  that  it  could  nol  have  the  weight  of  ■ 
feather  upon  the  judgment  of  the  committee.  He  might 
ai  well  be  told  that  the  receipt  of  eleven  millloni  within 
the  paat  year  from  the  sale  of  the  public  landi  would 
JuiCify  and  lup port  the  muliiplied  claimi  upon  ihe  na- 
tional domain,  which  were  ao  repeatedly  and  peraeve- 
ringly  prened  upon  Ihe  coniideration  of  Congreai.  Ar- 
gumenta In  the  form  of  appeala  lo  tbe  paaiioni,  to  the 
■ympalhie*  and  lenubililiEs  of  membera,  were  alike  fee- 
ble and  ineffeelual,  and  muit  be  rejected  ai  inapplica- 
ble to  the  buaineai  of  national  legislation.  He  waa  not 
inienHble  to  Ihe  multiplied  and  ii 


unmiligateil  ruin  and  desolation — which  had  fulloo  ed  in 
the  irJn  of  Ihe  late  fire  in  New  Yurk.  Wherever  like 
calamities  viiiled  Ihe  ibodei  and  liabitations  of  men, 
whether  Ibey  fell  upon  the  great  citisi  of  the  aeaboard 
or  the  more  humble  hamlets  of  Ihe  interior,  such  were 
(heir  terrible  and  inevitable  consequencest  yet  he  doubt- 
ed very  much  whether  it  was  upon  luch  cansideratiana 
u  individual  distress  or  personal  lufTering  Ihat  the 
principles  of  tbe  bill  could  be  mainiained,  or  iti  provis- 
ToiM  recommended  to  the  favorable  opinion  cif  Ihe  com. 
mitlee.  There  were  a  brge  and  numerous  portion  of 
the  sufTereri  (and  b>  far  Ihe  mosi  helpless  snd  indigent, 
and  on  thai  account  Ibe  most  meritorioui  portion)  who 
were,  unfortunately,  beyond  Ihe  reach  of  any  aid  or  u- 
liilance  which  Congress  could  givei  and  they  found 
Ibemtelves  in  this  position,  not  because  Ihey  were  with- 
out equal  and  paramount  claims  upon  the  public  symps- 
thy,  and  equally  and  e^tcially  the  objects  of  Ihe  pub- 
lic buunly,  (could  that  bounty  be  legally  and  constitu- 
lionally  exercised,)  but  solely  because  they  mainiained 
no  connexions  or  relations  with  the  Qovernment  which 
could  authorise  or  justify  its  inlerference  in  their  behilf. 
Honorable  gentlemen  had  objected  to  the  bill  because 
the  relief  it  proposed  to  grant  was  partial  in  principle, 
and  would  be  unequal  in  its  applicaliani  that  it  did  not 
embrace  within  its  provisioiu  Ihe  poorer  and  more  hum- 


ble class  of  sufferers,  as  well  aslbe  importers  of  fore^ 
goods.  He  waa  willing  to  admit  there  was  force  in  th« 
objection,  and  he  as  willingly  believed  that  no  bill  could 
be  framed  adapted  to  all  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
But  if  tbe  event  out  of  which  llie  measure  originated  wis 
such  ai  justified  and  demanded  tbe  interposition  of  Gov- 
ernment, tipnn  considentioni  which  he  would  name 
hereaner,  it  should  not  fail,  and  be  defeated,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  make  it  equal  and  universal  in  its  op- 
erations. Limited  and  restrained  as  Ibe  power  of  Con- 
gress necessarily  was,  upon  no  question  could  it  be  more 
circiimicribed  than  upon  a  proposition  to  miligite  Ihe 
consequences  of  calamities  such  aa  formed  the  subject 
of  the  present  debate.  Goremments  do  not  undertake 
to  repair  Ihe  losses  of  their  citiiens,  occasioned  by  fire, 
by  flood,  or  by  tempest,  nor  lo  insure  igsinst  the  mulli' 
plied  accidents  to  which  properly  and  the  acqu)«iiions 
of  industry  are  perpetually  exposed.     However  deeply 

isaid  Mr.  B.)  our  sympathies  may  be  awakened,  and  our 
eeling  exeiled,  by  the  eloquent  and  touching  appeals 
which  honorable  members  have  felt  it  Iheir  iluly  lo 
makei  however  gnterul  it  might  be  la  u',  individually, 
to  extend  relif  f  lo  the  suffering  citizens  of  New  York, 
without  quiliHcstion  or  distinclion,  we  cannot  forget 
that  we  are  here  to  represent  othera,  nol  to  act  for  our- 
selvet.  We  are  here  in  Ihe  exercise  of  a  specific  and 
limited  aiithorily,  that  the  public  treasure  ii  not  at  our 
diapos»l  for  the  purposes  of  benevolence  or  charily. 
And  il  we  interfere  at  all,  it  muat  be  upon  some  known 
and  posiiive  principle  of  policy  and  expediency,  having 
immediate  connexion  with  the  public  interest.  He 
thougbi  he  had  been  able  lo  find  ihe  rxittence  of  that 
principle  in  the  relations  maintained  between  a  portion 
of  the  anfferers  and  ihe  Government,  in  regard  lo  the 
colleelian  and  security  of  the  revenue,  and  in  the  obli- 
gation imposed  upon  Congress  to  sustain  the  financial 
and  commercial  operations  of  Ihe  country,  under  the 
presaure  and  derangement  consequent  upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  ao  Urge  sn  amount  of  its  active  capital.  The 
importing  merchants  were  the  debtors  of  the  Govern- 
ment upon  custom-house  bnndi  for  something  like  four 
million)  of  dallara.  They  were  Ihe  agents  ofthe  Trea). 
ury  in  Ihe  collection  of  its  rerenue.  A  sudden,  unfore- 
seen, and  ippalling  calamity,  without  a  parallel  in  hum*n 
history,  hid  consumed  their  reaources,  and  crippled 
their  energies.  The  duties  secured  upon  the  bonds 
would,  most  probably,  ail  be  realized,  if  Ihe  time  of  pay- 
ment WBi  pMtponedi  but  if  immediate  payment  was 
pressed,  no  one  could  urkdertske  to  lay  what  the  result 
might  be.  Congress  was  nol  asked  to  give  away  the 
money,  nor  In  releise  the  debt*,  but  only  to  prolong 
the  credit  to  a  more  pmpilioui  period  of  time.  Was 
there  any  thing  unconstitutional  or  unreasonable  in  so 
plain  a  propositinn*  Could  it  be  an  unjiiatifiable  or  an 
improper  exercise  of  authority,  for  the  Government  lo 
do  that  forthe  suffering  public  debtor  which  no  gentle- 
man cotdd  refuse  to  his  private  debtor,  while  Isborin)' 
onder  similar  miirortunea>  !i  was  manifest  to  his  mind 
that  the  passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration  would 
not  only  incresse  Ihe  lecurily  of  the  Government,  and 
afTurd  the  public  debtor  time  snd  opportunity  to  meet 
his  engagements,  but  would  also  supply  the  business 
transaction!  «f  the  country  with  a  portion  of  that  ele- 
ment so  essential  to  Iheir  vigor  and  vitality. 

The  city  of  New  York,  from  her  superior  poaitinn,  her 
facilities  for  commercisi  intercourse,  and  vast  extent 
and  variety  of  her  foreign  and  domestic  trinssc- 
lions,  exercised  a  powerful  and  conirolhng  influence 
overall  business  pursuitianH  occupationaof  men.  Her 
enterprising  and  adventurous  capilalistt  have  pushed 
their  investments  into  every  region  of  trade  and  every 
department  of  human  industry.  Their  ship)  were  seen 
upon  the  bosom  of  every  )es,  and  their  canvass  was  awept 
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onwud  wiih  tha  force  of  every  ufalc-  tt  wu  nibittn' 
tially  their  mtna  which  enabted  the  Gorcrnment  reeenlly 
to  realiie  eleren  millloni  from  the  wlei  at  the  public 
luidi.  The  bank  ■ndtniit  company  stocki,  tbaitocks 
createdfor  interiMl iiDprovenenti,  incTeiyaecUonoftba 
Union,  art,  in  ■  great  meaiure,  bued  upon  theircredit  and 
riMOurce*.  The  western  States  had  been  liberal,  if  not 
prodigal,  in  the  crealion  of  such  property  witbin  the 
paat  year)  the  State  of  Indiana  alone  lild  authorized  a 
credit  often  millioni,  for  purpose!  of  internal  imprare- 
meni-,  and  it  vaa  not  more  certain  that  Ihe  waters  o( 
the  Wabash  and  the  Uisaissippi  would  continue  to  flow 
onward*  and  minffle  with  the  ocean,  than  that  all  thete 
stocks  would  ultimalely  seek  a  market  In  the  city  of 
New  York.  No  portion  ofthecountry  cauld  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  snnihilalion  of  twenty-fire  millions  of  capital 
in  a  single  night,  and  he  could  not  believe  it  possible  that 
the  Qorernment  would  withhold  the  aid  contemplsted  by 
the  bill  from  Iboie  who  had  encountered  the  firtt  fury  af 
the  storm. 

The  bill  embraced  within  its  provision!  two  classes  of 
public  debtors  having  bonds  at  the  custmhiiouse  in  New 
Yorki  those  who  had  lost  property  by  the  tire  exceeding 
in  value  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  those  who 
bad  not  aulTered  such  loss.  It  proposed  to  extend  the 
time  for  payment  of  (he  bonds  of  tbe  first  class,  Binountinf* 
to  soBieUiuig  like  one  million,  to  periods  not  exceeding 
three,  four,  and  five  yearsi  and  the  lime  for  payment  of 
those  of  the  second  claia,  smouniing  to  nearly  three  mil' 
lions,  for  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  to  be  computed 
Trom  the  time  (he  same  shall  severally  fall  due.  This 
four  millions  was  the  money  of  (he  people,  a  part  of  the 
common.treasureof  the  nation;  for  while  the  itnporter 
was  the  agent  or  instrument  to  collect,  it  was  in  fact  (be 
consumer  who  ultimately  psid  the  duties  upon  foreign 
goods.  lie  saw  no  good  reason  why  (he  imparling 
merchant  should  have  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
public  money  williout  some  equivalent  paid  to  the  Gov- 
ernmentf  and  he  therefore  thought  that  inlereat,  at  the 
rale  offour  per  cent.,  should  be  Imposed  as  a  condition 
of  extending  [he  time  of  payment.  He  would  cheer- 
fully vote  for  the  bill  In  its  present  rorm,  sllhough  lie 
would  prefer  lha(  the  prolonged  credit  should  carry 
>  nlereet,  a*  a  partial  indemnity  for  the  additional  haiard,  ' 
for  no  other  reaaon.  In  conclusion,  he  would  avail  hii 
■elf  of  the  present  opportunity  (o  asy,  that  inasmuch  as 
the  prospects  of  tbe  future  were  bnghl  with  the  promises 
of  tranquillity  and  peace,  there  was  every  astursnce  that 
large  appropriations  for  public  defence  would  nnt  be 
denunded.  IfCong^ss,  therefore,  should  reject  the  bill, 
and  iniiat  upon  Ihe  paynment  of  (he  bonds,  ilsonly  effect 
would  be  swell  the  unappropriated  surplus  of  more 
than  ten  milliona  already  in  Ihe  Treasury.  And  he  put 
'"'"■'  'of  the  commilTee   to  say  whether 


country  (ban  it  would  be  lying  comparatively  idle  and 
inactive  in  the  vaulta  of  (I  e  depesite  banks. 

Mr.  PARKER  waa  in  favor  of  Ihe  bill,  and  would 
have  faven  gone  further,  if  pouible,  and  given  relief  to 
•ny  of  the  sufTerers  who  wrre  debtors  to  the  Govern. 
ment,  whether  they  had  aulTered  by  houses,  land,  mer- 
chandise,, or  any  thinr  else.  He  was  in  favor  of  any 
measure  of  relief  within  the  limils  of  the  constitution. 
The  distress  consequent  on  the  New  York  conflsgration 
had  been  fell  (hroufh  every  portion  of  Ihe  mercantile 
conitninily.  lie  conceived  the  present  bill  (o  be  entire- 
ly wilhin  the  const itulional  limits,  for  It  proposed  nothing 
more  than  an  extensionof  time  to  a  suffering  debtor,  and 
be  could  not  conceive  it  posaibte  to  make  any  further 
diacriaii nation  of  classea  of  sufferer*.  Me  fpive  notice 
thai  lie  should  propose  an  amendment  to  the  bill  when 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  that  the  pending  notion 
was  an  unimportant  one,  being  nmply  whether  a  mer- 
chant having  paid  his  bonds  should  be  placed  on  a 
worse  footing  than  tboae  who  had  not  paid  them.  In 
order  to  meet  Ihe  objection*  of  gentlemen  to  the  pend- 
ing question,  he  would  offer  an  amendment.  He  said 
the  money  was  not  in  the  Treasury.  No  money  was  in 
the  Treasury  except  such  as  was  put  there  by  warrant  at 
tbe  end  of  each  quarter.  Any  money  in  Ihehattd*  of  (h« 
collector  could  not  be  considered  in  the  Treasury,  and 
could  be  paid  back  to  the  merchant*  without  the  pa*«age 
ofa  apeclal  law  for  that  purpoi^. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  to  amend  the  pniviao  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Haxdit,  by  the  addition  of  the 
following  words:  "If  not  previously  carried  into  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slstea  by  a  warrant,"  Mr.  C. 
hoped  this  amendmeni  would  meet  the  object  of  the 
gentleman,  and  briefly  replied  to  the  argument*  of  that 
gentleman  a^lnst  the  bill.  He  uid  «t  a  future  lime  ho 
'  luld  call  the  alienlion  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ihe 
f«t  to  various  bills  in  &vor  of  Iheir  section  of  coun- 
try, which  went  a  great  way  fartherthan  the  present  case. 
Hr.  HARDIN  a^ain  opposed  the  bill  at  length,  and 
cited  various  acts  of  relief  heretofore  passed,  pointing 
out  Ibe  variations  in  the  proviwons  of  those  acts  and  the 
present  hill.  By  the  acts  for  the  relief  of  Portsmouth 
and  Norfolk,  the  credit  waa  extended  to  only  a  year's 
indulgence,  and  its  benefit*  were  confined  to  the  actual 
aufferers.  Hr.  H.  also  went  into  the  proceeding*  on 
those  acts,  and  ui^ed  hil  objections  in  detail  to  the  pres- 
ent bill.  He  was  slroncly  opposed  to  the  clause  relin- 
quishing tbe  interest,  which  he  contended  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  true  spirit  and  intent  of  the  constitution.  It 
was  giving  the  Importers  of  New  York  s  preference  over 
the  importing  merchants  of  Boston,  PhiladeTpbii,  Balti- 
more, and  other  cities,  confiicting  with  that  clause  of  the 
constitution  which providedthst all  Imposts,  &c.  "iliould 
be  uniform  through  the  United  Slates." 

He  contended  the  mgney  was  in  the  Treasury  the  mo- 
ment it  was  paid  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  collector,  receiver,  or  a  deposite  bank. 
The  provision  he  was  opposed  to  was  neither  more  nor 
less  (ban  liking  money  out  of  (he  public  Treasury,  and 
lending  it  lo  sn  Individual  who  had  suffered  by  fire.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetls  [Mr.  Phillips]  had  refer- 
red to  tbe  allowance  of  dravbscks,  but  Mr.  U.  contend- 
ed the  principle  of  drawbacks  did  not  meet  this  case- 
The  allowance  of  drawbacks  was  wilhin  the  legitimate 
powers  of  Congress,  under  the  conititullon,  to.  regulate 
commerce.  New  York  enjoyed  immense  sdvintages 
from  Ihe  amnunt  of  public  money  received  there,  and 
instead  of  Ihe  Government  being  indebted  to  New  York 
for  collecling  the  revenue,  she  had  been  benefited  not 
less  than  from  30  lo  35  milliona  of  dotlsrs.  She  made 
from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  on  every  dollar  received  thero 
of  the  public  revenue  i  and  he  drew  thuallention  of  the 
committee  lo  the  great  outlays  already  made,  and  pro- 

EDSed  to  be  made,  on  Ihe  public  works,  tbe  custom. 
OUST,  fortifications,  the  navy  yards,  &c.,  amounting  to 
about  fire  millions  of  dollar*.  I'he  bill  proposeiT  to 
place  the  Government  in  the  character  of  an  insurance 
ofticet  but  it  went  no  farther  than  the  wealthy  merchant. 
If  it  could  be  aliown  that  any  one  of  the  great  leadin|r 
interests  of  the  country  had  been  proitraled,  he  might 
then  vote  for  il,  but  till  thai  could  be  shown  he  should 
oppose  it  at  every  stage.  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  instruc- 
tion* that  had  been  sent  on  from  some  of  the  Isi^e  cities 
to  their  Represenlatives  (o  support  the  bill,  lie  said,  if 
a  bill  had  been  brought  forward  lo  refuml  the  duty  on 
packages  unopened,  and  not  offered  in  the  msrkel,  he 
would  have  gone  for  it.  He  referred  to  tlie  appropria- 
tion* proposed  for  the  current  year,  which  were  already 
about  fijur  million*  more  Ihin  in  former  years.     Besides 
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(kcw,  then  wm  to  be  a  ip««til  apprapriMion  for  ih«  in- 
«MMtt  of  tbe  nury,  to  tlw  unount  at  about  lis  millioni 
four  hundrtd  thmia>d  doUais. 

Mr.  WISE  explained,  thai  tbe  ComiBitlee  on  Nanl 
AfFain  bad  eome  (o  a  resobition  to  BU  up  the  bbak  in 
that  bill  vHh  tiroiuUioMordallan. 

llr>  fiTOREBmond  tbat  IbecomiBitleerUe.  Ap«ed 
tor  Ayci  Si,  noea  not  coinlrd 

The  oommitlee  aeeordinfly  tvm,  and  tbe  chairrnaB 
haviiiK  reported  proKrcMi 

Mr.  CAHBKELENQmoTed  tballhebillbaagainiDado 
tbe  apeeial  order  at  one  o'clock  to-morrowi  whiefa  traa 
ayraad  to(  and  Ihca 

The  Houaa  adjourned- 

Tbdb(D4t,  FaamiiABr  IB. 

PAY  OF  VOLDNTEERS    IN  SERVICE. 

On  niolion  of  Ur.  B.  H.  JOHNSON,  the  House  then 
rcaolved  ilieir  into  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
■late  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Livcokb  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  proviile  for  the  pnyntent  of  volunteers  and  mililia 
corpa  in  the  gervice  of  die  United  Stalei. 

The  bill  wu  then  read,  aa  loUowc 
A   bill   to  provide  for  the  payment  of  volunteer*  and 
militia  corpi  in  the  lervice  of  the  United  Stales. 

Be  il  aiadtd  by  Ihc  SentUt  and  Smue  of  Rrprttenia- 
livtt,ofthe  Dhiled Slalu «f  America  in  Cmgrtti luaem- 
bkd.  That  tbe  officers,  non-commissioned  oHicer*,  mu- 
aicians,  srii6cer9,  and  privstei,  of  volunteer  and  mili- 
tia corps,*' 
vice  of  the 
oeive  the  si 

furnished  with  the  .      .    .    „  .  „        ^ 

Backs,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  offieers, 
nuHcisns,  ariilicers,  and  pcivates,  oflhc  infantry  of  the 
army  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sic.  3,  £nd  he  itfmtKer  taaelid,  Tbat  the  ofGcers  of 
all  muunted  companies  ahall  each  be  entitled  to  receive 
forage,  or  money  in  lieu  thereof,  for  two  horsta,  when 
they  actually  keep  private  servanta,  and  for  one  horse  when 
without  private  serrantst  and  Ihat  furly  cents  per  dsy  be 
allowed  for  tbe  use  of  each  horse.  That  each  non-com- 
misMoned  oflleer,  musician,  artificer,  and  private,  of  all 
mounted  companies,  sbill  be  entitled  to  receive  toran 
in  kind  for  one  horse,  with  forty  cent*  per  day  for  loc 
use  thereof,  and  twenlj-five  cents  per  day,  in  lieu  of 
forsp  and  subsistence,  when  the  same  shall  be  furnibhcd 
by  himself,  or  twelve  and  a  half  cents  perday  for  cither, 
ai  the  case  may  be. 

Sac.  3.  Jnif  be  il  further  enadtd.  That  Ihe  officers 
non-com miwoned  officers,  muwcians,  artificers,  snd  pri- 
vates, shall  be  entitled  to  one  day's  pay,  subsistence,  and 
other  allowances,  for  every  twenty  miles'  travel  from 
their  pIsces  of  residence  to  the  plice  of  general  rendii- 
voui,  and  from  the  plica  of  dischar^  back  to  their  rea- 

Sic.  4.  Aadbtitfurthartnadtd,  That  tbe  volunteers 
pr  mililia,  who  may  be  received  into  the  service  of  the 
Pnited  Slates  by  virtue  of  the  iirovisions  of  this  act,  ahall 
be  entitled  lo  all  the  benefit*  which  may  be  conferred 
on  persons  wounded  or  otherwise  dlsibled  in  the  service 
oftbeUniied  Stales. 

Sic.  5.  Snd  be  ilfurlhir  tnae'ed.  Thai  when  any  offi- 
cer, nnn-cum missioned  officer,  artificer,  or  private,  of 
aaid  militia  or  volunteer  corps,  who  ihall  die  at  any  time 
in  consecjnence  of  wounds  received  in  service,  and  shall 
leave  a  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  acliild  or  children,  under 
aixteen  years  of  age,  lucb  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  auch 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the 
monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  wa*  entitled  at 
Ihe  tinte  of  his  death,  for  and  during  tile  term  of  five 
year*)  and  in  caie  oflhc  death  or  iniermarriage  of  sucii 


widow  befim  tbe  expiration  of  4ve  year*,  tbe  half  par 
for  tbe  reminder  of  tbe  time  shall  go  lo  the  ebild  or 
obildren  of  said  decedanl:  Provided,  alwayi^  That  the 
Secretary  of  War  aball  adopt  such  forma  of  evidence,  in 
applieatioM  under  Ibis  act,  aa  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slatea  may  preacribe. 


where  it  first  occuri^  to  wit:  ■*  who 
have  been,  or  who  taay  hereafter  be,  in  the  service  of 
Ihe  United  Staleai"  which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  moved  tbe  following  amendiMnls  to 
tbe  second  section,  in  both  pisoes  where  the  word  "use" 
occurs,  so  aa  to  rnd  in  the  first  phoe,  "for  tba  use  and 
risk  of  each  borne,  except  bonea  killed  in  battle,  or  dy> 
ing  of  wounds  received  in  battlei"  and  io  theaeoond 
pbee,  "  Ibr  tbe  ate  and  risk  thereof,  except  such  boraen 
killed  in  battle,  or  dying  of  wounda  received  in  battlet" 


aliicb 


]  to. 


The  fourth  section  was  then  amended  by  Hr.  JOHN- 
SON and  Ur.  WHITTLESEY,  lo  read  aa  followa: 

Sao.  4.  "  Jad  U  il  Jvrlher  maeled,  Thu  the  *olun- 
teeri  or  militia,  who  have  been  or  who  may  be  received 
into  tbe  aervice  of  Ihe  United  Slatea,  to  aupprets  Indian 
depredations  in  Florida,  ihsll  be  cniiiled  to  all  the  ben- 
efita  which  are  conferred  on  persons  wounded  or  other- 
wise disabled  in  the  aervice  of  Ihe  Uniled  States)"  wbidi 
smendments  were  agreed  lo. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  then  added  the  following  sec- 
tion lo  tbe  billi  which  was  agreed  to: 


act,  called  into  service  before  ita  passage,  and  who  are 
directed  lo  be  paid,  shall  embrace  tliose  onl^  ordered 
into  service  by  the  commanding  general,  or  the  Got- 
ernoT*  of  Stales  and  of  tbe  Ternlory  of  Florida,  under 
authority  from  Ihe  War  Departmeni,  for  repressing  Ihe 
hoatititiea  of  Ihe  Florida  Indiana." 

Mr.  UAWES  then  oficred  the  following  amendment: 
"  Jad  be  it  furihrr  tnacUd,  Tbat  the  officers  to  be  pro- 
vided for  in  this  sol  shall  not  exceed  tbe  number  of 
officera  attached  lo  companiea  or  rrglments  in  the  in- 
fantry service  of  tiie  United  States." 

Mesara.  B.  M.  JOHNSON,  WHITE  of  Florida,  and 
WHITTLESEY,  objecting  to  Ibis  amendmtnl, 

Hr.  HAWES  then  modified  his  smtndment  by  th« 
following  praviao:  "  provided,  it  shall  not  be  in  viola* 
lion  of  ibe  laws  of  the  Slatea  or  Territories  frwn  which 
such  troops  may  be  called." 

Hr.  H.  H.  JOHNSON  objected  to  the  whole  propo- 
sition of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hiwss,] 
as  he  was  confident  Ihst  the  aothorities  of  the  Slatea 
and  Territories,  from  which  tbe  troops  would  be  dnwn, 
would  make  provision  for  the  number  of  officers  lo  be 
sent,  and  Ihat  IheywouldnotaeiKl  more  than  were  actu- 
ally required. 

Ur.  HAWES  said  his  amendnienl  provided  that  Ihe 
officers  were  to  be  paid  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
Stales  snd  Tcrriloriea  from  which  they  were  drawn- 
He  waa  for  having  more  fighting  men,  and  fewer  ofB- 

u'r.  WHITTLESEY  did  not  believe  tbat  House  lo  be 
the  only  pUce  where  pslriotism  waa'  lo  be  found.  He 
believed  Ihe  Stales  and  Territories  would  make  ample 
provision  to  secure  the  United  States  from  any  dsnger 
of  paying  mora  officers  than  u-ere  necessary. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  hoped  gentlemen  would  allow 
ll)e  question  lo  be  taken,  a*  it  was  highly  important 
that  Ihe  bill  should  be  passed  with  Ihe  lea&l  possible 
delay. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Pkmds,  hoped  Ihe  genllemsn  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawxb]  would  withdraw  bis  amend- 
ment.    He  was  salisfied  tliat  there  would  not  be  mortt 
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odlcen  than  the  Uw*  oT  the  SUtet  and  Terrltorisi  call- 
ed for. 

Mr.  Hiiru's  itnendnient  wm  (hen  ding;reed  to. 

On  miXion  of  Mr.  It.  H.  JOHNSON,  IIm  committee 
roK  and  reported  the  bill  lo  the  Hauie. 

Tha   amendmenti  were    then  concurred   in  by    the 
Houte,  and  the  bill  wu  ordered  to  be  engimsMd;  sub- 
•equently,  it  wai  retd  ■  third  time,  and  pined. 
SUFPEIIER9  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK 

Tiie  Houie  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  (Hr.  Conrob  in  the  chiii--l 

and  reitimed  the   coniideration   of  tha  bill    "  lor  

relief  of  the  (ufiereri  by  the  Ute  Ere  in  Ibe  city  of  New 
York"— 

I'hs  question  pending;  being;  the  motion  of  Ur.  Hia- 
BiB  to  atrike  out  the  fint  proviso  in  tlie  Srst  section, 
which  U  in  the  following  words: 

"  PrOBldtd,  Thai  thoM  who  are  within  the  provision 
of  lliia  icclion,  but  who  may  have  paid  iheir  bunds  sub. 
•equeni  Id  the  late  Ere,  aliati  also  be  entilled  lo  llic  bcn- 
etil  of  this  section,  and  thai  the  slid  bonds  shall  be  re- 
newed from  the  day  when  the  same  were  paid,  and  B.iid 
payments  refunded,"  as  amended  yesterday,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CiBiaKLiaD,  by  the  addition  of  the  fuUow- 
ing  words:  "  if  not  previously  carried  into  the  Treaijrr 
of  ihe  United  Stales  by  warrant." 

Mr.  STORBK  then  roie  and  addreised  Ihe  House  ai 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman'.  When  on  yesterday  I  asked  Ihe 
millee  to  rise,  I  felt  that  Iheir  patience  had  already 
auflicienlly  taxed,  ai  their  sitting  had  been  protracted  to 
a  late  hour;  and  1  wasaniinus,  air,  that  my  obierrationa, 
wich  as  Ihey  were,  abould  be  heard  at  a  more  favurable 
period  of  Die  debate. 

1  was  aware  that  the  bill  under  discuiaion  had  been 
postponed  when  I  conceived  it  might  have  been  acted 
on,  and  diJ  not  expect  that  those  who  had  the  ir 
ate  charge  of  it  would  have  preued  Ihe  ({ueitiDi 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  Ittr.  Uirdih] 
liad  Sniibed  hia  remarks.  I  hare  thrown  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  this  bill.  I  bare  always  been  willing  and 
ready  to  austain  it.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  auffered  to  take 
iu  couraci  and,  however  much  it  may  be  reerelted,  it 
it  impossible  now  to  accelerate  its  paisa^.  1  can  only 
say  that  the  old  maxim,  "  we  must  hasten  alowly,"  is  nut 

The  object  of  this  bill,  briefly  considered,  !a  to  aid 
the  sufTerei's  by  the  Ute  conflagration,  who  were  debt- 
ors til  the  Government  for  dutiea  on  the  memorable  16th 
of  Ufcember  last.  (I  embraces  those  whose  bonds  were 
not  then  due,  and  are  not  yet  duet  those  whose  bonds 
have  ai  nee  become  due,  and  those  who  have  subsequent- 
ly to  lliat  lime  paid  their  bonds.  There  ia  another  sec- 
lion,  which  extends  For  a  shorter  period  the  credit  on 
all  bond*  taken  at  tlie  custom-houje,  whether  the  obli- 
jjors  have  sustained  actual  losa  or  not. 

This  classification  uf  debtors  has  been  objected  to, 
and  a  diatinction  attempted  to  be  drawn  between  their 
several  claima  lo  relicft  but  it  is  manifest  that  ihey  are 
all  inclutteil  within  Ihe  equity  uf  llie  caar,  and  are  equal, 
ly  entitled  to  our  consideration,  though  their  several 
conditions  may  dilTer  in  degree.  All  we  involved  in  the 
common  cjlamily,  ehher  directly  or  remotelyi  the  aame 
common  intcreat  is  to  be  protected;  and  it  ia  our 
July,  in  extending  our  aid  tu  all,  lo  know  Iliat  all  are 
benefited. 

Ilia  objected,  air,  bfaeveral  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  opposed  Ibis  meature,  that  it  ia  unjust,  became  it  ia 
partial  legislation.  It  is  confined,  aay  ihey,  to  a  partic- 
ular aection  uf  Ihe  Unionj  and  the  ordinary  operation 
of  Ihe  laws  it  suspended — in  &tf,  changed — as  to  a  por- 
lion  of  tbe  public  debtors,  while  it  exists  in  full  force  aa 
tu  Ike  residue.  I'hia  reasoning  is  apecioua,  but  it  is  not 
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aound;  for,  I  would  aak,  what  legislalion  thai  aota  merely 
upon  any  one  poin',  whether  of  the  maritime  or  weatet n 
border,  butialiableto  the  aame Dbjeelion?Theerection  of 
a  fort  oraliKht-houae,  the  improvement  of  a  rfrer,  or  tha 
establiahnient  of  a  road  by  law,  la  on  the  aame  prindple 
but  partial  leeistation.  The  tnmcdiate  adrantagea  which 
result  from  all  these  publie  woi-ka  are  felt  by  the  contig- 
uous community)  and  it  is  only  when  we  look  to  resolts^and 
reflect  upon  remote  consequence*,  that  what  nay  tmpear 
to  be  partial  legislation  is  not  only  found  to  be  general, 
but  genersi,  sir,  in  the  most  extended  sense  of  the  term. 
The  defence  of  the  seaooast,  the  safely  of  our  ahippiiw, 
are  national  objects,  because  the  whole  confederacy  I* 
vitally  interested  in  the  preservation  of  bolht  and  a  ttm- 
iiar  principle  controls  the  policy  of  all  great  public  Int. 
prove  ments  in  llie  West. 

It  is  urged,  Hr.  Chairman,  that  Ihe  principle  of  this 
bilj  ou^ht  nni  to  be  admitted,  because  the  importer  alone 
will  enjoy  the  relief  it  aflbrdsi  and  a  diatinction  is  made, 
I  fear  an  invidious  one,  between  the  various  claasea 
of  which  the  city  of  New  York  is  composed.  Sir,  it  is 
not  my  disposition  to  separate  the  great  interesta  which 
make  up  the  population  of  a  commercial  city,  nor  ii  it 
my  intention  to  create  suspicion  or  excite  unfounded 
Jealousyt  I  feel  that  1  ahould  do  injustice  to  the  people 
who  have  so  severely  auffered,  and  I  could  not  recaneite 
it  10  myowticonviciionaorduty,  if  I  believed  that  the 
merchant  and  mechanic  were  not  connected  by  the  eom. 
mon  bond  of  mutual  dependence;  that  they  did  not  proa. 
per  as  well  as  auffer  together.  I  regard  the  benefit,  if 
extended  tn  one,  as  embracing  Ihe  otiieri  the  pursuit  it, 
indeed,  not  the  tame,  but  the  interest  is  identical.  Can 
it  be  said  tlial  Ihe  ahip.owner  and  the  importer  may  feel 
pecuniary  preaanre,  and  be  subjected  lo  all  the  Huclu's- 
tions  of  trade,  without  affecting  the  artisan,  whether 
his  skill  ia  etnployed  in  building  a  ahip  or  erecting  a 
atorehouse)  And  if  not  in  eases  of  mere  ordinary  oc- 
currence, with  what  propriety  do  honorable  gentlemen 
contend  that  none  are  relieved  by  the  measure  before  us, 
but  thoae  who  are  specially  named^  Sir,  I  hold  that 
the  lea<Iing  interests  of  every  densely  populated  commu- 
nity, no  matter  wliether  directed  to  manufactures,  ag- 
riculture, or  commerce,  can  never  be  impaired,  unlesi 
the  shock  i*  felt  by  the  whole  peoples  and  it  ia  in  vain 

other  distinctions  than  those  produeed  by  talent,  enter- 
prise, and  skill,  to  aaseH  audi  a  principle  aa  thoae  who 
oppose  this  bill  have  doneganditis  atill  more  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  sustain  it  by  argument. 

Who,  I  would  ask,  ia  the  importing  merchant'  Need 
I  describe  a  profeasian,  the  fraits  of  which  are  aeen 
wherever  civilization  has  eitendedF  Need  I  refer  lo  the 
refinements  of  life,  the  social  comforts,  the  subsianlial 
every-day  benehts,  that  are  spread  over  our  land  by  Ihe 
continual  corAiunication  we  hold  with  every  part 
of  the  globe?  And,  air,  to  whose  energy  and  enter- 
prise are  we  indebted  for  all  theae  reaultsl  Not  to  him 
who  boards  hU  capital,  and  watchei,  with  the  eye  of  ■ 
lynx,  the  chant^a  in  the  money  markets;  who  live* 
upon  the  necessities  of  those  who  hazard  their  fund*  in 
inrsblecompelition;  not  to  Ihe  speculator  in  atocki^ 
D  is,  to  use  the  claaslcal  language  of  Wall-street, 
ler  "  tossed  by  the  bulls,  or  devoured  by  the  bearB^" 
who  has  lost  all  taste  for  the  usual  means  by  which  prop- 
erty is  acquired,  and,  in  theexcilementoflegalized  gam- 
bling, calculates,  with  desperate  resolution,  to  become 
rich  without  labor*  nor  is  it  to  the  hackneyed  politician, 
'bo  liaa  been  driven  from  every  political  camp  aa  ■ 
■altor,  or  left  it  aa  a  deserter,  and,  when  the  troubled 
waters  of  party  are  agitated,  rises  to  their  surface,  and 
scrambles  for  the  spoils.  No,  sir,  none  of  these  have  tlie 
Hplril,  Ihe  intellect,  or  Ihe  perseverance,  to  become  ealab- 
lished,  high-minded,  and  succesaful  merchants. 
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Tbe  impgrteri,  ind  I  nwin  to  Include  the  nwrontile 
inlcmt  ^nermlly,  h«wrd  their  whole  upital  In  Uieir  fa- 
vortle  punuit.  The  equipment  of  their  vtHcl*,  the 
purchue  or  their  cir^Deai  the  amount  of  fundi  nec<M«- 
rily  depotited  vith  fore!^  agent*,  the  *Mt  expenie  at- 
tending (he  proMculion  of  their  buiinen  st  homei  re- 
quire not  only  ill  their  ftTiil^le  Tundi,  bui,  in  n  p^at 
mijorily  of  caiti,  they  are  compelled  to  employ  iheir 
erediti  and  that,  at  lait,  ii  the  only  aafe  capital.  It  ii 
the  reiult  of  a  long  and  well-earntd  reputation  for  in- 
ttfrity  and  capicityi  and,  at  it  ii  acquired  by  the  le- 
vereit  itrugg'**!  '<  "X"'  ^*  prcicrved  at  erery  Morificc 
eseept  ihat  of  principle.  How  tital  i(  i',  then,  to  the 
proiperily  of  oommeree,  tlut  the  upright  and  liberal- 
■pinttd  merchant  thould  be  auitained.' 

The  extent  of  the  dreadful  calimily  which  h>i  deso- 
lated lo  ^ir  a  portion  of  New  York  hai  been  already  Mif- 
licienlly  deliited,  and  1  will  not  trouble  the  commiltee 
with  the  repetition  of  iti  harron.  It  ii  an  erent  unpre- 
cedented in  our  own  annala,  and  (urpaued,  perhapi,  by 
none  in  tlie  hiatory  of  the  world,  when  all  iU  atlendant 
eircunutancei  are  minutely  coniidered.  The  effect  of 
•UEh  a  diiuter  cannot  be  felt  a<  once,  mid  even  now 
they  are  not  thoroiigfhly  undertluod.  Every  department 
of  lociely  received  a  ^ock,  whwe  impreaslon  hu  per- 
ndril  ttie  whole  man.  Like  the  circle  upon  the  hit- 
fccc  of  the  once  calm  waten^  Ilbaacstcndtd  itielfuntil 
it  ia  lott  in  diitance. 

.  The  bonDrable  genllemin  frum  Ktnlucky  [Mr. 
GaiTu]  remarked  tliat  the  nun  of  buwneas  calcuhkted 
the  coiitin^nciei  incident  to  hii  profcuion  before  he 
embarked  m  iti  and  if  he  ahould  afterwirda  become  un- 
fortunate, be  could  not  property  complain.  Sir,  I  ad- 
mit that  the  merchant,  when  be  embarki  hii  fortune  In 
trade,  ia  hoiind  to  regit  rd  the  "common  accidents"  of 
life,  and  the  uiual  courte  of  liie  elemental  igiinit  them 
he  may  provide,  in  aome  gowl  meaHire,  by  iniurancej 
but  I  would  appeal  to  my  honorable  friend,  and  a*k  him 
if  Mch  a  cataalmphe  as  the  New  York  fire  could  have 
been  anticipated*  whether,  on  anyjuit  preicience  ofthe 
future,  ao  dreadful  a  calamity  could  have  been  foretuld/ 
Sir,  the  exception  proves  the  rule. 

The  ume  honorable  Bentlemsn  ha*  compared  the 
perton*  for  whom  Ihia  relief  i>  intended  to  the  planter  of 
the  South)  and  asks,  if  his  eolion  crop  should  be  de- 
atroyed  by  the  clement*,  whether  he  could  claim  from 
Congrei*  to  he  indemnified?  But  the  eaie*  are  not  anal. 
Ogoui.  The  planter  ia  not  tbe  debtor  of  thtt  Govern- 
ment. If  a  direct  las,  however,  was  levied  upon  hU 
pkalation,  and  the  mean*  on  which  be  relied  to  pay  it 


■  held  for  import*  upon  mercliandi*e  which  hu  been 
coDHimcd  while  unaold  In  the  package,  or,  if  sold,  Oe- 
atroyed  whilr  in  the  hand*  of  the  wholesale  dealer,  the 
planter  would  be  entitled  to  relief  igainit  the  collection 
ofthe  lax  ahogctlier,  or  a  delay  of  payment  for  a  proper 

Another  ar^ment  uied  in  oppoaiiinn  to  ihe  bill  ii, 
lliat  tile  importer  ha*  unduubtcdiy  luld  the  merchindlie 
for  which  the  dutiei  are  due  to  the  country  merchant) 
and,  a*  ihecoriMumer  piya  the  duly  st  last,  llir  importer 
will  be  eventually  indemniRedr  even  furlber,  it  ii  intima- 
ted that,  It  thi*  mnmeni,  a  great  purt  of  the  duty  i* 
probably  realized.  Sir,  tliis  reasoning'  proceed*  upon 
an  incorrrct  liypotheai*.  1'he  imiiorten  uf  New  York 
(jo  not  (ell  tlieir  merchandiae  to  the  country  merchant) 
tjie  whole  amount  of  their  importation*,  with  but  very 
few  excrptions,  iidispoaed  of  to  the  jobber*,  or  whole- 
tale  dcalen,  whose  buiineis  iaiotell  again  to  the  retailer. 
Now,  these  purcbaaer*  were  resilient*  of  New  York,  and 
»uSi;red  in  common  with  their  venders)  and,  ao  far  from 
the  duly  being  paid,  the  presumption  ii,  the  preature 


conwquent  upon  thia  miafortnM  baa  eom)>elled  the  ■»• 
porter  to  extend  a  long  credit  to  hi*  debtor,  toaecurethe 
safety  of  thirfe  very  Mleifivm  which  fac  expected  to  dis- 
chsrgii  hi*  bond*  at  the  ciiatom-hoiiae. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  anomaly  i*  pretenteil, 
in  the  hiatory  of  tin*  conflagration,  that  more  than  one 
half  ofthe  inuirance  companies  who  had  risk*  upon  the 
property  connimed  *re  utterly  in*olvenli  and  thai,  per- 
haps, a  rractinn  more  than  30  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
ofthelr  loue*  will  .he  paid  to  tbe  insured)  while  even 
thi*  pittance  may  be  delayed  for  a  considershle  period, 
to  await  the  distribution  ofthe  nnderwritera*  effeela. 

I  approve  of  the  credit  propo*ed  by  this  bill,  on  tbe 
ground  tbst  the  amount  ofthe  bond*  wilt  be  retained  by 
the  enterprising  men  who  ire  lo  cloiely  identified  with  the 
prosperity  of  New  York— I  might  uy  the  whole  Union. 
It  will,  under  their  cire,  be  diverted  Into  every  channcr 
where  induMry  and  talent  and  public  ipirit  could  extend 
themielve*!  it  will  cheer  up  the  subdued  energle*  of  the 
unrortunitr,  and  open  anew  upon  the  adventurou*  the 
hope  of  future  lucceu.  It  will  be  safe  in  their  hand*, 
as  ilicy  will  li«ve  every  motive  to  preserve  itnimpured 
their  credit.  If  paid,  then  large  mm*  would  lie  on  de- 
polite  in  the  bank*,  without  1ntere*t,  and  liable  to  be  used 
aathose  who  control  moneyed  institution*  might  freldi*- 
po»ed  to  appropriate  it.  Sir,  if  the  public  revenue  i> 
to  lie  in  the*e  depositc  banks,  lubjeet  to  be  loaned  out 
to  those  who  are  so  forlunale  ai  to  become  the  borrow- 
ers, and  a  capital  ia  to  be  employed  for  their  benefil, 
for  which  they  psy  no  equivalent,  I  am  aatialied  that 
the  amount  of  Ihe  bonds  in  the  New  York  cDstom-house 
(whTCh  are  included  in  thisbill)  shall  renuin  In  tbe  band* 
of  the  Government  debton^  on  good  security. 

The  hill  now  before  the  committee  is  indeed  imper- 
fect) it  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  meet  tbe  exigencies  of 
the  caac)  as  I  should  be  wilting  that  aprovision  be  im- 
bodied,  that,  on  all  original  packages  destroyed  in  the 
hands  of  the  importer,  the  duties  should  be  released. 
But  tbe  relief  i*  demanded  now,  such  as  it  iai  and  I  fear 
that  any  ■Itempt  to  amend  the  bill  will  endanger  iia 
whole  object.  [  am.  therefore,  disposed  to  take  the 
measure  is  it  Is,  xnd  adopt  it  as  the  only  one  that  can 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Ur. 
FiCK(xs]ha*oppo*ed  the  billon  constitutional  grounds. 
The  argument  he  adduces  is,  that  we  have  but  a  trust 
power  confided  lo  u^  and  we  cannot  legislate  unlen  the 
authority  is  clearly  given.  I  grant,  for  tbe  preaent  case, 
the  argument — and  what  doe*  it  prove?  If  we  are  trus- 
tee*, and  the  mode  by  which  Ihe  tnist  is  to  be  executed 
is  defined  in  tlw  power  creating  the  trust,  titen  our  duty 
is  clear:  We  must  pursue  the  power  strictly.  But,  sir, 
if  the  mixte  is  not  prescribed,  then  wc  mtut  adopt  the 
maxim  ofthe  common  Uw,  and  it  is  a  principle  uf  equi- 
ty also — "tri  ntmagit  valial  quam  ptrtol." 

We  muMpreierve  the  trust,  ami,  todoio,  are  bound  lo 
follow  out  it*  end  and  object — adapting  the  mean*  to  the 
end,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  fiduciary  re- 
lation we  have  assumed,  and  the  purpoae  for  which  that 
relation  was  created. 

If,  then.  Coiigreai  has  the  right  to  levy  duties  on  im- 
ports, the  power  of  lelessiiig  them  necessarily  exislss 
and  if  the  power  lo  luhsiltute  the  credit  system  for 
cssh  payments  is  admitted,  then  the  power  to  extend 
those  credits  clearly  followij  and  certainly  it  cannot 
be  said  that  the  power  to  preserve  such  credit!,  by 
taking  new  teeurity,  and  allowing  further  indulgence, 
i*  not  also  included.  Alresdy  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  authorized,  by  law,  in  a  certain  class  of 
case*,  to  release  the  bond  altogether,  where  the  obli- 
gor is  clearly  intulrent)  to  say  nothing"  of  the  express 
power  in  the  constitution  to  ps«*,  il  Congress  shall  see 
lit,  a  general  bankrupt  luw.     I    do  not  admit  the  pecu- 
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liir  views  at  the  tionorible  f^nlleniMi  on  the  eonitilu- 
tlontt  qiieBtiim  invoWed  in  tin*  diKiinion.  tfiough  I  ad- 
mire the  boldnen  Knd  Ulent  with  which  St  rzprened 
them.  Sir,  when  the  rreit  work  orinlemil  impro**- 
nent,  which  ii  projected  fram  ChirteBlon  to  Cinciiiniti, 
■hil)  hsve  been  completed,  I  hope  he  will  look  in  upon 
our  wide-ipread  mitey;  he  will  there  And  thitlhe  nliint 

Ceople  of  hil  proud  State  wilf  be  g^'eeted  as  friendi  and 
rothen;  not  merely  a«  united  by  the  handt  of  inlereit,  but 
the  *[iH  Kroni^  liei  of  national  reelin(-,  ipringinf  up 
with  the  tiobleat  impulse  of  ogr  common  nature,  anr 
ehaitened  and  elevated  alio  by  Mioeialion.  Ves,  t  hopi 
the  lime  li  not  fir  distant  vrhen  the  palmetto  ahall  bi 
transplanted  to  our  uwn  wril,  and  grow  up  aide  bj  aide 
with  the  buckejre  of  our  roreatt 

Should  the  extended  credit  on  the  cuilom-houK  bonill 
Be  proper,  itill  it  ia  denied  that  the  diitiei  already  paid 
■hoiild  be  refunded.  I  conceive  the  claim  to  relief  reati 
npon  the  nme  gfround.  I  cannot  diilinguiih  between 
the  merchant  who  hai  paid  hii  bond  punctually,  in  or- 
der to  facilitate  the  importation  or  entry  of  other  raer- 
chandiie,  and  tlie  Importer  who  hai  pcrmitled  hia  bond 
to  lie  over.  II  ia  not  denied  but  the  obligors  were  indu- 
ced to  ditchar^  their  bonds,  under  the  belief,  and  iuat- 
ty,  too,  that  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  benellt  of  any 
subsequent  law  which  mijfht  be  passed  for  the  g*ner»l 
relief  of  the  importers.  To  preserve  their  credit,  then, 
and  under  circumstances  they  could  not  control,  the 
money  was  advanced:  shall  it  not  be  repaid,  and  the 
credit  extended  to  them!  I  can  find  no  reason  to  deny 
llie  privilefrei  but,  on  the  contrary,  everv  principle  of 
equal  and  just  lej^slation  demands  thst  they  should  be 
included  in  the  bill. 

The  question  ofinterest  I  do  not  regard  as  an  aim- 
ment  apuntt  the  bill.  Ifthe  measure  Is  one  of  relief,  it 
should  be  actual  reUefi  for,  if  interest  wai  required,  it 
would  confer  no  benefit,  but  rather  impose  a  burden. 
Tlie  merchant  would  be  unwiWng,  for  »  long  a  period, 
to  pay  seven  per  centum  for  money,  when  it  might  be 
obtirned  for  lessi  and,  ai  no  interest  is  ever  taxed  on 
bonds  taken  for  duties,  it  would  be  a  circumxance  of  no 
ordinary  occurrence  if  the  Government  should  become 
a  money-lender. 

It  hasbeenurgedjinthecourse  of  the  debate,  that  the 
leKislalion  of  Congress  furnished  no  precedent  for  this 
bill(  and  those  who  aupport  it  hsve  been  called  upon  to 
produce  a  parallel  case.  II  ia  true,  nr,  no  similar  case 
can  be  finind,  a*  the  ocoation  which  must  have  given  it 
•listettce  has  never  before  occurred  I  but  the  principle 
ha*  been  settled  by  repeated  legislative  acta.  If  we  ex- 
amine the  alatute  book,  we  shall  discover,  from  the  esr- 
lieat  history  of  oar 'Government  until  the  present  day, 
that  the  ground  upon  which  the  relief  is  now  asked  for 
the  New  Tork  sufferen  has  been  recognised  to  Its  full- 
est extent.  Fermltmato  detain  the  committee  for  a  few 
momenta,  while  I  present  an  epitome  of  cases,  selected 
as  those  most  apposite. 

An  act  was  passed  on  the  J'th  ofHarch,  17M,  "to  re- 
mit the  dutiea  on  certain  Preneh  vessels  which  had  takan 
refuge  in  American  portly  in  cooiequenee  of  the  negro 
insurreotion  at  Hiipaniola." 

June  7,  1794. — The  distillery  of  a  ciliien  of  Vermont 
wta  burnt  up,  and  the  excise  was  remitted. 

January  38,  1793.— The  tonnaga  duties  on  foreign 
i«b  ^ain  remitted,  which  conveyed  French  prlaoi 


prlaonen 


-    _  h  conveyed 

firoro  Nova  Scotia  to  Boston. 

January  I,  17M.— Tbe  dutiee  on  the  "eapadty  of 
Miliar  rearitted.  In  oontequence  of  the  deatruction  of 
fniit,  whloh  prevented  their  employment.  Thia  bill  wai 
fcwnl  io  Us  teriM,  and  ioeluded  all  who  bad  taken  oat 

Muvh  S,  1797 — The  dotles  on  snufTmiUi  ware  re- 
atlied,  wbeu,  by  lUlare  of  water  or  other  casual^,  tbey 
could  not  be  ai«(l. 


Usrch  3,  1797. — The  duties  on  English  vessels  driven 
into  Plymouth,  Uiisaehuaetis,  by  strea*  of  weather,  were 
remitted. 

February  19,  1803. —The  importera  who  had  suffiered 
by  (he  fire  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  were  reliev- 
ed by  an  extension  of  their  bonds. 

March  19,  1804.— Similir  relief  was  extended  to  th* 
merchsnls  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

March  3,  1317.— The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa 
authoriied  to  release  the  distiller  from  the  excise,  when 
be  was  satisfied,  by  proper  evidence,  that  the  Mill  had 
not  been  used)  and  he  was  further  empowered  to  refiind 
theduty,  if  paid. 

Miy  36,  1824.— All  distillers  who  had  paid  duties,  ac- 
cording Io  the  provisions  ofoneortheexeiae  laws,  wet* 
released,  and  llie  duties  refunded  to  them. 

March    2,  182r The  discriminating  duliea  on   aH 

Hamburgh  ah i pa,  which  hid  been  paid  between  tbe  3d 
day  of  Haroh,  1815,  and  the  tst  of  November  in  the 
aame  year,  wereremitted. 

It  willbereeollecledtlut,onthe  3d  day  of  March,  1815, 
an  act  was  passed  laying  cxtraonlinary  duties  upon  the 
vessels  of  the  Hanse  Towna,  to  countervail  simiUr  im- 
poita  upon  our  vessel*.  By  this  act,  the  President  waa 
authoriied  to  postpone  the  collection  of  those  dntiei, 
whenever  he  should  be  officially  advised  they  were  not 
exacted  from  our  merchsnls.  On  the  1st  of  November, 
1815,  Mr.  Madison  issued  his  proclanulion,  announcing 
that  the  city  of  Hamburgh  had  repeated  her  regulatione 
with  respect  to  our  comraercei  and  our  own  law,  of 
course,  ceased  to  operate:  yet,  in  ihe  interval,  IheHaoee 
merchsnta  bad  piid  duties  into  our  Treasury)  and,  oB 
Ihe  doctrine  of  honorable  gentlemen  who  have  debated 
tbis  bill,  the  Government  having  received  the  money, 
Congres*  had  no  right  to  refund  it. 

Haroh  3,  1831.— The  duties  imposed  by  the  law  of 
1830  were  remitted,  thougli  the  merehandiae  was  im- 
ported prior  to  December  31,  1830. 

February  35,  1833.— The  discriminating  dutiea  on 
coffee,  cocoa,  and  tea,  were  all  refunded. 

The  tail  two  acts,  sir,  proceed  upon  tbe  principle  of 
equity,  which  regards  that  **  done  which  ought  to 
have  been  done;  and  if  they  had  not  been  ptaeed,  the 
operation  oftheUrilTUws  would  have  been  moreunjiiit 
and  unequal  than  their  warmest  opponents  ever  pro 
nounced  them  to  be. 

reviev  of  these  caeea,  I  am  persoaded  that  lb* 
prirtciple  of  this  bill  is  fully  established  and  sustaloed. 
Every  objection  that  has  been  urged  to  it  mMl  har* 
lieen  made  to  each  and  all  of  the  laws  t  have  referred  10^ 
I  mean  ao  fiir  ai  Ihe  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
legislate  is  conoernedi  and  if  we  regard  the  policr  of 
Ihoae  lawa,  when  compared  with  tbe  expediency  of  Ifaa 
measure  before  us,  the  argument  ^cainit  it  Is  deprived 
ofits  wholeslrength.  Sir,  the  relief  proposed  by  this 
bill  will  be  fell  by  all,  even  by  those  for  whose  lossa 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  proposed  a  gratuity. 
Upon  the  importing  merchant,  and  the  great  mechanic 
cal  interest  wiib  which  he  is  so  closely  connected,  t.r*Tf 
other  portion  of  Ihe  population  of  New  York,  whether 
Ibe  profeisional  man,  the  money-lender,  tbe  retailer,  or 
tbe  Iboosand  "gentlemen  of  no  pertioahreatfing,"  wbo 
aibrenidable  olaaB  tlumigliont ' 


mainly  depends.  They  open  the  ehannels  of  Inuineaih 
and  by  broad  and  deep  the  fimndation  of  publte  pra»> 
perityt  their  skill  develops  Ihe  reaourcet  of  tbe  great 
mass,  and  their  energy  carries  them  out  into  happy  te- 
aul(*.  Let  it  not,  then,  be  said  that  the  merchant  is  otAf 
to  be  bencfiladt  such  a  view  o(  the  caae  Is  not  wanant- 
ed  by  the  principles  of  the  bill,  or  tbe  interest*  it  ia  Va- 
tended  tB  protect. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret  to  differ  with  maoy  of  my 
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■■  thill  but  I  reel  that  every  principle  of  duly  reqnirei 
me  to  |ti*e  Ihn  bill  imj  humble  (up|Mirt.  My  opiniofisi 
■ir,  aucb  SI  they  nr,  u  to  the  pnlicy  Ihi*  6aTcmmenl 
Wiould  punue  in  relation  to  (he  whole  cotintrj',  I 
hftfe  no  dlipoiilion  to  di^uiie.  A>  ft  ireitern  Kikn, 
whiie  I  >h*lt  untiringly  Miitain  the  ri^ht,  on  (he  part  of 
Congreu,  to  iDiprove  our  riTcr*,  eitablikli  mttonal  roadt, 
■nd  proicrct  our  own  induiUy,  I  euinot  fbrKct  that 
I  Mti,  to  Tar  a*  one  indiTiduil  is  concerned,  lrKi*)iling  for 
the  whole  Unioniand  the  same  broad  principle  «rju*tice 
which  goTcrni  me  in  my  conitruction  of  tlie  conititulion, 
•I  to  the  leading  interest*  of  thii  coHfederaeytidmonithca 
me  that  I  ought  notto  limit  ittoKctional  boundaries. 
With  my  wcilem  friends  I  ihsll  zcitouily  unite  (on 
our  juil  shire  ofibeMrplui  revenue,  snd  to  nuke  the 
importance  and  (he  weight  of  our  porlion  of  (he  Union 
felt  upon  every  proper  occasion.  I  aliatl  not  be  induced 
to  nipporl  any  measure  by  which  ihe  power,  the  int( 
or  the  honor,  ofthe  West  can  be  circumscribed,  or 
queslionedi  but  I  shall,  neverthelcst,  sustain  alt  proper 
approprialloni  for  our  naval  and  militiry  E*(abli»hmcntii 
Ktt  by  a  profnse  eipenditure  of  the  public  treasure,  by 
which  patronage  may  be  ei(ended,  and  importan(  trtuts 
abused,  but  by  a  safe,  guarded,  and  welMif^ed 
icheme  for  the  distribution  of  our  revenue  (hnHighou( 
every  portion  of  our  oommoa  country!" 

The  fi(*(e  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  (he 
people  of  my  immedia(e  district,  more  especially  of  (hat 
beauliful  cilj  whose  merclianls  snd  mechanics  are  not 
surpassed  in  intelligence,  skill,  and  industry,  by  any  people 
on  (he  globet  whose  untiring  energies  liave  overcome, 
isi  the  infancy  of  their  ins(i(u(ions,  what  older  and 
wealthier  comimini lies  have  not  dared  to  B(t«mpt)lhey, 
»r,  take  a  deep  inlerest  in  the  passage  of  this  bill) 
and  I  should  feel  (hat  I  had  disappointed  their  Just  expect- 
ations, did  I  not  support  it  with  all  my  act).  The 
eitixens  of  Ohiocin  never  be  unmindful  of  New  York, 
while  they  remember  her  Clinton  and  her  Fullon.  Sir, 
when  bis  own  State  had  deprived  De  Wilt  Clinton  orthe 
I»«  poor  privilege  of  luperinlending'  (hose  great  publii 
works  which  have  Immortaliaed  his  name,  Ohio  did  no. 
ferget  him.  His  presence  was  invoked  at  the  commence. 
Ment  of  her  great  canal,  and  he  broke  the  first  ground 
where  there  t*  aow  a  continued  water  communieaiion 
of  nor*  than  three  hundred  miles.  And,  Ur,  Chairman, 
ifNew  York  shall  ever,  in  Ihe  bitterness  of  parly,  deny 
to  her  diatinguiahed  statesman  the  honor  tha(  is  due  ' 
kia  taeBory,  his  name,  through  alt  (ime,  will  he  rcmei 
bcred  io  the  West.  "  O  Itrram  Ulan  bulm  qua  hme 
wrun  txttptrit  Amu  ingratam,  n  g'tetril  miteram  ti 

Htfora  I  close  my  remarks,  I  muit  be  permiKrd  lossy 
tiMt,  if(he  success  of  any  of  (hole  mriiurei  of  public 
improvement  which  have  been  pmjecdd  for  ilie  West 
had  depended  upon  (he  support  of  the  honorable  chair- 
manoftheCommiltec  of  WiysandHesns,  who  reported 
thiabill,  those  measures  would  never  have  been  csrried 
out.  Bvao  at  the  last  seseion  ofCcnfrress,  1  find  his  name 
recorded  B^inat  an  appropriation  of  (50,000  for  clearing 
out  the  Ohio  riveri  and,  on  the  memorable  latt  day  of 
tbataesaion  bis  vole  was  given  agiinst  the  bill  (o  extend 
the  Cumberland  road.  Such  are  the  tender  mercies 
of  those— for  some,  at  least,  of  those — for  whose  constit- 
uents I  ahall,  neverlhelea^  iniiit,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  unpleasant  recollections,  nor  yet  for  the 
other  purpose  of  rclorning  "evil  wi(h  good,"  but 
because  it  is  just  and  expedient  (hat  the  relief  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  should  be  grsnied. 

I  have  heard  upon  this  floor  Injurious  sud  unfounded 
insinusiions  opon  the  motives  of  western  men  in  Ibis 
House)  and,  sir,  1  have  hearil  them  repelled  in  a  proper 
ton*  and  qiilit.  I  am  satiafied  such  will  always  be  the 
case,  wtMnBver  and  wherever  tl^  may  be  proper  to 
cut  baok  the  reproach. 


It  hat  beet)  said,  Ur.  Cbmnmn,  that  New  York  ha* 
supplied  Ihe  West  with  her  principal  capital,  and  wa 
have  t>een  reminded  of  Ihe  force  of  the  obligailon. 
True,  air,  the  atocka  in  our  banks  railroads,  canals,  and 
our  public  lands,  loo,  hsre  been  purchased  by  eastern 
specuUtorsi  not  from  any  pirticulsr  regard  for  the  Wett, 
or  the  people  ofthe  Weil,  but  became  the  inveatment 
promised  (o  be  largely  protiiable.  Besuhs  were  more 
regarded  than  the  idea  of  furnishing  facilities  for  our 
industry  and  enterprise.  Wherever  timilar  advantaRep 
iould  be  found,  similar  investments  would  be  msde ;  for, 
tike  the  elenMtnt  to  which  it  is  so  olHen  compared, 
money  must  snd  always  wilt  find  its  Icvcli  it  will  break 
down  every  obstacle,  and  trace  lo  its  source  every  stream 
ofhuiinen.  But  is  it  true  (bat  all  this  capital  ii  owned 
in  Wall  street.'  Are  nolihe  agents  ofthe  Rolhsehihl). 
the  Bsrings,  and  the  Wilsons,  not  only  Ihe  holders  but 
(he  d'Stribulon  ofa  large  share;  snd  do  they  calculate,  in 
the  discharge  of  their  trust,  any  other  contiagvndea 
than  Ihe  aafest  mode  to  derive  Ihe  best  profit^  I  leave 
the  totution  ofthe  queition  to  Ihe  liononble  gentleman 
who  reminded  us  of  our  obligation. 

Mr  Chairman,  while  I  regard  the  cily  of  New  York, 
eonaidered  in  her  commercial  chancier,  as  representing 
(he  whole  Union,  as  (he  ciliiens  of  (he  whole  Union 
oompose  her  population  and  add  to  her  resoutcest  while 
I  feel  a  pride  In  owning  her  as  the  London  of  America, 
and  would  trace  all  the  beauty  of  oatliae  in  Ihe  scenery 
around  her  wliieh  could  be  appropriaied  to  Ihe  hay  of 
Naples  and  the  Amed  ciiy  which  rises  from  its  bosomi 
while,  sir,  I  see  in  her  crowded  sirecli  snd  Bc(ive  popu- 
lation no  token  uf  decay,  but  rallier  the  aniirance  of  a 
great  and  glorious  destiny,  I  cannot  be  unmindful  of 
that  hiiber  duty,  that  stronger  tie  of  feeling  and  iRec- 
tion,  which  biniU  me  lo  the  West.  In  that  expanded 
and  stil)  eipkndlng  region,  (heipiri(  of  Ihe  people — I 


n  the  II 


n   spirit 


I  alive  in  all  it*  Frcih- 


of  pursuit,    yet,    on   the    mrimenloua  subject  of  whit 
belongs  to  the  character  of  freemen,  ihey  have  but  one 
opinion,  and    hold  one  common  language.      LikeuMr 
rirrri,  sir,  Ihnwgh  theymfy  bum  farlh  from  the  mnunlaia 
side,  or  spring  up  in  Ihe  prairie,  Ihey  unite  at  last  i> 
one  common  channel,  and  roll  on  In  one  glorious  current 
(o  the  same  common  ocean. 
When  Mr.  SToazn  had  concliided  his  remarks, 
Mr  HUNT  rose  and  sddreised  the  Ciiairai  fallows: 
Ur  Chsirman:  I  im  fully  sware  that  favors  may  be  de- 
layed until  all  grace  in  conferring  Ihem  n,uatbelaBt;and 
1  am  equally  aaarc  thai  even  aeimple  act  ofjuilice  may 
come  loolate  to  effect  ill  object.    Iimadmonohed  ofthe 
Iruih  of  this  sentiment  by  a  letter  now  bclbre  mefrnm 
ew  York,  under  dale  ol  the  15ih  ins(ant— a  Ititcr  from 
source  entitled  lo  all  credence,  and  not  written  with  any 
lew  lo  ihis  debate,    in  that  letler,  action,  prompt  and 
speedy  aclion,  it  called  ftirund  I  am  tuld  tliat  in  caw  wa 
do  itolhinf,  distress  beyond  description  must  be  felt  snd 


ilude  Inlhe  speedy  pituge of  the  bill  now  befere  the 
Dmmillee,  I  shall  not  delsy  scilon  by  proirscliog  the 
iscuisiun  beyond  a  few  brief  moments.  Discussion  on 
the  part  ofthe  friends  of  this  bill  may  well  be  ipsred, 
after  the  lucid,  eloquent,  and  able  appeala  made  by  the 
genllrmtn  from  Musachusells  [Mr.  Paiturs]  and  tba 
gentleman  from  Oliio[Hr.8T0*aB.]  Theargumenllcoutd 
-lot  strengthen,  and  most  assuredly  1  should  regret  by 
my  attempt  of  mina  to  weaken  it. 

Hytaak  ia  avery  humble  oneiit  is,  in  thefirat  pbee,  an 
behalf  of  my  native  Slate,  to  render  my  sincere  thanks  ta. 
those  gentlemen  for  tba  spirit  snd  manner  in  which  thcr 
have  rascued  tbia  bill  frot^  the  repreacb  MOght  to  b« 
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cut  upon  it|  mnd,  in  the  woond  plaoe,  to  cRdravor  to 
obvikte  MJiiM  or  the  ohjeetion*,  not  pirticuUrlr  noticed 
by  thoK  ^nllemen,  urged  by  the  gentlemin  rrora  South 
Ckrolini,  [Mr.  PicK(!ii,]the  ^ntlanan  Oom  Kentuek]'i 
[Ur.  HimniK,]  «ndUie  ■enlleman  from  iHipde  lilind, 
[Mr.  PiA""! 

Sir,  it  Km  anordeil  «e  unrd^nied  pleuure  to  litten  to 
the  imuily  defence  bete  Mibiaitted  of  the  cbuactera  of 
tboae  nnra  immedwUly  inlereitcd  in  the  proriaioiii  of 
thia  bill — the  chinotera  of  our  cnerchante — comintTi  u 
that  ilefenee  hu,  from  thnie  connected  wiih  New  York 
tm\f  by  that  nlver  cord  or  cninmon  nature  vhieh  in  the 
*ocwl  state  bindi  man  to  him  fellow,  but  which  oannot  ha 
loosed  wilhoal  breaking  the  gaUen  bowl,  the  pitcher  at 
th«  rountain,  the  wheel  it  the  ciitern,  and  reaolring  to- 
eicljr  back  into  itn  original  elements- 
Sir,  to  the  oliaraolar  of  the  merchant  I  wish  to  add 
but  one  liirthcr  wiineai  a  witncaa  rankinfr  anvnnfit  the 
grcktnt  men  of  tbit  or  any  uther  agei  and  I  ad<^t  the 
letlimony  of  Dr.  Cbalmera,  given  in  immediate  refer- 
ence to  the  Engliah  merchant,  ai  applicable  in  all  it* 
freahneu,  force,  ami  truth,  to  my  own  coimlrymen. 
Henyii'Mt  might  tempt  one  to  be  proud  of  hi>ip«cie> 
when  he  looki  at  the  faith  that  ii  put  in  him  by  a  diitant 
oon«*ponilent,  who,  without  one  other  hold  of  him  thin 
hia  honor,  conngni  to  him  the  wealth  of  &  whole  ftotilla, 
and  ilaepa  in  the  conSdcnoe  that  it  is  aafe.  II  ia,  indeed, 
an  animating  thought,  amid  the  gloom  of  thia  world'a  de- 
pravity, when  we  behold  the  credit  which  one  man  puli 
in  anoUter,  though  Mparatetl  by  oesaniand  by  oontinenlti 
when  he  llxea  tlM  anchor  of  a  ture  and  ateady  depend- 
enea  on  the  reported  honeaty  of  one  whom  he  never 
*awi  when,  with  all  hia  feara  lor  the  treachery  of  the 
varied  element!  through  which  hia  property  hai  to  paia, 
beknowa  that,  ihould  it  only  arrive  at  the  door  of  it* 
dcilined  agent,  all  hia  frars  and  all  hia  aiupieioni  mar  be 
at  an  end.  We  know  nothing  finer  than  luch  an  act  of 
homage  from  one  human  being  lo  another,  when  per- 
hapi  the  diameter  of  the  globe  ■■  between  themi  nor  do 
we  think  tint  either  the  renown  of  her  victoriei,  or 
the  wiidom  of  her  councila,  *o  lignalizea  the  country  in 
which  we  Mm,  u  doea  the  honorable  dealing  of  her 
mercbantii  that  all  Ibe  glorira  of  Briliih  policv  and 
Britiah  valor  are  far  eclipaed  by  the  moral  sptendor 
whioh  Briliih  faith  has  thrown  over  the  name  and  the 
character  of  our  natiom  nor  has  the  gatllered  la  proud  a 
distinction  from  all  the  Iributariea  of  her  power,  aa  she 
haa  done  from  the  awarded  conAdence  of  tboae  men,  of 
all  tribea,  and  etAon,  and  languages,  who  look  to 
agency  for  the  most  failhltal  of  all  management,  anc 
our  keeping  for  the  moat  inviolable  of  all  cutlody." 

aucb,  Mr.  Chairman,  ia  the  character  of  the  clan  of 
men  who  are  now  asking  you  for  legiilalion- 

Thegenlteman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Picuxi] 
auppoaei  (here  arc  consliliitional  objeetiona  Id  th'a  bill, 
arising  under  those  leclioni  oftha  constitution  which 
provide  that  ■■  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  ahall  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States;"  snd  sgain,  that 
<■  no  preference  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulalion  of 
^  commerce  or  revenue,  la  the  porta  of  one  Stale  over 
those  of  analber."  The  answer  to  thia  objection  haa,  in 
my  appreheniion,  been  abundantly  furnished  by  the 
genthmen  wlio  have  pn-oeited  me.  If  the  objeation  be 
well  taken,  every  fonihoaiion  and  every  light-house  you 
have  erected  has  been  in  vioUtiOD  of  the  eonttilulioni 
and  ihe  practical  construction  given  your  conitituiion 
has,  from  the  commencement  of  your  Government,  been 
wrong.  But,  air,  again:  whatever  may  be  oomidered  as 
the  true  construction  of  Ihe  leclioni  of  the  conitilulioo 
above  quoted,  I  subndt  that  the  bill  under  consideration 
' — "  "■" — '-Mto  the  ohjeetioa  taken.  The  purpart  of 
is  liMply  to  reflate  Ihe  debts  due  the 
And  strange    indeed  is  Ihe  praporition 


the  embarraaaed  debtor.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolini  also  staled  that  Ihe  English  Government  had 
uniformly  rehied  tointarrsra  in  oase*  of  this  descrip- 
tion! that  nn  relief  had  there  been  granted  since  the 
great  Era  in  London.  Sir,  it  may  weU  be  that  the  hont 
orable  genlleman  bai  atet  with  no  special  act  of  Eng- 
llah  legialalion  on  thia  aubjcct  since  tha  period  rcferreit 
to  by  hlmi  but  sure  I  am  that,  upon  reflection,  be  trill 
perceive  that  in  England,  for  many  years  pail,  no  partic- 
ular legislation  has  been  neededi  for,  since  her  commer. 
cial  law  received  Us  11  lust  rations,  its  form  and  qrmmelry, 
from  Ihe  adjudications  of  htr  MansAcId,  ibis  subject  haa 
been  amply  provided  for  by  general  aola.  The  syatciai 
of  the  two  Government*  are  diRerent.  The  Engliah  is 
the  warehousing  ayslemi  ours  ii  the  system  of  oaih  duties 
and  bonds.  Should  the  time  ever  arrive  in  thia  country 
when  our  political  men  on  turn  their  attention  from  the 
evanescent  party  polilici  of  the  ilay  to  the  great  and 
abiding  interests  of  liie  nation,  it  will  not,  I  apprehend, 
be  difficult  lo  satisfy  them  that  much  may  be  learnt  and 
advantageously  copied  from  the  English  system.  As 
early  as  the  43d  of  Grorge  111  an  act  wm  passed  provi- 
ding that  the  Govrmment  and  its  ofHcers  should  not  be 
liable  lo  the  owners  of  good*  destroyed  by  acddent  in 
the  warehouse,  and  alio  providing  for  tile  remiaion  oT 
duliea.  The  provision*  of  that  act  were  somewhat  ex- 
tended by  sets  of  3d  and4lh  ^Villiam  IV.  The  doctrina 
«f  remission  of  duties  wa*  not  a  new  one,  introduced  by 
the  *«t  of  George  III.  That  doolrine  was  familiar  to  the 
peoplei  but  Ihe  act  Itad  become  necessary,  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  settling  a  viied  question  in  the  English  court*  of 
justice — a  question  whether,  in  case  of  loss  of  goods  by 
any  accident  other  than  that  termed  Ihe  act  of  God,  or 
tba  public  enemies,  the  Government  or  Its  officers  were 
not  liable  lo  Ihe  owner  fbr  their  value,  upon  Ihe  legal 
principles  of  bailment. 

Thus,  air,  it  will  ha  SMn  that.  In  England,  there  m 
ample  provision  for  case*  Ilka  tlis  one  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Nay,  the  English  acts  cover  vastly  mora 
ground  than  the  bill  before  you.  They  provide  for  re- 
missiom  this  bill  only  provides  fer  an  extension  of  credit. 
It  hss  been  objected  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Is- 
land [Mr.  PsABCi]  Ihit  the  proposed  bill  makes  the  col- 
lector the  judge  of  Ihe  sufficiency  of  the  sureties  oRered. 
Is  this,  sir,  any  new  provision?  Will  it  clothe  the  collect- 
or with  any  new  power,  which  may  be  abused^  He  ia 
now  the  judge  in  this  matter.  But,  sir,  pass  this  bill, 
and  tlia  Government  will  gain  one  important  advintsg*'-. 
the  right  to  claim  new  and  undoubted  luratiei^  in  case 
the  olid  anretie*  are  not  tatisfaclory  to  the  collector.  I 
will  not  enlarge  upi)n  this  irgiiment,  but  will  submit 
that,  ill  view  of  this  wide.spread  and  desolating  calamity, 
afreoting  (mterially  all  the  relations  of  business,  this  fea- 
ture of  the  bill  ia  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  P babes]  haa, 
also,  with  great  industry  and  ability,  collected  and  prcr 
senled  to  us  a  variety  of  caaea  in  which  Congresa  baa  re> 
fused  lo  interfere.  Many  of  them,  sir,  may  hive  been 
cases  of  great  individual  bardiliip.  They  certainly  were 
preienleil  by  the  gentleman,  as  were  all  his  view*  and 
appeals,  in  a  mauiier  well  cilculated  for  cfTi^ct.  In  ref- 
erence to  those  cases,  I  will  only  remark  that  we  know 
not  their  peculiar  ami  attendant  circumstance*,  nor  lh« 
reaaona  influencing  former  Legislatures  lo  refuse  relief. 
Bui,  on  this  Buhjectof  precedent,  permit  me  to  add  to 
the  list  of  cases  presented  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Ur.  Stobib.]  On  the  Ulh  of  June,  1790,  duties  were 
remitted  on  gooda  of  T.  S.  Jenkins  Ec  Co.,  of  Hudson, 
New  York,  destroyed  on  their  passage  from  New  York 
toUudsoo. 

Ai^ttut  4,    1790.— Duties   were  renutted  on  salt    af 
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■lewMt  h  DiTldcon,  of  Annipant,  dcatrojred  bj  flood 
the  night  lAer  it  wu  luidad. 

kkf  9,  179i. — Dutin  were  remitteil  on  coffee  ile- 
Mroved  by  fire  *t  Baltinnre. 

Jane  7,  179i.— Dutie*  wer«  remitteil  on  duliHed 
■pirili  of  Rogen,  of  Hiddleburj,  Vermonli  deatroyed 
by  fire. 

Januii7 15,  irOB.— S'miller  retiaf  gnnled  to  Weit  b 
Uaey,  of  Cturieitan,  South  Cerotbia,  on  wgete  dcMroyed 
by  fire. 

Uarch  3|  1B01— Simihr  relief  gnuited  to  Htby  Mid 
otheri,  on  ten  burnt  et  ProTidence. 

February  19,  1H3.— Bitenaion  of  one  jeer  granted 
on  the  bonda  of  thoie  who  aufTered  by  fire  M  Potta- 
mouth.  New  Hampahirr. 

March  19,  1S04. — Similar  relief  granted  on  bonda  at 
Norfolk,  Vii^c'mia. 

February  10,  1B07. — Similar  relier  granted  on  bonda 
at  Portamouih. 

April  II,  1830. — Extenaion  of  four  yean  Rranted  on 
the  bonda  of  thoae  auAcring  by  (ire  at  Savannah,  and  who 

May  S,  1834.— An  eslenaion  of  four  yeara  on  Ihe  bond 
of  R.  Van  Syckle,  of  Philadelphia,  having  Buffered  by 
fire,  and  not  inaured. 

Thia  liat  of  precedent*  mi)(ht  be  almoat  IndeBnitety  ex- 
tended. But,  air,  I  trait  they  are  auffident  to  aniwcr 
the  argument  of  Ihegenllenun  drawn  Avm  precede nia, 
and  will  at  leaat  prove  that,  ifal  limca  Government  baa 
refuaed  to  inlerfere,  yet  at  other  timea,  and  in  numeroue 
caaei,  it  haa  interfered  tn  afford  relief.  And  it  ia  merely 
in  thia  light  I  have  cited  (lie  above  caaeai  for,  ao  far  «a 
concema  my  own  vote,  I  ihall  never  be  troubled  for  a 
precedent  in  a  case  where  my  conactenee,  directed  by 
my  beal  judgment,  impel*  me  lo  act. 

It  haa  been  objected  again,  that  there  may  be  a  claia  of 
anfferer*  in  New  York,  equally  meritoriou*  with  thoae  in- 
cluded in  Ihi*  bill,  and  who  are  not  provided  for  in  it. 
Tbia  objeclioa  may  be  true  to  a  certain  estenti  J  ley  may 
be,  for  a*  yet  the  objection  reata  mainly  open  conjec- 
ture. But,  air,  if  true  in  ila  whole  extent,  doea  it  IdIIow 
(hat,  beoanaewecannot  in  Ihia  bill  relieve  all,  we  shall  re 
lierenone)  If  there  be  another  claas  of  sufferer*  entitled, 
upon  vell-known  principlea  of  legislation,  lo  relief,  1 
ahill  moat  cheerfully  go  with  the  gentleman  in  affording 
Ihsl  relief. 

It  haa  also  been  objected  that,  by  puung  thia  bill,  you 
will  ealablish  a  precedent  authoriaing  Savannah  and 
other  cities  to  claim  relief.  To  thia  abjeotion  I  would 
say,  that  whenever  Savannah,  or  any  other  place,  shall 
present  a  ok  similar  in  principle  to  the  preaent  one,  we 
shall  be  bound  loaci  upon  ii|  and  I  can  never  eanaent  to 
withhold  an  act  oTjualice,  through  fear  ofili  pecuniary 
coftaequencei. 

A  further  objection  has  been  drawn  from  Ihe  tuppoai- 
tion  thai,  at  the  expiration  of  the  extended  credit,  the 
bonds  may  not  be  collcElable,  end  the  importer  (who 
doe*  not  alwaya  give  the  bond)  be  made  liable  to  the 
Government  j  baaing  this  objection  upon  the  decision*  of 
our  courts,  which  hold  Ihe  importer  liable,  even  when  a 
bnnd  has  been  given  by  the  factor.  Were  thi*  objection 
well  taken,  I  ahould  feel  the  Deeeaiily  of  inserting  in  the 
bill  a  new  proviaiDn.  But,  sir,  a  moment's  consideration 
must,  I  think,  satisfy  every  legal  gentleman  that  no  pro- 
vision of  the  kind  i*  neceaaary.  Sir,  the  legal  effect  of 
Ihii  act  mult,  beyond  all  doubt,  be  to  adopt  the  bond*> 
men  as  the  true  and  only  debtora  of  the  Governmcoli 
tbits  releatnng  the  importer  from  all  liability. 

The  gentleman  Irom  Kentucky  [Ur.  UAaoi>]  avow* 
himaelf  m  favor  of  the  proviiion  in  the  revenue  lawa  al- 
lowing the  drawback  on  goods  exptwted.  That  provi- 
aion  he  considers  a  legitimate  regulation  of  oaaunerce. 
if  the  gentleman  will  but  carry  out  his  principle,  he  will 


present  bill.     Why,  ifr,  i _  .  , 

oecaua*  lb*  gooda  have  not  gone  into  Ihe  haoda  of  (be 
eeneuroer  for  home  conaumption.  Then,  in  principle, 
how  does  thia  case  differ.'  Have  theae  gooda  gone  mto 
the  hand*  of  Ihe  CI  '     "'"    ""'        '  ~ 


ipon  tboiMands.  In  thia  way,  enable  your  merehant*  lo 
continue  business,  and  your  preaent  bonda  will  be  met, 
and  new  importaliona  be  made  lo  aupply  the  place  made 
vacant  by  the  fire,  and  upon  whicli  new  imporlatione 
Government  will  again  receive  Its  duties)  thus  reeetving 
duties  twice  upon  what  ha*  entered  but  onee  mto  the 
conMimption  of  the  country.  But  pre**  the  Immediate 
payment  of  the  outetanding  bond*,  and  I  a*k  the  com- 
mittee to  reSect,  with  the  evidence  before  gentlemen 
from  private  aooreei  and  from  the  Treaaury  UeplrtmeM, 
whether  there  be  not  great  danger  of  driving  m 


national  loa*. 

From  the  remarks  I  have  made,  Ihe  committee  will 
have  preceived  that  I  place  ihii  bill  before  them  not  aa 
appealing  to  the  charily  M' the  nition.  No,  airj  it  cornea 
to  mc,  and  ao  I  with  to  preaent  it  lo  the  committee,  com- 
mended by  every  conMeraiion  which  ahould  influenoee 
wise  and  provident  creditor  in  hia  dealing*  with  lb*  aif* 
fering,  unfortunate  debtor. 

Mr.  LANE  said  the  bill  under  conrideration  wai  one 
he  denred  to  niatain  by  his  vote,  and  he  had  intended  to 
gire  a  ailent  one.  The  extraordinary  reaiatance,  bow- 
ever,  made  to  it  from  a  certain  quarter,  haa  rendered  it 
a  duty  he  owes  to  himetlf,  and  thoea  whom  he  ha*  the 
honor  of  repreaenting,  to  detain  the  committee  a  few 
moment*  in  giving  aome  of  the  reaaoni  which  influenced 
that  vole. 

Sir,  were  the  shipping  merdianl*  of  the  dly  of  New 
York  the  only  claaa  of  pcraoa*  to  be  relieved  by  Ibe 
proviaiona  of  the  bill,  hi*  vote  would  be  a  different  one. 
Twenty  or  twenty.flvB  milliona  of  mereenlile  capiul  haa 
been  annihilated  by  a  fire  (hat  let  all  human  exertion* 
and  human  akill  at  deflanee — a  calamity  a*  fearful  and 
alarming  aa  unlooked-for  and  eileoaive  in  ita  effeeti — 
not  only  an  individual,  buta  national  calamity,  extending 
ita  effect*  to  every  portion  of  Ihl*  extended  counlry. 

Sir,  what  ia  the  etfeot  of  (hi*  loa*  to  the  immedlele  in- 
dividual* concerned,  iheTreuary,  the  commerce  of  the 


eouniry,  and  the  people'  The  individual  ahipper  hat 
given  nia  bond  for  the  dulyi  tlie  good*  ere  deetrr—-'  -- 
him  it  i*  a  clear  lo**i  he  muat  either  fold  hi*  ai 


yield  hi*  bnstnesa  in  deapair,  or  ship  a  like  quantity 
to  supply  the  place  of  thoae  consumed.  Upon  theae  he 
paya  the  dulyi  it  paeie*  into  the  Treaauryt  the  individ- 
ual loaeai  the  Government  receive*  double  duty,  and  is 
the  only  gainer. 

The  bill  aakt  not  lo  remit  the  duly,  but  to  extend  the 
payments,  llii*  la  aaid  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Gxivia]  to  be  tinjuat  aitd  partial  in  it*  ope- 
ration—that the  cotton  planter  might  with  the  aame  pro- 
priety, if  hi*  crop  aliould  be  blasted  by  an  early  frost, 
call  upon  Congreai  for  relief.  The  case  has  noanalngyi 
the  planter  owea  Ihe  Govemment  nothing  for  hia  cropi 
the  Government  ha*  no  control  over  It.  Not  ao  with 
the  goods:  the  cuitom-houie  officer  takea  poeaenion  of 
Ibe  gnodi — puta  hia  aeal  upon  tbem  until  bonded.  But, 
sir,  Buppote  Ihe  cotton  planter  a  tenant,  and  his  entire 
crop  destroyed  by  the  fury  of  Ihe  element*,  what  would 
be  aaid  of  the  Undlord  who  would  refuae  time  for  Ihe 
payment  of  rent,  or  lo  relinquiab  the  whole  or  a  part. 
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bond  for  the  duly.  Tha  goodB  are  told  to  ■  vetlern 
HMrchaat,  who  rcUib  Ihem  to  th«  peoplr.  Upon  what 
teniM  ara  the;  Kild  and  relailedr  The  weitcrn  oerdiant 
buya  at  S,  6,  or  9  montha,  and  retail*  them  to  tb«  peo- 
ple, hi*  ouitamer*,  at  IS  monthi  credit.  It  ii  the  policy 
and  iateretf  of  the  wertern  merchant  to  keep  hii  New 
York  d«bl  ••  large  a*  pooible,  money  beinK  worth  more 
in  tbs  Wed  (ban  in  the  Bad.  The  poweaiian  o\  it  cn- 
•blei  bim  to  purchaae  the  produce  of  the  countr]'.  Thejr 
de«ire  no  relief,  but  the  uwal  and  ordinary  indulgence. 
Preai  the  New  York  merchant,  he  urgei  payment  earlier 
and  mors  earaeilly  from  the  wewem  relaileri  be  prenei 
hii  ciulomer,  and  the  entire  di*treu  e*enl,ually  fall* 
upon  the  people  of  every  cla**  and  condition  in  life.  In 
proponion  a*  you  rellcTe  the  New  York  merchant  from 
tb't*  catimiij',  you  relieve  the  whole  people — the  whole 
nation<~hy  a  coatinuance  of  the  uaual  credit,  commerce, 
and  confidence.  Uence,  lir,  inaimuch  a*  in  voting  for 
the  relief  in  the  bill  we  ihall  relieve  ihe  humbleit  cili- 
aen  in  hit  diitricl,  he  ihould  accord  hi*  tupport. 

Ur.  UNDERWOOD  ipokein  oppowlionto  the  bill, at 
coniiderabic  length. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  »«idth»t  be  w»*  deurou*  of  saying 
a  few  word*  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under 
conaideration,  before  ihe  final  action  of  the  commit- 
tee upon  it|  tliat  bit  opinion)  upon  luch  a  uibjectai  thii 
could  not  be  influenced  in  the  leait  by  any  eoniideration 
of  a  political  or  parly  character,  and  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  thoae  of  any  member  of  Ihe  commillee  would 
be,  netwilhBlandinjf  the  illuiioni  to  uich  aubjecti  lo 
often  made  in  the  dcbatei  Ihat  be  would  extend  to  the 
citiien*  of  New  York  Ihe  lame  relief,  and  nu  more,  that 
he  would  b«  wiJIinK  to  allow  lo  any  other  cily  in  the 
Union  viiiled  by  lucb  calamity. 

The  qneition*  which  prewnled  themielve*  to  the  con- 
aideration of  the  committee  upon  thi*  bill  were  Minilar, 
in  all  ropecU,  to  other*  which  had  been  ol\en  before 
Congre**— he  might  indeed  ny,  almoat  every  Canicre** 
from  Ihe  origin  of  Ihe  Government!  that  ibe  action  of 
Congre**  upon  Ihi*  clan  of  cB*ei  w**  a*  well  actlled  and 
more  clotely  *dhercd  to  than  upon  any  other  he  had 
examined)  and  if  Ihe  delermlnaliun*  of  Congreu  were  in 
any  ca*e  to  form  anile  fur  ii*  future  action,  the  relief  to 
which  the  preient  applicant*  were  entitled  under  the  un- 
geioflhB  Government,  and  which  they  ought  to  expect, 
ihould  be  conndered  a«*uch.  For  more  than  thirty  year^ 
smilar  relief  bwl  been  extended  toallaucb  apphcantif 
and  he  believed  Ihat  there  wa«  not  a  (ingle  caie  m  which 
it  liid  been  refuicdi  th*I  hi*  object  in  addreaung  the 
committee  at  ihii  late  hour  wa*  to  give  a  conciae  view 
of  ibe  course  herelorore  ulopled  upon  tucbapplicationii 
he  believed  it  wa*  liberal  and  juit,  and  aliould  be  allow- 
ed to  Ihe  preient  applicin1*i  and  that  ihe  anieadinent 
which  he  had  the  honor  of  nibmiuing  to  ihei 
alion  w»*  inlendeil  lo  bettow  the  «aine  relief  that  bad 
been  heretofore  f^ven  under  limilar  circnmstincei,  and 
he  truMed  would  be  adopted  by  the  ooiamittee  in  lieu  of 
the  tint  Kcl  ion  of  Ihe  bill. 

Mercbaiidiae  imported  into  the  United  Stale*,  upon 
which  tlie  dutie*  to  the  Government  had  been  paid  or 
aacurcd  Id  be  paid,  wB*  uflen  dexlroyed  by  fire,  flood*, 
or  KHne  unavoidable  accident,  whilst  in  iba  original  pack. 
fea,  and  ofeoune  before  it  entered  into  the  cnniump- 
tion  of  theeountryi  and  had  oHen  beretufore  and  would 
herealler  produca  applicaiiona  to  Cougre**  for  relief  of 

Prior  to  the  year '""'    ""   ' 

emiltl 

minalion,  but  a  *ulitary 
which  Ihst  rehef  bad  been  refuiedi  he  illudrd  to  Ihe 
ca*e  of  Ueversux  and  olbera,  wliicli  had  been  rejected 
by  a  commillee  on  tha  lllh  of  January,  ITSfi.  There 
were  a  number  of  case*,  from  Ihe  year  1790  to  1BD3,  in 
which  the  dutiei  had  been  remitteilf  bui  which  he  need 


not  deby  the  lima  of  tbe  committee  in  redliog.  Tha 
la«t  of  the  caaea  bad  been  often  brought  lo  Ibe  notice  of 
the  committee,  as  a  precedent  affording  even  more  re- 
lief than  provided  in  Ihii  bill.  Tbe  cuitom-houM  in 
Providence  wai  burnt  in  the  latter  part  of  tbe  year  ISDO, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  tea*  deslroyedi  the  act  of  tha 
33d  of  February,  1801,  remitted  the  dutie*— s  very 
strong  case  for  Ihe  inlcrpoaition  of  Congreaai  and  tha 
committee  who  reported  the  bill,  as  if  conacious  Ihat 
Congress  had  gone  too  far  upon  aueh  aut^jeets,  wa*  ears- 
'  '  ~  placing  the  reliefupon  the  ground  that  tha  good* 
de*troyed  whilst  under  "  the  care  of  tha  GU*la«tt> 
bouse  officer*."  Belief  h*d  been  often  given  baforo 
that  lime  to  applicant*  wbo*e  goods  h*d  been  removed 
from  the  custom-bouse,  and,  in  •ome  eases,  after  a  tc- 
shipmeatorthe  goods  for  other  porta. 

In  tbe  latler  part  of  the  tame  year,  a  number  ofap. 
plication*,  similar  in  character,  were  made  to  Congrea, 
which  produced  iha  adoption  of  a  reaulullon  of  in<]uiry, 
a*  to  Iha  propriety  of  m*king  tome  general  law  upon  tbe 
aubject,  whereby  *uch  case*  might  be  seliled  a(  the 
Treaaury  Department,  without  any  application  to  Con- 
gre**.  Hr.  Randolph  was  than  at  Ihe  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waysand  Mean*,  to  which  Ihat  a>bjec(  wa*re> 
ferredi  and  on  the  3d  of  April,  1803,  made  a  report 
agunat  Ibe  adoptioo  of  the  re*olution,  denying  the  pro- 
priety of  remittiiig  duties  in  any  such  eiae*.  Congre*s 
had,  prior  lo  that  lime,  acted  upon  the  principle*  so  for- 
cibly and  eloquently  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Has> 
sacbusaiu,  [Ur.  PaiLura,]  who addre**ed  theeommiilea 
the  other  day.  The  report  of  the  committee,  whioh  he 
then  liad  before  him,  and  which  he  would  not  trouble 
Ihe  committee  by  reading,  did  not  enter  at  large  upon 
an  enumeration  of  those  principle*,  or  tbe  causa*  whicb 
induced  the  commillse  lo  change  the  course  upon  which 
Congreia  had  before  that  time  acted.  It  appeared 
from  Ihe  report,  however,  a*  it  would  appear  to  the 
committee  upon  a  slight  examination,  Ihat  Ihe  safety  of 
"•-  public  moneys  in  the  Trcasuty  required  that  more 
■■""""-•a  well  aaamorerigidexfminalionof  such 
Id  be  made  before  their  allowance,  than  had 
been  practised  by  the  Government.  To  permit  a  return 
of  the  duties  to  be  made,  or  a  remission  to  lake  plaer , 
upon  ever^  casually  ind  at  any  lime,  wliiiit  the  goods 
remained  in  the  originsl  package*,  or  whilH  tbe  owner 
had  the  right  of  debenture,  aeemrd  to  him  to  open  tb« 
door  for  tbe  commission  of  innumerable  frauds  upon 
Ibe  Treasury!  lo  prevent  which,  he  did  not  aee  any 
means  Ihat  tbe  Government  could  adcipl. 

If  the  importing  merchant  wa*  entitled  lo  a  rcmianon 
of  dutie*  upon  gw>d*  aoeidenuUy  deatroyed  whilst  In 
the  original  packagei,  upon  the  same  principle*  and 
upon  Ibe  same  reawtn*  the  marchant  in  ilie  interior, 
whose  goods  should  be  lost  in  Ihe  originsl  packages 
by  any  accident,  would  have  a  right  to  call  upon 
the  Government  lo  piy  to  him  Ihe  amount  of  duties 
whioh  he  had  paid  the  importer,  and  which  had  been 
paid  by  the  importer  lo  Ihe  Government.  And  the 
■eme  principle  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be  applied 
to  the  cOiiaumer,  who  purchase*  the  giMHl) 'which  arc  de- 
*troyed  before  used  by  him.  In  our  system  of  indirect 
taxation,  it  i*  nu  doubt  the  intention  and  rxpfctatioii  of 
the  Government  that  the  consumer  of  the  guaA*  import- 
ed shall  pay  the  duliet,  and  nol  Ihe  mercTianl,  and  it  is 
tliereforc  argued,  with  great  force,  that  any  accident 
which  deilroys  the  goods  before  Ihey  enter  into  tlie  con- 
sumption of  the  eountry  should  induce  Congress  lo  re- 
mit Ihe  duties  to  the  merchant)  otherwise  the  mcrcliant 
not  only  loses  Ihe  goods  destroyed,  but  pays  the  whole 
laxt  but,  however  forcible  this  may  appear,  it  ii  ne- 
ceaiary  for  Uongreaa  to  fit  upon  some  time  when  duties 
shall  be  cunsidered  a*  due,  or  when  the  pM>A*  *''*'^  ^* 
considered    to    have    entered    into    Ihe    consumpVion 
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of  (he  country.  We  cinnot  dehj  the  collection  cf 
th«  dutiei  until  tbe  good*  ■ctnall;  enter  into  the 
eonaumptinn  of  the  country.  We  oinnot  deUy  until 
the  importing  nerohint  lellf,  or  go  into  inch  eximini- 
tion*.  Since  1803,  the  rule  ■eerot  to  have  been  to  exact 
the  duiie«  in  allcun  after  thcenti-y  ■!  Ihe  ogitom-houK, 
.vid  bsnda  given  according  to  lawg  tiler  that  lime  there 
it  noremiaion;  the  dutie*  become  t  pirt  oflhe  value  cf 
Ibe  goDiln,  and  it  ii  tbe  duty  of  the  merchant  to  innirei 
tbe  onMHion  to  do  to  on  bii  part  is  lo  be  nleemed  an 
ad  of  negligence,  for  vbich  the  Garernmeat  ought  not 
Md  cannot  be  nude  r«aponiible. 

Thbaeemtto  have  been  (be  principle  upon  which  the 
Aonoutlee  acted  in  1802,  At  the  next  Koion  of  Con- 
gnai,  another  applioalion  vu  made  to  Congren,  well 
calculated  to  test  ibc  aeoie  of  that  body  iipon  the  cor. 
Fectncu  ef  the  principle,  and  the  propriety  of  Ihe  re- 
port. The  cu*tam4K>uie  at  Porttmouth,  New  Hamp'- 
Bhire,  waa  burn),  and  a  Urge  quantity  of  merchandise 
conMimed  in  it.  Appllcallon  was  made  to  Congreu  for 
rdicf;  he  preiumEil  for  a  remiBiion  of  dutiea.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph continued  at  Ihe  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueansi  and  instead  of  remitting  the  duties,  as  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  Gavrrnmeiil,  and  as  had  been 
doite  two  years  beroce,  in  behalf  of  the  merchants  of 
Providence,  in  a  predaely  parallel  case,  he  introduced 
and  lud  paiaed  the  act  of  the  Uth  of  February,  1603, 
allowing  to  the  sufferers  by  fire  one  year's  indulgence 
upon  their  bond).  No  other  relief  waa  given,  although 
the  goods  had  been  burnt  in  the  cuilom-houae,  "  under 
the  oare  of  Ihe  custom-hauae  officers."  Similirreliel  was 
extended  to  Ihe  safferert  by  fire  at  Norfolk,  by  the  act 
ef  I9lh  March,  1804,  and  by  the  act  of  the  10th  Febru- 
•inr,  ia07,a  second  time  to  the  merclianlB  of  Port^mooth. 
Tbeproviiions  oftfae  preceding  acts  extended  relief  to 
the  debtors  of  the  Governrnent  whose  "  property"  had 
been  destrayetl  by  itre,  without  any  other  limitation  ur 


and  by  Ihe  act  of  JIh  Hay,  1B34,  to  Elijah  Vantyckli 
of  Philadelphia!  extending  the  time  in  each  case,  for 
the  payment  of  the  bonds,  to  four  yean.  Upon  com- 
paring these  acts  with  the  ^rmer,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  iwD  reitriciiona  are  added  to  the  latter,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  were  neceiatry  for  the  equal  and  just  ope- 
ration of  the  act  among  the  luflerers:  first,  that  the  re- 
lief should  bfl  limited  lo  those  whose  merchandiae  had 
been  destroyed  by  firo)  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  that 
class  of  them  who  had  nor  obtained  insurance.  It  was 
at  that  lime  apparent,  and  in  hia  opinion  not  the  less  ao 
now,  that  Ihe  importing  merchant,  who  liad  his  goods 
iiksured,  upon  tbeir  I'esiructton,  would  receive  from  the 
insurance  offices  the  value  of  ihe  goods,  which,  of 
ciiurse,  included  ihe  duty)  and  thai  he  was  not  the  suf- 
ferer. In  such  cases  there  wss  nol  the  sUglitesl  ground 
whatever  for  an  application  to  Congress  either  to  re- 
mit tbe  duties,  or  extend  the  time  uf  payment  on 
the  bonds.  If  relief  in  such  a  case  waa  was  to  be  given, 
il  should  be  lo  the  insurance  company,  not  the  import- 
ing merchant)  and  he  preaumed  we  should  never  have 
Ihe  inaurance  companies  asking  us  for  relief. 

The  other  reflriction  in  the  act  uflSSO  was  siso  prop- 
er, and  should  be  introduced  in  tliis  bill:  that  Ihe  time 
of  payment  should  be  extended  on  the  bonds  only  which 
bad  been  given  for  merchandise  destroyed  by  fire.  I'he 
only  ground  of  relief,  either  fur  prolon^og  the  tine  of 
payment  or  remitting  Ihe  datiea,  was  tlial  the  mercban- 
diae.up'in  which  the  duties  had  accrued  had  been  destroy. 
ed.  lie  did  not  believe  that  misfurlunes  overtaking  the 
debtors  of  the  Government,  of  whatever  cbarscier  ihey 
might  be,  ever  conatituled  or  onght  to  be  made  In  them- 
aelvea  a  ground   of  relief:  luch  m  tbe  burning'  of  tbe 
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bouse  of  t  debtor,  or  the  deslnictian  of  his  plantation  by 
flood  or  earthquake,  or  the  losa  of  his  annual  crop  by 
drought,  or  any  other  such  causes.  If  any  kind  of  ivlief 
ras  to  be  allowed  in  such  cases,  there  would  be  no  end 
a  the  appiicstlons  to  this  House,  nor  eould  any  calcula- 
ions  be  made  of  Ibe  ability  of  Ihe  I'reasury  lo  meet  any 
whatever.  This  constituted  in  his  mind  • 
the  first  section  of  tbe  bill,  that  gave 
peraons  "  who  had  aufTereda  loss  of  prop- 
erty" by  •■  burning  of  tbeir  buildings  or  merchandiae," 
emhracmg  that  class  of  sufferers  whose  "  buildings  and 
merchandise"  have  been  insured  against  fire,  and  who 
may  have  received  the  full  value  of  their  property  from 
ranee  offices.  This  class  ought  not  to  be  rank- 
ig  the  sufferers  by  fire,  and  given  the  relief  pro- 
vided In  the  first  section  of  this  bill.  Again:  thai  por- 
ofthe  importing  merchants  whose  merchandise  bad 
been  sold  and  entered  into  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
id  who  had  of  course  actually  received  the  amount 
ies  from  the  consumer,  would  be  entitled  to  relief 
Ihe  firat  section  of  this  bill,  if  they  had  only  a  houie 
burnt,  however  lai^  Ihe  debt  might  be  to  the  United 
Statea. 

Mr.  J,  aaid  that  he  could  not  see  Ihe  propriety  of  any 
legislation  whatever  for  persons  thus  situated.  Con- 
gress hsd,  upon  more  occasions  than  one,  refused  relief 
to  public  offlcera  whose  houses  had  been  burnt,  and  the 
public  money  collected  by  them  loat  in  the  conflagralion. 
It  also  refused  relief  lo  officers  robbed  of  the  public 
monev  in  Iheir  possession,  becatise  of  tbe  danger  that 
would  arise  to  Ihe  Treasury  if  such  a  precedent  was  es- 
tablished. Such  a  principle  ineorpnrated  In  our  lafts 
mighlBperatemore  to  tbe  prejudice  of  the  public  Treaa. 
ury  than  eilcnding  relief  to  cUiffianta  uf  Ihe  Istter  char- 
octer.  Riving  lime  for  the  payment  of  bonds  due  to  the 
United  States  was  originally  allowed,  because  of  Ihe 
great  hardship  imposed  upon  the  me  rclisot  of  having  Ihe 
duties  to  pay  upon  the  merchandise  dealroyed  by  fire, 
upon  which  they  had  accrued.  They  had  nol  entered 
into  the  consumption  of  the  countrv,  and  of  course  the 
merchant  paid  the  whole  tax,  in  addition  lo  the  loss  of 
his  property,  whilst,  in  moat  cases,  other  merchandise 
would  be  imported  into  the  country  to  supply  Ihe  place 
of  the  qijantity  conaumed,  and  the  Government  would 
thus,  a  second  time,  receive  the  duties.  He  waa  for 
Kmiting  the  operation  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  lo 
Ihe  debtors  whose  merchandise,  upoi  which  the  duties 
accrued,  Tias  been  burnt,  and  who  were  without  indem- 
nity— leaving  those  whose  "  houses"  or  other  "  prop, 
erly"  hsd  been  burnt,  to  aeek  relief,  with  the  other 
debtors  of  the  Government,  under  the  provisions  of  Ihe 
second  section  of  the  billt.  He  was  lor  substituting  the 
credit  of  three,  four,  and  five  years'  indulgence,  in  the 
place  of  a  remissinn  of  ditties.  11  had  been  said  that  Ihe 
insurance  offices  in  New  York  had  been  involved  in  the 
common  ruin;  and  that  those  who  had  insurance  would 
be  bat  parlially  relieved,  if  the  aame  restriction  waa  in- 
serted in  this  bill  as  had  been  done  in  Ibe  hill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Ihe  sufferers  by  fire  in  Savannah,  nliis  might  be 
the  case  to  a  consiJcrable  exienl.  He  understood,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  nol  uncommon  for  the  merchants  of  Ihe 
city  of  New  York  to  have  insurance  effected  in  other 
ciliesi  and  such  of  them  as  had  been  indemnified  by 
their  insurances  ought  lo  be  excluded  from  Ihe  relief 
given  in  ihe  first  section  of  this  bill.  They  bad  in  fjct 
received  the  duties  due  the  Government  from  the  insu- 
rance compsnies,  and  tbould  be  enmpelled  to  pay  it 
over,  lie  had,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  sug- 
gestion, snmcwhat  changed  the  phrBteoliigy  of  Ihe  act 
of  1820,  in  Ihe  amendment  which  he  had  aubmilted  to 
Ihe  committee,  so  aatoextend  the  relief  to  those  "nut  in- 
demnified by  insurance"  and  to  those  whose  merchandihc 
had  been  consumed,  upon  which  Ihe  duties  had  accrued) 
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intending',  u  fir  u  ptmetioable,  to  praportion  the  relief 
to  Ihe  loMtuiUined  by  the  merchint. 

The  remiuion  of  dutiei  teems  to  hive  been  wholly 
^iven  upi  he  did  not  beliete  there  wu  s  xditiir}'  cue 
■ince  1303,  But  thoae  moat  interesteil  on  luch  nibjeda 
■eemed  Tery  reluctant  to  yield  to  the  decialona  oT  Con- 
(frcM.  In  1835  •  lire  occurred  in  Boiton:  Binrs  ind 
othera,  Setwall,  Jonea,  U  Co.,  uked  a  remiuion  oidutiek 
on  the  merohandite*  deatnijed  in  the  original  packag^ea. 
A  bill  wM  reported  by  the  Connnittee  of  Waya  and 
Heani^  giving  the  relief  aakeil,  and  iiraaHnally  acted  upon 
by  tbe  Houae  in  Ihe  apring  of  1830,  when  he  had  for 
the  Grat  lime  Ihe  honorof  aaeat  upon  thia  floor)  be  rec- 
ollected the  debate)  it  wu  ably  and  eloquently  resiated 
by  the  ohairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Ueana 
at  that  time,  [Mr  UcDul&e,]  aa  well  aa  by  the  prcaent 
ehairminof  that  committee)  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
tbe  bill  hid  received  forty  rote)  in  thii  Ilauae. 

Hr.  J.  aaid  it  wai  unneceaaary  at  Ibis  time  further  to 
examine  Ihe  correctncaa  of  the  principlea  upon  which 
ConffreM  had  heretofore  acted,  in  refunng  lo  remit  du- 
tiei— that  queation  would  be  more  properly  Ihe  aubjecC 
of  diacuaaion  when  aome  of  Ihe  billi  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Heani  during  the  preaent  aeaaion 
ahould  be  before  the  Houae.  He  truated  that  tbe  com- 
MittecwMaatiaiied,  from  the  remark*  he  had  made,  lh>> 
prolonging  Ibe  lime  of  payment  had  been  aubatltuted  by 
Coni^reaa  In  lieu  of  the  remiaaion  of  dutiea,  end  that  if 
the  Houae  adopted  the  preaent  bill,  or  bia  amendment, 
it  would  be  ao  conaidered.  He  ackonwledged,  he  aaid, 
that  be  did  not  aee  the  principle  or  the  reaaon*  upon 
which  aome  membcraoTlhe  committee  acted,  who  avowed 
themaelvea  willing  to  remit  Ihe  duties,  but  were  unwii- 
lingloallow  the  eilenaionofthelime  of  payment.  It  w>« 
a  caae,  in  their  eitimation,  ao  hard  upon  (he  applicant!, 
that  they  would  forgive  the  debt,  but  could  not  allow  a 
credit  of  Ihree,  four,  and  five  yeart  He  thought,  if  the 
debta  ought  to  be  forgiven,  that  would  be  of  ilielf 
Ibe  itrongcat  reaaon  for  protracting  Ihe  payment,  ao  a* 
to  enable  the  dehloia  lo  preaent  Ihrir  caae  to  Congreii, 
*nd  get  the  final  action  of  (hat  body,  before  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  money.  The  Government  needs  not  (he 
money — the  aurplui  on  hand  cannot  be  ditpoaed  of.  If 
we  collected  the  money,  it  would  remain  in  the  de- 
poatte  banki  without  intereat,  and  would  not  probably 
be  touched  by  the  Oovernmeni  until  after  the  propoaed, 
time  of  payment)  it  aeemed  probable,  indeed,  that  it 
would  increwe  rather  than  diminish  until  after  the  pe- 
riodi  and,  for  hia  part,  he  would  aa  soon  liave  the  mo- 
ney in  the  handa  of  the  debtor,  welt  secured,  as  in  the 
bank*)  and  if,  by  (hat  means,  the  dreadful  calamity  which 
had  befallen  the  cily  could  be  mitigated,  he  for  one 
would  cheerfully  allow  it. 

'  Hr.  J.  aaid  that  he  bad  another  objection  to  tbe  first 
taction  of  the  bill;  it  autboriied  (helime  to  be  extended, 
with  the  aaaent  of  (be  aecuritie*  on  (be  old  bonda,  or 
new  bonds  to  be  taken,  and  the  old  onea  to  be  cancel- 
led) that  he  apprehended  it  would  not  be  aafe  to  im. 
poae  upon  tbe  collector  at  (few  York  the  responsibility 
of  taking  new  bonds,  and  new  security,  fur  ao  targe  a 
tum  of  money)  that  It  would  be  difiJcull,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, for  the  collector  to  ascertain  what  influence  this 
great  olatnlty  would  haie  upon  ibe  fortunea  of  the  va- 
nous  individuals  who  would  he  presented  '.o  him,  at 
principala  or  surellet  in  the  abligalions  to  Ihe  Qoverp- 
ment.  With  the  utmott  care  and  caution  on  tbe  part 
of  the  collector,  good  bonds  might  be  surrendered  for 
new  ones,  with  doubtful  or  insuilicient  aecurily  taken. 
He  thought,  if  such  an  indulgence  was  extended  lo  the 
debtors  of  the  GoTernment,  Congreia  ahould  retain  all 
the  security  they  now  have,  and  in  every  doubtful  caae 
make  it  the  duty  of  ihe  collector  lo  require  other  and  fur- 
ther security  before  the  indulgence  should  be  allowed. 
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Mr.  J.  aaid  that  he  had  proposed  the  amendment,  to 
avoid  what  aeemed  to  him  exceptions  to  (he  first  aection 
of  this  bill.  By  it  the  same  relief  would  be  given  to 
New  York  Ihal  had  been  extended  to  Savannah  by  (he 
act  of  ISSO,  and  in  very  nearly  (be  same  languaj^e;  he 
thonght  it  more  appropriate  and  more  juat  ihsn  the  re- 
lief given  by  the  preceding  act*.  He  would  have  pre. 
ferred  the  bill  without  the  aecond  lection,  which  allowed 
ail,  nine,  and  twelve  months  to  all  the  debtors  at  New 
York.  It  wsi  a  dangeroua  precedent  to  lel)  there 
would  be  no  end  to  sppiietttons  for  poslponemenl,  if 
allowed  for  any  cause)  and  it  could  only  be  excused  on 
account  of  the  unparalleled  cilsmity  which  had  befallen 
the  city.  If  Ihe  Government  coerced  tlie  payment  of 
the  bonds  at  New  York,  amounting  to  near  four  milliona 
of  dollara,  upon  the  heels  of  such  a  calamity,  a  preisurB 
might  be  produced  in  Ihe  money  market  that  might  lose 
ua  half  the  money)  by  allowing  to  our  deblora  whose 
merchandise  waa  destroyed  in  the  (irr,  which  he  under- 
atood  was  near  one  million  of  dollars,  tlirce,  four,  and 
five  years  to  pay  it,  and  (o  our  other  debtors  at  tbe  city, 
six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  every  opportunity  would 
be  afforded  to  them  lo  recover  from  the  eflectt  of  that 
dialre^wng  calamity,  and  prepare  Ihemaelves  to  meefth* 
psymenit  due  the  United  Slates  a(  the  respective  peri- 
ods allowed  them. 

Mr.  J.  thought  it  waa  the  duly  of  Congreas  as  welt  aa 
the  interest  of  tbe  Treaaiiry  lo  give  relief  to  the  present 
applicanU  in  some  shape.  He  thought  tlie  reliel 
amendment,  which  be  had  aubmitted  lo  the  com 
pr«fer«ble  to  that  given  by  Ihe  bill)  but  if  Ihe  amend- 
ment  did  not  meet  ihe  approbation  of  Ihe  committee, 
he  ahould  probably  feel  it  his  duly  to  tuslain  tbe  bill  in 
it«  preaent  shspe. 

It  waa  a  relief  which  every  liberal,  generous  credit- 
or would  sltovr  his  debtor  under  such  an  afilicting  ca- 
Umity.  It  was  a  relief  which  they  had  »  right  to  expect 
at  OUT  hands,  having  brfore  given  such  relief  upon  every 
application  f«r  more  than  Ihirty  yean.  It  was  a  relief 
which  our  interest  as  creditor  required  us  to  give,  to 
avoid  any  losaes  which  might  result  from  a  pressure. 
The  United  States  had  been  liberal,  generous,  to  the  suf- 
ferers at  Caraccai,  and  by  hia  vote  should  not  be  lest 
liberal  lo  our  own  citizens  at  New  York,  who  had  sutTer- 
ed  by  Ihe  late  dreadful  conflagration. 

Mr.  R£EU  advocated  (he  bill.  He  aaid  it  waa  ap- 
parent (hat  tbe  New  York  fire  had  been  an  advanla^e 
to  the  Government,  because  it  would  receive  the  du- 
ties twice  over  on  the  same  amount  of  goods,  vii;  on 
those  deatroyed,  attd  on  those  imported  to  supply  (be 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  replied  briefly  lo  Ihe  oppo- 
tera  of  the  bill,  and  referred  to  sundry  acts  lierelofore 
passed  on  the  same  aubject,  and  for  the  poatponement 
of  time  and  relinquiahment  of  intereat  in  purchase  of 
Ihe  poor  land  of  (he  West.  Hr.  C.  assured  the  House 
thai  if  the  bill  were  not  adopted,  (he  Oovernmen(  would 
loae  (hree  times  the  amount  of  ihe  interesi  proposed  to 
be  relinquished. 

Hr.  WI3B  begged  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Hr.  C^MiiiiaLsiB]  if  the  proviso,  as  amend- 
ed yesterday,  was  meant  lo  say  or  to  assert  (ha(  tha 
money,  in  the  handa  of  (he  collector  or  receiver,  waa  net 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea  already  f 

Mr.  CAUBRGLGNO  replied,  Ihat  he  did  not  ao  con- 

Hr.  W19E  said  that  waa  the  point  hewishedlhe  coun- 
try to  understand.  He  maintained  that  Ihe  money  waa 
in  the  public  Treasury  aa  aoon  as  it  wss  psid.  If  not, 
there  waa  no  aecurily  for  the  public  money,  as  the  indi- 
vidual might  either  "  filcti"  from  it,  or  use  it  for  party 
purposes.  If  ihe  public  money,  the  moment  it  waa  re- 
ceived, was  considered  aa  in  the  Treasury,  then,  wnder 
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Died  for  ill  »oM»  of   p»rly  purpoiM,  comiptii 
pitroMffr,  &nd  portion*  or  il  eke  out  »t  CTery  •''?  "< 
Irantitu. 

Hr,  CAMBREt.ENO  shonld  be  very  liippj  to  anile 
with  th«  gentleman  wlien«Ter  >  meature  ihould  be 
broug^it  to  re^ilnte  the  periodi  *t  which  the  receiTen 
oflhe  public  Undi,  niid  thecollectoraof  CHitomi,  dioutd 
make  their  relurrn  lo  the  Treuury.  At  preicnl  it  wm 
either  liwor  uis^;  ■ni],  lo  lonfru  the  public  money  rc- 
roxined  in  ibe  hindi  of  the  receirert  of  Ibe  public  lindi 
■nd  oollectors  of  ihc  euilomi,  k>  long  wii  it  lUble  to 
the  eorreclion  oferrort. 

Mr.  WISE  «nd  Mr.  L\NE  made  a  few  additional  re- 
mirkii  when 

Mr.  CHAMBEBS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  com- 
mitlee  Hici  negatived,  wElbout  a  count. 

The  queition  waa  Dien  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
HiBDiH  to  alrike  out  the  pruvian,  as  amended,  lo  the 
Hnt  section,  and  it  wai  decided  in  (he  negative:  Ayes 
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_f.  WILLIAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  tli 
the  committee  riie:  negativeil. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hop«d  the  committee  would  i 
dulge  him  with  the  motion  that  the  committee  riae  ai 
report  the  bill  to  the  House,  when  it  could  b«  amendi 
in  the  House. 

Objection  being  made,  and  the  queation  i 
upon  the  amendment*  of  Mr.  Evaxarr,  Mr. 
drew  thtm. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  moved  the  rotlowing  amend- 
ment to  theftnt  section: 

"That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  ii 
hereby,  authoriied,  *■  he  mav  deem  best  calculated  to 
leeure  the  interest  of  the  United  SMtes,  to  cause  to  be 
extended  the  time  of  payment  on  all  bnndi  heretofore 
given  Tor  duties  on  imported  merchandise  at  the  custom- 
Rouse  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  which  waiconsumed 
in  the  late  conBiKration  at  New  York  by  fire,  and  the 
owner!  of  which  had  not  been  indemnified  by  inanrance, 
to  three,  four,  and  five  years,  in  equal  payments:  Pro- 
vided, always,  That  In  all  casea  where,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  collector  at  New  York,  said  debti,  or  any  of  them, 
be  rendered  Insecure  by  audi  indulRence,  that  further 
and  additional  surety  be  required  befbrc  the  indulgence 
be  allowed;  And  provided,  also,  That  nothing  in  ihl* 
act  contained  ihall  extend  to  bonds  which  had  bilen  due 
before  the  16th  of  December  ta^l;  And  provided,  alio. 
That  the  assent  of  the  sureties  on  all  said  bonds  so  ex- 
tended be  firat  liad  and  endorsed  on  aaid  bond*,  reapect- 
ively." 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  the  committee  rise;  negatived: 
Ayes  S8,  noes  not  counted. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived:  Ayes60,  noea 
not  counted. 

Mr.  PBARCR,  of  Rhode  laland,  then  moved  an 
amendment,  allowing  fifteen  per  cent,  out  of  the  public 
Treaaury,  upon  the  actual  loiit  which  waa  negatived, 
without  a  eount. 

Mr.  HARDIN  gave  notice  that  in  the  Houte  he  should 
of  the  amendment*  withdrawn  by  Ibe  gen- 
Vertnont. 

.  __     LAND  moved  a  furll 

Ibe  operation*  of  tha   bill  to  cii 
New  York)  which  ws*  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBRBLENG, 

The  comtniliee  'then  roset  and  the  bill,  a*  amend- 
ed, being  reported  lo  the  House,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
C,  made  the   apeeial  order  fur  to-morrow:  Ayes  86, 


PaiDAT,  FsBkuimT  19. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Comoiillee  on  Roads  and 
Canals,  reported  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  act  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  CumberLnd  road)  which  waa  read  twice. 

Mr.  V-  aaid  that  the  bill  proposed  no  appropriation. 
It  had  reference  exclusively  lo  a  change  in  the  loMtion 
of  the  road  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  [t  was  not  neeeasary, 
therefore,  that  the  bill  should  be  committed.  It  was 
important,  both  to  those  who  opposed  and  sdvocated  it, 
that  it  ahould  be  speedily  determined,  so  that  the  work 
upon  the  road  might  progreti.  Tho»e  who  intended  to 
object  to  the  ptasage  of  the  bill  had  no  objection  ttiat 
it  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  they  contemplated 
oppoaing  it  on  its  pasaage.     He  hoped,  therefore,  that 

the  bill  woald  be  ordered  to  be  r '   —■'  ■'—■  '•- 

further  consideration   be  poalpor 
Tuesday  in  March. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  but 
had  no  objection  to  diapoae  of  it  at  present  as  proposed 
by  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  Vibtok.]  The  people  who  were 
interested  in  opposition  lo  the  proposed  change  in  the 
route  of  the  road  were  now  moving,  and  their  remon- 
strance would  be  sent  in  at  an  early  day.  Some  time, 
however,  wai  neeeasary,  to  afford  lliem  an  opportunity 
of  be^ng  heard  on  the  aubjecl.  The  day  to  which  hla 
colleague  had  propeaed  lo  poMpone  the  bill  wouldgive 
the  desired  tine,  and  he  had  no  abjection,  under  the 
circumstances,  that  the  bill  should  be  ordered  to  be  en- 
grosaed.  An  important  report  of  Lieutenant  Canfield, 
accompanied  by  *  plat,  on  this  aubjecl,  was  ordexed  to 
be  printed  some  six  week*  aince.  He  wa«  sorty  that  thia 
printing  had  not  been  executed)  and,  without  intending 
to  cast  any  censure  upon  the  printer,  he  waa  in  hopes 
that  tbe  report  to  which  he  referred  would  be  laid  on 
their  table*  before  the  bill  wa*  Hnally  acted  on,  as 
it  would  ftu:il!tate  and  lead  to  a  correct  deciaion  of  the 

Mr.  MERCER  «*id  a  few  words,  which  (as  usual, 
from  hi*  manner  of  apeaking)  were  not  distinctly  un- 
derstood by  the  reporter.  He  was  auppoted  to  be  op- 
posed to  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  wis  opposed  to  giving  precedence  to 
this  bill  over  other  matter*  of  more  importance  l«  other 
jMOinnsofthe  Union. 

Mr  WARDWELL  could  aee  no  reason  why  tbia  bill 
ahould  have  priority  over  other  billa.  He  therefore 
moved  to  commit  it  to  a  Committee  ofthe  Whole  House, 
and  make  it  tbe  order  ofthe  day  for  lo-msrrow. 

Mr.  VINTON  aaid  that,  by  ordering  the  bill  to  b« 
engrosaed,  no  person's  rights  were  compromited,  and  b« 
thought  it  atrange  that  objection  should  be  made  from  ■ 
quarter  not  intereiled,  when  those  who  were  opposed  lo 
the  bill  did  not  oppose  the  course  which  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  JUDSON  was  in  favor  ofthe  cmnmilment  ofthe 
bill.  Ita  merilB  ahould  be  diacuseed  in  committee.  The 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  he  consfdered 
premature  and  improper. 

Mr.  CRANB  opposed  the  commitment.  Nothlngf 
could  be  gained  by  *Bcb  a  course. 

Mr.  WARDWBLL  adverted  lo  the  history  of  tbe  con- 
Irovernr  in  relation  to  the  proposed  change  In  lh«  loca- 
tion oflbe  Cumberland  road,  and  contended  that  It  wa* 
an  ordinary  proposition,  and  not  entitled  lo  any  pre- 
cedence or  extraordinary  CO naideralion,  at  the  expense  of 
olhcrmeasure*  before  the  Houae.  It  was  likely,  however, 
to  create  a  great  deal  of  debate,  and  he  desired  that  it 
ahould  lake  the  usual  course. 

Hr.  VtNTONagain  urged  the  adoption  of  hi*  motion, 
and  opposed  the  one  lo  commit. 

The  motion  to  commit  wa*  then  negatived:  Tea*  40, 
nays  not  counted. 
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Safferen  by  Firt  in  Neu  Tarh, 


The  molion  or  Ur.  Viittoh  wm  tgrtai  to,  and  tbe 
bill  «M  ordered  to  be  read  »  third  lime  on  ibe  3d 
Tueidiy  in  Uirch  next. 

The  Hoiue  then  proceeded  to  the  ipeciil  order  of 
the  d>y,  being  the  bill  for  the 

RELIEF  OF  THB  SUPFERBUS  BY  THE  FiRB  IN 
NBW  YOBK. 

The  bill,  ■)  reported  from  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  sUte  ofllie  Union,  i«  u  Tollowii  the  words  print- 
ed in  iUlics  being  Ibe  only  imendment  kdopted  by  the 


A  BILL  Tor  Ike  reliefer  the  lufTerer*  by  ihc  Gre  in  tbe 
city  of  New  York. 
Seit  enacltdiji  Ihe  Stnait  ondHotac  of  Rtpraenlaliva 
ef  fKe  Uniled  Slala  of  Jmerita  in  Congreu  attembltd, 
Th»l  the  colleolor  of  t"he  port  oF  New  York  be,  »nd  he 
it  hereby,  Kulhorized,  ii  be  miy  deem  beat  ealculkled  to 
Hcure  the  intereiti  of  the  United  Sides,  to  ouK,  to  be 
extended,  with  the  lawnt  of  the  vuretiei  thereon,  to  till 

Senon*  who  hive  luRered  Ion  of  properly  by  the  con- 
■gntion  st  Ibkl  plice,  on  the  lijcleenlh  day  of  Decem- 
ber t»Bi,  by  the  burning  of  their  buildings  or  merchan- 
dite,  the  time  of  payment  oTbII  bonds  tieretofore  given 
by  them  for  Jul  lea,  to  periods  not  exceeding  three,  four, 
•nd  live  ye»rs,  in  equal  instnlmenlt,  from  and  after  the 
d>y  of  payment  specified  in  the  bondig  or  tu  al low  the 
said  bonila  to  be  cancelled,  upon  giving  to  the   laid  col- 

utisfaction  of  the  said  colkctor,  for  the  sums  of  the 
forioer  bonds,  respeclifely,  payable,  in  equal! nit almenta, 
in  three,  four,  and  five  years,  from  and  after  the  day  of 
payment  specified  in  the  bonds  lube  taken  up  or  cancelled 
as  aroresajdi  and  tlie  »aid  collector  is  hereby  aulhortied 
and  directed  tu  give  up  or  cancel  all  such  bonds,  upon 
the  receipt  of  oliiers  described  in  this  srclioni  wliich  (Mt- 
mentioned  bonds  shall  be  proceeded  with,  in  all  respects, 
like  other  bonds  which  are  taken  by  eoUectort  fur  dutie* 
due  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  validity:  Provided,  That  thoae  who  are  witliin  the 
provision  of  this  section,  but  who  may  have  paid  the 
bonis  subsequent  to  the  late  fire,  shall  also  be  en- 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  this  sectioni  and  that  the 
(aid  bonds  shall  be  renewed  from  ttie  day  when  the 
•ame  were  paid,  and  siid  payments  refunded,  if  nol 
prtvieutly  corritd  into  the  Ireasary  of  the  United  Slatet 
by  warrant.  And  provided,  sl«r>.  That  the  benefits  of  this 
section  ahilt  not  be  eztented  to  sny  person  whose  loss 
tliall  not  be  proved,  to  the  aatisfaction  of  the  collector, 
to  hare  exceeded  the  sum  of  one  Ibouaand  dollars. 

iic.'i.  Andbeitfurthir  enaelaf.  That  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York  is  hereby  authorized  and  direct- 
ed to  extend  the  payment,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  of  all  other  bands  given  for 
duties  al  the  port  of  "lew  York  prior  to  the  late  fire, 
•nd  not  provided  for  iif  the  firtt  section  as  aforesaid,  for 
six,  nine,  and  twelve  monthi,  from  and  after  tlie  day  of 
payment  specified  in  ttie  bonds.  Provided,  however, 
I'lut  nollilnr  contained  in  lliis  act  slialt  extend  to  bonda 
which  had  fallen  due  before  the  serenteenth  day  of 
December  last. 

Mr.  CAUDRELGNG  moved  thst  the  Home  concur  in 
Ihe  amendment  of  the  committee;  anl  on  this  question 

Hr.  HOWELL  aikeJ  for  the  yeas  and  nayi;  which 
were  not  ordered:  A)es£3,  noes  117— not  one  fiUh. 

Mr.  BOB&RTSON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  whole  after  the  word  "  previously," 
and  inserting  in  its  place  tlie  fallowing  worilsi  ■>  if  not 
pieviojsly  paid  into  bank,  to  the  creJit  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  SUtef." 

Hr.CAHBRF.LENG  said  he  had  no  objection  to  that 
•meiidment,  and  it  was  then  agteel  to  by  the  Ho<  k. 


Hr.  EVERETT  inquired  If  it  would  not  defeat  tbe 
object  ofthe  sectionf 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Hr.  PARKEH  desired  to  know  bow  the  amount  in 
bank,  or  in  tbe  hands  of  collectors,  could  be  aicertaioed 
or  discriminated^  He  thought  Ihe  smeniled  amendment 
waa  making  a  distinction  without  a  difference;  for  he 
held  that  the  moment  a  collector  had  money  in  his 
hands  It  waa  the  property  of  the  Govermcnl,  and  held 
by  him  in  trust. 

Hr.  CAUBRGLENG  thought,  himself,  the  amendmept 
was  of  very  little  importance,  for  the  provision  of  the 
&r«t  section  waa  just  as  good  without  it  as  with  it.  Olhtv 
gentlemen  thought  differently,  and  he  interpoaed  no  ob- 
jectiooi  but  he  was  indifferent  whether  it  was  concurred 

Ur.  ROBERTSON  made  abrief  explanation.  He  said 
his  object  was  to  defeat  the  whole  proviaion  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  EVERETT  tho'ighl  it  would  defeat  Ihe  provision 
altogether,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Hr.  McKAY  said  the  amendmeiilorthe  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  substantially  the  seme  as  the  proviso  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Hr.  CaxBaELiHO.]  He  vu 
opposed  to  the  notion  that  the  public  money  is  in  the 
Treasury  m  soon  as  pild  to  the  collector;  for,  ifso,  that 
would  make  the  Treasurer  of  Ihe  United  Stales  liable  fur 
all  losH  error,  or  deficiency.  It  was  nut  in  the  Treasury 
till  it  was  deposited. 

Ur.  WISE  was  cerUin  his  friend  from  North  Carolina 
IMr.  McKii]  was  incorrect,  or  that  provision  of  the 
cotistitutionMr.W.had  before  quoted,  viz:  that  nomoaey 
should  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  without  the  appro- 
priation by  law,  was  a  nullity-  He  maintained  that  the 
Treasury  waa  a  unltv,  without  sny  space  between  llie 
first  receipt  and  the  depoaile,  and  between  the  Treasurer 
and  the  disbursing  officer.  The  public  money  was  not 
paid  to  Ihe  collector  as  an  individual,  but,  being.due  l» 
Ihe  United  Slates,  was  paid  lo  one  of  its  own  offleer*. 
He  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  for  whoae  opinion  on  sucli  tubjects 
Ur.  W.  entertained  •  higli  respect,  should  have  advanced 
such  a  construction  as  he  had.  The  collector,  receiver, 
treasurer,  disburter,  Etc.,  were  all  officers  of  IheTreai. 
ury,  acting  as  checks  on  each  other,  accountable  from 
the  one  to  the  other,  and  each  could  he  sued  on  their 
bond.  If  this  wss  not  so,  the  cotistitution  could  be  set 
aside;  for  iftbere  was  a  point  of  time  when  the  public 
money  was  nol  in  the  Treasury,  then  could  it  be  appio- 
priated  without  law  during  that  intermission. 

Mr.  I.ANE  iinderitoDd  the  Treasury  to  be  at  bollom 
an  ideal  thing,  and  he  held  llie  receivers  and  deposite 
banks  to  he  the  agenli  of  Ibe  Treasury.  1  he  receivers 
were  no  longer  lisble  than  for  the  lime  Ihe  money  was 
actually  in  their  hands;  and  so  with  the  deposite  banks. 
He  held  the  money  to  be  in  the  Treaiury  whenever  it 
was  received  by  one  of  its  sgenta. 

Mr.  VANDBSPOEL  dissented  entirely  from  the  doc- 
trine of  tlie  gentleman  fi-om  Virginia,  [Ur.  Wtai.]  If 
that  doctrine  was  sound,  the  moment  the  money  was 
in  the  liamlaof  the  collector,  it  was  in  Ihe  hands  of  the 
Treasurer,  and  lie  waa  rcspensible. 

Mr.  WISE  did  not  say  so.  He  said  Ihe  money  waa 
then  in  the  Treasury,  and  Ibe  Treaaury  officer  wal  that 
instant  responsible  for  it,  as  was  the  Treasurer,  when 
it  came  under  his  control. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  the  genllenun's  doctrine 
Btitl  involved  an  incongruity,  because  he  would  make 
lh6  money  to  be  in  tbe  possession  ofa  Department,  and 
yet  the  chief  offictr  ofthat  Departmenl  in  noway  rr- 
sponaible.  Mr.  V,  held  that,  after  Ibe  mmey  was  once  in 
the  Treasury,  neither  the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary,  nor 
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the  Preiidenl,  hid  any  power  to  *ppropr»te  or  dtaburie 
i1,  except  b;  virlue  of  ■pproprtatloni  by  law.  IF  the 
money,  >■  soon  »  received,  ww  to  be  re^rdid  in  ihe 
TreMUry,  Ihe  Treuurer  ought  to  be  held  iccountkble 
for  it.  But  thi*  doctrine  Mr.  V.  wholly  diuented  from. 
Mr.  ROBEKTS ON  offered  i  verbal  amendment,  which 
he  thoiigbt  would  remove  the  difficulty.  He  was  in- 
formed init  the  bank  enirfof  the  public  money  was 
to  thecreditofthe  United  States;  and,  to  obviate  any 
inconvenience,  he  propoied  to  insert,  after  the  word* 
"to  the  credit,"  "  of  the  United  Stitei,  or  of  Ihe 
Treamrer  of  (he  United  Statea."  There  teemed  to  be 
aome  difBcully  in  aacertalning  where  lay  the  Treaiury 
«r  the  United  Slatei.  This  wai  a  matter  which  he 
befieved  the  public  had  known  very  little  about  fbr 
the  last  two  years,  and  was  a  question  be  ^ould  like  to 
hear  answered. 

Mr.  CAMRRELENG  could  not  content  to  this  amend- 
menl(  it  was  in  opposition  to  a  vole  of  the  House  on 
yesterday,  of  159,  and   would  nullify   the  proviso  alto- 

Hr.  GIDEON  LEG,  of  New  York,  rose  to  ask  the 
quealion,  Would  that  House  extend  the  relicfaaked 
by  all  the  bond-payers  to  that  class  only  whB  had  availed 
Ihenuelvei  of  the  indulgence  granted  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  bsve  suffered  their  bonds  to  lie  over 
due  these  two  months,  and  deny  the  aamc  relief  to  that 
other  ctaBE  wlio,  from  a  sensilirenesa  of  their  credit, 
from  their  high  tense  of  honor,  perhaps,  could  not 
consent  I  o  lie  under  the  appearance  of  detaull,  and  hare 
promptly  paid  their  bonds? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  RoBiaTso>]  de- 
clared that  his  amendment  intended  to  have  thit  enect. 
All  who  have  paid  promptly  were  cut  off  from  relief 
totally,  while  all  those  who  hid  failed  or  refused  to  pay 
came  in  for  the  full  benefit  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  Roisbtboh'i  last  amendment  was  then  dita- 
|p«ed  to,  and  (he  original  amendment,  at  amended,  wsa 
agreed  (o. 

Mr,  HABDIN  proposed  lo  amend  the  lirtt  section  by 
inaerlingin  Ihcsixieenthlinp,  sfter  the  word  "  payable," 
••with  inlerest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum," 
and  asked  for  the  yeat  and  naya  upon  the  question) 
wliicli  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  said  there  was  no  instance  since 
the  adoption  of  the  conslilulion,  where  interest  had 
been  charged  under  similar  circumstances;  and  he  did 
therefore  nope  (he  amendment  would  be  rejected. 

Ur.  HARDIN  hoped  (he  amendment  would  prevail. 

Hr.  TOUCEV  said  this  money  would  be  safer  than  if 
now  exacted,  or  attempted  lobe  exacted  j  and  he  should 
vote  against  Ihe  charge  of  interest,  because  he  wax  well 
aware  thai,  ifthe  money  were  at  once  collected,  it  would 
lie  in  the  Treasury  without  interest. 

Hr.  JENIFER  waain  bvor  of  the  amendment,  and 
opposed  (o  many  parts  of  the  bill,  against  which,  in 
contrquener,  lie  Miould  be  compelled  to  votc- 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hiipiii'l 
amendment;  which  was  disagreed  to:  YesR  84,  naysIlT- 
Hr.  UAHDIN  (hen  proposed  a  similar  amendment 
to  the  second  section  of  (lie  bill,  for  the  payment  of 
interest  at  five  per  cent,  on  the  bonds  (herein  provided 
for,  and  alao  called  for  (he  yen  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Hr.  BROWN  said  he  had  voted  for  (he  amendment 
which  hadjuit  been  rejected,  with  a  view.  If  the  motion 
to  impose  inlerest  prevaJletJ,  to  move  to  reduce  it  lo  four 
per  cen I.  per  annum,  which  he  supposed  to  be  sufficient. 
Altbotigh  the  second  section  embraced  a  cliit  of  debtors 
BMiyoT  whom  were  not  actual  tufferert,  and  extended 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  their  bonds  six,  nine,  and 
twelve  monlhi  only,  he  would  still  insist  that,  if  inlerest 
vat  charged,  it  should  not  exceed  four  per  cent.    He 


would  therefore  more  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  by  sinking  out  five 
•nd  inserting  four  per  ccni. 

The  quealion  waa  (hen  taken  on  Hr.  HAiDis'iamend- 
meni,  and  (he  result  vat:  Yeat  101,  naya  96. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  (o. 
Hr.   CAVE  JOHNSON  then  renewed  the  amend- 

:nt  offered  by  him  in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  to 
strike  out  all  the  Grit  teelion  before  the  word  "  pro- 
ided,"  In   the    twenly-fiAli   line,  and    insert   Ihe  fol- 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasur?,  be,  and  he  it 
hereby,  authoriied,  as  be  may  deem  best  calculated  to 
secure  the  interest  of  the  United  Slates,  to  caute  to  l>a 
extended  the  (ime  of  payment  on  all  bonds  fiere(oroT« 
given  for  dutiet  on  imported  merchandite  a(  (be  cuatom- 
houae  in  (he  city  of  New  York,  and  which  waa  con- 
sumed in  the  lB(e  conflagration  at  New  York  by  fire, 
and  the  owners  of  which  had  not  been  indemnified 
tunnce,  to  three,  four,  and  five  years,  in  equal 
payments:  Provided,  alwiyi.  That  in  all  catea  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  collector  at  New  York,  said 
debts,  OF  any  of  them,  be  rendered  insecure  by  tucb  in< 
dul^nce,  that  further  and  addilionil  lurely  be  required 
before  the  indulgence  be  allowed:  And  provided,  itso. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  ahall  extend  to  bonds 
which  had  fallen  due  before  the  17lh  of  December  last : 
And  provided,  alao.  That  the  assent  of  the  sureties  on  all 
said  boada  to  extended  be  ihe  firtt  bad,  and  endorsed 
on  said  bonds,  respectively." 

Mr.  J.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  bis  amendment. 

Hr.  CAUBIIELENG  referred  lo  the  acta  of  1803, 
1804,  and  1807,  and  said  that  in  those  acta  no  ditcrimina- 
tion  of  property  would  be  found. 

Hr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yess  and  nays,  hut 
they  were  not  ordered,  and  the  amendment  waa  diaa- 
greed  to:  Ayes  66,  noes  115. 

Mr.  EVERETT  (hen  proposed  to  amend  the  first  tec 
tion,  by  striking  out,  wherever  thry  occurred,  the  worda 
"three,  four,  and  five"  year«i  and  insert  "one,  (wo, 
and  three"  years;  and  aiked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  en  his 
amendment;  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  CAUBRELENG  referred  to  the  ease  of  Savan- 
nah, where  credit  had  been  extended  to  fouryesrs  on 
(he  whole  amount  of  bonds.  This  hill  had  extended 
it  lets  (han  at  any  former  period- 
Mr.  HARDIN  laid  stt  the  cases  be  had  examined 
never  went  further  than  one  year,  as  in  Porlsmoutli 
and  Norfolk.  It  wai  now  admitted  that  (hose  who  had 
insured  would  be  fully  indemnified. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  a  brief  ttatement,  allow- 
ing (hat,  by  the  operation  of  the  former  actC,  under  (he 
old  system  of  credits,  the  credit  extended  lo  the  whole 
amount  of  bonds  for  four  years. 

Hr.  LEE,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  House  would  not 
suffer  ittelf  to  be  guided  entirely  by  precedent  in  acaae 
which  was  entirely  withuul  a  parallel. 

The  question  wai  (hen  taken,  and  the  amendment  wan 
rejected;  Yesa  96,  nsys  111. 

Hr.  WILLIAH9,  of  Kentucky,  tlien  moved  that  the 
House  adjourni  negatived. 

Mr.  OAftLAND,  of  Louitisna,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  ao  ailo  restrict  its  pruvi- 
tions  to  citizens  of  the  United  Stairs,  and  foreignera 
only  residing  in  Ihe  city  of  New  York  \  and  explained  in 
a  few  words  (lie  object  he  lisd  in  view. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  hoped  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  genlleraan  from  Louisiana  would  not  prevail:  First, 
because  the  amount  to  be  excluded  from  the  proposed 
relief  would  be  very  tmall;  and,  lecond,  because  it 
would  raite  interminable  difflcnliiea  in  the  tetile- 
ment  of  ;he  complicated  queitlont  which  would  ariiei 
and,  finally,  bccaute  I  would  not  intke  Ibii  T«ry    in- 
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vMUtnu    diitinction.      I  am  not  thui,  mimical  to  Ibr- 

Hr.  HcKBON  r«tn*rked  Ibat  tie  hoped  thii  amend- 
niBnt  vould  not  prsvail.  He  «u  oppoced  to  hare  lucb 
a  propwition  adapted  b;  the  repreteolaliTei  ofa  liberal 
and  cooimerelal  people,  who  bad  their  merchants  in  ev- 
er; foreign  counlr;  on  the  globe. 

Hr.  GARLAND  Mked  for  the  jt*»  and  atjt,  but 
thej  vere  not  ordered. 

Hr.  DAVIS  moved  that  the  Hoiue  adjourninentiTsd: 
Aye.  78,  noei  93. 

The  amendment  waa  then  rejected. 

Ur.  PEAHCB,  or  Rhode  Island,  renewed  the  amend- 
ment oRered  by  him  in  Commiilee  of  ibe  Whole,  to  al- 
low 15  per  cent,  to  theiufferers  ontheactuBlIoui  wbicb 
waa  rejeeled. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  itrike  out  the  fint  pro- 
viio  of  the  fint  aection,  ai  amended. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carotin*,  aaked  for  the 
jeai  and  niyig  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  wai  nentired  without  a  count. 

Mr.  GRAVES  propoMd  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
inK.  before  the  wordi  "three,  four,  or  fire"  years, 
whtrever  they  occurred,  "  a  period  not  exceeding;" 
wblch  wai  r*jeoled. 

Hr.  HcKAY  moved  to  iniert  in  the  ninth  line,  after 
the  word  "mcrchandiae,"  the  following;  "who  were  not 
indemnified  bj  insurance." 

Mr.  EVANS  aiked  the  consent  of  (he  Houae  to  sub- 
mit a  motion  for  an  adjournment  over  to  Molidsy. 

Objection  being  made,  Ur.  CHAFIN  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  fur  that  purpose. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  jeas  and 
nsys  on  the  motion t  which  were  not  ordered)  and  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  submilled  his  motion. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  Mon- 
day and  insert  Tuesday)  which  waa  carried:  Ayes  lOJ, 

The  motion,  aa  amended,  was  then  agreed  lo. 

The  question  ttien  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  McKiT,  that  gentleman  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysi 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  (lie  House  adjournj  negalived: 
Ayes  69,  noes  not  counted. 

Afler  a  few  words  from  Hr.  PHILLIPS  and  Mr.  Hc- 
KAY, the  question  was  taken,  and  (he  amendment  was 
disagreed  to:  Teas  83,  naystlO. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  a  proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end 
of  (he  bill,  <<  that  no  individual  sliall  realize  a  benrflt, 
under  (he  provinons  of  (he  first  section  of  this  bill, 
greater  than  the  smount  of  his  losf,  upon  the  calculation 
ihst  the  use  of  the  amount  he  owes  the  Qovemment  is 
worth  to  him  6  per  cent,  per  annum." 

Ur.  MORGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  not 
ordered. 

The  amendibent  waa  negatived. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  (o  amend  (he 
bill  by  striking  out  ihe  second  section;  and  upon  this 
motion  be  said  h«  wished  to  submit  a  few  remarks,  not- 
withstanding the  strong  indication  given  by  the  friend* 
of  the  bill  of  their  impstience  to  pits  it.  [U  was  (hen  five 
o'clock,  and  the  House  had  (wice  refused  to  adjourn.] 
1  am  perfectly  convinced  (said  Mr.  C.}  that  this  bill  will 
pass,  but  thai  convicdon  only  strengthens  my  iletcrmi- 
ni(ion  to  do  my  duty  in  resitting  it.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  complain  of  the  anxiety  of  (he  friends  of  this  measure 
lo  take  the  question  upon  its  psasage.  I  love  the  spirit 
of  Industry  evinced  by  it,  and  congratulate  (he  Houae 
upon  the  exhibition  of  tueh  a  spirit)  it  hat  Dot  been  veiy 
usual  here.  I  think,  however,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  CiwamiLiifs,]  whose  peculiar  province  it 
teeiDa  to  be  lu  nurse  this  bill,  ought,  least  of  all  olhen. 


to  be  impatient  under  the  delay  which  lit*  attended  it* 
progress;  for,  if  I  remember  aright,  some  weeks  since, 
when  tbe  sympathies,  not  only  M  the  members  of  thia 
House,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  were  deeply  excited  br 
the  then  recent  calamity  under  which  their  fcllow-citl- 
ienaof(he  city  of  New  York  had  suffered,  that  gentle- 
man, instead  of  pressing  tbi*  measure,  gave  the  premon- 
itory Symplon  of  a  commg  srraignment  of  a  certain  oon- 
tumacious  set  of  men  in  the  other  end  of  this  building, 
who  were  about  to  be  put  upon  their  trial  in  this  House 
by  the  gentleman  from  Haasachuseits,  [Mr.  Ada>s,]  for 
certain  grave  offences  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
in  the  last  hours  of  tbe  last  setiion  of  Congrets.  That 
arraignment  ha*  occupied  much  of  (he  time  of  thia 
House,  but  now  sleeps,  probably  to  wake  no  more,  hav- 
ing performed  its  office  of  giving  Ihe  honorable  member 
■n  opporlunity  of  venting  (he  biKerneaa  of  his  feeling*, 
and  abowing  the  poiition  he  intends  in  future  to  occupy 
in  the  party  divisions  of  the  day.  I  be^,  sir,  not  to  be 
undentood  as  intending  (o  censure  any  gentleman  for 
the  delay  to  which  (his  measure  his  been  subjec(ed)  fsr 
fhom  it.  I  am  grateful  for  it,  because  it  has  probably 
saved  me  from  repenting,  at  my  leisure,  a  hasty  vote 
which  I  might  have  given  under  the  influence  of  strong- 
ly excited  feelings  of  commiseration  for  the  aufferera 


matters,  and,  when  their  feelings  arc  assailed  by  a   

of  distress.  Or  excited  by  a  tale  of  human  Buffering,  will 
most  certainly  put  their  hands  into  (he  first  reservoir  of 
(he  mean*  of  relief  which  presen(s  i(self,  whether  it  be 
their  public  or  pmale  purse,  and  relieve  to  the  extent 
of  (heir  means.  I  should  nD(,  therefore,  have  consider- 
ed myself  as  misrepresenting  them,  if,  under  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  1  bid  rushed  into  the  support  of 
this  measure;  but  (he  time  most  unprofitibty  spent  in 
the  irraignment  of  the  Senate  has  enabled  me  to  appeal 
from  my  feeling*  to  my  judgment)  and  the  result  is, 
that  1  cinnot  now  vote  for  thia  bill. 

Hr.  Spealcer,  I  presume  it  would  not  be  strictly  in 
order  to  gn  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  firat 
section  of  (his  bill  upon  (he  motion  I  have  submitted  (o 
strike  out  the  second  teclioni  but  I  lake  this  occasion  to 
say  that,  upon  the  general  proposition  to  relieve  (he 
sufTereraby  the  late  fire  in  the  cityof  New  York,  by  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  it  canno(  be  sustained  upon  any 
principle  which,  if  carried  out  in  equal  jiiaiiee  to  every 
class  of  sufferen  by  fire  or  other  unav  nidi  hie  calamity, 
in  every  part  of  the  country,  will  not  leave  us  wi(h  a 
bankrupt  Treasury. 

We  ire  told,  sir,  (ha(  Ihe  immense  lu**  of  property 
in  New  York  is  a  national  cilimity;  and  lo  it  is.  So  is 
the  burning  of  (be  most  humble  cottage  or  cibin,  and 
the  household  goods  of  its  occupant,  but  in  an  infinitely 
less  degree,  !  admit.  By  what  rule  are  we  to  fix  the 
minimum  of  suffering  to  which  our  power  lo  give  relief 
will  extend?  This  bill  adapts  one  thousand  dollsra  »• 
the  Toweit  point  of  toss  worthy  of  our  consideration,  *o  far 
as  the  relief  proposed  is  predicated  upon  Ihe  existence 
of  an  actual  loss  of  any  kind;  but  Ihe  relief  eontemph- 
led  by  Ihe  second  aection  is  perfectly  arbitrary,  and 
without  even  (he  pre(eit  of  loss.  Hav,  1  contend, 
sir,  that,  upon  principle,  if  Ihe  national  Legislature 
have  power  to  relieve  the  ciliiens  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  under  the  circumstinces  of  this  case,  it  must  have 
the  power  (o  relieve  a  suffering  fsmily,  burnt  out  of 
house  and  home,  without  food,  without  a  bed  or  blanket 
lo  protect  (hem  against  the  severity  of  (he  season,  and 
remote  from  the  sources  of  cliari(y  or  s^ympathyj  and 
that  nich  are  a*  much  and  u  properly  objects  of  relief 
from  Ihe  national  Treasury  as  tiie  citizens  of  the  city  of 
I^ew  York.  But  admi',  for  the  argument,  Ihit  I  am  in 
error  in  this  position,  sli'l  I  uk,  where  are  w«  '<*  fi«  the 
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wind,  axiA  water,  to  which  the  ciliieni  of  thii  widC' 
•pKkd  republic  ue  (kily  expoaedf  If  the  huinble 
.  tenant  of  •  weilern  cabin  i*  too  imall  an  object  far  hk- 
tioiud  muniliccnor,  do  our  burnl  tuwns  and  ciliea  of  tbo 
Weit  com*  within  the  qiberc  of  four  power  to  reUeve? 
I  ineaD,  air,  thoae  town*  and  citin  that  are,  accordiDp  to 
nodera  coDttmoliDn,  out  of  the  pale  of  the  coutituLop, 
befood  the  magic  influence  of  porti  of  entry,  kod  the 
collection  of  impoitj.  Sir,  1  have  tlte  honor  to  repre- 
■enl  oae  of  the  moat  flouriihing,  proapcroui^  and  com- 
meicial  tittle  citie*  of  the  We«t — the  city  of  HajiaviUei  uid 
I  remember  that  aonie  yeart  ago  it  wa«  vluted  by  a  de- 
vaalatiog  fire,  in  vhich  the  losa  uutained  by  individuals 
vraa,  perhaps,  u  great,  in  proportion  to  ita  then  popula- 
lion  ind  wealth,  aa  (tie  Iota  sustained  by  he  recent  fire 
in  New  York.  Jlid  they  petition  Congress  for  relief! 
"-   -Tt  Ihey  knew  loo  well  your  course  of  legislation  i 


few  years  since  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  "the  beautiful 
city"  which  my  eloquent  friend  froui  Ohio  [Mr.  S-ronu] 


that  city  to  come  here  to  have  their  debts  installed,  or 
borrow  money  without  paying  interest.  A  friend  on  my 
leA  [Ur.  Psi-roB,  of  Tennessee]  taya,  news  hai  Just 
been  received  here  of  a  veiy  destructive  fire  in  the  city 
of  Natchez.  I  hop;  the  suifereTa  will  petition  Congrea* 
(or  relief.  I'hej  nave  a  port  of  entry,  lir,  but  1  fear  ita 
magic  influence  will  not  avail  Ihem  any  thingi  they  are 
not  in  the  right  quarten  iLe  very  power  that  is  irresist- 
ibly propelling  this  measure  through  this  House  will  be 
found  arrayed  against  them,  if  they  come  here  for  relief) 
there  would  be  Wnd  a  total  want  of  snalogy  between  a 
fireatNatchei  and  afire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

We  are  told  there  are  many  precedents  in  the  hialory 
of  our  legisUlJon  for  the  relief  proposed  in  this  cise,  and 
they  have  been  struncf  out  in  imposing  array  before  us( 
let  them  be  examined  by  tlioK  who  are  anxious  to  sanc- 
tify one  error  by  the  commission  of  anoliier.  If  the  ad- 
vocates  of  ibis  meaiiire  will  convince  me  that  they  have 
carried  out,  or  will  hereafter  extend,  the  principle  which 
(his  bill  proposes  to  eatablisli — that  they  have  been,  or 
will  he,  equally  munlGcent  towards  my  constituents  un- 
der similar  circumitan era— they  will  do  more  (o  recon- 
cile me  to  it  than  by  the  exhibition  of  any  given  num- 
ber of  cases  in  whicii  they  have  lierelofore  acted  with  the 
aame  partial  regard  to  local  interests. 

We  were  (old  the  other  day  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  CaMBaauBO,]  that  he  bad  always  voted 
for  western  measures—for  the  Cumbcrlsnd,road,  llie  ex- 
tension of  credits  on  the  public  lands,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  price.  What  did  the  gentleman  mean,  wrf 
(hat  he  had  paid  us  in  advance  for  our  votea  upon  tbis 
bill^  Ifthat  was  his  meaning,  we  owe  him  nothing  on 
the  score  of  bis  libcralilyj  for  be  intended  to  exact  the 
priceoritwhenaprnperoccBiion  presented  itself.  That, 
however,  could  not  have  been  the  honorable  member's 
meaning;  he  only  intended,  I  presume,  to  be  understood 
that  his  future  liberality  towards  the  West  would  depend 
upon  the  support  wliich  the  West  should  now  give  to 
ihii  mesBUpe.  Sir,  the  Weal,  ta  f»r  as  the  people  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  in  part,  are  concerned,  owe  (he 
gentleman  nothing.  Nay,  more,  sir;  we  owe  this  Gov- 
ernment notliing— not  the  first  dutUr— either  to  your 
justice  or  your  generosity.  Your  annual  millions  are 
expended  on  the  seaboard,  in  building  and  repaiiing 
ships,  fortilicaliant,  light-liouses,  navy  yards,  breskwa- 
tera,  and  a  thousand  other  objecta  fur  the  protection  and 
promotion  of  foreign  commerce,  while  the  internal  com- 


merce of  the  Weat  muat  find  ita  wa^  (o  nwtket  witlkont 
any  of  thoae  extraneous  aids,  and  is  even  taxed  to  pay 
you  a  per  oentum  upon  your  stock  in  the  Louiaville  ce- 
naL  If  we  ask  aid  (o  construct  a  great  hoA  leading 
Iiigbwsy,  we  are  told  (hat  it  is  not  an  object  tuBcient)^ 
"  nadonal  in  ita  character  for  the  expenditure  of  the  na- 
tional Ireaaure."  No,  tir*  we  hare  no(hing  nationat  in 
Kentucky  but  our  bloodi  (bat  has  been  found  aufficienlly 
so  in  time  of  war  to  meet  your  gracioua  acceptance. 
Your  public  lands  ace  lavishly  beatowed  upon  our 
younger  sisters  of  the  Wes((  their  roads  and  carakareof 
a  "  national  character."  Well,  sir,  Kentucky  doea  not 
envy  them  iheirgoodfortunetmany  of  them  are  "fleab 
of  our  fleab,  and  bone  of  our  bone."  We  have  alwey* 
furnished  the  pioneers  of  the  West,  and  I  hope  the  day 
will  come  when  the  West  will,  with  united  voice,  de- 
mand  justice  at  your  baads  for  that  portion  of  it  to 
which  you  have  neverbeen  generous,  or  eves  ju«l-  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  wilt  Kentucky  cease  to  pay  without  re- 
ceiving. Let  gentlemen  cease  to  boast  of  ttieir  liberal- 
ity toward!  the  West,  if  they  intend  to  include  Kentucky 
in  that  designalioR.  I  caDnot,  nay,  air,  I  will  not,  per- 
mit tliem  (o  tell  me  of  their  liberality  towards  Ibe  peo- 
ple I  bave  the  honor  to  represent,  without  letting  thero 
distinctly  understand  how  far  we  recognise  their  claims 
upon  our  gratitude.  I  auppoae  1  shall  be  told  of  the 
Louisvillecanal,  and  the  pitifulaums  employed  in  the  Im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio.  Sir,  Ibe  Louis- 
ville  canal  U  a  Wall  street  concern— an  eight  per  cent. 
stock  job.  Tes,  siri  you  are  gelling  eight  per  cent, 
upon  your  stock  in  that  concern.  Shytock,  If  he  were 
here,  (snd  at  he  is  not,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ■■peiaoni- 
fy  a  sentiment"  under  his  name,}  would  take  your  stock 
off  your  hands.  I  cannot  speak  of  this  boasted  act  of 
national  munificence  towards  the  West,  without  indigna- 
tion and  contempt.  You  have  laid  out  ten  times  aa 
mucb  money  in  conilrucling  a  breakwater  in  the  Dela- 
ware, not  with  an  eye  to  proRt  oa  the  expenditure,  not 
in  the  shape  of  stock,  but  for  the  accommodslion  and 
safety  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country,  sa  you 
bave  invested  in  tlie  stock  of  theLouisville  canal,  tlirough 
which  the  commerce  of  ten  Stales  and  two  I'erritorUa 
is  daily  pasting,  and  paying  tribute  to  a  corporation  In 
which  this  Government  is  tlie  principal  stockholder. 
Even  the  great  waters  of  the  West  secni  to  be  depri- 
ved of  their  nationaliiy  by  flowing  along  the  Diargln  of 
Kentucky. 

And  now,  sir,  having  disposed  ofthe  gentleman,!  cliilin* 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  West,  1  beg  ■  moment's  attention 
to  the  second  section  of  tliis  bill.  Does  it  pro\  ide  relief 
for  the  auflerers  by  the  recent  fire  in  the  city  of  Ne  w  Yorkf 
Has  i>,  in  fact,  any  such  object  in  view  I  Is  it  the  object 
ofthe  bill,  in  any  part  of  it,  to  praride  relief  for  the 
actual  sufferers  by  the  fire'  No.  tlr;  the  real  buffcrers, 
the  poor,  without  shelter  and  without  food,  who  have 
lost  their  all  by  the  fire,  are  not  cared  for  in  any  unKle 
feature  of  this  great  relief  measure)  it  is  exclusively  fur 
the  rclierof  the  importers  of  foreign  merchandisci  tbote 
of  thst  claai  who  have  lost  a  tbouaand  dullarsare  provided 
for  by  the  Rrat  section;  and  if  it  should  happen,  as  doubt- 
less It  will,  that  some  of  them  owe  from  liFly  to  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  Governmcnl,  and  get  a 
credit  of  three,  four,  and  five  yean,  without  interest, 
upon  their  dcblr,  having  lost  bu(  one  or  two  thousand 
dollars  tliey  will  make  a  neat  little  speculation  upon 
their  losset.  1  will  not  hlop  to  oiuke  the  calculation, 
air)  let  thoae  do  It  who  are  making  this  oflerlng  upon  (he 
altar  of  ch»rli)[.  As  to  the  second  class  of  pepsuns  pro- 
vided for  by  this  hilt,  the  mask  it  dropped  by  the  second 
wclion  of  it.  Their  ^uficrings  are  not  by  (he  fire. 
No,  lirj  i(  is  not  even  contemplated  that  they  thsll 
have  lost  a  dollar  by  the  lire  or  ita  conKqi>encei  Ihrir 
lufferingi  conuit  in  being  indebted  to  this  Guveinment  Tor 
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duties  on  imported  merctundiu;  not  on  good*  wbicb 
htve  been  burnt,  bat,  perhipi,  on  gtradi  thkt  htve 
been  told  >t  a  profit  coTeiing  the  dutieti,  tnd  the  money 
fur  them  uiuall;  receWedi  or,  if  not  iclualty  totd,  cer- 
tainly not  the  less  Mleable  beciUK  an  ihimenK  amount 
oTgooA*  of  the  nme  kind  has  been  burnt — burnt  in  the 
hand*  oF  the  purchuera  from  the  importen.  These, 
the  purchaiers  from  the  Importel^  are  anothbr  clfen  of 
■ufTereri,  actual  ■ufTeren,  for  whom  no  prorition,  no 
relier,  it  even  contemplated  by  thli  bill.  No,  lir;  the 
importer*  alone  are  thou^t  to  be  within  the  legitimate 
scope  of  your  power  lo  grant  relief,  and  they  are  to  be 
relieved  whether  they  ha*e  or  have  not  lufl^red.  And 
what  ia  their  pretext  for  it  }  Why,  that  they  nuy  be 
enabled  to  relieve  otheri.  They  will  be  much  more 
apt  to  UK  the  money  you  are  lendinr  them  to  tpecutate 
upon  the  neceasitiet  of  the  real  luRerers  by  tbU  fire, 
than  to  relieve  them.  Well,  air,  if  we  must  take  the 
pin  provided  by  the  Kcnmi  aeclion  of  thii  bill,  thankt 
to  the  untiring  effort)  of  my  cotleigue,  {Ur  Hisdih,] 
we  have  it  gilded.  Yeai  we  ihall  get  five  per  cent,  upon 
our  money,  (if  the  debton  do  not  become  bankrupt 
before  the  inatalment*  become  due,)  and -five  per  cent. 
i«  ■  pretty  good  bargain.  But  i«  the  Qovernment  of  thil 
great  nation  going  to  turn  uiurer,  to  leod  money  upon 
luance'  We  are  told  it  >a  the  first  initanoe  in  which  the 
Oovernment  has  asked  interest  under  like  nrcumstancet, 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last)  and  yet  I  voted  for  this 
same  usury,  and,  for  one,  will  insist  upon  the  payment  of 
it.  If  we  must  lend  money,  I  willeucl  theinterest,  sir, 
unless  I  can  discover  some  better  inducement  to  the 
lending  than  exists  in  this  ease. 

This  Government  is  now  rich,  sir;  the  Treasury  is  full 
to  overRowin^i  and,  m  webavenot  beenabletoget  opa 
war  upon  which  to  expend  it,  we  must  find  out  some 
other  means  of  getting  rid  of  it(  perHaps  this  lc«n  may 
be  the  precursor  of  a  system  of  lending  from  the  public 
Treasury.  Might  we  not  get  up  a  national  bank,  sirF 
Not  •■  a  monster,"  but  a  national  concern)  each  at  we 
might  perhaps  get  a  project  for  by  applying  at  a  certain 
white  house  in  this  cilyt  such  a  bank  as  would  not  cor- 
rupt the  members  of  Congress?  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  I 
address  this  House,  in  opposition  lo  the  measure  under 
consideration,  to  no  purpose.  The  importing  mer«banti 
ofthecity  of  New  York  want  the  use  of  four  million*  of 
dollars  of  the  public  money,  and  they  will  have  il[  but, 
sir,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  make  up  the  record  fully  and 
fairly;  let  the  journals  of  this  House  carry  their  names 
borne  to  their  constituents;  let  their  disintereited  benev- 
olence stand  recorded,  so  llist  the  American  people  can 
know  the  liberal  from  the  illiberal,  and  know  lo  whom 
to  apply  in  time  toeorae  for  relielilet  us  have  no  "  dodg- 
ing," siri  1  want  gentlemen's  consiitency  to  appear  on 
tbe  journsls,  when,  at  s  fiiture  day,  they  shall  be  called 
upon  lo  relieve  the  inhabitant*  of  some  burnt  city  or 
lawn  beyond  the  influence  ofthe  tesbreeze. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Route  adjotirn.  Agreed 
to:  Ayes  93,  noei  B4. 

And,  at  a  quarter  befbrc  six  o'clock. 

The  Houae  sdjouriicd  over  to  Tuesday  next. 


IS  with  Prance;  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 
[Vide  Senate  debates,  February  22.] 
The  reading  of  the  message  having  been  completed, 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  that  ItTie  Uid  on  the  table 
and  piinted,  with  the  accomfisnying  documents. 


Mr.  DAVIS  moved  that  10,000  exiMcapies  be  printed. 

Mr.  GILLBT  named  35.000. 

The  C  UAIB  isid  that  the  motion  for  sn  extrm  nuMber 
of  copies  mutt,  nndar  the  rule,  lie  over  one  day. 

Hr.  ADAMS  dsoved  to  refer  tbe  message,  fcc,  te  tt>e 
Committee  on  Foreign  AffiJrt. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  then  withdrew  his  molkm  to  lay  tbB 

es*sg«  on  the  table,  and  it  was  referred  to  Uie  Coat- 

ittee  on  Foreign  ARsin,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Hr.  PARKER  moved  to  suspend  ^the  rule,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering,  at  that  lime,  the  motion  to 
print  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  tbe  Preudent's  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  WHiTTLESET  asked  for  the  yets  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule;  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Fmaa  was  sgreed  to:  Ayes  113; 

So  the  House  determined  to  consider  the  motion  lo 
print  additional  copies  of  the  message- 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  ssid  that  the  ordering  of  extra 
numbers  of  public  documents  accounted,  in  psrt,  for  tlie 
extraordins^  increase  in  the  contineeat  expenses  of  thri 
House,  within  the  last  few  yearii  that  a  tkw  years  ago 
the  contingent  expenses  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
wereless  than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  during  the 
Istt  year  amounted  to  about  three  hundred  thousand 
doilari,  and  the  expenses  of  this  Houae  alone  to  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand. 

Mr.  LAY  said  that  they  had  now  Iidd  on  their  taMes, 
for  the  first  time,  documents  which  had  been  ordered  at 
tbe  commencement  of  the  seanon;  he  would  therefore 
move  that  the  messsge  and  documeutt  be  printed,  and 
furniihed  to  memben  before  tbe  lit  of  June  next. 

The  quetlion  wm  tsken  on  thit  motion,  and  it  irid 
distgKed  to. 

Mr.  PAHKER  said  that  this  was  a  most  important 
document,  snd  one  .In  which  the  community  felt  a 
greater  interest  than  any  messsge  which  had  been  sent 
to  Congress  the  present  acssion,  and  the  House  should 
publish  it  fur  distribution  in  everyhamlet  in  the  country. 
ft  announces  to  us  that  the  money  which  was  justly  du^ 
from  France,  and  has  been  wrongfully  withheld,  is  about 
to  be  paid)  and  it  also  announced  tbst  ournslionsi  honor 
has  been  lustsined.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee' 
[Mr.  C.  JoEBtDir]  had  ssid  that  the  message  would  be 
published  in  every  psper  in  the  United  States.  That' 
was  truet  but  many  of  the  papers  were  of  s  small  size, 
and  it  would  be  some  time  before  they  could  publisli  it; 
and  then  tbe  shspe  in  which  it  would  be  plsced  was  ob- 
jectionable, ff  there  wss  a  document  on  which  he 
should  place  his  frank,  the  present  message  wS*  the  onej 
and  he  did  not  want  it  in  a  newspaper,  but  in  a  book,  to 
that  it  would  be  Uid  up  and  preserved. 

Mr.  AD.VM8  said  tbfre  was  an  additional  reason  to 
those  which  were  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Paiesb,]  and  it  was  at  least  an  equally 
powerful  one  with  him  for  wishing  the  document  to  b^ 
dialributed  to  its  utmost  possible  extent.  Hemeaotwbat 
he  conceived  to  be  the  moral  of  this  controversy  with 
Frsnce— the  recommendation  with  which  it  closed,  and 
tbe  quotation  from  the  almost  inspired  words  of  the 
Father  ofhis  Country. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  ibere  were  but  few  of  bit  constitu- 
ents who  could  get  the  mestace  through  the  newspa-, 
pers)  he  therefore  moved  that  forty  thousand  copiei  be 
printed. 

The  question  wss  tsken  on  Mr.  Boom's  motion  lo  print 
40,000  copies;  which  wss  decided  In  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Hr.  GiLLn**  motion 
to  print  35,000  copies;  which  was  decided  in  thetRtrma- 
tive:  Yeas  103,  nays  73. 

Tlie  following^  messsge  from  the  President  wss  then 
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niitEtumef  atpraeittatiMH^ tltt  Dmttd Slatm.- 

I  irwuDiLt  to  the  Houte  of  RcprcMnbitiTei,  in  aiuwer 
to  Ibeir  K«o!alioni  of  the  —  of  Febniar]>,  inuant, 
reports  TroMi  the  Secretary  of  Slate  aDd  the  Secretary  of 
IbeTreaMiry,  wilhmeconipaiirinffdoeuiiienti,  rdalin^to 
the  reUliona  between  the  United  Statea  and  France. 
For  rcaaona  adrerled  to  by  the  Secretur  of  Slate,  the 
retolutioni  ofibe  Houie  liave  not  been  more  full;  com- 
plied with. 

.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Waibifbtov,  FtbruarjI.  IB.  1836. 

Mr.  MA30N,oF  Virginia,  Mid  thai  M  Ibere  wh  then  no 
nccewlyor  referring  theie  documenli  Id  a  cominitlee, 
be  moved  that  theji  belaid  on  the  table  and  printed  i 
which  «M  apeed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  CHAIR  proceeded  to  call  for  reporli  irom  itand- 
ing  committaeii  wben 

Hr.  ADAHS  reminded  ihe  Chair  that  iha  rule  requi* 
red  that,  after  thcRrit  thirty  daya  of  the  leaaioii,  petition) 
abould  be  called  for  on  the  fint  day  of  themeelingof  the 
HouK  in  each  week. 

The  SPEAKER,  on  referriog  to  the  rule,  announced 
that  petitioni  were  in  order. 
.    The  queition  pending  on  Ihe  lail  petition  day  wai  a 

foint  of  order  ariMng  on  an  appeal  taken  by  Hr.  'Vixraa 
'on  tbe  deciiion  of  the  Chair,  on  the  preientation  of  an 
abolition  petition  by  Mr.  BxisM. 

Hr.  MILLER  moved  that  tbe  queitjon  of  order  be 
poitponed  till  Monday  next 

Hr,  VINTON  *a>d  that  if  the  motion  10  poalpone  ahould 

prerail,  it  would  apply  only  to  the  iolitary  caie  under 

eoniide ration  I   for  there   were   many  other  catei  of  a 

■imilar  character  that  would  immediately  come  up. 

Mr.  HILLER  explained  that  hii  object  waa  that  all 

Eetitiona  which  miglit  give  riw  to  debate  ahould  likewiie 
e  poatponed)  but  he  hoped  the  Kood  feeling  of  membera 
haring  abolition  petitiona  would  induce  them  to  withliold 

Ur.  Wise,  ai  a  *outb«rn  nan,  ai  a  ataveholder,  did 
hope  the  House  would  act  upon  tlie  lubjcct  of  the  aboli- 
tion oFitaTery,  and  no  longer  evadeor  dodge  the  aubject. 

The  motion  to  postpone  till  Monday  next  w»  then 
agreed  to. 

Serer*!  petitioni  and  memoriala  were  then  pretented. 

SLAVERY  IN  TUB  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  preienled  a  petition  for  tbe  abolition  of 
alaTery  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  lelect  committee  on  Ihit  aubjecl. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEFARD  objected  to  it*  reception,  and 
mored  to  poilpone  the  further  f  oniideration  of  the  pre- 
linlnary  queation  on  Ihe  petition  till  Monday  next. 

Hr.  J.  a.  ADAMS  objeeledi  and 

Mr.  DAVIS  then  moved  to  lay  that  preliminary  motion 
on  tbe  table. 

Hr.  BRlGGSaiked  for  the  yeaa and  nayai«hich  were 
ordered. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived, 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG  inquired  of  the  Chair,  what  were 
Ihe  ordera  of  the  day } 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  by  a  reaolution  adopted  lome 
daya  aince,  tbe  appropriation  billt  were  made  the  ipeclal 
order  every  day,  after  one  hour  being  devoted  to  the 
coniideration  of  the  morning  buainea*,  except  on  Prldaya 
and  Saturdaya. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENQ  mored  that  therulea  be  luipend- 
ed  in  order  lo  proceed  with  the  call  for  petitiona  and 
memoriala,  with  the  exception  of  thoae  which  would 
give  rite  to  debate,  but  nibxquenlly  withdrew  the 
motion  I  and 


Hr.  LTON  renewed  it  in  a  difTerent  form,  viiitolui- 
pend  tbe  rule*  for  tbe  lune  purpoae,  for  this  day,  com- 
mencing at  tbe  Terriluries. 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  amend  that  motion,  lo  a*  to  pro- 
ceed in  Ihe  order  already  commencedi  agreed  toi  Ayea 
84.  noes  73. 

The  motion,  aa  amended,  waa  then  agreed  to:  Ayei 
133,  noeaSS.     The  rules  were  accordingly  luipcnded. 

The  queation  then  recurring  on  llie  motion  ofHr. 
DATia  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  on  the  reception  of 
the  petition  presented  by  Hr.  J.  Q..  AoiHsIhii  morning 
on  the  table- 
Mr.  HANN  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  so  that  the  vote  of  the  House 
might  be  taken  on  the  queation  of  order. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  could  not  assent  to  the  requeil,  aa 
he  wished  to  preclude  this  debate,  in  order  to  give 
memhen  t,a  opportunity  of  preaenting  petitions  Irom 
Ibeir  conatituenli. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative U  fullowi.-  Teai  130,  nays  B6, 

Yata — Meaar*.  Barton,  Bean,  Beirdiley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boree,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch, 
Cambreleng,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaoey,  Chapman,  Cbapin, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  CoRer,  Coles, 
Connor.  Corwin,  Cramer,  Cuahman,  Davia,  Deberry, 
Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  FaiiGeld, 
French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gatbraith,  James  Gar- 
land, Rice  Garland,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayson,  Ham- 
mond, Albert  G.  Harriaon,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Kolaey, 
Howard,  Huntaman,  Jabei  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  H.  Johiiaon,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry 
Johnaon,  John  W.  Jonea,  Benjamin  Jones,  Klingenaniith, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler.  T.  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Hanning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason, 
William  Maaon,  Hoaei  Hason,  Maury,  McConua,  Mc- 
Kay, McEeon,  HcKim,  McLene,  Moutgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Pattiraon,  Pat- 
ton,  Franklin  Fierce,  Pinckiiey,  Rencher,  John  Reyn- 
olds, Joseph  Re ny olds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Robertaon, 
Rogers,  Seymour.  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
Shrpperd.  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Towni,  Turrill.  Vanderpoel,  Wigener,  Ward, 
Washinglon,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Lewis  William^ 
SherrodWilliama,  Wise— 130. 

Nils— Meaira.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bynum, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carr, 
(icorge  Chambers,  John  Cliambera,  ChilJi,  Clark, 
Cranr,  Cuthing,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dromgixilr,  Evana. 
Everett,  Firlin,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Orennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Har- 
lan, Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harriaon,  Hsielline,  Hendcraon, 
llieiter.  Roar,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Buntington,Inger- 
snll,  Ingham,  'William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jsrvis,  Judaon, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee, 
Joihua  Lee,  Lmcdln,  Love,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann, 
Samion  tlason.  May,  McKennan,  »liller,  Mitligan, 
Morris,  Parker,  Dulee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearee, 
Petligrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pott^  Reed,  Ruuell, 
Schenck,  Sloane,  Sprague.  Storer,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Wardwell,  Whltlleaey— 66. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  lo  reconsider  Hie  vole 
of  this  dty,  postponing  until  Monday  next  Ihe  appeal 
from  the  decision  ufthe  Chair  in  reference  to  the  abo- 
lition petition  preacnled  on  Monday  of  laat  week  by 
Mr.  Bxieas. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  wai  induced  lo  make  this  motion, 
in  order  that  tbe  question  might  be  at  once  de- 
cided, and  that  the  House  should  not  be  blacked 
up  with  similar  questions,  thereby  excluding  the 
preientation  of  all  petitiona  of  a   different   character. 
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He  thought  Iberc  wu  no  more  ■pproprUte  lima  than  Itie 
prewiit  to  (Inside  ihii  quedion.  It  wu  due  to  the 
importance  of  tlie  subject  (hut  it  ihauld  be  met  >nJ 
decided  promptly— it  wm  due  to  the  country  tliat  It 
■liould  know  wiiat  ditpoiUiun  Congrcu  intended  to  make 
or  tliis  queition. 

Ur.  HiLLER  said  tliat,  tiarinj;  failed  in  accompllaliing 
h la  object  in  lubmilting  hia  motion  to  poitpone,  he 
Acquiesced  in  the  motion  of  the  Kentlemin  From  New 
.York  to  reconsider,  and  wji  in  Favoc  of  dispoaing  of 
the  question  of  order  at  lbi»  lime. 

Mr.  WISE  rose  to  make  a  prediction.  When  the 
geotlenui)  from  New  York  made  the  motion  to  recon- 
■ider,  Hr.  W.  well  knew  that  lila  appeal  would  be 
•nayered,  and  he  expected  that  the  gentleman  from 
Penniylvania  [Mr.  Kii,l««]  would  fully  concur  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  He  begged  the  IIi>uut  to 
look  at  the  fact  that,  when  an  appeal  came  from  the 
South  on  the  aubject  ofiUvery,  it  wa* unheeded,  it  waa 
unwcceasful.  Let  it  come  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  and  the  gentleman  from  Penmylrania  would 
be  found  fully  lo concur  with  him. 

Mr.  BKOWN  rose  to  tay  that,  lo  far  u  the  remark 
of  the  honorable  gpntleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiai] 
had  any  appLcation,  it  could  not  embrace  him.  He  had 
reiialed  the  motion  to  postpone,  becauie  he  wished  the 
cjuetlion  of  order  Bellied  now.  It  muit  be  settled  looni 
lor  it  was  impcsBihlc  the  flouse  iliould  remain  in  its 
present  date  any  length  of  time.  Why  not  settle  it  now 
■b  well  ai  nekt  week,  or  any  other  time.  He  saw 
.nothing  to  be  obtained  by  procnsli nation.  He  came 
from  a  diatricl  wbicli  had  not  troubled  the  Home  upon 
the  anjry  and  engrowing  question  of  «U»eryi  and  in 
siltiiig  m  silence  in  hit  seat  for  more  than  two  months 
while  the  discussions  were  going  on,  in  avoiding  all 
agitations  within  these  walls,  as  far  *s  his  influence  could 
Ro,  be  believed  be  obeyed  their  wiities.  Ttie  lut 
thing  he  desired  to  do  here  waa  to  debate  the  lubject 
of  the  abohlion  of  slavery  in  this  District.  In  maintain- 
ing the  moat  studied  silence,  he  believed  he  obeyed  the 
will  at  bla  constituent^  as  well  as  the  dictates  of  his 
own  jtidgment. 

When  the  honorable  gentlemin  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  PiaciaBt]  submitted  his  rtsolutioni,  he  voted  for 
Ihem,  in  (he  hope  that  all  future  petitions,  pnying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  would  go  to  the  select  commit- 
tee of  which  that  hoTiorable  gentleman  was  chairman) 
and  tliat  the  busineia  of  the  House  would  be  permitted 
to  proceed  in  the  usual  manner.  In  what  situation  did 
the  House  find  itself  now  I  It  wss  manifest  that  petitions 
couM  not  b«  preaenled,  so  long  u  the  question  of  order 
remained  uidetermined,  and  (lie  right  of  petition,  fur 
the  time  beieg,  waa  substantially  denied.  It  was  for  these 
reasons  ho  had  voted  against  the  moliun  toposlponei 
and  it  was  fur  these  reasons  he  should  now  vole  for  the 
motion  of  his  honorable  colleague  [Ur.  tU»]  to  re- 
consider the  motion  to  postpone,  with  a  view  to  reach 
the  question  of  order. 

Ur.  PINCKNEY  moved  lo  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  which  waa  nrgstired:  Ayes  85,  noes 
liot  counted. 

.     Ur.  LAWLEBaskeiTfor  the  yeas  and  nayson  (he  mo- 
tion to  reconsideri  which  were  not  ordered. 
.    "Hie  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  agreed  toi  Ayes 
101,  noes  not  counted. 

Ur.  MILLER  withdrew  the  motion  lo  postpone. 

'llie  question  then  recurred  on  the  question  of  ordef, 
which  was  as  follows;  On  Monday  of  lut  week,  a  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  slavery  wiibin  the  District  of 
Columbia  was  presented  by  Ur.  Bribos,  of  Hawohu- 
■etts.  Hr.  Wisi  raised  the  question  of  iu  reception. 
I'he  CaaiB  enterUined  that  motion,  and  Hr.  ViM:ro> 
took  an  appeal  Ihim  the  decitioi)  of  th«  Chair,  on  Ibo 
Vst.  XII.— 164, 


ground  Ibal,  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Hr. 
PiflCKHRT,  to  refer  all  petitions  heretofore  offered,  and 
which  should  Ih^reafter  ba  presented,  on  that  subject,  to 
a  select  committee,  it  was  not  in  order  lo  entertain  the 
question  of  reception. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  uked  for  the  yeas  and  naysf  which 
were  ordered. 

The  point  of  order  wu  discussed  at  length)  and  th« 
decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  Hersrs.  LAW- 
LEB,  CC3HtNG,  WISE,  and  GARLAND  of  Virginia, 
and  opposed  by  Ueasrs.  BEARDSLEY  snd  GREN- 
NELL. 

Hr.  VANUEHPOEL  said  that  his  mind  had  not  at 
first  been  altogether  free  from  doubt  or  difficulty  on 
this  question,  %ut  his  reflections  had  brought  him  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Speaker  wss  wronc,  and  he  tvould 
briefly  submit  the  reasons  Ibat  hadbruught  him  to 


ult. 


the  8lh  of  February  last,  an  honorable  gentle> 
msn  from  South  Csrolina,  [Mr.  Fincxnai,]  forthe  very 
desirable  and  laudable  purpose  of  establishing  some 
mode  by  which  these  agitating  abolition  petitions  could 
be  disposed  of,  without  a  most  useless,  nay,  a  most  exci- 
lin^  and  mischievous  debate,  introduced  a  series  of  rcso- 
lutiona,  which,  aRer  some  debate,  were  adopted  by  n 
most  overwhelming  majority  oflliis  House;  the  Rrst  of 
which  ii  the  only  one  which  is  material  lo  the  cootider- 
alion  of  the  question  now  under  discussion,  and  is  in  the 
words  foUowmg: 

"  Raolotd,  That  all  the  memoriala  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this  House, 
praying  lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tlie  District  of  Co- 
lumbia) and  also  the  resolutions  oflered  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Haine,  [Hr.  Janvi's,]  with  the  amendment 
thereto  proposed  by  an  honorable  member  from  Virgin- 
is,  [Mr.  Wise,]  together  with  every  other  paner  or 
fropDsiliqn  that  may  be  submitted  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
let, be  referred  lo  a  select  committee,  wilh  inslrnclion* 
lo  report  ailverscly  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitiuncri^  and 
according  to  certain  requisitions  contained  in  the  reso- 
lu  lions." 

Subsequenlly  to  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Haasachuaelts  [Mr.  Daiesa] 
presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  question  which  had  >o  often 
been  sgitated  was  again  made  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Wisi,]  whether  this  petition 
should  be  received,  and  was  about  to  be  discussed  at 
lenglhg  when  it  was  urged  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Viitoi,]  that  Ihe  question  of  receplion 
could  not  now  be  contested  or  debated,  because  the 
tlouse,  by  the  adoption  of  the  resoluiions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  had  established  s  general  uni- 
form rule  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  pcliliona 
should  be  disposed  of.     The  Speaker  decided  that  the 

3ueiti<in  of  receplion  was  still  open  to  objection  and 
ebate  {  and  from  that  decision  an  appeal  has  been  la- 
ken,  which  is  now  the  subject  under  consideration. 

Ur.  V.  said  that,  in  order  to  determine  the  import, 
■cope,  and  eff'ect,  of  the  resnlut'ions  introduced  by  the 
honorable  genileman  from  South  Carolina,  it  waa  perti- 
nent to  inquire  what  object,  what  purpose,  induced  the 
presentation  of  those  resoluiions,  and  what  circumstan- 
ce* attended  tlieir  introduction  into  and  paiuige  through 
tltis  House?  II  was  welt  to  inquire  what  was  the  old 
rule,  what  waa  the  mischiefi  and  then  we  could  deter- 
mine what  sort  uf  remedy  was  intended  to  he  provided. 
Need  he  ask  any  gentleman  what  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  Itunorabfe  mover  ufthe  resolutions,  in  bringing 
them  to  our  Consideration  ?  It  was,  as  all  would  readily 
answer,  to  avoid  those  interminable,  unprorilsble,  and 
most  "  incendiai^"  debates  which  had  previously  at- 
tcoded  the  iolfOductioR  of  tvery  one  of  these  petiUont, 
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The  public  mini]  at  the  South  w 
■tate  of  ifr'ititioni  it  wu  liiglil 
be  quietei],  aiKt  all  reflecting 
eeive  thai  the  constant  intl  excited  discussions  here,  on 
the  inlroduclion  of  (heae  pelitiont,  were  catculateil  tc 
■ccutnprisb  »ny  thinK  but  to  quiet  the  troubled  waters. 
They  could  only  tcrve  la  impreu  Ihe  abalitlonUli  of  the 
North  vlih  the  idea  that  they  had  become,  or  were  be- 
coming, wonderfully  Tormidable,  and  incretse  the  appre- 
hrniions  which  the  tlavebotder*  of  the  South  so  naturally 
cherikhed.  The  animited  and  oriiinwa  bitter  dticunioni, 

SroToked  lo  con»tantIy  here  by  the  olTer  of  theie  pe^ 
tioiu,  could  only  serve  them  ladomijchieratbolh  endu 
to  itiinulite  the  abDlilioniiti  to  greater  exertioni,  and  in- 
crease the  alarm  of  those  upon  whom  Ihetr  miscliievoui 
doingi  were  deiigned  so  prejudicially  and  ilisnstroutly  lo 
operate.  It  vas  highly  important,  then,  that  tome 
movement  slwuld  here  be  made,  that  iDine  plan  should 
here  be  adopted,  by  which  the  miscliievous 
quencei  of  coMtant  discuasion  and  agitation  might 
be  avoided)  and  tfaat  very  lar^  inif  decided  mi 
joriiy,  which  voted  for  the  reaolutiona  of  Ihe  gentlemai 
from  South  Carolina,  hailed  Ilia  propoaition  ii  the  sure 
the  acceptable  means,  by  which  Ihe  evil)  ivhicti  we  had 
•o  long  encountered  might  be  IhereaRer  avoided.  The 
source,  too,  from  which  they  emanated  (a  genllrman 
Trom  a  alaveholding  Stale)  was  well  calculated  to  make 
the  remedy  which  he  intended  to  work  mure  complete. 
II  it  not  anuming  too  much,  sir,  to  tuppoae  and  affirm 
Ihal  all  who  voted  for  his  reEoIutioni  did  an  under  a 
eonviction  thai  this  whole  subject  had  received  in  quie- 
fui,  at  least  tilt  after  the  report  of  this  instructed  com- 
mitlee  should  come  ini  but  now,  sir,  if  we  Bualaiii  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  ami  adopt  the  course  contended 
tor  by  Ihe  gentleman  fron  Virginia.  [Ur.  Wisa,]  then 
we  willindecd  have  labored  in  vain  lo  diapoie,  even  for 
K  aeason,  of  this  Iroublesome  subject.  Allllie  fond 
hopes  of  those  who  aupportcd  the  reiulu  liana  of  ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Sinith  Carolina  will  be  blasttd,  and  a  cnn- 
Bict,  unprofitaifle  aa  il  ii  mischievona  and  painful, 
will  again  be  commeiKed  on  this  floor.  He  begged  gen- 
tlemen to  look  to  cunaequences  before  they  voted  upon 

Hr.  V.  coKirndedlhalthereaalulionsorthe  honnrahle 

Scntlemsn  from  Stiuth  Carolina,  [Ur.  Pihckhit,]  now 
lat  they  were  adopted,  had  all  the  force  and  efficacy  of 
a  standing  rule  of  Ihla  fl'iUBei  and  when  we  recurred  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  i »t rod ucpd  here,  we 
would  be  more  ready  to  admit  that  Ihey  had  all  the  es- 
sential oharactcriatica,  and  ahould  Iherefori;  have  alt  the 
force,  of  a  standing  rule.  Were  they  introduced  in  ref- 
erence to,  or  provoked  by,  any  particular  petition?  No. 
The  lionorabl*  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad  of- 
fered them  as  independent  propasitioni,  not  applying  to 
•ny  particular  isolated  petilion  or  document,  hut  as  gen- 
eral rules  lo  dispose  not  only  of  the  abolition  petitions 
ttut  had  been  presented,  but  to  direct  Ihe  disposition  of 
those  which  might  afterwards  be  presented.  It  was 
competent  fur  a  majority  oF  Ibis  House  to  etiabliafa  a  gen- 
eral rule,  and  then  it  oould  be  rescinded,  in  reference  lo 
*  particular  case,  only  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  ihe 
House.  If  it*  was  compeient  for  the  House  lo  establish 
standing  rules,  in  relaiion  to  any  subject  of  great  inter- 
eat  to  the  nation,  (which  no  gentleman  would  deny,) 
then  this  wai,  to  all  inlenta  and  purposes,  one  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  House,  which  directed  "  that  all 

Eetitions  which  might  ihereafier  be  presented  shoald 
e  referred  lo  a  select  commitlee,  with  inslruelions  lo 
Ittake  Fuch  a  report  as  ahould  guard  agaioal  the  future 
inBux  of  these  agitating  documents  into  this  hall."  How 
can  gentlemen,  then,  in  the  face  of  thia  standing  order 
or  rule  of  the  House,  object  lo  the  reception  of  the  peti. 
tions?    Kr,  (uii  Mr.  V-i)  I  voted  for  the  — '■■' — 


(and  so,  according  to  the  most  obvious  ruica  of  common 
sense,  must  every  gemleman  who  volt'd  for  them  have 
voted  for  them,)  on  the  aa-umplion  that  the  petiiions,  if 
presented,  wuuld  be  rrceivedi  for,  sir,  Ihe  reference  of 
the  petitions,  which  the  resolutions  so  emphatically  or. 
dera,  preauppoaes  the  reception  of  them.  You  cannot  re- 
fer a  thing  lo  a  Belect  or  general  committee  before  it 
is  received)  and  he  was  sorry  to  hear  his  honorable 
friend  from  North  Carofina  [Mr.  Bucun]  a  few  days  ago 
contend  that  he  did  not  consider  Ihe  resolations  as  im- 
posing any  (^ligation  to  receive  these  petitions.  Iledi4 
nnl  consider  the  reception  of  them  aa  ao  very  respeclfitl 
to  the  petitioneri,  when  they  were  referred  for  the  very 
purpose   of  not  only   procuring  the  rejection  of  their 

Iirsyer,  but  of  calling  forth  such  ai^umenia  and  expoalu- 
ations  as  should'  guard  against  our  being  troubled  wilh 
Ihem  hereafter.  To  receive  a  thing  for  the  purpose  of 
killing  it,  was  not,  in  hi*  humble  etitimatlon,  tuch  ■  re- 
ception of  it  aawaaubJEClionablc  on  the  Korcuf  respect 
lo  those  who  sent  it  here. 

Bui  grnttsmen  tell  ui  they  vsnl  discussion.  They 
do  not  like  lo  be  mauled  witen  Iheae  petilians  come 
here.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  V..)  how  completely  baatlie  policy 
of  a  ceriain  sect  ion  of  this  country  changed  within  a  few 
short  years.  He  well  recollected  that,  less  that  two 
years  ago,  upon  the  inlroduclion  of  one  of  these  peti- 
tions praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
ofColumbia,  a  discussion  waa  commenced  in  relation  to 
it.  In  which  some  genllemrn  from  the  South  evinced  a 
disposition  to  paKicipale,  when  an  honorable  and  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Virginia,  whose  great  eiperi- 
ence  gave  him  a  well-merited  inSuence  here,  [Mr. 
Archer,  now  nul  a  member,]  rose  in  hia  place,  and  ad- 
monished southern  gentlemen,  by  every  considcniion 
of  regard  to  their  great  interest,  nut  to  discuss  thi* 
matter. 

[Here  the  Seaisia  Inlernipted  Mr.  V.,  and  said 
he  was  lra>eltingoul  of  the  Irgilimale  range  of  debate.] 
Hr.  V.  aaid  he  had  many  things  more  lo  nyi  but  he 
was  apprehensive  tliat  he  would  be  obliged  very  aoon  lo 
choose  the  allernative  which  Ilia  friend  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  GiKLASD]  had  juat  submitted  lo  with  so  much 
grace,  viz:  take  his  seal,  and  forego  the  reaidue  of  his 

He  would,  however,  belbrc  he  closed,  renriiMl  the 
Hnuse  on  what  groanda  the  reception  of  these  pctiiiona 
was  objected  In,  before  Ihe  adoption  of  Ihe  resulultoRl 
of  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

[Here  Hr.  GaaLinv  called  Hr.  V.  lo  order,  and  the 
Speaker  decided  ttut  lie  was  out  of  order.] 

Hr.  V.  then  concluded  by  remarking  that,  fcr  Ihe 
reasons  which  he  had  already  ui<ged,  and  for  ninety-nine 
other  reasons,  Ifaat  he  could  have  u^ed,  if  he  had  not 
been  arrested  tayodla  of  order,  he  would  vole  to  rcverae 
the  decision  of  Ika  Speaker. 

Ur.  MANNING,  lit  South  Carolina,  roM  nexi,  md 

Ipoke  as  follnwa: 

Hr.  Speaker;  Should  tlie  decision  of  (he  Cha'rr. 
whidi  hat  been  made,  renuln  unrevcr>e<l,  then  tht* 
strange  anomaly  will  be  forced  to  result  from  il:  that  the 
resolution  offered  by  my  colleague  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  PiE(CKi>aT,]and*dopted  by  an  overwhelming  major. 
ily  of  this  House,  intended  to  answer  a  de Unite  and  special 
'  leci,  will  be  wholly  defeatedi  because  it  wiUbeeasen* 
ly  changed,  so  aa  to  fail  in  answering  Ihe  most  impor- 
tant purpotei  for  which  it  was  originated,  and  on  aceuunt 
of  which  it  waa  supported  by  its  friends.  1'he  objects, 
highly  important  as  we  believe  them  to  be,  intended  to 
be  accomplished  by  ila  adoption,  will,  af^er  the  malurs 
and  deliberate  action  of  this  branch  of  Congress,  btt 
wholly  changed,  I  trust  that  no  skill,  however  adroHIf 
or  powerfully  used,  will  ever  ao  far  succeed  a*  lo  prevent 
(be  ftdl  MtiM  of  tlM  NMhiiwB  front  cSeeitntiag  ttwM 
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imporUnt  6ii»l  r«tult«  vhich  the  originator  &nd  Triendi 
or  i(  du  moil  Brdenlly  >nticip>le.  We  hope  in  Ihe  God 
of  our  CDunlrf ,  that  the  exponent  or  this  ifill  be  luch  » 
to  gladden  Ihe  heart*  of  pBtrioii)  and  loath  arising  irrita- 
tions,)'^ reneiringconfidence  in  every  ponlon  of  thia  wide- 
ly extended  country.  I  regard  tliii  reiolution  asa  settled 
rule  for  ILiia  House,  ai  much  so  as  any  which  it  run 
adopt  under  ill  legitimate  functianal  action.  No  psriia- 
minlary  law,  sanclioncd  by  wiidom  and  consecrated  by 
asage,  ean  be  more  so.  \t  ihe  Speaker  can  by  hii  deci- 
sion reverse  this  resolution,  which  expresses  and  means 
"  that  ill  Ihe  memoriali  which  have  been  ofTered,  or  may 
hereafter  be  presented,  to  this  Mouse,  praying  fur  Ihe 
•bolilion  or  slaver;  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  refer- 


"  &c.. 


ttun  that  all  fjetitioni  or  memuriali  which  liad  been  re- 
ceived at  the  time  ofihe  adoption  of  the  resolution  shsU  be 
referred  tn  the  select  committee  raised  under  It,  and  that 
therefore  all  oFs  like  chsracler,  lubtequenlly  introduced, 
eouM  be  allowed  to  tube  any  ether  iJireclian,  4hen  the 
whole  character,  scope,  and  extent  of  it  will  be  so  limit- 
ed M  to  countervail  the  apeci&ed  and  declared  object  of 
it.     If  Ibis  be  true,  then  h    '  '     ' 

or  change,  any  deliberate 
%  rule  for  it*  governance. 

I  know  full  well  the  reiponsibillty  and  delicacy  of  the 
Speaker's  ntuation.  I  feel  and  acknowledge  how  im- 
portant it  it  to  the  orderly  management  and  proper  de- 
Itbenlion  ofthia  body  that  be  should  ba  sustained  by  all 
patties  in  hi*  general  tlforta  to  preaerve  proper  decorum. 
1  wouM  do  all  in  my  power,  geneially,  to  sustain  the 
Speakert  but,  in  this  instance,  ifeel  s  paramoont  duly  to 


ed  at  tho  very  first  moment  when  indications  were  given 
that  the  utual  mode  of  disposing  of  these  memorials  and 
petitioiia  was  to  be  abandoned.  The  usual  practice  of 
both  branches  of  Congreas  has  been  to  lay  Ihcm  on  the 
table,  or  to  refer  them  to  a  committee.  Thia  has  been 
Ihe  practice  not  only  of  this  Houir,  but  ofthe  Senate  al- 
so.   There  they  were  laid,  there  they  have  remained,  to 


e  for  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  from  whose  safe 
keeping  they  never  escaped  to  see  light  of  day,  or  to  so- 
(MiBmliHi  that  magnitude  of  evil  which  they  were  calcu- 
lated lo  produce,  through  the  aeency  of  wicked  or 
Ihougbtlese  eiiiiena,  who  originated  them  or  sent  them 
hera.  It  has  been  painful  to  many,  and  indeed  to  most 
of  this  House,  that  we  have  been  canied  away  frum  that 
practice  of  both  Houses  of  Cor^reas,  in  the  disposition 
of  anli-slsvery  memorials  and  petitions,  which,  hereto- 
fore, Itas  been  (bundio  tafie  and  politic.  We  were  driT> 
•n  rehiclaotly  to  pursue  some  mode  by  which  w«  hoped 
to  arrest  tiMt  tendency  of  things  here,  which  we  deeply 
feared  might  lead  to  inosJeuable  evils  and  to  dangerous 
results.  We  hoped,  by  this  resolution,  to  stay  debate, 
lo  prevent  discusaion,  to  keep  down  irritating,  beartburn- 
"Jtives,  and  to  unite  Congress  by  astrongeiprei- 


doubti,  give  renewed  security,  and  unite  ua  once  more 
in  the  bonda  of  common  interest  and  of  united  ■fTeclionS) 
and  that  we  might  meet  and  unite  upon  ■  broad  and 
common  ground,  from  which  distracting  and  agitaline 
questions  might  be  avoided,  and  where  varying  and 
practically  unimportant  abstract  notions  and  opinions 
might  have  no  inSuenee  in  preventing  useful  and  prac- 
tical results.  Our  aim  has  been  to  reach  practical  ob- 
jects, lo  prevent  diaciwaion,  to  keep  down  excitement 
of  one  portion  of  the  Union  againai  the  other   " 


not  long  exist  In  this  age  ofthe  world,  and  without  wbicb 
they  would,  if  they  could  exist,  be  a  curse. 

Sir,  I  hare  been  filled  with  anxiety  and  care  at  tht 
course  which  thlnga  are  taking  in  this  country.  My  bed 
ii  not  refreshing  to  me,  as  it  used  to  be.  Unhsppy  vi- 
sions flit  across  my  mindj  thorns  are  planted  under  my 
pillowi  the  air  does  not  refresli  me  as  in  other  days;  the 
sunbeams  do  not  bring  those  gladdening  and  animating 
scniiliona  to  my  frame,  as  was  Ihe  case  when  our  south- 
ern coiintrv  was  happier  and  more  uniledi  when  lh« 
South,  the  land  of  generous  feeling  and  of  noble  senli- 
liment,  the  land  of  hospitslily  and  of  elegant  and  polish- 
ed life,  of  warm.  Impassioned,  and  sweeping  eloquence, 
and  of  moral  and  intellectual  power,  wis  one  and  united. 
Theie  are  the  bright  features  by  which  our  southern 
States  have  erer  been  chsracterizedt  these  are  the  fine 
tritta  which  adorn  the  lovely  character  of  the  South. 
Tliil  interesting  country,'  in  earlier  and  happier  days, 
was  united,  v*i  full  of  hope,  and  rioted  in  Ihe  grand 
prospective  of  the  distant  future)  and  as  the  series  of 
evenis  unfolded  the  ri«ng  prosperity  of  our  State  and 
common  country,  ad  was  joy,  hope,  and  glatlness.  The 
times  are  clian^ngi  slowly  operating  causes  are  produ- 
cing dlicontenisi  undefined  apprehensions  are  lucceed- 
ing  tofulland  unlimited  confidence!  a  thrilling  sensibility 
hu  been  awakened,  under  clouded  apprehensions  that 
attempts  miy^  be  made  to  unieltle  Ihe  existing  order  of 
thinga  by  an  interference  directly  in  Ihe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, at  no  distant  day,  wilb  the  rights  of  Ibe  slave- 
ownersi  and  by  making  this  a  mere  nrat  move,  into  a 
more  eitendcd  and  general  ayslem  of  operation  in  the 
ilsTcholding  Slates  at  some  ililj  more  disUnt  day.  The 
object  of  the  friends  ofthia  resolution  is  to  disabuse  the 
pubtici  to  substitute  for  improper,  correct  statements)  to 
present  juti  views  of  northern  senlimeni  and  feeling,  in 
relation  lo  our  Inatitutionsi  and  to  give  the  other  por- 
tions of  OUT  common  country  an  opportunity  of  putting 
down  those  wild  and  erratic  movements  at  the  North,  by 
whicli  those  who  aim  at  pressing  lliair  memorial*  and 
)ielilioni  upon  Congresi,  that  they  may  produce  discua- 
■ion,  eiclle  feelings,  and  Ihui  force  Ihemielvea  and  their 
objecli  into  ihe  notice  and  under  ihe  consideration  of  ■ 
thinking,  speaking,  and  writing  age,  may  fall  short  of 
their  aim.  Theirsuccess  will  beat  be  secured,  and  their 
ends  best  answered,ir  they  csn  but  10  far  prrw  themselves 
and  their  objects  upon  the  notice  of  the  country  a*  to- 
produce  excitement,  awaken  resentment,  or  elicit  ibuae. 
ITnder  the  silence  of  EOntempt,  or  under  the  iadignsnt 
rebukes  of  the  lovers  of  order  and  stable  government, 
they  will  dwindle  down  to  their  proper  and  aafe  dimen- 
aiont.  If  let  alone,  they  will  unk  into  that  inugnifi- 
canoe  which  they  meriti  they  will  sink  under  those  re- 
bukes, frooii  the  moral  and  intellectual  forces  of  our 
northern  brethren,  which  seem  to  await  them.  If  the/ 
progress,  the  battlcmuslbe,  will  be,  fought  at  the  North. 
The  good  of  society,  the  safety  and  happiness  of  eveiy 
portion  of  this  country,  will  bring  about  Ihia  result  i  for 
if  these  crusaders  against  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
slsveholding  Stales  are  permitted  by  northern  poiliori 
ofthia  couDlry'lo  move  on  in  their  erratic  course,  they 
will  produce  such  throes  and  convulaions,  not  only  in  the 
South,  but  in  the  North,  that  the  e*tabli>hed  order  of 
tblDga  will  become  unsetlledi  the  reipi  of  law  and  of 
liberty  will  be  endangered. 

The  South,  air,  ought  never  Jo  debate  thia  questioni 
It  ought  never  to  dl&cuss  lit  for  discussion  will  produce 
eicllement,  onedegree  oF  excitement  will  beget  another) 
a  warm  and  animated  southern  excitement,  will,  niy,inuBt, 
produce  a  corresponding  northern  exeitementi  each  will 
grow  in  character  and  in  degree,  until  a  grand  northern 
interest  may  stand  opposed  to  a  grand  southern  interest. 
The  North,  then,  becomes  arrayed  against  the  South, 
and  the  South  againit  the  North,     I  will  not  allow  myMlf 
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>,  under  >  jiinclure  like  Ihii,  vrliit  will  brcome 


for  the  ark  of  our  poliiicit  nfely.  Tlie  ^nund  uinmeil 
in  (he  reiolution  ii  nnt  only  •  broul  and  cnmmon  one, 
upon  which  ill  may  isfely  iinlle,  but  ii  one  broad  and 
ample  enough  lo  tuslain  :ill  the  righU  and  intercili  of  Ihe 

UnilcrthecomproniiKa  of  Ihe  Slilea,  wbich  led  to  the 
formalion  of  tbia  (iuienimcnl,  and  to  tbe  aJuplion  of  ihe 
conililution  of  tbc  ITnileil  Slalei,  we  believe,  however 
(Xhrr  (>entlenien  may  tlifTer  from  ua,  IhalCungren,  under 
them,  baa  no  power  whatever  lo  interfere,  directly  or 
indirectly,  with  the  ilave  properly  of  Ihe  ciliieni  within 
tbe  Diatrici  orColumbia,  any  mare  than  it  hai  to  interfere 
with  hoiitM,  or  land,  or  an^'  other  Oescription  ofproperty. 
II  cannot  do  thii  olheruise  than  in  auch  v»y,  and  far 
rich  liij^h  and  necessary  purpoiea,  as  has  been  clearly  and 
definitily  eiprcised  in  the  conitilution  itself.  Properly 
cannot  be  taken  by  the  Government  IVom  its  citizens, 
without  full  and  adeqiiale  compensation;  and  then  only 
for  such  important  purposcl,  and  for  such  absolute  wants, 
aslhenfely  of  Ihe  country  may  require.  Under  these 
compromiici,  in  reference  Id  the  properly  of  Ihe 
alaveholdinR  Stales,  Ihe  constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
was  adoptei))  with  these  underitandin^  the  Oovernnienl 
waa  formed;  upon  these,  aa  their  proper  batii,  rest  ihc 
conalilulion  and  GoTernment.  TliMe,  then,  under  le- 
gilimate  deductions  of  reason,  are  Ihe  spirit  and  life  of 
Ihe  constiiutton  and  Coverntncnl;  and  under  their  broad 
banner  we  the  people   will   protect  and  defend   our 

Siroperty  and  lives,  should  thii  sad  alternative  ever  be 
orced  upon  us.  When  Virg'inia  and  Hsrylind  made  a 
cession  of  the  ten  milea  square,  within  the  limits  of  this 
SistricI,  they_  never  for  •  moment  believed  tlist  the 
original  and  inherent  right  of  Itioie  SUtea  would  be  or 
could  be  tranaferred  to  Congresi,  so  that  it  could  interfere 
wiih  the  rights  of  property  of  their  citizens  who  lived 
upon  the  soil.  Neither  could  Maryland  or  Virginia  do 
snj  fuel)  act,  or  make  any  such  transference.  The 
constitution  of  neither  9late  gave  any  such  power  lo 
their  resp*cti»e  Legislatures.  If  no  such  power  resided 
in  tbe  constitution,  Ihen  any  such  attempt  to  exerciae  it, 
nn  the  psrt  of  the  Legislalurea,  would  have  been  s  gross 
usurpation  of  povrer,  never  yielded  by  the  people. 
Nothing  but  an  set  of  Ihe  people,  in  convention,  could 
have  yielded  that  power,  winch  certainly  was  never 
granted  under  thow  Slate  conslilutiona.  Then  it  Is  ai 
clear  ai  light  Ihst  the  Congreii  of  the  United  Stales 
never  can  interfere,  so  as  to  emancipate  the  alaves  in 
the  DiilrictofCDlumbia.uniil  Ihe  people  of  Virginia  and 
Marvland,  In  conventions  oflhe  people  of  those  States, 
shsit  see  proper  to  confer  the  power.  I  believe  that  an 
unfortunate  laaue  was  made  up,  when  a  fundamental 
principle  of  oar  Oovcmment  wsa  connected  with  the 
'  question  of  slavery.  What  would,  if  ihia  course  shouM 
be  pursued,  be  the  result.'  By  a  forced  and  unnaturil 
action  of  this  House,  you  would  drive— not  the  abolilion- 
iats,  for  they,  under  anv  circumitancei,  are  and  will  be 
•gainst  ua — but  you  drive  on  a  most  important  vote 
Ihoae  who  differ  with  ua  on  a  mere  abstract  legal  opinion, 
but  who  are  among  our  very  best  friends,  the  abiding 
frienda  of  southern  rights,  and  who  are  firm  and 
unwavering  luppiirlera  of  those  compromises  under 
wbich  Ihe  SUtes  unilid  to  form  the  Government  of  Ihe 
United  Slates.  This  denial  of  the  right  lo  petition, 
gen  lie  men  never  could  have  yielded.  They  would  have 
been  rebuked  by  p,rblic  aemimem  for  yielding  one  of 
Ibnse  great  principfei  upon  which  rests,  fundamentally, 
not  only  our  Government,  but  wiihoot  which  no  Free  Gov- 
ernment can  exist.  Uesides,  sir,  where  was  Ihe  necessity 
of  taking  ihisground'  It  ia  one  which  is  impracticable,  one 
which  csnnjt  be  mainiaiDed  by  r«publicans.    it  would. 


.  drive  from  ua  those  very  friends  who,  la 
protect  and  defend  the  existing  order  oflliingi",  lo  pre- 
serve Ihe  Government,  protect  and  defend  the  Union  of 
these  Stales,  and  the  rigfita  and  inlereala  oflhe  southern, 
or  of  any  other  portion  of  tliia  confederacy,  would,  in  the 
manly  and  patriotic  language  of  the  pretent  Gnvemor  of 
Musachusetts,  used  some  years  ago,  "  buckle  on  their 
knapsacks,  and  with  arms  in  hand,  rally  to  the  aupporl 
of  the  liwt  and  constitution  oF  this  country ."  Tes,  sir, 
to  the  defence  of  those  very  compromises  under  which 
our  fathera,  with   their  fathers,  cleaved  down   British 

eower  in  this  country,  and  under  which  they,  together,' 
uilt  up  that  form  of  government  which  is  the  admiration 
of  the  civiticed  world  at  this  day. 

I  believe  that  without  a  resort  to  this  mode,  or  to 
some  other  like  it,  by  wbich  the  broail  field  oF  discutnon, 
opened  on  this  vitslly  impurlant  aubjedi  should  be  clo- 
sed, the  heat  created  here,  and  thrown  ofl' in  every  direc- 
tion, like  aa  from  ■  great  central  lire,  would  no),  like 
common  radiant  best,  lose  its  intennty  as  it  departed 
farther  and  briber  from  Ita  great  source,  bul  would  gain 
intensity  and  violence  as  it  progressed,  Fram  Ihe  elemeaia 
upon  which  it  would  feed.  There  is  nothing  in  Ihia 
country  which  has  connected  with  It  so  manj  dangers  lo 
this  Union  as  this  very  quekiion  of  slivery.  The  un- 
happy relations  which  lately  eiiated  between  this  coun- 
try and  France,  and  which,  I  thank  Ood,  are  ao  happily 
settled  to  the  honor  of  niy  country,  to  that  of  France, 
and  of  England,  were,  lo  the  lovers  of  order  and  security, 
a  mailer  oTsecondiry  importance)  nay.a  war  with  France, 
and  wilh  the  combined  world,  and  a  fbrlunsle  and  happy 
iisue  out  of  it,  could  not  be  uf  half  so  momeiitoua  a  con> 
aidention  lo  this  country  aa  a  proper  and  aafe  aetllc- 
ment  of  this  vexing  and  harassing  question. 

This  aetllement  could  not  be  sccompliriied,  and  never 
will  be  accomplialied,  by  motiona  to  rejec'. "  in  Snine," 
petitions  or  memorials.  Good  results  can  never  be  pro- 
duced by  illegitimate  and  unwarrantable  meana.  II  pe- 
liliona  and  memurlala  are  presented,  licentiously  abusing 
the  sacred  and  Fundanteqial  right  of  petition,  on  tbe  re- 
ceipt. Congress  will  instsnily  rejec',  or  pursue  auch 
mode  as  either  to  treat  them  wiib  Ihe  silence  Ihey  de- 
serve, or  will  lake  such  measures,  give  such  rebuke^ 
or  inflict  such  puniihrnenla,  ns  the  propriety  of  the 
case  may  require.  Tbe  abuse  of  a  principle  rnu^t  be 
separated  fiom  the  principle  itself  Fundamental  prin- 
ciples oughl  not,  cannot,  be  impaired  or  be  trenched 
upon,  because  abu&ea  grow  out  of  practices  upon  Ihem- 
J-icentiousneis  but  too  often  springs  up  from  Ihe  wick- 
edness of  m.inkind,  under  the  puresi  forms  which  free 
Govemmenta  can  be  nude  to  asaume.  Tliis  Is  incident  to 
all  human  inslitution)|  but  for  Ihia,  the  great  foundalioti 
upon  which  tliey  are  built  cannot,  ought  not  to  be  dia- 
turbed.  Those  who  administer  this  Guvernment,  and 
those  who  legislate  undo  it,  must  have  such  virtue  and 
wiadiHn  as  will  cheuk  snd  contvo),  sn  aa  to  give  •  safe 
direction  to  whatever  may  come  under  their  legitimate 
action.  If  tills  should  be  otherwise,  the  Guvernment 
itself  will  fall  to  pieces. 

In  1805,  a  memorial  was  olTered  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  praying  for  ihe  emancipation  of  alavea  in 
(he  Slates.  On  the  question  (o  receive,  the  vote  in  Ihe 
Senate  was  nineteen  in  favor  of  receiving,  and  nine 
against  ii.  Among  the  nineteen  was  the  venerable  and 
distinguished  nsme  nF  General  Sumter,  of  South  Car- 
ulina.  It  is  impossible  that  the  denial  of  Ihe  right  of  pe- 
tition can  be  auslaineil  under  a  republican  Guvernment. 
This  disttnguiihed  patriot,  soldier,  and  slateaman,  Ihe 
immediate  and  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Jeffrraon,  in  whoae 
Rrmness,  correctness  of  opinion,  and  strong  republican 
virtue,  Mr.  Jefferson  ii  said  to  have  had  moreconfidence 
than  in  any  man  in  Congress  at  that  time,  could  not,  ai 
a-republican,  with   all  his  strong  southern  feelil^,  and 
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hU  periect  (levolion  to  the  true  inlered  of  Ihe  South — 
Gouhl  not,  u  I  lupporler  oflhelnie  theory  oHlie  Gov- 
ernment,  do  otherwise  than  vote  thit  thi)  principle  of 
the  novernmcnt  sliould  not  be  violated,  and  that  the  me- 
■norinl  "  ahould  be  committed." 

In  1790,  on  the  prewnlmentori  memoriil  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  SiaCrs,  debate  arose,  and 
bej^an  to  take  a  warm  and  inflammatory  character,  and  to 
auume  auch  an  aspect  as  to  make  it  proper  at  once  to 
diapoae  ofthc  irrilaling  subject.  Ur.  Hadiaon,  then  a 
member  of  Coiigreas,  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  lelecl  com- 
mittee. Tbiswaadone.  The  report  wu  made;  ihii  aatia- 
fied  Congreai  and  the  country.  Within  a  few  years,  peti- 
tion* of  a  limilar  kind  were  referred  to  the  CommUtee 
for  Ihe  District  ofCiiiiimbia.  A  itrong  report  waa  made 
by  Mr.  Doddridge,  ofVirRinii,  uliich  was  acceptable  to 
Conf^ress,  and  which  latidied  the  country. 

Sir,  excited  gentlemen  at  the  South  are  aurely  not 
aware  of  Ihe  extent  arMi  character  of  the  injury  they  are 
doing  to  our  intereata,  by  dticuaaiona  on  tlie  memoriala 
and  petition!  which  are  sent  here  by  unreflecting  or 
wicked  abolitiontsti.  la  it  not  had  policy  lo  bring  either 
their  newipapen,  their  books  or  their  falae  pielurea, 
into  public  notoriety?  Is  thia  not  accnm,iliihing  one  of 
the  objrcla  which  they  moat  ardently  desire? 

The  tendency  of  this  courae  of  action  on  the  one  tide, 
and  of  Ihe  counteraction  on  the  oilier,  is,  I  contend, 
to  throw  111*  elements  of  civil  society  into  dangeroiia 
comniolioni.  The  truth  of  thia  is  deeply  impreiaed 
upon  my  canvieiionsi  and  I  leel  tliat  something  ought 
■nd  ntual  t>e  done  to  arreat  the  lendencici  which  are 
rapidly  developing  Ihemselvi*. 

Hotr  different  waa  every  thing  in  relation  to  thl*  sub- 
ject during  Ihe  laat  aeiisioii  of  Congreai,  to  what  it  has 
been  during  the  preicnl  session.  I  wss  gratifted  then,  as 
a  southern  man,  and  as  an  American  citizen,  to  observe 
to  such  anti-slavery  memoriala  aa 
I  they  were  offered,  Ihfn,  they 
were  auccrsilvety  tjiil  on  the  (able,  and  were  never  again 
called  up.  Tliia  was  in  conformity  with  Ihe  common 
usage,  and,  with  Ihe  few  ezcrptlnns  stated,  has  been  ihe 
invariable  practice  of  Congress,  from  the  origin  of  thia 
Ooremment  to  this  time.  Not  a  word,  during  the 
wliole  session,  waa  spoken,  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion, on  abolition,  either  on  Ilie  floor  of  Congress  or 
elsewhere. 

I  deplore  it  as  a  deep  misfortune,  that  the  common 
practice  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  has  been 
abandonedi  that  the  coiLrse  of  southern  presses  and 
•outhern  policy  has  been  abandonedi  that  the  order  of 
buvneaa  and  Ihe  time  of  this  House,  have  been,  to  a 
iH>nshlemble  extent,  occupied  wilt,  tlie  discussion  of 
these  miserably  disturbing  petitions  and  memorials. 

From  my  earliest  recollections,  Irnm  my  childhood  up 
to  this  lime,  it  has  ever  been  the  settled  anil  filed  policy 
ofthe  southern  people  never  to  write,  to  apeak,  or  to 
print,  sny  thinffon  this  all.abiorbing  question.  Cnnault 
the  old  men  oftliis  day — look  over  your  public  legisla- 
tive journal! — look  over  the  columns  of  the  newspapers 
in  the  southern  Stales,  and  you  will  And  nothing  to  dis- 

Erove  what  I  luve  here  asserted.  Sir,  I  am  not  miata- 
en:  this  has  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  South,  and 
wherefore  depart  from  it> 

TEie  slave  properly  of  .the  alareholdlng  States  has 
been,  and  is,  sosurroundedandguarded  by  Ihe  sanclions 
of  prescriptive  right,  by  long  lines  of  inheriiancea,  by 
the  approbation  of  civihied  man  at  tliat  period)  and, 
aince  ita  ftrst  institution,  by  tite  joint  purchase  with  the 
united  capital  of  northern  and  uHithern  men  of  this 
kind  of  properiyi  by  the  asnctions  of  laws,  compacts, 
and  conaiituiionsi  by  the  approval  of  a  purely  virtuous 
and  eiiliglilened  cUi^;  and,  more  than  all,  by  the  -~ 
mngemenlB  under  the  pli"*    -  -■  ■      — 
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.iiestion  or  doubt  could  ever  be  entertained  by  us. 
Our  policy  has  been,  and  still  is,  never  to  discuis,  never 
'■i  entertain  diacuasions.  And  if  Ihe  countless  guards, 
'hich  we  believe  are  siiRlciently  strong  to  protect  and 
>  secure  our  rights,  should  fait  us,  we  ahould  then  be 
compelled  to  employ  all  those  meana  of  self-defence  and 
protection  which  the  providence  of  God  has  placed  am- 
ply within  our  reach. 

What  I  have  said  ia  not  the  opinion  nf  yesterday.  It 
ia  one  which  waa  publicly  expressed,  and  which  waa,  I 
presume,  publicly  recorded,  in  1836. 

One  objection  urged  against  the  resolution  under  con- 
sideration is,  that  it  is  improper  to  reaffirm  that  Coii- 
frresi  has  no  power  to  interfere  with  slavery  Tn  the  Statea. 
How  can  a  reiteration  of  a  self-evident  propuaitlon  impair 
or  weaken  its  force?  Can  the  repetition,  for  ten  mil- 
lions of  limea,  that  two  and  two  make  four,  impair  ihia 
self-evident  truth?  Or  the  reiteration  ofthe  truth,  that 
the  whole  is  greater  than  a  part,  weaken,  one  lol  or 
tittle,  the  certainty  of  this  poalulatef  Or  can  the  liinda- 
mentsl  truth,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  Stales,  add  lo  or  take  from  its  certain- 
ly? It  cannot.  I  believe,  with  many  who  have  voted 
lor  and  supported  the  resoliitioas,  that  Congress  bss  no 
competent  power  to  interfere  with  the  existence  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  have  already  de- 
clared that  this  is  my  own  beliefj  but,  sir,  all  the  fnenda 
of  southern  rights  do  not  believe  as  we  do,  but  enter- 
tain a  difference  of  opinion  on  an  abstract  conalilulional 
qiirdion,  with  regard  to  the  powera  of  Congas  over 
this  District.  Those  gentlemen  who  differ  from  us  on 
thia  point  are  as  staunch  and  abiding,  nay,  aa  devoted 
friends  ofnur  institutions,  aa  the  purest  and  loftiest  pa- 
triots to  he  found  on  earth.  Was  ii  politic  or  expedient, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  assume  a  );round  on 
which,  for  practical  results,  the  advocates  and  friends  of 
southern  righls  and  aouthem  aecurily,  under  the  com- 
promiaes  oflhe  constitution,  were  unavoidably  to  be  sep- 
aratedr  Was  it  right  to  bring  on  a  forced  and  unnatu. 
ral  action  of  Congress  on  the  constitutional  question, 
when  it  was  to  result  in  an  impolitic  divnion  ancf  separa- 
tion of  our  friends?  Was  it  pull  tie  that  a  weak  vote 
should  go  forth,  making  it  appear  to  the  world  that  tlie 
great  majority  of  Congreaa  were  sgainst  the  rights  and 
inlereataof  the  South'  This  wnuld  have  given  a  ftlse 
and  unnatural  presentaliiin  of  the'  trus  feeling  of  Con- 
gress to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  ft  would  have 
produced  distrust,  crested  unkind  feelings,  and  would 
ultimately  hare  had  an  evil  bearing  on  the  safely  and  hap- 
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I  approve  the  resolution  offeredbymy  colleagur,  [He. 
PiHCKXiT,]  must  cordially.  I  say  to  him,  lo  this  House, 
and  to  my  country,  thai  I  believe  his  motives  are  honest 
and  disinterestrdi  and  that  his  c- induct  on  tli is  occswon 
is  worthy  of  that  name  which  he  bears,  and  which,  con- 
nected as  it  is  ivilh  the  history  of  ihis  coilntry,  is  dear, 
and  ever  will  be  so,  to  Ihe  American  people. 

Sir,  if  Ihis  resolution  fail  to  iffecluate  its  legiti mats 
and  laudable  obJECl,  it  will  be  because  the  opportunity 
afforded  for  quieting  the  country,  and  for  obtsining  for 
all  useful  reiiults  a  strong  and  decided  declaration Trom 
Congress,  shall  he  unwisely  defeated.  It  will  be  de- 
feated by   creating,  under  Unjuat  excitement,  and  from 

lions  to  the  effoKs  which  they  have  been  and  are  still 
makinjf  to  rebuVe  and  prostrate  tht  wild  and  unhallow- 
ed efforts  of  those  wicked  men  who  are  acting  without  a 
just  regard  to  the  rights  and  intereata  of  the  South,  or 
without  foreseeing  the  throes  and  convulsions  which 
must  inevitably  result  from  their  course  of  action,  should 
it  not  be  arrested. 

If  these  reckless  agitatora  continue  their  course,  and 
I  northern  inte^^ity  ami  northern  patriotism  should  not 
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put  them  down,  tlxie  mebncboly  r«il>tiei  *UI  be  the 
MBult.  Thej-  will  conviilie  thi>  republic  to  in  cetllr*, 
»nd  l»y  b»re  iti  mmj'  ronnditiom.  Insleid  of  con- 
ferring benefit!  upon  the  bUck  rmcr,  vhote  cxeluKWe 
championi  they  profeu  to  be,  they  will  1147,  and  per- 
btp)  rorever,  Ihoie  metioratlnjt  cauKS  which  have  bren 
gr»Juall)  nercisiiig'  ihtir  inBuencei  Tor  Ihe  last  thirty 
year*  upon  the  comlition  □!  (he  alive  populali an  orihii 
country,  and  will  conaignit  tn  anec«iaryand  ine*i1abte 
condition  orgreater  leverUy,  Yea,  ilr,  ihey  may  produce 
tliat  deplorable  condition  by  which  their  ulier  deitrue- 
tion  may  be  necriairy  10  aeeiire  the  »rc(y  of  litis 
country.  Waa  it  evrr  yet  known,  in  the  hiatory  of 
mankind,  that  two  diatinci  colon  could  coexist  on  terma 
or  equal  civil  and  polilicai  liberty^  8oon«r  than  thia 
•halt  ever  be  realized,  the  one  or  the  other  will  be 
extern.inated. 

When  the  •bnlitioniala.  In  their  Quixotic  nolioni  ot 
general  emancipation,  preia  forward  to  their  objecla 
■gainst  the  arran^emenla  and  the  ealablislied  order  of 
tliingaundenhcplin  of  Divine  Providence,  Ihey 
the  wiadom  and  virtue  of  our  common  sncealon,  ton- 
dcmn  the  usagea  of  the  nalrlarchal  a^ei,  disrentd  the 
•anctinn  or  (he  Bible,  and  arraign  the  justice  and  wisdom 
of  God. 

I  Tcel  aasured  that  (he  virluoaa,  the  considerate,  the 
loveri  or  order,  (he  aupporteraof  (heUnion.and  of  life, 
liberty,  and  properly,  have  madeup  *  cool  and  deliberate 
judgment  (hal  northern  people  have  nothing  to  do  wilh 
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black  and  tD(he  white  popuUiion,  and  that  tbe  end  may 
be  to  destroy  that  beautiful  fabric  ofGovernmenl  which 
has  for  fifty  years  given  unrivalled  happinesl  and 
prosperity  to  (hii  country,  and  nhich  liaa  produced,  by 
■ucceuive  ■c(ion«,  (he  happiest  changea  on  every 
Oovemmentin  Chriatendom.  I  have  predicated  mv 
opinions  and  declarations,  wi(li  regard  to  nor(hcrn  fiidi 
and  northern  patrtotiam  in  reference  to  slavery  in  (he 
Klaveholding  Stales,  upon  mj  earlieal  convictions  with 
regard  (o  (h3(  enlightened  and  admirable  porlinn  of  our 
common  eotmtryi  upon  (hose  liiatoricil  recollectinoa 
which  made  ua  one  people)  upnn  the  declarationi  of 
gentlemen  from  every  portion  of  tlie  country,  pusaesaecl 
of  all  Hie  means  necessary  (o  enable  them  to  give  ji  ' 
views  uf  public  feeling  and  aentiment)  upon  the  decfa 
t  inns  of  (he  people  in  (heir  primary  meeUnga,  contained  in 
their  deliberile  resulvea;  upon  the  addrtsiea  andivowalr 
ofmany  of  the  best  and  wisest  of  the  Nnrtli;  upon  execu 
tivemessagestndifTeredtSlateLeeialaiure*  in  the  northern 
•ecllons  oithe  Union,  and  upon  (he  unequivocal  decUra- 
lions  and  aasunnees  of  (he  great  body  of  both  branches 
of  Congress.  These  are  Ihe  grounds  upon  which  I  pr«di 
ca(e  my  belief  tlia>,  with  the  exception  ofllie  mere  abo 
litionists,  northern  feeling  and  sentiment  are  perfectly 
safe,  and  that  Ihe  m>>nl  and  intellectual  forcea  of  the 
country  will  prevail,  if  soudiern  folly  and  excilei 
Ju  not  prevent  il,  in  proslraling  northern  folly 
firaticism. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  with  these  convicti 
I  call  on  (he  Congreia  of  (he  United  Slates,  under  oeep 
and  solemn  frelin^a,  to  regard  this  que>(ion,  which  is 
ioiLslyittecling' the  pebple  oTdiis  country,  and 
le,  by  some  decisive  ac',  to  i^uiet  anil  arrest  the 
which  things  are  takingi  for,  if  (hi)  agidting  sub- 
net sellied,  and  excitement  and  agitalinn  shall  be 
1  here,  (hen  you  will  meet  in  this  Cspitol,  sir,  some 
'  two  years  hence,  under  such  circumstances  of 
and  of  deep  dissaliafactiun  as  will  endanger  the 
ration  of  thia  Union.  I  call  upon  membera, 
action  of  this  great  and  powerful  confedem- 
tion,  iinderajualand  proper  aenae  of  duly  to  the  republit^, 
10  cumproniie  differing  opinions^  and  lo  give  connUence 


and  security  to  every  aection  of  thi*  blesaed  and  happy 
country.  This  Gorernroent  waa  bom  under  a  lofty  and 
enlightened  spirit  of  compromiar,  and  it  cannot  exiat 
one  year  without  it.  Moderation,  Justice,  an)  forbeartnce, 
are  neceaiary  and  cardinal  virtoea  in  carrying  on  the 
groat  plans  of  self-government  first  conceived  and  exe- 
culed  by  the  conscript  fathers  of  this  country.  AH 
will  be  elemental  war,  unless  wisdom,  rather  than  pas- 
aion,  ahall  preside  over  the  councils  of  the  nalion,  in 
the  management  of  ihe  multifsrioua  intereata  and  endleai 
concerns  of  (his  extensive  and  migh(y  country. 

Mr.    GALBSAITH  demanded  the  previous  qiiestioni 
which  waa  seconded  by  the  House:  Ayes  104,  noeaTO. 
On  Ihe  question,  "  Shall   the  main  question  be  now 
put?" 

Mr.  ORANGBR  asked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  naya;  which 
were  ordered)  and  the  queatlon  being  taken,  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative:  Teas  133,  nays  84,  aa  follows: 

TiA*— Messrs,  Adama,  Chilton  Allan,  Dtnlu,  Barton, 
Bean,  BeardiUy,  Beaumont,  Boekee,  Boon,  Bovee, 
Hoyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Csmbreleng,  Carr,  Ga- 
ry, George  Chambers,  Chiney,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushmsn,  Davis.  De- 
berry,  Dicketson,  Dickson,  Doubleday,  Uunlsp,  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Wil- 
liam K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillct,  Grantland,  Haley,  Jo- 
seph Bsll,  IliUnd  Halt,  Hamer,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hnwkins,IIiynei,  Henderson, 
Hiester,  Hulsey,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Runts- 
man,  Ingtiam,  William  Jackson,  Jabei  Jackson,  Janes, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennun,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Laming,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lo- 
gan, Abi]sh  Minn,  Job  Hinn,  Manning,  Martin,  John  f. 
Mason,  Wm.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Hay,  McKeon,  Mc- 
Rim,McLene,  Miller,  Honlgomery,  Moure,  Morgsn.Muh- 
lenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Fatleraon,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynolds  Joseph  Reyn- 
old^  Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,   Sprague,   Sutherland,   Taylor,       "    " 


,   Thomas,   John 


-135. 


■t  injur 


aafety  and  ili 


Nats— Messrs.  Iteman  Allen,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell. 
Bi>n<l,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Biincb,  J.  Cillioon,  Willian  B. 
Calhoim,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Chamben^  Chaproao, 
Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  C'aiborne,  Clark,  Curwin,  Crane, 
Cuahinft,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Everett,  Forealer, 
James  Garland,  Rice  GsrIaiKl,  F.  Granger,  Grayton, 
Grennelt,  Griffin,  Hammond,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harbn, 
Ha*eltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Liwrenee,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Luyall,  Lyon,  Sanaon  Haaon, 
Maury,  UcKay,  HcKennan,  Million,  Horria,  Fallon, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pott^ 
Reed,  Rencher,  Robertaon.Ruswll,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Augustine  H.  Sliepperd,  Shields,  SIsde,  Sloane,  Bpaa- 
gler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  W.  I'hompton, 
I'owns,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Webster,  White,  WhlKle- 
sey,  t^wis  Williams,  Wise— 84. 

3o  the  Honae  determined  Ihat  "  the  main  question 
■hsll  be  now  put." 

The  main  question,  which  was  "  Shall  the  deeiaion  of 
the  Chair  aland  as  the  judgment  of  the  Houaef"  wm 
then  tsken,  and  decided  In  the  negaiive,  aa  follows: 
Teas  56,  naya  U7. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Uouldin,  Bunch,  John  Calboon,  \i\V 
liam  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Chambera, 
Chapman,  Childs^  Nalhanlcl  H.  Claiborne,  Cuthing, 
Dickson,  Drnmgoole,  Evercll,  James  Garland,  Ric« 
Garhnd,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Ham- 
mond, Hardin,  Hoar,  ilolsey.  Huntsman,  Juhn  W. 
Jones,  Kinqard,  Liwler,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Mar- 
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tin,  John  Y.  M>ion,  Hxury,  McComu,  McK^',  HcKjm, 
Morgin,  Parki,  Ptlton,  Jtmei  A.  Pearcf,  Petlir^w, 
I■hilllp^  Potti,  Reed,  Hoiine,  Robertson,  Wllliim  B. 
Shepnrd,  Sbieldt,  Spuiclcr,  Slinderer,  T«li>reTn),  Vf. 
Thompion,  Towns,  WhFte,  Wiie— 56, 

Nil* — Kcun.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heamn  AUen, 
A«hlef,  Biitef,  Binkn,  Buton,  Bean,  Beardilcy,  Beau- 
mont, Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyil,  Brlg;ga, 
Broirn,  Burn),  Bynum,  Cambreleng',  Carr,  CaKj'i 
Geor^  Chunbei^,  Chancy,  Chipin,  CUrk,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Cole*,  Connor,  Corwin  Cnjg,  CrMner,  Crane, 
Ciuhmin,  DarU,  Deberr;,  Uenny,  Dickerson,  Double- 
d»y,  Dunlap,  EFner,  Fairfield,  PaTlin,  French,  Fry, 
PliiloC.  Fuller,  Willlani  K.  Fuller,  Galbrailh.  Oinat. 
Granger,  Grantland,  Grenaell,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall. 
Hard,  Harper  Samuel  8.  Harrlaon,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Hswkini,  Haynei,  Razeltine,  Henderson,  Hiesier,  How- 
ard, Howel),  Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingennll,  Ingtiatn, 
William  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Janei,  Jarrii,  Jenifer, 
Josepli  Johnson,  Richard  U.  Johnson,  C>ve  Jolinson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judion,  Kennon,  Eilgore,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawrence,  L,sy,  Gideon  Lee,  JoiMia  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  iMgan,  Love,  Abijah  itann.  Job 
Mtiiii,  Manning,  Williatn  Hasan,  Hases  Mason,  Samson 
Mason,  May,  HcKennin,  HcKeon,  McLenc,  Miller,  Mil- 
llgan,  MonXgoattTf,  Moort,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Ow- 
ens, Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dulee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Pinckni'T,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rrynolils, 
Itogers,  Russell, a che nek,  Seymour,  Autustine  H.  Shep- 

Ctra,  Sliinn,  Sickles,  Slide,  Slaanc,  Stnilh,  Storer.Tay- 
ir,  Thomas,  John  Thomutn,  Toucey,  'I'urriil,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoei,  Vliilon,  Wa];ener,  Ward,  Waid- 
well,  Washington,  Webaler,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  LewU 
Willism*.  Sherrod  Williams— 147. 

Sd  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  reversed,  snd  the 
memoriarprcsented  by  Mr.  Baioea,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  the  point  of  order,  was  thereby  referred  to  the 
■elect  committee  on  the  subject  of  slavery  within  the 
District  or  Columbia. 

The  memoHal  presented  by  Mr.  Adimb  Ibis  day,  also, 
took  the  same  reference. 

Mr.  LAWLER  sent  to  (he  Chair  certain  instructions, 
which  he  desired  lo  go  to  Ihe  same  committee,  and  pro- 
puted  that  they  be  read i  which  wu  objected  tot  >nd 
ftfter  some  conversation  between  Ihe  CHAIR  and  Mr. 
LAWl.ER,  as  Ic  llie  right  to  offer  thoK  instructions, 
the  House, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HcKtU,  at  half  past  4  o'clocfc,  ad- 
journed. 


,  FlIBSABf  34. 

CONTESTED   ELECTION. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  Ihs  Commiltee  of  elections,  midea 

report  in  the  cms  of  the  conlesled  election  of  Ihe  honor' 

able  JiMis  Gbibi>,  of  North  Carclins,  which  he  moved 

be    printed,   together    with   the  accompanying  docu- 

nenU,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  nest. 

[The  majority  of  the  committee  reported  adversely  to 

the  sitting  member,  tnd  that  Mr.   David   Newland  — 


ttitled  l< 


>t.] 


_,.  .  B.  SHE'pARD  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther eoniidenition  of  the  subject  until  Wednesday  three 

Mr.  BTNUM  remarked  thai  this  contested  election 
had,been  before  Congress  for  nearly  four  moiithi.  If  it 
be  1  fact  that  the  present  incumbent  wu  not  entitled  lo 
a  (Mt  an  this  floor,  he  had  been  there  already  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  lime,  and  It  became  them,  ss  an  act  of 
justice  lo  the  people  oflbat  district,  and  of  the  State  of 
North  Csrotint,  lo  see  thai  Ihe  contest  should  be  settled 
ai  won  M  possible,  and  that  the  legitimate  Representa- 
the  •bwild  take  hia  mr.    He  hoped,  therefore,  that  no 


time  would  be  lost  in  deciding  on  the  quesfton,  mora 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  aacertain  who  was  en< 
titled  to  the  seat.  He  thought  one  week  wa«  ttnn 
enough  lo  come  to  a  correct  understanding,  and  make  a 
juit  and  correct  deoiiioti  on  the  aubjeet.  He  hoped 
the  motion  Id  postpone  for  three  weels  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNe,  of  Virginia,  fett  very  little  inter- 
est, for  his  own  part,  u  to  the  time  asii^Tied  fbr  the  iri- 
veslintlon  of  this  matler*  but  he  desired  that  jusHob 
should  be  done  to  botb  partiel.  The  gentleman  fHr. 
Bvhok]  had  observed  that  Ihe  State  of  North  Carolina, 
in  this  particular,  had  been  long  enough  misrepresented. 
Mr.  C.  would  inform  the  gentleman  that  the  committee 
were  divided  as  to  who  waa  entitled  to  Ihe  seat  on  this 
occasion,  and  Ihat  a  counter  report  to  the  one  presented 
that  morning,  exhibiting  thecase  in  an  entirely  differeat 
way,  would  be  made  as  soon  at  the  former  shouM  b« 
disposed  of.  Mr.  C's  sniiely  on  the  present  occasion 
was  not  to  smother  this  case  in  any  way  wbaterer,  but 
lo  give  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to  every  gentleman, 
disposed  lo  go  into  it,  to  du  so.  It  then  became  necet- 
aary  lo  print  both  reports,  and  the  whole  of  the  testimo- 
ny; upon  the  construction  of  sotne  portion  of  which,  it 
was  readily  and  freely  admitted  Ihat  different  views  must 
of  necessity  he  taken  by  different  penoni_.  The  time 
first  mentioned  was,  perhaps,  loo  short)  for  it  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  long  enough  to  permit  Ihe  printing  of  both 
rrports  and  the  whule  of  Ihe  lealimony,  snd  to  give  an 
opportunity  lo  the  members  of  the  House  to  examine  it 
for  themselves,  and  to  compare  it  with  Ihe  view  taken 
of  it  by  the  different  members  of  Ihe  committee. 

Mr.  A.  H.  9HEPPERD  said  lliat  the  present  subject 
was  a  matter  of  interest  not  only  lo  the  House,  but  to  tho 
district  immediately  concerned,  and  also  the  State  of 
North  Carorina;  and  he  regretted  very  mucli  to  hear  the 
remarks  which  fell  from  hia  colleague  upon  thi«  subject. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  enter  into  any  other  than 
the  question,  which  of  the  candidates  was  entitled  to 
Ihe  seat.  There  was  a  motion  before  the  House  that 
the  documents  be  printed,  and  some  daya  mutt  elapse 
before  Ihe  prin<in|r  could  be  executed.  He  thought  he 
understood,  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,-  [Mr. 
Cliibdbvs,]  that  another  report  was  to  be  presented. 
Was  it  not,  therefore,  right  Ihat  all  this  matter  thou  Id  be 
laid  before  the  House?  and  that  could  not  be  done  hattj. 
ly.  It  had  been  intimated  to  him  that  one  of  Ihe  parties 
in  the  contested  election  wanted  time  lo  make  out  the 
question,  and  prepare  the  evidence  of  his  being  entitled 
to  a  teat.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  b«  better  Id  nuke 
the  simple  order  for  printing  the  document*,  and  let 
them  have  a  few  days  to  determine  whether  it  might  not 
be  necessary  lo  recommit  the  tubiect,  to  bear  other  tea- 
timonyr  Let  Ihe  matter  be  amply,  discreetly,  and  dis- 
passionately considered,  and  decided  by  the  facts  of  tbe 

Mr.  IIARUIN  thought  that  all  the  members  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  the  subject,  ao  as  lo 
enable  them  to  decide  understandingly.  lie  had  cast  hi* 
eye  on  the  report,  and  he  very  much  doubted  whether 
it  could  be  printed  before  next  Tueaday  or  Wednesday} 
tberefere,  to  take  it  up  at  Ihat  time  would  most  certain- 
ly be  trio  toon.  I'he  decision  wM  to  be  made  from  an 
inveStiKBtion  into  Ihe  laws  of  North  Carolina,  of  which 
laws  few  knew  any  thing,  but  the  members  from  that 
Blatei  and  time  must  be  had  to  examine  those  lavs  after 
the  documents  were  printed.'  Grntlemen  well  knew  the 
trouble  and  embarrassment  experienced  in  tlie  case  of 
the  Moore  and  Letcher  contested  election.  Although 
he  was  intimately  aci[unnled  with  Ihe  laws  in  that  case, 
he  must  say  that  he  never  met  with  any  Ibing  which 
gave  Mm  more  embairaament  than  to  apply  those  lawa. 
Whether  tbe  district  waa  mifrepreaented  or  not,  be 
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could  not  determin«i  but  the  the  prcmmption  wu,  Ihtt 
.the  ^n  lie  man  who  hujobliined  k  ccrtifiule  orelection 
wu  enltlled  to  (be  smt.  Yet  lliere  wu  >  probkbilily 
.Ihftt  he  might  not  be  entitled  to  it.  He  wu  utiifled 
that  WcdneuUy  *u  too  ihoK  a  lime,  although  three 
weeki  miglil  be  too  long.  In  relation  lo  haTing  a  law- 
yer come  befare  the  Houw,  to  plead  the  cauie  of 
.or the  gentlemen,  he  miui  protest  agaiiut  It.  He  could 
.never  content  to  have  a  lawyer  conMIDere,  who  wu  not 
a  memher  of  Congren. 

,  Mr.  GRAHAM  (Iheaitting  metnber)  preienled  a  writ- 
_ten  communication  to  the  Uouaci  >o  reference  lo  the 
Bubjrctf  which,  by  unanimoui  conienl,  wu  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARD  mored  to  recommit  the  report  lo  the 
.aame  committee,  with  iiulruclioni  to  give  time,  for  the 
pur|io«e  of  taking  further  evidencr,  until  tlie  lit  day  of 
April  next 

Tlie  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
took  precedence)  but,  when  it  wu  diipoied  uF,  the 
notion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ciiuld  be  en- 
.tertained. 

Ur.  BELL  (aid,  ai  he  uadenlood  tlie  rule*,  the  mo- 
lion  to  recommii  h*d  precedence  or  the  oiotiun  to 
pottpone. 

The  CilAlB  decided  that  the  motion  to  p  oil  pone 
.took  precedence. 

Mr.  BKLL  then  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  but  aubaequently  withdrew  Die  appeal. 

Mr.  B.  wid  it  WI9  of  great  import»nce  that  the  rulea 
of  ihe  Houie  ihould  be  correctly  underitood.  All  men 
of  experience  muil  know  that  important  queitioni  were 
(>rten  carried  by  their  having  a  priority  over  other  quei- 
tiona.  tt  wai  unfortunate  that  the  queition  had  not  been 
brought  up  earlier  in  the  KMiont  but  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter  into  the  merili  uf  Ihe  queillon  now.  Ho  had, 
however,  a  wurd  or  two  to  aay  on  llie  kubjecl  uf  its  be- 
.ingmade  the  order  of  the  day  for  thli  day  week.  Here 
wai  a  propotition  to  make  the  pretenl  queition  the  or- 
derofthe  day  fur  Wednewiay  next.  They  had  already 
a  Handing'  order  to  proceed  at  Ihe  hour  of  one  o'clock  to 
llie  coniideration  of  the  appropriation  bills;  and  on  yes- 
terday' a  gentleman  from  New  York  |Ur.  BaiKotLii] 
had  said  thai  the  resolulion  had  precisely  the  •ume  effect 
M3  the  kianding  rules  of  Ihe  Huuae.  That  meuure  wu 
adopted  for  great  and  wise  coniidera lions.  The  reaauna 
urged  in  iti  fjvor  were  that  Ihe  appropriation  biUi  muit 
be  disposed  of  speedily. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  Mr.  BiLL'a  rrmarka 
were  arrested  by  the  annunciation  of  the  special  ordera 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  BOYD  asked  the  unanimous  conient  of  the 
House  to  submit  a  motion  for  the  printing  of  Ihe  report 
,of  the  Commltlec  of  Election^  which  wu  agreed  tot 

Mr.  CLAIBOHNB,  of  Virginia,  from  Ihe  minority  of 
the  committee,  made  a  couoter  reportj  which  wu  also 
ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  ABLIAH  HANN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  the  Stales  for  petitions)  which 
was  negutived;  Yeu  113,  nays  J>8— two  thirds  being  ne- 

BUFFERRR3  BY  FIRE  IN  NEW  YORK. 
Ur.  CAMBHELENG  moved  that  the  special  order  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  llie  relief  of  llie  aufferera  by 
Ihe  lire  in  the  ciiy  of  New  Yorkj  agreed  to:  Ayes  130, 

The  bill  wu  on  ita  third  reading,  and  the  queition 
j>ending  wu  the  motion  of 

Mr.  UHAHBEEtS,  of  Kentucky,  to  strike  out  the 
second  icGtMH  of  the  bill)  wbicb  u  id   Ibc  following 


Sufftrtr*  by  Fir*  m  Stvi  York. 


"  Sao.  3.  Jnd  bt  itfurllur  tnaeUd,  That  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York  is  hereby  authuriied  and  di- 


for  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  from  and  after  the  day 
of  payment  specified  in  the  boodi:  Provided,  however, 

lalk 
cember  last." 

Mr.  CAH8RELENG  eipUined  Ihsl,  under  this  sec- 
tion, about  f  3,700,000  would  be  included;  that  of  thU 
amount  two  millions  have  already  fallen  due,  and  tb»t 
the  prosecution  of  these  bonds,  at  this  time,  wouldprob- 
ably  cost  the  Government  between  one  and  two  hun- 
dred Ihuusaod  dollars.  That  by  extending  the  interest 
the  Government  would  gain  eighly  thousand  dolUra  in 
interest,  which  would  otlierwisc  be  lost;  for  if  the  mo- 
ney could  be  collected  at  once,  it  would  remain  in  the 
depoiite  banks  without  interest,  in  addition  to  the  risk 
oflosing  a  Urge  porlion  of  the  principsl  by  attempting 
lo  enforce  immediate  payment  of  the  bonds. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  Opposed  the  section  at 
length,  and  maintained  that  the  bill  provided  fur  the 
loan  of  Ihe  public  money,  lo  the  merchants  in  New  York 
and  elsewhere,  to  Ihe  amount  of  two  millions  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  One  argument  of  the  gentleman 
he  could  not  assent  to  Ihe  force  of,  via:  (hat  Ihe  public 
money  would  remain  in  Ihe  deposiie  basks  without  in- 
terest. He  wu  opposed  to  their  having  the  use  of  any 
of  Ihe  public  money  without  paying  fur  it.  He  again 
recurred  to  hii  argument,  that  the  provisions  of  the  sec- 
ond secl'on  wcic  an  rffectual  loan,  and  uid  it  wu  very 
.doubttiil  wlicther  the  Government  bad  (lie  cotittilu- 
liunal  power  to  loan  out  the  public  money  in  the  way 
proposed.  The  bill  was  also  ubjectiunablc  to  him  in 
another  point  of  view,  by  drawing  a  distinction  between 
those  who  had  lost  to  Iheanount  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  those  who  had  loat  less,  thereby  bestowing itssJvaa- 
tagea  upon  those  who  posaeited  moat  and  had  been  must 
fortunate,  leaving  the  poor  and  needy  altogether  unpro- 
vided for.  In  reply  lo  the  gentleman  from  Oliio,  [Mr, 
SToaaa,]  he  denied  that  Ihe  mercantile  interest  of  Ihs 
West  would  be  benefited  by  Ibis  bill.  Hiere  wu  no 
provision  in  the  bill  giving  the  western  mercbanls  any 
indulgence  under  it,  nor  had  any  pledge  been  given,  or 
any  underatanding  hckl  out,  that  (hey  would  be  indul- 
ged by  the  merchant!  of  New  York.  He  wu  at  a  losa 
lo  see  wherein  lay  the  claims  of  New  York  over  any 
other  section  uf  counlryt  and  yel  the  bill  wu  eicIiHivcly 
tor  Die  relief  of  that  city. 

Mr.  flOWARD  said  Ihal,  allhougli  friendly  lo  (he 
bill,  Ik  had  refrained  from  taking  any  pari  in  the  discus- 
sion, from  an  apprehension  that  tbe  measure  of  relief 
might  be  endangered  by  consuming  too  much  time  in 
the  debatei  but  lie  felt  that  he  had  a  duty  to  perruriB 
towards  those  whom  he  had  tlie  honor  of  representing, 
by  expreuing  very  briefly  wliat  he  believed  to  be  their 
opihion  upon  the  bill.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
friends  of  the  measure  and  th«  House  would  excuse  him 
for  trespassing  upon  a  few  moments  of  their  time  and 
patience.  It  had  been  said  in  the  courie  of  life  debate, 
and  not  contradicted,  ihat  the  meetings  which  were  held 
in  the  cooimercial  cities,  to  expreai  public  opinion,  were 
Iho  result  o(  mansgcment  originating  in  New  York.  Aa 
far  u  Baltimore  wu  concerned,  lie  Undertook  to  say 
impulse  of  symna- 
■he*  in  New  York 
f  OK',  J  I  V-  r  v.""  °"f  ^"**  "'"">«  firemen  of 
of  Philadclphw  liad  liaatened  with  such  alacrity  to  the 
asButance  of  their  friends,  that  they  aided  in  the  eilin- 
gukihmeDl  of  (be  fit«  il«eir.    Tbera  wu  violber  point 


:eling  Wu  the  aponlanci: 
tliy,  and  tliat  it  occurred  bclore  thi 
had  cooled  I 
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Vhich  hkd  been  uffiedby  the  ^ntlemkn  from  Kenluckf, 
[Hr.  WiuiMi,]  who  bid  Jutt  Uken  his  K>t,  >nd  which 
WM  not  ■  nev  objection:  thit  Ihe  prolong;*tion  o(  the 
credit  upon,  the  bonds,  would  be  equirslent  to  &  loan  of 
money  froin  the  TrcMurj,  and  therefore  unconitiiu- 
tionil.  But  how  did  the  cue  itandF  We  bad  (3,700,000 
worth  of  bond!  in  the  hinds  of  Ihe  colteclor,  but  no 
money — »nd  it  would  be  difficult  to  maintain  the  identity 
between  money  snd  bonds  which  mif>ht  never  be  pHid. 
Hr.  M.  ttid  he  hid  heard  of  ■  man  who,  when  preaied 
for  payment  of  a  debt,  ut  length  gave  hii  bond  for  it. 
•nd  then  thanked  Heaven  that  '•  that  debt  wu  paid." 
Thoae  who  considered  the  preaent  bill  ai  a  loan  of  mo- 
nejr  seemed  to  argue  much  in  the  ume  way.  But  it 
«H  thought  unreitonabte  to  indulge  Ihote  who  liad  not 
actually  loat  properly  by  the  fire.  Those  wbb  knew  the 
Intimate  (ileal  connexion  between  clatsei  of  merchants 
in  a  city  mult  be  aware  that  the  ability  ofaUrgv  portion 
of  litem  to  meet  their  eng-sgementa  could  not  be  les- 
Mned  without  in  aome  degree  impairing  Ihe  power  of 
(he  rest.  They  were  like  bees  when  swarming,  lo 
close  wai  their  dependence  upon  each  other.  As  to 
the  preference  given  by  this  measure  lo  one  port  over 
another,  he  thought  the  merchant!  might  be  safely  letl 
to  their  own  protection,  without  the  gratuitoua  care  of 
«thers)  and  it  appeared,  from  tlieir  general  friendship  fur 
thil  measure  of  relief,  as  if  it  could  fairly  be  considered 
nothing  more  than  a  restoration  of  New  York  to  that 

aiiality  which  she  might  otherwise  lose  by  the  recent 
amlly.  Hr.  H.  insisted  that  the  analogy  derived 
from  the  indulgence  heretofore  extended  to  the  debt- 
«ra  for  public  lands  had  not  been  successfully  refuted. 
When  gentlemen  said  that  this  extension  of  credit  was 
owing  tothe  reduction  ofthe  price  ofpublic  lands,  they 
forjcot  datesi  for  thsl  alteration  did  not  take  place  until 
lB30t  and,  from  1809  downwards,  tbe  ilatule  book  waa 
full  of  laws  extending  the  lime  of  payment  to  those  who 
had  purchased  public  landa  on  credit.  Tile  merchant 
purcbues,  either  in  cash  or  on  time,  the  privilege  ofin- 
trodueing  goods  for  consumption)  and,  when  he  beconiea 
a  debtor  to  Qovernnient,  ought  to  be  treated  willi  the 
mme  indulgence  which  had  heretofore  been  extended 
to  another  and  meritorious  class  of  public  debtors.  Mr. 
H.  said  that  he  thought  and  hoped  Ihe  bill  would 
pass,  and  would  not  consume  any  more  time  in  lla  dls- 

Hr.  DDNLAP  said  that  he  did  not  doubt  there  were 
many  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  intended  to  vole  fur 
the  bill  with  the  second  section  in  it,  who  had  not  given 
tbe  lubject  a  full  examination,  and  who  beli«*ed  they 


Wew  York,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  he,  j  if  the  membera  of 
(his  House  will  but  take  Ihe  trouble  to  read  the  second 
■eetion,  they  wilt  Bnd  that  it  gives  *  credit  to  all  persona 
who  have  given  bonds  for  duties  on  merchandiae  im- 
ported into  the  city  ol  New  York  prior  to  the  17lli  day 
of  December  last.  The  Brat  section  gives  a  credit  of  three, 
four,  and  five  yean,  to  all  those  wlio  have  sustained  an 
li^ury  by  the  fire,  and  the  second  section  gives  a  credit 
ofsijc,  nine,  and  twelve  months,  to  ill  others.  Now,  this 
would  be  establishing  a  principle  of  giving  a  credit  to 
peraona  who  had  met  with  nodosa,  and  in  fact  had  been 
benefited  by  the  fire.  Their  rival  merchants  had  been 
burnt  out,  and  all  their  gooda  destroyedi  and  they  alill 
had  all  their  goods  on  hand,  and  Ihe  competition  was 
greatly  lessened.  They  no  doubt  had  advanced  the 
price  of  their  good^  owing  to  the  acaroily  and  the  de- 
mand for  them.  In  what  had  they  been  injured,  or  what 
reason  bad  been  given  for  ihia  unprecedented  section? 
Not  that  the  Government  was  likely  to  loie  any  part  of 
her  debt.  But  it  waa  said  that  Connesa  hid  heretofore 
extended  relief  to  purchasers  of  piibric  bnds,  and  that 
Vol.  ZII,  — 1«5, 


shown  thedifference  between 
purcbssers  of  public  land!) 
and  the  relief  granted,  by  the  second  section  of  that  bill, 
to  llie  merchinls  of  New  York.  Mr.  D.  said  that  whe« 
it  WIS  looked  into,  it  would  be  found  that,  prior  to  April) 
1B30,  the  United  States  had  sold,  on  credit,  a  Urge  quan. 
tily  of  her  lands,  at  very  high  prices,  and  that  there  wat 
due  to  the  Government  upwards  of  twenty  millions  4( 
dollars  under  the  credit  system.  Conppress  cbinged  lh« 
syslemorsellingherlsnd's  in  April,  1830,  from  a  credit 
to  cash  sales,  md  reduced  the  price  to  one  dollar  twenty- 


five  ci 


tsperai 


The  dealderHtiim  with  Congress,  in  1831,  was  how  to 
save  the  debt  due  from  the  purchuers  of  public  landii 
and  in  their  wisdom  they  passed  a  law  suthoriilng  tha 
purchaaera  to  relinquish  part  of  their  lands,  and  applj 
what  liad  been  paid  therefor  to  the  payment  of  Ihe  part 
not  relinqulahed.  It  wa)  also  provided  in  said  act,  that 
those  who  paid  the  debt  due  to  the  United  S'ates  prior 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  1833,  should  be  al< 
lowed  a  deduction  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  oil 
the  amount  paid.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  aik  iIm 
friends  of  this  bill  lo  examine  one  other  provision  of  th« 
bill  of  1831,  and  aay  if  they  have  the  same  provision  In 
their  bill.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  fiHh  tection.  That 
section  provides  that  thoie  who  have  laid  off  towns,  part 
or  whole  of  the  lots  whereof  have  been  aold,  are  entitled 
to  the  benefifi  of  the  act,  on  condition  ofa  remission  of 
interest,  and  a  discount  of  30  per  cent,  to  the  pur- 
chasers of  them,  with  a  right  to  diacharge  llieir  debta  by 
bond,  with  security,  in  equal  annual  paymenta  of  foul 
years.  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  waa  a  condition  loip<>«ed  oil 
all  those  persons  who  were  indebted  to  the  United  SlatM 
for  bonds,  and  who  had  been  benefited  by  their  purChaM. 
No  such  condition  is  impoaed  on  the  person*  who  re- 
cieve  the  benefit  of  the  second  section  of  this  bill.  TheV 
are  not  required  to  give  a  credit  to  all  peraons  indebted 
to  themi  they  have  evidently  received  abeoeStfromth* 
fire,  and  sustained  no  injury. 

For  what  purpose  was  the  relief  granted  lo  Ihe  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands'  To  secure  the  debt.  It  wat 
knownloeveryperson,  Ihilat  the  time  of  the  sale  of  th4 
public  lands,  whereby  so  Urge  a  debt  bad  become  Aat 
lo  the  Unitrd  States,  waa  in  consequence  of  tha  tbeit 
very  bigh  prices  of  all  articles  of  agriculluie,  (ootlon  W41 
selling  St  from  Iwenly-five  to  thirty  dollars  per  hundred,} 
and  the  great  abundance  of  paper  money  put  into  Cir- 
eulallon  after  the  close  of  tbe  war,  >h«n  no  bank  pre- 
tended to  pay  specie.  The  great  facility  with  wbioh  ever* 
person  could  procure  accommodations  at  the  bank  had 
advanced  the  price  of  every  article  of  property,  and 
particularly  the  lands  in  the  southern  section  of  tbtt 
Union,  where  they  sold  at  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  acre,  and  greatly  over  their  real  value.  When 
Ihe  banks  broke,  money  became  scarce.  All  product 
raised  by  the  farmer  fell  in  value.  Cotton  was  reduced 
from  thirty  to  eight  or  ten  dollars  per  hundred,  f  lid 
Government  had  received  only  one  fourth  of  tha  purchase 
money  for  her  lands,  and  ahe  waa  in  danger  of  havinf 
them  forfeited,  and  there  waa  no  hope*  of  their  ever  sell- 
ing for  one  fourth  of  whit  they  bid  aold  for.  It  wa*  a 
matter  of  policy,  therefore,  in  tbe  GovernmenI,  to  grant 
the  relief  she  did  to  tlie  purdiaaers.  She  made  montV 
by  granting  the  relief.  How  waa  it  with  persons  intend- 
ed to  be  relieved  by  this  bill?  The  first  Section  pro- 
vided for  tliose  who  suflfered  by  the  fire,  and  if  payment 
waa  attenpted  to  be  coerced,  tha  Government  was  in 
danger  of  losing  its  debiai  and,  as  a  matter  of  policy, 
the  credit  should  be  extended,  on  Ihe  debts  being  se- 
cured. I  have  no  doubt  but  that  tbe  Government  will 
aave  money  by  Ihe  relief  granted  in  the  first  seeiion. 
Not  so  as  to  the  person*  relieved  by  the  second  section. 
They  have  nutaincd  no  injuty,   and  have   not  shown 
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that  the;  kre  in  knf  respect  whiterer  unable  to  pay  the 
United  Stales  the  money  they  owe.  The  only  argument 
I  ha»e  heard  in  their  fivor  is,  that  they  reside  in  a  city 
where  property  loihe  value  orfineen  millions  of  dollari 
has  been  burnt.  It  does  nut  Tollow,  ■«  ■  just  conelusion, 
that  they  have  thereby  been  injured,  and  are  unable  to 

Sty  at  present,  and  lint  the  United  Slates  would  en- 
>nger  her  debt  to  attempt  to  collect  it.  I  belieTe,  sir, 
the  argument  ia  much  stronger,  from  the  nature  of  the 
properly  burnt,  and  that  owned  by  the  importing  mer- 
chant, lliat  the  persona  intended  to  be  benefitid  by  the 
second  acction  nave  been  bencRted  by  the  Rre.  lahall 
therefore  vote  to  strike  out  the  second  section. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kenlucliy,  moved  a  call  oF  the 
HDua«i  which  was  ordered. 
After  the  call  had  been  proceeded  with  for  aotne  lime, 

Mr.  ROUBRTSOK,  it  was  dispensed  with. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  second  section,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tife,  ■«  fallows:  Teu  89,  nsvi  116. 

YaAS— Meura.  Chilton  Allan,  Beaumont,  r.ell,  Bontl, 
Boon,  Borden,  B'.uldin,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Campliell,  Carr, 
Carter,  Casey,  Ceorge  Cliamberi,  John  Cham b err. 
Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Craig, 


bam.  Grates,  Grayaon,  Griffin,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Han- 
negan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harriaon,  Hawkina, 
Hunltman,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnion,  John 
W.  Jones,  Sinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea, 
Logsn,  Lucas,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  Samaon  Mason,  Maury, 
May,  McComai,  McKay,  HcLene,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dulee  J.  Pcarce,  Jame;.  A. 
Pearce,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Rcncher,  John  Reynoldi', 
Roanf,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepsrd,  Augustine  H. 
Bhepperd,  Shield?,  Sprague,  Stsndrfer,  Tsliaferro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  Whittlesey,  I^wis  Williams,  Sherrod 
Wilhams,  Wise— 89. 

Nait — Meaira.  Adam*,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Barton, 
Bockee,  Bovee,  Briggi,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambieleng,  Chancy,  Chapin, 
Chi  Ids,  C  levels  nd.  Coffee,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cush- 
ing,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield, 
Parlin,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Rice  Garland,  Gillel,  Glascock.  Granger,  Granlland, 
Grennell,  Hairy,  Joseph  Hall,  Hilsnd  Hsll,  Hard, 
Albert  O.  Harrison,  Ksieftinr,  Henderson,  Kiester, 
Hoar,  Holxy,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Hunt- 
ington, Ingersol),  I nghim, William  Jackson,  Jabei  Jack- 
ton,  Janes,  Jarvia,  Richai'd  H,  Johnson,  Henry  John- 
ion,  Judaon,  Kennor,  Kllgore,  Lane,  Lansing.  Lawrence. 
Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Lave,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abljah  Mann,  Manning, 
John  T.  Maion,  William  Mason,  Mosea  Mason, 
McKennan,  McKeon,  McKlm,  Miller,  Milllgan,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Oreni^  Fsge,  Parker, 
Pirka,  Pelligrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pincfcney,  Polt-, 
Keed,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Russell,  9 che nek,  Seymour, 
Shinn,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Slorer,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  John  Thomaon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vinton,   Ward,  Wardwell— 1 16. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  then  offered  the  following  proviso: 
"  Provided,  That  the  indulgence  authorized  under  the 
provision  of  this  bill  shall  in  no  caac  be  given  without 
other  and  sufficient  security  be  given,  when,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  collector.  It  eIibII  be  nrcssory  to  secure  ihe 
lum  due  by  the  person  or    persons  who   ask    Indul 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  Ihatthe  bill  already 
provided  for  the  object  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
t>om  Kentucky. 


Mr.  WILLIAMS  remarked  that  the  knguage  of  the 
bill  did  not  aeem  to  embrace  his  provision. 
The  amendment  waa  negatived  wiihoul  a  count. 
Hr.  BRIGG3  then  moved  the  following  proviso  lo  Ihe 
second  secliun :  ■'  Provided,  alao.  That  \f,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  collector  aforessid,  any  of  the  bonds  which  may 
be  given  under  this  act,  payment  of  which  may  be  post- 
poned, ahall  at  any  time  be  insecure,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  collector  \i\  require  auch  additional  secu- 
rity as  shall , be  saliiractory  to  him  i  and  on  bilure  erf' 
such  additional  securiiy  being  furnished,  Ihe  pay- 
ment thereof  ahall  ba  enflirced  forthwilh("  which  wta 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  engroaaing  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  and  ordering  Ihe  bill  to  be  read  the 
third  time, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginia,  uked  for  the  yeasand 
naya,  which  were  ordered)  and  the  question  being  then 
taken,  resulted  aa  follows:  Vest  1?5,  nays  64: 

Yais— Hesara.  John  Q.Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Ballcy, 
Banks,  Barton,  Beardsley,  Bockee.  Bovee,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cam- 
breleng.  Chancy,  Chapin,  Childa,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Coffee,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane.'  Cuabing,  Dickeraon, 
Doubleday,  Efner.  Evani,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Philo.  C. 
Puller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Glllet, 
Glascock,  Granger,  Grantland,  Grennell,  Haley.  Joseph 
fisll.  Hard,  Harper,  Haynef,  Hazeliine,  Henderaon, 
Hicster,  Hoar,  Holtey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt. 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham.  Willian 
Jackson,  Jabei  Jackson,  Janes,  JarvJa,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Judaon,  Kilgore, 
LHne,  I..anung,  Lawrence,  Lay.Gldeon  Lee,  Josliua  Lee, 
Tbomat  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon, 
Abijah  Mann,  Manning,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  UcKennan,  McKeon,  UcKim, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Muore,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Parkp,  PatteraDn,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pcltigrev, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Polf.  Reed,  Joseph  Keya- 
olda,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  8ie< 
klea,  Sloanr,  Smith,  Spangler,  Storer,  Sutherland,  I'sy- 
lor,  John  Tlionuon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vandcr- 
poel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwdl,  Wa^ington— 135. 

NjkTS— Hrurs.  Chilton  Allail,  Bean,  Beaumont,  BeU, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bojd,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  Cnrr,  Carter,  Casey,  (ieorge  Chambers, 
JohnCbsmberr,Chapman,  NalhanielH.Clajborne,  Coles, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davis,  Debcrry,  Denny, 
Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Everett,  French,  Fry, 
Jamea  Gsrtsnd,  Graham,  Graves,  Grayion,  Griffin, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hammond,  Hannegtn,  HardiD, 
Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harriaoii,  Hawkin^  Jenifer,  J oaepb 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Knnard,  Kllngenimith,  Law- 
ler, Luke  Lea,  Logan,  Lucas,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  John 
Y.  Mason,  Hay,  McComaf,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Uor> 
gan,  Uorris,  Franklin  Pierce,  DuteeJ.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
liencher,  John  Reynolds,  Roane,  Rubertaon,  Auguatin* 
U.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Spragur,  Standefer,  Taliaferro, 
Thom»,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  Whitlleaey,  I-ewi«  Williams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  Wise— 84. 

So  Ihe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  CAHBRELENG  moved  that  ihc  House  reioke 
ilieir  into  a  Committee  oF  the  Whole  on  the  srale  of 
the  Union,  fur  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  conaider- 
ing  ccrlun  bills  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Mr.  C.  explained  that  the  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Means  had  unanimouily  insiructed  him  to  mske  lli« 
motion,  snd  it  wsi  indispensable  that  the  billsin  queation 
aliould  be  acted  upon  before  ihe  Sd  of  March. 

I'he  mo'.ifin  was  negatived,  and  the  House  then  ad- 
journed. 
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CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Hou«e  renimed  the  unfinithed  builnen  of  the 
morning  hour  of  vnterdsy,  being  Ibe  subject  of  the 
con<e»ted  election  from  North  Orolini. 

Hr,  BOYD  hiring  moved  to  make  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Election*  the  special  order  for  Wednei- 
dByiMSt,  and  Hr.  W.  B.  8HEPARD  hiTing  propoied 
to  eslend  (lie  time  lo  three  weeki, 

Hr.  HARD  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
lame  committee,  wiib  inttruciioni  to  give  lime  for  the 
pnrpoie  of  taking  forlher  evidence,  until  the  fint  day 
of  April  nekl. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  lo  poitpone 
tbe  report  had  precedence  of  the  one  to  rfcommlt, 

Mr-  BELL  rewmed  the  remarks  which  he  com- 
menced ycstcrda;.  When  he  roie  yeiterdar,  he  did 
not  rite  to  argue  the  propriety  ofnegativini;  the  motion 
of  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Botd;]  he  left 
that  part  of  the  queitioD  to  other  gentle  men.  His 
main  object  tvas  to  make  a  question  for  the  deciilon  of 
the  House,  which  he  conaiderrd  of  tbe  greateit  import- 
ance. He  alluded  to  the  resolution  makingtheappro- 
priation  bills  the  special  order  of  the  day.  When  Ihe 
fCenlleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  CjiHBlti.ai'a]  moved 
to  make  the  New  York  6re  bill  the  order  of  the  day  for 
•  certain  day,  he  must  aay  that,  althoug;h  he  was  favor, 
able  to  the  speedy  paMige  of  tint  bill,  still,  had  he  been 
m  his  place  at  that  time,  he  must  have  objected  to  its 
being  made  the  special  order.  He  would  hsve  felt 
it  his  duty  to  object  to  it,  m  lie  now  felt  it  bis  duty  to 
object  to  making  this  conteitcd  election  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Wednesday  neit,  because  he  believed  it  to 
be  a  violation  of  the  rule*  and  ordersofihe  House.  On 
the  3?t1l  of  January  last,the  House  came  to  Ihe  resolution 
that  each  succeeding  day,  except  Friday  and  Saturday, 
should  be  act  apart  tor  the  conaideration  of  the  appro- 
priation bills.  That  resoIullDn  wis  adopted  by  a  voib 
of  two  thirds,  and  he  yielded  reap  eeifully,  though  reluc- 
linlly,  to  tbe  decision  of  Ibe  Houie.  When  tbe  subject 
of  another  resolution  was  under  eontideralion,  the  right 
construction  wa*  put  upon  that  resolution!  which  was, 
that  it  WW  precisely  the  same  a(  the  rulei  of  the  House, 
Although  that  was  the  right  const rticli on,  he  begged 
leave  to  show  that  that  was  not  the  construction  put 
upon  them  by  the  Houset  they  considered  them  in  the 
light  of  standing  orders  of  the  House,  the  execution 
of  which  any  one  member  wa«  entitled  lo  call  for.  By 
tbat  construction  tlie  orders  might  be  changed  as  often 
as  gentlemen  thought  proper.  He  thought  he  could 
demunstrate  IhlB.  Alter  one  hour  ahould  have  elapsed,  a 
motion  might  be  made  that  tbe  House  proceed  to  the 
orders  of  the  dayi  and  the  question  shall  be  put,  "  Will 
(he  House  proceed  to  the  orders  of  Ibe  day'"  What, 
then,  were  the  orders  of  the  day^  It  was  to  take  up  the 
business  on  the  Speaker'!  table,  and  dispose  of  it(  bills 
from  the  Senate  were  to  be  readiengrotsed  bills  read) 
executive  communicKtiona  presented)  and  then  you 
•rriveat  the  special  order.  If  any  business  was  made 
tlie  special  order,  it  was  of  course  tbe  understanding 
that  it  was  to  be  after  the  morning  hour.  It  was  the 
order  of  the  day  from  that  hour.  When  that  hour 
arrived,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Chair,  heretofore, 
to  put  the  question,  "Wilt  the  Houie  proceed  to 
Ihe  orders  of  the  day^"  This  was  in  compliance  with 
the  forty-third  rule  of  the  House.  But,  with  regard  to 
Ihe  reaolution  of  the  37th  of  January,  the  Speaker  had 
fell  it  his  duty  not  to  inquire  of  the  House  whether  it 
would  go  to  the  special  order,  but  had  laid  that  the 
hour  had  arrived  for  proceeding  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day.  I'his  makes  it  a  special  order,  which  the 
Spraker  feel*  bound  to  obey.     If  that  was 


any  member  might  rise  in  his  place,  and  call  for  tbe 
'that  order,  and  the  Chair  would  be  out  of 
execute  it.  It  was  the  itanding  order,  by 
placed  upon  it  by  the  Chair  itself.  He 
had  submitted  to  the  decision  of  tbe  Chiiri  but,  ai  he 
had  said  before,  reluctnntly.  We  know  tbat  a  reiD- 
tulion  pending,  ofgreal  interest  lo  the  country,  was  cut 
off  by  the  operation  of  it;  and  on  a  late  occasion  tbe 
Chair  wsi  under  tlie  necessity  of  asking  the  consent  of 
the  llonae  to  proceed  to  put  some  bills  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  (able  to  a  third  reading:  that  bad  tol)e  done, 
from  the  necessity  ofihr  ease.  The  House  found  that 
!t  had  paased  a  resolution  which  would  cut  o(F  its  ordi- 
nary business.  Well,  on  Ihe  first  day  that  this  was  done, 
there  happened  10  come  up  a  billin  relation  to  executive 
patronage,  which  excited  considerable  dijcussion,  and 
consumed  the  whole  of  the  day.  On  the  next  morning, 
the  Chair  did  not  ask  the  conient  of  Ihe  House,  but 
announced  the  orders  of  the  day.  A  grntleman  from 
Ohio  asked  the  unanimousconsent  of  the  House  tahsve 
thoie  bills  resd  and  disposed  of  which  would  not  exclla 
debatei  which  was  igreed  to.  Mr.  B.  said  he  hid  gone 
!ie  explination  to  show  that,  by  Ihe  conslruclioo 
Ihe  resolution  by  Ihe  Chair  and  the  Houie,  tbe 
B  could  not  beset  aside  but  by  unanimous  cutisenti 
ver,  he  did  nut  mean  to  interpose  his  veto.  What- 
might  have  been  the  molives  of  gentlemen  for 
adopting  tbe  resolution,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say) 
but  he  called  upon  them  to  look  st  their  journal,  and 
istencies  and  contradictory  order*  with 
which  it  was  filled.  Did  any  gentleman  knowi 
'hen  he  arrived  at  the  House  in  the  morning,  what  busl- 
nesB  would  be  laken  up^  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Hr.  CiKiairiHB,]  on  yesterday,  instead  of  call- 
ing un  the  House  lo  proceed  to  Ihe  consideralion  of  the 
appropriation  bills,  intimated  that  he  deaired  the  House 
to  ttke  up  another  subject.  Again,  a  motion  waa 
pending  lo  make  the  North  Carolina  contested  election 
the  special  order  for  Wednesday  next.  That  motion 
from  one  of  the  majority  in  tlie  House,  with  whom 
I  retl  the  responsibility  of  the  measure. 
.  CAHSRELENGmse  to  make  a  brief  explanation. 
After  the  New  York  fire  bill  had  been  ordered  lo  a 
third  reading,  he  had  asked  tbe  House  logo  into  Com> 
litleeoflbe  Whole  on  bills  which  he  did  not  think 
ould  have  occupied  more  than  five  minutes'  time.  He 
would  >«y,  however,  for  the  future,  that  be  would 
relinquish  all  oiher  measures,  for  the  purpoie  of  getting 
through  with  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  BELL  was  glad  10  hear  the  annunciation.  Then 
we  should  not  make  the  question  of  the  contested  elec- 
tion the  order  of  the  day  fur  Wednesday  next.  But  be 
wilhed  to  make  a  further  appeal  to  the  House.  It  had 
been  aeen  -that  the  order  of  Ihe  37th  January  wu 
unnecessary.  Gentlemen  had  seen  that  of  the  twenty 
dayi  which  bad  expired  since  that  order  took  effect,  not 
onehalf  ofthe  lime  bad  been  appropriated  to  the  con- 
aideiBtion  of  the  appropriation  bills  He  hoped  the 
House  would  do  the  justice  to  rescind  that  order,  and 
then  if  tbey  choie  lo  make  the  question  of  the 
North  Carolina  contested  election  the  special  order  of  th« 
day  for  a  day  cerliin,  he  would  agree  to  it.  He  called 
upon  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virg 
J.  Y.  Mason,]  who  had  introiluced  that  i 
and  had  enforced  its  passage  by  an  appeal  to  the  m 
sage  of  the  Prehideni,  to  unite  with  him  in  hla  efTurts 
unshackle  the  freedom  of  deb  ate  i  be  called  upon  liim, 
the  spirit  of  liberality,  to  give  him  his  aid.  The  Hou 
had  shownby  itavotei  since,  that  there  was  no  n 
for  that  measure.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  ni 
that  he  had  any  party  interest  in  view  in  this  matter. 
He  appealed  to  the  liberality,  to  the  patriotism,  and 
lotbe   candor  of  gentlemen,  since  it  had  been  demoa- 
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rirtteil  that  the  nmMr«  wu  no  longer  necenar}-,  mnd 
Vben  the  preMing'  (M^tiion  which  had  brought  it  Tor- 
wird  had  pancd,  to  reacind  Ihe  reiolution.  Did  gciitle- 
■ntn  har  that  the  anprqpriiiion  b'JU  would  nol  be  taken 
upf  HcfonceiTed  there  would  be  no  oppoiition  to  taking 
Ihem  up.  There  never  bad  been  any  oppoaitlon  to  tlk'inf 
up  Ihoae  billa,  whenever  the  motion  io  Ukelhetn  up 
came  from  Ihe  proper  quarter)  he  meant  the  chairman 
of  the  Com  mi  I  tee  ofWa^iand  Ueana.  He  remembered 
no  caie  of  objection  being  made,  except  on  one  oc- 
ca«on,  and  Ihal  Mr,  B.  bad  made  hlmaelf,  for  (be  pur- 
poie  of  amending  the  rulea  and  ordera  of  the  Houae, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  of  Ihe  ulmoit  importance  in 
anj  deliberative  body.     U  any  other  oppoittion  had  been 


would  be  made.  He  liad  alvaya  yielded  to  the  regularly 
conilituted  orf^naofthe  Governmenl)  and  he  believed,  if 
Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  CiKBBtiaiidl  ahould 
aiove  to  take  up  Ihe  appropriation  hll'a,  he  would  venture 
to  predict  that  he  would  meet  with  no  oppoatlion. 
Tiien,  would  ire ntlemen  not  repeal  the  reanlulionhe  had 

rk^n  off  ifit  w|«  not  repealed,  the  cfTcct  would  be 
t  any  one  member  might  call  for  Ibe  execution  of  it. 

Aa  to  the  North  Carolina  canteiled  election  <jueation, 
he  lelt  it  to  othera  to  uy  whether  it  ahould  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  forWedneaday  or  not. 

Vr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  aaid  that  it  might 
b<  neceaaai^  torecoromit  the  aubjectiaa  committee,  and 
h^  believed  the  general  courae  to  be,  to  lay  the  aub- 
ject  on  the  table,  until  the  repoK  and  documenta  couU 
P4  prlnled*  He  thought  there  would  be  no  oppoeition 
to  laying  the  aubjeQt  on  the  table.  II  could  then  be 
taken  up  ttany  time,  and  acted  upon,  during  ihe  morn- 
ing hour.  He  moved  to  lay  the  aubject  on  the  tablet  but 
iubaequcnily  withdrew  it. 

Hr.  JOHN  T.  MASON  laid  Ihal  thcremarht  which  he 
felt  himaelf  called  upon  to  make  had  no  ncceiaary  con- 
nexion with  the  aubject  before  Ihe  Houae.  The  gentle- 
man froni  Tenneacee  [Ur.  Bill]  bad  made  alluuan  nol 
only  lolhereaolution  which  tie  had  the  honor  to lubmit  to 
the  Houie,  but  had  alluded  to  Hr.  U.  perwinally,  which 
made  it  neceaiary  for  him  to  reply.  He  did  not  think  at 
the  lime  thai  be  introduced  the  reaolution,Dor  did  he  think 
now,  thai  the  rcaolulion  had  the  effect  the  gentleman 
dcKribed.  He  could  not  conceive  how  t)ie  reaotution 
landed  to  diilurbor  cut  olT debate.  It  would  he  remem- 
bered by  the  Houae,  Ihil  when  tliat  rcaolulion  waa 
brnuglil  before  it,  our  foreign  relationa  were  on  a  very 
dtS^rent  footing  from  what  they  were  at  preaent.  He 
agreed  with  the  genilemau  from  Ten neuce,  [Mr.  Uixii] 
that  Ibe  reaiona  urged  in  ita  favor  had,  in  a  great  meaa- 
ure,  diaappeared.  We  had  at  that  lime  no  indication! 
of  llie  mediation  of  Qreat  Britain,  nor  of  Ihe  happy 
eSeCI  produced  by  the  I'reaidenl'a  meaaage  on  the  coun- 
dl*  ofFranofe  The  committee  were  of  opinion,  at  that 
lime,  that  immediate  action  vaa  neceaaary  on  the  appro- 
priation bill*.  The  gentleman  from  Tenneuee  waa 
r'^hl  in  auppoaingthat  ihe  lime  bad  paaaed  by  when  any 
•xiraordinary  apprupriaiiona  would  be  neceaaaryi  but 
Hr.  H.  mual  be  permitted  toiaylhat  tbeordinary  appro- 
priation billa  did  require  ■  apeedy  acHon.  Some  of 
111*  appropriationa  were  already  needed,  and  the  public 
aervice  rouat  auffer  until  the  appropriatlun  hill*  were 
paated.  I'here  were  ahipa  of  war  now  which  cuutd  not 
be  manned  until  lome  of  Ihoae  bil>a  pa't.  It  waa  a  milter 
ofvaal  importance  lliat  Ihoae  bit  It  ahould  be  ipredily 
paaiediand  he  thought  Die  reaohitiun  adopted  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AlTaira  waa  welt  calcuUt«d  to 
effect  Ihe  nbjfcl.  It  waa  true,  that  we  had  made  but 
little  pragreiai  but,  »illioul  meaning  to  cait  reproach 
any  wlierci.  he  appealed  lo  the  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
•ee  If>  aty  whether  tbt  protracted  dia^tiaaioa  oo  th« 


navy  bill  had  net  apruBg  from  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  himaelf.  It  waa  lime  that  the  appropriation 
billa  were  diapcaed  of.  Let  Ihe  appropriation  billa  be 
diipoaed  of  tpesdily,  but  with  all  Ihe  eiaminatlon  gentle- 
men may  wiab  to  give  tham,  and  with  all  tlie  freedom  «f 
diaciiaiion  aaked  for,  and  then  be  would  ba  wilEnf  to 
reacind  that  rcaolulion,  unleaa  an  unlooked-for  itate  of 
tbingi  ahould  occur. 

Mr.  BELL  aaid  be  aaw  already  what  vat  to  ba  looked 
for.  The  public  aervice  w».t  aufflcriag,  and  that  waa  t» 
be  the  argument  unlit  Ihe  approprialian  bilta  v 
the  jreatleman  fh)m  Tirgi 
ler  the  Houae  had  not,  ii 
going'  into  the  conaidrrat'ran  of  thoee  bill%  gone  te  otket 
buaineaa,  which  had  taken  daya  to  diaeuM. 

Ur.  1.  T.  MASON  aaid  he  waa  not  reapMaible  for  the 
acta  of  other  genllemea.  Oneneoccationhehad  made  the 
motion  to  auapend  Ibe  rule,  for  the  purpoae  of  receiving 
pelilionij  and  aa  the  operationa  of  Ihe  Trcsaury  l>epart- 
menl  hail  experienced  conwdenible  cmbarraaament,  in 
eonacquence  of  the  Are  in  NewVork,  he  had  concurred 
with  Ihe  genlleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cixauftne]in 
hia  cfforta  to  get  Ihal  bill  through  the  Houae.  He  had, 
however,  atwaya  been  anvoui*  ami  waa  alilt  aaxioua,  to 
have  Ihe  appropriation  billa  diapoaed  of. 

Ur.  MANK.oTNew  York, aaid,  for  the  purpoM  of  diapo* 
■ing  of  thiaqueatian,andalthcBuggealionofaevei*l  gentle- 
men near  him,  that  it  might  be  approached  at  aome  con- 
vcnienl  lime,  if  in  order,  be  ahouUmore  that  it  bepoit- 
poned  lill  Tueaday  week,  willi  a  view  of  prittff  longer 
time  Iban  bad  been  propoaed  on  Ihe  one  akle,  and 
ahorler  than  had  beenaaked  for  on  theother.  He  would 
prefer  ihat  to  laying  It  on  the  table,  for  the  queaiion 
waa  an  important  one  lolhe  Stale  inlercilcd,  and  ought 
to  be  aelllcd  apecdily.  It  uaually  bappcned,  tlial  caaet 
of  thi*  kind  were  poalpoiwd  to  a  remote  period,  or  lill 
nearly  the  termination  of  iba  teaaion.  before  Ihey  wcrq 
deSaitively  acted  ontbut  he  hoped  Ihat  oourae  would  not 
be  followed  in  future.  He  knew  nothingof  Ihepreaent 
caactand  had  heard  acarecly  one  word  on  the  aubject. 
He  undentood,  however,  that  the  report  and  documenta 
were  not  very  voluminout. 

It  wai  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  aaid  Mr.  U.,  to  many 
gentlemen  there,  Ihal  Ihe  knowledge  of  the  rulea  and 
proceedinga  of  Ihe  Houae,  piiaieaaed  by  the  honorabl* 
genlleman  from  Tennenee  {Mr.  Uxix]  ahould  be  lh« 
cauae  of  giving  him  ao  mucli  affliciiiini  an  affliction 
which  aecmed  to  preai  upon  him  daily,  hourly,  antl 
conlinuatly,  and  which  broke  oulaomelimea  lolhe  afflic- 
tion oftheKcntlemin'iownfrienda.  Why,  Mr.  «.  hid 
been  an  observer  of  the  proceedinga  there,  under  differ- 
ent adminiilraliona  of  the  Chair,  aince  he  hul  had  the  hon- 
or of  a  teil  there,  and  he  had  alwiya  obaerved  tlial  III* 
firal  and  regular  buaineaa  in  order  on  that  ioor  waa  to  aik 
the  unanimnut  oonieni  of  the  Houae  to  make  a  motion 
lo  auKpend  Ihe  rulea.  That,  he  thought,  waaalwayl  biiai- 
ncM  in  order.  Ai  lo  Ihe  remedy  to  be  applied,  wilti 
regard  lo  ihe  varioui  lubjecti  that  came  before  It 
hid  heard  none  aiigi-ealeil  by  Ibe  genllen 
■ee,  not  wit  Inland  ing  liia  great  erudition  in  me  ruio  ■"» 
urdrra,  and  cour>e  of  proceedinga  of  that  Hoiiie. 

That  genlleman  had  aeen  fit  lo  complain,  in  no  verf 
mcaturea  lcrm%  of  ihe  deciainn  of  Ilia  preaent  Chair  in 
reference  to  Ihe  execution  of  Ihe  special  order  of  ihe 
Hoitaei  ■  deoiaion,  the  genlleman  infurmpd  ihem,  not 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Houae,  when  the 
gentleman  tiimaelf  had  a  aeat  in  Ihe  Chair.  Now,  ao  fiir 
■(  ll>e  correct  proceeding  might  he  concerned,  Mr.  IVf. 
weiild  not  profeta  to  be  quiliHed  to  decide  between  the 
variiiut  gentlemen  who  had  occupied  thit  chair,  knd  who 
liad  found  it  neceaury  logive  a  conalruclionto  llievarioua 
orderaoftheHoiiaeinregardioiheir  own  proceeding.  Ha 
only  knew  tltia:  (hat,  BO  far  u  hi*  ewQ  obaervation  extend- 
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ti,  during  the  preient  ■entoOi  aonip*rii^  it  with  the  two 
preceding  •enioni^  be  had  not  found  grrkler  or  more 
confuiion  in  ths  order  of  buiinen  now  (h*n  hereufore. 
He  WH  not,  ihererorv,  to  itiribiite  whtt  eonfuiinn  had 
kriMH  to  the  deciHon*  of  the  Chiir.  Thoie  dcciiion* 
had  been  uiuillr  in  icconUnce  with  the  esprcM  ordcn 
of  the  HouM. 

The  genllenitn  from  Tenncwee  tiid  th«t,  when  the 
Room  had  made  an  esprcM  apcMl  order.  It  became 
thaduljr  of  the  Chair  lint  to  take  op  certain  busineai  on 
the  apoker*!  table,  before  that  apecial  order  wai  ezecu* 
ted.  Ifio,  then  Ihe  re  would  beverj  litlle  uie  in  making 
a  ipecial  order  at  >It. 

Ur.  CRAIO  MIC  to  a  point  of  order,  on  the  ground 
that  the  genlleman't  remarki  were  not  pertinent  to  the 
qurtlion  before  Ibe  Houie. 

The  CUAIK  waa  of  opinion  that  tlic  debate  wai 
taking  too  wkle  a  range.  It  wu  underitood,  however, 
to  be  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennenee,  and 
other  lentleiTMn,  to  show  that  the  Room  itiould 
or  ihould  not  make  thia  ipecial  order,  becauie  there 
were  other  apecial  orders  i  and  inj'  reaion  why  the 
Houae  ahouUI  or  iliould  not  adopt  any  ipeciil  order 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HANK  esprened  hii  obligation)  to  hii  friend 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  C>its]  for  admoniibing  him  that 
Ihey  were  debating  a  rery  different  qiiettion,  and  he 
would  endeavor  to  conform  himielfaontewhal  tolt.  He 
wai  only  replying  to  the  remarki  of  the  gentleman  from 
TenncaMe,  who,  while  he  w»a  complaining  of  want  of 
order  in  the  prjceediiig*  of  the  Haute,  wai,  ■■  Hr.  M. 
coiuidered,  at  the  lime,  aa  widely  out  of  order  M  any 
thing  that  could  be  found  upon  tlie  recorda  and  journal! 
of  either  that  or  the  former  leMion  ofltie  Houae.  1'hat 
being  an,  with  tlie  admoiiition  of  hit  friend  from  Tir- 
glnia,  he  would  remime  hi*  teat. 

Hr.  WILLlAHS.uf  North  Carolina,  nored  to  lay  the 
whole  Mhjpct  on  the  Ubie. 

Mr.  BOYO  aaked  fur  (he  yeea  and  nayti  which 
wtre  ordered. 

Mr.  AUAUS  hoped  Ihe  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina would  withdraw  the  motion,  at  the  ailting  member 
had  aaked  for  more  lime  to  take  further  teatimonyi  and 
it  waa  therefore  necetiary  to  appoint  lome  definite  time 
forthe  coMideration  of  Ibe  report. 

Mr.  MERCEa  boped  the  call  for  Ihe  yeaiand  nayi 
would  be  withdrawn,  ai  about  half  the  time  of  Ihe  ae*- 
aion  was  conaumrd  in  taking  them. 

Hr.  WiLMAH9  then  withdrew  hit  motion  to  lay  on 
the  labTe. 

Mr.  BBLL  denied  that  he  had  ipokendiir^npectfully 
of  the  Coairi  and,  at  the  gentleman  from  New  Turk 
[Mr.  Hasm]  had  tiirown  no  new  tight  upon  the  aubjccl, 
Mr.  B.  muiiuy  Ihitwhat  had  fullen  from  the  gentleman 

Ur.  HANN'taid  he  might  have  mitunderatood  the 
gentleman.  He  did  not  undentand  him  to  apeak 
diareaprctfullyorihe  Chair,  or  in  a  apirit  of  complaint 
towirdithe  Chair,  but  only  in  a  spirit  ofcompliint  ofthe 
deciiloniof  the  Chair,  hi  regird  to  the  order  of  buii- 
neai.  If  it  waa  ••  impertinent  "  to  apeak  of  thegentle- 
man'B  complaint,  then,  aurely,  the  gentleman  himaelf 
mult  hare  been  "  lapcrtinent"  in  making  the  complaint 
ofihoae  deciiiona. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  Ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Vork,  to  poatpone  until  Tueaday  week,  not 
to  be  then  in  order. 

Mr.  BOYD  laid  ha  waa  willing  to  accept  it  aa  a 
modification  of  hia  own  motion. 

The  CHAIR  informed  the  gentleman  that  he  cnuld 
rtol  do  it  without  an  order  or  initruotiun  from  the  Uum- 
mittee  of  Elections  the  original  motion  being  »  made 
to  tb»  Bouie. 


Mr.  W.  B.  BHEPARD  then  withdrew  hiamotioD  to 
poitpone  till  Wedneiday  three  week*. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  orden  of  the  day,  th* 
hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived. 

Mr.  HclUy  moved  to  luipend  the  nilei,  iuordcr  to 

Broceed  with  the  coniideration  of  the  report  bafore  tb* 
iouie,  and  modified  it  for  one  hour,  at  the  auggcation 
of  Mr.  CAHBRELENOi  but  the  molKm.  waa  loM,  wilh- 
out  »  coanl,  and  the  Hdum  proceeded  to  lb«  order  of 
the  day. 

By  the  conaent  of  the  Houae,  aevenl  bill*  frodi  the 
Senate,  on  the  Speaker*!  table,  were  takan  up,   read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  eomiaittcci. 
LIMITATION  OF  THE  TEKM  OF  OFRCB. 

Mr.  PATTOK  moved  tiMt  the  Houte  proceed  to  dis- 
poae  ofthe  bill  on  the  Speaker'*  table,  from  llie  Senate, 
repealing  the  firat  and  lecond  aectiona  irf'  the  act  to 
limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  ofBcert  therein  named, 
and  for  other  purpmet. 

Mr.  P.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  of 
dered)  and  the  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  wu  decided 
inibealBrmatireiYeaal04,nayil04— lheBpe«k«rvotiog 
in  the  afflrroative,  making  the  yeas  105. 

TtAf— Messr*.  Adami,  Chilton  Allan,  Kemaa  Allen, 
Aihley,  Bailey,  Bsnka  Barton,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Brigga,  Bunch,  tobn  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambera,  John 
nhambera,  Nathaniel  H.  CiMbome,  CI  ark,  Cor  win.  Crane, 
Cuihing.  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickeraon.Dlckion,  Dunlap, 
Evana,  Everett,  Fcmster,  French.  Philo  C.  Fuller,  nice 
Garland,  Graham,  Granger,  Crennell,  Gri£Bn,  Milsnd 
Hall,  Hammond, Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert 
G.  Harriaon,  Haseltine,  Hieater,  HoBr.Howard,  Howel^ 
HuntMnan,  tngemll,  Janei,  Jenifer,  Richard  H.  JohnKin, 
Cav«  Johnann,  Benry  JohnMn,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Jobn  T.  HaaoB» 
Samson  MaHHi,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComai,  UcEir. 
McKennan,  HcEim,  Uerccr,  Milligan,  Morria,  Parker, 
Patton,  Jsmei  A.  Pesrce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phetpa, 
Phillipi,  Pickens,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell, 
Auguitine  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Stindefer,  Btorer,  Taliferro,  Waddy  Thompaon,  Under- 
wood, Tinton,  Washingion,  White,  Whiuleaej,  Lewi* 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise~104. 

Htxt — Measri.  Ash,  Bean,  Bcsrdiley,  Beaumonr, 
Bockee,  Buree,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchatwn,  Burns,  Cam- 
brdeng,  Carr,  Caiey,  Chiney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Colei^ 
Connor,  Oraig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doufaleday, 
Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbrailli, 
Jamea  Garland,  Oillet,  Glaacock,  Grantland,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hanncgan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holaey,  Hubley,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Jabei  Jackson,  Jsrvii,  Joseph  Johnaon, 
John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon, 
Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingenimitli,  Lane,  Lansing,  Gideon 
Ler,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Login,  Loyatl, 
Ab'jsh  Minn,  Job  Hann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  Hose* 
Maaon,  May,  McKeon,  HcLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Hiihlen<>erg,  Owcna,  Page,  Park^ 
Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  John,  ttey< 
nolds,  Jowph  Beynoldi^  Hoane,  Schcnck,  Beymour, 
Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor^ 
1'homas,  John  Tbonuon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrilt, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagoner,  Ward,  Wardtrell,  Webster, 
Weeks— 104. 

Hr.  PATTON  remarked  that,  in  moving  to  aitjcuPn 
when  the  subject  waa  lait  before  the  House,  bis  object 
was  not  so  much  to  address  the  House  as  lo  arrest  what 
be  conaidered  an  irrelevant  discussion  upon  a  simpin 
question  of  commitment — a  question  not  involving  tho 
mcrita  of  the  bill,  nor  the  consiatency  or  inconsistency  of 
pariUa  or  men  heretofore.    In  order,  bowvver,  that  hli 
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malim  ind  Tievimi^t  nolbemliunderftood,  he  would 
remirk  tli»(  he  entcitiined  itron^  prepoacHioni  ■giinit 
tbb  bill. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  KcnlleiMn  that  Ihe  merit* 
oflhebillcouidnot  be  diecuwedupon  the  pending  mo- 
liontt  knd  ih>t  the  range  which  Ihe  debile  h«d  tiken  on 
t  fonner  6*J  would  not  be  further  permitted. 

Mr.  PATTON  remmed.  He  did  not  intend  to  dii 
Ihe  merit!  of  the  bill  »t  th it  time.  He  had  mcrelj  deured 
to  My  tint  he  hiditronj;  preponenioni  of  opinion  ifaimt 
the  bill,  which  mi^t  ponibly  be  changed  by  farther 
reflection  and  diwuwion  of  Ihe  queMion  inTolved  in  it. 
He  htd  I  few  wordi  to  ay  in  reference  to  whit  com- 
mittee the  wibjeet  ourht  to  be  referred.  In  doing 
Ihii,  it  *>■  necsMary  '"'t  he  (hould  idrert  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill.  It  wu  ■  neunre  of  mt  mirnltude, 
jMvolvinf  lerioui  and  important  fundBmental  principlei. 
It  inTolred  not  only  Ihe  queition  of  conatitutionaliiy,  but 
the  expediency  of  the  power  of  removal  from  office  by 
the  Preiident  of  Ihe  United  Statei — queationi  which  had 
cxoiled  and  af-itated  ibe  counlrrMmuch  aaanyothcra 
which  had  eTerbeenbroughtbefiireit.  II  waiabtll  which 
ought  to  receive  the  raottaelemn.dcliberate,  and  thorouKli 
examination  poanbk.  Could  it  be  ao  well  examined  by 
a  committee  which  had  already  before  it  a  Tait  burden 
of  important  buainea  a>  by  a  lelect  commiltee  niied  for 
Ihe  ipeclal  purposed  Thera  eoutd  be  but  one  reiponie 
to  tbe  inquiry.  Suppoaing  every  thing  elae  out  ofthe 
vn,  waa  there  any  thing  appropriate  or  appoiite  in 
referring  thia  aubjeel  to  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Judiciary  * 
It  waa  aliaolulely  amazing  to  hear  gentlemen  contend, 
aahad  been  done  lliere,  that  liiialubject  came  within  the 
functiona  of  Ihe  Judiciary  Commitlee,  by  the  expreai 
term*  of  the  rule.  If  the  ground  aHumed  ihould  be 
auilained,  that  committee  would  draw  witliin  the  vortex 
oF  it*  duliei  nine  tenth*  of  ihe  buiincti  which  came 
before  the  Houie.  Without  dcriring  to  detract  in  the 
leaat  from  the  eulogiums  which  had  been  made  upon  the 
Comnitlee  on  Ihe  Judiciary,  for  their  intelligence  and.legal 


it  wa*  compoaed,  which  beBtled  them  more  than  othera 
to  examine  Ihii  quettion  ofeonaliluliontl  law,  or  any 
other  (jueilion.  The  aubject  wai  one  which,  from  iia 
broad  character,  did  not  peculiarly  Ijelong  to  any  com- 
mittee ofthe  Houae.  There  wai  a  ipecial  reaaon  for  not 
•ending  it  to  the  Jui)iciary  Committee,  which,  he  repeat- 
ed, waa  burdened  with  a  mail  of  buaineat  greater  than  any 
other  committee  of  the  Houie,  and  could  not,  conaequent- 
1y,  act  on  the  aubject  ai  tpeedily  *a  a  lelect  comiimttee. 
It  waa  deiinble  that  the  queilion  ihould  be  diipoied  of 
one  way  or  the  other,  in  order  that  the  country  might 
decide  upon  liie  courae  of  the  Senate  and  Ihit  branch 
of  Congreu.  He  aliould  therefore  vote  to  commit  the 
billj  to  a  aelect  committee,    not  only  aa  an  appropriate 


Mr.  DROMGOOLE  moved  to  commit  Ihe  bill  lo  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  theataleof  the  Union.  There 
could  be  nothing  gained  by  referring  Ihe  bill  to  a  aeleet 
committee.  A  report  from  luch  a  committee,  one  way  or 
another,  wa*  a  mattcrof  no  conaequence.  Bytbeadop- 
tion  of  hii  motion,  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to 
ditciiH  the  aubject  in  the  moat  free  and  ample  manner. 
It  ought  to  be  ao  diKuaied.  It  waa  inthi*  mode  that 
genllemenof  all  parti ei^  and  of  no  party,  (ifanyiuch 
there  were,)  would  have  every  facility  for  a'  full  diicua- 

Tbe  qiieation  waa  then  taken  on  the  latt  motion,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  count. 

So  tbe  bill  waa  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Wbok  on  lb*  (tate  of  the  Union. 


On  motioit  of  Mr.  CAUBRELENG,  tbe  Houae  then 
took  up,  for  »  third  reading,  the  engroeaed  bill  from  the 
Senate,  aa  amended  by  the  Houae,  "for  tbe  relief  of  ths 
■ufferer*  by  the  fire  in  the  ci(y  of  New  York." 

Ur.  FEARCE,  of  Rhode  Iiland,  addreaaed  the  Houae 
at  great  lengh  in  oppoaition  to  the  whole  bill,  and 
reviewed  the  varioua  argumenta  and  precedenUthat  had 
been  urged  and  adduced  in  iti  tupport.  Before  Mr.  P. 
had  concluded,  he  gave  way  to  Hr.  BOULDIN,  on 
who**  motion  the  Houae  adjourned. 


PBIDAI,  FiBMCABT  26. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The   Houae  retumed  the  contideralion  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Election*  on  the  conleited  eleolion 
from  North  Carolina. 

The  SPEAKER  aUted  the  queation  to  be,  fim,  on 
making  the  report  thcipecial  order  for  Wedneiday  next, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  U.  SxarixD  being  undemood 
by  the  Chair  to  have  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BHKPARD  reminded  Ihe  Chair  that  he  had  not    - 
withdrawn  hii    motion,  although  he  had  intimated  an 
intention  of  10  doing. 

The  CHAIR  laid  that  Ihe  journal  *o  itatedi  and  it 
waa  alio  Ilia  own  ioipreiaion  that  the  gentleman  bad 
withdrawn  hii  motion.  Tbe  journal  could,  however, 
be  corrected. 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  aaid,  when  he  made  llie  mo- 
tion to  poilpone  the  lubjeot  for  three  week),  he  did  to 
becauae  the  Chair  wai  about  to  put  the  queation  on 
Ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Qotd] 
to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wedneiday  next. 
He  feltteniiblethat  it  wai  impoiaible,  in  that  ihoTt  apace 
of  time,  for  gentlemen  to  give  the  documenta  that  care- 
ful examination  which  they  reqriircd,  to  come  to  a  cor- 
reel  deeiiion.  Every  gentleman  mual  be  familiar  with 
the  difficulty  ofexaminlng  inloaucli  a  matter,  He  had, 
however,  lince  learned  from  hi*  colleague,  the  litting 
member,  that  hi*  motion  had,  in  aomedegree,  interfered 
with  thr  diipoaition  which  wa*  intenled  to  be  made  of 
the  matter.  It  appeared  that  a  gentleman  from  the 
Committee  of  Electioni  had  made  a  propoiition,  whicli 
he  undenlood  to  come  from  Ihe  minority  of  that  com- 
mittee, that  the  tubject  ilKiuId  be  recommitted  to  that 
committee,  for  the  purpoae  oftaking  furtlier  leatimony 
in  the  caie.  He  therefore  intended  to  withdraw  hi* 
propoiitionto  poatpone  for  three  weekai  but  he  did  ao 
with  the  dittinet  undentanding  that  the  litting  member 
ihould  be  permllled  to  procure  all  Ihe  leitimony  ne- 
cenary,  and  liave  hii  claim*  to  liia  leat  clearly  tialcd,  be- 
fore the  Hou*e  came  to  act  upon  it.  He  hoped  iJie 
Houie  would  lend  Ihe  matter  back  to  Ihe  committee, 
and  give  the  tilting  member  time  lo  make  out  hi*  caie 
1*  fully  ai  poiiibleiand  there  waa  nothing  Inconiistent  in 
giving  the  aubject  that  direction.  He  confeued  he  wa* 
mortified  to  hearhli  colleague  [Mr.BiauK]  lay,  that 
Ihe  litting  member  had  miirepreaenled  hii  diilrict  on 
that  floor.  Did  he  mean  that  the  silting  member  waa 
ing  the  time  ofthe  Huuie  in  unprofitable  diacusuon, 
which  aerved  only  to  fill  theeotumniof  a  filtliy  newipaper.' 
If  he  meant  to  aay  that  when  a  gentleman  came  to  ths 
Houie  of  Itepreientative*  by  the  vole  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  hi*  diitrict,  and  atleited  by  the  proper 
ifiiceri,  that  that  man  miirepreaented  hit  conitiiucnti, 
le  tbinked  God  that  he  miireprcie tiled  bii  in  Ihe  lame 
vay.  How  did  the  aitting  member  come  there?  He 
came  with  the  certificate  of  election  from  the  proper 
officers-     Then,  ifyourefuaelogive  himanopportunllr 
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charge  of  rRlaehood  upon  the  returning  nfficeri.  Mr.  S. 
n'ld  be  had  nude  theae  retiurki  with  no  undentanding 
with  the  littinit  member,  tir  with  the  memberi  on  the 
CommiltcB  of  Elections.  He  did  not  know  the  u- 
lure  of  their  reporti  ind  hehid  notthehcilityofintelleet 
of  hi*  colleague,  {Mr.  Bthum,]  to  enable  him  (o  jump 
Xo  cone  luiioni  villi  out  examination.  He  wai  willing  the 
eharaelere  of  gentlemen  there  ihould  itcnd  unimpeached 
until  Ihej  were  proved  lo  beotherwi««.  He  did  not  know 
the  nature  either  of  the  majority  or  minority  report, 
and  he  would  not  expreaa  an  opinion  in  the  cue  until 
he  could  examine  it.  Re  neither  knew  nor  cared  who 
they  aaid  WMentitledto  the  aeal;  all  he  asked  waa  that 
the  Hou«e  would  not  prejudge  it  before  the  necessary 
teilimony  could  be  procured.  Ifthe  House  took  up  (hit 
matter  at  »n  esrly  day,  it  would  deny  the  right  of  being 
heard  to  a  large  and  respectable  diilrict  of  North  Caro- 
lina) and  on  this  subject  they  ought  to  hear  every  thing. 
His  colleague  [Mr.  Btbcm]  had  told  Ihem  thatlhe  pres- 
ent subject  bad  been  before  the  House  for  four  months. 
The  House  had  not  yet  been  in  session  four  months,  and 
during  the  time  it  had  been  in  session  the  subject  was  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Election)!  and  how  could  any  one 
there  have  ascertained  any  thing  of  the  matter,  except  by 
going  before  the  committee?  And  that  would  not  have 
been  the  parliamentary  course.  It  waa  utterly  impoaiible 
to  get  the  facts  of  the  eaae  except  by  haring  time  to 
examine  it. 

Ur.  BYNUM  aaid  he  sincerely  regretted  the  course  he 
perceived  the  dlKuasion  was  likely  to  Uke.  Hia  hon- 
orable friend  and  colleague,  [Hr.  W.  B.  SasrimD,]  a  day 
or  two  aince,  expressed  aurprite  and  regret  at  the  course 
taken  in  relation  to  this  matter  i  he  must  confess  that  that 
gentleman  entertained  no  more  surprise  and  regret  at  the 
course  he  (Mr.  B.)  vai about  to  pursue,  than  he  felt  at 
the  course  and  proposition  which  that  gsnlleman  himself 
had  made.  He  then  thought,  and  he  still  thought,  that, 
upon  that  occasion,  gentlemen  had  manifested  ex 
traordinary  and  unneeeaaary  sensibility.  A  gentleman 
who  ipoke  the  other  day,  and  hia  colleague,  who  had 
Juit  aildretaei)  the  House,  had  expressed  the! 
isfament  at  a  statement  which  he  bad  made,  w 
speedy  termination  ef  that  queation.  He  thought  tbey 
had  done  him  a  little  injuatice  in  auppoiing  that  he  was 
actuated  from  any  motiTe  leas  honorable  and  patrioti' 
than  themselves.  They  had  also  done  him  injustice,  n 
doubt  unintentionally,  in  misrepresenting  his  motives  i 
respect  to  hia  colleaguej  the  sitting  member.  He  neve 
intended  to  be  understood  n  taying  that  that  gentleman 
had  nUareprctented  his  district.  What  he  had  aaid  was 
thisi  thai  if  that  gentleman  was  not  the  legitimate  Rep. 
resentative  on  that  fluor,  the  people  of  that  dialrict  had 
been  longenough  misrepresented.  He  had  not  expressed 
an  opinion,  but  heagain  repeated,  that  if  that  gentleman 
w*t  not  entitled  to  a  seat  on  that  floor,  he  had  been  long 
enough  there.  He  agreed  most  fully  with  hli  colleague, 
when  he  said  they  should  not  act  until  they  had  all  the 
light*  in  the  case  which  could  be  hadi  and  until  the 
doeumenta  were  published  and  laid  before  the  House. 
He  should  be  the  last  mail  to  urge  the  matter,  until  (he 
doeumenta  were  printed  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  erery 
member  of  the  House.  He  again  repealed  that  he  was 
astonished  at  the  remarks  of  hii  friend  on  the  right, 
[Mr.  A.  H.  SxiFfiaii,]  and  his  colleague  on  the  left 
[Ur.  W.  U.  SHlri.BD,]  when  they  endeavored  to  im- 
peach him  of  having  brought  a  charge  againit  the  sit- 
ting member.  The  simple  statement  was,  tliat  if  he  was 
not  the  legitimate  Representative,  there  had  beenaaulG- 
eiency  of  miireprcEentalion.     He  himself  waa   not  de. 


cided  upon  the  aubject;  he  wanted  to  have   more  light, 
*a  wellas  thegenllemanhimselftbut  from  whathe  ' 
underatood,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  cspren  an  i 


prediaposed  to  believe  that  the  sitting  mem- 
ucr  was  iiui  entitled  to  bit  teat. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  gentleman  wat  not  in 
order,  in  enteting  into  (he  merit*  of  the  queation  before 
the  main  question  came  up. 

Mr.  BYNUM  aaid  he  abould  endeavor  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  question  before  the  House.  He  did  believa 
that  the  motion  of  hia  collea|;uc  [Hr.  W.  B.  SsirAu] 
went  to  postpone  the  question  longer  than  wat  ab. 
aolutely  necessary  to  have  the  House  placed  in  possession 
of  ail  the  information  ncceMary.  For  that  reaaon  he  had 
opposed  that  motion,  and  still  opposed  it.  He  bad  been 
informed  by  those  who  had  converted  with  the  printers 
Id  the  House  on  the  subject,  that  the  document*  would 
be  ptdnted  and  laid  on  the  tables  within  eight  or  leo 
days)  and  they  had  alao  been  told  (hat,  when  the  doeu- 
menta were  laid  on  the  tables,  the  whole  subject  could 
be  invcaligated  in  a  few  hours.  Then,  where  could  ba 
the  necessity  for  postponing  the  subject  three  weeksf 
The  gentleman  who  had  just  taken  hi*  teat  had  made 
some  remarka  which  he  did  not  distinctly  understand. 
He  supposed  a  case,  and  supposed  that  if  he  (Mr.  B.) 
meant  to  sty  that  the  individual  who  occupied  a  aeat  on 
that  BoordidaD  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  filthy  columna 
of  a  newspaper,  that  he  had  made  an  errooeous  charge. 
He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman's  allusion,  and 
should  like  to  be  corrreclly  inlormed. 

Ur.  Vr.  B.  SHEPARD  said,  the  remarka  he  had 
made  were  general.  He  had  aaid  that  he  did  not  exact- 
ly underatand  what  hit  colleague  [Hr.  Bouk]  meant 
when  he  aaid  the  aitting  member  mitrepreaented  hia 
constituenia  on  that  floor.  He  further  said,  (hat  if  his 
colleague  meant  that  any  Individual  used  hi*  atation  there 
to  get  up  u.ielesa  discussions  and  unnscessary  squab- 
bles, to  fill  the  columns  of  H  newspaper,  Euchan  allusion 
would  make  any  gentleman  feel  uneaay  in  hit  seat. 

Mr.  BYNUH  said  he  would,  on  all  proper  occaaionr, 
express  hia  opinions:  but  aa  (o  consumption  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  he  believed  himself  and  his  colleague  were 
on  about  an  equal  footing.  He  did  not  aay,  however, 
that  he  had  conaumed  loo  much  timet  for  Hr.  B.  had 
always  heard  him  with  the  greateat  pleasure.  His  col- 
league teemed  to  regret  that  he  was  not  poatetsed  of 
the  facility  of  intellect  to  judge  of  the  present  queation 
without  time.  He  believed  that,  after  the  doeumenta 
were  printed  and  laid  on  the  tablea,  every  gentleman 
would  be  potseased  of  tuflieient  facility  of  intellect  to 
judge  of  the  case,  without  a  poilponement  of  three  or  four 
weeks.  He  believed  that  moat  of  the  information  which 
would  be  brought  in  them  waa  known  now  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  memhera  of  the  House.  Mr.  B.  would  be  the 
lait  man  in  the  House  to  do  an  act  of  injutlice  to  the  wt- 
ting  member)  Iiut  while  he  would  not  do  that  gen 
(leman  injutlice,  he  would  be  unworthy  of  maintaining 
a  aeat  on  that  floor,  was  he  to  b«  guilty  of  comrailliiig 
an  act  of  injuatice  to  the  gentleman  who  wa«  petitioning 
for  hia  Beat.  He  wasdispoaed  to  do  both  justice.  HU 
colleague  had  said  that  Ur.  B.  had  stated  (hat  the  sub- 
ject had  been  before  the  House  for  four  months.  Hr. 
B.  had  remarked  that  if  llie  mollun  wsa  made  and  car- 
ried lo  postpone  for  three  weekr,  then  it  would  have 
been  before  the  House  between  three  and  four  month*. 
He  hoped  (he  House  would  not  follow  the  example 
set  them  last  winter,  but  that  the):  would  decide  upon 
theiubjcctapeedrly.  In  the  case  of  the  Hoore  and 
Letcher  contested  election,  the  documents  were  much 
more  voluminouai  and  yet  only  one  week  wat  allowed 
for  considering  it  after  the  documents  vere  printed. 
With  regard  tu  hit  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
WiLLii«t,]  he  had  always  had  the  profoundesL  rcapect 
fur  hia  upinlonv,  and  he  approved  hit  course,  apart 
from  hit  political  vicwt;  but  it  did  appear  tobim,  that  to 
lay  that  subject  on  the  table  was  rather   undigniiied. 
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Ila  hid  looked  orer  the  jounni,  and  tud  ne*«r  Kcn 
■nj  dlipotition  mide  of  (he  report  of  ■  commitleei  but 
by  iD>kin|f  it  Ibe  order  for  a  part'iculir  diy.  Ho  be- 
lieved lh*t  the  rootion  of  the  (^ntleminfrom  New  York, 
[Ur.  Uavi,]  (o  poiipone  it  until  Tueidiy  week,  would 
allow  ample  time  to  examine  the  aubject,  and  he  hoped 
that  notion  would  prevail. 

Hr.  SHBPARD  llien  withdrew  hie  propoittion. 

Mr.  HANN,  of  New  Tork,  then  renewed  hia  notion 
to  poalpone  (be  aubject  till  Tueiday  week. 

Mr.  GRAHAU  (the  rilting  member)  beg^  to  in- 
quire if  the  pending  queation  waa  not  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  fron  New  Tork,  anember  of  Ibe  Commiltee 
oFEIeetiona,  [Hr.  Habd,]  to  reoommit. 

The  CHAIK  itated  iti«t,  under  the  thirlr^aecond  rule, 
that  molioo  gave  way  to  the  motion  to  poMpone.  I'he 
Chair  iMul  nnde  tbe  unc  decliion  a  few  d>y*  ago,  and 
in  that  opinion,  independent  of  the  rule,  up i>n  exitni na- 
tion, be  roundhimaelrBUttainrdby  the  itxp^UamenliBria. 

Mr.  GRAHAU  wai  deurouB,  be  aaid,  that  the  motion 
fubmilted  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Tcrk  [Hr.  Uimn] 
ahould  be  decided  by  the  Houie,  before  the  quealion 
waa  taken  on  the  podponeinent  to  a  given  day.  It  waa 
true,  a*  hit  colleague  who  had  Jutt  laken  hia  «»i  had  re- 
marked, that  thia  waa  an  important  ciiei  but  it  waa  more 
important  that  whenever  a  cauie  waa  about  lo  be  tried, 
it  ahould  be  tried  impartially,  in  auch  a  way  aa  to  do 
juMice  between  the  parliei,  and  to  rive  uti*bction  lo 
the  ditlrict  interetted  in  the  iaaue.  That  ww  all  he  aak- 
ed,  andnoibingmorei  and  to  which  he  humbly  conceived 
he  waienliiled,  He  would  not  aik  IheHouae  to  try  the 
oRuae  without  hearing  the  evidenee<  Tor  he  held  the 
Houae  lo  be  in  the  alluation  of  judgea  and  ji 


aefore  he  had  heard  o 


ford  ofttie 


leatimony,  to  expreai  hit  opinion.  It  would  be  aaid  he 
wu  foreBtallmg  the  verdict,  or,  at  Iraat,  (hat  he  had 
airong  prejudicea,  and  would  not  be  eonaidered  aa  com- 
petent to  give  an  impirlial  deciaion. 

Mr.  G>  aaiured  tlie  Houte  that  he  dcaired  no  delay, 
but  aought  for  juEtieei  and  be  would  give  to  the  Houie 
■  few  racli,  lo  ibow  the  inconvenience  to  which  the  ait* 
ling  nember  bad  been  aubjected.  In  the  firit  place, 
the  petitioner  waa  in  the  ailuationof  a  plaintiff  in  a  court 
(,r  juatice,  who  waa  neceaaarily  in  advance  of  the  defen- 
dant with  hia  teatimon]',  and  could  not  be  taken  by  aur- 
priae.  The  defendant,  like  the  aiitlng  member  in  the 
preaent  cate,  had  no  opportunity  of  knowiTig  what  tea- 
limony  be  ahould  have  lo  hunt  up,  nor  what  he  ahould 
have  to  make  replication  lo.  Now,  the  elcctiona  in 
North  Carolina  were  held  on  the  aecond  Thuraday  in 
August.  The  petitioner  (Mr.  Newland)  beingoneol'^the 
three  candidate*  before  the  people,  did  not  give  the  ait- 
ting  metnbcr  notice  until  iheaecondday  of  October  of 
hia  intention  to  eonteat  the  teat,  having  had  nearly  two 
monlha  lo  aaccrtain,  aa  well  aa  he  could,  Ihe  nature  and 
character  of  hia  reatinony.  Before  that  be  did  not  thirk 
proper  lo  Uke  any  aUnd,  contrary  to  the  general  rule 
of  conteatedelecliona,  where  notice  waa  very  often  given 
at  the  moment,  though  they  were  afterwarda  abandoned. 
Tbeaitlingmemberdid  nol  deem  it  hia  duty  lo  take  any 
active  atepa  until  the  petitioner  had  commenced  taking 
hia  drpoaitiona.  On  Thuraday,  Ihe  29lh  Oclober,  the 
petitioner  commenced,  and  continued  through  Thuraday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday.  He  then  went  to  another  place, 
thirty-eight  milea  ofl,  and  commenced  taking  depoaitiona 
on  the  Monday  following,  continuing  through  Tueaday, 
Wedneaday,  and  Thuraday.  The  noticea  were  >o  ar- 
ranged that  the  aittinx  member  attended  with  the  peti- 
tioner. He  then  received  a  notice  to  attend  aome  aiily- 
•even  or  ^ly-eight  milea  on  Ihe  Monday  following)  and 
h«  attended  accmdingly. 


Mr.  BYNUM  begged  to  inquire  If  it  waa  In'order  for 
hia  colleague  to  go  into  a  detailed  atatement  of  the  caie 
Mthat  atage  of  tbe  proceeding' 

Tbe  CHAIR  replied  that,  though  the  nerita  of  the 
queatioB  were  not  open,  the  gentleman  had  a  right  to 
atate  the  grounda  upon  which  he  urged  that  the  Houfa 
ahould  not  poatpone  the  aubject  to  a  day  certain,  or  why 
he  deaired  further  time,  with  a  view  that  the  Houte 
should  act  on  the  motion  to  commit. 

Hr.  BITNUM  would  then  aak  if  it  would  not  be  an  act 
of  Juatice  Id  admit  Ihe  petitioner  to  a  teat  on  lh«  floor, 
either  in  peraon  or  by  countcl,  to  replyto  the  ttatementi 
made  by  the  gentleman  himtelf,  which,  il  wu  evldeiit, 
muat  be  prejudicial  to  Che  petil loner P 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  tb*t  was  a  natter  for  the  de- 
ciaion of  Ihe  Houte. 

Hr.  GKAHAH  proceeded.  He  waa  about  to  atate  tbw 
reatona,and  he  wu  borne  out  by  the  facta,  why  thetitting 
member  ahould  have  an  opportunity  of  placing  the  whole 
evidence  before  Ihe  Houte. 

The  depoaitioM  commenced  on  Ihe  99th  of  October, 
and  continued  atrp  by  itep,  day  after  day,  in  eonatant 
Bucceaaion,  keeping  the  altting  member  In  a  eonatant  at- 
tendance for  upwardt  of  twenty  dayi,  until  he  wat  eoU' 
pelted  to  lake  nia  departure  for  WaahinRton  city. 

The  Mountain  diatrict,  which  Mr.  G.  had  Ihe  honor  lo 
repreaent,  wat  not  only  one  of  Ihe  moat  populoua  In 
point  of  number*,  but,  for  eiient  of  territory,  waa  pcrhapi 
the  largeat  in  the  United  Slatea.  The  population  waa 
aparaei  but  the  diatrict  waa  nearlv  two  hundred  mile* 
in  length,  and  about  eighty  or  ninety  in  width,  being 
ahaped  like  a  malt.  Now,  how  waa  it  poatible  for  mortal 
man  to  have  travelled  over  Ihi*  whole  space,  and  collect 
and  inveatigaletesti[nany,in  toshort  a  limef  Thiswae 
one  reason  why,  in  juatice,  he  Mked  for  fiirlher  lime  to 
enable  him  lo  lay  the  whole  of  Ihe  evidence  before  Iha 

Mr.  G.  then  entered  into  a  lengthy  atatenwnt  of  the 
procecdinga  before  ilie  Committee  of  Eleclloni  on  ihe 
aubject  of  a  proleat  he  had  offered,  and  of  hi*  applica- 
tion lo  be  heard  on  the  principlea  of  <  hit  paper.  Prom 
the  Chriatmaa  holydaya  he  had  heard  nothing  from  tho 
committee,  until  about  the  IJth  or  lOlli  of  January, 
when  the  committee  assembled,  and  deaired  to  know  if 
the  parties  had  sny  thing  further  to  say.  I'he  sitting 
member  then  Informed  Ihetn  tliKt  he  had  anzlDiuly  and 
confidently  hoped  tliat  hit  proteit  would  havebeen  pan- 
rd  upon,  'and  an  extension  of  time  given  him  to  collect 
further  letlimony.  Some  time  after wardi  he  wat  nollRed 
by  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee  that  further  time 
would  nol  be  allowed,  and  Mr.  G.  auppoted  he  bad  then 
no  right  lo  make  Ihe  motion  in  the  House,  becauae  It  had 
referred  the  whole  aubject  lo  Ihe  committee.  These 
were  aubatantially  the  facia  upon  which  he  grouitded  hii 
appeal  to  the  Houae,  that  further  time  aliould  be  given 
him  to  lake  depoaitiona. 

Mr.  HOWARD  detlred  to  make  an  inquiry  oftba 
commiltee,  the  neceiaity  ofwbich  aprung  from  the  re- 
marka  of  the  gentleman  who  had  Juat  taken  hia  scat,  ft 
wit  proper  that  Ihe  inquiry  ahould  be  made  and  prompt. 
ly  inawered,  becauae  aomething  like  ceniure  bad  been 
imputed  to  the  commiltee.  A  report  had  been  brought 
in  from  a  alanding  committee  of  the  Houte,  after  two 
montha  of  inquiryi  and  upon  ihe  very  aameday  that  that 
report  wat  brought  in,  Ihe  Houte  waa  called  upon  to 
grant  further  time  to  Uke  depotiiioiu.  From  the  re* 
marka  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Gba> 
BAH,]  it  appeared  thit,  on  ihe  15ih  or  16lh  of  January 
last,  he  applied  lo  Ihat  commiltee  for  the  privilege  he 
tlien  lought  to  obtain  at  the  handaof  the  Houae.  Now, 
if  tbe  Houae  ahould  undertake  to  grant  that  time,  it 
atruck  Mr.  H.  thai  il  would  be  entertaining  an  ippell 
from  the  deci«on  of  thai  committee,  ind  rcTcning  it* 
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opinion*.  Thev  would  be  cuting  >n  implied  cenwre 
upon  the  comoiittee,  for  refiuinK  >o  do,  xfitr  nulure  dc- 
liberttion,  what  the  Houie  itMlf  nw  fit  to  do  the  mo- 
ment it  «u  called  upon. 

The  inquirj  Mr.  U.  denred  to  make  wai  this:  He 
wiibed  to  know  from  the  committee,  what  were  their 
reuons  for  refuaing,  about  the  19t!i  or  16lh  of  Januiry, 
farther  time  to  the  aiding  member  to  take  depoutions? 
Being  hiniMir  aho^l her  ignorant  d£  the  merita  of  the 
caae,  and  aniioua  to  keep  bimaelf  «o  until  he  v«b  in  poa- 
BeMionaflbe  teatimony,  he  put  (bis  inquiry,  in  order  that 
he  might  judp  if  tbe  eommittee  had  erred  or  not  in  re- 
fusing to  gtmnt  what  the  Houae  wat  then  called  upon 

Mr.  BOYD,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Ur.  llowAmn,]  and  (o  the  remarks  of  the 
aitting  member,  aaid  he  had  toalatetbatthe  evidence  be- 
fore the,  eommitlee  ahowed.  that  the  petitioner  gave 
notice,  sixty-iis  daya  before  tbe  meeting  of  Congteaa,  of 
hi«  inienlion  lo  contest  the  election  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber. It  was  true,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  that  tbe  first  deposition*  were  taken  on 
the  39ib  of  Ocloberi  and  from  that  time  up  to  (he  meet- 
ing of  Congreai  the  partiea  were^each  engaged  in  taking 
depnntionsi  and  asto  (lie  inconvenience  complained  of 
by  tlie  sitting  member,  that  he  waa  notified  (o  (ake  de- 
positions al  one  point  to-day,  and  at  another  aeventy 
mites  distant  to-morrow,  Mr.  B.  had  only  to  my  thit 
that  inconvenience,  if  it  could  be  called  such,  operated 
reciprocdly.  The  fact  was,  each  of  the  gentlemen  at- 
tended, either  by  themiclves  or  h;  iheir  agents,  all  the 
kppoinlmenta  for  taking  dtposidonii  and  ihey  examined 
and  croas-esamined  all  the  witneaiea,  except  in  one  soli- 
tary inaUneC)  and  in  (hat  ease  the  titling  member,  who 
Allied  to  attend,  bad  (wenty-four  or  five  days'  notice 
given  him.  The  committee  thouKht  an  equal  opporlu- 
nlly  had  been  ([iven  (he  partiea  for  taking  testimony, 
and  that  slzty-aiz  days  wa*  a  suflicient  (ima  to  collect  .all 
the  evidence  iweenary  (o  enable  (hat  House.to  deter- 
mine who  wM  entitled  to  tlie  contested  seat.  These 
were  some  of  the  reason*  which  induced  tbe  committee 
I  to  reject  (be  application  of  the  sitting  member  for  time 
(o  take  additional  testimony.  It  seenHd  to  Mr.  B.  nn- 
gular  (hat  xentlemen  who  (bought  further  time  should 
be  given  lor  taking  testimony  uiould  be  found  also  urg- 
ing the  propriety  of  putting  ofT  the  examination  of  (be 
whole  subject  for  mare  than  (hree  weeka.  Ought  they 
not  rather,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  join  in  miking  (hlssubject  the 
special  order  of  (he  day  for  Wednesday  nex(,  or  aome 
other  early  day,  that  we  msy  act  so  soon  a*  (he  testimony 
is  printedand  laid  upon  our  tablet'  Thia  courae  aeemed 
to  bim  to  be  the  proper  one,  unlett  gentlemen  were  dis- 
poted  to  set  widiout  evidence,  except  such  at  should  be 
furnished  by  (he  sitting  member  snd  the  individual 
members  of  the  committee.  He,  Mr.  B.,  had  no  feeling 
on  (hia  subjecl(  and  in  the  whole  .invealigadon  of  (his 
case  he  had  been  influenced  alone  by  a  deaire  to  do 
justice  to  all  concerned,  and  he  had  no  doubt  all  the 
members  ofthe  eommitlee  had  been  actuated  by  a  limi- 

Mr.  HARD  merely  wished  to  remark,  in  answer  to  the 
geodeman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Botd,]  thai  the  minority 
ofthe  committee  desired  to  put  thismatteroff.  He  slto 
wished  to  explain  why  he  had  tubmitled  hi*  motion  (o 
recommit.  It  would  be  recollected  that  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  made  this  report  ofthe  majority 
of  (becommittee,  the  sittlRg  memberobtaiifed  the  unsn- 
imou*  conaent  of  the  House  to  submit  hit  protest,  and  it 
wat  alto  unanimously  ordered  to  be  printed,  snd  Mr. 
H.  had  supposed  that  (hat  paper  furnished  subjeci-mit- 
ter  upon  which  the  House  could  act.  With  that  virw, 
he  bad  lubmitted  the  motion  thtt  the  prayer  or  spplics- 
tionufthe  titling  member  might  b«  grtnted.  I (  also 
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then  occurred  to  him  and  he  tlill  believed  (hat  motion 
to  be  In  order,  the  House  having  granted  ihelr  consent 
(hat  he  should  auhmlt  his  applicaiioni  and  he  ihould  still 
insist  upon  hia  motion,  and  renew  it,  (hat  (he  silling 
member  havefurther  lime  to  make  an  examination  of  tha 

Mr.  BOYD  again  rose,  but  the  Spesker  announced 
(hs(  (he  hour  devoted  (o  morning  business  hsd  expired. 

Mr.  RENCHER  remarked  that  i(  was  exceedingly 
important  that  (his  subject  should  be  promptly  decidedi 
and,  in  order  to  effect  that  object,  he  moved  that  tb« 
rules  of  (he  House  be  suspended,  with  a  view  to  m*k« 
tome  disposi  lion  of  it|  but  the  motion  was  rejected:  Ayes 
105,  noes  SB— not  two-thirdi  voting  in  (he  afflrmallve. 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG  (hen  made  a  similar  molion,  with 
a  view  to  proceed  to  Ihe  consideration  of  the  unBnisbed 
business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  for  thb  relief  of  the 
sutferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  Vark)  which  w— 
lost  without  a  count. 

JESSE  SMITH  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  c^nilderation  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jesse  Smith  and  others. 

Mr.  OWENS  concluded  the  remarks  against  the  bill, 
which  he  had  commenced  on  a  former  day. 

ThebillwasfurlberadrocatedbyMr.WlllTTLESBr, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  CRAIO|  when 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  (he  previous  question)  snd,  upon 
seconding  (he  same,  there  appeared:  Ayes  79,  noet  31. 
No  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a  call  of 
the  Houset  which  wsa  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll)  but,  before  the 
same  was  gone  through  with, 

Mr.  GARLAND  moved  to  suspend  further  proceeding* 
under  the  call;  which  wa*  agreed  lo:  Ayes  79,  noes  53. 

The  previous  question  was  (hen  aeconded:  Ayes  95, 
noes  no[  counted. 

The  question  ■■  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  putM' 
wai  decided  in  the  sfllrmative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the  yetw 
and  ntvs  on  ihe  paasaf^e  ofthe  bill)  srhich  were  onler- 
ed,andwere:  Yeas  111,  nays 7S. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

HEIRS  .OF  JAHB3  LATHAM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  PaiLiira  in  (ha  chair,  upon  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  (he  heirs  of  James  La(ham,  deceased. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  heira  of  James  Latham  be 
permitted  to  enter  a  quarter  aecdon  of  land,  by  virtue  of 
a  pre-emption,  in  Ihe  State  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Vistov,  of 
Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  restricting  the  entry 
to  (he  location  of  such  lands  as  are  now  in  the  market.] 

Mr.  MAY  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as  follows.- 

Mr.  Chairmsn:  The  oppnsillon  of  (be  gendeman  frotn 
Ohio  [Mr.  Vimtor}  to  (be  bill  now  under  conti derail oi\ 
iaby  no  meant  unexpected;  fori  have  yet  (osee  tbe  first 
initance  in  which  (hat  gentleman  hu  failed  to  exert  hia 
influence  to  defeat  every  measure  connected  with  a 
libersl  disposiiion  of  any  portion  ofthe  public  lands,  et- 
pecially  if  such  disposition  were  likely  (o  confrr  upon 
the  people  of  the  West  the  alightest  benrlit.  Sir,  liad 
the  gentleman  been  only  a  few  moments  tince  as  solicit- 
ous to  guard  the  Treasury  at  he  now  is  (o  preserve  the 
public  lands,  he  would  have  voted  with  me  against  tho 
allowance  ofa  claim  of  30,000  dollars  which  has  jusi  pan- 
edthis  House  in  the  shape  ofa  bill.  But,  whilitclaima 
for  large  amounta  against  the  Government  are  received 
and  favorably  considered  by  this  House,  the  juit  claima 
of  the  people  ofthe  West  to  land,  however  limited  in 
quantity  and  (rifling  in  amounl,  are  resisted  with  ■"  op. 
position  ofthe  moX  determined  chancier.     Sir,  I  shall 
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not  treipwi  longer  upon  th«  lime  and  iltention  oflhU 
Boiue  (tuM  wnf  be  neceoat?  britfiy  to  cipliin  the 
nalure  and  origin  of  the  claim  upon  whieb  ihii  bill  ii 
predicated,  and  tlie  reaaoni   that  influenced  the  Com- 
nitlce  OB  Private  I^nd  Claimito  report  it  to  the  Hauie. 
Thia  claim  bai  been  twice  acted  upon  by  the  committee, 
'And  on  each  occaaion  there  wai  no  difference  of  opinign 
•nMng  tbam  aa  to  the  proprielj  of  gnnting  relief.    Laat 
jrcar  a  ImU  aimllar  to  the  one  now  under  coniidention 
wai  reported  and  paiaed  the  Houie,  but,  for  the  want  of 
time  akme,  failed  in  the  Senate. 

Bj  fcference  to  an  act  of  Congreaa,  paiKd  on  the 
Ah  dar  of  Febniar;,  1813,  it  will  be  aeen  that  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  160  acre*  of  land  wm,  upon  eerliln 
•ondiLiona,  grantrd  to  every  aeltlcr  upon   the  public 
butda  rending  within  the  limiti  of  the  two  land  diatricia 
cetablithed  at  Vincennea  and  Kaikaikia,  for  the  Trrrilory 
•f  Illinoii.     The  rcgiiter  and  receiver  at  Vlncennei, 
when  called  upon  to  act  under  thii  Uw,  refiiaed  tn  allow 
the  right  or  pre-emption  to  certain  p«r>on>,  as  not  being 
within  thrbountlarin  of  the  land  diitrict  at  Vincennet. 
Thia  decinon  wai  afterward!  found  to  be  erroneou*,  and 
Congren,  to  remedy  the  hirdihipt  endureil  by  Ibe  set- 
tier*,  tbui  improperly  denied  the  right  of  prc'cmption 
by  the  deeiiloif  of  the  land  oHtcera,  paiied      <----•-- 

...1  _>■.....  ...~.    ..  .Haucii  perion; 

I  intended  to  be  cc 

,  1813,  to  appear  before  the 

.   „     .  ,  and  upon  their  makinff  proof  that 

they  would  hive  been  entitled  to  the  ripht  of  pre-emp- 
tioa  under  the  former  law,  hid  that  law  been  correctly 
conilrued,  and  that  they  had  not  purehiard  the  land 
claimed  bjr  them,  either  it  public  nie  or  prirate  entry, 
the  rrgiiter  wai  aiilhciriied  to  iuue  a  certiRcHte  in  (iivor 
of  luch  per«nna,  aetting  forth  the  fact  ofsiicb  proof  hav- 
ing been  madeg  and  upon  the  produclion  of  (uch  certifi- 
cate at  any  Und  ofRcc  in  the  State  of  lllinoi',  the  origi- 
nal pre-emptor,  or  hi*  Irnl  leprrientative,  wh  entitled 
tDCnterl60aereioranyoriheland«oriheOniledSI>tealy- 
ing  witliin the  limiliol  the  Stiteol  Illinnii,  which  had  been 
lurveyed  prior  to  the  lit  of  September,  1S30,  whether 
the  aame  had  been  iifPered  at  public  ule  or  not.  Biicli, 
1  the  origin  of  what  ii  called  the  Tmceni 
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ted  by  Jimei  Latham  in  hia  lifelime.  For  the  period  of 
almoat  aeren  yeara  after  ihii  tract  of  land  waa  pu^cha^ed 
by  Lalhani,  although  the  Commiaaioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  waa  often  urged  lo  inue  K  patt-nt  in  <K*nr  of 
the  purchaaer,  be  refuted  to  Oo  ao.  Thia  refiiial  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  recngniae  the  validity  (if  tlie 
aalcoFtheland  waa  produced  by  the  county  coniniiwioner* 
of  Peoria  county,  who  made  application  lo  pnrchaae  the 
atme  land  for  county  purpow*.  under  the  general  pre- 
emption law  of  36ih  May,  ISS4.  The  land  nfficen  at 
Bpringfield  rejected  the  application  orthe  cnmmluionen 
of  Peoria  county  to  purchase  the  lind,  and  it  remained 
In  thia  tituaiion  till  Congreat,  on  the  3d  March,  1833, 
paated  an  act  by  which  the  county  eomminionera  were 
authorized  to  enter  the  land,  iubject  to  the  claim  of  La- 
tham'a  heira.  Had  the  Commiaaioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  decided  within  a  rnionable  lime  tile  entry  made 
by  Latham  to  have  been  te|;al  or  illegal,  which  he  waa 
urged  to  do,  Lai  ham  would  have  acquieaced,  fur  he  then 
could  have  aelected  other  landi  equal,  oratleaat  but  little 
Inferior  invalue,  to  the  tract  of  which  be  has  been  depri- 
ved. Bui  by  reaaon  of  the  great  delay  on  the  part  of 
the  Comftiitaioner  to  nuke  any  decitiun  in  tlie  eaae.  La. 
tbam  loatsll  opportunity  of  locating  other  landa,  laalmual 
■It  of  th^public  landa  which  were  aiirvejrd  prior  to  the 
lat  of  September,  laSO,  were  offered  at  pubhc  ule,  and 
•ubject  to  private  entry  befora  the  heira  ofLalham  at- 
MrtaJntd  tlut  tbcj  would  not  be  pcraitted  to  bold  llw 


land  acquired  by  then,  without  a  towinit.  Sir,  woold 
the  paaage  ot  thia  bill  eonfer  upon  the  hein  of  Lkthaa 
any  greater  or  higher  privilege  than  tbcy  enjoyed  at  tba 
time  of  the  location  of  the  tr»cl  enbraeing  Peoriaf  I 
undertake  to  aay  that  it  would  not.  The  bill  propoaei 
only  to  give  then  the  right  to  aelect  from  any  of  the  pub- 
lic Undain  iUinoia  wbich  mnnow  beaurveyed,  a  quan- 
tity of  land  not  ezecediag  160  acre*,  by  paying  to  tb« 
Oovemnent  the  tniiumum  price  of  aaki  hDda. 

It  ia  weH  known  that  there  are  but  law  towndiipt  of 
aurveyed  landa  now  in  llfinoii,  which  have  not  been  of- 
fered at  public  aatei  and  in  tfaoae  few,  iKiet  of  Ibe  valua- 
ble land*  have  already  been  taken  by  float*,  under  lh« 
pre-emption  law  of  1834.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  TiHTon]  expreaae*  hi*  appreheniioiw  that  tlie  prea- 
ent  bill,  if  it  became  a  law,  will  enable  the  heira  of  La- 
tham to  looaie  mineral  landa,  idl  apringa,  or  aituaiion* 
embracing  water  privilege!.  Sir,  1  am  greatly  aurpriaed 
that  tlie  gentleman,  ooming,  aa  he  doei,  from  a  State  rn 
which  the  public  landa  are  liluated,  ahould  poaaea*  au  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  the  tubject  upon  which  he  haaqioken. 
Doei  not  the  gentleman  know  that  all  mineral  landa,  aa 
well  aa  aali  apringa,  are  exprcady  retcrved  from  aale,  and 
are  not  aubjeet  to  locatinn*  But  if  aucb  were  not  llto 
fact,  atill  the  pavage  of  thia  bill  would  not  enable  the 
heira  of  Latham  to  obtain,  by  their  location,  either  n^ne- 
n)  land*  or  aalt  apringai  for  the  mineral  land)  lying  whb- 
in  the  Slate  of  lllinoia  are  yet  unaurveyed,  nor  ia  tl  be- 
lieved that  aalt  water  it  any  where  to  be  found  upon 
anv  landi  of  the  United  Sutca  in  lllinoi*,  not  heretofora 
of^red  at  public  tale. 

Tlie  gentleman  ba«  alluded  to  the  claim  of  an  individ- 
ual lo  the  tract  uf  land  embracing  Port  Dearborn.  Sir, 
the  gentleman*a  objeot  cannot  be  miataken.  By  refer- 
ring lo  the  claim,  and  value  of  the  land,  a  prrjudiee  ia 
■ought  to  be  created  tgainat  the  beir*  of  Latham.  It  ia 
nut  my  purpiMe  now  to  enter  into  any  diicuiainn  on  t(i« 
meriia  of  the  claim  tn  the  tract  of  land  embraoing  Fort 
Dearborn.  The  deciaion  of  that  qiieatiun  belongs  lo 
Nnulher  iribunali  but  I  feel  conttrained  to  repel  th« 
alandcrout  inainuation,  made  egaintt  the  claimant  of  that 
tract,  who  ha*  been  repreaeiited  by  the  gentleman  fron 
Uhiu  to  be  a  poM-  dealer  in  whiakey.  Thia,  iir,  it  not 
the  fact!  Mr,  Ueiubien,  alihoiigh  not  rich  enough  per- 
hapa  lo  command  thereapeot  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
it  not  a  dealer  in  whiakey.  Hail  thia  property  fallen 
into  the  handa  of  aome  rich  tpeciilalor,  perliipt  tha 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  hare  regarded  It  with 
greater  compLcency.  Sir,  it  it  painful  to  wilneatth* 
narrow-minded,  contracted  policy,  on  tlie  part  of  aomc 
mtmbert  of  thii  Houie,  in  reLtion  to  any  liberal  diapo- 
tition  of  the  pobhc  domain.  1'he  people  of  the  Wett 
Itave  been  again  and  again  tligmailled  on  thit  fluor  aa 
land-piratea  and  rcbbert.  Sir,  if  Iheapplicatiim  of  thee* 
opprobriuuaepitlielaaretobeindulgedin,  itianot  dlHiciilt 
tu  fiireaee  the  reaull.  It  muit,  in  the  nature  of  ibinge, 
tend  to  ilieiiaie  the  feelinga  and  afreet ioni  ofthepcnple 
of  the  new  Slatea  from  thote  of  the  older  memben  of 
the  confrderacy.  The  people  of  the  Weal  rejoice  in  tba 
protperity  of  their  Atlantic  brethreni  they  murmur  not 
■t  the  vaat  eipendiiuret  of  public  money,  aniiually 
made,  forthe  pruleciion  ofthelr  commerce,  the  improve- 
ment of  their  harbari,  tud  the  forlifloatlon  of  their  aea. 
board)  but  while auch  enormnua  aumtof  the  revenue  of 
the  natiun  are  tliua  expended,  they  confidently  expect 
wanta  will  enliit  tlie  tympatliic 
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all  da  they  expect  to  havehiirird  at  them,  wli( 
urging  ihote  want*  upon  the  cuniidrratiun  of 
epitlieta  which  belong  quite  at  much  to  thui 
them  It  lo  thiite  tu  whom  they  are  applied. 
Sir,  the  only  land.pintea  known  in  Illinoii 
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■ndvho,  tn  lh«abKnceofpn-«mpttonUwi,  tMenabted 
topurihue  the  imprDTcrnentaof  the  honest  HUler  with- 
tMit  renderinf;  h'lm  therefor  any  equivalent  whatever. 

Sir,  the  pntleinan  from  Ohio  telli  ue  that  if  Latluia's 
faeir«  hare  acquired  any  riirht  to  (he  land  embraclnp  the 
prcaent  town  of  Peorii,  ibeir  claim  hei  not  been  im- 
paired bytheaction  orCongreH,  in  painngalaw  authori- 
■inf  the  entry  of  the  ume  [and  by  the  county  eommia- 
•ioneriof  Peoria  county.  The  hein  themielret thou^ltt 
differenllyt  at  leail,  they  taw  noproapect  of  maintaining 
Hieirrigblt,  wftbout  ■  kii^,  tcdioui,  and  vez»tiou*1*wMiil; 
lh«  peat  expenae  of  whidi  Ihey  were  not  well  qmJifled  to 
Mpporliand  ttCongrcM,  by  ila  lepalation,  baa  left  then 
IM  other  alter^Mtivelban  a  laviuil,  nr  an  abandonment  of 
Uicir  juit  ri|^ita,  it  wouM  be  Mtai^e  indeed  iflhey  would 
■dd  to  their  injuiticeby  refuainf  to  paai  the  prcKnt  bill. 
The  wild  landa  in  lllinoia  are  «rt>maied  far  beyond  their 
real  value.  It  \t  only  when  thee*  landg  are  oultivated 
•nd  improved  by  what  lome  term  the  aquattera,  that  they 
cooinund  more  than  the  minimum  price  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment. I^ere  il  not  an  inatince  within  my  knoivledlK 
where  any  of  the  public  land*  in  Illinoii  have  lold  for 
more  than  (I  35  per  aore,  except  at  Ihe  nlea  orthe  pub. 
lie  landait  Chica^in  Junelait,  whenaomeof  ihoteluidt 


mil  and  Michipn  canaltoldinafewinaianceiforfromS 
to  4  dollar*  per  acre.  It  cannot,  then,  be  inta^ned  that 
Ihe  hcin  of  Latham  are  li  kely  to  re«li>e  any  great  advan. 
from  the  paaaageef  ibi«  bill. 

Sir,  Ictui  now  cDn«dcr  for  a  moment  the  character 
of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  thiabill-  In  that  amendment  he  propoaeato  allow  the 
heirt  of  Latham  to  looate  their  tloU  upon  any  landa  which 
are  now  aubjecttopri We  entry.  Would  auch  an  amend' 
mrnt  confer  any  privilege  upon  Lilliam'a  heira  which 
they  do  not  already  enjoy,  and  which  H  not  poiaetted  by 
every  man  in  the  Union'  Doeinot  Ihe^ntleman  know 
that  it  requirea  no  additional  legiatation  to  enable  the 
heirs  of  Latham  or  any  other  person  to  purehaie  as  much 
hnd  ai   they  have  money  to  pay  for  at  private  entry' 


already^  Sir,  I  hope  the  Haute  will  at  least  save  them- 
■elves  from  the  imputation  of  folly  togroai  as  that  of  au- 
thorizing, by  Ihe  enactment  of  a  ipecial  law>  petscntto 
do  that  which  Ihey  now  have  the  right  to  do  withoot 
additional  legitlation.  But,  air,  the  amendment  offered 
to  Ihe  bill  propoaea.  Instead  of  conferring  a  privilei^,  to 
deprive  ih«  heirs  of  Latham  of  a  right  Ihey  already 
pDMeit— a  right  secured  to  tliem  under  Ihe  act  of  llth 
Majr,  leso,  towfaieh  Ihavealready  alluded,  and  in  vhlue 
of  which  they  can  now  locate  their  claim  upon  any  of 
the  landa  of  the  United  Stale*  in  llliTtois  which  may 
have  been  aurreyed  prior  to  the  1*1  of  September,  1830. 
But,  Hr.  Ghairinan,  I  hare  already  detained  the  House 
longer  than  I  had  intended,  and  I  shilt  conclude  by  ex- 
pre*«ng  the  hope  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  miy  not  be  adopted. 

After  taking  up  and  considering  some  other  bills,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill,  with  an  amcnd- 
aenti  and  the  House  adjourned. 

SaTitajtkr,  Puan^Bt  ST. 

CONTESTED  ELECTtOK. 
After  aeveral  unaucceaiful  attempts  by  membera  to 
procure  a  suipcnsion  of  the  rules,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting petiilsn*,  the  llouae  resumed  Ihe  eonnderatioa 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Eleclian^  against  the 
silting  member,  [Ur.  Ga*u>,]  on  the  subject  of  the 
North  Carolina  contested  electioni  two  motions  jiendingi 


one  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  next 
Wedneadiy,  and  make  It  the  special  order  for  that  dayi 
and  the  motion  of  Hr.  Hua,  of  New  Tork,  to  postpone 
it  to  Tueaday  werk. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  Mid  he  understood  Ihe  question 
now  before  the  Hou«e  to  be  a  motion  to  fix  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  consideration  of  ihe  report  presented  bytha 
Committee  of  Eleciiont,  and  he  alto  understood  ttiat 
the  silling  member,  [Hr.  Obabax,]  and  other  faonorabte 
gentlemen,  contended  that  the  sitting  member  ought  to 
have  longer  time  for  Iheuking  of  tcalimutyiand  he  had . 
already  heard  of  a  motion  to  recommit  Ihi*  ease  to  the 
Commiitee  of  Eleotiona,  to  the  end  that  he  might  have 
further  time.  He  was  for  taking  up  the  case  after  the 
lapse  of  the  siiortett  period  of  time  irilhin  which  Iha 
testimony  and  report  could  be  printed,  and  gentlemen 
could  poasnssthemselves  of  Ihe  caae. 

The  prominent  fact!  of  this  Cose,  as  he  had  heard  them 
from  gentlemen  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Elecltona,  who  tiad 
addreiied  the  House  yesterday,  and  alio  from  the  Mttin^ 
member,  were  theiei  In  October  last,  and  more  than 
aixty  days  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  the  petitioner  gave  notice  to  th« 
sitting  member  that  he  would  contest  his  right  lo  a  seat 
in  this  House:  llie  parties  some  time  aflerward*  took 
tesllmonyi  the  pelitloner  cams  here  with  hia  petitioiH 
and  it  wai  referred  to  the  Commiitee  of  Bleclionfc 
Thev  proceeded  to  act  upon  the  case,  and  about  tb* 
middle  of  January,  and  after  more  than  six  weeks  bad 
elapsed  aince  the  oommitlee  had  entered  upon  the  ease, 
the  sitting  member  applied  to  the  committee  for  furtbap 
lime  lo  take  leitimonj.  The  committee  refuaed  to  gire 
auch  tltne,  and  have  reported  to  ua  that  the  petitioner 
is  entitled  to  h'n  seat  IIk  sitting  member  hu  ad- 
dressed to  us  a  paper.  In  Ihe  shape  of  a  petilioni  hr 
further  time  to  take  testimony. 

He  humbly  eonceived  that  this  application  could 
not  be  granted,  coniistenlly  with  the  right*  of  the  peti- 
tioner, ami,  what  were  more  important,  the  tights  of  the 
etedors  of  the  district  to  which  the  gentleman  belonged. 
He  objected,  wholly  objected,  to  the  poaitton  urged  by  the 
honorable  aitting  member  on  yesterday,  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  commence  Uking  his  evidence  until  Ihe  peti. 
tioner  had  commenced  taking  his  testimoiw.  The  sitting 
member  wss  notl&ed  that  hit  teat  would  be  conlestedt 
he  knew  what  evidence,  what  materials,  he  could  ooi*. 
mand  to  fortify  hi*  claim  to  a  teati  and  it  was  bit  duty  to 
secure  them,  with  all  reaaonablB  diligence.  He  need 
— *  have  waited  till  after  Ihe  other  parly  bad  taken  hi* 
pienl  steps.  The  Isw  and  reaaon  in  matters  of  tht* 
d  favored  only  the  diligent.  The  sitting  member 
had  told  ui  that  hi*  district  was  vety  lat^.  Hr.  T. 
thought,  that  if  it  wa*  as  large  a*  was  represented,  aizty- 
foar  days  was,  in  all  conscience,  time  enough  to  have 
irocured  hii  testimony.  The  gentleman's  Siaiewat  very 
■rge,  bnt  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  law*  and  caurti 
ifhiaStatedid  not  require  more  than  fourteen  or  twenty 
days'  notice  of  trial  in  civil  caaes,  though  a  party  might 
'  lene*  in  the  extremett  portion  of  the  State. 
r**  not  all)  not  onlv  bad  Ihe  aitling  member 
bad  abundance  of  time  to  take  hi*  Icatlmony  befbrs  the 
meeting  of  Congre**,  but  he  was  cbsrgeable  with  most 
fotal  lacbe*  for  not  making  an  earlier  application  for  an 
extended  line  (or  taking  teatimony.  Instead  of  making 
thit  appfieation  when  the  committee  first  entered  upon 
their  duties,  it  seemed  he  had  walled  till  the  middle  of 
January,  and  then  made  Ihii  application  to  Ihe  grace  and 

r ^f  ,|„  House.     This  anpUeation,  after  this  lapse  of 

.  aa*  not  only  unprecedented,  but  he  (Hr.  V.)  had 
found  a  precedent  verv  much  against  ^lowirw  such 
indulgence.  HeberereferredtothecBseofTtUBleraoB*. 
Hungerfiird,  reported  in  abook  of  contested  eleetiona  in 
Congrett,  page  S48.   There,  the  sitting  member,  bcfare 
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reported  *  retolutian 
Houie  refiiaed  to  cone 
46  to  65.  A  motion  t 
Committee  of  Electioi 
paued  ■  rewlulion  tb*t  t 
■eat  in  this  Houte,  by  ■ 


.  euni nation  of  tbe  evidence  waigone  into,  adced  for 
le  to  take  teitimony.  The  Coaimittee  of  Eleelioni 
■  ■  D  allow  bira  further  lime.  Tbe 
ir  in  tbii  resolution,  by  a  vote  of 
)  recommit  the  subject  to  the 
s  was  lost,  and  the  Houk  then 
t  petitionei  wai  entitled  to  a 
e  of  67  to  29.  The  silting 
jlember  here,  it  will  be  perceived,  doei  not  make  out  as 
strong  a  case  as  did  (he  silting  member  in  the  case  re- 
ported. There,  thewtting  member,  before  the  eximini- 
tionofthe  case  wm  gone  iiilobyllie  commute*,  asked 
for  time  to  tike  testimony.  Here,  It  seemi  that  he 
wailed  more  than  six  weeks  before  he  made  such  applica- 
tion. What  might  be  the  consequence,  if  we  granled  the 
indulgence  here  asked  for?  Why,  a  party  miglil  first  wait 
two  or  three  monlha,  and  ipectllate  fint  upon  Ibe  chance 
of  gelling  s  faTorable  report  from  Ihe  eommitleei  and 
then,upon  ascertaining  that  the  reporl  would  be  adverse 
lo  him,  he  might  come  here  and  ask  for  and  receive 
further  time  to  take  leilimony,  and  thus  protract  the 
Anal  decision  of  the  case  till  near  tlie  end  of  the  seauon. 
There  was  a  time,  in  all  tribunal!,  when  testimony  was 
lo  be  considered  as  closedg  and  if,  after  tbe  parlies  had 
llad  sixty-fogr  days'  notice  lo  lake  evidence,  and  after 
harine  been  six  weeks  before  the  tirtl  tribunal,  (the 
committee,)  we  should  grant  an  application  lo  lake  sup- 
plements! testimony,  he  would  only  say  it  would  be 
an  initince  of  indulgence  aa  extraordinary  as  it  was  un- 
precedented. Hr.  V.  said  that  the  remarks  he  had  sub- 
mitted were  made  with  a  feeling  of  entire  kindness  and 
respect  for  the  honorable  sitting  membert  and  without 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  merits  of  tbe  ease,  or  how  he 
should  vote  on  the  merits,  he  had  felt  constrained  lo 
ny  what  he  had  said  in  relation  to  this  preliminary 

Hi.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Virginia,  begged  leave  to  make  a 
response  lo  an  inquiry  pui  ye«ler£y  by  an  honorable 
member  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  How^ui]  an  inquiry  that 
Slight  be  ekpecled  lo  come  from  every  member  disposed 
to  give  this  matter  a  candid  and  impartial  consideratiDn- 
The  inquiry  would  faedininclly  recollecled,  and  it  was 
to  Ibis  effect:  what  were  the  reasons  which  influenced 
tbe  committee,  both  the  majority  and  minority,  the 
latter  in  agreeing,  and  the  former  refusing,  to  grant 
furlber  lime  lo  take  testimony  >  Ur.  C.  would  not  sn- 
Bwer  for  others,  but  he  could  for  himself,  He  hsd 
voted  for  giving  additional  time,  fur  reasons  that  were 
perfectiv  tatiifsctory  to  hia  own  mind)  and  be  tbouglit 
be  should  be  ablo  lo  satisfy  tbe  House  that  addiliooal 
time  ought,  under  eiiating  circumatances,  indispensably 
tp  be  given,  to  advance  tbe  great  cause  of  truth  and  justice. 
It  was  iriie  that  the  petitioner  gave  Ihe  adverse  party 
MXty-aix days' notice,when, by  the laursoFNorth Carolina, 
be  might  only  have  given  thirty)  but  then  there  waa 
only  an  inlerral  of  thirty  days  from  October  the  29lh, 
till  the  lining  member  was  under  a  moral  obligation  to  set 
out  to  atteod  to  his  duties  in  Congress.  If  the  House 
would  examlnetheproccedingaof  the  parlies,  they  would 
find  that  Ihe  petitioner  had  monopolized  to  himselfalmost 
the  whole  of  the  lime,  and  left  to  the  sitting  member 
only  a  few  days  to  collect  bis  testimony.  Hr.  C.  asaimi- 
laledthe  present  case  toaauil  in  chancery,  where  further 
time,  underthesame  circumstances,  was  alwayagiveni 
and  he  earnestly  appealed  lo  the  House  to  grant  tbe 
application  of  Ihe  litting  member. 

Mr.  BOVD  regretted  tbe  difference  of  opinion  that 
existed  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  es- 
peeisUy  on  the  subject  of  the  present  Application. 
Before  he  proceeded,  he  wished,  if  wrong,  to  be  set  righi, 
and  he  be^d,  reipectfully,  to  make  an  inquiry  of  the 
honorable  cnairman  of  the  committee  [Ur.  CmaoKHX.] 
In  relation  to  the  notices  given  by  the  petitioner  to  the 


siltingmember  for  taking  leslimony,  tbegentleroan  frooi 
Virginia  and  himself  agreed,  together  wllb  four  other 
members  of  the  committee,  that  the  notice*  were  lufR- 
eienl.  He  believed  tbia  was  ao,  and  he  desired  to  know 
if  he  was  correct  or  not)  for  if  his  memory  failed  him 
in  Ihla  instance,  he  would  never  undertake  lo  recolleGt 
any  thing  again. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE repUed  that  bereoollectednot  only 
the  decision  of  the  committee,  but  also  the  words  in 
which  be  had  expressed  bis  own  opinion-  He  stated 
that  the  first  notice  wu  a  sufficient  intimation  of  the 
intention  of  tbe  petitioner  to  dispute  the  election)  and  be 
also  signified  lus  opinion  that  tbe  other  notices  were  a 
sufficient  indication  of  Ibe  intention  of  tbe  petitioner  to 
take  depontlons,  and  he  said  so  still. 

Ur.  BOYD  had  understood  the  gentleman  u  com- 
plaining Uiat  there  was  no  aorl  of  specification  in  the 
notices  given  to  the  silting  member.  He  recollected 
very  well  that  the  gentleman  said,  in  committee,  that 
it  was  necessary,  in  cases  of  contested  elections  in  the 
Stale  of  Virginia,  that  the  names  of  Ibe  voters  should 
appear  in  the  notices,  but  that  it  had  never  been  adhered 
lo  there.  They  all  agreed,  then,  thattbe  notieea  of  the 
petitioner  to  the  sitling  member  had  been  sufficienti  and 
It  was  admitted  that  the  facts  Ur.  B.  had  suted  yetf  erday, 
in  relation  to  taking  Ibe-depoMtiona,  were  alco  correct. 
The  notices  were  reciprocal,  and  equally  inconvenient 
to  both  parties)  or,  iftberewasa  balance  on  any  nde.the 
hardship  was  greatest  on  tbe  petitioner.  Ur,  B.  then 
resd,  Rl  length,  memoranda  of  the  various  notices  given 
on  both  sides,  to  prove  that  the  ulting  member  had  no 
ground  of  complaint  lo  make  on  that  head,  with  reference 
lo  the  petitioner,  but  Ihat  the  petitioner  bad  been  aub- 
ject  to  most  inconvenience  and  hardship.  It  would  be 
found,  however,  that  both  parties  attended,  eilher  by 
Ihenuelveaor  deputy,  every  meeting  except  one,  and 
that  exception  ■was  the  fault  of  ihc  aitting  member  him- 
self, who  had  received  ample  notice.  Hr.  B's  recol- 
lection also  was,  that  noUiingwasheird  about  either  party 
wanting  funhcr  time  till  ihe  testimony  wasallsubaulted- 
Then,  uould  it  have  been  reasonable,  when  the  ca«c  was 
cloied,  forthecommitteeto  allowfurlher  time?  Could  it 
be  reasonable  that  Ibe  House  should  allow  iurther  time? 
He  had  hoped  DO  discussion  would  have  arisen  before 
the  testimony  was  in  possession  of  the  House.  He  bad 
hoped  that  an  estly  day  would  have  been  fixed  for  its 
consideration;  and  he  ludan  assurance  that  the  docu- 
ments would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  the  course  of  a  fi:w 
days.  He  would  only  remark,  in  conclusion,  Ihst  if  the 
Houae  should  grant  further  time  in  this  case,  he  was  per- 
fectly stlisfied  that  it  would  never  be  decided)  and  he 
would  not  give  one  single  grout  for  the  privilege  uf  con- 
testing an  election. 

Hr.  BEAKDSLEV  desired  to  know  whether  tlie  ap- 
plication for  further  time  was  to  seatch  out  and  find 
evidence  Itist  might  be  supposed  to  have  ■  bearing  in 
the  case,  or  wheiher  it  saa  for  time  to  take  testimony 
of  which  the  sitting  member  wai  already  cogniiant? 
If  the  latter,  he  would  also  like  lo  know  what  was  the 
evidence  tbe  gentleman  bad  a  knowledge  of,  and  why 
it  had  not  been  heretofore  taken. 

Ur.  McKENNAN  said  Ihst  the  statement  juti  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Boid]  hsd  perfectly 
satisfied  him  of  Ihe  propriety  of  granting  the  time  request- 
ed by  the  sitting  member  lo  procure  further  testimony, 
so  as  lo  enable  the  fluuse  to  come  to  a  correct  and  aatis- 
factory  conclusion.  From  that  alatemenl,  it  appeared 
that  the  parlies  bad  been  diligently  engaged,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  conlesi,  in  taking  testimony  to 
support  thrirrespectivcclaims,  and  bad  continued  their 
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upon  bit  word  of  honor,  tbat  with  mil  hit  Induitry  hehu 
not  been  able  to  obtain  ill  the  evidence  which  U  neeetn- 
ry  lo  enible  the  Houie  to  act  correctly  and  undentind- 
in^Tyontheiubject.  He  putit  to  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
lucky,  preiurainif  that  lie  wa*  ■  lawyer,  and  ta  Ibe  Honae, 
to  ny  whether,  even  in  a  court  of  lav,  there  would  be 
*ny  heiilalion  in  granting  aimiUr  indulgence,'  On  an 
application  before  that  tribunal  tu  postpone  the  trial  of  ■ 
cauie,  the  BnC  inquiry  mads  is,  whether  due  and  reaaon- 
able  diligence  bai  been  uwd  by  the  applicant  to  prepare 
fertriahand  ifaatisbctory  evidence  is  furnished  upon  that 
point,  and  the  court  are  latisfied  tiiat  there  is  no  affec- 
tation of  delay,  be  tubmilted  that  no  court  would  refuse 
the  application  for  a  continuance.  In  the  case  before  the 
Bouae,  there  was  no  allegation  that  the  allting  member 
had  not  been  most  diligently  employed  between  the  39th 
October,  when  the  petilloner  commenced  the  taking  of 
bi*  testimony;  and  the  lime  when  the  discharge  of  his 
public  dutiei  demanded  his  presence  here.  He  now 
comes  forward  and  dectarta  that  be  isnot  prepared;  and 
there  ia  nu  ground  for  Ihe  pretence  that  there  is  any 
diapotition  on  his  part  unnecessarily  and  improperly  to 
deUy  a  decition  upon  the  case.  He  thought,  upon  prin- 
ciple, and  from  analogy  to  proceedings  injudicial  tribu- 
nal!, justice  to  Ihe  parties  aqd  to  the  people  of  (he 
dittricl  from  which  they  came,  u  well  aa  an  anxious 
with  on  the  part  of  Ihe  House  to  come  to  t  correct  de- 
cision, 01  '  ■  '  ■ 
required 

But  in  reaiiting'ihis  application,  which  to  bim  seemed 
to  reatonahle,  the  sentleman  from  New  York,  [Hr.  Vah- 
naaroii,]  who  had  Just  addrested  the  House,  bad  cited 
tome  precedents  to  show  that  umilar  applications  had 
been  refused  br  former  Congreases.  The  first  case  he  re- 
ferred lo  was  the  contested  eleciion  between  Hungerford 
and  Taliafemi,  ofVirginia;  and,  from  the  reading  of  the 
caac,  it  wai  very  upparent  that  it  bore  no  analogy  to  the 
one  now  before  the  House,  and  of  course  ought  lo  bmye 
no  bearing  upon  Ihe  question.  The  election  in  Virginia 
took  place  in  April)  notice  that  Ihe  aeaC  would  be  con- 
tested was  given  tu  the  tilting  member  in  Itty,  and  the 
depositiona  were  commenced  in  September.  In  the  ease 
now  before  the  House  the  election  waa  heldinAuguit. 
Notieeofthe  intention  to  contest  was  not  given  by  (he 

Eetliioner  till  tome  lime  in  September  or  October,  and 
e  did  not  commence  the  taking  of  his  testimony  till  the 
39tb  of  the  Utter  month,  leaving  only  about  one  month 
for  the  inquiry  tiler,  and  examination  of,  all  the  wlt- 
netaeaon  both  ndei,  wbo  were  to  be  collected  in  that 
inounlainous  and  very  extensive  diilrici.  Aa  he  said 
before,  there  WM  not  the  most  distant  analogy  between 
the  two  catet.  But  the  gepdeman  from  New  York,  to 
bear  him  out  in  hit  position,  had  cited  the  case  of  Hoora 
and  Letcher,  in  tlie  laat  Congress.  The  genlleman  from 
New  York  was  a  member  of  tbe  Committee  of  Elections, 
and  one  of  the  majuriiy  who  reported  on  that  case. 
Thiswaia  most  unfortunate  reference,  and  he  (Hr. 
McK.)  eoneurred  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Hr.  Bin  ox}  in  deprecating  the 
course  pursued  in  that  case,  and  in  expressing  a  hope 
thtt  neither  this  nor  any  future  Congrett  would  feel  a 
ditposltion  to  consider  i(  a  binding  precedent.  What 
were  (he  facts  in  that  case  F  A  majorKy  of  thecommiltee, 
of  whom  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  was  one,  report- 
ed, after  a  very  elaborate  examination  of  the  testimony, 
a  resolution  that  Thomas  P.  Uoore  wat  entitled  to  his 
teat,  and  tlie  House  came  lo  a  conclusion  that  would  hare 
diagtaced  an  illitertle  jury  of  the  country.  That  con- 
cluiion  was,  that  it  waa  impossible  lo  lay  which  of  the 
two  claimanlB  wat  elected;  (hat  no  election  had  been 
made,  and  they  should  therefore  go  back  lo  the  people. 
And  what  was  itill  more  extraordinary,  was  the  fact  that 
tbe  genilcman  from  New  York,  after  havingi  with  Ihe 


Commiltee  of  Elections,  declared  that  Hr.  Uoore  waa 
clearly  entitled  to  hia  aeat,  united  with  the  majority  of 
(he  House  in  the  conclusion  that  tbe  .testimony  waa  too 
voluminous  and  the  case  too  intricate  for  decitiim,  and 
thould  therefore  be  sent  back  to  the  people. 

He  hoped  that  tuch  a  case  would  not  be  set  up  at  a 
precedent  for  future  action,  and  particularly  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  [The  Spxakib  here  in- 
timating (hat  he  was  taking  too  wide  a  range,  Mr.  Hc- 
KiNsia  laid  he  submitted  to  the  correction  of  tbeChair, 
and  would  punue  that  case  no  further.] 

Before  he  sat  down,  however,  be  muit  be  permitted 
to  say  that  it  was  with  no  little  lurprlse  and  regret  that 
he  beard  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  {Hr. 
Bikum]  yeaterday  declare  his  opinion  that  the  silting 
member  was  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  although  no  oppoF- 
tunlty  has  been  afforded  for  the  examination  of  Ihe  ctae. 
Por  hii  part,  he  knew  nothing  of  Ibe  meriti  of  tbe  con- 
traveriy,  and  he  wished  lo  know  nothing  till  the  lea- 
tlmony  was  laid  before  Ihe  members,  and  he  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  fairly  and  lully  examining  that  tes- 
timony. He  would  then  endeavor  to  make  tuch  a  de- 
cision on  the  questions  preeented  ai  would  talitfy  hit 


He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  (he  propo- 
lition  to  make  the  report'lhe  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday next  would  not  prevail,  and  that  the  House  grant 
the  indulgence  requested  by  the  aitting  member,  to  en- 
able him  to  take  further  testimony. 

Ur,  WHITTLESEY  here  called  for  the  ordera  of  the. 
day,  the  hour  of  one  having  arrivedi  but  gave  way  to 
Hr.  6RAHAU,  who  aaked  leave  to  addreaa  the  Noutet 
whereupon, 

Hr.  BOYD  moved  that  (he  rules  of  the  House  be 
suspended,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the  conaide ration 
of  the  lubjecti  but  the  motion  waa  not  sMlained:  Ayes 
IM,  noes  67  j  not  two  thirds. 

Ur.  GRAHAU  then,  by  leave  of  the  House,  replied 
to  the  interrogatories  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Hr.BixBiisi.li.]  The  gentleman  had  inquired  if  the 
sitting  Dirmber  was  able  to  answer  whether  be  knew  the 
names  of  (he  voters  alleged  to  be  illegal,  or  wbelher  he 
had  yet  to  look  for  them?  To  that  inquiry,  he  bad  to 
answer,  that  he  wu  able  to  put  hit  Gnger  an'iomelbing 
like  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  illegal  voters.  Hr.  G.  here 
read  over  the  names  of  several  persons,  alleged  to  be 
illegal  voters,  and  itiled  that  he  wiih<tl  to  Uke  the 
evidence  of  (he  sherifT  of  Hay  wood  county.  He  laid  tbe 
caie  ofllungerford  and  Taliaferro  was  not  a  case  in  point. 
In  tbe  State  of  Virginia  the  elections  came  on  In  April, 


_._.._   the  preseni,  for  the  col- 

lecdon  of  letlimony.  In  tbe  Stale  of  Virginia,  alto,  tt 
was  the  practice  for  tlie  petitioner  (o  exhibit  the  namet 
oflhe  illegal  volers,  and  the  place  at  which  they  voted) 
but  it  had  not  been  to  in  his  case.  Whenever  be  called 
on  the  petitioner  to  give  Ihe  namea,  be  received  no 
answer,  lid  was  Urt  in  tbe  dark;  and  In  the  Tiimnia 
case  alluded  to,  it  was  almost  within  cannon  ahot  of  the 
Capitol,  while  his  district  waa  6ve  hundred  miles  from  itt 
one  portion  of  it  on  the  fronj;ier  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  and  another  on  the  frontier  of  Tennessee. 
He  lincerirly  trusted  that  Congress  would  give  him  such 
time  as  might  be  iiecetnry  in  bringing  the  evidence 
before  Ihem. 

Ur.  BOYD  inquired  at  what  time  Ihe  information 
reached  the  gentleman  fiom  North  Carolina  of  (he 
additional  testimony  in  ibe  case? 

Hr.  GRAHAH  replied  that  it  was  abuul  tbe  time  that 
he  wu  leaving  home,  to  come  lo  lake  bis  seat  in  Congreai, 
and  be  bad  inslrucled  hit  agenlt  to  get  the  testimony  as 
soon  at  it  could  be  procured. 


,A_^OOglC 


GALES  A.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


£659 


•  K.] 


[Fib.  37, 1&3&. 


■heriff,  mpntiontd  by  the  gcnlleimn,  had  not  ■Ireadj' 
b«en  liken? 

Mr.  ORAHAU  Hid  be  WM  not  ware  tlut  it  h«a 
been  tiXcm  if  it  had,  he  h*d  never  ■eenil. 

Mr.  BOf  D  laid  thiit  it  hRd  been  i*1cen. 

Mr.  GfiAUAH  replied  dwt  lie  hid  never  been  exam- 
ined when  he  wu  pre*ent,  but  he  h*d  been  oiled  from 
iiome  for  lome  tine,  «nd  it  night  b*v«  been  taken 
during  that  time. 

HEIRS  OF  JAHES  L&THAH. 

The  Houie  now  proceeded  to  the  orden  of  thedty, 
and  took  up  aeverai  private  bilti  reporled  frum  the  Com- 
mittee oF  the  Whule  fciterdiy;  which,  alter  bring 
■everally  considered,  were  ordered  la  a  lliird  reading) 
•mong;  which  the  bill  Tor  the  retiefof  Ihe  heiri  orjamel 
Lalhim  coming-  up,  reported  with  an  amenilmeni — 
'  The  imendment  »■■  oppoied  by  Mr.  REYNOLDS, 
oritlinoii,  who  remirked  IhiL  he  wa*  laliified  the  Com. 
mitleeorihe  Whole  Houie,  who  hid  acted  on  lhi«  nibject 
^eiterdaf,  didnotfullv  connprehend  it,  or  ettci  different 
deciiion  would  be  given. 

It  ii  no  diiparigement  or  inaull  (uid  Mr.  R.)  to  Ihe 
judgment  of  thii  honorable  body,  Ihat  they  did  not 
undentand  a  subject  Ihat  was  not  intereiling  to  (hem, 
•nd  of  but  inull  import  to  any  one  except  the  partica 
concerned  in  it.  He  coincided  with  the  opinion  of  hia 
'friend,  [Mr-CiBlxan,  ol  Louigian*,]  that  the  House  had 
not  sufficiently  coniidered  (he  subject,  and  had  not  ex- 
amined it  in  all  its  bearings,  or  tlie  opinion  of  ihe  coni- 
'miltee  which  was  pronounced  would  have  been  different. 

Mr.  R.  said  hi*  object  wm  simply  (o  present  the  case  of 
the  heirs  of  Laiham  to  the  House,  for  (heir  consi  derail  on, 
and  aik  that  justice  be  done  their  claim.  He  did  not  wisli 
or  expect  (o  place  (he  heirs  in  a  liiuaiinn  better  than  (he 
act  of  Congress  found  them.  But  should  (he  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Tisron]  prevail, 
they  w6uld,  no  tioubt,  have  i  very  honorable  notice 
taken  of  ihem,  but,  in  point  of  fact  and  truth,  a  very 
unprofitable  one. 

On  the  subject  of  the  public  lands  and  pre-emption 
rights  (here  are  arrayed  two  disiinci  ciaisea  of  men.    The 

Ei'imary  object  of  one  clui  is  (he  accumulation  of  money 
y  Ihe  sales  of  the  public  Isnds,  while  Ihe  great  and 
lesding  policy  of  (he  other  is  (he  speedy  and  permanent 
MllleroenC  of  the  counlrv.  This  great  and  leading  dif- 
ference of  opinion  arises,  for  the  moat  pari,  in  the  minds 
of  gentle  men,  not  from  any  selfith  or  interested  molives,  but 
from  the  very  greit  ind  essenl  in  I  difference  in  the  educa* 
tion  oFcerlain  individuals,  and  (he  country  in  which  they 
are  raised.  There  is,  in  this  vast  republic,  which  is 
extended  over  a  great  Cnniinent,  such  vsriely  in  the 
local  situidons  and  in(he  different  sections  of  the  counlry, 
that  there  will  be,  from  necessity,  s  greit  diversity  of 
opinion  amongst  the  inhabilanis  Uiereof.  This  we  see 
verified  every  day,  snd  It  will  continue  to  be  (he  case 
so  long  BB  (he  causes  exist  as  they  now  do.  Then,  it  is 
not  strange  (hat  the  gentleman  [Mr.  V.]  snd  he  ( Mr.  R.l 
ahould  not  agree  on  this  subject.  They  were  raised 
and  educa(ed  in  very  different  sections  of  the  Union. 
He  [Mr.  V.]  was  raised  in  the  old  and  respectable  State 
Hassachuaetti,  while  Mr.  R.  nid  he  was  raised  in  (he 
West,  amongit  the  pioneers  and  pr^-emp (loners  of 
that  country.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  proud,  and  coniidered 
it  an  honor  to  him,  to  be  raised  In  the  "  far  Weal," 
amongst  a  class  of  men  that  sometimes  were  traduced, 
and  called  iquatleri  and  Isnd-pirsle*.  I(  is  this  clsis  of 
men,  these  brive  snd  hardy  pioneers,  that  first  penetra- 
ted the  wilderness,  and  brought  the  country  into  notice 
and  character  and  it  ia  to  thi«  class  of  men  (hat  the 
Government  is  indebted  for  so  many  millioni  of  dollars 
for  the  Hies  of  the  public  lands.    They  convened  (he 


wilderness  into  acountry  hlgMy  inprovedand  pnductiv* 
of  aD  the  conveniences  and  comforla  of  man.  Thei« 
nme  pioneers  did,  snd  ire  always  willing  to,  defend  tlieir 
coufllry  in  the  hour  of  danger.  On  all  occMion*,  ktnw- 
ing  the  merit  and  worth  of  these  men,  Mr.  R.  aaid 
he  would  advance  their  interests.  It  is  on  this  con- 
sideration that  Ihe  claimants,  the  heirs  of  Lattiam,  who 
are  honeit  and  respectable  ciiiien^  are  the  aabject  of 
these  remarki. 

In  order  to  understand  the  claim  of  Ihe  heirs,  it  will  b* 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  act  of  Coi^ress  of  (he  ilh  of 
February,  1813,  which  gave  the  right  of  pre-emption,  la 
(he  following  words,  to  wiii 

"That  every  person, or  legal  repreaentative  aftvirj 
person,  who  hia  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract 
of  land  lying  in  either  of  the  districd  eiiabliibed  for  ths 
•lie  of  the  public  lands  in  (he  Itrinois  Territory,  which 
(race  ia  no(  riglitfully  claimed  by  any  other  perion,  and 
who  shall  not  have  removed  from  said  1'errilory,  every 
such  person,  and  hii  legal  repreientallve,  ^all  tie  enli. 
tied  to  a  preference,  in  becoming  (he  purchaser  froM 
tlie  United  Stilus  of  such  tract  of  land  at  private  lala, 
at  (he  same  price  and  on  (he  same  terms  and  conditiom 
aiare  or  miy  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sakofothe* 
lands  sold  a(  private  sale  in  said  Territory." 
.  It  will  be  necessary  to  stale  to  (he  House  (bat  part  of 
the  VIncennes  land  dislrict  extended  inio  (he  then  Tern. 
tciry  of  Illinois,  and,  by  some  improper  construction  of  tb« 
act  of  Congress  these  tllersin  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  re- 
sidinginthe  Vicennnes  land  districl.were  excluded  from 
(be  beneiitB  and  privileges  of  the  pre-emption  laws.  It 
miy  not  be  improper  to  remark  (hat,  on  many  occaaiona, 
theie  icta  of  Congreis  are  conatrued  to  death  by  (h« 
officers  whoact  on  them.  We  have  a  memorable  instanca 
of  it  in  (he  Stale  cf  Illinois,  in  (he  case  of  the  act  of 
Congress  which  conlemplB(ed  relief  to  (hose  individual! 
that  lost  horses  in  Ihe  Indian  diilurbinee  in  1333.  In 
order  to  relieve  (hose  cllizeni  in  the  Territory  of  Illinoii^ 
an  icl  of  Congreu  passed  on  (he  1  t(h  Msy,  182U,whicti 
provided,  "  That  every  person  who  would  have  been 
entitled  (o  ■  right  of  pre-emption  in  Ihe  said  Vincenntt 
district,  according  to  (he  provisions  of  the  said  Tecite4 
act,  pasMd  the  5lh  of  Pebruaij',  1813,  hwJ  it  been  SQ 
construed  (0  embrace  thetn,  ilia  1 1  be  allowed  (o  prove 
to  theregisteraiid  receiver  at  Vincennea  thai  they  would 
have  been  so  entitled. 

"  And  every  tuch  person,  or  his  legal  rcpreaentatives, 
shall,  upon  producingsuch  certiScite  to  the  register  of 
*ny  land  office  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  be  allowed  to 
enter  one  quarter  section  each,  at  Che  nunimtMi  prica 
fixed  by  Ihe  United  Stale*,  of  any  land  which  msy  be  aur. 
veyed  previous  ilie  lit  day  of  September  ne^t,  whether 
the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  or  not." 
The  ancettor  of  the  claimanU  becsme  the  proprietor 
of  a  pre-emption  right,  which  ia  founded  on  (hcae  acta 
of  Congress,  and  wi(h  i(,  on  the  SGth  November,  1836, 
entered  and  located  one  qusrier  section  of  land,  whicb 
included  the  ancient  town  of  Peoria.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was 
informed,  as  he  did  not  personally  know  tbe  fad,  dial  no 
person,  except  probably  one  individual,  reuded  on  the 
premises  at  the  time  of  the  location  of  (he  pre-emptioa 
righL  Hr.  Lai  ham  paid  in(o  Ihe  receiver's  office  at 
Springfield,  in  ilie  S(ate  of  Illinois,  (be  price  required  by 
liwfor(hiatnctof  land,  and  received  (be  proper  vouch- 
ers for  the  same.  Tbe  constituted  authorities  ofFeo- 
riicounty,  under  the  let  of  CongreuofSSth  Hiy,  ISSi, 
allowing  a  pre-emption  to  the  county  for  the  use  of  tha 
county,  msde  some  objection  to  the  Issuing  of  a  patent 
to  the  heirs  of  I^atham;  and  thereupon  tile  patent  never 
did  iaiue.  The  case  between  (he  beirs  of  Latham  and 
(he  county  remained  (bus  unacted  on  un(il  the  last  ae*- 
aion  of  Congressi  at  which  sesuon  *n  act  was  paiaed 
permitting  the  county  to  purchase  the  same  premiaes. 
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wbioEi  bid  be«n  berate  th*t  tima  Incited  and  entered 
b^  ihe  pre-emption  right  of  Hr.  Latlum,  reierring^  the 
right  or  the  helri  to  bring'  suit  for  the  land  in  question. 
Thii  !■  a  plain  and  limple  narration  of  the  facti,  n»  Tar 
41  he  knew  them,  and  be  believed  them  to  be  true  in 
relation  lo  die  case  now  beFbre  the  Hciiue.  The  gen- 
tleman Trotn  Ohlo[Mr.Vi>Toa]obiectitotbiabill,  at  the 
clainMnti  maj'  lelect  a  very  valuable  tract  of  land,  and 
even  ma/  locate  it  on  a  lite  for  a  town.  Thit  Hr.B. 
nld  may  be  true.  Every  one  ia  juitified  to  do  the  beat 
he  can  with  the  meani  in  his  handi,  no  at  he  act 
uprightly  and  honectly  in  the  trantacllon.  Mr.  R.  Mid  ba 
would  do  n,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
r.  of  Ohio]  would  do  the  same.  Tbe  beln  of  Latham 
Bannot  locale  their  pre-emption  right  on  a  more  valuable 
town  iite.than  Peoria  waa  at  the  time  of  location.  Tbli 
town  oceupieaone  of  the  mrtit  beauiirul  aiiea  in  the  State 
of  lllioiii*,  or  in  all  the  West.  It  ia  lituttcd  on  the 
lUino'il  river,  at  the  lower  end  of  Peoria  lake,  and  in  the 
centre  oFihe  moatferlile  anddeairabie  regiun  of  country 
in  the  Stale.  Thisaite  altriEled  the  attention  of  La. 
Salle  and  Father  Hennepin,  in  their  first  explarmj;  ex- 
pedition to  the  Weat  frurei  Canada,  in  Ihe  year  1630. 
Their  ancceuors,  of  all  nationi  and  colors,  who  have 
*iaited  Ihii  place,  approve  of  their  laate  anil  judj^mcnl 
in  selecting  thia  pasitiDn  for  a  fort  and  town.  It  will  at 
once  tie  seen  that  tlie  heirsofLalliam  cannot  locale  their 
claim  on  any  place  in  the  State  of  IllinDii  that  will  now 
be  more  valuable  Uian  the  site  of  Peoria  was.  The 
gentleman  from  Oliiu  says  Ihey  may  resort  to  a  lawsuit, 
and  recover  their  rights.  This  remedy  to  recover  the 
rights  [>f  the  heirs  is  alow  and  expensive.  It  it  altrniled 
with  difficulty  to  prosecute  the  claim  ihrougti  the  various 
courts  before  a  dual  hearing  and  decision  could  be  had. 
Anil,  in  the  mean  lime,  Ihe  lown,  which  ia  now  in  lueli 
fluurishing  aoiHlition,  would  wither  anil  die.  It  need 
not  be  named  to  tliia  Houm,  that  a  (own  in  dispute  will 
not  improve  and  prosper.  Thisconsideraiiiin  will  weigh 
powerfully  with  this  honorable  body  in  the  decision  uf 
thii  case.  The  Congress  of  Ihe  United  Stales  hare  Ihe 
power  of  doing  Justice  to  these  heirs,  and  at  the  same 
time  continuing  ihe  flouriabinj;  ppoapenty  of  one  of  the 
muit  promising  towns  in  the  Slate  oF  Illinois.  Tliii  ease 
dues  not  present  a  new  and  dangerous  principle  in  the 
policy  ofiiur  land  system  It  falls  wiililn  the  principles 
and  policy  which  have  been  adopted  and  acted  on  from 


tbe 


It  sy.l« 


le  year  IBM,  Ihe  Aral  riKhi  of  preemption  which 
h«  discovered  in  the  law  boiilis  was  given  in  the  country 
where  the  genlleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinroit]  resides, 
to  person*  who  had  erectedmilW,  or  who  had  commenced 
them.  This  policy  has  never  been  abandoned,  (rum  that 
lime  to  the  presentt  and  Mr.  H.  hoped  in  O  hI  it  never 
would  he,  while  the  Government  owned  one  acre  of  land 
in  Ihe  U.iiled  :«tatea.  Prom  the  year  ISOO  down  to  the 
present  time  there  have  been  passed  lliiny  or  forty,  or 
periiaps  more,  acts  of  ConKres*  allowinc  the  right  uf 
pre-emption.  II  is  the  settled  and  aCknowlcdKed  policy 
of  the  Government.  Thrre  is  at  the  present  lime  a 
pre-empi>on  Uw  in  existence,  which  will  not  expire 
until  neat  June.  Thit  has  been  Ihe  eiiurse  pursued  by 
tlie  Uuk'ernmrni  fur  almost  furiy  years.  This  policy 
is  fuiinded  on  cquiuble  anri  Just  principles,  wliiclicon- 
alituies  a  part  ami  parcel  ofuor  land  ayslem.  He  hoped 
its  propriety  and  juitice  would  iiul  now  be  eiliier  ques- 
tioned or  disturbed,  in  thia  or  any  other  Case.  A  single 
miimeiit'i  reflection  will  rivet  iL  sirooely  in  the  breast 
of  every  patriot  and  friend  to  Justice  niHlliumanily.  The 
pre-emption  system  compurta  with  the  views  of  ihoae 
iudividuala  whu  think  Ihe  pulillc  lands  ouglit  alone  and 
singly  to  be  cuniidercd  and  used  fur  Ihe  benefit  of  the 
Treasury  of  iha  United  Stales.  And  it  ia  alao  atruii|{ly 
and  warmly  reougiiised  by  tlioae  penons  who  think  tlie 


primary  object  of  the  public  lands  is  to  have  on  them 
actual  and  bona-fidt  settlers  and  brmera.  If  we  desir« 
tbe  accumulation  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  to  grant 
Iha  right  of  pre-emption  to  farmera  will  accomplitb  this 
object.  The  lands  adjacent  to  these  pre-cmptioners  will 
sell  higher  and  more  rapidly,  and  be  enhanced  in  value 
by  being  in  the  vicinity  of  improved  lands-  Tbia  will  bp 
recognised  by  all  who  have  wiineued  the  operation  of 
the  pre-emptioo  system.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  tbs 
Government  ia  greatly  benefited  in  the  Treasury  by  th* 
policy.  Tbe  other  clsas  of  people  ia  pleased  with  ttltt 
pre-emption  syitem,  because  tbe  country  ia  setllcd  mni 
improved.  The  lands  are  in  tbe  luuidsoribecitiionaB 
and  the  States  in  which  the  public  domain  ii  liluatcd. 
can  exercise  complete  and  sovereign  jurisdiction  over 
Ihe  lands,  by  taxing  them,  and  performing  otiier  acts  of 
sovereignly,  which  they  now  forbear  to  do.  And,  what 
Is  still  nuirr.and  better,  it  secures  to  the  actual  setller  k 
home  and  lire-side  of  his  own.  He  ia  then,  what  eveir 
farmer  should  be,  the  lord  ol  hie  own  aoil.  It  inspire* 
him  with  confidence  in  his  Government,  and  demonatratek 
lo  him,  what  ia  the prouckst  appellation onearlh,  that  h* 
is  a  "free  and  independent  American  ciliaen."  Another 
(treat  consideration  ia  to  Ihe  farmer  iliat  he  ia  leeured  in 
his  possessiona  from  the  devouring  rvpacily  of  apeou- 
lators.  His  little  farm  and  posaeasions,  which  he  tial 
toiled  and  labored  lo  make,  will  be  saved  from  the  graspi 
of  the  colli  and  heartleaa  raiser.  Tbe  poor  but  lioncat 
man  may  have  apent  all  his  means,  and  much  of  his  tim* 
and  labor,  lo  improve  a  iract  of  Ihe  public  landsi  then  to 
lose  il  Is  too  much  lohear.  The  pre-emption  syiism  will 
preserve  it,  and  tlie  GovernmeDt  not  be  injured  in  any 
manner  wlmlever. 

The  caie  of  the  heir*  of  Latham  is  founded  on  the« 
principles,  which  have  been  ao  lung  recognised  by  Iha 
act*  of  the  Government  and  ihe  people  that  they  arc  aa 
immutable  almost  aa  the  constitution  of  thecountry.  llr. 
a.  said  he  desired  no  more  nor  less  than  that  tbese  princi- 
ples and  policy  be  applied  to  the  case  now  before  th* 
Uuuae.  Ahliuiigh  it  is  an  laulated  case,  yet  if  it  does  not 
iall  within  the  general  principle  which  ia  recognised  by 
tlie  lawsorCungreas^be  did  notexpectorwisb  it  lo  paas. 

Tlie  genlleman  frum  Ohio  suggests  the  consideration 
that  there  nuy  be  fraud  in  this  mailer.  In  relation  to 
thischarge,  Mr.  It.  said,  he  would  vouOh  for  the  cbarao- 
ter  oi  ibe  claimants,  that  they  sustained  the  rrputaiion  of 
honest  and  correct  meni  ao  was  ttieir  fiilher.  Fraud  ia  » 
kiiiil  of  charge  that  may  be  made,  with  some  plausibility, 
against  any  transaction  whatever.  The  •criplurc*  theiD* 
Klves  have  not  been  entirely  clear  of  the  charge)  yet 


trom  lbs  tranaactioni  and  we  cannot  presume  fraud  when 
there  ia  no  ruundalioii  for  it. 

It  appear^  from  Ihe  report  of  the  committee,  thai  tb* 
assignment  or  iransFer  of  the  pre-emption  riglit  to  La* 
iham  was  scknowledxed  by  the  public  officer*  at  Iha 
land  office  in  Springfield,  and  the  pre-emption  located. 
Latham,,  ticing  the  aaslgiieea  no  doubt  for  a  valuable  cod- 
siilcralion,  has  Ihe  same  riglilas  tlie  original  pre-emp- 
lioner  had,  under  tlie  law*  uf  Congresii  and  so  lb« 
rrgiater  at  9priiigfirld  liat  ilecide<l.  by  permitlinf  him  ta 
locate  il  on  the  lands  of  the  Uiiiied  sutes.  It  appear* 
thattheheirauf  Lalliam,  having  legally  located  ihe  pre- 
emption, had  a  good  right  lo  the  premises,  except  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  sessiovi  anda*  llic  act^ 
Congress  deprived  them  of  their  right,  and  left  litem  Only 
the  privilege  and  bean  DlesainRa  of  a  lawsuil,  it  is  Just 
and  proper  that  Coogreaa  should  relieve  them,  andpkca 
Ibem  as  near  as  practicable  In  llie  situation  they  found 

In  answer  to  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  Mr.  H.  aaid  he  - 
would  present  tbe  views  ol  ibe  gre«l  and  laltotwi  stau*. 
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man,  Alexinder  Hamilton,  to  repel  the  argument 
that  the  iccuniulBtioii  ormoncf  in  the  Treuury  ougbt 
to  bethesoleobjeol  of  Government,  in  the  dupoiilionof 
(be  public  Unds.  Tliia  g:reit  and  wiM  nun,  on  20th 
July,  1790,  while  in  (he  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaiury,  reported,  in  "  obedience  to  in  order  of  the 
Hoiue  of  ntpreKn(a(kei,"  ihattbere  appeared  "two 
leading  objects"  of  coniideration:  one  to  ni*e  money, 
•nd  the  other  to  leltle  and  improve  the  country,  in 
the  disposition  of  public  lands.  The  first  "leading 
object,"  which  was  to  raise  •  revenue,  hat  been 
fiillv  sccomplished.  The  only  misfonune  and  (rouble 
with  the  GoTcrnn^ent  now  is  to  know  what  to  do  with 
the  surplus  revenue  in  (he  Treuury.  The  tarifTlaws, 
which  established  what  i«  (omrtiines  called  "the  com- 
promise lystem,"  will  provide  for  more  revenue, 
without  the  income  on  (lie  public  landi,  than  will  be 
necesnry  for  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Government. 
Thii  being  the  case,  there  is  now  remaining  in  the 
Secetsry'a  report  but  "  one  leading  object,"  and  that 
il  to  settle  and  improve  (he  country,  in  which  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  aid  and  a*sii(. 

Ir  it  be  necessary,  Hr.  R.  said,  he  might  present  to 
this  House  the  repeated  and  urgent  recommendations 
of  (he  Executive  of  (he  United  States,  "that  the  public 
lands  shall  ceaie,  as  soon  aa  practicable,  to  be  a  source 
of  revenue,  except  for  the  payment  of  those  general 
ehargei  which  grow  out  uf  the  acquisition  of  the  lands, 
their  aurvey,  and  sale."  These  continued  recommenda- 
tions, coming  from  the  Executive  of  a  great  nation,  and 
fixim  a  President  than  whom  no  President  in  the 
Government  ever  stood  higher,  or  more  esteemed  by  the 
people,  must  hsve  weight  on  this  subject  with  all 
elasaes  of  mankind,  and  even  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himself.  The  President  has,  in  alt  his  meanges, 
taken  high  and  elevated  views  of  policy  tbmughout  the 
whole  Union.  He  has  recommended  ttrongly  such 
tneaiureslo  be  effected  on  the  aeaboardaawill  be  greatly 
beneficial  to  (he  Adsntic  Slates:  so  has  be,  in  larious 
messages,  for  many  years,  urged  to  Congress  the  pro- 
priety to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  (he  public 
lands.  These  mcsiures  will  be  alike,  and  Mr.  R.  hoped 
together,  conaidered  by  Congress.  Let  (he  western 
hrmers  have  the  public  landi  at  reduced  prices,  while 
the  citizens  of  the  Ailanlie  Slates  receive  all  the  pub- 
lie  money  for  fortifications,  lighthouses,  and  other 
jltlprovements.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  drag- 
ged before  the  House  an  isolated  ease  from  Chicago, 
m  (he  State  of  Illinois,  (o  show  that  Hr.  Baubien  bad 
acquired  a  great  fortune  by  his  pre-emption  right,  and 
that  the  heira  ol  Latham  might  do  the  tame.  He  asid 
the  pre -empli oner,  Mr.  B.,  wai  "  a  sutler,"  &c.  Hr. 
R.  said  he  was  at  Chicago  a  few  days  after  the  sale  was 
made  (o  Mr,  Baubien,  by  virtue  of  hia  pre-emp(ion  rifht, 
Ind  thereby  became  acquainted  with  the  transaction. 
He  had  since  his  arrival  here  received  documentary  evi- 
dence on  the  subject,  and  prraumed  he  could  speak 
knowingly  as  to  the  whole  transaction.  Mr.  Baubien  was 
not  a  sutler,  nor  did  he  sell  whiskey,  tf  he  did,  in  our 
Statethere  ia  no  law  or  public  opinion  established  to  ex- 
clude sutlers  snd  sellers  of  liquors  from  the  privilege  of 
Ibe  pre-emption  laws.  With  us,  wa  act  on  (he  principlci 
of  equality!  we  know  no  orders  of  nobility.  Sutlers  and 
Kquor-sellers  are,  like  other  citliens,  permitted  (o  come 
in(o  Ibe  pale  of  our  political  church.  Mr.  Baubien  was 
once,  but  not  at  (he  time  he  made  the  purcbasr,  the 
clerk  or  agent  of  the  "  Fur  Company,"  ao  called  in  our 
country.  Hr.  R.  said  be  wa«  informed  that  Mr.  Baubien 
wai  in  the  possession  of  (he  premises  he  purchaaed  by 
virtue  of  hia  pre-emption  right  for  many  years  before 
the  sale.  He  had  long  before  the  sale  purchased  (he 
houieiaDdimprovemcnt*onthelandinques(ion,andhad 
made  olher  aod  riir(her  improvemcnis  on  (he  land,  to  a 


considerable  smount  of  money.  Under  the  provision! 
□f  the  |ire-emption  laws  be  presented  himself  before  (he 
proper  officers,  the  agents  of  the  Government,  in  the 
land  office  at  Chicago,  with  satiafactory  snd  concluKve 
evidence  to  entitle  him,  like  other  pre-emptionen^  to 
the  privileges  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  and  demanded  hia 
right.  The  officers  of  the  Government  had  no  choice  left 
them.  The  land  was  not  marked  on  the  plat,  "  re- 
served ftom  aalet"  and  they  had  no  official  evidence, 
verbal  or  documentary,  to  prevent  Baubien  from  be- 
coming the  purchaser,  by  virtue  of  his  pre-emptioo- 
The  officers  had  no  authority  to  prevent  the  tale. 

Since  Mr.  R.  came  to  ibis  city,  he  hat  received  copiei 
of  official  letters,  establishing  the  fact  (bat  the  land 
purchased  by  Mr.  Bsubien  was  not  reserved  from  sale, 
to  Iheknowledge  of  the  register  or  receiver  at  Chicago. 
It  is  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  says,  the  land  pur- 
chaaed by  Hr.  Bsubien  was  very  valuable.  But,  Mr. 
R.  nid,  ibere  are  many  more  fortunes  in  Illinois  for  en- 
terprising and  talented  individuals.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  himself,  if  be  baa  not  a  fortune  already,  can  make 
one  in  Illinoii)  and  so  can  any  olher  person  of  enterprise 
snd  temperate  habits.  Making  fonunes  in  our  State 
is  the  order  of  the  day  i  and  if  Mr,  Baubien  Iws  been  for- 
tunate, hundreds  and  hundreds  more  have  been,  sad 
wilt  he,  equally  fortunate  in  the  SUte  of  Illinoia. 

Mr.  R.  hoped  the  fortunate  case  of  Hr.  Baubien  would 
not  defeat  the  heira  of  Latham  in  their  rights.  He 
wouM  propose  an  aTiiendmen(  to  this  bill,  at  (he  proper 
time,  which  would  go  to  prevent  the  claimanta  from 
entering  with  their  preemption  right  any  mineral  land, 
or  the  improvement  of  any  actual  settler.  This  lait 
provision  is  almost  uselesst  ss  no  one  dares  to  enter  the 
improvement  of  a  laboring  man,  sllhou^h  It  may  be  on 
the  public  lands.  There  would  be  raited  the  stormm 
and  tornadoes  of  an  insulted  people,  that  wouU  destroy 
the  prospects  of  gain'vhich  might  be  attempted  to  be 
acquired  in  this  msnner.  Mr.  R.  remarked,  in  con- 
clusion, (hat  all  be  wished  was  (o  place  the  heir*  of 
Latham  in  the  same  situation  as  the  act  of  Congreaa  of 
the  last  seiaion  found  Ihsm. 

Mr.  HAY,  in  order  to  give  time  for  a  further  exami- 
nation of  (he  subject,  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  and 
amendment  until  Friday  next;  which  wai  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resolved  itarlf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  upon  a  number  of  private  bills;  snd,  after 
■pending  some  time  in  theconsiderstion  of  the  same,  the 
committee  rote,  and  reported  them  (o  (he  Houtei  aAer 

The  House  adjourned. 


ippeal  (aken  by  Mr,  Lawlib  from  the  decisi< 
the  Chair,  in  reference  to  initructions  moved  by  tbe  for* 
mer  to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  abo- 
lilion  of  slavery,  was  taken  up. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  question.  Under  the  decision 
ofthe  House,  the  Chair  was  of  opinion  Ibst,  upon  the 
presentation  of  an  abolition  petition,  it  was,  under  the  res- 
olution of  Mr.  Pixcxaai,  xirturily  committed,  without 
further  question.  The  Chsir  feh  bound  to  conform  to 
the  order  of  the  House,  snd  therefore  decided  that  the 
initructionj  moved  were  not  in  order.  From  that  de- 
cision an  appeal  had  been  lakrn;  snd  (he  question  was, 
"Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stsnd  as  the  judgment 
ofthe  House.'" 

Hr.  LAWLER  modified  the  form  of  his  inttmetions, 
requiring  the  select  committee  (o  report  "  thst  there 
waa  no  power  granted  by  (he  consti(B(ion  to  Congreti 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 
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The  CHAIR  decided  that,  under  the  older  of  the 
Home,  the  modified  InttrucClons  were  tlio  out  ororder. 

From  this  deciuon  Hr.  LAWLBR  tppnled. 

The  dcciiion  of  the  Chair  wu  uppoted  by  Ueura. 
LAWLER  and  W.  B.  8HEPABD,  and  adrooted  b; 
Menrt.  UERCER,  VINTON,  BRIGG9,  and  PATTONi 
vbcn  Hr,  LAWLER  viihdrew  hig  *pt>»l. 

The  SPEAKER  now  proceeded  lo  wll  for  petiliom 
and  meiDorUli,  commencing  wiih  Hauuhuiellii  when 
■everal  pelitioni  ind  memorial!  were  kccordingly  pre- 

The  hour  of  one  having  irrired,  on  motion  ofHr. 
CAHBBELENG,  Ihe  apeeUl  order*  were  poitponed  for 
the  purpoM  of  calling  tbe  remainder  of  the  Stalei  far 
petitiofli. 
_  Petition*  and  memorials  were  then  further  pccKntrd. 

Mr.  GRANGER  presented  a  petition  far  the  abo> 
lition  of  ilaveryin  theDialrict  of  Columbia,  and  vai  pro- 
ceeding to  comment  upon  the  character  of  the  peli- 


petil.i..___. 

Hr.  GRANGER  further  proceeded. 

Hr.  CHAPIN  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether  it  wai  not  In  order  for  a 
nember  lo  speak  of  the  character  of  the  petitioners,  on 
pMseniing  a  memorial. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  strictly  in  order,  si  all 
abolition  petitions  were  lo  be  referred,  without  debste, 
under  the  resolution  sdopted  by  the  House)  and  Ihe  stand- 
ing rule  adndtled  only  of  a  brief  statement  of  Checontents 
of  the  petition  on  tbe  presenlatton  thereof. 

The  petition  was  then  received  and  referred,  under  ttw 
resolution. 

Mr.  CLARK  presented  thememorisl  of  a  publicmeet- 
InR  of  sundry  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  FeonlyUania, 

held  at  Harrisburg,  piaying  Congress  to  make  a 

prialion  for  the  purpose  of  removing  to  the  coast 


prialion  for  the  purpose  orremoving  to  ttie  coast  of  Africa 
free  negroes  snd  msnumitted  slsre<i  and  that  if,  in  the 
opinion  ofCongren^  the  constitution  should  not  authorize 
the  appropriatton,  (uch  measures  may  be  tsken  to  pro- 
cure an  amendment  of  thai  instrument  as  may  be  caleu. 
lated  to  ensure  tbe  objects  of  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  C.  moved  Ihattbc  memorial  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  printed. 

lie-  PATTUN  moved  t»lay  tbe  memorial  on  the  ta- 
ble, together  with  the  motion  Id  print  and  commit. 

Mr.  CLARK  called  for  tbe  reading  of  the  memorial) 
whkb  was  done. 

A  debate  being  likely  lo  arise  upon  the  memorial,  it 
was,  under  the  rule,  laid  over  lo  Handay  next. 

Mr.  PATTON  submitled  ecrtwn  resolutions  of  Ihe 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  ofabolition,  which 
he  moved  be  referred  to  llie  Committee  on  Ifae  District 
ufCulunibis,  with  the  following  instructions:  *■  That  Ihe 
rewdulioos  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
qf  Columbia,  with  instructions  to  report  forthwith  the 

1.  Bttoltttd,  That  Congress  bis  no  canstitulional  pow- 
er toabolisb  silvery  inthe  District  ofColumbis  or  in  tbe 
Territories  of  Ihe  United  Slates. 

3.  Baoived,  That  any  act  of  Congress,  having  for  it* 
object  the  aboiiiion  of  ilavery  in  the  District  ofColumbis, 
or  the  Territories  of  the  tinited  States,  ought  to  be  re- 
gsrded  a*  tffordine  great  cause  of  alarm  to  iheslive- 
liolding  Stales,  and  bringing  the  Union  into  imminent 

'"''G  i;iiAiti  aeciueu  inai  ine  msiiuciioni  v  . 
lect  oommiltee  raised  upon  Ihe  resolution  orMr.  Piick- 


Hr.  PATTON  appealed  from  the  decision  of  Ihe  Chair, 
on  llie  ground  thit  the  inatructioni  submitted  by  him 
were  not  identical,  ind  went  further  in  their  principle, 
as  applying  lo  the  Territories  of  the  United  Slates,  than 
the  resolution  ofHr.  Pirckbit,  which  was  limited  in  ill 
operation  lo  the  subjectof  Iheabolillon  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Colurobii  and  the  SUtes.  Mr.  P.  also  con- 
tended thai  the  decision  of  the  House,  in  reference  to 
Hr.  PmcKKii's  resolulloo,  did  not  apply  to  the  Inslruc- 
tions  moved  by  himself,  forthe  iime  reason,  that  tbe  ob- 

Hr.  WISE  also  opposed  Ihe  decision  of  the  Chair  in 
Ihia  instance,  admlltiiiK  it  to  be  correct  under  tbe  or- 
der of  the  House,  and  Ihe  dectaion  of  Ihe  House  on 
Tuesday  lisi,  on  which  the  Chair's  deciiion  was  founded) 
and  appealed  to  Ihe  House  to  reverse  that  vote,  by  which 
the  Chair  considered  itself  imperatively  governed.  Hr. 
W.  was  several  limes  called  lo  order  by  the  Chair,  for 
renurks  not  pertinent  lo  the  quest  ion  of  order  then  be- 
fore the  House,  upon  the  last  of  which  occaiioni  Mr.  W. 


calling  him  to  order,  merely  ci- 
EntertainingadiH'erenI opinion,  ha 
thecouneofhis  remarks,  unless 
decide  between 


r  he  should 


said  that  the  Chair, 

pressed  bis  opinion 

(Ur.  W.J  should  ei 

the  Chair  ihould  appeal  to  the  Hou 

lh«m. 

I'he  CHAIR  aaid  the  genllemsn  must  ri 
■nd  it  wss  for  tbe  House  to  decide  wbelhrr 
proceed,  as  intimated. 

Hr.  UA80N,  of  Virginis,  moved  tbst  leave  be  grant- 
ed to  Mr.  Wm  to  proceed. 

Hr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yea*  and 
naysj  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  appealedfromtbedeciiionoftbeCliair, that 
he  (Hr,  W.}  WHS  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  Utter  appeal  moat  be 
decided  without  debate. 

Hr,  WISE  rose,  and  was  about  addreiaing  the  Chair, 
but  was  called  to  order  by  various  members.  He  con- 
tinued in  his  position  until  he  had  announced  bit  deter- 
mination to  withdraw  hit  appeal  from  Ihe  deeiaion  of  the 
Chair. 

The  CHAIR.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  It  Ihen  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  member  from  Virginia,  and  tbe  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  it  ihemolion  to  permit  tbe  gentle- 
man lo  proceed. 

The  question  via  taken  bv  yeis  and  niys,  ss  follows: 

Yaas — Hessra,  Cliillon  Allan,  Bell,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
R unch, John Cal boon,  Campbell,  Carter,  JohnChambers^ 
Chapman,  Nalhaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Custiing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Dickson,  Drcmgoole, 
Evsns,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  James  Garland,  Rico 
Garland,  Gtaacock,  Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hsnnegan, 
Hard,  Hirdin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haseltine, 
Holsey,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson, 
Liwler,  Luke  Lea,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Harlin,  John 
V.  Mason,  HcCarly,  UcComti,  McKay,  UcKranar, 
Hercer,  Milligan,  Hoigan,  Morris,  Pallon,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Pclligrew,  Peylon,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Reed, 
Roane,  Roberitoc,  Rogers,  William  fi.  Shepard,  Shields, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Btsndefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddjr 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  White,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sbertod  William*— 78. 

N^Ts— Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Banks, 
Barton,  Bean,  Beardtley,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Boon,  Boyd, 
13 riggs,. Brown,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  G. 
Chambers,  Chancy,  Chipln,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Cuahman,  Davis,  Dickcnon,  Fairfield,  Fsrlin,  Fry,  Phllo 
C.  Fuller,  Galbrailh,  Gillel,  Oranlland,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hal',  Hamer,  Samuel  9.  Harrison,  Hswkins,  Henderson, 
Hoar,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  Jabea 
JackiOn,  Janes,  Jarvit,  Richard  H.  Juhnaon,  Cave  John- 
son, B.  Jones,  Judaun,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingentmith, 
Lane,   Lulling,   Lawrence,   Gideon  Lee,  Josh""  •<«*> 
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Thomu  Lee,  Leoiurd,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lueu,  Abijili 
Hinn,  Job  lUnn,  WillUni  Huon,  Morn  Huon,  8>in> 
Mn  Huon,  Hiy,  HcKion,  Mc&im,  HcLcne,  Miller, 
MoDlKdner;,  Otreni,  Vtgt,  Parker,  Parkis  Patleraon, 
DuterJ.  Puree, Fhclp^Poltl,Joh^Rey^aldI.  Schenck, 
Shinn,  Sicklei,  Smilh,  Sutherland,  Tiylor,  John  Thom- 
■on,  Taaety,  Turrill,  Vanderpoc),  War<l,  WardweU, 
Webater,  Week).  WhittUiey— 100. 

So  the  Houie  determined  that  Mr.  Win  ahsuld  not  be 
|>ermitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  HULSEY  addreaied  the  Hotne  in  oppovlion  to 
Uiedeel>ion  of  the  Chain  hut,  before  he  concluded,  be 
gave  vay  to 

Hr.  FRFjNCH,  who,  in  order  to  gire  an  opportunity 
of  calling  the  remainder  of  the  Statei  for  petitians,  mo- 
red  to  poll  pone  the  point  of  order,  and  thequeation  con- 
nected with  it,  until  Monday  next. 

Hr.  PATTON  propoied  to-momv)  and,  alao,  that  it 
be  made  the  ipeeial  order  of  that  day- 

Hr.  FRENCH  had  no  objection  to  the  latter  motion. 

MeHT*.  CAM8RELBNG  and  LANE  aimollaneoualy 
moved  to  poatpone  the  aubject  to  Hoiida;  next. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  or  Kentucky,  moved  to  poatpone 
atrtillhelatofJuly. 

Mr.  PATTOCf  called  for  the  yeaa  and  niya  on  the  tat- 
ter motion)  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  then  withdrew  hia  motion. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  aiked  for  the  yeaa  and  n*v«  on  the 
motion  to  poitpone  until  Monday  next)  which  were 
ordered. 

Hr.  PINCKNBY  inquired  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  prerioua  queaiion. 

The  CHAIR  laid  the  qaeation  would  be  on  the  appeal 
roD)  the  decivion  of  the  Speaker. 

Hr.  PlKCKNBTthen  moved  the  prrvioua  quetliont 
which  wai  Koondcili   Ave*  93,  noei  65. 

Hr.  EVANS  moved  an  adjournment.     Loit. 

Mr.  PATl'ON  aaked  for  the  yea*  and  najs  on  the 
prevloaa  quMtiong  which  were  ordered,  and  were  aa 
fi^llowi: 

Yaia— Meuri.  Adam*,  Hcnun  Allen,  Aali,  Aahley, 
Bank*,  Barton,  Bean,  Brardiley,  BeaumonI,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Boyd,  Brown,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Caaey, 
Chaney,  Chapin,  Col^  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cranr, 
Cuabman,  Darlington,  Davia,  Denny,  Dickcnon,  Double- 
day,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
Oalbraith,  Gillel,  Orantland,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannrgan, 
Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harria on,  Albert  G.  Harriion,  Haw- 
kina,  Haynea,  Renderaon,  Hieater,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Huntington,  NunUman,  Ingham,  Jabezjackaon,  Jarvia, 
Joacph  Johnton,  Richard  M.  Johnion,  Cave  Johnaon, 
Benjamin  Jonei,  Judion,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Klingenimiib,  Lane,  Liming,  Gideon  Ler,  Joihua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lngan,  Love,  Luca*,  Abijih  Mann,  Job  Hann, 
William  Haion,  Hosea  Maaon,  Samaon  Ha*on,  Hiy, 
McKeon,  McKim,  HcLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Oweni,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelpi,  Pinchney,  John  Beynolda,  Schenck,  Shinn, 
Sloane,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomai)  John  Tliomaon, 
Toucej,  Turrill,  Vanderpoc],  Ward,  Wardwetl,  Web- 
ater.  Week*,  Sherrod  William*— lOT. 

Navi— Heiara.  Chilton  Allan,  Bailey,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Brigg^  Bunch,  .JohTl  Calhoon,  William  B.  Callioun, 
Campbell,  Carter,  John  Cbaraben,  Chapman,  Nathaniel 
H.  Claiborne,  Cor  win,  Cuahing,  Deberry,  Dickaon, 
Dromgoole,  Evan*,  Eierrtt,  Foretler,  French,  Jame>, 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Claacock,  Granger,  Graves 
Qrennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  HaieHinr, Hoar, 
Hobey,  Howell,  Ingeraoll,  Jane*,  Jenifer,  Hetiry  John> 
•on,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  I/iyall, 
Lyon,  Martin,  John  Y.  Uaaon,  Maury,  UcCarty,  Hc- 
Comi*,  McKay,  HcKennan,  Hercer,  Hilligan,  Hor- 
gaui  Horns  P8itDn,JameaA.Peirce,Pciti^w,Peylon, 


Pickcna,  Polta,  Reed,  Roane,  Roberlaon,  RuMell, William 
B.  Shepard,  Shield*,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer; 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Tbompion,  Tawna,  UBderwood, 
Vinton,  Wbitileaey,  Lewi*  Williimt,  Wlte— 79. 

9o  the  Houae  determined  iba(  the  main  question  be 

Thequealion,  "Shall  the  declaionof  the  Chair  ttaod^Ba 
the  Judgment  of  Ibe  Houae'"  wa*  then  propounded. 

Hr.  PATTON  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nay*;  which 
were  ordered. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  *d- 
joummenfi  which  wa*  negatived- 

Tbe  queation  waa  then  taken  on  the  appeal  from  tbe 
deciaion  of  tbe  Chair,  by  yeaa  and  naya,aafDllowa: 

Van— Heiar*.  J.  Q,  Adaraa,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Aih,  A*htey,  Bailey,  Bank*,  Bean,  Beard*-' 
ley,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Boon,  Boyd,  Brigt;^  Brawn, 
Bynum,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrclmg,  Carr,  Caaey. 
Clianey,  Chapin,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coler,  Corwin,  Cra^, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Cuihing,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Davi«M 
Deberry,  Denny,  DIokeraan,  Donbleday,  Dunlap,  Evan*, 
Everett,  Pairfleld. Farlin, Fry,  PbiloC.  Fuller,  Galbrailb, 
Gillel,  Granger,  GrantUnd,  Grenntll,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Harper,  Samuel  3.  Harriaon,  Albert 
G.  Harriion,  Ibwkm*,  Haynei,  Hueliinr,  HenderMn, 
Hiciter,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell,  Buhley,  Huntington, 
Huntaman,  Ingeraoll,  [ngham,  Jabez  JaekMO,  Janea^ 
Jarri*,  Jenifer,  Joaepli  Johnaon,  Richard  H.  JobMon^ 
Cave  Johnaon,  Benjimin  Jonei,  Judaon,  Kennon,' Kil< 
gore,  Kinnard,  Klingenmilb,  Lane,  LanPo;,  Lawrence, 
Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Luca*( 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Haeop,  Hoaea  Haaon, 
Saitiaon  Maaon,  Hay,  HcCirty,  HcKay,  HcKennan,  Mc- 
Keon, UcKim,  HcLene,  Hercer,  Miller,  Hilligan,  Mont- 
gomery, Uoore,  Morgan,  Horrii,  Owen*,  Fige,  Parker 
Park*,  Patteraon,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelp,  Pinckney, 
Potti,  Reed,  J^n  Reynold*,  Boanr,  Roger*,  Runell, 
Schenck,  Shinn,  Sloane,  Storer,  Bulberland,  Taylor, 
ThoniM,  John  Thcmwn,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vinderpoel, 
Vinlon,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webatcr.  Week*.  White, 
Whiltleaey,  Sberrod  Williama— 143. 

Niia— Heain.  Bouldin,  Bunch,  JobnCalhoon,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  John  Chambera,  CbapHan,  NalbanK)  U. 
Claiborne,  Connor,  Dickaon,  Dromgooir,  French,  Jamea 
Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Glaacock,  Oravea,  Griffin, 
Hardin,  Holaey,  Henry  Juhnaan,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Ley* 
all,  Lyon,  Jolin  Y.  Manm,  Maury,  UcC>>mai,  Palton, 
Jame*  A.  Peirce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Pickeiu,  Robert. 
■on,  WilliimB.   Shepird,  Shields,  Spuigler,St«ndefer, 


conaequently  determined  thai  the  motion  of  Mr.  FAxrom 
to  rcfrr  the  resolution*  of  the  Legi*la1ure  ofVirginia,  on 
the  subject  of  abolition,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dialrict 
of  Columbia,  with  instructions,  vrai  not  in  order,  snd  that 
they  mast  be  referred  to  tbe  convnuttee  raised  under  ih« 
resolution  of  Hr.  PiRcanar,  conformably  to  a  deciaion 
made  by  the  House  on  the  same  subject  on  Tuesday 
last. 

Hr,  PATTON  aikcH  if  he  couM  withdraw  the  rcsolu- 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  Mppoted  the  gentlemaa 
might  withdraw  them. 

Mr.  PATTON.    t  do  withdraw  tbem,  ihen. 

Hr.  MASON,  ofVirginia,  aald  he  waa  about  to  luggeat 
to  hia  eolle^ue  a  dllTerent  course.  He  proposed  to  Mk 
theconsentof  the  House  to  suffer  tbeie  resolutions  to 
lake  the  usual  course,  and  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

Mr.  ADAH9  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of  tbe  reaolu- 
tiom,  aa  it  would  counteract  an  order  of  the  Houae. 

The  CHAIIt  then  staled  that  he  wm  compelled  to  mf 
Ibtt  the  reBolution*  could  not  be  withdrawn  without 
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Inve  of  the  Boum,  He  bul  nol  ■nticlpaled  Ihkt  tbere 
would  be  any  objection. 

Hr.  PATTON  tben  mored  lh>i  (he  nilei  be  luapended, 
in  order  la  enable  htm  to  withdriw  tbe  reiolutions,  ind 
pve  ibem  the  direction  luggvited  by  hi«  collude. 

Hr.  JOHN  Q.  ADAMS  ulced  if  the  question  «»  de- 
bRleabk. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  wm  not. 

On  motioB  of  Mr.  BRIGGSt  the  Houie  then  «djoumeil. 

TdMDiT,  Hiacal. 
TIte  Clerk  proceeded  lo  read  the  jounul  of  jesler. 

Mr.  PEYTON  toh,  «nd  queilioned  the  rnr«.*^in«. 
ofthit  portion  of  the  journal  which  recorded 


pprmilted  to  proceed.  Mr.  P.  tttled  thit  the 
vBi,  accnrding  to  bia  undenlanding:,  that  the  gentleman 
Trom  Virginia  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  ordert  and  he 
moTcd  thai  the  Journal  be  amended  aeeordlnxly. 

After  fome  conTerMtitm,  in  which  HeMra.  PEYTON, 
BVNUH,  BELL,  HBBCBR,  ASHLEY,  BOON,  MIL- 
LER, DROHGOOLB,  HOAB,  and  RBBD.-look  part, 

Hr.  i.  T.  MASON  explained  that  hii  motion  was  that 
hia  colleague  "hare  have  to  proceed j"  al  the  unie  lime 
explaining,  in  reply  to  the  queition  or  a  memher  near 
biro,  that  ifihe  Mnileman  wa«  permitted  to  proceed,  he 
muit  proceed  lubject  to  the  rulea  of  order. 

Ur.  PEYTON  withdrew  tbe  motion,  and  moved  that 
tbe  words  in  the  joamal  be  ao  corrected  ai  lo  read  thit 
the  "member  from  Virginia  have  leave  to  proceed," 
striking  out  the  kdditiDna)  words  recorded,  "in  hia 
apeech," 

After  loroe  word*  from  Heaan.  PARKER,  ADAMS, 
and  MANN  of  New  York, 

Mr.  J.  Y.  MASON  aUted  that  he  had  no  recollection 
of  adding  the  worda,  "  in  hia  apeech." 

Tbe  motion  to  alrike  out  those  wordi  waa  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGOS  moved  toBuipend  tbe  rules  of  the  llouae, 
in  order  to  proceed  in  the  call  of  netition*,  commenc- 
ing wiih  Virginia,  snd  excluding  the  contideration  of 
the  motion  relating  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, presented  yestenltyi  whicli  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Petiliona  and  memoriala  were  tben  pre lented. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  WISE  presented  a  memorial  from  an  individual 
named  John  A.  Smith,  who  represented  himaeirto  be  a 
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ailtutional  argument  of  aome  length,  and  innsting  that 
■II  abolition  petitions  should  be  rorlhwilll  rejected. 

Mr.  W.  moved  that  this  paper  be  referred  lo  the  se- 
lect committre  raised  on  tbe  subject,  with  inatmelions 
lo  report  the  following  retoluliont 

"Sttolltd,  ThatCongreas  baa  no  eonalilutional  pow- 
er Id  abolish  ^verv  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in 
tbe  Territories  of  the  United  Slatea." 

The  CHAIR  decided  Ihal,  on  the  construolion  given 
by  tbe  Houie  to  its  own  order,  Ihe  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  In  reference  to  Ihe  instructiona, 
waa  nol  in  order.  He  considered  the  question  involred 
Ihe  ttme  principles  before  acted  upon  by  the  House. 

Mr,  WISE  took  an  appeal  from  Iha  decision  of  tbe 
Chair,  on  the  ground  that  Ihe  reaolulion  of  Mr.  Pihgk- 
itct  embraced  "every  paper,"and  Mr.  W'a  motion,  br- 
ing written,  vai  embraced  in  lliit  order.  It  waa  as 
much  a  "  J>sper"  ss  Ihe  resolutions  and  acta  of  the  Tir- 
g'nia  L-gislaiurriand  he  contended  that  every  thing 
within  Ihe  rorlex  of  abolition  mu<t  goto  the  •elMt  com- 


mlUea  on  thai  subject.  He  called  upon  tbe  House  to 
act  consistently,  and  not  to  aend  one  set  of  papers  to  Ihat 
committee,  and  refuse  to  tend  anotheri  if  the  House 
did  refiue  lo  send  these  instruction*,  it  would  act  incon* 
siBlcntly. 

Mr.  W.  ssaured  Ihe  House  Ibat  the  memorial  waa  » 
b<ma-jide  one,  and  that  he  bad  been  requested  in  a  letter 
from  the  memorialial,  whom  be  knew  not,  to  present  it. 
Mr.  W.  Ilien  read  the  letter. 

Mr.  LANE  said  that  aomethlng  like  lix  wcefci  bad 
been  expended  in  tbe  preaentstion  and  consideration  of 
memorials  snd  resoluliona  on  Ihe  subject  of  abolition 
from  tlie  Kortli,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  alt  petition! 
and  memorials  from  Ihe  western  Stales  snd  Territorie*. 
Having,  after  this  protracted  period,  pasted  Haaan  and 
Dlxon'a  line,  it  was  fondly  hoped  no  further  delay  wuuld 
have  occurred  fWim  this  all-eiclling  subject.  In  this,  it 
seems,  we  are  mistaken;  Ihe  firebrands  ofsbolitinn  seem 
to  thicken  around  us  from  tlie  South,  and  threaten 
equal  if  not  more  delay.  To  avert  this  storm,  and  to 
enable  tbe  people  of  the  West  lo  be  heard  in  this  House, 
he  would  move  tbe  previous  questionj  which  was  second- 
ed, tellers  being  anpointed:  Ayes  98,  noea  63, 

Tbe  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  with- 
out a  count)  snd,  on  Mr.  Wisi'a  motion,  'he  meinorial, 
reanlutJon,  Sic.,  were  read  at  length  from  tbe  Clerk's 
table. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  then  asked  for  tbe  yeas  snd  naya  on  the 
rosin  qiieitiont  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  que  tiion,  "Shall  tbe  decision  of  Ihe  Chair 
stand  aa  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  ws*  about  to  be 
propounded,  when 

Hr.  ASHLEY  asked  if  Il>e  motion  to  lay  the  memorial 
and  tbe  motion  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  th« 
table  would  be  in  order? 

The  CHAIR,  after  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  CRAIG, 
WISE,  snd  ADAMS,  decided  that,  under  the  urder  of 
the  House,  viz;  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Piacmsi's  reaolu- 
lion, the  motion  would  nol  be  in  order. 

The  main  question  waa  then  taken,  and  the  vote  waa 
aa  follows:  Yeai  163,  naya  3B: 

TsAi— Meaan.  Chilton  AlNn,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony, 
Aah,  Ashley,  Builey,  Banks,  Bartcin,  Bean,  Beardtley, 
Beaumont,  Dockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Bright,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Carr,  Cuey,  George  Chamberi,  Chaney,  C  ha  pin, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Gorwin,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Cushlng,  Cusbman,  Ilsi'linglon,  Davis, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Uromgoole, 
Dunisp,  Efner,  Everett,  Fair6eld,  Fartin,  French,  Fry, 
Phllo  C.  Fuller,  William  R.  Puller,  Gilbraith,  Gillet, 
Granger,  Grsntland,  Gravea,  Grcnnell,  Haley,  Joseph 
Htii,  Hlland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Haidin,  Harper,  A.  G. 
Harriaon,  Hawkins,  I)ayne%  Hazetline,  IJenderton, 
Hiesler,  Hoar,  Hulsey,  Hopkin^  Howard,  Howell,  Hub- 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jsckaon,  Janea,  Jarvit,  Jenifer,  Richard 
M,  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judion, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klnnard,  Ktingensmlth,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thumaa 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Lucan,  Abijih  Mann,  J. 
Mann,  William  Haaon,  Muses  Mason,  Samwin  Msaon, 
Hay,  MeCarl^  McKennan,  HcKeon,  McKim,  McLenr, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Milligsn,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Morria,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parka,  f'at- 
tersnn,  Dulee  J,  Pesrcr,  Phelpa,  Putts,  Reed,  Rencher, 
J.  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynoldr,  Roane,  Riisaell,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  S  ckles, 
Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Storer,  SulbrrUnd,  Taylor. 
Thomaa,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewb 
William^  Sberrod  Williams— 163,  .. 

NiT«_Hrssrs.  Adams,  Bell,  Bunch,  John  Cslhoon, 
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Williim  B>  Cilhoun,  CBmpbei),  Cirier,  John  Cliambcri, 
Nuhtnie)  H.  CUibornr,  J*m(>  Garland,  Rice  Garltnd, 
Qlucoch,  Graham,  Gny ton.  Griffin,  Hannef^n,  Henrj 
Johnaan,  Laoler,  Luke  Lra,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Martin,  J. 
T.  Uawn,  Haury,  UeComai,  Jamct  A.  Fearce,  Pelti- 
grew,  Peyton,  Phillipi,  Pickem,  Robertion,  Wiliiam  B. 
Bhepard,  Standerer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomnaon,  Towni^ 
While,  Wite— 38. 

[Mr.  PHILLIPS,  upanbrinf  calleJ,  roae  and  nid :  If 
itbe  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  it  ti  not  in  order  lo 
move  the  reference  oFa  petition  to  ■  commiltee  already 
appointed  upon  the  subject  to  which  the  petition  refen, 
with  initructiont  to  that  eommittee  not  conflicting  with, 
but  in  nddilion  to,  initrucliona  already  giren,  1  rote  in 
the  negative. 

The  CHAIR  itat^  the  deciaion,  and  Ur.  P«ii.iii-a 
Toted  in  the  negative.] 

So  the  Houie  determined  that  the  decrnon  of  the 
Chair  ihalt  stand  at  the  Judgment  of  the  Route,  and  the 
metnorial  waa  eoniequenlly  referred  to  the  aelect  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  abolilion,  but  without  the  In- 
at  ruction*. 

Mr.  WISE  then  rose  to  present  certain  Joint  resolu- 
tions of  Ihe  Legiilalure  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  was  proceeding  to  read 
Ibem,  when 

Hr.  BROWN  rose  to  a  quolion  of  order.  He  desi- 
red to  know  whether  the  rules  of  ihe  House  llad  not  been 
suspended  merely  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  memo- 
rials and  petitions,  and  whether  these  reaolulioni  came 
under  that  charscttrF 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  bad  alwaya  been  usual  to 
preaent  Joint  reaolutians  of  State  Legislatures  when  Ihe 
States  were  called  for  petitionsand  memorish,  and  under 
thai  rule  these  resolulions  were  in  order. 

Mr.  PARRS  begged  to  Inquire  of  the  gentlemin  from 
Virginia,  whether  a  aimilar  paper  had  not  been  present- 
ed by  another  member  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pirroa] 
yesterday.  And,  if  it  were  the  same,  he  would  inquire 
of  the  Chair  if  it  was  in  order  lo  present  the  same  pa- 
per twice' 

The  CHAIB  replied  that  it  was  not  in  its  power  to 
ny  whether  these  reaoluliani  wrre  Ihe  same  or  not, 
uniil  they  wereaent  to  the  Chair  for  examinalion. 

Ur.  W19£  replied  (hat  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
could  not  make  that  point  of  order  until  he  knew  whe- 
ther the  paper  was  the  same  or  not,  but  he  would  an- 
swer  the  gen'leman'a  inquiry   by   reading  the  paper 

Hr.  W.  then  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the  res- 
olalionsi  and,  on  concluding,  remarked  that  he  had  done 
bis  duly  by  submlUiog  ihem  to  the  House,  but  he  should 
not  present  ihem,  lo  be  carried  lo  Ihe  select  committee. 

Petiilons,  mrmorial^  and  resoTulionB,  Were  then  fur- 
ther received,  which  occupied  Ihe  remainder  of  ihe  day 
till  Ihe  hour  of  adjournment. 

WiiitiiaDAT.  H^acu  2. 

Ur.  DENNY,  by  consent,  submitted  amotion  lo  print 
5,000  extra  copies  of  the  rrport  of  the  Franklin  Inslilute 
of  PennayWanis,  on  Ihe  iubjecl  of  the  explosion  of  steam 
boliers,  iransmilted  lo  the  House  yeaterday  by  Ihe  Sec 
retary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  CHAIR  said  Ihe  motion  must,  under  Ihe  rule,  lie 

Mr.  DENNY  moved  lo  suspend  Ihe  rule,  in  order  to 
consider  his  motion  at  that  time;  which  was  asreed  tot 
Aye.  88,  noes44.  " 

Hr.  PARKS  said  a  copy  of  this  report  had  just  been 
laid  on  Iheir  tables.  No  opportunity  had  been  afforded 
to  examine  it,  or  to  ascertain  whether  it  »ai  of  any  value, 
when  a  motion  was  made  and  pressed  lo  print  an  extra 


number  of  copies.    Hs  was  opposed,  under  the  cireuin- 
stances,  lo  forcing  the  motion  though  the  House  at  this 

Ur.  WILL1AH9,  of  North  Carolins,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  motion  until  to-morrowt  which  waa  agreed  to: 
Ayea  70,  noes  64. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on  Ihe  con- 
tested election  from  North  Ckrolina,  came  up  as    the 
unAniahed  business  of  the  morning  hour  of  yesterday. 

The  question  pending  was  Ihe  amendment  of  Mr. 
Ui>x,  of  New  York,  proposing  lo  make  the  report  Ihe 
■pecial  order  for  Tuesday  neii,  instead  of  Wednesday, 
(tbisdsy,)  as  moved  by  Ihe  CoiDmltiee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  HARDsaid,  with  a  view  to  have  the  House  extend 
Ihe  usuil  courtesy  lo  the  petitioner,  and  underslanding 
it  to  be  the  usual  course,  he  moved  Ihst  Ihe  petiiioner, 
David  Newtand,  have  a  sest  assigned  him  on  Ihe  floor 
of  the  House,  and  Ihat  he  have  leave  lo  addresa  it  in 
hi*  own  behalf. 

Mr.  BYNUH  wa«  sorry  Ihe  gentleman  had  made  the 
motion.  A  ^milar  motion  had  been  made  «  few  da^ 
ago,  by  one  of  the  majority  of  the  Commillee  of  Elec- 
tions. That  motion  vaa,  Ihai  the  petitioner  hare  leave 
to  be  heard  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  by  himself  or  by 
counsel.  As  Ihe  gentleman  representing  the  minority 
of  the  committee  hid  made  the  motion  ma  somewbst 
difl'erent  form,  he  hoped  he  would  accept  an  amendment. 
Mr.  B.  than  moved  an  amendment,  that  Ihe  petiiioner  be 
beard,  on  the  main  question,  by  himselfor  by  counsel. 

Hr.  HARD  said  he  had  consulted  both  the  mijorily  and 
minority  of  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  suggestion 
of  Ihe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Bisua,] 
and  he  could  not  accept  the  amendment  of  Ihat  gen- 
Mr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  aaid,  by  leave  of  Ihe  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  Bitrcii,]!  and  bis  col- 
league, [Hr.  HiaD,]hc  would  submit  a  motion  which  he 
conceived  would  meet  the  views  of  both  those  gentlemen. 
Hr.  H.  then  moved  that  the  petiiioner,  David  Newland, 
have  leave  to  appear,  and  also  that  he  have  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  subject  of  his  petition- 
Mr.  HARD  accepted  ihe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Hawk.] 

Mr.  BYNUH  did  not  undenland  the  nwlion  precisely. 
If  il  extended  only  to  the  preliminary  question,  he  must 
objeel  to  ii.  His  object  was  to  have  tbe  petitioner  heard 
on  the  main  queiion. 

Hr.   UANN  replied  that    embraced  tbe   hearing  of 


Mr.  HcKAY  aaid  the  requeat  of  a  pelltioner,  in  Ihe 
case  of  a  contested  election,  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  had 
never,  he  believed,  been  refused,  when  asked  for.  He 
cited  tbe  caae  fhim  Geo^ia,  of  General  Jackton  and 
General  Wayne,  where  one  of  the  parties,  not  being  k 
lawyer,  was  heard  by  counsel.  He  siso  cited  the  case 
ofa  contested  election  from  Ihe  Slateof  Virginia,  where 
thepetitionerwasheardbycounael.  Hetherefore  hoped, 
if  Ihe  petiiioner  was  denrous  of  being  besrd  by  counsel, 
that  he  would  not  be  refused  the  privilege.  He  be- 
lieved such  ippllcation  had  never  been  refused,  when 

Mr.  DAVI9  thought  the  motion  should  be,  thai  the 
petitioner  be  permitted  to  address  the  House  himself  on 
tbe  preliminary  question,  and  by  counsel  on  the  main 
question,  if  hedesired  it. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  was  In  the  House  when  there 
had  been  two  eases  of  contested  eleciinns  before  it,  snd 
he  had  never  heard  even  an  application  for  counsel. 
When  a  man  waa  brought  before  the  Rouse,  charged  with 
baring  commilted  an  offence,  tbeo  he  would  grant  bin 
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Qmte^td  Ektiion. 


[H.  , 


oouiimI.  Such  hkdbeen  thecouraeinUiecMCor General 
Houilon.  Here,  howcTer,  wu  >  member  Trom  NoKb 
Cirolinki  who  hvl  been  qiiallReil,  snd  wu  acllng  m  > 
member  of  the  HouKi  nnother  perion  contettB  hia  dec- 
tionj  thej  were  to  go  by  Ihe  depoiilioni  in  the  cue, 
•nJ  nuke  up  their  inindi  Tram  them,  ind  not  fram  the 
■Tgumenti  which  might  be  nude.  They  were  oiled 
upon  to  letlle  k  greit  conititationil  ciueilion,  uid  the 
conttilutlon  gtve  to  them  the  ezeluiive  juriadiction  over 
tbit  matter.  They  were  the  judge*.  When  they  were 
Killing  great  lutionil  principle!,  growing  out  of  the 
election  armembera,  where  was  the  difTcrence  between 
that  and  wttling  great  national  prineiplei  upon  any 
other  lubject'  And  had  it  come  to  thix,  that  they 
were  to  hare  lawyers  brought  into  that  Houie  to  auiit 
(hem  out  in  their  deliberations!  He  did  aay  it  ia  a 
diiparagement  ofthat  cliaa  of  men,  far  he  himself  wai 
one  of  the  profeaiion.  But  he  would  as  lief  hear  any 
other  let  of  men  apeak,  aa  that  profeaaioni  because, 
when  they  apoke  aa  lawyer*,  they  would  argue  for  an 
hour  to  diillnguish  between  the  aoulh  and  aouihweat 
aide  of  a  hair.  He  would  aak  hia  honorable  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  B»dk,]  whether  there  wat  not 
tome  hundred  lawyers  on  that  floor,  any  of  whom  mig^t 
compare  with  the  lawyer  who  might  be  brought  there  aa 
counael  for  the  petitioner]  and  were  ihey  not  dispoaed  lo 
do  himjustice— siriel,  full,  and  ample  justice'  He  recol- 
lected that  in  the  contested  election  yrmr  before  hit,  each 
of  llw  parties  had  lawyera  to  advocate  his  cause,  and  he 
bad  no  doubt  it  would  belhecaseonlhe  present  occauon. 
He  had  na  doubt.if  there  was  to  arise  any  difficulty,  law. 
yen,  enough  would  be  found  in  the  House  to  engage  on 
both  sides.  Was  a  lawyer  to  be  introduced  on  that  floor, 
because  Ihe  genlleman  pelilioning  waanote  lawyer^  He 
boped  not. 

Hr.  DROWN  begged  to  make  an  inquiry  before  he 
voted  upon  the  queation.  He  wanted  to  know  if  this 
molion,  that  the  petitioning  member  hare  leave  to  ap- 
pear by  counsel,  wu  maile  upon  hi*  authority  snd  at  his 
requeai^  Ifaueh  was  the  Act,  he  should  hsrdly  feel  him- 
aelfai  liberty  to  refuse  an  application  ao  juit  and  reason- 
able. A  resolution  of  that  kind  might  be  neceHiry,  to 
place  the  petitioner  upon  something  like  a  footing  of 
equality  with  Ihe  sitting  member.  There  was  no  peti- 
tion for  leave  to  appear  by  counsel,  and  it  might  be  that 
the  gentleman  claiming  the  aeat  did  not  delire  any  tuch 
privilege.  He  might  be  willing;  to  trust  his  claims  to 
their  own  merits,  to  hii  own  eflorts,  and  the  efforts  of 
BHCh  friends  as  he  might  find  upon  this  floor.  He  there- 
fore begged  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  would  fumiah  the  House  with  tbis  necessary  in- 
fo rmtti  on. 

Mr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  uid  he  felt  authori- 
zed in  saying  that,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
nent  to  the  present  time,  whenever  either  of  the  parliea 
in  ■  contested  election  requested  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
sel, it  was  granted  him.  He  cited  the  ease  from  Geor- 
gia, of  General  Jickaon  and  General  Wayne,  in  which 
one  of  the  parlies  had  been  heard  by  counsel.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hibdih]  h«d  taken  Ihe 
ground  that  there  were  lawyers  enough  in  the  House  lo 
■droeate  the  claims  of  either  of  the  gentlemen.  They 
ought  not  to  act  on  the  aupposition  that  one  l>alf  would 
go  on  one  aide,  and  the  other  half  on  Ihe  other.  If  a 
gentleman  who  is  not  blessed  with  the  faculty  of  deba- 
ting wiriies  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  lilh  the 
olher,  let  him  have  some  person  lodo  for  hi  in  what  be  can- 
not do  fur  himself.  Neither  ought  they  lo  go  upon  the 
ground  that  every  gentleman  would  read  over  the  whole 
of  the  testimony,  and  examine  into  it|  then,  how  could 
one  claimant  be  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  other  claim- 
ant, unlet*  he  be  heard  by  counsel^  It  might  be  ne- 
oessiry  to  collate  Ihe  testimony,  knd  make  *  synopsis  of 


the  case;  then,  if  couosel  be  necesiMy,  let  it  tw  fiir. 

Hr.  CONNOR  stated  that  be  was  BBthoriied  by  tba 
petitioner  himself  to  Bay  he  only  dcnred  ateat  on  the 
floor  to  be  heard)  and  that  be  did  not  detfre  fUNioBel. 
He  therefore  hoped  bis  colleague  [Hr.  Bixrx]  would 
withdraw  bia  motion. 

Hr.  BYNOU  begged  leave  lo  act  the  gcntlecMn  from 
Kentucky,  [Hr.  Hiams,]  who  spoke  from  memory, 
right.  The  ease*  which  he  was  about  calling  attention 
to  were  not  from  memory.  He  then  read  the  case  of 
a  eonlested  election  from  New  Jersey,  in  1789,  in  which 
Hr.  Uadison  advocated  the  bearing  of  the  petitioner  by 
counsel,  and  Ihe  petitioner  wa«  heard  by  counaeU  He 
cited  another  esse  in  1804,  in  which  a  petitioner  was 
heard  by  counseL  He  mentioned  tboee,  a*  additional 
evidence  in  support  of  those  already  mentioned.  There 
were  other  cases  which  might  be  enumerated;  and,  in  the 
whole  book  of  elections,  there  wu  notan  inslance  where 
counsel  had  been  denied  when  asked  for;  and  he  was 
aorry  to  hear  such  aentiments  come  from  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  who  repretented  a  farming  people.  And 
were  Ihe  farming  people  not  to  be  beard  by  counsel  on 
conslitutional  questions?  It  was  doing  injustice  to  that 
people  to  exclude  them  from  having  counsel  in  that 
House.  He  wished  to  reply  lo  some  remarks  wliich  fell 
from  Ihe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvama,  [Mr.  McKst- 
■la,]  the  other  day.  That  gentleman  did  not  know 
Mr.  B.,  and  be  must  be  permitted  to  tell  that  gentleman, 
when  he  became  acquainted  wlih  him,  he  would  be 
among  the  last  members  in  lliat  House  whom  he  would 
attempt  to  misrepresent.  The  genllemtn  fratn  Pennsyl- 
■ported  lo  have  si " 


opinion  that  ihe  (itting  member  was  not  entitled  to  hia 
seat,  although  no  opportunity  had  been  afforded  for  the 
examinalion  of  the  case."  Mr.  O.  asked  the  House  and 
Ihe  honorable  gentleman  if  he  had  made  such  declara- 
tion! In  reply  to  some  remarka  which  had  fallen  from 
his  two  colleague*  on  Ihal  aubject,  he  did  make  use  of 
the  following  words,  a*  he  distinctly  recollected:  "he 
himself  was  not  decided  on  ihe  subject,-  he  wanted  to 
have  more  light,  as  well  aa  the  gentleman  himselft  but 
from  what  he  had  understood,  if  he  might  be  permitted 
to  express  an  opinion,  he  was  prediaposed  lo  believe  that 
the  silting  member  was  not  entitled  to  hia  teal."  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  put  »orda  in  his 
moulll  which  he  had  never  said.  When  some  gentle- 
men have  not  lubject-matler  to  make  a  display  of  par- 
liamentary talents,  ihey  bncy  some  monalroua  object,  to 
show  themaelres  oR'to  advantage.  Hr.  B.  said  he  bad 
not  made  such  •  statement,  and  the  attributing  it  lo  him 
was  gratuitous. 

Mr.  HcKENNAN  said  he  would  he  the  last  man  who 
would  Btlempt  lo  misrepresent  any  gentleman.  But  a* 
to  what  he  had  staled,  he  submitted  it  to  the  House  to 
say  whether  there  wu  any  material  difference  between 
what  he  had  said  and  the  language  admitted  by  ilie  gen- 
tleman himself.  He  had  said  that  he  had  not  mean*  of 
examining  into  Ihe  case;  and  as  other  gentlemen  had  n«t 
had  an  opportunity  lo  do  so,  he  only  said  tlwt  gentlemen 
ought  not  to  prejudge  il.  As  impsrtial  jurors,  tbey 
would  be  called  upon  to  decide  the  case,  and  tbey  sliould 
do  BO  without  any  prediiposition  of  it. 

Mr.  BYHUH  roae  to  reply,  bul  his  remark*  were  ar- 
retted by  the  expiralion  ot  the  hour. 

The  RHAIR  announced  the  special  orders,  being  ihe 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order 
to  proceed  with  Ihe  preliminary  diseuttion  on  the  con- 
tested election. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLBNQ  was  compelled  to  ask  for  Ihe 
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ytmt  wd  Wfn  on  the  motion  to  Mitpcnd  Ibe  laUa.     The 

public  interett  wu  nifferingin  coniequeneeorthe  deter 
ID  the  punfe  of  the  ippropriftUon  biUi,  and  be  could 
no  longwr  remiin  qukicent. 

Tbt  jeu  md  t»yt  were  ordered,  end  were:  Teu  6^ 
MjPt  133. 

So  the  HouM  refuted  to  luipend  the  ruki. 

PORTUGUESE  DUTIES. 

The  SPEAKER  Uid  befbr*  the  Hou**  the  followinK 
meaege  from  Ibe  Preridcnt  i^the  United  State*)  which 
wu  reftrred  to  the  CoQUnittee  on  Foreign  Affiin,  tnd 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

WiMiaaTOB,  AA.  39,  1836. 
7b  Ihe  SemOt  and  Hmite  of  Beprmenlaiivtt.- 

1  tranimit  >  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  commu- 
nicatin^  an  application  from  the  charge  d'affairei  of 
Portugal  for  the  pmage  bj  Congreia  of  a  ipecial  act 
aboliiRing  discriminaling  dutiei  upon  tlic  eargoea  of 
Portuguete  veiteli  imported  into  the  United  Stitea, 
from  thote  porta  of  the  dotniniona  of  Portugal  in  which 
no  diicrlmlnating  dutiei  are  charged  upon  the  vcMela  of 
the  United  Stale*  or  thtir  cargoea,  and  proriding  for 
..!...„  „r<h_j;...:n,:-..:^|,jjt;„  which  bare  been - 
if  Portuguete  veaaelttbui 


|>  duties  which  bare  been 

cumiUnced,  nnce  Uie  IBlh  of  ApVil,  1834. 

I  atio  Unntmit  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  hat 
taken  place  upon  the  subject,  between  Ihe  Department 
of  Slate  and  the  chargi  d'tfTairei  ofportugal. 

The  whole  matter  it  -aubmiited  to  the  diacretion  of 
Congrera,  with  thit  tuggeitlon:  that  ifanaclihould  be 
[)aMed,  placinr  the  car^oea  of  Portugueie  veaiel*,  com- 
ing from  certkin  ports  of  the  territories  of  Portugal,  on 
the  footing  of  thuae  imparled  in  vestels  of  the  United 
States,  in  deciding  upon  the  propriety  of  restoring  the 
duties  heretofore  leTied,  and  the  lime  to  which  Ihey 
ahould  be  restored,  regard  should  be  had  to  [he  fact 
that  the  drcree  of  the  ISlli  April,  1S34,  which  is  made 
Ihe  basis  of  the  present  application,  took  cfTecl  in  the 
■stands  of  Madeira  and  the  Azores  many  montlia  after  its 
promulgation  I  and  to  the  more  import int  fact,  that,  until 
the  lat  of  February,  inilant,  an  indirect  advantage  vat 
allowed  in  Portugal  to  importation*  from  Great  Britain, 
over  Ihoae  from  other  countriei,  including  Ihe  United 
States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

OHIO  AND  MICHIGAN  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Judiciary, 
asked  leave  to  make  a  report  from  that  committee,  on 
the  Bubjecl  of  the  application  of  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan (or  admiuion  into  Ihe  Union,  and  on  the  meaaage  of 
Uie  President  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  in  retelion  to  the  dis- 
puted boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan.  Mr. 
T.  exptained  that  he  made  the  request  of  Ihe  Honte 
merely  that  the  report  and  doeuinenli  should  be  put  in 
the  baiidt  of  Ihe  publie  printer,  as  they  would  take 
■CTeral  day*  to  print,  and  not  to  discuss  or  even  read  the 
report  at  that  time. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  objecting, 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  auipentl  the  rulesg  which 
wat  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  then  presented  Ihe  foregoing  report,  accom- 

Eanied  by  a  bill  to  ettablish  the  northern  boundary 
ne  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  Ihe  admiation 
of  the  SUte  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  certain  condi- 
tions) which  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ihe  Whole  on  thealale  of  the  Union. 

Ht.  T.  then  gave  notice  thai  on  to-morrnw  he  should 
a>k  leave  to  move  that  the  bill  be  made  the  special  order 
of  Ihe  day  for  the  ISth  of  the  present  month. 


the  "bill  for  the  rerMfof 
>r  the  lire  in  the  city  of  New  York."  which 
wat  on  itt  final  pasaage. 

Mr.PEARCE.ofRhodeliUnd,  concludedhisreimrki, 
and  addreaied  the  Houae  at  length,  in  oppoaition  to  the 
prorisiona  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LANE,  after  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  latt 
gentleman,  demanded  the  previout  queaiion. 

Mr.  EVERBIT  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  pret* 
that  motion,  after  making  a  tpeecb  hintelf. 

Mr.  VANDERFOEL  moved  a  call  of  the  House) 
which  was  ordercdiand,  after  proceeding  tome  time,  it 
waa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOWELL,  auspended. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded  by  the 
House,  Uken  by  tellers:  Ayet  81,  noes  78. 

Mr.  EVKRETT  aiked  for  the  yeai  and  nayi  on  the 
quetlion,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put."  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  result  waa  at  follows:  Yeas  93, 
nays  ItOi 

Yiit~Hem4.  Ailamt,  Hemtn  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Boekee, 
Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Ctmbreleng,  Carr,  Catey, 
Chapln,  Childa,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cuthman,  Diu'lington,  Dickerson,  Doubledai>, 
Duntep,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  W. 
K.  Fuller,  James  (Garland,  Glaacock,  GnnlUnd,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Albert  G.  Harrison. 
Htynes,  Howard,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, William  Jackson,  Jabei  Jacluon,  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Judson,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lay,  Gideon  Ler,  Joshua 
Lee,  Thomu  Lee,  Leonard,  Love,  Luess,  Abijth  Mann, 
John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Motet  Hsion,  Hay.  Mc- 
Keon,  McKim,  McLene,  Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Owen*. 
Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Pbelpt,  John  Reynolds,  Jotepb 
Reynolds,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickle^  Smith, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vender- 
poel.  Ward,  Wardwelt,  Webater— 9J. 

NiTC— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ashley,  Binka  Bell, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggi,  Buchanan,  Bunch, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carapbetl,  Carter, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Nalhaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwln,  Crane,  Cuihin^ 
Davis,  De:iny,  Dromgoole,  Evans,  Ercrell,  Forester, 
French,  Fry,  Gtlbrsith,  Klce  Garland,  Graliam,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hamtr,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins  Htiel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Ingersoll, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer.  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Job  Hann, 
Martin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  MtComas,  McKsy, 
Mc  Ken  nan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mllligen,  Montgomery, 
Mdrgan,  Morris,  Parks,  Ptllon,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Jimea 
A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Riiane,  Robertson,  Russell,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Shields,  SInane,  Spanrler,  SUndeTer,  Steele, 
Slorer,  Taliaferro,  lliomit,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turner, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Weeks,  White-,  Wbitlleaey,  Lewia 
William^  SUerrod  Williams— 110. 

So  Che  House  determined  that  Ihe  msin  quetlion  shall 
not  be  now  pul|  anl  the  ifftct  of  the  vole  wat  to  put  the 
subject  from  before  the  House  thii  day. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  Ihe  Honte  then 
reanlved  ittelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  Ihe  Union,  Mr.  Millm  in  the  chair,  and  resu- 
med the  cunaideration  of  the  bill  making  appropHatluna 
far  Ibe  naval  service  for  Ibe  year  1S36. 
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Savcl  ^pnprMioH  Bill. 


«  item  for  the  impToreraent  and  necMMuy  re- 
pair* of  tbe  MT7  jutd  Rt  Fortimoutb,  New  Hampihire, 
one  tmlf,  «i*:  from  167,000  to  (33,300. 

Ht.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Orolin*,  look  the  floor, 
Mkd  Rddrened  the  Chiir  m  rollaw*: 

Hr.  Chainnui:  I  reflet,  lir,  (hat  Iheie  ippropriitiani 
•re  preMnted  under  drcunutaneei  which  B«Ke  it  im- 
poMible  for  me  to  rote  for  them.  Tbej  may  be,  to  a 
eerlain  extent,  necenary  and  proper.  I  cannot  «ytUat 
even  the  inclination  of  my  mind  is  against  theiDt  but 
coming  before  ui  a*  they  do,  not  in  the  uiual  routine, 
•Itoran  Inmtintiai]  '" 
the  Naral  C  ommittee, 

vitteeufWayaaiidUnna, .. 

•tead  of  a  billproTtding'  forthe  general  maritime  defence 
^Ihe  country,  the  whole  coantry,  baaed  upon  evidence, 
repotti^RndealiiiMte«,rn>m  the  proper  wMiree«,preMnting' 
onenmeral  lyitem,  equal  andjuit,  we  are  called  upon  to 
act  in  detail,  upon  detached,  minute,  and  separate  mem- 
ben.  I  cannot  doubt  that  all  the  materials  are  at  hand, 
and  that  there  are  ofl!cer«  capable  of  digeatine  sach  a 
plan.  Why  is  it  not  donef  What  is  the  preating  eii- 
vency  by  which  we  are  required  in  tuoh  haste  to  act  on 
tfteae  particular  nary  yards'  Why  is  it  that  the  appro- 
priatioita  for  thew  yaraa  are  thus  pressed  upon  us,  and 
hiwiBhi  nn  in  this  unusual  mode,  when  the  ipplication 
i  at  Pensacols,  more  important  than  any  of 


an  InrcstiKatian  of  the  subject  snd  a  report  Tr 
laral  Committee,  but  in  a  bill  reported  by  the  Ci 
cofWayaandUrana,  I  cannot  rote  Ibr  ihem. 


priatiou 
brought c 


Btory  coarse  of  a  reference  to  the  Narat  Committee- 
Wbenerer,  sir,  ati^  a  plan  as  I  haTo  suggested  is  pre- 
aented,  I  am  willing  to  appropriate  ai  mueb  money  as 
on  be  wisely  and  econonUcally  expended)  and  ifaome- 
tWnr  like  Justice  is  done  to  the  South  and  West,  I  shall 
not  he  Of  er-captious  as  to  thi 
appropriations  to  the  North. 

aol  tote  one  &rthingi  I  wil      ..   . 

thns^  and  then  take  the  chancea  for  our  own. 

It  is  a  common  board,   at  which  all  muat  ait  __ 

tMoe.     I  will  not  wait  for  the  second  table,  and  take  the 
fragment*  which  may  be  left  by  appetites  which  ~ 
not  call  roiBoioui^  hut  which  1  shalF  show  are  no 
•aailT  ntiafied. 

Tke  itcBt  of  appropriation  now  under  consideration 
are  taken  without  the  change  ofa  letter  or  figure  IVom 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  'of  the  Navy.  I  ihcrerore 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  otlier  recommendations  orthe 
Secretary,  in  immediate  connexion  with  this  subject, 
will  in  due  seaaon  also  be  presented  to  us.  1  have  only 
to  regret  that  they  are  not  all  under  consideration  at 
once.  It  may,  however,  have  been  prudent  to  give  UHm 
to  us  in  broken  dosea.  I  sliaii,  however,  take  leave  to 
advert  to  all  of  Ihem  in  this  diicusaiont  I  will  endeavor 
to  collect  these  scattered  sweels,  and  I  am  utterly  mis- 
taken In  the  fbroe  of  truth,  ifthe  reiult  doe*  not  aston. 
■sh  this  House  and  this  nation. 

Bxpeetipg,  ss  I  do,  sir,  the  aid  and  co-operation  at 
very  many  honetable  members  who  are  attached  to  the 
administraiion  patty,  I  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, to  avoid  even  the  iroputslion  of  making  thia  un- 
neccaaarily  a  party  question.  Its  importance  rise*  infi- 
nitely higher  than  any  such  considerations.  I  have  no 
motive  to  do  so.  The  President  of  the  United  Stales  ia 
rafudly  passing  from  the  stag«  of  public  action,  and  is 
ahoul  to  assume  his  station  in  history.  I  will  not  antici- 
pate what  that  atation  will  be;  1  feel  that  I  am  not  an  im- 
partial judge.  I  cannot  forbear  to  expreas  the  happi- 
neas  which  I  feel,  that  we  are  called  upon  to  act  upon 
this  imporlant  subject,  free  from  the  extraneous  and  ex- 
iting mfluence  of  tiM  prospect  of  a  collision  with 
France.  1  can  oow  vote  money  for  permanent  and  pro- 
gressive works,  which,  under  such   an  spprchetwion,  ' 


would  have  husbanded  for  menandahipsi  and,  sir,  I  will 
not  disguise  that  the  adjustment  of  our  diSerencea  witti 
France  sfForda  me  a  perMnal,  a  selfish  sa^afaction,  as 
remarks  heretofore  made,  that  I  saw  In  the 
France  nothing  of  threat  or  intimidation,  but 
every  thing  of  conciliation,  even  of  kindness.  Through 
the  magnanlmoui  intcrfcrence  oT  England,  that  contro- 
versy Is  now  settled — magnsnimoiis  (ifdisinterealed)  be- 
yond  any  thing  in  history.  Our  raarittme  frontier  may 
properly  be  divided  into  three  sectloiM.  1.  From  IMne 
to  the  Capet  of  Virginia,  denominstcd  the  north  Atlan- 
lic.  3.  From  the  Cspe*  of  Tirgrnia  to  Florida  pointi 
the  south  Atlantic  3.  From  Florida  point  to  the  Sa- 
bine, or  the  Gulf  frontier.  From  the  Capet  of  Virginia 
to  Maine  it  lest  than  one.third  of  the  whole  frontier, 
and  the  country  dependent  upon  it  lest  than  oae^fth  <i 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  I  will  endeavor  U 
show,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  and 
oiher  measures  before  the  House,  how  much  It  is  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  to  these  sections,  respectively.  1 
am  aware,  sir,  that  I  am  entering  open  an  invidious  duly. 
I  hope  that  it  is  not  my  nature  to  be  over-querulous  or 
jealous.  I  know  that  I  should  not  properljr  represent 
tbote  who  tend  me  here;  if  I  were  to  scrtiliniie  too  nice- 
ly the  messorrs  of  disburteroc  nt  to  the  diSferent  sections 


common  country — a  disbursement  nceessariTv  u 
equal,  to  a  certain  extent.  I  trust,  wr,  for  my  apolog 
to  the  bets  which  I  will  develop. 


Foji*^  qfietn  a 
Portimoutb, 

New  York,  -  >.  ■ 

Philaddphia, 

Wathington, 

Norfulk, - 

Baltimore  station, 

Sackett's  harbor, 

Washington,  on  gencralduly, 

TolaUrnorth  Atlantic, 

Charleston, 


Total  ol  south  Atlantic  and  Gulf,         t37,i79  SO 


#23,r39  ?5 
53,53r  75 
S3,53r  rj 
39,«r  75 
39,783  75 
53,887  75 
7,363  50 
1,000  00 
5,000  00 

*356,363  00 


Imprieement  and  repair  ofnasy  yardi. 


Portsmouth, 

New  York, 
Philadelphia, 
Washington, 
Norfolk, 


North  Atlantir,     • 
South  Atlantic,  nothing, 
Gulf  of  Mexico,'  . 


t67,000  m 
\99,ir5  00 
84,300  00 
11,750  00 
37,500  00 
167,000  00 

#367,135  00 

'64,000  00 


JtUilional  improvement  of  navy  yardi. 


Portsmouth, 

New  York, 
Philadelphit, 
Washington, 
Norfolk, 


Total  of  north  Atlantic, 


$100,000  00 
330,000  00 

1,450,000  00 
60,000  00 
65,000  00 

1,000,000  00 

.  #3,233.000  00 
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Wbole  Gulf  frontier,    -  -  -    »3r5,000  00 

I  would  forbear  to  remark  upon  thcie  Kparate  pointa 
until  I  liad  preKnted  the  wbole,  but  I  cannot.  I>  there 
any  one  mm  whoae  lenie  of  juatice  dnea  not  revolt  at 
Ibul  OnMhird  of  the  frontier  and  one-flf\b  of  the  ter- 
ritory ia  to  reeeiTe,  for  oni  item  of  expenditure, 
t3.3as,aO0;  another  aection,  more  than  equil  In  extent 
ofcoaatand  territory,  to  receive. nothinsi  and  againit  Ihia 
enormoui  sum  appropriated  to  Ihia  tmall  aeclion  you 
have  (275,000  lo  the  other  four-filths.  Can  any  people 
bear  thia— ought  any  people  to  beu  lt|  from  •  Govern- 
ment, too,  under  the  moat  kicred  obligationt  lo  diatri- 
bute,  a«  equally  ai  practicable,  ita  burden*  and  ita  ben- 
efiU? 

I  will  DOW  give  you  the  eitinulea,  the  ezpendilurea  of 
which  miwt  principally  he  made  on  the  Dortli  Allanti 


ProviaJooi, 

Bepain  of  veaael*  in  ordinary,  • 

Mediclnea,         .  .  -  . 

Ordnance  itores, 

lliacellaiieouB  items, 

Conlingencei,   -  .  •  • 

Fay  of  ofBcen  of  receiving  vewela  at 
Boiton,  New  York,  FbiladelpbU,  Bal- 
timore, and  Norfolk,  - 

Pay  afofiiceraitfive recruiting italiona, 

tbe  ume  above  named. 
Annual  increaae  of  (he  navy,  expended, 

of  coune,  at  the  northern  navy  yarda, 
Completing  iteam  veaKia  at.  New,  York, 
BuJiiIing  ibree  ateam  veiwu,  of  coune 

at  (ome  northern  yard, 
HoipilaU  at  New  York  and  Boiton, 
Cout  survey,  confined  to  north  Atlantic, 
Powder  magazine*  at  New  York  and 

Boalon,  .... 

ToUl,      .... 


#560,000  00 
950,000  00 
40,000  00 
■  50.000  00 
395.000  00 
3,000  00 


eM,ooo  00 

45,410  00 

80,000  00 


1356,369  00 

567,125  00 

3,235,000  00 

3,599,043  50 


-  17,547,530  50 


Pay  of  offieeri  and  aoldier*. 
Improvement  and  repair  of  yards. 
Additional  improvement  of  yards, 
Geoenl  eatimalea, 

Total  norlb  Atlantic,        -  

Pay  of  officer!  at  ChMletloD  and  Fen. 

aacola,  -  •  -  •  (37,199  50 
Improveroent  of  the  navy  yard  at  Pen- 

ueola.              ....  64,000  00 

Additional  Improvement  of  do.     do.  375.000  00 

Powder  magazine  al  PeoBBCoIa,  -  17,000  00 


Total  for  MUihAtUnlicandGulfofHesieo,  393,199  50 
GroM  apecifio  approprialiona   for  north 

Atlantic,  ....     7,547,530  50 

To  which  may  he  added  the  amount  of 

the  billon  the  tshle  for  finishing  abips, 

be,  of  coune  at  northern  yards,        .    3,000,000  00 


9,547,530  50 

To  vliicU  may  be  added  llic  fullowing, 
which  must  be  inciilenlally  applied  lo 
uortliAllantic;Pkyofoflicenan(tmen,     1,974,338  91 

Pay  of  superintend  en  IS,  naval  contingen- 
cies, and  civil  esUblisbmenls  of  yards,  66,540  00 

2,043,878  91 


Total  for  noilh  Atlantic,  - 


»5«,179  00 
To  which,  air,  allaw  me  to  add  the  proposed  appro- 
priations for  fortification*,  which  give  to  ihia  aante  favor- 
ed section  t3,32G.000,  and  #170,800  lo  the  remaining 
four-fllths. 

It  alanda  Ihuai 
Naval    appropriationi    on     north    At- 

knlic,  •  #11,440,409  41 

Portificationa,       .  .  -  -    S,336,000  00 


Whole  aoulh  AtUntic  aod  Gul^ 
Naval  appropriations. 
Fortifications, 


f713,979  00 


One.firth  of  the  country  reoeivea  appropriations  at 
about  therateoftwomilliona  to  every  hundred  thousand 
given  to  Ibe  remaining  fuur.fifths.  These,  Ur.  Chiir<- 
■nan,  are  facta  depending  on  figurea,  about  which  I  think 
there  can  be  and  is  no  miatake.  If  there  be  any  error, 
I  am  happy  to  know  Ihit  I  ahall  be  corrected,  and  no  one 
be  misled  by  me.  Are  they  not  appalling  facial  Do 
they  not  demand  the  tolemn  convderation  of  the  peop1« 
of  the  South  and  West'  Is  this  terrible  inequality  un. 
avoidable^  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  drcumstancea  of  tha 
two  aeclions,  nalunl,  aocial,  or  polilieal,  which  cauaea  it, 
and  for  which  there  is  no  remedy?  I  aincciely  hope  not, 
1  believe  not.  If!  were  to  aay  olherwiae,  1  should  feel 
that  I  had  entitled  myself,  for  the  fint  time,  to  a  nam« 
often  unjuBlly  applied  lo  me — that  of  diaonioniat.  Sir, 
if  this  be  true,  it  never  wsa  designed,  it  cannot  come  lo 
good,  that  two  people,  with  inlereila  ao  incompatible, 
should  remain  together.  If,  sir,  there  is  no  ren>edy  lor 
all  this;  if  you  announce,  by  a  peraevennce  in  tbil 
coune  of  legislation,  that  tbia  atate  «f  itunfp  mtist  con- 
tinue, one  aection  almost  esdonvely  to  pay  taxea,  and 
anotlier  to  receive  themi  Ihat  the  relation  of  tlie  South 
and  Weat  lo  the  Nortb  ia  lo  be  forever  that  of  tribut*- 
psyers  lo  tribule.reccivers,  of  eoloniratoamother  coun- 
try, ay,  sir,  to  attep-mother  country,  and  that  this  iaour 


Union,  you  have  diiaolved  it.  Sir,  a  union  of  States 
such  as  ours,  like  tlie  relation  of  private  friendship,  to 
be  honorable  or  lasting,  must  be  one  of  tbe  moat  per^ 
feci,  the  proudest  equality.  The  moment  j-ou  announce 
that  we  of  the  South  and  Weat  must  pay  m  dollars  and 
cents  for  Ihe  honor  and  advantagei  which  we  derive 
from  Ihii  union,  the  honor  of  benig  day  after  day  de- 
oounced  in  the  lialt  sppropristed  to  our  common  legis- 
lation as  robbers  and  Isnd-pirales,  and  the  advantage  of 
(laying  onc.fuurlh  of  our  income  as  tribute  lo  another  aec. 
lion,  you  announce  that  this  Government  is  one  which 
no  man  from  the  South  or  West  could  desire  to  perpct- 
uale,  but  one  who  was  born  to  be  a  slave,  and  deserve* 
hi*  destiny. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  aware  tliat  these  are  unwelcome 
Irulhs.  i  know,  tir,  Ihat  any  allusion  lu  Iheae  lopica  ia 
not  very  graciously  received,  coming  from  one  of  that 
calumnitled  party  to  which  it  Is  my  pride  to  belongj  but. 
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«r,  Ihey  ire  Iruthi  which  every  canudention  of  duty 
eoiDpeli  me  to  ulter.  Th«  attachment,  sir,  of  llie  whole 
SouUi  to  this  Onion  is  ■  whe,  deep,  and  abiding  atlich- 
menl.  It  ii  one  of  the  first  articleB  of  our  political  faith  i 
not  the  very  Brati  no,  »ir,  we  priie  liberty  more.  It  !■ 
B  mater  of  political  religion,  aimoit  *uperititian.  It  is 
*n  tfialr  di  combined  principle  andsenlimentt  one  of 
thoK  lubjectiin  which  all  the  colder  cilcutationi  of  the 
head  are  quickened  and  invigorated  by  all  Iheimpulsei 
of  the  heart. 

tn  the  {general,  it  is  true  that,  when  money  is  once 
brought  into  the  Treasury,  it  belongs  to  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  too  strict  an  inquiry  should  not  be  instituted 
whence  it  comes;  but  when  such  a  monstrous  inequality 
of  disburaement  is  discovered,  the  inquiry  is  natural, 
where  is  this  money  levied.'  A  plain,  honest  man  would 
naturally  suppose  that,  of  course,  it  came  chiefly  from 
the  region  upon  viblch  it  is  so  lavishly,  so  profusely  dis- 
buraed.  Let  us  make  this  inquiry,  and  according  to  the 
result  will  this  seeming  and  most  revolting  cnuriniiy  be 
mitigated  or  aggravated.  Is  it,  can  it  be  true  that  this 
favored  region,  which  receives  at  the  rale  of  at  least 
forty  to  one  in  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country, 
doeinot  pay  more,  does  not  pajr  h  much,  does  not  even 

Ely  one-third  as  much,  a*  its  fair  proportion  of  the  pub- 
c  revenues?  How,  sir,  is  our  revenue  raised?  First, 
bj' duties onimports.  Howis  ittbat  the  loreini  merchsn- 
dise  is  brought  to  us  upon  which  these  duties  are  paid,' 
Because  we  can  pay  for  it.  Let  our  ability  to  pay  cease, 
and  it  will  cease  to  come.  Credit  lietween  nation*, 
which  is  only  an  aggregate  of  the  credit  of  individuala, 
cannot  outlast  the  aBility  to  pay.  In  what  is  this  foreign 
merchandise  paid  for?  In  the  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco, 
«r  the  Boulh  and  West.  Abstract  these,  andean  the 
commerce  continue?  The  northern  section  of  our  coun- 
try has  nothing,  in  comparison,  which  will  serve  the 
purposes  of  foreign  exchaiigea,  TUe  people  of  that  re- 
gion have  oflen  declared  that  they  cannot  contend,  even 
in  our  own  markets,  without  discriminating  duties.  How 
could  they  meet,  on  even  disadvantageous  terms,  foreign 
competition?  I  may  be  told  that  much  of  this  money  is 
collected  at  the  North,  New  York,  for  instance.  It  is 
collected  there,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  tax  is 
levied  there.  People  are  generally  very  willing  to  re- 
linquiib  the  privilege  of  being  taxed.  Would  New  York 
give  up  the  privilege  of  this  collection,  and-  all  its  inci- 
dents? No,  sir.  It  it  the  proGts  which  tliaC  city  has  re- 
ceived from  the  transit  of  southern  staples  and  European 
goods  which  lia^  mainly  contributed  to  building  up  that 
modern  Tyre,  thateily  of  commercial  noblemen.  1  may 
be  told  that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty,  and  therefore 
that  the  people  of  the  North  pay  u  much  as  we  do. 
Adroit  that  argument  to  be  true,  is  it  not  manifest  that, 
whilat  that  section  (as  a  section,  1  speak  not  ofindivid- 
uata)  pay*  with  one  hand  as  a  cuosunver,  it  receives 
back  with  the  other,  under  ihe  protection  of  the  tariff, 
more  than  it  paysi  whilst  (o  us  it  is  uncompensated  taxa- 
tion' Nowise  statesman  ever  considered  this  question 
but  as  involving  the  compound  consideration  of  taxation 
anddisbursemEnl.  Itis  not  very  material,  in  a  general 
point  of  view,  how  high  the  taxes  of  a  country  are,  if 
they  are  disbursed  in  the  same  region  where  they  are 
levied.  They  will  dilTuse  themselves  through  the  whole 
nrstem.  It  is  the  blood  of  the  social  system,  which,  if  in 
the  foot  at  one  moment,  is  in  the  head  the  next;  but  take 
it  from  the  arm,  and  feebleness  follows.  Sir,  tlie  heart 
of  this  system  is  at  the  South,  whence  the  blood  gushes 
out  at  those  great  ventricles,  Charleston,  Savannah, 
Mobile,  and  New  Orleans.  It  flows  out  lliroiigh  the  ar- 
teries, but  returns  through  the  veins.  The  South,  air, 
is  Ihe  well-spring,  deep,  abundant)  the  North  the  reser- 
voir: this  Government  the  machinery  by  which  the  wa- 
ter is  raised  in  one  lection,  and  deposited  in  inolher. 
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We  only  know  our  Government  as  a  tax-gatherer;  the 
North  by  its  bounties  and  benelieence.  It  comes  io  ui 
in  exaclioni  it  visits  the  North,  aadid  Jupiter  Da nz,  ip 
a  shower  of  gold.  U  comes  to  us  in  absorptioni  to  the 
North  in  fertilizing  showers.  If  we  have  it  even  in  dew, 
it  is  not  in  its  refreshing  quality,  hut  only  in  the  gentle- 

The  other  great  source  of  revenue,  and  destined  to  be 
equal  at  least  to  the  first,  iithe  public  lands — arevenua 
derived  exclusively  from  the  South  and  West.  Can  the 
West— the  youthful  and  comparatively  poor,  but  gallant 
and  patriotic  West — which  pays  a  large  portion  of  the 
taxes  on  imporls,  both  as  consumers  and  producers,  bear 
this  eternal  depletion,  Ihistide  that  knows  no  reflux?  It 
is  estimated  that  therewill  next  year  be  abatrscled  from 
that  section  twenty.live  millions;  with  Ihe  Cumberiaid 
road,  and  every  other  appropriation,  you  will  not  return 
two.  Can  any  country  long  endure  this?  Will  any  peo- 
ple who  deserve  to  be  free  long  endure  it.  I  feel  Ihe 
reap onsibi lily  of  developing  and  commenting  on  these 
facta.  We  are  told  that,  in  the  third  or  fourth  century,* 
biahop  was  expelled  from  his  diocess  for  revealing  to 
others  than  (he  priests  and  catccliumens  certain  mysteries 
of  bis  religion;  but  as  I  do  not  like  mysteries  or  tecretft 
either  in  religion  or  politics,  I  do  not  hesitate  in  Ihe  dli' 
chsrge  of  what  I  regard  my  duty.  For  a  different  course 
I  might  perhaps  receive  a  compliment  Io  my  liberality, 
which  1  should  regard  as  purchased  by  the  sacrifice  of 
the  sacred  obligations  of  duly  and  fidelity  to  those  who 
sent  me  here. 

Is  this  state  of  things  btyond  the  reach  of  remedy! 
He  is  the  worst  enemy  of  this  Union  whoshsllsay  so — he 
its  best  friend  who  shall  prove  Ihe  opposite.  It  is,  tea 
certain  extent,  true  that  the  Southern  and  Gulf  coast  does 


some  three  or  four,  and  they,  I  apprehend,  are  infinite^ 
strengthened  in  their  claims  by  the  amallneit  of  their 
number.  The  charge  will  be  so  much  Ihe  less,  whiUt 
their  importance,  in  time  of  war,  both  to'  ourselves 
or  to  an  enemy,  will  be  increased.  Charleston,  Port 
Boyal,  and  Brunswick,  present  admirable  positions  for 
navy  yards,  with  every  possible  advantage,  and  bars  al- 
ready deep  enough  for  sloops  and  frigates,  and  capable 
ofbein^  deepened  to  any  required  exlcnt~a  process, 
which  it  has  been  demonstrated  at  Ocracock  and  Nan- 
tucket is  not  only  practicable  but  easy.  But,  sir,  there  !■ 
another  point — Penascola,  whose  importance  I  do  not 
think  I  maehifv  when  I  say  that  it  is  greater  than  that  of 
New  York  itself,  and  as  great  as  all  the  other  points  put 
together!  It  is  the  only  point  on  the  Gulf  where  the 
ship  of  any  enemy  can  lie  in  safety,  and  literally  com' 
mands  the  whole  of  thecommerceofthevast  valley  of  the 
Miisisaippi— a  country  equal  to  eight-tenths  of  the  United 
States.  Whatarethe  object  in  selecting  sites  fornavyyard 
fortifications?  To  secure  a  place  of  refuje, 
nd  repairs,  to  protect  the  avenues  of  interior 
To  keep  out  of  the  hands  of  an  enemy  a 
strong  position.  Ai  to  the  first,  it  is  a  roailstead  in  which 
half  the  navy  of  England  can  ride  with  perfect  safely. 
As  to  the  two  last,  what  point  so  important?  Siipposa 
an  enemy  in  possession  of  New  York,  the  great  city  of 
New  York,  how  small  is  Ihe  country  absulutely  depend- 
ent, and  which  could  not  find  some  other  outlet?  Let 
an  enemy  have  possession  of  the  debouclie  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  you  block  up  Ihe  trade  of  eight-tenths  of  the 


supplies 


,  the  whole  of  that  vast  VBlley,ln  compariac 
wbicii  Egypt  is  but  a  garden  spot — a  commerce,  going 
and  returning,  of  more  thin  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  annually,  and  involving  the  interest  of  such  a 
vast  extent  of  our  country,  from  tiie  trapper  of  tlie 
frozen  forests  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  to  the  owner 
of  the  princely  sugar  estate  on  the  banks  of  the  Misjis- 
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Mppii  almott  wiihin  thetroptci.  A  Mfe  turborforin 
tntmj,  a  pimceof  refu^  for  repairs  knd  for  luppllea,  un- 
iurpiiied  hy  any  in  the  trorlil;  and  u  a  point  Tram  which 
to  hinuan  enemy,  trhenen^ged  in  trar,'*that  unprofiC- 
■abieconteal,  «hlch ahould do  the  otlier  the  moalharm," 
"it  la  iDore  imporl ant  than  all  the  other  naval  pikceapul 
together.  Near  what  other  point  on  our  coaat  haianj 
'TorelTTi  nation  UUnd)  orharbora?  Here  ihe  IVeit  Indict 
are  almoat  within  a  itone'a  throw.  In  the  lately  sppre- 
-hended  conteat  with  France,  at  what  poini  waa  it  ex- 
pected that  the  blow  would  be  nruck*  At  the  North, 
where  mlllioni  have  been  expended  ^  No,  air,  but  upon 
tliia  tcmptinff,  vulnerable,  and  neglected  point.  One 
would  nilurally  nippoae  that  Ihta  place  not  only  poi 
Tia  adTan'agea,  but  wai  abaotutrly  incapable  of 
inadeanaval  atation.  lathiisn'  Whoknowa.'  Thecoaat 
turvey,  M  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  hat 
not  e II ended  to  our  coaitiilhaa  been  confined  to  tliia 
aonaecnied  section.  Why  hu  not  the  Southern  and  Gulf 
Trontierbeeneiplorcd*  The  very  first  tria notation  has 
yt\  to  be  made  there.  But,  air,  the  evidence,  notwilh- 
Klandin^,  as  to  the  advanta{;es  of  Pcnsaeoli  as  a  naval 
'Station,  is  strong,  concluiive,  accumulated  beyond  any 
vthcr  place  on  our  whole  coaat.  I  will  give  you  some 
of  the  namea,  embracing  every  oflieer  who  has  (Crved  in 
tlie  Gulf,  who  not  only  concur  in  their  opinions,  but  uie 
Isngusge  as  to  the  local  advantages  and  imporUnce  of 
Pensacola,  which  would  seem  extravagant  if  used  hy 
bnly  one.  I  will  read  you  the  list;  BainbridRC,  War- 
rington, Biddle,  Rodrer^  Ridgely,  Dallas,  Woolicy, 
ClarkMiii,  Bolton,  Slidtll,  Kearney,  Gratiot,  andihe  whole 
board  of  engineers — and  one  other  vrhich  I  will  not  name. 
No,  sir,  I  wilt  not  introduce  the  renowned  hero  of 
'Charleston  harbor  into'  luch  company.  To  whicb  I  will 
only  add  the  name  of  Southard,  of  whom  I  believe  I  only 
cxpresi  the  sentiment  of  our  whole  navy  when  I  say  that 
the  Navy  Department  was  never  better  administered 
before,  nor  as  well  since,  as  when  be  waa  at  its  head. 

The  board  of  engineers  say:  "  Situated  aa  Pensacula 
bay  la,  with  respect  to  the  country  on  either  hand,  and 
the  immense  regions  behind,  iti  rare  properties  as  > 
harbor  become  of  Inappreciable  value.  1.  It  is  aeeesaiblc 
to  the  largest  class  of  sloopa  and  frigates,  and,  as  the  bar 
is  narrotr,  inay  be  deepened  So  as  to  admit  still  larger 
vesaets.  2.  Its  bar  is  near  the  coast.  3.  It  ia  perftclly 
landlocked.  4.  It  has  excellent  ftcilitiea  for  building, 
repairing,  and  launching,  and  for  docks  and  dockyards. 
5.  Abundance  of  good  water.  6.  Uperleclly 'defensible." 

Mr.  Southard  says  the  whole  country,  from  the  Alle 
ghany  mountains  to  the  GulF,  and  from  the  Rocky  moun- 
lalni  to  Ntw  Urieana,  is  interested  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  sufficient  naval  establishment  at  that  place. 

Again:  •■  With  whatever  nation  we  may  be  at  war,  the 
priuclpallheatreofcontest  will  probably  bein  the  Gulfof 
Mexico,  and  the  object  of  attack  the  commerce  of  the 
Mlsvlaslppi.  Every  principle  of  prudence  demands  that 
preparations  be  made  lo  meet  such  an  attack."  Have 
any  such  preparations  been  made' and  why  have  I  hey 
imt'  Captain  Dallas  siya  the  bar  is  already  33  ftel  at 
low  water,  and  only  27  feet  are  required  for  the  largest 
vessels.  He  furthersayi:  "Jseeno  difficulty  indeepening 
the  bar  to  almoat  any  extent  lliat  may  be  desired  i  but  to 
the  depth  of  seven   feet  nothing  can  be  more  practi- 

Captain  Chose,  an  officer  of  whom  I  will  not  *ay  the 
half  I  know  he  ile»crves,  test  it  aliouid  be  attributed  to  a 
too  psrlisl  friendship,  ssys:  "1he  impediment  lo  the 
bar  at  Pensacola  may  be  removed,  and,  in  proportion  lo 
lis  importance,  at  a  comparatively  amallexpense."  He 
adds:  "It  is  the  only  harbor  on  the  Cu!f,  at  which  a 
great  nivil  arsenal  can  be  established,  and  ia  loo  inli- 
malely  conrie cleJ  with  the  great  western  and  aouthweat- 
ern  iiiie rests  lo  fear  oppogttiuii."     Cunt.   Itidgely  saya: 


"The  incalculable  advantage  to  an  enemy  of  taking 
PeniacoTa,  and  making  it  a  rendeivous  for  a  blockading 
aquadron,  will  make  obvloua  at  the  firat  glance  Ihe  neces- 
aity  of  fortifying  it."  I  will  not  add  to  this  evidence. 
I  could  multiply  it  to  an  almost  indefinite  extent.  Has 
Ihe  Government  been  ignorant  of  all  these  facts?  No, 
air,  but  in  full  possession  of  (hem  for  yean.  By  an  ael 
of  Congress  approved  Sd  March,  IS25,  the  President  is 
directed  to  purchase  a  site  on  the  coast  of  Florida  for  » 
navy  yard  and  a  place  of  depot,  and  to  ere  lit  the  necca. 
sary  buildings  and  make  the  necessary  improvements." 
How  has  Ibis  order  been  executed?  After  the  lapse  of 
eleven  years,  a  shipwrecked  or  dismantled  vessel  on 
that  dangerous  coast  cannot  be  repaired  without  being 
brought  round  to  one  of  those  northern  navy  yards.  I 
am  told  that  a  long-boat  cannot  be  repaired  there. 
Again,  sir,  by  an  act  of  1837,  two  dry  docks  are  ordered 
to  be  conslmcled;  one  north,  the  other  soulh  of  the  Po- 
tomac. This  requirement,  1  sm  tuld,  ia  satisfied  by  the 
construction  of  the  dry  dock  st  Norfolk.  Why  was  it 
not  fixed  at  Penaacola'  Why  was  it  ealabtisbed  amongst 
the  Ihick  duller  of  northern  yards,  at  Ihe  very  nearest 
point  south  of  the  Potomac  at  which  it  could  be  dune  In 
conformily  with  the  law?  In  addition  toalltlieadvanlagel 
which  I  have  enumerated,  there  are  others  not  to  be  cal' 
culaiediit  lainlbc  very  hearloftheliveoak  region,  wiihin 
the  reach  of  all  the  materials  nectssary  for  thai  magnifi- 
ccnl  fabric,  a  ship  of  war,  so  beautifully  deicribed,by|the 
genllemanfromMassachuseUa.  Sail  clulb, cord agr, iron, 
capper,  lead,  all  Bupplisd by  the  vslley  of  the  Mississippi. 
Whv  baa  this  point  of  such  vast  importance  been  so  long 
neglected?  I  will  mention  a  fact,  sir,  and  let  others  draw 
their  own  inferences.  For  once,  in  the  history  of  our 
Government,  a1!  the  heads  of  Departmenis  charged  with 
our  internal  affairs  are  escluaively  from  this  favored 
section)  and  allow  me  loadd,  without  any  irreverence  lo 
that  gallant  and  good  man  who  ia  at  the  head  of  the 
navy  board,  or  a:iy  disrespect  to  its  members,  that  all  of 
that  board  are  from  the  aamesection.  Others  more  given 
tophilosDphizlng  ma;  discover  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  ill  this.  And,  sir,  whathavewenowirecommended 
for  this  Important  point'  Sixty-four  thousand  dollars, 
and  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  hereafter.  Sixty-four 
thousand  dollars  to  build  a  smithery,  cuok-shopa,  and  the 
like,  when  I  have  Ihe  very  higheat  authority  for  saying 
that,  to  put  that  station  on  a  footingwiili  the  least  respect- 
able northern  yardsand  dry  docks,  more  tlianlwo  millions 
will  be  neces-sry.  Gentlemen  are  mistaken  if  they  ex- 
pect, with  this  sop  toCerbcruB,  honey  and  drugs,  inpoppy 
juice  steeped,  to  silence  the  South  and  West. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  in  the  matter  of  naval  appro- 
priation* alone  that  this  gross,  this  monstrous  inequality 
exists.  It  is  in  the  whole  scheme  and  practice  of  this 
Governmetit.*  I  beg  in  this  conneiion  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  aiioiher  subject.  I  allude 
to  the  distribution  ofnational  armuriei',  military  schools, 
forts,  and  garrisoni.  As  lothem  it  willnolbeprelended 
that  there  is  any  thing  in  the  loculitics  of  the  South  and 
West,  which  should  prevent  these  sections  from  enjoying 
a  fair  participation. 

North  Atlantic.         Souih  Atlantic.         Gulf. 
National  armories,        3  none,  none. 

Arsenals,  12  one,  three. 

Military  school,  I  none,  none. 

Navy  yards,  6  none,   nominally,  one. 

•  To  say  nothing  of  one  hundred  other  easfn,  such 
as  (he  expenditures  of  clulhing,  &c.,  fur  the  army, 
take,  as  an  example,  the  subject  of  pensioners.  Thi. 
same  Favored  aection  (exclusive  uf  Maryland)  receives 
«1,308.S55,  all  the  rest  of  Ihe  Union  #812,424;  less 
than  one-fifth  receive  wiihin  a  fraction  of  twice  as  much 
H  the  remaining  four-iflbs. 
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North  AOuttlc.        South  Atlantic         Gulf. 
Fort*,  Ifi      .  Bcven,  ten. 

e»rtnon*,  25  (even,  e^g]H. 

Siiteen  forti  and  twenty-live  garriEona  in  Ich  tban 
one-rourth  of  our  territory,  and  only  Tour  (at  Augusta, 
St.  Stephea'a,  Baton  Raugv,  and  St.  Louii)  embracing  the 
whole  country  betveen  the  aouth  Atlantic  and  our  ex- 
Irecne  western  border,  and  between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  the  Rocky  mounlaina.  Of  the  arsenals,  twelve  are 
liluated  in  thi*  asme  imatl  aection,  and  one  on  the  loutli 
Atlantic,  and  Ibree  more  in  llie  whole  South  and  West. 
11  wilt  acarcely  be  said  that  there  are  no  localltiea  in 
vtut  region  wliieh  willnotHniwerasfitplacei  for  garrisons 
orarienalst  and,  air,  ia  not  the  enormity  of  (hia  Ihing  in 
cxpreaalbly  aggrftvated,  when  it  ia  remeTnbercd  tha 
tbeie  garriBona  and  arienila  are  situate  where  there  i 
no  sort  of  neceasity  for  them,  and  not  in  that  immen* 
region  of  country  where  no  man  can  aiy  for  a  week  ti 
come  (hat  the  fury  aiidferacily  of  an  Indian  war  may  not 
biiratuponourdefenceleas  frontier?  Lnok  al  Ihesceoei 
nQW  exhibited  in  Florida^  scenes  in  every  way  disgrace. 
ful  to  the  country — iliigracefiil  (hat  cause  should  have 
been  given  for  that  war;  still  more  disgraceful  (o  the 
military  character  of  the  country,  that  such  a  warliad 
not  been  instantly  terminated.  But,  air,  ifa  handful  of 
Seminole),  the  miserable  remnant  of  a  once  poverful 
tribe,  lukve  been  able  to  effect  so  mueli  mischief,  what 
have  we  not  a  right  to  dread  from  (he  powerful  (ribea 
of  the  Northwest,  the  Blackfoot,  Oiage,  Camanche, 
Sioux,  and  odiers,  Ale  to  bringin(o  the  field  40,000  war- 
riors, and  to  assemble  in  a  month  15,000  of  the  moat  war- 
tike  Indians  which  thia  country  has  ever  known,  all  well 
armed  and  mounted,  with  inexhaustible  supplies  of  pro- 
visions and  atrongholdsand  fastnesses  altogether  inacces- 
■ible*  ti  is  not,  air,  an  over-excited  imagination  which 
alone  may  anticipaie  scenes  on  the  frnnliera  of  Missouri 
»nd  Arkansas,  which  ineveryoircumatance  of airooityand 
horror  have  no  prece den',  unless  in  the  desolation  of  the 
Carnatic  by  Hyder  AH.  Ask  my  gallant  friend  from 
Miaiourl,  [Mr,  Abhlit,]  a*  little  given  to  conjurins:  up 
ima(^nary  dangers  as  to  the  shrinking  fron  those  which 
are  real  and  present.  He,  sir,  will  tell  you  that  the 
picture  is  not  a  fancy  sketch.  Why,  sir,  why  is  it  when 
men  and  arms  Ihit  may  be  had  at  a  moment's  warning, 
are  so  loudly  called  for  by  every  consideration  of  the 
safety  and  protecUon  of  the  West,  that  they  are  located 
far.fnimthe  point  of  real  danger,  in  places  where  there 
19  none?  Four  companies  in  Maine,  six  in  New  Vurk,  and 
■o  on  throughout  the  cliapler. 

1  find  my  full  justification  in  these  facts,  sir,  for  refu- 
sing to  vote  for  any  of  these  partial,  piecemeal  appro pria- 
tiuna.  When  a  broad,  general,  equal  syatem  is  preseiiLed 
to  u^I  will  vote  as  much  money  as  can  wiarly  be  expend- 
ed. I  will  not  waste  it  with  the  profligacy  of  a  spendthrift, 
only  anxious  to  aquander  his  patrimony.  Of  such  a 
■yiten  1  will  throw  out  an  outline.  I'hree  national  ar- 
mories: one  on  the  Ohio,  at  Hsysville,  or  some  other  more 
advantageous  point)  one  somewhere  on  the  line  between 
North  and  South  Carolina;  another  at  some  point  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Columbus,  in  Georgia.  Arsenals  at 
Fayette ville,  Columbia,  Natchitoches,  Little  Kock, 
Vincennes,  Nashville,  Columbus,  Mississippi,  and  some 
point  on  (he  Ohio  can^d.  Tlie  eatablishment  of  navy 
yards  at  Charleston  or  Port  Boyal,  tlie  best  harbor  on 
the  Southern  coast,  and  at  some  point  on  (he  Georgia 
coast;  extensive  yard  at  Penaacula,  dry  dock,  materials 
fur  building  the  largest  ship^i  naval  station  at  Key  West, 
and  ft  perfect  Uoro  Castle  erected  there.  Let  alt  this 
be  done,  and  I  will  not  wi(hhold  any  thing  that  may  be 
reasonably  required  by  the  Norlii)  until  it  is,  I  will  hold 
the  public  treasure  with  a  miser's  grasp,  il  will  vote  a« 
much  at  can  be  expended  wisely.  I  hare  no  idea  what- 
ever (hil  one-half  (he  amount  asked  for  on  (l>e  nDr(h  Ai- 


lantie  can  be  expended,  and  that  a  vote  to  appropriate  U 

is  only  a  vole  to  allow  the  money  (o  remain  in  Ihe  pet 
bank*.  Looking  at  the  thing  apriori,  itseems  to  me  that 
forty  thousahd  laborer*  cannot  be  obtained  in  that  very. 
small  section.  Bui,  sir,  wehaveauthorily  on  tliatsubjeet. 
There  being  no  appropriation  for  fortifications  the  last, 
year,  Ihe  only  fund  which  was  lo  be  used  in  that  way  was 
an  amount  unexpended  of  the  previous  year.  Of  that; 
sum  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doltara  were 
Bppropria(ed  to  works  in  the  vicinity  oF  (he  city  of  New 
Tork.  The  work  was  not  done.  Hear  thereasonssslgned 
by  General  Gratiot  inhy  (he  work  Was  not  done.  Ho  aays; 
"fbfl  Schuyler,  Tfire^i Nuk,  Eait  Hivcr,  ynoYork.^ 
It  was  hopcif,  from  the  ample  preparations  made  last 
year,  and  (he  funds  available  for  their  application,  that 
Ihe  construction  ofthis  fort  would  have  been  prosecuted 
thepresent  year  with  much  vigor.  But  though  maleriata 
and  facilities  of  every  description  have  been  in  waiting, 
it  has  been  impossible  to  procure  a  sufEcIent  force  to 
carry  on  the  work  with  (he  progress  that  was  desired. 
No  exertion  has  been  spared  to  facilitate  the  operation, 
either  by  letting  parts  on  contfact  or  by  hired  labor, 
and  unavailing  efforts  have  been  made  lo  collect  the 
necessary  force  1  n  Boston,  Newport,  Connecticut,  and 
the  western  part  of  New  York." 

Ofthe  navy  appropriations,  three  and  a  lialf  millioni 
remain  unexpended.  Huw  muchurthoseapproprialiana 
demanded  labor,  nnd  were  not  expended  fur  the  want 
of  that  labor,  does  not  appear,  and  therefore  we  have  no 
certain  data.  Here,  sir,  was  our  Government,  under  such 
an  apprehension  of  war  that  Sena(ors  are  denounced 
for  not  commuting  what  tliey  regarded  a  violation  of  the 
eonslitution,  lo  prepare  for  that  war,  and  yetfunda  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government  to  put  the  country  in 
an  attitude  ofdefence  were  not  used.  Why  were  they 
not'  The  only  answer  that  can  be  given,  that  Is  not 
dlsgracefiil  to  the  Government,  Is  (hat  given  by  General 
Gratiot — labor  could  not  be  procured.  If  the  I'rcsi- 
dcnt  did  not  anticipate  war,  he  was  practising  a  gas- 
conade nnworthy  of  his  characler;  if  he  did,  he  was 
bound,  a«  far  as  in  him  lay,  lo  put  the  country  in  a  state  of 
defence.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  even  if  this  immense  sum 
of  tenor  twelve  millions  can  be  expended,  do  n  it  the 
enlightened  men  from  that  section,  (hose  especially  rep- 
resenting the  great  manufacturing  and  shipping  inlereaw 
ofthe  country,  see  (hal  to  send  the  Government  there 
with  len  millions  of  dollars  as  a  bidder  fur  tabor  must 
derange  the  whole  Industry  of  (heir  country?  The  stale 
of  society  at  Ihe  N'orth  is  eminently  complex  and  artlRcial. 
The  slightest  shock  must  affect  il.  With  Ihe  appalfrng 
scenes  which  a  crash  in  our  currency  (a  crash  as  certain 
as  time  itself)  must  produce,  Ihe  manufacluring  interest 
has  already  trials  long  and  severe  enough  before  il. 

I  entreat  gentlemen  lolook  well  lo  (he  consequence* 
of  Ihe  experiment  of  sending  the  Government  there  aa 
■  compelilor  in  the  labor  market,  and  under  Ihe  con- 
straint of  positive  orders  to  expend  (his  vast  sum,  Itt 
labor  rise  ever  so  high.  Ills  already  one  dollar  a  d.iy, 
when  In  the  Oouth  and  West  it  is  less  than  finy  cents. 
These  appropriations  are  not  for  Ibis  year  alone.  They 
are  (he  beg;inning  of  a  syalem  of  lavish  expenditure, 
which  will  1  LSt  until  1»(3.  No  longer?  Ni>,  sir,  nn  longer, 
my  word  for  it.  Are  the  judicious  men  of  IheNorih,  the 
properly -holders  of  ihe  North,  disposed  to  organize  in 
their  bosom  this  army  of  day  laburers—men  who,  all 
over  (he  world,  spend  between  Saturday  and  Monday 
the  wages  ofthe  week,  si.d  Who,  at  the  p-rlod  of  their 
disbandment  in  the  year  1S4S,  will  be  penniless,  and  who 
must  go  supperless  lo  bed,  unless  they  rob  by  lawless 
insurrection,  or  by  the  equally  terrible  process  o(  (he 
ballot-box?  Let  gentlemen  look  lo  il:  they  are  in  quite 
as  much  danger  ufinsnrrectifin  ni  we  are. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  business  of  fortifying  such  a  coast 
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M  oun  ii  nol  to  be  Ihe  work  of  a  Av/,  nor  icircely  of 
m  century.  EngUnd,  with  >lt  her  reaourcei,  \m  not 
yet  finlilMdher  fortidotioni.  The  fceniuB.nr  Vaubin, 
•nd  the  tntgnificenre  ofLouisXIV,  required  more  than 
filW  yeira  to  pUce  France  in  any  decent  ^ondiiion  of 
dele  lice. 

But,  sir,  I  am  willinf!  la  accetente  Ihii  great  worli  to 
the  utmoit  practicable  point.  Ifl  am  not  it  ncdiy  mistaken 
in  the  condition  ofihtngi  in  Europe,  a  gpreal  itnigglB  ii 
coming  on  between  the  northern  Foweni  the  coloasal 
power  of  Runia,  directed,  in  great  degree,  by  the  all- 
perradlng  geniui  of  Mcllernich,  on  the  one  aide,  France 
and  Eneland  on  the  other— a  itniggle,  rir.  between  the 
principlei  of  deipoliim  and  thecauaeoF  oonatilutlonal 
rep reaenlative government.  Such  aconteit  miiatahake 
Ihe  civilized  world  to  ita  deepest  foundation!.  Either 
for  the  magnitude  of  the  Fowen  engaged,  or  the  im- 
portance or  Ihe  iasue,  th.e  world  has  hcretorore  wen 
nothing  like  iti  no,  lir,  not  even  in  the  wars  of  the  fint 
fifteen  yean  of  the  prcKnt  century,  when  that  man  of 
destiny  literally  "  stormed  across  the  war-convulsed 
earlh."  Tliis,  I  rsiher  think,  has  been  ilie  true  reason 
for  the  wise  interpotitien  of  England  in  our  controversy 
with  France. 

In  sach  a  contest,  where  tlie  cause  of  free  government 
and  of  human  liberty  is  at  stake,  we  can  icsrcely  desire 
tobeneutrali  we  cannot  bp,  if  we  do  desire  it,  unless  pre- 
pared to  maintain  an  armed  neutrality — armed,  air,  to 
the  teeth. 

If  there  are  any  who  think,  by  these  and  such  ap- 
propriations, to  dispose  of  Ihe  surplus  I  have  only  to 
•ay  that,  if  practicable,  it  would  be  )injiiit  in  the  extreme, 
especially  to  the  West,  todraw  such  vast  revetiuea  from 
one  section,  and  expend  them  on  another.  But,  sir,  it 
is  impracticable,  to  Ihe  point  ofsbsiirdity.  The  surplus 
tn  the  Treasury,  by  the  lait  advices  from  the  Trcaaury, 
independent  of  bank  stock,  is  nearly  twenty-  eight  mil- 
lions) to  which  add  Ihe  United  States  Bank  stock,  and 
you  have  thirty-  Sre  millions.  I  say  by  the  last  advices 
from  the  Treasury,  for  one  liardly  has  time  to  make  cal- 
cutstiont  on  the  basitof  one  report,  before  another  comea 
Upon  us,  correcting  some  error)  and  I  doubt  not  that,  in 
leu  than  a  month,  tliia  last  report  will  be  followed  by 
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vith,  and  a  revenue  of  at  leut  lliirty-five  or  forty 
a  next  year,  you  will  nol  only  not  be  able  to  expend 
ti,  hut  it  will  continue  to  acoumulale  on  your  hands. 
Sir,  it  is  miserable  quackery,  and,  like  all  quackery, 
will  nol  only  not  cure  the  disesse,  but  ruin  the  system. 
I  feel  as  deeply  as  any  one  can  the  portentous  danger 
of  further  accumulation,  and  regard  it  as  the  very  first 
duty  of  patriotism  lo  devise  some  plan  ofdisposingof  the 
•urplus.  I  feel,  sir,  that  we  are  reposing  under  an  ava- 
lanche, which  a  breath  may  precipitate  upon  ua.  Roman 
liberty  first  began  lo  give  way  on  the  accumulation  of 
corn  in  the  pubrc  granaries.  Briliah  liberty  perished  by 
the  corrupting  influence  of  public  patronage,  in  Ihe  lime 
of  Sir  R.  WaTpole.  Even  Lord  Chatham,  one  of  Ihe 
greatest  men  in  the  tide  of  lime,  was  scarcely  able  to 
gaWanize  it.  I  will  go  with  any  parly  which  will  de- 
vise any  feasible  plan  of  ridding  us  of  this  threatening 
evil)  one  which  I  contemplate  with  absolute  dismay. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  practicable  plans  ofdlspoaing 
of  the  aurplua,  ifgenllemen  will  conquer  all  lb  eir  per- 
sonal and  party  prejudices,  and  pass  the  land  bill,  and 
the  conalitutional  amendment  for  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  revenue.  These  are,  in  my  judgment,  the  only 
practicable  projects)  and  1  rejoice  in  my  heart  tlial  they 
come  from  tliose  two  great  mind*,  which  have  for  Ihe 
last  tweniy-five  years  so  gloriously  illustrated  the  his- 
tory of  tl)eir  country.  In  the  present  as  in  every  past 
crisis  of  danger  and  difficulty,  the  war,  the  Hinouri 


question,  the  compromise,  twocommandingllgure*  have 
been  seen  ^ove  the  horiion,  with  the  eyes  of  Ibeir 
countrymen  intently  Axed  upon  Ihcm,  with  a  well-pUced 
confidence  which  has  never  been  disappointed.  Thete 
men  are  out  of  power,  or  my  voice  should  not  be  bcanl 
here  in  their  eulon.  Sir,  the  expunging  process  niuct 
be  carried  very  Ar)  you  must  expunge  the  history  of 
your  country  for  a  quarter  of  a  century)  you  must  tear 
from  that  history  its  brightest  pages;  ay,  sir,  and  ym 
must  expunge  from  the  humsn  heart  ever;  viiiuoua  and 
honorable  sentiment,  homage  fbr  genius,  gratitude  for 
public  services,  before  their  well-eamed  laureli  can  be 
torn  from  their  brows.  They  win  have  added  another 
lo  their  many  claim*  upon  the  gratitude  of  poMeiity, 
if  they  can   succeed  in  relieving  the  country  from  the 

5 real  danger  of  an  overflowing  Treasury,  a  difficulty  for 
le  first  time  known  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
Oefore  Mr.  TxoicrsoK  hadeonchided  his  speech,  (Ihe 
whole  of  which  is  given  above,)  he  gave  way  to»  nwtKm 
for  Ihe  committee  to  rise. 
The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Hodm  adjowrned. 

TbuKBDII,  M4BCI  3. 

OHIO  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  liie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  a  resolution  providing  that  the  bill  to  eslablistt 
the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to 
provide  for  the  admisuon  of  Ihe  Stale  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union  on  certain  conditions,  be  made  the  special  order 
of  Ihe  day  for  the  15th  of  Ihe  present  month. 

Mr.  BELL  moved  Ihesame  amendment  moved  by  him 
to  Ihe  resolution  reported  this  morning,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  via:  Protiided,  That  belbre  that 
timfc  Ihe  several  appropriation  bills  should  be  dispoced 
of  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo.  And  on  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended, 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays;  which 

Mr.  HERCER  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the  motion  re- 
quired a  majority  of  iwo-ihird«  for  ita  adoplion^ 

The  CIIAIR  replied,  that,  inasmuch  as  its  object  was 
to  change  the  order  of  buuness,  and  consequently  the 
rule*  of  the  Houte,  go  hr  ai  that  ordet  was  concerned, 
it  would  require  a  msjoriiy  of  two-thirds. 

The  resolution,  as  smended,  was  r^ecled:  Yeas  134, 
nay*  f9)  not  being  la'o-lhirds  in  the  affirmative. 

Yaas — Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barton, 
Bean,  Beardiley,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boi^en,  Bovee,  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  Csmbreleng,  Carr>  Qeorge  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapin,  ColFer,  Coles,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Crane,  Cushing,  Gushmsn,  Darlington,  Davis, 
Denny,  Dickerson,  Doubteday,  Fairfield,  Parlin, 
Freni;h,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Jame* 
Garland,  Gillet,  GUscock,  Granger,  Hiland  Hall,  Ha- 
mer,  Hannegan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert  O.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Hsynes,  lliester,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnwn,  Riclwnl 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Jcdinson,  John  W.  Jones,  B.  Jonea, 
Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmitli,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
ler,  Joshua  Lee,  llioroas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyail, 
Job  Hann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Miaon,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McCarly,  HcKen- 
nan,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Uoorc, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Dulee 
J.Pearce,  Jamea.  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Joseph  Rrynolds, 
Boane,  Robertson,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Blade,  filoane,  Smitti,  Spangler,  Steele,  Slorer, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Towns,  Turner,  Vsnderpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Week^  Whittlesey~134. 
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NATt— HcNn.  Hcnwii  Alien,  Be*ainani,  Bell,  Boul- 
dia,  Bord,  Briggi,  Brown,  Bf  num,  J.  Calhooo,  William 
B.  Callmun,  CunpbcH,  Carter,  Caiev,  John  Chambcri, 
Cbapokan,  NittiMitel  H.  Cteibtme,  Clark,  Connor,  De- 
berrf,  Dicluon,  Drotngoole,  Braiw,  Everett,  Foretter, 
Philo  C.  Futtcr,  R'rce  Garland,  Orabam,  Grantland, 
OraTei,  Gnjrion,    Grennell,    Griffin,    Hale^,    Hardi 


Harlan,  Harper,  Kaialtinf,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Ingenoll, 

m  Jaekion,  Jarvii,  Jenirer,  Henrv  Jobnion,  Jud- 

,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 


Williai 


Abgah  Hann,  Haurj,  McComaa,  McKiy,  Uercer,  Mil- 
ler, Milligan,  Horna,  Parker.  Parki,  Patlon,  Phelps, 
Phillipi,  Pickeni,  Potti,  Reed,  Reocher,  John  Rey- 
nold!^ Runell,  Akiguitine  H.  Shepperd,  Standefer, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompeon,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
White,  Lewia  Wllliami,  aherrod  Will'iama— 79. 
NAVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAUBRGLENG,  the  Houm  reaolr- 
ed  itielf  into  a  CommiHce  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  Kate  of 
the  Union,  Hr.  Miileb  in  the  chair. 

The  coniideration  of  the  hill  niakinK  approprialioiu 
for  the  navat  acrvice  of  the  United  SUtei  for  Ihe  year 
IS.^6  «a«  reuimed  by  the  committee. 

The  queilton  being  on  the  nolion  ofMr.  B11.1.  to  reduce 
Ihe  appropriation  for  (be  naTT  yard  at  Portamouth,  New 
Hampahirc,  from (65,000  to  935,100. 

Hr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  reiunied  Knd 
concluded  hii  remarks  on  the  lubject,  at  given  entire  in 
preceding:  page*. 

Mr.  EVANS  exprened  hii  intention  to  addrvaa  tlie 
committee  on  the  subject,  and,  a*  the  hour  wa*  late, 
moved  that  the  committee  riae. 

H.  B.  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  on 
whoae  motion  the  committee  took  up  fur  coniideration 

The  hill  miking  appropriation!  for  the  payment  of  rev- 
olutionary and  other  penrianer*  ofthe  uoitedState*  for 
the  year  ISJS) 

And  Ibe  bill  to  repeal  ao  much  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  traniferring  the  dutiei  of  Commiuioner  of 
Loani^"  aa  reqairei  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States  to 
perform  the  dutiea  of  commiiaioner  of  loan*  for  the 
■everal  State  a. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

On  molioD  of  Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  tir  carry  Into  effect  the  convention 
with  Spain. 

Mr.  H.,by  order  of  the  CommilleeonForeiiniAfrain, 
moved  a  lubititute  for  the  above  bill,  the  objectofwhich 
■notion  he  explained. 

After  iume  remirki  from  Hr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS,  expreas- 
ing  hia  preference  of  the  aubititute  to  the  original  bill, 

Mr.  CU8H1NO  wd  that  be  deaired  to  avail  himself  of 
(bii  occasion  to  express  bii  itrong  sense  of  the  Justice  and 
honor  exhibited  by  the  Government  of  Spun,  in  Ihe 
treaty  of  which  this  bill  was  the  consummation.  In  the 
midst  of  nsiionalcalamitiea,  which  ahe  met  with  her  char- 
acteristic fortitude,  with  a  deadly  civil  tnr  raging  in 
her  bosom,  and  weighed  down  with  financial  embarrass- 
ments, Spain  liu  acknowledged  and  nlisfted  tbe  claims 
of  our  citizena,  in  a  spirit  of  manly  promptitude  and 
frankness,  atriltingly  contrasted  with  the  conduct  of  some 
other  European  Powers  in  ■  nmilar  matter.  Thta  pro- 
cedure  on  the  part  orihatnllsnl  and  highmlnded  nation 
did  honor  to  the  liberal  poTiey  which  sctustes  her  pres- 
ent rulers.  And  aasocisted  as  Spain  and  the  United 
States  are  by  Ihe  ties  ofi  close  intercourse,  reciprocally 
beneficial  to  both,  Hf.  C.  said  he  feitthit  it  was  Ihe  duly 
ofthe  American  Congress,   in  paaiing  this  bill,  to  bear 

hatic  testimony  <    ''  '     '    ' 

I   of  self-respec 
ftueen  Regent  oiSpain. 

The  smeodmeDt  via  tbeo  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BR1GR9,  the  committee  then  rose, 
and  reported  the  foregoing  billa  to  the  House,  with  Ihe 
exception  of  Ibe  naval  service  bill,  on  which  thecoro- 
miltee  bad  leave  toait  again. 

The  two  bills  reported  without  ameodment  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendment  to  tba  bill  to  cany  into  eSect  tb« 
convention  with  Spain  was  concurred  in  by  the  Home, 
snd  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  tbeo  adjourned. 

Fan>At,  H^acB  4, 
MILITARY  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose  and  remarked  that  be  had 
seen  with  regret  a  aettled  determination  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  ofthe  House  to  resist  any  attempt  to  expose 
the  abuses  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  He 
warned  the  House  Iballbey  could  not  amolher  Ihe  liutb, 
and  Ihst,  one  way  or  another,  the  facts  should  be  made 

Here  Mr.  H.  waa  loudly  called  to  order,  both  by  tbe 
Chair  and  by  several  members)  and  he  moved  a  suspeo- 
sionoFihe  rales  for  the  purpose  ofofferinff  Ibe  follow- 
inrresolution,  which  was  read  for  information: 

Baaiftd,  Thai  the  report  of  the  select  committee  ap- 

Jointed  during  the  bsl  Congress  to  investigate  the  af- 
lirs  of  the  Wast  Point  Military  Academy  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Ales,  and  that  ten  thousand  copies  thereof  be 

Mr.  H.  again  rose,  and  waa  agun  called  to  order.  R* 
said  it  waa  easy  to  teach  a  starung  to  cr^  order,  hut  lie 
desired  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays)  which  motion  h« 
hoped  waa  in  order. 

1'he  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  BROWN  begged  leave  to  make  an  inquiry  oftbe 

The  CHAIR  informed  tbe  gentleman  tbequeslion  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr-  BROWN  uid  be  did  not  desire  to  discuss  the 
question)  he  only  wished  lo  know  whether  thereport  of 
Ihe  select  committee,  to  which  the  resolution  referred, 
had  ever  been  received  by  Ihe  Housed 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  could  not  answer  the 
question.  It  wss  a  report  made  by  a  committee  at  tha 
last  Congress. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  inquired  iftbe  motion  wss  in- 
tended lo  suspend  the  rules  Kencrally,  so  as  to  set  aside 
tbe  ordinsry  business  ofthe  day? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  explained,  that  hismotion  contem- 
pUled  only  an  application  to  tbe  morning  hour. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 
Yess  lis,  niys  83: 

Yiis— Messrs.  Adams,  Ash,  Bailey,  Barlon,  Bean, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Buebanan,  Bunch, 
John  Cslhoon,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John 
Chambers,  Chiney,  Chspin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Connor,  Crane,  Cusliing,  Cusbman,  Darlington,  Davit, 
Deberry,  Dickson,  Doubledsy,  Dunisp,  Efner,  Fair- 
field, Farlin,  Forealer,  French,  Fry,  Gslbrmitb,  James 
Garland,  Gitlet,  Oringer,  Grsntland,  Grayson,  Gren- 
nell, Griffin,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hsnnegan,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Albert  O.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holiey, 
Hnbley,  Hunt,  Huniinglon,  Inghstn,  William  Jickaoii, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Jenifer,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kinnird,  Klingensmith,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  lliomM  Lee, 
Luke  Les,  Logan,  Abljah  Hann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  J. 
T.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  M.  HsKin,  8.  Maaon,  HaolT.  May. 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  HcKim,  HcLene,  Miller,  ■ 
HontgoiiiFry,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Parker, 
Psrks,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Polti,  Rencher,  John  Iley- 
nolds,  Robertson,  Schenck,  A.  H.  Bhepperd,  ShieUls, 
I  Shina,  Sickles,    Skwne,    Smith.   Bpanglcr,  Standefer, 
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Starcr,  John  ThanMon,  Touec}',  Turner,   Wtrdvell, 
Weeki.  Le»]i  Willbn*— 113. 

Ktf—Mmn.  Chilian  Allan,  He«Mn  AlUn,  Ashley, 
Banks,  Beardilej,  Borden,  Bri^fi,  Brown,  Bynum, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  George  Cbambera,  Cbipman, 
Childa,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Craif,  Cramer,  Den- 
Bf,  Dlekenon,  Dromroole,  Eraea,  BTCrett,  Philo  C. 
Falter,  William  K.  FuTler,  GlaMock,  Graham,  Grarei, 
Hiland  Htll,  Hard,  Harlin,  Harper,  Haaekine,  H'leiter, 
Hoar,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Uawell,  Huntiman,  Ingenoll, 
Jane*,  Jarviii,  Joieph  Johnion,  Richard  M.  Johnion,  H. 
Jobnion,  John  W.  Jones,  Judion,  I.an*,  Laming',  Law- 
rence, Gideon  Lee,  Leonard.  Lincoln,  Loyall,  Lucai, 
HcComai,  Hercer,  Uilligan,  Morria,  Owens,  Pag'r,  Pat- 
Ion,  Dulec.J.  Pearce,  Fhillipi,  Pickena,  Reeit,  Jotepli 
Heynoldi,  Roane,  Korera,  Ruaull,  William  B.  Shepard, 
Sprainie,  Sutherland,  Talialerro,  Taylor,  Town^ 
IVirriU,  Underwood,  Vanderpoet,  Waihlnglon,  Webater, 
WKittlelcf,  Sherrod  William*— 83. 
>  So  the  Home  rcfuaed  to  autiiend  Ibe  rulea,  two-lliirda 
not  Toring  in  the  afBrmatire. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Houte  proceeded  to  (he  conaideratian  of  the  re- 
port ol  the  Commitlee  of  Eleolioni,  in  the  caae  of  (he 
North  Carolina  conleated  eteciion. 

Ur.  HARD,  on  a  Tormer  day,  made  ■  motion,  (which 
WM  modified  on  the  luggeition  orur.  lUsa,  of  New 
York,)  Ibat  tbe  petitioner,  David  Kcwland,  have  leave  to 
appear,  and  alao  lo  address  the  House  on  the  subject  oT 
bia  petition. 

The  question  pendlnft  was  tlte  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Uihux,  that  the  petitioner  be  permitted  lo  ap- 
pear by  himself  or  by  counsel. 

Hr.  BTNUH  said,  when  he  made  the  molloiw  he  had 
done  BO  beoauae  he  understood,  in  private  conversation, 
that  the  petitioner  wished  counsel)  and,  slio,  in  socord- 
aoce  with  (lie  views  expressed  by  ihe  majarily  of  the 
Commitlee  of  Sections.  His  colleague  [Mr.  CasBoa] 
had  Btated  that  ho  was  authorized  by  Ihe  petiiianer  tu 
•ay  that  he  did  not  wiih  counsel.  Mr.  D.  had  since  had 
aconversation  with  the  petitioner,  and  wiihhiicallesgue, 
and  had  ascertained  that  the  petitioner  had  made  such 
a  declarailoni  but  Ihe  reason  why  he  had  done  so  was, 
(hat  at  that  time  Ihe  petitioner  was  unconscious  thai 
such  a  request  had  ever  been  asked,  by  any  pelilioner 
of  Ihc  Houte  of  Representatives,  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  aak  any  thing  ihat  liul  not  been  granted  to  olliers  un- 
der similar  circumstances.  Upon  mature  reHeclion, 
however,  the  pelilioner  had  ilatei)  to  Ur.  B.  that  he 
would  ask  for  GMinEel;  ascerulning  that  ll.bad  been  Ihe 
uniform  practice  cf  the  House  lo  hear  pelilioner*  in 
such  cases  by  counsel,  snd  that  that  privilege  had  been 
in  no  one  instance  denied  when  asked-  Ur.  B.  said,  in 
reciting  the  ease  he  had  Ihe  other  day  of  a  contested 
election  from  New  Jersey  in  1789,  he  had  shown  that  it 
was  Ihe  opinion  of  Mr.  Uadison,  Hr.  Stone,  snd  various 
olberi,  that  the  petitioner  in  such  cases  should  have 
counsel.  It  appeared  to  be  admilled  by  stl  parlies  that 
the  petitioner  should  be  beard  by  cauiuci  on  Ihe  main 
question,  bul  il  wu  doubled  by  some  whether  he  should 
be  beard  on  the  preliminary  question.  He  had  un- 
derstood it  to  be  the  almoit  invariable  practice  In  Ihe 
British  Pariiament,  to  grant  petitioners  in  such  cases  a 
hearing  by  counael.  He  had  found  other  cases  In  our 
own  countiy  than  thoae  already  mentioned,  and  in  one  of 
tboee  oases  the  silling  member  had  been  alluwed  coun- 
•eli  and  he  had  not  discovered  a  single  case  where  coun- 
sel had  been  refused.  He  took  the  liberty  ordissenllng 
from  the  broad  ground  taken  by  the  genllemsn  from 
Kentucky,  [Hr.  Habdih.]  That  gentleman  had  slated 
that  he  thought  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  to  admit 
lawyers  on  that  floor  to  argue  tlie  caaes  of  petitioners, 


In  the  case  of  eonlested  clectiona.  Mr.  B.  thcugbt  it 
would  be  politic  to  have  counsel.  He  believed  it  would 
be  better  for  each  party  lo  have  counsel,  and  not  hava 
OKinbers  of  tbe  House  advocating  each  individoara 
clalmst  becauae,  in  so  doing,  gentlemen  Oisqualified 
Ihenwelvei  from  becoming  judge*  of  the  malter,  which 
they  were  bound  to  settle.  For  (hat  rcaaoa,  be  be- 
lieved the  true  policy  would  be  to  grant  the  petition- 
er counsel  on  the  main  qacation.  The  gcntlemaa  had 
very  truly  said  that  there  were  enough  oiF  distioguisbed 
lavyera  in  Ihe  House  to  advocate  cither  of  Ibe  gentle- 
men's csusest.but  he  roust  tell  the  gentleman  that  Ihoao 
lawyers  were  not  going  to  pay  (ba(  aitention  to  tbe  case 
that  one  would  who  was  employed  czpreasly  for  lh*l  pui^ 
pose.  Ttieoiemlieraof  the  House  were  not  going  tomake 
that  search  into  the  hws  of  the  3ule,  in  relation  lo  Ihe 
matter,  which  alawyer  would,  whose  business  it  was  to 
do  so.  He  knew  fi'om  hit  little  experience  that  Ihe  prac- 
tice was  lo  give  the  docuniienis  a  mere  casual  perusal. 
While  up,  he  could  not  but  express  his  regret  al  the  re- 
marks made  the  other  day  by  ine  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  McKiioin.]  He  did  Ihink  that  Ihe  gen- 
tleman's statement  had  miirep resented  his  views;  and 
his  persisting  in  it  would  justi^  him  (Mr.  B.)  in  using 
language  to'vsnis  that  gentleman,  that  he  bad  ton  much 
regard  for  lh«  dignlly  of  tbe  House  lo  use  In  its  presence; 
but  he  was  wiMing  to  let  the  country  judge  between 
what  he  had  said  and  the  gentleman's  ilalement.  He 
hoped  the  vote  would  be  taken  on  allowing^  Ihe  pelilion- 
er counsel,  and  that  the  preliminary  question  might  be 
at  once  aeliled. 

Mr,  MERCKR  did  not  rise  to  discuss  Ihc  subject,  bul 
merely  to  stale,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  fl-om  Nurlh 
Carolins,  [Mr.  Btruh,]  that  counsel  had  not  been  admit- 
ted in  such  cases  into  Ihe  British  Parliament  since  the 
passage  of  the  Grenvilte  act. 

Mr.  REED  said  he  believed  that  counsel  had  not  been 
admit'ed  into  Congress  in  (he  case  of  a  contested  elec- 
tiun  for  thirty  year*  past.  At  the  commencement  of  Ihe 
Gnvernmenl,  when  tbe  House  was  small,  counsel  had 
been  admitted;  but  time  had  become  so  precious  of  late 
years  that  Ihey  were  not  admilled.  Iftliey  were  to  ad- 
mit counsel,  liiere  ought  lo  be  good  reason  for  il,  and 
he  did  not  Ihink  there  was  good  reason  for  such  kdmis- 
■ion  on  the  present  occasion.  The  mailer  had  been  be- 
fore a  committee  of  nine  members,  whose  duly  it  was  la 
examine  into  all  constitutional  and  legal  questions  in  re- 
lation therein.  They  had,  after  examining  the  question, 
and  hearing  all  tbe  teatimony  from  Ihe  respective  parlie* 
for  Ibe  last  three  months,  msde  two  reporls  lo  the 
House.  After  Ihst,  was  the  examinstian  to  slop?  Koi 
it  would  be  stiji  further  examined,  and  Ihe  re  we  re  enough 
of  members  to  disouss  the  subject.  There  was  no  Uitfi- 
cully  in  finding  a  sufficiency  of  speakers.  There  were 
many  lawyers  on  the  floor,  competent  and  willing  to  dis- 
cuss any  legal  matters  which  might  come  before  tbemi 
but  be  found  other  gentlemen,  who  were  not  lawyers, 
compeleni  to  discuss  tlie  pretent  question,  and  to  discuas 
it  ably,  too;  anil  therefore  he  could  not  see  the  necessity 
o{  introducing  lawyers  lo  argue  the  case,  and  consume 
Ihe  time  of  the  House,  They  might  aa  well  sak  lo  have 
lawyers  lo  come  inio  the  Houir  to  advocate  Ihe  cause  of 
the  sufferers  by  tlie  lale  fire  in  New  York.  Those  suf- 
ferers certainly  were  aa  much  in  need  of  cuunstl  as  the 
pelitionem.  But  his  principal  objection  was  to  the  time 
that  would  be  wasted)  If  a  lawyer  was  to  be  heard,  he 
would  take  two  days  in  making  an  argument.  If  lh« 
gentleman  was  nut  capable  of  ailvocaling  his  claim  lo  hi* 
■Sat,  he  would  find  plenty  of  friends  in  the  House  who 
would  do  it  fur  himi  and  he  venUired  that  nu  member 
would  express  an  opinion  which  would  make  him  incapa- 
ble of  acting  afterwards  a*  a  judge  in  Ihe  caae.  He  ob- 
jected lo  it  from  want  of  lime,  and  thai  it  might  be  the 
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lne»ni  orintrodueing  Uw7«n  on  the  floor  on  otbcr  mib- 
Jecta. 

H r.  HARD  «xpi«ned  ■  hojie  thit  the  pntleiMn  fmn 
Morih  'C&roliTW  [Hr.  IStaam]  would  withdraw  bit 
Kmendment,  and  permit  the  petitioner  to  take  hismt 
until  thiipreliminan'  queition  wuiettled.  He  could  not 
but  think  th«t  the  debite  hid  liken  >  wide  *nd  unnecei- 
Mr;  range  at  thii  ittge. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  would  be  very  unwiiring  himielf  to 
•dopt,  under  an^  eireumitincea,  the  amendnient  propo- 
■cd  bj  the  rentleman  from  North  Carolini,  that  counsel 
■faould  be  uluwed,  eren  if  he  could  bring  hlnuelf  for  « 
moment  to  believe  that  there  wm  any  aeceMJty  Tor  it. 
Independent  of  thii,  he  believed  that,  un1eu  where 
there  wii  an  abaolute  neccMilVt  the  precedent  waa  a 
dangeroui  ind  bad  one.  But  why  should  the  pelitianer 
wiih  for  counaet,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  waa 
in  hia  TaTor?  Mr.  O.  did  not  look  upon  the  queition  as 
a  mere  legal  one,  or  u  inrolving  only  a  Irgml  quest  ion. 
It  HFai  true,  thai  it  depended  in  a  great  measure  apati 
the  law  of  Nortli  Carolina,  regulating  the  procecdingi  of 
election)  in  that  Stalei  but  the  whole  teilioiDnj  was  now 
introduced,  knd  could  it  for  a  moment  be  pmumect  thai 
individuki  member*  ofthe  House  were  not  fully  quaJlGed 
to  decide  upon  that  evidence?  Where,  then,  could  ex. 
iat  the  necessity  for  the  emplovmeni  of  counsel.  If  there 
be  no  difficult  points  involvedf  Or  even  if  there  were 
difficult  points  involved,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was 
both  prudent  and  proper  for  the  House  to  decide  for 
itaelr,  wilbaut  the  interference  of  counsel.  He  could 
not  believe  that  any  difficultiei  could  arise  In  the  discus- 
(lion  of  this  queition,  nor  could  he  be  induced  to  belie*e 
that  any  individual  member  of  Ibe  House  would  under- 
take to  decide  a  queition  of  such  importance  without 
making  bimself  perfectly  qualified  to  do  so,  by  fully  in- 
Torming  himself  of  alt  the  facts  upon  whicli  he  would 
liave  to  vote.  Ho  would  venture  to  awert  that  no  indi- 
vidual member  on  that  Boor  would  vote  upon  tbia  que». 
tion  without  reading  all  the  evidence,  and  without  listen- 
ing to  all  the  arguments  that  might  be  advanced  by  gen- 
tlemen on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

Independeot  of  this,  Mr.  G.  must  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve that  wherever  counsel  waa  employed  for  a  specific 
'purpose,  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the  pirtJcular 
cause  of  a  particular  individual,  he  was  expected,  from 
the  very  nature  of  hii  station,  from  the  duty  a  counsel 
owed  to  his  client,  to  bring  forward  the  strong  pointi 
bnly,  those  calculiied  to  operate  exclusively  for  the  ben. 
efit  of  the  individual  he  represented,  and  not  to  touch 
upon  those  [hat  would  go  to  sustain  the  other  side.  It 
did  appear  to  Mr.  G.,  then,  that,  taking  a  generil  view 
tofthe  subject,  both  as  to  policy  and  precedent,  believ- 
ing that  House  competent  to  mvettigale  for  itself  this 
Question,  there  was  no  propriety  on  the  present  oc- 
basian  of  allowing  counsel  to  the  petitioner.  He  was 
opposed  lo  the  motion  upon  general  principles,  and  he 
concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Masaichuietla,  [Ur. 
Hiio,]  that  this  principle  onee  adopted,  would  have  to  be 
carried  out  on  all  aubjects  Involving  a  legs!  point  which 
Mght  come  up  there  for  discussion.  It  was  wrong,  it 
'was  improper,  and  he  could  never  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  WIIITTLK3BY  her«  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Hr.  BOTD  moved  lo  suspend  the  orders  of  the  dsy, 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  eoniideration  of 
this  BUbJeci. 

Mr.  DTNUM  wished  to  tnove  ilmpiy  to  proceed  with 
(lie  discussion,  as  be  conceived  that  motion  required  only 
a  bare  mijority. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  that  motion  would  require 
two-thirds,  consistent  with  the  precedents  lliat  tiad  been 
long  established  by  the  House,  and  decideil  upon  at 
least  twenty  time*.    The  effect  of  the  motion  vai  to  lui- 
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cided  as  follows;  AyesSr,  noetSSi  wbircupon. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that,  in  oanfomily  with  what  ha 
uoderatood  to  be  the  deckred  (enw  of  the  UmiN,  bv 
bng-wlabliBhed  pr«e*deDti^  tba  moUon  waa  d«1  agreed 
to,  because  it  required  a  majority  of  Iwo-tbtrd*. 

Mr.  ByNIJH  then  took  an  qipeal  from  the  deciuon  of 
the  Cliair,  on  the  ground  that  a  bare  msjority  was  suffi- 
cient to  proceed  with  the  buiineis  under  consideration, 
and  that  Friday  and  Saturday  were  not  so  absolutely  set 
apart  for  the  eoniideration  of  private  buaineai  as  to  make 
that  subject  the  special  order  of  Iboie  days.  Tlie  19tb 
rale  is  as  follows: 

"Friday  and  Saturday  in  every  week  shall  be  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  private  bills  and  private  buatnes^ 
in  preference  to  any  other,  unleK  otberwise  determined 
by  a  majority  of  the  Housei"  and  the  point  was,  whether 
it  required  a  bare  "majority,"  or  •  "  majority"  of  tw^- 


Hr.  GUSHING  sud  that  a  alatement  of  the  questioi( 
and  of  two  or  three  eonsiderationa  applicable  to  it,  would 
explain  the  grounda  on  which  he  ahould  vote. 

There  is  a  rule  of  the  House  vrhich  provides  that  the 
two  last  day*  of  the  week  shall  be  appropriated  to  tbe 
despatch  of  private  busineas,  anlcss  a  m^ority  of  tbe 
House  shall  otherwise  order.  Another  and  a  tubaequent 
rule  provides  that  tbe  order  of  business  shall  not  be 
changed  without  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  House,  I'he 
question  ii:  Wliat  ii  tbe  coiwtruction  of  these  two  rules, 
collated  together? 

Mr.  C.  said  it  seems  to  be  sdmitted,  in  (he  lirsl place, 
that  ill  point  of  fact  the  second  of  these  rules  waa  intro- 
duced and  estabUshed  (or  the  express  purpose  of  con- 
trolling or  explaining  tbe  first,  and  of  meeting  the  very 
case  under  debate.  Secondly,  that  it  had  been  the  un»- 
fonn  and  settled  practice  of  the  House  to  apply  the  rule 
of  two-lhirda  to  this  case<  and,  in  the  absence  of  any 
tbing  written,  such  a  practice  conilituted  a  rule.  And, 
in  his  judgment,  the  original  design  of  Ibe  rule,  and  the 
current  of  decisions  under  it,  were  sound  and  right  upon 
principle.  II  was  the  general  doctrine,  to  suspend  the 
rules  and  change  the  stated  order  of  business  for  a  tem- 
porary object,  enly  by  a  vote  ef  two-thlrda,  because 
otherwise  the  business  of  the  House  would  be  aobjecl  to 
the  fluctuating  will  and  unstable  impulses  ofa  bare  ma- 


particularly  wrong  thus  to  set  afloat  tbe 
immense  mass  of  the  claims  of  private  individuals,  who, 
as  it  is,  laboied  under  such  intnlersble  difficulties  in  pur- 
suing s  demand  against  the  United  Stales. 

The  point  of  order  was  debated  at  aome  length,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  wis  sustained  by  Hesira.' 
MF.HCER,  BHIGGS,  WILLIAMS  orKenlucky,WHIT- 
TLESET,  SUTHERLAND,  snd  BVERETT,  and  Op- 
posed by  Messrs.  BYNUM,  BEARDSLEY,  HARPER, 
VINTON,  MANN  of  New  York,  BELL,  VANDEB- 
POEL,  and  TOLCSr. 

Mr.  HAKIKR  demanded  the  previous  question)  which 
was  seconded:  Ayes  108,  noes  not  counted)  snd  the  main 
queslion  was  ordered  to  be  put  without  a  count. 

The  main  queslion  was,  ■■  Shsll  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  siand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  and  thereon 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  i 
which  were  ordered;  and  ihe  question bsing  taken,  was 
decided  in  the  sffirraitive;  Teis  I33,nayl  61,  aafollowsi 

Viu— Heurs.  Adams,  Chilton  AlUn,  Ail>,  Bailey, 
Banks,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Booker,  Boon,  Borden.  BriBE". 
Buchanan,  Buoob,  John  Calhoon,  William,  B  Calhoun, 
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Campbell,  Cur,  Carter,  Cuer,  Geor^  Cbunber*, 
John  Chamber*,  Ctune]',  Kattwniel  B.  Claiborne,  CIctc- 
Und,  Coffee,  Colet,  Corwin,  Cnuie,  Ciutiinfc,  Uarlin^- 
ton,  Deberty,  Dennr,  Dickeraon,  Doubleday,  Daolap, 
Efner,  Everett,  FairBeld,  French,  Fry,  FhUo  C.  Fuller, 
Oalbrailh,  Junei  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gla<cDck, 
Oranpr,  Grenoell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Harlan,  Samuel  8.  Harriaon,  Hawkina,  Haaeltinr, 
Biesttr,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntii^on,  Huntaman,  Ing; 
huD,  Wiltian  Jackion,  Jabei  Jackaon,  Janea,  Jenirer, 
JOMph  Jabnaan,  Henry  Jobnaon,  John  W.  Jaoea,  Jud- 
aon,  Kennon,  Kilj^re,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lanainff,  Lawler, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Jothua  Lee,  Tbomaa  Lee,  Luke  Lee, 
Lincoln,  Lcqcan,  Lyon,  Jab  Ifann,  Uartin,  John  Y. 
Hawn,  Hoaei  Haaon,  Maury,  Hay,  HcCarty,  He 
Kennan,  Hercer,  Miller,  Hilllgan,  Hontgomery,  Hoote, 
Hornn,  Morria,  Dulee  J.  Peirce,  Jamei  A.  Fearce, 
Fbeipa,  Fhillipa,  Pickeni,  Polta,  Reed,  Rencher,  John 
Beynold^  Boane,  Buaaell,  William  B.  Bhepard,  A.  H. 
Shepperd,  Shielda,  Bicklea,  Blade,  Spangler,  Slandefer, 
Steele,  Blorer,  SutberlaiMl,  TUiaferro,  Taylor,  Thomaa, 
JohnTboniaoD,  Turner,  Turrill,  Ward,  Wardelt,. White, 
Whitlleaey,  Lewia  Williamt,  Sbenod  Williama—lSS. 

Nan— Meatra.  Anthony,  Barton,  Bean,  Beardtley, 
Bond,  IloTee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bynum,  Carobreleng, 
Chapin,  Connor,  Crair,  Cramer,  Cuahman,  Dana, 
DkkKM.  Farlin,  William  K.  Fuller,  Glllet,  GrantliDd, 
GraTca,  Grayaon,  Joaeph  Hall,  Hannegan,  Harper, 
Albert  O.  Harriion,  Hiyne*,  Holaey,  Uopkina,  Ingeraoll, 
JarTia,  Richard  M.  Johnaon.Caveiohnaon,  Gideon  Lee, 
Leonard,  Abijah  Uann,  William  Muon,  Bamaon  Haaon, 
HcCiHnai,  McKay,  McKeon,  HcKim,  HcLene,  Huh. 
lenberg',  Owena,  Fag«,  Farker,  Patteraon,  Joaeph 
Reynoldi,  Bipley,  Rnberlaon,  Rogen,  Sohenclc,  Smith, 
Toucey,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Webater, 
Weeka— 61. 

So  the  Houae  determined  that  the  dedaion  or  the 
Chair  ahould  atand  «a  the  judgment  of  the  Houae. 

Tbe  Houae  then  proceeded  to  the  ordera  of  Ibe  day 
and  took  up  acveral  engroated  bitlit  which  were  read  a 
third  time  and  paaaedt  and  then 

The  houte  adjourned. 


BaTtraDiT,  Habci  5. 

OHIO  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

The  motion  beretofore  aubmitted  by  Mr.  HAiiaa,  to 

nrint  10,000  extra  coniea  oF  the  report  and  bill  fixing  Ihe 


pHnt  the  uaual  number  of  copieaofthe  b 

aubjeel,  preiented  on  behalf  of  the  Ohio  delegation. 

Mr.  VINTON  au  jrgeated  that  the  papera  referred  to  in 
the  brief  be  alao  printed. 

Mr.  KAHBR  acquieaced  In  the  auggeation,  and  modi- 
fled  hi*  motion  accordingly, 


he  belieTcdto  be  too  large.  He  therefore  mored  to 
•mend  the  propoailion  by  aubatiluiing  i,0O0  for  10,000 
copieai  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BEARDSlXy  niggeated  iliat  the  brief  preaenteil 
on  behalf  of  Michigan,  and  the  papera  therein  referred  to, 
ahould  alao  be  printed. 

Hr.  HAMEK  had  no  objection,  and  further  roodiHed 
hit  reiolulion,  in  accordance  with  the  augge&lion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 

Some  converaation  look  place  between  Heaara.  UANN 
of  New  York,  HAUER,  FAKKER,  THOMAS,  and 
GBENN&LL>  at  toihe  chumcter  audeitcni  of  the  bricfi. 


and  tbe  papera  Uieretn  referred  (o,  when  the  reaolutian 
waa  further  amended  by  excepting  aucb  papera  aa  had 
been  prcTiouity  directed  to  be  appended  to  tbe  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judictaiy;  and,  thui  amended,  it 
wai  agreed  to. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
ThcHouae  then  reaumed  tbe  conaideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  ofElecHona  on  the  conteated  election 
from  oneoflhediatrictiorNonh  Carolina. 

The  queation  pending  waa  the  amendment  propoaed 
by  Mr.  BiBDK,  that  the  petitioner  be  permitted  to  ap- 
pear by  bimielf  or  by  counael. 

Hr.  GRIFFIN  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nayai  which 
were  ordered. 

Hr.  RENCHER  wiabed  to  itate  one  fact,  which  ought 
to  induce  the  Houae  to  grant  counael,  and  that  waa,  that 
tbe  petitioner  bad  the  benefit  of  counael  before  the  com- 
mitteet  and  he  could  ace  no  good  rraton  why  he  ahould 
not  be  entitled  to  the  aame  benefit  on  the  floor  of  the 
Houae.  He  would  Tole  for  the  motion  that  the  peti- 
tioner be  allowed  counael,  becauae  be  had  aaked  for  iti 
and  be  would  hare  grantedlbealttinr  member  counael  if 
he  had  denred  it.  He  agreed  with  liia  colleague,  [Hr. 
BiTDM,]  that  it  more  became  them  to  lialen  to  tbe  argu- 
menta  of  othera  than  to  engage  in  il  themaeWea. 

Tbe  queation  waa  then  put  on  the  motion  that  the  peti- 
tioner be  permitted  to  appear  by  counael,  and  decided 
in  the  ne|ali*ei  Yeaa  67,  naya  llS,aa  followa; 

YiAa — Meaan.  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bouldln,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Chapman,  Nathaniel 
H.  Claiborne,  Cler eland,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Crane,  Uarla,  Denny,  Dickcrion,  Dickaon,  Farlin, 
French,  William  E.  Fuller,  Galbrallh,  Joaeph  Hall,  Man- 
negan.  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hivkira,  Haynel. 
Holaey,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Jabez 
Jackaon,  Care  Johnaon,  Kennon,  KilKorc,  Lansing, 
ThomaaLee,  Job  Hann,  William  Haaon,  HcKay,  HcKim, 
Hercer,  Hontgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Page, 
Patterton,  FbrlpS)  Rencher,  John  Reynolda,  Joaeph 
Reynold!,  Iloane,  Schenck,  Auguitine  H.  Shepperd. 
Shinn,  Sutherland,  Thnmaa,  JoRn  Tbamicn,  Turner, 
Vanderpoel.  Ward,  Wardwell,  Weeka— 67. 

NAia— Uesara.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Mh,  Banka, 
Beaumont,  Bel),  Bockee,  Bond.  Bprden,  Brigga,  Buncb, 
John  Calhoon,  William  8.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Caiey,  George  Chanibera,  JoLo 
Chamber!,  Chi  Ida,  CofTee,  Colet,  Cuahman,  Ueberry, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efiier,  Evani,  Everett, 
Fairfield,  Poreater,  Fry,  Fliilo  C.  Fuller,  Jamea  Garland, 
Gillct.  Glaacock,  Granger,  Granlland,  Gravei,  Grayion, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Harriion,  Hazeltine,  Henderaon,  Hiea- 
ter.  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntaman,  Ingenol),  Ingham, 
Willam  Jackson,  Janea,  Jarvit,  Jenifer,  Jaiepli  Johnaon, 
Henry  Johnaon,  John  W.  Jonei,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kin- 
nard, l.ane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Abijah  Hann, 
Martin,  Moaca  Haaon,  Samaon  Haion,  Haury,  UcCarly. 
HcComaa,  McKeon,  McLene,  Miller,  Morris,  Owens, 
Parker,  Parka,  Patton,  Fhillipa,  Polta,  Reed,  Robert- 
aon,  Rivera,  Ruasell,  Shields,  Sicklei,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Standeftr,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Towna,  Under- 
wood, Webater,  Whiltleaey,  Sherrod  Williams— 113- 

Hr.  BYNUM  aaid  he  was  in  hopea  llial,  since  the 
House  bad,  by  the  vote  which  it  had  jual  given,  refused 
the  petitioner  leave  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  it  nould 
act  Its  principle  out,  and  reject  the  motion  ofTered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  Habd]  to  allow  Ihe 
petitioner  the  privilege  to  appear  at  Ibe  bar  of  the  Houae, 
and  to  apeak  in  his  own  defence,  aa  it  waa  a  request  that 
Ihe  petitioner  had  not  made. 

The  rote  which  had  jual  been  taken  was  one  to  ivhich 
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be  be^K«d  the  libcrt;  of  the  Houie  to  c»U  th«  cirneit 
•tiention  of  ever]'  laTmer,  mechanic,  workingrnin,  itnd 
.__! — ^^^  -^  iiij^  nitloii.  It  wu  one  in  vhicb,  in  (be 
/  of  h»  heart,  be  believed  Ibeir  moit  loleinn 
u  freemen  hul  been  inradeil  *nfl  violated.  For 
■he  Rr»t  lima  it  wai,  tbat  ever  a  freeman  and  in  Ameri- 
can citiien  bad  been  refitted  the  right  or  privilege  to  be 
heard  in  tbeCongrenoftheUnited  Stale*,  Iheprofeaaed 
aaaemUagc  of  the  repreaectativea  of  (he  onl;  (ruly  free 
nation  oncarlh,  in  defence  not  onlj' of  his  ovn  righdand 
intereif,  which  are  involved  in  bii  leat  on  tbia  Boar,  but 
in  defence  of  the  righta  and  interest  of  forly-aeven  Ihon- 
tand  four  hundred  lonli  of  the  dialrict  whose  repreaent- 
ative  be  claimed  the  ri|[ht  to  t>a  in  that  House.  H«  wa* 
glad  thai  aome  honorable  gentJeman  hid  called  for  (he 
jieai  and  nayi  on  that  quealion,ai  the  farmera  and  work- 
ingmen  of  the  country  might  aee  what  ihey  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  their  Repreientativea  there.  {Here  the 
SraaKia  called  Mr.  B.  to  order,  and  aaid  it  waa  nol 
in  order  to  apealc  on  a  aubject  that  had  been  decided.] 
Hr.  B.  aaid  he  would  aubmit  with  great  reaped  to  the 
correction  of  the  Chairi  bat  tliit,  by  the  vote  of  the 
Houie,  an  act  of  injuttice  had  been  done  the  petitioner, 
and  tbat  il  could  not  be  repaired  by  the  pasnge  of  the 
reaolution  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He,  as  a 
freeman  and  an  American  citizen,  had  been  denied  the 
privilege  of  being  heard  by  counMl  in  defence  of  hii 
righti,  and  the  righta  ofhia  conltituents,  on  that  flooriand 
he  wiihed  it  to  be  marked  and  well  noted  by  thatclaii  of 
ciliaen*  of  Ihia  country  who  were  not  lawyers,  and  who 


inilyi^groaa,  and  violative  of  every  ipiriC  of  freedomt  the 
decition  that  haa  been  made  i>  in  the  very  htce  of  every 
precedent  that  haa  ever  occurred  in  Ihi*  Houae.  I  pro- 
teat  againit  it  at  being  fraught  with  the  groaaeat  injuatlee 
toward*  every  petitioner  that  may  hereafter  come  before 
tbia  Housp,  who  la  not  a  lawyer  by  profeuion  or  a 
iMckneyed  public  apeaker.  Surely  gentlemen  have  not 
eoDaidered  (he  conaequence*  of  the  rote  that  haijuit 
been  given,  the  vital  ri^hli  of  the  great  clua  of  farmera 
and  workingmen  that  it  lo  leriouity  aHeclit  the  great 
advantage  that  it  muat  give  to  the  lawyers  over  every 
other  claat  of  men  that  have  not  been  bred  to  tpeecfa- 
■naking.  Can  Ihat  clasa  of  the  community  who  are  not 
of  (he  legal  profeanon  aanclion  ao  enormoui  a  breach 
of  (heir  dearest  righti,  in  a  place  where  they  ahould 
be  ao  tenaciously  guarded?  Sir,  said  Mr.  B-,  the  work- 
ing class  of  society  cannot  look  with  indifference  at 
Ibu  act.  He  hoped  their  attention  would  be  called  to 
i(  in  every  aeclion  of  tbe  country  I  the  denial  of  the  privi- 
lege to  be  heard  by  counsel  was  against  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  House,  in  every  case  where  it  had  been 
Hked,  tince  the  formation  of  the  Government  until  the 
present  lime.  There  had  not  been  a  single  initanee 
where  It  had  ever  been  before  refused,  indhethought 
the  House  assumed  an  awful  responsibility  in  setting 
aside  the  precedent  at  thit  late  day  of  the  republic,  in 
oppoKiion  to  ■  practice  so  long  acquieaeed  in.  It  waa 
againai  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  conatitution. 

The  caae  operated  with  peculiar  hardship  on  the  prea- 
cnl  occauon.  The  petitioner  was  no  public  speaker,  and 
did  not  aik  to  be  heard,  elcept  by  counaeli  and  tlie 
House  had  made  a  mtwt  singular  decinon,  tbat  he  should 
not  be  heard  by  counsel,  and  waa  about  to  decide  that 
be  should  or  might  be  heard  by  himaelf.  Now,  said  Ur. 
B.,  this  is  what  (lie  petitioner  did  not  aak.  He  is  no  de- 
bater, and  is,  eompara'ively,  a  perfect  stranger  in  llila 
Houaet  and  na  man  could  do  himself  justice,  that  was  a 
stranger,  however  much  he  might  be  accustomed  to 
public  speaking,  who  might  In  bis  lirst  attempt  under- 
take to  address  ibis  Uousei  but  for  one  unaccustomed  to 
publio  speaking  to  stleropt  il,  il  was"  utterly  impossible 
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that  he  could  do  it  with  tbat  composure  and  deliberation 
tbat  waa  necessary  in  the  discusuon  uf  a  great  legal  or 
constitutional  question.  Yet,  by  the  vote  of  the  House, 
it  bad  been  decided  that  the  petitioner,  however  illy  com> 
pelent  to  address  it,  was  to  be  forced  to  attempt  il,  to 
the  exposureof  bimieif,  and  the  great  prejudice  of  Iiia 
claim,  and  lo  the  interest  of  all  others  intereated  in  the 
decision.  It  was  giving  too  great  an  advantage  lo  the 
lawyera  over  every  other  clasa.  No  man  in  future  might 
Ihink  of  contesting  a  seat  here,  who  was  not  a  Uwyer, 
with  sny  prospect  ofsuceeas.  Had  this  been  a  new  case, 
BO  strong  were  the  reasons  to  hit  miiid,  he  should,  with- 
out the  least  hesitation,  have  granted  counael,  il  desired 
by  either  tlie  petitioner  or  Ihe  sitting  member.  3ueh  had 
been  the  constant  and  uniform  practice  of  Ihe  House, 
which  be  had  taken  pains  to  ascertain!  and  it  certainly 
offered  the  strongest  reasons  at  this  lime  againit  devia- 
ting from  a  precedent  so  long  held  sacred,  and  founded, 
lo  his  judgment,  in  the  strictest  policy  and  propriety. 
But  he  bad  aaid  it  bad  operated  with  peculiar  hardriiip 
on  the  petitioner.  The  sitting  member  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Ibis  House  near  three  years,  a  lawyer  of  emi- 
nence, who  hid  formed  many  acquaintancea  and  con- 
nexions of  different  kinds,  and  had  had  an  opportunity, 
both  in  private  and  in  public,  of  placing  in  possession  of 
the  atrongesl  pcunts  of  his  case  mo^t  of  those  witb 
whom  he  bad  formed  an  acquaintance  durinfr  Ibis  timei 
be  had  also  msde  two  lengthy  arguments  to  the  House, 
while  the  petitioner  was  excluded  from  the  House,  both 
in  himself  andcDunsel.  Was  such  a  course  not  calcu- 
lated to  bias  the  House  in  his  favor,  and  give  their  pre- 
posseasions  in  the  juatnett  of  bis  claim?  It  certainly  ap- 
peared solo  him. 

But  the  f^nlleman  from  New  York  bas  moved  to  per- 
mit the  petitioner  on  Ihe  floor,  with  Ibeprivilq^etu  speak 
in  his  own  defence.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
repreaent*  the  minority  of  Ihe  committee  that  wai  opposed 
to  the  claim  of  Ihe  petitioner.  I'he  petitioner  will  aak 
nolhlngat  the  handsof  those  who  are  opposed  to  bin): 
he  is  old  enough  lo  know  what  danger  there  bas  ever 
been  found  In  the  gifts  of  an  enemy.  The  petitioner 
has  not  asked  tills  from  the  gentleman  from  Hew  Yorki 
the  petitioner  is  aware  that  he  has  nothing  to  expect 
fromthat  quarter.  Sir,  I  Ihink  I  see  through  the  design 
of  the  gentleman  froni  New  York,  and  to  dues  the  pell- 
lioner.  Tbat  gentleman  tliinka,  no  doubt,  if  his  residu- 
tionbeadopted,thaIil  will  supersede  Ihereaolution  offer- 
ed by  Ihe  majority  of  the  committee,  who  were  friendly 
lo  Ihe  claims  of  Ihe  petitioner.  Sir,  is  this  not,  by  indi- 
rection, an  attempt  of  monstrous  injustice  toward*  the 
petitioner,  who  lias  already  liid  the  strongest  cause  of 
complaint  against  the  Housed  He  certainly  viewed  such 
a  cuurieai  being  most  unjuitiGible. 

Again,  sir;  bas  not  evidence  been  presenled,  and  or. 
dered  to  be  printed  and  Uid  on  Ihe  deakofeadimember 
of  this  House,  in  favor  of  the  silting  member,  which  wai 
taken  after  the  committee  had  decided  tliry  would  re- 
ceive no  more  evidence,  which  nobody  waa  here  lo  ob~ 
ject  to— the  petilioner  nol  being  represented  on  Ihe 
floor,  either  in  person  or  by  counsel?  Can  tuch  a  course 
be  compatible  with  any  principle  of  justice  or  equity ' 

Sir.  aild  Mr.  B.,  1  am  nota  little  *atoni<hed  at  thecource 
it  is  manifest  ihat  Ihe  House  is  disposed  lo  take  already 
on  this  subject,  and  1  hope  that  llie  decision  it  hat  Ihia 
day  made  against  the  rights  and  interests  of  a  certain 
clasa  of  the  commiinit)  may  long  be  remembered,  and 
not  overlooked  by  them  at  a  future  day. 

The  resolution  that  Ihe  Houie  was  about  lo  adopt  had 
come  from  one  hostile  to  the  pretensions  of  the  petition- 
er, and  was,  he  was  authorized  lossy,  entirely  gratuilouii 
and  he  viewed  it  as  being  wholly  delusive,  and,  iF  adopt- 
ed, could  afford  no  subslanlial  relief  to  Ihe  petitioner, 
and  be  thought  il  unnecessary  to  adopt  it  witb  any  view 
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gntuitDut  rMolulion  of  theineinber  from  Nev  Turk,  witb 
Jul  known  houility  towirdi  the  petiikinar,  hajc  given 
twm  mother. 

Sot*.— Seek  of  OmUtled  SktHonM  tn  CaagrtM — 
1789.  "Hie  cue  to  which  Mr.  Bt>d>  >nd  referred 
in  hii  former  remirks  «u  ciie  the  3J  of  the  New 
Jertey  mcmben,  pkge  43. 

,  "On  motion  of  Mr.  Liney,  that  the  pkTt'wi  Rppesr, 
(uid  be  heard  by  their  couniel  bafore  the  Hovmc, 

"  Ur.  Li*eniu>ra  uid,  I  h»Te  no  abjection  that  ooutmcI 
■houM  be  bewd  upon  the  merits  of  the  principal   quca- 

,    "Hr.  Ibdiion  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  hear 

"Mr.  Page:  Iflhe  juritdictionorthe Home  vaiquei- 
lioned,  the  partiei  had  an  indubitable  right  to  be  heard 
bf  coomeL,  and  he  hnped  no  grntleman  would  refu*e 
tbo  people  of  the  United  Slate*  a  pnviitgt  uf  Mt  in. 
partant  Mliire,  which  hid  alwayi  been  enjojred  by  the 
Mibject*  of  Great  Britain. 

"  Mr.  Stone  had  no  obieetion  to  admitting  a  United 
number,  if  it  wai  required. 

"  1793.  P»(re  49— In  eft»e  11,  Jackion  vs.  Wiyne, 
from  Genrgit,  it  wai  poilponed  lo  the  37th  of  February, 
and  on  that  day  it  *ii  lurther  continued,  on  the  aug- 
Ifeition  of  tite  liliing  member,  to  llie  10th  of  March,  on 
which  day  leave  was  granted  lo  the  tilling  member  to  be 
heard  by  hi*  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  Hcuae. 

"  1804.  Page  139. — Ca*e  30;  Moore  n.  Lewia,  from 
Virginia.  March  lit,  1804,  the  committee  wai  diichai^ 
ed;  and,  moWed,  that  the  memorialirt  and  the  liliing 
-member  ihall,  if  tbey  desire  it,  be  heard  by  oounael  be- 
fore the  bar  of  the  Uouie. 

"  Mr  Uoore  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  ipoke  in  bvor 
ofhii  ■  ■■  -     '  ■-■      ■'-■      - -'    -' 

"M 
in  faTor  ofhla  right  la  hi*  aeat.' 

Mr.  BiBCH  aim  referred  to  the  case  in  the  llritiih 
Parliament,  of  John  Lutlrel,  petitioner,  tn-  Sir  Abraham 
Hume  and  William  Joliff,  when  both  the  sitting  member 
and  petitioner  were  heard  by  counicl. 

Hr.  HARDIN  said  that  the  motion  w»  that  the  pe- 
tinner  have  leave  lo  appear  and  to  addreu  ihe  Housei 
-butifthat  genilertian  didnnt  cbooic  to  avail  himself  of 
the  privilege,  there  was  no  harm  done.  The  relolulion 
was  not  mandatory  that  Ihe  petitioner  ihal)  come  and 
ipeak,  but  that  he  have  leave  if  he  choose  to  do  so. 
If,  however,  the  gentleman  did  not  avail  himself  of  the 

Srivilege,  he  expected  the  members  of  the  House  would 
0  him  ample  and  impartial  juitiee.  They  were  to 
decide  the  caae  partly  as  members  of  ihe  Houie  and 
partly  in  the  chancier  of  i  court  of  adjudication,  and 
it  was  to  be  settled  by  the  evldenee  which  every  member 
had  on  his  table.  The  resolution  proposed  to  give  the 
petitioner  a  aeat  on  that  floor;  but  if  that  gentleman  says 
he  win  not  avail  hinuelF  of  those  righli,  because  Ihe 
House  would  not  give  him  more,  let  him  do  so.  But  the 
gentlemen  from  North  Csrulin*  [Mr.  Btho]  had  said 
that,  because  the  House  had  negtllred  the  motion 
to  grant  the  petitioner  counaet,  it  ought  not  to  pass  the 
rrsnlutioii  granting  him  a  seat,  liie  House,  Mr.  H. 
•aid,  ought  still  lo  pass  the  resolution  and  if  the  pe- 
titioner did  not  avail  hiinielf  of  the  privilege,  it  was  his 
own  look  out.  He  had  voted  against  Ihe  amendment 
granting  counsel,  and  should  do  «o  anin.  When  a 
man  ipoke  on  that  floor  on  great  constitutional  queations, 
he  wanted  him  to  speak  as  a  member  of  that  House, 
impresied  with  the  high  responsibility  which  reited  upon 
him.     It  had  not  been  from  any  disporilioi 


then 


the  laMlet^  but  ka  could  not  cooaent  te  have  the  time 
of  the  House  oontumcd  by  the  argument*  of  a  lawyer. 
In  relation  to  the  motion  coming  from  the  genlleiniK 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Habs,]  he  thought  it  was  per> 
teotly  eoneet.  Wai  that  gentleman  an  enemy  of  the 
petitioner?  He  ^liored  not.  Waihe  an  opponent  of  the 
petitioner'  He  believed  he  wae  not.  The  member*  of 
the  coroiniKee  might  have  made  up  their  ninds  that  one 
WM  entitled  lothe  aeat  and  another  WM  not,  but  he  wai 
far  from  believing  that  either  or  ilieM  wen  opponent*of 
Ihe  petitioner  or  of  the  sitting  mcnber.  He  would  vote 
for  the  reiolutian,  and  then  it  would  be  optkmal  wilk 
the  petitioner  to  take  hi*  seat  or  not. 

Mr.  HARD  said  he  wi«hed  to  make  a  few  remarki  in 
explanation.  If  he  underalood  the  genllemsn  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Btkdm]  correctly,  he  had  aiid  the 
motion  came  from  a  quarter  unfriendly  to  the  petitioneT. 
lie  did  not  knawvhaithegentlcman  from  North  CamliiM 
considered  a  want  ufTriendihip  in  the  members  of  the 
committee  towards  the  petitioneri  but  he  iruitcd,  lo  far 
aa  be  w«*  concerned,  and  lo  far  as  be  had  acted,  arvd  in 
Ihe  course  he  intended  to  pursue,  that  ha  would  not  be 
governed  by  party,  but  by  principle.  He  had  beea 
induced  to  bring  the  motion  before  Ihe  House  at  the 
inaunee  aod  request  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tirginiai  and  if  Ihey  were  to  judge  from  volea^  (hat 
gentleman  waa  Ihe  political  friend  of  the  petitioner. 
It  waa  argued  by  that  gentleman  and  others^  that  the 
sitling  member  had  the  privilege  of  making  atatrmenta 
to  Ihe  House,  which  the  petitioner  hhnself  wm  boiler 
qualified  lo  answer  tlian  any  other  individual.  It  wai 
also  urged  by  some  of  Ihe  petilioner'a  friends,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  committee  lo  bring  forward  ibe 
motion.  He  hid  eomulted  both  Ibe  members  of  ibe 
majority  and  minority  of  Ihe  committee,  and  he  had  lo 
aajr  to  the  genllemsn  from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  Bvant,] 
that  he  diicliiined  all  unfriendly  feeling*  toward*  tttc 
petitioner. 

Mr.  FRY,  of  Penniylvania,  add  he  was  among  those 
wbu  had  voted  igainil  the  petitioner  being  heard  upon 
this  floor  by  counsel,  and  he  should  also  vote  against  his 
being  hesrd  in  penoni  and  this  he  had  done  and  would 
do,  under  the  fullest^convletion  that  Ihe  House  were 
amply  competent,  and  would  do  the  claim  of  Ihe  petitioner 
ample  juatice,  upon  Ihe  final  aet'ion  of  Ihe  Houae  upon  the 
lubject.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  F.,)  we  hare  notonlythereportof 
the  standing  Commlltee  of  Elections,  but  we  haves  dou- 
ble report — a  minority  report  upon  ibe  subjeclg  and  what 
member  of  this  Houae  would  hazard  Ihe  opinion  tliat 
the  reports  did  not  embrace  all  the  facts  in  the  csser 
And  if  Ihey  do,  do  we  want  a  lawyer  to  read  and  expound 
that  report  to  Ihe  House?  Does  the  House  wsnt  a  law- 
yer to  distort  the  evidence'  1  have  fall  confidence  in 
Ihe  ability  of  the  committee,  who  have  made  the  repot^, 
to  do  juitice  to  the  contending  pirlieti  and  having  their 
reports,  I  want  the  opinion  or  advice  of  no  lawyer  to  tell 
me  whit  these  reports  are,  and  whether  they  do  justice 
orinjmlice  to  either  of  ihe  part iea.  I  cannot  see,  iftliii 
pelitioner  is  entitled  lo  be  lieard  upon  Ihi*  floor,  why 
every  person  who  has  a  claim  is  not  entitled  to  be  besrd 
by  eountcli  I  cannot  make  a  distinction  between  claim- 
ants. Precedent*  have  been  referred  to.  I  make  pre- 
cedents Ihe  rule  of  my  conduot  only  *o  farat  1  conaider 
Ihem  good  and  found,  t  make  precedents  the  rule  of 
my  conduct  no  further  llisn  I  approve  of  Ihem.  Sir,  i 
said  I  voled  against  allowing  tlie  pulilioner  to  be  heard 
by  counael  upon  thi*  floor,  and  I  repeil  it,  beesuie  I  be- 
lieved the  House  amply  competent,  and  I  cannnt  doubt 
but  the  House  will  do  him  full  juaticei  and  1  was  aorry 
toheartheinsinuillon  of  the  genllemsn  from  North  Caro- 
lina, that  a  diapoiition  was  manifested  by  Ihe  vole  of  tho 
House,  to  do  Ihe  petitioner  Injustice.  I  have  troubled 
Ihe  Huuie  with  these  few  observstioop,  in  juti'ificatloa 
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of  the  Tola  I  (^*e  upon  the  imendiBMit,  mnd  in  juMHic«- 
HtM  of  Ike  Tote  I  ihmild  ^re  upon  the  propoiition  ofthe 
gentleman  frotn  New  YMki  mkI  vitb  theae  obMrntiom 
I  disfDin  the  subject. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ■■id  he  ftit  lome  embirruiment  on  the 
prcaent  oooailon,  u  to  the  eoune  be  ought  to  puriuc. 
It  b*d  happened  that  be  wm  ebient  when  the  reti  and 
atjt  were  taken,  tnd  be  hdd  not  h»i  in  opportunily  of 
reoording  hit  vote.  Il  hid  not  been  hiainlontlon  to  enter 
into  tbe  prceent  queition  et  elliBBd  heihauldhtte  been, 
Mtiiged  bf  KB  opportunity  of  TOtinf ,  which  vtmid  hive 
been  inraToror*dinittingcounBeionthepirl  oflhe  peti- 
tioner. He  would  have  done  lo,  because  he  conceived 
it  to  be  the  right  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  lent 
there  by  forty  ihouaind  votera,  or  claiming  to  be  lent  by 
them.  He  ahoulit  have  conridered  it  aione  DftheriKhta 
of  the  petitioner  and  of  hie  constituent!,  to  be  heanl  by 
couniel,  if  he  had  thought  proper  to  aik  it.  II  was  the 
only  principle  on  which  he  could  be  placed  on  an  eauali- 
ty  with  hia  compelilori  because  no  one  vaa  capable  of 
apeaking  for  hiauelf,  in  ntch  a  caie.  What  wm  Ihe  re- 
(ult?  Go  into  a  court  of  jualice,  and  aee  on  one  aide 
one  of  the  firat  lavyera  of  the  land,  and  on  the  other  a 
man  who  had  nothing  but  the  juallce  of  hia  cauie  to  sus- 
tain him;  let  the  Judges  and  J  uron  be  aihoneat  and  capa- 
ble as  they  migbl  be,  and  nine  limes  out  of  ten  the  suit 
would  be  decided  in  faTorofthe  msn  who  hid  the  great 
lawyer.  To  deny  counsel  was  to  take  avay  the  equsli- 
ly  which  should  be  given  to  the  petitioner. 

Ur.  BOON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  Hedid  not  think 
the  j;entlenian  in  order  In  reflecting  on  Ihe  decision  of 
thq  House. 

Mr.  A.  reaumed.  It  had  not  been  hia  intention  to 
trouble  tiie  House  with  any  remarks)  but  he  wi^ed  to 

S're  ills  reaion  for  TOling  againit  the  motion  then  before 
e  Houaie.     The  present  motion  was  a  substitute  for  Ihe 
one  which  the  Mouse  had  refused  lo  grant.     It  was  now 

SropoaCd  that  the  peiiiioner  ihoald  be  admitted  on  the 
oor  of  the  House,  and  that  he  should  have  p«nnl>aion 
of  the  House  to  use  a  ftcully  which  his  friends  said  he 
did  not  potaeas.     Now,  it  seemed  tu  him,  ifthat  princl- 

file  waa  ealablished,  the  question  might  be  aaked,  have 
he  people  the  right  to  aend  a  man  to  Congrestwho  waa 
not  a  profound  Tawyer;  a  man  who  might  be  good  in 
counsel,  but  had  not  the  faculty  of  speaking.'  The  right 
of  the  member  waa  the  right  of  hisconaliliienta,  and  he 
did  notknow  ofany  law  wbich  required  that  a  member 
of  Congreaa  ahould  be  a  public  speaker.  Th>t  was  a 
matter  Tor  their  conslituenta  todetermine  for  themaelvel. 
And  every  gentleman  knew  full  well  that  there  were 
tnanT  nemben  of  that  House  who  had  not  the  peculiar 
faculty  of  speaking,  but  who  were  aa  tiaefut  menben  u 
any  others  m  the  House.  But  were  gentlemen  going  to 
admit  the  petitioner,  who  was  no  lawyer  himaeir,  to  plead 
fais  own  cause,  when  hia  friends  have  told  them  that  be 
was  not  capable  of  pleading  it'  and  that,  too,  when  hia 
competitor  was  a  debater  equal  to  almost  any  gentleotao 
on  Ihalfloor?  The  proposition  was  fiillaclous.  It  had 
the  ■pnearance  of  placing  tlie  petitioner  on  an  equality 
with  hia  competitor,  and  at  the  mkm  time  amounted  to 
nottung  at  all.  It  was  a  refusal  of  his  rightly  together 
witli  the  pretension  of  ersnling  bim  hii  rights.  So  far 
aa  a  resolution  went,  taking  it  abstractly,  he  should  vote 
for  il,  for  the  House  had  declined  what  he  believed  to 
bave  been  lbs  pelitioner'a  rightai  but  he  found  the  peti- 
tioner's friends  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  it<  and 
therefore  be  labored  under  hum  embarrasamcnt,  and  he 
ahould  rather  be  inclined  to  vote  against  tlie  resalulion. 
Gentlemen  might  eooaider  it  a  sort  ofindemnily  for  what 
tbcy  had  refused  the  petitioner,  andilwoaklbc  so,  were 
it  not  for  the  fsct  that  it  was  absolutely  a  delusive  privi- 
lege; and  il  was  better  to  say  at  once  that  ha  should  not 
have  a  scat,  and  submit  his  caM  to  Ihe  justice  oftba 


louse.  He  begged  ttot  to  be  suapcoted  of  entertaining 
iny  hoilile  feeling  towards  eilherot  the  gentlemen.  H«. 
had  a  high  regard  lor  Ihe  sitting  member,  and  of  hia 
competitor  be  knew  nothing.  Not  beini  in  the  Houao- 
to  reoord  his  vote  on  tlie  aubjeel,  be  had  taken  the  op- 
portunity of  giving  the  reasons  why  he  ^ould  volf 
-igainit  Ihe  propoaitian  to  allow  Ihe  gentleman  to  plead 
lii  own  cause,  which  he  considered  a  delusive  appear- 
ince  of  justice,  and  no  reality. 

Mr.  WHITTLBSET  called  for  the  orders  of  the  dayi 
but  withdrew  it  at  Ihe  request  of 

Hr.  HAHEtl,  who,  by  consent  of  the  House,  moved 
reconsideration  of  the  rote  of  this  morning  on  the  re«-_ 
olution  directing  extra  copies  of  the  report  on  the  Ohio 
and  Michigan  boundary  question,  ice,  to  be  printed,  as 
he  wished  to  move  to  slrikr,  out  that  part  directing  the 
I}rinting  of  the  briefs.  Hr.  H.  aaid  that,  by  a  conversa- 
tion with  some  members  of  Ihe  Judiciary  Committee,  be. 
had  ascertained  that,  under  the  resolution  as  adopted) 
there  was  no  document  or  brief  that  could  be  printed  on 
behalf  of  Hiohigan.  To  print  one  on  behalf  of  Ohio, 
under  such  circumstances,  might^em  like  tskingan  ad- 
vantage of  Uichigan.  This  Ohio  did  not  want)  and  ha 
desired  a  reconaideralion  for  the  purpose  of  striking  out 
all  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  related  to  the  printing 
of  briefs  on  either  aide. 

The  House  reconsidered  the  vote.     Ur.  H.  madifted 
the  resolution  as  proposed,  and  it  waa  then  adopted. 
BSKRIDGE  AND  FISK. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
Ihe  relief  or  Thomas  P.  Eskridge  and  Alvarez  Pitk. 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  by  Mr.  PAtt- 
KBR,  it  wss  opposed  by  Uessrs.  LINCOLN  andSBVIBR, 
and  advocated  by  the  mover;  when 

Mr.  PARKEB  varied  bis  motion,  by  proporing  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  fublic  Lands,  with 
initruetlons. 

AiW  some  further  remarks  by  Hessra.  aBVIEK, 
BOON,  VINTON,  PAHKEB,  LINCOLN,  MASON  of 
Virginia,  WHITTLESEY,  and  KENNON, 

Ur.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  questiontand  it  wasflret  put  upon  committing, 
and  decided  in  the  negilivei  the  second  branch  of  the 
motion  fetli  as  a  matter  ofcourse. 

The  amendment  ofUr.  Piaiaa  I o  strike  out  the  al- 
lowance of  interest  wu  then  disagreed  lo,  and  the  bill 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
ALPORD  AND  BRUSH. 

A  joint  rewlution  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Alford  waa 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WASDWELL,  by  adding  4 
provMon  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Bruiht  and,  after  Mn&A 
debate,  the  further  conuderation  ofthe  resolution  wU 
postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Hr.  DAVIS  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  P.  C.  FULLER  uked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motioni  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  on  the  adjournment  waa  taken  by  telkrsi 
Ayes  82,  noes  61;  and,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  H., 

The  House  adjourned. 

MOHDAT,  Mjxoh  T. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  unRnisbed  busineu  of  Ih* 
last  pethion  day  first  in  order  to  be  Ibe  motion  of  Mr. 
PiTToiT  to  suspend  the  mles  of  the  House,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  submit  a  motion  for  leave  to 
withdraw  the  joint  resolutions  ofthe  General  Assembly 
of  Ihe  State  of  Virginia  (presented  by  him)  o»  the  sub- 
ject of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Mr,  PATTON  called  for  the  yeu  and  naya  on  bw 
motioni  which  were  ordered. 
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I^atry  in  Iht  Dittrid  of  Cplitmiia—Omlaltd  EktHon,  Ue. 


Mr.  AUAUS  moTCd  to  by  the  matioo  to  nitpend  the 
rulei  on  the  table. 

On  ihia  motion  Mr.  UOROAN  uked  for  the  yeM  knd 
ntyai  which  were  onlered,  ind  were  m  Tollowi: 

Yui— Heure.  Adinu,  Chilton  AlUn,  Hemin  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bailey,  Barton,  Bean,  Beirdiley,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Brig^  Brown,  C*rr,  Cuejr,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Cnmer,  Crane,  Cuahin^,  Denny,  Efner,  Erini,  Far- 
lin,  Pliilo  C.  Puller,  Oalbrailh,  Gillet,  Gnrea,  Gren. 
Kelt,  JoKph  Ball,  M.  Hall,  Hard,  H*rliin,  Samuel  3. 
Harriton,  Havkini,  Htzeltlne,  Hiester.  Ho»r,  Howell, 
Hubley,  Hiintin;;ton,  Williim  Jsckion,  Janei,  Jsrrii, 
Care  Johnion,  Kinntrd,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Job  Hann,  William  Muon,  Hosea  Muon, 
S.  Mi»on,  McKennan,  HcKim,  UcLene,  Miller,  Mllli- 
ffan,  Monlgomery,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks, 
Pttieraon,  Dutee  J.  Peirce,  Pott>,  Reed,  Bencher, 
Joieph  Reynold*,  Runel),  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  6ick- 
le<.  Smith,  Storer,  John  Tliomion,  Touecy,  Underwood, 
Whiltlesey,  Slierrod  Witlami— SO. 

Nits — Hrnri.  Aah,  Beale,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Bond,  Boyd,  Buchsnin,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William 

B,  Calhoun,  Cimbreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Cbaney,  Childs,  Mathmiel  M.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coffee,  Coles,  Conhor,  Davis,  Dtberry,  Dickson, 
Doubleday,  DroiDgoole,  Duiilap,  ErarcK,  Fairfield, 
Foreiler,  French,  Fry,  Jamei  Garland,  Glascock,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Graysort,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hardin,  Albert 
G'  Harrison,  Hayner,  Henderaon,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maurj,  HeCamas, 
McKeon,  Mercer,  Morgan,  Owen*.  Parker,  Palton, 
Phelps,  Phillipx,  Pickens,  Koane,  Kohertson,  Shields, 
Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliarecro,  Towns,  Turner, 
Turnll,  Vanderpcel,  Ward— S3. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Hr.  Pima'a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  fur  the  purpose  sisied,  and  decided 
in  tlie  negative,  by  yeis  and  nays,  as  Tollows: 

Ysis— Meitrs.  Ash,  Bailey,  Beate,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Jolin  Calhoon,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee, 
Coles,  Connor,  Darlington,  Uavis,  Deberry,  Dickson, 
Doubleday,  Dromguole,  Dun  lap,  Everett,  Fairfield, 
Forealer,  Fry,  James  Garland,  Rice  Girland,  Glascock, 
Granger,  Grave*,  Grayson,  Griflin,  Haley,  Hamer,  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Hsynea,  Holsry,  Hopkins,  Hunt,  Hunting- 
ton, Hunlsmtn,  Ingenolt,  Ingham,  Jahez  Jackson, 
Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnion,  John  VT. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lay,  J.  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leonard,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Martin,  Maury,  McComas, 
McKeon,  UcKim,  Mercer,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens^ 
Parker,  Patten,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Ruane,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
William  B.  Shepird,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields, 
Spsngler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Towns,  Tur- 
ner, Turrill,  Washington,  Wise— 89, 

Nira  — Measrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  He  man 
Allen,  Anthony,  Banks,  Barton,  Be»n,  Besrdaley, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  William  B. 
Cathoun,  Casey,  Georg«  Chambers,  John  Chambers, 
Childs,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushinfr,  Cuahman, 
Denny,  Dickerson,  Bfner,  Evans,  Farlin,  French,  Phito 

C.  Fuller,  Vf.  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  Grennell,  J.  Hall,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  HazcHine,  Henderson,  Hieilcr,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Hubley,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jsrvls,  Cave 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kinnard,  Lsup,  Lansing, 
Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Lincoln,  Abijah  Manu,  Job 
Mann,  William  Mason,  Uos^a  Mason,  Samson  Mason, 
May,  McKennan, UcLene,  Miller,  Hitligan,  Montgomery, 
Muore,  Morris,  Psge,  Parks,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Potts, 
Beed,  Reoclicr,  Jowpb  Reynolds,  Bussell,  Shinn,  Sick- 


les, BUde,  Smith,  Storer,  Taylor,  J.  ' 
Underwood,  Vandcrpocl,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeki^ 
White,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williun*— 96. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  SPANGLER  (who  Vqted  in  the  mt^oHty)  mated 
to  reconsider  the  vote  respecting  the  motion  made  b^ 
Mr.  BiauK  to  allow  Mr.  Newland  to  appear  before  the 
House  by  counsel,  on  the  aubJECt  of  his  petition  fur  a 
seat  in  ibeplaoc  of  Mr.  Giabam,  of  North  Carolina. 

I'he  motion  to  reconMder  was  received  and  Laid  orer- 
NEW  YORK  TRADES  UINON. 

The  motion  heretorore  made  by  Hr.  Hisnss  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Roftds  and 
Canal*  the  memorial  of  the  New  York  Trades  Union, 
in  reference  to  the  hours  of  labor  required  by  the  wper- 
intendenta  of  the  public  works,  was  taken  up. 

Mr-  HIESTER  said  thai,  in  eipUnation  of  the  vote  be 
intended  to  give  on  the  motion  now  pending, bethought 
it  proper  lo  slate  tbat  he  made  that  motion  at  the  aotU 
citation  ofan  honorable  member  of  the  House,  at  an  act 
of  courtesy  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
MooRi,]  in  order  that  he  might  again  have  the  vote  of 
the  House  on  the  reference  he  desired.  When,  on 
Monday  last,  that  gentleman  presented  the  memorial  in 
quettion,  and  asked  its  reference  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, apprehending  that,  if  il  waa  so  referred,  a  report 
woukl  probably  be  made,  calculated  to  rosier  and  en- 
courage the  agrarian  and  levelling  spirit  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  already  loo  prevalent  in  the  country,  I,  ia 
order  to  arrest  in  it*  incipiency  what  I  believed  lo  be  ttn 
eril,,moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table.  This  motion 
having  failed,  and  the  gentlemm's  mution  also  failing,  I 
voted  for  its  refErence  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canal^  because  I  then  thoufthl  that  the  subject  legiti- 
mately belonged  to  that  committee.  I  still  entertain  the 
ume  opinion.  I  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  there  li 
a  gentleman  on  this  floor  mors  conversant  with  the  pub- 
lic improvements  of  the  country  than  Ihe  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  or  who  understand* 
better  what  is  due  from  the  Government  to  the  laboren 
employed  on  public  works.  And  I  am  sure  there  ia 
none  more  willing  than  he  and  his  associate*  of  the  com- 
mittee to  do  f  hat  is  expedient  and  right  in  i  e  fere  nee  lo 
the  subject-matter  of  the  petition.  Fur  these  considera- 
tions, I  shall  myself  vote  against  (he  reconsidE ratio n. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  lo  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 
Ihe  tablet  which  was  agreed  lo. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  CHAIR 
announced  the  special  order,  being  the  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  fui  the  purpose 
of  considering  the  report  of  the  Commiltee  of  Elections 
on  the  contesteil  election  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  moved  to  amend  Ihe  motion  by  sus- 
pending Ihe  rules  for  the  purpoie  of  proceeding  with 
Ihe  reception  and  disposition  of  petitions^  which  «a* 
agreed  to. 

AFRICAN  COLOflZATIOM. 

The  next  business  in  order,  lying  over  from  Uondsj 
last,  was  the  following: 

Mr.  CxtHc  presented  the  memorial  of  a  public  meet- 
ing of  sundry  citizens  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
held  at  Harnsburg,  praying  Congress  to  make  an  sppro- 
priation  for  the  purpose  of  removing  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  free  negroes  and  manumitted  sTavesj  and  that  if, 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  constitution  should  not 
authorize  the  appropriation,  such  measures  may  betaken 
to  procure  an  amendment  of  that  instrument  a«  may  bs 
calculated  to  ensure  the  objects  of  the  nwoiorialitts. 

Mr.  C-  moved  that  Ihe  memorial  be  referred  to  k  le- 
ket  committee,  and  printed. 
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Bttation  of  the  Dittricl  of  Cobmbia—BamMd  of  ObttnidionM,  Ve. 


[B.  orB. 


Hr.  VA-rnw  nrared  to  Ujr  the  neinariri  on  tbe  table, 
together  witb  tbe  motion  to  print  and  comtnit;  ind  dial 
motion  waa  the  penilinj;  one. 

Hr.  DENNY  aaked  ihe  general  eonMnt  of  the  Houae 
to  move  that  the  whole  aubject  be  poalponed  till  Hon- 
dty  next,  as  hia  colleague  [Mr.  Cusk]  waa  anavoidablj 
»Menti  .which  vai  accordedt  and  Ihe  motion  waa 
■gteed  lo. 

Numeioua  petitioni  end  memoriala  irere  then  pre> 

BECESSION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUUBIA. 

Mr.  BOBERTSON  aiked  the  conaent  of  the  Houie  to 
■uhmit  the  following  reaolution: 

Baaitd,  That  the  Committee  on  tbeDiitriGt  of  Co- 
lumbia be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
Cediag  the  laJd  Diatriel  back  la  the  Stalea  of  Virf[inia 
»ad  MaTjIand,  reapectiTeljri  and  to  report  apecialJy — 

1.  llie  prominent  objeetiona,  if  any,  to  tbe  validity  of 
Moh  eetrion. 

S.  The  adTanlagc*  or  diaadvantagea  likely  to  reault 
from  tbia  meaaure  [if  Bdoplecl)  to  Ihe  nid  Stale),  to 
Ibe  Diilrict  itaelf  and  iu  inbabitania,  or  to  the  United 
Statea. 

3.  The  Fcaerrationt  and  proTUioniibat  ahould  accom- 
{lany  luch  ceaaion,  with  a  view  to  the  permanent  con- 
tinuance ofthe  teat  of  Government  in  the  laid  Diatricti 
the  entire  protection  and  preaerralion  of  Ihe  property  of 
tbe  United  Stalea  therein,  and  Ihe  attainment  ofiuch 
other  abject*  aa  the  committee  may  deem  neceaaaiy  and 
proper,  to  guard  the  rigbta  and  intereita  of  all)  ana  ' 
(be  Mid  coromiltee  have  power  to  aend  for  peraona 
ptpera. 

Objection 'being  made,  Hr.  BoBixTaor  moved  Id 
autpcnd  the  rulei,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  aubmit  bi* 

Mr.  R.  GARLAND  called  for  theyeaa  ind  nsjai  which 
were  ordered. 

Hr.  BOOLDIN  Mid,  u  the  queilion  wai  an  Impoilant 
one,  and  Ihe  Uotiae  «•*  thin,  he  would  move  a  call  of  the 

Tbe  motioa  waa  negatived:  Ayea  40,  noea  66. 

No  quorum  voting,  Mr.  WHITl'LESBr  renewed 
the  motion  for  a  call  of  tiie  Hooaei  whicb  waa  ordered. 

After  proceeding  aome  lime,  on  motion  of  Ur.  VAN- 
DERPOBL,  tbe  furtherproceedingannderthe  call  were 


r  peraona  and 


The  quertion  waa  then  taken  on  tuipendingthe  rulea, 
■nd  decided   in  the  negative:  Yeaa  71,   nifi  114,  aa 

Yua— Ueeara.  Beale,  Beaumont)  Belt,  Bouldin, 
Bunob,  John  Cmlhooo,  Cambrelcng,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Chapman,  ChilJa^  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  CafTee,  Con 
nor,  Corwln,  Craig,  Cranter,  Davia,  Doubteday,  Fair- 
field, Fot«ater,  Phllo  C.  Fuller,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice 
Garland,  Glaaoock,  Gnyun,  Ot^lBn,  Hiland  Hull,  Han- 
negan,  Albert  G.  Harriaon,  Holwy,  Hopkina,  Huntimin, 
HeniT  Johnaon,  John  W.  Jonea,  I^wler,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hann,  Hwtin,  John  Y.  tfaaon, 
Moaoa  Haaon,  Hanry.  HcComaa,  HcKeon,  Hoorr, 
OwMka,  Page,  Parker,  Paiton,  Pickena,  Reneher,  Joaeph 
Be^nolda,  Bipley,  Roane,  Roberlaon,  Rogera,  Ruwell, 
Sbielda,  aiandefer,  Steele,  Taliarerro,  Thomaa,  Turner, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webater,  Lewia  Williami,  Wiac— 71. 

Niia— Henra.  Adami,  Heman  Ailen,  Aah,  Aihley, 
Bknk*,  Barton,  Dearddey,  Bond,  Boon,  Bcrden,  Brii^ga, 
BrowD,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr, 
Caiey,  Q.  Chamber*,  John  Chambera,  Chancy,  Cleve- 
land, Colea,  Cuihing,  Cuahman,  Debcrry,  Denny,  Dick- 
Bon,  Uunlap,  Efner,  Evan*,  Everett,  Farlin,  French, 
Pry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Qalbraith,  Gillet,  Grander,  Gnvei, 
GMHticll,  Haley,  J,  Hall,  Hamer,  Samuel  S.  Harriaon, 
Hawkinn  Hasellinr,  Henderion,  Hoar,  Howard,  How- 


ell, Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingeraoll,  tngbam, 
Jabei  Jickion,  Janei^  Jarvit,  Jenifer,  Joteph  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  jonea,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingenimith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence, 
Oideon  Lee,  Joahu*  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Job  Mann,  William  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Hay, 
HcCarly,  McKennan,  HcKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan, 
Morrill  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutec  J. 
Fearce,  Phillips,  Poll*,  Beed,  John  Beynoids,  Schenck, 
A.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shinu,  Sickles,  Slade,  Slosne,'  Smith, 
Spangler,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Underwood,  Vanderpoei,  Vinton,  Washington, 
Weeks,  Whitlleaey,  Sherrod  WUIi«ni— 114. 
BEMOVAL  OF  OBSTBUCTIONS  AT  HAVRE  DE 
GRACE. 

Mr.  TUBNBB  preiented  the  memorial  of  a  large  and 
respectable  portion  of  the  ollizens  of  Harford  county, 
Maryland,  praying  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made 
for  removing  obatrucliona  at  or  neir.the  head  of  the  bay 
below  the  port  of  Havre  de  Grace,  and  causing  the  cbin- 
nel  to  be  deepened.  Mr.  T.  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
subilanee  of  this  memorial  is  of  such  a  character  that  !t 
speaks  for  ilsclf;  but  I  cannot  forbear  Mying  that  Ihe 
magnitude  and  imparlance  of  it*  object  are  luch  as  re- 
dound to  the  credit  of  the  memorialists.  The  enter- 
prise i«  one  which,  if  carried  iolo  effect;  will  do  mtich 
to  promote  theinlerest,  not  only  of  ihe  citlxen*  of  Havre 
de  Grace  and  it*  vicinity,  but  of  the  citizens  of  the  great 
Slate*  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  by  creating  an 
export  market  immediately  at  the  mouth  of  Ibis  magnifi- 
cent river,  where  all  tbe  great  man  of  produce  that  de- 
scends tbe  Susquehanna  for  hundreds  of  miles  from  the 
interior  ofarichand  fertile  country,  abounding  in  wealth, 
must  concenlrftte,  and  ultimately  make  the  town  (^ 
Havre  de  Grace  what  it  ought  to  have  been  years  ago. 
1  therefore  move  that  Ihe  memorial  be  referred,  without 
reading,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  under  a  full 
assurance  that  they  will  Rive  it  that  due  consideration 
tbat  ita  Importance  demands. 

[The  remainder  of  the  silting  w**  consumed  in  Ihe  re- 
ception of  a  large  number  of  retolutiona  <rf  inquiry,  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment.] 

ToatiuT,  MaiCH  S. 

Hr.  Dixov  H.  Liwu,  a  member  of  the  Houae  of 
Bepre*entati*e*  from  the  State  of  Alabam^,  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Mr.  BUON  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  one  hour, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  standing  committee*  to 

Ur.  HALEY  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by  including 
the  presentation  of  resolutions;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Booa's  motion  wa*  also  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BOON  then  moved  to  auipend  Ihe  rule,  in  order 
toenable  him  to  make  ■  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands)  which  waa  negatived. 

LAUNCHING  FRIGATE  COLUMBIA. 

far.  JARVIS  mid  lh»t  it  had  been  announced  in  the 


ileven  o'clock.    As  many  of  tbe  member*  had  n 

witnessed  the  launch  of  a  ship,  and  particularly  of  k 
vessel  of  war,  and  might  deaire  to  do  so,  he  would  move 
to  suspend  tbe  rule  in  order  to  enable  him  to  submit  * 
mollon,  that  when  the  Houae  adjourn*  to-6ty,  it  would 
adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Tbe  motion  to  auapend  the  rule  waa  agreed  tO)  wben 
Mr.  J.  submitted  the  motion  indicated. 

Mr.  HIB8TER  moved  to  *mend,  by  wbstltuling  one 
for  two  o'clookt  which  wm  negatited. 
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Mr.  HALL,  of  Tcmont,  noKd  to  UMnd  the  nulian, 
bjr  propoiinic  to  adjourn  am  froa  th'H  day  to  Thundif. 

Hr.  HOPKINS  nid  that  it  kd  bem  innoanccd  in  the 
■Mrai^K  ptpen  th*t  (he  ibip  CoianA)*  would  be  Uundt- 
cd  at  the  ntTy  jkr6  to-morrow  tnomint  it  11  o'cloek. 
Tbera  could  tbmi  be  no  nicenty  tbrtlwadaptlon  oftbe 
rMohiOoD  il»eU^  Mtd  (till  I*m  Tor  tbe  ■nendBMnt  propo- 
■ed  by  the  |[entleiBMi  froa  Tcnoonl,  [Hr.  Huk]  On 
lb«  eoatiwr,  thoM  Bcabet*  who  ehoM  to  do  *o  wenid 
Iwvo  kn  opportuaily  of  Mting  the  mucI  iMrndtod,  wiib- 
ont  an  •djaunmunt,  and  migbt  return  to  their  leUo  in 
tbii  HoMc,  without  prejudice  to  the  pubUe  bwneM.  lie 
oouldiKit,  tticrefotCtJuttir^ittohiiBMlfto  rate  for  the 

Eropoation,  and  hoped  tb»i  tbe  qaeUion  Bigbt  be  taken 
7  yew  and  nayt. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  tbe  retalution  and  amend- 
nent  on  tbe  (ablei  which  wai  negatived . 

Mr.  Hux'aamendmentWM  thenap'eedto:  Ayei  118, 
Doet  not  counted. 

Hewn.  CONItORand  CU9EllIANainu1l*neoiuly  call- 
ed for  the  yeai  and  Dajrt  on  the  adoption  or  the  rcaolu- 
tion  u  amended. 

On  a  count  by  the  CHAIR,  there  appeared  98  for  and 
141  oppoacd  to  taking  the  queilion  by  yeaa  and  nayii 
bnt,  before  the  deciiion  wu  announced, 

Mr.  SHEPPBRD  asked  for  tdlera,  and  the  tatne  be- 
ing appointed',  and  a  count  being  hid,  there  appeared 
37  in  hfOT  and  155  againat  taking  the  queilion  by  yeii 
and  nay>(  and  they  were  accordingly  not  ordered. 

The  reaolution  wai  then  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

Hr.  HANNEGAN  BOTcd  a  Hiif>en«on  ofthe  rulei, 
for  the  parpoee  of  offering  the  fbllowing  reiolution, 
whioh  waareid  from  tbe  Clerk'*  table-  Hr.  H.  remark- 
ed that  lie  did  not  expect  many  rolea  in  hror  of  it  from 
Eanttemen  who  were  in  tbe  habit  of  having  their  wni, 
rotticr*,  and  kininien,  educated  at  Weat  Pmnt. 

Bmotatd,  That  the  report  or  the  (elect  comnitlee  ap- 

EDiiilei)  during  Ihe  laM  Congreii  to  InTeitigate  tbe  af- 
in  of  the  Weat  Point  Hiiitary  Academy  be  withdrawn 
from  the  fllei,  and  that  ten  thouaand  copiea  ibereof  be 
printed. 

Mr.  H.  liked  for  the  yeai  and  nayi  on  hia  motion  to 
auipend;  which  the  Houie  refuied  to  order,  and  tlie  mo- 
tion  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Tbe  Houie  tlien  took  up  the  roalion  of  Mr.  SrAreLu 
to  rcconrider  the  vote  whereby  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bmit, 
that  the  petitioner,  David  Nevland,  have  leave  loappear 
•nd  addreaa  the  Houae  by  counael,  wai  rejected. 

Mr.  &PANGLER  called  for  the  yeaa  and  myi  on  hia 
motloni  which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  a.  aaid  it  had  not  been  hi*  intention  to  debate  the 
queilion  of  the  contealed  election  befurc  th*  Houie,  nor 
wai  it  tbeo  his  intention  to  do  »o,  further  than  to  itate, 
in  a  few  wordi,  the  reaMni  which  had  induced  him  to 
mike  the  motionfur  a  recaniideration  oftbe  vote  where- 
by the  House  bad  determined,  on  Silurday  last,  (bat  it 
would  nut  permit  the  petitioner  to  be  beard  by  counsel. 
As  he  had  stated,  when  he  made  (lie  motion  to  rccooaid- 
er,  he  had  voted  with  the  mijoriiy  on  that  occasion. 
He  bad  done  lo  without  baring  given  much  examination 
and  but  tittle  reflection  on  the  lubjecl-  He  had  since 
beoome  satiaRcd  that  be  had  voted  erroneously,  and  he 
wished  to  have  an  opportunily  of  miking  known  to  the 
Houae  and  lo  hii  conlituenti  the  conviction  that  be  Itad 
voted  emneouily  A  that  queition.  He  had  not  (lie 
vanity  to  auppoae  that,  with  (bat  ina(iun,  or  anv  thing  he 
could  say,  he  could  influence  the  opinions  of^any  gen- 
tleman. He  waa  too  humble  and  obscure  an  individual 
to  influence  the  opinion*  of  gentlemen  upon  iliat  or  any 


ispoD  tbe  nropontioa  to  allow  tbe  petitioaer  to  be  be«rd 
by  Dounael,  and  it  had  been  njfitiMA,  a  centlcnan  tram 
North  Carolina  (Hr.  ■nrva]  nut,  mmI  atatetJ  t»  tbe 


.  .  aoitbt  coifecdy,   that  tbe  precadeoti 

showed  that,  in  every  case  like  (he  one  b«fer«  tbe 
House,  where  couneel  had  been  asked,  it  was  alvaya 
grantnl.  He  took  it  for  granted  (hit  that  genllemaa 
WM  oarrecti  and  if  such  be  tbe  Act,  he  wm  unwilling, 
by  any  act  of  hli,  to  reverie  the  decinons  of  the  House 
beretofate  made  in  oaMi  limilar  to  the  oae  then  bedbre 
(hem.  He  saw  no  good  reaaen  for  departmg  b«m  pre> 
cedent*  beretofore  had  on  aimilar  occaiioni.  OtM  rea- 
•OD  why  he  had  obanged  hia  apinicn  wais  (hat  lie  bad 
no  doubt  that  tbe  dcciiioni  heretofore  had  were  made 
from  good  and  sufficient  rcasonsi  and  until  some  reaaoa 
could  be  diown  for  departing  from  those  precedents,  he 
was  unwilling  to  make  the  pending  case  an  exception 
lh>m  all  others.  But  there  was  another  hot  diaeloeed, 
which,  to  bis  mind,  furniahed  additional  reaaons  why  tba 
House  should  adhere  lo  former  pvaclieea,  and  one  of 
which  he  was  not  apprized,  which  wuthit  ihe  petitioar 
er  did  not  belong  lo  (bat  ptofeirion  which  would  place 
him  on  something  near  aa  equality  with  the  sitting  me  V' 
her,  provided  he  could  be  adnitted.  And  it  bad  been 
truly  renwrked,  on  a  former  day,  that  if  the  petidoning 
gentleman  did  notposacM  Ibatqualifleition,  tbe  privilege 
of  being  heard  would  be  uselesa  to  himelf,  ind  useless 
to  his  constituents.  Such  being  the  case,  be  confeased 
that  he  was  disaatiified  with  the  vote  which  bad  beea 
giveHj  he  honeitly  believed  (bathe  had  voted  erroaeoul- 
ly,  and  he  wished  lo  let  hi*  conKituenti  know  that  ba 
WM  di**a(isfied  with  that  vote.  He  would  embnce  the 
present  opportunity  of  listing  to  the  House  ihit  on  ye» 
lerday,  after  be  bad  lubmittcdthe  motion  for  a  reconsid- 
erition,  he  was  requested  by  the  peiitiuner  to  withdraw 
it,  (he  petitioiieT  stating  to  him  tiMt  he  bad  informed  hn 
counsel  (bat  his  services  would  not  loMer  tie  required, 
and  had  dlachargcd  him'.  He  made  (hat  Matement  im 
himeaa  to  the  petitioning  gentleman;  but,  nevertheksa, 
he  could  not  withdraw  hia  motion.  He  had  two  object* 
in  inbrailting  the  motion:  one  waa,  so  far  at  hii  vote  wat 
concerned,  to  extend  to  (he  pe(i('ioning  gentlertwn  (he 
beneBt  of  being  heard  by  counsel;  the  other  was,  as  he 
had  before  B(a[ed,  that  he  believed  (he  vole  rejecting 
counsel  wai  wrong,  and  that  if  a  majority  of  the  House 
would  concur  with  him  (bey  would  reverse  that  decision- 
That  decision  had  been  recorded  on  (be  Journals  by  yeaa 
and  nay*,  and  would  go  to  posterity  as  the  deoiuon  of 
(be  House  on  that  very  important  queitjon.  He  was  on- 
willing,  *o  far  a*  liia  vote  wia  concerned,  that  that  deci- 
HOn  Mould  remain,  and  therefore  he  wished  it  reveraed. 
His  feelings  would  have  induced  him  io  comply  with  the 
request  or  (be  patitioner  in  wiibdrawing  bii  motion  to 
reconsider,  if  he  could  havedone  au'wilh  propriclyi  but, 
IS  it  was,  he  could  not  content  to  do  so.  He  had  not 
risen  far  the  purpose  of  detaining  the  House  with  a 
■peech;  it  was  whit  be  bad  never  yet  dene.  He  bad 
a(a(ed  (be  reasons  why  he  could  not  withdraw  h'w  mot'ion 
to  reconsider.  Ha  wished  an  opportunity  of  ohanging 
his  vote,  and  it  would  bj  for  other  gentlemen  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  vote  of  Saturday   last  wa*  right  ot 

Hr.  GRENN^LL  said  the  vote  given  on  Saturday  U«t 
upon  the  question  wa*  *o  full,  and  apparently  ae  de- 
cinve,  that  he  had  suppoaad  It  would  aland  as  Ihe  delib> 
erite  snd  final  judgment  oftbe  House.  The  pnH>OMtion 
was,  that  the  gentleman  clwrnii^  (he  seat  agMnat  the 
sitting  member  ahould  be  allowed  to  appear  and  addreaa 
the  HouH  by  counsel.  Tbe  vole  bad  been  laken,  not 
without   consideration,  and  after  refercDO*   lo  parlia> 
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n  Mich  occMioni.  Ho  would  be  h*ppy  to  cnible 
Ibe  Kentknwn  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Spitbub,]  for  wboni 
be  entertained  rinoere  reipe«i,  toehitifcehiiroteindto 
raeord  it  ■nevi  but  it  iecmed  lo  him  that  ■  due  regard 
to  the  puhlio  buiineM  rrqaired  them  to  itand  bjr  the  do 
finon  of  the  Hoiue,  onlcn  they  were  urged  by  itrong 
reuoni  to  reverea  it. 

re,  of  k  eonleited  election, 
1  tbii  SoorF  It  hid  been 
«  in  hvor  of  allowing  legri 
aounael  at  the  bar  of  thi*  Houae  in  wch  caMs.  He  muit 
My,  however,  that,  linoe  he  had  the  honor  of  a  Mat  in 
that  Route,  many  «a*ea  of  contested  eUctioni  bad  been 
before  Ihein,  and,  in  mmm  of  thoie  oaaei,  one  or  both 
paniet  were  not  of  that  profenion  which,  it  wai  at^ued, 
gn*  peculiar  ad*in(af;ea,  and  he  had  never  known 
eounael  admiited,  nor  ever  known  the  demand  for  the 
ivilege  made.     The  Houie  had  rot  alon^  without  the 


been  the  policy  of  grBntinir  eounael  at  an  early  period  of 
the  GoTernmenl,  he  would  not  illenipt  to  inquire.  At 
hit  collsaj^e  [Mr.  Raan]  on  a  former  day  had  remarked, 
the  membert  of  (hit  Houie  were  I eai  then  than  at  pretent 
they  are,  and  the  preaa  of  public  buiineie  much  lea<, 
and  the  tedioua  diicuwon*  of  lawyers  here  ooutd  better 
be  endured.  It  had  been  laid  the  petitioner  waa  not  a 
tkember  of  the  legal  prof^eiMn,  and  therefore  ought  'to 
have  the  privilege  of  legal  eauniat— an  intufflcient  reaion 
iit  a  caae  of  that  character.  Whether  a  firmer  or  a 
lawyer,  he  ahould  neither  gahi  nor  tote  by  hi*  oecupa- 

-  In  order  to  magnify  the  Importance  of  the  demanded 
privile^,  or,  at  it  had  been  Mllcd,  the  right  of  oounte), 
the  petitioner  had  been  ipoken  ofaia  genileman  having 
in  charge  the  intercata  of  40,000  freemen,  and  as  claim- 
ing to  he  the  atserter  of  their  conititutional  rlghta  and 
inlereata.  Mr.  G.  uid  he  would  tpeik  of  the  petitioner 
with  reapecti  but  the  plain  itate  of  the  cate  waa  this: 
1  gentleman  [Hr.  OaiBut]  had  been  returned  aa  a  mem- 
ber  duly  elected  by  hit  diairiel;  the  petitioner  ooniealed 
hit  F'ght  <o  the  Kit,  claiming  to  hsve  received  a  greater 
number,  perhapa  a  few  more  thin  half,  of  the  legal  vote* 
given.  But  hit  right  lo  be  recognited  «t  the  repretenla- 
live  of  a  great  conitituency  remained  to  be  prored;  he 
waa  to  be  held  to  prove  Acta  and  thow  legit  and  tuffi- 
•ient  reatont  for  ditplacing  a  member  of  that  Haute. 
Nothing  waa  to  be  attumed  for  him,  but  every  thing  to 
be  proved.  The  petitioner  came  there  cliiming  *  teat, 
beeiote  it  wit  an  honorable  ttalion — a  more  honorable 
one  he  did  not  know.  But  other  intereitt  were  involved, 
and  of  h^her  and  more  important  bearing  than  those 
which  were  merely  pervonll  to  the  parties.  If  the  pe- 
titioner obtained  the  teat,  he  would  be  a  lawmaker,  not 
lor  hit  own  dittrict  alone,  but  for  the  whole  people.  He 
would  be  not  merely  the  representative  of  that  diatrict, 
but,  in  a  aenie,  of  Mr.  Q'a  conatltuentt.  Theae  eon- 
aiderationa  made  the  queationi  arising  in  thit  contest 
matters  of  high  concernment  to  every  member  of  the 
House,  and  imposed  in  obligation  on  all  to  investigate 
ibily  and  decide  deliberately  and  justly.  And,  to  this 
end,  WIS  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  bring  in  tiwyert 
to  the  discussion^  It  waa  taking  a  very  narrow  view,  lo 
auppote  thii  conteat  a  mere  personal  matter  between 
the  petitioner  and  the  sitting  member.  He  took  a  more 
extended  view  of  the  matter,  and  did  not  with  to  see 
Ae  relation  of  client  and  advocate  on  that  floor,  at  in  a 
petty  caae  of  property  before  a  court  and  juryi  nor  to 
taten  diy  after  day  to  the  irgumentaofa  retained  and 
hired  eountellor.  He  withcd  to  hear  no  gentleman 
fltere  who  did  not  owe  fidelity  to  that  conalitution  which 


of  that  Hoaie  had  Msom  to  maintaiii.  Th« 
counsel  of  a  party  otre*  idelily  to  hit  client.  Would  b* 
feel  bound  to  an  equal  and  impartial  dtauaion,  iwfifhr- 
ent  a*  between  the  paMie*  to  the  conteitT 

Blr,  Mid  Hr.  O. ,  would  it  be  fav«i»falo  to  the  vrderfy 
and  decorous  tranaaoMofi  of  the  botifictt  of  the  H*     ~~'~ 
admit  advoeatM  on  the  ftoor  to 
trhh  HieDbcn?    Soenea  nSgbt  e 

diwai^ni  between  i» — *" 

dueed  and  placed  on  a 
or  ditorderly  ohiraeter.  The  rulet  of  th«  Hotim  vera 
made  for  the  fovemment  at>d  guldtttee  of  it*  menber^ 
aitd  ini^ht  not  be  found  inited  to  restrict  mcMhen  of  ths 
bar,  animated  with  an  ardent,  tboogh  boneat,  seal  In 
their  olienl'i  cause.  Without  going  into  a  detail  of  th« 
inoonvenieneet  that  might  entu^  Mr.  Q.  put  it  to  the 
House,  whether  It  would  be  fltting,  not  merely  aa  it  re- 
girded  themtelvet,  but  the  people  whom  they  repre- 
sented, to  permit  suoh  a  relation  as  thit  he  spoke  of  to 
exist.  When  constitutional  qnettiona  were  to  be  de- 
bated there,  they  had  no  interest  lo  bias  them.  And  ttM 
preiumption  wat,  there  were  enongh  todiscuts  and  deeida 
them,  without  the  aid  of  reigned  oountellora.  Let  it  b« 
borne  in  mind,  an  office  ia  in  view,  which,  in  our  con- 
sideration, is  something  more  than  a  fVanchise,  a  prop- 
erty) it  i«  a  high  public  trail,  to  be  exercised  for  the 

!_. .  (,f  ifij  frhole  people. 

>.  said  that  the  F 

settion  of  all  the  factt  in 
tion.  His  poMtion,  then,  was,  that  the  Hoaie,  of  itaelr, 
has  the  ability  lo  understand  and  apply  the  principles  of 
the  constitution  and  the  law,  by  which  it  was  to  b» 
governed.  Another  poaition  was,  Ihat  the  House  had 
motive  enough  to  Judge  and  to  decide  truly  and  justly 
on  the  eleotioni  for  they  owed  obligations  to  theiv  coun- 
try and  their  eonacience.  The  principal  reason  he  had 
heard  urged  for  admitting  couniel  wat,  to  place  the 
parties  on  the  looting  of  equality  before  the  Houie.  Th* 
tilting  member  was  asid  to  be  a  lawyer,  the  petitioner 
not;  and  thit  clrcumstmce  created  a  dlaparity^  a  d'a- 
parity  which  the  House  could  not  recognise,  a  disparity 
unknown  to  the  constitution.  Equality  of  position  waa 
the  ohject  with  genilemen.  Was  it  hence  concluded  that 
the  House  fell  the  necesnty  of  counsel^  If  so,  let  the 
ablest  couniel  be  retained  by  the  House.  It  wat  not 
enough  that  the  petitioner  thought  he  needed  such  aid. 
If  it  is  not  neeetsan  for  im,  said  Hr.  O.,  it  is  not  for  the 
petitioner.  One  of  the  contesting  gentlemen  wat  a  de- 
bater, the  other  wat  not.  But  how  was  squilily  of  po- 
aition on  the  floor  to  be  attainedF  It  isoulcf  not  follow. 
If  both  were  lswyer%  that  they  would  be  on  a  footing  of 
perfect  equslity,  because  one  may  be  «  sound  lawyer 
■nd  an  able  sdvocite,  while  the  other  might  be  but  a 
superficial  wrangler  in  the  courts.  In  auch  a  case, 
there  would  be  manifestly  no  equality  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  the  indlviduali  lo  pretent  their  eonalituliontl 
elaimt.  The  House,  then,  muat  deoide  upon  the  debating 
quslitiei  of  the  parties,  and  allow  the  weaker  the  privi- 
lege of  counsel.  And  the  result  would  be,  you  mutt 
admit  counsel  In  cites  of  this  character  to  any  extent) 
an  evil  not  to  be  loleraled. 

This  point  of  equality  had  been  instiled  on  by  hit 
honorable  colleague,  (llr.  Aoiwt,]  who  had  gone  to 
courtt  of  justice  to  illustrate  lis  importance,  and  had 
supposed  a  ease  of  a  snllor,  aided  by  one  of  the  first 
lawyers  in  the  land,  in  opposition  to  an  humble  individual, 
who  hid  notliing  but  the  Justice  of  hit  cause  to  luatain 
him)  and  Iboiigh  the  court  and  jury  were  cspsble  and 
honeil,  yet  that,  nine  times  in  ten,  the  ciuae  would  be 
decided  in  favor  of  the  min  who  had  the  great  lawyer. 
Hr.  G'l  experience  and  observation  in  courts  had  led 
him  to  a  different  concioaion,  not  that  counsel,  and  able 
counsel,   waa  useless.     But  he  had    wiinessed  alwayr 
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KreU.  concern  and  ure  in  iMrned  judce*  and  bonnt 
juron  to  protect  the  weak  anil  defencelcM  againit  (he 
powerful  and  talented.  And  the  latter  wereoften  known 
to  contend  with  the  rormer  at  ■  dindrantagc,  and  for 
very  ob*tou«  reaaona.  An  upright  and  able  court  will 
■ee  to  it  that  the  poor  and  powerlen  loiei  nothing  of 
Qt«  law  (bat  belongi  to  hit  cue)  and  a  jury  will  take 
care  that  the  iuatice  of  hii  cauw  on  thebctaahallbe 
euibliihed,  tnd  thti,  (oo,  Trom  the  power  of  tjntpath)', 
to  common  and  active  in  (he  human  breaM.  He  had 
cften  aeen  the  poor  and  helpleai  bernre  Judieiol  tribunali 
triumph,  b7  (he  liniple  Juatice  of  hi*  cauac,  igainit  the 
rich  and  powerful,  aided  bjr  great  legal  (alcnti.  Should 
be  be  tola  that  thii  argument  pro* ed  loo  much,  lii:  that 
great  legal  talent*  were  uieleu  in  the  (rial  of  cauaei,  it 
wu  enougli  for  him  to  know  that,  when  (he  facta  of  a 
cate  can  be  fully  and  plainly  diieloaed  before  aiv  upright 
and  tnlightened  (ribuna),  there  ia  no  danger  that  in- 
juitice  will  be  done,  provided  lufficient  (rme  be  allowed 
toil  for  (he  examination  of  (he  legal  principle!  inirol red. 
Ur.  O.  aaid  all  the  facta  concerned  in  (he  caae  of  (he 
•lection  were  before  the  Houmi  about  tliepi  there  could 
b«  no  controreriy.  He  had  aaid  all  that  waa  needful  on 
the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  Houae  in  the  Judgment  it 
may  fbrtn  on  all  cooatitutional  queationa. 

If  counael  were  to  he  brought  before  the  Haute  on 
the  present  occaaion,  it  would  be  difBeult  to  aec  why  it 
should  not  be  done  on  a  (houiand  othcri  that  might  iriie. 
How  could  we  deny  it  to  peraon*  hiring  private  cliima 
before  Congren,  of  great  amount,  and  involving  legal  or 
conititutional  principlei?  It  could  not  with  reason  be 
denied.  It  wn  true,  one  caie  had  occurred  aince  lie 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Houir,  in  which  a  party  ap- 

E»red  at  ila  bar  with  hit  advocate.  It  waa  the  caae  of 
ouilon,  arraigned  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  in  aaiault- 
ing  a  member  for  words  n*ed  in  debate.  But,  then,  eve- 
ry reiaon  exlited  for  the  concrnion.  It  wai,  to  all  in- 
lenti,  a  criminal  proceeding,  and  might  have  led,  on 
conviction,  to  an  infaraou*  punlahment,  to  the  privation 
of  peraonal  liberty  of  the  retpondent.  Bewdea,  the 
Houae  might  be  aaid  to  be  the  oHcnded  parly,  the 
praeecutor  and  the  trier  of  the  cauae.  Counael,  in  auch 
caae,  could  not  be  denied.  It  ii  neediera  to  dwell  for  a 
moment  upon  the  difference  in  character  between  that 
e  and  the  preaeni 


The 


i>  the 


Boor  of  the  Houie.     In  thii  there  would  be  a  fitneai, 

perhip*  a  tort  of  neceiaity.     If  he  felt  ' 

addreia  it,  be  could   preient   hia  view 

printed  form.    He  bad  been  fully  heard  before  thi 


and  that  eommittee  had  made  report  in  hia  favor.  Thi 
Houae,  (hen,  were  lure  to  be  in  ponewon  of  lU  the  facta 
and  of  every  legal  and  const ilutional  principle  apper- 
taining to  hia  caae.  The  committee  would  feel  bound 
to  auatain  tlieir  report,  if  it  wai  well  grounded,  ind  un- 
der all  the  light*  that  wiie  and  able  counael  could  im- 
part. Mr.  0.  would  be  the  lut  member  on  that  floor  to 
withhold  from  the  petitioner  the  imallest  of  his  righlai 
but,  believing  he  had  had  awarded  to  him  every  jual 
privilege,  he  could  go  no  furlUer. 

The  CHAIR  here  Informed  the  Haii*e  that  the  hour 
had  arrived  for  proceeding  to  the  >peci*l  order  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  moved  that  the  rule*  be  lui- 
pended,  for  the  purpoae  of  proceeding  in  the  coniider- 
atlon  of  the  eenteated  election  queationi  which  wii  dis- 
agreed (D. 

SUPFLREB3    BY   FIRE    IN  THE   CITY  OF  NEW 
YORK. 
■.  LAWltENCE  laid  it  wm  now  between  two  and 


three  monttia  alnce  a  bill  had  been  reported  to  that 
Houae  for  (be  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  il  wa*  hoped  by  thf  friend*  of  that  meaa* 
ure  that  it  would  have  been  acted  upon  long  ago.  Th* 
time  bad  now  arrived,  as  he  remarked  the  other  day, 
that  tboae  who  had  suffered  by  that  calamity  should 
know  wh*t  they  had  (o  depend  upon  from  that  Houacj 
and  be  now  roie,  throwing  himself  upon  its  indulgence^ 
in  behalf  of  theae  sufferer*,  asking  the  House  to  sustain 
him  in  the  motion  he  was  about  to  nuke,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  'taking  Up  tblt  bill,  and  making,  he  hoped,  a 
final  dispotition  of  it  that  day.  He  wa*  SHured.  the 
friend*  of  the  bill  had  no  deaire  to  debate  it  further. 
Hr.  L.  then  made  the  motion  indicated,  that  the  rule*  of 
the  Houte  be  auspended,  for  (he  purpoie  of  taking  up 
the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the  aulferera  by  fire  in  the  ci^ 
of  New  York. 

Hr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  l^<lsDd,  was  understood  to  ex- 
pren  a  hope  that  (he  House  would  delay  acting  on  the 
bill  till  aome  further  informstion  bad  been  rurnlihrd. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  would  onlyremirk  ihat  ihe  pub- 
lic interest  wa*  as  deeply  interested  in  this  hill  as  in  the 
special  order,  and  he  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail. 

Mr.  HAKOIN  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays)  which  vera 
ordered  I  and  the  reault  of  tlie  vote  wa*i  Yew  139,  nayi 
67,  as  follows: 

Yais— Messrs.  Adams  Chilton  Allao,  Heraut  Allen, 
Anthony,  Aih,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bank*,  Barton,  Beardt- 
ley,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Brigga, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Cilhoun,  Cambrelen^ 
Carr,  G.  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chapin,  Childs, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Corwin,  Cr«g,  Cramer,  Crane,  Gush- 
ing, Dsvis,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Doubledsy,  Dromgoole, 
Uunlip,  Evins,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Philo 
C.  Puller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Janves  Garland,  Rice  Gar. 
land,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Granger,  Grennell,  Hsley,  H. 
Hall,  Hsmer,  Hard,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Haieltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howard, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntaman,  Inger- 
soll,  Inn^sm,  William  Jackson,  Jabex  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jarvis,  Kichsrd  M.  Johnson,  i;s«e  Johnson,  Henry  John- 
son, Judson,  K^nnon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
rence, Lty,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshu*  f>ee,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Abljah  Uann,  Manning, 
William  Haaon,  Hoses  Mason,  Ssmaon  Hasan,  Hc- 
Ki'nnan,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligsn, 
Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Psge,  Parker,  Patler«jn,  Phelps, 
Philhps,  Potts,  Reed,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Russell, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shinn,  Sickle*,  Blade,  Smith,  Spangler,  Steele,  Elorer, 
Sutberhind,  Taylor,  Jolm  Tbomacn,  Toucey,  Towns, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vsnderpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Washington,  Webaler,  White,  WhittleBcy— 139. 

NiT*— Meisrs.  Beale,  Beaumont,  Buvee,  Boyd, 
Bunch,  Rynum,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter,  Cuey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Cole*,  Connor,  Cuahman,  Darling' 
ton,  Deberry,  Efner,  Fry,  Gslbraith  Graham,  Graves, 
Grayson,  GriHin,  Ilannegan,  Hardin,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
son, Hswes,  Hsskin*,  Hopkini,  J.  Johnson,  J- W.Jonea, 
B.  Jones,  Kinnird,  Klingentmilh,  Lawler,  Li:ke  Lea, 
Lewi*,  Logan,  Lucaa,  Job  Msnn,  Martin,  John  Y.  Ma- 
aon,  Mnury,  Hay,  McCarty,  McComss,  McKsy,  Mc- 
Lene,  Monlgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Owens.  Parks, 
Pation,  F.  Fierce,  DiiteeJ.  Peirce,  Rencher,  JohnRey. 
nalds,  Rnsne,  Robertsor,  Shields,  Stindcfer,  Thomas, 
Underwood,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williami-6r. 

ition  to  suspend  the  rules  wa*  carried  in  the 


n  being  on  its  final 


affiru 

The  bill  wa*  taken  up,  (he  qui 
passage,  and 

Hr.  CRAIG  demanded  the  prevlon*  question. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  a  c^ll  of  the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  aaid  he  had  voted  in  the  aflinnative  for 
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Suffertn  by  Fkt  in  Nan  TDrk. 


the  motion  to  lutpend  tlie  ni1e«,  on  tbe  nndentanding 
that  tha  bill  ihonld  be  delntedi  biK  ir  the  prcviooi  quei- 
liun  should  be  inilitcd  on,  ho  would  move  *  recoinidera- 
lion  of  the  vote  to  suipend  the  mini  whereupon, 

Hr.  CRAIO  withdrew  hii  demand  for , the  pteTieui 
quMtion. 

Mr.  ETERBTT  moTed  to  recommit  the  bill  to  lh« 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with 
the  following'  instructions: 

"Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  cUuw,  and  iiuert 
the  fal lowing: 

"  That  on  accoant  of  the  Ute  detlructive  lire  in  flie 
city  of  New  Toric,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  December 
Ia«t,  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York  is  hereby 
authorised  to  extend  to  all  person*  the  time  of  payment 
of  all  duties  secused  at  that  port,  by  bonds  given  before 
and  falling  due  on  and  after  that  day,  and  to  cancel  such 
bonds,  and  in  case  such  bond*  have  been  paid,  to  reFtind 
the  money  so  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  bia  hands,  upon 
their  giriiig  to  aaid  collector  new  bond*,  with  one  or 
more  aureties,  to  tbe  Mli*bction  of  skid  collector,  for 
the  sums  of  the  rormer  bonds,  payable  with  interest, 
(aher  the  time  of  payment  specified  in  such  former 
bDnds,)*ttber*teof  ihreepercent.  per  annum,  in  equal 
instalnents,  in  one,  two,  and  three  years  from  the  said 
time  of  payment,  or  in  one  year  from  tuch  time  of  pay- 
ment without  interest,  at  their  election)  which  new  bonds 
ahsll  be  proceeded  with,  in  all  respects,  like  other  bonds 
taken  by  collectors  for  duties  due  to  the  ETnited  States, 
and  shall  have  the  tame  force  and  TsUdity." 

Mr.  EVERETT  said,  thoorh  in  &vor  of  granting  relief 
lolhe  nfrerers,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  vote  for  the 
bill  in  itapresent  shape.  He  thought  ilcould  notbe  sus- 
tained on  principle,  sndlhat  the  relief  granted  wai  too 
partial  in  It*  objects,  and  too  limited  in  Its  effects.  He  was 
aware;  from  tbe  large  majority  by  which  it  waa  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  that  it  voold  pas^  unless  ■  substitute 
should  be  brought  forward  which  should  be  acceptable 
to  that  msjority.  Witli  him  it  was  no  longer  an  original 
qneslioni  it  was  no  longer  a  question  of  choice,  but  of 
preference.  The  aubaiitute  offered  was  not  what  he 
would  have  preaenled,  but  had  been  made  under  the 
necessity  ofthe  case.  He  had  gone  sa  far  as  he  could  goto 
render  it  acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  bill,  and  offered 
Itu  an  alternative.  To  themheappeBled,tosay  whether 
it  would  not  be  more  beneficial  and  more  generatly  ae- 
oeptable  to  the  commercial  interest  of  New  York  than 
the  bil1|  and  of  those  opposed  to  any  relief,  he  would 
Mk  whether  it  was  not  less  exceptionable  in  principle? 

Mr.  E.  said.  I  regret  that  I  waa  not  able  to  obtam  the 
floor  before  the  gentleman  fi'om  Rhode  Island.  Sir,  the 
tendency  and  effect  of  his  remark*,  I  fear,  have  been  to 
confirm  the  friends  of  the  bill  in  its  support;  and  to  pre- 
judice the  House  against  the  favorable  reception  of  any 
Empottlion  whatever  for  an  amendment.  They  bad  been 
iligued  into  an  impatience  for  the  question.  I  have, 
however,  some  hope  that  the  amendment,  aa  eominr 
from  one  who  is  in  favor  of  granting  subttsntial  relief 
offered  in  good  faith,  and  for  no  collalersl  purpose,  may 
atill  be  deliberately  considered.  If  the  proposition 
should  be  acceptable  to  the  friends  of  tbe  bill,  they  had 
the  majority — the  power  to  pass  it.  1  desire  no  deUyi 
if  the  motion  prevaila,  the  Houk  can  immediately  go  into 
committee,  report  the  amendment,  and  lake  the  final 
vote  this  day.  For  one,  I  hope  they  will  sit  out  the 
queation.  Whatever  may  be  its  fate,  1  hope  tbe  propo- 
sition will  be  received  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  made. 

An  apology  is  perhaps  due  to  the  House  for  not  offer. 
inglhe  smendment  in  committee,  or  in  the  House  before 
tlie  bill  wu  engrossed.  Afier  offering  one  unsucceaifiil 
amendment,  I  concluded  to  leave  the  bill  to  be  shaped  by 
its  immediate  friends,  trusting  that  amendmenti  from 
diitant  friends  would  be  more  heeded  in  a  time  of  need 
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than  at  that  lime.  Indeed,  Ididnotsuppose  it  possible  that 
the  bill  would  pass  in  its  present  shape.  I  have  found 
myself  mlatakeni  it  liss  passed  by  a  majority  ao  large, 
*^  '  '  ~        derive  some  hope,  from  theabsolule  aeeurity 


offered  as  a  substitute,  tu  be  adopted  entiret 
under  Ibe  motion,  no  amendment  could  be  proposed  in 
committee)  and  when  reported  to  the  House,  good  bith 
requires  that  I  ihould  not- support  any  amendment  thai 
would  render  it  teas  beneficial  to  the  commercial  intereats. 

By  tbe  bill  it  ia  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  collector 
to  extend  the  timeof  payment  on  the  old  bonda,  or  to 
require  new  bonda<  and.  to  ill  wbo  have  auatained  laas  by 
Ihefire  to  the  amount  of  tl,000,  an  extension  of  credit  is 
given  of  three,  four,  snd  five  years,  without  interest,  and 
on  tbe  bonds  of  all  other  debtors  of  aii,  nine,  and  twelve 
months,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

Tbe  aubstitute  propose*  that  new  bonds,  with  sulfi- 
eient  sureties,  shall  be  taken  in  all  cuea.  It  adopts  tha 
principle  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  extend- 
ing relief  (o  all  the  debtor*  of  the  Government  on  duly 
bonds)  it  considers  the  calamity  aa  affecting  severely, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  entire  class  of  importer*  who 


interest  at  three  per  oi 


ir  ofoneyear  without  inter- 


eat. 

The  pecuniary  benefit,  in  addition  lo  the  ci 

of  the  delay,  which  both  bill*  confer  on  the  debtors,  ia 
the  amount  of  inlereal  that  is  saved  lo  tbem  by  the  terms 
of  the  credit.  The  amount  of  bonda  of  debtors  who 
have  had  properly  destroyed  to  [be  value  of  #1,000  may 
be  aaiumedat  -  -  -  tl.OOO.OOO 

Andof another*,  at-  -  -  3,7O0,0(» 


Making,  in  Ibe  whole, 


»3,700.0QO 


Acompanaonoftheeffectsof  the  bill  and  subalitute 
will  give  the  following  result  of  the  benefit  of  a  pecu- 
niary character  to  the  debtori: 
By  the  bill,  the  debtors  of  the  first  class  «ve 

the  interest  at  6  per  cent,  on  {1,000,000, 

equated  at  four  years,        -  .  .    #240,000 

While  all  tha  rest  save  the  interest  at  1  per 

•ent.  on  #3,700,000,  equated  at  nine  months,    30,350 


And 


il  ia  a  loss  to  tbe  Treaaiiry  of  -      260,350 
y  the  substitute,  the  debtors  save  the  in- 
terest at  6  per  cent,  on  #3,700,000  for  one 
year,  .....      222,000 


DiffeKnee, 


#38,250 


Thi*  difference  did  not  enter  into  the  motive  of  offer- 
ing the  amendment,  yet  it  will  not  render  it  the  less  ae> 
oeplable  to  tlioie  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill.  .  OM 
feature  is  common  to  both  the  bill  and  tbe  sub«litate: 
both  place  those  who  have  paid  their  bondsaince  the  fire  _ 
on  the  same  footing. 

One  objection  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  ia,  that  it  iaiQ 
part  founded  on  mere  charitable  considerations.  Tbe 
relief  granted  cannot,  to  its  full  extent,  be  sustained  on 
any  other  principle  than  that  «f  graloiiy.  The  bill  pro. 
vides  that  ihoae  who  have  lost  propertybytbefireto  the 
amount  of  #1,000  ahall  be  entitled  lo  an  extension  of 
payment  of  three,  four,  and  five  years,  without  inlerelt, 
on  all  Iheir  bonds,  whatever  may  be  the  amount.  The  in- 
terest saved  is  equal  to  34  percent,  (compared  with  New 
York  interest  of  28  per  cent.)  The  amount  ofthe  benefit 
received  bears  no  relation  to  the  amount  of  property 
destroyed.  1  regret  that  we  are  not  furnished  with  "t""- 
ment  of  the  bond,  and  of  the  loaaes.      We  should  then 
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mini;  froiD 


H. 


h»Te  been  relieied  hot 
hypolhe'.ical  cues.  Bi 
«nalof[y  between  (lie  [osses  aualmined  »nd  the  pellcrgnnl- 
eU,  whd  muil  belhc  effect  of  Ihls  provision.  In  many  casei 
the  lufierera  ire  not  only  inJemnified  for  their  actual 
loues,  bnt  will  receiTc  large  gratuities  over  and  above 
Die  indemnity.  I  will  illustrate  Ibe  principle,  in  a  cue 
when  the  loss  is  f  1,000  and  bonds  {50, 000.  The34per 
cent,  gained  or.  •-l.ii  sum  ia    ■  -  -      *I2,000 

Det'-jci,  for  tlie  aciuallou,  -  1,000 


[UiBca  8,  1836. 


Gratuity, 


#11.000 


And  the  moment  thi*  bill  pUKi,  you  will  have  put 
Into  IhepocketBof  indiyidualsgntuilieaof  S,  10,15,  and 
perhaps  f  30,000  each.  Instead  of  lufTerers,  they  become 
gainers  by  the  fire. 

The  only  principle  on  which  I  can  suilain  the  bill,  in 
any  shape,  is  thatof  itriet  public  interest.  I  lay  out  of 
the  principle  every  motive  oF  charily.  II,  however,  is 
no  objection  that  the  course  which  interest  dictates 
should  produce  benevolent  results.  We  stand  in  the 
relation  of  acredilor,  and,  if  youplease,  of  a  hard-hearted 
creditor;  seeking  solely  our  own  interests.  We  lisve 
revenue  due,  and  revenue  accruing!  and  both  are  put  at 
hazard  by  the  calsmily  tliat  has  befallen  tlie  city  of  New 
York.     Our  object  ia  to  secure  bolh,  vith  the  least  loss 

One  object  is  to  secure  tbe  payment  of  the  duties  that 
have  already  accrued.  Tbe  bill  leaves  it  to  the  diacre- 
tion  of  the  collector  to  demand  further  security,  or  to 
extend  the  payment  on  the  old  bunds — the  substitute 
requires  new  bands  in  all  case*,  and  thus  guarda  againit 
the  ioia  that  may  arise  from  the  inadvertence  or  neglect 
<if  the  collector.  The  conaiderationof  additional  security 
does  not  apply  to  all  the  provisions  of  either  the  bill  or 
the  lubsiiiule.  The  extension  of  credit  to  debtors, 
and  X  new  credit  to  those  who  hsve  paid  their  bonds, 
are  dirtcled  to  be  given:  the  real  cbaracler  of  both  is  a 
loan.  The  principleof  obtaining  better  security  applies 
only  to  doubtful  debts.  1  do  not  consider  the  substitute 
as  deriving  much  aid  from  this  principle,  or  from  a  ref- 
erence to  the  situation  of  particular  debtors,  but  that  it 
can  only  be  supported  by  conaiderationaof  a  more  general 

The  calamity  of  tbe  ISlh  of  December  afTected  all  thi 
debtors  of  the  Government.  Such  are  the  varied  iiiti 
male  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  a  commercia 
eily,  nogreatcalamitycanfall  onaiarge  classof  mentha 
does  not  severely  affect  the  whole.  The  sudden  destruc- 
tion of  a  large  amount  of  active  capital  would  createagen- 
eral  pressure  on  the  entire  commerce,  particularly  distres- 
sing to  those  who  are  debtors,  and  alioonlbose  who  Bland 
in  the  double  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor.  All  mer- 
ehanlE  in  active  busineas  must  feel  the  pressure,  and 
none  more  than  the  importers  who  are  debtors  to  the 
Government.  No  line  ofdistinction  can  be  drawn.  The 
tire  may  make  the  immediate  sufTerer  a  bankrupt, 
bankruptcy  maydrawafteritthat  ofhis  creditor.  T 
out  the  connexion,  and  tlien  attempt  to  draw  the  lini 
tween  those  debtors  of  the  Government  wlio  have  suf- 
fered and  those  who  have  not.  An  immense  capital 
ha*  been  suddenly  withdrawn;  all  the  debtors  of  the 
Government  feel  the  pressure;  and  the  relief,  to  be  effec- 
tual aliould  be  as  general  as  iheeffect  of  Ibe  calamity,  u. 
faraait  may  affect  the  future  revenue  of  the  Government, 
through  the  embarrassment  of  Jlt  debtors — and  that  the 
substitute  proposes  to  do,  by  extending  to  all  the  same 
measure  of  delay  i  and  this,  for  Iheaole  purpose  to  enable 
all  to  continue  their  uaual  extent  of  importations.  In 
order  to  insure  a  future  aupply  of  revenue,  in  the  char- 
acter of  an  extension  of  credit  and  of  loans,  the  capital 
destroyed  is  temporarily  replaced. 


On  what  terms  this  capital  ahould  be  replaced,  is  * 
mere  question  of  public  interest.  In  view  of  the  future 
revenue,  we  may  be  considered  as  standing  in  the  relation 
of  a  landlord  to  hii  tenants  who  have  been  visited  by 
•  calamity,  which  directly  orindireclly  cairsea  general 
embarrassment,  by  which  the  rent  due  and  aeeniing  b 
put  at  hazard.  We  are  then  called  upon  by  the  motlrc 
of  interest,  and  by  interest  alone,  to  give  such  relief 
u  will  enable  them,  not  only  to  pay  what  is  due,  but  to 
cany  on  their  forms  and  pay  the  rent  for  the  year  to 
come.  We  have  the  means— we  are  under  no  necessity 
of  callingthe  money  immediately  out  of  the  hands  of  our 
debtors.  On  what  terma,  then,  shall  the  relief  be  graul- 
ed^  What  will  best  aeeura  the  great  object  in  view, 
thefulure  revenue  of  the  Governmenli  This  is  the  issue 
between  the  bill  and  the  substitute. 

The  bill  divides  the  debtors  of  the  Government  into 
two  classesi  those  who  have  suffered  a  loss  of  properly 
by  the  Ere,  whether  insured  or  not,  to  the  antount  M 
■  1,000,  and  those  who  have  not  lost  any  thing,  or  not  t« 
that  amount.  To  the  first  class,  constituting  in  amount 
only  one.fourlh  of  the  debtors,  a  pecuniary  benefit  of 
$240,000i  while  to  the  other  class,  constituting  Ihree- 
fourthsin  amount,  it  only  gives  tl9,500.  Tbe  ocommo- 
dalion  to  the  first  as  a  convenience  of  time,  three,  four, 
and  five  years,  is  given;to  tbeothers,  onlysii,  nine,  and 
twelve  months.  The  bill  establiahei  a  criterion  by 
which  it  determines  who  ahall  be  deemed  sufferers;  but 
preserves  no  analogy  between  that  criterion  and  the 
relief  it  grants.  The  substitute  distributes  among  all  the 
debtors  a  pecuniary  benefitof  ^323,000.  The  iccom- 
modaiion  of  lime  given  by  the  bill  to  the  first  ctaaa 
is  tliree,  four,  and  five  years,  where  only  six,  nine, 
and  twelve  months  is  given  to  tbe  second.  The  bill 
establishes  an  arbitrary  criterion,  by  which  it  determines 
who  shall  be  deemed  sufTerers — and  with  equal  absurdity 
preserves  no  analogy  between  that  criterion  and  the  re- 
lief granted.  It  determines  thit  all  who  have  lost  prop- 
erty by  the  fire,  whether  insured  or  not,  to  the  amount 
of  (1,000,  shall  be  entitled  as  Bufferen~io  whatf  To  a 
credit  of  three,  four,  and  five  yeani,  without  interest. 
Fur  the  Inss  of  ;i,000,  a  gift  is  made  equal  to  24  per 
cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  bonds,  whatever  may  be 
their  amountj  while  on  all  cases  of  loss  under  that  sum, 
only  Ihree-fDurlhs  of  one  per  cent,  i)  allowed.  The 
substitute  proposes  no  criterion,  for  the  obvious  reason, 
that  no  satisfactory  criterion  can  be  establiihed.  It 
proposes  to  give  a  general  and  equal  measure  of  relief 
to  all,  more  moderate  in  extent,  but  more  generally 
beneficial.  To  the  relief  as  proposed,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  loans,  I  think  no  constitutional  objection  can  be 
madei  and,  I  repeat,  the  terms  raual  depend  on  our  vlewa 
of  public  interest. 

The  substitute  is  not  what  I  should  have  originally 
proposed,  but  such  as  I  prefer  to  the  bill  as  engrossed, 
and  which  I  foresee  will  pass,  unless  that  or  some  other 
substitute  shall  be  acceptable  to  the  majority.  They 
have  the  power  to  pass  either.  The  friends  of  the  bill 
are  certain  of  their  majority.  The  opponents  of  the  bill, 
generally,  would  not  vote  for  tiie  substitute  as  an  origi- 
nal proposition  1  but  I  would  ask  them  to  conaider  whieh 
of  the  two  is  to  be  preferred;  and  how  they  can,  with- 
out inconsistency,  vote  to  adopt  the  substitute,  and  yet 
vote  against  tbe  ultimate  passage  of  the  bill;  tliey  may 
select  between  two  propositions,  and  yet  vote  against 
either. 

There  is  one  other  view  in  which  I  whh  to  present  this 
subject  to  the  friends  of  the  bill— tollie  friend*  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  fire.  I  will  submit  to  them  the  consider, 
ation,  whether  the  passsge  of  the  bill,  in  its  present 
shape,  will  not  prejudice,  whether  it  may  notdefeal,  the 
passage  of  a  future  bill  for  the  remisiion  of  the  duties 
secured  on  goods  that  were  destroyed  by  llie  tire.      In 
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dulToyed  by  Gre,  I  TOted  in  the  aegt,i\ 
diieusiion  c«ne  on.  I  l>ire  re-exiinineJ  Ihc  principles  of 
that  cue.  I  km  salislied  that  my  vote  wu  wran;. 
The  reuons  wliich  induced  that  vote  liad  pawed  my 
mind;  but  ih e  p rinc i pal  one  hH been  recalled  by  an  ireu- 
ment  on  Ihii  bill.  Il  vas  then,  u  now,  admitted,  that 
dutiel  on  importa  vcre  intended  ai  a  tax  on  tlie  consu- 
mcFj  tliat  if  destroyed  at  aea,  at  tlie  wharf,  or  while  in 
the  cualodv  of  (he  ofRceri  of  the  Government,  in  con- 
formily  with  the  general  principle,  no  dutiei  could  be 
claimed.  They  did  not  go  into  the  consumption  of  the 
country)  other  gooJa  must  be  imported  to  aupp^  tlieir 
place,  ua  which  duties  wouU  accruei  and  the  Govern- 
ment lost  nulliing;.  Yet  it  was  laid,  when  the  owner 
took  the  goods  into  his  own  cuitody,  they  were  at  his 
own  riak,  and  the  Government  oughl  not  to  be  placed 
in  (he  light  of  an  insurer,  it  was  laid  that  the  owner 
mi^lit  iuture,  and  that  to  him  the  loss  waa  the  conae- 
quence  of  bis  own  ncKiecIt  and  it  was  asked,  by  way 
of  illustration,  whether,  if  indemnified  by  insurance,  he 
tboutd  pocket  the  duties.  The  argument  denies  tlie 
principle  that  duties  are  a  tax  on  the  cunaumeri  the 
illu^rationtakeiilfargranledtliatllie  insurer  has  norights 
— tlial  the  remiision  could  in  no  eient  enure  to  his  bene- 
fit. But  aa  to  this  question,  the  inurer  sUnda  in  the 
place  of  the  insured.  Take  the  ca$e  of  an  insurance  of 
Si,000  on  tlie  value  of  thegoodi,  and  $1,000  to  cover 
the  dullest  or,  what  is  the  aamc  thing,  orf5,000  on  the 
vklueof  goods,  including  the  duties.  The  goods  are 
destroyei^  and  before  the  insurer  ia  called  on,  the  duties 
are  remilted.  Tbe  inaurance  ia  i  mere  contract  ufin- 
demnitji  and  the  valueinaured,  less  the  amount  of  duties, 
only  could  be  recovered.  Nor  is  the  case  changed  in 
principte  by  the  point  of  lime  when  llie  dutits  are  re- 
mitted; if  the  whole  amount  of  the  inaurance  were  paid 
before  the  duties  were  remitted,  the  money,  when  re- 
mitted, would  belong  to  the  insurer.  This  principle  is 
bmiliar  in  the  case  of  indemnity  for  foreign  spoliations. 
The  Government  is  tiot,  tlien,  called  on  to  stand  as  an 
Insurer;  the  only  question  is,  whether  the  goods  have  gone 
into  consurnplion.  The  principle  is  generali  but  the 
danger  of  Iraud  requirea  it  to  be  restricted  to  goodi 
destroyed  in  (Kc  original  package.  Being  thus  in  favor 
of  theremiMion  of  the  duties,  1  am  unwilling  to  vote  for 
■  bill  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  and  ought  to  defeat 
thai  claim;  and  why!  This  billia  lolicited  by  those  who 
may  hereaTier  claim  the  remissiont  it  grants  to  them  a 
pecuniary  benefit  of  twenty-four  per  cent,  on  all  their 
bonds.  When  they  shall  hereafter  ask  that  a  part  of  those 
bonds  shall  be  cincelted,  the  inquiry  will  be  necessary 
whether  they  have  not  already  received  sufficient,  over 
and  above  all  losses,  to  meet  theirclaimiand  this  will  in- 
volve 111  account  of  their  actual  losses;  an  account  which 
I  cannot  think  the  Government  at  any  time,  and  especi- 
ally at  a  future  time,  will  undertake  to  lake.  Suppose 
theamounlaf  Ibeboadstubet^OiOOOionthislhelwenty- 
fourpercent.  grantudhythishillis  -  -  f  13,000 
And  the  amount  of  actual  luss  by  fire,  and 
tliat,  loo,  of  goods  ill  the  original  package, 
to  be  -  ...  -  -        2,000 

The  net!  gain  conferred  by  this  bill  il   -        -    $10,000 

The  importer  asks  to  have  this  bond  oF  (1,000  can- 
celled, on  the  ground  that  It  was  given  fur  the  dulies  on 
the  goods  destroyed.  IF  this  be  dune,  you  add  the 
■mount  to  his  former  gain,  ^1,000.  If  this  bill  paaaea,  I 
lliink  it  will  be  tbe  only  relief  (be  sufferers  will  ever 
obtain.    If  tliey,  however,  are  content,  |  have  no  reason 


tocomplain.  The  fViendsof  thebill.  withall  thoKcon- 
lequences  before  them,  mustu^e  the  responsibility  ^ 
passing  the  bill  or  (he  subsdtule. 

Mr.  RARDIN  opposed  the  instructions.  They  were, 
in  his  opinion,  far  mora  objcclionablethan  the  original 
bill,  proposing,  as  (hey  did,  loextend  the  credit  twelve 
months,  without  sny  Interest;  andfor  one,  two,  and  three 
years,  at  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.  He  wasat  a  low 
to  perceive  why  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  should 
liave  opposed  the  original  bill;  for  his  amendment  wu 
ten  times  more  favorable  to  those  interested  than  the  bill 
itself.  Hr.  H.  should  vote  to  recommit  the  bill,  but 
without  these  instructions- 
Mr.  DOULDIN  remarked,  he  would  not  say  any  thing 
upon  this  subject,  if  it  were  not  that  be  had  voted  to 
Ukcupthe  bill  a  short  time  ago.  This,  he  aaid,  might  be 
misunderitood  by  the  friends  of  the  bill  and  his  conatitu- 
ems  to  be  an  intlmarton  that  he  would  vote  for  the  bill 
on  its  passage.  He  said  he  would  not  vote  for  it  in  it* 
present  shape,  or  as  it  waa  proposed  to  be  amended,  or 
in  any  shape  that  he  had  any  hope  it  wouldbe  amended. 
He  merely  thought  il  waa  time  the  question  was  settled. 
He  would  vote  tor  it,  if  so  amended  as  to  provide,  ^r»t, 
for  such  cases  as  those  in  which  the  United  Slates  were 
about  to  lose  a  debt,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  ressan  of  the 
fire.  This  was  what  any  prudent  creditor  would  do.  If 
there  were  any  goods  imported,  liable  to  drawback,  he 
was  willing  to  give  up  the  duty  on  those  goods  if  they 
were  burnt.  He  said  he  was  an  inland  man,  and  not 
well  acquunted  with  commerce;  but  had  understood 
that  goods  brought  into  this  country,  and  intended  to  be 
exported,  although  the  duty  was  charged  on  their  being 
brought  into  (he  country,  yetit  was  given  up  if  the  goods 
were  exported.  Were  there  any  goods  iu  this  condition 
he  would  give  up  the  duty,  hut  b^  would  go  no  farther. 
The  right  to  duty  liable  to  drawback  was  one  not 
perfect.  The  bargain  was  conditional,  and  the  fire  put 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  merchant  to  perform  his  part, 
if  be  wished  to  export  (he  goods.  The  Government  had 
to  take  (he  cliances  against  it,  and  waa  entitled  to  the 
chances  in  its  favor.     They  stood  on  the   same    ground 


of  other  credi(or 


They 


the  inlerference  of  this  House.     Th"e  r  _  , 

to  be  loaned  oiil  or  given  away  was  money  oflhe  people 
of  theUnitedStates,  and  not  of  this  House.  This  House 
had  no  right  to  give  it  away  upon  objects  of  charity, 
whether  their  debtors  or  not.  V/c  had  nothing  to  do, 
Mr.  B.  said,  with  the  money  oflhe  people,  except  to  lay 
it  out  for  their  benefit  under  the  law  and  constitution. 
We  had  no  right  to  lay  it  out  in  a  charitable  way.  He 
could  see  no  distinction  between  this  and  u\y  case  of 
private  misfortune.  Whether  one  or  a  thousand  suffered 
by  accident  or  providential  occurrence,  or  otherwise, 
made  no  difference;  only  this,  if  one  single  individual 
suffered,  he  felt  solitary  and  lonely  in  his  misfortunes. 
If  many  suffered  together,  there  was  something  like 
sympathy  (o  console  them.  He  did  not  mean  (hat  the 
people  of  New  York  bad  not  the  sympathy  of  this  House. 
Tliey  had  Ihesympathy  of  this  House  and  of  the  country, 
and  hewasconaciouB  they  had  his.  But  we  had  no  right 
to  gratify  our  charitable  and  sympathetic  feelings  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.  He  said  he  hod  admired  the 
exposition  given  by  Chancellor  Wytlie,  of  Virginia,  of 
this  text,  so  much  admired,  and  often  quoted:  "  Cliarity 
begins  at  home i "  that  is,  said  Mr.  Wythe,  we  are  to 
be  charitable  with  ourown  money,  and  let  olherpeople's 
alone.  A  guardian  had  spent  his  ward's  money,  and 
hia  counsel  replied  that  he  was  a  generous,  hospitable, 
and  eharitable  man.  He  said  we  had  no  right  to  be 
clisritable  with  the  public  money;  but  if  we  had,  we 
ought  to  be  equally  to  to  all.  We  had  no  more  right  to 
give  money  or  inilulgence  to  the  debtors  of  the   United 
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StsUi  Ih&n  to  otheri.  Where,  he  Mk«d,  >>  the  differ- 
ence between  the  niafortunc  of  the  suHercra  by  fire  in 
Kew  York,  and  tbenifTeren  by  frost  in  the  South?  Thou. 
Mndi  loat  their  empa  t>f  tobacco  and  cotton  kit  fall;  and 
why  not  reheve  (bent?  We  bid,  he  Mid,  no  right  or 
pover  to  relieve  either.  Tet  all  hare  the  lympaihy  of 
the  benevolent  and  kind)  and  many  have  ihown,  and 
many  will  «haw,  their  lympkthy  and  kindneu,  in  the  way 
least  uf  all  liable  to  mjiundentandin^  or  reproach — by 
givinf;  Iheir  own  money  to  the  iulTcren. 

Mr.  PARKS  wished  (o  inquire  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meani  if  it  was  the  intention  ofthat  commitlee 
to  bring  forward  any  other  propoiition  on  Ihii  aubject? 

Hr.  CAMBKELENG  replied  that  hil  own  impreuion 
had  been,  from  (he  beginmng,  that  the  duties  upoD  the 
merctundiBe  destroyed  by  the  fire  inNewTork,  m  cases 
of  failure  of  the  insurance  companies,  should  have  been 
remitted.  From  his  own  eipericnce,  howeTer,  and 
lookingback  to  a  period  of  thirty  or  forty  years,  he  be- 
came eonvincedthat  no  other  bill  would  meet  the  ap- 
probation  of  that  House  or  the  other,  and  be  therefore 
believed  this  would  be  the  only  one. 

He.  PARKS  considered  it  due  to  the  House  that  th'ui 
fact  should  be  known;  for  rumor  had  stated  that  some 
olhermeasurewsitabebrDugbtforward;  and  if  this  report 
were  eorreet,  it  was  not  Irealinf  the  House  fairly.  He 
hoped  this  bill  never  would  have  the  sanction  of  that 
Bouse  until  it  was  underatood  to  be  a  final  metMre. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  should  vote  to  recommit  the 
bill,  so  that  it  might  be  amended  in  auch  a  form  as 
would  be  acceptable  to  biiti,  for  he  was  willing  to  ex- 
lend  such  relief  ai  he  thought  was  merited.  Hr.  U. 
read  a  proviiion  he  ahould,  in  (bat  case,  propose. 

Mr.  JUOSON  addressed  the  Chair  substantially  as 
follows; 

Ur.  Speaker:  The  bill  on  your  fable  gurpnrtsta  relieve 
the  debtors  of  the  Government,  who  sufTered  by  the 
unexampled  conflagration  at  New  York  in  December 
last.  At  Ihi*  late  stage  of  the  debate,  it  will  not  be  my 
business  to  detain  the  House  by  adding  to  the  arguments 
already  addressed  to  its  consideration.  My  only  object 
now  is  a  reply  to  some  uf  Ihe  objections  raised  by  an 
honorable  member  from  Rhode  Island. 

The  other  day,  when  (his  subject  was  under  dis- 
cussion, I  listened  with  much  pleasure  to  (he  argument 
of  that  honorable  member,  addreaed  touswilhsomucti 
Ingenuity  and  force.  He  brought  into  the  discuaiion 
the  result  of  considerable  industry  and  ability)  and  yet, 
sir,  it  is  impntiible  for  my  mind  to  subscribe  to  certain 
portionl  of  that  argument.  While  1  would  most  cor- 
dially unite  with  him  in  (be  eulogium  pronounced  upon 
theaeTiculturistsoftbecountr^ildoaisoconcurmaitfully 
that  the  class  of  uur  fellow-cilisens  thus  allnded  to 
are  highly  meritorious,  and  that  their  interest  should 
always  be  regarded  as  important. 

The  honorable  member  baa  told  us  that  be  will  not 
ny  any  tblngagsinit  individual  merchants)  but.as  a  body, 
I  did  undenisnd  him  toallege  that  the  merchants  living 
in  New  York  were  not  entitled  lo  relieF,  because  Arthur 
Tappan  resided  in  that  cily.  Now,  let  me  ask,  is  (hat  a 
valid  objection,  or, a  lefQtimate  argument,  against  the 
relief  proposed  to  the  suflering  community  by  (bis  bill? 
Let  it  be  tested.  Suppose  a  member  should  rise  in  his 
place,  and  urgeasan  objection  that  (lie  ci(y  of  New  York 
was  visited  by  the  yellow  fever  or  small  pox,  would  that 
be  a  good  reason  against  our  legislation^  Should  a  por- 
tion of  (he  Government  debtors,  being  in  New  Orleans, 
be  visited  by  a  calamity  like  the  present,  and  relief  be 
proposed,  would  this  House  be  influenced  by  the  fact 
that  any  wasting  disease,  with  its  pestilen(ial  influence, 
had  swept  over  (hat  cityF  And  would  that  conBti(u(e 
■n  argument  against  Ihoir  relief?  As  much  aa  I  detest 
Arthur  Tappan  or  bii  hypocritical  cant,  I  would  not  rote 


■gminst  this  bill  beeaose  he  bu  seen  fit  tit  locate  hiai- 
self  in  that  cit^. 

Another  objection  urged  by  the  bonormble  member 
from  Kbode  IsUnd  ia  the  tae(  (hat  the  member*  of  the 
Hartford  convention  assembled  at  the  hooie  ofaaer- 
chant  in  Boston  the  nighl  before  their  departure.  Thi* 
Is  a  charge  now  brought  against  the  mercaodle  commiini(v 
ss  a  body.  It  does  appear  (o  me  thai  this  objection  U  ad- 
dressed to  our  prejut^cet,  and  not  our  judgment.  1  do 
not  agree  In  this  course  of  debate.  It  does  great  injustice 
to  the  mercantile  community.  Whoever  may  be  entitled 
to  the  honor  or  odium  of  thataasambly,  it  certain);  doe* 
not  belong  to  the  merchants  as  a  body.  If  you  tnwe  it 
(0  its  true  origin,  it  will  probably  be  found  to  rest  with 
lhestateimenorparti*aiMA;'that  day,  whose  object  per- 
haps was  to  overturn  a  particular  administration,  end  get 
into  power  themselves.  If  this  were  (heir  principal  ob- 
jec(,  as  many  believe,  even  this  is  by  no  means  cbai^cable 
to  merchants.  Id  looking  over  Ihe  names  of  Ihe  membcie, 
I  am  not  able  (o  recognise  more  than  two  merchants. 
To  say,  than,  that  this  bill  ^all  not  become  a  law  be- 
eauM  two  or  three  merchants  were  members  of  the  Hart- 
ford convention,  is  great  injustice  to  them  as  a  com- 
munity. It  would  be  much  such  justice  aswas  ad- 
ministered in  a  State  adjoining  (he  one  represented  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  whose  argumenta  have  called 
forth  these  remarks.  There  an  eminent  judge  wu  thrust 
out  of  office  because  he  attended  the  Hartford  convention, 
and  anotherwaaappointed  who  actually  voted  for  the  bill 
calling  Ihe  convention,  and,  as  I  believe,  one  who  by  bis 
vote  sent  his  predecessor  to  that  body.  According  to 
my  estimation,  arguments  like  these  should  not  influence 
us  in  (he  discharge  of  our  du(y.  They  have  a  tendency 
10  create  a  Jealousy  and  distrust  belween  the  three 
great  branches  of  national  wealth  and  national  prosperity. 
Cummerce,Bgrieulture,  and  manufaetures,  are  these  great 
national  resources.  They  have  equal  interests,  and 
should  have  equal  support  from  the  Qoremment.  Con»> 
merce  la  (he  channel  through  which  pass  all  our  agti- 
cultural  products,  and  our  menu  fa  c  lured  goods,  to  (heir 
final  des(ina(ion,  and  through  ibat  same  channel  also  are 
returned  to  the  agriculturists  and  manubcturer  theavaib 
uf  honest  industry.  There  is,  then,  a  mutual  Interest  be- 
tween (heaa  highly  respectable  classes,  and  no  discussion 
here  should  tend  to  separate  those  interests.  Pa**  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  you  will  enable  those  who 
have  sufl^ered  by  this  calamity  toga  on  with  (heir  business. 
You  will  enable  (hem  to  discharge  the  debts  (hey  owe 
(be  Government,  and  alao  enable  themto  pay  the  farmer*, 
oianufacturerB,  and  mechanics,  what  is  due  (bem. 

When  it  shall  become  the  settled  policy  to  break 
down  either  one  of  these  great  interests,  you  will  inflicts 
wound  upon  the  other  branches,  which  will  be  injurions 
to  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  warmly  and  at  length  wppmled 
(he  hilt.  The  country  generally,  he  was  aasiired,  wa« 
In  favor  of  it.  The  very  fact  of  the  large  cilies  coming 
forward  only  with  resolutions  instead  ot  money,  wa*  a 
proof  that  they  expected  their  representatives  to  aet 
upon  the  luhject;  ^r  they  bad  aen(  (hose  resolutions  to 
them.  Hr.  S.  alao  replied  to  tlie  arguments  of  Mr. 
PxiBca,  and  entered  ln[o  a  succinct  defence  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  PEASCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  replied  (o  Messrs. 
Jddsct  and  BuTsaBLm,  and  those  g^ndemen  briefly 

Mr.  CHAHBBRS  again  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: I  had  hoped  (he  said)  that  tbe  friends  of  this  bill 
would  hare  consented  to  modify  It  so  as  (o  pve  ittke 
effect  finally  to  dispose  of  the  subject.  I  have  given  it  all 
(he  consideration  of  which  I  am  capable,  and  have  come 
to  the  concluNon  that,  so  far  as  the  persons  propoacd  (o 
be  reliercd  were  importen  and  owners  of  meiebaitdiie 
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wbieh  WM  coiuuined  by  tbc  ftra  m  the  city  of  New  York, 
thedulieiought  tobe  Tenilted.  Tbisclaasof  cueipre- 
MDti  proper  ground  for  lelieft  tbey  are  clearlj'  caaei  nf 
ftilure  or  the  conuder&tioD  upon  which  the  obligitioni 
to  pay  the  dutiei  verafouoded.  The  coniidenktinn  wu 
the  perminion  giTen  lo  vend  the  goods  within  the  terri- 
tory of  lbs  United  St*teS(  of  thi«  permisiion  the  import- 
er! have  not  availed  tbcmielvei,  and  the  destruction  ol 
tbeir  merchand1*e  by  the  fire  hai  rendered  it  inipouiblot 
they  ought,  therefore,  to  be  releaied  from  their  obliga- 
lioni  lo  pay  the  duliea.  To  that  extent,  the  policy  adopt- 
ed by  thu  Government,  of  allowing  a  drawback  of  the 
dutiei  upon  goods  re-exported,  wnctioni  the  principle, 
•nd  I  am  willing  to  apply  it.  And  to  that  U  ii  Co  come 
at  bat)  for,  notwithstanding  the  pertinacity  with  which 
thif  bill  ia  ur^ed  in  ill  preient  ibipe,  its  advocateaavow 
their  opinion!,  ibit,  in  the  casei  I  have  deaignated,  the 
debt!  ought  not  to  be  claimed  by  the  Government.  Why 
not,  then,  releaae  tbem  now,  lod  have  done  with  the  lub- 
jeet '  The proponion  which  ourbtto  be releaied,  under 
the  principle  which  I  bave  ataled,  can  be  aicertuned  at 
preacnt  with  more  accuracy  than  at  a  future  dayi  in  fact, 
every  day'*  delay  will  increaae  the  difficulty.  But  it  is 
••id  that  the  apeedy  adoption  ofthii  measure  ia  the  only 
meant  of  avoiding exlenaive  ruin  inthecity  of  New  York; 
utd  the  same  thing  has  been  urged  as  often  as  this  bill 
baa  been  under  oonaideration.  There  is  not  time,  lay 
gentlemen,  to  make  the  inquiries  necessary  to  enable  ui 
to  discriminate  between  the  cases  entitled  to  be  relieved, 
nitd  those  which  are  not  entitled  to  be  so  relieved)  and 
but  for  an  intimation  from  Ibe  gentleman  from  Haasa- 
«buietli,[Mr.  PBiLLirs,}tbat  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  aulhoriied  asuapension  of  coercive  measures  for 
tiie  collection  of  these  bonds,  we  ibould  have  been  left 
to  the  impression  that  the  debtors  were  to  be  held  to  the 
nimoat  atrictness  in  their  payments.  The  friends  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  not  done  bim  justice  in 
keeping  out  of  view  what  be  has  actually  done  in  this 
matter*  it  ought  to  have  been  staled  that  he  had  actually 
dirceted  a  auipcnaion  of  coercive  measures  for  the  collec- 
tion of  these  debta  until  the  result  of  Ihe  application  to 
Congresi  should  be  ascertained.  Such,  I  am  well  aasu- 
Kd,  IS  the  faetiind,  air,  the  actdoeshim  honor;  it  was 
tbe  benevolent  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  for  which 
every  just  man  ought,  and  every  generous  man  will, 
nwMd  nim  hiaunlimited^probation.  Why,  then,  I  ask 
•gain,  Mich  extreme  urgency  for  the  final  action  of  the 
House  upon  thi«  bill^  Would  it  not  be  better  lo  recom- 
mit it  to  its  friends,  and  require  Ibem  to  aecerlain  the 
proportion  of  the  debta  due  to  tbc  Government  which 
ought  to  be  released,  inttead  of  making  it  a  subject  of 
iiiture  legislation?  Is  tbe  time  of  Congress  worlh  noth- 
ing, that  it  should  be  thus  sported  with.*  Or  do  gentle- 
men fear  that  if  Ihe  attempt  is  now  made  to  obtain  the 
entire  exoneration  ofa  portion  of  tbe  debtors  for  whose 
benefit  this  measure  is  intended,  the  House  may  recede 
rrom  its  intention  of  suipending  the  collection  of  the 
bonds  due  from  tboie  who  have  auituned  no  Ion  by  the 
fire) 

This  meatare,  from  its  commencement,  bai  been 
Kngularly  conducted.  No  report  has  been  made  from  the 
committee  who  reported  Ibe  bill,  to  whieh  tbe  House  can 
look  for  information  as  to  the  amount  of  tbe  debts  it  is 
called  upon  to  suspend;  or  the  proportions  in  which  ihey 
•re  to  be  suspended  for  three,  four,  and  five  ye^ra,  and 
for  (ix,  nine,  and  twelve  months.  It  is  true,  the  bill 
now  under  consideration  Is  one  which  originated  in  tlie 
Senate,  but  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of  this 
House  was  equally  unsustained  bya  report  offBCts;  and 
we  b^ve  thui  been  rendered  dependent  upon  the  infor- 
mation obtained  in  debate  from  the  honorable  chairman 
ortheComnutleeof  WavsandHeana.  And  what  is  the 
cocMcqucnce?     Why,  sir,  uiply  tbU  there  we  gcnUe. 


men  on  thia  floor  who  do  not  now  know  what  amount  of 
debt  due  to  the  Treasury  will  be  affected  by  this  bill, 
or  In  what  proportions  it  will  be  suspended  in  the  hands 
of  Ibe  debtors  for  the  different  periods  contemplated. 
Are  gentlemen  thus  situated  prepared  to  act  upon  this 
measure  to  dispose  of  four  millions  of  dollars  of  the  reve- 
nues of  tbe  Government?  I  have- paid  aome  attention  to 
the  BtatementsofgeDtlemen  who  profess  to  enlighten  the 
Houie  upon  this  subject,  and  yet  I  am  notcertain  that  I 
know  the  exact  amount  stated  by  the  honorable  cbair- 
Eoan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

[Here  Mr.  CiMBBBLsna  rose  and  ataled  what  he  said 
he  had  repeatedlystated  before  as  to  tbeaggregate  amount 
of  tbe  bonds  intended  to  be  affected  by  tiiis  bill,  and  the 
proportions  in  which  the  different  sections  would  affect 

I  (said  Mr.  CamaiBs)  bad  understood  the  gentleman 
to  slste  befoce  that  the  whole  amount  due  to  the  Gov- 
ernment at  New  York  was  four  millions  of  dolUrs,  and 
that  two  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dollsra  of  that 
sum  would  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  bilt<  the  balance,  of  caurae,  under  the  first. 
From  his  statement  now,  it  seems  that  less  than  one  mil- 
lion will  be  alfected  by  tbe  first  section,  and,  of  course, 
more  than  three  millions  by  Ihesecond.  Tbe  variance  Is 
not  very  important ( the  fact,  however,  is  shown,  that  more 
than  three  millions  of  tbe  sum  is  to  be  legislated  into  the 
bands  of  individual  importers,  who  have  not  lost  one  cent 
by  the  lire.      Tbe  statement  of  the  gentleman  shows  the 

Erecision  and  promptitude  with  which  be  can  distinguish 
etweeo  those  who  did  and  Chose  who  did  not  sustain 
loss  by  Ihe  lire,  and  makes  it  manifest  that  there  could 
be  nodifBcully  in  makiiiBthedi>criminBtion,if  we  chose 
to  do  it.  It  is,  however,  intended  that  alt  Ihedutie*  due  at 
the  custom-house  in  tbe  city  ofNew  York,  on  the  17th  day 
of  December  last,  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  Ihe  debt- 
ors, regardleas  of  the  fact  whether  they  have  or  have 
not  lost  properly  of  any  kind  by  the  lire,  and,  if  they 
have,  whether  they  have  been  indemnified  by  the  Insu- 
rer*. Why,  sir,  is  thia  exclusive  legislation  extended  to 
the  eity  of  New  York?  Tbe  gentleman  from  Uuiachu- 
setts,  [Mr.  Phihjvs,]  whose  verv  able  and  eloquent  ar- 
gument in  support  of  this  bill  will,  in  all  future  appeals 
to  Congress  for  similar  relief,  be  refierred  to  as  tbe  baaii 
upon  which  they  muit  rest,  tells  us  that  our  power  to 
grant  the  relief  proposed  by  this  hill  ia  derived  from  Ihe 
peculiar  relation  subiisting  betweeen  the  Government 
and  its  debtors)  and  he  distinctly  avowa  that  the  inhabit- 
ant* of  other  towns  and  cities  which  do  not  occupy  this 
enviable  relation  to  the  Government  cannot  bring  them- 
selves within  tbe  power  of  Congress  to  relieve  them, 
however  severely  they  may  suffer  by  a  similar  calamity. 
He  saysi  "  The  Government  is  under  no  obligation  to 
the  dealer  in  Cincinnati  I  it  haa  subjected  him  to  nolepsla- 
tive  exactions)  it  holds  him  to  no  peculiar  responsibilities) 
it  sustains  towards  him  no  other  than  the  ordinary  relation 
between  Government  and  citizent  it  is  more  especially  in 
no  sense  his  creditor)  it  has  no  demand  against  him  as  • 
debtor,  of  whom  it  is  requiring  the  payment  of  a  debt 
for  which  it  has  given  him  no  equivalent,"  &c.  Now, 
air,  if  the  full  force  of  this  argument  be  admitted  as  to 
thoae  whoae  good*  on  whieh  the  duties  remain  unpaid 
have  been  consumed  by  thefire,  how  is  it  lobe  applied  to 
those  who  bave  not  sustained  any  loss  whatever.'  The 
peculiar,  the  mystical  relationship  of  debtor  and  ereditor 
must  still  be  drawn  upon  to  sustain  the  argument)  but 
foreseeing  that  it  could  not  be  thus  supported,  the  gentle- 
man Is  driven  to  the  neceuily  of  founding  the  propiiety 
and  the  power  of  granting  this  relief  to  that  portion  of 
the  Government  debtors  who  have  not  suffered  in  Ihe 
slightest  degree  by  the  fire,  upon  the  ground  that  they 
will  thereby  be  enabled  to  disseminate  it  among  those 
who  bave— among  tbc  working  classes,  tbe  tradesmen. 
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and  mechinlci.  Upon  the.merchinti,  he  nya,  the  tradcB- 
men  and  mechimci  ^re  immediately  dependent  for  credit 
*nd  employment,  and  in  the  slubility  of  the  merehanla 
"  the  only  hopes  or  theie  tradeamen  >nd  mechanic*  are 
directly  and  deeply  invaWed."  Then,  according'  to  the 
views  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  merchant!,  be- 
cauw  or  their  peculiar  reUtionahip  .of  debtor*  to  Ibe 
GoTernment,  whether  Ibey  are  or  are  not  aufferen  by 
the  Ere,  may  receive  the  bounty  of  this  Government, 
uitli  a  view  to  ita  dlalrihulion,  through  them,  to  the 
laboring  claaaes, "  the  trad  earn  en  and  mechanica."  Could 
not  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  aome  limilar  indirect 
proceaa,  extend  hii  [iberahty,  and  the  liberality  of  lliii 
GDvernmenl,  to  the  tradesmen  and  mechanics  of  Cincin- 
nati, in  cue  of  a  similar  calamity? 

Sir,  I  protest  against  this  system  of  excluaivc  legislation 
for  a  bvorite  class,  1  can  recognise  no  power  to  do  indi- 
rectly that  which  we  cannot  do  directly;  and,  more  espe- 
cially, I  tvill  not  consent  to  make  one  class  of  men  the 
recipients  of  the  favors  of  this  Government,  with  a  rlew 
to  their  extending  them  to  a  poorer  class.  What  guar- 
antee can  the  gentleman  oiFer  that  his  favorite  class,  the 
importing  merchants,  will  apply  the  bounty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  relief  of  the  Uboring  classes?  Nunc, 
certainly  none.  Sir,  if  we  have  the  power  to  relieve  the 
wiHering  poor,  if  that  ia  the  object  of  thia  measure,  let 
us  march  up  to  it  boldly,  and  do  it  openlyt  it  needs  no 
cloak.  I,  for  one,  want  no  almoner.  Let  ua  be  the 
distributors  of  our  own  bounty.  If  we  can  relieve  them 
by  legislation,  let  them  learn  to  love  and  respect  the 
Government  which  steps  in  between  them  and  Buffering, 
instead  of  being  taught  to  consider  themselves  as  only 
secondary  objects  of  its  munificence,  and  dependent  for 
the  distribution  of  its  bounty  upon  the  caprice  of  others. 

Let  us  examine  some  of  the  other  inducements  to  the 
adnption  of  this  measure  which  have  been  relied  upon  by 
its  advocates.  One  honorable  gentleman  tells  us  that 
the  city  of  New  York  pays  more  than  half  of  our  reve- 
nue; another,  more  correctly,  says  it  collects  more  than 
half  of  our  revenucj  and  yet  it  is  sometlmea  urged  by  our 
southern  friends,  that  th':  South  ("the  staple  Stales") 
pays  it  all.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  sir,  the  middle 
and  western  States,  the  bread  and  meat  States,  are  pe- 
culiarly fortunate  in  having  nothing  to  pay  towards  the 
support  of  the  Government.  Upon  thii  modest  assump- 
tion, it  must  be,  I  suppose,  sir,  (for  I  can  conceive  of 
MO  better  ground  for  il,)  that  we  are  never  taken  into  the 
account  in  the  distribution  or  expenditure  of  the  public 
treasure.  Hut,  lo  keep  a  little  ncarerta  the  point:  What 
docs  the  argument  that  the  city  of  New  York  collects 
more  than  half  the  revenue  of  this  Government  prove? 
Why,  Llmtabe  has  the  finest  seapai't  of  tliia  continent, 
possesses  more  than  half  the  commercial  capital  of  the 
country,  and  derives  all  the  advantages  incident  to  an  im-- 
port  trade,  paying  annually  upwards  of  eleven  miHiflns  of 
dullar*  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the 
shape  of  duties.  Well  may  gentlemen  call  that  city 
"the  emporium  of  the  Union,"  "the  London  of  Ameri- 
ca," and  boast  of  the  investment  of  their  millions  in 
the  stocks  of  the  West.  It  is  all  true,  sir;  these  advanta- 
ges, and  more,  belong  to  the  great  city  of  New  York. 
In  its  approximation  lo  the  wealth  and  commercial  influ- 
ence of  London,  it  is  [readirg  closely  in  her  footsteps  in 
other  respects.  Yes,  sir,  power  is  concentrating  there, 
as  well  as  wealth.  We  feel  it  here  at  this  momenti  one- 
aixlh  part  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  members  of 
which  this  House  ought  to  consist,  (but  of  which,  prac- 
tically, it  never  does  consist,)  are  here  as  the  represent- 
atives of  (he  State  of  New  York,  supporting  this  meas- 
ure in  solid  column.  Sir,  it  is  a  fearful  power  in  the  le- 
Ki^tion  of  this  House,  when  united  in  support  uf  alocal 
mlerest,  or  in  opposition  to  the  local  interests  of  other 
portioni  of  the  Unionj  but  her  power  here  is  uul  more 


sensibly  felt  than  is  the  power  of  her  Wall  street  broker* 
over  the  money  matters  of  the  country.  They  can  in 
one  day  reduce  the  best  stocks  of  the  country  below 
par,  buy  them  in  tbe  next,  and  sell  them  at  an  kdvancc 
the  ihird- 

The  city  of  New  York  has  her  Rothschilds  and  ber 
Barings,  in  miniature,  who  aapire  to  be  the  bankera  tk 
the  twenty-four  Stales  of  this  Union.  Yes,  sic,  and  she 
has  her  Arthur  Tappan,  too,  about  whose  residence  and 
employment,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britajr^ 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pataca]  and 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Jddsos}  seem  to 
have  misunderstood  each  other.  I  do  not  know,  ur, 
whether,  at  that  period,  he  was  resident  in  one  of  the 
British  Canadian  provinces,  and  snuggling  goada  int* 
this  country  in  violation  of  its  laws,  as  one  of  the  gentte- 
men  seems  to  have  understood  the  other  to  represent^ 
but  whether  he  was,  or  not,  a  smuggler,  he  is  vortc 
than  one  noW|  yes,  sir,  worse  than  a  pirate,  For  he  *•• 
pires  to  mischief  on  a  large  scale.  In  seeking  to  ea- 
labllsh  for  himself  the  character  of  a  philantbn^t, 
he  is,  in  elTect,  plotting  the  destruction  of  the  happr- 
nes*  and  comfort  ofthe  colored  population  of  the  Soulhi 
by  instigating  them  to  insurrection  and  murder.  A  gen- 
tleman before  me  from  New  York  [Mr-  G.  Lia]  *sya 
Arthur  I'appan  does  not  live  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  gentleman  is  right  in  disowning  him.  He  ought  not 
lo  be  recognised  as  a  citizen  of  »o  nrspectable  a  city. 
Mr.  Speaker,  \  ask  pardon  of  the  House  for  following 
the  example  of  others  in  introducing  the  name  of  this 
miscreant,  or  the  subJKct  connected  with  it,  if 


which  I  would  prefer  to  observe.  1  cannot  retted  that, 
while  I  am  here  discharging  the  duties  of  my  station, 
he  and  liis  abolUion  asM)ciateB  are  using  their  utmuat 
efTorts  to  instigate  people  whom  I  have  raised  with  care 
and  indulgence  but  little  short  of  parental,  first  to  discon- 
tent and  resentment,  and  ultimately  lo  imbrue  tlieir 
hands  in  the  blood  of  my  family  and  neighbors.  Sir, 
such  philanthropy,  such  leal  for  abolition,  cannot  &il 
to  meet  ita  appropriate  rewardj  and  when  llie  firat  drop 
of  blood  shall  flow  under  their  auspices,  let  them  look 
well  to  themselves. 

Again,  sir,  I  ask  pardon  for  mentioning  this  lialeful 
subject,  and  especially  in  connexion  with  tlie  city  of 
New  York.  I  do  not  do  It  in  disrespect  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  eityj  far  Irom  it.  I  respect  their  enterpriM, 
their  character  for  inlegrilyj  and  more  especially  I  re- 
spect the  munificent  character  of  their  merchants;  it  is 
creditable  lo  our  country;  and  I  regret  that  tbe  advo- 
cates of  their  interest  here  grasp  at  more  than  I  catl, 
consistently  with  my  views  of  justice  and  sound  policy, 
consent  to  give  Ihemi  and  regret  still  more  the  evidence 
which  the  paswge  of  this  bill  will  give  of  the  controlling 
influence  ofthe  Stale  of  New  York  in  the  legislation  of 
this  nation.  Such  a  measure  could  not,  in  my  opinion, 
be  carried  in  favor  of  any  other  portion  of  this  Union. 
I  had  intended,  air,  to  move  a  recommitment  of  this  hill, 
with  instructions  to  Ibe  committee  to  report  such  an 
amendment  as  would  meet  the  views  I  have  presented; 
but  am  convinced  it  is  useless  to  do  so,  and  will  not  fur- 
ther tsK  the  patience  of  the  House  by  an  opposition 
which  will  be  unavailing. 

Mr.  TOUCEV  said  he  was  convinced  that  the  dia- 
cussion  had  been  prolracied  to  an  unprofilable  length, 
nnd  that  it  was  lime  it  was  disposed  ofg  and  he  therefore 
demanded  the  previous  question- 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  an  ad- 
journment;  not   carried:   Ayes  66,  noes  not  counted. 
The  previousquestionwas  then  seconded  by  the  House, 
tellers  beingappointedi    Ajes  106,  noes  58. 
On  ordering  the  mftin  question  to  be  put. 
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Mr.  ETF.RETT  called  fo{  the y«Mkndni]'ii  but  Ihey 
were  not  ordered]  and  the  main  queallon  wa^  ordered 
to  be  put,  without  a  count. 

The  nuin  queation  was  on  the  paisige  of  (he  billi  and 
on  that  queallon 

Mr.  HOPKINB  uked  for  the  yeas  and  nays]  which 
were  ordered. 

The  queatinn  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  (he 
■flirmatiTe:  Teas  113,  nayi  95,  ai  roltowEi 

Ysia— Heun.  Adams,  Ueman  Allen,  Anthony,  A>h, 
Bailey,  Banks,  Barton,  Beardsley,  Bockee,  Brig;gs,, 
Brown,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrelcn^,  Chapin, 
Cliilds,  Cleveland,  CofTee,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane, 
Ciishing',  Dartin^on,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Evans, 
FairReld,  Farlin,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller, 
liice  Garland,  Gillet.  Glascock,  Granger,  Oranllind, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Hard,  Harper,  Haynes,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubtey, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  I ngeraoll,  Ingliam,  Jabez 
Jackaon,  Janes,  jirvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Lane,  Ijinaing,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Love,  Luynll, 
Lyon,  Abljah  Mann,  >Unning,  William  Mason,  Moaea 
Mason,  Samson  Mason,  UcKennon,  McKeon,  McKim, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Mlltlgan,  Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Po-.ta,  Heed, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Bogen,  Russell,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Slaile,3mith,SpanKler,  S[eele,9torer,Suther1and,Taylor, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell— 113. 

Nits. —Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Ashley,  Besle,  Bean, 
BeauinonI,  BelJ,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey, 
GeortteCliambers,  John  Chambers,  Cbspman,  Nathaniel 
H.  Cluborne,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Caslimin,  Davit, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dromgoole,  Uunlap,  Everett, 
Forester,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  James  Garland, 
Graham,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Jo»:ph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  Hirlan,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
C.  Harrison,  Hawe?,  Hawkini,  Blester,  Hopkins, 
Jenirer,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Klnnard, 
Klingensmilti,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Logan,  Jab 
Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McKay,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Parks,  Patton,Franklin  Pierce,  Uulee  J.  Pearcc,  Peyton, 
Pickens,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Baane,  Robertson, 
Agustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields  Slandefer,  Thomas, 
Turner,  Underwood,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Whittle- 
sey, Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 95, 

Salbebill  was  passed. 

Mr,  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  title  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  sutTerera  by  fire  in  the  ciiy  ol  New  Yol-k,"  and 
inserting  Ibe  following:  "An  act  lo  relieve  and  confer 
exclusive  benefits  upon  certain  merchants  and  importer* 
inthecity  ofNewYork," 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  oflhe  Chair  Ifthat  wasade- 
batable  queition, 

The  CHAUt  replied  that   he  supposed  it  was. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  an  adjournmenli  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  KENNON  rose  to  a  question  oforder.  The 
IS  question  baring  been  moved  and  seconded,  and 


the  IT 


CDutd  n 


The  amendmi 
title  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
The  House  adjourned. 


Thdrsdit,  Much  10. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  consent,  laid  before  the  House 
additional  teatimony,  (received  through  the  post  office,) 
in  the  case  oftheeontested  election  from  North  Carolina; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  SruioLEa,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  rejecting  the  proposition  to  allow  Mr.  Newland 
leave  to  appear  by  counsel,  in  the  prosecution  of  hit 
claim  to  the  seat  in  the  House  at  present  occupied  by 
Mr.  Graham. 

Mr.  GRENNELL,  who  wasentitled  tothe  floor,  said 
he  had  but  little  to  say,  after  wbot  he  had  said  on  a  pre- 
ceding day.  In  reference  to  the  motion  to  admit  counsel, 
he  remarkeJ,  although  the  decinon  might  tntereat  the 
parlies  personally,  yet  there  were  higher  considerstiona 
which  they  should  secure  for  the  House.  An  office  was 
in  view;  a  high  public  trust,  which  was  lo  be  exercised 
for  the  good  of  the  whole  people,  which  made  it  of 
much  higher  consideration  than  a  mere  personal  matter. 
The  evidence  was  all  before  the  House,  and  the  House 
had  the  ability  lo  understand  and  apply  the  law  and  the 
constitution  in  the  case,  »nd  the  members  were  sworn 
to  decide  the  question  truly  and  justly,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  constitution.  But,  in  relation  to 
placing  the  parties  on  a  footing  of  equality,  it  was  said 
the  other  day,  in  order  to  show  the  Inequality  which  ex- 
isted, that  the  sitting  member  was  a  member  of  the  bar, 
and  that  the  petitioner  was  neither  a  member  of  the  bar 
nor  a  debater^  and  hence  it  was  argued  that  there  was  ft 
disparity  between  the  parties.  It  was  a  disparity,  how- 
ever, of  which  the  House  could  lftkenocogniiBnce;ilWM 
unknown  to  the  constitution.  He  asked  if  the  House 
telt  the  necessity  of  counsel  for  that  purpose?  If  *o, 
the  House  should  employ  counsel,  and  theablest  counsel. 
If,  then,  the  House  did  not  need  counsel,  It  was  not 
needed  for  the  petitioner.  But  if  equality  was  the  objecli 
it  would  be  a  difficuU  matter  to  settle,  even  if  both  the 
parties  uere  lawyers)  one  might  be  eminent,  accustomed 
to  make  arguments  and  discussions  in  courts  of  law,  and 
the  other  mlglit  be  a  silent  counsel,  and  there  would  ba 
an  inequality,  although  both  belonged  to  the  same  pro- 
fession. Inequality  would  existj  and  how  was  it  to  be 
remedied?  They  could  not  take  professions  as  decisive. 
If  they  were  to  endeavor  to  place  gentlemen  on  an 
equality,  the  House  would  be  involved  in  an  inextricable 
difficulty.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proposition  must 
satisfy  every  one  that  the  object  was  unattainable.  But 
did  it  depend  upon  the  inequality  ofcounsel  in  courtsof 
law,  tli:>t  suits  should  be  decided  for  the  ablest  and  against 
the  poorestP  His  views  were  different.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  had  often  witnessed  the  weakest  party,  with 
nothlngbut  the  justice  of  their  cause,  opposed  to  the 
ablest  counsel,  and  prevailing  under  all  those  apparent 
disadvantages.  But  the  petitioner  need  not  apprehend 
any  want  ofcounsel  in  the  tlouie,  because  he  would  be 
done  nmpleand  impartial  justice.'  Did  the  facts  prove 
that  counsel  was  of  no  use?  He  would  remark  that 
counsel  was  mainly  important  to  see  that  bis  client's 
case  was  clearly  drawn  up  and  presented  to  the  House. 
And  after  the  facts  were  drawn  up,  he  would  ask  where 
was  the  vast  importance  of  able  counsel*  The  House 
hsdbeen  told  that  precedents  were  in  favor  ofcounsel; 
but  he  must  say  that  for  the  last  thirty  yesrs  no  counsel 
had  been  admitted.  Cases  had  occurred  more  than  once 
where  persons  had  been  brought  before  the  bar  of  the 
House  for  trial,  and  counsel  was  granted  theng  but  that 
had  been  for  the  best  of  reasons.  Counsel  was  always 
allowed  in  cases  of  a  breach  of  the  peace,  in  assaulting 
.ftheHous,      ^-      ■     ---"- 
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ent  wu  ons  of  i  far  difTerFnt  eompleilon.  An  oflicc  or 
honor,  di|;nity,  ftnd  responaibilily,  was  sought  i  and,  irtiis 
argumenti  were  correct,  which  he  took  thetn  to  be,  the 
cue*  were  diiiiroilar.  It  itemed  to  him  that  Ihe  pe- 
titioning member  had  hid  ill  Ihe  advocate  that  could, 
wilh  propriety,  be  accorded  to  him,  as  he  bad  been  heard 
befoie  the  committee  by  eminent  counael.  Hirin^been 
■o  heard  before  the  committee,  and  that  eomroiltee  hav- 
ing reported  favorably  to  the  petitioner,  what  more 
could  hcMk?  Wai  not  Ihe  commitee  able  to  preient 
to  the  Houie  all  the  facti  wliich  the  peliironer'a  counael 
spread  before  Ihem?  It  seemed  to  him  thatallthat 
could  reasonably  be  asked  had  been  granted  to  the  pe- 
titioner. If  he  supposed  hii  rights  were  inraded,  he 
would  be  the  la«t  man  to    raise   his   voice   sgainit  him. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPEBD  sild,  to  have  acorrect  knowl- 
edge of  the  matter,  it  would  be  necessary  to  review  the 
circumstances  attending  the  proposition  then  under  con- 
sideration. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  made  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  accompanied  by 
a  motion  that  the  subject  be  made  tlie  order  fora  cer- 
Uin  day,  and  that  Ihe  ifentleman  petitioning  forthe  seat 
be  permitted  to  appear  and  be  heard  either  by  himself 
or  by  counsel.  Some  doubts  arose  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  motion,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  areportcamein  from 
the  minority  of  the  commitlec,  and  a  paper  from  the 
siltiag  member.  Some  dedate  ensued,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Hibd]  moved  that  the 
petitioner  be  permitted  to  lake  hia  seat  within  the  bar  of 
the  House.  His  colteapie  [Mr.  Btkdk]  then  moved  an 
additional  propoaition,  that  upon  the  main  question  the 
petitioner  have  leave  to  he  heard  by  counsel.  On  the 
neitmornlnK  after  this,  s  friend  of  the  petitioner  in- 
formed the  House  that  Ihe  petitioner  did  not  wish  coun. 
sel,  and  on  the  next  day,  again,  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
BrwuK,]  after  consulting  with  Ihe  petitioner,  ascertained 
that  he  had  changed  his  opinion.  In  that  slate  of  the 
case  thevote  was  takenind  decided  against  admitting 
counsel)  and  at  the  earliest  posaiblc  moment  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sfahblih]  came  forward  and 
moved  a  reconsideration.  As  a  matter  of  justice  and 
coniislenoy  to  the  petitioner,  Mr.  S.  wished  the  broadest 
resolution  aJTeied  which  the  House  could  adopt.  He 
wasinfavor  of  giving  him  Ihe  greatest  privilege;  and  if 
a  legal  question  should  arise,  then  he  would  give  him 
counsel  ifbe  wiihed  it.  He  would  let  him  have  it  when- 
ever it  was  needed.  IF  counsel  wss  needed,  he  would 
give  it  without  searching  over  musty  records  for  a  pre. 
cedent.  Hehad  great  respect  forthe  petitioner,  and  he 
knew  he  was  not  a  lawyer  by  profesuon.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  House  would  reconsider  its  vote,  as  he 
did  not  wish  Ihit  this  negstlve  should  apply  for  Ihe  Rrst 
time  to  an  individual  from  his  own  Slate. 

Hr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  was  one  of  those  who,  a 
few  days  ago,  voted  to  allow  thepetitioner  the  privilege 
of  appearing  by  counsel;  and  with  all  due  respect  for  a 
majorily  of  the  House,  which  negatived  his  request,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  was  surprised  at  the 
result  on  that  occasion,  Some  very  queer  arguments 
had  been  urged  in  the  progress  of  this  discussioni  and 
ifbe  had  not  the  utmost  cnnRdence  in  the  modesty,  as 
well  as  the  patriiitism  of  honorable  gentleiren,  he  would 
almost  be  Induced  to  suspect  that  they  were  the  olTspring 
of  aelf-wifficiency.  The  subslance  of  the  arguments 
■gainst  granting  the  application  of  the  petitioner  was, 
"Weare  wisecnough  of  ourselves;  we  want  noinslruction 
ffom  anyeitrinsie  quarter  upon  any  queations,  however 
important,  that  may  come  befure  us;  we  wilt  depart  from 
precedents  established  and  adhered  to  by  our  prede- 


cessors ever  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government, 
because  we  are  wiser  than  they  were,  and  will  deny  to 
Ihe  petilioner  a  privilege  which,  when  requested,  hat 
always  been  granted  to  every  petitioner  for  aseathere." 
For,  be  it  distinctly  remembered,  sir,  that  there  is  not  a 
case  on  record  where  this  privilege  to  appear  by  coun- 
sel has  been  denied.  If,  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirtj 
years,  petitioners  in  cases  of  this  description  have  not 
appeared  by  counsel,  it  is  only  because  they  have  not 
asked  the  privilege  of  doing  bo.  The  contending  partiei 
have  either  in  most  instances  both  been  lawyers,  or  the 
paints  involved  have  been  few  and  simple,  so  that  neither 
party  deemed  it  an  object  to  ask  for  the  privilege  of 
appearing  by  counsel. 

What  are  the  principal  objections  which  are  urged 
against  the  application  of  the  petitioner  in  this  case? 
It  is  sMd  lawyers  will  make  long  speeches,  and  we  can- 
not spare  time  enough  to  hear  these  speeches.  In  his 
(Mr.  V's)  bumble  opinion,  we  shall  not  be  relieved  from 
long  speeches,  whether  we  admit  lawyers  or  not.  The 
talking  disease  ngti  m  violently  here  as  to  preclude  Ihe 
hope  that  we  shall  gain  Ihe  great  desideratum  of  less  talk 
from  the  exclusion  of  lawyers  in  this  case,  nor  need 
honorable  gentlemen  apprehend  that  counsel,  ifadrait- 
ted,  wilt  preoccupy  the  whole  grouud,  and  thus  leave 
us  nothing  to  talk  about.  Who  ever  knew  a  subject  ex- 
hausted here^  After  forty  speeches,  jnvand  con,  topics 
plenty  as  blackberries  still  spring  up  before  the  imagi- 
nations of  honorable  gentlemen,  and  enable  us  but  lo« 
oRen  to  prove  that  we  were  never  converted  to  the 
maxim,  that  "  brevity  is  the  soul  wit." 

If  wc  admitted  counsel,  we  might  be  pretty  sure  that 
the  eonlroliing  points  In  the  case  would  be  presented  to 
us  by  them.  Courtesy  and  a  sense  of  responsibility  would 
induce  honorable  gentlemen  to  listen  to  counsel;  and  If 
the  attainment  of  Irulh  was  our  object,  it  would  be  far 
more  profitable  to  listen  lo  methodical,  well.digesled 
argument  of  counsel,  learned  and  respectable,  as  counsel 
always  were,  who  appeared  at  the  bar  orthis  House, 
than  to  crude  and  desultory  hieubrationsFromotberquar- 
lers,  however  honorable.  What  pledge  had  we  that  Ihe 
points  Involved  in  this  case  were  so  almple  and  easy  to 
be  disposed  of?  The  honorable  chairman  of  Ihe  Com- 
mittee  of  Elections,  [Hr.  Culibdxhi,]  a  few  days  ago 
hadadmonishedhimCMr.  V.)  most eloquenlly,  not loaome 
Id  a  precipitate  conclusion  upon  the  merits  of  this  case, 
and  warned  the  House  that  the  questions  presented 
by  the  two  reports  were  complicated  and  mullifarlous; 
and  if  judges  learned  in  the  liw  deemed  it  no  dispar- 
agement to  their  underslsnding  to  hear  counsel  in  all 
matten  upon  which  they  were  called  to  adjudicate,  he 
could  see  no  good  reason  in  favor  of  our  wrapping  our- 
selveain  our  robes  of  self-sufficiency,  and'iaylng,  in  acaie 
of  such- interest,  not  only  to  the  petitioner,  but  lo  the 
(lectora  of  the  district  where  the  contending  gentlemen 
reside,  "We  are  too  wise  to  be  illuminRled  by  counsel." 
There  was  no  doubt  that  Ihe  vote  a  few  days  ago  result- 
ed from  the  belief  that  the  petitioner  did  not  want  coun- 
sel. He  now  tells  you,  through  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  heis  desirous  tg  have  the  aid  of  counsel,  and  it  would 
be  as  unreasonable  as  itwasunprecedentedlo  refiise  lo 
gratify  him. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massschrselts  [Hr. 
Gbisbsll]  had  stated  an  objection  to  the  allowance  of 
counsel,  which,  lo  his  mind,  wss  wholly  unsound.  He 
says  that  counsel  here  would  be  peculiarly  privileged, 
and  would  not  be  subject  to  Ihe  rules  of  order.  This 
certainly  could  not  be  so.  If  we  madean  order  to  admit 
counael,  itwas  implied  that  such  counsel  should  besubject 
lo  the  rules  of  order  prescribed  for  the  members  of  the 
House.  He  addresses  the  Spesker  or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Wbole  House,  -and  is,  for  the  line 
being,  as  much  subject  to  tlie  rules  of  order  as  any 
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mcnbor  be(«.  Couniel  bava  been  ftdmitted  in  ptrlis. 
BMntary  bodleifroin  time  immemoriil,  and  we  could  not 
leuntbKttbejhftdevercUimedtobeeieniptrromrulMDr 
order,  ortbaUheyludeverdLicaTered&  refractory apirit, 
unbccominK  k  Member  of  a  legiitatiTe  aMembty.  He 
felt  the  Houte  etUed  upon,  both  by  principle  and  prece> 
dent,  to  grant  tbe  reaunablc  requeM  of  the  petitioner. 

Mr.  ANTHONT  Mid  he  wt«  preient,  and  had  Toled 
thai  the  petitioner  ahould  oat  be  permitted  couoieliGnt, 
that  ha  did  not  detire  it)  and,  leeondly,  that  be  did  not 
neod  it.  He  vieved  the  ctM  in  a  dllTercnt  light  from 
■omc  other  Eenttemen.  If  the  ({entleman  wai  brought 
(here  ob  a  charn  of  breach  of  ths  peace,  it  would  then 
be  proper  thu  he ihould  be  heird  by  counaal.  But  tbe 
preient  wasadifTFrenteaae.  Theyitood  in  the  relation 
ofcouniel  to  the  petitioner,  and  they  had  taken  an  oatb 
to  that  effeet.  They  were  alao  counacl  for  the  lilting 
member.  He  wm  prima  faai  entitled  la  bii  acat,  and 
bad  taken  it.  They  would  gire  tbe  Dlher  gentleman 
the  lame  priTitrge  on  that  quealion,  because  a  certain 
portion  of  the  people  had  lent  him  there  toclaimbiiieal. 
It  waa  the  people  they  were  to  decide  for,  hecaute  the 
petitioner  wai  the  agent  and  repreaentative  ofthoie  peo- 

Ele.  It  WM  not  a  peraonal  matter  they  had  to  aetile, 
ut  a  matter  of  intereit  to  tbe  people  of  the  diatriot  tbe 
petitioner  reprcKnted.  Gentlenwn  might  ai  well  argue 
that  couniel  abould  be  employed  in  erery  case  coming 
before  Congren.  U  in  tba  preaent.  Some  gantlemeo 
might  my  tbey  did  not  underaland  the  lawi  and  the  con- 
■litution  in  relation  to  that  eaie.  That  quettion  waa 
brought  up  eveiy  day,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  have 
an  expounder  of  the  conatitution  to  tell  tbem  what  waa 
tba  law  and  tbe  conalitulion.  Two-thiidi  of  the  apeak- 
era  in  the  Houae  were  not  liilcned  to  at  all;  and  ifthcy 
did  have  counael,  be  aiked  if  he  would  be  llitened  tof 
Ur.  A.  aaid  he  wu  counael,  and  to  waa  every  gentleman 
couniel  in  that  cair,  and  they  would  decide  not  only  for 
the  petitioner,  but  for  the  people  of  hia  diatrieC.  The 
petitioner  did  not  aak  any  thing  for  biataelf,  but  aa  the 
repreaentative  of  the  people.  There  were  many  per- 
sona who  came  there  in  the  mme  way,  and  might  on  the 
•ime  ground*  aak  fur  oountel.  They  might  aay  that 
there  wu  no  one  to  take  oareoribeiriitterestat  and  why 
not  carry  out  the  principle,  and  allow  erery  one  wbo 
had  claima  on  the  Government  to  be  heard  by  couDielF 
It  wu  paying  a  poor  compliment  to  gentlemen  to  aay 
that  they  cannot  underatand  a  quealion  of  law  in  North 
Carolina,  without  haTing  feedcouiuelto|^ve  Ihem  infor- 
mation and  advice.  He  protcatcd  againat  tt.  He  bdi«r< 
ed  tbe  petitioner  would  not  be  deprived  of  what  coun- 
ael wia  necewary  from  gentlemen  who  were  not  only 
achooled  in  the  U  wi  ofthe  United  Slatea,  but  alao^aciiooled 
in  the  Uwi  of  North  Carolina.  Bat  the  principal  rcuon 
why  he  protesled  againat  it  waa  that  they  would  have 
a  lonfwiiMted  •rgumcat  to  eonmme  the  time  of  tba 
Boue,  when  tbey  ware  aworn  todccida  the  cut  from  their 
own  inlonDUioB.  He  thwgbt  tbey  might  aa  wall  allow  a 
MnUemao  to  ny,  when  a  matter  came  before  tbe  Hoiue 
m  which  hia  cooMitMnta  were  inttretlcd,  that  he  waa  not 
able  to  argua  ttie  quettion,  aiid  muit  he  permitted  to 
ba've  cooDieL      He«    """""'' 
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petitiooer  counael,  they  might  aa  well  allow  aay  other 
gentleman  on  that  Boor  to  aak  for  countel  to  irgue  the 
Muee  of  ht)  ccDatiluenla. 
Mr.  BODLDIN  aroae  to  addrew  the  Udukj  but 
Tbe  CHUB  annouoced  tbe  arrival  of  tbe  hour  fur  pro- 
ceeding to  the  ipecitl  order  of  tbe  day. 

Hr.  DUNLAF  toMand  mid  thai,  by  tlietpecial  order* 
of  the  HoMe,  no  OMMarc  could  bow  he  bro^l  before 
the  Hook  but  by  a  vote  of  two  thirda.  He  had  here- 
tofore voted  againat  making  the  ipecial  onden  of  (he 
Rome,  becauae  '" ■-' — _...-....  .. 

vot.  xiT.— in 


oaiAutA  it  tba  right  and  tbe  duly 
the  matter)  and  if  they  allowed  the 


ata  eonatiiuenla  were  interealad  ui  a  tiiuation  dnit  a  ma- 
joiity  of  Che  Houae  could  not  act  on  II,  but  it  would  re- 
quire of  him  to  get  a  vote  of  two  third*  of  the  Houae, 
which  be  did  not  believe  he  could  do  but  by  eou^totf . 
Be  had  riien  Ihi*  morning  to  aak  oTlheHiuae  the  Avar  ■ 
to  auapend  the  ralea  and  apecial  order*,  to  enable  him 
to  make  a  motion  that  the  Houte  reaolve  ilielf  into  a 
Committee  of  tba  Wbole  on  hill  No.  6S,  the  Tenneiace 
land  bin.  Tbt  bill  waa  one  in  which  bis  State  and  im-t 
mediate  conatituent*  were  intereated  t  in  that  not  one 
hour  ofthe  time  of  the  Houae  had  been  occupied  in  the 
eonaideratioD  of  thi*  tabjeet  tince  1S30.  The  Houae, 
aurcly,  would  now  extend  the  favor  to  him  of  taking  up 
thii  bill:  a  imall  portion  of  the  time  of  Ihia  Houae  waa 
due  to  Tenneiaee.  It  net  being  in  order  to  diacuia  Ihit 
motion,  he  thanked  tbe  Houte  for  theia  indulgence  i« 
permitting  him  to  make  thia  diorl  itatement.  He  there* 
fore  moved  that  the  rulea  be  Hupended,  to  en^le  bim 
to  iBake  hit  motion. 

Objection  bang  made,- 

Hr.  DUNLAP  movml  a  lutpenaion  of  (be  rule*,  to 
enable  him  to  tubmit  hli  motion. 

Hr.  WILLIAU9,  of  North  CaroUna,  espretted  a  hope 
that  tbe  ralea  would  not  be  nupendcd, 

Tbe  motion  wai  then  negatived,  wiihont  a  count. 
SEUtNOLB  HOSTILITIES; 

Ht.  R.  M.JOHNSONaikcd  the  coaaent  ofthe  Houi* 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ttate  of  the 
Union,  for  tbe  purpoee of  eoniidering certain  amendmniti 
of  the  Senate  ton  hill  from  the  Route,  entitled  '*Anaet 
for  the  ptyment  of  volunteera  and  militia  eorpa  in  tba 
•ervtce  of  the  United  ■(•tea." 

Hr-  J.  briefly  esplained  that  the  amendmeati  In 
quealion  provided  for  the  appoinlcnentot  three  additional 
payroaatert  of  the  armyt  a  meature  proposed  in  the  bill 
ab^dy  reported  from  the  Military  Committee  of  the 


Hr.  JOHNSON  attented,  and  Hr.  C.  atked  the  oon- 
aeot  of  the  Houae  to  make  the  report  indioaUd  by  him. 

Ur-  BOON  wished  to  amend  the  molim,  n  at  to  es- 
able  tbeatandiag  committees  of  the  Houae  to  repoK 
generally. 

Tlie  CHAlt  mid  it  wat  act  then  in  order  to  make  Ihtt 

Hr.  CAHBBELENO  then  uk^  the  conatnt  of  tba 
House,  briefly  explaining  Ikal tbe  rapMiwuaDtddiiloiwI 
appropriatloD  of  f500,000  tttr  Kprening  the  hottllilieB  of 
the  Indiana  in  Florida,  which  wai  imperioutly  required, 
from IbefactUutIhe fundi  alreadyappropriat^werees. 
hitwled,  and  drafti  were  cohtlantly  coming  in  which 
could  not  he  paid. 

Hr-  BOND  objeclcd,  and 

Hf.  CAHBRELENQlhen  moved  to  ntpcod  the  rule*; 
wbicb  wat  agreed  to  without  a  eouoti  and 

Hr.  CAUBBELB:fQ.  from  tke  Commilta*  of  Wajv 
and  HeBn%  reported  a  bill  maUng  a  further  ippmpri. 
ation  for  the  repreanoo  of  Indian  hoatilitiet  in  flotyi) 
which  wat  read  twice  and  oommiltad. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  then  moved  tbat  the  Houte  re- 
loIveilKlfintoa  Commilteeof  theWholeon  thatUleof 
ilie  Union,  fur  tiie  purpose  of  eootidering  the  amend- 
ment* from  the  Senate  (o  tbe  bill  providing  for  the  paj- 
meot  of  volunteen  and  militia  corpi  in  the  lervice  ofthe 
United  Blate«,&c.,  and  alto  the  bill  juit  reported. 

Objection  being  made, 

Ur.  CAUBRELP-NGmoved  aautpeniion  ofthe  ru!e*i 
which  waa  agreed  to,  and  tbe  motion  of  Hr.JoHHsox  being 
alio  coDCimed  in. 
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Tbe  Hmm  *Geordhig:1y  went  niio  oommiiiev,  Mr- 
MiM»,  of  Yii^nit,  in  the  clwir,  on  tbe  rorcRoing  bill*. 

Tbe  RiiwndDieiit)  of  tbe  Senile  to  the  bill  from  the 
Houw,  to  pnxlde  for  the  pi«yinent  of  TolDnleeri  and 
ihilitik  receiTcd  into  the  wrTice  or  Ibe  United  Statei, 
were  fir»t  coniidered. 

After*  brief  explxnauon  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  ■iDendmenli  were  concurred  in,  with  ilie  tx- 
ceplion  of  that  wtiich  provided  for  the  ■ppaintnwnt  of 
three  addition il  piyniuteriof  tbearm]'. 

Upon  idopiing  Ibe  Utter  unendoient,  Mr.  UNDER- 
WOOD called  for  a  eounti  when 

Mr.  JOHNSON  obierred  that,  iicbairniaTi  orthe  Mili- 
tary CoTomittee,  it  became  hii  duly  Id  explain  the  mailer 
in  queBlion,  bya  simple  iiatement  of  the  facte  connected 
with  the  bill  and  tbe  imendffienti.  He  wai  reluctant 
to  intrude  upon  the  timeof  the  commilteeby  any  lYmarki 
«f  hill  but  the  views  oflbe  War  Uepartmeni,  of  the  chief 
of  the  pay  department,  and  of  the  Military  Connnittee, 
which  were  in  perfect  coincidence,  ought  to  be  known 
to  erery  member  before  giving  hii  vote. 

The  bill  (nid  he^  provide*  that  the  militia,  when  call- 
ed into  actual  lervice,  ihall  receive  Ihe  ume  pay  ai  the 
repilar  army,  lod  that  Ihe  widows  ofiuch  as  may  die 
in  the  service  ihdl  receive  Ave  yean*  hilfpay,  and  that 
Ihe  willows  of  luch  ai  ihall  perish  in  Ihe  renilsr  lervice 
•ball  alio  receive  five  year*'  half  pay.  This  bill  passed  this 
Houie,  and  was  lent  to  the  Senate. 

Another  bill  has  been  reported  by  the  Military  Commit- 
lec,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  three  additional 
paymailen  to  the  army,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  acted 
upon  by  Ibe  House. 

Tbe  bill  which  passed  Ihe  House  hat  been  taken  up 
by  Ihe  Senate,  and  amended  by  adding  to  il  the  other 
bill  for  the  appointment  of  three  additional  paymaaten, 
and,  in  thit  form,  returned  to  the  House  for  its  con- 
currence. The  bill,  then,  as  returned  from  the  Senile, 
preienti  lo  ui  the  two  bills  amalgsmaledi  one  of  uhich 
has  already  been  passed  'by  the  House,  the  other  nu- 
tored  by  the  committee,  but  not  yet  acted  upon  by  the 
Houie.  Though  the  eommiltee  of  Ihe  House  reported 
twobillitocffecltheobJeclnrtheanebillBSamended,  the 
6enstc  did  not  diicover  lueh  a  want  of  relation  between 
the  two  as  to  render  it  improper  to  embrace  Ihe  whole 
■nhjeel  in  one  bill.  1'he  whole  is  strictly  military. 
Il  ipecifiei  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  militatj'  ser- 
vices, and  it  provides  for  a  sufficient  inerease  of  the 
number  of  disbursing  ofTtcen  lo  csrry  this,  together 
Willi  the  pre-existing  laws,  into  effect.  Tliere  ii  in  it 
nothing  of  that  complexily  cslculated  to  produce  con- 
fiisioni  nothing  novel  or  anomalous.  The  object  of  a 
law  is  lost,  withoullhe  means  of  carrying  it  into  effect  i 
and  Ihe  piymaiier  general,  knowing  from  practical 
demonsiratlon  Ihe  immediate  necessity  oF  the  meaiure, 
requested  tbe  amendment  to  be  msde  by  the  Senile. 
The  committee  of  the  Senate  gave  to  Ihe  subject  llie 
nme  invealigition  which  Ihe  commitlee  of  Ihe  House 
had  done,  and  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion.  They 
incorporated,  is  an  amendment,  Ihe  mme  bill,  verbatim, 
which  had  been  reported  by  tbe  Military  Commlilee  to 
Ihe  House.  The  Senate  adopted  the  amendment,  and 
ask  Ihe  concurrence  of  the  House.  I'beir  objeel  ap- 
pears lo  hive  been,  not  lo  counteract  Ihe  views  of  the 
House,  but  til  further  them  by  so  accelerating  Ihe  buu- 
nr«*  ai  to  give  efBcacy  to  the  measure  il  Ihe  moment 
when  our   bleeding  country  feels  its  necenily. 

It  il  objeelcd  by  gentlemen  thit  we  have  already  four- 
teen piymisteni  a  number  quiie  sufBcieni  for  ihe  pay- 
ment  of  an  army  of  but  six  or  seven  ihousind  men. 
The  argument  seema  specious)  and  It  is  admitted  that 
half  the  numbrr  would  be  amply  infficient  for  a  much 
larger  army,  if  they  were  conioltdited  at  one,  two,  or 
three  si  aliens.     But  Ihe  labor  imposed  vu  the  ptymailcri 


il  not  proportioned  lo  tbe  number  of  troops,  h  the 
genilemin  weuld  seem  loinlimtle.  It  is  proportioiied 
to  the  scattered  situation  and  the  remoteness  from  eseli 
other  of  the  ilations  occupied  by  Ihe  Iroopi.  It  require* 
as  much  lime  and  labor  for  a  paymaster  to  perforin  » 
journey  of  five  hundred  miles  lo  psy  three  companrei  at 
three  different  stations,  ai  it  would  to  psy  three  regi- 
ments, of  ■  Ihouiand  men  each,  at  cne  ilalion.  The 
preient  number  of  psymatter*  was  fixed  in  1831,  vhen 
the  number  of  military  stations  was  much  leti  thin 
lliey  are  at  this  time)  ind  even  then,  some  of  our 
troop*,  occupying  dislinl  potts,  were  kept  out  of  their 
pay  for  more  than  six  months  together,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, reduced  to  a  atate  of  actual  Buffering,  in  lime  of 
peace,  for  want  of  proper  ficilliiea  Id  give  lliem  their 
ply  Bccording  lo  law.  Our  military  tliliotis  are  cow 
greatly  extended  in  their  diilsncr,  and  multiplied  In 
their  number.  They  are  ipread  along  our  matiiima 
frontier,  from  Eaitport,  in  Miine,  lo  Florid*  and  New 
Drleani,  In  Ihe  Soutlit  *nd  upon  our  western  froniicr, 
from  the  Red  river,  along  the  western  border  of^Ar. 
kanw*,  Uinouri,  and  on  the  Upper  Hittisrippi,  to 
Green  Ssy  snd  Msckinac,  In  the  North,  embracingtbo 
whole  circumference  of  the  United  Slates,  and  hrminr 
a  circuit  of  ten  thousand  miles.  The  whole  of  thw 
circuit  must  be  travcned  once  every  three  monlli*  by 
psymssterr,  or  the  troops  cannot  receive  their  com- 
pensation according  to  Ihe  terms  of  the  law  nnder  which 
they  enter  the  service.  It  i*  required  of  each  paymaiter 
to  prepare  pay-rolls,  vltit  every  nation  wilhin  hli  dii< 
Irict,  pay  each  penon  his  due,  and  make  hii  return, 
properly  sutbenlicated,  to  the  paymaster  general,  for 
adjudication,  once  in  every  three  months.  The  labor 
hai  been  found  to  be  physically  impracticable.  Officer* 
and  privates  in  Florids,  Ihe  seat  of  recent  slaughter,  have 
been  deprived  of  their  pay  for  mora  than  six  monlhi 
togelheri  and  it  hai  been  iiated  that  Ihe  vdunleera  who 
acted  ao  gallant  a  part  In  the  Black  Hawk  war  did  not, 
in  many  ina'ancea,  receive  their  pay  for  more  than  a 
year  after  Iheir  lervices  lerminated.  In  these  cases, 
ihe  butt  is  not  ucribable  lo  the  diabur^ng  officers  nor 
lo  the  Department,  but  to  the  want  of*  sufficient  num- 
ber of  paymaster*  lo  perform  the  aervice.  Is  this  the 
treatment  which  our  heroic  army  merits  from  the  nation 
which  il  defendiF 

Gentlemen  now  call  for  proof  of  Ihe  correetneas  of  Ihe 
llalement.  They  desire  such  evidence  as  ihill  ntiify 
lliem  that  Ihe  present  number  ii  inidequale  lo  the  ser* 
vice.  It  il  not  possible,  lir,  to  lubjecl  this  to  the  rules 
of  mathematical  demonilration,  because  it  is  not  a  prop- 
oiition  of  thai  nature.  But  we  have  sufficient  evidence 
lo  iiliify  Ihe  most  incredulous  mind,  if  credit  is  due 
lo  Ibe  asieveralions  of  disinterested  men  of  llie  highest 
honor  and  irusl.  The  measure  is  recommended  by  Ihe 
President,  who  is  not  utterly  ignorant  of  what  Is  neces- 
nry  to  perfect  our  miUliry  establiahmenl.  It  Is  rec- 
ommended by  tbo  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  not  on- 
Bcquainled  with  the  want*  of  his  Depanmenl.  It  ii 
earnestly  recommended  by  General  Towson,  Ihe  piy- 
masler  general,  who  allegei  the  impossibility  of  pundu- 
ilily  In  paying  the  army  promptly  with  Ihe  present  num. 
her  oF  paymaaten;  and  it  is  long  experience  which  has 
demonstrated  lo  him  Ihe  truth  of  Ihe  proposition.  Hii 
veracity  is  unlmpeached  and  unimpeachable.  Hii  char- 
acter, both  is  a  man  and  ni  an  officer,  will  slind  every 
scrutiny.  He  his  no  end  to  answer  In  this  request,  but 
his  country's  good)  and  il  any  other  temptation  could 
present  itself,  no  person  would  suspect  him  capable  of 
yielding  lo  it.  Wiih  Iheae  aulboritics,  I  ask  no  farther 
evidence  of  Ihe  necessity  of  Ihe  measure  proposed  in  Ihe 
imendment.  Without  it  the  Oovem ment  cannot  fulfil 
ill  stipulalloni  <o  the  army.  The  money  is  provided) 
the  appropriation  ii,in»de;  theicrvice  iaperformedt  but, 
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for  vtnl  of  R  lufficient  number  of  pkyniasten)  the  heroic 
bknd  a  defnudecl  o!  lis  limely  duesi  the  officen  ind  wl- 
dien  ve  reduced  to  niRering,  tnd  tl.r.  Treuury  ii  not 
beneBled  one  cent  by  itie  delay.  And  is  Ihli  true 
economy  *  No,  *ir;  it  is  prodignlity.  Economy  gives 
•ulBcwnt  Rid  lo  effecttbe  entire  object  of  ippropriitiont. 
The  VRnt  of  these  meani  la  *like  destructive  to  public  >nd 
prirate  credit,  and  must  end  in  di«uten  which  years  of 
true  economy  cannot  repair. 

The  tendency  of  >ny  metuure  which  his  an  unjust 
beiring  upon  any  clasa  of  cilizeni,  whatever  may  be  its 
present  prospect,  will  kiwaya  end  in  misfartune.  But  if 
any  ona  class  merilt  promptncM  in  hwUdk  to  tbem 
tbeir  stipend,  it  is  the  army.  Their  whole  allow- 
anee  it  but  a  scanty  competence.  They  serve  not  their 
countnr  for  money.  Thev  form  a  bulwark  of  defence 
around  ui,  and  glory  la  their  reward.  Of  this  thejr  hare 
surrounded  themselres  with  a  radiance  »«  lasting  as  the 
•unbeam^  which  the  eye  of  envy  can  never  pen«IntC( 
we  cannot  deprire  them  of  it.  The  complaint  of  olRcera 
occasionally  insltlng  the  seat  of  Government,  whether  on 
duly  oron  furloug'tii  cannot  eclipse  their  Riory,  nor  pluck 
one  laurel  from  their  brows.  Tlieir  deeds  of  cliivalry 
during  the  late  war  have  covered  tliem  with  immortal 
bonorii  and  the  character  of  thoae  who  compose  lliis 
titUe  army,  for  intelligence  and  honor,  is  unsurpassed 
byuiyequal  number  in  creation.  Why,  then,  withhold 
from  them  their  stipulated  dues,  after  they  become  pay- 
able by  contract,  for  the  trifling  coniidenition  of  fur- 
niahii^  a  sufllcient  number  of  disbursing  officers  to  per- 
form Ihia  servicsF 

This  measure  is  but  a  branch  of  ibe  system  of  defence 
which  tbe  safety  of  our  whole  interior  frontier  imperious- 
ly dcmandi.  The  States  bordering  upon  the  savagea 
are  warranted  in  the  expectation  of  protection  from  the 
tomahawkand  soalplng-knife.  Tlie  want  of  lliis ^tem 
hiaalready  stwned  the  waters  of  tlie  Upper  Mississippi, 
■nd  deluged  the  Illinois  with  the  blood  of  innocencci  and 
Florida  is  nowbleedlng under  the  hand  of  srvset  bariiir- 
ityi  when  a  smajl  proportion  of  the  oMHicys  which  these 
two  wars  will  have  cost,  expanded  in  perfeclinp  the  system 
of  which  thiameaao re  isan  important  branch,  would  have 
prevented  the  catastrophe.  The  same  scenes  will  be  re- 
acted in  Arksnsas,  in  Hissourl,  in  our  Northwestern 
Territory,  unlets  the  whole  system  of  protection  shall  he 
adopted.  The  destruction  of  many  vsiuable  lives,  and 
Ibe  waste  of  many  millions  of  dollar^  will  be  tbe  certain 
(eralt)  though  the  annual  appropriation  of  a  few  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  applied  in  proper  time,  may  pre- 
Tent  tbe  disasters. 

Mr.  DONi.AP  said  the  House  must  now  lee  the  situ- 
ation in  which  it  was  placed  by  the  amendment  ol  the 
Senate  to  this  appropnstion  hill.  He  would  venture  to 
assert  Ihst  there  waa  not  half  a  dozen  members  who 
knewE  what  they  were  voting  for,  when  they  voted  (o 
•uapend  the  nilea  of  the  House  and  postpone  the  special 
orders  of  the  day,  to  take  up  this  bill.  He  was  warrant- 
ed In  this  assertion  from  tbe  vote  just  taken  on  the  motion 
made  by  himseir,totake  up  the  Tenneesee  land  bill.  He 
had  not  complMoed  of  Ihe  House  for  that  rotei  he  knew 
wellihereasonthat  induced  gentlemen  to  givelhe  votes 
they  did.  Tbe  special  order*  contain  two  bills  that  the 
necessity  of  Ihe  Qovemment  required  the  action  of  this 
House  upon  immediately.  As  to  tbe  other  bills  Inclu- 
ded in  theapecisl  order,  there  was  not  thatneceatity  for 
immtdiala  action.  Although  Ihe  House  refused  to  sus- 
pend the  niles  to  take  up  the  bill  in  which  his  SUte  and 
constituents  were  to  much  Interested,  we  find  ourselves 
voting  for  a  uispension  of  the  rules  to  lake  up  a  bill  to 
increase  the  number  of  paymasters.  Sir,  would  any 
member  on  this  floor  have  given  such  a  vole,  if  he  had 
known  for  wliai  he  was  voting.'  How  inconuitcnt  must 
be  bare  been,  to  vote  to  poatpooe  tbe  nary  and  fortifi- 


cation bills,  since  we  have  ao  often  been  told  tbe  public 
service  is  Buffering  for  the  want  of  money  to  be  appro- 
priated by  those  bills,  andlotakeupabilUolnereasetba 
number  of  psymsslen!  Mr.  D.  said  the  House  had  voted 
for  the  csplion  of  the  bill,  without  any  knowledge  of  what 
amendments  bad  been  offered  by  the  other  branch  of  tbe 
Legislalure.  The  House  believed  they  were  voting  to 
take  up  a  bill  "  for  the  payment  of  volunteer  and. mi- 
litia corps  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates."  The  bill 
bad  passed  this  House  without  any  opposition.  Then* 
waa  not  a  member  tbat  would  for  one  moment  wilhbold 
from  that  gallant  band  of  soldiers  now  engaged  in  the 
•errice  of  tbe  United  States  in  Florida  In  putting  an  end 
to  Ihe  cruel  ind  sari^  war  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  any 
thing  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Ur.  D.  said,  in  what  situation  are  we  who  are  opposed 
to  the  increase  of  paymasters?  We  are  liable  to  be 
cturged  of  opposing  the  bill  appropriating  money  to  pa^ 
tbegallantsoiii  of  tbe  South,  wbo  did  not  wait,  when  iheir 
country  neededtheirservlces,  tohe  draugbtedi  hut,  At, 
the  only  draught  was,  who  ahould  stay  atlieme — all,  yet, 
all  were  ready,  willing,  and  anxious  'o  go  and  figbt  the 
battles  of  iheir  country.  He,  forone,  was  unwilling  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  if  this  manner  of  lepialation 
is  adopted,  of  pulling  measures  of  a  different  character 
in  the  same  hill,  what  will  be  our  slluaiion?  Sir,  take 
fur  example  Ihe  case  now  before  the  House.  Suppose 
a  majority  of  this  House  shall  be  opposed  to  increase  the 
number  of  paymasters,  and  non-concur  in  tbe  Senate's 
amendment,  and  the  Senate  should  refuse  to  recede 
from  their  amendment:  the  House  would  be  compelled 
mther  to  loae  tbe  bill  (as  the  fortification  bill  was  lost 
last  tesnon)  or  agree  lo  Increase  Ib«  number  of  pay- 
masters. Mr.  D.  said  be  was  utterly  Opposed  to  such  a 
practice  of  legitUtion.  It  was  unpsrllamenltry,  and  tbe 
House  should  unanimously  refuse  to  adopt  such  a  prin- 
ciple. Ur.  D.  said,  u  » tbe  amendment,  be  desired  that 
its  mr'"*  fi^M  be  considered  when  the  bill  of  Ibis  Hous* 
on  that  subject  came  up;  and  also  the  bills  to  increate 
the  engineer  topographical  corps.  It  would  seen 
strange  to  bis  constituents,  that  fourteen  men  were  not 
sufficient  to  pay  auarlerly  six  thousand  men  what  ihe 
Government  owed  them.  It  was  certainhr  strange  to 
him,  if  they  could  not  each  pay  leas  than  five  hundred 
men,  although  they  were  stationed  over  a  large  tract  of 
country.  The  bcilities  of  travelling  were  now  very 
great,  much  more  so  than  in  1831,  wnen  fourteen  pay- 
masters were  considered  sulBcient. 

Ur.  CAHBR&LF.NG  hoped  the  {^nlleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Ur.  JoHSBoa]  would  not  press  this  amendment. 
He  concurred  entirety  in  the  remarka  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Tennesiee,  [Ur.  DoaLiir,}  that  as  this  proportion 
had  been  reported  to  th';  House  by  the  Uliitary  Commit- 
tee, in  a  distinct  form,  it  should  not  have  been  attadied 
to  tbe  present  bill,  which  should  be  immediately  passed. 
He  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  amendment. 

Ur.  WAKD  said  the  Housr  was  already  in  posMlsion 
of  all  tbe  factt  necessary  to  arrive  at  a  decision  on  the 
amendment  He  referred  to  Ihe  circumstance,  that  the 
pretent  nuroberof  paynuateri  had  beenfound  InsutHcient 
lo  pay  off  the  troops  promptly,  andihat  frequeut  delay* 
on  that  account  bad  taken  place,  and  tbe  ofGcert  and 
troops  had  gone  without  their  pay  for  month*  together. 
Incase  of  the  ticlfness  or  death  ofapaymaiiter,  tbedulita 
required  of  him  could  not  be  dlscbsrged  by  any  other 
person,  and  a  vacancy  could  only  be  filled  by  tbe  Prati> 
deni,  with  tbe  consent  of  the  Senate.  He  was  satisfied 
Ihst  Ihe  amrndment  waa  not  only  proper,  but  absolutely 
necessary,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  be  concurred 

Ur.  R.  H-JOHNSONcould  see  no  reason  fordisagree- 
ing  to  this  amendment.  He  adverled  lothe  fact  ihaiihe 
nibject  of  the  preteot  wnendnMDt  bad  been  urged  by 
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(he  Drptrtment  at  ■  ronner  MHion,  u  ibtoluttly  ncect- 
ury,  Rnd  Ihkl  1r  'bad  bern  faTonbtj  considered  b^  tbe 
Committee  on  Uililiry  Affklrt.  It  tied,  howeTcr,  ftlkn 
•mongtheunliniihed  buiinen,  and  hkTing,  bj  chance  or 

Siodlucfc,  come  up  in  the  ihape  of  an  amendnenl  bp 
e  Senate  to  a  bill  Trom  the  Houw,  he  could  see  no 
reaion  for  setting  it  *udc.  The  amendment  <r»>  litem) 
copy  or  the  bill  reported  in  the  Houu  at  the  liat  and  thi 
present  aeni  on  a.  Hevaino  more  intereited  in  lhepropo> 
ailion  than  other  gentlemen.  He  hoped  the  report  or  Ihc 
Hititary  Committee  in  relation  to  it  would  be  read)  and 
if  a  majority  of  the  committee  ahould  be  in  hror  of  non- 
concurring  in  the  amendment,  he  would  cheerfully  ae- 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Hr.  WILLIAHe  of  North  Carolina,  remarked  Ibat  hi 
had  originally  tvo  objcclkinato  thii  araerulment,  tiM  firat 
of  which  VS5  renoTed  in  some  degree,  if  not  entirely,  by 
the  reading  of  the  report)  the  aecund,  howerer,  remained, 
and  that  wu  tbe  mingling  up  of  diRerent  tubjecta  in  the 
le  bill.  He  thought  theamendment  abouldbe  contld- 
d  in  •  ceparate  bill,  and  be  bopeditwouldnot  beoon- 


>ntlie  amendment,  an 
10  tjuorum  votirtg. 


le  hoped  i 
cnrred  in  by  the  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken 
there  appeared;  Ayri50,  noet< 

Ur.  ADAMS  moved  (bat  the  eommi    . . . 

port  that  fact  to  the  Hoaiej  which  wai  negatlred. 

Teller*  were  then  appointed,  and  the  amendment  wu 
concurred  in:  Ayes  73,  noes  59. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  i»id  it  appeared  that  this  Flori- 
da war  was  to  be  made  ■  pretext  for  the  apptrintment  of 
three  additional  permanent  pay  masters. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  roie  to  explain.  It  wa( 
not  on  accotint  of  the  war  in  Florida  thai  thii  amendment 
had  been  made.  For  the  last  two  yeara  the  paymaster 
general  but  ur^nl  upon  Congren  thcabaolute  neeenity 
ftr  an  increase  in  the  number  ofpajskders.  The  Flori- 
da war  was  an  additional  maon  for  urging  itie  apudj 
action  of  the  House  on  the  fubject.  It  had  not,  he  re- 
peated, originated  tbe  proposition. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  resumed.  He  thought  fourteen 
paymasters  [the  present  number)  amply  sufficient  to 
pay  an  army  of  six  or  leven  Ihousand  troops.  If  it 
■hould  be  determined  to  increase  the  number,  they  would 
hare  an  army  of  paymasters  after  a  while.  As  the  Semi- 
nole war  would  enhance  tbe  duties  of  those  ofRcera  for  a 
limited  time,  he  would  more  to  amend  the  amendment 


Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
lait  proposed,  and  urged  at  tome  length  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  increasing  permanently  the  numberof 
paymutcr*  of  the  army-  The  paymaster  general,  a  dis- 
tingulthed  and  honorable  officer,  had  informed  Ihem 
that  he  could  not,  with  the  present  force,  pay  off  the 
troops  promptly  snd  punclually.  He  bad  called  for  thi* 
Increase,  and  he  (Ur.  J. )  felt  bound  to  take  the  word  of 
ttie  paymaster  general,  that  it  was  required  by  the  public 
•emce.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Joiiiiso>]  would 
not  prcrail. 

Mr,  SMU'H  said  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennetsee  [Mr.  G.  Jobrsok]  wss  well  worthy  of 
consideration!  for,  in  a  bill  for  an  appropriation  of  a 
temporary  character,  the  Senate  had  appended  a  perma- 
nent proposition,  without,  at  the  same  time,  furnishing 
a Nngle  fact  ofils  propriety  or  neaetsity.  He  tberefure 
thought  at  least  the  limit  ooght  to  be  somewhat  commen- 
•urate  with  tbe  occasion  giving  rise  to  it.  Ifitwtsa 
proposition  to  add  Ihoae  three  paymasters  for  a  short 
period,  or  to  a  period  approximating  the  time  of  the 
present  emergency  of  tbe  appropriation,  objections  toit, 
■ttoog  ai  they  then  «<nild  be,  might  be  wuredg  but  thi* 


was  not  tbe  proper  place  or  ocGasioo  to  provide  for  the*e 
pertMnent oKcers.  It  waaenlailingan  expenseof  nearly 
96,000ayear  upon  the  country,  81,934  66  beingtbcpajr 
for  each  of  those  officers.  If  he  wereaacooviooedof  (be 
necessity  of  the  additional  paymaaten  a*  the  geBllMsan 
from  Kentucky  himself,  he  sbouh)  vote  gainst  thwr 
being  provided  (or  In  tha  present  bill,  tbouf  b  be  nigbl 
be  in  favor  of  a  dittinet  propoution.  If  the  Hmmw 
should,  however,  concur  in  the  Senate's  anendowot,  he 
hoped  at  least  tha  provision  of  tbe  gentlenta  fron  Ten- 
nessee would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MANN  said  that  the  honorable  ebaiman  of  Die 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  [Mr.  JoHmoa]  had  well 
remarked  that  this  was  not  a  new  propoaitioD  in  (be 
House.  True,  ur,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  to  many  of  os  it  i*  an 
old  acquaintance  here.  The  honorable  member,  wbo 
had  so  long  served  the  country,  hsd  not  neglected  to 
report  a  bill  upon  the  subject  for  the  time  he  (Hr.  M.) 
had  served  here.  The  head  of  tbe  bureau  of  tbe  pay 
department  had  not,  Hr.  H.  believed,  neglected  hi* 
duty  in  soliciting  it*  paiaaget  and  we  are  now  infbcated 
that  be  is  a  bigb  and  honorable  man.  Be  it  so,  Mr. 
Chainnan.  Doe*  thi*  furnish  a  good  reason  for  the 
paswge  of  thia  bill  to  create  these  three  new  office*  in 
addHion  tothepresentiiatof  Ihearmy— Iwill  not  aey  sine- 
cure*' Tha  heaJd*  of  tbe  military  bureaux  iiationed  at 
Washington  were  not  backward  in  recommending  addi- 
tional force  to  their  respective  corp*)  and  tbe  kindocta 
of  heart  for  which  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  con- 
miltee  is  eo  distingwished  lesda  him  to  yield  to  their 
solicitation*  sometimes,  Mr.  H.  feared,  without  that  full 
coMideiatioD  and  investigaUon  which  the  questions  de- 

Tbe  honorable  gentletnsn  had  reported  bill*  to  in- 
creaae  the  corps  of  military  and  civil  engineers,  the 
corps  of  topographical  engineer*,  and,  perhapa,  as  >• 
usual  in  such  bills,  "to  regulate"  (which,  in  oMilical 
and  military  language,  I  SikI,  mean*  to  inorcaae)  thdr 
pay,  and  to  provide  clerks  and  servants  to  do  the  bu*i- 
neas.  These  bin*  are  also  introduced  with  the  pretaing 
recommendstion  of  those  distinguished  mUitsry  head*  of 
thereipeciiveburesuxovar  which  tlMv preside,  append- 
ant to  the  Department  of  Wart  and  we  shall  be  told 
that  they  are  also  "  honorable  men,"  and  therefore  we 
should  pass  their  bills)  that  the  topography  and  internal 
improvemanf  s  of  the  country  cannot  move  onward  unless 
place*  are  provided  for  those  superirameruy  "  prom- 
ising youths  "  who  are  annually  ingrafted  upon  (he  stock 
of  the  military  aristocracy  of  the  country  by  the  aid  of 
the  Military  Academy  it  West  Point.  These  young  gen- 
tlemen, "more  favoredof  Heaven  than  the  rest  of  their 
kind,"  must  be  provided  for  at  the  public  crib,  Ihrongh 
tha  initru mentality  of  these  overshadowing  bureaux,  and 
sent  beyond  the  mountains  to  teach  the  farmen  and  the 
hardy  yeomanry  there  how  to  make  roads  soientiBedlj. 
"""    ~'    "•■*  how  to  vole  wisely  and  properly.     II  ir 


them  lo  tbe  censures  of  their  auperiors)  but  that  H.. 
Toad-makera  have  aometiraes  manifetied'such  a  ditpoai- 
lion  lo  mutiny,  that  those  "  booted  and  apurred"  teach- 
er* of'scientific  road.making  have  (to  uae  a  westetn 
phrase]  "  been  found  mining." 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  are  we,  under  the  auspicieu* 
influence  of  the  honorable  chairman  and  the  honorable 
generals  atationed  in  the  mililiry  bureaux  appurtenant 
to  tbe  Department  of  War,  inatead  of  the  poats  on  the 
frontier,  to  ^  on  increasing  the  ofScers  of  the  army  snd 
regulating  (increasing)  their  pay  and  allowances?  Is  it 
not  time  we  should  hesitate  and  investigate  more  tho- 
roughly  the  real  and  actual  necesaiticaor  these  demands? 
Foronc,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  decline  going  any  farther 
uotit  1  have  mwe  data  to  ihow  me  Uiat  the  intcresta 
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of  ttw  ccMntiy  require  oor  compKuK.      

(Aid  Mr.  II.,)  1  am  oppoaedi  upon  principle,  to  nmdiit; 
Ibe  Mlminiitimtion  of  mere  miniiteriiJ  and  civil  duttei 
with  nilitarjF  dutiet,  in  the  Mine  band*)  yet  wbo  «n  ihat 
hii  arM  to  Uie  fact  that  the  oScora  of  the  ttmj,  lince 
the  reduction  in  1831,  have  wndmSr  became  powwaad 
(p«rt■^lt  wilhout  full  of  thcirt)  of  the  adniBirtratioa  of 
•  iHge  Aare  of  ihe  citil  and  minitterial  dotiea  tg  the 
oouotryf  Whodirinireea  the  vaM  aimoal  upropristicaa 
of  the  pablic  rareaiuar  Who  hat  the  directioD  and 
mpplicatioe  of  the  rerennct  •nouall;  applied  to  the  im- 
pFoTUMBtoflbeeauntrrr  Iiit  not  mainly  in  the  hicdi 
of  tb«  Bilituj  power)  divided  anid  nbdlvided  "  into 
dcteil,"ia  Iber  eiprMaitl  Are  Ihae officer* aooount- 
abie  to  Um  pMfilc,  or  identified  wKh  them  in  fcelins, 
to  the  extent  neocHair  to  a  hamaniou*  aotion'  Many 
of  them,  air,  I  believe,  are  of  great  worth,  and  deier*e 
the  contdenoc  the;  enjoy,  and  Ac  approbation  they  re- 
ceive. Iliaae  mntC,  pcrtiap^  be  eoniidcred  honorable 
•leeptloni^  rather  than  aa  the  baiii  of  a  general  rule. 
The  nnion  of  the  mUltary  and  ^vil  powere  ihould,  haw- 
ever,  alwaye  he  reganJed  with  jealagiy,  and  rciiatcd  in 
it*  incipient  progreai.  Some  of  the  military  burcaua, 
ai  tb»  now  esiM,  therefore,  ihoDld,  in  my  opinion,  be 
placed  upon  a  civil  fbottngi  and  the  "  bteveta,"  with 
which  they  are  now  Blled.  aboold  be  lopped  off  ai  «u*e- 
Ie««  appendage,  not  in  leeordance  with  the  tpiril  of  our 
ayil  inetitntiont.  1  Inow,  rir,  that  there  ii  not  much 
"  10  a  name,"  and  I  have  learned  here  that  '■  name*  are 
BOt  Ihintrti"  yet  the  propriety  and  failh  of  hittorv  would 
alwaya  Indaee  tne  to  endeavor  to  have  namei  indicate 
what  thing*  were  meant  by  them. 

Sir,  the  gathering  of  Ihew  bureaux,  n>  near  the  public 
crib.aervea  at  least  to  remind  common  people  of  the  ten. 
denEieioFour  nature,  and  aome,  who  have  been  inclined 
to  tolerate  them  aa  inoidenti  to  Ihe  Oovemment,  begin 
to  apprehend  that  the  incident!  may  become  the  princi- 
pala.  I  entertain,  ur,  (laid  Ur.  K.,}  a  high  and  habitual 
reapeot  far  military  service  in  iti  proper  iphere,  defend- 
■■V  the  country  in  Ihe  fleld,  protecting  our  hardy  and 
•nlerprislng  inhabitant*  upon  the  frontier,  and  would 
reward  it  liberally  by  pecuniary  proviwona,  and  Ibe 
meed  of  public  approbationi  but  that  reipcot  ii  much 
impaired  when  1  tee  tfaoae  military  and  cbivalroui  men 
withdrawing  from  Ifaeir  proper  sphere  Inio  Ihe  clotiteri 
of  the  Government,  aeeking  civil  employmenti  under 
■nihtary  garmenti,  and  receiving  sinecure  and  palriotiam 
money  in  exobange  for  the  blghcr  and  nobler  rewards 
of  nulilary  aervice.  But,  Mr.  Chainnan,  (ttidHr.  M.,) 
I  find  mytelf  digmring  too  Tar  ti'om  the  immediate  quei- 
tioQ.  The  bonorabk  gentleman  trom  Kenhu^y  had  in- 
formed ui  (hat  there  was  no  immediate  necenily  for 
paminj^  tbi*  amendment  in  order  to  pay  the  troops  now 
in  aerviee  in  Florida,  and  that  he  himaelf  would  not  vole 
for  Ihe  provision  lor  tbi<  purpoiei  and  therefore  he  op- 
poaei  (he  amendment  moved  by  Ihe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennemee  [Mr.  Cava  lonnaoii]  to  limit  this 
provMon  to  one  year.  I  cannot  (aaid  Mr.  H.)  lee  the 
nec««(ity  of  theee  thrcK  additiotwl  paymaaten,  from  any 
data  now  before  me.  It  ii  perecptible,  by  this  time, 
that  I  do  not  put  auch  unqualified  conHdence  in  theie 
brevet  bradi  of  bureaux  aa  the  bonormble  chairman  on 
Military  Affain.  Thia  m*y  he  my  mtifortune— perhaps 
my  fault. 

There  are  conlinual  call*  for  an  increaie  oflheie  ofli- 
cen.  Bear  in  mind,  however,  Ihat  tliere  are  now,  air, 
lis  hundred  and  ieventy.one  commlnioned  officer*  be- 
longing to  the  army  of  about  six  thoutand  men,  or  one 
commiiaioned  officer  for  about  nine  men,  formmg  what 
ii  calked  a  "  nucleus,"  around  which  an  army  could  be 

SIberrd,  if  occaiion  ibouM  ever  require.     Now,  lir, 
lid  Mr.  M.,J   I  am  not,  for  one,  diipmed  In  enlarge 
thit"niielcu*     of  office  n,  aa  now  oi^nizcd,  without 


«n,  or  rauob  active  tervice,  leal  it  thould 
become  an  "  inoubua"  upon  the  body  poUtic,  wbioh,  in 
medical  phraie,  might  require  "exciMon."  There  are 
now  fourteen  paymaster*  belonging  t«  the  paaoe  aalab- 
liihmenl,  bsaidcs  one  atationed  permanently  at  West 
Point,  who  .mii*t  be  burdened  with  an  oneroua  and  ro- 
mansibic  duty,  judgi^  from  the  amouBt  of  disbwaeinetit* 

The  paymaater  general  wiilies  three  more,  and  be- 
lieve* they  are  aeoesaary,  andwouUbeuaeful,  by  making 
more  prompt  payments  to  the  troopa. 

Now,  air,  I  am  informed  by  a  military  officer,  who  ha* 
belonged  to  the  •errioB  more  thao  twcn^-Bve  yeai^ 
that  a  less  numl>er  of  paymtateia  could  perlatra  tho  dul|p 
with  more  punctuality  and  defpatch,  if  tbey  were  prop- 
erly atationed.  The  evil  existing,  therefore,  ia  not  in  a 
want  of  a  tuffioient  number  ^officer*,  but  la  •  dispe- 
aition  (a  very  iwtuaral  one,  I  adnit]  of  tboaa  we  have, 
to  desire  the  adrantans  and  pleasures  of  civil  and  do- 
mestic Ufe,  while  enjoying  the  rewards  and  horMr*  of 
military  office.  The  remedie*  for  tbi*  evil,  I  believe, 
therefore,  (aaid  Mr.  Mq)  arc  la  the  hands  of  the  worthy 
head  of  the  pay  deparlmeot,  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  ' 
but  spply  them.  A  paymaater  should,  I  believe,  be 
stationed  at  the  nneral  headquarters  of  each  raiment 
of  inhntry,  and  of  the  regiment  of  dragooni^  and  at 
soma  central  post  of  each  regiment  of  artillery,  instead 
of  the  cities  and  towoi^  where  I  am  informed  that  moat 
of  them  are  now  quartered,  and  (omctUse*  more  then 
MS  in  the  same  Iowa. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  in  every  new  which  1  am  en- 
abled to  take  of  (his  question,  so  unexpectedly  pre- 
*entedto  meat  this  time,  I  cannot  discover  any  actual 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  Ben- 
ate,  and  1  therefore  hope  it  wiit  be  rejected. 

Lest  it  may  be  supposed  (said  Ur.  M.)  Ihat  [  am  un- 
friendly to  the  army  generally,  from  the  tenor  of  my  re- 
mark! upon  this  question,  i  tike  leave  to  disclaim  all 
such  feelinKsi  but  I  admit  freely  that  I  fear  tbsl  great 
sbuae*  have  crept  into  it*  administration.  Such,  I  am 
confident,  ii  ibc  belief  of  some  of  its  best  and  most  ex- 
perienced officers.  1  would,  air,  if  it  were  in  my  power, 
correct  thesei  and  I  am  confident  it  muat  be  done,  or 
Ihe  sense  of  the  American  people  will,  ere  long,  over- 
whelm Ibe  ealablishmenT.  The  very  fact  that  this  pro- 
vision come*  by  way  of  amendment  and  rider  from  the 
Senate,  shows  that  those  who  propose  it  are  fearful  of 
it*  fate,  when  separated  from  it*  yokefellaw. 

[Mr.  R.  M.  Joaxaov,  the  chairman  of  the  Committea 
on  Military  Affurs,  replied  at  length.] 

Mr.  MANN  rejoined,  Ibat  he  felt  conatralned,  in  jua- 
lice  both  to  the  honorable  gentleman  and  himaelf,  to  say 
a  word  by  way  of  rejoinder.  He  bid  been  greitly  mis- 
nnderstooil,  or  he  had  miirep resented  tl»e  honorsble 
member.  Mr.  M.  did  understand  the  honorable  chair- 
man to  say  that  he  did  not  urge  ihe  adoption  of  ihi*  pro- 
vision a*  necessary  to  the  service  in  Plaridi,  and  he  Ix- 
lieved  he  understood  him  eorrectlyi  but  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  appeals  to  me  in  behalf  of  our  bleeding 
countrymen,  our  defenceless  fronlier,  our  women  and 
children  eipoaed  to  the  relentlem  tomahawk  of  savage 
war.  This  appeal,  sir,  would  be  effectual  and  well  in  the 
proper  place,  hut  not  after  the  admissiona  made  by  my 
bonorable  friend. 

The  honorable  gentleman  compUint  thai  I  nttack  all 
the  recominendatluns  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. In  this,  sir,  he  doei  me  injustice.  I  do  nut  con- 
demn indiscriminately.  Some,  yea,  many,  of  therecom- 
mendationa  of  that  commiuee  have  received,  and  will 
receive,  my  warmest  aupporti  olhera  I  cannot  appro, 
bate.  I  am  obliged  to  scrutinize  the  recommendations 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  with  some  cire,  tiecause  I 
know  that  he  possesses  so  much'  of  the  milk  of  human 
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kmdncM  in  hi*  "  gcntla  lulurr, "  thBt  It  it  btnlly  pow- 
ble  for  hiu  to  rcsiit  the  pertonil  importnniliet  of  hit 
rrieodJ,  to  which  hs  It  conitanlly  expoied,  utd  whioh 
impel  him  onvtrd,  uncoTucioiul^,  forgettinjt  for  the  no- 
ment,  under  the  inpulMt  of  hiig^ncrout  feelinf,  the 
rights  tnJ  interetti  of  thote  niiuMt  of  out  fellov-mcn 
■calterod  orcr  the  lurfice  of  our  wide  counlrj,  iltenute- 
ly  tubmittinK  to  und  eonlendinK  with  the  cune  of  He*- 
Ten,  which  aoonw  them  lo  till  the  ground  for  their  diily 
tbod.  I  wi*b  only  to.  remind  my  honorable  friend  that 
ill  the  revenue*  which  Gorernments  receiTe  kre  obluned 
either  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  Uboraof  thltcliu, 
and  thtt  IbM  conMderRlion  »bould  nerer  be  lott  *ig:ht  of, 
while  ve  Ut  ■atlng'  t*  their  repretentatirei. 

AKsin,  my  honorable  friend  •uppoaei  tbitlara  ungen- 
erou*  with  a  high  *nd  honorable  officer  italioncd  here. 
I  bare  not  intended  to  bMn,  tin  buti  inuil  tell  the  honor, 
able  member  (hat  I  do  believe  that  Iheie  oIDcer*  prefer 
lo  make  campainii  to  Waibin^on,  in  preference  lo  our 
espoied  and  deftneeleti  frontier,  which  he  bring*  to  our 
view  in  luch  eloquent  and  feeling'  languif^.  At  all 
eventitbey  find  it  in  the  courte  of  duty  to  be  here,  either 
in  itation  or  inpropcr  diichargeof  duty.  Their  wants 
are  not  limited  by  the  acale  of  dvil  life.  But  I  shall 
ba«e  another  andmore  appropriate  oeeasion  to  comment 
upon  the  item*  oftheir  allowance!.  Many  oflhem  now  bare 
both  hand*  in  your  Trcalury  *t  once,  while  one  at  a  time, 
in  my  opinion,  would  tullice,  in  these  "  pipinr  timei  id' 
peace,"  for  any  ordinary  cupidity.  IsmconSdcnt  that, 
if  my  honmble  friend  b*d  investigated  Ibi*  question  upon 
both  ddes,  he  woukl  hare  come  lo  a  diHerent  result. 
There  are,  lir,  I  perceive,  Bfly-lbree  military  pott^  be- 
^de*  thirteen  anensla,  belonging  to  the  United  Stitesi 
leM  than  Ave  for  e*ch  paynMster.  With  the  facilitiei 
now  sfforded  for  travelling,  I  am  a  little  surprised  (bat 
ttie  worthy  officer  at  the  he*d  of  Ihe  psy  department 
should  havemade  hiouell  believe  thatthis  provision  was 
in  any  ounner  necesnry. 

k  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said,  m>  tkt  from  tbit  being  a 
temporary  approprittion  bill,  it  was  no  appropriation  at 
alli  ibr  it  merely  provided  permanent  regulations  for  the 
payment  of  militia  in  the  Krrioe  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  they  were  called  out|  and  Ihe  amendment 
could  be  as  well  added  to  ihii  bill  asto  any  other.  With 
regard  (o  the  expense,  he  believed  aUrgerium  of  money 
would  be  disbursed  without  the  appointment  of  these 
additional  psymsiters  than  their  tatarie*  would  amount 
to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  was  convinced  Ihstthe  proposed 
addition  to  (he  army  ought  not  to  be  made.  He  was  not 
dispwtd,  like  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Jonaiaa,}  lo 
take  Ihe  mere  assertion  of  any  head  of  a  bureau  ai  his 
authority,  unlesa  that  officer  Rt  the  umetime  furniahed 
all  the  fads  and  data  upon  which  his  auertJon  was  bsied, 
and  tlien  Ur.  U.  would  form  hi*  own  judgment.  There 
were  now  fourteen  paymasters,  and  each  of  them  hsd  no 
mare  than  eight  or  nine  stations  to  attend  IO|  whicli,  with 
thegreatbcilidei  for  travelling,  were  surety  notmorelhan 
they  oould  do.  He  wai  latitfied  the  requisition  ought 
not  (o  be  complied  wilb,  and  be  hoped  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  would  not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  PAHKER  remarked  that  the  pcovisioni  of  this 
amendment  hsd  been  before  the  House  for  the  last  two 
years,  and  Ihe  only  reason  they  had  never  been  acted  on 
and  psued  was  because  the  Houae,  from  the  load  of 
business  before  it,  hsd  never  reached  them.  Mr.  P.  was 
disposed  lo  take  the  evidence  of  an  officer  of  the  Oov- 
ernmenl,  whose  high  character  and  official  qualification* 
were  unqur*(ionable,  and  his  integrity  unimpesched, 
and  any  messure  recommended  by  such  a  msn  should 
have  with  him  ita  due  weiglii.  Mr.  P.  (hen  read  some 
extract*  from  the  report  of  the  Military  CommiLtee  of 
Ihe  lait  Congrcn,  recommending  the  appaiutment  of 


Ur.  CAHBKELENGcouldnot  vote  for  tbit  proposition 
in  ita  present  shape,  even  if  he  was  in  favor  UT  the  object; 
for  he  objected  to  Ifae  principle  of  tddinr  toeh  rider*  lo 
bill*,  or  rather  bill*  upon  bills,  which  had  bo  eonneXi 
ion  with  each  other.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
hsd  told  Ihem  that  the  proposition  had  no  reference  lo 
the  campaign  in  Florida,  and  had  objected  to  the  ancDd- 
nent  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  that  very 
ground.  Mr.  C.  had  no  more  idea  that  a  measure  which, 
if  separately  talccn  up,  would  oeonpy  a  week's  discutaion, 
would  have  come  before  the  Houae  tbst  day,  than  that  a 
proposition  to  double  the  army  would  have  been  intra* 
duced.  Had  ha  thoogbt  this  measure  would  fasve  tteea 
discussed,  he  never  would  have  contented  to  waive  the 
special  ohler  on  Lbe  appropriation  bills,  nor  would  tb« 
House  have  gone  into  commillee  with  such  unanimily. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  alto  complained  of  Ihe  manner  in  which 
lliit  proposition  bad  been  appended  to  au'estraordimiy 
appropriation  bill,  thereby  compelling  the  House  to 
adopt  it,  or  to  jcopardiie  the  bill.  He  warmly  opposed 
the  BTDendmeni. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  thought,  if  ameasure  that  wa*  right  in 
ttaclf  could  be  brought  in,  it  msttered  little  in  what  bill 
it  waa  introduced,  or  in  what  place  il  wa*  found.  This 
wtsamalter  that  could  as  well  be  pasted  in  this  present  bill 
a*  any  where  elie.  It  wtt  well  known  that  the  duiiea 
of  thit  branch  of  Ihe  aervice  had  Kreatly  increased,  and 
every  necettary  data  had  been  lurnisbed  by  the  pay- 
matter  general,  vhote  report  to  lbe  present  Coogre** 
Mr.  A.  read. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  opposed  the  amendment,  on 
the  groundof  the  principle  of  introducing  auch  a  measure 
in  a  oitl  having  no  necetaary  connenon  with  iti  and  for 
(hi*  reason,  if  hit  own  propontion  waidistgreed  to,  lie 
should  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill.  He 
could  not  bring  himself  lo  believe  that  Ihe  additional 
force  was  neceitsry,  for  he  thought  it  did  not  requin 
leventeen  paymaster*  to  psy  toBM  *ii  or  leven  iboasand 

Mr.  PRBNCU  wa*  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  the  great  increase  of  duties,  and  Ihe  immense 
extentofterrilory  over  which  Ihedulieiof  Ihe  psy  master* 
extended,  and  the  lime  required  (three  raonllia)lo  make 
the  payment*. 

Ur.J.  Q.  ADAHS  thould  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  genilemin  from  Tennessee,  for  he  vras  sstiiBed  that 
fourteen  paylaaslers  were  quite  enough  lo  pay  five 
thousand  meng  but  if  an  iddiiion  wat  aikcd,  he  should 
like  to  tee  the  retton*  for  the  rtquiaition.  Tbe  great 
objection,  however,  to  the  amendment  wa*,  Ibst  it  did 
not  belong  lo  the  bill.  It  wst  an  attempt  to  '"imuggle" 
in  a  permanent  law  in  a  temporary  appropriation  bill, 
and  wa*  entailing  an  additional  charge  upon  the  people- 
He  strongly  condemned  the  mode  by  which  i[  wat  intro- 
duced, Bi  i(  would  be  lbe  meant  of  compelling  member* 
who  diiagreed  to  lbe  amendment  to  vote,  against  their 
wishes  and  intention,  apainat  Ihe  whole  bill.  He  yet 
hoped,  however,  that  in  tbe  House  the  ajDendmcnt 
would  not  be  concurred  in,  although  a  tmall  vole  in  ill 
favor  had  been  taken  in  the  committee.  Mr.  A.  called 
the  titenlion  of  (he  Hoiise  to  former  precedents  in  tack- 
ing on  new  mailers  to  appropriation  billi,  particularly 
one  with  reference  to  sending  •  minister  lo  Great  Britain. 
In  the  item  of  a  general  appropriation  bill  providing  for 
(he  salary  of  a  minister  to  (hat  country,  the  Senate  intrv- 
duced  s  provition,  lliat  if  he  wa*  appointed  during  the 
recess,  he  should  not  he  psid  unlet*  his  nomination  waa 
raiilied  by  the  Senate,  which  was  a  direct  violation  of 
the  law  and  the  conaliiuiion.  Mr.  A.  entered  into  tbe 
history  of  the  proceeding*  on  this  ctte  at  tome  length, 
by  way  of  illustralion  to  tbe  pmeD<i  which  he  contended, 
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to  •  certain  exienl,  vm  preeUelf  on  the  Mine  ground, 
because  ii  gave  the  Senate  (he  power  to  fhutrale  Ibe 
legiilation  of  the  Houie. 

.  Mr.  B.  U.  JOHNSON  contended  there  «nu  no  incoa- 
gTuity  in  the  inlroduciion  of  thii  propotition  in  tbft  pre»- 
sent  bill,  for  it  was  ncceanrilyidentiBed  with  the  military 
regulationa  of  the  GoTemment, 

Mr.  J.  Bupported  the  amendment  at  lonie  length,  and 
denied  that  there  hid  been  any  amugglin^  in  the  oaie. 
There  was  General  Towton'a  report,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  the  bill  the  latter  had 
reported,  all  before  the  Hoose.  Hr.  J.  passed  a  high 
culo^  on  the  present  paymaster  reneral. 

Mr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  again  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. The  KCnllenan  from  Kentucky  had  himielf  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  first  amendmenl  of  the  Senate, 
making  the  provision  for  the  ippointmenl  of  additional 
psymaslers,  «a<  not  made  wilh  reference  to  the  present 
■ituation  of  afFiira  in  Florida)  and  it  was  no  argument 
with  Mr.  H.  thit  the  head  ofa  bureau  required  it,  what- 
ever might  he  his  character  for  honor  and  inte{;r]ty. 

Mr.  LANE  said  a  few  words  in  reply. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cars  Juavsoa  wai  then 
•greed  to  without  a  count. 

Mr.  MeKAT  said  a  Tew  word*  in  explanation  of  the 
amendment,  which  waa  merely  to  r.han^  the  tenure  of 
office  to  one  year. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  ai  amended,  wailhen 
non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  a  recon> 
aideraiion  of  the  vote  of  Ihe  committee  concurring  in  the 
flnt  amendment  of  the  Senate,  providingfor  the  appoint- 
ment oftbreeadililional  paymasteni  which  waa  agreed  tu, 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-concurred  in. 

A  further  amendment,  providing  far  the  appointment 
and  pay  of  theclerliB,  wa*  then  non-concurred  in,  and  that 
part  of  the  title  of  the  bill  ecitinir  forth  the  provision 
for  theadditional  piymaater*  w>«  then  stricken  out,  and 
the  bill  was  laid  aside. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBRELBN6,  the  committee 
took  up  and  conudered  the  bill  maklnr  further  appro- 
prialion*  for  the  repression  oflndisn  hostilities  in  Florida. 

The  committee  Ihen  rose,  and  the  two  foregoing  bills 
were  reported  to  the  House. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  last  bill,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engroated  and  read  Ihe  third  time  lo-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  volunteer  and  militia  eorpt  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  were  concurredinbythe  House)  and  the  House 
alio  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  in  their 
diBsgreeroent  to  the  other  amendments  of  the  Senate. 
POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  JENIFER  asked  permission  of  the  House  lo  sub- 
mit arewilutlon  which  be  felt  compelled,  in  duly  lo  a  por- 
tion of  his  constituents,  to  offer,  inconsequence  ofa  letter 
which  he  had  Just  received  from  one  of  the  Depart  menCsof 
Ihe  Government)  the  retolulion  was  merely  to  ask  of  Ihe 
Commillee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roadi  to  do  that 
which  it  waa  competent  for,  and  the  duty  of,  the  Pott 
Olltce  Department  to  have  done  without  the  interposition 
of  Ihis  House.  That  the  House  might  understand  Ihe  rra- 
•on  w'hy  he  offered  the  resolution,  Mr.  J.  said  he  would 
■tale  that,  in  obedience  to  the  request  ofa  portion  of  hi* 
constituents,  be  hid  made  application  In  person  at  Ihe 
PotI  Office  Department  to  have  an  alteration  made  in 
the  time  of  arrival  and  departure  of  tbe  mail  at  Prince 
Frederick  and  SI.  Leonard's,  in  Calvert  county.  That,  un- 
derstanding the  Postmaster  General  was  indhpoacd,  he 
wailed  on  one  of  Ihe  assistant  Postmasters  General,  and 
stated  the  wiihea  of  hii  conitituenis,  with  a  request  that 


their  application  afaould  be  granted,  if  coniislent  with 
the  views  and  powers  of  the  Department.  Mr.  J.  said 
be  had  suggested  changes  also  in  another  county  of  hia 
district,  which  he  hoped  would  be  attended  to,  and 
understood  from  Ihe  assistant  Postmaster  General  that 
be  demred  a  written  statement  of  Ibe  change*  proposed. 
On  that  or  tbe  following  day,  Hr.  J.  said,  be  addreiaed 
to  the  Department  a  note,  stating  the  wishes  of  his  con- 
alituenls,  and  desiring  an  answer  at  as  early  a  period  as 
convenient.  A fev  diys  after,  Hr.  J.  said,  he  addressed 
another  note.  In  respectful  and  polite  terms,  to  tbe  De- 
partment, stating  the  anxiety  of  his  constituents.  This 
was  also  unnoticed.  Some  days  after  this  second  note,  in 
conversation  with  one  of  his  colleigues,  he  expressed 
surprise  at  not  hearing  in  reply,  vrben  his  colleague  men- 
tioned that  he,  too,  had  been  similarly  treated. 

Hr.  J.  Slid,  believing  Ihst  his  constituents,  as  well  aa 
himself,  had  a  right  to  the  respectful  consideration  of 
the  Department,  and  learning  that  Ihe  Poilmastcr  Gen- 
eral was  still  sick,  he  addressed  a  third  note  (o  Hr.  Hob- 
ble, respectful  in  lerms^  though  urging  a  reply  so  as  lo 
supersede  ihe  necessity  of  moving  a  resolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  Hr.  J.  said. 
Ibis  last  note  had  brought  forth  the  letter  which  he  held 
in  hiihandiand,  that  he  might  do  noinjuttlce  lothe  wri- 
ter, he  would  read  it  for  ihe  informsllon  of  the  House. 

[Here  Mr.  J.  read  a  letter  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, dated  9th  of  March,  1830.] 

Hr.  J.  Slid  it  was  only  lo  the  latter  sentence  thai  he  de- 
sired to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  lo  witi  •■  Two 
"of your  applications  have  been  disposed  of>  and  com- 
■<  munications  wriiten  respecting  them,  either  yesterday 
■■or  lo-dsy.  As  to  the  third,  justice  wilt  be  done  to  it  in 
•■  iti  due  order)  but  self-respect  precludes  the  Depart- 
■■  ment  from  giving  any  assurance  more  specific,  after  tbe 
"  intimation  contained  in  the  conclusion  of  your  note. 
S,  R.  HOBBIE." 

Hr.  J.  said,  upon  ihis  subject  he  had  one  remark  to 
make,  which  was,  that  he  had  been  forewarned,  before 
he  came  here,  that  an  opponent  of  the  present  sdminis- 
tralion  would  not  be  listened  to  at  the  Departments,  and 
that  one  of  the  itrongesi  objeciions  he  hid  to  meet,  du> 
ring  the  last  fall  election,  was  Ihe  unprincipled  doctrine 
promulged,  thata  friend  of  Ihe  administration  could  ac 
complishmore  for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents  than  one 
who  was  opposed  to  it.  This  doctrine  he  had  cumbited, 
and  Buecenfutly,  loo,  as  striking  at  Ihe  integrity  of  the 
re  present  stive,  as  well  is  the  liberties  of  ibe  people;  it 
was  for  thii  House  to  siy  how  firlhey  would  connive  at 
and  sanction  Ibis  insolent  stiempt  to  carry  out  this  detest- 
able principle,  that  the  constituents  of  thoae  who  are  loo 
independent  to  be  bribed  into  the  support  ofmeasures  in- 
consistent with  their  opinions  are  not  to  receive  Justice 
St  tl)e  hands  of  their  Government. 

Hr.  J.  said  he  would  move  the  followingresolulion,  aa 
a  duly  to  hit  consllluenls,  believing  that  the  committee 
would  not  be  governed  by  similar  feelings: 

Raolvtd,  Thst  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
oF  directing  an  sit erali on  to  be  made  in  Ihe  transport  ation 
of  the  mail  between  Prince  Frederick  and  Si.  Leonard's, 
in  Calvert  county,  Maryland, 

Objeciions  being  made,  Mr.  JENIFER  moved  lo  sus- 
pend llie  rules  for  the  purpose  indlcsted. 

Hr.  WISE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  withdrew 
tbe  call  at  the  suggestion  of  several  members. 

On  motion  ofHr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina, 

The  Houae  Ihen  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  MiacB  II. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  6nt  himneas  lo 

order  ins  the  report  of  the  Commillee  of   Election* 
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upon  the  conteiled  eleclion  from  North  Carolina.  At 
Iheii^oununenlnf  the  Home  on  yciterdajr,  KgenllemKn 
fron  ManUnd  (Hr.  JibitkbI  had  mored  to  auqiend 
the  ruletbrtbepurpotcof  ■nabUnghlmto  nibmila  rew- 
lutioni  and  (he  quettion  would  be  on  the  auipeniioa  or 
th«  ruin  for  the  purpoae  itated. 

Mr.  JENIFER  called  Tor  the  reading  of  the  rewjlution, 
and  the  nme  vu  read,  aa  foliowi: 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  oa  the  Poit  Office  and 
Poat  Boadi  be  initrucled  lo  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  alteration  in  the  (raniportation  of  the  mail 
between  Prince  Frederiekand  St.  Lconard'a,  in  CslTert 
county,  Karjland. 

Hr.  TCIBRILL  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  niya  on  the 
motion  to  auipcnd  the  rulci]  which  were  ordered, 
and  werei  Teai  68,  naya  115. 

So  the  notion  of  Ur.  JaBiiia  waa  negalircd. 
COLTITATION  OF  COTTON. 

Mr,  ADAHS,  initnieled  by  the  Committee  on  Mana- 
faeturca,  aaked  the  conaent  of  the  Houm  to  aubmit  (be 
rollowin^  reaoluiion: 

ileniberf.  That  25,000  copieaofthe  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treawry  relating  lo  the  cultivation  and  manu- 
faeture  of  cotton,  with  the  tabular  autement  annexed 
thereto,  be  printed,  under  (hedireciion  of  the  Secrc(ary 
oftheTraaaury,  for  (he  uaeof  the  Rouie. 

Objection  being  made,  Hr.  ADAH9  moved  to  auipend 
the  rule  to  enable  him  to  offer  hia  reiolutioni  which  vaa 
agreed  to:  Tea*  104,  nayi  36. 

The  reiolution  waa  then  receivedi  ar>d  the  CHAIB 
(tated  that,  under  the  rule,  it  would  lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  ADAUSadfcrted  to  the  tmporlanceof  the  report, 
it  being  on  a  aubject  intereiting  to  every  portion  of  the 
country.  Aa  the  papera  were  now  in  the  handa  of  the 
printer,  and  if  an  iddilional  number  ahould  he  ordered,  it 
ahould  be  done  al  once,  he  mured  to  conaider  the  reao- 
lution  at  that  limei  which  waa  azreed  to. 

Mr.  WILLIAH9  moved  to  atrike  out  3i,000  and  inarrt 
10,000  CDpieti  which  waa  negatived. 

Mr.  HOWELL  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  and  the  accompanying 
docomenti,  but  the  Houae  negatived  the  call. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  ofNorth  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
(h«  reaolution  by  airiking  out  35,000  and  inaertirg  15,000 
copieat  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  DUNLAP  moved  further  to  amend  the  reaolu- 
tion by  ppopoaingto  print  10,000  copiea  of  (h«  report  of 
the  aeiecl  committee  of  the  laal  aeaaion,  on  the  Mbjeel 
ofthe  Weat  Point  Academy. 

I'^beCTIAIRdeaidedthia  motion  out  of  order. 

The  reaolution  of  Mr.  AoAHa  waaagreedto,  wamend 
ed. 

KENTUCKT    A5TLUH    FOR    THE     DEAF    AJ*D 
POHB. 

Hr.  HARLAN  aiked  (he  indulgence  ofthe  Houie  to 
permit  him  to  aubmit  a  reaolution  of  inquiry.  Some 
yeara  aince,  aaid  Mr.  H.,  Congresa  granted  to  the  Ken- 
lucky  Aaylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb  a  town- 
ahip  uf  land,  to  be  jocalcd,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  in  either  of  the  Territories, 
on  landa  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  extinguiih- 
ed.  The  loeationa  had  been  made  in  the  Territory  of 
Florid*.  The  time  allowed  by  the  act  for  miking  aaie 
of  the  landa  Ihm  granted  and  located  waa  about  expi- 
ring) but,  from  cauaea  not  neceaaary  to  be  then  men- 
tioned, (but  which,  he  doubled  not,  when  knnwn, 
woald  be  entirely  latiaftclory,)  more  than  one  fourth  of 
the  grant  remained  unsold.  It  waa  the  desire  of  the 
truatees  of  that  institution  that  further  time  be  allowed 
f<H' the  sale  of  the  remainder  of  the  grant.  [ 

Objections  being  made  to  the  iolrvduction  of  Ibe  nt-  I 


r  the  landa  granted  to  ai 


olution,  the  rules  of  the  Houae,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HAR- 
LAN, were  suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  following 
reaolution: 

Betehtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiary  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the  incorpora- 
ted Kentucky  Aiylum  for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb 
further  time  to  make  sale  of  the  landi 
inatltutton  by  Congrei*. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  HARLAN  moved  a  tui- 
l>ension  of  the  rulei  which  waa  carried,  and  the  reaolu- 
tion WM  submitted. 

Hr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  objected  to  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutioni  when  it  wss  agreed  to. 

Hr.  JARVIS  rose  to  aubmit  a  motion.  He  waa  oppO' 
sed  to  making  fish  of  one  and  fleah  of  another.  He 
vnled  Metinit  auapending  the  rulea  in  order  to  enable 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jiiivia]  to  aubmit 
hia  reaolution.  Sioce  that  vote,  however,  the  Houae 
had  indulged  aevaral  gentlemen  in  aimilar  motions.  He 
moved,  therefore,  to  rceonaider  the  vote  whereby  the 
House  had  refused  to  suipsnd  the  rules,  on  the  motion 
of  Hr.  JiRiTi*. 

The  motion  was  received  and  laid  over. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion made  by  Mr.  Sr^BBLiiB,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  propoaition  to  allow  Ur.  Newland  leave  to 
appear  by  eounael,  in  the  prosecution  of  hia  claim  to  the 
seat  in  the  Houae  at  present  occupied  by  Mr.  Gminur. 

Ur.  BODLDIN  said  it  had  not  been,  nir  waa  it  then, 
hia  dcaign  to  detain  the  Rouse  more  thsn  s  very  few 
minutesi  and  he  would  not  have  spoken  at  sll,  had  it 
not  been  to  reply  to  some  remarka  which  fell  from  the 

5entlem*n,rrora  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Amtbohi]  yester- 
ayi  which  werr,  that  every  gentleman  who  had  voted 
for  counsel  on  that  occasion  gave  ■  vote  to  dliparaga 
the  petitioner.  Mr.  B.  had  before  voted  (or  couniel, 
and  would  again  vote  for  id  but  he  protested  against 
the  idea  that  that  vote  waa  a  diapangemcnt  of  the  peti- 
tioner. He  did  not  consider  it  a  diaparagement  of  any 
gentleman  lo  want  counsel.  He  might  need  counsel 
rilmself  in  some  cases:  he  might  need  it  in  relation  to  the 
Ibwi  ofNorth  Carolina,  because  he  had  never  been  un- 
der the  necessity  of  eiamin'mg  those  liwa,  and  was  un- 
prepared to  make  «  decision  in  relation  to  them.  Thejr 
had  a  vast  deal  of  businesa  on  hand,  bealdrs  the  con- 
teitcd  election,  which  called  for  their  investigstion. 
That  being  the  case,  he  thought  no  gentleman  should 
be  unwilling  to  hear  the  arguments  of  any  counsel  that 
might  be  introduced.  A  gentleman  might  no(  be  able 
to  argue  a  legal  question,  and  still  he  might  do  ample 
justice  (o  his  conatituenta.  He  did  not  understand  that 
Mr.  JelTeraon  was  a  great  debater;  yet  he  did  not  think 
any  gentleman  would  say  that  he  was  not  able  lo  repre- 
sent bis  conatituenta.  Again:  Lord  Coke  aaya  (hat  b 
man  is  not  so  wise  in  his  own  matters  as  in  those  of 
other  persons.  It  had  been  said  ihat  they  were  the 
counsel  for  the  petitioner,  as  welt  as  the  judges.  He 
would  ask  gentlemen  if  they  would  go  into  a  court  of 
justice,  and  trust  to  the  judges  to  be  their  counsel  alto- 
gether.' Did  judges  prepare  themselves  for  every  case 
which  came  before  them*  He  thought  not.  Bethought 
there  was  no  better  way  of  proceeding  in  such  esses 
than  by  hearing  the  arguments  on  both  sidest  they  would 
then  be  able  to  decide  between  them,  and  decide  cor- 
rectly. He  thought  that  much  the  best  and  wfeit  planj 
because,  when  gentlemen  became  entangled  in  an  argu- 
ment, they  aeldom  ever  gave  it  up,  whether  ii  was  right 
'~  wrong.  They  were  then  better  capable,  in  his  opin- 
t,  to  judge  of  the  case,  after  hearing  each  ofthe  par- 
lies, setting  forth  their  own  pretenaions  in  the  beat  pos- 
aible  light.     He  did  not  consider  it  a  disparagement  to 
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my  ihat  the;  lud  not. lime  to  make  kq  inquiry  into  the 
nukiler,  It  wu,  to  bo  lure,  their  duty  to  eumine  every 
quutlon  which  ume  bcrore  themt  but  there  were  other 
^UMtiont  which  called  their  attention,  of  more  iai)>Dr' 
tance  lo  the  people  geoerally  tban  the  one  pending. 
Ha  did  aot  know  wheucr  the  pelilionin;  fcentleoian  did 
or  did  not  waat  coumcl)  but  if  he  did,  Mr.  B.  would 
nlber  bear  a  gentleoMn  argue  the  cauic  who  bad  made 
it  hia  particular  buitneaa  to  atudy  the  law*  of  North  Car- 
olina, than  any  one  etie.  He  did  not  wiih  to  disparage 
any  onei  and  be  conaidered  it  no  disparagement  Id  lay 
that  the  petitioner  vaa  not  able  to  argue  bit  came  on 
the  Boor.  If  the  aitting  member  wa*  to  aak  for  couniel, 
he  would  graat  it  to  him.  But  if  the  Houie  would  nut 
allow  the  petitioner  couniel,  ha  would  lay  this  much: 
that  lie  would  appropriate  m  much  of  hi*  lima  aa  he 
conT«niciitly  could  to  the  cooMderaiion  of  hia  caae. 
Theae  conleated  eleeiiona  were  luppoaed  to  be  aa  much 
pi^itical  quealiona  ai  any  othera  which  came  before  the 
Houae,  and  in  which  party  feeling  were  ai  likely  to 
become  eoliated  aa  in  any  othera.  In  sucb  caaca,  when 
couniel  wa*  admitted,  and  they  heard  the  argument  on 
both  aidei,  tboie  who  aat  itill  and  tialened  to  tlie  argU' 
menta  were  much  more  capable  of  judging  correctly 
Iban  thoac  who  might  participate  in  the  debate.  Ha 
had  no  doubt  but  that,  by  hearing  the  argumenta  of  men 
who  bad  made  the  lawa  of  Nortb  Carotina  their  particu- 
lar itudy,  gentlemen  eoald  come  to  a  aatii&wtory  con- 
oluiion,  which  could  acareely  be  arrircd  at  in  any  other 
way.  He  waa  aoquaintad  wild  ibe  aiiling  member,  but 
the  peiitioae*  waa  a  atranger  ta  him)  although,  if  they 
looked  to  parly,  the  petitioner  belonged  .to  die  party 
with  which  be  generally  roted.  Betweao  those  two 
genltemen  he  wa*  prepared  lojudge  imparlially;  and  he 
ahould  like  to  hear  the  argument  of  lome  one  whote 
buiineii  it  wu  to  let  the  matter  in  a  proper  light)  he 
would  then  bo  able  to  judge, 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  laid,  if  he  understood  tbe  queation 
aright,  it  was  simply  whether  the  House  would  recon- 
sider tbe  TDle  whereby  eounsei  had  been  rejected.  That 
question  bad  taken  up  the  time  of  the  Houae  day  after 
(hty,  when  it  mijrbt  have  been  eneompaaied  in  a  ntit- 
ahcll.     He  therciore  moved  the  prsTious  queation. 

Ur.  PARKEB  inquired  of  tbe  Chair  what  Ibe  main 
queation  would  be. 
.  The  CHAIR  sUted  tbe  case  aubsUntially  aa  followa! 
A  member  from  New  York,  by  the  uoinimoua  consent 
of  tbe  House,  submitted  a  motion  that  the  petiiioner  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  Ibe  House.  An  smendmeni  was  of- 
fered thereto)  and  upon  thia  amendment  a  vote  was 
taken,  and  it  waa  rejected.  The  queation  now  pending 
Was  a  motion 'lo  reconiider  the  vote  by  which  the 
amendoienl  was  rejeetei).  The  Chair  was  iberefore  of 
opinion  that  the  previoua  question,  if  snitained,  would 
cut  off  the  amendment  and  the  nation  to  reconnder, 
and  bring  ihe  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  tbe  ori^nal 
proposition. 

Xr.  HUNTaUAN  then  withdrew  his  demand  for  Ihe 
prerioua  queation,  and  eipreued  a  hope  that  the  ques- 
tion would  be  taken  without  further  diicuHion. 

Mr.  BVNUM  wid,  before  be  proceeded  to  submit  any 
further  remarka  on  the  subject  then  before  the  House, 
he  would  move  Ihat  the  orders  ofthe  day  be  ampended, 
fur  ihB  purpose  of  proceeding  with  action  od  the  North 
Cirolina  conteatcd  Flection. 

[The  SPiiKsa  said  that  the  Ume  for  its  diseuHlon  had 
not  yet  expired,  and  that  ihe  gentleman  might  proceed 
to  diacuia  it  until  the  expiration  of  Ibe  hour  allotted  to 
that  subject.] 

Mr.  BvaoM  laid  he  would  then  beg  the  indulgence  of 

tbe  Houae  to  submit  a  few  remarka  to  its  oonaderalion, 

in  add  tion  to  what  he  had  before  mid,  and  in  reply  to 

what  bad  &llen  from  tcraral  honorable  gentlemen  who 
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had  oppoeed  the  amendment  which  he  bad  the  honor  to 
propose  to  Ihe  reiolulion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

He  was  truly  aorry  that  that  amendment  hid  given 
birth  to  such  a  btitudinoua  and  proiracled  diicunion  aa 
had  grown  out  of  it.  He  had  not  expected,  when  he 
firit  Bubaiitted  the  amendment,  that  it  would  have  met 
with  any  serious  objection  from  any  qusrter  of  the 
House,  and  he  regretted  to  le*  it  coming  from  Ihe 
quarters  that  it  did. 

The  worthy  and  honorable  member  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  H^aSiH,]  he  believed,  was  the  first  to  make  war 
on  tbe  amendment  Ihat  he  had  offcredi  and  had,  be 
thought,  by  his  opposition,  been  Inslrumeniil  in  mis- 
leading the  House  in  a  degree.  That  gentleman  had 
aaid  that  the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  vat  the  customary  and  ordinary  motion  that 
was  made  on  such  occasions.  In  that,  however,  he 
would  ahow  that  the  gehtlemati  wu  totally  mistaken. 
The  ordinary  notion  or  resolution  on  such  occaaiona 
wat  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  the  gentleman  had  sla- 
ted. Mr.  B.  laid  he  had  not  moved  hia  amendntent 
without  the  eontidtation  orauibority  or  precedent.  He 
had  referred  to  the  whole  history  of  contested  eleoliona 
in  thai  House,  and  there  had  not  been  a  single  case  ia 
which  counsel  bad  been  refuied  the  petitltHter,  when 
applied  for,  Tbe  whole  number  of  contested  eleotioDB 
that  had  taken  place  in  it  was  forty-two,  but  for  the 
laat  twelve  contested  elections  counsel  hsd  not  been 
aiked)  but  when  applied  for  heretofore,  said  Mr.  B., 
they  had  been  granted  in  the  following  form,  and  not  in 
that  aa  slated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tacky.  Ha  would  read  from  tlie  journali  of  tbe  Ho4ne, 
in  the  caie  of  the  contested  election  from  New  Jeney, 
in  1789. 

"Mr.  8ency  moved  that  Wednesday  next  be  assigned 
for  tbe  partlea  lo  appear  and  be  heaid  by  their  counael 
before  the  Houae,  of  which  Dotlae  should  be  givem  and 
thit  the  committee  he  discharged." 

The  next  case  took  place  in  1793.  It  was  Ihe  caae 
from  Georgia,  of  Jackson  vs.  Wayne,  which  he  found  in 
Ihe  following  words: 

•■  The  6<h  of  Pebruary  waa  aasigned  by  tbe  House  for 
the  trial  ofthe  ciusei  but  by  tbe  agreement  of  Ihe  par. 
ties,  and  on  tbe  application  of  the  petitioner,  it  waa 
postponed  lo  Ihe  37ih  of  February,  1793.  On  that  day 
it  was  further  continued  by  Ihe  sitting  member  to  the 
10th  of  March,  and  on  which  day  leave  was  granted  to 
the  sitting  member  to  be  heard  by  his  couniel  at  the 
bar  ofthe  House." 

The  other  case  to  which  be  had  before  referred  waa 
from  Virginia— the  ease  of  Moore  vs.  Lewis.  Tbii  waa 
in  ISU. 

"On  the  lit  of  March,  1804,"  (says  tbe  journal,) 
"  ihc  committee  waa  discharged)  and  resolved,  tliat  the 
Memorialist  and  the  aitting  member,  if  they  desire  it,  be 
heard  by  counsel  before  tlie  bar  of  the  House.  Mr. 
Jones,  the  coumel  of  Major  Lewii,  then  ipoke  in  favor 
of  his  right  to  his  seat."  Since  that  lime,  Ur.  B.  said, 
a  practice  bid  grown  up,  and  bad  been  generally  acqui- 
esced in,  that  bad  meaiurably  done  away  with  Ihe  ap- 
pearance of  counsel  vita  voce,  but  that  the  petitioners  and 
silting  memben  hsd  been  rn  the  practice  of  aubmitling 
tbeir  defence  in  writing,  in  the  shape  of  memorials,  and 
had  had  them  printed  and  laid  on  Ihe  desk  of  every 
member  ofthe  Houae.  The  petitioner  could  have  done 
ao  now;  but  lie  had  been  informed  by  liia  friends  it 
might  be  best  for  him  to  be  heard  by  counael,  in  con- 
formity with  the  earlier  practices  of  the  Houae. 

Mr.  B.  said,  in  Ihe  Senate  of  Ihe  United  Slates  there 
had  been  but  five  contested  elections  since  lire  organi- 
zation ofthe  Government,  r  .It 
In  1793  there  wai  a  case  from  Pennsylvanta,  of  Aioeri 
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Conlattd  Electian. 


a  the  Senile  of  ihc  United 


Gillktin,  who  wM  then  the  el<«tcd  Senator.     He  found 
in  the  journal  of  lh«  ci*tr,  Febnitrr  20.  the  foUovinK 

"  Mr.  Livermore  w«i  of  opinion  thit  the  wttiny  mem- 
der  ahould  befiii  ilie  debate.  ■■  the  omti  probcndi  lay 
with  him.  Tlie  coutikI  for  the  petitioner,  Mr.  LevM, 
ro*e:  Mr.  Lewii  hoped  thai  he  would  be  penniited  to 
nj  a  few  wordi,  in  tliti  Firly  ita^  of  the  buiineu,  in 
TtgtrA  to  the  manner  orconductinf  it,"  tc. 

Of  tiie  four  other  caaet  that  hid  aocuired,  no  counael 
hid  been  in  the  Senate. 

In  the  caie  of  Lannuui,  from  Connecliciit,  leire  bid 
been  printed  thit  he  be  heard  al  tlie  bar  of  the  Senite, 
He  appeared,  and  apnke  an  hour  or  more  in  hia  own 
behilf,  who,  he  imagined  had  been  a  lawyer  of  loiiie 
eminenee.  In  the  other  cMei  no  motiani  had  been 
mikde  of  the  kind,  and  there  bad  been  little  contnt  about 

Mr.  B.  Mid,  iuch  had  be«n  the  invariable  ou^e  of  the 
two  branche*  of  the  American  Congreaa.  Brit,  *r.  Mid 
he,  do  not  let  us  confine  oiiraeWes  to  our  own  bodyi  let 
ui  not  believe  that  we  poaien  all  the  wiidom  and  ill  the 
parliamentary  learning  in  the  nation)  let  ui  not  be  too 
much  intoxieited  with  our  own  importance  and  telf. 
■uiflcieneyi  let  ui  not  ihut  our  eyei  to  the  moiiiet  and 
reaieni  and  pnclicei  that  operate  on  and  influence 
other  pirliamrntarjr  bodiea.  Yei,  lir,  let 
our  power  and  forget  right,  ""  '*"-  "  ' 
SUlei  did  in  1S34. 

[Here  the  Speaker  shook  hi»  heid,  *»  though  he  wb> 
on  the  ere  of  calling:  Hr.  B.  to  order.] 

Mr.  B.  Mid  he  would  mike  no  illuiiooi  to  the  preunt 
Senitri  it  wu  to  the  Senate  of  1824.  [Mr.  Boob  nid  in 
1B34.]  Mr.  B.  corrected  bimieir,  and  nid  in  1834. 
That  Benite,  forgetful  of  all  that  wu  r>)(ht  and  juit,  and 
becoming  them  b>  Senaton,  had  preuimed  to  try  and 
condemn  the  President  of  the  United  Stitn  by  a  foul 
and  ignominioul  chirge,  and  which  remiUned  i«  yet  a 
blot  of  ineffible  hue  un  the  JuurniU  of  that  then  fren- 
aied  and  deluded  bodyi  and  h»  would  entreat  the  Houke 
to  take  wirnlng  from  the  example  let  by  that  unfortu- 
nate body,  and  not  to  slain  ill  journal  with  ■  resolution 
or  orden  that  would  bring  down  on  the  House  ilie  de- 
nunciations of  erery  unprejudiced  freeman  in  the  coun- 
try. But,  lit,  Mid  Hr.  B.,  what  are  the  feelings  and 
motire*  and  reuona  and  actions  that  govern  the  conduct 
of  other  legillatiTe  bwllei^  He  would  here  refer  to 
what  was  at  thst  very  time  going  on  in  an  adjoining 
Stile. 

"  On  the  flh  of  Mirch"  (lie  read  from  a  piper  thit 
he  then  held  in  hii  hand,  purporting  to  contain  a  report 
of  the  proceeding*  of  the  Legiilature  of  Maryland,  then 
in  aemon)  "  Mr.  McLean  presented  a  communicti'"" 
from  Samuel  Harker,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
of  the  branches  of  the  city  council  of  Baltimore, 

Sieiting  the  Legislature  to  poitpone  further  action  upon 
e  report  of  the  joint  committee  on  the  memnriala  of 
the  lufTerera  by  the  Ute  Baltimore  rioti,  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  the  corporate  authorities  of  said  city  to 
produce  and  hive  examined  before  the  comroitlee  teili- 
mony  on  their  part,  ind  also  to  be  heard  by  couniet." 

Again:  "Mr.  Pratt  submitted  an  order,  which  wai 
adopted,  directing  the  Clerk  of  the  Houw  to  inform  the 
corporate  luthorities  of  Baltimarc  that  ThiirMliiy  next 
hai  been  assigned  for  hearing  the  counsel  for  the  peti- 
tioners praying  indemnityi  and  also  to  inform  Ihem  that 
the  joint  committee  on  that  subject  will  be  instructed  to 
hear  any  testimony  which  may  be  fumiahed  antecedent 
to  Ihit  day,  or  on  the  aame  day  eximinedi  and  on  the 
■amc  day  the  counael  on  their  part  will  he  heard,  if  they 


„-  -  H«' 

iered  that  the  same  practice  existed,  and  had  pre- 
railed  to  a  certain  extent,  in  almost  eveir  other  State  in 
ibe  Union,  at  different  timesi  and  he  reli^ously  believ- 
ed that  butonefeelingandoneientiment  existed  amongat 
the  people  on  tliat  subject)  there  were  none  who  <ud 
not  think  that  they  bad  a  right  to  avail  Ihemselvea  of 
counsel  before  any  tribunal  whatever,  whenever  their 
rights  or  interest*  were  aaaailed;  a  right  which  they  had 
not,  nor  ever  would  relinquiib,  while  they  retained  the 
apirit  of  freemen. 

But,  Slid  Hr.  B.,  why  ahould  we  eonfiae  ouraehes  to 
this  country,  when  others,  lew  devoted  to  thote  sacred 
rights  of  freemen,  and  less  renrdless  oT  the  liberty  and 
freedom  of  their  institutions,  tisve  evinced  tbe  moat  un- 
conquerable attachment  to  this  right  of  being  heard, 
either  in  person  or  by  coaniel.  He  had  tiken  some 
pain*  to  recur  to  the  prietice  of  the  Briiisb  Rouse  of 
Commons  in  contested  elections,  and  had  aacertainec),  by 
an  elimination  of  the  journal*  of  that  body,  and  bad 
found  there,  thit  it  had  been  the  ilmost  invariable  prac- 
tice, aince  the  first  dayi  of  "  magmt  cAo-fo,"  that  coun- 
sel hid  never  been  denied,  even  to  a  British  subject. 
He  had  found,  ai  far  back  a*  1B16,  two  reports  of  con- 
teited  eleotioni,  one  ofa  Ur.  Man  and  another  ofa  Mr. 
Whiteloek,  in  both  of  which  a  motion  w*s  made  for 
them  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  and  there  was  no  report 
of  its  having  been  objected  toi  the  right  aeemed  to  have 
been  acquiesced  in  ay  univeiaal  eonaent.  In  fact,  he 
had  fout^  searecly  an  instance  where  an  application  for 
counael  had  been  denied  in  even  the  Pirliameat  of 
Great  Britain.  There  had  been  but  one  which  he  had 
found,  and  which  he  would  exhibit  to  tbe  House.  H 
was  a  case  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  that  look  place  in  1711.  The  journals  of  the 
Houae  of  Commoni  are  sa  follows: 

■'  On  the  23d  of  February,  1711,  a  petition  of  the  free- 
men and  free  burgliera  of  tbe  borough  of  King's  Lynn, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  was  preeented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  Monday,  the  11th  of  Febru- 
ary Iwt,  being  appointed  for  chooainga  member  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  this  borough,  in  the  room  of  Robert 
Wilpole,  Em].,  expelled  the  House,  Samuel  Taylor, 
Esq.,  was  elected  their  burgesli  but  John  Bagg,  prei- 
ent  miyor  of  the  nid  borough,  refused  to  return  the 
said  Samuel  Taylor,  though  required  to  to  do,  and  re- 
turned tbe  said  Robert  Vilpole.  though  expelled  thia 
Houae,  and  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Towerj  and  praying 
the  consideration  of^thc  Houie. 

'■  March  6.  The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  of  takii^ 
into  consideration  the  merits  of  the  petition  of  the  free- 
men and  free  hurghera  of  King's  Lynn,  iti  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  motion  being  made  that  counsel  be  called 
in,  upon  a  diiiaion,  it  waa  resolved  in  the  negative." 

Such  was  the  reportof  the  contested  election  referred 
to;  and  perhap*  the  proceedings  of  no  body  had  ever 
proved  more  fatal  and  diaastrous  to  ita  authors  than  did 
theae  proceedings  prove  to  the  authors  of  (hit  Parlia- 
ment. Whit,  air,  had  been  it*  consequence'  Sir 
Robert  Wilpole  had  been  re-elected  in  the  very  teeth 
of  the  pirty  that  had  refusad  liim  counMl,  and  expelled 
him  from  Parliimentt  ind  the  contest  finally  lerminaled 
in  the  revolution  of  the  criminal  Pirliiment,  and  an  en- 
tire overthrow  of  the  party  that  were  luttiining  meia- 
urei  so  flagrant  and  iiicompitible  with  every  principle 
of  juitiee  and  libertyj  and  the  object  of  their  vengeance 
wsa  aoon  placed  at  the  very  head  of  his  pcnecutors.  By 
*ueh  a  system  of  persecution  and  injustice  was  it  tint 
Sir  Robert  Wilpole  had  been  mide  the  Prime  Miniiler 
uf  Great  Britain,  to  the  total  overthrow  and  discomfiture 
of  hi*  enemies.  That  House  should  be  aware,  he 
thought,  how  it  left  an  order  un  iti  journili,  al  that  time, 
that  ihould  require  and  justify  a  proceii  of  expunging 
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and  putifying  it*  recordi.  There  wu  a  itriking  cmc 
of  tbat  kind,  ibat  wu  held  up  w  &  beacon  to  ill  poi- 
taritj.  It  wu  the  cue  of  the  eelebnted  John  Witkei, 
tlut  ocouired  in  the  Britiih  Firliiment  on  the  17th  of 
Febniarr,  1769.  In  that  year  it  wu  that  (he  House 
of  Commoni  of  Great  Britain,  after  piaiing'  many 
onlen  and  reioluiion*,  negative  of  the  freedom  and 
■nconteaUble  righti  of  the  lubjecta  of  Great  Britain, 
did  pan  a  resohition,  not  only  of  expulsion  of  the 
victim  of  Iheir  retentment,  but  declaring  liim  incapa- 
ble of  bein^  elected  to  lerre  u  a  nember  in  Ihat  Psr- 
Nanent.  Here  the  Parlianeot  had  taken  upon  itielf 
t«  imteitigatc  the  qaaliBcalioni  and  characler  of  one  of 
ill  meiDbera,  vhich  bad  been  acquired  before  hii  cleC' 
tion.  And  bil  honorable  friend  from  Masnchuietti 
{Hr.  GaasaiLL]  had  nude  a  Urong  inlimalion  that  thii 
House  ihould  alao  take  into  consideration  the  quaiifica- 
tiona  OF  compelenec  of  the  petitioner.  For,  uid  the- 
gentleman,  (if  he  undentood  him  righlly,)  this  House 
wai  inlereiled  in  (ha  decisiunofthis  questioni  i(  wu  not 
alone  the  people  of  the  district  of  the  conteatrng  mem- 
ber that  were  iMierested.  He  wu  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  of  the  whole  nstton,  and  the  whole 
people  ofthe  country  were  to  be  sfTecled  by  his  accept, 
■nee  or  rejection  from  the  floor  of  Congress,  air, 
said  Hr.  B.,  do  not  such  declarations  involve  the  right 
of  Ihi*  House  lo  pass  on  liie  qualificationi  and  compe- 
tence of  the  contesting  memlMr  and  petitioner^  He 
ihoughl  the  inrerence  irresistible,  and  which  would 
pUce  the  House  precisely  in  (he  condition  of  that 
Parliament,  to  which  he  had  referred,  which  had  pre- 
sumed to  decide  on  the  qualification  and  incompetence 
of  one  of  its  members  to  take  a  seat  in  Its  body.  That 
WM  a  question  vKb  which  this  House  had  nothing  to  do. 
Sir,  he  eaid,  t  will  read  you  the  opinion  of  one  of  (he 
ablest  and  most  distinguisbed  men  that  England  has 
ever  produeed,  on  that  aubjecl,  and  in  relation  to  the 
character  and  body  of  that  Parliaoient.  He  hoped  (he 
House  would  pardon  him,  while  he  dwelt  for  some  mo- 
ments on  this  subject,  aa  be  conceived  it  had  a  itriking 
analogy  to  the  case  then  before  ibem,  as  well  ai  a  strong 


mention. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  B.,  in  a  speech  made  in  wpport  of  the 
fallowing  motion  submittfid  to  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
irri,  by  the  Uuka  of  Richmond,  "  that  an  bumble 
address  b«  pr«aented  to  hii  Majesty,  most  dutifully  and 
earaesily  bMeeching  his  Majeaty  that,  under  the  hte 
violaliant  of  the  ricbta  of  electtHV  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  eleotion  fiir  Htddkaes,  still  unredrcMcd,  and  in  the 
present  conSiet  vbich  hu  so  unliappily  arisen  between 
the  claims  of  privilege  of  the  House  of  Coonnon*  on  one 
aide,  and  those  of  magistracy  on  the  other,  bis  Majesty 
will,  in  bis  paternal  wiadom,  deign  to  open  the  way  to 
eompoae  lhi>  alarming  warhrci  and  that,  in  order  to 
prercnt  (be  aaid  House  uid  nation  from  Iwing  involved 
in  intemperate  diaeasaiona  of  undefined  powers,  which 
in  the  extreme  nay  endanger  (he  eonsti(ution,  and  tend 
to  shake  the  tranquillity  oTthe  kingdom,  fais  Uajeaty  will 
be  gimoioiuly  piMaed  lo  recur  to  the  recent  sense  of 
his  people,  by  disaolrir^,  after  the  end  of  Ibia  aemion, 
(be  present  Parlianeot,  and  oallint;,  with  convenient 
deapatoh,  a  now  Parliament."  ChaUum,  in  denouncing 
the  arbitrary  conduct  of  that  most  slavi^  and  nn- 
principlcd  Parliament,  in  relation  (o  their  unwarrantable 
act  in  refusing  to  hear  by  counael  or  olherwiae  the  in- 
dividtials  whose  claim*  they  bid  pused  on,  in  his  clear, 
furpible*  and  drastic  style,  is  repreaenied  u  having  used 
towuds  them  tlte  following  bold,  elegant,  and  cutting 
language.  The  extract  from  hi*  speech  wu  in  these 
wonlsi  "  The  depraved  system  ot  Goremmcnt,  which 
bad  in  a  few  years  reduced  it  from  a  moat  flourishing  l« 


iDit  miserable  condition.  He  warmly  defended  (be 
magisirales  in  (lie  conieientious  discbarge  of  (h^ir  dutyi 
that  (he  House,  in  committing  them  to  prison,  without 
hearing  (heir  defence,  upon  the  points  of  privilege,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  grmaand  palpable  act  oF  tyranny  i  that 
they  had  heard  the  prostituted  electors  of  Sboreharo,  in 
defence  of  an  agreement  to  sell  a  borough  by  auction, 
and  had  refused  to  hear  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
defence  of  the  laws  of  England;  that  their  eipunging 
by  mere  force  the  entry  of  the  recognizance  was  the 
act  of  a  mob,  not  of  a  Parliament;  thsl  it  was  solely  to 
the  measures  of  the  Government,  equally  violent  and 
absurd,  Ihal  Mr.  Wilkes  owed  all  his  importance;  that 
the  King's  ministers,  supported  by  the  slavish  concur- 
rence  ofthe  House  of  Commons,  had  at  once  made  him 
a  person  of  the  greatest  consequance  in  the  kingdami 
that  (hey,  in  effect,  had  made  him  an  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, and  representative  of  (he  county  of  Middlesei;  and 
now,  it  aeema,  they  intend  to  make  him  sheriff,  and,  in 
due  course.  Lord  Mayor  of  London;  the  proceeding  of 
the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  (hat  gentleman 
made  the  very  name  of  Parliament  ridiculous)  that  la 
save  (he  name  and  institution  of  Parliaments  from  con- 
tempt, this  House  of  Commons  tnusl  be  dissolved," 

Sir,  such  is  the  description  given  of  that  parliamen- 
tary body,  by  the  first  man  ofhlsBM,  inimKation  to  the 
proceedings  of  which  is  the  refusal  of  hearing  the  pe- 
titioner by  counsel,  at  the  bar  of  (his  House;  and  such 
is  the  language  ofa  noble  and  patriotic  Engtisliman,  de- 
nunciative ofthe  course  of  that  body,  who  undertook  to 
decide  on  the  qualification  and  competence  of  a  member 
of  the  English  Parliament,  as  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  intimated  that  we  should  do  on  this  occa- 
sion. Such  wu  the  opinion  of  that  great  and  illustrious 
man  of  that  Parliament  that  had  refused  lo  hear  counsel 
in  the  defence  of  even  a  subject  of  Great  Britain;  but  to 
show  that  House  in  what  light  the  whole  nation  of  Great 
Britain  viewed  this  conduct  of  Iheir  Pariiament  towards 
one  of  its  subjects,  the  people  ^piin  returned  the  mem- 
ber that  the  Parliament  had  expelled;  and  in  the  year 
1783,  Mr,  Wilkes,  after  several  unsuccessful  attempts, 
again  brought  forward  his  motion  lo  expunge  from  their 
journal*  the  disgraceful  proceeding  that  liad  been  enact 
ed  by  the  former  Parliament. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  after  having  been  interrupted  by  the 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  in  bringing  fbrward  his  motion, 
is  represented  again  to  have  addreased  the  Houae  u 
follow*; 

"  I  return  my  (hanks  to  the  Black  Rod,  for  so  luckily 
interposing  in  hvor  of  this  House,  when  I  might  possi- 
bly have  again  tired  them  with  the  important,  however 
•tale,  esse  of  the  Middlesex  election,  which  their 
patient  ear  bas,  for  several  years,  with  much  good  na- 
ture, sufTered.  I  will  now  make  some  return  to  their 
indulgence,  in  profiting  by  the  circumstance  of  this 
happy  interruption,  stkT not  saying  a  word  about,  Stc.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  longer  than  by  obaerving  the 
parliamentary  form  of  desiring  the  Clerk  to  read  Ibe 
reaolution  of  the  17ih  of  February,  I7€9i"  which  having 
been  complied  with,  he  then  moved  that  the  entry  of 
the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  February,  1769,  "  that 
John  Wilkes,  Esq.,  having  been  in  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment expelled  ibis  House,  was,  and  la.  Incapable  of 
being  elected  a  member  to  serve  In  Ibe  present  Psriia- 
ment,  might  be  expunged  from  their  journals.  It  being 
subveruve  of  Ihe  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  the  elect- 
ors of  this  kingdom."  This  motion  was,  after  some 
opposition  from  Ihe  late  Mr.  Tax,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  and  from  the  late  Lord  Melville,  then  Lord  Advo- 
cate for  Scotland,  Ibe  former  of  whom  had  strenuously 
supported  Ihe  whole  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  respect  to  Ihe  Middlesex  elec- 
tion, carried,  on  a  division,  1S5  to  47.     Mr-  Wilkes,  u 
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soon  u  the  question  wh  diapowd  of,  mored  •■'  that  the 
dcclantiona,  orders,  *nd  reaolutioni  of  the  Huiur,  r«- 
■pectlng  hli  election  fta  the  county  of  Uiddlesex,  M  • 
void  election,  the  due  and  \egt\  election  of  Ur.  Luttrell 
into  Paiiiament,  for  the  Mid  county,  and  hia  own  inca- 
pacity to  be  elected  a  member  to  aerve  in  the  aaid  Vu- 
liamenl,  be  expunged/'  whlsh  motion  irai,  for  tb* 
reoaon  abore  gioen,  "  carried,  without  a  dlviMon." 

Thus  lerminaled,  nid  Mr.  B.,  one  of  Ibe  moit  extra- 
ordinary trantictiona  of  modem  dale.  Not  only  the 
condemnatory  resolution  of  Mr.  Wilkei,biiteTery  "dec- 
laration, order,  and  resolution, "  reapecting  it,  were  efTa- 
oed  from  the  journib  of  the  Houae  of  Coramoni,  by  *. 
vote  without  a  diTiaian.  Yte,  lir,  tbia  ■•  the  true  biitor; 
of  tlie  proceeding!  of  a  le^alatira  body  that  bad  reftiaed 
to  bear  a  lubjecl  of  Great  Dcitain,  in  defence  of  their 
righia.  It  which  the  apirit  of  Engliahmen  reroltedt  and 
how  can  ve  expect  it  tobe  tolerated  in  free  AnericaF  It 
waa  against  nicb  arbitrarv  acta  that  Ibe  whole  iMlion  of 
Great  Drilain  waa  arouaed  aa  OHe  man,  and  never  alept 
nor  abated  until  the  foul  itain  upon  tbe  reeorda  of  ber 
hiatory  wat  wiped  clean. 

For  the  act  which  ve  are  now  about  to  commit,  then, 
in  derc^tlon  of  the  rigfaia  of  one  of  our  eiliiena,  we 
have  no  precedent,  eilber  in  Great  BriUun  or  Americai 
and  let  no  man,  who,  by  hi)  vote,  aanctionathia  act,  apeak 
in  future  in  diaapprobalion  of  that  highhanded  measure 
that  bu  lo  recently  taken  plaoe  in  another  body,  to  tbe 
disgrace  of  liiia  nation,  and  in  derogatiifn  of  the  moat  sa- 
cred rights  of  ihis  House.  He  most  lincerely  believed 
the  act  that  the  House  wasabout  to  commit  was  equally 
repu^anl  to  the  righta  of  the  citiaena,  and  Incompatible 
with  tbe  spirit  and  genius  of  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try, aa  that  recently  committed  by  another  body.  He 
could  not  perceivehow  any  man  could  reconcile  it  lohim- 
self  to  advocate  the  one  and  oppose  the  other. 

The  precedents  that  be  had  refcrred  to,  both  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  were  in  favor  of  the  grealeat  latitude 
^eing  given  to  Ibe  bearing  el  the  prayers  of  petitioners, 
without  objections  to  hearing  counsel,  with  but  two  ex- 
cepliona,  which  occurred  In  Ibe  British  Parlrament,  and 
wJ  lie  h  after  wards  met,  aa  he  had  shown,  with  tbesignaldia- 
■pprobalion  of  the  English  nation.  As  to  the  practice, 
tbeii,  of  this  body,  the  Seoate,  the  English  Parliament, 
and  the  different  Lrgislaturea  of  the  Stales,  the  whole 
weight  of  precedents  waa  in  favor  of  granting  CMinael  to 
the  petitioner,  as  he  had  asked. 

Hr.  B.  said,  having  gotten  through  with  the  referencea 
lo  the  long.standing  practices  of  almost  every  leglalalive 
body  on  the  subject,  be  would  then  call  tbe  attention  of 
the  House  to  tome  of  the  grounds  taken,  and  a^umenti 
assumed,  by  different  gentlemen  who  bad  stepped  for- 
ward to  oppose  the  right  which  the  petitioner  had  to  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  bv  counsel,  and  could  but 
confeastbathe  had  not  been  a  tittle  astonished  at  the  op- 
position that  had  been  made  to  what  he  conceived  to  be 
•o  reasonable  an  application,  coming,  as  part  of  it  had, 
from  a  quarter  that  it  did.  He  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  theoppoiition  that  had  been  made  to  it  by  the  twa 
honorable  members  from  Massachusetts,  (be  one  on  bis 
left  [Mr.  Riui}aDdtbeotherontheright[Ur.GRii>i<Ei,L,] 
From  what  be  had  seen,  and  heard  of  elsewhere,  the 
freedom  of  speei^  and  the  rights  of  the  citUeo  had  but 
liltje  to  expect  frcm  thai  quarter)  it  was  not  a  source  from 
which  he  hsd  been  taughl  to  expect  much  favor  of  the 
r^ts  and  privileges  oftbe  commonality  of  tbe  freemen 
ol  this  country.  He  bed  not,  tbcrelore,  been  at  all  aur- 
prlsed,  he  repeated  it,  at  the  opposition  from  (hat 
quarter,  to  the  extension  or  security  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  this  country. 

The  firit  gentleman  from  Maitaebusetlt,  who  had  ad- 
drcMed  the  House  in  opposilion  to  the  amendment, 
[Ur.  Bn*,}  had  stated  tMt  it  vould  be  id  uDKoenary 


eonsumpCion  of  tbe  tiose  of  tbe  House  lo  bear  counsel. 
Hr.  B,  doubled  very  mach  if  tbe  time  of  tbe  Hous* 
would  not  he  greatly  saved  by  the  hearing  of  the  oouti- 
sel  of  the  parties  and  then  aclinir  on  it,  without  (he  Housa 
mingling  in  the  dcbat«  itself.  The  member*,  by  becom- 
ing advocates  of  the  different  nartles,  might  imbibe, 
imperceptibly,  be  thought,  feeLngs  and  intenats  that 
arose  by  the  excitement  of  the  ditcusnon,  which  render- 
ed them  often,  in  his  Judgment,  HKOmpctent  judges  of 
the  matters  and  &cts  submitted  to  their  eoniidciation. 
Tbe  same  gentleman  had  said  Ibat  there  were  lawyer* 
enough  in  the  House  to  do  the  parlies  rastice. .  So  he 
thou^t)  but  did  that  gesitleman  think  that,  anHbtlbe 
miilliplieity  of  business  in  that  House,  eaefa  lawyer 
was  going  to  take  the  pains  to  oon  over  the  Tartous  M*ti 
ute  lavra  of  tbe  State  from  which  the  election  was  con. 
tested,  to  prepare  himself,  not  only  (o  decide  for  bim. 
-self,  according  to  the  tequiaitions  of  the  several  aiatulea, 
but  to  enable  hioiaetf  to  convince  others,  and  lo  bring 
theHottse  toe  just  decision  on  tbe  same  subject?  Boch 
a  preaumption  be  thought  fallacioai  in  the  exlr«mei  the 
fact,  however  passible,  to  him  sppeared  most  imprvb- 
able,  that  each  member  diouhl  se  infurm  himself. 

Another  gentleman  from  Uassaohuaetts[Hr.GKaRaaLi] 
b»d  said  that  if  it  Ittd  been  a  case  in  which  tbeinlerest 
of  a  private  individual  alone  was  concerned,  it  might, 
under  certain  drcumstsnces,  be  proper  to  grant  couiuel. 
In  this  the  honorable  member  from  Penn^lvanla  had 
also  Goncurredi  and  much,  too,  to  his  wtonishmenl,  as 
that  gentleman  came  from  a  quarter  of  tlie  country 
where  the  highest  regard  wu  profeaed  Ibr  the  lacred 
rigfau  of  an  American  cit'oen.  The  Btemness  of  the 
democracy  of  that  Stale  waa  proveriiial-,  end  their  dcvo* 
tion  lo  the  untrammelled  rights  of  freemen.  Sir,  upon 
that  position,  flake  issue  with  both  Ibe  hooorable  gen- 
tleman from  Hassachnaettj^  [Hr.  Gaaawiu,]  end  tbe 
gentleman  from  Fcnnsjlvama,  [Hr.  Aaraaai.]  I  oon. 
lend  that,  where  the  applicant  has  chargv,  not  oaly  of 
his  own  interest,  but  of  the  interest  of  msny  tbouaandtk 
the  increated  magnitude  of  tbe  subject  Justifies  the  grant- 
ing the  privilege  to  be  heard  by  counael  by  reasons  fa* 
more  cogent  thsn  it  would  in  a  case  of  a  private  ehnm, 
a*  contended  for  by  the  two  honorable  gentlemen.  It, 
he  said,  arose  oat  of  the  very  nature  of  things. 

The  petitioner  ml^t  fwl  perftetly  disposed  to  hai- 
ard  his  own  olaimai  on  his  own  private  efTortai  but  he 
ahould  certainly  be  more  diStdent  in  perillmg  tbe  clainM 
and  interests  of  fbrly.4even  thousand  four  hundred  aoula 
upon  efforts  in  which  be  was  himself  conscious  of  hii 
own  deficiency.  II  did  appear  to  him,  therefore,  that 
tbe  reason*  were  infinitely  more  forcible  in  fiivor  of 
granting  the  privilege  to  be  heard  by  counsel  in  the  lat- 
ter than  in  tlie  former  case,  and  that  it  was  due  from 
the  House  to  grant  iti  be  oould  by  no  pmeesa  of  rsMM 
thaihe  wasmaster  of  bring liimselrolherwiseto believe. 
He  had  listened,  with  some  patience.to  hear  what  eonM 
poasbl^  b«  advanced  in  oppcaition  to  a  praetiee  that 
had  existed  so  long,  and  that  had  never  before  been  de< 
nied  to  any  free  citizen  of  the  republict  but  he  had  lia< 
tened  in  vain;  for  not  aa  argument  htid  been  advanced 
that  could  possibly  have  the  least  weight  with  tbe  most 
superficial  undemanding.  The  difference  thai  gentle- 
men bad  attempted  to  make  between  a  private  grievance 
and  a  public  one  was  only  the  difference  between 
"tweedle  dee  and  Iweedle  dum;"  and  was  only  c«1ctil»- 
tedtoc^uiet  their  own  minds  fiw  the  eommiHion  of  an 
act  of  injustice  hitherto  unpreoedented  in  the  annate 
of  this  body. 

But  what,  to  him,  appeared  still  more  extraordinary, 
if  any  thing  could  possibly  be  so,  was  the  tinofflcioast 
^  declaration,  no  doubt,  of   tbe  honorabl* 
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r,  ind  who  h«d,  on  every  oeoMuMit  ihovn  in  un- 
.  aiiMinKbiMtilitytohiiolBini*.  Tint gcnltenun had 
bcmi  kind  enough  to  offer  Ihe  petitioner  hli  aid  on  that 
floor,  and,  with  the  honorable  member  from  Kentuckf, 
(Hr.  HiBDiK,}  tfaou^t  the  petitioner  vould  be  nfe  ia 
comnittiKK  hi*  intereit  in  their  handa.  He  believed  the 
two  gentlemen  from  HauachuMlti  [Henri.  Riu  and 
Obibviu]  had,  in  aubitaDee,  aaid  the  aamei  all  of 
wboM  noM  violentlf  oppoaed  the  clainu  oT  tiis  |>eti< 
liooer ;  but  tbejr  would  tee  that  hii  right»  tbould  be 
protcoled  t  that  he  iboiM  not  want  for  the  aid  of  coun- 
•eL  Sir,  (*aid  Hr.  B.,)  ii  not  tliia  momtroua!  Would 
it  notbemch  care  h  the  lion  would  extend  to  the  lambf 
Tbe^  lake  into  their  handi  the  proteotion  of  the  rightt 
of  a  poliiioal  adTeraaryi  they  are  lo  aee  that  juttice  ii 
to  be  done  the  petidoner.  Do  they  beliere  that  the  pe- 
titioner ia  M  muoh  of  a  ohlld  aa  to  place  hia  reliance  on 
aucb  auppon  and  protection  r  Surely  theae  gentlemen 
UBderrate  DHich  Ihe  good  Mnic  not  only  of  the  petitioner, 
but  of  others,  when  tbej  thui  apeak. 

Hr.  B.  *aid  that  he  moat  cordially  agreed  with  Ihe 
aentimenlf  eipreiaed  Ihe  other  day  by  bii  honorable 
collearae,  [Hr.  A.  H.  SnirpaaD,]  that  he  felt  deeply 
BtortiGed  that  U  wa*  *  diiien  of  North  CaroUna  that  wai 
Id  be  made  the  first  victim  of  the  arbitrary  act  of  Ibii 
Hooiet  be  could  ny  that  he  wai  not  only  morliHed  to 
wHnen  the  illibenlity  and  injuitice  done  to  one  of  the 
eiliien*  of  a  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repreaenl 
In  part  on  that  flom-,  but  that  he  felt  indignant  at  it,  and 
thought  every  meuber  from  that  State  •bwild  reaenl  it 
in  Ihe  maat  proaipt  and  deleimined  maDDCr.  He  Tiewed 
it  ae  an  tnauft  to  tho  State,  and  a«  a  Tiohtnn  of  one  of 
Ibe  UMNt  Mtted  righte  at  ber  eiij>eni^  iganM  which 
every  nan  of  flpjril  and  resentment  ehould  proteat  inlho 
noit  iolemn  manner. 

Hr.  B.  Mid  it  was  not  ao  muoli  the  violation  of  the  right 
of  the  petitioner  alone,  aninat  which  he  had  contmd- 
«d,  and  which  he  thought  of  auoh  magnitude  to  the 
country  at  large,  but  it  wa*  against  the  principle,  and 
the  adoption  of  wch  a  precedent  in  that  House,  that 
night  be  quoted  in  fiilure  time  to  juitify  Ihe  moit  cry- 
ing injultice  towards  an  American  cilizeng  but  for  that, 
he  would  not  turn  on  hia  heels  for  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  that  be  bad  bad  the  honor  to  propose;  but 
be  did  believe  that  it  involved  a  great  principle,  direetly 
~'  — IT  with  the  spirit  and  Mnius  of  oonatitulional  liberty, 


Ibis  House  should  be  the  last  plaoe  to  abridg«  that  right. 
The  freedom  of  speech  was  a  right  that  he  believed  was 
•ecured  and  held  aacred  under  our  eonstitutional  6ov- 
emmcnt,  and  Ihe  denial  lo  hear  by  eeuniel  wit,  to  him, 
•n  uHueMioaablfl  abridgemeDt  of  IbM  freedom,  as  a 
ease  mgbt  oeear  wbereonecovldnotspeak  for  himself. 
He  was  aorry  that  to  much  time  had  been  eoMums d 
in  the  diMustiBn  of  h  mere  prelimimify  question.  Had 
it  Mt  involved  eonaider>Kona  which,  to  hts  mind,  ap- 
peared of  the  grcatcat  iTppoftance,  be  would  have  con- 
tented himself  l>y  giving  a  mere  rilent  vote.  He  waa  in 
bope^  however,  that  the  Honas  would  see  ibe  injustice 
mboul  to  be  inflicted  on  Ihe  petitioner,  not  only  by  the 
refusal  of  eouitsel  to  him,  but  by  the  procrastination  of 
a  deoisioa  of  this  suhject.  The  eilitens  of  thst  district 
were  anxiously  looking  to  the  tetmination  of  this  contest  i 
•lid  be  thought  it  due  to  them,  from  the  Route,  lo  put 
as  speedy  an  end  to  it  m  practicable.* 

*  The  act  of  George  III,  that  regulates  the  mode 
of  seRling  elcotiotis  in  the  British  House  of  Comnons, 
l«  which  alluaons  had  been  made  in  the  discuNJon  of  this 
question,  and  which  guaranlie*  the  right  of  the  Britidi 
subject  lo  be  heard  by  counselj  is  in  the  fbll^inf  words, 
w  eonlaiikcd  in  the  13lh  teetion,  cap.  53: 


Mr.  HARD  oommenoed  some  remarks  on  the  subjeeti 
but  before  he  conehided,  the  hour  having  expired, 
Ur.  WHITTLBSET  called  for  the  orders  of  the  dsyi 
Mr.  A.  H.  8HEFPEBD  moved  that  the  raUs  be  m» 
pended  for  the  purpose  of  centinuing  the  conatde  ration 
ofthequeationi  which  motion  was  rnceted  by  a  vole  of 
104  to  JS|  not  two  thirds. 
The  House  next  proceeded  to  Ihe  consideration  of 
rivate  hilts,  as  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday. 
Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then  read  and  re- 

NATHANIBL  P.  TATDH. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
paned  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  r.  Talum  was 
taken  upi  end,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CN> 
DESWOOD,  WHITTLESEY,  and  MANN  of  New 
York,  was  rejected,  and  Ibe  bill  was  passed. 

{It  was  urged,  in  favor  of  this  motion  lo  reconsider, 
thst  the  person  named  bad  failed  to  fulfil  a  contract  fiit 
the  delivery  of  timber  in  a  given  tim^  and  that  the  tea 
per  cert,  reserved  to  ensure  compliance,  as  it  bad  not 
been  granted  by  the  GoTcrnment  agents  ought  net  M 
be  granted  by  bitl^  because  this  waa  a  case  of  neglect, 
and  not  of  accident  or  providential  prevention)  and  tie* 
cause,  if  the  bill  passed,  every  negligent  conttkctoT 
would  come  to  Conffress  in  the  same  way. 

It  was  replied,  that  Ihe  contract  had  been  nacrly  fok 
filled  within  the  prescribed  timei  but  that  thirteen  tticka 
of  the  timber  had  been  rejected  by  the  navy  agent,  as  of 
insufficient  site.     Upon  application,  the  Navy  Corami*' 

•'JndttUalmenatUd,  That  if,  within  one  hour  after 
the  time  fixed,  in  pursuance  of  the  above-recited  acts 
and  of  this  set,  for  calling  in  the  respeotive  parlies,  their 
counsels  or  sgents,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee,  Ihe  petitioner  or  pe> 
titionen,  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  who  shall  have 
aigned  any  such  petition,  shall  not  appear  by  himeelf  or 
themselves,  or  by  hia  or  tbeir  counsel  or  agent,  the  or- 
der for  taking  (uch  petition  into  conrideratton  shall 
thereupon  be  discfaai^fed,  and  such  petition  shall  not  ha 
any  further  proceeded  upon,  in  the  manner  directed  in 
the  above-recited  act  and  In  tbia  act." 

As  late  as  the  year  1818,  Januaiy  SSlh,  may  be  fxind 
the  entry  on  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  John  Lutbill,  Esq.,  of  the  county  and  city 
of  Limerick,  M.  John  Petidergrass: 

"  Memorandam  in  pursuance  of  Ihe  several  acts  mad^ 
for  Ihe  regulating  the  triad  of  controverted  electiona,  or 
returns  of  memliers  to  serve  in  Parliament.  The  like 
notices,  aa  in  former  case*,  were  sent  to  Ae  partiei^  with 
orders  for  tbeir  attendance  by  Ibemaelves,  their  connselij 
or  agents,  at  Ihe  lime  on  which  the  said  petition  wssori. 
dered  to  be  taken  into  conMeralion." 

The  sane  practice  ha*  prevailed  unilbrmly  in  relation 
to  other  petitions  of  a  private  nature.  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  Ihe  19th  of  February,  1818,  in  the  aama 
Parliament,  is  to  he  found  Ihe  fbllovingenlryi  "A  peti- 
tion of  several  persons,  owners  and  ocenpiersof  land  In  the 
parish  of  Holt  ram  Longdindale,  in  the  county  of  Chester: 

"  Ordered,  That  the  aaid  petition  be  referred  to  Iha 
committee  on  the  bill,  and  that  the  petilionera  be  beard 
by  themaelresk  their  counselsy  or  agents,  upon  their  pe- 
tition, if  they  think  fit." 

On  the  38th  of  February,  1818,  "Two  petitions  of 
the  right  bonor^le  Nathaniel  Cunon,  Lord  Bcaradale, 
and  of  aevera)  peraoni  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub- 
scribeid,  were  presented  and  read;  and  said  petition* 
were  ordered  to  he  referred  to  the  committee  en  the 
bill,  and  the  petitioners  are  to  be  heard  by  thrir  oovn- 
sel  or  agents,  upon  Ihrir  petitions,  if  Ibey  think  fit."— 
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price,  and  mtxequentlj  the  di 
without  any  toM  to  tbe  Government.  It  vu  further 
mnked,  Itut  if  Ibii  contraelor  bad  Ailfltled  within  twenty 
per  cent.,  he  itood  in  >n  eztnordinarilj'  fsTOtmble  por- 
tion ;  for  the  Goremineot  often  loM  nxt^  per  cent,  upon 
eonirtctf)  and,  in(n*rer«|;eoreontrMt«,  foitf  percent, 
oufht  wiliinglj  to  b«  alloTCd  for  chcatage.J 
ALFOBD  AHD  BBUSH. 

Tb«  joint  reioluUon  for  the  relief  of  Benedict  Alford 
was  next  taken  up.  The  qucMion  pending  wai  a  mo- 
tion to  amend,  by  adding  *  pro*  ition  for  the  benefit  of 
Bobert  Bruih. 

[It  appeared  that  Ihii  bill  paMed  Congren  at  iti  lait 
■emion,  Knd  w*i  approved  by  the  Preiidenti  but  lubie- 
quently  the  Secretary  of  War  diicovered  that  Ihe  bill 
bad  not  received  tbe  action  of  the  Senate.  The  Freil- 
dent,  upon  beinr  inrormed  of  (hit  fact,  returned  Ihe  bill 
to  Ihe  Senate,  by  a  anecial  menage,  whicli,  with  the 
bill,  wai  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  the  Judiciary, 
who  made  no  report  opon  the  lubject.  It  »ppeRred  that 
the  bill  had  duly  paued  the  Senate,  and  that  the  ligna- 
ture  and  authentication  of  the  ppeiiding  officer  were 
duly  affiiedi  but  tbe  journal  contained  no  record  ihow- 
ing  that  the  action  of  the  Senate  had  paued  the  bill.  It 
wa>  contended,  on  one  aide,  that  Ifae  law  wu  complete 
and  lully  »lte«led,  by  all  the  foma  required  by  the  con- 
•litiitiont  that  it  was  a  law  which  the  FreaidenI  and  all 
olbera  were  bound  to  obey  and  execute,  and  that  it  waa 
wrong  to  go  behind  the  proper  evidence  to  examine  the 

On  tbe  other  hand,  it  «■«  urged,  that  the  record  of 
the  Senate  wu  the  only  evkJence  Ihal  Ihe  cunatilutional 
forma  of  pasiing  tbe  bill  had  been  obterved  by  that  hodyi 
and  that,  when  tbe  Pmident  aacertaioed  that  lucb  evi- 
denee  wh  wanting,  he  acted  rightly  in  refuting  to  exc 
cute  tbe  law.  In  abort,  it  waa  aaid  by  aome  that  Ibe  bill 
had  become  a  law  at  the  tut  aeanon,  and  It  ought  not  to 
be  paned  again,  but  ought  to  be  exeeutedi  and  by 
oUiert,  that  there  wai  no  true  conititutional  evidence 
that  Ibe  action  of  (be  Senate  had  made  it  a  liw,  and, 
Iherefore,  it  could  not  properly  be  executed  aa  aueh.j 

Hr.  WAHDWELL  moved  (a  commit  lbs  reaolution 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BBOWK  wggetled  the  propriety  of  referring  the 
reaolution  to  tbe  Committee  on  Bevolulionar]-  Penaioni. 

A  debate  enaued.  In  which  Uenn.  WABDWELL, 
BBOWN.LAT,  J.  Y.  MASON,  knd  WHITTLESEY, 
took  part. 

Hr.  UNDEBWOOD  nid  that  the  case  pretented  for 
eonaideration  by  the  reaoluilona  waa  one  novel  in  ili 
character,  and  concerning  which  he  waadeairoui  to  aub- 
mit  a  fow  remarka.  It  Kemi  that  the  Speaker  of  thia 
House,  and  the  preaiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  had  reg- 
ularly affixed  their  signatures  to  an  enrolled  bill  or  acl( 
that  the  same  waa  pretenied  to  Ihe  Freaident  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Butea,  who,  on  Ibe  30th  day  of  June,  1S34,  approved 
and  aigned  ilt  and  (bat  the  bill  or  act  Ihus  authenticated 
waa  filed  and  recorded  in  Ibe  office  of  ibe  Secretary  of 
State.  Thia  act  provides  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to 
Benedict  Alford  and  Bobert  Brush,  and  haa  been  duly 
poblitbed  among  tbe  acts  of  (he  firat  aesaion  of  the  33d 
Congress.  But  the  Secretaryof  War  hu  refused  to  exe- 
cute it,  upon  the  ground  that  Ihe  Senate  of  (he  UnKed 
States  did  not  paaa  tbe  bill.  The  journal  of  the  Senate 
ttatet  that  tbe  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

I  think,  Hr.  Speaker,  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Secrelarr 
to  eiecute  the  act.  I  think  he  waa  bound  to  regard  it 
asapart  of  Ibe  laws  ofthe  land,  and,  as  such,  to  respect 
and  obey  it.     He,  no  doubt,  equally  conscientious,  (for 


certainly  there  is  here  no  cause  for  imputinf^  to 
bad  motive,)  believes  (hat  be  baa  Kitboriiy  t>j  kit 


Kitborily  t'j  hiok  be- 


recorded  in  the  office  of  Slate,  into  the  journala  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  (o  decide,  upon  what  he  may  there  find, 
that  (be  act  in  question  is  null  and  void)  because  those 
journals,  or  one  of  them,  aatisBes  his  mind  that  the  act 
was  never  passed  according  to  tbe  requirements  of  the 
const  ilutlon. 

I  a»k,  sir,  where  does  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  mere 
executive  officer.  End  his  authority  for  overbtuling  the 
journala  of  the  two  Houses,  the  enrolled  bill  assigned  by 
the  presiding  officers,  ss  approved  by  tbe  PreaidenI,  and 
as  recorded  in  (be  State  Department,  and,  upon  his  ex- 
an^nation,  in  effect  to  declare  void  a  stalate,  published 
to  (he  nstion,  and  sanctioned  by  all  Ihe  solenmllies  pre- 
scribed fur  manifeating  tothe  people  tbe  laws  tbey  are  to 
obey?  Such  authority  has  not  beenconferred  by  any  ex- 
press provision  of  tbe  constitulion,  or  by  any  statute; 
and,  if  it  exiila,  it  is  (he  creature  of  inference,  a  deduc- 
tion merely  from  Uie  known  and  admitted  principles  and 
proviaions'of  (he  conitilution  and  laws.  From  what  part 
of  the  constitution,  from  what  itatute,  will  you  deduce 
such  authority  for  an  eieeodve  cfflrer? 

The  5th  section  of  the  l»l  article  of  the  consliltKion 
requires  "  each  House  to  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceed- 
ingt,  and  from  time  to  time  to  publish  Ihe  same,  except- 
ing such  parts  as  may,  in  (heir  judgment,  require  secre- 
cy." I  admit  Ihe  obligation  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
comply  with  thli  manditei  but  suppose  it  is  not  done, 
will  it  follow  aa  a  consenuenee  from  such  omiaaion,  that 
executive  officers  are  thereby  juilified  in  refusing  to 
obey  the  statutes  which  are  promulgitedf  Can  they  )e- 
gltimatelr  refuae  obedience,  because  they  do  not  tee  all 
the  steps  taken  by  etch  House  in  tbe  psass«e  of  the  bill 
setotilat  length  in  a  published  joumt  I?  If  it  bad  beon  Ihe 
intention  of  the  convention  to  make  theobligatory  force 
ofs  a(alute  depend  upon  the  publication  of  tbe  journal, 
and  upon  exhibiting  on  the  fiice  of  the  journal,  aa  pub- 
liibed,  ■  fiillilineni  of  every  constitutional  requiulc  or 
injunction,  such  in(ention,  most  certainly,  would  have 
been  expremed  in  clear  and  explicit  language.  Tbe 
eonventien  would  not  have  left  a  matter  of  such  impor- 
tance to  reit  entirely  upon  inference.  The  fact  that 
there  is  no  express  constitutional  provision  making  the 
validity  of  an  act  of  Congreaa  depend  upon  (he  journala 
of  the  (wo  Houses  and  their  contents,  is  to  my  mmd  con- 
clurive,  and  proves  thai  the  journals  and  statutes  are  not 
so  connected  as  to  make  an  examination  of  the  journals 
necetaary,  in  order  to  decide  upon  tbe  obligatory  force 
of  the  statute.  This  truth  is  also  manifest  from  the  ex- 
press language  of  tbe  conatitution.  The  Journals  are  to 
be  publisned  *<  fVom  time  to  time."  How  often,  at  what 
intervals?  Here  ia  discretion  granted.  Congrtss  may 
publUh  them  annually,  biennially,  or  monthly.  If  the 
□bllntion  cf  a  alatut'e  defended  opon  (he  contenia  of 
(he  journal!,  their  publication  thoutd  precede,  or  atleail 
accompany,  the  promulgation  of  the  statute,  so  that  the 
ciliiena  and  officers  of  Government  might  be  fumiabcd 
with  meant  of  determining  whether  the  italnle  inpoaed 
any  obligation.  Congren  may  suppress  tbe  pubfication 
of  Ihe  journals.  Tbe  constitution  exptetaly  confers  au- 
thority (o  do  so,  in  regard  to  ao  much  a*  may,  in  Ihe 
judgment  of  Congress,  "require  secrecy."  in  Ibe  ex- 
eroise  of  their  judgment,  Con^v  might  Ihinkalllhcir 
proceedings  in  reference  to  (his  or  (hat  subject  required 
secrecy.  They  migtal  give  to  the  nation  the  reault  of 
(heir  defibctKlions  in  the  form  of  a  statute,  end  withhold 
a  knowledge  of  every  previous  step.  In  auch  a  ease,  it 
would  be  prcpoaterous  to  resist  the  obligation  of  the 
statute,  because  Ihe  public  coidd  not  see  that  the  aleps 
taken  by  Congress  in  its  psssage  were  regular  and  con- 
stitutional. 

I  have  submitted  these  remsrks  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  llie  position,  (hat  tbe  nation  it  not  to  deter- 
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miRB  wlikt  >«or  i«DMUir,b)r  tnezaminKtionortheJour- 
iMbef the  Ivo  Iloutei.  1  «UI«nde*v«rtoihow,  inthe»«-  I 
quel,  tlMl  the  TilidiQr  of  «  itfttute  eumot  be  oTerturaed 
and  nullified  bj  amtying  the  coptenti  of  the  journali 
■gainit  it. 

All  civiliied  nalioni  mutt  necemrilr  proride  tome 
mode  of  making  knowu  the  Uwi  whicFi  we  to  be  en- 
forced. They  muit  alio  provide  some  mode  by  which 
their  offieen  and  their  citiiena  can  produce  the  law, 
■nd  juitify  their  conduct  under  it,  whenever  and  wher- 
ever their  conduct  may  be  questioned  before  the  judi- 
cial (ribunali  of  the  country.  This  tniy  be  done  in  va- 
rious ways.  In  Governments  like  our*,  based  upon 
written  constilutioni,  paramount  to  ordinary  leffiiUtion, 
the  mode  may  be  prescribed  in  the  cunititutlon  Itself  i 
and,  if  to,  then  it  is  placed  beyond  the  control  of  the 
I'eg:islatnre.     The  constitution  or  the  United  States  does 


and  yet  it  ia  not  altogether  uJent  on  the  wbject.  So  &r 
u  it  doe*  speak,  it  is  to  be  regarded)  but  where  it  makea 
no  provinon,  the  subject  is  left  under  the  control  of  or- 
dinary legislation.  It  may  be  safely  afHroied,  that  the 
constitution  nowhere  provides  that  an  extract  from  Ibe 
journal,  or  the  production  of  the  originsl,  shall  be  evi- 
dence of  what  the  law  la.  It  it  ven  clear  that,  unless 
the  journals  contain  the  provitions  of  a  statute,  their  pro- 
duction would  give  no  light  on  the  question  of  wbat  is 
or  U  not  law.  The  journals  purport,  and  do  give  a  his- 
tory of  the  action  of  Congreti  upon  certain  bills,  by  their 
titles,  and  are  legitimate  but  not  conclusive  evidence  to 
show  these  bills  were  passed,  or  rejected,  or  postponed 
by  Congress.  But  such  a  hiilory  attbrds  no  informslion 
as  to  the  contents  of  the  bill  passed  or  rejectedt  and 
when  you  desire  to  know  what  the  law  is^  ^r  example: 
if  you  wish  to  know  how  much  tax  has  been  impoied, 
and  upon  what  articles  levied,  you  must  look  ebewhere 
than  in  the  journal  to  find  it.  The  constitution  might 
have  required  lliat  every  statute  should  be  registered  at 
Isrge  upon  ihejoumals,  and  that  copies  therefrom,  cer- 
tified by  the  Clerk  of  either  llouae,  should  be  evidence 
of  wbat  the  law  is.  But  it  has  made  no  such  proviiion, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  all  constitutions i  regulation,  it 
was  competent  for  Congreaa  to  take  up  the  subject,  and 
to  Ax  the  nwde  of  making  known  and  authenticating  the 
laws  of  the  country.  Congress  hsa  done  this,  and  it  be- 
comes important  to  consider,  for  a  moment,  how  it  haa 
been  done,  It  was  done  by  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
Congress,  under  the  constitution.  The  »cl  was  approved 
an  the  ISih  of  September,  1730,  and  may  he  regarded 
u  the  cotemporaneous  eipontion  of  the  constitution,  so 
far  as  Id  show  thst  that  instrument  did  not  prohibit  Con 
gress  from  acting  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the  consli 
tulion,  as  then  understood,  did  not  contain  tuch  pravl 
sions  as  rendered  legislation  unnecessary. 

The  set  of  1789,  m  tubsUuce,  provides  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  shsll  preserve  the  original  bills,  resolu- 
tions, &c,,  and  cause  the  satne  to  be  recorded  in  bis  of- 
fice. The  Secretary  of  Stste  is  required,  "as  soon  as 
convenienliy  may  be"  after  he  receives  the  bills  and  res- 
olutions, to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  newspa- 
pen,  and  to  csuse  one  printed  copy  to  be  delivered  to 
each  Senator  and  Hepreientalive,  "  snl  two  printed  cop- 
ies, du^  aitthtnlieattd,  to  be  sent  to  the  Executive  au- 
thority of  each  State."  Here  is  the  mode  prescribed 
for  publishing  your  laws  i  and  here, sir,  is  the  place  where 
you  are  to  find  what  the  law  is.  Hie  act  providea  for 
making  up  a  rteord  of  the  laws  in  the  Secretary's  oiRee, 
and  then  it  provides  for  a  seal,  and  then  declares 
"  ihM  all  copies  of  records  and  papers  in  the  said  office, 
authenticated  under  the  sa-d  seal,  shall  be  evidence  equal- 
ly at  the  original  record  or  paper."  Now,  the  true 
quettion  it,  when  llie  record  is  made  up  in  the  Sttte  De- 


partment, in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  17S9,  can  ^ou  iin- 
peach  its  absolute  verity,  by  opposing  to  it  the  lonraali 
erf' eitberor  both  House*  of  Congr«isr  and,if  thiaeanbo 
done,  what  tribunal  ia  authorized  to  do  it !  Is  the  See< 
retsry  of  Wsr  authorized  to  sit  in  judgment' 

I  contend  that  the  Judicial  tribunals  of  the  nation  (and 
it  is  tbeir  province  to  settle  what  it  and  it  not  law) 
ought  not,  and  would  not,  permilan  authentic  transcript 
under  the  seal  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  tobeimpeaob- 
ed,  by  bringing  it  in  conflict  with  the  JourmtU.  How  are 
you  to  makeup  the  istueF  Isit  one  offset,  tobetriedby 
ajuryi  or  isit  purely  a  question  of  law,  to  besetilcdby  the 
court'  Certwnly  it  is  a  question  of  law,  to  be  tried  bjr 
the  court.  And  how  tried?  I  have  never  beard  olanjr 
other  way  in  whioh  to  try  such  a  question,  but  upon  tbs 
face  of  the  record.  I  know,  sir,  thst  the  laws  of  a  foreign 
Btate  may  be  proved  as  inattcrs  of  fact.  But  the  laws  of 
this  nation  are  not  to  he  proved  in  that  manner.  Our 
judges  are  judicially  bound  to  notice  them)  and  when, 
and  how,  are  they  to  be  Informed  F  Hust  they  not  tak« 
the  record,  at  certified  under  the  seat  of  State,  tteonolu- 
sive.'  Or  shall  they  reject  it,  because  they  may  find  in  the 
journals  of  Congress  something  to  induce  a  suspicion  or 
conviction  that  the  record  in  the  offibe  of  State  was  erro> 
neously  made  upF  They  could  not  regard  Ibe  Journal, 
because  neither  the  constitution  nor  any  act  of  CongreM 

Erovides  how  it  shall  be  authenticated.  The  Clerks  who 
eep  the  journals  have  no  teals  of  office  under  which  to 
verify  transcripts  from  them,  and  there  is  no  act  of  Con< 
gress  msking  such  transcripts  evidence.  In  this  stale  of 
things,  the  Judida^  would  be  bound  to  decide  the  biir 
upon  the  evidence  mrniahed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
17B9.Canthe  Secretary  of  Wargo  beyond  the  Judiciaryf 
Can  he,  in  conjunction  with  the  Clerk  of  either  Hmiie, 
or  alone,  bring  the  journal  in  conflict  with  the  record  of 
the  Slate  Department  ?  To  atk  the  question  Itcnough. 
The  conltitution  provides  that  all  revenue  bills  shall 
originate  in  this  House.  Suppose  a  revenue  bill  is  duly 
signed  by  the  Speaker  and  President  ef  the  Senate,  ap- 
proved by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
corded in  the  Stale  Deparlmenl,  will  the  marshal,  or 
eollector  ofthe  tax,  be  justified  in  refusing  to  obey  it, 
if  he  can  find  an  entry  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  bill  originated  there?  Or  if  he  ahould  see  such  an 
entry,  ought  he  not  rather  to  say,  theClerk  hat  mide  it 
through  mistakei  Senators  are  presumed  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  their  conttitulionat  powers,  and  it  cannot  be  bn- 
lievcd  that  any  Senator,  or  committee  of  the  Senate, 
would  have  introduced  auch  a  hill,  or  that  the  Senate 
would  have  entertained  or  considered  'At  In  tuch  a  case 
the  presumption  is  much  stronger  thst  the  Clerk  hat, 
through  mistake,  made  the  journal  speak  an  improper 
language,  than  ttist  the  Senate  has  violated  the  constitu- 
tion, by  origlnsting  a  bill  they  had  no  power  to  originate. 
Again:  The  treaty-making  power  ia  rested  by  the  con- 
stitution in  the  President,  by  and  with  Ibe  advice  and 
content  ofthe  Senate.  Suppoie  ■  tresty  is  made  with 
a  foreign  nation,  and  published  by  proclamation  for  the 
information  ofthe  people,  in  the  usual  and  legal  form, 
may  every  one  refuse  to  obey,  beciuse  they  do  not  find 
in  the  journal  ofthe  Senate  some  evidence  ofihe  advice 
■nd  content  of  that  body?  Suppose  it  should  be  found, 
from  the  published  journsi  of^lhia  Houae,  that  wr,  in- 
stead of  the  Senate,  had  advised  and  consented  to  the 
treaty;  and  from  tlie  journal  ofthe  Senate,  that  a  bill  to 
rsise  ■  certain  revenue,  made  necessary  by  the  provision* 
of  the  treaty,  originated  there,  instead  of  here,  would 
both  treaty  and  law  be  void,  because  of  the  ridiculous 
sppearance  of  these  things  upon  the  Journals?  No,  sir. 
Both  the  treaty  and  Isw  ^ould  be  enforced,  and  you 
should  attribute  the  ridiculous  appearance  of  the  JouT- 
nsts  to  a  mistake  ofthe  printer,  or  Clerk,  rather  than 
indulge  the   idea  that  each  House  had  transcended  it* 
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joonatitutKW*!  powerii  and  thit  the  Prccident  bftd  Imm) 
daliided  bj  tbeir  prrudinf  effioer^ 

It  nuf  be  wid  that  the  contanli  of  tb*  pub1»hcd  Ji 
a*l  ought  net  lo  be  relied  on,  without  calling  on 
Clerki  or  the  tvo  Houiei  to  state  whether  thej'  co 
•pond  vitb  Ibe  (iFiginal  maouaoript.  Wbo  ha4  authorltj 
to  call  the  Clerki  of  either  Houae  before  him  lo  teitifj, 
pr  to  produce  the  original  minuacrlpt  journal  for  com- 
paritoB.  Wbo  ia  lo  adminiatcr  an  oath  to  the  Clerk,  ao 
4hat  hii  italemeota  >hall  be  made  undrr  the  uaual  aolcnt- 
nitiea  impoaed  dd  witoeaaeaf  Could  you  oonviet  hint  of 
IMijury,  if  he  produced  aa  the  origlul  journal,  and  ita> 
tad  it  tobeiuch,  that  whieb  waa  not  the  Journal'  Could 
you  puniab  hinti  for  ftilingto  attend  before  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  any  other  eieoutire  offloer,  with  tbe  journal  f 
Can  the  Secretary  inue  a  tutpaitit  duna  (aunt,  and  in- 
flict the  penaliica  for  a  contempt,  in  ewe  it  la  diaobeyed? 
I  a*k  thete  queitiana,  air,  for  the  purpose  of  excitinr  the 
ninda  of  mcaibtra  to  inreatigatioB.  If  they  tIII  andcav- 
ot  to  *n««er  them,  I  am  aatiBfied  each  oue  will  convince 
itimaelf  that  it  is  impracticable  to  aacertaSn  from  the 
JDUraala  what  is  or  is  not  law. 

1  will  briefly  sUte  the  contents  of  the  act  of  1789,  ia 
connexion  with  the  constitution  and  rulea  of  the  two 


node  adopted  for  the  promutgation  of  our  bwi,  and  the 
guards  which  hare  been  prorided  to  prevent  miatakes. 
The  constitution  rcquirea  that  '*  erery  bill  which  ihall 
b»T«  passed  the  llooie  of  Representatives  and  Senate, 
ahall,  before  <t  becomes  a  Uw,  be  presented  lo  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."  The  constitution  does  not 
My  by  whom  or  what  officer  it  ahall  be  presented.  It 
dora  not  precisely  declare  how  the  President  slall  bein- 
fornted  of  the  paasaj^e  of  bills.  It  does  not  refar  the 
President,  for  the  inTormation  nrceiaary  lo  enable  him 
bow  to  act,  to  the  Journals.  How  ahall  he  be  infomiedF 
The  constitution  provides  that  "e*^  Houae  may  de- 
termine the  rules  of  its  proceedingi."  Here  is  an  ei- 
press  grant  of  authority.  It  would  result  from  llie  pow- 
er to  ieg'a\Mr,  if  the  conslilution  had  been  silent  on  the 
•ubjeoC.  The  power  to  determine  the  rulea  of  pi-oceed. 
ing  includes  In  it  the  whole  of  those  regulations  neces. 
•sry  to  make  known  the  action  of  the  respective  Houaea 
oF  Congress  lo  each  other  and  to  the  President.  Ac- 
cordingly, by  a  lystem  of  joint  rules  adopted  by  both 
Houaea,  Congresi  has  regulated  the  manner  of  commu- 
nioation  from  the  one  to  the  other,  and  likewise  to  the 
President.  By  these  mica  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse 
and  Pres-d«nl  of  the  Senate  are  to  lijcn  each  bill  which 
■a  passed,  and  they  are  to  do  it  "  in  their  reipective 
HoUMs,"  not  at  their  lodgings,  but  publicly,  in  the 
preienoe  of  those  who  enact  the  laws.  When  all  thia  is 
done,  the  Committee  of  Enrolmenta  are  directed  lo  pre- 
sent the  bill  to  the  President  for  hia  spprobalion.  How 
ia  he  to  diapoK  ofit^  The  cona'itulion  iiyi,  "ifheap- 
prove,  he  shall  ngniti  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with 
bia  objections,  to  that  House  in  which  It  ahalljuve  origi. 
naled."  ThePreHdent  didspprovcand  sign  the  bill  for 
the  benefit  ofAlfbrd  and  Brush,  and,  havins;  done  so,  be 
performed  all  the  conatitulion  required  of  him,  except 
taking  care  to  have  it  faithfully  executed.  The  conill- 
tution  don  not  direct  what  the  Prendent  ahall  do  with 
Ibe  enrolled  bill  after  he  has  signed  it.  It  does  di- 
rect him  to  aenil  it  back,  with  hia  objectionsto  the  House 
in  which  it  originated,  if  be  will  not  approve  and  aigni 
■nd,  by  joint  rules,  he  is  to  be  informed  in  which  House 
the  bill  originated,  by  a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  endorsed 
on  the  bill.  But  where  he  ipprovea  and  signs,  how  Is 
the  bill  to  be  preserved,  and  how  is  the  law  to  be  made 
known!  The  conatitulion  furniihes  no  answer,  but  the 
Kt  of  1789  gifts  one.  That  act  requires  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  receive  it  from  the  PmidenI,  and  lo  proceed 
with  it  by  recording  and  publisbing  tu  the  msnner  1  hire 


Mentieoed.  This  ast  also  proridea.  In  aubtlance,  that  IT 
a  bill  ahall  be  pa««d  hr  two  Ihirda  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  nothwithstanding  the  objections  of  tke  Preii' 
dent  to  Ibe  contrary,  the  Secretary  of  Slate  atiallKcelT* 
such  bill  "  from  the  Preaident  of  the  Senate  or  the  Speak- 
er of  the,  Houae  of  Representalivea,  in  whichsoever 
House  il  shall  last  have  been  approved,"  and  proceed  l« 
record  and  publish  the  sanw,  ••  be  would  if  tbc  Prerident 
bad  approved  and  «gned  il.  Thus,  wr,  you  pereeiva 
that  it  requires  the  uiuon  (rfthe  provivons  of  the  consti- 
tution, an  act  of  Congreas  and  the  nilea  of  tbe  two 
UoUKs,  to  complete  and  carry  out  the  work  of  hyiala- 
tion  in  all  iu  parts,  and  to  make  it  known  to  the  people* 
Tou  also  perceive  the  safeguard)  which  the  aystem  tiir- 
nisllea  to  detect  error  and  prevent  niatakea.  I  contend, 
when  a  bill  passes  through  the  ordeal  provided  by  thia 
system,  and  is  recorded  in  Ibe  office  ot  the  Secretary  of 
State,  il  there  becomes  a  record  of  what  the  law  a,  and, 
ai  such,  is  to  be  verified  under  the  seal,  and  o 

■ted 
journal,  I 
Houses,  or  ol  any  man. 

I  do  not  mean  to  aasert  that  the  guards  are  ao  numer- 
ous Ibat  there  ii  no  poisibility  of  mistake,  and  that  abill, 
which  never  paned  both  Houaea^  could  not  possibly 
meet  with  the  spprovsl  of  the  Presidenl,  and  find  its  way 
lo  the  record  in  the  Stale  Department.  I  mean  nosuch 
thing)  for  I  well  know  that  all  human  transacliona  pro> 
ceed  from  Impeiieet  beings,  prone  to  err  and  liable  to 
mistake,  and  therefore  1  admit  the  poaaibility,  or,  if  you 
obooM,  the  probability,  in  the  present  caae,  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  miatake.  II  may  be  that  the  bill  fiirtbe  ben- 
efil  of  Alford  and  Brush  never  did  paai  both  Housest  and 
unless  it  did,  it  Is  not  taw.  But  the  fact  of  Its  having 
been  signed  by  the  presiding  officer*,  approved  and 
signed  bj-  the  President,  examined  by  the  Committee  of 
Enrolments,  and  by  tbcfli  preaented  to  the  Preudent, 
and  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  office,  arc  evidence  that 
the  bill  did  pasa  both  Houses)  and  all  that  can  be  urged 
against  it,  to  the  oootrary,  is  the  statement  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Senate,  that  it  was  indefinitely  postponed.  If 
there  be  conflicting  evidener,  which  shall  prevail!  Cer- 
tainly that  wbichia  recognised  by  law,  and  madecvidenea 
by  eipreia  provision.  Such  ia  the  evidence  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  rcconls  in  the  Slate  Departinenl,  wbcresa 
the  evidence  derived  from  the  journal  bat  no  validity 
imparted  to  ii,  either  by  the  constitution  or  by  »ny  stat- 
ute, noria  there  any  mode  provided  for  obis itung  Ibe  ev- 
idence the  journal  may  furnish,  when  wanted. 

In  lh«  nature  of  thing*,  there  is  no  more  reason  for 
confiding  in  the  statemenia  of  the  Journal,  than  in  Ibe 
acta  of  the  presiding  offlcers  of  the  two  Houaea,  snd  Ibe 
Committee  of  Enrolments.  Their  acts  declare  that  the 
bill  did  pass.  The  signing  of  bills  by  Ihe  presiding  offi- 
cers is  a  very  solemn  acli  all  other  busincsa  issusfwndcdt 
the  title  of  the  bill  or  sol,  about  lo  b*  signed,  is  distinct- 
ly read  aloud  in  Ihe  presence  of  esch  House,  and  if  it 
never  had  passed,  any  member  might  riae  and  make  the 
queation.  Here  is  opportunity  to  correct  and  delect 
mistakes.  Who  can  say  ihal  the  agenta  engaged  in  this 
work  are  more  liable  to  blunder  and  miatake  than  the 
Clnk  who  makes  up  the  joiirnalP  Has  it  come  to  this, 
that  we  are  to  ascertain  whether  an  act  published  in  tite 
sUtute  book  is  or  isnollaw,  by  enleringinto  the  inquiry, 
or  rather  by  allowing  an  executive  officer  to  go  into  the 
inquiry,  whether  Ihe  preaidingofficera  of  the  two  Houses, 
or  their  Clerka,  are  most  liable  to  make  mittakea?  in 
poalponing  bills  indefinitely,  the  Clerk  may  mistake  Ibe 
tide  of  a  hill  which  wu  paaaed  for  that  which  waa  poat- 
poned,  and  make  his.  entry  accordingly  on  the  journal. 
The  mistake  mav  escape  delectioni  snd  iFil  ihould,  ac- 
cording to  Ihe  practical  doctrine  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  then  the  mistake  of  the  Clerk  wovid  actually  uul- 
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I^  poitpontd,  when  a  member  of  Congreii,  piylnjipar- 
ticuUr  tUention  to  the  aubject  of  th>l  bill,  remembered 
diilinctly,  *nd  wu  willing  to  awear,  that  the  bill  w«  du- 
ly puied  and  approved,  and  regularly  ugned  bv  the 
Speaker:  vould  not  the  afBdavit  or  the  member  be  aa 
aatiafactory  cTidence  in  faTor  of  the  law  ai  the  journal 
would  be  an'mat  Itf  I  atate  this  cale,  to  show  the  ab- 
aiirdity  of  departing  from  the  record  evidence  of  what 
the  law  la,  aa  furnianed  in  the  Department  of  State,  and 
adoptinr  other  teati  heretofore  unknown. 

The  Journal  of  the  laal  day  of  the  aeaaion  >a  not  read 
by  the  Clerkin  thepmenceafthemembenofCongma, 
and  th«^  have  no  opportunity  to  correct  anv  mialake 
which,  m  Ihe  hurry  of  bunneai,  may  be  committed  by 
IheCferk. 

It  may  be  aald  thai  the  conititutlon  givea  force  and  ef- 
fect lo  the  journai*.  and  makei  tfaem  equivalent  to  rec- 
ord*, and  imparta  to  them  the  inlrlnilc  verily  of  recordi. 
That  the  conMitution  intended  the  journals  ol  each  Houae 
(0  he  evidencea  for  some  purpoaes,  no  one  can  deny; 
but  that  the  conitituUon  deiigned  lo  make  Ihe  Journals 
the  higheat  and  beat  evidence,  and  the  fountain  whence 
you  must  draw  your  information  to  decide  quealiona  like 
thia  before  ua,  1  deny.  The  act  of  1789  ia  unconalitu- 
lional,  if  the  journal!  alone  are  to  be  conauited  in  order 
to  atcertain  what  the  law  lai  for  Ihal  act  provide*  a  dif- 
ferent mode,  which  could  not  he  done  if  the  conatiluiion 
preacribed  the  moile.  Why,  then,  did  Ihe  conrtilution 
require  journaU  to  be  kept  and  published?  lanawer, 
that  the  leading  object,  if  not  the  only  one,  wai,  to  lay 
before  the  people  the  conduct  of  their  repreaentalivea, 
and  lo  exhibit  Iheir  legislativo  hialory.  The  great  value 
ofthejoumalaconsiatain  the  yea*  and  nay*.  The  peo- 
ple in  a  representative  Government  have  a  right— a  right 
ofalt  otherathemott  valuable— to  control  Iheir  repre- 
aenlativea,  to  diimiai  them  whenever  their  courae  ii  dis- 
approved, and  lo  aetect  other*  lo  manage  Iheir  affair*. 
The  people  cannot  bring  their  repreaenlative*  to  a  aet< 
tlemcnt  without  keeping  *n  account  againat  them.  The 
journal  contain*  Ihe  account;  Ihe  yea*  and  nay*  exhibit 
the  items  for  and  againat  each  repreaentativei  and  the 
publication  of  the  Journal  enables  the  citizen  voler,  who 
la  the  judge  for  the  occaaion,  to  aum  up  the  llema,  and 
balince  the  account.  The  repreaentative  iiaccountHble 
to  hia  conttiluenta.  The  requirement*  of  the  conatilu- 
iion, in  regard  to  the  journal,  were  intended  to  aecure 
and  enforce  a  praeiical  reBpontibilily  on  the  part  of  the 
repreaentative.  In  thii  view,  the  yea*  and  nay*  on  prop. 
osiiiona  which  never  become  laws  are  a*  important  aa 
on  thoae  which  pass. 

If  the  Preaident  objecls  lo  the  passage  of  a  bill,  and 
refuses  to  algn  it,  he  is  required  to  return  it,  with  hia 
objection*,  lo  that  Ronse  in  which  it  originated.  In 
*uch  caae  the  constitution  direct*  that  his  objections  (nol 
the  content*  of  ihe  bill)  shall  be  entered  at  large  on  Ihe 
journal,  and  that  the  vole  on  reconsideration  shall  be 
taken  by  yea*  and  naya.  In  aiich  a  ease,  it  may  be  con- 
tended that  the  conslilution  deigned  to  make  the  jour- 
nal evidence  of  the  law.  Not  ao.  The  contents  of  the 
bill  ahould  appear  on  the  journal,  Ifwe  are  to  look  in  it 
to  find  the  Ijw.  The  constitution  doe*  nol  require  Ihal. 
But  ai  the  exerciae  uf  Ihe  veto  power  place*  the  Presi- 
dent and  [he  two  Tlouara  of  Congre**  in  conflict  before 
the  nation,  and  is  the  principles  involved  in  Euch  case* 
will  generally  be  of  the  fir*t  importance,  the  conilitnlion 
require*  that  the  political  issue  between  Ihe  President 
and  Consress  should  be  fairly  made  up  and  presented, 
so  that  the  triers  the  voter*  of  the  country,  may  have 
the  caie  fully  stated  when  Ihey  come  to  ait  in  Judgment. 
Such  waslhe  great  objecluf  Ihe  convention,  in  thoie  con- 
stitutional provisjuna  which  relate  lo  the  objections  of 
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Ihe  Preaident  and  the  yea*  and  naya  on  reconalderation. 
The  queation  before  ua  derives  addiiional  importane* 
at  the  preaent  lime,  from  the  doctrine*  started  on  tho 
subject  of  expunging.  What  will  be  the  consequences 
of  establishing  the  right  to  expunge,  and  Justifying  the 
conduct  of  Ihe  Seerelan*  of  War  in  this  caae?  The  most 
fearful  and  corrupt  reaultstniyentue.  A  *erTile  Senate, 
forgetful  of  Ihe  motives  and  reasons  which  Induced  the 
fathers  of  Ibe  conttitulion  lo  institute  their  body,  Inst  to 
every  sense  of  personal  dignity  and  self-reapect ,  either  in- 
dividually or  in  the  aggregate,  and  fitted  by  degradation 
to  offer  the  incense  of  Battery  to  the  nostril*  of  power, 
so  that  "  thrift  may  follow  rawning,"can,  by  uniting  Ihe 
doctrine*  of  expunging;  with  the  practice  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary, construct  an  engine  of  ezecutire  deapotitm  strong 
enough  to  crush  the  libertiea  of  this  country.  When  a 
President  want*  a  pretext  upon  which  to  refuse  the  ei- 
ecutjon  of  a  law  or  a  treaty,  he  ha*  nothing  to  do  but  to 
set  hi*  minion*  to  work,  and  have  the  Journal  ahowing 
Ihe  vote  on  the  passage,  or  the  advice  and  consent  of  tho 
Senate  in  treaty  ease*,  expunged;  and  then,  ur,  hemayisv 
■here  is  no  law,  there  ii  no  treaty,  and  set  up  fur  liimtelf. 

It  may  be  asked  whether  there  is  no  remedy  in  caae  • 
bill  through  mi*lake  should  be  signed  by  the  presidineoRI- 
cer*  of  each  House,  approved  by  the  Fresidenr,  aniTlind 
ita  way  to  the  records  in  the  State  Department'  There  U 
a  remedy.  It  is,  to  repeal  the  act.  Congress  must  aj>- 
ply  the  remedy,  and,  in  deciding  upon  Ih?  propriety  ofk 
repeal,  it  i*  a  legitimate  inquiry  whether  or  not  any  mii- 
take  waa  committed  in  Ihe  pasaage  of  the  bill.  Upon 
auch  Inquiry,  the  Journals  may  be  received  a*  evidence, 
and  may  have  auch  weight  aa  eaeh  member  choose*  to 
give  to  them,  and  they  might  be  repelled  by  parol 
Icstimony.  Of  all  this  Congress  hss  the  exclusive  right 
to  judge.  If  IbeSecretary  of  Wsrhastheright,  he  may 
always  refuse  to  execute  an  act  of  Congress.  Faas  a 
second,  a  third,  and  a  fourth  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alford 
and  Brush,  and  the  Secretary  may  refuse  lo  execute  any 
of  tliem,  alleging  Ihe  existence  of  mialake.  II  is  no 
answer  lo  say  that  you  would  impeach  him  for  repeated 
refuaala,  that  auch  conduct  would  manifest  corruption. 
He  may  honeally  refuse  obedience  in  every  case,  if  you 
allow  him  to  Judgei  and  I  am  one  of  Ihoae  who  think 
there  can  be  no  convielion  upon  impeachment,  unless 
corruption  i*  ealabliahed  and  fixed  upon  the  aceuaed. 
My  argument  is  intended  to  show  that  the  executive  offi- 
cer haa  no  diacrelion,  no  riglit  to  look  behind  the  law,  al 
publlahedby  the  proper  authority. 

At  a  judicial  question,  there  1*  not  an  Inlelligent  tribu- 
nal in  Ine  United  Stales  which  would  heaitste  a  moment 
in  pronouncinglbeact  for  the  benefit  ofAlTord  and  Brush 
the  law  of  the  land.  No  lawyer  could  frame  a  apecial 
plea  to  get  behind  the  record  in  the  Slate  Department. 
A  law  obligatory  on  the  Judiciary  ought  certainly  lo  ha 
obeyed  by  executive  officers. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  presented  my  viewa  of  thia  aingutar 
and  novel  case.  I  believe  the  Secretary  has  errcit,  but 
through  no  bad  motive. 

Mr.  WHITTLESKT  moved  to  recommit  the  joinl  reso- 
lution to  Ihe  Committee  on  Pension*. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  then  withdrew  hia  motion. 

After  *ome  further  discussion,  In  wliicli  Messrs.  VIN- 
TOX,  JONES,  ADAMS, BOND,  GARLAND  of  Virgi- 
nia, STORER.  GRENNKLL,  HOLSEV,  GLA8C0CS, 
BEARDSLEY, -and  HOAR,  participaled,  and  without 
taking  any  quntion. 

The  Houae  adjourned. 

SlTDRDai,    MiBCH   13. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
The  House  resumed  llie  consideration  of 
made  by  Mr,  Sri 


reconsider  Ihe  vote  reject- 
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infT  the  propcnition  to  allow  Ur.  NewUnd  lekve  (o 
appear  by  counsel,  in  the  proircD lion  orhiicliim  to  the 
aeit  in  the  Houte  kl  p re len I  occupied  by  Mr.  Gribih. 

Mr.  HAKD  reaiu-ked  thit  he  woiilil  not  hare  added 
one  word  to  protract  ttiis  debate,  if  he  did  not  deem  him- 
self meaiurably  responsible  for  !(■  introduction,  and  the 
interruption  thereby  of  the  actionoftliii  Uouae  upon  the 
question  of  further  timet  ■  question  which,  in  justice  to 
both  the  parties  interettei.',  ought  to  biTe  been  decided 
lotne  days  ago.  At  the  time  be  made  the  motion,  he 
had  risen  to  address  the  House  on  the  question  of  post- 
ponement, aiid  to  urge  the  propriety  of  granting  further 
time  tu  the  silting  member  to  collect  his  defenn*e  evi- 
dence. '  Uut  ss  he  had  intimated  to  the  petitioner  that 
he  would  move  his  admission  on  the  floor  of  this  Huuse 
before  any  further  discunion  should  be  had  in  relation 
to  his  petition,  he  had  therefore  lubmilted  his  motion 
at  that  particular  linne;  he  had  done  so,  too,  with  a  tea- 
•onable  expectation  that  the  motion  would  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  House. 

Whenthegentleroan  from  North  Carolina  [Hr.  Bianii] 
addressed  the  House  on  this  question  a  few  liays  since, 
he  (Mr.  U.)  was  ao  lituated  that  he  did  not  distinctly 
hear  his  remarks;  but  on  reading  them  ai  he  found  them 
publi^ed  in  the  Globe  on  the  next  morning,  he  perceiV' 
cd  that  that  gentlem»n  had  charged  him  with  improp- 
er rnolives  in  bringing  forward  this  motion. 

If  he  (Mr.  H.)  recollected  the  substance  of  those  re- 
marks, they  charged  him  with  having  introduced  it  with 
a  view  to  foreslail  the  opinion  of  (his  House  on  the  educa- 
tion ot  admitting  counsel,  and  with  the  intention  of  de- 
feating the  reaolution  reported  by  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  In  answer  to  such  a  charge, 
he  would  barely  remark,  that  come  from  what  source  it 
might,  il  was  unkind,  unparliamentary,  and  without  a 
shadow  of  foundation.  He  was  aware  it  did  not  become 
any  gentleman  to  indulge  in  personal  contests  on  this 
floor;  he  woulJ,  therefore,  only  add,  so  hr  as  he  liad 
been  concerned,  he  had  entertained  the  kindest  person- 
al feelings  towards  the  petitioner,  and  in  this  matter 
had  acted  in  accordance  with  his  expresied  desire,  and 
at  the  advice  and  request  of  his  wartnest  and  most  dis- 
creet political  friends.  What,  said  Mr.  H.,  was  lh« 
origin  of  the  motion  which  bad  given  rise  to  so  much 
debate!  How  did  it  acquire  its  preient  formf  When 
he  submitted  U,  if  he  nglilly  recollected  its  form,  it 
simply  asked  that  the  petitioner  be  sdmilted  to  a  seat 
upon  this  floor  during  the  discussion  of  the  question  of 
further  timeg  at  aii  events,  this  was  the  character  be  in- 
tended to  have  given  it.  It  was  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Uinr,]  whose 
political  orthodoxy  none  will  question,  that  had  thrown 
the  original  motion  into  ill  preaenl  shape,  by  modifying 
it  in  Buch  a  manner  u  to  permit  the  petitioner  to  be 
beard  in  bis  own  defence  on  the  final  question.  He 
would  atk  gentlemen,  then,  who  was  the  author  of  that 
portion  of  the  proposition  which  supersedes  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  gentlemen  composing  the  majority 
of  the  committee?  Was  he  the  political  enemy  or  friend 
of  the  petitioner/  Why  has  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  so  much  to  say  about  asking  nothing  from 
his  (the  petitioner's)  enemies?  Mr.  H.  thought  hecould 
see,  in  his  course,  a  desire  to  give  this  question  a  polit- 
ical turn,  with  a  view  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  the  sit- 
ting member.  He  [Mr.  B.j  had  charged  all  those  who 
had  expressed  an  opinion  against  the  expediency  of  ad- 
mitting counsel  on  ibis  floor,  of  entertaining  feelings 
unfriendly  to  the  petitioner;  and  in  answering  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentlenum  from  Masaachusetla,  [Mr.  Bian,] 
and  his  colleague,  [Mr.  GaiHiixLL,]  he  protested  against 
submitting  the  case  to  such  hands,  as  tlie  petitioner  had 
nothing  to  expect  from  such  a  quarter.  If  he  (Ur.  H.J 
bad  kepi  the  run  of  the  debate,  m  many  of  tbe  political 


friends  as  the  enemiea  bad  opposed  (he  amendment. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  never  consent  to  treat  this 
as  a  party  question  I  as  nothing  could  be  more  destruc- 
to  (he  rights  of  the  parties  conceroed,  and  the  free- 
and  sa^ty  of  the  electite  franchise,  than  to  turn 
our  legislation  on  such  subjects  into  mere  partisan 
squabbles.  If  be  were  to  follow  the  diclatea  of  his  own 
private  feelings  and  iodinalion,  without  consulting  the 
permanency  of  long-establiibed  parliamentary  usage,  be 
khould  most  cheerTu It}' accord  his  assent  to  the  propo- 
sed amendment.  This  he  wo<i1d  do,  however,  as  a 
mailer  of  grace— not  of  any  right  which  the  petitioner 
might  claim.  But  he  coniidered  the  amendment,  if  it 
should  be  adopted,  ii  doing  sotnethirig  more  than  ex- 
lending  an  individual  courtesy.  It  would  be  scttiT^  a 
precedent,  prospective  in  its  tendency,  and  as  durable 
as  your  records,  and  as  permanent  as  that  instrument 
which  hold*  this  body  in  existence.  He  wss  unwilling 
to  lend  his  vote,  out  of  mere  courtesy  to  any  individual, 
lo  introduce  an  innovation  so  mischievous  in  its  tendency. 
The  application  to  be  heard  by  counsel  at  the  bar  of 
this  House  must,  as  Mr.  H.  conceived,  be  either  ad- 
dressed to  its  courtesy,  ur  founded  upon  some  legal  or 
const itulional  right.  If  they  were  lo  credit  the  concur- 
ring testimony  of  a  number  of  the  friends  and  colleagues 
of  the  petitioner,  he  did  not  desire  counsel  on  the  main 
question.  It  could  hot,  therefore,  be  addressed  lo  tbe 
courtesy  of  the  House,  as  it  certainly  would  not  extend 
its  courtesy  to  a  case  where  it  wai  not  desired.  Uut  il 
had  been  said  that  the  claim  was  i  matter  of  imprescrip- 
tible right,  sanctioned  by  precedent  and  unirersal  prac- 
tice. This  he  denied,  as  what  had  been  the  former 
practice  of  this  body  WIS,  by  the  showing  of  the  journals, 
long  since  discontinued. 

Hie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  fiinun]  bad 
diseovrrrd  great  research  into  the  practices  anJprece- 
dentsofnot  only  this  House  and  Ihe  Senate,  but  of  tboie 
of  the  Commons  oF  Great  Britain,  and  from  Ihence  had 
adduced  cases  to  which  he  had  referred  us  as  authority 
binding  upon  this  House)  but  lie  begged  lo  remind  Ihe 
gentleman,  if  he  would  but  examine  those  cases  care- 
fully, and  inquire  into  Ihe  history  of  Ihe  psrliamentarj  ' 
proceedings  of  both  Governmenis  in  cases  of  contested 
eleclioni,  and  mark  the  change  that  had  been  introduced 
Into  Ibis  House  since  the  year  1804,  he  must  be  satisfied 
he  bad  not  furnished  (is  with  a  solitary  parallel  case.  In 
the  House  of  Commons  the  petition  of  the  claimant  ia 
referred  in  the  first  instance  lo  a  select  commiitce,  who 
sre  authorized  to  summon  before  thera  witnesses  to  tes- 
tify, viva  Boce,  of  the  matters  relating  lo  the  petition. 
This  committee  are  empowered  to  bear  and  determine 
the  whole  case,  and  their  declaion  is  conclusive  upon 
both  parlies  ai  to  the  right  to  the  leati  before  thir  com- 
mittee counsel  is  always  admitted,  lo  draw  out  and 
sift  the  evidence.  Similar  to  this  had  been  the  early 
practice  of  this  House;  and  in  the  first  case  referred  to 
by  the  gentleman,  the  caae  of  the  New  Jersey  member, 
in  17&7,  the  petition  of  a  number  ofciiiaena  of  that  Slate, 
complaining  of  the  illegality  of  the  election,  waa  referred 
lo  the  atanding  committee,  without  any  evidence  accom- 
panying il.  That  commiliee,  finding  tliat  Uie  client  of 
territory  embraced  in  tbe  United  Stales  would,  in  aome 
instances,  render  it  Impossible  to  obtain  n'Mi  race  lesli- 
mony  before  a  committee,  in  order  to  establish  some 
convenient  rule  by  which  in  future  the  House  might  be 
directed  in  collecting  this  kind  of  evidence,  asked  lenve 
of  the  House,  by  reaolulion,  lo  send  out  a  commission 
to  the  9tate  of  New  Jersey  to  take  depositions  to  be  read 
before  the  Rouse.  This  course,  although  warmly  re- 
sisted in  Ihe  House  by  some  members,  was  finally  adopt- 
ed; and,  from  that  time  until  1B04,  the  practice  had 
uniformly  been  to  take  Ihe  depositions  of  witnesses  at 
Ibcir  reudence,  and  to  commit  tbote  depositions  to  • 
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Committee  of  the  AThole  Houm,  for  tbeir  coiuideratlon. 
ThU  VM 1  parliil  cliKnge  in  the  mode  of  conducting 
conteited  electioni,  though  not  nich  k  one  u  wholty  dis- 
tienied  with  the  necenily  or  propriety  of  permitting  the 
parliei  to  ippeu-  by  couniel  it  the  bar  of  (he  HduK( 
and  hence  it  iru  that,  prior  lo  1805,  the  gentleman  had 
found  three  ca^es  where  CDUntel  had  been  applied  for 
and  granted,  though  there  were  but  two  caaea  where 
couiuel  actually  appeared.  But,  nid  Ur.  H.,  it  vrai 
worthy  of  remirki  that  in  (he  firit  ctM  cUed,  the  New 
JvKy  case,  the  jiiriBdiction  of  Congren  wa«  questioned 
to  tend  out  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  proceed- 
ing! of  the  State  election,  and  the  partie*  *«ked  that 
CDuntel  might  be  heard  on  thftt  poinii  and  Mr.  Uadison 
very  properly  remarked  that,  where  it i  jurisdiction  wai 
queatinned,  it  would  be  indelicate  for  the  Houic  to  deny 
counsel.  Couniet,  howcTer,  did  not  appear  even  in  thii 
case.  But  lince  the  year  1604,  Hr.  II.  aaid,  Rtiolher 
material  change  had  been  introduced  into  Ihii  branch  of 
parliamentary  practice.  From  that  lime  to  this,  it  had 
been  the  practice  for  the  parties,  on  regular  nolicei 
■erved,  lo  take  all  their  evidence  before  the  caae  wia 
presented  to  the  HousCj  in  wbitji  caae,  alt  the  papers, 
evidence,  and  other  documents,  were,  by  rulea  at  the 
HouK,  referred  to  the  standing  Cotnmltteeof  Electiotis, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  admit  the  parties  to  a  hearing, 
either  by  themielves  or  by  eouniel,  and  to  hear,  exam- 
ine, ana  siR  the  evidence,  and  report  tlieir  proceed- 
ings to  the  Rouse,  accompanied  by  the  srKumenlB,  brief, 
and  points,  presenled  by  the  parties.  Here  it  would  be 
perceived  that,  by  the  preaent  practice,  Ihe  partieshare 
the  full  benefit  of  counaet  in  that  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings where  it  is  moat  needed.  Vrom  the  consideraiion 
ortheae  facts,  Hr.  H.  contended  (list  it  wai  but  fair  to 
Infer  that  from  the  change  of  the  mode  of  conducting 
contested  elections  resulted  that  change  in  the  practice 
of  admitting  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  Bouse.  But  it 
was  not  necessary  lo  rely  upon  deductive  evidence  to 
satisfy  this  House  that  the  practice  bad  been  discon- 
tinued. Be  hsd  a  caae  in  his  mind  which  would  eslab- 
lidi  it  affirmatively.  He  alluded  to  the  very  first  case 
which  arose  afler  this  change  of  practice:  Iho  case  of 
Philip  D.  Key,  of  Uaryland.  All  (he  evidence  in  his 
oaie  was  sent  to  Ihe  standing  commillee,  where  he  was 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  counsel;  and  we  hear  no  more, 
although  twelve  cases  had  since  been  reported,  of  coun- 
sel being  heard  at  tlie  bar  of  the  House  in  cases  of  con- 
tested elections. 

From  these  considerations,  he  had  been  irresistibly 
brought  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had  been  the  aeltled 
Intention  of  (he  House,  from  its  earliest  biatory,  to  admit 
counsel  where  the  evidence  was  to  be  oollecled  and 
aifled.  And  this  rule  he  considfred  could  not,  as  had 
,  beeo  urged,  operate  oppressively  to  either  party  con- 
cerned, as  (bey  had  always  been  permitted  to  furnishi 
by  themselves  or  connael,  their  written  arguments, 
which  were  appended  to  and  formed  »  part  ot  the  eom- 
mitlee'a  report,  for  llie  informalinn  of  every  member. 
This  privilege  had  been  extended  to  the  petitioner  in 
the  ease  before  tlie  House,  of  which  he  had  availed  him- 
selfj  this  he(Hr.  II.)  thought  was  all  that  ariy  person 
could  reasonably  aik,  and  with  this  the  petitioner  seemed 
himself  to  be  contented.  He  should,  therefore,  vote 
against  the  reconaideralion  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Hr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  said  he  felt  called  upnn 
to  siyawordortwo  in  reply  to  his  colleague  [Mr.  HaSd] 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  His  colleague  had  seen 
proDcrtosuBlain  his  argument  by  rererence  to  him,  (Mr. 
M.,)  in  holding  him  up  (o  the  riev  of  the  House  as  a 
standard  of  polilicsl  and  parly  orthodoxy  on  all  party 
qnei.tiona.  He  mskes  the  remark  in  reply  to  (he  argu- 
nenl  of  tbe  honorable  gen11em«D  from  North  Cirolina, 


[Ur.  Biira,]  which  he  had  nut  the  pleasure  (o  hear. 
He  bad  never  aspired  to  the  distinction  which  his  col* 
league,  he  must  say,  so  gratuitously  conferred  upon  bimi 
ancf  in  offering  the  aubstitute  the  other  day  for  (be  mo- 
tion of  his  colleague,  he  was  influenced  singly  by  a  deair« 
to  aid  him  in  his  momentary  embarrsssment,  in  reducing 
his  motion  tn  clear  anil  diitinct  terms.  II  was  no  part 
of  his  purpose  to  assert  ■  principle,  though  he  confessed 
he  could  not  distinguish  so  satisfactorily  as  some  gentle- 
men  had  done,  between  the  admisnon  of  counsel  in  thii 
and  similar  cases,  and  other  questions  of  mere  private 
right.  On  questions  of  public  right  they  never  heard 
ciiunsel,  except  such  as  was  here  in  (he  representative 
capacity.  He  had  voted  against  the  admission  of  Coun- 
sel in  this  case  the  other  day,  because  the  petitioner, 
after  authorizing  an  hnnorable  member  to  ask  leave  lo 
appear  by  counsel,  had  changeil  his  mind,  and  authorized 
another,  bis  worthy  friend,  [Colonel  CoxMoa,]  (o  say  in 
his  place  that  he  did  not  wish  counsel. 

On  this  ground,  Mr.  H.  presumed,  many  gentlemen 
voted  on  that  occasion.  The  right  of  counsel  Mr.  M.  re- 
garded in  most  cases  as  agjeat  constitutional  right)  not 
to  be  abridged  for  light  or  transient  causesi  and  if  die 
petitioner  had  adapted  the  usual  eourie  of  asking  serious- 
ly by  petition,  Hr.  M.  could  not  doubt  that  the  House 
would  have  granted  it  by  favor,  if  nol  as  nf  right.  The 
petitioner,  however,  had  fallen  into  some  inconsistency 
in  respect  to  these  preliminary  m:itters,  no  doubt  in  con- 
sequence or  his  want  of  experience  in  controversies  be- 
fore thia  Housei  and  these  preliminary  question*,  in  con- 
sequence, hid  occupied  much  more  time  than  had  been 
anticipated.  Hr.  M.  hsd  regretted  to  see  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Biidii]  spend  so  much  of  hia  am- 
munition upon  the  small  game  of  (he  outposts,  instead  of 
reserving  it  for  u*e  upon  (he  main  question  preaented  by 
the  cnmmillee.  Ur.  M.  hadnotdlicoveredadisposition 
to  make  this  a  party  question  in  any  reaprct,  and  cer- 
tainly, (or  himself,  be  hsd  in  no  way  indulged  such  a 
dispositionj  but  Hr.  H.  would  say  to  the  friends  of  the 
silling  member,  that  if  ihey  continued  a  great  while  lon- 
ger to  rcilsl  the  coming  to  a  deciaion,  it  might  eic  long 
be  deemed,  in  this  Ilouae  and  in  the  country,  a  party 
question,  even  against  the  dispositions  which  now  exist 
here.  He  therefore  hoped  that  Ihe  House  would  come  to 
a  decision  upon  these  preliminary  questions  without  fur- 
ther delay,  and  set  an  early  day  for  the  conaiderationof  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 
favor  of  the  petitioner.  Justice  to  him  and  to  the  Slate 
of  North  Carolina  required  this.  He  hsd  leaned  over 
the  bar  of  thia  House,  asking  their  deciaion  every  day 
since  (he  meeting  of  Congress.  Aa  to  the  remark  of  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Hibd,]  to  provu  that  this  was  not  with 
him  a  party  question— that  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  suggesird 
the  terms  of  a  resolution,  and  that  it  was  well  understood 
that  he  (Mr.  M.)  wis  (he  very  essence  of  orthoduiy 
on  polidcsl  queatlons — he  must  be  permitted  to  say  thu 
he  did  not  feel  himself  complimented,  (however  intend- 
ed,] forit  cameinaahape  tnoqueationable,  too  "ghost- 
like," to  be  BO  understood.  Moreover,  the  juilgment 
of  his  colleague  on  questions  ofparty  orthodoxy  had  beep 
so  long  "infected,"  that  in  his  State  hia  conclusions 
might  not  pass  aa  hard  coin;  and  he  would  consider  him. 
self  obliged  if  his  worthy  friend  would  spare  bis  certifi- 
cales  in  these  matters. 

Mr.  PEYTON  was  sorry  to  hear  a  threat  thrown  out 
nf  miking  this  contested  election  a  party  question.  He 
did  hope  thisnever  would  be  the  case,  though  he  himself 
did  not  aee  how  it  was  possible.  He  uBderitood  the 
gentlemin  from  New  York  [Hr.  Mass]  lo  intimate 
pretty  plainly  (hat,  unless  gentlemen  took  a  particular 
direction,  they  could  and  would  have  this  a  party  ques- 
tion. But  how  was  Ihat  possible.'  Did  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  mean  lo  be  underrtood  as  intimating  iluit 
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th«*«  gentlemen  [Meun.  Gbihim  and  Nivlixd]  were 
not  both  of  tlic  umc  poIitieiF  Did  the  gentlenikn  in- 
tend Id  be  undenlood  h  charg'mg  that  tliere  had  been 
■ny  ebanre  in  (heir  politici  aince  their  canriM  before 
thepeopfe?  How  then  wu  it  po»ible  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  intimate  and  hold  up  a  threat  to  that 
bod;,  that  unleis  ■  certain  course  be  taken  by  ceKiin 
gentlemen  on  that  floor,  it  would  result  In  milcing  thii 
•  party  quFiiiun?  Why,  he  did  the  (rentleman  whoie 
cauM  he  advocated  great  injuiticet  for  the  two  gentle- 
men berare  the  people  declared  ihemielvei  to  be  of  the 
■ame  party.  Mr.  P.  denied,  then,  that  a  party  queition 
could  arite  out  of  thi*  caie,  unJer  any  circumitancea, 
and  he  hoped  Ihii  wu  Ihe  lait  they  abould  hear  on  that 
(ubjecl. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  orNorlh  Carolina,  asked  fur  the  yeu 
and  my*  on  the  motion  to  reconiider)  which  were  or- 

Ur.  MANN,  ofNew  York,  roac  and  remarked,  he  mere- 
ly wiihcd  to  aay  a  word  in  reply  to  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Tenneuee,  [Mr  Pmitoh,]  vihidi  wai  that  he  (Mr.  M.) 
coniidercd  himwlf /ectitrej. 

The  question  was  llien  taken,  and  decided  In  the  neg- 
ative; Yeaa  91,  nay*  96,  u  lullowi: 

Yiii — Meura.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Ath,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burnt, 
Bvnum,  Carobreleng,  Carr,  John  Chamber*,  Cbaney, 
Ctiapman,  Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  ClereUnd, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Craig',  Crane,  Cuibman,  Darlington, 
Davia,  Denny,  Dickerson,  Farlin,  French,  W.  K.  Ful- 
ler, Galbriith,  GnntUnd,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Harper, 
'  Hiwkini,  Haynea,  Hieater,  Holaey,  Hopkint,  Howard, 
Huntington,  Jabez  Jackson,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Kennun,  Kilgore,  Lunting,  Gideon  Ler,  Joshua 
Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Job  Hann,  Samaon  Haion, 
May,  UcKiy,  UcKennan,  McKim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Morria,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Pitter- 
ion,  F.  Pierce,  Dutee  J,  Pearce,  Phelpa,  Pinckney, 
Pot II,  Rencher,  John  Reynolda,  Joaepb  ReynoItU, 
Schenck,  A-  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shinn,  Spangler,  Storer, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Turner,  Vander- 
poel.  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams—91. 

Nils— Menn.  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Banki, 
Deardtley,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Bonlen,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Childs,  Coles,  Deberry,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
lap.  Evans,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Forester,  Fry,  James 
Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Granger,  Graven  Gray- 
son, Grcnnell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland  Hull,  Hannegan. 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Bamuel  8.  Harrison,  Hawei, 
Haieltlnr,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Jane*,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Benry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Judson,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Logan,  Lore,  Lnyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijab  Mann, 
Martin,  Hosea  Huon,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McLene,  Milligan,  Owena,  Parker,  Parks,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillipi,  Reed,  Roane,  Sbiclda,  Sick- 
les, Sladr,  Sloane,  Smilli,  Steele,  Touety,  Towns, 
Underwood,  While,  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams, 
Wi»e~96, 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  their  Tote- 

The  qae ation  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  HiRD,  Ihat  the  petitioner  have  leave  Id  appear  at 
the  bar  of  ilie  House,  in  his  own  behair.upDn  Ihe  subject 
of  his  petition. 

The  hour  for  proceeding  Id  the  orders  of  the  day  hav- 


Hoiite  wa*  prepared  to  take  the  question  without  fur< 
■her  discussion. 

Mr.  MORGAN  asked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  tbey 
wire  not  ordrredi  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mabd  wa* 
agreed  to,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  MAURY  then  moved  to  auspend  the  rule*  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  cooNderation  of  the 
other  motions  relating  to  the  report  of  the  Commitlea 
of  Election*. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to,  lo  Ihat  some  diapoaition  mighl  be  made  of  l^e 
subject  that  day,  for  it  had  already  precluded  report* 
from  the  standing  committees  for  about  three  weeks. 

Mr:  MERCKK  moved  to  amend  that  motion  by'slri- 
king  out  "  Ihe  purpose  therein  mentioned,"  and  insert- 
ing "Ihstlherulii  be  auapendedfor  the  purpose  of  call- 
ing for  reporta  of  commitleet,"  but  subsequently  with- 
drew the  motion. 

Mr.  HAMER  asked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr. 
Uinai's  motion,  which  were  ordered^  and  the  queition 
being  taken,  was  decided  in  Ibe  affirmative:  Yea*  143, 

So  the  rule*  of  the  House  were  suspended  for  the  pur' 
pose  indicated. 

The  CHAIR  then  explained  Ihe  pending  questions. 
The  first  recurred  upon  the  motion  made  by  Ihe  gentle- 
rosn  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Boid,]  from  the  Commillce 
of  Elections,  viz:  that  the  report  ofihst  committee  be 
postponed  until  Wednesday,  the  3d  of  March,  and  be 
made  the  apecial  order  of  that  day.  A  motion  to  amend 
was  then  made  by  a  member  from  North  Carolina,  pro- 
posing a  more  dikliiil  day,  but  that  motion  was  subse- 
Sjenlly  withdrawn.  A  muliun  wsi  then  made  by  a  gin^ 
eman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mins,]  to  amend  tlie  origi- 
nal motion  by  airiking  out  Wednesday,  Ihe  2d  of  Msroh, 
tnd  interring  Tuesday,  the  Bth  of  March,  lliere  wu 
alao  a  motion  to  recommit  the  whole  report  to  the  Com- 
miilee  of  Elections,  with  intlruclions,  by  anoihir  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Haan.]  The  qucatjon 
pending  at  thi*  lime  before  Ibe  Bouse  wa*  the  amrnd- 
menl  ot  Mr.  Miitu,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  Wednea- 
day,  Ihe  Sd  of  Msrch,  and  insert  Tuesday,  the  8ih  of 
March. 

Mr.  MANN  then  withdrew  b'ls  motion,  tnd  remarked 
that  he  had  intended,  when  the  House  had  decided  ihe 
oilier  prtliminsry  (question,  to  move  a  postponement  to 
some  day  not  fir  distant,  when  it  would  be  convenient 
for  the  Houae  to  take  up  and  act  upon  il.  If  the  present 
was  Ihe  proper  lime,  he  would  now  move  lo  postpone 
the  subject  till  next  Wednesday  wet  k. 

Hr,  MAURY  said  he  hoped  the  Houae  would  not 
make  Ibia  subject  the  order  of  Ibe  day  for  any  particular 
and  proiimste  day,  but  tbal  it  woulil  reject  every  n- 
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of  that  nature,  for  the  purpose  of  enlertaioing  the 
resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Ur.  HakD,]  to  recommit  the  report*  atid  documents  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Ettctions,  with  inttniclioM  lo  ^nt 
further  time  to  the  sitting  member  lo  lake  deposition*. 
He  respeelfuUy  asked  Ihe  attention  of  the  House  for  • 
few  moments,  white  he  proceeded  to  stale,  ai  succinctly 
as  he  might,  the  reason*  in  ftvor  of  audi  a  disposition. 
The  Committee  of  Elections  met  for  Ihe  first  time  on 
the  second  Monday  of  Ihe  present  aesiion.  The  chwr- 
mia  wa*  instructed  lo  inform  the  sitting  member  ind 
the  petitioner  that  on  the  folloving  day  Ibeir  preience 


in  ptra'm  and  by  counsel.  In  the  course  of  llie  session, 
the  sitting  member  aubmilted  a  protest,  in  which  lie  ob- 
jected lo  the  reception,  a*  evidence,  of  all  the  deposiUons 
referred  to  Ihe  conunliire,  on  necouot  of  tbe  vsguencs. 
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and  genenlily  of  the  notice*  for  Ukinj;  them,  which  hmd 
been  Berred  on  bim  by  ihc  petitioner.  The  counBcl  (or 
the  petitioner  combited,  with  much  ewneitnni  and  at 
great  length,  the  objectioni  contained  in  the  proteit; 
and  the  •onmittee  adjoorned  without  coming  to  any 
decision  on  the  Mbjecl.  This  prateit,  if  mituned, 
would  decide  the  quettion  tn  limine,  and  render  an; 
further  proeeedingi,  at  ^ait  till  other  teitiniony  not  lia- 
ble to  iti  exception  ihauld  be  produced,  unneccMary. 

In  coiMequence,  hoverer,  of  the  abtence,  from  indie- 
pMition  or  other  lufficient  cauae,  of  several  memberi  of 
the  oonimittec,  a  decision  on  the  protest  wis  deferred 
from  day  to  day,  until  a  full  session  of  all  the  members 
could  be  had.  Tbil  did  not  lake  place  till  the  ISth  of 
January,  when  the  objectiona  of  the  proteat  were  over- 
ruled by  a  majority  of  ibecommillee.  The  Bitting  mem- 
ber, on  being  apprized  of  this  decision,  promptly  ap- 
plied for  further  time  to  take  depositiont.  He  staled 
the  persons  whose  testimony  be  duired  to  procure,  the 
voters  whose  qualifications  he  impeached,  and  the  par- 
ticular disqualification*  under  which  they  labored.  That 
this  application  wa«  not  earlier  made,  is  ascribable  to 
causes  over  which  the  sitting  member  had  no  control. 
At  the  earliest  poasible  period  he  bad  offered  a  protest, 
in  the  nature  of  a  plea  in  abatement,  to  all  the  testi- 
mony before  the  committee.  If  a  decision  had  tieen 
made  promptly  and  adversely  to  the  views  of  the  titling 
member,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  appli- 
cation for  further  time  would  have  been  as  promptly 
made-  But  the  committee  did  not  so  decide.  The  in> 
vestigation  dragged  its  alow  length  along  till  the  middle 
of  JiDuary.  If,  then,  this  application  would  have  been 
deemed  reasonable  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
It  ii  contended  that  the  sitting  member  did  not  lose  any 
right,  ought  not  to  ba  depriired  of  any  privilege,  in  con- 
tcquence  of  a  delay  which  he  not  only  did  not  occasion, 
but  of  which  he  deprecated  the  continuance.  By  every 
comideration  ofjualice  and  fair  dealing,  he  stood  on  the 
1  jth  of  January,  when  the  preliminary  objections  raised 
by  bim  tu  the  recelrability  of  the  testimony  were  over- 
ruled, precisely  where  be  would  have  stoad  if  those  ob- 
jections bad  not  been  made,  or,  when  made,  been 
promptly  acted  on,  at  the  threshold  of  the  invesiiffation. 
Placing,  then,  the  sitting  member  on  thii  ^ound,  a 
ground  from  which  he  cannot  rightfully  be  removed,  let 
tu  examine  whether  the  merits  of  the  application  krr 
•uch  as,  if  made  at  the  outset,  would  have  entitled  hin 
to  the  delay  asked  for. 

The  election  whs  held  early  in  August  last.  ThL 
aitling  member  was  not  apprised  by  the  petitioner  of  his 
intention  to  contest  the  seat  till  the  3d  of  October  fol- 
lowing, a  period  of  nearly  two  month*.  The  first  notice 
to  take  deposition*  was  served  on  the  ulting  member  on 
the  19th  of  October,  and  the  39th  of  that  month  desig. 
natcd  as  the  lime  when  the  actual  taking  of  them  was  to 
Gommener.  In  all  this  long  interval,  rrom  early  in  Au. 
gust  till  the  19lh  of  October,  the  petitioner,  it  is  fair  to 
presume,  was  ransacking  the  district  for  the  purpose  of 
ferreting  out  testimony  to  sustain  his  pretenaionst  while 
tho  sittingmember,  perhaps  unapprised  of  these  search- 
ing investigations,  or  resting  secure  in  the  reluma  ol 
■worn  officers,  and  in  hisccrliflcate  of  election,  did  not 
make  corresponding  exertions. 

When,  therefore,' the  notices  were  served  on  him,  he 
had  difficulties  to  encounter  which  were  peculiar  to  his 
position.  He  had  a  disttict  of  great  extent  to  traverse, 
200  mile*  in  length  by  about  90  in  breadth,  comprising 
within  its  limils  SIX  sparsely  populated  counliec,  and  pre- 
senting, in  its  broken  and  mountainous  surface,  physical 
obstacles  to  travelling  of  the  moat  formidable  nature- 
He  had  to  encounter  tm  opponent  forearmed,  who  had 
already  surveyed  the  ground,  seler^ted  his  poiitions,  and 
manballed  hit-crray  of  witncMe*.    lie  had  to  kI  upoo 


the  inadequate  information  of  vague  and  general  notices 
to  appear.  In  rapid  auccesiian,  at  paints  remote  from 
each  other,  alike  uninformed  of  the  wilneaset  to  be  ex- 
amined, the  voters  alleged  to  be  unqualified,  and  the 
particular  disquslificatiuns  charged  against  them.  It 
resulted,  then,  from  the  very  neceswtiea  of  his  position, 
that  he  was  taken  by  surprise.  It  was  utterly  imposri- 
ble  that  be  should  prepare  himself,  beforehand,  with 
explanatory  or  rebutting  testimony.  Every  thing  wss 
withheld  from  bim  but  the  single  privilege  of  eraat-ex< 
amination,  and  of  that  he  could  not  avail  bimself,ln  one 
Instance,  at  leait,  even  by  attorney. 

The  depositions,  as  before  slated,  were  commenced 
to  ht  taken  on  the  39lh  of  Oetoher.  In  thirty  days 
from  that  time,  the  sitting  tnember  was  called  to  this 
place  to  eater  upon  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties. 
Of  these  thirl)'  days,  the  greater  portion  were  noiwpo- 
lixed  by  the  petitioner,  leaving  him  inadequate  time  ft> 
traeel  intermediate  diataneu,  much  less  to  take  depori- 
liona  in  hit  own  behalf. 

Such  being  the  Guts  of  the  case,  can  it  be  pretended, 
with  any  approach  to  plausibility,  that  the  silting  mem- 
ber was  placed  on  a  level  of  equality  with  his  competitor  F 
that  he  bad  an  equal  oppoKunity  afforded  him  of  pro- 
curing and  marslialling  his  tealimony.' 

At  an  early  stage  of  this  debate,  the  case  of  Letcher 
and  Hoorc  was  cited  as  a  precedent  in  point  against  the 
pending  application.  But,  so  far  asit  wssanalogousto 
the  present,  he  (Ur.  H.)  drew  from  it  a  directly  con- 
trary conclusion.  That  election,  like  the  one  in  quea- 
tion,  took  place  early  in  August)  the  district  was  much 
smaller,  the  country  more  level  and  traversable,  and 
not  only  the  names  of  the  voters,  but  llu  perton  for 
icAoni  wy  voted,  placed  on  record.  The  latter  advao' 
lage,  resulting  from  the  vita  voce  mode  of  voting,  must 
have  greatly  abridged  the  labor  of  the  parties  to  that 
controversy.  Tel,  on  reaching  this  place,  they  both 
applied  for  further  time,  and  furtlier  time,  till  the  lit  of 
January,  wM  granted  them.  In  point  of  &ct,  they  did 
not  return  till  the  middle  of  that  month,  and  they  were 
allowed  till  some  time  in  March  to  prepare  briefs,  and 
arrange  the  tettimony.     If  time  was  granted  to  both  ■( 


that  CI 
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On  the  SIst  of  November  and  1st  of  December,  depo- 
aitiona  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the  petitionerat  Morgan- 
town,  in  Burke  county,  about  six  hundred  miles  from  thia 
place.  The  utting  member  wss  notified  of  the  fact;  but 
alleges  that,  iniamuch  as  it  was  physically  impassible  for 
him  lo  attend  there,  and  reach  the  seat  of  Government, 
where  paramount  public  duties  called  him,  by  the  7tli 
of  December,  he  wrote  to  one  friend,  and  on  the  sug. 
gestlon  afterwards  of  his  abaence,  to  another  friend,  to 
attend  and  act  In  his  behalf.  Neither  of  them  did  attend; 
and  the  sitting  member  was,  in  Act,  unrepresented- 
The  deposition*  taken  under  thete  circumstances  are, 
therefore,  eC  forte,  and  ought  not  lo  be  received  a*  evt- 

lle  (Mr.  H.}  wss  no  Uwyer;  but  he  bad  aliray*  tin< 
derstood  that  the  object  of  notice  wis  to  ^ve  the  ad- 
verse party  an  opportunity  lo  attend  eilher  in  person  or 
by  stlorney,  for  thejiurpoM  of  cross-examining  witnesses. 
If  he  cannot  attend  in  person,  the  optior,  which  can 
alone  give  validity  to  the  notice,  is  taken  from  him. 
The  obstacles  to  personal  attendance  may  be  either 
phjsicator  moral.  Ph)iical,  aa  if,  for  example,  suffi- 
cient lime  be  not  allowed  him  to  reach  Ihe,  place  designa- 
ted in  the  notice,  on  the  day  appointed.  Moral,  ifpira- 
mount  public  duties  ol  which  tlie  pjrty  serving  the 
notice  was  cognizant,  called  him  in  another  direction. 
Either  of  these  cause*  would  alike  vitiate  a  notice.  If 
theiittingmember  had  been  represented  alMorgintown, 
on  the  occasion  alluded  lo,  this  objection  might  not  be 
iosUtsdon.     But  iwhewainot,  IbeargumentaddreMM 
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itaeff  toRibly  to  tbe  equitable  conridenktion  of  thii 
Mouie.  On  the  neccMi^  of  crDO-ezamitntion  to  tbe 
fulland  correct  evolution  of  Ticti,  Mr.  H.  wid  he  would 
not  enlarge  i  it  need  only  be  tugKcited  to  produce  a 

Jiroper  hnpreMion  on  every  mind  at  all  conrerant  with 
udieid  invettigatioai.  A  stale  of  tbings  migfat  ponibly 
aru^  reiultir^  fron  the  deraaon  of  the  Houm  on  otber 
point*  involred  In  tbit  controreray,  whicb  voald  loalcc 
the  admianbility  of  thia  teftimoo;  the  hin|«  on  wUcb 
tbe  election  would  tarn ;  and  the  qae«tion  i*  propound- 
ed, whether  gcctlemcn  could  recoacUe  it  la  their  sciue 
of  juatice  to  ouM  the  itUing  meniber  upon  the  evidence 
Wbichmay  justly  be  characterized  aiez  parte,  and  under 
nrcunntince*  which  would  render  them  cAnoziout, 
whether  deaerredly  or  not,  lo  the  imputation  of  pittial- 
itj,  or  It  least  precipituice  t 

'  There  ia  another  view  ol  thia  cue,  (Hr.  M.  «aid,) 
which  ha  wished  to  pretenl.  This  is  not  so  much  > 
conteat  bttween  the  silting  nember  and  the  petitioner, 
M  between  the  Disjorily  and  minority  of  (he  people  of 
the  twelfth  eonereaaional  district  of  North  Carolina. 
The  point  of  difficulty  is  lo  ascertain  which  is  the  rirhl- 
fiil  majority  of  lent  voters.  By  all  tlie  suiciioni  ofour 
free  institutioni^  the  voice  of  that  majority,  fiom  which- 
ever si4e  it  may  lasue,  lias  a  right  to  be  heard  on  this 
floor.  Every  avenue  ahouU  be  opened  which  may  let 
in  sddilionil  light  upon  the  subject.  Let  tbe  facts  on 
each  aide  be  fully  arvd  fairly  presented,  and  then  we  may 
arrive  it  a  decision  which  will  abide  the  test  of  public 
tcniliny.  Even  if  the  imputation  of  laches,  of  negli- 
gence in  procuring  teitimony,  could  justly  attach,  as  it 
cannot,  lo  the  sitting  member,  thia  should  not  affect,  in- 
juriously, the  inlerealB  of  those  whom  be  clsiOM  to  repre- 
sent. The  petitioner,  if  indeed  he  be  tbe  righlfiil  rep. 
resentalive,  cannot  be  injured  by  delay,  but,  on  tbe  con- 
trary, benefited.  Time  bss  ever  proved  itMlf  not  the 
enemy,  but  tbe  friend,  oftrulli. 

Another  argument  in  fiivorof  delay  is  deducible  from 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  law  of  Cun^reis  regulating  the 
mode  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  contested  election.  The 
sitting  member  was  auddenly  launched  into  tliia  ocean 
of  inveatigalion,  without  chart  or  compass  to  direct  his 
course.  It  cannot  be  aaid  that  lie  haa  not  conformed  to 
law,  when  there  is  no  law.  He  knew  not  what  evidence 
was  admiaaible,  and  what  inadmissible.  The  atttute 
book  did,  indred,  ooce  speak  upon  the  lubject)  but 
its  voice  his  long  since  ceoicd.  The  Tiw  expired  by  its 
own  limiiaiion,  and  Cengreaa  applied  no  Promeltiean 
lire  to  prolong  its  eiister.ce.  If  preoedenta  beappealed 
to,  they  are  vague,  loose,  and  contradictory i  sometimes 
adapted  to  aubserve  the  ends  of  temporary  political  in- 
tercata,  sometimeg  conforming  to  the  lawa  of  the  partic- 
ular Slate  in  which  the  conteat  arose,  Juit  as  the  caprice 
or  wisdom,  the  policy  or  piasion,  of  msjorities  in  thia 
body,  (r  ils  committees,  might  suggest.  Under  these 
circumilinces,  to  adopt  a  rigorous  rule,  and  give  It  a  re- 
trospective openlioii,  would  be  virtually  to  enact  an  ex 
^wtf/ado  law— ■  mode  of  proceeding  which  ia  the  resort 
ufdeapoDsm,  and  therefore  not  to  be  tolenlcd  in  a  free 
country. 

II  may  be  nid  that  the  sitting  member  should  have 
looked  to  the  liwa  of  Xorth  Carolina  regulaiing  the  mode 
of  proceeding  in  contested  elections  for  the  Slate  Legis- 
Iituie.  The  proper  reply  lo  this  ia,  in  the  Rist  plice, 
that  Ihoae  laws  hive  no  binding  force  either  upon  him 
or  upon  Coagresii  and  in  the  second  place,  that  regula- 
tions which  may  be  very  appropriate  lo  eaaea  of  which 
the  theatre  of  operations  ia  circumscribed  within  tbe  lim- 
its of  one  county,  may  be  very  unjust  and  oppressive  in 
their  practical  bearings,  when  extended  over  a  congret- 
■ional  district  ofaii  times  the  extent.  The  laws  of  North 
Carolina,  fur  example,  provide  that  notice  uf  an  inten- 
tion to  contest  tbe  seat  of  ■  awmber  returned  for  the 


Legtatature  (hall  bepven  witbin  thirty  days  of  the  meet- 
ing of  that  body.  This  time  may  be  amply  MifBcieirt 
where  the  sphere  of  investigation  is  confined  to  one  coun- 
ty. But  where,  m  in  the  present  ease,  six  counties  v« 
embraoed,  the  camber  of  day^  by  the  rale  of  prapoP- 
lion,  would  be  multiplied  sixfold. 

Allutton*  have  been  made  in  tbe  couree  of  this  debate 
to  the  political  preferences  Mid  oonnexions  of  tbe  par- 
lies to  this  controversy.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Hr.  BTaira,]  in  reference  lo  the  motion,  dic- 
tated by  a  sense  of  J  ustice,  of  the  gentleman  ^m  New 
ToA,  [Hr,  HiiD,]  to  aHow  the  petitiooer  a  teat  within 
the  bar  of  this  House,  and  the  privilege  of  speaking  in 
his  own  behalf,  remarked  the  other  day  that  he  would 
hesitate  to  receive  favors  from  political  or  personal  ene- 
mies. The  gentleman  lirom  New  York  [Hr.  Mm] 
threw  out  tbii  morning  an  intimation,  or  threat,  that,  un- 
less a  certain  course,  indicated  by  himself,  waa  pursued 
by  those  whom  he  was  pleased  lo  denominate  the  politi- 
oal  frienda  of  tbe  sitting  member,  this  would  be  made  a 
parly  question.     Political  or  personal  eiiem'ies'.    Party 

Siestiona!  Sir,  how  came  these  gentlemen  to  know 
St  the  political  connexiona  of  the  sitting  member  and 
the  petitioner  were  different  and  adverse^  Bumor  has 
informed  us  thai,  in  their  canvass  before  the  people, 
both  thoae  gentlemen  avowed  the  same  political  piefer- 
ences  in  regard  to  men.  If  the  rumor  be  unTounded^ 
they  both  have  seats  upon  this  floor,  and  can  disabuse 
our  minds  of  the  false  impression.  But  if  it  be  true, 
what  propriety  is  there  in  giving  utterance  to  such  sar- 
casnis  and  minaiory  admonilioni'  Grantinr,  however; 
(hat  those  gentlemen  have  held,  or  do  bald,  antagonist 
■eiitimenta  and  prererencea,  in  regard  tothe  great  ques- 
llona,  whether  relating  to  men  or  measure*,  wtilch  di< 
vide  and  i^tate  tlie  country,  it  the  principle  to  be  acted 
on,  and  not  only  acted  on  but  openly  avowed  in  this 
hall,  that  on  questiona  of  a  judicial  resort,  on  question* 
whicb  afTecl  the  purity  of  tbe  elective  franchise,  ihe  dis- 
ciptine  of  party  ia  to  prevail  over  the  dictates  of  juatice, 
and  right  to  be  Irampled  under  fiiot  st  tbe  nod  i^ 
power?  Sir,  this  is  a  jodicial  question.  Our  functions 
sre  those  of  judges,  not  of  le|palators;  of  jurors  to  try 
facta,  and  not  of  political  pirtisana  to  stifle  or  distort 
them.  Let  ua  examine  and  dceide  upon  the  question  in 
a  spirit  of  candor  and  imparliality.  Let  us  pisce  it 
where  alone  it  aliould  stand,  on  its  naked  ibstract  merits, 
separated  from  every  eitranecui  attribute  of  party,  and 
purified  from  the  discolurations  of  passion  or  of  prrju- 
dice.  Let  ui  grant  the  applicstion  for  further  time. 
Mr.  BOYD  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  but  being 
EleclionF,  it  would 
state  some  of  the  grounds  whicb 
induced  the  committee  to  refuse  the  aitting  membel' 
further  time  to  take  testtmon).  11  appeared  by  the  docu- 
ments which  the  committee  Iiad  examined,  that  the  pe- 
titioner had  given  written  notice  to  the  sitting  mcmbef 
on  tbe  second  day  of  October  lasl,  that  he  would  contest 
hia  election.  Thai  notice  waa  given  in  compliance  with 
the  law*  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  very  worda  of  ihe 
law  were  embraced  in  the  notice.  No  ge.ntleman  would 
doubt  the  legality  of  the  notice,  or  that  it  was  not  given 
in  good  time  to  tske  all  the  deposiiion*  which  mignt  be 
needed.  The  simple  question,  then,  befi>re  the  House 
was,  shall  the  sitting  member  have  mure  time  lo  lake 
lettimony  to  lay  before  the  House?  From  the  time  no- 
tice WIS  given  the  sitting  member,  lo  the  meeting  of 
Congreti,  there  were  sixty-six  full  days  to  take  testimony; 
and  he  seriously  aaked  that  Houae  whether  siity-si< 
days  were  not  aufficicnt  lime  fur  taking  all  the  lestimony 
which  could  pos«bly  be  necessary?  But  it  had  been  rew 
marked  that  there  were  only  twenty-nine  days  allowed 
fur  taking  testimony,  and  that  nearly  all  of  titat  time  had 
been  occupied  by  the    petitioner.     He  bad  oDiy  to 


yl^iOOglC 


2765 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


U»ca  13,  1836.] 


Conluttd  Election. 


[U.  ot  It. 


fcmirk,  in  reply  to  tlial,  that  the  tilting  mfmber 
iuid  tbe  tame  opparl unities  th&t  the  petitioDer  bsd,  if  be 
bad  ctlDMn  lo  *T*il  himielf  of  Ibem.  He  bad  ilated  on 
t  former  occuion  that  tbe  sitting  member  bad  given 
BiTnanf  notice*  of  placei  where  be  intended  to  take 
depoaitiona  ai  the  petitioner;  that  be  had  given  tbe 
petitioner  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  depoaitions 
at  placet  one  hundred  and  filly  miles  apart,  on  the 
aame  day,  and  Ihit  had  occorred  in  more  than  ooe 
instance.  If  gentlemen  would  turn  to  the  printed  doc- 
ument*, Ihey  vould  see  that  sufficient  notice  bad  been 
given  to  take  all  the  testimony  necessary.  But  if  it 
should  be  shown  that  tbe  titling  member  had  not  em- 
ployed himself  in  the  calteclion  of  testimony,  coutd  he, 
injustice,  aik  further  limeF  If  it  ^ould  appear  that  be 
had  not  diligently  searched  for  testimony,  could  he  come 
there,  and,  in  justice,  sak  mare  time.'  It  seemed  to  Mr. 
B.  uTtreaionable.  He  had  shown  that  the  petitioner 
gBTC  the  silling  member  notice  on  the  2d  of  October, 
and  from  that  time  he  might  hive  been  taking  testimony, 
tfbe  bad  thought  of  it;  but  it  appeared  that,  from  tbe 
3d  of  October  until  the  30th  of  that  month,  the  titling 
member  never  moved  in  the  tubject  at  all.  Let  gen- 
tlemen turn  to  tbe  tettimony,  and  examine  the  facta, 
and  not  trust  to  bit  arguments,  as  be  did  not  expect  to 
convince  gentlemen  by  arguments,  but  by  the  facts  of 
tbe  case.  The  first  notice  that  wai  given  by  the  ailting 
member  wat  on  the  13th  of  October.  Now,  what  wai 
be  doing  in  those  Iwenty.eight  days?  If  he  was  not 
taking  testimony,  he  might  hsve  been  doing  so.  But 
gentlemen  had  told  them  that  the  sitting  member  ought 
not  to  consider  liii  election  at  contested,  until  the  peti- 
tioner acted  in  the  matter.  Did  not  the  sitting  member 
believe  the  petitioner,  when  he  gave  him  notice  in  wri- 
ting of  his  intention  to  contest  hi;  election^  Such  being 
the  case,  Hr.  B.  asked  if  the  sitting  member  should  not 
at  once  have  applied  himself  to  the  taking  of  tettimony? 
or,  if  he  failed  to  do  so,  why  should  he  come  to  the  House 
now  to  ask  further  time?  He  hoped  he  had  been  un- 
derstood. It  was  a  fact,  and  be  repeated  it,  that  twenty- 
eight  day*  out  of  ths  sixty-six  allowed  tbe  silting  mem- 
ber for  taking  testimony,  had  not  been  employed  by 
him  at  all  in  that  business.  If  the  sitting  member  had 
come  there  and  showed  that  be  bad  been  employed  all 
bis  time,  and  that  waa  not  sufficient,  then  they  might  al- 
low him  further  lime;  but  the  facli  were  otherwise,  and 
tbe  notice*  would  show  lliero  lo  be  otherwise.  He  would 
not  enter  into  an  argument  with  tbe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee in  relation  to  the  protest  of  tbe  sitting  member. 
Hit  recollection  wastimply  this:  that,  atthe  earliest  stage 
of  the  question,  tbe  committee  did  virtually,  and  in 
fact,  decide  against  the  tilling  member's  protest,  and  in 
favor  of  tbe  wfflciency  of  alt  the  notices.  He  meant 
precisely  what  he  saidi  so  that  no  gentleman  could  be 
deceived.  He  staled  further,  that  if  any  application  had 
been  made  to  the  committee  for^furthertime,  before  the 
middle  of  January,  he  never  bad  heard  of  it,  and  be  wu 
regular  in  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee. 
This  Wat  a  simple  history  of  the  question.  When  the 
subject  was  before  the  committee,  the  chairman  had 
gone  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  notices;  he  bad  staled, 
that  notwithstanding  U  was  required  In  Virginia  that 
the  names  of  all  voters  charged  as  illegal  should  appear 
in  the  notices  for  taking  depositions,  notwithstanding 
that  was  the  express  law,  it  had  never  been  observed  by 
■  former  committees,  and  the  House  had  never  thought  it 
necessary  lo  require  ii.  At  that  lime  a  majority  of  the 
committee  decided  against  the  gentlenutn's  protest,  and 
in  favor  of  tbe  sufficiency  of  the  notices.  The  commit- 
tee went  on  and  examined  the  testimony  clear  through, 
and  took  notes  of  such  parts  it  were  necessary.  His 
recollection  went  further)  that  about  the  14t[|  January 
the  pMties  were  admitted  before  the  committee,  and  that 


tbe  silling  member  was  asked  whether  further  time  wai 
needed<  but  he  would  not  determine,  aud  n,ever  did  de- 
termine, until  he  had  examined  tbe  evidence  entirely 
througbj  and  on  the  I6th  day  of  January  he  came 
forward  and  asked  further  time.  He  believed  that 
this  auhject  ought  to  take  precedence  of  all  others. 
Every  con tidcralion  prompted  them  to  settle  it  a^  toon 
a*  the  facts  could  he  ascertained)  and  a  very  strong  case 
should  be  made  out,  before  thev  should  grant  further 
time  for  taking  testimony.  Well,  when  the  application 
was  made  for  further  lime,  what  were  the  grounds,  the 
written  grounds?  Turn  to  them,  and  you  will  discover  that 
the  most  important  one  was  the  evidence  of  tbe  sheriff 
of  Haywood  county,  which  evidence  wa«  to  prove  that 
some  six  or  elglit  illegal  volet  had  been  given  lo  the  peti- 
tioner; and,  by  two  other  genllemcn't  evidence,  six  other 
illegal  votea  were  to  be  proved.  But,  upon  examlnatioi^ 
of  the  documenta,  it  would  be  discovered  that  tbe  tetti- 
mony of  the  she  rifT  of  Hay  wood  county  had  already  beea 
taken,  and  the  agenta  of  both  the  parlies  had  attended 
the  eiaminition;and  at  to  tbe  remainder  of  the  testimony 
alluded  lo,  it  could  not  affect  the  final  retult.  He  con- 
sidered that  sixty-sii  days  were  sufficient  lime  for  th« 
Earlies  to  ttkeall  the  depotilioas  ueceasary;  or,  having 
liled  to  do  »o,  they  could  not  in  Juitice  come  forward 
now  and  atk  for  further  time.  Hi*  own  judgment  wa^ 
that  there  wat  sufBcienl  time  for  taking  testimony  before 
the  meeting  of  Congress  and  he  waived  all  other  objec- 
tions. He  could  not  perceive  in  what  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceeding Ibe  committee  bad  done  injustice  to  either  of 
the  parties.  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  documents, 
they  would  see  that  tbe  asking  further  lime  would  have 
been  in  the  first  place  an  unreasonable  request;  but  it 
wat  made  doubly  to  by  the  fact  that  it  wat  not  asked  un- 
til the  middle  of  January,  yet  tlill  more  ao  to  be  atked 
at  Ibit  time.  Why  did  the  sitting  member  not  appeal  in 
the  first  place  to  tbe  House  for  further  time?  He  bad 
looked  into  the  ex  partt  tettimony  which  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Ur.  Hiuai]  ha.t  complained  of.  The 
fac^  were  these:  the  sitting  member  objected  to  the 
testimony  taken  at  Horgantown,  because  be  bad  no  agent 
ther«  lo  crott-examine  the  witneaies.  Mr.  B.  aaked 
gentlemen  to  turn  to  the  records,  and  they  would  dis- 
cover that  ihe  sitting  member  had  twenty^even  daya' 
notice  of  the  intention  lo  lake  depositions  at  thai  placej 
and  ifbefuled  to  attend,  whose  ftult  wat  it?  Thit  wai 
a  strange  sort  of  argument. 

Ur,  HAURT  said  the  gentleman  bad  misunderstood 
him.  He  did  not  object  to  the  notice  which  had  been 
given,  but  he  bad  stated  that  the  tilting  member  had 
a  moral  obligation  of  a  paramount  nature  which  called 
him  to  Washington,  and  that  he  coutd  not  be  in  Wathing- 
ton  at  the  meeting  of  CongreMi,  and  in  Horgantown  at 
the  time  specified. 

Mr.  BOTD  resumed.  The  petitioner  had  given  Ihe 
aitling  member  tuffieient  notice,  and  he  might  have  attend- 
ed either  by  himself  or  by  counsel.  The  sHling  member, 
loo,  had  made  it  imposNbte  for  the  petitioner  lo  atteild 
at  tbe  times  and  places  at  which  he  had  notified  him  to 
attend.  If  he  recollected  right,  the  sitting  member 
miglit  have  attended  at  Horgantown,  and  then  come  on 
to  Washington;  but  certain  it  was  tbst  twenty-seven  day* 
wat  sufficient  notice,  to  that  he  might  either  have  stlend- 
ed  himself,  or  had  an  agent  lo  attend  fur  him.  But  he 
believed,  in  aame  of  the  written  communicationsof  the  sil- 
ling member,  it  wouldbefound  thathe  had  himself  stated 
that  he  had  an  agent  in  every  county  in  his  district.  In 
Hr.  B's  judgment,  Ihe  committee  had  done  right,  andhe 
believed  Ihe  House  would  do  wrong  if  it  granted  further 
time.  As  to  party  feelings,  which  had  been  spoken  of, 
he  had  only  lo  say  that  he  bad  turned  back  and 
examined  himself  thoroughly  to  see  if  party  had  any  in- 
flueneein  thecoursehe  had  taken,  because  he  ahouM 
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be  torry,  Htremrly  torrj',  to  ucettiin  her«a(t«r  Ihit  he 
had  been  •wayed  in  hi*  decwon  by  ptrtj  Teelingi. 

Mr.  UASOK,  oFOhio,  followed  in  reply,  ind  contend- 
ed thit  iheiitting'  member  had  not  been  klloved  >uffi- 
elent  time,  and  that  the  time  that  bad  been  allowed  waa 
almoatentirety  engrtMaedby  Ibe  petitoner,  far  the  fanner 
could  not  procecdto  take  teatimony  until  theUlterhad 
cloaed,  who  occupied  the  time  till  the  titling  member  vaa 
compelled  to  let  out  for  Washington.  He  waa  in  FiTor  of 
both  partiea  having  all  the  time  they  would  ny,  upon 
their  Donor*,  was  necewary. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  laland,  contended  that  it  waa 
indiapeniible  for  the  Houae  to  gn  into'the  merlta  of  the 
report  before  1h^  could  poaaitily  come  to  a  coneluaion 
whether  further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  or  not|  and  he 
wai  conaeqoently  oppoaed  lo  the  diacuanon  of  thia  pre- 
liminary queation  at  that  time> 

Mr.  GRAHAM  (the  Httine  member)  replied  at  length 
to  Ur.  Both,  and  ditap proved  of  Ihe  courae  taken  by 
the  committee  in  not  allowing  him  more  time  to  take 
teatimony. 

"r-  NawLiRB  (the  petitioner)  then  roae  and  returned 


,    .  .  .      r  on  the  floor 

_  jwn  behalf.     It  had  been  truly  mid  of  him,  remark' 

«dHr.  N.,  that  he  waaa  plain  farmer,  and  uniccuatomed 
to  public  apeaking,  which  muit  be  evident  from  thevialble 
embarraatment  he  felt  on  the  preaent  occaaion.  He  truat- 
ed,  however,  if  the  Houae  would  condeacend  lo  hear 
bim  on  Monday  or  Tueaday  next,  be  ahould  be  able  not 
only  to  overcome  that,  but  lo  hurl  back  much  thai  had 
been  aaid  to  bim.  It  waa  due  to  hia  own  character,  and 
to  the  righta  orthoae  who  aenl  him  there,  that  he  ahould 
aeek  the  earlieit  opportunity  to  do  thia,  attheaame  lime 
he  begfed  leave  to  anure  the  Houae  that  he  had  no  ho»- 
tile  motive  or  intent  to  accompliah,  and  no  latent  am- 
bition to  gratify.  He  prcaen  ted  himself  there,  tent,  aahe 
tolemnly  averred,  and  hoped  to  be  able  lo  convince  thit 
body,  by  a  majority  of  hii  conitituenti,  to  contend  for 
and  maintain,  to  the  beat  of  hia  humble  ability,  their 
rightly  and  not  hia  own.  He  again  eipreaaeJ  hii  deep 
and  unfeigned  obligation*  to  llie  Eluuae,  and  a  hope  that 
Honday  orTucaday  would  be  aaaigned  him  to  addreia 
Ibem  at  length. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD, 

The  Houae  then  adjourned. 

MoSDiT,  HiBcm  14. 
REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  MILITIA. 

The  Houae  tobk  up  the  following  reaolutioo  of  the 
I^egialature  of  the  State  ofNew  Yorlu  on  the  aubject  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  militia  ayalem  by  Congreta, 
preaented  on  Monday  lait  by  Mr.  Gillst,  via: 

"  JtetotBiJ,  That  our  Senatora  in  Congreai  be  inatruel- 
ed,  and  our  Repteaentativea  be  requeateil,  lo  uie  their 
eseriiona  to  procure  auch  amendmenta  lo  the  aeta  of 
Congreaa,  organizing  the  militia,  aa  thall  relieve  the 
people,  aa  far  aa  practicable,  from  the  burdena  of  ibe 
ayitem,  without  impairing  its  efficiency." 

Mr.  GILLKT  aaid  that  be  deaired  lliat  tliia  reaolution 
diould  go  Tor  consideration  lo  the  alanding  Committee 
on  the  Militia;  and,  with  the  view  of  presenting  distinct 
propontions  for  their  action,  he  moved  the  following 

That  the  commiltee  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  ao 
altering  the  laws  relating  to  Ihe  militia  aa  to  provide — 

Pint.  That  all  free  white  able-bodied  male  cilizm*  of 
the  United  Statea,  between  twenty-one  and  forlj-Rve 
yeara  of  age,  aball  be  enrolled  in  the  militia. 

Sscond.  That,  of  the  persona  ao  enrulleil,  all  who  are 
under  twenty-teven  yeara  of  age  shall,  once  in  eacli  year, 
be  called  out  for  a  period  not  Ich  thaa  aix  daya,  and  re- 


main under  arma  during  that  period,  witii  a  view  of  im* 
proveinent  in  military  diacipline  and  martial  eierciaet 
and  euch  peraona  to  be  minuiemen,  and  to  bs  firtt  called 
upon  in  case  of  innirreciion or  invaaJoD. 

Third.  That  the  penona  who  are  au  called  out,  and 
remain  under  arms,  aball  receive  a  reaaonable  compeo- 
aation  for  their  time. 

Fourth.  That  the  Government  of  the  Dnited  State* 
ahiil  fumlah,  at  proper  depoiitions,  for  ttw  uae  of  the 
persons  thus  called  out,  alt  needful  tent^  armt^  and  ac* 
coutrementa. 

Fifth.  That  there  tfaall  be  depoalled,  at  the  proper 
points  on  the  frontiers  and  seaboard,  all  neceaaaiy  and 
proper  arms,  including  brsa*  cannon,  and  accoutre* 
menta,  and  ammunition,  to  supply  the  enrolled  mill' 
lia,  when  called  into  actual  aervice  in  defiance  of  the 
country. 

The  constitution  of  the  Dnited  States  haa  veated  in 
Congtcat  the  power  "  to  provide  for  organizing,  arm- 
ing, and  ditciplinlng- the  militia,  and  for  governig  such 
part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  SlateS]  reserving  to  Ihe  Statea,  respectively,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  sulhoriiy  of  train- 
ing the  militia,  according  lo  the  diaciptioe  prescribed  by 
Congrcsa." 

This  provision  had  emanated  from  those  who  bad 
pledged  their  lirea,  their  properly,  and  aacred  honor, 
m  the  cause  of  liberty)  those  who  had  justly  appreciated 
the  evila  of  a  alanding  army,  and  had  referred  to  them 
as  one  just  cause  for  resitting  Briliih  sovereignly.  The 
wisdom  of  thia  provision  has  seldom  been  questioned; 
and  there  are  few  known  lo  the  public,  who  would  hat> 
ard  a  reputation,  by  advocating  the  abandonment  of  mi- 
litia, and  the  aubatiiution  of  a  standing  army.  The  po- 
tency of  the  latter,  in  controlling  and  directing  event*, 
not  connected  with  their  legitimate  employment,  hat 
been  too  frequently  and  forcibly  illustrated  lo  be  soon 
forgotteni  while  the  former  has.  on  all  occasions,  been 
found  a  aafe,  cheap,  and  efficient  power,  when  properly 
directed,  in  aiding  the  civil  authority  in  the  due  eier- 
ciae  of  Ita  power,  in  the  execution  of  process,  the  sup- 
pression of  domestic  violence,  and  in  repelling  invasion. 
When  Ihe  citizen  soldier  hai  accomplished  the  object* 
which  called  bim  lo  arms,  and  fulfilled  the  ret^uirement* 
of  duly  to  hia  country,  he  Joyously  bids  aUea  to  the 
lenled  field  and  the  horror  and  bavoc  of  war,  reiumea 
hia  station  in  society,  and  enjoys  the  blessings  of  peace 
and  tranquillily  in  the  bosom  of  his  family.  The  whole 
aim  of  hia  milllary  life  it  to  protect  and  preserve  hi* 
country,  and  aecurcto  himself  and  his  fellow-ciliiena  the 
enjoyment  of  freedom  at  their  own  fireside,  While  the 
hired  mercenary  of  Europe  is  impelled  by  hia  sppelite 
for  bounty,  the  Americsn  citizen  soldier  baa  no  motive 
but  Ihe  glory  of  hit  country  and  ihc  peace  and  happi- 
neas  of  its  citizens. 

In  order,  however,  to  secure  to  the  country  lliia  effi- 
cient, safe,  and  available  force,  it  Is  necessary  to  secure 
a  proper  organization  of  the  militia.  The  present  or- 
ganization does  not  produce  the  desired  result.  9oon 
afler  the  adoption  of  the  constilulion,  when  the  whole 
number  of  free  while  inhabitants  in  the  Union  amounted 
to  only  about  three  millions,  a  taw  waa  passed  organ- 
izing Ihe  militia.  It  bears  due  May  S,  1792.  This  law 
require*  all  free  white  able-bodied  personi,  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forly-five  years,  to  equip  them- 
selves and  perform  miliiary  duty.  With  ilight  modlli- 
cationa,  thia  law  remains  without  alteration.  Thi*  act 
waa  paaaed  when  our  population  was  limited  In  number, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  Indiana  were  hanging  upon  our 
extensive  frontier  with  hoslilo  feelings.  The  country 
has  undergone  aehangei  but  no  corresponding  change 
hasbeen  made  in  ourluw  regulating  thia  subject,  although 
it  ha*  long  been  dciired,  and  without  H  the-syttetn  mutt 
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^nk.  It  now  receivei,  for  the  want  «f  proper  legi*b- 
tive  attention,  much  of  public  contempt. 

The  conatiiution  of  the  United  Stitea,  in  prescribing 
the  dutietofthe  Preiident,  uyi: 

.  "^Heihill,  from  time  to  time,  give  toiheCoDgreuin- 
foriMrton  of  the  Mate  of  the  Union,  and  recommead  lo 
tbeir  contideration  lucb  meaaqrea  aa  be  ihall  judge  ne- 
ccMan  and  expedient." 

Uodef  the  direction  given  in  this  clause  of  the  conati- 
tulion,  the  lubject  of  the  more  efficient  and  proper  or- 

Sanitatlon  of  (Le  mililU  baa  been  recommended  by  the 
KTerent  Presidents,  in  ail,  thirty-two  dilFerent  times, 
GommenciDg;  with  General  Washington's  inaugural  ad- 

Ur.  Jefferson  is  now  allowed  by  «U  to  hare  poasessed 
clear  and  correct  rlewa  in  e»ery  Ihingthat  relates  to  the 
good  of  his  country.  Hi*  opiniona  are  at  Ihia  day  taken 
M  the  irue  standard  on  all  such  subjecta.  In  his  mrs- 
■age  to  Congress  in  1805,  he  awd: 

"  Whether  it  will  be  necessary  (□  augment  our  iHnd 
fsrcei  will  be  decided  bj  occurrences,  probably,  in  the 
course  of  your  session.  In  the  mean  time,  you  will 
oonaider  wbeiher  it  would  not  be  expedient  for  a  state 
of  peace,  as  well  as  of  war,  ao  to  organize  or  class  the 
militia  as  would  enable  ui,  on  a  audnen  emergency,  to 
eslt  far  the  service  of  the  younger  portions,  unencum- 
bered with  the  olil  and  those  baring  fsmiliei.  Upwards 
of  three  hundred  ttiouiand  able-bodied  men,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-aix  yeari,  which  i  he 
last  ceniua  show!  we  may  now  coiint  within  our  limits, 
wilt  furniah  s  competent  number  for  oRence  or  defence, 
in  any  point  where  they  msy  be  wanted,  and  will  give 
time  for  raising  regular  forces,  after  the  necessity  of 
them  shall  became  certaini  and  the  reducing  to  the 
early  period  of  life  all  its  active  services  cannot  but  be 
desirable  to  our  younger  citizens  of  the  present  ss  well 
•s  fulnre  times,  inasmuch  a*  it  engages  to  them  in  more 
advanced  age  a  qu-et  and  undisturbed  repose  in  the  bo- 
som of  their  fitmiliei.  I  cannot,  then,  but  earnestly 
recommend  to  your  early  consideration  the  expediency 
of  so  modifying  out  miJilia  system  as,  by  a  aeparation  of 
the  mt>re  active  part  from  that  which  is  tea*  «0|  we  may 
draw  from  it,  when  necessary,  an  efRcient  corps,  fit  fur 
real  and  active  service,  and  to  be  called  in  regular  ro- 

Theae  auggesliiHis,  so  pertinent  and  valuable,  have 
been  ampliBed  and  adopted  by  General  Jackion,  in  hia 
message  to  Congre«a  at  the  opening  of  its  preaent  sea* 
aion.  His  opini.ni  on  Ibii  subject  are  entitled  to  great 
respect  and  conaideralion,  as  (here  are  few  who  will 
deny  to  him  high  consideration  aa  a  milllary  man  and  ■ 
defender  of  tiis  country. 

In  hia  meassge  he  says: 

"  Occurrences  to  which  we  aa  well  as  all  other  naliona 
are  liable,  both  in  our  internal  and  external  relations, 
point  to  the  necenity  of  an  efGcient  organization  of  the 
mUitia.  I  sm  again  induced,  by  the  importance  of  (he 
subject,  to  bring  it  to  your  attention.  To  suppresi  do- 
mealio  violence,  and  to  repel  foreign  invasion,  ahould 
tliese  calamities  ovei^ake  us,  we  must  rely,  in  the  first 
instancF,  upon  (he  great  body  of  the  community,  whose 
will  has  instituted  and  whose  power  muat  support  the 
Government.  A  large  standing  military  force  ii  not 
consonant  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  nor  (o  the 
feelings  of  our  countrymeni  and  the  lessons  of  former 
days,  snd  those  alau  of  our  own  limes,  show  the  danger 
as  well  as  (he  enormous  expense  of  ihese  permanent  and 
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by  nicb  an  oi^^izstlon  of  the  physical  strength  of  (he 
country  as  may  bring  this  power  into  operation,  wheil- 
ever  its  wrvice*  are  required.  A  cUssification  of  the 
population  offer*  (he  most  obvious  means  of  efTecting 
this  organisation.  Such  a  division  may  be  made  as  wiU 
be  just  to  alt,  by  transferring  each,  at  a  proper  period 
of  life,  from  one  class  to  another,  and  by  calling  first  for 
the  services  of  that  clas^  whether  for  instruction  or  ac- 
tion, which,  from  age,  is  qunliCed  for  duty,  and  may  be 
called  to  perform  it  with  least  injury  to  thenuetves  or  tv 
the  public.  Should  the  danger  ever  became  so  immi> 
nent  as  to  require  additionsl  force,  the  other  classes,  in 
succession,  would  he  ready  for  the  csU.  And  if,  in  ad- 
dition to  this  organization,  voluntary  aasociations  were 
encouraged,  and  inducements  held  out  for  (heir  forma- 
tion, our  mililis  would  be  In  a  state  of  efRcient  service. 
Now,  when  we  are  at  peace,  is  the  proper  time  to  at^uat 
and  establish  a  practicable  system.  The  object  Is  cer- 
tainly worth  the  experiment,  and  worth  tbe  expense. 
No  one  appreciating  (he  hlesiings  of  a  republican  Gov- 
ernment can  object  to  his  share  of  the  burden  which 
Bucb  a  plan  may  impoee.  Indeed,  a  moderate  portion  of 
(be  national  funds  could  scarcely  be  belter  applied  than 
in  carrying  into  effect  and  continuing  such  an  arrange- 
ment, and  in  giving  the  necesaary  elementary  inatruc- 
lion.  Weare  happily  at  peace  with  all  (he  world.  A 
sincere  desire  to  continue  so,  and  a  fixed  determinition 
to  B'ive  no  juat  cause  of  offence  to  other  nations,  furnish, 
unfortunalely,  no  certain  grounda  of  expectation  that 
(his  relation  will  be  uninterrupted.  With  (bis  de(ermi- 
nstion  to  give  no  offence  is  associated  a  resolution,  equal- 
ly decided,  tamely  lo  submit  to  none.  The  armor  and 
the  Btlitude  of  defence  afford  the  best  securily  against 
those  collisions  which  the  ambition,  or  interest,  or  some 
other  passion  of  nations  not  more  juatifiible,  is  liable  to 
produce.  In  many  countries  it  is  considered  unsafe  to 
put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  to  instruct 
them  in  tbe  elements  of  military  knowledge.  That  fear 
can  have  no  place  here,  when  It  is  recollected  that  the 
people  are  the  sovereign  power.  Our  Government  wat 
inatituted  and  I*  aupported  by  the  hallut.boi,  not  by  tbe 
muikct.  Whatever  changea  await  it,  still  greater  chan- 
ges must  he  made  in  our  aocial  iniliiulions,  before  our 
political  system  can  yield  to  physical  force.  In  every 
aspect,  therefore,  in  which  1  can  view  the  subject,  1  am 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  a  prompt  and  efficient 
organisation  of  the  militia." 

Ur.  G.  said  the  eonctusions  of  hia  judgment  accorded 
very  nearly  with  the  President's,  aa  would  be  observed 
by  reference  tn  the  propositions  he  had  submitted. 

It  is  objected  to  the  present  system,  first,  that  the 
number  required  to  perform  militia  duty  is  unneceassrily 
large. 

This  is  a  true  and  a  valid  objection.     The  present  or- 

Ssnization  was  adapted  to  the  limes  at  which  it  was  pro- 
ceed. The  number  of  persons  liable  to  perform  duty 
under  it  at  that  time  cannot  now  be  ascertained;  but, 
judjong  from  (be  amount  of  popuIadoD  tlien  and  now, 
]|  may  be  fairly  eitimated  at  atiout  two  hundred  and  Blly 
thousand.  Thia  militia  force  wa«  (hen  considered  aD)> 
ply  sufficient  (o  protect  our  extended  and  varied  fron- 
tiers under  (he  mos(  adverse  circumstances.  The 
country  bsB  changed,  but  there  ia  no  modilicaiion  of  the 
system.  The  law  that  then  secured  the  services  of  two 
hundred  and  filly  thousand,  now  imposes  duty  upon 
nbout  a  million  and  a  half  of  penons.  These  men  are 
called  out,  upon  sn  average,  at  least  three  dsyt  in  esch 
year.  If  (heir  (ime  and  expenses  are  valued  at  one 
dotlsT  per  day,  it  form*  an  aggregate  of  four  milliona 
five  hundred  thousand  doDars  per  annum.  The  welfar* 
of  (his  country  does  not  require  such  an  annual  lax, 
which  falls  almost  exclusively  upon  (bat  ctasa  which  ia 
least  able  to  bear  it. 
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To  obviate  thim  objection,  ha  hul  propowd  merel*  to 
enrol  ■  liritB  Taror,  but  not  to  requira  injr  duly  of  a 
?tr)r  Urice  oortion  nf  the  prrtoni  compo^ng  it,  «xc«pt 
when  eilled  Into  Rctiiat  urriee. 

The  weond  objection  i«,  that  the  prcMnt  taw  requirea 
the  acivlee  at  minora  who  are  eighteen  or  upward), 
while  their  time  and  Mrrlcra  belong  to  the  parent,  and 
that  the  parent  la  compelled  to  eqnip  hia  aoni,  Thii 
objection  1i  not  villioul  1i«  force.  There  i«  llitic  Jiiatlce 
In  requiring  of  one  who  la  payinff,  or  has  paid,  on  hia 
0<rn  account,  the  militia  lax,  to  iri'c  up  the  time  oT  hti 
■ona  Tor  this  purpoae,  and  much  ieaijuttlee  in  irqulrin^ 
him  to  purchaae  arma  for  Ihetn.  Thii  period  arlih  very 
many  y otin^  men  la  apent  at  aclioot,  and  In  other  em- 
)>1nynicnta,  which  render  it  mcon»enient  for  Ihem  to 
meet  the  requirementa  of  luch  a  law.  Moralitta  hare 
lonit  objected  to  minora  cniering  upon  Ihoae  dutieaat 

He  had  prorided  that  the  earlieat  period  of  en  rol.'nent 
ihouM  be  at  the  t-gt  of  twenty-one  yeara.  Thia  ii  the 
period  when  young  tntn  have  flnlahed  Iheir  education 
and  become  maatera  of  Iheir  own  aclioni,  when  they 
became  entitled  to  the  priviieii^aor  freemen,  and  ahould 
■hare  in  (he  honor  and  reaponsibHily  of  prolrctinK  and 
derEnilinff  ihe  country  from  all  foreign  or  domeatic  ag- 

A  third  objeetion  ia,  that  thoae  whoae  ebaraoter  and 
•landing  in  aociety  qualify  Iheto  to  anilain  the  credit  and 
reaped  ability  of  the  milllia  are  exempt  from  duly.  Tlie 
weight  of  lliia  nbjeclinn  reata  upon  llie  extent  and  char- 
acter of  Ihc  exemptlona.  )n  wtne  of  the  Statea  i(  will 
be  found  that  those  who  participate  in  Ihe  honnra  of 
certain  public  employmenia,  and  thoae  cngageil  in  cer- 
tain profeaaiona  and  callinga,  are  exempt  from  duly. 

Mr.  Q.  aaid  he  knew  of  no  one  whnie  alatinn  in  ao- 
ctttv,  or  whoae  calling,  exalted  iiim  aboTc  llie  obligation 
of  defending  hii  cnumry.  He  hoped  no  man  wna  cnn- 
■idered  above  defcnilinK  it.  He  who  adminiatera  jiiilice 
In  the  forum,  and  he  who  performa  llie  aacrrd  riieaof 
our  religion  at  the  aliar,  might  w.ll  .id  in  living  dignity 
and  aanctity  to  ihe  giorioua  •miiloymrnt  of  protecting 
'and  deFending  our  allara,  our  wirea,  our  children,  (nd 
our  bomea.  Wliiie  tlie  mott  diilinguiilied  claiaei  are 
exempt  from  duty,  the  aervice  linka  into  diarepuie,  and 
II  becomea  Ihe  tciirn  and  contempt  of  ihoae  who  ought 
to  be  ila  chief  aupporters,  if  not  of  Ihe  whole  commu* 
nllj. 

He  had  made  no  provision  to  allow  any  enmptat  anil 
he  conBdently  expected  iliit  llie  effect  of  enrolling  all 
would  be  ti^place  the  prolecling  our  country  on  rle- 
TateJ  grouncf.  Should  he  ever  meet  a  man  who  looked 
upon  defending  it  as  beneath  him,  he  ahould  pUce  him 
on  the  catalogue  of  Ihe  enemiea  of  the  country. 

The  fourth  objeetion  is,  tint  llie  arnii  and  acctNitre- 
nirnta,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  militia,  aro  not  generally 
Bt  for  aclusl  immediate  aervice. 

Mr.  O.  aald  he  waa  well  aware  of  Ihe  validity  of  thia 
objection.  Not  an  inconaidersblo  poKion  of  ihe  arma 
now  met  with  in  Ihe  ranka  of  the  milllia  were  auch  aa 
would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  army. 

Mr.  0,  aaid  we  have  two  national  armoriea,  one  at 
Springfield,  and  Ihe  other  at  Harptr'a  Terry,  at  which 
arma  are  fabricated  for  the  nie  of  the  regular  army.  At 
Iheie  the  muaket  now  coils  tl2  95,  and  Ihe  aconulre- 
Inenla  complete  cost  $3  01,  making  fli  36.  Hall's 
rifle  eoaia  tl7  50,  and  the  accoulremema  for  it  $4  03. 
making  $21  SS.  The  carbine  costs  918.  Since  the 
Revolution,  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
manuficture  of  powder,  and  it  now  has  nearly  double 
Ihe  airength  it  then  had.  It  followa,  of  courae,  that  a 
corresponding  change  ia  required  in  Ihe  strength  of  the 
muaket.  'fhechinge  ia  now  introduced  In  our  armoriea, 
«nd  heTMncr  they  will  not  only  poneti  the  rrquiaite 


airength,  but  will  be  ao  conilructed  that  each  part  of  a 
musket  will  fit  any  other  one  of  a  like  conatruction. 

In  addition  to  iba  two  national  armories,  there  are  six 
private  ones,  at  which  luch  arma  are  made  aa  are  de- 
signed to  be  distribulrd  under  the  law  of  1808,  pro- 
viding fur  the  arming  of  the  militia.  At  each  of  thtas 
armories  all  arma  are  intpecied  and  proved  by  amenta  of 
tlie  ordnance  department,  before  Ihey  are  received  \tf 
the  Government.  At  Iheae  trial*  many  are  condemned. 
Others,  that  have  been  in  the  uae  of  lb*  Government, 
are  condemned  a*  unfit  for  Ihe  army.  All  these  con> 
demned  arms  are  now  aold,  and  •  vaat  number  of  them 
■re  found  in  Ihe  hands  of  Ihe  militia.  That  very  many 
of  them  are  worae  than  uaelesa  all  must  admlti  and  ha 
hoped,  hereafter,  meatures  would  be  adopted  to  pre- 
vent the  increase  of  thia  evil. 

Mr.  G.  aaid  he  would  add,  that  aome  of  theae  refus« 
and  condemned  musketa  were  aold  as  tow  as  four  dolisn 
and  fifty  cenla.  Another  portion,  now  in  the  handa  of 
the  militia,  were  the  reliea  of  our  former  warv,  of  dif^ 
ferent  ms^rniludea  and  constructions,  and  covered  with 
the  ruat  of  the  last  century,  and  many  in  Ihe  worst  poi- 
aible  order.  He  thought  many  aregiment.  If  faced  about 
to  meet  an  enemy,  would  find  a  verj-  targe  portion  of 
their  arma  quite  incompetent  for  defence.  Msny,  also, 
would  prove  fsr  more  fa'al  to  their  poaaeaaors  than  to  tb« 
enemy.  Their  fmiltineas  would  prove  fruitful  in  diaat- 
tera,  produce  confualon  and  dismay,  which  would  ba 
likely  to  end  in  defeat  and  illagrace. 

To  guard  agalnat  the  erila  luilculaled  to  flow  from  thia 
sourer,  he  had  proposed  that  the  Government  should 
furnish  alt  the  arma  and  accoutrements.  Then  all  the 
arliclea  used  would  be  of  the  best  quality,  and  fit  for 

Thesoldierrequlreathesameguarantee  from  the  Gov- 
ernment  ofthe  giwdness  of  his  >i  ma  with  which  he  de- 
fends the  country,  aa  he  does  of  the  genuinrneaa  of  tha 
coins  in  which  his  wage*  ahould  be  paid.  Why  should 
ihe  militiaman,  the  efficacy  of  whoae  first  aim  may  ao 
maleriatly  affect  the  quealiun  of  aiiccesi>.  be  aupplied 
with  an  infcHor  article'  It  may  be  aaid  he  should 
buy  llie  genuine  articlet  in  reply  to  which  it  may  be 
aaked,  where  can  it  be  purehasedf  The  valusbla 
products  of  Ilia  national  armoriea  are  not  thrown  into 
market  for  aalei  und,  if  ibey  were,  self-interest  or  ne- 
cessity would  Iniluee  a  large  majority  to  purchase  th* 
Inferior  snide,  un  account  of  its  cheapness.  The  poor 
arliclr,  which  ia  one  of  mercantile  apeculatlon,  ia  al> 
moat  the  only  one  within  hia  reach.  Hence  the  militia 
are  compelled  to  purchaie  the  refuse  article  Ihruwn  from 
your  armories,  the  like  arllcle  from  abroad,  or  such  aa 
are  manufactured  by  individuals  on  specolilion,  where 
there  is  no  guarantee  of  quality  beynnd  Ihe  external  ap- 
pearance. It  ia  uaeleas  to  require  the  militia  to  furniah 
their  own  armr,  when  they  are  ao  aeldom  fii  for  actual 
aervice.  The  Government  ahould  furniah  them,  and 
keep  Ihem  at  auch  places  as  will  enable  Ihe  minulemen 
at  all  limea  to  be  aupplied  with  a  firat-nte  aafe  article, 
to  be  returned  when  no  longer  needed. 

A  fifth  objection  is,  that  no  mifilary  knowledge  is  de- 
rived from  the  ordinary  trainings. 

Mr.  G.  aaid  he  could  not  admit  Ihe  truth  of  Ihii  objec- 
lion  to  the  full  extent.  In  many  apctloni  of  Ihe  Union 
there  are  Iboae  who  profit  largely  by  their  efloria  at  im- 
provement. Whole  companiea,  and  even  whole  regi- 
ments, liad  arrived  at  a  slate  of  discipline  wnrthy  an 
American  militia,  and  even  a  rrgular  army.  His  own 
personal  knowledge  enabled  him  to  aay  that  mililary  tal- 
int  had  been  frequently  developed  at  militia  Irainingt 
:hat  would  not  aufier  by  comparison  with  much  in  tha 
■egubr  aervice.  Still  it  moat  l>e  ailmitled  that  less  mil- 
itary knowledge  hail  been  generally  acquirEd  than  a 
due  regard  to  our  welbre  required./  Tbe  arers^  time 
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Ui»t  penoM  now  trtin,  in  eieb  year,  Ukbout  three  dijit 
iMking  m  a^p^Bale,  during  the  twenty-teven  yean  ot 
•enrice  rrquiud  h)'  !■«,  of  eighty-one  dkyi.  It  hid  not 
been  cuitomu-y  to  call  oiit  the  privatei  more  (liin  one 
day  at  ■  lime*  and  the  conteqiience  hid  been,  tb>t  be- 
tween the  truninf^s  they  uiutlty  Torgot  much  of  what 
tbey  had  previouriy  lesrned.  By  the  time  Che  word*  of 
command  became  inlelligible  to  them,  llie  eserclie  wai 
•nded.  He  propoied  to  require  the  trainings  to  con- 
tinue at  leaat  a  week.  During  Ihii  cont'muoui  period, 
•Mich  inatruction  mlpht  be  imparted,  which  would  not 
be  aoon  for^tlen.  The  agmgate  of  aeirice  would  be 
leaaened  more  than  one  half,  while  the  improvement 
would  be  cjuadrupleil.  Instead  of  requiring  el|;hty.one 
daya'  lerviee  during  the  wiiole  term,  only  thirty-aix 
vould  be  exacted,  making  a  UTing  of  forty-five  days- 
Mr.  Q.  Ihouglit  it  impiiMible  lo  keep  up  a  millliry 
•pirit  in  the  eounli^,  without  traininga  and  martial  ex- 
htbition.  -He  would  ask  when  it  was  that  K'ntlemen 
ISeh  the  beating  of  the  high  military  pulsef  The  answer 
nual  be,  at  the  time  they  saw  a  brilliant  military  array, 
conducled  in  an  orJesly  tnamier.  He  well  recollected 
It  wa«  Iheae  exhibitions  that  induced  liim,  at  an  early 
■Ke,  lo  leave  the  quiet  enjoymentiof  home  for  the  camp 
of  war,  and  regret  itllt  lingered  in  hia  bosom  that  pa- 
rental Buihoriiy  had  defealed  hia  purpose  of  doing  ao. 
The  periodical  and  protracted  tramingi  which  he  had 
propoaed  would  develop  the  jnllitiry  talent  tcquired  in 
«aae  of  aetual  (crvice,  and  would  foater  a  spirit  that 
would  never  yield  to  any  oppoting  force.  It  would  pre- 
pare a  corps  of  active  young  men,  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency, the  very  eiiitenoe  of  which  would  preserve  do- 
nteaticquiet  and  prevent  all  iuTtiiion*.  It  would  restrain 
the  turbulent  ipiril  oflhe  Indiana  in  the  Weit,  and  cause 
them  lo  respect  our  aulbarity,  which  they  would  other- 
wise contemn.  It  would  also  restrain  the  oulhreakingi 
of  that  spirit  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  excited  at 
the  South  by  the  niacbievousneM  or  wickedneii  of  fanat- 
kiam. 

The  aixlh  objection  urged  against  the  present  kw  is, 
that  it  requires  everj  person  to  equip  hinuelf  ai  his  own 
•xpenie. 

Ur.  Q.  said  he  bad,  when  discussing  the  quality  of 
equipments  in  the  handi  of  the  militia,  paKlally  esamin- 
td  this  point.  He  was  of  the  opinion  the  true  basii  of 
•U  taxation  U  properly.  The  tax  should  be  laid,  not 
upon  the  individuals,  but  upon  the  wealih  of  the  country- 
No  one  would  pretend  that  it  would  be  juat,  or  consist- 
ent with  the  spirit  of  our  inslitutioni,  to  tax  the  man  who 
was  not  wnrtb  a  dollar  the  same  that  you  would  one 
Worth  ten  thouaand  dollirs.  Such  a  proposition  would 
And  favor  in  no  quirler.  If  it  shoulil  ever  become  ne- 
cestary  to  lay  a  direct  tax,  i«  there  a  ungle  member  in 
this  House  who  would  propose  lo  tix  every  individual, 
let  him  have  much  or  liitle  property,  the  ssme  sum? 
Would  any  one  expect  the  concurrence  of  ihe  people  in 
a  proposition  to  tax  alt  the  free  while  able-bodied  citi- 
■ena  between  Eighteen  and  fonyfive  years  oF  age,  the 
Mm  uf  fifieen  dollars,  leaving  all  others  uniaxedf  The 
ordinary  expenae  of  a  good  musket,  baynnel,  and  ac- 
GOUtremenU,  is  about  fifteen  dollara,  while  Ihe  aanw 
quality  of  riftea  and  appendiigea  coal  about  twenly.  The 
bw,  which  requires  certain  of  our  cititens  to  provide 
themselves  with  equipments,  rests  in  equity  upun  the 
aime  foundation  at  the  tax  just  nienlioned.  it  uequal- 
Yf  unjust,  and  as  much  at  variance  with  the  principles  of 
free  Government.  He  had  providrd  in  hii  propositions 
that  arms  should  be  furnished  by  the  Gorerntnent  at  its 

Mr.  G.  Slid  that  the  principle  of  the  law  which  exacts 
a  service  in  lime  of  one  citizen,  not  required  of  another 
without  eomprnsalion,  reila  upon  the  foundation  just 
mentioned.     To  individuals  it  waa  of  little  consequence 


t 


whether  you  require  ofihemaday's  labor,  or  their  earn- 
ings for  i  dsy.  It  it  alike  a  tax.  With  Ihe  militia  it  ia» 
lax,  not  impoaed  upon  the  community  generally,  but  it 
falla  usually  upon  that  clati  of  persons  least  able  to  bear 
it.  What  reason  can  be  asiigned  why  a  man  under 
forly-Sve,  of  Ihe  same  wealth,  should  pay  a  tax  frtHH 
which  his  neighbor,  who  is  ayear  older,  is  exempt?  Why 
should  we  make  a  man  who  is  able-bodied  pay  a  tax 
from  which  a  neighbor  is  exempt,  because  he  has  some 
slight  personal  defect,  which  may  not  prevent  him  from 
conslant  labor?  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
those  who  werefortunateenoagh  to  hold  official  station^ 
and  those  who  devoted  themselves  lo  parlieular  elevated 
callings,  should  be  ezrmpi  from  taxes  imposed  on  others 
in  humble  walks  in  life.  They  needed  the  protection 
of  the  Government  ss  much  as  others,  and  ^ould  equal- 
ly participate  in  the  hardships  and  expenses  of  defending 
it.  There  should  be  no  privileged  orders.  The  Iswi 
should  protect  all,  and  all  should  be  required  lo  aid  in 
their  nipport  in  the  preservation  of  freedom. 

The  astne  rule  which  you  apply  to  others  serving  tha 
public  ought  to  be  applied  to  those  who  serve  it  as  mili- 
tlamen.  Not  an  officer,  from  the  President  to  die  least 
important  townofBcer,  goes  unrewarded  for  his  services. 
Every  one  is  paid  in  proportion  tothe  estimated  value  of 
his  services.  Hay  you  not  as  well  call  upon  those  pub* 
lie  officers,  who  aerve  but  a  few  daya  in  a  year  in  civil 
duties,  to  do  so  for  nothing,  aa  to  ask  it  indiscriminately 
from  thoiB  who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia?  The  ii^u*. 
tice  of  this  tax  hsd  been  distinctly  admitted  by  legiata- 
lion,  in  the  Slate  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
K  small  number  of  militia,  (non-com miaaioned  officers,) 
bsd  been  exempted  from  a  certain  portion  of  the  State 
tax,  in  consequence  of  the  conceded  and  glaring  inequal. 
ily  of  the  tax  imposed  upon  them.  The'only  reason  whj 
they  are  exempted  from  the  State  tax,  (highway  labor,} 
is  thit  tbey  bear  the  militia  tax  in  ■  greater  decree  than 

The  object  designed  to  be  obtained  by  the  establish. 
ment  of  our  Federal  Government  is  slated  in  the  con- 
stitution to  be,  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  sstahllsb 
justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blcssinga  of  liberty."  To  accomplish  these 
purpose*,  the  constitution  bs<l  given  the  General  Ooy> 
ernment  certain  powers,  and  he  had  not  heud  a  doubt 
eiprcHed  but  what  it  extended  as  far  aa  wtl  neecsaary 
to  sustain  bis  propositions.  Every  President  and  tntij 
Congreas,  since  Washington's  time,  had  aanetioned  lawa 
which  could  stand  upon  no  broader  foundation  tlian  the 
principle  he  contended  for.  Under  a  power  in  Iheae 
words,  "to  raise  and  support  armies,"  during  General 
Washington's  administration,  a  achool  was  established  at 
Weal  Point,  where  young  men  were  educated  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Government,  so  a«  to  develop  and  seeura 
in  the  country  military  knowledge,  a  soull  portion  of 
whom  find  their  way  Into  the  army.  There  is  certainly 
more  reason  for  disciplining  and  improving  ihoae  whoM 
services  are  certain  to  be  at  the  command  of  Oovem. 
ment,  than  in  educating  Ihoee  who  may  or  may  not  form 
a  part  of  the  defence  of  the  country.  Under  the  power 
"  to  provide  and  nmnlain  a  navy,"  teachera  wue  en- 
ployed  and  young  men  laughti  and  he  believed  a  school 
of  instruction  hsd  often  been  proposed  by  Ihe  Navy 
Department,  if  not  by  Presidents.  He  was  not,  ho^ 
ever,  aware  of  any  being  instructed  who  were  not  al* 
ready  in  the  scrtice  oflhe  country,  anc^  In  this  rcspcel^ 
they  were  on  a  footing  with  the  militia.  Every  Com- 
gress  since  lis  establishment,  he  believed,  bad  voted  ap> 
proprialiODi  fur  West  PoinL  While  that  institution  was 
sustained,  he  could  not  conceive  how  tbe  expenae  of 
"organiiing,  armir«,  and  didpllning  the  militia,"- could 
be  objected  to,     If  these  words  do  not  s-'" 
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Oovemment  to  expend  inorer>  Uieri  he  would  inquire 
by  wbat  Kulhority  diK*  Congrew  purctiaBc  mi  dlatribute 
book*  of  ini!ructiona  for  militia  officeni  and  upon  wtiit 
Bulhority  rolt  the  Kct  of  the  23d  of  April,  1808,  ippro- 
pmlinff  two  hundred  ibouund  dollir*  annually  for  the 
purpoie  of  "proTiding'  arms  and  miliiary  equipmenta 
for  the  whole  body  of  the  militia'*'  He  thought  Ihii 
law  wai  an  emphatic  admiaaion  on  ihe  part  of  Cangren 
that  at  leaat  the  burden  of  purchaainp  arma  ouglit  not 
to  be  borne  by  the  militia  who  prrformed  duly.  The 
tight  to  reliere  from  one  paK  of  the  lax  muat  be  »a 
preat  aa  it  is  in  the  otberi  and  the  duly  ofCongreaa  to 
exercise  that  right,  at  a  proper  period,  aecmed  to  hi 
be  equally  imperative. 

Ur.  O.  said  he  lincerely  hoped  that  Congreu,  before 
the  close  of  this  aenion,  would  auipcnd  a  portion  of 
tboM  diaeusaioni  wbicb  aeemed  to  have  little  effect, 
except  to  exhibit  ebullitiuni  of  political  or  personal  feel- 
ing, and  do  an  act  ofjustice  to  the  nilltia.  Queatlona  of 
order  were  of  fir  less  conaequrnce  to  the  country  than 
a  well-regulated  and  efficient  ayalem  of  public  defence. 
He  wished  lo  see  the  efforta  of  the  militia  al  ImproTO- 
ment  aa  eUrated  as  their  deeda  had  been  glorious  at 
Plaltsburg  and  New  Orleani.  He  hoped  to  see  the 
lime  when  tbis  important  arm  of  the  public  defence 
ahould  no  longer  be  spoken  of  with  contempt  and 
ridlcutc. 

The  law  of  1808  was  designed  to  be  the  means  of 
placing  arma  in  the  tiandi,  or  within  the  reach,  of  "  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  SUIes."  Two 
purpotca  were  had  in  »iew:  to  aid  in  the  public  defence, 
and  lo  Telteve  the  people  from  the  burdens  of  providing 
themselves  with  arm*.  The  manner  of  the  diatribution 
was  left  to  be  provided  for  by  the  State  I.eglslatures. 
Thla  had  been  dilferent  in  different  States.  In  Ohio,  he 
bad  understood  the  arms  were  kept  in  depoii lories 
■ntbin  certain  diatricts — were  used  at  Ininlnga,  and  re- 
turned. This  accords  with  the  evident  intention  of  ibe 
law  of  1808,  and  met  his  heartj  appMval. 

But  why  should  we  slop  at  ihia  annual  appropriation 
of  #300,000'  We  are  daily  told  of  dire  caUmitiea  that 
•re  to  fiill  upon  and  overwbelm  us,  because  we  have 
•0  many  millions  in  our  Treaiury.  May  not  Ibis  money 
very  rightfully  and  patriotically  be  used  in  furnishing 
the  armi  and  the  other  means  of  defence  for  the  coun- 
try? Wss  there  a  more  noble  object  than  preparing  to 
preserve  and  perpetuate  our  libertieaF  There  are  about 
1,500,000  militia  enrolled  in  the  United  Statni  and 
among  all  Ifaeae,  the  latest  retuma  show  but  about 
400,000  muafcels  and  rifles,  including  many  fowling- 
piecea.  It  may  be  safety  said  that  not  more  than  one 
half  of  these  arc  fit  for  actual  service.  The  number  of 
brass  cannon  is  two  hundred  and  ninely-ninci  iron  can- 
non, three  hundred  and  fbrty-slx.  The  latest  retuma 
to  the  adjutant  general's  office  show,  in  Michigan,  ninety- 
eight  muskets,  and  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  riflesi 
Missouri,  seventy  muskets,  and  one  hundred  and  fifiy. 
seven  riflesi  the  District  of  Columbia,  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  muskets,  and  sixty-arx  riResi  not  a  cannon  in 
either,  except  four  In  Ibe  latter,  llllnoia,  Florida,  and 
Arkansas,  do  not  return  any  arms.  If  these  relurna  are 
correct,  (and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  them,)  it  show- 
ed moat  clearly  Ibe  necesuly  of  a  speedy  application  of 
tbeenerglea  irftbe  Government,  to  put  Ibe  country  in  a 
better  Mate  of  defence.  He  had  referred  lo  Ihese  Stales 
and  Territories  in  no  spirit  of  unkindneis;  on  Ihe  con- 
trary, he  wished  to  see  the  necessary  steps  taken  lo 
put  them  in  ■  better  condition.  His  attenlion  had  been 
turned  toward  those  on  the  frontiers,  to  ascertain  their 
condition,  and  their  ab'dlly  lo  repress  Indian  hostUities, 
There  were  men  there,  noble  and  brava  meni  but  be 
looked  in  vain  for  the  weapons  of  defence.  He  had 
looked  In  *^n  for  that  exbibilion  of  strength  ud  power 


which  were  likely  to  deter  and  repress  savage  Tindie- 
tiveneas,  The  weakness  of  {heae  border  State*  invit« 
the  tomahawk  and  seal  ping-knife.  II  sufficiently  ac- 
connted  for  Ihe  Black  Hawk  war,  and  Ihe  present 
struggle  in  Florida.  These  two  wsn  alone  will  coat 
millions.  Halfof  theirexpense,  properly  used  In  arming 
and  disciplining  the  militia  on  those  frontiers,  would 
have  prevented  Ihe  efluiion  of  blood,  would  have  secured 
the  persona  and  property  of  our  fellow.ciliiens,  and 
kept  in  awe  those  saTBge  hordes,  whose  ftiendiblps  so 
often  changed  to  hatred  when  the  fear  of  chastisement 
no  longer  restrains  them. 

la  it  consiatent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  Ibis  Gov- 
ernment, i*  it  compatible  with  Ihe  lessons  of  experr- 
ence,  to  continue  the  present  state  of  things  I  Proni 
tbeae  returns,  it  sppears  that  only  about  one  fburth  of 
the  whole  milllis  hivearnu.  It  is  true  that  there  may 
be  arms  in  several  States  not  returncdi  but  whether  that 
is  so  or  not,  be  could  not  sscerlain.  He  could  only  look 
atwhatbadbeenreturnedby  theoRlccrs  whoseduiy  itwai 
to  make  returns.  The  fault  wai  not  with  him,  if  he  wai 
in  error.  The  Government  is  now  able,  and  let  it  mova 
wiih  spirit  in  Ihia  mailer. 


of  dollars)  it  will  cost  those  required  to  perform  duty 
that  sum.  The  expenditure  from  the  public  Treaaury 
for  Ihe  object  and  in  the  manner  he  had  proposed  could 
not  excite  local  jealousies,  nor  prove  a  weapon  in  thtt 
handa  of  politicians,  wiih  which  to  fighl  their  baitlea  for 
power  or  place.  Other  propositions  to  use  the  public 
revenue  have  been  met  with  various,  and  some  of  then 
by  coniiiluiional,  objectiona.  Some  of  them  are  calcu- 
lated to  increase  local  Wealth,  and  build  up  the  fortunes 
of  individuala.  History  proves  that,  in  practice,  ihia 
increase  generally  occurs  in  favor  of  those  whose  for- 
tunes are  previously  large,  as  they  are  Ihe  principal 
actors  in  controlling  events.  All  cannot,  in  that  way, 
share  equally  in  Ihe  benefits  conferred;  but  by  carrying 
out  his  proposition,  the  benefits  will  be  equally  diffuaed 
to  all  parts  of  Ihe  Union,  and  will  reach  that  class  whb 
are  the  pillars  of  our  prosperity  and  protection,  in  peacs 
and  war  tboie  who  resist  the  encroachments  of  power, 
in  whatever  guise  it  may  appear,  and  those  who  in  per- 
son defend  our  country  and  her  cherished  inslilullons. 
His  plan  did  not  propose  to  increase  the  wealth  of  any, 
but  to  relieve  all  from  burdena.  It  held  forth  no  re- 
warda  to  avarice  or  cupidity,  but  umply  lo  prepare  man- 
fully to  defend  and  protect  our  common  country  and  ber 
inalitutinna,  in  a  conititulional  and  equitable  manner. 

Let  the  means  of  defence  be  as  ample,  and  the  bur* 
dena  on  the  people  be  a*  ll{^t,  as  poauble.  ForlilV 
where  neceasar^i  make  the  naval  preparations  demand- 
ed by  our  position  in  the  world)  place  all  needful  arms 
at  proper  pointa  on  the  froniiers  and  seaboard;  give 
your  young  men  the  proposed  instruciiona,  and  insur- 
rections will  cease  to  desolate  our  citiesi  savage  barbar- 
ity will  cease  to  disturb  Ihe  slumbers  of  our  cltiiens, 
and  spread  desolation  and  ruin  among  Ihemi  and  foreign 
foa  will  never  venture  on  our  soil,  or  tramplie  upon  our 
rights.  While  we  have  power,  and  exhibit  it  lo  the 
world,  ne  ahsll  command  respect,  and  our  rights  will 
not  be  Invaded.  If,  from  our  misjudged  economy  or 
parsimony,  othernationashall  think  lightly  of  our  meant  of 
defence,  and  our  ability  to  command  respect,  we  shall 
h\\  in  having  our  rights  properly  appreciated  and  re- 
apected. 

He  hoped  his  propositions  would  find  favor  with  the 
House,  and,  at  all  events,  he  trusted  tliat  this  discussion 
would  arouse  its  attention  to  the  subjecl,  so  as  to  ensure 
Bpaedy  action  in  some  form.  If  any  good  should  result 
from  the  agitation  of  this  question,  be  should  feel  amply 
cumptnnled  for  th«  little  time  be  had  been  able  to  de- 
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rote  lo  It.  To  bit  mind  it  wm  too  important  m  Mbject 
to  remun  UMltended  to,  and  would  not  pcreort  hinueir 
to  doubt  that  the  Houie  voutd  ^to  it  a  full  (bare  oT 
attCDlLon. 

Mr.  HAHBR  undetalood  that  thb  whole  «ubi«ct  vai 
idreadf  before  the  Commiltee  on  the  UilitUi  and  before 
he  VM  o<1led  upon  to  vote  imlmcliona  for  that  commit- 
tee to  report,  lie  deiired  an  opportunitjr  of  examining 

Mr.  GILLETexpWned  that  the  inatniGtionieitend'^ 
no  further  ihan  to  direct  the  commiltee  to  inquire. 

Hr.  HAMBR  wai  about  to  more  to  hare  them  laid  on 
the  table  and  printedi  but  ai  they  did  not  initruct  the 
commiltee  to  report,  he  would  not  pren  the  motion. 

Ur.  GLAacoCK,  ■■  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Uililia,  Mated  that  ill  the  facta  sought  to  be  in- 
quired into  and  embraced  in  the  initructiona  intended  to 
be  given  to  that  committee  were  already  before  that 
committee.  He  hid,  however,  no  objection  himaelf  to 
the  adoption  of  ihe  resolution.     All  the  bills  hitherto  re- 

fiorted  to  that  House  at  former  seasioni,  and  which,  un- 
ortunalely,  had  never  been  acted  on,  were  alto  then  in 
posseiMon  of  the  commitlee. 

Mr.  O.  further  stated  that  he  himself  considered  thia 
a  Tery  important  question,  and  believed  that  some 
measure  should  be  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  organizinE 
the  militia  throughout  Ihe  country.  Knowing  and  feel- 
ing the  importance  of  ihis  question,  be  informed  the 
House  that  a  bill  would  be  prepared  before  Ihe  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session,  and  presented  to  ihe  eon- 
uderation  of  the  House.  The  bill  would  be  presented  af- 
ter great  delibeniion,  and  important  matters,  taken  from 
Ihe  bills  heretofore  introduced,  would  be  incorported  in 
it.  He  believed  such  ■  bill  would  be  reported  as  would 
meet  the  views  of  the  majorily.  Whether  It  would  be 
reported  in  time  to  be  acted  on  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  CongresB  was  somewhat  doubtm),  from  the  press 
of  business  befote  the  House;  but  it  would,  al  all  erenti, 
be  reported  rn  eight  or  ten  days,  and  might  be  acted  on 
during  the  coming  session.  He  would  luggeM  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Oillit]  that  sny  amend- 
ment he  might  think  proper  to  offer  iniffht  be  offered 
when  the  bill  came  up  for  sction.  It  hadlieeome  some- 
what hshtonable  lo  instruct  committees  as  to  what  they 
were  to  do.  This  Mr.  G.  thought  unnecessary.  If 
gentlemen  had  sny  suggestions  to  mibe  with  regard  to 
any  plans  they  might  wish  Id  incorporate  in  any  bill,  they 
would  always  be  llitened  to  with  attention  by  the  chair- 
man or  any  member  of  the  commHtee.  But,  independ- 
ent ofthis,  let  him  ask.  If  the  fact  was  not  well  known, 
that  every  indiriduil  had  it  in  his  power  to  offer  anv 
amendment,  or  any  additional  clause  he  might  think 
proper,  at  certain  stages.'  Rearing  this  tkct  in  mind,  it 
did  seem  to  him  thai  il  was  allogether  unnecessary  to  in- 
itruct the  committee  on  Ihe  present  occasion.  He  con- 
ceived it  wholly  unnecessary,  particularly  as  Ibe  very  ob- 
ject ofthe  inquiry  embraced  in  the  instruelions  was  be- 
fore ihe  committee,  anH,  at  the  aame  time,  he  begged  it 
to  be  distinctly  understood  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
their  adoption. 

Mr.  HALEY  moved  the  following  amendment,  to 
come  in  aaan  addilional  inilruclion  to  the  instruction*  of 
Mr.  GillIT: 

"And  that  Ibe  Commitlee  on  the  Militia  beinslructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  Ihe  militia  of 
Ibe  United  States,  when  called  out  for  military  exerc'rse, 
inspection,  and  review,  as  now  organized." 

Mr.  H.  explained  Ibat  he  introduced  the  amendment 
at  Ihis  lima  in  order  Ihat  the  committee,  before  report- 
ing the  bill,  might  be  in  possession  of  the  views  of  others 
in  relation  to  the  subject.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
militia  ought  to  be  paid.  The  Government  found  wayi 
•nd'means  to  p*y  every  body  ebe  wbo  performed  any 


duly,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  mililia.  Tfaey 
compelled  the  mililia  to  perform  services  for  three  or 
four  days  in  the  year,  subjected  Ihem  to  fine  and  imprif 
ODraent  for  neglect  of  duty,  and  allfornothiDg, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  opposed  the  amendment  at  some 
length,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  hutruciions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  He  was  entirely  opposed  t* 
any  provision  for  paying  Ihe  militia,  as  it  would  lend  to 
degrade  the  chancier  of  the  freeborn  ciiizen  of  this' 
country,  and  assimilate  bim  to  the  mercenary  tools  of 
deapotic  tyranli.  He  designated  the  proposition  as  in 
effect  nothing  more  nor  leas  than  one  to  get  rid  of  the 
surplus  revenue.  Hr.  L.  bestowed  a  high  eult^ium 
upon  the  character  of  the  militia,  citing  various  ioatan- 
ees  of  their  conduct,  and  hoped  a  measure  would  be  io- 
troduced  for  its  better  ontanlzation. 

Al  one  o'clock  the  SPEAKBR  announced  the  special 
order,  beii^  the  conHderalion  of  the  appropriatioa 
billS)  but,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  EVANS,  the  House  suspended  tbe  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  Ihe  call  for  petitions  and 
memorials:  Ayes  113,  noes  not  counted. 

Hr.  HAUER  did  not  rite  for  tbe  purpose  of  diacuw- 
ing  Ihe  subject  at  present,  altbough  to  hiro  il  wa«  one  of 
aa  much  interest  aa  perhaps  to  any  other  gentleman- 
He  trusted,  however,  an  opportuni^  would  be  afforded 
at  Ihe  present  sesnon  of  Congress,  for  a  full  diaeuuion 
of  Ihe  quealion  i  be  would  then  embrace  tbe  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  his  views  to  iha  House.  He  would  say, 
furlher,  that  he  admired  the  high  grounds  the  genile- 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Ur.  1jscoi.lc}  had  taken,  tl- 
thougti  he  could  notagree  wiih  bim  In  regard (o  delsilt. 
He  would  say  Ihat  there  was  no  belter  meierial  in  anv 
country  for  public  defence,  than  a  well-organized  mi- 
litiai  and  no  country  ever  was  free,  or  ever  could  be 
free,  which  depended  upona  standing  army  fordefence. 
But  that  was  not  the  lime  for  discussion,  the  rules  hav- 
ing been  suspended  for  Ihe  purpose  of  presenting  peti- 
tions. He  moved  thai  the  whole  subject  be  hid  on 
the  table  for  the  preaeni,  and  the  instructions  ptinledi 
but  withdrew  Ihe  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  GLASCOCK,  who  staled  Ihat,  when  be  wat  up 
before,  be  bad  only  remarked  that  be  was  apprebensive 
that  the  bill  would  not  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
brought  up  for  consideration  at  the  present  aesaion,  as 
there  were  so  many  ottier  subjects  of  importance  be- 
fore the  House  which  would  take  precedence  over  it. 
II  would,  however,  be  reported  in  eight  or  len  days, 
and  it  would  then  be  for  Ihe  House  to  determine 
whether  it  should  be  considered  at  tbe  present  session 
or  not.  He  would  go  with  gentlemen  in  iheir  cfFortsto 
get  it  up  and  dispose  of  it  at  the  present  sesaon. 

Mr.  G.  then  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
and  print)  which  was  agreed  la. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

The  bill  miking  a  further  appropriation  for  mppress- 
ing  Indian  bostititie*  in  Florida  was  read  lbs   third 

Hr.  STORER  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bill 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  the  subject.  Ifit 
were  necessary,  he  would  vole  for  ten  limes  the  amount 
uked  for,  but  be  could  not  do  so  unless  ii  was  actually 
necessary.  He  said  Ihey  had  already  voted  half  a  miU 
lion  of  dollara  for  the  luppression  of  Indian  hoslilltiei 
in  Florida,  and  to  feed  all  the  suffering  inhabilanls 
thereof  I  and  he  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Commitlee 
of  Ways  and  Means  if  he  could  show  any  reason*  why 
they  should  vole  more  money.  He  said  it  was  the  prac- 
tice with  the  conunittee  of  which  Hr.  S.  was  a  mem- 
ber to  give  the  reasons,  when  they  reported  a  ttill>  for 
■o  doing!  but  there  ihe  committee  which  had  the  whole 
msnageroent  of  the  approprialions  of  ihe  House  intro- 
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ducetl  bitli  without  \  lalitAry  r«won  to  niilain  them. 
Ha  wiihed  to  know  what  were  the  ^rovnds  for  the  ap- 
Jiropriallon  at  preaent  aiked  for. 

■  llr.  CAHBRELBNGcalledrorUiemidiivof  ftlelter 
from  tha  Becretary  of  War,  which,  hs  remarked, 
would  probably  be  aatiaractorj  to  the  gentleinaa  from 


Ohio. 


■  then  read. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY  (PA.)  UEMORIAL. 

The  RouMtook  up  the  raemoiial,  heretofore  pretented 
by  Hr.  Cube,  of  certain  citizens  of  Dauphin  county, 
Penniylvania,  aaking  an  appropriation  of  money  for  Ibe 
purpose  of  remoTing  to  the  coaal  of  Africa  free  peraoni 
of  color  and  manumitted  aliTca. 

Mr.  Clibk  having  moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  a 
(dect  committee,  and  that  it  be  printed,  the  queation 
pendinj^  waa  the  motion  of  Hr.  Pittok  to  lay  the 
memonil  *nd  the  motion  to  refer  and  print  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLABK  uked  for  the  yeai  and  nays  un  the  mo. 
tion  of  Hr.  Fattoki  which  were  ordered,  and  were  as 
follova. 

Tku — Measn.  Anthony,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Boekee,  Boon,  Roiee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clerelsnd,  CofFee, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cushman,  Davit,  Deberry,  Diek- 
erson,  Doublediy,  Dromgoole,  Dunlip,  Efner,  Fairfield, 
nrlin.  Forester,  French,  Fry,  Wil^am  K.  Fuller,  Jamei 
Garland,  Oillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granlland,  Grayson, 
Griffin,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Hawe*,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Henderson,  Holaey,  Hopkin*, 
Howard,  Hub  ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham, 
Jabei  Jackson,  Jsrvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
ILJohnton,  Cave  Johnson,  Henryjnhnton,  J.  W.  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judsnn,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Rlingensmiih, 
litniing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  I^e,  Luke  Lea, 
Logan,  Loj'all,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Hann,  Harlln, 
John  Y.  Maion,  William  Uison,  Hoses  Hston,  Hiury, 
Hay,  MeComat,  UcEsy,  HcKeon,  UcK.im,  UcLene, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parki^ 
Franklin  Pierce,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Bencher, 
Jolm  Beyni^da,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Itogers,  AugustineH.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Thomp. 
■on,  Toueey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vsnderpoel,  Ward,  Waah- 
Ington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Sberrod  Williams— 139. 

Ni.Ta— Uesars.  Adims,  Hemtn  Allen,  Ash,  Baile>, 
Banks,  Barton,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Brigga, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Casey,  George  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  Phtin  C.  Fuller,  Granger,  Graves,  Oren- 
nrlt,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  HsrUn,  Harper.  Samuel  S- 
Harrison,  Hixeltine,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll, 
William  Jackson,  Janei,  Kinnard,  Lanp,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  LeonanI,  Lincoln,  Love,  Bamaon  Mason, 
McCarty,  HcKennan,  Mercer,  Hiiter,  Hillijian,  Morris, 
Parker,  Patleraon,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  Pom, 
Beed,  Russell,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Blade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Storer,  John  Thomson,  Underwood,  Vinton— 69. 

So  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tha  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  In  the  reception 
of  memorials,  &o. 

Then  the  Houae  adjourned. 

TmUDAT,  UlKCB  15. 

HOUR  OP  MEETING. 
Hr.  BELL  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Home 
'  to  submit  the  following  resolutioni  which  was  read: 
Raolved,  That,  hereafter,  the  daily  hour  to  which  this 


House  shall  stand  adjourned  shall  ba  11  o'clock  A.  H., 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

Objections  being  made, 

Mr.  BELL  moved  the  auapcnsion  of  Iha  rules)  and 
upnn  this  motion  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Hr.  MERCER  moved  to  amend  the  motion  ao  >a  to 
add  the  following:  ■■  And  that  the  rulea  be  also  suapcnd- 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  committees  to  mako 
report*" 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  motion  wa*  not  now  in 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bau, 
it  WBS  decided  in  the  afSrmstive:  Yeaa  144,  nays  43. 

Hr.  HARDIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  sin- 
king out  '•  hereafter,"  and  inaerling  "after  the  Ist  day 
of  April." 

Mr.  CAUBRELBKG  said  we  had  no  Hme  to  ipare, 
and  the  sobner  we  bsgsn  to  meet  at  11  o'clock  the  bet> 
ter.  He  ahould  oppose  the  motion,  and  he  demanded 
the  yeaa  and  nays  upon  itt  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  83,  nays  113. 

Hr.  HAWES  moved  to  poatpone  the  further  contider- 
fttion  of  the  resoluiion  till  Monday. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  ha  had  turned  back 
to  the  journals  of  several  sesuons,  and  found  that  it  was 
usual  about  the  13th  or  IJtli  of  March  to  oommcnca  the 


Mr.  BEARDSLET  moved  to  auspend  the  mlei  for 
the  purpoae  of  enabling  the  committees  to  make  reporlt. 
Loit. 

Mr.  JENIFER  rose,  and  aaid  he  would  suggest  to  tha 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Hr,  Jiavia]  nottopre»his  mo- 
tion  to  reconsider  llie  resolution  submitted  by  him  (Mr. 
J.)  in  relation  to  the  General  Post  Office,  aa  he  had  re- 
ceived, since  the  adjournment  of  the  Houae  on  yesterday, 
a  communication  from  the  General  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, which  waa  satisfactory,  and  precluded  the  iMcei- 
uty  for  the  adoption  of  the  reaolulion. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  resolva 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  eseouting  Ibe  special  order  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  suapend  the  rules,  for  the  ptu- 
pose  oF  proceeding,  this  day,  in  the  consideration  of  tha 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  subject  of 
(he  North  Carolina  contested  election)  and  thereupon 
the  ytas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the  nep. 
tivc:  Yeaa  131,  nays  77i  not  two  thirds. 

The  question  recurring  upon  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Cax< 
■KSLaaa,  for  the  House  loretolveilself  intoaCommittea 
of  the  Whole  on  the  ataie  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  executing  the  special  order  of  the  STth  of  Jsnuary,  It 
waa  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 


up  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Hr.  M11.LEII  in  the  cliair.) 

I'he  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bait,  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  appropriation  for  the  navy  yard  at 
PurtsTTiouth  from  {67,000  to  (35,500, 

Mr.  EVANa  said  he  was  aware  that  the  immrdiata 
question  under  discussion  waa  that  which  had  juit  been 
propounded  by  the  Chain  and  if  that  had  been  the  only 
question  spoken  to  in  this  debate  he  should  not  hive 
ttoubled  ihecommiltee  with  any  remarks  upon  it.  Occa- 
sion, however,  had  been  taken  to  go  somewhat  at  Urge 
into  the  general  subject  of  diiburtemenls  of  public  mo> 
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nr;  for  nstioml  objectii  ■nil  optmoiu  h(d  been  exprcM- 
•d  u  to  Ihe  opention  knd  lendency  af  the  riTCnue  Uwa 
of  the  country,  which,  Ihoagh  dated  vith  great  force 
and  ability,  and  entertained,  he  doubted  not,  with  per- 
fect tinceriiy,  were,  neverlhelen,  in  hii  judgment,  en- 
tirely erroneoua,  and  which,  therefore,  he  thought  de- 
MTving  aome  reply.  I  do  not  (wid  Mr.  E.)  complain  of 
Ihe  latitude  of  debalB  which  hai  been  indulircil  in,  be- 
eauae,  upon  p*e*tinil  intereating  topici  of  public  polioy, 
freedomoF  diacunion  ought  by  no  meant  to  be  reflraincd. 
1  may,  however,  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  I  do  not  ra- 
g»nl  the  preient  occaiion  the  moit  suitable,  under  all 
oircunwtancca,  which  waa  likely  to  occur  for  lo  wide  and 

Eneral  a  debate,  however  important  the  lubjeeta  which 
re  been  drawn  into  it)  inaamuch  aa  billi  of  appropri- 
ttion  for  Urf^r  aumi  and  much  greater  object)  are  aoon 
to  bs  brought  tn  our  notice.  Tbii  it  a  bill  ofindiapenaa- 
ble  necetuly  and  urgency.  It  providea  for  the  payment 
of  Ihe  officer!  and  leamen  of  the  navy,  of  luperinletid- 
cnti,  navil  conilructora,and  laboreraal  the  several  yardt; 
ibr  aupplying  provitiuna,  metlicil  and  hoipilal  atoroi 
clothing,  fuel,  be,  to  thoae  employed  in  the  public  aer- 
rice,  and  In  whom  we  are  under  Ihe  obligaliona  of  con- 
tract to  make  payment  and  to  furniih  auppliei  in  the 
manner  propoaed  by  Ihe  bill.  It  fiirlticr  provides  "  for 
tmproremcnt  and  necei«ry  repaira"  at  Ihe  various  na- 
vy yards,  for  the  security,  prnteclion,  and  preaerration, 
IH  the  valudble  pmpeny  which  ia  Iherc  deposited,  it 
coQialns,  also,  approprialiona  for  oiher  objecla  con- 
nettled  with  the  naval  aerv ice,  deemed  ofeaaenlial  im- 
porianee,  and  lo  which  I  do  not  know  that  objcclion* 
cxiatin  the  mind  oT  any  one.  Ilia,  therefiire,  as  1  think, 
one  of  the  laat  bilb  wliich  ought  lo  be  delayed  by  sn 
•xicnded  diseuaaion  upnn  general  subjects  of  revenue 
and  expenditure,  of  mihtsry  sud  maritime  defence,  and 
of  Diiier  lop tes incidentally  connected  with  ihem.  Each 
particular  item,  nndoubledly,  uughl  to  be  well  conaid- 
ered  and  acruliniiedt  and  ao  far,  certainly,  free  and  full 
diseuaaion  ought  to  beallowetl  and  enciiu rased.  Never, 
thelesf,  as  I  have  said,  I  do  not  complain  of  the  latitude 
which  has  been  taken,  and  ihall  be  obliged  myself  lu  gii 
■omrwbat  wide  ofthe  immediate  tjuesti  on  which  has  been 
■lated.  Before,  however,  procrcdinff  to  the  main  pur- 
poae  for  which  i  have  riaen,  I  will  submit  s  brief  remark 
or  two  in  reference  to  aome  of  the  itema  ofthe  bill  upon 
which  gentlemen  have  apoken.  In  the  main,  unless  I 
derive  new  informslion  upnn  the  subject,  1  sliall  give  my 
aupport  tolhe  prupoaed  appropriations.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, fall  tn  at  all  with  leiitimenla,  ralber  thrown  out 
than  aeriously  advanced,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  dia- 
cusalnn,  that  estimales  from  the  Executive  Departmenia 
are  to  be  taken  and  adopted,  and  approprialiona  made 
In  accordance  wilh  Ihem,  unleia  their  fallacy  can  be 
ahown  by  thoae  who  object  to  Ihe  expenditure. 

Estimates  from  competent  sources  are  guides,  and 
valuable  guides,  in  forming  our  opinions,  and  aan>elimea 
may  be  the  only  guidea  we  poasea*  ;  but  we  have  com- 
mitleea,  to  whose  careful  and  rigid  scrutiny  these  eali- 
mstes  are  tubmilted,  and  who  ought  to  aatiify  Ihem- 
Bclvea,  and  generally  do,  from  a'J  the  source*  of  infor- 
mation within  their  reach,  of  theorcuniey  of  the  eatimatr, 
as  well  as  nf  the  expediency  of  the  mesnire  propoaed. 
Every  member  will  give  to  the  estimalea  aubmltted  lo  us 
Just  so  much  credit,  and  no  more,  aa  he  Ihiiika  Ihey  re- 
»pef lively  deserve  t  it  is  neverlheleas,  his  unqueallon- 
able  right)  nay,  hi)  impoiout  duig,  to  be  fully  saliilied 
of  the  wiidom  and  expediency  of  the  meaaure  recom- 
mended, before  he  uienls  to  tha  appropriation  of  the 
money  for  its  riecultun.  It  waa,  thererore,  I  hold,  no 
Hnreaionable  call  upon  Ihe  Commillee  on  Naval  Afftirs, 
•ome  lime  ago,  for  minute  infortnation  of  the  apecilio 
improvements  and  repaira,  and  the  ncceatity  forlhem,  dC' 
•i^d  to  be  accomplished  at  the  navy  yard  al  Portamouth. 


Hotr  hr  that  call  haa  beton  saliafaclorily  answered,  by 
reference  to  the  estimates  of  the  Navy  Commiasioner^ 
gentlemen  will,  of  courae,  determine  for  thetnselvea. 
My  honorable  coll  tafcue,  tliechurman  of  Ihecommitle*, 
[Hr.  Jinvi),]!  doubt  not.i)  prepared  with  the  mtntitett 
information  that  may  be  desired.  For  myself,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  tnay  sty  thai  I  repose  aa  much  conRdencc, 
nay,  more,  in  Ihe  recommendations  and  eatimates  from 
that  source,  than  from  any  other  branch  of  the  public 
service.  The  navy  furnishes  as  much  of  liberal,  dia* 
intereated,  and  patriotic  devoMon  to  the  inlereats  of  th* 
country,  unswayed  by  other  and  selfish  consideralions, 
as  any  clasv  of  Ihe  community  whatever.  The  nattirs 
ot  the  profession  itself  tend*  to  expand  the  mind  to  ah 
enlarged  view  of  naiiimai  policy,  as  atFected  by  a  naval 
eilabliahmenit  an.d  its  distinftuislied  ftnd  accomplished 
ofDcera,  lamaure,  are  above  allAKoyoraelRsh  considem- 
liona.  They  are  not  apt  to  awerve  frnm  their  own  con- 
ceptions of  public  duly,  to  gratify  any  controlling  power) 
nor  are  they  aeeking  [treferment  and  emnlument  in  civil 
life,  fawning  round  the  doora  of  executive  patronage, 
and  adopling  such  opinions  m  may  auit  the  Inlereat  of 
others  to  impose  upon  them.  Recommendations  and 
esiimaiea  from  thia  aource  enma  lo  me,  therefore,  with 
strong  claim*  to  my  eonfidencei  and  I  can  psroeirv 
nothing  in  the  preaent  instance  to  shake  that  confidence. 
SomethinK  waa  aatd  by  an  honorable  friend  over  tha 
wsf,  [Mr.  EvaaxTT,]  of  the  expediency  of  abandoning 
altogether  the  navy  yard  now  existing  at  Portamoutht 
andi  therefore,  of  withholdini;  any  appropriation  far  it* 
improvement  and  repair,  Oihert  have  apoken  of  Iha 
propriety  of  reducing  Ihs  number  of  navy  yard*,  by 
abandoning  not  only  this,  bul  several  others.  Upon  Ihi* 
Hueation  I  hive  hardly  formed  an  opinion.  Many  con- 
SLderatlons  penain  lo  it;  and  its  deep  importance  forbid* 
a  haaly  determination.  Much  will  be  due  to  the  remits 
of  eiperiencct  to.the  judgment  of  naval  and  aeientifiQ 
men,  and  of  those  mo^t  skilled  in  matters  of  this  de- 
acriplion.  Some  gentlemen  have  supposed  that  iwa 
yards  of  construction  would  be  aufScient  for  all  our 
wants.  Evidently  there  ought  not  to  be  so  few  that,  in 
case  of  vrar,  any  naval  force  that  Ihe  ocean  bears  up 
could  efTectually  blockade  the  whole,  and  that  the  de-  ' 
struction  of  a  tingle  one  would  be  attended  with  great 
and  diaiitrous  consequences.  But,  air,  we  aro  lo  lake 
things  as  we  find  them.  The  navy  ysrds  are  now  in  ex- 
istence, established  by  law,  and  holding  large  amount* 
of  public  properly.  If  there  be  loo  many,  or  if  any  oF 
them  be  looted  at  an  improper  place,  abolish  those 
which  are  unnecessary,  by  all  means(  but  do  it  by  a 
law  for  that  particular  purpose.  9o  long  as  tliey  are  in 
exiatencr,  muat  we  not  preserve  them,  improve  Ihem, 
repair  them  >  Shall  Ihe  timber  and  other  materials  on 
band  be  atiffered  lo  decay,  and  Ihe  works  fall  in  ruin% 
for  the  want  oF  adequate  protection,  because  doubt i  mar 
exist  in  tome  minds  whether  we  have  not  more  yarcia 
than  aro  necessary F  Kit  were  so  in  truth,  the  remedy 
is  not  to  break  down  or  wear  Ihem  out,  by  Ihe  indirect 
mode  of  withholding  appropriations,  but  by  a  law,  duly 
considered,  having  the  concurrence  of  all  branche*  of 
Government,  to  reduce  ihe  number,  and  at  the  same  tima 
to  provide  fur  the  security  and  preservation  i>f  the  prop- 
erty  placed  within  them.  Inasmuch  sa  the  exiatinf 
yani)  wereestibUshed  upnnmalure  deliberation,  by  those 
competent  to  Judge,  and  wbo  hsd  been  invested  with 
Ihe  power,  they  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  sbtn- 
doned  but  upon  mature  deliberatinn  alto,  and  a  clear 
conviction  that  they  are  not  esaentiat  to  the  interests  of 
the  country.  1  would  not,  however,  make  large  and 
permanent  improvementa  at  any  one,  ao  long  a*  a  aeri- 
oua  and  well-founiled  intrnlion  existed  of  attempting  it* 
abandonment,  and  while  it  might  be  regarded  sn  unaeiiled 
questioti  wheiher  it  should  be  cc    "'        '  '      '^''"" 


<  not.    These 
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.  no  lotxtt  at  the  geneni  principle*  whieb  leero  to  mc 
proper  to  be  regfirded  in  coming  to  »  concluiion  upon 
tbe  rtrioui  items  of  ibe  bill  under  coniideralion. 

An  objection  wm  made  in  (ome  quirler  of  tbe  Moufe, 
K  few  d«ji  %go,  to  [be  continuance  of  the  navy  yard  >t 
Portamouth,  Tounded  on  itl  vicinity  to  tbat  eilkbliihad  »t 
CbirlcMown,  it  being  aupposcd  Ihit  both  are  not  ne- 
cemry  within  tbe  abort  apace  of  aisty  milei.  ir  it  were 
■b,  the  question  would  then  ariie,  which  of  them  ought 
tu  be  abandoned?  My  honorable  colleague  [Ur.  Shitb] 
repelled  this  objection  by  referring  to  tbe  long  eilent 
of  coast  eastward  of  Forlamoulb  which  was  almoat 
wholly  without  defencp,  and  which  be  thought  ought  to 
be  taken  into  account  in  computing  tbe  proper  distances 
for  niT*]  atatiana.  This  proceeds  upon  tbe  idea  tbat  a 
naTy  yard  is  a  work  of  defence  and  protection;  which, 
most  clearly,  it  is  not.  It  is  rather  a  means  of  weakncMt 
in  other  words,  it  invites  attack)  it  requires  to  ba  de- 
fended, initead  of  famishing  defencet  and  I  imagine  it 
will  be  found  that  appropriations  for  fDrti6cations  have 
been  much  Kreater  at  points  where  navy  yards  exist, 
from  that  very  circumstancCi  than  would  otherwise  have 
bpen  msd;.  A  member  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Cdbbmih]  Bpoke  the  other  day  upon  the  importance  of 
retaining  the  present  establishment  at  Porttmouib,  be- 
cause II  was  a  aafe  harbor,  free  from  ice  in  tbe  coldest 
teaaoni,  and  alwayi  sccenible;  and  he  suppoaed  a  case 
of  a  national  ship,  returning  from  abroad  in  midwinter, 
chased  by  a  superior  forcr,  which  might  be  captured  or 
dealroyed  unleaa  it  could  enter  a  port  acccaaible  at  that 
inclement  period.  In  the  caac  put,  I  lee  no  particular 
reason  why  the  veuel  might  not  as  veil  seek  ihrlter  in 
Portamoulh  harbor,  were  no  nary  yard  there,  as  if  there 
was  one.  No  absolute  necessity  require*  a  ship  of  war 
to  enter  a  port  where  a  nary  yard  ia  located,  particularty 
if  tbe  purpnae  be  ta  seek  protection.  It  may  be  of  con- 
venience to  do  SO)  but  tlie  argument,  carried  out,  would 
go  the  length  of  maintaining  that  there  should  be  many 
Blore  navy  yards  Ihsii  now  e»i<l,  if  we  are  to  provide  for 
every  luppoaable  case  of  contingency  or  convenience. 
The  walera  of  Portamouth  harbor  will  be  as  deep  and 
unobalructrd  in  winter,  without  the  yard,  la  wilh  it,  and 
will  furniah  as  safe  a  retreat.  I  notice  Ibeae  arguments, 
which  I  deem  unlenibte,  not  because  I  am  npposed  to 
the  continuance  of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  but  for 
the  reason  th:.!  I  shall  bereifter  have  oceaaion  to  aubmit 
some  observatioua  upon  what  I  consider  the  true  and 
only  principle  which  ought  to  prevail  in  determining  tbe 
location  of  public  works  designed  for  the  benefit  and 
protection  of  ihe  whole  countryi  and  because,  also,  ar- 
guments similar  to  these  have  been  used  in  regai^  to 
other  places,  which  I  may  also  notice  before  I  close.  A 
navy  yard  of  construction,  where  ships  of  war  of  various 
classea  are  built  and  repaired,  ia  one  thingi  and  a  naval 
depot,  where  they  may  be  fitted  out,  and  perhaps  slight- 
ly repaired  also,  where  Ihey  msy  enter  for  protection  or 
other  purposes,  is  another  thing.  Probably  more  eslab- 
liahmenis  of  the  latter  and  fewer  of  (be  former  kind  may 
be  found  exoedienlj  but  upon  these  topics  I  hold  myself 
uncommitted  until  some  definite  proposition  ia  offered, 
when  it  will  become  my  duly,  as  well  as  (hat  of  others, 
to  be  possessed  of  all  Ihe  inTormation  eisenlial  to  a  just 
deeiaionufil. 

Mr.  Chairman,  dismissing,  with  Ibeae  remarks,  the 
particular  subjects  presented  in  the  bill  under  consiiicra- 
tion,  I  come  to  Ihe  chief  purpose  for  which  I  have  risen; 
and  that  is,  to  notice  some  of  ihe  arguments  used  by  my 
honorable  and  eloquent  friend  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Thokpsoh]  agalnat  the  ayelem  of  disbursements  gener- 
ally, and  which,  in  bis  judgment,  justifies  tbe  withhold- 
ing further  appropriations  until  a  radical  change  be  ef- 
fected in  the  policy  hitherto  obaerved.  I  ahall  speak  of 
Ihe  general  scope  and  spirit  of  his  argument,  rather  tbaa 


fallow  the  minute  details  upon  which  It  ia  Ibuoded)  be< 
cause,  even  if  his  catculationB  of  past  and  proposed  ex- 
penditures be  correct,  they  do  not,  in  my  opinion,  fur- 
niib  juat  ground  for  the  course  he  indicates,  nor  a  firm 
basis  for  our  future  policy.  The  hononble  gentleman 
contends^  if  I  do  not  entirely  miaconeeive  him,  that  tbe 
whole  paat  policy  of  tbe  Government,  in  regard  to  itf 
disburaements,  has  been  unequal,  unjust,  and  oppre>> 
aivei  drawing  almost  lU  entire  revenue  from  one  section 
of  the  Uniun,  thereby  impoverishing  and  eshauatinr  it, 
and  pouring  down  its  fertilizing  shower*  upon  anotlier, 
which  is  daily  growing  richer  and  more  verdant  nnder 
its  benign  influencEs.  Tbe  Government,  he  says,  Tifita 
one  region  only  as  a  tax-gatherer,  levying  reluctant  con- 
trihulions  with  unrelaxing  severity)  while  to  another  it 
goea  as  a  beneficent  dispenser  of  benefits  and  favora. 
This  is  an  injustice  which,  he  contends,  no  free  people 
ought  to  submit  to,  and  which,  when  the  faeta  are  un- 
derstood as  they  will  be  understood,  he  aay^  they  will 
not  aubmil  to.  It  is  no  Government  for  themi  alaves  to 
such  oppreasion  ihey  will  not  be;  liberty  is  tbe  greatest 
object  of  their  desirei  and  liberty  they  will  have,  even 
at  the  hazard  of  the  Union.  Sir,  I  had  indulged  the 
hope  that  the  period  for  discussion  and  sentiments  like 
these  had  passed  away,  never  to  returni  that  tbe  clouda 
which  once  lowered  upon  us  bad  been  diapersed,  and  in 
the  "  bosom  of  the  ocean  burled."  Nothing,  surely,  ia 
more  to  be  deprecated  than  discuttioni  of  a  geographi- 
cal and  local  character.  They  lead  to  no  good)  thejr 
engender  much  of  evil  feeling;  and  I  cannot  but  think 
we  ahauld  belter  serre  the  cause  of  our  country  by 
efForta  to  allay  popular  excitement,  than  by  fanning  up 
the  6amei  of  drscsrdi  by  striving  to  increase  the  confi- 
dence and  tbe  afFeclion  of  tbe  people  towards  our  inati- 
tuliona  of  Government,  and  pointing  them  to  the  btea- 
aings  it  confers,  than  by  fumiahing  motives  and  incen- 
tives to  disunion  and  disafTection,  and  weakening  the 
hold  which  they  have  upon  tbe  perpetuity  of  the  Union. 
i  presume  not,  however,  to  judge  for  others.  My  hon- 
orable friend,  I  have  not  the  all gh test  doubt,  cnlerlains 
Ihe  opinions  he  has  expressed,  with  the  most  undoubtin; 
conviction  of  their  truth,  and  in  all  aincerityt  certainly, 
he  has  stated  them  with  great  fairness  and  ability.  But 
the  more  sincerely  they  are  cheriabed,  and  the  more 
ably  vindicated,  ao  much  Ihe  more  dangerous  do  they 
become,  and  the  more  important  it  is  to  examine  them, 
and  to  refute  them,  if  it  msy  be  done,  in  tbe  same  spirit 
of  candor  and  sincerity. 

The  first  position  which  has  been  taken  is,  tbat  the 
South  pays  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  revenues 
of  Ihe  country.  This  is  founded  on  Ihe  aanimed  fact  tbat 
it  produces  almost  the  entire  amount  of  Ihe  exports 
which  go  in  exchange  for  the  imported  articles  upon 
which  customs  are  levied.  The  doctrine  is  not  new  up- 
on ihia  floor,  although  it  is  somewhat  new  to  the  world. 
It  is  Ihe  diacnvery  of  our  timea,  called  out  by  peculiar 
emergencies  for  a  particular  criaii  of  affairs,  and,  having 
answered  Ita  end,  bad  passed  away,  I  aupposed  not  to 
be  again  revived.  1  have  heard  it  maintained  wilh 
transcendent  abilily  in  Ibis  ball,  but  never  without  being 
refuted.  Practical  statesmen,  financiers,  writers  an 
political  economy,  of  any  reputation,  nowhere  within 
my  knowledge  adopt  the  theory  which  forms  the  basis 
of  tbe  aaaumption.  The  doctrine  I  bad  thought  to  be 
well  established,  that  the  consumer  pays  the  duly;  that 
it  incorporates  itself  with,  and  forms  ■  part  of,  tbe  coat 
oF  the  articles  upon  which  it  is  levied.  The  argument 
upon  the  other  side  is,  that  the  producer — Ihe  grower 
of  that  which  goes  abroad  to  purchase  a  foreign  com- 
modiiy — whether  he  send  it  or  not,  or  whether  he  re- 
ceives its  return  or  not,  in  reality  pays  the  duty  upon 
importations.  It  ia  said  that  he  receives  for  his  produc- 
tions just  BO  much  less  by  the  amount  of  duty  than  he 
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would  receife  irno  duty  were  ImpfMedupon  ttie  forei^ 
importation.  It  ii  tcij  tnie,  nr,  that  til  we  receive 
from  ibnwd  wcmtut  pay  for  in  prodDctiona  of  our  own, 
the  IVuiti  of  OUT  own  labor  upon  the  land  or  the  ocean, 
in  the  foreit  or  the  field,  irmy  honot«ble  friend  i*  the 
gTovtT  of  a  hundred  dollan'  worth  of  cotton,  which  he 
^xporta  to  proctire  hii  aappliea,  and  I  am  the  grower, 
■o  to  apeak,  of  a  hundi«d  doliatt'  worth  of  monejr, 
which  I  aend  for  the  aame  purpoae,  or  which  I  pay 
him  for  an  equal  anount  of  cotton,  are  we  Ijoth  not 
taxed  alike  upon  the  return  of  our  adventure?  Hai  be 
paid  tbedutica  upon  my  Kooda  aa  well  aa  upon  hii  own' 
When  GoTamroent  baa  (eried  ili  contributions,  have  1 
more  left  than  he  batF  But  it  haa  been  aaid  hit  cotton 
would  be  worth  more  abroad,  would  bring  him  larger 
returns,  but  for  the  duty.  Would  not  my  money  also? 
We  both  want  articlea  of  fbreif^  growth,  which  we  im- 
port, and  both  muat  pay  Government  for  the  priviUge 
of  importation.  In  what  way  we  pay  the  foreignera 
who  raised  or  manafselnred  them  ia  not  material  to  the 
queation,  unlets  it  can  be  shown  that  hia  productions, 
and  not  mine,  are  depreciated  in  value  abroad,  by  rea- 
aon  of  tbe  duly  payable  here.  Now,  sir,  the  value 
•broad  of  the  produclionaof  the  South  ii  not,  as  it  seems 
clear  to  me,  affected  by  tbe  revenue  bwsof  this  country. 
Value  depends  upon  demand  and  supplyi  upon  the  state 
of  the  market  at  home  and  abroadi  upon  foreign  com- 
petition. Is  tbe  cotton  in  the  warehouse  at  Charleston 
worth  any  leas  because  it  is  destined  for  Europe,  than  it 
would  be  if  destined  for  the  factoriea  of  New  Englandr 
Is  it  worth  any  less  in  Liverpool  or  Havre,  because  we 
impose  duties  upon  Bn^ish  and  French  fabrica,  than 
similar  cotton  from  Rgypt  or  South  America,  where  no 
duties,  or  much  leaa  duties^  may  be  required' 

I  do  not  design,  sir,  to  go  into  the  argument  of  this 
compfiested  question,  which  ia  large  enough,  and  broad 
enouKh,  of  itself,  for  more  time  than  1  intend  to  occupy. 
The  honorable  gentleman  did  not  himself  argue  it,  a|. 
though  he  reiterated  it  manytimet,  and  in  vanous  forma 
orexpreasion.  All  I  wish  to  be  understood  to  say  la, 
that  Just  so  often,  and  with  Just  so  much  of  lincerity  snd 
confidence  as  he  repeated  it,  and  in  Just  so  many  forms 
and  modes,  I  deny  it.  It  ia  a  doctrine  whi<^  has  not 
been,  and,  in  my  judgment,  which  cannot  be,  msin- 
tained.  A*  to  the  argument  that,  even  if  the  Northern 
aections,  as  consumers,  do  pay  their  just  proportion  of 
the  revenue  derived  from  customs,  it  is  compensated 
and  made  up  to  them  in  tbe  profits  derived  Irom  the 
protection  given  to  their  msnuncturet,  and  that  theunjust 
and  unequal  operation  is  thus  continued,  I  have  to  aay 
that  this  opens  the  whole  question  of  the  effect  and  ope- 
ration  of  protective  laws,  which  la  another  and  a  distinct 
question,  and  depends  upon  other  considerations.  I  do 
nut  underatand  that  the  gentleman,  or  any  body  else, 
propoMSto  modify  the  law  regulating  thetariffof  datjes. 
Should  that  become  a  matter  of  discusuon,  1  think  it  may 
be  demonstrated,  as  it  hu  been  before,  that  the  opera- 
tion ia  not  such  as  is  supposed,  nor  to  the  extent  that 
has  been  attributed  to  it;  snd  that  the  South  has  no  Just 
grounds  of  complaint  that  especial  favor  hai  been  shown 
to  the  North.  But  I  forbear  alto  to  tread  upon  that 
ground.  The  occason  docs  not  require  it.  The  hon-  ' 
horable  gentleman  has  apokeu  of  the  public  landa  aa  a 
tourceof  revenue;  and  he  declares  Itiat  this  is  "a reve- 
nue derived  exclusively  from  the  South  and  West)"  thit  it 
is  a  perpetual  drain  upon  their  resoarees,  exhausting  and 
impoverishing  in  its  effectsj  that  they  cannot  endure  this 
"eternal  depletion,"  and  do  not  deterve  to  be  free  if 
they  do.  Sir,  1  confess  myself  not  a  little  surprised  at 
this  statement,  and  no  less  M  at  the  argument  which  is 
founded  upon  it,  and  the  remedy  proposed  for  evils 
imagined  to  exrat.  Is  it  (roe,  air,  that  the  South  and 
West  are  thus  drained  and  exhausted^  Do  (hey  fumiih 
Tot.  XII.~1TS 


all  the  money  which  goes  into  tbe  Treasury  from  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands?  Where  do  they  get  it'  The 
domain,  I  am  aware,  ia  situated  in  the  West  and  South; 
but  do  the  purchasers  therefore  belong  to  these  regional 
Are  not  the  land  offices  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  SlatesF  Tbe  truth  undoubtedly  is,  that  active 
emigration  is,  and  for  a  long  time  haa  been,  going  on 
from  tbe  old  and  settled  Stales  to  the  new.  "niey  fur* 
nish  not  only  tbe  money  to  buy  the  land,  but  the  men 
to  cultivate  it,  and  are  themselves  drained,  so  far  as  this 
goes,  in  both  ways.  So  far  from  its  being  the  fact 
that  t^ie  West  is  drained  of  its  money,  it  ia  constantly 
receiving  large,  very  large,  accessions  of  capital  and 
wealth  from  the  older  regions.  Property  is  continually 
going  in  sesrchof  new  investmentg;  is  transferred  every 
day  from  the  cities,  from  the  Middle  snd  Northern  Slates, 
to  the  West,  to  be  there  used  and  employed.  Of  the 
extensive  purchases,  too,  made  by  speculators,  a  shsre — 
and  I  believe  a  considerable  share— of  the  meant  ia  fiir- 
niahed  by  other  sections  of  the  country,  tlndoubtedly, 
emigration  takes  place  from  the  older  planting  States  of 
the  South  to  newer  snd  more  fertile  lands  in  that  section, 
and  probably  carries  away  both  men  and  money;  but 
what  then'  Ta  Government  thereby  draining  and  ex- 
hausting the  State?  Individuals,  seeking  to  improve 
their  condition  do  and  will  go,  and  ought  to  go,  wher« 
their  interest  dictates;  where  they  can  better  promote 
their  happiness.  Large  fortunes  have  been  accumulated 
in  the  productive  lands  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Lou- 
isiana, and  Florida;  and  probably  by  eminanlt  fi-om  the 
Caroltnii  and  Georgia.  T^ey  have  purcnated  at  a  very 
low  rate,  and  far  below  its  real  value,  some  of  the  ficn- 
est  land  the  sun  shines  upon.  Hat  Oavernment,  by  that 

farting  with  its  domain,  impoverished  any  body?  fat*  it 
een  unjust  or  oppressive^  his  it  inflicted  any  evil  for 
which  it  ought  to  make  restitution'  AndwhatiatiM 
remedy  contemplated  for  the  supposed  injury?  Nothing 
less,  indeed,  thin  that  Government  ahall  restore  tha 
money  to  the  regions  from  which  It  haa  been  drawn,  by 
diabursements  and  ezpenditurea,  to  counteract  the  ex- 
haustion said  to  be  experienced  by  this  process  of 
acquiring  valuable  domain  for  an  inadequate  price.  The 
proposition  seems  to  be  to  give  to  the  States,  in  some 
shape,  where  the  territory  lies,  all  which  they  have  paid 
in  procuring  a  properly  worth  much  more  than  they  pay 
for  it.  Indeed,  airj  that  is  a  mode  of  distribution  I  shall 
hardly  be  willing  to  agree  to.  Emigntion  is  going  on, 
and  will  go  on;  capital  and  properly  arc  conilanlly 
passing  and  repassing;  and  we  have  not  the  means,  and 
ouji;ht  not  to  have  the  desire,  to  restrain  its  freedom. 

The  people  ougbt  to  be  left  free  to  seek  their  own 
comforts  and  welfare.  If  they  purchase  and  settle  our 
lands,  they  receive  a  liberal  sum  for  the  money  they 
pay;  their  condition  Ft  impray^,  and  their  wealth  in- 
creased. It  is  a  strange  doctrine,  thst  while  individaalt 
are  enriched,  towns  are  growing  up,  rivers  and  channels 
of  communication  are  bemg  opened,  and  population  out- 
running all  calculation,  the  country  itseliis  drained  and 
impoverished.  No,  air,  the  tide  of  wealth  is  setting  tbe 
other  way.  The  aspiring,  enterprising,  and  smbirous, 
are  bending  their  steps  westward,  carrying  with  them 
property,  and  akill,  and  indastry,  and  tlie  meana  of  ac- 
cumulating wealth.  But  if  it  were  true,  aatbe  gentle- 
man contends,  that  the  chief,  almost  the  loiai  amount  of 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  isderivedfrom  the  South, 
or  the  South  and  West  together,    what  then?     Whose  | 

is  it?    Is  it  not  a  eomrTion  Treasury?    Is  it  not  the  money  I 

of  the  tuAofc  country?     Must  it    not  be  disbursed  for  the  ', 

eommnn  defence,  the  general  welfare,  (he  ptit& interests?  | 

The  mode  of  raising  it  may  be  wrong;  and,  ifae,  correct  j 

it;  but,  having  been  raised,  is  it  not  the  money  of  (he  i 

wholt  nation?  Surely  it  is.  How  is  i(  to  be  expended? 
how  used'    Tbe  honorable  gentleman  hat  laid  down  a  | 
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principle,  to  wliicli  he  ieen»to  UUch  grMt  nlue,  »nd 
which  would  obriite,  in  ■  considerkbie  degreCi  the  op- 
preaiion  now  experienced.  It  li,  thiC  the  diibunementi 
of  the  public  money  ihould  be  equal  in  the  vkriou*  lec- 
tlonsoflhe  Union.  The  Middle  ind  Northern  Stitei 
he  rrg;ird«  as  >  "farored  rtgion,"  wherein  by  fir  lh« 
Inr^it  ditburiements  >re  mide  i  .while  the  South  hu 
had,  comptrelively,  few  returna  froTn  the  ml  ■mount  it 
hM  contributed.  How  iithiiidekafequihtyofdiiburK- 
ments  to  be  ctrried  onlt  Uy  whit  rulcF  According  to 
gcogrnphical  extent  of  country,  which  it  one  time  leem- 
cd  to  be  uppermoit  in  the  mind  of  my  eloquent  friend, 
or  iccording  to  popuUtion,  to  federal  number*,  or  to 
the  KiDount  pxid  by  each  into  the  Treuury?  Sir,  there 
ii  but  I  tingle  rule  to  be  adopted  upon  this  tubjecl.  It 
it  to  make  Ihe  expendlturea  preciKly  there,  >nd  no 
wher«  etae,  where  the  public  cxi^enci«i,  the  public  in- 
tcreiti,  the  public  security,  require  them  to  be  made. 
If  a  fortification  if  wanted,  it  muit  be  built  where  it  ia 
wanted,  where  ihe  national  defence  require*  it  lo  bet 
and  not  where  Ihe  rule  of  equality  of  dlatribulion  would 
locate  it.  So  of  a  navy  yard,  a  harbor,  or  any  other 
work  of  national  importance.  Aa  to  the  prccice  point 
where  they  ahould  t>e,  even  upon  these  principlet,  un- 
doubtedly opiniona  would  vary;  but,  like  all  other  lub- 
jecla  of  lecialationi  it  muil  be  decided  by  thoie  to  whom 
the  deciaion  ia  intrualed.  The  duty  Impoaed  upon  ui 
by  the  conatilution  la  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
whok  cauntryi  and  it  can  only  be  ditcharged  by  securing 
those  point!  where  defence  ia  required.  Are  we  quite 
sure  this  can  be  done,  if  we  are  trammelled  by  the  rule 
of  equal  diilribationF  The  gentleman  aeemi  tome  to 
rererae  the  relative  order  of  mean*  and  objects.  He 
regard*  the  dithurtemeni  of  the  money  as  the  object  lo 
be  gained,  and  the  construction  of  work*  of  defence  as 
only  the  means  of  its  accompllibmenlt  whereas  the  true 
and  aule  object  is  to  provide  for  the  defence  snd  welfare 
of  the  country,  the  expenditure  of  the  money  being 
merely  incidental  and  auxiliary.  To  what  Extent  ia  thu 
rule  of  equality  of  distribution  to  he  earriedF  Will  you 
refuse  to  erect  a  fort  or  to  establish  ■  navy  yard  in  one 
section,  boweverloiidlydemandedby  the  public  intc ruts, 
unleaa  you  alao  make  a  corresponding  disbursement  in 
another,  where  no  public  exigency  require*  It^  No  one 
will  contend  for  thi*.  Equality  orinequalily  ofdlaburse- 
ments  has,  in  my  mind,  exceedingly  lillte  weight)  and, 
indeed,  1  doubt  whether  it  ought  to  be  coniidered  at  all. 
Show  me  in  what  spot  (be  puoHe  inttrttU,  the  no/ianoi 
toilfart,  require  an  expenditure,  and  1  stop  not  to  add 
up  how  much  has  already  been  expended  in  that  section, 
If^enongh  has  not  been  expended  to  accomplish  the  per- 
manent objects  of  national  security  and  welfare,  more 
must  be  granted.  On  the  other  hand,  although  you 
can  demonatrate  that  another  section  has  received  little 
or  nothing,  yet,  unleas  you  alao  demonstrate  that  a  work 
of  public  importance  is  demanded  by  a  regard  to  public 
Interest,  I  move  not  an  inch  lo  accomplish  it. 

I  desire,  sir,  as  much  aa  any  body,  a  system  of  equal 
defence*,  of  general  and  common  prateclloni  but  that 
by  no  mean*  involves  equality  of  expenditure.  Some 
portions  of  Ihe  country,  larger,  and  it  msy  be  more  val- 
uable also,  may  poulbly  be  protected  with  much  smaller 
diabursements  than  others  of  far  less  consequence. 
8hdl  not  the  lets  important  be  aecured,  because  they 
would  thereby  reaeive  a  disproportionate  expenditure^ 
It  is  by  all  means  desirable  Id  provide  a  general  and 
comprehensive  system  of  defence,  ss  well  on  the  sea- 
board aa  on  the  frontier;  but  the  only  consideration  fit 
lo  be  weighed  is  thai  of  public  exigency.  Equality 
of  disbursements  will  form  no  part  of  the  motive  with 
me.  [  look  upon  the  country  as  one,  ss  a  wl^let  and  I 
wish  to  preserve  and  protect  it  as  a  whole,  leaving  no 
part  cxpoted.  and  making  no  annec«utr]>  defence* 


sxpenditnrea 
view,  I  will 

proceed  to  examine  some  other  aentiments  of  the  faon- 
orible  member,  to  ascertain  how  far  hia  grounds  of 
complaint  are  tenable.  He  has  prepared,  with  great  in- 
dustry, (and  I  doubt  not  its  correctness,]  a  schedule  of 
the  expenditure*  now  proposed  to  be  made  In  different 
aectlonaof  tbe  counlryt  and  he  objects  to  them,  and 
will  retain  hia  hold  upon  the  Treasury  with  a  miser's  grsip 
because  the  contemplated  diaburaements  do  not  conform 
to  theatandard  of  equality  of  dllburaemenls.  Much  the 
larger  proportion,  he  aays,  is  to  be  expended  North.  II 
msy  be  SOI  I  have  not  taken  Ihe  trouble  to  go  over  the 
various  etiimales  and  bills,  lo  ascertain  whelher  it  be  so 
or  not,  for  the  plain  reason  thai,  in  my  view,  it  is  wholly 
immaterial.  Will  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  point  me  to 
any  one  object  proposed  to  be  accomplished  at  the 
North,  whieti  i*  unnecessary — which  i*  not  demanded 
by  a  just  regard  lo  the  public  interest  I  Ifao,  I  go  with 
him  against  it.  Will  he  show  me  one  object  not  pro- 
vided for  at  Ihe  South,  juslly  deserving  atlention  ?  1 
will  bear  him  company  in  support  of  it.  But  the  hon- 
orable member  doe*  nut  attempt  this.  I  have  heard  no 
objections  to  the  work*  proposed  in  "the  favored  re- 
gion," other  than  the  inequality  of  ditburaemenls.  If, 
then,  they  he  unobjectionable  In  themselves,  why  not 
make  them  f  As  to  the  objects  which  he  enumerates  sa 
fit  to  Jie  accompliahed  at  the  South,  I  must  remark  that 
the  leading  inducement  teem*  sllll  to  be  equality  ofex- 
penditure.  Let  me  examine  this  principle  a  little  far- 
ther. A  navy  yard  at  Pensacola  1*  an  object  which  the 
gentleman  urged  with  more  zeal  than  any  other;  be 
said  it  would  require  about  three  milliona  of  dollan  to 
place  it  upon  the  aame  footing  with  that  of  Manaehu- 
setts.  Ought  it,  therefore,  to  be  done  f  Ought  the 
three  millioni  lo  be  expended  >  Such  leeiiud  to  be  the 
conctuNon.  Well,  sir,  we  have  had,  and  may  have 
again,  vessels  of  war  on  the  lake*,  and  probably  navy 
yards  also,  to  aome  extent.  Will  the  honorable  member 
vote  lo  expend  three  millions  for  a  dry  dock  and  a  navy 
yard  on  Ihe  shores  of  JUke  Erie?  It  will  cqusllsc  dis- 
bursements. Will  he  vote  fur  it!  Surely  not.  1  ask 
him,  why  nol'  His  answer  lean  very  readily  antici- 
pate I  because  we  shall  never  have  occasion  for  such  an 
establishment  there  I  no  public  exigency  requires  il> 
The  answer  would  be  perfectly  saiisbclory.  But,  sir, 
if  we  must  expend  money  al  Pentacola  because  wa 
hare  done  so  at  Charleslown,  why  not  on  Lake  Eria 
because  we  have  done  so  at  Pensacola  * 

[Mr.  Thomtsos  nid  be  regretted  to  see  the  gentleman 
spending  hi*  powers  upon  argumenN  he  had  not  used. 
He  argued  upon  the  utility  of  tbe  establishment  at  Pen- 
stcola.  He  conlended  for  an  equality  of  disburse mentt 
only  where  il  wat  practicable.] 

I  am  aware,  sir,  the  gentleman  urged  the  utilltv  of  Iha 
eatabliahment  al  Pensacola,  and,  if  Ihat  had  been  his  only 
argument,  1  should  irat  have  noticed  it.  I  yield  to  il. 
My  own  impresriona  are  atrongly  in  favor  of  Pensacola 
navy  yard,  to  aome  extent,  but  I  am  not  entirely  (atlEfied 
at  to  what  extent.  The  aubject  is  one  of  deep  impor- 
tance, and  ought  to  be  well  considered.  But  the  honor- 
able gentleman  certainly  laid  great  stress  on  the  other 
consideration  ;  and,  I  must  *sy,  I  thought  it  Ihe  leading 
and  preponJerallng  idea  in  hi*  whole  speech.  He  say* 
now,  he  contend*  for  equality  of  distribution,  "atfarai 
practkabk.'"  I  think,  sir,  that  surrender*  the  whole 
question.  The  limitation,  if  I  comprehend  il,  destroys 
the  rule.  How  it  it  practicable  to  regard  it  in  any  caae.' 
If  all  the  honorable  member  mean*  ia,  that  we  ought  tr 


yl^^OOglC 


2789 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2790 


Himci  15,  1836.] 


Satoi  Strtiee  Bill 


[H.  . 


:,  Mcordin^  to  the  public  wintx,  and  upon  tbe  prin- 
ciples I  have  stitedi  ind,  in  dain^  >□,  would  cqualiK 
diabursementa  aa  far  aa  practicable,  I  am  very  much  in- 
clined  to  believe  hii  pule  would  have  no  effect  whatever. 
The  ayilem  would  regulate  itaeir,  and  the  disburaementa 
would,  of  neeeaait]',  I  apprehend,  be  unequal. 

The  honoral)le  member  apoke  of  (he  various  works 
ainady  existing  at  the  North,  for  which  no  correapond- 
ing'  ealabiiahmenta  had  been  placed  at  the  South.  Did 
be  thoT,  or  attempt  to  ahow,  that  the  public  exigency 
reqiiirra  them  there?  But,  t'r,  I  do  not  think  the  dis- 
tribution quite  so  unequal  aa  he  Seemed  to  auppoae. 
There  are  two  armories — one  in  Massachuselta,  and  the 
other  in  Virginia — one  North,  and  the  other  South.  Are 
they  improperly  lucatedf  Do  they  aubaerve  the  interests 
of  the  country^  Nothing  is  said  upon  these  topics. 
They  are  not  objected  to  at  sti  j  but  the  gentleman  aayi, 
three  more  ought  to  be  established:  one  in  the  West, 
ooe  on  Iha  line  between  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
one  in  Georgia.  I  aek,  why  three  more  ahould  be  ea- 
tablishedf  Are  not  the  arms  wanted  for  public  lervice 
supplied  rvpidly  enough?  Are  the  present  estabtish- 
menta  insufficient  to  meet  the  wants  or  the  country?  If 
so,  may  it  not  be  better  lu  enlsrge  them  than  to  erect 
new  ones?  These  question)  have  not  been  conudered 
at  all,  and  no  answer  haa  been  giien  to  them.  Again: 
is  it  not  worth  an  inquiry  whether  the  Southern  points, 
which  have  been  designated,  are  favorable  for  such  a 
manufacture?  Do  private  establishments  ekisi  (here 
already?  I  hear  nolhine  on  these  topics.  Favorable 
poaitions  for  any  particular  manuracture  are  generally 
tirat  sought  out  by  private  enterprise.  Government  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  carry  on  a  manufacture,  either  of 
■hips  or  arms,  or  any  thing  elae,  economically  and  con- 
veniently, where  private  eRbrla  have  either  failed,  or 
found  no  inducement  to  make  the  experiment.  Is  it 
quite  clesr,  then,  that  the  interests  of  the  country — I 
lay  out  of  view  sectional  and  local  Interests— would  be 
promoted,  in  sny  degree,  by  an  attempt  to  eitablilh 
manufacturiei,  either  oT  ahips  or  munitions  of  war,  where 
the  sharp-sighted  sagacilyofindivlduslintereithai  never 
yet  discovered  the  mean*  of  prosecuting  them  luccesa- 
fully? 

The  honorable  member  further  complains  of  favoritism 
shown  to  ihe  Northern  aection,  in  the  distribution  of  the 


the  North  Atlantic,  and  but  one  upon  the  South.  Ar 
nais  have  been  eslabliihed  st  various  places,  which  I  wm 
name:  onein  each  of  Ihe  SUtea  of  Maine,  Vermont,  and 
MaasaehuiettSi  two  in  New  York,  and  two  in  Pennsyl- 
vanUi  and  these  are  all  that  can  be  justly  chargeable  to 
the  North.  Indeed,  one  of  those  in  fennsyivania,  at 
Pittsburg,  is  a  Western  location,  snd  for  the  beneRt  of 
the  West.  Only  six,  therefore,  sre  located  on  the  north 
Atlantic.  There  is  alio  an  araenal  in  each  of  the  Statea 
of  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Alabaoi*,  and  Loulnana, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  Floridsi  anil  a  depot 
ofarmaat  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  The  remaining 
arsenalt  are  in  Kentucky,  Missouri,  and  Uicbiffan.  In 
running  the  eye  over  Ihe  map  of  the  country,  and  con- 
ndering  the  purposes  for  which  arsenals  are  established, 
as  mere  places  of  deposile  of  arms,  can  It  be  said  that 
the  public  interests  nave  been  injuriously  neglected, 
or  that  sectional  preferences  have  been  shown?  Arms, 
when  wanted,  will  of  course  be  wanted  at  or  near 
the  frontiers,  where  an  invasion  will  be  moat  likely 
to  occur.  An  interior  Stste,  scarcely  approachable 
by  an  enemy  from  any  quarter,  can,  in  Ihe  nature  of 
the  CBKi  have  rery  little  occasion  for  a  large  military 


depot.  But,  without  pursuin^r  the  subject  fiirther, 
can  it  be  shown  that  any  unnecessary  eatablismenta 
exist,  or  that  important  ones  have  been  omitted?  Until 
thisbedone,  the  charges  of  favoritism  towards  theNorth 
■eem  to  me  to  have  very  little  foundation  to  rest  upon. 
The  gentleman  has  referred  to  various  other  objects  on 
which  the  public  money  haa  been  expended)  and  has  ex- 
hibited schedules,  showing  how  large  a  proportion  goes 
to  the  same  section.  Among  others,  he  sets  down  a 
half  million  or  more  of  dollars  for  provisloos;  a  conud- 
erable  sum  fur  medicines,  for  ordnance  storea,  and 
(395,000  for  "miscellaneous  items."  Why  are  these, 
and  various  similar  expenditures,  called  Nortliern  expen- 
ditures' Provisions,  for  instance,  how  are  they  pro- 
cured? By  contract.  Bids  are  received  flrom  all  per- 
sons disposed  to  offer.  The  South  is  not  excluded  from 
competitiont  snd,  if  it  will  supply  the  demand  upon 
equally  favorable  terms,  it  will  receive  its  just  propoTi 
tion.  If  it  he  found  that  articles  of  this  description  are 
generally  procured  at  the  North,  undoubtedly  it  la  be- 
cause tbey  can  be  much  more  advantageously  supplied 
from  that  quarter.  The  South,  to  some  extent,  is  a 
purchaser  for  its  own  consumption,  instead  of  having  the 
means  of  supplying  others.  It  does,  however,  furnish  b 
portion  of  Ibe  provi»onsused  in  the  navyj  and  the  West 
suppltel  much  more.  Every  thing  wanted  in  the  navy, 
or  in  Ibe  publie  service,  will,  of  course,  and  must  be, 
procured  where  it  is  to  be  had.  North  Carolina  fur- 
nishes, of  its  own  productions,  no  small  amount;  other 
Southern  States  and  Terrtlories  supply  most  of  the  tim- 
ber. An  effort  was  made  some  time  ago,  and  by  none 
more  strenuously  than  by  Northern  men,  to  introduce 
cotton  canvass  into  use  in  our  ships  of  war,  and,  to  some 
extent,  I  believe,  successfully.  This  is  a  Southern  pra- 
duclion,  and  the  North  certainly  never  resisted  it  because 
of  iti  local  origin.  It  is  obviously  icnposstble  to  adopt 
any  rule  of  equaliung  expenditurea  of  this  description. 
There  is  but  one  safe  and  proper  mode  of  proceedingi 
Bud  that  in,  to  procure  the  supplies  of  every  description 
just  where  they  can  most  advantageously  be  had.  Sir, 
I  could  follow  the  gentleman  through  many  other  items 
which  he  seta  down  as  Northern  disbursemenlaj  and 
could  show  the  fallacy  of  regarding  them  in  that  light. 
But,  unless  Ihe  objects  to  be  accomplished  are  shown  to 
be  wrong,  or  that  Ihey  can  bo  better  promoted  elsewhere, 
unless  the  thing  to  be  done  ought  not  to  be  done,  shall 
we  omit  it  because  it  would  involve  expenditures  at  Ihe 
North?  If  the  country  requlresit  at  our  hands,  shall  we 
fiiil  to  do  it?  Shall  we  neglect  public interesta  because 
we  find  it  impracticable  to  gratify  local  desires? 

Among  the  objects  to  be  accomplisbed  at  the  Boulh, 
before  the  honorable  gentleman  will  consent  to  any  fur- 
ther disbursements  f>om  the  Treasury,  he  has  named  ■ 
navy  yard  at  Charleston,  Boulh  Carolina)  and  it  may  be 
proper  to  ny  a  word  or  two,  in  this  connexion,  upon 
tbal  subject.  I)  a  navy  yard  required  Ihere'  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  noti  but  what  are  the  prooA  of  it'  Whst 
necessity  appearsto  dttnand  it?  A  report  bvorable  to 
the  object  was  made  by  the  Naval  Committee  two  yeara 
1^0;  and  a  petition  bas  Mely  been  presented  from  that 
city,  soliciling  its  accompUabment.  In  both  I  find  valu- 
able information,  but  scarcelyany  thing  of  that  very  con- 
sideration which  alone  has  weight  in'my  mind — ikt  pub- 
lie  agency.  Does  the  country  need  anotbernavy  yatji 
snd  one  at  that  port?  Tbal  is  Ihe  question.  It  has  been 
shown  in  the  papers  I  refer  lo,  that  there  is  a  good  har- 
borg  a  channel,  if  not  quite  deep  enough  now,  capable 
of  being  madeao;  laborers  and  manufacturers  of  all  aorta, 
— d  seamen  always  lo  be  had.  So  fkr,  so  good.  With 
eae  opportunities  and  fiicililics  for  spending  money, 
mes  In  the  srgumenl  of  equalising  diabursements. 
It  strikes  me  as  not  a  little  remarkable  that  we  sre 
called  onbypditMmtoeoDStructanavyyard.     Were  it 
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•  work  ofdefenoe,  likcafnrtificttion,  it  would  beobvioui- 
\j  right  fur»  people  or  community  to  repreaent  their  de- 
wnceleM  condiiion,  and  lolicit  pioteelion.  But  >  pe- 
tition  to  Iboie  inlrutted  with  Ibe  *dniinistr*lion  of  the 
Government,  and  who  are  mppoied  to  know  what  ii 
required  by  >  juat  regard  to  ihe  intereili  or  tbe  counlrv, 
from  a  single  city.  Tor  such  an  object,  ia  somewhat  of  a 
Bovelly.  It  is  founded,  aod  proceeds  allogeiher,  on  the 
idea  of  tbe  Axa/advintigc  to  accrue  from  it  j  anil,  indeed, 
that  object  is  pretty  plainly  avowed  in  the  present  ia- 
iUnce.  An  argument  very  similar  to  this  attracted  mj 
notice,  some  days  ago,  in  favor  of  tbe  continuance  of 
the  yard  at  PorUmoutb.  It  appeared  in  the  Globe,  in- 
troductory to  an  article  copied  from  a  New  Hampshire 
paper,  at  the  nmttt  of  some  one  who  felt  an  interest  in 
the  lubjccl,  anil  was  doublleas  intended  to  have  ill  ef- 
fect with  Congreii  in  deciding  that  question.  The  ar- 
gument was  tills:  Tbe  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth  ought 
not  to  be  abandoned,  beciuie — why?  Because  Chat  town 
had  given  a  democratic  majority  ever  since  19S8,  and 
bad  stood  firm  durin?  the  period  of  the  alarm  which  so 
eitensivaly  prevailed  two  year*  rincc,  growing  out  ol 
tbe  removal  of  the  depoutes.  That  is  ibe  argumenlt 
ftod  one  hardly  knows  what  emotion  to  feel— indignation 
at  the  profligacy  of  the  sentiment,  or  pity  for  the  mis- 
erable fatuity  of  intellect  which  conceived  it.  9ir,  if 
not  only  the  offices,  tbe  sUtions  of  influence  and  etnolu- 
tnent,  are  to  be  bartered  away  for  parly  support,  and  as 
rewards  and  spoils  to  servile  followers,  but  the  great 
measures  of  policy,  the  leading  interests  of  the  country, 
'  are  to  be  swayed  and  influenced  by  such  considerations, 
I  am  almost  ready  to  say,  wilh  tbe  gentleman,  "  :his  is 
no  Qovernment  for  us."  I  admit,  air,  that  the  argument 
in  favor  uf  Charleston  rises  one  grade  higher,  but  still  is 
founded  on  sectional,  local,  personal  interest*.  It  li 
forthe  accommodation  of  Charleston,   and  the  peopU 


Caroliiu,  fori  feel  none.  lant onjycombalingsomeof 
tbe  reasons  which  have  been  urged  in  ita  behalf,  and 
wbich,  I  think,  should  have  no  influence  wlialever  on 
the  question.  As  lo  the  necessity  of  another  dry  dock 
at  the  South,  or  elsewhere,  I  am  not  sufficiently  inforof 
edi  bu!  if  It  is  wanted  only  to  equalise  dlBburiemenls, 
even  that  object  would  hardly  be  accooiplished.  Much 
would  (till  be  furnished  by  the  North;  the  very  materi- 
als of  which  it  would  be  constructed,  if  not  much  of  the 
labcT  and  scientitic  skill  employed  upon  it,  would  be 
drawn  from  the  same  region,  as  was  tte  case  in  relatioo 
to  that  al  GosporCiand  (his  single  &ct  shows  how  impue- 
aible  it  is  lo  make  equal  disbursemenli.  Whenever  ' 
tempted,  it  must  rsii. 

I  pass  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  toanotber  object  whereon 
large  amounls  have  already  been  expended,  and  Ibe  es- 
timates for  which  are  said  to  be  monstrously  unequal.  I 
mean  foriiGcationt.  Where  ought  they  lo  be  esUbOahed' 
Whst  consideration  ought  lo  prevail  in  delermining 
Iheir  loctllonf  WiU  any  body  pretend  that  equality  oF 
disbursement*  ought  to  have  any  weight  in  settling  U"'" 
4)ues(ion?  I  imagine  nut.  1%«  prominent  considei 
tionstobe  regarded  are:  lal.  Tbe  ezpoauret  Ibe  liability 
to  invasioni  and  the  consequences,  more  or  less  general, 
arasucceaaful  invasion.  2d.  The  pnctic*bili>y  of  de- 
fencr.  Within  any  just  sdsption  of  means  to  objects  fit  to 
be  accompliihcd.  Oiherconiideniions  might  be  staled. 
Will  it  be  pretended  Ibat,  upon  lliese  principles,  any  of 
the  fortlScalions  already  erected,  or  which  are  proposed 
to  he  erected,  are  useless  and  unnecesaary/  If  it  be 
true  that  the  Norlb  has  received  a  targer  proportion  of 
disbursements,  (and  I  shall  presently  show  Ibat  it  is  not,) 
has  It  been  from  any  spirit  of  faToriliatn  lo  Ihit  re^on,  or 
from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case.'  What  is  tbe 
generalcliaractcr  of  Ihe  whole  NarthcmcoBiW   ll  it  aot 


peculiarly  liable  to  invasion— eaiy  of  aecew?  It*  deep 
waters,  bold  navigation,  numerous  bays,  harbor*,  inlets, 
estuaries,  afford  ample  opportunity  for  Beets  to  ride  in 
security,  and  penetrate  -tbe  country  at  innumerabla 
points.  It  is,  therefore,  a  coast  particularly  exposed  to 
invasion  by  a  maritime  Power.  Why,  sir,  in  the  Slate 
of  Maine  alone,  there  are  more  harbors,  more  aceenlble 
points,  ezpoaed  lo  the  incuruons  of  a  naval  force,  than 
in  tbe  whole  thousand  mllei  from  here  to  Florida  Point. 
What  would  be  the  consequences  of  successful  invasions 
upon  a  coatt  studded  wilh  rich  cities,  prosperous  vil- 
hges,  manufacturing  establisbmenls,  and  a  numerous  and 
dense  populallon<  whose  waten  are  covered  with  innu- 
merable vessels  bearing  the  fruits  of  labur  and  industry* 
Is  it  not  to  be  expected,  is  it  not  an  imperious  duty  of 
Governraenl  to  fortify  and  protect  such  a  coast?  Has  it 
been  done  eitravaganlly  or  wastefully  >  Now,  sir,  as  lo 
tbe  Southern  Atlantic  coast,  ils  geogrspicsl  character 
fornixes,  in  a  great  decree,  protection  against  invasion. 
With  shallow  waters,  difficult  and  dan^eroui  navigation, 
few  accessible  barbers  or  rivers,  can  it  be  necessary  to 
erect  foilificationa  upon  tbe  same  scale  as  a  different 
coast  requires?  Has  it  not  been  sufficiently  defended? 
These  are  tbe  Irue  points  to  be  considered.  B^ard  is 
to  be  hid  also  to  the  consequences  of  Ihe  occupation  of 
any  particular  post  by  an  enemy. 

If  I  were  dispoaed  to  complain — indeed,  I  am  dis- 
posed, and  mean  to  do  so,  if  something  for  Ibe  defence 
of  Maine,  the  most  exposed  snd  the  least  fortified  of 
any  Biate  in  tbe  Dnion,  i*  not  done — I  might  institute  a 
comparison,  sbowinr  how  much  has  been  done  else- 
where, and  bow  little  there.  The  reason  for  its  neg- 
lect so  long  has  probably  been  an  apprehension  that 
an  invasion,  however  harassing  to  k|aine  itself,  would 
not  be  seriously  annoying  lo  the  country  at  large. 
Uany  porta  and  places,  of  greater  consequence  in 
themselves  than  others  which  hive  been  much  more 
fortiGed  elsewhere,  exlat  in  Maine  %  and  vet  I  can  well 
conceive  their  capture  would  be  attended  with  leaa 
serious  consequences  lo  the  country  generally.  New- 
port, for  instance,  from  ils  central  position  in  relation  lo 
other  important  placeS)  is  a  most  important  station  g  and 
its  occupation  by  an  enemy  in  time  of  war  would  be  the 
mean*  of  great  annoyance  and  distress.  Key  West,  of 
little  consequence  alone,  yet  from  its  commanding  posi- 
tion, is  of  indispensable  importance. 

Conilderation*  of  this  sort  are  all  to  be  weighed  in  de- 
termining this  general  system  of  defence)  snti.  In  this 
view,  can  it  be  pretended  that  an  undue  proportion  of 
works  of  this  description  has  been  located  on  the 
Northern  coast !  Let  lu  consider,  ur,  what  ha«  in  fact 
been  done,  and  I  ipprehrnd  gentlemen  will  find  tbe 
results  not  precisely  what  they  anticipate.  Lei  us  see 
whelhcr  it  be  Irue  that  the  South  bu  receittd  nalkinei 
wbeiber  it  be  indeed  the  vut  ocean  From  which  this 
great  central  sun  draws  up  all  the  vapors  thai  descend,  in 
fertlllxing  showers,  excluNvely  upon  the  barren  fields  of 
Ihe  North?  Very  little,  sir,  as  we  all  know,  wasdone 
prior  to  tbe  last  war,  in  erecting  fortilicitiona  upon  the 
seabt«rd.  The  system  now  in  process  of  being  executed 
WIS  commenced  and  has  grown  up  since  Ihit  period. 

Ill  order  lo  thow  the  diapirity  in  the  imounU  already 
expended,  and  proposed  to  be  expended,  in  the  two 
sections  of  Ihe  country,  the  honorable  gentleman  ha* 
made  such  a  division  of  Ihe  coast  is  to  throw  Virginia 
into  the  N<irth  AlUnlic  region,  instead  of  ibe  Southern, 
where  it  appropristely  belong* ;  appropriately,  so  far  ai 
the  unequal  and  exbaualing  operation  of  Government  is 
concerned.  Virginia  has  always  been  one  of  tbe  com- 
plaining atales.  It  resisted  the  larilf.  It  is  one  of  the 
producing  Stale*,  and  in  all  respects  allusted  like  South 
Carolina,  ac  far  as  the  principles  in  iisue  are  concerned, 
except  that  it  has  received  very  large  disbursements. 
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3authtm  Statei  tad,  in  tniUi,  BbryUnd  ougbt  tlaoto  be 
(D  coiuidered. 

At  the  lit  KHioD  or  the  21it  Congreta,  «  ilatEment 
Qf  all  the  expenditure*  upon  fortifiulioni  liace  1615 
wu  Mibmitted  to  CongreH,  and  U  vaaag  our  document!. 
Up  to  18S0,  the  expenditures  were  very  nor  three 
million  of  doUari,  the  larger  portion  of  wliicb,  by  Ttr, 
wu  nude  >t  the  South.  From  1830  to  1830.  beyond 
which  the  Ublei  do  not  extend,  tbe  expenditure.  South, 
for  forUautionj,  wu  94.175,938;  and,  io  the  ume 
period.  North,  but  1,112,568  dolUn.  But,  lir,  1  bne 
k  iDore  full  uid  MtUbctory  itftleitient  than  this,  coming 
dovn  to  tbe  preaent  period,  obtained  from  authentic 
tourcei,  and  entitled  to  credit.  It  it  "a  italement 
ibowing  tbe  amount  expended  on  the  fortification*  of 
the  United  States  from  the  year  1813  to  the  year  1835, 
includve,  including  tbe  unexpended  balances  of  appco- 

C'ltions  for  works  not  finished."  It  ahowi  all  Ibat 
been  done — and  what  ii  tbe  resultf  Upon  workt 
North,  indudirtg  Marnlaad,  the  expenditure  has  been 
^447,773  44i  upon  the  South  Atlantic,  it  has  been 
|4,54r,951  55i  and  on  tbe  Gulf  coaH,  ^,495,639  91. 
The  North  Atlantic,  therefore,  has  actually  received  lb« 
Uatl  of  either  section.  Have  do  fertilizing  dn^i  fallen 
upon  the  Soulhf  Other  statement*  have  been  pre- 
pared  and  laid  before  us,  showing  (be  number  of  work*  - 
completed,  and  of  thoae  in  process  of  being  completed) 
tod,  by  refbrence  to  them,  it  will  be  seen  Uial,  oflbeae 
two  classei,  by  br  the  larger  portion  is  at  the  Soutb. 
When  the  work*  now  beinr  constructed  are  finished, 
the  whole  expenditure  Souib,  cmbrMing  the  Gulf,  wiU 
he  f9,SSr,16S,  and  at  the  Norib,  but  K037,3S4. 

Tbe  fortifleatioiu  of  the  Northern  seclion  have  been 
pmtpMwd  until  tboae  «t  the  South  should  ha  convicted. 
The  geotleman  lay*  he  will  do  no  mare  uutil  wa  have  a 
gwieral  eystem  projected  upon  prinoiples  of  equalily. 
"Hte  ppeaent  system  wu  adapted  many  year*  ago,  (in 
1818,  J  believe,)  upon  a  full  survey  by  a  board  of  com- 
petent engineers  and  military  men. 

The  rortiGoattons  deemed  neceaaary  wtic  divided  into 
Uiree  flasifii  Ibose  to  be  completed  immediately;  those 
at  a  later  period)  and  the  Ihird  clasa  at  a  remoter  period 
Uill.  The  first  have  been  finished,  and  are  chiefly  at 
(he  South;  those  In  mv  own  Stale  fell  into  the  third 
claM)  and  now,  when  this  treneral  system  has  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  so  far  a*  tt|e  South  wu  concerned, 
■nd  we  are  approMliing  the  period  when  our  defences 
j«e  to  he  commenced,  the  gentleman  calls  out  far  a  new 
plaa— •  new  survey — a  new  distribution.  We  have 
poalponedourclaima  for  defences  in  submission  to  yours; 
■od  sre  we  to  be  thrown  out  of  them  altogelberr  This 
expluos,  sir,  wby  the  estimates  sre  now  so  much  larger 
for  the  Northern  section  than  for  the  Southern.  Until 
(heir  work*  were  completed,  we  heard  of  no  new  plan. 

If  more  defence*  are  required  at  the  South;  where, 
at  what  point/  All  admit  the  importance  of  defending 
(be  Oulf  of  Uexioo  and  the  mouth  of  tbe  Wssitsippi. 
If  it  hu  not  already  been  done,  do  it,  by  all  means,  siid 
jou  shall  have  my  humble  aid  at  any  moment.  So  of 
tbe  Soudt,  or  of  the  Weitern  frontiers. 

It  ia  well  known,  sir,  Ibat  to  a  dialin^iihed  statesman 
of  South  Carolina  the  nation  is  chiefly  indebted  for  this 
very  system  of  defence  now  proposed  to  be  carried  on 
and  completed.  New  England,  however  it  may  luve 
differed  with  him  since  on  other  topics,  certainly  gave 
him  its  support;  not,  I  trust,  from  sectional  motives,  but 
upon  liberal  principlea  of  public  policy.  He  maintained 
a  high,  wareely  a  aecond  rank  in  the  estimation  of  lis 
people;  and  they  have  never  ceased  lu  approve  (hat 
policy  which  he  created  and  fostered  by  the  energy  of 
bis  lofly  powers  aud  patriotic  efforts.  New  England 
certainly  looked  to  him  with  high  hopes  for  the  future. 


and  bu  regrctted.  deeply  and  profoandly,  that  tbeaa 
hope*  have  been  blighted.  I  will  not  say  how.  From 
what  quarter  did  the  opposition  to  his  plan  of  defence 
and  Io  bis  general  scope  of  policy  comer  Who  wu  the 
chief  opponent  of  bis  meuuresj  Who  were  the  leader^ 
and  wbo  were  the  followers,  of  the  great  radical  paityf 
Whose  efibrts  were  uDceasioc  to  reduce  and  retrench 
the  disbursements,  and  especially  those  for  fortificationa' 
Tbe  gentleman  must  recollect,  I  think,  that  it  wu  chieSy 
''■"*"-■'-  oppoaitioDi  and  that  the  disUnguisbed  c'*' — 


of  South  Carolina,  who  hu  done  touch  for  bis  country—' 

much — leaned  upon  New   England  for  aupport 

r  the  bcav^  krad  of  responsibility  attempted  to  be 
wn  upon  him.  If  he  hu  lived  to  see  tbe  meswtres 
of  hi*  own  creation  adopted  by  those  who  farmerly  re- 
sisted them,  if  the  wreath  ha*  been  torn  from  hi*  brow 
to  grace  another's,  bu  New  England  been  accessory  to 
it?  No,  siri  if  Southern  interests  have  been  neglected, 
if  liberal  appropriation*  have  not  been  made  in  past 
time),  it  hu  not,been  owing  to  Northern  hoatility. 

Ur.  Chairman,  there  are  other  ot^ecta  of  disburic- 
meat  in  which,  I  am  aware,  tbe  South  hu  ven  little 
participated)  I  mean  internal  improvement*.  If  it  bu 
not,  however,  i*  it  to  be  charged  tu  an  unjuat  and  sec- 
tional policy  pTarailing  in  other  quarters^  Tbe  true  rea- 
son ii,  that  the  South  hu  uniformly  opposed  the  system) 
hu  presented  no  object*  to  he  accomplished  by  toi*  be- 
neficent exercise  of  power)  has,  indeed,  utterly  refused 
to  ask  or  receive  any  aid  for  these  purpose*.  Its  policy, 
I  admit,  wu  dictated  by  high  and  stern  convictions  of 
constitutional  dutyi  but  are  other  portions  of  the  cort- 
federacy  responsible  for  that?  Were  they  to  deprive 
themselves  or  the  benefit*  which  they  reKwded  not  only 
within  the  power,  but  the  duty  alio,  of  the  Government 
to  confer,  because  different  opinions  prevailed  elsewhere? 
Are  all  tbe  leading  measures,  i*  the  vital  policy  of  the 
country,  tobecontrulled  by  constitutional  scruples,  how- 
ever honestly  entertained,  of  minoritiea'  1  am  not  ques- 
tioning, nar  intending,  in  the  smallest  degree,  to  im- 
peach the  wisdom  or  the  soundneas  of  the  principle 
which  the  South  adopted  upon  tbi*  subject,  because  that 
is  a  matter  for  Ibemselves  alone  to  consider)  but  when 
it  is  insisted  that  other  and  larger  sections  are  to  surren- 
der their  own  opinions,  and  to  be  deprived  of  many  of 
the  advantages  which  thev  fondly  had  in  view  in  estab- 
lishing llie  GavernmenI,  doctrines  are  advanced  at  war 
with  the  very  genius  of  our  institution*. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  would  have  been  a  wiser  and 
better  course  If  the  South,  yielding  its  convictions — u 
all  must,  at  some  period  or  other,  yield  even  their  firm- 
est opinions — to  the  long-continued  policy  pursued  under 
various  administration),  and  sanctioned  repeatedly  by 
expresHons  of  popular  will,  bad  regarded  this  as  a  set- 
tled question,  u  some  of  its  ablest  statesmen  did  re- 
gard it.  It  is  altogether  probable,  bowever,  that,  in 
such  event,  a  portion,  and  possibly  a  laive  portion,  of 
the  disburaemcnts  which  have  been  made  for  internal 
improvement*  would  have  been  distributed  within  their 
own  borders.  If  they  have  shut  themselves  out  from 
these  benefits,  is  it  just  to  charge  a  aectional  policy 
upon  other  State* } 

1  might  appeal  to  the  journals,  and  to  every  one  con- 
versant with  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  whether  the 
most  liberal  support  of  all  public  meaiures  has  not  come 
from  that  quarter  now  denominated  tbe/in>areil  region — 
whether  the  great  objects  of  improvement  and  defence, 
in  tbe  West  and  South,  have  not  been  generally  carried 
by  tlie  aid  of  Northern  votes— whether  the  votes  ofNew 
Bnglsnd,  psrliculariy,  have  not  been  governed  by  an  en- 
larged, lil>eral,  comprehensive  view  of  tbe  nafiono/ inte- 
rests? 1  speskof  what  hatbtin — of  the  poi(;  and  I  am 
sure,  so  ftras  appropriaiion*  and  disburtemenls  are  con- 
cerned, iw  ground  exist*  for  diarging  upon  that  portion 
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of  the  Union  iselBib,  loci),  leolionil  policy.  Idum  for 
it  the  credit  of  biving  been  liberal  ind  generOkU.  Tbe 
diabunementa  for  revolutionary  pensions  have  been  alio 
iniUnced  M  favori  to  the  North.  If  it  be  true  Ifatt  mucb 
of  the  Rmount  tbui  paid  goes  to  that  seclion,  is  It  anevil^ 
Does  it  demand  a  r«med;^  Are  tbe  lawi  providing  tbii 
inadequate  and  tardj  juitice  (o  the  decrepit  and  tottering 
BoMier,  wbolaidtbe  foundation  of  ourcountry'a  independ- 
ence and  happiness,  with  toils  and  sufTerings,  to  be  meted 
out  and  administered  according  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
State  llnei^  If  a  large  proportion  of  the  money  ii  dia- 
penied  at  the  North,  ii  it  not  because  a  larger  number  of 
the  survivors  of  that  conBict  remain  tberer  This  was  to 
bare  been  expected.  That  region,  we  all  know,  being  tbe 
most  populous  and  the  most  wealthy,  furnished  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  men  »nd  the  money  which  achieved  our 
Independence.  Imake  no  invidious  comparisons.  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia,  and  the  South  generally,  did  what  could 
be  done  within  their  meana.  But,  if  ita  gallant  totdiers 
Iiavepaidthedebtof  nature,  if  fewer  remain  losbare  their 
eotintry's  honor  and  gratitude,  i*  it  a  reason  wby  their 
Dompanions,  who  are  yet  among  us,  should  be  forgotten 
and  neglected — that, because  they  are  not  equally  distrib' 
uted,  tbey  should  nnt  be  rewarded?  Or  isit  contended 
that,  because  of  the  inequality,  we  ihould  seek  out  some 
other  objecu  of  expenditure  at  tlie  South,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  equalising  disbursements.' 

Sir,  there  are  already  objects  of  expenditure  at  the 


South,  in  which  the  North  doe*  ni 


them.  1  do  not  complain  of  the  smountg  it  is  necessary 
to  be  Incurred  for  thedefence  and  protection  of  the  coun- 
try,and  must  beexpended  precisely  where  theemergencj 
requires.     It  will  be  expended  in  the  South. 

What  wouldbe  thought  of  withholding  these  appropri' 
■lions,  unless  we  alto  contrive  to  raiae  a  similar  occaiion 
for  expenditures  elww here  ^  And  yet,  how  does  the  prin- 
ciple dilTer  from  that  which  would  stop  diiburiements 
for  defence  at  the  North,  where  the  public  security  de- 
mands them,  unless  st  the  Mme  time  othera  *re  placed  at 
the  South,  where  they  are  not  wanted?  Besides  this,  we 
are  annually  paying  large  sums  to  the  Indian  tribes  at  the 
South  and  West.  Our  Indian  relationa  are  kept  up  at 
great  cost.  The  money  which  is  thus  expended  soon  gets 
abrosd,  and  circulates  st  the  South  and  In  the  West,  and 
is  aa  truly  a  fructifying  ihower  there,  as  is  the  payment 
of  the  omcen  and  men  at  the  Northern  navy  yards,  1 
might  also  notice  the  expenditures  for  minis,  aulhoriied 
last  year,  and  various  other  items  of  Southern  expendi- 
ture, all  showing  that  our  diabursementi  are,  and  must 
of  necessity  be,  made  where  the  public  service  require) 
them  to  be,  and  not  upon  any  vain  attempt  to  equalise 
the  amount  among  different  sections. 

Tlie  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  comptsin  that, 
at  the  present  moment.  Northern  counsels  prevailed  in 
the  Government ;  and  I  thought  he  attributed  some  por- 
tion of  the  neglect  of  Southern  interests  to  this  clrcum' 
stance.  Not  one  of  the  three  Departments,  he  said, 
which  are  moat  connected  with  our  fiscal  operations,  is 
filled  by  a  Southern  man.  Sir,  a  defence  of  this  admin- 
istration, coming  from  me,  would  he  a  strange  and  un- 
wonted sound  to  moat  ears.  It  certainly  has  aa  tittle  of 
my  conRdence  or  approbation  as  of  the  honorable  mem-  - 
ber  himself.  There  is  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
of  error  to  be  combated,  to  use  the  mildest  term,  both 
in  principles  and  practices,  to  give  full  exercise  to  all 
the  powers  of  resiatance  we  both  can  bring  to  the  con- 

If  the  intercBi*  of  tbe  South  have  been  neglected, 
under  whose  auspicea  has  it  been  done  ?  What  counsel* 
have  prevailed'  Does  the  gentleman  recollect  haw 
large  a  portion  of  the  time  our  GovernineHt  bus  been 


in  operation  it  ba*  been  adminiitercd  by  Southern  hands^ 
bow  very  lar^e  •  share  of  directing  and  taping  the 
measure*  whieh  have  prevailed  has  bllen  to  the  same 
quarter?  If  the  preaent  administration  has  neglected 
the  South,  is  tbe  North  responaible.'  It  came  into  pow- 
er by  no  agency  of  mine.  Can  the  gentleman  aay  a* 
much?  New  England  bad  nonei  but  South  Carolina 
bad  mucb,  very  much)  no  State  contributed  more  ef- 
fectual aid.  If'^she  has  been  disappointed  and  deceived 
—if  the  promised  fruits  have  been  withheld— are  thoae 
who  resisted,  or  those  who  bvored,  the  change  of  ad- 
ministration, responsible? 

The  South,  however,  is  not  alone  in  its  disappoint- 
ment. The  assistance  rendered  by  the  North— how 
has  it  been  compensated?  What  has  Pennsylvania  re- 
ceived? Mas  not  every  leading  measure  to  wbicb  it  bad 
been  devoted  for  j-ears,  all  Its  most  firmly  estabfished 
and  warmest  cherJshed  policy,  been  broken  down  and 
aacrificed?  It  has,  indeed,  had  the  empty  honor  of  re- 
ceiving some  four  or  five  executive  appointments,  chief- 
ly bestowed  upon  leading  gentlemen  of  old  federal  prin- 
ciples, for  the  purpose,  probsbly,  of  keeping  up  tbe 
usages  and  aicendency  of  the  democratic  party.  What 
leading  measure  of  Pennsylvania  interest*— I  speak  not 
of  the  measure  of  auaiaining  a  party— but  what  single 
object  of  national  policy  and  concern  to  which  that  State 
was  wedded,  has  not  been  trodden  in  the  dust?  And 
even  at  this  moment,  is  not  the  contest  going-on  which 
is  to  determine  whether  its  State  Legislature — ita  Slate 
inatitutions,  its  State  policy,  its  SUte  pride,  every  thing 
over  which  State  sovereignly  spreads  its  protecting 
wings— Is  not  to  be  bound  captive  to  the  victorious 
chariot  wheels,  to  swell  the  triumphal  procession  in  il> 
unh*lting  progress?  The  States  whieh  labored  most, 
and  accomplished  moat,  in  building  up  llie  present  dy- 
naaty,  must  abide,  as  best  they  may,  the  policy  it  has 
pursuedj  so  must  llie  individuals,  persecuted  and  pro- 
scribed a*.  Ihey  are,  to  whose  vigorous  efforts  it  owes 
its  existence.     "  Sic  vet  non  vobii  mtlUJitaiii  apa. 

The  Srat  victim,  I  remind  my  friend,  to  the  tortures  of 
thebrazenbuliofPhalsfis,  was  the  Inventor  himself.  It 
was  but  s  just  retribution  to  the  folty  of  inflaming  tbe  lust 
of  power  and  the  passion  for  vengeance  in  the  breast  of 
the  cniellest  of  tyrants.  They  who  have  been  followed 
with  unsparing  severity,  as  tbe  only  reward  of  faithful 
services  and  attachment,  should  have  considered  well 
tbe  perils  of  the  undertaking. 

1  I  do  not  forget,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  danger  that  the 
money  which  we  appropriate  may  be  used  for  parly  ob- 
jects and  purposes.  But  what  then'  We  cannot  ohanga 
the  Government,  nor  the  hands  to  whom  the  people 
have  committed  power.  It  is  thfcir  province  to  do  thalt 
and  soon  may  they  do  it.  But  shall  we,  therefore,  aban- 
don the  country'  Shall  we  postpone  its  defence  and 
protection?  Shall  we  neglect  our  duty,  because  other 
agents,  we  fear,  may  be  iinftilhful  in  theirs  ?  No,  sin 
t  hope  with  the  gentleman  that  belter  times  and  purer 
principles  may  once  more  prevail  ;  thai  the  good  of  the 
country,  and  hot  the  good  of  a  parly,  will  again  be  tba 
paramount  object  of  every  man's  ambition  ;  but,  until 
that  period  shall  arrive,  the  Government  must  be  ad- 
ministered by  those  to  whom  the  people  have  confided 
it,  and  llie  requisite  means  must  be  put  at  their  disposal, 
even  by  those  who  have  little  confidence' in  their  filneaa. 
The  honorable  gentleman  aeema  to  apprehend  evil 
consequences  of  no  small  magnitude  from  liberal  dis- 
bursementa  by  Government,  in  its  effect  of  building  up 
and  organizing  a  class  of  day  laborers,  who  will  not  suf- 
fer disbsndmeni  when  their  labor  is  no  longer  wanted, 
but  who  will  make  their  power  felt  in  "  lawless  insur- 
rection, or  by  the  equally  terrible  process  of  the  ballot- 
box."  Events  have  recently  occurred  among  the  labor- 
en  of  same  of  ibe  cllici  calculated  to  give  weight  to 
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thit  eoiuiderktion.  Combiiuliuni  hire  been  formed, 
and  the  power  of  (be  mob  hu  been  trnj-ed  to  oontrol 
the  price  and  duntion  of  labor. 

I  perceive,  lir,  with  deep  regret,  tbe  spirit  of  diwf- 
fection  abroad  in  the  land,  lo  which  the  bonorabte  mem- 
ber refersi  a  ipirit  of  lubTeraion  of  our  liutilutlona,  and 
or  the  taiutary  reitraints  of  Uv;  a  ipirit  of  agTar'un 
warfare  against  the  wealth  and  enlerpnie  of  the  coun- 
try, againat  whole  clanea  of  the  eommunity,  againit 
erery  thing  firm  and  itable  in  lociety,  Uaeful  and  val- 
uable initituiiun*  are  broken  down,  became  they  are 
"  monopollesi"  and  pro^eri^,  for  whoie  protection 
Government  waa  in  part  inatiluted,  ii  arialocratlc.  A 
ipirit  of  general  leTelling  ieemt  to  perrade  the  land. 
Sentimenti  like  theae,  Initead  of  being  checked,  have 
been  promoted  and  foatered  by  those  in  power.  The 
profligate  and  the  idle,  foreign  paupers,  and  malecon- 
tenta,  are  gainiogin  number*  and  in  power  in  the  cities 
■nd,  there  ii  too  much  reason  lo  fear,  exerciae  a  con- 
trolling voice  in  political  afFairi.  From  nich  there  ii 
alwaji  danger.  But  with  theae  are  not  to  be  ineluded' 
the  great  nwaa  of  the  industrioua,  lober,  peaceable,  la- 
boring clawea  of  the  eommunity,  who  have  a  itake  in 
the  public  improverneht  and  proiperily,  and  in  the  juit 
adrainiitration  of  the  lawi.  They  will  neither  by  vio- 
lence nor  by  the  ballot-box  impede  the  good  order  of 
lociety.  A  rlie  of  wagei  produoed  by  natural  cauiei  U 
BO  fearful  omen — ii  not  at  all  to  be  deprecated.  The 
value  of  labor,  like  that  of  every  other  commodity,  de- 
penda  upon  the  demand  for  it,  and  the  lupply  to  meet 
that  demand)  and  it  ia  alwayi  regarded  among  the 
alrongeit  proofi  of  a  proaperoui  and  flouriihing  condi- 
tion that  wigea  are  high.  It  denolei  energy,  enter- 
prise, activity,  and  a  general  ipirit  of  exertion  and  im- 
provement. In  a  atidonary  or  decaying  country  there 
will  be  little  occasion  for  labor,  and  wagea  will  conie- 
quently  be  low.  It  is,  therefore,  In  my  judgnient,  no 
undewrabte  thing  that  wage*  ahould  be  high.  I  cannot 
Mient,  however,  to  the  idea  Ihat  the  addition  of  Some 
ten  or  twelve  millionB  oF  dollarn  to  the  buainess  of  the 
country,  in  diibursementi  of  public  money  upon  public 
objects^  will  produce  any  aeniihle  effect  upon  the  price 
of  labor.  II  bean  too  small  a  proportion  to  tbe  whole 
maa*  of  money  in  circulation,  of  buimeia  tranncted,  and 
of  kbor  performed.  Double  the  amount  propoaed  to 
be  disburaed  by  all  the  billa  of  appropriation  wai  struck 
out  of  existence  lately  in  New  York  in  a  tingle  nighlt 
knd,  however  Kvere  has  been  individual  loss  and  auBer- 
■ng,  the  buiineaa  of  the  country  baa  hardly  felt  the 
■ligtileit  ihockfrom  the  blow.  But,  air,  if  lome  evils  are 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  cause  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman, Ibey  are  evils  which  must  be  encountered.  Shall 
we  stop  all  public  works,  hoard  up  all  the  money  in  the 
Treasury,  do  nothing  for  public  improvement  and  pub- 
lic protection,  for  fear  of  promoting  a  spirit  of  agrarian 
cupidity  and  disafiection  .'  If  such  evils  exiat,  they  are 
beyond  our  control,  and  inseparable  from  the  condition 
of  human  iffain. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  overflowing  condition  of  (he 
Treasury,  and  af  the  difBculty  of  answering  the  question, 
what  shall  be  done  with  it?  Without  going  into  the  sub- 
ject at  any  length,  I  will  only  remark,  that  the  time 
aeems  favorable  for  devising  a  judicious  and  liberal 
scheme  of  national  improvement  and  defence.  Our 
means  are  abundant  fur  large  appropriations,  looking 
forward  to  aeveral  years.  L«t  ten  millions  annually  be 
appropriated  for  ten  years  for  (he  navy  and  fortificationst 
distrlbule  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
Staler  as  proposed  in  a  bill  which  formerly  passed  tlis 
Senate,  aiwl  we  shall  still  have  enough  remaining  for  all 
our  wants.  The  Treasury  might  bear  (his,  I  (hink,  un- 
til 1843  at  least,  whendutieaare  to  beso  largely  reduced. 
Tb*  Secretary  doci  not  Kem  to  (hink  our  means  will  be 


so  abundant  as  I  bare  supposedi  but  estimates  from  that 
toorce,  of  [jrobable  receipts,  have  recently  not  proved 
unerring  guides.  With  the  large  anvnint  now  accumu- 
lated, and  the  conitantly  increasing  receipts  into  (ha 
Treasury,  I  have  little  doubt  that,  after  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  enough  will  remain 
to  make  liberal  appropriations  every  year  (perhaps  not 
so  large  as  I  have  named)  for  national  defence,  and  to 
carry  on  ill  (ha  operations  of  Government.  Why  ahould 
it  not  be  done^  Why  should  it  be  boarded  up  to  pam- 
per favored  institution*,  and  to  reward  party  adherents? 
That  lome  liberal  plan  can  be  foriBed,  and  that  it  is  re- 

Juired  by  the  iotereit*  of  the  sountiy,  teemi  hardly 
oubtful. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  sir,  spoke  with  eloquent 
fervor  of  (he  deep  and  abiding  attacbment-of  the  South 
to  the  blessed  Union  of  these  States.  I  am  not  about  to ' 
call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  hii  declaration.  When 
the  blessingt,  vtat,  numberlcsi,  unexampled,  whioh,  by 
the  providence  of  God,  that  Union  has  conferred  upon 
(be  people  of  oar  country,  are  for  one  moment  eooaider- 
ed,  no  mind,  not  utterly  blinded  lo  our  best  and  deareat 
1n(ereati— no  heart  not  utterly  dead  to  the  happiness  of 
tbe  human  r»ee,  and  (he  hopes  of  civil  liberty  itself— 
can  be  indifferent  as  (o  l(s  preservation.  What  has  it 
not  done  for  human  happinesa  and  human  advancement  F 
Prom  tbe  lowest  condition  of  anarchy,  disorder,  and 
weakness,  of  poverty  and  national  degradation,  it  has 
raised  us  lo  an  eminence  of  high  and  enviable  prosperity 
and  strength,  of  respect  in  the  e);es  of  all  nations,  of 
regular  government,  and  hu  establi^ed  and  built  up  all 
the  institutions  of  social  and  civil  life,  for  which  I  know, 
not  what  histopv  of  the  world  fiirnishess  parallel.  When 
did  the  light  of  heaven  ever  shine  down  upon  more  glo- 
rious and  indubitable  proofs  of  tbe  efBdency  and  wisdom 
of  human  govemmeni  than  the  condition  of  our  country 
now  displays?  To  all  theae  the  South  cannot  be  insensi- 
ble, cannot  but  indulge  pitriodc  pride,  and  feel  attach- 
ments to  the  Union  not  to  be  sundered  for  light  and 
temporary  causes,  for  Imaginary  ^ievances,  for  doubt- 
ful and  contested  theories  of  political  economy.  It  will 
not  calmly  see  (his  Union  rent  in  twain,  lo  be  followed 


Liberty  is  the  first  object  of  all  its  efforta 
anii  »apir«tlona.  Is  the  honorable  genllemin  quite  san- 
guine that  liberty,  even  at  the  South,  will  long  aurvive 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union?  Does  he  hold  the  bond  of 
fate!  Can  he  oast  its  horotcope?  I  am  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  Invidious  comparisons,  nor  to  question  the  re- 
sources, the  cspaeity,  theabilily,  of  the  South  (o  maintain 
a  sepat«te  Government,  and  lo  occupy  ■  high  position 
among  tbe  nation*  of  the  world.  It  i*  not  unbecoming, 
however,  to  suggest  to  those  who  are  most  ardent  in 
their  fsith,  to  weigh  well  all  tbe  condderations,  to  calcu- 
late all  the  vicissitudes  pertaining  to  a  subject  so  awfully 
momentous.  If  that  disastrous  event  should  occur,  and 
an  Independent  Government  be  eattbliibed  at  the  South, 
are  all  the  rivalries,  the  passions,  the  ambition,  the  in- 
terests, which  igitate  the  bosoma  of  men,  and  shake  so- 
cieties and  communities  as  with  an  earthquake,  to  be 
imothered  and  annihilated'     Are  liie  hidden  Gres  which 


guiriied?     Win  OL 

float  in  the  clear  vault  over  their  heads?  He  has  read 
the  annals  of  our  race  and  stadied  the  human  character 
to  little  purpose,  who  indulges  in  reveries  like  these. 
How  i*  it  even  now?  1*  there  entire  unahimKy  of  prin- 
ciple or  purpose  at  the  South?  Do  coniiguoua  State*, 
separated  only  by  a  narrow  stream,  entirety  bsrmoniieF 
In  view  of  these  things,  what  assurance  can  the  gentle- 
man have  that,  whatever  befall  tbe  Union,  liberty  will 
still  &x  ber  chosen  abode  at  the  South?     Is  there  any 
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thing  to  pMDlitr  Id  Ki  iiutitutlanB,  iti  pritwiplet,  iti  poli- 
cy, *•  to  induce  the  r<md  belief  that  ber  liM  footitepton 
entb  will  be  foond  there/  In  «fter  xget,  if  lome  m«Iou« 
Totiiy,  groping  •monK  the  ftUen  rnini  knd  icktteNd 
fVagirventi  of  ber  tcmplei,  to  retcue  tome  itranunicnt  of 
her  eiiirtence  from  the  reEnonelcH  hand  ol  time,  ihtll 
explare  the  vettiKM  ibe  bu  left,  will  be  escUim  of  the 
Soutlt,  eieluiiTe^,  In  the  Uncuqe  of  the  Bomcn  poet, 
••kUHUutarma—hu  eamtfaU?" 

Sir,  wh*t  HTt  of  union  it  it  to  which  the  South  ii  lo 
derotcd*  A  union  uid  k  Oovernment  which,  under  the 
impulie*  of  popular  caprice,  or  landed  wror^,  oEtem- 
^  pnrarjezeltement^ttiinKleDtateiiMTaFicitaiiddeMroji 
vhiwe  MID  miy  be  piral^ed,  and  all  iti  powen  lubven- 
cd,  wlienerer  \i  mar  MJt  the  purpOMi  of  a  ilngle  State 
(o  do  lOi  a  union  lo  ill-compaclcd  and  bonnd  together, 
tbkt  on  ererr  ooctilon  of  a  difTerence  of  opinion  a«  toita 
ttotiititutimut  power*,  or  on  meaiurei  of  policy,  it  may 
be  forthwith  severed,  it  diajaion  the  only  remedy  for 
erron  of  adminiiiration — for  arbiinry  ezereiae  of  power  t 

In  ftll  GOTerDinentt,  except  the  moat  abiolute  deipol- 
ima,  and  in  oura  more  than  in  an;  other,  queitioni  of 
power  and  of  conttitutional  authority  will  aritei  and  up- 
on them  the  mindi  of  men  will  difier.  Whatthenr  Shall 
We  hare  no  i^emment — no  conttitutlon?  Shall  we 
break  away  from  our  mooringa,  to  embark  i^n  upon 
tte  great  ocean  of  untried  experiment^  What  tranquil 
baTen  inritei  ui  to  iu  ihelterr  "  Better  to  bear  the  ilh 
we  hare,"  than  to  aeek  a  remedy  in  the  dark  chaoi  of 
dilunioa.  All  ttiatory  admoniahea  at  of  itt  deplarable 
reiulla.  Paction,  commotion,  diicord,  civil  war:  bow 
Inre  they  not  written  awful  letwmt,  ai  intcripliona  upon 
the  tombttonea  of  nation*!  Doeait  not  become  ut,  then, 
the  South  w  well  ai  the  North,  the  Eatt  no  ten  thin  the 
Wett,  to  ttart  back  from  this  yawning  and  fatbomlesa 
abyuof  ditunion,  whole  depth*  no  humaneyecan  reach, 
and  ^m  which  the  groani  of  buried  empim  i«nd  beck 
fearful  warning!  God  grant  that  we  may  not  blindly, 
madly,  raibly,  plunge  in,  to  eiplore  fo^  ourceire*  the 
dirk  recewei  of  itt  dreary  ciTcmil 

When  Mr.  Btaki  had  concluded, 

Mr.  CHAHBBR9,  of  Pennsylnnia,  obtained  Ae  floor, 
and  ezpreawd  a  desire  to  iddren  the  committee  on  the 
mbjectibut  at  the  Hotuehid,  he  laid,  liitened  fonome 
houn,  with  great  interert,  to  the  very  able  remarki  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Maine,  and  a*  the  hour  of  meelinK 
-wovld  to-morrow  be  earlier  than  heretofore,  he  moved 
that  the  committee  now  rite. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  tbe  coimmiltee  then  tfleei 

On  motion,  the  Houae  adjourned. 

WiDnaniT,  Miaca  16. 
CONTBBTBD  ELRCTION. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  niapend  tbe  rule*  for  thii  day, 
after  the  hour  of  one  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  conBideration  of  the  conteated  election  from 
Hortli  Caronna,  (it  being  the  first  buiiness  in  order  until 
that  hour.) 

On  IhU  motion  Mr.  PATTERSON  aiked  for  the  yeat 
and  niyi)  which  were  ordered;  Teat  133,  nays  66, 

So  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  purpoie 
indiuled,  was  decided  in  tlie  negative,  two  thirds  being 
neceinry. 

AWARDS  UNDER  TREATT  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  rule  wai  impended,  on  motion  of  Hr.  INGER- 
SOLL,  for  the  purpose  of  coniidering  a  motion  hereto- 
fore  ofiered  by  Mr.  Hiton,  of  Virginia,  ai  followit 

Rttoleei,  That  five  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed 
of  the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  answer 
lo  a  call  of  tbii  House,  on  Ibe  decreet  of  tbe  comroia- 


Honera  appnnted  onder  the  treaty  of  indemniijr  with 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  was  compelled  reluctantly  la 
capote  theretolution.  The  awards  of  ibe  commuiioner* 
under  the  French  treaty  were  for  the  benefit  of  indt- 
vidualt,  and  they  might  with  eqna)  propriety  print  an 
extra  number  of  tl>e  reporti  of  the  commisiioners  upoa 
private  land  eliima,  or  the  deciiioni  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court.  He  had  not  looked  into  the  docament*^  and  liad 
no  idea  of  the  expense  to  which  they  might  be  subject- 
ed by  printing  the  proposed  idtntional  number  of 
copies.  It  mi^t,  for  aught  they  knew,  require  as  great 
sn  expenditure  ai  nme  of  the  booki  aulhoriaed  to  b* 
printed  heretofore  by  Clark  &  Force,  or  Galea  Sc  Sraton. 
It  might  poeilbly  coit  thouiandi  of  dollar*;  and,  under 
the  circumstancei,  be  hoped  the  reaolution  would  not 

Hr.  JOHN  Y.  MASON  laid  the  gentleman  from  Ten> 
neisee  had  mistaken  the  character  of  the  document. 
The  docunwnl  intended  to  be  printed  wu  a  litt  of  lb* 
'name*  of  the  individuil  claimints,  with  the  ataount  of 
money*  awarded  lo  each)  and  he  believed  Ibe  number 
af  individuals  did  not  exceed  three  hundred  and  riity. 
Bui  there  was  another  and  a  much  more  important 
object  to  be  attained  by  the  publication  of  the  docn- 
ment)  which  was,  thai  in  the  n^liation  which  pre- 
ceded the  adoption  of  the  convention  of  July,  1S3I,  the 
principle!  opon  which  the  indemniflcation  was  to  be  at- 
eerlained  were  considered  u  unsettled,  both  tbrougb- 
out  France  and  in  this  country.  Thai  Ibe  grealett  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  had  exiited  on  the  lubieett  and  that, 
up  to  the  Ittt  moment,  it  had  been  conddered  that  the 
Freneh  Qovemment  had  been  overreached.  Tbe  greet 
object  of  having  the  present  document  published  wa* 
to  show  in  a  compendious  form,  that  after  culling  down 
the  American  claims  by  striking  off  every  doubtml  one, 
still  they  exceeded  the  amount  stipulated  for  in  the  con- 
vention. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  publicition  of  di« 
document  would  hive  a  moil  salutary  influence,  not 
only  in  our  own  country,  but  abroad.  It  ihowed  that 
the  claims  were  just,  and  lo  a  greater  extent  than  stipu- 
lated far  in  the  convention,  and  therefore  ought  to  b* 
satisfactory.  The  great  object  of  the  re«i1ution  wai  lo 
disteminate  a  most  valuable  document  in  relation  to  the 
treaty  wilh  France.  So  far  ai  Mr.  M.  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  believe  he  had  a  consiitucnt  interested  in  the 
claim*)  but  he  thought  the  document  one  of  great  pubKc 
imporUnce,  and  in  that  view  had  offered  the  reiolution. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  it  wai  the  policy  of 
the  Government  lo  give  important  inforiDation,  like  the 
present,  to  the  people.  It  was  vastly  trnporlint  that 
their  constituents  ihould  hsve  all  the  inrormatlon  on  such 
subjects  which  could  be  given  them.  He  did  not  know 
the  siie  of  the  work,  but  be  understood  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer  to  the  Houve,  and  in  type)  Ihere- 
fore,  that  wu  the  time  to  have  it  printed.  I'he  present 
wit  a  milter  of  deep  national  interest.  It  was  highly 
important  that  the  principles  on  which  the  convention 
was  biied  ibould  be  made  known.  He  therefare  hoped 
the  motion  lo  print  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEG  nid,  although  he  trusted  that  the 
argament  of  the  genlletnin  from  Virginia  would  be 
conclusive  with  a  majority  of  the  Houie,  in  favor  of 
printing  J.OOO  extra  copie*  of  this  important  document, 
he  would  give  some  minor  'reasons  for  the  measure, 
beside*  the  great  motive  of  correcting  the  error*  of 
Europe,  and  the  errors  of  America,  in  reUtion  to  lh« 
amount  of  the  spoliations,  which  thi*  document  wu  to 
well  calculated  to  do.  II  was  due  to  the  claimants  tint 
they  inform  them  of  the  amount  of  the  dividend  they 
might  expect.  Forthirtyj'eiratheie  sufferers  hid  been 
deprived  of  their  property.  New  generation*  hid 
grown  up;  children  and  grandchildren,  and  very  iged 
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penoiu,  ware  the  redpienti  of  tbcM  awftrdi.  In  manj 
euei,  it  wu  tbeir  wle  dependencei  and,  uull  m  it  nu^ht 
be,  thcf  DDght  to  be  infonned  of  tbe  amount  prompUf. 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  remirked  tbat,  if  the  motion  pre. 
vailed,  they  would  next  be  aiked  to  print  Urge  numben 
of  the  awtfd*  of  (he  coinmiuioncra  under  the  Neapoli- 
tan, Spaniib,  and  ran'oui  other  trealin,  and  alio  the 
adjudicationa  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  woutd  be  Juit 
•a  proper  to  publiib  them  in  one  caie  a*  tbc  other. 
Thii  would  subject  them  to  convderable  szpenie,  which 
he  deemed  wbolly  unncceaury.  If  the  document  in 
relation  to  the  awardg  under  the  French  treaty  waa  of  ao 
much  importance,  it  would  probably  be  publiahed  In 
the  Globe,  which  would  answer  the  porpoK  of  gentir 
men,  and  lave  the  expense  of  printing  additional  copii 
fay  the  Houie.  At  any  rate,  he  could  aee  no  profiriety 
in  publiahini^  five  ihouaand  extra  copiei,  when  tbey  had 
been  informed  that  only  three  hundred  and  aiity  peraoni 
wera  person  ally  i^te^e*ted  in  the  decisiona. 

Mr.  RGNCHER  understood  that  this  document  had 
not  been  laid  on  their  tablea,  and  consequently  they 
were  not  abletojudgn  of  its  importance.  He  therefore 
moved  to  postpone  (be  consideration  of  the  resolution 
until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MERGER  hoped  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
would  not  prevail,  and  that  the  reaohition  would  be 
adopted. 

The  motion  to  postpone  ww  then  negatived,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived, 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHRPARD  ««ain  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  thia  day,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the 
consideration  of  tlie  subject  of  the  contested  election 
from  North  Carolina. 

The  motion  waa  nrgatived:  Ayes  106,  noes  S7 — two 
thirds  being  neceiaary. 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

Un  motion  of  Hr.  CAHRREL&NQ,  the  Houw,  pur- 
■uant  to  the  special  order  of  the  36lh  January,  then 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Btate  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Him»  in  the  chair,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  Mrviee  for  tbe  year  1836. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bili.  to 
reduce  tne  item  for  the  improvement  and  necessary  re- 
pair) of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
ODC  half,  viz;  from  «67,000  to  «33,S00. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  roM  and  addretted  the  Chair  aa 
foMowi: 

Hr.  Churman:  The  bill  now  befi<f«  the  committee  is 
one  containing  not  only  appropriation!  for  the  ordinary 
expense*  of  the  navy,  but  for  purpones  having  relation 
to  a  propoaed  improvement  and  increase  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States. 

The  itenM  in  the  bill  which  have  been  discuated  and 
•re  Btill  tbe  subject  of  discussion  are  those  making  ap- 
propriations for  improrements  and  necesssry  repairs  in 
the  Kven  navy  yards  already  eatabliabed.  These  im- 
provenxnts  are  permanent  onca,  having  reference  to  an 
increase  of  our  naval  forcei  and  the  amendment  propo- 
sed by  tbe  honorable  member  from  Tenneiwe  [Hr. 
Batt]  i*  to  reduce  the  propoaed  appropriations  one  half 
for  these  objects)  and  the  caie  of  Portamoutb,  to  uhich 
it  is  propoaed  to  appropriate  #67,000,  wai  selected,  aa  I 
undenlood  the  mover,  frnm  iis  being  first  named  in  the 
bill.  The  committee  will  coniider  the  subject  not  in 
reference  to  Portsmouth  only,  but,  to  a  certain  extent, 
tn  reference  to  all. 

The  considerations  that  will  influence  my  votea  in  ref- 
erence to  this  claiB  of  appropriations,  as  well  as  othera 
in  thia  bill,  are  ai  to  the  policy  and  legislation  of  the 
Government  in  relation  to  our  naval  armament.  If  that 
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and  completion  of  those  navy  yards  which  are  necessary 
to  the  preservation  of  materials,  and  to  the  building, 
equipping,  repairing,  and  preserving,  our  national  vea- 
sela.  If  we  build  and  maintain  more  veasels,  we  must 
have,  as  incidental,  the  neceieary  navy  yards,  docks, 
sheds,  be. 

The  great  question  that  preaenla  itaelf,  in  relation  to 
many  provisions  in  thia  bill,  it,  is  it  the  policy  and  duty 
ofCongreu  at  thia  time  to  provide  for  an  increase  of  our 
naval  power^  I  am  decidedly  for  that  increaae,  not  as  a 
war  meaaure,  but  a  measure  of  peace.  The  war  cloud 
that  was  suspended  for  some  time  over  this  nation  and  ^ 
Franca  is  dispelledi  there  remains  of  it  no  longer  even 
*'  the  size  of  a  man's  hand"  to  be  seen  on  our  horiion. 
I  had  not,  air,  any  apprehensions  of  that  war,  for  thera 
was  no  cause  for  wart  and  I  could  not  (uppoae  that  the 
French  IJovemmenI  or  people  were  dispoaed  to  engage 
in  a  war  with  ua,  and  could  not  allow  myself  to  think 
that  those  who  were  in  poiaeaiion  of  tbe  powers  of  this 
Government  would  assume  the  awful  responsibility  of  in- 
volving this  nntion  in  ail  the  calamities  of  war,  for  cause* 
so  frivolous  and  ridiculous  aa  lho«e  which  occupied  the 
attention  and  filled  the  correspondenceofiiur  diplomatic 
agents  for  the  last  year.  It  has  all  passed  off,  and  we  are 
called  on  to  legislate  now  in  reference  to  our  exi*tingre> 
laiiona  of  peace.  In  that  relation,  wliat  ought  to  be  our 
naval  armamentF  It  ia  important  that  it  ought  to  have  a 
rank  and  character  adapted  to  the  power,  resources,  and 
widely  eztendedcommerceof  this  nation,  and  that  would 
correspond,  in  aome  degree,  with  the  naval  armamenta 
of  other  commercial  nations.  The  ships  of  tbe  United 
State*  now  whiten  every  *ea,  and  are  to  be  found  in  every 
port  or  harbor  where  there  are  men,  money,  and  trade. 
In  ihe  northern  and  soul  hem  ocean*,  it  may  well  beaaid 
that  "ilabome  is  on  tbe  deepi"  where  our  hardy  navt- 
gatars  and  seamen  dwell  for  months,  on  tlie  same  ocean, 
taking  from  its  waters  a  rich  harvest  of  fish  and  oil  to  re- 
pay tbem  For  their  much  (oil  and  many  d>ngeri. 

Great  as  has  been  our  growth  in  population  and  power, 
as  a  nation,  C*nd,  as  sucli,  it  is  unprecedented  in  the  bia- 
lory  of  nations,)  yet  it  is  exceeded  by  our  increase  in 
commercial  prosperity. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  in  1790, 
ourpopulation  was  3,939,338{  at  this  lime  probably  about 
15,000,000,  being  not  quite  fourfold-  The  whole  im. 
ports  of  the  country,  In  1790,  were  but  (33,000,000) 
whilst  for  1835,  according  to  returns  and  esilmatea  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  they  are  »ISl,030,3flB,  being 
nearly  sevenfold.  The  exports  for  the  year  1790  were 
«20,30S,lS6i  for  1B35,  the  exporU  reported  are 
tnS.95S,335,  being  nearly  sixfold. 

A  trade  of  such  magnitude,  with  its  Innumerable  ships 
longing  to  our  citizens,  and  having  connexiona  and  in- 
ilvlng  intereata  of  value  beyond  all  calculation  and  es. 
timale,  is  entitled  to  the  protecting  care  of  the  Gavern- 
and  that  protection  is  to  be  found  in  a  naval  ar- 
it  that  will  pervade  every  sei,  and  occasionally 
taclf  on  foreign  stations,  and  in  the  ports  of  our 
friends  and  commer<»al  rivals.  A  few  national  veaae]* 
isiting  foreign  seas  and  ports  will  do  more  fur  the  pro- 
:ction  of  our  commerce  and  seamen,  and  elevate  our 
national  character  and  power  in  the  estimation  of  • 
trading  community  every  where,  "than  miniitera  or 
charges"  at  every  foreign  Ouvernment,  great  or  small, 
ind  commercial  agents  at  every  port.  Foreign  Oovem- 
nents  have  their  intercourse  with  us  through  our  mini)- 
eri  or  commercliit  agentsi  but  the  trading  community, 
which  our  citizens  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation 
It  in  port,  or  encounter  on  the  high  seas,  will 
know  and  respect  us  chiefly  by  knowing  that  we  have 
national  ships  afloat  capable  of  protecting  our  trade,  and 
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thtt  will  proteet  it,  and  oar  tMhrln;  citizera,  agaimt 
depredation!  or  etptarc.  It  it  ihi*  extended  comincrce 
which  ire  now  enjoy  thit  conitituteB  >  greil  iiource  of 
nationil  wealth  in  creating  it  for  individuila.  It  ii  that 
Vhich  continually  addi  to,  and  girei  employment  to, 
American  capital,  (kill,  labor,  and  enterpriaei  find*  a 
aitiltet  for,  and  Iraniporta  to  it,  our  agricultural  pro- 
ductif  and  bring*  to  us,  in  return,  irtlclei  of  ate  and 
enjoyment  Tram  oiher  ctimatia  and  marlieti.  It  !«  the 
tame  navigating  intereat,  along  with  our  cotiting  trade, 
that  formi  (he  fcr'at  nuraery  Tor  American  leameni  and 
h  ii  thit  extended  and  increatingcoramerce  that  hat  Blled 
onr  national  Treaaury  with  revenue,  more  thin  neeet- 
•ary  to  ditcharge  a  war  debt,  and  provide  for  the  reaaon- 
able  expenditure!  of  the  Government,  without  being  felt 
by  the  people. 

Without  a  navy,  our  cotnineroe  knd  veatela  would  be 
Continually  eipoied  to  piratical  cruiten.  Thete  rob- 
bera  and  nurderrn  of  the  ocean  regard  neither  liw  nor 
tight|  they  are  outlaw*  on  (hit  great  highway,  who  wilt 
capture  our  veaieli  and  destroy  lifiE  whenever  they  have 
the  opportunity  to  do  it  with  impunity.  They  are  only 
retlnined  by  tiieir  feara,  and  thote  fear*  are  only  exoi* 
ted  and  operated  on  by  the  appearance  of  armed  nation- 
al veaseli  in  thoae  leai  which  they  infeat.  We  well 
know  that  piratical  cruiaera,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Qovernments  of  the  Sarbary  Fowera  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, were  not  reatralned  in  timet  paal  from  depredationi 
on  our  commerce  by  treaties  or  remonitrancei  even 
tribute  did  not  aecurc  from  tbem  promiaed  protection, 
either  to  our  citizetu  or  their  properly,  in  that  tea.  It 
wat  not  until  our  national  thipa  were  exhibited  before 
their  porli,  and  their  guns  heard  and  felt,  at  evidence  of 
our  power  and  ability  to  protect  our  trade  and  citizens, 
and  of  our  ditpothion  to  do  il,  that  our  rightt  hive  been 
respected.  It  it  the  maintenance  of  a  naval  armament 
alone,  by  commereial  nation*,  that  even  at  ihi*  day  tup- 
preate*  piracy. 

The  necessity  ofa  naval  power,  proportioned  to  the 
«  and  trade  of  a  nation,  is  attested  by  the  ex- 


any  rank  in  the  scale  of  nations.     The  naval  powi 
the  following  GoTernmenta  is  reported  lor  the  year  1835, 


Ship*  Bloosa  *     Sie 
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Ptanct,  39  fil  313  10  333 

Buaai,  32  9S  107  4  lea 

Oltoinan  Empire,         19  24  80  -  132 

Holland,  12  33  £«  -t  103 

SiredeD  A  Norway.     10  II  23B  ~  ag] 

AnalHi,  3  a  fil  .  79 

Doiled  Stalei,  7  10  24  -  4i 

The  number  of  Briliih  national  thipt,  of  all  tiiei,  in 
commiaiion  in  January,  1835,  was  183.  France  hat  ael- 
dnm  more  than  40  of  her  national  ahipa  in  commitsiont 
,  (48th  vol,  NIles'sRegiiter,  p.  44,)  though,  aa  I  will  here- 
after show,  the  has  a  large  naval  power  that  might  very 
Boon  be  prepared  for  aervice. 

Whilst  the  United  Sutes  are  the  second  commercial 
nation  in  the  world,  yel,  aa  a  naval  Power,  we  rank  only 
at  the  teTcnlh.  If  all  other  naliona  of  great  or  even  liio- 
ited  commercial  character,  though  encumbered  with  a 
heavy  national  debt,  and  crippled  in  their  reaourcet  and 
rtvenue  for  the  expenditures  of  their  Oovemments, 
have,  in  the  course  of  their  experience,  found  il  necea. 
laiy  for  their  intereslsandaecurllylo  maintain  lueh  naval 
arroamenta,  then,  sir,  we  lire  wanting  in  duty  to  our 
national  character,  and  lo  our  extended  an<l  growing 
commerce,  tn  not  adding  lo  the  atrsngtii  and  efficiency 
of  our  navy. 

A  navy  is  the  safest,  the  cheapest,  and  most  efficient 
ncan*  of  national  defence  In  war,  whentrer  itsball  be 


r  misfortune  to  be  Ineoleed  ii 


which  thia  nation  ia  and  will  be  eipoeed,  from  foreign 
nationa,  are  maritime  wrongsi  and.they  muti  be  prevent- 
ed and  repelled  by  a  maritime  force.  To  the  United 
Statea  thia  description  of  force  I*  essential — it  it  india- 
pentable)  inasmuch  aa  our  enemies,  if  they  attempt  to 
assail  ut,  or  invade  oar  lerritoriet,  must  approach  ut  by 
the  ocean.  Wlttwut  a  navy  of  proportioned  number* 
and  strength,  we  run  the  risk  of  having  our  ahipi  captu- 
~  d,  our  commerce  annihilated,  oor  hirbot*  blockaded, 

d  our  cities  pillaged. 

With  a  naval  armament,  our  enemy  may  be  met  and 
dracomHted  on  the  ocean,  before  he  reachea  our  tboreat 
the  war  may  be  transferred  to  his  own  territory,  and  hia 
commerce  and  shipping  will  be  subjected  to  our  capltire, 
or  ao  much  exposed  aa  to  compel  him  to  withdraw  his 
naval  force  from  eurcoait  for  their  protection.  A  naval 
force  can  be  used  for  the  protection  of  our  citiea  on  our 
whole  maritime  frontiert  it  can  be  ahiRed  from  place  to 
place,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  wari  concentra- 
ted or  divided,  *■  circumaianees  may  require.  A  naval 
armament  hat  an  advantage  over  permanent  fortificallan* 
in  (h!i:  (hat  miatakea  are  and  may  be  made  in  tbc  aelection 
of  suitable  sites  fur  ibrtificationi,  and  in  iheform  of  their 
conitruclioni  thi*  occasion*  not  only  a  positive  lota  to  the 
nation,  in  tbc  coat  of  that  oonitruction,  but  also  affords  to 
our  enemy  an  opportunity  lo  annoy  and  divide  ourtroopai 
and,  if  luch  foriiGcatlona  are  not  defended  by  an  ade- 
qitile  force,  they  are  liable  to  capture,  and  may  become 
a  aheller  for  the  protection  of  that  enemy.  In  the  building 
tndequipmentof  a  thip  of  war,  under  the  direction  of 
our  Navy  Commissioners,  with  the  skill  and  experienee  of 
American  builders,  there  ia  no  miatafcei  ahe  is  a  model  of 
her  kind,  and,  if  not  required  for  aervice  at  one  place, 
■he  can  perform  her  part  of  defence  or  atlaekany  where 
tipon  the  watert  that  will  float  her.  Another  advantage 
or  an  efBcient  Mval  power  in  war,  over  permanent  coatt 
or  inland  fortiBcationt,  is,  that  it  will  afTonl  such  protec- 
tion to  our  comtnerce  that,  notwithstanding  war,  we 
can  carry  on  our  Importa  and  export*  to  an  extent  that 
will  not  only  finA  a  market  for  our  agricultural  producta 
to  a  conaiderable  amount,  but  lupply  our  citiieni  with 
thote  foreign  commodl lies  which  enter  into  the  consump- 
tion of  a  large  portion  of  our  population,  *nd  which  habit 
haamadealmoit  the  necelaariei  of  family  subsistence.  The 
naval  power  of  England  haa  afTorded  tuch  protection 
to  her  cnmmerce  that,  in  the  late  war  with  Prance,  her 
powerful  maritime  enemy,  the  prices  oTimported  anicica 
are  said  to  btve  been  varied  but  little  in  her  markeU 
during  that  war<  her  eitiieni  enjoyed  (he  use  of  thoae 
groceries  and  other  coromoditiet  that  were  foreign  to  theii 
aoiland  climate,  at  a  cost  little  above  what  they  were  ac- 
customed to  pay  in  seaiona  of  peace. 

Whilst  the  citizens  are  Ihui  enabled  to  pursue  their 
trade  and  commerce,  even  with  aom«  limila,  under  thia 
protection,  the  Government  draws  from  ita  custORia  on 
that  commerce  Ita  moat  convenient  revenue,  ao  easen- 
tlal  for  the  ways  and  means  of  prosecuting  that  war,  and 
aa  a  reiouree  very  deairable. 

What  were  the  experience,  loaaet,  and  suffering  of 
Ihii  nation.  In  its  last  war  with  England,  in  theae  par- 
ticulart,  for  want  of*  naval  armament?  No  tooner  bad 
the  enemy  blockaded  our  harbor*,  than  bolh  foreign 
and  domestic  commerce  were  reduced  at  once  to  the 
mott  deplorable  condition,  producing,  in  it*  conae- 
quences,  the  failure  and  ruin  of  thoutanda  of  our  most 
enterprising  merchants,  and  many  othera  whoae  occu- 
pations and  buaineta  were,  in  any  way,  connected  vriih 
or  dependent  on  commerce.  The  planter  and  fartner 
were  deprived  of  a  market  for  their  agricultural  pro- 
ducts, which  were  allowed  to  watte  on  their  banda,  er 
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be  1^  tl  t  price  reduced  in  conteqnence  of  the  limited 
demand,  and  the  kkkI  b>»rd  of  tny  ezportitian. 
The  nipplf  of  foreign  artidei,  which  the  htbits  of  our 
citixeM  had  mide  apart  of  their  family  neceuarie*,  wu 
either  cut  off,  or  tbeir  pricei  to  exorbiiant  a*  to  amount 
lo  a  denial  of  their  u(e  to  all  but  the  affluent. 

The  coaitlng;  trade — that  nuraery  for  American  ae*' 
~aen,  aod  matt  important  branch  of  our  trade  and  navi- 
gation— was  deatroyed.  The  Northern  and  Southern 
State*  could  not  exohange  Ibetr  agricultural  or  manU' 
factoring  product!,  except  through  a  land  carriage, 
which  enhanced  the  price  of  ever*  thing  more  than 
twofold. 

Our  ezporti,  which  were  in  Iflll,  the  year  before  the 
war,  «61,31E^ 833,  were  reduced  in  leuto  but  «6,937,144i 
and  our  importi,  which,  in  1311,  .were  #53,400,000, 
were  reduced  aln  by  the  war,  in  1814,  to  |1S,965,000. 
The  revenue  from  euatoma  wai,  from  Ihla  diminished 
trade,  reduced  almoit  tu  nothing.  Had  our  commerec 
been  protected  by  a  naral  armament  porporlioned  lo 
our  rsaourcn,  iiiide,  and  esterwve  maritime  frontier, 
and  that  would  have  raiaed  the  blockade  of  aome  of  our 
porta,  our  trade  and  commerce  would  have  been  aop- 
ported  to  an  extent  that  would  not  only  have  accammo- 
dited  and  enriched  our  citiietu,  but  atForded  to  the 
Corernntent  a  revenue  (arialng  from  the  inereaaeortrade) 
that  would  have  more  than  aupported  the  expense  of 
the  natal  armamenL  The  meina  of  national  defence  of 
thit  character  provides  for  ita  ovn  lupport,  by  protect' 
ing  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  and  advancing  the 
revenue  for  the  aupport  of  tiovernment.  An  efficient 
navy  will  beourgreat  security  and  atrong  arm  of  national 
derenoe,  not  only  in  war,  when  unavoidable,  but  it  will 
have  a  powerful  influence  to  prevent  war.  Our  foreign 
enemies  know  that  we  are  to  be  aaaailed  through  our 
Hoaritime  frontier,  and  by  a  mantime  force.  To  main- 
l»n  such  a  force  on  our  eoaat  will  be,  to  Ibat  enemy, 
haaapdoua  and  expensive  in  the  extreme,  if  thia  Gov- 
ernment should  be  posseased  of  a  navy  of  any  efficiency 
to  assail  it.  To  annoy  this  nation,  if  we  maintain  an  effi- 
cient navy,  would  require  an  enemy  lo  have  on  our  coast 
a  navy  double  that  of  our  Government.  Tbe  cost  and 
equipment  of  «ucb  a  navy,  and  the  difticulliea  ki  main- 
taining it  on  our  extended  coast,  will  deter  most  nationa 
from  embarking  readily  in  war  with  ui,  or  in  doing  ua 
wrong.  But  without  an  efflcient  navy,  our  extended 
ukaritiroe  frontier  and  our  extended  commerce  would 
invite  the  attacks,  depredations,  and  war,  of  nations  who 
imybeourrivaUintnde,  or  who  are  jealous  of  our  pros- 
perity, and  the  aucceis  and  influence  of  our  republican 
institutions,  and  with  whom  (he  power  will  be  the  right. 

The  period  to  which  we  can  refer  with  tbe  most  con- 
fidence for  leuons  from  our  own  experience.  In  relation 
to  this  important  nstional  subject,  ia  the  laat  war  with 
England.  So  small  was  our  navy  at  that  eventful  period, 
that  many  a  cautious  statesman  questioned  the  propriety 
of  exposing  it,  out  of  our  own  wsters,  to  be  captured 
by  aur  powerful  enemr.  It  i*  unnecessary  for  me  to 
detain  the  committee  with  any  history  of  its  many  gallant 
victories  and  efficient  aervicei  it  ia  a  part  of  the  history 
of  the  nation  and  of  the  times.  It  fought  itself  into 
national  favor,  and  brought  into  our  porta  the  captured 
ships  of  the  enemy,  as  tbe  trophies  of  its  service  and 

KlUnliy;  and  the  glory  then  ac<)uired  has  never  aince 
en  tarni^ed.  Our  navy  entered  that  war  with  a  force, 
exclusive  of  gunboats,  that  carried  lest  tlisn  450  guns* 
and  for  the  141  guntwh'ich  wen  captured  by  the  anemy, 
it  laptured  from  the  same  enemy  455  gunai  thus  taking 
from  th*  enemy  more  than  its  original  amount  of  guna, 
and  more  than  three  guns  for  every  one  it  lost.  For  so 
limited  a  navy,  here  was  evidence  of  efficient  servicet 
and  by  such  heroic  atkbiavcments  its  officers  and  crews 
gained  for  the  AmerlciB  navj  impenahable  honon. 


Had  we  poesessed  during  the  laat  wsr  a  navy  adapted 
to  our  power,  commerce,  and  expoaed  frontier,  w« 
would  have  escaped  much  of  the  evila  and  lacrifices  of 
that  war.  With  its  protection,  we  ahould  have  enjoyed 
■  considerable  portion  of  our  trade — a  aource  of  employ- 
ment and  profit  to  some  classes  of  citizens)  of  accoA- 
modalicn  and  comfort  to  others,  and  of  general  benefit 
to  our  ciliiensi  whikt  the  Qovernment  would  have  de- 
rived a  revenue  from  its  customs  that  would  have  more 
than  sustained  tbe  whole  coat  of  that  naval  armament, 
without  inconvenience  to  our  citizen*,  ff  we  had  pa«- 
teased  such  a  navy,  our  coasta  would  not  have  been 
ravaged,  our  harbors  blockaded,  our  towns  pillagad, 
snd  our  cilixena  haraased  by  calls  to  defend  our  sliore* 
and  cities,  with  sacrifices  of  health  and  life,  and  at  an 
immense  cost  to  the  nation. 

If  tbe  navy  of  thIa  Government  had  then  been  of  suf- 
ficient force,  the  ChcMpeake  bay  would  not  have  ra> 
mained  during  that  war  ao  long  in  the  poasestlon  of  the, 
enemy,  or  the  Capitol  of  tbe  nation,  and  the  ground  on 
which  we  now  stand,  have  been  defiled  by  the  footsteps 
and  conflagration  of  the  enemy,  whose  comtnandinf^  of- 
ficers, for  a  snaon.  cliiragudcd  the  lawa  of  civilised 
war&re,  and,  by  acts  characteristic  of  Vandal  and  sav- 
age warfare,  applied  the  firebrand  to  the  halla  of  legisla> 
tion  and  juatice,  and  conaigiied  to  the  flunea  tbe  lihrarjr 
of  the  nation,  as  well  as  the  archive*  of  its  legialaiion. 

Those  who  were  in  the  administration  of  the  Govern* 
ment  during  that  war,  and  after  it,  testified  their  regard 
and  high  estimation  of  this  branch  of  the  national  arma- 
menti  and  so  strong  were  tbe  conviction*  of  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  adequately  for  it,  that  tbe  attention 
of  Government  was  repeatedly  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment and  increase  of  the  navy. 

A  committee  of  tbe  Senate,  on  Naval  ARalrs,  Novem- 
ber 38,  1814,  reported: 

"  That  your  committee  assume  it  ss  a  policy  now  set- 
tled, that  the  United  States  are  to  have  a  permanent  na- 
val eatabliahment,  whioh  ia  toba  gradually  increased,  so- 
cording  to  circumstances,  and  as  the  ability  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  permit.  Your  committee  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  go  into  a  course  of  reasoning  to  support  th« 
soundness  of  this  policy,  snd  to  eatablisb  (what  is  now 
generally  conceded)  thst  a  navy  is  the  most  appropristra 
the  most  efficient,  andtheleatlexpensiTe,  defence  of  this 
country." 

The  committee  of  the  House,  in  their  report  In  rela> 
tion  to  a  Navy  Board,  January,  1815,  report: 

"  That  tbe  experience  of  Ihla  war  has  already  aatisfied 
the  most  scrupulous  of  the  ability  of  this  country  lo  cre- 
ate  and  equip  anaval  force,  competent  not  only  tothede. 
fence  of  our  extensive  maritime  frontier,  but  also  for  the 
great  annoyance  oft  foreign  enemy)  and  that  aucha  force 
isnowequallydeniandedby  every  section  of  our  country, 
at  indispensable  for  its  security.  The  committee  hive 
likewise  deemed  it  unnecenary  lo  go  into  an  ailment 
to  show  the  propriety  of  bestowing  upon  thia  branch  of 
our  national  force  that  measure  of  increase  and  support 
which  ita  brilliant  exploits  on  the  ocean  snd  on  the  takes, 
and  its  efficiency  in  annoying  the  trade  of  theenemy  du- 
ring this  war,  under  all  tbe  abuses  lo  which  it  has  been 
exposed,   has   shown   ahould   only  be   limited  to    our 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  February  38,  1815,  in  his 
letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  in  relation 
to  the  reduction  of  the  navy,  remarks: 

"  The  destinies  of  this  nation  appear  to  he  intimately 
connected  with  her  maritime  power  and  proaperiiyi  and 
as  the  creation  of  a  navy  is  not  a  work  lo  be  quickly  per- 
formed, it  seems  necetsary  not  only  to  cherish  our  exist- 
ing resources,  but  lo  augment  them  gradually  and  atsad- 
ily." 

"  The  annual  construction  of  at  leut  one  seventy-four 
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*nd  lw«  frigitM  ti  recommended  upon  prinetplei  of  econ- 
omy u  TeR  u  of  policy." 

The  8eeret*ry  of  the  Navy,  in  bii  report  of  Decem- 
ber. 1815,  BtalettlMt: 

'  •■  The  imporlince  ofk  permanent  nft*>l  eatabliihment 
■ppein  to  be  unctioned  by  the  Tcnce  of  the  lulion." 

"The  commerce  of  the  United  Stiles,  increaiingwilb 
the  reiDurceasndpopuUtion  of  the  country,  will  require 
■  commeniurBle  protection,  which  a  navy  done  can  af- 
ibrdi  and  the  experience  derived  from  the  actire  and 
vi^roua  employment  of  a  limited  navy  durinf  the  late 
wif  baa  demonitrated  ita  efficient  utility." 
.  Freiident  Hadiaon,  under  whoae  idminiitnition  that 
war  had  been  declared  and  conducted,  in  hii  annual  me*- 
•age  of  December  5,  1815,  thua  cxprenea  himielf  in 
relation  to  the  navy: 

"The  ^gnal  aervicea  which  haTc  been  rendered  by 
our  navy,  and  the  capacitiei  it  haa  developed  for  aucceaa- 
fu\  co-operation  in  the  national  defence,  wilE  gl*e  to  that 
portion  of  the  public  force  ila  full  value  in  the  eyei  of 
Congt-eaa,  at  an  epoch  which  calli  for  the  constant  vigil- 
\net  of  all  Government).  To  preserve  the  ahipa  now 
in  ■  sound  itate,  to  complete  thou  nlMnty  eante mplated, 
to  provide  aniply  the  imperiahable  materiala  for  prompt 
augmenlationi,  and  to  improve  the  exiatlng  arrann- 
inenta  into  more  advantageoui  eatabliahments,  for  the 
conitruotion,  the  renaira,and  the  aecurity  of  veaaeli  of 
war,  ia  dictated  by  the  aoundeat  policy." 

At  thia  lime,  whenauch  opinion)  ware  eipreaaed,  and 
the  attention  of  Conffreas  directed  lo  the  improvement 
and  Increiteof  our  navy,  ita  force  waa  more  proportioned 
to  our  natimal  power  Rid  commerce  than  at  preaent. 
From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy  of  January 
3,  1816,  it  appeari  that  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
Statei  coniiated  then  of  twenty-nine  ahipa,  twenty  brigs, 
three  kelcbea,  Kveuleen  schooner*,  three  doopa,  and 
two  Bteam  frigaleit  making  a  total  of  aeventy-four. 
Amongit  Iheae  ibips  were  five  ahlpa  of  the  line,  (two  of 
which  were  on  the  lakes,}  >ix  frijpites  of  the  tint  class, 
and  live  of  the  second  claas. 

At  present,  we  have  in  commlwion  one  ship  of  the 
line,  three  frigates  of  the  first  cista,  one  of  the  second 
claaa,  eight  aloopi  of  war,  Gve  achooners)  in  ordinary, 
five  ahipioflhe  hne,  five  ft-igaiea  of  the  Aral  cla«s  aeven 
•loop*  of  war,  diree  acboDneni  and  on  Ibe  ilocka,  five 
ahipa  of  the  line,  seven  frigate)  oflhe  first  class,  and  one 
of  the  accood  claaa. 


propriated  for  Ihe  gradual  increase  ofthe  navyi  and  (he 
Freiident  was  authorized  to  cauae  to  be  built  nine  ships 
of  the  line  of  acventy-four  gun),  (in  addition  to  three 

Ereviously  authoriEcd, )  and  alao  twelve  frigalei  of  forly- 
lur  ^s. 

Thii  Irgislition  and  appropriation  wai  made  at  a  time 
when  the  ration  waa  eratiarraiaed  with  a  national  debt 
of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
larsf  with  an  empty  Treasuryia  depreciated  paper  cur- 
rency) resources  so  limited  that  revenue  for  the  ordinary 
purpoaes  of  the  Government  and  the  maintenance  of 
Its  credit  could  not  be  railed  without  taxes  and  loansj 
]ret,  lir,  at  Ibis  peKod,  and  under  sueb  eiieumslances, 
waa  the  American  navy  refarded  as  au  object  deserving 
BO  much  of  public  illenlion  and  favor,  that  liberal  pro- 
vision waa  made  for  its  improvement  and  increaae,  by 
giving  it  a  force  and  power  it  never  before  hsJ,  and 
whlcli  ahould  corre)pond  with  the  power,  weatth,  and 
extended  commerce,  of  the  United  Slalea. 

Public  opinion  every  where  responded  to  Ihe  lenii- 
nent)  of  the  oRicers  of  the  Government  in  reUtion  to 


the  navy,  and  approbated  the  legiilation  that  provided 
for  its  inereaie.  This  continued  until  t  radical  spirit 
was  sxhiblted  in  this  bill  in  183U-'21,  under  profestions 
of  reform'which  were  not  carried  out,  but  wbid)  ae- 
lecled  for  their  attack  the  American  nav^.  Whilst  there 
was  occaaion  for  retrenchment  in  Ihe  civil  and  miscetla- 
neoui  expenditures  of  the  Government,  the«e  were 
passed  by  and  permitted  to  Inereaiei  and  the  leglsUlioM 
of  Congress,  uncalled  for,  as  I  believe,  by  public  opin- 
ion, was  applied  to  cut  off  the  one  half  of  the  annual  »jt- 
propriation  for  the  increase  of  Ihe  nary,  which,  by  an 
act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1^1,  waa  reduced  to  fire 
hundred  thousand  dollan  annually. 

The  economy  that  withholda  an  approprialion,  neees- 
uiry  to  national  character  and  defence,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection of  our  immense  commerce,  from  ■  desire  to  re- 
tain a  few  milliona  of  dollara  for  the  time  in  the  national 
Treasury,  ia  a  miataken  and  falae  economy,  and  unwor- 
thy of  the  foresight  and  expanded  views  of  stiteunen- 
To  save  a  comparatively  small  sum  for  tbe  lime,  it  ex- 
poses the  nation  to  incalculable  losses. 

The  unprecedented  period  of  peace  which  has  been, 
and  iayet,  enjoyed  between  the  great  Powers  of  Europe, 
■nd  in  which  we  have  abared,  haa  enabled  u>  lo  get 
along  in  our  intercourse  and  trade  with  foreign  nalion* 
without  coc6iet  or  depredations  on  our  commerce-  But 
there  la  no  knowing  how  soon  auch  peaceful  rela^onl  in 
Europe  may  be  diaturhed.  Already  there  are  indicaliona 
of  an  approaching  atom  there;  and,  when  it  doeacome, 
we  ought  not  lo  be  unprepared  in  thoM  measure*  of  na- 
tional proteclion  and  sicurily,  which  a  stale  of  war  be- 
tween other  great  commercial  nations  requires. 

Our  differeneea  with  the  French  Government  have 
awakened,  within  the  last  year,  Ihe  altenlion  of  this  Gov. 
ernment  and  the  American  people  to  the  condition  of 
our  defences.  Not  only  haa  the  attention  of  Ibe  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  been  directed  recently  to  the  con- 
dition of  our  navy,  fotiificationa,  and  marilime  frontier) 
but  thia  condition,  from  the  interest  created  by  our  dif- 
ficulties and  negolialions  with  Ibe  French  Government, 
and  the  publicity  of  their  discussion,  ha)  probably  be- 
come known  to  foreign  Government).  Such  ai  it  ia,  we 
may  now  apeak  of,  without  any  concealment  or  diaguise. 
That  condition  ia  a  defenceless  one,  and  tolallj  unwor- 
thy of  a  vigilant  Qovemmeni,  and  of  Ihe  power  and  re- 
sources of  Ibe  nation;  fori ifi cations,  on  which  large  luma 
have  been  expended  in  pirliil  coiistruclion,  and  Which 
were,  year)  since,  deemed  of  primary  importance,  are 
nolyet  completed,  and,  where  they  are  constructed,  they 
are.  without  the  necesury  armament)  lo  make  them 
available  immediately  for  the  public  aervice  and  defence) 
and  our  limited  navy  would  be  totally  inadequate  lo  af- 
ford protection  to  our  commerce,  or  be  efficient  in  the 
defence*  of  the  counlry  agunst  a  foreirn  enemy.  Ai  a 
war  with  France  wis  recently  a  poaaiMe  event,  and,  in 
Ihe  appreheniiOn  of  many,  a  probable  one,  it  may  be 
well  to  examine  Ibe  maritime  force  of  that  nation,  with 
which  we  night  have  had  lo  contend,  if  folly  and  mia- 
rule  had  involved  ua  in  a  war  with  il. 

•■  From  official  documents,  it  appears  that  the  French 
navy,  kept  in  commitiion  and  actual  service,  for  1835, 
was  3  ships  of  the  line,  13  frigates,  H  aloopa  of  war, 
(ship  rigged,)  36  brig^  31  smaller  vessels,  16  armed 
transports  anid  atoreuipa,  and  6  steam  veaselst  ma- 
king a  total  of  110  veiaela,  manned  with  1.1,148  men. 

"  In  addition  to  thia  force.  It  waa  propoied  to  have 
equipped  and  partially  manned,  in  dHTercnt  porta,  ready 
for  any  sudden  emer|^ncy,  3  ihips  of  the  line,  S  frigates, 
and  3  smaller  veiael*,  manned  with  1,135  meni  and  a 
further  fatix,  ready  for  Immediate  equipment,  consiiting 
of  3  ihips  of  tbe  line,  3  frigates,  and  II  smaller  vessel*) 
miking  a  total,  ready  for  service  in  three  months,  of  7 
shipsoftbe  line,  18  frigates,  and  119  smller  veweb. 
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B«ldei  tbii  force,  their  IMt  ihow  that  there  ire  now 
*flo*t  the  fiirther  number  of  33  ihips  of  the  line,  17 
frigatea;  65  imtller  TCMeli,  10  bomb  Tewels,  wid  17 
■team  veueli.  Uany  of  Ihcie  ire  nndoabledly  unicr- 
Ticeable  «nd  an6i  for  rep*iri  but,  from  the  beit  informa- 
tion on  Ibe  lubject,  one  half,  at  leut,  and  all  of  some 
clane*,  maj  ba  coiuldarrd  aifitforaerrice.  They  hare 
upon  the  atocki,  now  building,  34  ihipa  uf  the  line,  26 
fi^ptea,  30  iloopa  of  war,  imaller  reueli,  and  armed 
tranjporti^  and  7  *[eam  venels.  The  grand  total  of  all 
tile  Teueti  which  the  French  nation  could  prepare  for 
■errioe,  within  twelve  monthi,  according  to  their  itate- 
ment,  !*  36  afatpi  of  the  line,  50  frigatei,  about  150 
rioopi,  iniall«r  venel*,  and  armed  traniporli,  10  bomb 
Teatelf,  and  30  ateam  renel*."— (4th  rol.  Mil.  and  Nav. 
Magaiincp.  293.) 

Ai  I  hare  before  itated,  the  American  navy  coniiata  of 
18  Teaiela  of  war  in  comniiHion,  30  in  ordinary,  and  13 
on  the  itockii  making  ■  total  of  51,  manned  at  preieni 
by  a  total  of  7,1S9  pariona,  including  marinea.  When 
we  coniider  the  great  diiparily  between  the  naval  pow- 
er or  the  United  Stales  and  of  France,  we  may  be  welt 
aatiified  that  they  were  not,  at  thia  time,  brought  into 
eonflictf  and  that  Congrcaa  was  reitrained,  by  ill  di(ore- 
tion,  from  aeti  of  legialalion  that  might  have  invoWed 
the  oountiy  in  an  unneceawry  and  catamitou*  wv.  But, 
front  thii  view  of  our  condition,  we  should  take  ■  leaaon 
of  inatruction  for  the  future)  and,  if  we  regard  national 
eharaclcrtnd  tecarity,  we  must  change  that  condition) 
and  let  us  make  known  to  Ihe  world,  that  tbough  our 
policy  and  inatitutiooi  are  tboae  of  peace  and  amity  with 
all  nations,  yet  that,  if  war  is  brought  an  us  by  the  in- 
juiliee  and  wronga  of  any  Power,  we  will  be  found  both 
prepared  and  formidable. 

Thia  time  is,  in  e»ery  reapect,  favorable  for  putting 
ouraelresina  condition  lu  prevent  and  repel  wrong*. 
■We  have  an  abundant  Treaaoryt  are  free  from  national 
debt  or  direct  taxation,  haTJng  a  large  annual  nirplui  in 
tho  Treasury,  beyond  the  reaaonable  and  ncceaiary  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government.  Let  a  portion  of  it  be 
applied  to  improve  and  extend  the  navy,  so  si  la  sdipt 
it  to  our  incressed  population,  resources,  and  extended 
commerce;  and  let  Congress  alio  provide  for  the  com- 
pletion and  armament  of  (hose  important  fortifications 
neeeasary  to  the  prole^lion  of  our  great  barbars,  snd 
which  may  be  a  rendeivous,  shelter,  and  protection,  for 
the  navy.  As  connected  with  the  extension  and  pro- 
tection of  our  naval  power,  is  the  completion  of  those 
fiirtificitions  that  were  commenced  yeira  since,  on  which 
money  has  been  expended,  and  which  were  deemed  of 
primary  importance.  Beyond  this  clan  of  fbrtifiesliona, 
Ihe  repair  of  others,  and  the  completion  of  defences  for 
the  public  works  constructed,  I  am  not  diapoced  to  go, 
and  cannot  conieni  lo  support  or  vote  for  the  bitch  of 
new  fortifications  for  which  appropriations  have  been  re- 
ported in  «  bill  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
amounting  to  ^,503,800  to  begin  with.  A  better,  cheap- 
er, and  more  efficient  defence  lor  the  country  than  such 
fbrtlfl cation*  will  be  found  in  Ihe  increase  of  our  naval 
armament,  which  haa  many  advantages  over  permanent 
cOMt  l(>riifie*lions,  requiring  an  amount  ofmuney  to  con- 
struct and  arm,  aa  well  as  men  lo  mairitarn  them,  that 
will  not  be  approved  of  or  tolerated  by  the  people. 

The  navy  in  commission  should  be  incressed.  What 
is  now  in  commiawon  is  inidequalei  and  I  am  inclined  lo 
think  that  the  extension  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  of  two  frigites  and  three  sloops  of  war,  is 
not  enough.  Let  them  visit  foreign  sess  and  ports  more 
freauently  in  aquadrona,  by  which  our  naval  power  may 
be  aispla^ed,  and  our  officers  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  aequinng  experience  in  the  command  of  aquadrona. 

We  ought  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  expense,  when 
tbe  purpose  it  of  nich  exlen^re  national  intereat  and  se- 


curity. "Hie  total  expenditares  for  the  naval  establish, 
ment,  from  1816  to  1834,  were  963,933,574;  aamething 
aver  ^,000,000  a  year,  lliis  includes  expenditures  for 
docks,  navy  yards,  hospitals,  and  other  permanent  pub- 
lic works  connected  with  the  navy,  and  also  the  materi- 
all  for  ship-building  on  hand. 

For  the  military  eatabllshmeDt,  during  the  aame  time, 
including  pensions,  there  were  expend^  C134,536,570| 
and  the  total  expeiidiiure*  of  Ihe  Government  for  that 
period,  including  the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  wero 
upwarda  of  9467,000,000. 

In  the  report  of  the  Navy  Commissioner*  it  is  estima. 
ted  that  Ihe  amount  of  pay  necessary  for  the  year  1836, 
for  one  ship  of  the  line,  Ave  fri|rates  of  the  first  ehts% 
one  fr^te  of  the  second  clsss,  fourteen  sloops  of  war  of 
the  first  class,  five  schooners,  and  one  steam  venel,  will 
be  f  1,433,866  41.  Natiooal  vesMl*  on  foreign  stalionl 
at  present,  (the  ship  of  the  line  Delaware  haa  returned, 
and  ia  now  at  Norfolk:)  In  the  Mediterranean  there 
are  two  Trigatea,  one  aloop  of  war,  and  one  schooneri  in 
tbeWial  Indies,  onefrij^te,  four  sloops,  and  one  schoon- 
er) on  thecoait  of  Brazil,  twosloops|in  the  Pacific,  one 
frigate,  one  aloop,  and  one  schoonert  in  the  Eaat  Indies, 
one  aloop  and  one  achooner. 

If  several  more  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary  be  put  in 
commission,  the  increase  of  expense  will  aubtracl  but  a 
comparatively  small  sum  of  aome  hundred  thousand  dol. 
lars  from  our  overflowing  national  Treaaury.  When 
we  consider  the  magnitude  of  our  trade  that  float*  on 
Ibe  sea^  of  a  value  probably  exceeding  9400,000.000  an. 
nually,  an  annual  expenditure  of  3,  4,  or  #5,00(^000  a 
year  for  i1<  protection,  and  (o  auitain  the  national  ohar> 
acter  with  foreign  oatioua,  aa  well  a*  to  form  our  atroni 
arm  of  defence  in  war,  when  it  arises,  cannot  be  deemed 
unwise  or  extravagant,  but  •«  demanded  by  public  poli- 
cy and  the  best  interest*  of  Ibe  nation. 

A  naval  artnament  can  only  be  formed  to  advanl^e 
in  a  season  of  peace)  and  ^ould  we,  in  an  unexpected 
war,  be  found  without  an  efficient  navy,  we  must  re- 
main without  one,  with  all  tbe  deplorable  consequencea 
of  our  trade  destroyed,  barbora  blockaded,  and  our  coast 
and  towns  continually  harassed  by  the  enemy.  A  nary 
is  not  to  be  built  at  once;  it  is  a  work  of  lime,  and  not  to 
be  executed  under  the  pnvationa,  exigencies,  or  perils 
of  war.  Tbe  crew*  that  are  to  sail  and  fight  our  nation- 
al ships  are  not  lo  be  taken  at  once  from  our  fresh  waters, 
or  the  streets  of  our  cilie^  to  trim  the  satis  snd  direct 
tbe  guna  of  a  mm  of  war  in  the  hour  of  battle. 

It  II  asid  an  army  for  land  aervice  can  be  made  efl'ec- 
tive  in  a  few  months.  But  that  ia  not  the  case  with  a 
navy)  experience  and  pnclice  are  eaaential  to  make  sail- 
ors. In  Ihe  emergency  of  war  we  may  get  men,  but  we 
bannot  with  money  purchase  American  sailora,  Ihatxan 
be  depended  on  for  immediate  service  on  board  of  a 
national  ahip,  which  is  to  sustain  the  honor  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  American  flag.  For  the  conflict  of  a  naval 
battle,  we  muat  have  offlcera  that  are  trained  and  expe- 
rienced on  hoard  of  our  national  vesselai  Ihey  should  be 
exereiaed  and  acciiMomed  to  the  discipline,  subordina- 
tion, and  command,  which  are  practised  there. 

liie  crewa  of  our  vessel*  of  war  ought  lo  be  American 
ciiixena,  and  •  large  portion  native  Americans,  who  are 
unaurpaaaed  fbr  their  seamanship,  courage,  and  gun- 
nery. But  if  our  naval  crew*  are  lo  be  collected  under 
the  prrasure  of  war,  we  must  lake  auch  as  can  al  the 
moment  be  obtained  fronf  Ihe  merchant  aervicei  a  1at{e 
portion  of  whom  are  foreigners. 

Tbe  laws  of  the  United  Slatea  requiring  the  employ- 
ment of  American  ciiizpna  a*  aeamen  are  evaded)  and 
more  vigilance  ia  required  in  both  our  national  and  mer- 
ohant  vessels,  lo  prevent  Ihe  employment  of  other*. 
When  the  character  of  the  American  navy  is  to  be  aiip- 
ported,  il  ought  not  lo  be  committed  lo  a  erew  made  up 


,A_.OOglC 


3811 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


.  R] 


NimaStr^ct  BUL 


[JtAKCR  16, 1«!6. 


of  man  of  >tl  mttiona,  mMij  of  vhom  majr  iwve  be«rti  u 
foreifpito  our  cuueuthe  placetof  IbeirnatiTitj.  Ihope 
lb>t  the  reiolutian  aubmitted  by  the  bonorable  member 
from  Hu^Und,  [Hr.  McKiK,]  requiring  merchant  Tcneli 
ofi  certRinlonas^to  receive  Knd  empla]'>  certain  num- 
ber of  boyi,  la  be  trained  in  Ibe  tcience  of  narigation, 
may  lead  to  )»ialatlon  on  the  wbjcct. 

Ai  *  pari  of  Ibe  preparation  connected  with  the  im- 
provement, increase,  and  prescmtiba  of  the  lUTy,  ad- 
ditional jacilit'iei  for  buildinir  and  eqoippinff  Tcneb, 
and  the  preaerTation  of  mileriali,  are  reqaircd  in  navy 
yards.  I  am  not  prepared  to  My  (hat  the  public  ler 
vice  rMjuiret  lo  many  nary  jarda  aa  ve  now  have, 
there  being  aevca  eziiting'i  but  am  inclined  to  beiiere 
that  three  nary  yardi  of  conatruction  would  have  been 
■ufficient.  But  aa  there  have  been  tbcte  locationa  of 
lutTy  yard*,  on  which  conaiderable  eipendituret  have 
been  made  for  a  aeriea  of  yean,  and  as  there  are 
teriala  and  ihips  at  them  for  preacrration,  it  will  ni 
to  abandon  them  now.  The  approprialioni  \tt  them 
should  be  limited  to  Ibe  advantages  of  the  lituaiion  and 
the  want!  of  the  public  service. 

.  At  Portsmouth  navy  yard  there  are  at  present  two 
sloops  of  WIT  nearly  ready  for  aeat  and  building,  one 
ship  of  the  line  and  one  fngtitei  and,  I  suppose,  mate- 
rial* for  ship-building  I  and  a*  we  must  act  on  the  epin- 
ion  of  others,  wilh  respect  to  these  public  works,  I  am 
willing  la  take  the  reeommenCIation  of  the  Department 
having  charge  of  this  branch  of  the  puhl'to  expendi- 

The  estimate*  for  these  appropriation*  came  from  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  who  are  practical  men, 
of  high  character  and  prufeuinnal  experience.  Tbere 
has  been  sorrte  discussion  before  the  committee  as  to 
the  character  of  such  recommendation*.  By  some  it 
ha*  been  likened  to  "prima  fad^'  evidence — evidence 
that  was  to  be  received  and  credited  until  diaprovedg 
but  it  mattera  little  by  what  name  it  is  called.  The 
opinion  of  such  men  I  will  receive,  not  to  control  my 
judgment,  but  to  influence  my  opinion  and  action  on  a 
•abject  to  which  they  have  given  their  attention)  which 
it  is  their  province  lo  understand)  and  which  i*  recom- 
mended on  their  responiibility.  Their  high  reputation 
is  a  tecurily  to  me  that  they  will  not  deceive  Congres*) 
and  in  their  intimate  acquaintance  with  this  deacription 
'  of  public  worke^  for  which  they  recommend  the  pro- 
posed appropriation,  I  have  *□  much  confidence  a*  to 
■uppo*e  that  I  will  not  be  miaicd.  BnteriaininK  such 
an  opinion,  I  am  diipo*ed  to  vote  far  the  >p  prop  nation, 
and  against  the  amendment  to  atrike  out. 

The  appropriation  of  public  money  by  the  legialalion 
of  Congreas,  under  tlie  cDnslitulion,  mutt  be  for  na- 
tional objecti^  not  to  aubaerve  (he  particular  diitricta  or 
tections  of  the  country  where  they  are  to  be  expended, 
but  for  the  public  aervice  and  general  welfiue.  The 
•election  of  situation*  for  navy  yard*,  fortificiilions,  &c., 
should  be  such  ■*  were  most  sdrantageoua,  from  a  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  wbole  people)  national  con- 
tideraliona  alone  should  influence  the  selection  of  (he 
situaliona,  and  all  eipendlturea  in  reUlion  to  (hem.  It 
ia  unsound  and  unjuat  to  consider  theie  appropriations 
and  eipenditurea  only  a*  a  mode  of  distributing  the 

Eublic  money  through  the  country)  Ibe  placea  ought  lo 
e  selected  for  their  advantages  of  siluallon,  in  refer- 
ence lo  trade  or  their  peculiar  natural  formation.  The 
worka  constructed  at  such  places  by  the  Government 
are  not,  u  we  well  know,  for  tbe  district  where  located, 
but  the  nation.  The  navy  yard*  and  other  public 
works  connected  wilh  (he  defence  of  our  mariUme 
fronlier,  constructed  st  Portamoutli  or  elsewhere,  are 
pot  to  be  considered  ss  erected  for  such  places.  They 
•re  not  (o  be  charged  as  msde  for  the  constituents  of 
the  iMmbcr  in  whose  district  they  arc  located,  b'Jt  for 


tbe  wiMie  oountry)  for  the  people  of  my  district  and 
every  other  district  represented  on  this  floor.  They  are 
the  taHaiti  and  as  Ibey  are  for  national  defence  and 
security,  whikt  they  promote  and  protect  the  commerce 
of  ibe  nation,  tbe  construction  of  such  works,  and  the 
expenditures  therefor,  are  for  the  advantage  of  the 
people  of  the  South  and  Wcat,  a*  well  aa  thoee  of  tbe 
East  and  North. 

In  our  legislation  for  such  purpoeea,  sectional  feeling* 
and  jeslousies  oi^ht  to  be  discarded;  and  when  a  work 
proposed  is  a  legitimale  one,  and  of  national  advantage, 
though  it  be  at  the  extremity  of  tbeae  United  States,  It 
■a  not  for  ui,  who  repreaent  and  legislate  for  the  whole 
United  States,  to  oppose  it,  or  fold  our  srms  and  de- 
cline moving  or  •cling  in  it,  until  an  approprlstion  of 
some  character  shall  be  made  for  that  part  of  tbe 
country  which  we  aevet*Uy  raon  Immediately  represent, 
as  our  residence  and  election  diktrict. 

Tbe  diitrict  which  I  have  (he  honor  to  represent  ii  an 
interior  one,  between  tbe  Atlantic  and  the  watera  and 
valleys  of  tlie  West)  there  haa  been  no  expenditure  by 
this  Govemmcnt  of  public  money  in  it  or  near  it)  and 
though  such  an  expenditure  would  be  very  convenient  and 
advantageous  to  my  eonsiituents,  yet  I  am  not,  I  think, 
justifiable  in  withholding  public  money  for  tbe  pubKc 
service  requiring  it,  until  I  can  atipulate  for  an  expendi- 
ture forsome  purpose  to  be  devised  in  my  district.  Stand- 
ing on  neutral  ground  between  Lhe  East  and  Weal,  I 
would  advise  the  BepresentaUvea  on  this  floor  from  the 
Atiantic  coast,  where  public  works  for  defence  must  be 
nude,  to  abstain  from  all  strife  amongst  themaelves  to"  ob- 
tain appropriations  for  their  respeclive  dlBtricls,  and 
lei  us  have  their  opinion  and  judgment  in  a  judicious  se- 
lection of  these  public  works  for  national  advantage,  aa 
well  a*  to  prevent  all  extravagant  or  unnecessary  expen- 
diture. The  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  their 
district  or  its  vicinity  is  but  a  small  atfair,  a  tcmporsry 
advantage  that  will  soon  cease  to  be  felt  or  rememberedt 
wliiist  Ihe  public  work  ia  to  be  a  permanent  one,  and  a 
monument  of  tbe  enlightened  judgment  and  dislinlerest- 
ed  legislation  of  Congress,  or  of  its  sectional  and  con- 
tracted policy. 

1  would  say  lo  tbe  Rapreaantatives  of  the  East  and 
North,  thatjutdce  must  be  done  to  the  rights  and  wants 
of  the  West.  In  that  region  are  objects  of  national  jn- 
icrest,  that  are  entitled  not  only  lo  the  attenlion  of  this 
House,  but  to  a  liberal  provision  for  their  execution.  If 
it  be  not  extended  to  them  shortly,  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  control  of  the  legislation  of  this  House  will 
be  in  Ibe  bands  of  the  We&t.  Tbe  valley  of  (tie  Uisus- 
sippl  can  and  will  take  care  of  itself;  and  I  am  prepared 
to  do  for  it  now,  in  advance,  all  that,  injustice  and  liber- 
ality, her  great  interests  require.  We  must  provida 
suitable  fortifications  on  our  great  Western  frontier,  not 
onl^  a*  a  protection  and  security  to  our  scttleiuenta 
sgainat  Indian  aggression,  but  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining our  authority  and  control  over  those  numerous 
tribes  of  Indians  (bat  are  located  on  that  frontier.  Pro- 
viaun  must  also  be  made  fur  suitable  lake  harbor*— not 
to  subserve  any  particular  district,  but  where  the  pub- 
lic interest*  and  service  will  be  promoted. 

But  if  there  be  one  object  greater  than  another,  and 
which  msy  be  called  of  national  interest,  it  ■•  Ihe  Ohio 
riveri  if  not  the  highway  of  nations,  it  is  that  of  many 
■overeign  Stale*.  It  is  eaUnwted  in  the  report  received 
from  the  engineer  depaiimenl,  that  the  amount  of 
lieavy  merchandise  received  and  transibipped  at  Pitta- 
burg,  the  head  of  the  rKer,  amounU  to  half  a  million  of 
tona  annually,  and  ia  progressively  increasing.  On  this 
great  national  highway  there  now  float  upwards  of  two 
hundred  steamboats,  nwny  of  which  measure  upwards  of 
four  hundred  tnns,  and  few  below  one  hundred  tona) 
and,  in  addition  lo  these,  there  are  also  employed  KverU 
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liundred  flat  ind  ke«l  ba«ti,*  I  »m  willing  and  doiroua 
of  in  mediately  making:  (n  appropriation  for  llutt  riveri 
not  merelT  to  take  out  sna^  or  to  obtain  >  report  of 
the  length,  breadth,  and  depth  of  its  ihoali,  or  the  ve- 
locity of  the  current,  but  to  make  it  pcrnunently  nsTi- 
gable  at  all  searans,  to  meet  the  deinanda  ofita  immenae 
and  increuing  trade,  Ihou^  milliaiit  of  dollar*  may  be 
required  for  iM  eompletiofl. 

Hie  bit)  now  before  the  committee,  Ur.  Chairman, 
hai  relation  lo  our  national  defence  and  foreim  tradci 
'and  a«  that  trade  reaches  ua  principally  throuKn  our  At- 
lantic coast  and  ils  harbors,  and  as  the  only  ^rmidable 
enemies  that  we  have  to  encounter  must  approach  us  by 
the  lame  coast,  and  by  a  naral  armament,  let  us  then, 
without  delsy,  gi*e  efficiency  to  our  navy,  and  provide 
auchmetna  of  national  defence  on  our  seaboard  as  will  be 
mr  security  in  peace  and  strong  arm  in  war. 

But,  sir,  it  is  objected  to  the  appropriations  for  (hete 
purposes,  by  the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Tbomfsot,}  that  the  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures for  Ifae  public  works  on  our  coaal  have  been  une- 
qual and  unjust)  that  nn  undue  praporlion  has  been  be- 
stowed on  Ibe  Northern  division  of  these  United  Statesg 
and  that  ihii  inequality  prevails  in  the  bill  before  ttie 
Gowmiltee. 

When  an  examination  it  had  of  the  appropriations  and 
Cxpendilores  for  public  works  of  nationsl  defence  alonr 
(lie  extended  coast  of  (he  United  3tatea,  it  will  be  found 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  complaint,  and  that 
the  Southern  division  bat  had  the  most  liberal  portion. 
The  charge  of  partial  legislation  for  Northern  defences, 
lo  the  neglect  of  Southern,  is  not  supported  by  the  facts, 
and  has  been  to  fvilty  and  sb1y  exposed  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Hainr,  [Ur.  Eviira,]  that  I  will  not  detain 
the  committee  in  repeating  it*  details.  From  (he  publi 
docnmentt  recently  hid  upon  our  deaki,  it  appean  that 
the  eipenditurea  of  the  Government  on  forts  finished, 
«nd  those  under  construction,  north  of  the  Chesapeake 
bay,  are  ^,24S,949i  (hose  south,  including  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  are28,ia9,764;  exhibiting  a  difference  in  fa- 
vor of  the  Southern  division,  in  this  great  class  of  public 
works  of  defence,  of  nesriy  four  to  one. 

In  the  distribution  which  (be  honorable  member  ^m 
Sou(h  Carolina  was  pleased  to  make,  he  excluded  Virginia 
from  Ihe  Southern  division  of  these  United  States,  in 
which  ahe  haa  heretofore  alwayi  been  classed.  Though 
itiisaid  that  Virginia  it  to  be  delivered  over  (D  the  North, 
I  will  notconsider  her  aa  of  the  North,  or  separated  from 
the  South,  until  I  know  that  alie  has  been  delivered  over 
by  alt  the  farm  of  '*  livery  of  seizin,"  or  tome  other  modi 
of  trantfer  of  notoriety,  acknowledged  ai  equally  valid 
and  obligatory. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman^  the  amount  of  appropriations  and 
expenditure*  should  be  made  in  tlie  several  States  ac- 
cording lo  extent  oF  territory,  federsl  population,  trsde, 
or  revenue,  Penntylvanis  might  with  more  reason  com- 
plsin  of  the  inequality  of  distribution,  snd  say  (bat  ahe 
«M  made  tributary,  not  only  to  the  North  and  East,  but 
*1ao  lo  (he  South.  In  the  bill  containing  appropriations 
for  about  95.000.000,  including  t630,000  for  navy  yards, 
there  is  appropriated,  apeelRcally,  (11,750  for  the  navy 
yard  at  Philadelphia,  which  is  the  only  appropriatio 
quired  to  be  expended  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  only  national  forta  within  her  borders,  or 
guard  in  any  degree  the  approach  of  an  enemy  to  her 
great  and  liouriahiag  capital,  are  without  repair,    -  - 

*The  tolls  received  on  the  pasttge  of  the  canal  at 
Louisville  it  evidence,  to  a  certain  extent,  not  only  of 
(he  magnitude  of  the  trade  on  the  river,  but  of  its  in. 
creasei  the  tolls  reoeived  in  1835  being  (SO,  165— an  in. 
crease  of  thirty  per  cent,  on  those  of  the  preceding  year, 
which  were  #61,848.— «rf*  by  3fr.  C. 
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impletion  of  these  torts,  reasonable  approprutions 
be  made  by  the  present  Coogreta,  as  due  to  the  great 
interests,  trade,  and  exposed  situation  of  Philadelphisi 
the  importance  and  neceasily  of  which  nu  one  will,  I  ap- 
prehend, question. 

Little  has  been  done  for  Penntylvania,  in  expenditures 
within  her  borders,  by  the  General  Governmentt  ofthia 
we  do  Dot  complain,  but  of  the  positive  wrongs  that  have 
been  done  her  under  this  administration,  lor  which  she 
did  so  much  to  place  and  sustain  in  power.  The  great 
interests  ofher  citizens,  which  she  cheriibed  as  the  nfe- 
blood  of  her  system,  have  been  drained  to  exhaustion  by 
the  policy  and  legislation  of  Congress.  Her  msnufac- 
turing  capital  and  industry,  which  for  a  long  time  she 
had  fostered  will>  a  parent's  etre  and  vigilance,  are  now 
languishing  under  the  blightinginfluenceof  the  war  that 
has  ■ucceaifully  been  waged  in  this  Rouse  upon  her  en- 
terprising population,  who  had  embarked  their  fortune* 
in  manufsctunng  establish menta,  which  gave  employtnent 
to  American  skill,  labor,  and  capital,  under  a  bith  and 
confidence  repoaed  in  the  legislation  of  Congress,  which 
promised  a  permanent  protection,  (hat  haa  since  been 
withdrawn  from  American  citiiens,  forthabene6t  of  Ihe 
workshops  of  Europe,   and  their  ill-paid  and  ill-fed  la. 

That  moneyed  institution,  which  was  located  tn  her 
espitsl  city  aa  the  great  fiscal  agent  of  thit  Government, 
snd  which  had  furnished  to  the  citize(is  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  United  States  a  currency  and  facilities  of  money 
eicbange  better  than  were  enjoyed  by  any  other  people, 
was  assailed  with  an  unrelenting  hand  bj^  the  Govern- 
ment, not  only  to  tlie  hour  of  its  dissolution,  but  even 
now,  when  a  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  in  the  exercise 
of  herlegitimste  powers  is  aiovereignSla(e,  has  chosen 
to  exercise  her  own  energies,  and  give  renewed  life, 
activity,  and  regulation,  under  competent  9(ate  aulbori> 
ty,  to  a  solid  specie  capital  that  was  about  to  be  with- 
drawn from  her  Jurisdiction,  and  whioh  her  own  nece*- 
silies,  the  wants  of  her  citizens,  and  the  amount  and 
courae  of  her  trade,  required  she  should  re(ain,  the  is 
threatened  with  all  (he  vengeance  of  the  power*  of  this 
mighly  Federal  Government,  and  the  persecutions  of  all 
dependent  State  Governments  that  can  be  brought  to 
do  its  biddings. 

Penntylvania,  sir,  is  now  awake  to  her  rights  and  in- 
terests) she  has  taken  her  position,  and  will  not  be  driven 
from  her  purpose  of  sell-protection  by  menaces  from 
Washington,  or  any  wt)ere  else. 

It  is  not  enough  to  satisfy  Pennsylvania,  fur  greater 
ucrificea  of  her  interests  and  independence  to  party 
subserviency,  that  she  should  be  (old  "  that  she  hsd  re> 
eeived  from  the  administration  her  share  of  the  high  of- 
fices of  this  Government."  I  do  know  that  two  of  my 
talented  friends  were  invited  from  Pennsylvania,  (but 
whe(her  selected,  aa  haa  been  said,  for  Ibe  den 
blood  which  flowed  in  (heir  vein 
were  rewarded  with  the  honori  ai 

Mon*  to  Russia.  Two  other  of  our  eminent  citizens 
were,  by  the  Executive,  respectively  invited  to  (aks 
charge  of  the  national  Treasury — a  high  and  responsible 
trust)  and  how,  and  under  what  circumitanoes,  the^ 
were  scornfully  and  Ignomininusly  expelled  from  their 
high  stsllons,  (or  exercising  the  liberty  and  right  of  pri- 
vate judgment  and  conaciousinlegrity,  is  too  well  known 
to  the  nation  to  be  readily  for^tten. 

It  will  not  either  be  tuflieient  to  reconcile  ui  to  fur- 
ther sacrifices  thst  "it  is  glory  enough"  far  Pennsylva- 
nia "to  serve  under  such  rulers,"  and  to  be  called  "the 
keystone  of  the  great  federal  arch."  We  want  some- 
Ihing  more  tubstantiil  than  such  empty  bono 
that  which  will  add  to  oi     "  ' 


ir  State  treasury,  and  enable  ua 
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to  carry  out  oar  lyitem  at  Inlernal  itnproTementi  and 
(eneral  cduMlion. 

There  ii  yet  anolher  object  oT  intereit,  of  vhich 
PennijlTBnik  Iih  not  luit  ag^t,  the  tinie  for  the  frui- 
tion of  which  hu  now  irriTcd,  and  which  ihe  itill  ex- 
pect! to  obtain  u  her  rig^ht  from  the  national  Lepila- 
turet  and  that  ii,  her  &ir  anJ  equal  diilribution  of  the 
proceed!  of  the  public  tandi.  Thi!  ihe  coniider!  a!  a 
tiuit  that  the  Federal  Government  holda,  by  a  aolemn 
compact,  for  (he  corooion  benefit  of  the  United  StaCri, 
according  to. their  respective  proportion!  in  the  general 
cbarf[earidezpendi(urr,  and  which,  by  (he  Virginia  deed  of 
eenion,  wm  provided  "(hould  be  faithfully  and  bona 
JIde  diipoied  of  for  that  purpoie,  and  for  no  other  u*e 
or  purpose  whatsoever."  Penniylrania  will  not  eonaent 
that  thi*  fund,  not  now  w*nted  (or  the  reasonable  ex- 
penditure* of  (he  Government,  shall  be  either  wasted 
or  giiven  awsy  i  but  she  wilt  pursue  it  with  attention, 
and  will  watch  it  with  an  eye  that  will  not  close.  Al- 
ready is  her  arm  outstretched  to  receive  it,  and  her  claims 
will  be  pressed  by  her  in  a  voice  Ibat  will  not  falter  or 
be  silenced.* 

But,  Mr,  Chsinnan,  Penni^lvania  has  no  war  to  wage 
«n  this  bill,  and  I  will  not  obstruct  its  progren  to  stipu- 
late for  favor  or  justice  to  m;  S(ate  in  •ome  other  un- 
connected branch  of  Ihe  public  expenditures  for  the 
national  service.  If  our  interior  situation  does  not  ex- 
poae  ui  ai  much  si  other  Stales  to  thesnaultsof  apublic 
enemy,  I  am  content  that  the  national  defences  shall  be 
msde  where  they  will  be  most  efficient  and  availabtr, 
though  for  that  purpose  the  public  moneys  should  be 
expended  not  within  our  border*. 

I  know  that  some  of  my  friends  on  thii  floor  are  hon- 
eatly  opposed  to  increased  sppropriationa  for  Ihe  navy 
and  public  works  of  defence,  ■*  extending  further  the 
already  overgrown  power  and  patronage  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  Ihia  Government.  That  power  and 
palronage  I  admit  to  be  immense  and  alarming,  and  it  is 
one  of  which  tlie  repreientstivei  of  the  people,  and  the 
people  thenuelvei^  cannot  exercise  too  much  vigilance, 
or  indulge  too  much  jealousy.  Tlut  patronage  is  not 
atlended  with  any  danger  to  the  libertiea  of  this  nation, 
or  iu  free  institution!,  m  filling  up  our  naval  armamenla, 
putting  in  commission  the  national  resse)!  wa  have,  and 

E'vin^  aervice  to  the  naval  ufScers,  many  of  whom  are 
itermg  about  our  ciliei  and  aeaboard,  and  are  desirous 

The  expenditures  for  naval  improvement*  and  essen- 
tial fortlficalioni  we  cinnot,  with  propriety,  withhold, 
from  want  of  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  economy  of 
those  who  now  admlnltler  (he  Governmrnt.  They  are 
the  constituted  aulhoritiei,  and  we  must  intrust  to  them 
the  reasonable  and  necessary  expenditure*  under  the 
constitution  and  laws,  holding  them  responsible,  as  far  as 
is  within  the  power  of  this  House,  to  a  proper  applica- 
tion and  strict  accountability. 

Much  may  be  donr,  and  ought  (o  be  done,  to  lessen 
Ihe  power,  patronage,  and  expenditure  of  (his  Govern- 

*  The  receipCa  of  money  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
land!  during  the  year  ending  3Iat  of  December  lail,  are 
reported  by  the  Department  aa  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
014,359,193  rii  which,  if  dIatribuledamoiigB(  the  Sta(e! 
according  to  their  federal  propordon,  would  give  Penn- 
ivlrania  of  (hit  sum  more  than  one  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  with  Ihe  protpect  of  a  larger  annual  dividend  in 
the  coming  fear.  These  moneys  are  now  neither  used 
nor  wanted  by  the  General  Government,  butare  allowed 
to  remain  Inpoiaession  of  their  deposite  banks,  which, 
at  this  (ime,  have  of  (he  Government  money  ^0,G78,- 
879  91,  which  may  be  used  for  (heir  own  special  advan- 
tage, and  not  for  (he  people  of  (he  Slates,  to  whom,  of 
right,  it  belong*.— iKrfe  bg  Mr,  C. 


tnent,  especially  sp  &r  as  it  i*  exercised  in  rewarding 
panr  favoriles,  or  in  dividing  the  public  treamre,  ■'  ai 
spoils  to  the  victors."  Tb«re  is  a  wide  field  for  this 
work  of  reform  and  retreachment  in  the  civil  and  mia- 
cellsneous  expenditures  of  (he  Government.  There  waa 
a  time  in  (he  Qistory  of  our  Governtnent  when  an  army 
often  thousand  men  wa*  a  source  of  much  alarm  to  many 
of  our  intelligent  and  patriotic  statesmen,  ai  advene  to 
our  republican  tnatitulions,  in  ofTering  temptation*  ai  well 
a!  giving  strength  to  the  executive  armt  and  yet  we  ar« 
slumbering  over  our  rights  and  constitutional  Govern* 
ment,  with  an  army  of  more  than  Bfly  thounnd  offiee- 
botden  dependent  upon  executive  will  and  favor.  Here 
ii  a  body  of  tbe  most  dangerous  kind,  if  organized  snd 
disciplined  for  (he  purposes  uf  partyi  it  is  dispersed  over 
the  whole  eountry,  to  itt  exdeme  poin(s,  and  pervsdea 
our  ciliei,  towns,  viUsges,  our  highwtys  and  bywsyli 
and,  if  brought  under  the  surveillance  of  the  executive 
power,  on  whose  will  it  is  dependent,  as  may  be  appre- 
hended and  deplored,  it  can  exert  in  influence  to  main- 
tain and  perpeluate  (he  power  of  the  party  or  its  leader^ 
more  formidable  to  conalitutional  government  than  an 
army  of  lotdiera. 

The  attention  of  Congress  ought  to  be  directed,  in 
aincerily,  to  (he  reform  snd  re(renchment  of  all  unneief- 
sary  ofBcei,  a*  well  as  to  enforce  strict  accountability  on 
the  public  officer!.  In  this  there  is  much  work  to  ac- 
complish, without  cutiingoff  any  thing  fram  the  navy.  The 
expendiiure*  of  the  navy  In  1S17  were  (3.310,278  37. 
and  in  1834  the  expenditures  for  Ihe  nme  were 
#4,133,433  B2,  being  an  increase  of  less  than  Ihirlj  per 
cent,  in  seventeen  veirsj  whereas,  the  expenditures  for 
(he  civil  lis(  in  1B17  sere  |991,894  11,  and  in  1834,  for 
the  same,  were  13,080,601  60,  being  an  Increase  of 
more  (ban  one  hundred  per  cent. 

I  am  willing  to  go  .With  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Bkll]  in  resisting  all  unnecessary  sp- 
propriatloni,  and  reducing  lucli  as  are  not  demanded  by 
the  public  aervlcet  and  with  the  honorable  member  fram 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Habdik]  I  will  act  in  Ihe  work  of  re- 
trenchment and  reform  la  any  reasonable  extenti  and,  s! 
I  believe  (here  is  much  to  be  done,  with  him  I  will  be 
content  not  only  to  use  the  pruning-knife,  but  the  saw 
and  the  ha(chet,  to  cut  off  the  many  excrescence*  and 
iprouts  ihat  have  grown  up  in  this  Government,  at  tha 
ixpense  of  the  public  Treasury. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  take  a  single  spsr  from  ihe  navy; 
lut,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  add  to  its  force  and  numbers. 
The  American  navy  belongs  to  no  psrty  but  the  Ameri- 
can party.  The  foul  band  of  party  proscription  and  in- 
tolerance has  not  yet  defiled  and  corrupted  it*  high 
iiaracter.  God  forbid  that  it  ever  ahauldl  Whenever 
does,  and  the  high  places  and  commands  in  the  navy 
are  bestowed  and  received,  not  for  bravery,  skill,  and 
gallantry  In  naval  combat  or  perilous  service,  but  for  zeal 
id  officinusness  in  party  election  contesls,  or  our  naval 
ficers  shall  so  demesn  themselves  ss  to  propitiate  and 
flatter  the  leaders  ofa  psny  by  devotion  snd  sycophancy, 
Ihe  high  character  of  our  navy  will  have  fled)  what  will 
remun  will  rot  be  worth  our  care  and  preiervatinn,  and 
we  may  prepare  to  hear  the  knell  of  Ihe  departed  glory 
of  the  American  navy. 

When  such  becomes  our  nationsi  degradation,  there 
'ill  be  llltle  Utt  of  the  purity  of  our  republican  inatllu- 
ons  for  our  regard  and  support.  I  hope  and  (rust  that 
ichastaleorihinga  will  be  averted,  and  that  a  merciful  ' 
Providence,  who  has  so  Ibng  preserved  us  as  a  nation, 
under  our  constitutional  Government,  sgainit  foreign 
enemies  and  internal  dissension!,  will  siiil  overrule  our 
deslinies,and  control  the  actions  ol  our  rulers  and  people, 
that  our  Government  and  its  institutions  msy  not  only  be 
maintained  by  u*  in  their  original  spirii,  but  iraaunitted 
,ntir«  and  unimpaired  to  our  lucceiiorsi  and  ibai  they 
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miy  be  enabled  to  wiry  out  in  reiRly  thoie  ralut^ry  re- 
fornw  which,  "in  theae  diyi  ind  pnention,"  havebeen 
often  promised,  but,  u  jtt,  not  realized. 

When  Hr.  Chaii»iiu  had  eoncluded — 

Mr.   BRLL  rone  and  addrened  the  Chair  u  Aillowa  : 

Hr.  Chairman  :  1  desire  that  I  should  not  be  under- 
Btood,  Troro  tli«  remarka  herbloFore  submitted  by  me 
upon  the  bill  uiider  conaideniion,  to  be  htwiile  to  the 
navy,  or  even  to  nich  rortif! cations  u  may  be  known  to 
be  neccHtty  to  Ihe  defence  of  our  most  important  com- 
mercia]  *nd  naiat  depots,  On  the  contrary,  I  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  a  considerable  increaie  of  our  present 
nml  ettablishmenl.  Indeed,  I  do  not  remember  a  len- 
Ument  dellTcred  by  the  ^ntleman  who  preceded  me  in 
tbil  debatr,  [Hr.  CHixiiUS,]  upon  this  point,  to  wluch 
1  do  not  yield  ■  hearty  concurrence.  What  I  vish  to 
accompliih  by  my  motion  ii,  tbat  we  ahall  Hrat  settle 
and  adopt  lome  ^item  pr  plan  of  improvement  in  this 
branch  uf  the  national  derence,  which  ahatt  promise  a 
f^reater  decree  of  economy  and  efficiency  than  we  can 
hope  for  under  the  prentnt  syalem. 

I  now  propoae,  Hr.  Chairman,  Id  extend  the  range  of 
thia  debate  much  beyond  the  latitude  auumed  in  the  pre- 
c^din;;  part  of  it.  I  propose  to  remark  freely  upon  the 
fCfcnEntl  policy  of  the  present  administration,  as  lately 
dereloped.  The  princrples  and  practices  of  those  in 
power  are  always  subjects  of^reat  interest  to  the  coun- 
trr.  Those  of  the  party  which  now  control  Ihe  afTairs 
ut  Ibia  republle  are  peculiarly  so  at  this  time.  While 
■I  is  my  intention,  in  what  I  shall  lay  on  these  subjects,  to 
bs  perfiictly  respectfiil  to  the  moiiTCs  and  feelings  of 
the  committee,  and  etpeseially  to  those  who  constitute 
the  msjorily  of  the  House  of  Repreirntativea,  yet,  with 
these  limitations,  it  ii  my  intention  lo  indulge  the  privi- 
ledgfe  of  debate  to  the  utmost  limit  of  parliamentary 

I  desired  some  more  suitable  occasion  for  the  indul- 
gence of  the  very  wide  ran^  of  remark  upon  which  I 
am  about  to  enter  than  the  preient  hilt.  1  would  bare 
KTeatly  preferred  the  bill  reporteil  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  JoHaaoi,]  making  appropriation  a 
ffar  a  great  number  of  new  fortifications.  The  bill  pro- 
posing an  extra  appropriation  for  the  improvement  and 
increase  of  the  navy  would  have  been  selected  in  pref- 
erence to  the  present  onei  but,  sir,  1  have  lately  had 
my  doublx  whei her  it  is  intended  that  either  of  these  bills 
■hall  be  acted  upon  before  the  close  of  the  session,  when 
debate  will  be  out  of  Ihe  question.  I  know  the  respon- 
aibilites  towhichi  may  subject  myself  by  making  ihisbill 
the  subject  of  a  tedious  debate.  1  am  latiified  that  I  might 
expect  some  better  effect  fi'om  the  remarks  I  Intend  to 
offer,  if  I  had  been  more  fortunate  in  the  occaiion  of 
them.  But,  sir,  Ihe  lime  and  the  occasion  I  have  selected 
may  not,  after  all,  be  of  so  much  consequence.  Greater 
skill  in  parliamentary  tactics  might  have  enabled  me  to 
do  greater  justice  to  my  subject,  by  taking  a  difTetent 
course  from  (he  one  I  am  about  to  adopt;  but  I  am  en- 
couraged  by  a  wying  of  Ihe  gallant  Nelson,  upon  some 
occasion  when  Ihe  importance  of  skill  in  naval  tactics 
was  spoken  of:  "A  captain  (said  he)  cannot  ba  ftr 
wrong,  who,  in  battle,  lays  his  ship  alongside  the  enemy." 

Such  a  discuialon  aa  I  propole  is  always  salutary,  and 


Ihe  defay  that  la  likely  tooccur,  let  them  take  eonaolati 
from  the  mono  of  the  Government  journal,  which  la,  that 
"The  world  is  governed  too  much)"  a  proposition,  how- 
ever, by  no  means  consilient  with  the  principles  of  Ihe 
party  of  which  this  journal  is  the  ornn.  But  if  it  shall 
be  inquired,  why  provoke  a  pariy  diicustion  upon  the 
nary  bill,  or  upon  any  of  the  appropriation  biUi?  why 
not  bring  forward  some  distinct  propmition,  in  the  shape 
of  a  reaoiation?  1  anawer,  because  t  perceive  »  settled 
Vol.  ia.—177 


purpose  in  Ihe  Rouse  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any 

■object  which  can  fairly  give  rise  to  ihc  desired  discua- 
slon  during  the  present  lession,  I  want  no  other  proof 
of  this  delermination  of  the  majority  of  the  House  than 
Ihe  resolution  offered  by  the  genllemin  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  MisDV,]  and  adopted  on  ihe  SGlh  of  January.  Tbe 
reason  alleged  for  ibis  resolution  was,  the  defenceleaa 
condition  of  the  country,  the  feats  entertained  of  a  war 
with  France,  and,  consequently,  the  great  importance 
of  pissing  the  appropriation  bills  without  delay. 

This  was  all  plausible  enough,  if  the  circumstances  ac- 
companying and  preceding  the  reaolution  had  not  taken 
Bwsy  the  Rl^iiod  asiumed.  The  navy  bill,  than  which 
none  was  of  more  importance,  had  been  taken  up 
at  the  instance  of  the  chairmsn  of  the  Committee  of 
Wajrs  and  Means,  on  the  13th  of  January)  and  alihough 
at?  the  reasons  for  speedy  action  upon  it  existed  at  that 
lime,  which  were  afterwards  alleged,  yet  11  was  laid  over 
the  very  next  day,  and  made  lo  give  place  from  day  to 
day  to  measures  of  inferior  importance,  without  explana- 


from  MassachusetlB,  [Hr.  Anm,]  and  all  the  or- 
ders of  the  Route,  and,  consequently,  all  the  business  of 
the  House,  wai  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  • 
discussion  on  the  lou  of  the  three  million  appropriation. 
This  subject  was  permitted  to  occupy  four  nr  five  days, 
but  the  experience  of  that  discuaiion  produced  a  very 
decided  change  in  the  Houae  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  party  discussions  in  general.  It  was  very  evident 
that,  although  the  majority  were  highly  gratiiied  by  the 
effort  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  offered  the  reso- 
lution, [Hr,  Adi>s,]  yet  they  did  not  relish  the  reply 
quite  so  well.  Some  unessiness  began  to  be  felt  before 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  concluded 
his  remarks;  and  many  or  the  party  b^an  lo  think  (hat 
any  indulgence  in  luch  discussions  was  wrong,  and  to 
wonder  how  they  had  fallen  Into  the  errnr  of  voting  to 
consider  the  resolution.  The  resolntion  of  the  genlle- 
luan  from  Tirginia  [Mr.  Masor]  was  in  good  time  to 
repair  Ihe  error  into  which  the  party  had  fklieii.  It  is 
deserving  of  remark,  tbat  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  on  which  this  resolution  wai  offered,  the  messenger 
arrived  In  this  city,  bringing  wilh  him  an  offer  of  the 
mediation  of  Great  Britain  in  settling  the  difference  be- 
tween this  country  and  Frsnce;  and  I  hare  sufficient  ev- 
idence to  satisfy  me  that,  before  that  time,  Information, 
through  some  channel  or  other,  had  reached  this  Gov- 
ernment, that  England  would  interpose  her  goodofficea 
lo  prevent  a  war. 

[Ur.  MiBOir  explained,  and  denied  that  he  had  re< 
ceived  any  informalion  whatever  of  the  intention  of  the 
English  GoYemment  to  offer  her  mediation.  He  also 
said  that  the  resolution  bad  been  under  consideration  Iti 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belationa  several  days  befors 
he  offered  it,  and  denied  that  he  had  any  other  motive 
in  offering  Ihe  resolution  thsn  the  one  he  announced  at 
the  time.] 

Mr,  Bill  resumed.  I  must  say  that  I  did  luppoia 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  possessed  some  information 
in  relation  to  the  Fiench  question  which  was  not  in  Ihe 
knowledge  of  the  House.  I  now  dismiss  my  suipiciuns, 
and  acquit  bimi  but  hii  ignorance  of  what  must  have 
been  known  to  Ihe  Oovemtnent  only  shows  that  Ihe  de- 
gree of  confidence  to  which  his  ilalion  in  this  Houae 
entitles  him  is  not  given  to  htm  by  those  at  the  head  of 
afTaira.  Still,  air,  the  circumstance  that  the  hour  of  one 
o'clock  each  day  was  the  hour  the  reaolution  fixed  for 
taking  up  the  appropriation  bills,  the  certainty  that  by 
this  course  the  debate  on  Ihe  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Hasaachuaetis  [Hr.  Am^iii]  would  be  cut  off, 
and  the  farther  circumstance  that  other  billa  be«des 
those  ii>T  the  support  of  the  army  and  navyt  knd  fbi 


,A_.OOglC 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


»R.) 


NaaalSmUe  BiU. 


l«Al 


■  16,  1S36. 


fbrlificttioni,  were  cmbrteed  in  that  renlution,  Kre  luf- 
ficicnt  to  ju»liry  ihe  opinion  lb»t  it  uru  deaiKned  by  loine 
of  lho«  who  took  «  p«rt  in  Belting  it  brought  forward 
tod  ■doDled,  to  have  Ibe  effect  that  I  have  atcribed  to 
it.  Beaidea,  I  mutt  uy  to  (he  genlleman  from  Virginia, 
tbat  I  cannot  ■□  readily  forgive  him  for  hii  neglect,  after 
be  had  aeen  that  the  appropriation  bills  (till  atept  upon 
tbe  table,  and  that  the  only  effect  of  hia  reaolution  vaa 
to  give  the  majority  of  the  Houm  an  undue  control  over 
ita  bunneas,  to  come  forward  and  moTe  to  reacind  it. 
When  all  proipect  of  a  war  with  France  had  ceaaed,  it 
wai  hia  duty  to  have  taken  tbi)  courae.  I  cannot  for^^et, 
either,  tbat,  inatead  of  urging  the  eiecution  of  the  or- 
der he  had  obtained,  giving  a  preference  to  the  appro- 
priation billi,  he  upon  aeveral  occaaiona  gave  hii  vote 
to  take  up  aubject*  of  minor  importance.  Sir,  (he 
effect  of  that  remlulion  waa  to  give  an  undue  power  to 
the  majority  of  thia  Houae  over  the  lub^ecti  of  debate. 
It  operated  to  reitrain  Ihe  freedom  of  diicuealon  \  and  I 
have  a  light,  under  the  circumatancea,  to  conaider  (hat 
it  waa  ao  intended  by  the  majority.  [  pronounce  the 
courae  of  proceeding  wiih  that  reaolution  aa  unprece- 
dented, unparliamentary,  ftnd  oppreaalve  to  the  miiioiity. 
If  the  aplrit  of  the  reaolution  of  the  36th  of  Januan 
ahall  be  carried  out  by  the  parl^'  in  power,  it  will  reauft 
in  the  re-enactment  of  the  aedition  law  of  1796.  It  ia 
founded  preciaely  upon  the  aame  policy ;  and  we  have 
only  to  go  a  *tep  or  two  further,  and  the  object  of  the 
■edition law  will  be  effected,  ao  far  ai  regards  the  free- 
dom of  debate  in  thia  Houae.  The  object  of  the  sedi' 
tion  lav  of  1798  waa  to  auppreu  diacuaaion,  and  to  pre- 
vent attacka  upon  the  parly  in  power.  Such  waa  the 
object  of  thia  reaolution. 

There  ia  more  than  one  circumitance  in  the  atate  of 
the  tinea,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  ia  calculated  to  remind 
ua  of  Ihe  era  of  179S  (  and,  tliat  I  may  not  be  thought  to 
bave  referred  io  that  period  without  very  lufGcient  rea- 
son, 1  beg  leave  briefly  to  notice  the  Bimilarity  between 
the  two  perloda  of  1798  and  1B36.  The  alien  and  aedi- 
tion bwa,  the  propoaition  of  the  party  Iheo  in  power  to 
eitabliab  a  atanding  army  and  to  create  and  maintain  a 
great  naval  armament,  were  regarded  by  tbe  republican 
parly  in  1798  aa  hoatile  to  the  geniua  and  apirit  of  our 
free  inititulioni,  and  tending  decidedly  to  tha  introduc- 
tion of  arbitrary  power.  Tbe  parly  now  in  power  are 
in  hvor  of  bolh  tbeie  meaiurea.  The  aedition  law  waa 
baaed  upon  the  idea  of  tbe  >«nie  infallibility  of  the  Prei- 
ident  and  tbe  party  then  in  a  majority  in  Congreaa, 
which  ia  nowanumed  for  the  present  Executive  and  Ihe 
party  now  In  power.  But  (here  waa  a  war  panic  in 
179B,  Juat  aucb  aa  we  have  recently  had  in  our  lime. 
There  waa  aaid  to  be  a  French  party  in  thia  country  in 
1796)  and,  moat  strange  to  relate,  it  ha*  been  proclaim. 
ed  upon  tliia  floor,  in  the  courae  of  thia  debate,  that 
there  is  a  French  parly  now  in  thia  country  '■  To  show 
bow  the  war  panic  and  the  proposition  for  >  atsnding 
army  and  ■  great  navy  were  spoken  of  and  reaiated  in 
1796  I  and,  to  illuairale  the  atrlking  coincidence  of  Ibe 
two  periods,  I  will  read  an  extract  from  one  of  Ihe 
thousand  remonatrancca  laid  before  Congreaa  in  1798-'9. 
The  one  from  which  thia  extract  ii  taken  waa  adopted 
and  forwarded  by  a  public  meeting  of  the  stern  repub- 
lican yeomen  of  the  great  Stale  of  Pennaylvania: 

"Your  memorialists  would  further  beg  leave  to  reman- 
sltsle  ininsl  several  of  the  meaaurea  which  either  have 
been  adopted,  or  which  may  be  still  in  contemplation, 
in  contequence  of  our  negotia^on  with  the  French  re 
public,  u  productive  of  an  unnecessary  increase  of  the 
public  debt  and  the  introduction  of  an  oppreasive  ays 
tem  of  tasaiion.  These  measures  appear  to  be  founded 
on  Ihe  alarm  which  bu  been  ezdied  and  industrioualy 
circulated  (hrooghout  the  United  Statea,  about  Ihe  dan- 
ger of  a  French  innsloni  but  your  memorialiid  tee  no 


good  reaaon  to  believe  (bat  Ihiaalarm  can  be  well-fband- 
edi  for,  admitting  to  be  true,  what  has  been  to  ofUn  as- 
serted of  late,  that  the  French  people  have  been  so  un. 
fortunate  aa  to  chooie  for  themaelvra  an  executive  branch 
to  tbeir  Government,  which  ia  proud,  vain,  and  ambi- 
tious, and  disposed  to  eierciae  undue  influence  or  arbi- 
trary control  over  the  legislative  councils  of  our  country, 
and  inclined  to  convert  ihe  power  and  resources  of  that 
nation  to  such  purposes  aa  will  beat  auit  their  ambitioua 
projeela,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  any  in- 
'  in  or  diaposiiion  to  invade  this  country.  Your  me- 
ilista  cannot  see  in  an  expedition  to  Egypt,  oragainat 
ihe  Briilah  aeltlements  in  the  East  Indies,  or  in  tbe  sup- 
posed bad  conduct  of  the  Freikcb  aroiies  in  Switzerland 
or  in  Italy,  any  evidence  of  an  intention  to  invade  (be 
United  Stateajmore  especially  when  it  isconsidered  that 
they  are  dealitule  of  a  force  by  sea,  and  at  war  with  ■ 
nation  so  greatly  superior  to  them  on  tha  water.  Your 
raemoriaUst)  therefore  conceive  tbat  this  alarm,  which 
they  think  must  now  be  considered  aa  allosetbcr  ill- 
founded,  ought  not  Id  be  deemed  a  motive  aufiicient  to 
justify  tbe  introduction  of  a  standing  army  into  tbe  Unitrd 
8tBtta,andthe  establishment  ofan  expensive  navy,  which 
must  greatly  increase  the  public  debt,  introduce  an 
oppressive  and  burdensome  system  of  taxation,  and  re- 
move all  hopes  fromthe  people  of  being  ever  relieved 
from  tbeevila  that  grow  out  of  a  funding  system." 

I  beg  leave  slao  to  read  a  paragraph  from  Ihe  report 
iftha  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1796,  upon  tbe  subject 
if  increasing  this  arm  of  the  national  defence.  Taking 
jare  to  omit  the  date,  this  report  might  very  proper^ 
bave  been  copied  and  sent  Io  Congress  aa  a  aubslilute  for 
the  doctrines  and  recommendation*  of  the  last  apecial 
message  i 

"Theproteciion  ofour  coast,  Ihe  security  of  our  eiltn- 
sive  country  from  Invasion  in  aome  of  its  weaker  parti, 
the  aafety  cf  uur  important  commerce,  and  our  future 
peace,  when  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe  war  with 
each  other,  all  seem  to  demand  that  our  naval  force  should 
be  augmented;  so  much  augmented,  indeed,  aa  to  make 
the  most  powerful  nation*  desire  our  friendship,  the 
most  unprincipled  respect  our  neutrality.  The  peace- 
ful  character  of  America  will  afford  to  the  world  sufficient 
aecurity  that  we  ahall  not  be  easily  provoked  to  carry  tbe 
war  into  the  country  of  an  enemy  (arid  it  well  becomes  llw 
wisdomof  America  to' provide  a  cheap  defence  to  keep 

I  might  further  corroborate  what  I  have  said  of  tlie 
striking reaemblance  between  Ihedoclrines  and  incident* 
of  the  era  ori796and  the  preieiit  period,  by  quoting  from 
Ihereport  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  1798|  but 
it  is  only  s  repetition  of  tlie  same  views,  applied  to  tbe 
army,  embraced  in  the  extract  t  have  juil  cited.  But, 
•ir,  there  was  a  Union  panic  got  up  in  1796,  also.  To 
show  upon  what  ground*  tliii  panic  was  crealeJ,  and  how 
it  wai  met  by  the  leaders  of  tbe  republican  party  at  ihat 
day,  1  will  read  an  exlracl  from  a  cunlemporary  publi- 
cation of  one  of  Ihe  mott  distinguished  of  that  party,  a  son 
of  Vir);ims,  and  who,  during  ihe  whole  of  Mr.  Jefferaon'i 
adminittralion,  was  one  of  the  greateat  ornaments  and 
most  dittinjcuished  champions  uf  republicanism  in  Con- 
great.     I  allude  to  William  D.  Giles. 

Afler  dwelling  at  some  length  upon  the  first  part  of  a 
conversation  whtch  bad  become  the  aubjectof  a  newapa- 
per  diacuaaion,  Mr.  Oilea  proceeded  tbui: 

"  I  remarked  that  I  always  had  been,  and  still  waa,  a 
friend  of  the  Union!  yet  if  the  meaaurcs  proposed  were 
to  be  adopted  as  permanent  systems,  I  would  rather  see  a 
separation  of  the  Union,  upon  proper  and  pacific  ar- 
rangemenl*,  than  be  perpetually  aubject  to  all  the  per. 
nicious  consequence*  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  ne- 
cessarily Bow  from  them.  I  conudered  disunion  as  ■ 
.  deplorsble  event j but  Icisdeplorable  thanaperpetuity  of 
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peloity  of  esMMve  debti,  perpetuity  ot  • 
utd  *II  Ibe  opprcMire  coniequencc*  rewl  tins' thenfKHD . 
I  expUined  nirther  bj  nyin;  that  I  boped  ihue  prop[>- 
■itioiM  would  never  be  nutured  into  polilickl  (yateuut 
that  I  truited  the  ccmititutiontl  corrective'  would  won 
be  appliedi  tbkt  ifter  the  people  sbuuld  became  ip- 
prized  of  the  vtiftce  of  exciting  uid  playing  off  Ibeir 
prejiidicH  in  one  part  of  tbe  ITnion  apiinsl  their  pr^u- 
dicet  in  anotheri  after  (bey  abalt  become  btigued  vitb 
tbe  rarioui  deliuionj  pracliied  upon  them  by  intereited 
partiMiMt  ttMf  will  liaten  to  the  voice  of  Intereat,  and 
in  •  regular  and  conatitutional  way  relieve  thcmaelvea 
Awn  their  oppreMiona,  if  they  ^ould  unfortunately  be 
■jrttenatiied." 

Tbew  prooraandrererenceaeitabliah  beyond  cavil  tbe 
truth  of  wbat  I  have  aa'td  ai  to  the  cloae  memblance  be- 
tween the  partiei  in  power  in  1798  ant  at  (he  preaent 
ntoment  The  analu^  ia  nuuilfeat  in  the  powcn  mm- 
nted  by  and  for  Ibe  Eieoative,  in  the  policy  in  relation 
to  a  lUndin^  army  and  a  i^reat  naval  eatabli^ment,  aed 
in  manj'  of  the  practice*  of  the  party  then  and  now  in 
power.  Sir,  the  doclrinei  and  practicei  of  the  party  in 
power  in  179S,  I  affirm,  are  vindicated  and  juatified  by 
the  courie  and  prineiplea  of  the  one  now  in  tbe  aicend- 
eney.  Tbe  genileawn  from  Uaaaacbuietti  [Ur.  Anui] 
H  not  (o  inconnatentataooteof  hiafonner  frienda  have 
•oppoaed  him.to  lie.  Heia  now  lupportin^  the  prineiplea 
to  whicb  he  adhered  during  hia  own  adminlatraiion,  and 
which  be  ia  abo  impelled  to  auatwn  by  tbe  moit  power- 
ful and  inlereating  ooniiilerationi  ariaing  out  of  the  rec- 
ollection who  it  waa  that  held  the  reina  of  government 
in  1798>  The  gentleman  from  UaiaBchiiaetti  haa  rot 
changed  hia  princi^ilea,  but  (he  dominant  party  liave  be- 
'  '  '  i«  doclrinea  and  policy.  I  infer  that 
orl  them  in  all  their  meuur 
Ml,  upon  reflection,  I  hive 
tight  to  make. 

But,  air,  aianninr  and  dangeroua  aa  were  the  preten- 
liana  of  Ibe  federaT  party  in  1748,  it  wa*  leu  dangeroas 
to  Ibe  country  and  ita  inititutiona  than  the  one  which  ii 
DOW  leeking  lo  perpetuate  ita  power  and  maxima.  Tbe 
party  in  power  m  1798  had  the  franlineiB  and  manlineaa 
ge  and  avow  their  prineiplea.     They  openly  pro- 


fron  the  openarowal  of  their  real  prinoiplea.  Tberu. 
tume  tbe  niaak  of  republicanai  and,  while  they  practiae 
upon  many  of  tlie  moat  odioua  maxiou  of  the  party  in 
power  in  1798,  they  do  all  in  the  iwma  of  democracy  and 

If  any  one  ahall  object  (o  tbia  diicuiaion  becauie  it 
aavora  of  Pretident-nukinr,  if  anv  gentleman  ahall  be 
dehided  by  the  opinion  Inat  lopica  directly  connected 
with  the  polilica  of  Ibe  day  ahould  be  excluded  from 
thia  hall,  1  aak  him  to  reflect  fur  a  moment  upon  the 
&ct,  that  no  aubjeot  at  thia  day,  of  impurtanee,  doea  or 
can  ariae  in  Congreai,  which  ia  not  luitiined  or  opposed, 
and  finally  decided,  upon  prineiplea  and  motives  which 
enter  dircctlv  and  deeply  Into  the  presidential  canvaaa, 
and  ultimately  decide  that  iaaae.  And  when,  wr,  the 
action  of  this  House,  and  ao  great  a  proportion  of  the 
buunesi  of  the  House,  are  dictated  and  controlled  by 
party  views,  and  to  advance  or  depress  tbe  prospects  of 
one  or  Ibe  other  of  tbe  candidaiea  for  the  presidency, 
•ball  it  be  held  improper  to  apeak  out,  to  avow  openly, 
and  vindicate  in  debate,  tha  motives  and  principles  which 
Ktoally  govern  our  votes'  air,  does  not  every  gentle- 
man know  that  the  very  Brat  business  of  the  seMion, 
I  mean  tbe  election  of  tbe  principal  officers  of  the  House, 
and  that  one,  especially,  who  ia  known  to  possess  great 
power  and  influence  in  abapuig  and  directing  Ibe 
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do  so  without 
the  slightest  feeling  on  my  part  against  any  portion  of 
Ibe  members  who  compose  it.  That  election,  sir,  was 
openly  claimed  and  boasted  of  in  the  cdumns  of  tb« 
party  press,  aislest  of  the  strength  of  the  parly  attach- 
ed to  the  interest  of  the  Vice  Present. 

But,  Mr.  Cbsirman,  it  has  of  late  became  more  im- 
portant than  at  any  former  period  in  the  hiatoryoftbe 
Government  that  thia  aubject  of  President-making  ahould 
be  taken  up  lerioualy,  and  made  a  part  of  the  regular 
buiineas  of  Congress.  By  force  of  Ihat  ayalem  of  par^ 
organitilion  and  discipline  which  ia  now  rapidly  matu- 
ring and  spreading  itself  ovar  the  country,  it  muat  soon 
come  to  pass  (ir,  indeed,  it  ia  not  now  the  cue)  that 
the  election  of  a  Preaident  will  determine  every  other 
queation  of  public  policy  or  public  interest  for  at  least 
(our  years,  and  perhaps  eighi.  If  tbis  b«  so,  if  it  be 
true  (hat  every  thing  is  to  be  settled  by  the  decrees  of 
the  party,  and  that  the  President,  as  the  held  of  th« 
psrly,  is  only  the  orgsn  throogh  which  their  decree  li 
to  becommunicsled  to  Congreai,  then  I  appeal  to  you, 
sir,  whether  you  [Mr.  Hixaa]  would  not,  upon  reflee* 
sion,  retract  a  sentiment  expressed  the  other  day,  and 
admit  the  importanee  of  diseuaaing  every  queMioa  «ob- 
nected,  nearly  or  remotely,  with  the  prendential  cleo- 
tionP  I  repeat  that.  If  the  doctrine  bio  ba  established 
that  no  member  of  thia  House  who  professes  to  belong  to 
the  party  in  power  esn  vote  igainat  a  measure  recom- 
mended either  publicly  or  privat^y  by  the  PreHdent,mifa- 
out  incurring  the  imputation  of  deserting  bii  party,  (and 
auch,  I  believe,  is  the  rigor  of  the  new  syitem  of  psrty 
tactics  in  operstionj)  if  whatever  the  Preudent  recom- 
mends cannot  be  resisted  by  the  party  which  profess  to 
support  him,  I  assert  that  Ihia  subject  of  President-ma- 
king is  the  firstand  most  important  that  can  and  ought  to 
occupy  our  attention.  If  the  result  of  an  election  is  to 
annihilate  the  independent  power  of  action  by.  Congress, 
and  put  every  thing  in  the  handa  of  the  Prerident  of  a 
party,  it  Is  time  not  only  to  awert  the  right  to  discnsi 
the  question  here,  but  to  do  it  promptly,  freely,  and 
fully;  and  It  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  it  b  not  done. 
There  u  strong  reaaon  to  believe  tbat  the  obligationa  of 
party  are  held  ao  sacred  that  none  who  belong  to  tb« 
msiority  dare  lo  do  any  thing  whicb  the  President  ahall 
fotliid,  or  lo  fail  in  the  aupport  of  whatever  be  ahall 
recommend.  Have  we  not  lately  seen  the  force  of  thb 
obligation  to  be  lo  itrong  in  tbis  House,  that  the  aliaolut* 
power  of  peace  and  of  war  wu  ready  to  be  yielded  up, 
in  effect,  into  the  hand*  of  one  man?  Coming  to  thb 
Houae  under  the  extraordinary  party  pledges  usual  in 
popular  elections  of  late,  1  hope  it  will  not  be  regarded 
Bs  improper  or  disrespectful  to  ask  if  the  President  had, 
during  the  late  cri«B,  said  "aremust  have  war,"  wooU 
the  parly  in  tbU  House  have  bad  the  power  to  gainsay 
it?  War  we  rouit  then  have  bad,  and  the  moral  power 
waa  not  in  thb  House  to  rerist  i^  whstever  may  have 
been  the  private  opiniona  of  honorable  member*  of  ttm 
wisdom  of  auch  a  measure. 

No  occaaion  can  be  more  appropriate  for  the  discus- 
sion of  the  prineiplea  and  practice*  of  tbe  Oovemment 
than  tbe  one  presented  by  the  appropriation  bills,  pre- 
sented as  a  whole.  It  is  proposed  to  increase  the  an- 
nual ezpenditare  for  the  military  defences  of  the  ooud- 
try  and  internal  improvement  ten  millions  in  ana  year. 
It  b  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Government.  Soex- 
Iravagant  a  propOMtion  U  unknown  in  our  anital*.  Tb« 
results  ofthb  new  policy  are  beyond  the  ken  or  concep- 
tion of  many  i  but  Ihoae  who  pbnned  it  understood  IbcB 
well  enough,  though  it  may  not  be  dearable  to  their  in- 
tereiU  to  avow  them  all  at  once.  The  first  inevitable 
result  of  this  policy,  if  it  shall  be  sanctioned  by  CongreM, 
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win  be  the  introduction,  in  ■  thort  period,  of  n  Inereued 
and  oppreuire  lyttem  of  tnition.  An  inereued  kn- 
n<nl  expenditure  of  ten  millions  nujr  be  met  Tor  ■  Tew 
vears  Trim  tbt  present  lourcei  orrerenue;  but  the  pub- 
lic landi'  ire  now  in  ■  lUte  of  luch  npid  CEliRiratlon, 
thit  very  toon  we  will  ftnd  our  revenue  from  thit  quar- 
ter  reduced  to  a  million  or  lew.  The  public  worl» 
which  we  are  now  about  to  coTmienee  moat  be  carried 
on,  and  funda  will  )iave  to  be  raiaedto  tupport  thnae 
which  m»y  be  completed  in  the  mean  time.  Then  cornea 
ft  new  and  increased  ijitem  of  taailion,  aa  a  matt 
eoune,  with itiuiual  train  oferila.  But  wbatwillbea more 
•eriouB  conaeqiience,  ia  the  great  incrcale  of  the  army 
■nd  navy,  which  cannot  Tail  to  roilow  the  adoption  orthia 
new  and  extravafpint  pcilicy.  When  all  (he  nav^  yard*, 
•nij  all  the  new  Tartificationa  now  proposed  to  t>e  eatab- 
liahed,  shall  be  eompieted,  a  atnnding  army  ot  lesa  than 
Sfteen  or  twenty  thotiaand  men  would  not  be  thou|fht 
of  or  tolerated  under  the  new  impulse  which  is  aoon  to 
be  given  to  the  military  spirit.  Indeed,  less  than  that 
number  would  not  be  sufficient  to  g;uard  our  Western 
fiwitier,  and  at  the  nma  time  secure  ao  many  forlificft- 
tlons  upon  the  leacoast  against  surpriae.  Aa  to  the  navy, 
kfVer  such  gigantle  preparatlana  Tor  the  improvement 
sod  increase  of  It  as  are  now  propowd,  will  a  navy  of 
Um  than  one  hundred  ships  of  war  in  commiaaion  be  re- 
prded  as  at  all  admissible  for  a  country  Of  such  resour- 
eea,  or*ueh  character  and  importance  in  theacale  ofn*. 
fiou?  aaefa  are  the  viewa  of  grandeur  and  powerwhieh 
ate  now  bef^nninr  to  ezerciae  an  important  influenee 
over  the  eourae  of  many  of  the  leading  men  in  power- 
Some  opinion  may  be  farmed  of  ibe  maf^niflcencc  of  the 
project)  of  the  party,  from  the  declaration  upon  thia 
■ubject  of  the  ^nlleman  from  New  Tork,  [Mr.  Ciw- 
aaniKS,]  made  in  the  courM  of  hisremariiiupoii  the  res- 
■ilntion ofthe gentleman frnm Uaaaaclmietti [Mr.  Adaks. ] 
HiatKentlemanexpressedthehopelhatinaaliort  timewe 
would  see  the  navy  of  this  country  placed  upon  a  foot- 
ing to  cope  with  the  moat  powerful  maritime  Power  of 
Europe!  Wba  does  not  aee  from  all  this  Ibat  we  are  to 
hare  an  Increased  tariffin  due  aeason,  and  that  the  man. 
tg«ra  ofthe  party  are  preparing  to  claim  ttie  aupport  of 
the  ma  Hit  fact  uri  DP  Inleresia' 

But  if  we  should  be  aittisfied  that  it  i*  the  true  policy 
of  Ibe  country  to  adopt  the  plan  of  defending  the  coun- 
try by  fortifications,  no  matter  st  whit  cosli  to  ineresse 
the  army  and  nsry,  at  the  risk  even  of  an  increased  sys- 
tem oftaxation,  alii)  tlie  Inquiry  and  discussion  which  1 
propose  to  ga  into  will  be  of  greai  importsnoe.  Tlie  ays- 
tcin  of  public  defence  may  be  wiae  and  prudent  in  itselft 
Init  the  time  and  manner  of  carrying  it  into  execution 
wy,  and  does,  demand  a  aeparate  consideration.  The 
improvement  ofthe  niTy,  and  the  new  fortifications  pro- 
jaotcd,  it  ia  eitimaleil,  will  require  an  annual  expendi- 
ture often  milliona  for  (rn  yearsi  making  •  total  of  one 
hundred  millions.  The  faithhil  and  judicious  application 
of  thia  vast  fund,  supposing  it  to  be  settled  that  it  ahall 
be  expended  upon  these  objects,  becomes  a  subject 
of  the  decpeit  interest  to  the  whole  country.  The  coun- 
tiy  bas  a  right  tn  inquire,  who  are  the  a^nta  and  pub- 
lio  servanta  about  to  be  intrusted  with  the  dirtiune- 
nent  of  thia  enormous  capital?  Are  they  liiithfuP  Arc 
they  compelentr  Have  they  proved  themselvea  ao  epon 
paattrial^  Sir,  ■  great  preliminary  queation  ia  lobe 
settled  before  we  add  ten  millions  to  the  usual  annual 
•xpenditore.  It  ia  ■  qiieation  of  confidence  in  public 
Mtvants,  aa  well  aa  expediency.  Whoarelhey  thatde- 
Ma»d  from  the  repreaentativea  ofthe  people  thia  signsi 
nark  of  confidence;  lo  place  ten  milliona  in  their  hands, 
during  the  preient  year,  more  than  at  any  former  period  ' 
Aretbeylhenme  public  servants  who  have  had  charge  of 
the  public  defences  during  our  late  difficulties  witli 
fraiKe,  and  under  whose  auperintcndenea  tticy  have  auf- 


fered  decay  and  dllapidKtian^  By  what  title  do  tbey  Mk 
thia  extraordinary  evidence  of  confidenoeF 

Sir,  they  uk  for  monej-  and  lacreated  iMn6d«tec;  wn 
denund  aorutiny  into  past  condiiot.  They  ask  for  re- 
ward  tor  payt  merit  and  aervicei  it  may  become  our  duty 
to  arraign  them  as  dehnqaentsbefiire  the  tribunal  of  the 
public,  instead  of  pouring  the  treasury  into  their  lapa. 
To  vote  money  i*  the  leatl  difficult  and  moK  pleaaaat 
duly  of  a  representative  of  Ihe  people.  It  requires  tiei- 
ther  experience,  industry,  talents,  nor  fidelity,  in  netB- 
bers.  But,  sir,  lo  see  and  to  provide  that  it  ahall  be 
faithfully  elpended,  and  applied  to  objecta  of  public 
utility,  is  a  more  diffienlt  ss  well  aa  more  tfflportanlpatt 
of  our  duty.  I  am  aware  that  upon  thia  question  ofooD- 
fidence,  and  competency  of  the  public  ofBcers  of  the 
Government,  as  well  aa  the  policy  of  making  Urge  ap- 
propriationa  for  building  up  thedefeneea of  Iha  country) 
there  Is  a  ready  and  concluatve  argument  at  hand  tn  (he 
mindi  of  many.  I  know  well  enough  that  all  obieetiou 
are'intended  to  be  met  and  put  down  here,  and  beloM 
IliB  people,  by  holding  up  for  their  due  regard  and  a» 
qiileaoenee  Iha  aenlimeni  and  recommendation  of  the 
bte  special  message  upon  French  affairs.  It  should  b« 
borne  in  mind  that  35,000  oopiei  of  Ihal  meswee  were 
ordered  to  be  primed  by  this  Uouset  ami  In  a  week  froa 
the  date  of  that  order,  the  whole  tiumber  watMid  toba 
published,  and  at  the  Jiapoaal  of  membcra,  when,  a4 
the  eame  time,  there  were  docwmenta  ordered  t«  bs 
printed  at  the  commencement  of  the  aeaion,  wbich  bad 
not  been  tbmiahed.  It  la  easy  to  penetrate  tbe  desifll 
of  thia  unutusl  despatch.  Thai  document  wsa  expected 
10  give  tone  to  public  aentiment,  generally  and  tpredily. 
The  effect  of  it  upon  this  Hoose,  after  it  had  bad  tims 
to  be  returned  upon  it  through  a  thousand  chsnneh,  wm 
relied  upon  to  pass  the  bill  neceasary  to  carry  thia  new 

Colicy  of  the  administration  Into  execution.  I  beg 
lave  to  read  a  single  paragraph  of  this  meaaage,  that  I 
may  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the  singular  character 
of  it: 

- "  I  may  be  permitted,  I  truat,  at  Ihia  tima,  withiNil  a 
auspieion  of  the  moat  remote  desire  to  throw  afTcensura 
from  tbe  Executive,  or  topoint  it  lo  any  clherdeparlmcnl 
or  branch  of  the  Government,  lo  refer  to  the  want  of  ef- 
fective preparation  in  which  our  country  aaa  found  at 
Ihe  bte  oriaia.  Krom  the  nature  of  our  inst>tution*( 
the  movements  of  the  Oovemment  in  preparation  for 
hoittlitiea  muat  ever  be  ton  slow  lor  tbe  exigencies  of  <»• 
expected  war.  I  submit  itthen  lo  you,  whether  the  Gral 
duty  we  owe  to  the  people  who  have  coii6ded  to  at  their 
power  ia  not  lo  pbeeourcountryin  SDchanattitudrsa*)- 
wava  to  be  soamply  supplied  with  the  meana  ofselfdcfeoee 
SI  to  afford  no  inducement  to  other  naiionstopreau  me  upon 
our  farbesrance,  or  to  expect  important  advantages  from 
a  sudden  anault,  either  upon  our  commerce,  our  ses- 
Goast,  or  ourlnterior  frontier.  In  case  of  the  commence' 
ment  of  hoatilities  during  the  receaa  oKongress,  the  tim* 
inevitably  elapung  before  that  body  could  be  ealled  to- 
gether, even  under  the  most  ftvorabic  circuinalanceii 
would  be  pregnat^l  with  danger,  and  if  we  eacaped  with- 
out rignaldiaasler  or  nstional  dishonor,  the  hsiariirf  both 
unnecessarily  incurred  could  not  fail  to  excite  a  feeling 
of  deep  reproach.  I  earnestly  recommend  loyou  there- 
fore, to  make  such  provisions,  that  in  no  future  timeshaH 
we  be  found  without  ample  means  to  repel  aggrearion, 
evan  alihough  it  may  come  upon  lu  without  a  note  of 
wamimr.  We  are  now.  fortunately,  ao  dloated  that  (bt 
expenditure  for  thia  purpose  will  not  be  fehi  and  if  it  were, 
'"  would  be  approved  by  ihoae  from  whom  all  its  mean* 
e  derived,  and  for  whose  benefit  only  it  should  be  used 
ith  a  liberal  economy  and  an  enlightened  fbreoasl." 
Here,  air,  we  baveadjalinclavowal  that  there  baa  been 
groaa  neglect  aomewhere-  That  is  something  gained;  tnil 
'left  doubinil  wbaiher  it  is  CengKM  or  tbe  Execoive 
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«te  ii  dMrgc^Ma  tUtb  tb*  iwglBM  «Md)  U  w  ■unireM 
MtootlforaraHaiekiiowleil^nient.  Itli  evident,  bow- 
•Mf,  tbM  Um  e(r«at  of  the  nMtier  of  IbliBdnMon  ii  to 
MM  the  ddinquenl^  whoever  Ibey  iMy  be,  and  to 
chtrp  the  deHim-hM  eondWon  ef  oar  coutitiy  *t  the 
late  ori^  to  the  natur*  of  our  Oovernment.  I  iba)!,  be- 
fore I  dt  down,  eiMkavor  to  vindtoaic  our  form  of  gov- 
crnoient  fton  IhU  cliM-g«,  at  leeat  ao  far  a*  concerrw  th« 
Ikle  defauh.  I  pledge  myielf  1o  *bow  who  were  the 
real  delinquenla,  and  what  w«re  their  employmenta 
when  tbry  diould  barebeen  taking  care  of  thepublle 
MfeijF  and  interMti.  Bat  there  appean  to  me  to  be  an 
Hicontistency  in  the  pana|^  I  have  juaC  read,  which  I 
oannot  omit  lo  point  wit.  In  one  part  of  the  p«r«{;raph 
thi*  lentiiaent  It  etprened: 

"  From  the  natore  of  our  inatitutiont,  the  mavemenii 
of  the  Government  in  prefiRr»liona  for  hoaiilitie*  mu«t 
ever  be  too  alow  for  Ihe  eitgcnciei  of  unezpeoted  war." 

In  another  part  of  the  aame  paragraph  we  And  thii 

"  I  eamnllj'  recomniend  to  fou,  therefore,  to  mtlce 
■uch  proviilunt,  that  in  no  ftiiure  time  ihill  we  be  found 
wilhout  ample  meanatoTepel  agfrrca^n,  even  although 
it  may  come  upon  «•  wilhout  a  note  of  warning." 

Now,  air,  I  do  not  know  that  it  Is  proper  to  comtder 
thia  paaaafe  aa  the  rraalt  of  deliberation,  or  to  criti- 
oiae  too  oloacly  a  paper  which,  like  many  of  the  aame 
kind,  have  oflen  to  be  drawn  up  withoot  affording  lime 
fbr  ckiM  or  aeearate  revi«i»ni  but  it  ii  manlfeat  that  thIa 
docqaaent  waa  Intended  and  expected  to  produce  renihi 
of  the  greatett  ImpovUnce  to  the  country.  It  wai 
doubtlcM  Intended  to  prepare  and  reconcile  the  public 
mind  to  the  change  of  policy  by  the  party  in  power,  and 
to  give  popularity  to  the  project  of  expending  the  turplut 
Mvenue  upon  Mieh  object*  »  would  raiae  ui  to  the  Hnt 
rank  alwong  nattona  in  military  and  naval  power.  I  re- 
gard it,  thcreforv,  n  entirely  prapsr  lo  point  out  any  in- 
ooniiitency  which  may  impair  the  effect  of  it.  It  would 
be  idle  to  vole  a  hundred  million*  to  the  public  defence 
of  the  country,  if  it  be  true  that,  by  muonof  ihe  nature 
of  our  GevarnroenI,  it  ii  Impoaaibla  that  the  country  can 
ever  be  put  into  a  condition  to  meet  the  emergency  of 
•udden  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  regaril  Ihe  tinw  as  particularly  prO' 
pitout  to  a  general  review  of  the  conduct  and  principlei 
of  men  in  power,  eapeeially  In  reference  lo  the  public 
defence!-  The  French  qaevlion  it  at  an  end,  and  we 
can  now  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  public  ofGoera 
who  are  rraponKble  for  titem,  and  hold  ihem  up  naked 
to  tlie  worU,  without  a  risk  of  expoaing  our  weaknet* 
to  a  public  enemy.  A  lime  of  peace,  too,  it  ia  nid,  la 
the  time  to  prepare  for  war.  Thia  i*  Ihe  great  maxim 
upon  which  the  new  policy  of  the  adminlitnlion  ia  ex- 

Keoted  to  be  aupporled.  A  true  and  wiie  maiim  it  ii, 
Dt  one  whiob  ia  only  half  undcretood  by  thoae  in  whoae 
moutha  we  moat  frequenily  find  it.  Many  (uppooe  that 
Ihe  only  preparation  for  war  conalsl*  in  increasing  our 
military  and  naval  eatibliihments.  The  great  minister 
of  the  fourth  Henry  of  Prance,  who  waa  jumamed  the 
Qrcat,  ttndentood  the  full  import  of  lliia  maiifll.  The 
beat,  the  trueat,  and  mott  eReotive  preparation  for  war 
IB  to  take  care  that  all  the  important  depirtmenia  of 
the  civil  adminiitration  are  in  a  lound  and  healthful  con- 
dition, e*pecially  those  connected  with  the  &«cal  resour- 
cci  of  the  country,  and  thoae  which  are  the  key*  to  pub- 
Mo  conftdenee.  If  they  be  diaordered  and  der«nged 
when  entering  upon  a  war,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  a 
Mfceetarul  and  economical  management  of  the  public 
eredit  and  rvaeureet^  or,  in  other  word*,  of  the  tinew* 
of  war.  There  can  be  no  reform  in  time  of  war.  Public 
confidence  ia  a*  eatentlal  lo  the  aupport  of  war  ai  money 
In  truth,  it  ii  eonlldence  which  aupptlet  money. 
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fenoe  and  efffaittve  preparation  fbr  war,  begin  at  the  right 
point:  correct  the  abuM*  in  yonr  civil  amoiniitration — 
repibte  and  diaeipline  your  hooaehold  troopa.  When 
you  have  done  thia,  and  nrt  before,  may  you  feel  aecarc 
of  the  faithful  and  tkilful  application  of  the  public  treaa- 
ure  to  tlie  pubfic  drfencei  and,  when  war  ahall  aetuillr 
come,  aueeeat  and  victory  cannot  fail  to  crown  your 

But  there  ia  a  alronger  juttiBeatlan  than  any  I  have 
yet  mentioned,  of  the  courte  of  diacuaaion  and  acrutiny 
whichlpropoae.  It  ia,  thai  no  time  ia  lobe  lost  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  public  lo,  and  ezpodng,  aome 
late  practicea  of  the  party  in  power — practciet  which 
aVe  of  Ihe  moat  miichievoua  and  alarming  tendency.  We 
have  too  long  alept  upon  Ihi*  aubject.  Every  moment 
of  allent  acquieacence  here  tends  to  give  currency  and 
■upporl  to  these  dangerous  innovationa,  in  the  miada  of 
the  people-  If  there  were  but  one  loice  to  he  lifted 
up  in  this  Rouse  against  the  hte  conduct  of  the  parly, 
it  ought  to  be  inatantly  and  boldly  uttered.  Besides  the 
direct  interference  of- public  officers  of  Ihe  hil^eit  grade 
in  the  election  of  men^bera  lo  both  House*  of  Congreat, 
i*  not  the  Executive  Chief  Magiatraie  engaged  in  the 
canvaas,  the  open  advocate  and  champion  of  ihe  elec- 
tion of  the  Vice  President  tothe  presidency?  Hav^we 
not,  in  bet,  a  Government  oandidale  for  the  prciidency, 
aupporled  by  the  whole  power  and  influence  of  Ihe  Ex- 
ecutive? Are  not'the  whole  train  of  pubjic  uffieeri^ 
with  all  their  dependants,  in  the  field,  in  full  cry,  hark- 
ing away,  and  hunting  down  every  man  who  darea  la 
interpose  hia  influence  against  the  consummation  of  their 
plana?  I  here  in  my  pUee  drelirc  there  is  such  a  can- 
didate, who,  should  be  be  elected,  may  be  said.lo  have 
succeeded  to  the  pteiidency  aa  truly  and  manifestly 
through  the  power  and  Influence  of  Ihe  Gorernment,  as 
though  he  had  been  appointed  to.  the  auccession,  and 
actually  installed  in  office  by  his  prcdeceisor.  I  do  not 
ny  that  every  individual  in  office  is  giving  himself  up  to 
thisservlceilknow  there  are  many  Ii  on  orab  I  e  exceptions! 
but  as  a  clan,  a  corps,  what  I  have  said  of  the  public 
officer*  I  reaffirm.  Sir,  how  long  is  thi*  state  of  thing* 
to  continue,  before  any  solemn  opinion  shall  be  eipreiKd 
by  this  House  in  regard  to  it?  Thi*  interference  of  Ihe 
Govemmeiil  in  the  election  of  a  aucceaaor  has  been  open 
and  noloriout  for  the  last  nine  or  twelve  monthi.  A 
senion  of  Congreia  in  the  mean  time  has  inte^vined; 
more  than  three  months  hare  elapsed  since  its  commence- 
ment, and  yet  no  reaolution  hat  been  offered — no  notice 
of  any  kind  taken  of  to  exiniordinary  a  stale  of  thln^ 
We  have,  too,  a  House  of  Bepreaentativea,  in  which 
there  are  said  to  be  one  hundred  and  forty  members, 
who  profess  to  be  republicans!  the  disciples  and  follow- 
ers of  Jefferson!  ind  not  one  of  them  haa  lifted  up  hia 
voice  here  lo  denounce  a  practice  so  dangerous,  and 
destructive  of  the  constitutional  guarantees  of  our  liberty! 
How  sre  we  lo  account  for  this  silence?  Is  it  agreed  by 
the  pariy  thti  there  is  no  method  of  perpetuating  their 
power  but  by  a  regular  line  of  succeaaion?  Ia  Ihla  si- 
lence the  result  of  a  delibersle  judgment,  in  favor  of  tho 
practice  of  employing  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the 
Executive  in  behalf  of  the  regularly  nominated  candidate  t 
Sir,  I  hope,  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  that  it  Is  not. 
But  1  have  lately  witneaaed  tbe  rapid  progrett  of  error 
on  thia  subject,  not  only  in  tbe  mlnda  of  individuals,  but 
of  a  whole  comtounit^i  and  it  it  melancholy  to  reflect 
how  Budden  and  precipitate  may  be  the  overthrow  of  alt 
thoae  principle*  and  maxicD*  which  have  heretofore  been 
regarded  si  fundamental  and  etaentiti  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  our  institution*  and  the  public  liberty.  When 
the  Grtt  evidence  was  given  to  Ihe  public  of  a  direct  in- 
terference of  tbe  Executive  in  the  election  of  l|,l*  auc- 
ceaaor, scarcely  an  individual  of  the  party  could  be  heard 
10  defend  it.     Hot  in  a  few  short  months  every  support- 
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er  of  the  Vice  Pratidmt  In  that  Gommnniir  wm  reidjr 
10  alteil  his  Mnctian  of  the  practice,  m  Jum  and  expedi- 
ent, under  hit  hand  and  Mtl,  if  neccMuy.  It  it  time  to 
oppoie  ounclTCB  to  tbi*  error,  if  we  vould  mtc  tbe  con* 
■titutton. 

Mr.  Chwrnun,  I  hare  ipoken  with  grekt  freedom  of 
the  eourie  of  Ihe  party  in  power,  and  I  have  not  iparcd 
mf  centure  when  I  thought  it  «u  deaerred.     I  intend 


t  (bit  privilege  in  the  c 


the  remark!  I  yet  propose  to  tubmi 
myteir,  ilanding  in  Ihe  delicate  and  difficult  relation  I 
now  do  towards  that  party,  that  I  should  distinctly  de- 
clare the  nature  of  that  relation.  I  hare,  up  to  ■  late 
period,  given  a  general  support  to  Ihe  present  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government.  I  still  consider  myself  a 
snpporter  of  the  idminlatration,  upon  evcrv  leading  and 
important  queition  which  hai  arisen,  to  Ihe  same  extent 
to  which  1  formerly  gave  them  my  aupport,  except  those 
which  originated  in,  or  have  been  changed  and  modified 
by,  Ihe  Illegitimate  deiire  and  purpose  of  the  Executive 
to  secure  the  election  of  a  particuhr  and  farorile  suc- 
cessor. As  lo  all  the  principles  and  prMtiees  which 
have  proceeded  from  Ibla  aourcr,  I  am,  1  have  heen,  and 
I  am  firmly  resolved  still  to  be,  opposed,  ft  any  mem- 
ber of  tbia  House  can  claim  the  indulgence  of  tbe  com. 
mittee  in  commenting  freely  upon  the  present  state  of 
public  sRairs,  and  especially  upon  the  practices  and  ob- 
jects of  those  in  power,  when  it  is  remembered  by  whom 
and  in  what  manner  I  have  been  assailed,  I  think  I  may 
do  so.  It  is  not  only  due  to  myself,  hut  it  ia  due  to  the 
few  frlendi  with  whom  I  act  in  this  House.  I  owe  it  to 
many  of  those  of  the  Jackson  party  who  have  united 
their  interests  and  influence  with  the  party  which  is  at- 
tempting to  bring  in  the  Vice  President,  and  whom  I 
bope  I  may  still  claim  aa  my  peraonal  friend*,  to  vindi- 
cate Ihe  principles  which  hsve  Impelled  me  to  my  Isle 
course.  II  hai  been  nid  that  I  have  abandoned  the  par- 
ty to  which  I  once  belonged.  I  deny  that  the  party  now 
in  power  is,  properly  speaking,  and  if  principle  be  the 
teat  of  parly,  the  same  with  which  I  once  acted.  But, 
nr,  if  thii  be  the  parly  of  which  I  was  once  a  member,  I 
■m  free  to  admil,  and  I  am  ready  to  demonilrate  to  them 
and  the  world,  that  either  I  or  tbey  hive  proved  recre- 
ant and  faithless  to  every  cardinal  principle  and  polttieal 
virtue  which  they  once  professed  snd  avowed  as  the 
rules  of  their  conduct.  I  proceed  now  to  the  proofi) 
and  I  shall,  when  I  have  arrayed  them,  must  cheerfully 
submit  to  the  decision  of  the  public  upon  the  question 
whether  I  or  the  parly  are  the  culprits. 

[Here  Mr.  Bill  gave  way  to  a  motion  that  the  com- 
_'.••..  ^..       March   31st,  tlie  navy  bill  being  agsin 
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Mid  they  were  few  in  number  i  ihey  are  so.  For  the 
sake  of  the  country,  I  could  with  the  number  greater* 
but  for  Ihe  honor  of  the  enterprise  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, t  would  not  add  a  unit  lo  It.  I  know,  too,  the 
exaot  extent  of  ihe  sympathiea  and  good  wishes  of  thoto 
who  constitute  the  larger  proportion  of  the  opposition 
in  Ihia  House  lo  the  party  of  the  succession,  to  which 
those  with  whom  I  act  may  lay  claimi  but  1  am  content 
lo  receive  their  counteaftnce  and  support,  however  limi- 
ted it  may  be. 

Hr.  Chairman,  «ome  of  thote  with  whom  1  formerly 
acted  in  this  House  did  not  think  my  declaration  upon 
the  nature  of  my  present  relations  to  the  party  in  power 
suHlciently  explicit.  I  csn  have  no  poaslble  motive 
to  assume  an  equivocal  pouiion,  either  before  the  conv 
mittee  or  the  country  i  on  the  contrary,  I  conaider  my 
honorM  stake  in  taking  a  different  course.  I  therefore 
repeat,  that  I  shall  support  sU  Ihe  meuure*  of  this  ad- 


wbieh  [  shall  Bnd  to  be  In  accardaiwe  witk 
its  early  avowed  principle*.  In  the  »mt  manner  and  to 
thesameextent  I  have  tuthertodone  i  andIshaU(q>po*« 
with  all  my  influence  snd  ability,  whatever  tbey  may  b« 
Worth,  every  measure,  every  pmctice  and  movement  at 
the  party,  which  can  be  traced  to  the  policy  or  motive 
of  electing  the  executive  favorite  to  the  sueeeSMon.  If 
tbe  declaration  that  I  hold  myself  still  the  supporter  of 
the  admi  nisi  ration,  lo  any  extent  ahall  appear  incontia- 
tent  with  my  volea  upon  to  many  pany  question*  which 
arise  in  this  House  from  day  lo  day,  1  con  only  answer  ' 
that  it  ia  not  my  fault  if  Ihe  party  action  of  Ibis  Bous* 
shall,  in  almost  every  instance,  have  a  direct  reference 
not  la  the  support  of  General  Jackson  so  much  as  to  the 
election  of  a  particular  candidate  Ihe  presidency. 

I  now  proceed  to  notice  briefly  those  leading  end 
prominent  principles  and  profeasions  of  the  original 
Jackson  party,  which  thoee  who  now  claim  to  be  locii- 
tical  with  that  party  have  abandoned  and  disregarded  in 
practice. 

The  original  supporters  of  Genctal  Jackson  ftd  vacated 
his  election  sgainii  Hr.  Crawford,  the  candidate  nomi- 
nated according  to  party  ussge,  upon  the  ground  that 
the  practice  of  caucus  nominations  of  a  President  df  the 
United  Slates  wis  ■  violation  of  tbe  spirit  of  the  eomti- 
tulion,  as  it  tended  to  defeat  the  contingent  ri^hl  of  the 
small  State*  to  have  an  equal  rote  in  Ihe  election  of  that 
high  officer,  s«  often  a«  the  election  might  devolve  upon 
the  House  of  Representatives.  They  aba  olqectea  to 
such  nominations,  because  they  were  effected  by  in- 
trigue snd  corrupt  influence*  i  and  upon  the  further 
ground  that  Ihey  tended  to  defeat  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent voice  of  the  people.  All  the  objections  to  a 
nomination  by  a  congremtonal  caucus  app'ir  with  still 
greater  farce  to  a  nomination  by  a  convention  of  pre- 
tended delegate*  from  the  people,  such  ss  we  have 
lately  seen  at  Baltimore,  lo  Ihe  first  canva**  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  this  was,  in  a  veir  lar^e  scclion  of  lb* 
Union,  decidedly  the  rooat  popuUr  and  available  argu- 
ment against  the  candidate  who  had  the  advantage  of  a 
nomination  by  the  republican  party.  Bat  now,  Hr,  no 
man  is  admitted  to  be  a  Jackson  own,  or  a  supporter  of 
his  administration,  who  refuses  lo  admit  tbe  practice  irf 
esucus  nominationa  to  be  orthodox,  and  to  subteribe  to 
the  obligation  of  acquiescence  and  absolute  obedience. 
It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  very  individual  (Hr. 
Grundy)  who,  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
represent  in  part,  wa*  Ihe  moat  aelive  and  powerful  o|>< 
ponent  of  tbe  practice  of  caucus  nominations  in  1924,  it 
now  the  leader  of  the  pariy  in  that  State  which  lupporta 
the  candidate  of  Ihe  Baltimore  convention '. 

In  General  Jackson's  second  csnvast  Air  Ihe  office 
which  he  now  holda,  conimencing  in  1835,  Ihe  firal,  - 
most  exciting,  and  one  of  the  most  important  positions 
or  prihdples  assumed  by  his  friends  was,  that  the  right 
of  the  people  lo  elect  the  PrcHdent  should  be  rescued 
from  the  hands  of  political  managera  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  and  vindicated  and  secured  to  ihcm  by  new 
constllutionsl  guarantees.  The  recent  election  of  the 
gentleman  from  HasMchusetta  who  sits  before  me  [Mr. 
Adiks]  had  given  rise  to  this  feeling  and  determination 
of  the  Jackson  party.  Hence  Ihe  proporitlon  lo  amend 
the  constitution,  so  »»  forever  to  prevent  Ihe  recurrence 
of  a  similar  event,  was  taken  up  and  proclaimed  as  • 
capital  object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  election  of 
Gener«l  Jackwrn.  So  aerious  and  obligatory  was  thia 
engagement  of  bis  original  supporters  regarded  by 
General  Jackson,  thst  he  bs«  Mt  himself  bound,  in 
common  decency  and  candor,  to  bring  the  subject  of 
an  amendment  of  Ihe  constitution  to  the  notice  of  Con- 
gress at  the  beginning  of  every  sesaion  of  his  adminis- 
tration. But  what  has  been  the  result  r  The  psrty  which 
now  hu  the  tMurance  to  claim  to  be  the  only  and  CX- 
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my  remirks.  They  Rppe»r  la  bive  ci 
■tuiding  iliMnK  thenuelTn  to  regard  all  that  (he  Preii- 
dent  ii  in  the  tubit  of  Tcpeafing  at  each  wnian  upon 
tbu  lubjeot  01  an  emptj'  form.  It  hkt  never  been  made 
a  pari;  queation  lince  General  Jickion'i  first  election. 
Tba  [ear  of  an  election  by  the  Houia  was  too  potent  an 
argument  in  fkror  of  caueiu  nomiiutiong,  to  be  dUpcn»ed 
with  by  asagacloui  party.     Another  and  rnolt  imporlant 

principle  awuiiied  by  the  Jackion  party  in  the 

l ^  1825  and  1S39  waa,  th«it 
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any  of  the  great  olfiaial  incunibenti  to  the  prendency 
should  be  broken  down.  It  wm  obserted  that,  in  the 
esrly  period  of  the  Gorernment,  it  had  come  to  be  con- 
■idernl  that  the  Vice  Preiident  ahould,  almott  aa  a  mat- 
ter of  courae,  and  of  right,  aucceed  to  the  preridency. 
TbeGnt  Hr.  Adami,  who  waiVice  Frei^nt  during  Gen- 
eral Waihinglon'a  adminiatration,  vaa  the  next  Prcn. 
dent.  Ur.  Vice  Prendent  JeiTeratiB  ou«tcd  Hr.  Adami, 
and,  no  doubt,  but  for  the  tuiddal  course  of  Mr.  Vice 
President  Burr,  he  would  hire  succeeded  Mr.  JelFer- 
•on  (•  President.  But  in  Ur.  Burr  the  regular  suc- 
eesnun  of  the  Vice  Preaident  to  ttie  presidency  was 
broken,  and  afterwards  tlie  Secretary  of  State  acquired 
something  like  a  prescriptiTe  right  to  succeed  to  (be 
prendency.  We  must  sit  remember  the  sentiment  of 
a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Hr.  Clay,) 
expressed  In  justification  of  his  vote,  as  a  member  of 
tbii  House,  in  ftvor  of  the  gentleman  from  Hassicbu- 
selt^  [Ur.  Aduis,]  upon  this  subject:  he  svuwed  the 
opinion  that  the  election  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  presidency  was  a  safe  precedent.  How  obnoxious 
this  doctrine  sooit  became,  and  how  much  the  author  of 
it  suffered  in  the  estimation  of  the  honest  and  stem 
yedmanry  of  the  country  who  supported  General  Jack- 
son, are  well  known.  It  wis  said,  that  if  the  prece- 
dent of  electing  any  of  tiie  great  ofBoers  of  the  Gov- 
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rily  lead  to  great  abuses  of  the  patronage  and 
fluence  <rf'  the  Executive)  that  a  public  officer  of  so 
higit  a  grade,  being  always  near  the  Oovernment,  and 
conatiiuling  a  part  of  it,  would  always  be  able,  with  a 
very  smsll  share  of  address,  to  conciliate  the  favor  and 
support  of  the  Eieeulive.  Usve  these  arguments  Tost 
their  force  by  tbe  mere  kpie  of  time*  Do  they  not 
carry  with  ibcm  the  sime  weight  and  conclusive neis 
now,  Dial  tbcy  did  during  (he  canvisi  which  brought 
General  Jackson  into  power?  Yet,  sir,  do  we  not  see 
in  tbe  support  which  is  given  by  the  Government  to  the 
Vice  President  this  important  principle,  these  solid  argu- 
meats,  all  set  a«de  and  irampleil  under  foot  by  the 
parly  whlcii  still  bears  the  name  of  Jackson? 

It  was  also  ■  favorite  principle,  and  a  mg*t  eReetive 
topic  of  electioneering  declamation  of  the  Jackson  party, 
that  the  purity  and  milepcndence  of  the  public  press 
^ould  be  guarded  and  protected  by  legal  restrictions 
and  provision*  agunst  llie  influence  and  control  of  the 
Executive.  It  wsa  ihought  by  the  Jackson  party  in 
former  years  that  (30,000,  disbursed  at  the  discretion  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  State,  was  sufficient  to  corrupt,  in  a 
dangerous  degree,  the  entire  public  press.  The  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  it  was  seriously  contended, 
ought  to  be  limited  by  law,  lo  as  to  prevent  tiie  potBble 
abuse  of  this  Aind,  by  bellowing  it  upon  polltlcsl  parti- 
san*. Who  among  us  does  not  remember  the  {sinous 
readulion  of  a  gentleman  from  North  Carorinft  [Mr. 
Saunders]  upon  tbi*  tubjeo*  and  th«  equally  fiunoiu 


debate  that  arose  upon  M  It  waa,  I  believe,  a  favorite 
scheme  of  my  colleague,  who  is  now  the  prcaiding  officer 
of  thia  Ilou*e,  [Mr.  Poik,^  to  take  from  tbe  Secretary 
of  State  the  power  of  designating  the  publishers  of  the 
laws,  and  to  vest  it  in  the  House  of  Rrpresenlativest  so 
important,  at  that  day,  was  tbs  purity  of  the  public  preie 
regarded  by  (he  Jackaon  party!  I  well  remember  what 
decided  effect  waa  produced  upon  the  mind*  of  tbe 
.  eople  in  tbe  Stale  which  I  represent  in  part,  and  what 
indignation  was  excited  by  tbe  single  act  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  the  late  administrstion,  of  taking  the 
printing  of  the  laws  from  the  Nashville  Republican,  a 
paper  friendly  to  the  election  of  General  Jackson,  and 
giving  it  lo  Ibe  Whig,  a  )>sper  published  in  the  same 
place,  and  supposed  lo  be  in  Ihe'interest  of  the  admin- 
istration. Well,  sir,  in  tbe  vicissitude  of  human  affairs, 
it  so  happened  that  the  party  in  whose  cause  (he  Nadi- 
villa  Bepublican  had  suffered  came  to  be  uppermost,  and 
it  was  restored  to  ila  former  rights  and  beneStst  but,  a* 
if  it  were  intended  to  manifest  the  utmost  possible  con- 
tempt for  the  early  principlea  of  Jacksonism,  and  lo  give 
the  most  unequivocal  guarantee  to  new  allies,  which  Iha 
nature  of  the  case  admits,  that  all  the  principles  avowed 
by  the  original  Jackson  party  are  henceforlh  and  forever 
to  be  repudiated  and  forgotten,  the  present  orthodox 
Secretary  of  State  has  recently  ordered  the  printing  of 
the  laws  lo  be  again  taken  trom  the  Nashville  Republi- 
can, which  ii  now  supporting  Judge  White  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  given  lo  the  Union,  a  paper  printed  in  the 
same  place,  a  paper  purely  partisan  in  ii(  character, 
newly  establisbed,  and  of  a  very  limited  circulation,  but 
in  the  interest  of  the  Vice  President.  The  Poaimaster 
General  has  added  his  testimony  to  that  of  the  SecreUry 
uf  State,  that  the  early  principles  identified  with  tho 
name  of  Jackson  are  no  longer  to  be  the  guide  of  Uie 
party  in  power.  He  has  not  only  appointed  a  printer  of 
a  newspaper  to  be  postmasiet  of  •  very  thriving  and 
considerablB  town  in  Tennessee,  but  the  printer  and  the 
postmaster  are  actually  suffered  to  meet  in  the  same 
office.  It  M  needless  to  say  that  thi*  printer  ia,  also,  an 
avowed  supporter  of  the  Vice  President.  Dut,  tir,  to 
enumerate  all  the  evidences  which  exist  to  show  the  de- 
libetele  purpose  of  Ibe  party  to  use  the  patronage  of  (be 
Government  In  seducing  tbe  public  press  to  their  inter- 
est*, would  br  exceed  the  limits  of  my  remarks. 

But  the  necessity  of  reform,  a  retrenchment  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Governmenl.and  the  reduction  and  limi- 
Ution  of  executive  patronage,  were  the  perpetual  theme* 
of  the  Jackson  party,  as  originally  constituted.  The 
Augean  stable,  over  which  the  gentleman  from  Uassa- 
chusetls  [Ur.  Adaks]  was  said  to  preside,  was  to  be 
cleansed!  the  number  of  executive  officers  was  to  be 
diminished;  and  the  discretionary  power  uf  the  President 
of  removing  at  changing  them  was  to  be  restrained  by 
legal  enactments.  The  principle  of  all  these  engage- 
ments of  the  party,  and  to  which  they  were  bound  by  the 
highest  obligalinni  of  truth,  honor,  and  pitriotisni,  was 
regarded  as  vital.  Corruption,  through  executive  pat- 
ronage, it  waa  foreseen,  would  become  so  universal  a* 
soon  to  sap  and  undermine  the  pure  foundation  of  our 
free  institutions,  and  convert  them  into  tbe  mere  inilru- 
mcnt  of  power  and  ambition.  How  these  promises  snd 
expectations  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  psrty  which  now 
wean  its  msntle^miy  be  inferred  from  these  fiuits:  first,  Ibe 


.  instead  ofbeingreformcdi  second,  the  e: 
penditures,  especially  in  those  branches  of  the  public 
service  most  liable  to  suspicion  and  abuie,  have  been  in- 
creaaed)  third,  public  offices  have  been  increased,  and 
nuuKFOU*  officer*  have  been  appointed,  some  with  dis- 
creiionary  and  arbitrary  allowancea,  and  some  with  an- 
nual Hiarie*)  witbout  neoesMty  or  yammt  of  law.    The 
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mknniBK  degree  'id  ■  mietf  of  w*y.  The  mart  obvioua 
mud  nbrminf  aceeMKni  of  e^soutive  pktr<MUg«,  powrr, 
uid  influsnce,  which  b**  taken  place,  has  proceeded 
IVomlbepoHcy  ofitie  adminiitMttan  in  putliniK  down  the 
United  Siatei  Bank.  Whaterer  maj  hftvB  been  tbe  mo- 
live,  hov«f  er  pure  and  honett  (be  pwrpoae,  the  effect 
of  that  pdia;  hai  been  laoet  clear!;  to  put  the  Treasury, 
the  monej  power  of  tbooouDtry,  atthealNnkitediapotal 
of  the  EKeculive.  When  ia  now  joar  TrcMury,  and 
by  what  guitdi  >■  it  watched  and  accured?  If  the  Freii- 
dent  ihwild  tbiitk  proper  to  convert  Ibe  entire  revenue 
of  the  GoTtmBeM  to  any  objecM  whatever  of  hii  own, 
wbelber  public  or  private,  i*  there  bdv  check  or  control 
eiiatinc  io  aoy  department  or  officer  of  Ibe  Oaveroment, 
or  anjFlaw,  according  totbecoBilructioB  which  hat  been 
put  upon  exiating  enaclmcatL  over  bii  will  or  comaand? 
Are  not  all  (be  deporitonta  of  the  puMic  mooe;  aeleoted, 
cbaofced,  and  the  trnna  of  their  connexion  with  the 
TreaiuTf  ModiAei),  at  the  mere  will  and  pleawirc  of  the 
Executive?  Can  be  not  order  the  public  money  to  be 
retained  in  the  lianda  of  the  coUectora  and  receiver*,  or 
paid  over,  juataa  he  ahaimiink  proper  to  direcl?  Thoug^i 
It  may  be  that  we  have  no  juat  ground  to  apprebend  any 
miaapplicalionof  tbepublicfuiKlabytbePreMdent,  (and 
I,  for  one,  certainly  have  noauch  leara,)  yet,  ia  it  fit  in 
a  republic  that  any  one  man,  no  matter  how  exalled  in 
the  public  eitimation,  should  have  it  In  hia  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  public  moneys  at  hia  discretion?  Is  it  fit,  I 
repeat,  thil  such  a  state  of  things  should  continue  even 
for  a  iliy?  But,  sir,  a  party  which  calls  itself  republican 
has  suffered  not  oaly  monttis,  but  years,  to  elapse,  under 
ita  adaiDislration  of  public  affair*,  without  providing  a 
remedy  for  ihia  evil. 

But,  although  we  may  have  no  feara  of  the  fidclily  of 
the  President,  to  far  aa  rrgarda  the  eipenditurea  of  the 
public  moseys  by  him,  yet  the  mischief  of  inercaaed 
executive  patronnge  ia  actually  abroad.  The  oontiaand 
•f  the  depositories  of  Ibo  puhlio  BMUCy  confers  upos  the 
Executive,  In  effect,  the  coalrol  of  every  bank  iu  the 
Union,  nearly  five  hundred  in  number.  It  ia  not  only 
the  deposits  banka  which  are  liable  to  become  the  ia- 
tiruments  of  hia  will  and  purpoaea,  in  the  selection  of 
their  ofiicen  and  in  the  general  management  of  their 
affairs,  but  the  control  whi^  be  exercisea  over  them 
clolbet  him  with  the  power  to  emttarr***  aiid  cripple 
the  opeiationa  of  every  other  bank  in  the  United  Statei^ 
if  he  shall  think  proper  to  exercise  it.  Does  any  one 
doubt  the  ability  of  the  Government,  acting,  through  an 
unofficial  and  irresponuble  agent,  upon  the  various  de- 
positories of  the  public  moneys,  to  bring  sudden  de- 
struction upon  the  interrsis  and  alTsirB  of  any  bank 
whatever,  which  may  incur  the  displeaaure  of  the  party 
in  power?  If  the  late  bank,  chartered  by  Penniylvanis, 
■ball  be  able  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  the  Govern- 
ment, 1  undertake  to  say  it  will  be  the  only  one  which 
can  hope  to  auslaln  itielf  in  Mcb  a  conflict.'  The  very 
consoiouaneas  thai  the  power  exiaU  in  the  Kxecutive  of 
the  United  SUte*  to  inflict  ao  great  an  injury  upon  the 
interests  of  any  bank  which  ahall  cross  the  wiAei  of 
those  in  power,  whetlier  there  ihall  be  any  intention  to 
exerci*e  it  or  not,  will  cause  every  bank  in  tbe  country 
to  become  mare  or  lesa  subservient  to  the  purpote*  of 
tbcdominani  party.  But  ia  there  not  Juat  such  an  agent 
aa  t  have  describeil  now  in  the  employment  of  the  Oov- 
emment?  Tba  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  could  inLba 
safely  made  tbe  instrument  of  executive  influence  and 
control  over  the  moneyed  inatitutiona  of  the  country)  hia 
acts  and  corraapoadence  would  be  official,  and  mi^t  be 
called  far  and  exposed;  even  bis  verbs!  initructioin  *nd 
intiinationi  could  not  be  diaavowed  by  the  Government, 
ahuuU  they  by  any  accident  bo  brought  ta  l>gbt|  but 


not  to  of  tbe  aet*  of  the  agent  jtenerally  resident  in  thia 
city,  and  notorlonaly  in  the  conSdenee  of  the  Executive 
and  tbe  depoaite  banka. 

Sir,  when  we  conaider  that  the  aurplua  revenue,  in- 
cluding tbe  unexpended  balance  in  the  Trraniry,  will, 
during  the  pi«*ent  year,  average  not  less  than  thirty- 
live,  and  probably  lofty  millionii  and  when  we  bring  (o 
mind  the  immense  influence  which  the  gratuitoua  use  of 
thia  enormous  eapiial  givea  to  the  Executive,  beiidea 
the  ordinary  patronage  of  the  Gevemntent,  it  is  time  that 
the  country  should  awake  to  a  sense  of  the  consequen- 
ces. Can  pubKc  freedom  long  reairt  tbe  aswuhs  of  such 
tremendous  influence^  when  brought  to  bear,  aa  we 
have  juat  reason  to  believe  they  are,  directly  upon  (he 
election  of  the  hi^ett  officer*  of  the  Government?  It 
Is  not  British  capital)  it  is  not  the  money  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  whether  dealt  oat  in  taana  or  largesse* 
upon  particular  individuals)  it  Is  the  people's  own  money 
which  is  turned  against  them,  to  corrupt  the  purity  and 
destroy  the  fl-eedom  of  the  elective  franchiae! 

Have  we  not  seen  very  lately,  by  the  proceedings  of 
this  House,  that  the  party  feel  themselves  no  longer 
bound  to  pay  even  a  decent  re^rd  to  the  question  of 
the  propriety  of  reilucing  or  limiting  execulnre  patron- 
age? The  bill  lately  sent  us  from  the  Senate  embraced, 
substantially,  the  creed  of  the  original  Jackson  psrty 
upon  this  subject!  yet,  sir,  the  idea  of  attempting  to  at< 
tsch  any  great  importance  to  that  bill,  or  to  tile  subject- 
matter  of  it,  was  openly  derided  by  several  leading  mem. 
beraoftheparlyiand  no  single  member  of  it  gave  it  the 
least  countenance,  except  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
who  aita  before  me,  (Mr.  PiTroii]  and  eveti  he  quali- 
fied his  approbation  of  the  measure.  Another  honorable 
member  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Dboksooli]  gave  that  bill 
its  quietus  in  this  House.  It  sleeps  the  sleep  of  death  in 
the  tomb  Id  which  he  has  consigned  it.  But  does  not 
every  member  of  this  committee  know  that  an  honorable 
Senator  from  Tenne«re,  and  who  stands  in  s  very  in- 
portsnt  rehlion  to  the  public  at  Ibis  moment,  has  been 
denouneed  by  the  leaders  of  (be  party,  and  openly  read 
out  of  the  republican  church  by  several  of  the  leadii^ 
journals  of  Ihe  party,  for  his  course  upon  this  bill?  Al- 
ter these  bold  and  undjqtuised  evidences  of  the  real 
contempt  of  the  party  for  thia  whole  subject,  who  is  so 
credulous  as  to  be  herealler  deluded  by  their  profet- 

But  again:  is  not  the  Senate,  which  was  Intenileil  by 
tbe  constitution  to  be  in  itielf  a  atanding  check  and  limi- 
tation upon  tbe  use  and  abuse  of  executive  palronagCi 
to  that  extent,  and  as  r^ards  that  purpose  of  it*  Intlitu- 
lion,  actually  expunged,  and  that,  too,  by  executive  power 
and  influence?  I  demand  of  gentlemen  to  aniwer  me, 
and  say,  if  there  exists,  at  this  moment,  practically,  any 
controlling  power  in  the  Senate  over  the  will  of  the 
Executive!'  Is  not  the  constitution  itself,  for  the  time 
being,  sbrogated,  subverted,  overthrown?  All  men 
must  now  ace  snd  acknowledge  that  (he  duty  of  sending 
nonunatinns  of  public  officers  to  the  Senate  for  advice 
and  confirmation  is  reduced,  in  practice,  to  mere  form. 
Have  we  not  a  Seoste  of  tlie  UnKed  States,  notoriously 
replenished  and  organixed  upon  (he  principle  of  non> 
resistsnce  and  pssMve  obedience  Io  tha  executive  will 
and  authority?  And  how,  sir,  haa  (hia  atate  of  things 
been  brought  about?  The  State  Legislatures,  those 
sentinel  towers,  as  they  have  heratoTore  been  supposed 
to  be,  upon  the  ramparts  af  (be  coostKutioo  and  of  the 
public  liberty,  have  been  boldly  entered,  and  by  eiecu- 
live  influence  seduced  and  prostituted  to  purpoMs  of 
federal  power  and  domination.  Sir,  If  the  Executive 
Chief  Uagiatrate  had  entered  (he  Senate  chaltlber, 
sword  in  band,  and,  aupported  by  a  band  of  chosen 
mercensriei^  bad  dtiven  Ihe  obnoxious  Senators  from 
their  wats,  and  BUed  all  ttte  laU  Tacanciea  by  membcra 
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of  hb  Dim  ■ppointmcfit,  he  vouM  have  infticted  *  deep 
wound  upon  the  conititution,  and  one  which  1  know  he 
would  ncTcr  think  of  infiictingt  but  It  would  have  been 
len  dangeroui,  ind  more  euitjr  healed,  thin  the  one 
which  hu  actually  been  inflicted.  Yet,  sir,  all  these 
thinp  have  been  done  under  the  influence  and  in  the 
name  of  aparty  which  calh  itielf republican,  and  eUima 
to  be  conndMed  the  Jackiun  pirty! 

It  ia  weH  known  that  an  unbounded  reipect  for  the 
righu  of  the  Stales  wai  profitHcd  by  the  on|;inai  Jackion 
party,  andereiy  meaiure  or  practice  of  the  GoremTiient 
which  tended  to  eoniolidation  waa  denounced  aa  inexpe- 
dient, and  evea  dan{^raas.  To  prore  how  little  rerard 
haa  been  ihown  by  tboae  who  now  wear  the  K*"  "^ 
Jackaoniun  for  the  conititutional  rigbla  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Slatei,  it  would  only  be  neceoary  to  oil 
to  mind  the  interference  of  the  Federal  Government 
with  the  elecUon  of  Serfaton  by  the  State  Lefialiturea. 
Bui,  lir,  I  mav  add,  that  the  Icfrialative  pmeeedinp  of 
State  AMemblies  have  been  interfered  with,  and  many 
of  Ihoae  bodiea  have  already  been  reduced  to  the  con- 
diliun  of  mere  dependent  and  co-ordinate  portions  of 
the  great  partr  machinery  by  which  it  la  auppoied  this 
country  ma^  hereafter  be  governed — the  aupple  and 
conTenient  imtrutnenls  of  the  Federal  Rxecutive  and 
party  intereits. 

How  the  pledge  of  the  Jfackaon  parly  to  reform  Ihoie 
ahoae*  which,  under  the  late  adminiitration,  were  said 
to  have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  Government  into 
conflict  with  tha  freedom  of  election!,  haa  been  redeem- 
ed by  Ibe  party  which  now  controli  the  course  of  public 
affairs,  we  all  know,  and  lorae  of  ai  fiiei,  Initead  of  an 
■aolated  caw  of  such  conflict,  which  now  and  then  waa 
Mpmed  to  have  taken  place  during  the  administration 
of  tite  geDlleman  ^m  HaMachuaetts,  [Mr.  Adims,]  we 
now  have  the  practice  of  auch  abuses  reduced  to  a  sys- 
tem, openly  exercised,  and  openly  justifled  by  a  large 
portion  of  the  parly! 

I  must  iHrfaiiiit  to  notice  the  cour«eof(lie  party  in  ref- 
erence to  a  branch  of  a  great  system  of  natMnal  policy 
which  was  thoug-ht.  In  the  South  and  Southwest,  to  indi- 
cate the  boundary  between  the  two  great  contending  psr- 
ties  then  in  the  country,  More  clearly  than  any  other:  I 
allade  to  the  subject  ofintemal  improvement  by  the  Gen- 
eral Gorernnient.  Itwassuppaaedlhatthispattofthepol- 
icy  of  the  late  adminiffration  waa  checked  by  the  celebra- 
ted veto  meaaagc  of  1830,  and  hundreds  of  the  honest 
planters  of  the  Soudi  and  Sonthweat  entertain  that  opin- 
KH)  to  this  day.  Yea,  Mr,  the  truth  ia,  that  the  expenditures 
upon  objecii  which,  in  every  light  of  reason,  may  be 
fitirly  denominated  Internal  improvementa,  have  actually 
■ncreased  under  the  action  of  the  party  now  in  the  ma- 
jority in  thisHouse,andrsrexceeded  the  expenditures  of 
the  late  admbistration  upon  ^oiilar  objects-  I  beg  leave, 
u  this  is  a  curious  aa  well  as  an  interesting  inquiry,  to 
stale  the  amount  appropriated  to  objects  ofihis  descrip- 
tion each  year  of  the  present  administration,  and  the 
MBount  proposed  to  be  voted  by  ihia  Congrrat,  which 
every  one  knows  is  orthodox.  These  ip  propria  tions 
have  been  usually  made  in  two  dittinel  bilta,  and  under 
two  separate  ctasses.  One  class  embracci  the  improve- 
ment of  bartiors  and  riven,  including  breakwstersi  the 
other,  Mrreys,  roads,  and,  in  the  Ianguag«  of  the  title 
prefixed  to  the  sets,  "certain  work)  ofinternal  improve- 
ment." Under  both  these  heads  there  was  appropria- 
ted, in  the  year  1S30,  the  turn  of  M35,533  48)  In  1831, 
the  somof  1733,482  M;  inl833,  lhe*umortI,3i3,658i 
in  1833,  the  sum  of  (1,030,493,  in  1834,  the  sum  of 
t736,SB3,  in  1S35,  the  sum  of  9653,377.  It  i*  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  this  Hotise,  orgsnized  upon  party 
principles,  to  appropriate  to  the  aame  classes  of  obJects,at 
thepresevtaeaaionaf  Congress,  the  sum  ofn,966,328  93. 
The  amount  appropriated  to  the  same  classes  of  ob- 
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was  t3J0,8O8.  Here,  then,  we  propose  to  expend  two 
millions  during  this  year,  or  nearly  so,  for  one  of  any 
former  year.  Sir,  the  party  which  sanctions  all  this  m 
still  called  the  Jackson  parlyl 

But,  betldei  the  open  vioUtiun  of  these,  and  many 
other  principles  of  the  original  Jackion  party,  what  are 
we  to  think  of  the  strange  and  before  unheud-of  prin- 
oiples  avowed  by  leading  ntembera  in  the  majority  of 
this  House,  in  the  debate  upon  this  bill.'  Appropris- 
tlons,  without  limit  as  to  object  or  amount,  are  openly 
rindieated.  Tlie  inMlibiliiy  of  the  Executive  is  pro- 
claimed) because  the  people  hare  trusted  General  Jack- 
pon,  therefore  we  ought  to  truil  him  with  the  whole 
Treasury.  One  gentleman  (I  allude  to  the  distinguish- 
ed gentleman  from  Fenniylvania,  [Mr,  Sctiskubd,! 
who,  I  am  sure,  all  will  admit  to  be  one  of  the  most  dii- 
linEUlshed,  aa  he  i(  certainly  one  of  the  mnt  active  and 
efficient  members  of  the  party)  declared  that  he  had  no 
acruples  as  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appropriatedi 
be  was  willing  to  trust  Generst  Jackson  with  the  whole 
Treasury.  ••  That  great  mm,"  he  said,  (to  use  his  own 
language,)  '<  was  known  upon  the  hilk  snd  in  the  vsl- 
leys("  the  people  had  unlimited  confidence  in  him,  and 
we  ought  to  have  the  same.  These,  sir,  were,  to  my 
car*,  doctrines  both  new  and  extraordinary,  whatever 
confidence  General  Jackson  may  be  entitled  to.  They 
are  surely  not  the  doctrines  of  a  republic,  much  less  of 
a  party  which  can  justly  claim  the  merit  of  exclusive  de- 
votion to  republican  principles.  Yet  theae  scntlmenU 
were  distinctly  avowed  upon  this  floor  by  more  thai^  one 
geollemsn,  and  no  member  of  the  party  rose  in  his 
place  to  disavow  and  repudiate  them.  Even  the  ancient 
and  IsmouB  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  which  has  long 
stood  ih«  boasted  diampion  of  the  true  republican  failh, 
could  furnish  no  son  on  that  side  of  the  House,  who 
dared  to  disclaim  sentiments  so  subversive  of  every  prin- 
ciple heretofore  held  vital  to  our  constitution.  I  am  far 
from  doing  all  the  individuals  composing  the  olajority  in 
this  House  the  injustice  to  suppOK  that  they  approve 
these,  or,  indeed,  many  other  pnnciptesand  practices  ef 
the  paMy  with  which  they  ftnd  themselves  connected,  t 
know  how  difficult  it  is  for  individual  members  lo  sepa- 
rate Uiemtelves  from  the  party  with  which  Ihey  act,  up- 
on any  qoeMion  whatever,  which  asaumea  a  party  com- 
plexion. I  have  often  felt  tha  difBcultyofMch  a  courae 
myself.  1  believe,  sir,  there  are  many  individuals  of 
the  party  of  the  majority  of  this  Houae  who  do  not  ac- 
cord with  the  present  course  of  the  parly  lo  which  they 
beloc^  upon  many  questions)  who  cannot  long  abide 
their  present  party  connexion^  snd,  sir,  if  I  poesessed 
the  power  of  exorcism  upon  this  occasion,  I  would  bid 
them  instsntiy  come  out  from  among  the  uncongenial  elc- 
menia and  associatea  iifllh  which  they  are  at  present  united. 
But  we  cannot  be  anrpnsed  at  the  avowal  of  strange 
doctrines  by  the  present  majority,  when  we  recollect 
that  the  single  principle  upon  whi^  theelcctiona  of  the 
present  day  generally  turn  is  unlimited  devotion,  not 
lo  sny  particular  political  creed,  hut  to  the  party!  Ac- 
conUngly,  we  often  And  membErs  of  thia  House,  and 
Itadns,  too,  who  either  have  no  knowledge  of  those 
principles  which  have  heretofore  divided  the  country, 
or  are  so  entirely  regardless  of  tbem,  if  they  know  what 
they  are,  as  in  the  aame  speech,  nay,  in  the  mme  breath, 
to  avow  themselves  both  restrictionists  and  latitudlna- 
rlan^  atates-rirhta  men  and  consolidationists,  thoraugt) 
democrats  and  ultra-federalists.  And  yet  this  is  the 
nature  of  the  association  which  claims  to  be  the  republi- 
can party  in  the  United  Ststes!  I  know  of  no  inatanoe 
ofequal  absurdity  and  arrogance  in  the  aasumptioi 
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Sir,  thera  ii  no  one  principle  or  nuzim,  m  Tifm  I  can 
call  to  mind,  iTowed  *nd  prorcMtd  by  the  originil  nip- 
porten  of  General  Jickaon,  mid  which  entered  largely 
utto  the  ^oundR  of  hi»  Micceu,  which  hn  not  been 
evaded  or  dinre^rdedi  ind  many  of  the  mait  vital  and 
imporlant  of  them  have  been  openly,  and,  I  re^el  to 
■ly,  insultingly  trampled  under  foot,  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  country,  hy  the  party  now  uppermost  in  influence, 
if  not  in  power.  In  conclutlon,  upon  lhi»  part  of  mv 
aubject,  I  have  to  request  of  ^nlleraen  that  they  will 
answer  my  alatementa  upon  this  aubject  fairly,  in  candor, 
and  apecifiully;  and  that  they  will  not  evade  the  quea- 
tioni,  and  content  Ihemaelvea  by  pronouncing  fuliome 
eulogies  upon  General  Jackion,  and  in  denouncing  all 
who  do  not  aubscribe  to  every  doctrine  and  practice  of 
the  party  which  lupporta  bis  adminialralion. 
B  Hr.  Chairman,  I  have  not  yet  noticed  the  moat  ex- 
ceptionable feature  in  the  couraa  of  the  party  of  the 
auccenioni  for  this  miy  be  well  enough  called  the  war 
of  the  Kuceeaiion,  in  the  future  history  of  the  politic!  of 
llie  country,  and  one  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  (tiend* 
of  free  government  every  where  will  long  deplore.  I 
allude  to  Iba  practice  of  governing,  and  of  aecuring 
party  ascendency,  by  an  artful  syiteia  of  popular  excitC' 
nent  and  delusion.  The  people  are  treated  more  like 
^iUlren,  to  be  led  and  controlled  by  the  usual  tricki  of 
the  nursery,  hy  bewildering  their  fancies  and  exciting 
their  fears,  than  as  men  who  have  underitandingi  to  be 
appealed  to.  The  cause  of  free  government,  I  main- 
tain, has  suffered  under  the  action  of  the  parly  in  pow- 
er, in  this  respect.  The  doctrine  of  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self-government  baa  been  weakened  by  it. 

For  the  last  two  years,  the  subjects  which  have  been 
gotten  up  to  agitate  the  public  mind,  and  which  in  many 
lections  were  Hicceuful  in  aecuring  majorilica  to  the 
party  of  the  auccesuon,  were  a  series  of  pretences  and 
imposture*.  I  cannot  refrain  from  an  attempt  to  eipoae 
■ome  of  them  BB  they  deserve.  1  piss  over  the  gold  and  sil- 
ver humbug  ori634,  and  which  went  off  about  the  close  of 
the  elections  in  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere  in  that  year. 
I  pass  over,  also,  the  imposture  of  the  expunging  project 
of  the  party,  which  hss  only  recently  spent  its  force. 
Thia  question,  all  mvikind  must  soon  met,  was  got  up 
with  a  view  to  change  (he  political  complexion  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  questions  of  more  interest  to  the 
party  than  the  vindication  of  tlie  character  of  the  Presi- 
dent, aa  the  late  confirmation  of  certain  appolntmentc 
will  abow. 

I  desire  chiefly,  air,  to  cill  the  ailention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  the  late  war  panic,  a*  one  of  tbe  engines  invented 
to  sustain  the  interests  and  carry  out  the  projects  of  the 
party.  I  am  disposed  to  discuss  fully  the  rise,  progreso, 
and  uses,  oflheUte  French  war;  for,  air,  we  had  a  species 
of  war  with  the  French,  and  it  had  proceeded  so  far  that 
we  had  actually!  French  party  organized  in  tbe  country, 
according  to  the  declaration  of  various  public  joo mala. 
One  UBc  for  which  (his  was  gotten  up  appears  (o  have 
been,  to  enable  the  party  to  traduce  the  conduct  and 
motives  of  various  individuals;  and,  indeed,  the  whole. 
psrty  opposed  to  the  continuance  in  power  of  those  who 
now  exercise  a  eonlrolling  Influence  in  the  country.  The 
gentleman  from  New  Tork  [Ur.  CiKaaiLKiia]  did  me 
tbe  honor  to  notice  my  motion  to  take  up  the  subject  of 
the  rules  of  the  House,  before  we  went  into  committee 
upon  the  appropriation  billsi  and  be  charged  that  I  liid 
opposed  his  motion  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bills  at 
the  time  when  the  country  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
ft  war  with  a  powerful  enemy,  ■'  to  talk  about  rulea, 
rules!"  I  mide  that  motion,  in  all  honesty,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose then  slated;  and  I  now  appeal  to  the  committee  to 
.say,  if  we  have  not  lost  a  great  portion  of  the  lime  of 
this  session  for  tbe  want  of  some  amendments  to  the  rules 
of  the  House.   But  the  honorable  gtolleman  refuted  the 


justice  of  his  charge,  when,  on  (he  next  day  after,  the 
navy  bill  was  taken  up,  it  was  laid  aside  upon  his  motion, 
without  any  other  apology  than  that  it  was  imporlant  to 
act  upon  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the 
late  fire  in  New  York.  Upon  the  authority  of  this  charge 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  must  auppoie  » 
statement  was  found  in  (he  Globe,  the  official  paper  of 
the  Government,  which  I  beg  leave  to  read.  [Here  Mr. 
Bill  read  a  paragraph  from  the  Globe,  in  which  it  was 
Slated,  among  other  things,  that  Mr.  B.  had  opposed  the 
■ppropristions  for  putting  the  country  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence.] I  care  nothing  for  any  of  the  misstaiements  in 
the  paragraph  which  I  have  read,  except  the  one  which 
charges  that  I  was  opposed  to  appropriatiana  for  the  de> 
fence  of  the  country.  Thiastatement  it  so  far  from  being 
true,  that  I  took  the  first  occasion  which  fairly  presented 
itself  to  declare  my  readiness  to  vote  for  liberal  appro* 
priations  for  this  object;  and  luch  was  my  determination 
from  the  first.  To  show  how  &r  the  political  managera 
bad  succeeded  in  agitating  the  country  by  their  course 
upon  this  subject,  I  will  read  another  paragraph  from 
the  same  paper  of  the  SdFebrusry: 

*' Resolutiurs  sustaining,  in  the  strongest .  terms,  the 

E round  taken  by  the  Preaideni's  message,  have  passed 
olh  branches  of  the  New  York  Legislature  unanimously. 
Nothing  can  speak  more  absolutely  the  sentiments  of  tbe 
American  people  than  thia  ui^animous  expreiaion  of  the 
feeling  of  all  parties,  where  the  party  line  is  most  strictly 
drawn  and  firmly  maintained.  There  was  never,  ve 
presume,  a  unanimous  vote  on  any  great  question  in  that 
Stale  before. 

"  In  Alabama,  too,  the  Legislature  which  has  just  ad- 
journed closed  its  labors  with  a  patriotic  declaration  that 
the  State  would  pour  out  its  blood  and  treasure  like 
water,  to  susuin  the  Executive  in  the  stand  he  ha* 
taken  for  the  rights  of  the  country." 

Similar  reaolutions  were  passed  fay  msny  other  Slate 
Legislslures.  Further  to  unfold  the  use  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  made  of  the  excitement  created  upon  tbto 
question,  and  bow  and  upon  whom  the  indignation  of 
the  country  was  intended  to  be  pointed,  when  once  suc- 
cessfully ruused,  by  unfounded  representations,  I  ask 
leave  to  read  another  paragraph  from  the  same  paper,  of 
the  11th  of  January. 

After  quoting  the  sentiment  of  the  late  Governor 
Shelby,  of  Kentucky,  in  relalioo  to  tbe  policy  of  increa- 
sing the  public  defences,  and  preparing  for  war  In  time 
of  peace,  the  editor  makes  tbe  following  comment  upon 


adoptingthe  policy  abandoned  byus,  andaweep- 
ing  across  the  seas,  prepared  to  punish,  in  a  whole  peo- 
ple, the  vice  of  tolerating  factious  cabals  of  aelfidi  iotri- 
guers,  ces,dy  to  sacrifice  every  public  virtue,  ever^  patri- 
otic feeling,  to  the  sinister  ends  of  personal  ambition." 

Besides  these  improper  uses  made  of  the  late  panic, 
there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that  another  object  in 
keeping  it  up  was  to  aid  in  dispoHng  of  the  aurplus  rev- 
enue of  the  Government.  I  feel  myself,  therefore,  jus- 
tified in  remarking  fully  upon  the  whole  question,  and  1 
now  propose  to  demonatraie  the  following  propositions i 

I.  Either  that  there  was  no  probabilly,  at  ftn^  time,  of 
a  war  with  France,  or  that  the  public  fuDclionarie*  of  tha 
Government  have  been  guilty  ofcrininal  neglect  of  their 
pubtc  duties;  or,  iftfaere  was  actual  danger  of  war,  then 
tllat  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Hr.  Cusbkhhs] 
and  those  with  whom  he  is  associated  in  controlling  the 
action  of  the  Government,  have  paltered  with  the  honor 
and  safely  of  the  country. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  recur  to  the  dates  of  tbe  principal 
events  coanected  with  our  recent  difficultiei  with  France. 
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Tlietmty  WM  limned  on  the  4lh  of  July,  1831.  The  bill 
dnwn  b;  thii  Governnient  for  the  Grit  Inatalment  due 
under  the  trnly  wu  preiented  ind  protested  on  the  2d 
Febnury,  1833.  The  treslj  wu  laid  berore  the  Chini- 
ber  of  Deputies  for  the  fini  time  on  the  6lh  of  April, 
1833)  1  lecond  time  on  the  lllh  of  June,  1833i  and  ■ 
third  timeon  the  13th  of  January,  1834.  It  was  rejected 
by  the  Chamber  of  Depuliei  on  the  lit  of  April,  1834. 
Inrormalion  of  thit  rejection  reiched  Waihington  on  the 
6lh  of  May  following.  Congress  was  then  in  sesiion, 
and  did  nM  adjourn  before  ihe  30lh  day  of  June  fbtlow- 
ing.  The  menage  of  the  President  rFConnnending  re- 
pnnl*  WM  tent  to  Congress  3d  December,  1834.  Tbe 
French  Oovemment  recalled  their  minister  in  January, 
1S35.  Coagresa  adapted  a  resolulton  to  adhere  lo  the 
treaty  on  the  Sd  of  March,  1833.  Tbe  Chamber  of 
Deputies  passed  the  indemnity  bill,  Indoding  a  clause 
requiring  an  apology  from  this  Government,  ••  a  condi- 
tion of  payment,  on  the  18th  April,  183S.  Inrormatton 
of  this  fact,  I  auppose,  must  have  reached  (his  Govern- 
ment some  lima  in  Juno  following,  at  the  fariheit.  The 
letter  of  the  Due  de  Broglie  was  read  to  Mr.  Forsyth  on 
the  lllh  September,  1833.  Connecting  (he  order  of 
these  eventa  with  the  incidents  connected  with  each  of 
them,  and  which  would  require  too  much  time  to  enu- 
merate, it  will  be  seen  that  lome  ground  to  apprehend 
■  rupture  with  France  might  have  been  found  in  the 
protest  of  the  bill  for  the  first  instalment  due  under  the 
treaty,  ind  the  delay  in  carrying  the  treaty  before  the 
Chamber  of  Deputiea.  But,  it  war  was  to  be  appre- 
hended at  any  time,  it  would  seem  that  the  rejection  of 
the  treaty,  in  April,  1834,  would  fumiah  the  strongest 
ground  of  auch  apprehension.  It  was  then  that  the 
moat  alarming  spirit  showed  itself  in  the  French  Cham- 
ber of  Depmiea.  But,  admitting  that  that  occurrence 
waaso  explained  as  to  remove  any  serious  fean  of  a  rup- 
ture, the  recall  of  the  minister  of  France,  in  January, 
1B33,  was  calculated  to  cause  some  alarm.  But,  if  that 
waa  not  sufficient,  surely,  if  there  has  ever  been  any  dan- 
ger of  war,  it  must  have  heen  developed  upon  the  p»«- 
iwge  of  the  indemnity  bill,  with  the  clause  requiring  an 
apology,  in  April,  1835.  But,  at  all  event^  this  danger, 
if  it  existed  at  all,  must  have  become  manifest  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Broglie,  on  the  11th 
September  last;  whieti,  it  is  alleged,  gave  the  first  au- 
then'ic  notice  that  tbe  apology  would  be  insisted  upon. 
Yet,  air,  during  the  whole  period  from  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1833,  when  Ihe  bill  of  this  Qovernment  for  the  lint 
Instalment  due  under  the  treaty  wai  protested,  up  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
dilapidated,  unflniihed,  and  unarmed  state  of  our  fortifi- 
citions,  the  decayed  state  of  our  little  navy,  and  the  ex- 
posed and  defenceless  condition  of  our  whole  seacoast, 
were  well  known  to  the  GovernmeAt.  Yrit  no  recom- 
mendation is  made  by  the  Executive,  and  no  step  actu- 
ally tsken,  to  complete,  arm,  or  repair  them,  up  lo  the 
E resent  session  of  Congress!  A  prudent  forenght  would 
are  called  for  supplies  from  the  Treasury,  and  caused 
tbe  utmost  activity  to  prevail  in  both  these  branches  of 
the  public  service  from  Hay,  1834i  if  not  from  that  time, 
at  all  events  from  the  moment  it  was  known  that  an  spol- 
ogy  was  required  by  France  which  could  not  be  made. 
But  not  a  hammer  is  heard;  a  dead  silence  reigns  during 
all  this  time,  not  only  in  our  navy  yards  and  upon  the 
fortifications,  but  even  in  our  public  documents  and  In 
our  legislative  proceedings,  upon  the  subject  of  defence 
or  preparation  fiir  warl  But  if  this  neglect  to  call  upon 
Congress  for  the  means  of  puttin;  the  country  in  a  con- 
dition to  meet  the  emergency  of  war,  until  the  opening 
of  Ihe  present  session,  may  be  excused,  what  plea  can 
save  the  gentlemen?  What  apology  can  they  make  10 
the  country  for  their  failure  to  urge  upon  Congress  Ihe 
necesniy  of  immediate  action,  andof  votii^tlie  necessary 


supplies  without  delay,  lo  finish  and  arm  our  fortifica- 
liona,  to  lit  out  and  repair  our  ships  of  war,  at  the  open* 
ing  of  the  present  session  of  Conitreaa  >  We  read  with 
amazement  the  reports  from  Ihe  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
inents,  wilhoul  finding  any  notice  or  recommendation  of 
war  appropriations — any  reference  to  the  supposed  cri- 
sis. We  read  the  President's  message  ilielf,  -without 
sny  recommendation  of  those  speedy  and  vigorous  mea*- 
ures  which  Ihe  alleged  exigency  called  for.  But  this  is 
not  all<  the  reguhr  and  ordinary  appropriations  for  the 
army,  the  navy,  and  fortifications,  were  not  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  at  Ihe  first  of  the 
session,  nor  uniil  after  the  Ispse  of  nearly  a  tnontht  and, 
after  they  were  reported,  they  were  permitted  to  sleep 
upon  the  table  for  more  than  a  month  before  they  were 
seriously  moved!  And  are  two  months*  lime  of  no  im- 
portance, when  we  are  upon  the  eve  of  a  war^  Mr. 
Barton  arrived  about  the  middle  of  January,  and  brought 
no  better  prospects  of  peace  than  we  hid  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session.  And  on  the  18th  of  January  we 
were  favored  with  the  first  special  message;  but  atill  the 
nivy  bill  waa  taken  up  only  lo  be  laid  down  again! 
Yet,  sir,  during  all  this  lime,  the  country  is  kept  under 
continual  apprehension  of  war!  Have  we  not  a  right  to 
an  explanation  of  this  mystery  f 

Let  itnotbesald  that  those  who  caused  the  loss  of  the 
three  million  appropriation  en  the  Sd  of  March,  183J, 
are  responsible  for  the  Iste  neglected  and  defencelesa 
condition  of  the  country.  When'  Ihe  news,  first  of  the 
proffered  mediation  of  England,  and  then  of  the  satia- 
faclion  given  to  the  French  Government  by  Ihe  first 
measage,  reached  us,  we  were  within  a  fi^w  days  of  Ihe 
3d  of  March,  1836;  nearly  a  whole  year  having  elapsed 
since  the  loss  of  the  three  million  sppropriation,  and  no 
step  was  taken  in  the  mean  time  to  repair  that  error,  if 
it  were  one.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  neglect  of  the 
public  defencessince  the  3d  ofMirch,  1835?  The  con- 
ititution  clearly  pointed  out  the  remedy  for  the  miscar- 
riage of  that  propositiDn.  If  any  ciusc  existed  to  create 
a  just  apprchenaion  of  war,  Congreia  might  have  been 
convoked  at  any  time  after  the  3d  of  March,  1S3S;  and 
none  can  doubt  that,  if  the  President  bad  recommended 
appropriations  for  the  public  defence,  even  at  the  close 
of  Ihe  last  session,  they  would  have  been  promptly  voted 
by  both  Bouses  of  Congress.  But,  for  Ihe  delay  in 
adapting  measures  of  defence  and  preparation  fur  war 
alter  the  present  session  commenced,  neither  the  Senate 
nor  the  House  is  responsible:  the  House  has  never  failed 
to  tike  up  any  appropriation  bill  the  moment  it  waa 
moved  by  the  regular  organ  of  the  administration,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means.  I  re- 
peat, then,  either  that  there  has,  at  no  time,  heen  any 
probable  cause  ol  war;  or  Ihst  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  provide  for  such  an  emergency  have  heen  guilty  of  a 
criminal  neglect  of  dutyj  or,  if  there  was  actual  danger 
of  war,  tint  those  who  have  controlled  the  action  of  Iho 
GnvernmenI  on  this  lubject  have  paltered  with  the  honor 
and  safety  of  the  country. 

I!.  Bui,  if  there  has  been  no  just  cause  to  apprehend 
war,  [  affirm  that  the  parly  which  now  controls  the  Gov- 
ernment have  played  upon  the  honest  credulity  of  the 
people,  trifled  with  Ihe  feelings  nf  the  brave  and  pa- 
triotic, disturbed  the  quiet,  alarmed  the  timid,  and 
checked  Ihe  trade  and  enterprise  of  the  country,  in  the 
most  unjustifiable  manner,  and  for  the  most  unworthy 
party  purposes- 

Wilhuut  going  into  parliculirs,  I  appeal  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  commillee,  and  lo  the  country,  if,  since  the 
3d  of  March,  1835,  there  has  not  been  a  constant  and 
studied  effurt  on  the  part  of  the  Government  journsi  of 
this  cily,  by  the  presaei  in  Ihe  same  interest  all  over 
Ihe  country,  to  create  and  faster  the  belief  that  iher* 
waa  danger  of  a  war  with  France'    Have  we  forgotten. 
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cui  wa  e*er  forget,  the  continued  and  furioui  denuncU- 
tioni  or  Ihe  Senile,  and  pirticuUrly  ot  an  honorable 
Senator  Troni  TenneE«ee,  for  TCfusin^  to  sire  their  aup' 
port  to  the  three  mtllicin  appropriation  r  Upon  tbia 
paint,  we  have  but  to  reniember  (he  inflanmilor}'  ap- 

teala  inceaoAlly  made  to  the  people,  upon  the  defence- 
■n  condition  of  the  country,  aincc  March,  1835.  But 
we  ba«e  belter  proor,  if  ponible,  than  theae,  of  an  in- 
tention to  rzeite  the  country  upon  the  aubject  of  a  French 
war.  The  chalrmai)  of  the  Committee  of  Wiiyi  and 
Mean*,  [Hr.  CmaBELBKO,]  in  hia  reourlca  upon  muving 
the  amendment  of  two  miiliona  to  the  bill  under  coniide- 
rtlion,  on  the  13lhJai«nr>-,  and  again  in  hisspeecb  upon 
the  reaolution  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Mamchuielti^  [Mr. 
Adihs,]  took  high  ground  upon  thia  iubject,  and  indi- 
rectly charged  every  man  who  failed,  at  auch  a  criaii^  to 
vote  for  Ihe  appropriation  moved  at  the  bat  iciuon  of 
Congren,  ta  in  enemy  to  his  country.  Hia  words  were, 
that  "every  friend  of  hia  country"  did  to.  He  abo 
(poke  of  frittering  away  the  rigtita,  and  honor,  and  in- 
tereit  of  the  counlrr  for  mere  farms ;  and  he  hid  the 
audacity— I  mean  no  offence  by  the  uae  of  the  term, 
but  1  cannot  find  one  more  ezpreaaive  of  hii  course — he 
Itad  Ihe  audacity  to  aay  to  the  Houie  that  it  would  be 
more  profitably  employed  in  putting  the  country  in  a 
atale  of  defence,  than  In  debating  k  resolution  which 
he  himself,  and  all  bii  political  friend*,  except  one  or 
two  of  the  more  ugacious,  had  Toted  to  lake  up  and 
diaeuta  in  preference  to  all  other  buiinen  before  the 
Houtel  The  gentleman  alio  reminded  the  House  that, 
"  in  former  timea,  the  patriots  of  the  country  did  not 
wail  uDiil  the  enemy  waa  at  our  gates  before  they  voted 
the  means  of  defending  tlie  country."  He,  in  the  same 
q>eech,  expressed  the  sentiment  that,  "  if  France  now 
paid  the  money,  she  would  be  more  disgraced  than  any 

.  [Ur.  CiHBainiiiu  here  eipliined,  and  asked  the  gen- 
tleman fromTennessee  to  slate  all  that  he  had  said  in  con- 
nexion with  the  words  referred  to.  His  meaning  was, 
that  the  French  Government  would  be  di^rsced,  if, 
after  exacting  sn  apology,  and  declaring  that  none  would 
be  received  but  one  according  (o  the  letter,  it  should 
pay  the  nuncy,  when  none  such  was  or  ever  could  be 

Mr.  BiiL  resumed.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  correctly  understood  by  me,  but  he  will  perceive 
that  the  force  of  my  argument  is  not  impaired  by  bis  ex- 
planation. It  is  rather  strengthened  by  it.  I  was  refer- 
ring to  that  part  of  the  gentleman's  speech,  to  ihow  thai 
he  intended,  ^  thai  declaration,  to  impress  Ihe  countiy 
with  the  belief  that  we  would  have  war.  The  gentle. 
manfrom^'irginia[Mr.  UisD>i]alsocontribuIed hi* efforts 
to  iocreaie  the  expec^tion  uf  war.  He  informed  us,  in 
hii  remarks  upon  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the 
36ih  of  JsnHiry,  "that  we  might  be  resting  under  a 
blse  lecurityt  that  it  was  unsafe  to  cry  out  peace!  peace! 
when  there  was  no  peace;''  and,  in  the  concluiion  of  hii 
argument  upon  that  occasion,  he  solemnly  warned  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  the  weight  of  responsibility  which 
would  rest  upon  them  if  they  refused  to  accede  to  hii 
propuition  at  such  s  eriais,  and  when  the  country  waa  in 
so  defenceless  a  condition.  These,  sir,  are  fair  speci- 
mens of  the  system  ef  agilalion  which  has  been  pursued 
since  the  3d  of  Harch,  1835.  A  system  of  alarm  and  agi- 
tation upon  Ihe  subject  of  a  French  war  has  been  the 
order  of  Ihe  day.  Many  members  of  Ihe  party  in  this 
House  ippear  to  have  been  deceived  by  it.  One  gentle- 
man, in  speaking  of  Ihe  resolution  of  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Hr.  Jab  vis,]  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  navy,  decUred  that  he  was  ready 
to  anticipate  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  in  relation  to 
a  war  with  France.  The  sime  gentleman  aiid  aloud,  in 
Ills  p'lce,  when  the  vote  was  about  (o  be  taken  upon 


that  retolulion,  that  be  would  c 
>*  an  abandonment  of  the  administration!  Now,  why 
all  these  declarations'  Why  all  this  alarm'  Why  were 
we  continually  threatened  with  the  prospect  of  war,  if 
there  was  actually  no  probabilily  of  such  an  event  ^  Gen- 
tlemen must  know  that  much  real  mischief  has  been  the 
result  of  this  course.  It  is  only  a  few  days  ago  that  I  re- 
ceived  a  letter  from  a  plaoter  of  the  Southwest,  written 
before  the  newt  of  the  present  state  of  our  relations  witli 
France  reached  him,  filled  with  the  most  gloomy  forebo. 
dings  of  Ihe  consequences  of  a  warupon  the  g^ntiag  in- 
terest, and  slating  that  Ihe  energies  of  the  country  were 
already  in  some  degree  paralyaed,  in  conteuplation  of 
thai  event.  A  large  portion  of  the  country  wis  milled. 
Many  of  our  most  intelligent  citiiens  were  made  to  be- 
lieve that  we  would  hive  war.  Our  merchants  were 
afraid  to  adventure;  our  ihipi  lay,  for  a  lime,  idle  at  our 
wharaes)  and  a  material  check  was  given  to  the  trade  and 
enterprise  of  the  country.  1  ask  again,  if  there  was  re- 
ally no  danger  of  war,  why  those  false  pretences — (hose 
unfounded  alarms?  I  repeat,  that  the  honest  credulity  of 
the  people  has  been  played  with;  Ihe  feelings  of  the 
brave  snd  the  patriotic  have  been  trifled  with)  and  se- 
rious injury  ha*  been  inflicted  upon  the  country  for  the 
moat  unworthy  party  purpoaea. 

Hi.  But  whether  there  wi*  danger  of  war  or  not.  or 
whether  war  was  intended  or  not,  laffirm  that  thoae  who 
advised  and  permitted  the  lata  lUte  of  our  reUtiom  with 
France,  and  auffered  the  public  defence*  to  remain  in 
their  present  condition,  exposed  the  country  to  the  im- 
minent haiard  of  dishonor  and  great  damage.  Is  not 
this  now  a  self-evident  proposition'  If  there  was  no  in- 
tention to  provoke  a  war  vilh  France,  is  it  not  evident 
that  our  diplomiiisti  got  us  into  a  position  from  which 
we  could  not  relreit  without  dishonor  or  wir,  if  France 
had  been  inclined  to  war  on  her  part,  snd  had  adhered 
ohtlin^fely  to  the  letter  of  the  apology  demanded  by  her 
Government?  Sir,  we  aiid,  in  the  first  ptace,  that  we 
would  aak  for  nothing  but  what  was  right,  and  would  sub- 
mit to  nothing  that  was  wrong.  We  Ihen  threatened 
to  indemnify  ourselves  for  Ihe  money  due  under  the 
treaty  by  reprisals  upon  French  commerce.  In  our 
public  journals,  in  Ihe  official  gazette  of  this  city,  we 
openly  clisrged  the  Trench  King  and  Government  with 
a  breach  of  bith  (  we  abused,  through  the  same  journals, 
the  whole  French  people  and  characlcrt  and,  at  the 
aame  time,  did  all  we  could  to  rouse  the  people  of  our 
own  country  to  a  war  spirit  and  determination  against 
France.  Well,  sir,  while  we  are  in  the  midst  of  this 
honorable  career,  the  Chamber*  vote  the  money,  but  say 
they  must  have  an  explicit  explanalion  of  these  sayings 
and  doings  on  our  pari,  as  a  tine  qua  nan  of  payment. 
The  President  replies  promptly,  a*  waa  proper,  that  he 
will  make  no  apology.  Now,  sir,  was  there  any  course 
left,  but  to  light,  or  be  diigr»ced  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
world,  if  France  had  been  obitinale,  and  had  agreed  (o 
receive  no  apology  except  one  in  the  form  the  President 
had  declared  he  would  not  give  it?  Afler  yean  of  pom- 
pous decliratlDni  of  what  we  would  do  if  France  did  not 
comply  with  our  demands,  we  could  not,  with  honor, 
have  delayed  such  measures  of  redress  as  would  have 
provoked  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
France.  If  it  had  been  our  fortune  to  have  encountered 
immediate  war— that,  in  the  outset,  our  arms  would  hive 
suffered  defeat,  and  all  our  interesta  infinite  injury,  none 
candoubt.  If  any  gentlemanisdlsposedto  imagine  a  di^ 
ferent  result,  let  him  look  at  the  relilive  condition  and 
resources  of  the  two  countries  at  this  moment.  Our  for- 
tifications are  deciyed,  incomplete,  snd  unarmed;  ourbar> 
bora  snd  laree  towns  undefended  and  defencelesst  our 
navy,  coniiitingof  only  some  twenty  ships  of  warln  com- 
missioo,  and  smong  the  number  only  one  ship  of  (be 
Une  and  four  frigates.    To  match  these,  France  has  more 
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tbM  a  hundred  (hip*  of  wi  .        .  _ 

the  number,  liz  or  eigbt  (bipa  of  the  line  and  listcen 
ftlnle*.  But  sehave  lonie  Torty  thipa  upon  the  Mockt, 
■nd  which  niKht  be  made  ivK'dable  in  s  ihort  lime,  ■nd, 
among  the  reM,  eleven  ihipa  at  (he  line  and  fourteen 
frigatea.  But,  to  milch  tbeae,  tgain,  France  hu  more 
thu  two  hundred  ihip*  of  war  on  the  itocki  or  in  ordi- 
nar*,  and  which  could  be  made  aTillable  in  a  ahort  time, 
an^  ainong  the  rett,  Gfly-aeven  *hip*  of  the  line  and  ais- 
ty-feur  frigatea.  It  vaa  againat  Ihii  naral  force,  five 
tlraei  greater  llian  our  own,  that  our  honor  waa  pledged 
to  combat  without  delay,  if  Frmnce  bad  been  obatinate, 
or,  rather,  if  ibc  political  complexion  of  Europe  bad 
not  interpoied  to  modify  ber  council!. 

IV.  But,  upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumatancea  of 
thia  quetlion,  there  will  appeartoomoch  room  to  betiern 
that  thoae  who  realW  direct  the  coune  of  public  afTairi, 
■nd  who  clkim  to  be  the  ezclunTC  championa  of  the 
fame  and  honor  of  the  country,  never  intended  or  bad 
any  itrong  apprehenuona  of  war,  whatever  the  rank  and 
fie  of  (he  party  may  have  ibought.  They  have  felt,  all 
tbe  while,  that  they  held  in  (heir  own  bindi  the  iaaue  a( 
peaee  or  of  war)  and  they  were  perreclly  easy  on  that 
■core.  How,  and  under  what  private  aaaursnce^  they 
came  to  feci  auch  confidence  on  tbeae  pointa,  it  is  not 
fur  me  te  inform  (be  public.  But  that  they  had  auffi- 
cicnt  evidence  to  aatiafy  tliem,  on  the  lltb  of  September 
laat,  or  before  (W  ader  (hat  dale,  (ba(  auch  an  explanation 
ai  tbe  Freaident  could  at  any  lime  give,  without  any  in- 
conaiatency  with  hia  declaration  that  be  would  not  make 
the  apob^  demanded  by  (he  Indemnity  bill,  waa  in  poa- 
aeaiion  of  tbe  leaden  of  the  party  here,  I  bave  no  doubt. 
But,  iir,  there  were  too  many  advantage!  to  be  expected 
from  keeping  up  a  panicg  aid  tbe  war  hai  been  permit- 
ted lo  rage,  not  againat  France,  but  against  tbe  Senate, 
•gainst  an  honorable  Senator  from  Tennenee,  and  upon 


Need  i  go  inlo  dctaili?  Need  1  point  out  the  particular 
prooia  upon  which  I  rest  this  charge,  gmve  and  aerious 
■■  it  at  Sir,  doaa  not  the  ncgleol  to  lake  (he  firat  step 
toward*  defending  Ibe  country  prove  tbe  fact,  without 
further  abawingf  It  ia  ootorioui  (hat  one,  if  not  more, 
irf  your  largeat  commercial  depola  (Boston)  and  naval 
atationa  were,  and  are  at  thli  moment,  not  oiily  defence- 
leM,bul  not  even  aaiogle^n  can  bo  brought  (o  bear  for 
ita  defenoe,  though  it  i)  now  nearly  two  yean  aince  tbe 
rejection  of  (he  treaty  by  (he  French  Chsmbera.  Public 
property  of  the  value  of  aeven  or  eight  millions  of  dol- 
tars  ia  alio  known  Id  be  depouied  at  (bia  paint.  One 
thouund  pieces  of  heaty  ordnance  sre  wanted  to  arm 
the  fonificalions  already  Hniahed,  or  nearly  ao,  and  some 
ftl\een  hundred  for  the  navy,  inaddiiiontolhoseon  hand) 
many  of  (he  guna  now  constituting  a  part  of  (he  arma- 
ment of  our  sbips  of  war  are  of  a  conatniotion  which 
rendera  them,  in  the  opinion  of  m«ny,  as  terrible  to  our- 
selves a*  (o  a  public  enemy,  and  all  (he  while  we  have 
bad  nothingbut  rumors  of  warj  yet,  sir,  the  first  great  gun 
has  not  been  caat  to  prepare  for  (he  battle!  The  timbers 
of  your  ships  upnn  the  stocks  are  rotting,  and  in  some 
instances  are  sctually  roKen.    Tbe  truth  cannot  be  dis- 


thia  moment  oipiure,  bum,  or  lay  under  contribution, 
your  largest  commercial  towns;  capture  snd  destroy  all 
your  ships  of  war  in  ordinary  w  on  the  stocks,  together 
with  every  *(ick  of  timber  you.  have  been  collecting  for 
•o  many  years,  at  any  or  all  of  your  numerous  navy  yard)! 
Nsy,  air,  1  have  heard  llie  opinion  expressed,(andIbelieTe 
it  well  founded,)  tlist,  in  the  event  of  war,  a  single  frigate 
might  bave  been  towed  up  the  Potomsc,  and  have  bat- 
tered down  thisCapiLol,  and  every  public  building  in  this 
metropolis,  with  perfect  impuiulyi  so  wholly  neglected 
and  defencelcM  are  all  lb«  exposed  ptMnts  upon  our  bays 


and  aeacDist!  Tbe  belief  that  our  public  functiooarica 
can  have  been  seriously  meditating  war,  under  these  cir- 
cumatancea, could  only  be  founded  upon  tbe  idea  that  thej 
were  either  lunatic  or  treacherous  to  the  country— k 
supposition  wliicb  none  can  for  an  instant  indulge. 

But  (here  are  other  evidences  that  war  has  not  been 
before  the  eyes  of  the  leaders  and  managers  of  the  par- 
ty. If  it  h^  been,  the  first  morcment  at  the  opeiuag 
of  tbe  session  would  bave  been  to  make  immoUate  ap- 

Eropriation*  for  the  public  defencesi  the  appropriation 
ills  would  not  have  alept  upon  the  table  until  the  9th 
ofFebruar^',  for  it  waa  not  until  that  day  that  the  navy 
bill  waa  aerioualy  moved.  The  annual  executive  reports 
would  also  have  been  awollen  with  (he  note  of  war  prep< 
•rations.  But  what  did  we  really  see  in  themf  The 
UBUst  estimate*  for  fortificadons  from  tbe  Department  of 
War.  From  the  Navy  Department,  •  reommendationof 
three  frigates  and  three  sloops  oF  war,  in  addition  lo  tbe 
number  of  vessels  now  in  commisnon,  for  tbe  more  am- 
ple protection  of  our  commerce!  But  the  moat  deciurw 
and  satisrselory  evidence  that  war  wat  never  actually  an- 
ticipated as  a  thing  ofiubatance,  although  kept  continu- 
ally ringing  in  our  can,  is  to  be  found  in  the  action  of 
the  committees  of  this  House,  o^nised  upon  party 
principlea,  and  where  every  diaposidon  eiial*  to  second 
the  views  of  tbe  administratiop.  None  can  be  ao  igno- 
rant ss  not  to  know  that  if  war  with  so  powerfiil  a  nation 
as  Prance  had  been  regarded  as  a  protuble  event,  every 
resource  of  credit  snd  revenue  ought  to  be  huabaoded 
with  the  moat  rigid  economy.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  the  very  reverse  of  thia  policy  wss  pursued,  New 
sources  of  expenditure  hare  been  soi^ht  ouL  The  eX' 
penditurea  upon  internsi  improvements  were  propoaed 
to  he  doubted  in  the  course  of  (he  present  year,  as  we 
bave  seen.  The  Commi(tee  on  the  Public  Land*,  early 
in  the  session,  reported  a  bill  for  (be  reduction  of  the 
prieeof(bepubllclands,  which  it  may  be  estimated  would 
soon  reduce  the  revenue  from  that  source  one  third  or 
one  half.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  3uh>- 
soa,]  who  Is  at  the  head  of  (be  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  in  thia  Houae,  and  who,  from  the  prominent  and 
diitinguiahed  position  which  he  now  occupies  in  the  par- 
ty, as  (heir  candidate  for  the  vice  preiidency,  must  be 
presumed  (o  bave  been  in  tbe  secret  of  those  who  were 
best  informed  ss  to  the  prospect  of  a  war  with  France, 
reported  a  bill  proposing  to  expend,  during  the  [vcsent 
year,  upon  fortiS cations,  (be  sKea  of  which  have  not  yet 
been  purchased  from  (he  private  owners,  and  which  no 
one  supposes  could  be  constructed  in  (ime  to  have  been 
of  any  use  in  the  war  anticipated  with  France,  the  enor- 
mous sum  of  two  mlltiona  and  a  hall!  But  there  is  an- 
other piece  of  evidence  more  conclusive,  if  possible, 
than  any  I  have  yet  pointed  out.  A  salary  and  outfit  for 
a  minister  to  France  are  asked  for  in  (he  general  appro- 
priation bill,  and  reported  as  early  as  (he  2Gtb  of  De- 
cember last.  This  fact  can  only  be  explained  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  Government  looked  with  certainty 
to  an  immediate  restoration  of  amicable  reUtlon*  with 
France.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  either  that  this  propo- 
sition found  its  way  inlo  (be  bill  by  sccident,  or  (bat  it 
wss  regarded  as  mere  form,  snd  (he  money  intended  to 
be  used  only  upon  the  contingency  of  a  sedlimeiit  of  tlw 
difficuUies  with  France  during  (he  year.  If  the  stern  and 
apparently  uncompromising  snd  warlike  stand  taken  by 
(be  President  in  hia  meiaages  to  Congress  at  this  aesnon 
was  Intended  to  operate  upon  France,  as  i*  alleged, 
would  (be  Secretary  of  State  have  ventured  to  counter- 
act all  the  effect  ol  hia  display  of  firmness^  by  sending  in 
an  eatimateforthe  support  of  a  minister  a(  the  very  court 
to  which  it  was  our  policy  to  hold  up  the  viaon  of  war! 
The  idea  is  inadmiisble.  Tbe  appropriation  wsa  asked 
in  the  perfect  conHdence  that,  by  the  close  of  (he  aeauon, 
it  would  be  desirable  lo  tend  •  minister  to  France. 
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Mr.  Chtirimn,  I  have  spoken  fiilly  of  whkt  I  comider 
obj«ctionkb1e  in  the  courae  oT  Ibe  pkrt;  in  power,  in  re- 
lation to  our  dillicultiei  with  France.  But  I  wlih  it  to 
be  borne  in  mind,  thai  it  ii  not  their  course  totrirdi 
France  that  I  complain  ofj  it  it  to  their  coune  towards 
tbeir  own  country,  in  keeping  up  an  unrounded  alarni, 
Ibr  various  psrtf  purposea,  tbst  I  object.  As  to  France, 
I  make  no  aefi:nce,  I  have  attempted  no  defence,  of  her 
oonduct.  in  my  opinion,  no  defence  can  be  made  fo 
the  course  of  that  Oorernment,  in  requiring  an  apolog 
before  payment  of  the  money.  The  money  that  wu  ad 
mitted  to  be  due,  by  trealf,  ought  to  hafe  been  firat 

EM:  and  then  an  apology  might,  with  belter  reason, 
are  been  demanded. 
But,  sir,  I  cannot  forbear  to  remark  on  the  auperioi 
(kill  of  the  French  GoTernment  in  the  management  of 
the  question  on  her  part,  if  it  had  been  her  policy  or 
inlereat  to  pruvoke  or  make  war.  The  French  were  in- 
fulled;  the  faith  of  their  King  called  in  queation;  and 
the  pride  of  the  nation  roused  by  a  menace  of  hoatile 
measures  on  the  part  of  ihit  Government.  They  recall 
their  minister,  and  our  distinguished  negotiaton  take  it 
for  granted  that  there  was  an  end  of  French  reaentment. 
They  proceed  with  dignity  to  diseun  tlie  treaty  again; 
and  when  they  are  prepared,  they  announce  the  reault 
to  our  Gorernment  by  a  TOte  of  the  Chambers.  They 
give  no  Insulli  they  use  no  menace)  they  make  no  pomp- 
out  parade  of  hostile  intentions<  but  simply  and  firmly 
declare  that  they  are  now  ready  to  pav  the  money,  but 
detfre  to  be  taved  the  mortification,  m  the  face  of  all 
Europe,  of  having  been  compelled  to  the  meaaure  of 
payment  by  the  terror  of  American  arms.  When 
France  arows  her  purpose,  in  the  very  teeth  of  your 
unanimona  reiolution  to  adhere  to  Ihe  treaty,  that  ahe 
will  pay  only  upon  receiring  an  apology,  the  makes  the 
declaralion  after  active  and  rfTcctive  preparationa  to 
meet  all  the  consequences)  she  declares  her  purpote 
under  cover  of  ■  hundred  iliips  of  war,  and  a  hundred 
thousand  men.  Now,  a  menace  under  such  circum- 
■tancea  would  mean  something.  What  mu>t  Europe 
have  thought  of  our  Government,  if  we  had  unfortu- 
nately been  suddenly  inTotved  in  a  war  with  France* 
She  would  not  have  undervalued  Ihe  people  of  this 
country,  their  spirit,  or  reaources,  for  in  lime  we  would 
have  caused  both  to  be  properly  eatimatedi  but  what 
opinion  would  have  been  formed  of  the  skill  and  fore- 
aight  of  the  party  in  power,  I  leave  to  the  country  to  de- 
termine. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  General  Jackson  is  responsible 
for  all  the  de&citnciea  in  the  public  defences.  He  has 
responsibilitiea  enough  of  his  own  to  bear.  Let  the 
leader*  of  the  party  be  held  to  a  just  proportion  of 
them — the  heads  of  Departments  to  theirs.  The  Vice 
President  has  lesa  to  do  than  any  of  tlient  with  Ihe  delailt 
ofbusinew — In  fact,  he  has  no  businessi  he  is  the  very 
man  who  has  had  noihing  to  do  but  to  exercise  a  gen- 
eral superintendence  over  alt  the  varioua  dcpaKmcnts  of 
the  public  service.  The  President,  besides  the  various 
and  constanily  rtcurring  duties  of  his  office,  has,  to  my 
certain  knowledge,  given  a  very  large  proportion  of  hia 
lime  to  the  interest  of  the  Vice  President  in  Tenneuee 
and  elsewhere.  He  anppoaed,  naturally  enough,  that  hia 
lieutensnta,  hia  secretaries,  together  wilh  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident, who  aspires  to  bear  off  the  chief  honor  in  the  gift 
of  Ihe  party,  would  take  care  that  the  public  dcrencet 
were  duly  attended  to. 

If  I  am  asked,  Mr,  Chairman,  how  it  happened  that  I 
was  ready  to  have  voted  liberal  suppliea  for  defending 
the  country,  when  I  had  so  decided  a  conviction  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  «  war  wilh  France,  I  answer, 
thUit  was  not  for  me  to  astume  the  reaponsibllity  of  act- 
iiw  upon  the  certainty  that  there  would  be  no  war. 
I  forDKd  my  opinion  upon  ^rcumslancea  which  were 


conclusive  to  iny  mind,  but  I  could  not  know  what  might 
be  the  result  of  the  complicated  In tereats  of  the  parly  in 
power.  It  waa  quite  poaalble  that  they  might  have 
found  themaelves  engaged  in  a  war,  against  their  own 
calculations. 

Sir,  while  I  am  upon  the  tubject  of  the  neglect  and 
omis^an  of  duty,  in  relation  to  the  military  and  naval 
defences,  on  the  part  of  those  who  hare  bad  ohat^  of 
the  general  interests  of  the  country,  I  beg  leave  to  tnake 
a  few  remarks  upon  Ihe  eondition  of  other  branches  of 
the  public  service.  It  is  not  only  our  rortlBcaliont  and 
our  navy  which  have  been  permitted  to  remain  unarmed, 
and  in  a  atate  of  dllapldttion,  but  I  afRrm  that  many  of 
the  civlldeparlmcntaof  the  Government  are  in  no  better 
condition)  and  this  I  am  ready  to  demonstrate  to  the 
House  and  lo  the  whole  country,  if  proper  authority  i* 
given  for  that  purpose.  Besides  ttie  irregularities,  abusea, 
and  corruplions,  which  have  been  shown  to  exiat  in  lbs 
Post  OfHce  Departmeni,  I  affirm  that  tlie  General  Laod 
Office  is  in  a  condition  icarcely  lesi  deplorable.  There 
it  neither  order,  despatch,  nor,  in  the  case  of  some  of  the 
officers,  it  there  fidelity  in  Ihe  management  and  adminis- 
tration of  that  moat  Important  and  interesting  bratieh  of 
the  public  service.  I  affirm  that  this  it  true,  and  would 
be  ao,  independently  of  Ihe  alleged  want  of  clerical  force 
in  Ihe  department.  The  evil  exiaia  In  many  of  the  great 
land  dislricit  in  Ibe  interior.  The  same  thing  is  aubatan- 
tlally  Irueof  thelndiandepartment.  That  branch  of  the 
public  service  has,  within  a  few  years  past,  grown  into 
an  Importance  four  or  five  fold  greater  than  formerly. 
The  expenditures  in  Ihit  department,  a  few  yeara  ago, 
did  not  exceed  some  I  wo  or  three  hundred  thousand  dollara 
annually)  now  they  are  between  one  and  two  millionti 
the  irregularities  sndahuseaappearto  have  multiplied  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  public  interests  con- 
nected wilh  It.  What,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the  cause* 
ofthese  extraordinary  abutei'  The  cause  is  simple  and 
aingle.  The  entire  incompetency  of  much  the  larger 
number  of  Ihe  officers  and  agents  employed  as  heads  of 
bureaua,or  distinct  and  subordinate  offices.  It  lithe  want 
of  capacity,  of  skill,  and,  in  some  cases,  of  every  necea- 
aary  quality.  This  it  the  great  snd  decided  cause;  and 
the  remedy  does  not  exist  in  a  new  organization  of  tliis  or 
that  department,  nor  in  Ihe  invention  of  new  checks  and 
restrictions  upon  Ihe  dtscretiun  ofofficert.  The  remedy 
for  this  abuse,  like  tU  others,  will  be  found  in  the  remo- 
val  of  ihe  cause  of  it.  Nothing  ia  more  important  to  be 
understood,  and  extensively  propagated, in  tbla  country, 
than  Ibis;  that  no  Government,  however  wise  and  per- 
fect in  its  form,  exists,  bulmiy  and  will  beabused  and  per. 
verted  to  bad  and  corrupt  ends,  whenever  it  shsll  fall 
into  Ihe  hands  of  a  set  oradmlnistratoraof  loose  or  bad 
principles.  No  const iluli on al  or  legal  enactments  can 
supply  the  deficiency  of  ability  or  fidelityi  no  checks  or 
regulation*  can  anticipate  and  defeat  Ihe  devicea  of  art- 
ful and  unprincipled  office-hold  era.  Neither  ahllily  nor 
purity  can  be  Conferred  by  law.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
experience  bit  shown  that,  under  any  form  of  govern- 
ment or  of  official  regulation,  however  defective,  when 
the  public  officera  are  possessed  of  the  attributes  of  tal- 
ents and  fidelity,  ihe  public  liberty  will  be  respected,  the 
public  prosperity  promoted,  and  the  Brest  end  of  human 
government  succetsfiilly  carried  out- 

But  there  is  one  mystery  connected  with  the  existence 
of  the  gross  sbuses  in  some  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice which  deserves  to  be  mentioned.  How  has  ll  hap- 
pened that  these  abuteshave  not  only  been  suffered  to 
esiat,  but  even  to Increaseundersn  administration  sode- 
cldedly  popular  and  powerful  >  When  Ihit  problem 
shall  he  solved  lo  the  satis^ction  of  Ihe  public,  Ihe  rem- 
edy will  be  supplied .  The  true  answer  lo  Ihe  qutslion 
how  thete  abuses  come  to  exist  under  such  an  adminis- 
tration it,  becauae  Ihe  administration  is  lucb  as  it  ia— be- 
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cuue  it'll  popular-  Brer;  man  of  toundmiDdand  hw- 
fill  age  knowi  that  tha  Freiident,  nor  any  other  beinf 
of  created  ejustence,  can  exercue  a  perianal  ioapcctian 
and  HipetlRtendencD  over  all,  orevena  teotb  part,  orihe 
moit  important  delaili  of  the  public  ierricei  yet  every 
important  tranMClion  connected  with  the  public  ler- 
Tice  is  M  managed  by  the  lubordinate  officer*  aa  to 
throw  ttM  reaponiibitity  upon  ibe  Preiident.  If  tbe  de- 
linquent officer*  do  not  dotbitthemaelTe*.  their  defend- 
er* in-Coogresi  and  cut  of  Congren  do  not  fail,  in  effect, 
to  6i  tbo  reaponubility  tliere.  Whenever  in  Congres*, 
or  in  tbe  country,  compl^nt  ii  made  of  abuae  in  any 
branch  of  the  public  aervice,  tbe  aoiwer  la,  ctemallv, 
that  the  charge  ti  meant  aa  an  attack  upon  General  Jack- 
•on>  Hi*  great  name  and  popularity  are  the  afaield  and 
buckler  of  ever^  offlcial  delinquent,  whether  from  in- 
competency or  infidelity,  from  a  clerk  to  the  head  of  a 
Departmentj  from  the  register  or  receiver  of  a  land 
office,  or  an  Indian  agent,  (e  a  mlniater  plenipotentiary! 
The  name  and  lervices  of  Gen.  Jackaon,  I  repeat,  are  in- 
voked to  ahield  and  cover  over,  a*  with  a  mantle,  every 
official  tranagrosion  or  omisaion,  from  tbe  higbeat  to  the 
loweil,  whenever  it  sails  the  intereit  of  the  party  to  avail 
themaelvea  of  them.  And  the  people  are  called  upon  to 
rally  round,  to  aland  by  and  defend,  not  tlie  tndividuala 
arraigned,  not  (he  delinquent  department)  but  the 
Pretident  himaeJf,  who,  it  is  aMcrted  through  a  tbouund 
cbannels,is  intended  to  he  itruokat  and  stabbed  through 
the  aides  of  the  accused  officer  ardeparlmenl.  The  peo- 
ple cannot,  at  once,  detect  (he  artiBcesof  party.  Tbey 
•rejaaloua  of  every  thing  which  savors  of  an  attack  upon 
General  Jacksoni  and  utey,  in  general,  act  upon  tbat 
luspieion.  Those,  therefore,  who  dare,  here  or  elie- 
where,  to  find  fault  with  the  course  of  aflain,  upon  any 
ground,  Inatead  of  finding  countenance  from  (huae  in 
power,  or  from  the  dommant  party,  inttead  of  being 
cheered  on  in  the  ungracious  tuk  of  reform,  are  met 
at  the  threshold  with  the  charge  of  aecret  and  tiniiter 
motives — with  an(i-Jack*«nism.  They  are  told  that  their 
object  is  to  assail  tbe  character  of  tbe  hero  of  New 
Oriean*  and  (he  conqueror  of  tbe  United  State*  Bank,  aa  if 
either  one  or  Ihe  □(her  of  (hose  vic(oriea  could  be  of  any 
worth,  now  or  bartafter,  except  lo  protect  Ihe  constitu- 
tion, the  country,  and  its  liberties!  ai  if  those  victories 
could  be  of  toy  value,  if,  as  Ibc  price  of  them,  we  are  to 
■Ufrender  that  Terr  constituliun,  those  very  liberties, 
tboae  rich  and  glorious  prizes,  for  which  those  battles 
were  fought  and  won.  If  they  who  venture  to  make 
-chsrgesagainst  any  department  of  the  public  service  are 
not  met  precisely  in  thia  way,  they  are,  at  all  events,  (old 
tbat  GeneralJackson  i*  the  heuluftheGovemmenttlhat 
he  i*  reaponiible  for  all  the  executive  brancheaof  the 

Eublie  aervicet  and  no  attack  can  be  made  upon  any 
ranch  oftbe  service,  therefore,  without  attacking  hiio, 
and  every  body  know*  that  he  doea  his  duty;  a  moil 
(hameful,  egregious,  and  pernicious  fallacy.  But  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  argument  does  not  prevent  it  from  being 
conatantly  inlerpoaed.  The  argument  is,  tbat,  because 
General  Jackson  liable,  faithful,  and  patriotic,  in  tbe  dis- 
charge of  all  bli  duties,  ibereforc  all  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  the  Qovernment  are  *o  likewise.  But  more:  if 
any  one  shall  reply  to  all  this,  that  he  mean*  no  attack 
.  upon  Genera]  Jackson,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  exonerate 
him  from  any  agency  in  the  abuaea  which  are  alleged  to 
exist,  he  is  fnrthwith  denounced  a*  a  hypocrite,  as  a  dss- 
(ardly  assaibmt,  wbo  wanta  tfac  courage  and  independ- 
ence to  make  a  direct  attaek.  He  is  dared  to  come  for- 
ward hke  a  man,  and  aiaail  General  Jackson  as  tbe  au- 
thor of  all  theee  abuaeai  hia  pride  isappealed  to,  his  feel- 
ings are  chafed,  to  draw  liim  on  to  utter  tbe  fatal  denun- 
ciation, and  the  moment  he  doe*  >o,  tbe  mymiidans  of 
.'tbe  party  aland  ready  (a  hack  him  (o  piece* !  These, 
.  nr,  are  tbe  true  cau*c*  of  (he  coolinued  abuies.in  the 


pi^lic  aerrice.  They  are  themselve*,  without  doubt, 
the  greatest  of  all  abuse*.  Bo  long  as  a  great  and  vene- 
rated name  may  be  auccessfully  oppoacd  to  all  inquiry, 
to  all  reform  in  the  public  service,  lo  long  will  abuse* 
continue  to  multiply.  So  long  as  a  system  ofterror  and 
punishment,  through  the  agency  of  tbe  public  press, 
shall  be  Bucceaifully  practised,  abuses  will  Ihicken  upon 
ua.  I  have  said  that  the  means  resorted  to,  to  suppress 
inquiry  into  abuaes,  are  themaelves  (he  greateit  of  all 
abuses.  Sir,  (bey  are  so.  I  affirm  that  they  are  auch 
a*  cannot  long  exist  in  a  f^e  Government;  for  00  Gov- 
ernment in  which  theyexlitforagreat  while  can  be  free, 
Tbe  failure  of  the  proposition  to  appropriate  three 
illiona  of  dolUr*  for  (ho  army,  navy,  and  forUficationa, 
and  the  loss  of  the  regular  fortification  bill  at  tho  close 
'  (be  last  session  of  Congress,  are  now  become  stale 
ibjects)  hut  the  circumitancea  connected  with  those 
_  peni^  and  the  use  which  ha*  unce  been  made  of  Uiem, 
are  of  too  much  importance,  and  (oo  intimately  connected 
with  the  ctiaracter  and  conduct  of  (be  party  in  the  vw- 
jority  in  thia  House,  to  be  suffered  lo  paa*  without 
further  notice.  The  common  opinion  of  (he  country  is, 
that  to  CoDgreis  alone  is  to  be  attributed  the  late  de- 
fenceless condition  of  Ihe  country,  when  it  wi*  supposed 
that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France)  and  the 
loss  of  the  three  miition  approprialion  and  of  the  fortifi- 
cation  bill,  between  the  two  Housep,  ha*  been  the  evt- 
dence  reiiad  upon  to  fix  the  reaponilbility  there.  To 
do  ^UBlice  to  the  reapectlve  political  parties,  between 
which  this  subject  has  become  a  point  of  contention,  it 
I*  important  thst  the  real  authors  of  those  miscarriages 
ahould  be  clearly  ascertained  and'expoaed. 

Hut,  before  I  come  to  notice  the  circumitancea  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  action  of  the  two  Houaea 
upon  thia  aubject,  I  wish  to  csll  (he  attention  of  tbe 
contmittee  lo  (he  course  of  the  party  in  power,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  defences,  during  the  aeaiion  of  1B34, 
as  well  ■■  the  laat  session,  which  will  include  the  whole 
period  of  time  since  the  rejection  of  (he  treaty  by  Ibe 
French  Chambers,  in  April,  1S34.  I  expect  to  show, 
by  (his  inquiry,  that  it  was  (he  policy,  systematically 
pursued,  during  tbe  years  1834  and  1833,  up  to  the  Sd 
of  Uarch  in  that  year,  to  keep  down  the  appropriation 
for  fortlGcationt,  and  to  curtail  (hem  below  the  usual 
standard,  notwithstanding  the  pending  quarrel  with 
France;  and,  before  1  have  done,  [  trust  I  shall  be  able 
to  place  before  the  Gomniittee  such  facts  as  will  leave  it 
no  longer  doubtfiil  wbo  ahould  bear  (he  responiibilily  of 
the  neglected,  unarmed,  and  decayed  coKliUon  of  the 
public  defences. 

Tbe  regular  bill  making  appropriationi  for  forti6- 
calions  for  the  year  1834  was  under  coniidention  on  the 
I9lh  day  of  June  of  that  year.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Hr.  Pole,]  who  waa  (he 
regular  oigan  of  tbe  adminislration  in  this  Houae  on  all 
subjects  connected  with  approprialiona  of  the  public 
money,  and  who,  in  this  inatance  at  1eas(,  all  will  agree, 
cannot  be  suspected  of  taking  a  course  in  oppoaition  lo 
the  views  of  (he  Eiecudve,  tudea  motion  to  amend  (he 
bill  by  reducing  the  item  reported  in  (he  bill  by  the  com- 
mittee fur  preaerration  of  CMtle  IsUnd,  and  repair*  of 
Fort  Independence,  in  Boiton  harbor,  bum  034,758  8f> 
to  017,594.  This  motion  was  suceessfuL  He  fallowed 
up  Ih'is  motion  by  novinglo  strike  from  the  bill  (100,000, 
which  had  been  reported  for'*  fort  on  George's  Island, 
in  Boaton  harbor)  but  thia  motion  failed,  alter  an  anima- 
ted debate.  Tbe  *ame  gentleman  again  moved  lo  strike 
from  the  bill  the  appropriation  of  f  100,000  for  a  fort  on 
Throg'aNeck,  and  also  the  item  of  |SO,000  fora  fort  it 
Grand  Terre,  Louiiiana.  Both  these  motion*  were  car- 
ried againat  (he  wishes  of  the  organ  of  the  Qovernment. 
A  genllman  Irom  Maryland  [Mr.  HcKiw]  moved  to  add 
an  item  of  «3S,000  for  tbe  delence  of  Baitimore,  which 
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WH  voted  down.  Tbtt  thcw  prooeedinfc*  mky  be  daly 
umJcntood  and  ettiowied  by  the  country,  it  muat  be 
borne  in  mind  that  they  took  place  n«>rl]r  «  month 
kfter  the  receipt  of  the  intelll^nce  by  this  Ooremment 
^the  rejection  of  the  treaty  by  Ibe  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  and  after  thequeilion  of  awarwilh  Prance  gaTC 
rin  to  much  BpeeulaUon  in  the  public  mind.  It  ought, 
klao,  to  bo  renembered,  in  coniieiioii  »llh  the  proceed, 
ing  in  relation  to  the  defence  ofBoilon  harbor,  that  there 
iinot  to  (bit  day  a  nnglegun  mounted,  noraKnglework 
in  repair,  for  the  defence  of  that  dty. 

1  now  proceed  to  notice,  in  order,  the  proceedingi  of 
the  Houie  of  RepreaenatativM  upon  the  regular  fortifi- 
ealion  bill  lor  the  year  1833.  That  biil  was  taken  up  far 
consKlerBtton  on  the  15th  January  of  that  year.  Mr.  Ever- 
ett, of  Maanehosett*,  moved  in  amendment  of  {75,000 
for  repairing  the  forlHicalion*  on  Cutle  bland,  in  BoMon 
harbor  accorditif-  to  a  plan  of  the  board  of  engineers. 
He  aiTued,  in  support  of  hii  motion,  that  a  cat!  had  been 
made  on  the  War  Department,  by  the  eilimate  of  the 
board  of  •ngineen.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Polk]  "  denied  that  thisappro- 

Eriation  was  authorized  by  the  recommendatian  of  the 
epirtnent.  He  then  called  on  the  House  to  endearor 
to  keep  these  approprlitiani  down,  at  least  to  the  esli- 
matBBof  the  officers  appointed  to  make  them."  He 
(urtheritilcd  that  •'  be  had  long,  with  piin,  witnessed 
the  Cut,  (hat  all  eieesaea  of  approprialions  had  ori^na- 
ted  in  that  Uouar."  The  same  orgsn  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  leader  of  tlie  party  upon  this  subject,  [Mr. 
Polk,]  when  upon  the  floor  agiin,  during  the  same  de- 
bale,  declared  that,  "  ti  he  regarded  the  vote  which 
would  be  fpven  on  this  question  indicatire  of  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House  on  lubjecti  of  the  roost  einphatic*ll> 
vital  importance,  he  deemed  it  eiaential  to  have  a  full 
House  when  it  w»s  taken.  He  therefore  moved  a  call 
of  li)e  House."  The  motion  of  Mr.  Everett  was  re- 
jected, after  a  call  of  the  House,  by  a  vote  of  130  to  87. 
Ofthoae  who  voted  in  favor  of  ihe  amendment,  only  ris- 
teen  belonged  to  the  administration  partyi  and  ninety  of 
the  same  p*r(y  rated  in  the  negativei  and,  of  course, 
gave  their  delH>ente  sanction  to  the  doclrines  and  pol- 
icy bid  down  artd  advocited  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

It  it  an  important  and  singular  fact,  that  the  fortifi- 
cation bill,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  went  to  the 
Senate,  from  the  Houae,  with  leas  than  one  half  of  the 
■mount  approprialed  in  the  yeir  183^  If  dates  had 
not  been  referred  to,  I  dare  assert  that  no  one  would  have 
dreamed  that  these  solemn  proceedings,  this  deliheiate 
vote  in  conSrniation  of  the  policy  of  small  appropriations 
for  the  mtlitsry  defences  of  the  country,  could  have 
taken  place  as  late  as  the  middle  of  January,  1S3S,  after 
the  date  of  (he  reprisal  message,  and  only  five  or  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  made  notorious  by  (he 
loss  of  the  entire  fortification  bill.  Still  less  will  the 
public  be  able  to  comprehend  the  mystery,  that  those 
proceedings  were  sincDoned  by  the  same  poHlicsl  party 
which  ha*  made  the  whole  country  ring  with  their  de- 
nuiKaatioo*  of  those  who  wen  allq^ed  to  have  exposed 
the  country  to  the  attackaof  a  foreign  enemy,  without 
the  means  of  defence,  ind  when  there  was  imn^nent 
danger  of  war.  If  I  were  to  proceed  no  further  In  tr- 
mfiag  the  proofs  which  I  propose  to  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee upon  this  subject,  I  submit  that  there  can  be  no 
longer  any  doubt  where,  and  upon  whom,  theresponsi- 
biliQr  of  neglecting  the  public  defences  must  resti  at  all 
events,  up  to  the  pehod  of  the  3d  of  Harch,  1835.  Well, 
■ir,  what  new  lights  l>ad  flashed  upon  the  country,  and 
upon  the  organs  of  the*dminiB(ntion  in  this  House,  be- 
tween (be  31>t  of  Januat2>*l>en  the  forlificstion  bill  psastd 
the  Rouse,  sndtheSdofHarchfollowing,  whendtcprop- 
usition  was  made  for  an  appropriation  of  three  millions  for 


the  public  defence/  Was  there  any  stronger  reason  to 
tpppreheitd  war  in  March,  than  bad  existed  in  equal 
force,  (Vom  April,  1834,  when  the  treaty  was  rejeeted 
by  the  Prench  Chamber  of  Deputieii  or,  at  all  event*, 
from  the  date  of  the  reprisal  mesMreF 

I  now  propose  to  notice  ■ome  of  the  inott  material  of 
thoeelkctaandeircumstanceaoonnected  with  the  losaof 
-the  fortification  hill  at  the  cloM  of  Ibe  hat  tcssion,  which 
struck  me  at  the  time,  and  yet  impress  ute  with  conchniv* 
force  a*  to  the  motives  and  the  authors  of  the  loss  of  that 
bill.  As  to  whether  this  House  or  the  Senate  ought  to  be 
charged  with  the  loss  of  the  three  million  apprDprialion, 
whl<%thegentlemanfh)mNew  York  [Mr.  CaHaasLam] 
My«  is  the  true  imue,  can,  in  Act,  present  no  issue  at  all. 
The  Senate  undoubtedly  defetted  the  proposition  to  ap- 
propriate three  million^  but  that  body  did  agree  to  ap- 
propriate one  miHion  seven  hundrcdihousand dollar* for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  including  the  antount  en- 
braced  in  the  fiirtification  bill  as  it  went  from  the  Houset 
and  the  question  is,  who  defeated  tbisappropriationhin, 
and,  with  it,  the  eight  jiundred  (hauaand  dollars  agreed 
upon  hy  the  committee  of  conferencei  and  what  were 
(he  mo(irei  and  objects,  and  what  are  the  responsi- 
bilities, of  those  who  defeated  thiahilll  This  is  the  tra« 
issue  I  these  are  the  true  question*  presented  fbr  the  de- 
cision of  the  public. 

The  strongest  argument  in  the  power  of  any  one  In 
address  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  lo  conaisl  of  a 
simple  narrative  of  the  several  motions  and  orders  of  the 
House,  relative  to  the  fortlBcation  hill,  on  (he  night  of 
the  notorious  3d  of  March  i  together  with  some  notice 
of  the  points  uken  in  the  very  brief  debste  which  m- 
companled  them. 

The  House  amended  the  bill  hy  inserting  an  appro- 
priation of  (hree  million*  of  dolUrsi  the  Senate  refused 
(o  concur  with  the  House  in  this  amendment.  The 
House  determined  lo  insist  upon  its  amendment)  the 
Senate  then  csme  to  a  resolution  to  adhere  to  its  diss- 
greement,  leaving  the  sUemstive  to  the  House,  cither  lo 
recede  from  its  amendment,  or  to  ask  a  conference,  if 
(he  House  determined  to  adopt  neither  of  them,  (hen 
the  bill  would  he  hM  a*  a  matter  of  course.  Upon  the 
annouDcement  of  the  message  in  the  House  that  the 
Senate  refiised  to  agree  lo  the  amendment,  «  gentleman 
from  Vii^nia  [Mr.  Gbolsob]  expressed  "a  fervent 
hopethat  the  House  would  recede)'' he  was" consciaus 
that  no  man,  woman,  or  child,  who  had  any  intelligence 
upon  the  subject,  seriously  believed  we  would  liave  war 
with  France."  He  then  moved  that  the  House  do  re- 
cede IVora  its  amend  ment. 

The  chairman, of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affaira 
[Mr.  CAHimsLsao]  said  "he  trusted  the  Houae  srould 
not  recede.  If  no  meaMuca  were  to  be  taken  for  the 
defehee  of  the  country,  lei  the  Senate  lake  the  respo*- 
.ihilily." 

The  question  w>*  then  taken,  and  the  moUon  to  re- 
cede la*t.  Another  me**ige  from  the  Senate  annminced 
that  that  bodv  had  adhered  to  iu  diaagreententt  there- 
upon, the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  C*>Baai«a«] 
moved  (hat  the  Houae  do  adhere  tw  ita  amendmenl. 

A  gentleman  from  Tirginla  [Mr.  Hncia]  moved  that 
the  House  recede  from  its  amendment. 

A  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ljtle,]  who  is  mw,  I 
believe^  surveyor  genera)  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Prerident  since  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, rose  snd  "  objected  lo  any  conciliatory  meaaurea 
on  (he  part  of  (his  House.  Let  it  now  remain  with  the 
Peers  (o  answer  for  the  conaequences.  He  wished  to 
fisten — to  nait  the  re iponsi bitty  there.  He  would  not 
have  the  Bouse  sbsndon  the  elevated  ground  whicb  it 
now  occupied.  Without  an  appreprialioa,  tbe  country 
wouU  be  left  defenceless  i  that  appropiiatiun  the  House 
hid  tendered,  and  tbe  country  would  put  its  seal  of  rep- 
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robuion  on  the  putiltMiimoui  act  which  thmrted  the 

-  The  (^nlleoMa  from  New  York  [Hr.  Cixaaim*] 
■ud  kfurwirdBi  And  when  givinf;  hit  msoni  for  not  pre- 
•entin^  th*  report  fnlin  the  committee  of  conference, 
"that  he  regretted  the  Ion  oT  the  whole  fortiRcation 
bill  t  but  let  the  reiponubilitf  Tall  where  it  ooght— on 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea."  Thii  1  find  in  the 
Globe  oT  the  5th  of  Hareh. 

No  ^ntlenun  of  thif  Houae  ooutd  have  heard  the  re- 
marki  which  I  hare  quoted,  without  perceivinK  that  there 
wa*  a  decided  and  iliong  determination  on  the  part  of 
nanjr  membera,  and,  anion^  olheri,  the  gentleman  from 
Ne«  Tork,  [Hr.  CAvaaiLira,]  to  tuffer  the  whole  hill 
to  be  Tost,  with  a  view  to  attach  odium  to  the  Senate.  It 
>■  i^orthy  of  particular  notice,  aa  iHualralive  of  the  pe- 
culiar character  of  the  party  now  in  power,  iliat  Ihoae 
who  were  rnoat  determined  to  defeat  the  whole  fortifica- 
tion bill  did  not  aee  any  objection  to  the  loai  of  il, 
(though,  according  to  their  own  declaration  at  the  time, 
the  countrj'woulil  thereby  he  left  dereiKeleai,)proTided 
the  Senate  coaM  be  held  reaponHble.  TIte  counlry  wm 
but  a  aecondatT  couaiderattoni  the  intereat  of  the  party 
had  nperior  obligation).  ATlhongh  the  courM  inuated 
upon  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tiad  been  ao  far 
■ucceaafu),  and  the  bill  with  the  amendmenta  wa*  already 
coiMldered  by  the  Rouae  h  loit,  it  waa  erident  that  aome 
UMMineas  waa  felt  at  thia  reiult.  A  gentleman  from  New 
Hampahire  [Mr.  HvaaimD]  made  two  efforta^  before  be 
Waa  aucceiffiil  in  getting  the  floor,  to  move  for  a  oom- 
mitteeof  conferencei  and,  notwithatan^ng  the  obatinacy 
with  which  a  large  majority  had  but  a  few  moment*  be- 
fore roted  to  adhere  to  their  amendment,  the  notion  for 
B  conference  waa  carried  without  a  dirieion.  The  Cliair 
appointed  the  gentlenun  from  New  York,  [Ur.  Cambkk- 
una,]  the  rentleman  from  New  Hatnpahire  who  nioved 
for  the  conference,  and  a  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Hr. 
Liwii,]  of  the  committee  of  conference.  I  diatincily 
remember  that  there  w««  tome  delay  on  the  put  of  the 
eommittee  in  leaving  the  Houae,  and  tome  aymptoma  of 
heaitatien  and  faltennt;  in  the  look*  and  manner  of  that 
iBewber  of  the  eommittee  who  wii  moat  relied  upon  to 
bring  about  a  fayorable  result!  It  ia  within  my  peraonal 
knowledge  that  (bat  gentleman  waa  addreaaed  bya  mem- 
ber, and  told  that  he  had  taken  a  atep  which  wai  honeat 
and  patriotio,  though  oontrsry  to  the  wiahea  and  policy 
of  a  portion  of  the  Hornet  that  it  only  required  courage 
and  energy  to  carry  bii  object)  and  that  no  lime  waa  to 
be  ioit.  It  waa  about  thia  time  that  it  waa  rumorMl  in 
the  Houae  (or,  at  all  eventa,  I  had  abont  thia  lime  been 
■nfomed]  lint  an  honorable  Senator  from  Tetinaaeee  had 
voted  againat  the  amendment  of  the  Houae  to  the  fortifi- 
cation hill.  Thia,  of  coune,  did  not  diminish  the  in- 
Icreat  I  had  before  felt  upon  the  aubjcett  yet  i  hare  no 
diaiinct  impreewon  of  the  particular  bill  or  queation  upon 
which  the  Houae  was  engaged  it  the  time  the  committee 
retorned,  or  at  what  hour  of  the  night. 

[Hr.  CAHiatLSHs  explained,  and  aaid  that  the  com- 
mittee tiad  left  the  Houae  only  after  himaelf  and  another 
member  nf  the  committee  had  voted  on  the  Cumberland 
road  bill.  He  also  expreaard  tome  lurpriae  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tcnneaaee  ahould  not  know  that  the  com- 
mitlee  bad  to  wait  in  the  Houae  until  a  meatage  could  he 
sent  lo  the  Senate,  and  an  anawer  returned,  before  they 
could  know  whether  the  Senate  would  agree  to  a  con- 
ference. He  abo  aiid  that  the  Cumbertend  road  bill 
wu  taken  up  immediately  alter  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  waa  appointed,  or  ao  aoon  afterwarda 
that  the  committee  could  not  have  acted  befbre  that  bill 
wea  taken  up.]    . 

Mr.  Bell  reeumed.  A*  J  have  not  much  oonfldenee 
in  the  accuracy  of  my  own  memory  upon  these  queaiiona 
of  timet  ond  the  order  of  event*,  that  uigbt,  ao  am  I  io- 
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elined  lo  diatrust  the  memory  of  others.  There  waa  a 
good  deal  of  buainea*  transacted  afler  the  appointment  of 
the  commltlee,  and  before  the  road  bill  was  acted  upont 
beaides,  that  bill  hadtobe  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
then  acluallv  read  through,  before  it  waa  put  upon  ita 
paaa^ei  and  the  committee,  in  waiting  to  vote  upon  that 
bill,  if  such  waa  the  fact,  were  guilty  of  negligence, 
when  ao  important  a  measure  a*  the  fortification  bill  de< 
pended  ao  much  upon  despatch.  It  is  not  neeesMTj, 
either,  that  the  committee  should  have  waited  for  an  an- 
swer from  the  Senate<  nor,  upon  auch  occawona^  is  that 
the  usual  courae.  The  committee,  if  it  had  done  ita  whole 
duty,  would  have  followed  the  meaaage  of  the  Houae  to 
the  Senate  chafnber,  and  have  been  ready  to  act,  in- 
stantly, wilhany  coronsittee  which  might  be  appointed  by 
that  body.  But,  ^r,  Iregard  theae  points  aa  of  very  little 
importance  lo  the  principal  inquiry.  If  the  committee 
bed  returned  to  the  House  when  Ihe  yea*  and  naya  were 
being  taken  on  Uieroad  bill,  it  wouldfaavet>een  loo  late, 
in  point  of  time,  to  obviate  the  acniplea  of  thoae  who 
supposed  that  tlie  Houae  oouid  not  act  after  the  hour  of 
twelve.  [  cannot  aay  that  I  waa  right  in  my  inpreaaion, 
hut  I  am  certain  that  I  supposed  tlut  hour  had  arrived  be- 
fore the  road  bill  passed  ine  House.  A  gentleman  from 
Oeo^ia,  [He.  Gilmer,]  who  waa,  in  every  reapect,  a 
most  exact,  aincere,  and  conacientioua  man,  in  tlie  die- 
charge  of.bis  duties  aa  a  member  of  this  House,  rote  in 
bis  place,  when  hia  name  waa  called  to  vote  upon  that 
bill,  and  declared  that  he  regarded  Ihe  conatitutional 
term  of  that  Congress  aa  having  expired,  and  be  could 
not,  conscientiouuy,  vote  upon  any  queationtknd  he  did 
not  vote.  There  was  ao  queation  made  as  to  the  true 
tiroei  and  tbe  statement  of  the  genllemin  from  Georgia 
was  acquirsced  in  ao  far  that  no  member  rote  to  correct 
bis  ttatemenl.  I  can  only  siy  further  upon  tbia  point, 
that  when  Ihe  bill  was  wgned  by  the  Speaker,  it  was 
done  under  a  confident  belief  that  the  hour  of  twelve 
bad  paased)  and,  when  the  President  approved  it,  it  miwt 
have  been  al^er  that  hour.  Whether,  therefore,  Ihe 
committee  retired  from  the  Houae,  or  returned  to  it, 
when  the  queation  was  being  taken  upon  tbe  road  bill, 
is  wholly  immaterial,  in  every  view  of  the  subject,  We 
know  that  the  commKtee  of  conference  of  both  Houses 
agreed  to  amend  the  fortification  biU  by  aiUing  H00,000 
for  tbe  public  defences,  but  that  tbe  report  wae  not  act- 
ed upon  in  tbe  Bouae,  becauae  of  tbe  alleged. want  of  a 
quorum)  and  for  the  further  reaaon  alleged,  that  tbe  term 
of  Conneas  expired  at  the  hour  of  twelve  on  the  night 
of  tbe  3d  of  March,  1835,  and  tbat  the  report  waa  not 
presented  to  the  Houae  until  after  that  hour.  Now,  air, 
Ihe  inquiry  is,  how  it  happened  that  Ihe  House  found 
itself  without  a  quorum,  at  the  close  oEitaterm,  whenao 
many  important  subjects  remained  to  be  acted  uponiand 
who  were  the]'  thai  withdrew  at  auoh  a  moment,  and  what 
were  their  motived  All  theae  points  I  undeitake  lo  ex- 
plain and  settle,  from  circumatanceaao  strong  aa  to  aatitfy 
every  impartial  inquirer.  It  ia  fortunate  Ihat  we  have 
record  proof  upon  thia  subjectg  and  it  ia  upon  such  1 
mainly  rely  in  making  good  my  engagement. 

It  appcara  from  the  journals  of  Ihat  night  that  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  membera  voted  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  theCumberland  road  bill;  ofthat  number,  eigtity- 
three  were,  and  are  now,  Ihe  political  frienda  and  iup- 
portera  of  the  Vice  Preudeni,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  Ihe 
•uccession  lo  the  preaidency.  Yon,  ^ir,  [Mr.  Uak«b, 
of  Ohio,]  may  know  that  tliere  were  atrong  reaaon*  for 
the  passage  of  thai  bill,  beaidea  the  ordinary  intereat 
which  the  people  of  the  Slates  north  of  the  Ohio  tud  in 
the  road  ilaelfi  and  it  was  not  aafo  to  be  too  inquiutive 
as  to  the  hour  of  the  night,  ores  lolhe  precise  point  of 
time,  when  tbe  coBstilutional  powera  of  the  House  ceas- 
ed. That  bill  waa  to  be  paaaed  at  alt  hiiard*.  But  b 
few  minutes  bad  elapsed,  after  Ibe  passage  of  tbe  road 
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bill,  when  •  motion  «m  made  to  take  up  the  qucMim  of 
Mr.  Letcbcr'a  p>yi  and,  after  aotne  tittle  debale,  the 
preriouiqueitiDn  waitDovedi  and  In  ascertaining  wbeth- 
er  there  waa  a  lecond  to  Ihe  inotioD,  there  appeared,  on 
a  count,  to  be  one  hundred  and  thtrtj-five  menben 
preMnti  on  taking  Ibe  main  quetiioo,  immediateljr  aner- 
warda,  by  feai  and  nayi^  only  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
■Mmhen  ancwered;  and  lo  the  Home  appeared  to  be 
without  a  quorumi  one  hundred  and  twen^-one  men* 
ben  beinf  neceaMry  Tor  tbat.purpoae.  It  thui  appcaM 
that,  in  the  rery  *hort  ipace  of  lime  between  tbe  vote 
upon  the  road  bill  and  the  queMion  .of  Hr.  I^etcber'i 
par.  nitf -one  menhera  had  retired  from  tbe  HotMe,  or 
Mftised  to  Totet  and  twenty-two  of  the  metnber*  pree- 
ent,  when  the  previoui  qucalion  waa  mored  on  tbe  quea- 
tkm  ofLeteher*!  pay,  abaenled  thenuelreiiiMBedialely, 
or  dediBcd  Toting  on  the  nuin  qneatkm,  which  wai  put 
(be  next  moment.  On  the  oueMion  of  Lelcber*!  pay, 
only  thirty-oae  membera  of  the  PMrty  voted)  kM  than 
the  number  of  the  mme  Iiartr  wUch  had  voted  jutt  be> 
Ibre  upon  the  road  bill,  by  ftny-twot  and  w  It  appeara 
that  of  the  •ixty-one  mcmhera  who  voted  on  the  raid 
bill,  and  deolin«l  voting  on  the  queition  of  Letcher't 
pay,    fifly-two  were  memhen  of  tbe   dominant   party, 


portaht  moBMnt.  These  detaila  I  know  are  tqdi 
UDlniereating,  but  they  are  important  to  the  cauie  of 
truth,  and  equally  lo  to  tbe  cause  of  juitice  between  Ibo 
reipective  political  partie*  in  the  country.  1  cannot  be 
aatitfled  until  I  A»v,  by  names,  who  Ihey  were — 1  mean 
of  what  psrtr,  and  what  their  probable  motives — that 
were  Ibe  real  authors  of  the  raisorrisge  of  tbe  fortiflca- 
lionbiU.  The  following  gentlemen,  members  of  the  last 
Congress,  snd  M  iMJnbers  of  the  party,  voted  on  the 
Cumberland  road  bill,  wbo,  from  soruples  of  conscience. 


any  other  question  ai 
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e  other  reiim, 

lesliOn  during  the  nigbt:  Samuel  Btanbt^, 
Bowland  Dsy,  Jo«l  TurrTll,  B.  H.  Gillet,  K.  Habey,  8. 


G.  Hslhaway,  N.' Johnson,  C.  HcVean,  Job  Plerson, 
end  William  Taylor,  of  New  York)  Mm  Qalbntith,  J. 
B-  Sulberlsnd,  and  A.  Beaumont,  of  PeonsytvaDiii 
Jereniab  UcLene,  R.  MldttU,  W.  Patterson,  and  T. 
Webster,  of  Ohio;  J.  M.  Harper,  B.  H.  Bean,  and  H. 
Hubbard,  of  New' Uanpihirei  William  Schley,  of  Oeor- 
giai  O.  P.  Osgood,  of  MMMchoaetts;  A.  G.  Haves,  of 
Keatoekyi  H.  Coimor,  of  North  CaroKnai  BtUiff  Boon 
snd  John  Can>,  of  Indieaat  Oorhan  Parki^  of  Maine  ■ 
Mid  J,  IL  H.  Bede,  of  Virginia. 

(give  the  names,  not  from  ear  personal  disrespeet, 
but  ttat  all  who  know  the  geatVemsn  may  draw  their 
own  conolusioaai  as  all  I  can  vouch  for  in  regard  to 
them  is,  that,  as  party  men,  theysre,  without  exception, 
good  and  trust  as  fiiithfiil  a  bsFid  as  ever  rallied  under 
party  chief)  but,  sir,  they  must  be  sUoved  to  be  honest, 
and  have  scruples  of  conscience,  like  other  men.  But  I 
have  ■nolher  list,  which  will  place  this  point  beyond  di*> 
pute.  The  following  ffentlemen,  twenty-two  innumber, 
and  all  of  tbe  true  faith,  who  did  not  vote  on  the  quei- 
tioa  of  Letcher's  pay,  resppeared  afterwards,  and  actu- 
ally voted  upon  one,  and  much  the  largest  number  of 
them  on  two  motions  to  adjourn,  which  were  decided 
npoti  Ihe  yeas  snd  nsyi^  long  after  the  vote  upon  Letch- 
er's cisei  Philemon  Dickerson,  M.  T.  Hawkins,  Ben- 
jamin Jones,  E.  Ksvanagh,  J.  K.  Folk,  I.  B.  VinHou- 
ieo,  Joseph  B.  Anthony,  John  Chsney,  John  Cramer, 
D.  Kilgorr,  T.  Lee,  E.  Lucas,  C.  Lyon,  H.  Usson,  jr, 
James  Parker,  F.  O.  J.  Smith.  Jesse  Speiglil,  L.  Jsrris, 
W.  L.  Uiy,  W.  N.  Shinn,  J.  J.  HcKsy,  snd  E.  Howell. 
These  twenty-two  members,  added  to  the  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  who  voted  upon  the  question  of  Letcher's 

K,  make  the  whole  number  one  nundrcd  and  thirly- 
,  which  miiit  hare  been  present,  either  in  the  House 


or  wttlun  calL  at  tbe  tiaw  Ibe  question  was  taken  open 
the  proposilion  to  p»  Letcher,  besides  those  wbe  wcro- 
preeent,  but  declined  voting  upon  any  qiteslion  at  all  af- 
ter tbe  road  ball  psssed  Here,  then,  air,  is  proof  pcn- 
tive  and  certain  that  there  waa  a  quorum  preaent  at  the 
very  point  of  tune  when  it  is  affiinsd  by  those  who  wWi 
to  avoid  responiibility,  and  throw  the  o^m  of  the  losv 
of  tbe  fortifioition  bill  upon  others,  that  there  was  not 
one  in  the  House,  it  is  due  to  these  gentlemen  whose 
nsmca  I  have  teken  Ibe  liber^  to  mention  lo  say  that 
they  may  have  acted  from  very  proper  motives,  aad 
very  different  from  thoae  which  I  have  left  to  be  ioftrred 
from  the  oianner  in  which  I  have  slated  the  argument. 
In  order  to  ibow  the  view  whieb  tbe  geMleman  fiom 
New  York  [Mr.  Cahiulkss]  took  oTthia  question, 
andihe  diatmct  ground  upon  which  he  plscedhisown 
^tjfication,  I  wUl  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  printed 
m  the  lulelligeooer  of  tbe  9tb  of  March,  with  his  signs- 


been  taken  up  and  scted  upon  io  the  absenoe  of  the 
committee,  when  lfr.C4JaaBXLaaaexpluncd,  and  ssksd 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  if  be  had  not  beard  hie 
Btatament  upon  this  point  on  a  former  dsy  F  He  also  re- 
ferred to  Ihe  journal,  lo  show  that  a  statement  there  sp- 
pesi-ed,  ouule  by  him  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  Maicb,  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  the  vote  was  decided  on  the 
question  of  Letcher's  pay  when  the  committee  returned 
to  the  House,  snd  lie  was  surprised  that  the  gentlcmsn 
from  Tennessee  should  not  know  the  bcti  ami  if  there 
was  any  thing  wrong  in  the  joui  nal,  tbe  Speaker,  whos« 
duty  it  was  to  see  it  made  up  pri^wtly,  was  responsible.] 
Mr.  fiiLi.  resumed.  I  beard  the  aentlemsn's  statement 
00  a  former  day.  He  then  staled  that  the  comrailtee  ^d 
not  retire  until  be  and  another  member  of  the  commit* 
tee  voted  on  the  road  bill)  but  1  uitl  do  not  regard  the 
statement  as  decisive  of  Ihe  fact,  Im  Ibe  gentleman's  own 
reoolieciioo  was  different  a  few  days  alter  the  adjourn- 
menl.  And  as  to  the  responsibility  lo  which  tlie  gentle- 
man thinks  tbe  Speaker  ought  to  be  held,  1  am  wiUing  tv 
bear  all  priq>er  responsibility  (  but  no  ngui  who  wse  pre»' 
ent  can  suppose  it  poesibie  that  the  Speaker  could  re- 
member  tbe  order  of  all  that  was  said  and  done  oa  that 
itwstbaramiiig  night.  As  to  tbeMatemcni  whkhappean 
by  the  jouruli  to  have  been  ntde  by  Ihe  gentlemsn  in 
relation  lo  the  time  when  tbe  oonmittee  relumed  lo  tba 
House,  it  prorea  nolhinr  more  than  tbe  geMkasea'a  own 
verbal  ■tntemeat  eouM  now  doi  for  it  waa  a  mntter  that 
did  not  behmg  to  the  Journals,  and  mtf/Olt  not  lo  bnve 
been  there.     But  I  state  again,  Ibat  I  do  not  regard  the 

Sieslion  of  the  time  when  Ihe  committee  returned  to  the 
ouie  as  at  all  materisl;  I  was  proceeding  to  read  tbe 
letter  of  the  gentleman  more  with  a  view  to  another  and 
distinct  point,  than  to  show  how  little  reliance  was  lo  bo 
plaocd  upon  the  recollection*  of  any  one  as  to  the  pre^ae 
time  at  which  any  particular  event  transpired.  The 
gentleman  fiirlher  Btates  in  bis  letter,  after  affirming  that 
the  oommiUee  returned  to  the  House  while  the  yea*  and 
nays  were  being  called  upon  Lelcfaer's  case,  that  "a 
quorum  on  Iha  question  uf  Letcher's  pay  not  having 
voted,  the  Clisir  could  receive  no  report  from  any  com- 
mittee." This  is  tlie  materiiil  statement  to  which  I  wiah 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee.  It  is  true  the 
genllemsn  did  sUte  in  his  place,  on  that  night,  Uiat  there 
was  no  quotum  present,  and  be  gave  that  as  a  reason 
why  he  had  not  presented  the  report  of  the  c<»nmilteei 
but,  in  doing  so,  he  acted  gratuitously.  In  taking  notice 
that  no  quorum  was  preaent,  even  if  it  were  the  net,  be 
■swimed  a  duty  and  reeponsibllily  wlwlly  unusual  and 
uoprccedcnied  in  tbe  ptactioe  of  tfab  House,  eoleM  tbe 


yl^^OOglC 


OF  DEBAI^S  IN  CONGRESS. 


!■  16,  1836.  ;i 


Bnal  Sa^iei  BiB. 


[U.  M  E 


mwnber  who  takei  aOch  Jt  eoans  intaDda  to  d«fMt  the 
meawre  before  dw  Howe. 

[Hr.  CuianLBVo  hero  kppetled  to  the  ^nlletiua 
rron  TBpnewea  to  «y  if,  *Aer  «  queition  w»  ufecn  bf 
ycM  Bfid  ntfi,  and  do  qwirum  voted,  the  oaw  wouU  not 
be  dUTerent)  mod  wbelber  it  WM  not  hii  duly  to  nolic* 
th«rMth 

Ur.  Bill  rcMimed.  I  hive  jui(  lubTiiilted  the  evi- 
deoce  of  Ibe  Act,  Uwt  tMtwithitinding  the  vote  upon 
l.etcher'ipu',  there-wMictiMlly  k quorum  ia  theHouiCf 
■nd  it  ii  difficult,  from  all  the  flwta  of  the  cue,  to  nip- 
poee  that  the  geBtlenun  from  New  York  did  not  him- 
■elf  know  thftt  s  quorum  vm  nther  preeent,  or  within 
oall,  if  be  hid  deiired  one.  But,  tir,  whether  there 
WM  t  quorum  prewnt  or  not,  ud  although  ererjr  mem- 
ber vajr  iMttperly  ykfi  nolice  of  the  want  of  a  quorum 
at  anr  (Im^  iml  i^ill  i  ■  eount  of  the  Book,  yet  1. ap- 
peal to  the  oldi3t  Memben  of  the  Howe  (aad  there  are 
genllcmen  prevent  who  bare  been  memben  fifteen  or 
IweMy  yeuv)  to  ••/,  if  Ihejr  ever  knew  a  ringte  inetanee 
in  which  B  member  friendlj'  to  ■  meaaure  required  • 
count  of  Ibe  Heoief  We  all  know  that  the  Jouroala 
■re  ttiton  read,  aod  other  bniiocM  of  It^Mrtanee  trani- 
aetadt  witbiMt  e  quomm.  Nothing  ia  tnore  common 
than  toreoeive  repmii  from  eoonittee*  the  Hrat  half  hour 
after  the  raeellng  of  ihe  Hooae,  without  a  qoonim.  it 
ii  Ihe  duly  of  the  Speaker  at  all  timea  to  lee  that  a  quo- 
rum ii  preacnt  when  hnpottant  boiinem  ii  traoaaeled) 
and  ao  It  would  here  been  hii  duly,  if  the  report  of  the 
aommittee  (rfconhrence  had  been  preaented,  to  bm  that 
there  wae  a  quorum  in  tbe  Houae  when  it  wea  acted  upon. 
Sir,  the  Speaker  would  have  taken  tbe  reiponribility  of 
receiving  Ihe  leport  of  tbe  committee  that  nishl,  with- 
out ■  count  of  the  Houae,  becauae  he  *m  aatirfed  that 
there  wai  a  qaorum  prcient,  notwithilandii^  the  vote 
nn  the  queatioo  of  Letcher'*  payi  and  I  repeat,  Ifaat  the 
oonree  of  the  rentlenun,  in  taking  upon  himtelf  the  re- 
aponnbility  of  asking  a  count  of  the  Home,  waa  gntui- 
loui,  and  cnuld  Only  be  explained  or  juatiGed  by  hit  de- 
aire  to  defeat  tbe  meaaure  of  which  he  had  charge. 
Sir,  I  am  the  more  earned  in  preaung  thia  point,  be> 
oauae  I  feel  that  the  Chair  waa,  in  lome  meaaure,  reipon- 
aible  for  the  lorn  of  Ibe  Unification  bill,  by  hivin(r  placed 
■  gentleman  at  the  bead  of  the  committee  of  conference 
who  had  already  indicaleil  ■  diipoaition  to  let  Ibe  bill 
bllj  and  it  ww  by  the  request  of  tlie  gentleman  who 
made  the  motion  for  a  committee,  and  from  courteiy  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  wai  at  the  head  of 


o  tbe  meaaure  bad  been  placed  at  tbe  head  of  the 

Witlee,  it  ieprobeble  that  the  bill  would  have  been  paaaed. 
I  hare  now  done  wHhdettili  onthiaaubjeot.  Bendei 
theee,  Aera  would  be  much  to  Mtiify  the  mind  of  any 
man,  who  bad  ■  fait  view  of  lU*  hall,  and  dke  acton  in 
U,  on  that  extnuirdiDar]>  nieht,  upon  the  queaiion  el  m- 
•ue.  Occupying  the  pontion  I  did,  it  Win  impoaaible 
.. >.  -■   ....  in  tbe  motive!  and 


conduct  of  tbe  partiet  concerned.  Soon  after  tbe  paa- 
m^e  of  the  Cumberland  reed  bill,  aymptomt  of  •  diapt^ 
aition  to  do  no  more  buMneat,  on  tbe  part  of  many  mem- 

, jf^  1^^  ^^p  ll^  return  of  the 

nee,  the  dementi  of  diteord  greally 
IS  ofavioui  that  the  ordinary  whipper» 
in  oflhe  party  had  auddenly  became  tbe  wbippere-out. 
I  «aw  that  a  powerful  effort  waa  making  to  prevent  any 
further  action  of  the  Houw  upon  aome  meaaure  or  other. 
When  Ihe  gentleman  fromNew  Turk  [Ur.CAHaauiaa] 
objected  that  there  wm  no  quorum  preacnt,  I  had  no 
further  doubt  ai  to  the  coune  of  the  gentleman  and  hia 
friends  upon  that  neaiure.  I  must  say,  however,  tliat 
I  did  not,  at  thai  time,  indulge  in  any  very  uncharitable 
feelings  in  relation  to  the  increased  efforts  of  that  gen- 


tleman and  hia  frietid*  to  defeat  tbe  fmtiBcation  hilli  fat 
I  had  heard,  either  about  the  timethe  committee  of  con- 
ference had  returned  to  the  Houae,  or  ahortly  afterwards, 
■  rumor  that  Ihe  President  bad  declared  that  he  would 
not  sign  any  bill  which  might  pass  after  twelve  o'clock) 
and  I  auppoaed  it  very  natural,  and  not  altoeether  unfair 
a*  a  par^  movement,  to  suffer  the  bill  to  fall  between 
tbe  two  Heiuea,  rather  than  throw  the  whole  responsi- 
bility of  ita  km  upon  tbe  Preiident.  It  is  true  that  nei- 
ther then  nor  since  have  I  heard  from  any  authentic 
source  that  the  President  made  any  such  declaration! 
but  it  ia  alas  true  that  I  have  beard  no  contrediction  of 
the  nimor.  If  the  President  had  made  such  &  declara- 
tion, I  knew,  and  the  gentlemen  thenMclves  knew,  that 
the  President  would  not  be  likely  to  change  hia  mind, 
whatever  were  tbe  motivei  whiob  prompted  hia  course. 
But,  air,  whalldoblameintheoouriearthegenLlemen, 
and  for  which  I  IhUik  they  deeerve  Ibe  censure  of  the 
whole  country,  is,  that  after  they  had,  aa  I  have  oonclu- 
■ively  shown,  witbdrewn  tbemaelves  from  the  House,  or 
declined  voting  upon  every  question,  or  otherwise  eu 
raanayed  ii  to  deprive  the  Hnuse  of  •  quorum,  and  thai 
to  defeat  tbe  fortification  bill,  they  ahould,  ai  a  parly, 
and  through  the  public  preaa  in  their  iDtneal,  join  In 
the  clamor,  and  eountenanec  the  charge,  tlMl  U  a  timo 
when  there  wai  imminent  danger  of  war,  the  Senate, 
and  narticiibu'ly  an  honuible  Eienalor  from  Tennessee, 
bad  defeated  the  neccsair^  appropriations  for  the  defenoe 
of  the  country.  There  is  no  ^ralogy,  no  defence,  for 
Hwh  a  course.  Gentlemen  ought  to  Tcntember  that 
Judge  White,  especially,  will  aaailed  in  the  moat  unjust 
and  gross  manner.  He  was  even  impeached  of  "trea- 
Booable  conduct"  for  hie  vote  upon  thia  question  i  and  ba 
wai  charged  with  having  prepared,  in  conjunction  with 
the  (u^joritv  of  the  Senate,  "to  play  the  part  of  Bene- 
dict AmoK],  and  betray  our  forlifieationa  to  the  enemy." 
Tbia  article  was  copied  into  tbe  Glube,  and  the  number 
of  that  paper  containing  it  waa  actually  Knt  by  the 
President  himielf,  under  hia  own  Avnk,  to  every  mem- 
mer  of  ihe  Tennessee  Legtalature.  It  is  due  to  the 
Senate  and  Judge  Whita'to  state  that  they  had  added, 
by  way  of  aniendment,  f450,0OO  to  the  bill  as  it  waa 
origiiulty  sent  to  the  Senate)  and  they  had  alio  agreed, 
by  their  committee  of  conference,  toadd  t800,(X>0morei 
in  all  «I:,3S0,000,  in  addilion  to  Ihe  original  bill,  which 
conuined  $459,000  only.  The  House  bad  it  in  its  pow- 
er, with  Ihe  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  approprisle 
01,669,000  for  the  public  defences;  but  Ihe  interests  of 
party  prevailed  over  those  ufthecountry,  and  Ihe  whole 
bHl  was  lost. 

The  defence  of  those  membera  of  the  party  of  the 
succession  who  withdrew,  or  declined  voting  at  all, 
after  tbe  passeife  of  Ihe  Cumberland  road  bill,  is  put 
upon  tbe  ground  of  conscientious  scruple*.  I'hii  da* 
fence  is  liable  to  two  decisive  objectiona  :  in  the  first 
place,  tboaa  scruples  came  upon  gentlemen  too  sudden- 
ly, and  too  late,  also,  for  tbe  hour  of  twelve  had  arrived 
before  the  Cumberland  road  bill  paiaed  the  Bouart  and 
attboogh  aome  few  individuals  may  justly  be  supposed 
to  have  been  seized  with  sudden  aeruplea  of  eonaolenca 
after  the  vote  on  the  road  bill,  such  viii  tings,  in  their  net 
unl  opentioa,  are  n^r  known  to  operaie  upon  one 
political  party  and  not  upon  another.  Of  tbe  61  mem 
bers  who  TOled  on  the  road  bill,  and  refused  to  vote  on 
the  next  quesion  that  was  taken  up  in  the  House,  53 
were  supporters  of  Hr.  Van  Burcn  for  the  presidency. 
But  the  defenee  of  the  gentlemen  is  liable  to  this  further 
objection  :  they  are  membera  of  the  party  which  hat 
maintained  Ihe  ground,  ditrii^  Ibe  lait  twelve  months, 
and  which  succeeded  in  imposing  their  views  upon  a 
large  portion  of  the  public,  that  there  was  just  reason 
to  apprehend  a  war  with  Prance  at  the  very  lime  the 
forlifical'wn  bill  was  lost.     Now,  if  there  was  actually  no 
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dtnger  of  war,  the  Ion  of  thai  hill  mi  ■  matter  of  no 
■eriaui  coniequence  to  the  oountry  i  and  all  that  baa 
been  aiid  to  the  contrary  hai  been  nwre  trifling.  But  if 
there  waa  rea'ly  any  probable  reaaoii  to  apprehend  mr 
•t  the  clow  of  tbe  lut  aciiion  of  Con^reM,  than  it  waa 
Juil  (ucli  an  emergency  ai  that  all  conatitulional  doubta 
about  the  power  of  the  Home  to  piaa  the  bill  after 
tweWe  o'cbck  at  night  ou^ht,  upon  principle  ai  well  la 
the  authority  of  precedenr,  to  have  been  aolred  in  favor 
of  the  power.  It  ia  itrange  that  a  whole  party,  which 
daimt  ezcluiire  piiriotiMn,  ihould  hare  been  panlyied 
by  doubta  at  nich  a  criila.  What!  when  the  country  wai 
nippoaedto  be  upon  the  eveoFa  war  with  a  powerful 
nation — ita  militiiy  (Jefences  incomplete,  unarmed,  and 
decayed— i«  it  at  inch  a  crisis  that  acruplea  and  doubl* 
about  conalitutionit  power  to  «  mere  queiiion  of  houra 
— not  ordayi,  but  of  houn — are  aufffred  to  affect  meaa- 
urei  eatential  to  the  honor,  aaf^ty,  and  perhap*  the  very 
eziatence  of  the  GoTernmeBt  f  It  waa  not  so  with  Gen- 
eral Jaekion  when  the  public  enemy  were  at  the  gatca, 
and  threatened  the  aafety  of  a  tingle  city  of  the  Union! 
But  what  atrikea  me  ai  most  extraordinary  ia,  that  the 
Preaident  himself  ah ould  have  had  acruplea  of  conicience 
about  tbe  power  of  Congreaa  to  paai  laws  after  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  3d  of  Uarch,  183S|  and  that  he  should 
bare  resolved  to  s'gti  no  bill  that  should  pasa  the  House 
after  tliat  hour.  Sir,  if  the  Preaident  did  make  that  dec- 
laration, it  is  concluiive  evidence  that  he  regarded  the 
country  as  in  no  danger  of  war.  He  surely  would  not 
have  been  ao  renrdleaa  of  the  intereata  of  the  country 
■s  to  desire  the  loaa  of  the  fortification  bill  for  any  party 
advantage  which  might  be  czpecled  from  it,  in  carrying 
on  the  war  against  the  Senate  and  Judge  White,  when 
the  country  itaelf  waa  eipased  to  the  danger  of  a  ftireign 
war.  Sir,  the  President  and  hia  advisers  had  no  fears  of 
a  war  with  France  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gresa,  nor  at  any  other  tine.  This  ia  nunifeat  from  their 
own  conduct.  If  it  had  been  supposed,  at  the  close  of 
the  latt  aeaslon  of  Congress,  that  a  war  with  France  waa 
a  probable  event,  it  waa  tbe  sworn  and  sacred  duty  of 
'  the  Preaident,  under  the  coiiatitution,  to  have  advised 
Congreaa  of  his  apprehension*,  and  to  have  recommend- 
ed immediale  meaiurea  for  (he  defence  of  the  country. 
He  should  have  communleated  hia  fears,  f^Fly  and  fully, 
upon  this  aubject,  to  Congress)  for  it  is  the  executive 
department  of  Government  which  hss  charge  of,  and  is 
alwaya  preanmed  to  be  belter  informed  upon  auch  quea- 
tionlthan  Congreaa.  The  communicalion  should  have 
been  made  to  Congress,  and  not  to  Individual  membera. 
Apin,  air:  it  waa  equally  the  duly  of  the  Preaident, 
under  the  constitution,  to  have  convoked  the  new  Con- 
greaa at  the  earliest  day  possible  after  Ibe  last  adjourn- 
ment, if  he  really  anticipated  war  with  France.  If  any 
new  cause  of  war,  or  any  additional  reaion  to  apprehend 
a  war  with  France,  was  conceived  to  exist,  in  the  course 
ofthe  French  Chambers  in  requiring  an  apology  which 
the  President  could  aot  give  conaiitently  with  the  honor 
ofthe  country.  Congress  ought  to  hare  been  called  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence.  It  would 
have  been  in  the  power  of  the  Preaident,  at  any  lime 
during  the  summer  and  fall  of  that  year,  to  have  repair- 
ed the  mischief  of  the  loss  of  the  three  million  appropri- 
ation, by  calling  Congress  together,  and  laying  before 
them  theatateof  the  country,  and  recommending  proper 
meaturea  to  meet  the  criais.  His  not  having  done  so  la 
conclusive  with  me  that  there  was  no  expectation  of  wars 
andtlie  hue  and  cry  raised  about  the  loss  of  the  three 
million  appropriation  and  fortilicalion  bill  must  be  re- 
garded is  one  of  the  great  number  of  false  preteneei 
and  impoalurea  which  have  hren  invented  by  the  parly 
for  political  efTect  and  popular  exoitemeni. 

I'liere  ia  another  subject,  Ur.  Chairman,  which  I  reel 
bound  to  avail  myself  of,  un  (hi*  oceainon,  to  notice 


more  particularly  than  I  have  yet  donct  it  is  another  oM 
of  thai  aeries  of  pretences  and  Impoatarci  which  1  have' ' 
ao  often  alluded  to:  [  refer  now  to  the  alleged  miachief 
and  danger  of  terminating  an  election  of  Prendent  b* 
IhiaHouae.  No  subject  haa  been  marc  artfully  handled, 
and  portrayed  in  more  alarming  color*  in  the  South  and 
Southwest,  during  the  laat  fall  and  summer,  by  the  par- 
tisBiis  and  adherent*  ofthe  Vice  Preaident,  than  this  onei 
none,  «r,  has  produced  a  more  decided  effect  upon  (be 
public  mind.  It  is  well  known  tbatlntbaee  sections  of 
the  Union,  etpccislly,  an  election  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative* waa  made  particalariy  odious  by  the  repre-. 
aentationa  and  denunciation*  ofthe  election  by  the  Houae 
in  ISSS.  II  wa*  one  of  the  standing  thetnea  of  cveiy 
political  declaimer  during  the  latt  year.  The  evib  of 
such  a  catastrophe  a«  another  elMiion.  by  the  Hnusa 
have  been  a  aubject  of  constant  r^ret  and  lamentation 
in  the  column*  (rt" every  leading  Journal  in  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren.  I  should  not  be  hr  wrong  if  I  were  to 
say  that  two  thirds  of  alt  tbe  boneat  and  sober-minded  plant- 
era  and  farmcra  in  the  whole  South  and  Southwest,  who 
are  disposed  to  sopport  (he  nonunation  of  (he  Bahiinore 
convention,  would  assign  as  the  reasonof  their  course,  if 
they  were  asked,  their  horror  ef  an  election  by  tbe  Houaa 
of  Representative*,  and  their  fears  that,  by  aupporting 
any  other  candidate,  they  will  only  contribute  to  brin|> 
about  Ihia  result.  Knowing  the  extent  of  thla  filing, 
the  partisans  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  have  in  many  dittricia 
rested  hia  cause  entirely  upon  this  point.  A  French  war 
was  deaeribed  as  an  infinitely  less  evil  than  an  election  hj 
the  Houae  of  Representatives.  It  hss  been,  and  is  now, 
asserted  by  the  zealous  and  interested  advocates  of  the 
Vice  Preaident  throoghout  the  conntrv,  that  an  election 
by  the  House  would  be  carried  by  intngue,  bribery,  and 
corruption,  and  ihat  tlw  voice  of  the  people  will  be  un- 
heeded in  the  contest.  The  Government  journal  printed 
in  this  city  (the  Globe)  hsaof  late  anifonnly  represented 
an  election  by  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatires  aa  the  great- 
est calamity  which  could  befall  the  country.  1  propose 
now  to  unveil  the  course  of  the  parly  in  power  upon  thl* 
aubject,  and  to  expose  their  artificea  and  insincerity. 

It  is  rerv  well  known  to  thoae  who  look  beyond  (be 
surface,  who  psy  only  a  due  regard  to  profeasions,  and 
examine  the  real  molivea  of  human  aotion,  a*  they  aro 
exhibited  in  the  course  of  the  present  self-atyled  repub- 
lican party,  that  they  advocate  the  propriety  and  necea- 
aitf  of  adhering  to  the  practice  of  nomtnatiag  a  Preai- 
dent and  Vice  President  by  cauouses  or  conventions,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  an  election  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  but  upon  the  ground  that,  aa  they 
allege,  in  no  other  way  can  a  party  be  kept  It^ether,  or 
the  power  and  patronage  of  the  Government  be  aecured 
to  their  own  members  or  follower*.  This  is  (he  true 
motive,  and  thisthe  truekecret,  of  the  extraordinary  ef> 
forts  and  influences  which  have  been  made  and  brought 
to  bear  on  the  people  of  late,  in  order  to  give  popular* 
ity  and  permanence  to  the  pmctice  of  auch  nomination*. 
To  avoid  the  evils  of  an  election  by  the  House,  is  the 
professed  object  of  the  party.  That  has  been  the  great 
political  bugbear  which  has  been  held  up  and  paraded 
through  the  country,  to  frighten  the  people  into  an  ac- 
quiescence in  the  nomination  of  such  a  body  aa  the  late 
BaltimDre  convention.  The  truth  is,  (hat  without  the 
benefit  of  the  terrors  crested  by  the  frightful  image  of 
an  election  by  the  House,  which  has  been  so  constantly 
kept  before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  the  nomination  of  the 
Baftlmore  convention  would  have  found  no  countenance. 
Andlhih  sir,  is  the  solution  of  the  mys(eryiber«  K«atbe 
secret  of  the  continued  and  marked  neglect  with  which 
(he  repeated  recommendation  of  the  President,  In  rela- 
tion to  such  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  a*  would 
hereafter  prevent  an  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident by  tbe  Rouse,  and  secure    it  to  the  people,  baa 
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II  cannot  be  foi^Un  thtt,  froBi  1833  until  Ihe  eom- 
mencement  oftheprcKnt  ■dminiMration,  th'n  propoM- 
tion  wu  k  ravorita  policy  of  the  party  »bieh  broug'bt 
General  Jackaon  into  power.  The  wbole  *ubjeel  wai, 
during  that  period,  ably  and  fulty  diaciuaed,  both  in 
CongreM  ind  in  the  public  journal*.  When  Qeneral 
Jaekaon  wai  elected  by  the  people,  no  one  doubted  but 
that  one  of  Ihe  Rnl  ac1«  which  would  diitinguiih  the 
action  o/  CongreM  would  be,  to  recommend  such  an 
■metidmenl  to  the  Statea,  for  their  adoption.  General 
Jackaon,  in  hi«  6nt  mcMage,  urged  the  aubject  upon 
the  altenlion  of  Congreaa  in  the  atrongett  and  matt  per- 
■uaane  lanfua);e.  In  his  leeond,  and  In  each  tucceed- 
ing  annual  meuage,  be  has  done  the  nme  thing.  Re- 
garding the  diacuwion  of  (he  aubject  ili  hiviag  com- 
menced in  1B25,  it  ia  now  upwarda  of  ten  yean  aince  it 
ha*  been  before  the  coanlry  in  the  tnost  imposing  form — . 
in  tbe  annual  meauge*  of  Ihe  President.  Tlie  argU' 
oienti  and  tenguajfe  or  the  meaaage  upon  Ihi*  aubject 
are  worthy  of  particular  notice,  and  I  muit  aak  leave  to 
refer  to  tbem.  [Here  Mr,  Bile  read  aeveral  paaitges 
from  Ihe  OMMage  of  tbe  Prendsot  upon  tbia  anbject,  all 
of  which  went  to  abow  bow  impwtant  it  wai,  in  tbe 
opinion  of  tbe  Preaident,  that  aueh  an  araendnient  of  Ihe 
conititulion  thould  be  made.]  Well,  air,  what  haa  been 
tbe  ^etolt-~the  effect  of  tbeae  repeated  and  urgent  rec- 
ommendalionaf  In  the  early  part  oflhe  adminiatration, 
many  earnett  aiid  well-meant  cfTorta  were  made  to  get 
tbi*  Houae  to  take  up  and  act  upon  thi*  aubject.  Prop- 
oeitiona  in  a  variety  of  ahspca  were  pre*enled|  and  it  ha* 
been  a  part  of  lbs  regular  rorm*  of  tbe  Houae,  at  (he 
beginning  of  ere^  aeaajon,  to  appoint  a  telect  commit- 
tee upon  thia  aubjecti  but,  lir,  tbe  truth  cannot  be  dig- 
guiaed  or  diaputed,  tlut  tboac  cfforla  were  tbe  cffDrti  of 
indiriduali  only;  that  the  regular  annual  appointment  of 
■pecial  comroitiee*  haa  been  but  a  mere  formt  and  at  no 
time  could  the  party  be  rallied  In  fiTor  of  ttie  propoai- 
tion.  There  wai  ilwajn  aomawhere,  and  from  lome 
motive,  a  power  and  an  inSuence  which  thwarted  the 
action  of  the  Houie  upon  thit  quealion. 

Soon  aher  the  opening  of  the  lait  season  of  Congreu, 
thia  aubject  began  lo  excite  increaaed  inlereal,  and  cer- 
tainly demanded  prompt  attcnlion  from  tboae  who  aeri- 
ooily  and  honeMly  believed  an  cteclion  by  the  Houae  of 
Bepreaentalivea  ourht  lo  be  avoided.  It  waa  then,  air, 
that  it  became  manifeat  that  Ihe  Jaokton  party  would  be 
divided  upon  the  aubject  of  hit  tucceatori  and  an  hoitop- 
able  Senator  from  Tennenee  wat  brought  to  the  notice 
of  Ihe  country  aa  a  candidate  for  the  (ft'ciidency,  and 
■upporled  under  auch  circumatancet  and  upon  principlea 
which  forbade  the  hope  that  bi*  frienda  would  turrender 
his  prelenaioni  to  the  man  who  il  wa«  foreteen  would  bs 
the  fiivorito  of  the  contemplated  Baltimore  eonvenlioa. 
Tbia  was  a  coruuncture  to  le*t  tbe  principlea  of  Ihe  party 
upon  Ihiaiubjecl.  Thedai^r  otadiviiionin  tbcranb 
or  the  party  m  power  waa  BMUiifeal.  That  an  election 
by  the  Houae  would  be  a  reault  of  thi*  atate  of  thinga 
could  not  certainly  be  forueen;  but  all  muat  have  aeen 
that  auoh  a  result  mif;ht  take  place.  A*  early  aa  the 
10th  of  December,  1834,  a  aelect  commitiee  wa*  ap- 
pointed lo  connder  of  and  report  upon  Ihli  mbject. 
Special  care  wat  taken  to  appuint  a  clear  majority  upon 
the  committee  who  were  known  to  have  avowed  them- 
tetvea  favorable  to  an  amendment  of  Ihe  conatiluiion 
which  would  eiolude  the  election  from  Ihe  Route. 
Tlie  following  genltemen  composed  ihe  committeci 
Ifetara.  Gilmer,  Archer,  Binney,  Btardila/,  Gorham, 
Mimon  of  Kentucky,  iS^tight,  Hubbard,  and  Corr.  Five 
of  theae  gentlemen  are  the  known  aupportert  of  Gen- 
eral Jaekwn,  and  of  Xr.  Van  Buren  a*  hi*  auceeMor; 


and  all  were  undetalood,  when  the  committee  waa  ap- 
pointed, to  be  in  favor  of  tbe  recommendation  of  tha 
Preaident  which  it  waa  their  eicluAve  and  special  duty 
to  conaider  and  report  upoD.  The  chairman  of  tha 
coinniittee,  (Hr.  Gilmer,  of  Georgia,)  though  not  a  lup- 
porter  of  the  administration,  waa  known  to  be  a  gentle- 
man of  great  nnoerily,  talenta,  and  energy;  and  he  wa« 
alao  known  to  be  a  lealou*  advocate  of  the  proposition 
aubmitted  to  Ihe  eommittee.  I  have  a  peraonal  knowl- 
edge Ihat  unanul  efforts  were  made  by  the  chairman  of 
Ihe  committee,  and  by  variou*  other  individual*,  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  committee  to  agree  upon  some  report  at 
an  early  day  of  the  sesaion,  that  it  might  be  before  the 
Houae  and  acted  upon  before  the  cloH  of  the  *e«a!oo. 
Tbe  ftiend*  of  Judge  Whit«,  eapeclally,  fearing  the  uae 
which  would  be  made  againtt  him  of  the  argument  Ihat, 
by  dividing  the  party,  the  election  night  be  brought  into 
the  Houte,  exerted  Ihemselvea  in  every  fair  and  honor- 
able way  to  procure  a  deciiion  upon  tlie  question  by 
Congresa.  Several  of  the  memhera  of  (hit  committee; 
who  had  slwaf  *  avowed  thenuelvei  in  &voc  of  the  meas- 
ure, were  privately  appealed  to;  but  all  wisTwn.  The 
anawer  vat,  they  could  not  agree  upon  the  detail*  of 
the  meaiure — no  two,  it  waa  said,  could  a^ee.  Now; 
air,  every  member  of  the  least  experieiKe  in  legislation 
know*  that,  upon  any  important  quealion  whatever,  in- 
volving dBtaiI^  two  men  can  rarely  be  found  to  agree 
upon  all  of  them.  It  ia  notorioua  Ihat  no  committee  of 
thi*  Eotwe  would  ever  repcrt  upon  any  tubject  of  im- 
portance, if  a  majority  of  ita  member*  were  expected  to 
uniteupoDall  thedetailaofit.  All  that  can  be  oxpected 
in  auch  case*  is,  that  a  majority  shall  agree  upon  the 
principle  of  the  report.  The  House  is  always  expected 
to  alter  Ihe  details,  according  to  the  view*  of  the  major- 
ity. It  wa*  no  adequate  excuse  to  tay  they  could  not 
agree  upon  details.  I  will  not  be  so  unjust  as  (o  say 
that  all  the  members  of  tbe  committee  who  had  before 
that  time  professed  a  deure  to  tee  the  conttilulion 
amended  in  this  respect  wilfully  combined  to  prevent 
any  action  upon  the  subject  last  aetsion.  Ofa  commit- 
tee of  nine  members,  and  six  only  of  Ihem  being  friendly 
lo  the  prindple  of  a  meaiure,  any  two  of  the  six  were 
able  to  defeat  any  aelion  upon  tbe  subject  A  report 
from  the  committee,  I  feel  warranted,  from  Ihe  circum- 
■lances,  in  aaserting,  was  defeated  by  (he  management 
of  some  portion  of  the  member*  of  it  who  were,  at  tbe 
same  lime,  avowed  advocates  of  the  expediency  of  auch 
an  amendment  of  the  cotwtilution. 

The  farther  history  of  this  question  i*  ibis:  Mr.  Uitmer, 
tbe  chairman  of  the  committee,  failing  in  all  his  effort*  to 
get  Ihe  committee  to  make  areport  in  any  tbape,came  into 
the  House  on  Ihe  Slat  of  January,  andaakedlhat  the  ci 


agreement  there  upon  ;~and,  onthe  aameday,  he  waa  per- 
mitted to  lay  a  reaolution,  containing  a  proposition  for  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  in  relatiaii  to  Ihe  election  of 
Prendeol  and  Tice  President,  upon  the  table,  t  well  re- 
member that,  at  Brsi,  one  oflhe  prominent  membcnofthe 
committee,  and  who  wa*  also  a  prominent  member  of  tbe 
dominant  party,  refused  to  give  hwconaent  thatUr.  Gil- 
mer ahould  even  lav  hia  resolution  upon  thelabletbut  he 
became  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  and  withdrew  his  opposi- 
tion. Thus  the  subject  wa*  before  the  House)  and  it  waa 
at  any  time  in  Ihe  power  of  the  majority  to  lake  il  up  and 
decide  upon  U.  On  the  13lh  of  February,  Mr.  Gilmer, 
finding  Ihat  il  would  not  do  to  postpone  Ihe  subject  any 
longer,  without  loaing  sight  of  it  iltogelher  during  the 
•ettion,  moved  lo  luapend  the  rules  of  Ihe  Houie,  in 
order  to  proceed  lo  the  consideration  of  hi*  resolutioa. 
Against  this  motion  there  were  only  Gfty-ns  voteti  and, 
oflheae,  Ihirty-aeven  were  the  known  supporters  of  Hr. 
Van  Buren  for  the  presidency,  or,  in  other  word*,  of  a 
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MNuiiMUon  by  *  CMivenAoni  mod  fifteen  of  iImm  thirty- 
•e*en  were  mmibenoftha  New  York  ddeption.  The 
reMhitiMivH  that  day  taken  up  •ndre»datecond  tioie, 
and  poMpooed  to  the  I9th  of  the  nxnithi  but  it  wai  au- 
perteded  by  other  bonneM  until  the  Ssih  of  Pebrniry, 
when  Mr.  Wilde,  of  Geo»ia>  mored  tint  all  the  ordera 
ofthe  day  bepoitpooed,  for  tbe  purpoaeof  cenaidering 
thii  mbjeot.  Upon  Ihi*  motion  Ihttv  were  liS  yui, 
and  09  nayn  of  the  latter,  49  were  auppotten  of  Mr. 
Van  Bnren,  and  34  of  them  iBaiiiben  of  the  New  York 


h.  On  the  TTth  February,  Mr.  OUbcf  ^in  moved 
that  hia  reaolulion  ba  taken  upi  and,  on  taking  the  qaea> 
tion,  the  vote  atood,  yeaa  99,  nayt  104|  of  the  nayi,  00 
were  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  34  of  them  from  New 
York.  On  the  mnw  day,  howercr,  at  a  later  hour,  U>. 
Gilnwr'a  renlulkm  eime  up  in  the  reguUr  order  of  baai- 
neait  when  •  motion  vai  made  to  diqwae  of  it  finally  by 
Iqriiw  it  M  the  (able.  In  fimr  of  Ihia  motion  there  were 
only  38  voteat  and  30  of  them  were  tbe  friend*  of  Hf . 
Va]iBttren,endIS4iflbKtninnberlhMiNewTork.  After 
ftirtter  detiete  apon  the  reaolnlion,  a  motion  waa  made 
by  Mr.  VandeqMiel,  of  N«w  York,  that  the  Hnuae  ad- 
journ—evidently with  a  view  to  evade  tbe  qnealion  upon 
the  feiolutlon.  Upon  tMa  motion  the  vote*  itood,  yeaa 
99,  n»a  119)  of  the  yeM,  49  were  fot  Me.  Van  Buren, 
and  30  of  them  from  New  York,  The  adbjeet  wa«  Air- 
tber  debated,  but  no  deciiion  wk  arrived  at.  Now,  rir, 
upon  a  view  of  all  tbeae  ciroumitincca,  can  there  re- 
main the  ahadow  of  a  doubt  that  thia  qoeMion  wm  wik 
ftilly  and  deatgnedly  evaded  at  the  latt  seaaion  by  the 
very  party  which  now  profcaKi  to  hold  an  election  by 
the  Hoaae  in  met  ntttr  abhorrence?  The  neglect  of 
Congrcu  to  act  upon  Ihit  nbirel,  prior  to  the  U«t  ie«- 
■lon,  mi{>hl  admit  of  lome  apology^  there  were  aomany 
exciting  and  impoTtsnt  queationa  of  another  kind  con- 
tinoilly  arliing  to  abiorb  ihechiefattcntianof  Congremi 
and,  bewdei,  there  had  been  no  proapect  of  an  election 
by  the  Home  until  the  commencement  of  last  aeaiion- 
But  there  ia  no  juilification  for  the  coune  of  the  party 
at  the  lait  aetsion  upon  this  nibjcet.  It  h  but  too  clear 
that  the  party  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  locce*- 
li on  determined  tohavethc  full  benefit  of  thefeara  which 
exiated  in  the  country  of  an  election  by  Ihe  Houie,  in 
compelling  a  siibinisaion  to  the  decreeiof  the  Baltimore 
convention;  else  why  was  it  that  not  the  ilighleit  notice 
waa  taken,  by  that  visilant  guardian  of  every  thing  that 
eoncerni  the  par^,  (the  Globe,)  of  tfie  queatian  pre- 
aented  by  Mr.  Gilmer'B  reaolution,  when  it  waa  under 
dhcuaiion  >  Not  one  paragraph  waa  penned,  during  the 
^tling  of  Congrcaa,  upon  the  importance  <^  amending 
(he  oonatitution  ao  aa  to  prevent  an  election  of  the  Preai. 
dent  by  the  Houae  of  Repreientativea.  Why,  air,  wai 
not  the  comniHee  which  hadoharge  Dflhiaaibject  rated 
f)>r  their  negligence  and  ominion  m  not  reporting  upon 
the  iubject  tubmitted  to  them'  Why  were  not  the 
Dfual  denunciationa  uttered,  through  that  organ,  against 
Ihoae  members  of  the  party  who  voted,  in  every  in- 
aUnoe,to  prevent  the  eonaidcration  of,  andto  defeat  alto- 
gether, the  readution  of  Mr.  Gilmerf  Sir,  a  large  portion 
of  the  party  upon  that  <{uealion  ahowed  that  thev  were  op- 
poaed  (o  a  meaanre  which  General  Jackaon  had  earaeally 
urged  upon  Congreai  in  every  annual  mcangs  aince  he 
came  into  ollioe.  Why  were  they  not  pointed  out  and 
denounced  ai  anti-Jackaon^  There  can  be  but  one  an- 
■wep  to  thia  queation:  it  waa  no  offence  loany  one  toop- 
|)oae  thalpropoailion  at  theloat  aeaaion.  That  thia  quea- 
lion  Wat  deaigned  to  be  blinked,  waa  roanifctt  to  me, 
f^om  the  course  of  particular  members — a  course  which  i 
I  could  account  for  upon  no  other  ground.  When  Mr. 
Gitmer'a  reaolution  was  under  diacuaaion,  at  one  time  I 
there  appeared  to  be  a  aerioua  determination  on  Ihe  part  I 


of  the  Rovae  to  earry  it.  My  ecMeagne,  [Hr.  Poke,] 
who  Is  now  the  preaiding  officer  of  Ihit  Houa^  and  who 
cannot  be  charged  wllh  a  dispoaition  to  thwart  the  view* 
ef  those  In  power,  made  a  speeeh,  which  waa  evidently 
intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  furthM-  consideration  of 
the  subject  at  that  searion.  He  complained  that  tbo 
time  *M  too  ahort  to  give  the  luhjecl  th«t  eiaminatton 
which  its  importance  demanded.  He  thought  he  had, 
with  the  alight  attention  he  had  given  the  readutian, 
deteMed  aa  errori  and  there  nUgfat  be  many  more.  He 
dwell  emphatiealhr  upon  the  importaneeof  not  permit- 
ting tbe  resolution  to  go  from  the  House  In  an  impmiier 
riiape,  "  for  then  it  would  he  gone  forever!"  When 
he  eoneluded,  a  gentleman  who  aat  by  him  rose  to  mov* 
Ihat  the  resolution  be  laid  on  Ihc  table;  but  the  Chair 

Save  Ihe  floor  to  another  member.  Now,  air.futther 
rlay  and  further  lime  to  examine  Into  Ihc  details  of  the 
rewludon  could  only  be  had  by  dropping  the  quealim 
until  anottier  Congress.  That  waa  evident  to  all.  But, 
Hr.  Chairman,  the  party  are  not  only  answerable  for 
thefulure  of  tbepn^otilioDat  the  last  aeisinn,  but  tfcey 
are  responsible  for  Its  failure  at  tbe  only  time  whicb  hu 
arisen  within  the  last  ten  ycar%  of  which  will  probably 
arise  within  the  next  ten,  wlien  a  Uir  prospect  exiated 
of  succeeding  in  it.  Such  was  the  anxiety  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  opposition  that  this  plem  of  the  danger  ofaa 
election  by  the  House  should  he  taken  sway  from  the 
party  known  to  be  In  bvot  of  Hr.  Van  Buren,  in  sus- 
taining the  contemplated  nomination  at  ttiat  genlletnan 
by  a  convention  at  Baltimore,  that  man^  of  uiem,  who 
bad  always  before  that  time  been  opposed  to  such  an 
amendiDant  of  Ihe  constitution  aa  waa  proposed,  were 
willing  then  to  see  it  adopted.  11  will  lie  bund  that 
more  than  fifly  membera  of  Ihe  opposition  voted  to  su>> 
lain  Hr.  Oilmer'a  reaolutiOD;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
thai,  if  Ihe  party  in  power  had  not  descried  their  own 

Erinciplea  upon  thia  occasion,  the  proposition  would  have 
een  carried  by  the  requisite  majority.  We  have  seen 
the  same  question  treated  with  the  same  neglect,  ao  ftr, 
at  the  present  session.  According  to  custom,  we  luve 
a  select  committee  upon  thesubjecti  tnit  half  the  session 
is  passed  by,  and  we  have  no  report  from  it.  But  I  ana 
free  to  say,  sir,  that  I  regard  the  course  of  the  commit' 
tee,  at  thia  aenion,  of  but  little  consequence.  If  we 
were  now  to  adopt  a  proposition  for  amendii^  the  con- 
stitution in  relation  to  ihe  election  of  President  and  Tics 
President,  it  can  hardly  be  calculated  Ihat  Ihe  Legiria- 
tures  of  three  fourths  of  the  Stalea  could  be  got  lo  act 
upon  the  question  in  lime  lo  operate  upon  Ihe  next 
presidentiat  election.  There  might  hsve  been  some 
prospect  of  a  favorable  resull,  if  tbe  committee  had  re- 

Corted  at  the  beginning  of  the  sesaioni  but  it  is  now  loo 
te  to  hope  for  suceesa  to  any  auch  measure-  There 
are  too  many  interests  still  combined  to  defeat  it. 

lam  too  much  extwuated,  Mr.  Cbaitwian,  lo  puraua 
Ibis,  or  any  other  subject,  any  further  at  present.  [ 
have  omitted  to  notice  several  subjects  which  1  origi- 
nally intended  lo  remark  upon.  I  cannot  aak  the  fur- 
ther indulgence  of  Ihe  committee.  I  feel  that  I  am  at- 
~  f  uaitt  great  oblif^lions  to  Ihe  members  of  it. 
i  cannot  sit  down  without  referring  again  to  my 
poallion,  and  Ihe  difRcult  taak  laid  before  me,  of 
opposing  the  present  courae  and  policy  of  those  whom 
1  once  supported.  1  have  already  stated  to  what  extent 
[  held  myself  bkHind  to  support  ihit  adminiatralion,  and 
E  have  briefly  sketched  the  reasons  why  I  feel  myself 
bound  to  oppose  a  act  of  measures,  and  a  system  of 
parly  action,  adopted  with  a  view,  not  of  upholding  the 
preaent  adminittration,  but  of  teeuring  tbe  future  to 
particular  aspirants.  But,  in  doing  thia,  I  desir«  to  aay, 
in  Ihia  place,  that  1  depart  from  no  one  principle  which 
I  have  heretofore  aupported  «  nor  do  I  mean  to  change 
my  principles  until  1  see  some  better  reason  for  doing 
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poiat  mrt  auT  deputuie  from  Mty  foroer  principlei.  1 
kuev,  lir,  thu,  in  fecincr  ;«m%  nuqr  wddental,  aad 
altcB  &iT«liNM  miMtions  mum  m  Ui'a  Houe  wbicb 
OMM  to  be  decided  hy  a  put;  vote,  and  upon  wiuoh 
I  voted  with  tkoM  with  wbiw  I  uawify  aeted.  But, 
whMtenr  nay  bare  been  th*  vtot  of  pu*  Tote^  ttaiey 
viH  appear  to  han  inrolTed  no  inipottaat  prioniplc,  is 
My  Batenal  dcfree.  BliU,  ar,  tbcra  «ere  awH  qu«a- 
1  «lueh  I  alwaya  differed  with,  and  alwaT* 

qiieatiMM  upon  which  I 
aeparated  mjttXt  fron  thw*  who  are  mnr  in  tite  na- 
jority  in  thie  Howe,  there  are  hvm%  wiioeaiei,  who 
e^jar  a  respectable,  Mt  to  Mr  a  high  rank  in  the  party, 
■     •  '     aof  thia"  -  "^-  '--' 


tbtauKhwrt  the  eaantiea  at  tbs  oomti  which  ftillow«d,  if 
he  had  been  ao  diqwaed.    The  littiaf  men  '       -      ■  - 

I  tbeae  ooatt%  where  he  imcU  !>•*•  be 

the  onUeetkM  of  erldenee. 


unbera  ef  thia  H 


!,  lothehct 


aeparata  froni  the  pailj  then  and  now  in  power,  the 
Boatenl  either  one  or  both  of  two  priacifdM,  or  rather 
praeticca,  thoidd  be  made  a  lest  of  pettjr  fidelity  or  ad< 
herenee.  The  one  wi^  that  all  eleotioni  bi«  to  be 
dseided,  so  far  a>  regard*  the  vote  of  the  party,  by 
caucna  noBittationa  i  and  the  other,  aiwl  peifaapa  tbe 
nore  important  one,  waa  that  ■  (Uffercnce  of  political 

r'  nion  Aould  be  a  sufficient  ground  upon  vhidi  to 
nfe  thr  aubordiMta  offloer*  ol  die  Qovtmment.     I 


TacnsDir,  tUnca  17. 

CONTKSTBD  ELECTION. 

The  Home  reiumcd   ihe  coniidc ration  of  the  cc 

tested  election  from  North  Csroiins. 

Two  motjoni  were  pending.     The  Hnt  in  order  w 


Ibr  Wednesday  next  i  and  tbe  second  propositi 
that  of  Mr.  HiBD,  to  recommit  Ihe  report,  witb  in- 
MnictioiMto  allow  thrthertime  to  the  ntting  member 
Ibr  taking  additional  testimony. 

Itr.  Niwi^wn,  (the  petitioner,)  baring  permiBaion  to 
appear  In  hi*  own  behalf,  addressed  the  House  :  As  he 
bad  before  stated,  he  was  hut  a  plain  cultivator  of  tbe 
soil,  and  made  no  pretentions  to  hiBh  learningi  therefore, 
if  he  Iransgrewed  the  rules  of  order,  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  imputed  lo  any  oIh«r  motive  than  the  proper 
one.  He  wished  merely  to  lay  the  plain,  simple  state  of 
hets  before  Ihe  House.  From  the  statements  which 
had  been  msdc  in  that  Houie,  the  inference  was  to  be 
drawn  thai  tbe  petitioner  had  endeavored  to  lake  adria- 
tage  of  the  Siting  member-  He  denied  any  such  charger, 
and  merely  wished  to  call  the  altention  of  gentlemen  to 


king  testimony,  so  that  he  (the  silling  member]  hadnol 
an  opportunity  of  getting  hu  testimony.  Now,  Mr.  K. 
had  10  remark  that  the  election  was  hrld  in  August, 
and  on  the  30lh  of  that  month,  when  the  polls  were 
compared,  he  had  addrested  many  of  his  friendi,  in  the 
presence  of  hit  bonorable  opponent,  and  had  stated  hi* 
intention  to  contest  his  election,  if  it  was  Ihe  wish  of 
ti.e  people  that  he  should  do  so.  On  Ihe  4th  Monday 
of  September  the  court  met  in  Burke  eoanty,  and  at 
that  time  hi*  honorable  opponent  was  aware  of  Ihe 
pelitloner'a  intention  to  contest  hi*  right  to  his  scat, 
mk)  be  might  have  been  eagiged  in  taking  testimony 


ibar.  11m  petitJoaeVa  object  wee.  m  taking 
of  going  to  the  dtfbrent  ceunir  comit,  to 
^ng  meiwer  an  opportHnity  of  oMaMng  tea- 
Smony.  If  gmWlemen  vonid  onlrtake  the  tronkle  to 
look  at  tho  doeameatt,  they  would  see  which  wm  enti- 
tled to  Ihe  meat  eredit.  Hr.  K.  Meted  aeveml  pkoee  in 
hia  distiiet  at  which  be  had  taten  eridenee,  ami  where 
tbe  eiUenee  wae  ctaw  enmiwed,  ehhar  by  tbe  ritting 
owmlter  or  hi*  agents  He  wished  to  eaM  we  atlentian 
of  the  Hoose  toanotberhet,  that,  on  the  aeeond  of  No- 
vember, be  (the  pettlioaer)  had  nolifad  hli  eppooent 
of  hi*  intaalien  to  take  teathnoay  at  Hornttown  aa  the 
30th  of  that  Booth,  and  at  {Flatroek  en  the  3<Hh  of  tbe 
same  mootbi  but  after  that  notice  had  been  served,  the 
rilling  member  had  notified  the  petitioner  of  his  inten- 
tion to  take  lealimony  on  those  same  day*  at  other  ptace*. 
Tbe  petitioner  bad  alee  been  notiBed  tw  attend  eiamms- 
tiona  in  pbKca  two  hundred  mile*  apart  on  Ihe  Nme  day.' 
UgentlemenwllVciamine  the  notices,  tbeywiH-find  that, 
*o  &r  from  the  petitioner  throwing  oh*t*cte*  in  the  way- 
of  taking  leatimonv,  it  was  the  aitting  member  who 
threw  tbe  obitsele*  in  tbe  way  of  Ihe  petitioner.  He  re- 
marked that  the  notlcea  were  in  conlbraUty  with  Ihe  la«* 
of  North  Carolina.  When  the  nibject  wai  before  Ihe 
cemmitter,  the  petitioner  had  eipretaed  hit  readineaa 
to  tru*t  hia  fate  to  Ihe  testimony  then  in  bis  posaeMion. 
After  the  committee  had  examined  the  IMiraony,  they 
were  informed  that  they  would  be  heard  by  Ihe  commit- 
tee. Ur.  N.  reeoUectcd,  he  said  he  was  content  with 
the  testimony  ttten  in  their  possesnon.  He  recollected 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  committee,  that  the  teatimony 
be  *ubmilied  to  ttiemt  tbst  they  night  make  out  an  ab- 
atract.  He  kU  W  work,  to  make  out  hi*  abstracli  but 
although  tbe  aitting  member  w»  there,  *nd  had  Ihe  evi- 
dence in  hi*  po*se*«ion,  he  declined  making  oat  any. 
When  tbe  committee  next  met,  he  (the  petitioner) 
•obmilted  bis  sbttract,  but  there  had  not  one  word  been 
■aid  Aout  further  time,  until  they  had  examined  tbe  doc- 
nmentt.  He  did  not  with  to  detain  tbe  Rouse,  but  he 
wished  to  correct  a  statement  which  bad  been  made 
there.  It  bad  been  atated  that,  in  the  case  of  Tafiaferro 
and  Hungerlbrdi  tbettt  was  more  time  than  in  the  pre*, 
ent  Ibr  taking  depoation*.  It  had  been  ahttid  that  tbe 
partiea  then  cemmeneed  taking  depoaUons  in  Septem- 
ber, but  it  hMll>eencsrefully  kept  out  of  view  thalCon- 
greti  met  at  that  time  a  month  earlier  than  they  do  now. 
Congress  then  met  in  November)  ao  that  the  time  al- 
lowed in  the  preaent  case  was  longer  th*n  Ihe  lime  Iben 
allowed.  He  had  again  to  *tate  to  the  Houie  that  he 
had  no  ainister  motive  to  bring  him  there,  but  tbsl  he 
came,  a*  he  conceived,  by  ihe  will  of  a  majority  of  Ihe 
Ireemen  of  l>iEdi*tricI,not  lonwintainhisawn  rightsalone, 
but  to  maintain  the  rights  of  hi*  conslituents.  He  wished, 
in  all  due  deHtrence  to  Ihe  Houie,  to  state  that  their 
forefitben.  In  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  had  *aid 
that  each  Houie  shall  he  the  judge  of  tliClr  own  elections, 
evidently  intending  that  tbey  were  the  guardians  of  the 
rights  of  the  people.  Therefore,  if  he  was  Hghlfully 
entitled  to  tbe  aeat,  he  ought  to  hare ilj  and  allbeaaked 
was  stern  juitice. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that,  at  both  the  candidites  for 
memhersbip  had. now  addresied  the  House,  it  seemed 
at  if  the  argument  wai  cloicd,  and  the  judicial  functions 
of  tbe  Houie  about  to  commence.  Tbe  question  under 
consideration  was  one  of  time,  as  the  silting  member  hid 
requealed a poatponement of  thefinal  trial  uolil- he coutd 
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not  proceed  with  juiliee  (o  biowelf,  md  ■  mpecUbli 
Blooriljr  of  the  ooininiltee  had  reeoininended  that  the 
iodDlgence  ihould  be  granted.  Be  bad  looked  into  Ibe 
cue  M  &t,  and  lO  fu  otily,  m  to  enable  binueir  lo  girt 
a  Gorreet  *ote  upon  the  queition  of  time,  and  regretted 
to  nj  Uiat  he  could  not  grant  it.  For  a  vote,  appaient- 
ly  M  ui^iod  and  b«r«b,  he  begged  leave  to  aMign  hia 
reaMmi^  which,  if  not  well  Touiided,  coutd  be  ihown  to 
be  to.  and  he  would  ohacrfullj  change  biiTole.  It  aeem- 
ed  to  hiak,  that  if  the  teatiaKHir  wm  io  an  imperfect  itatr, 
it  WM  the  fitult  of  the  ntiing  member  that  it  wai  aoi  and 
if  he  Aould  bee  hi«  seal,  in  ooniequence  of  ttila  inper- 
fcctioD,  the  result  muit  be  attributed  to  the  error  of 
judgment  inio  which  the  ntting  member  had  fBllen,  re- 
^kccting  hia  duly  to  bia  diilrict  and  to  the  Houae.  In 
order  to  bring  the  point  dirtinctlf  up,  he  would  reqoeit 
the  Clerk  to  read  lb*  patwgei; which  be  bad  narked,  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Bleotioas. 

[The  Clerk  accordingly  read  two  extracti,  showing 
that  the  lilting  member  and  minority  of  the  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  wai  left  imperfect, 
from  the  neceiaity  of  hia  attending  to  hii  duty  at  Waih- 
i'ngloii,  at  the  opening  of  Ccngren.] 

Mr.  H.  said  that  be  wholly  dinented  from  the  opinion 
juit  read.  It  leemed  to  him  that  one  of  the  finl  duties 
of  the  House,  afier  its  organization,  was  to  inspect  the 
validity  of  the  tiilei  of  thue  who  presented  thetnselve* 
ti  members,  ia  order  lo  settle  all  conflicting  claima  which 
might  ariaei  and  this  duty  wai  in  its  nature  preliminary 
to  the  performance  of  ^1  other  duties,  The  nation  at 
Urge  hid  a  right  to  require  that  thoae  oolywho  had  been 
legally  elected  ihcuU  lit  and  vote  upon  matten  of  deep 
public  interest,  wbieh  were  often  decided  by  a  single 
vote.  If  tbii  were  true,  it  became  the  duly  of  every 
member  to  increaae  the  laculille*  of  the  House  for  the 
deoitloQ  of  conflicting  claims,  with  ai  much  promplneai 
as  justice  would  admit.  The  collection  of  testimony  vai 
therefore  ui  the  direct  discharge  of  the  firit  duty  which 
the  litting  member  nwed  to  the  Houae,  and  he  erred  in 
JudnnenI  when  be  abandoned  the  field  in  the  raidst  of 
the  investigation,  trusting  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry 
to  friends  or  agent*  who  had  omitted  to  fiilfil  it.  The 
personal  superintendence  of  the  sitting  member  ought 
to  have  been  given  to  iho  scrutiny,  because  there  was 
no  duty  which  he  could  have  been  called  upon  to  per. 
form  in  Waahinglon  of  such  urgency  aithe  inveatigatlon 
of  hi*  own  title  to  a  seat.  The  consequence  of  Ine  er- 
ror was,  that  now,  in  the  middle  of  March,  the  House 
was  called  upon  lo  postpone  Tts  Gnal  inquiry  into  the 
case,  in  order  that  the  sitting  member  might  either  leave 
his  seat  and  repair  lo  his  diilrict  to  obtain  iddilional  lea- 
timony,  or  again  truit  those  agents  who  had  already  dil- 
ippointed  him.  Hr.  H.  laid  ilial  he  meant  nodisrespect 
lo  the  litting  memberi  but  it  wai  one  of  those  case*  where 
a  public  msn  muit  construe  his  duty  for  himself,  and 
abide  by  the  cunscquencei  if  he  judged  erroneouily. 

If  he  had  movecf  Into  hii  building  before  examining 
wbetber  Us  foundations  w«re  secure,  and  it  slioutd  tum- 
ble upon  him,  the  misfortune  could  be  attributed  only 
to  the  hasty  leal  with  which  he  had  taken  posseation, 
Had  it  been  bis  own  case,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  not 
have  left  hia  adrenary  in  possession  of  the  Hrld,  but 
remained  as  long  as  the  combat  went  on.  It  was  the 
case  of  two  genersls  who  bad  fought  a  battle,  in  which 
one  appeared  to  be  worsled)  but  the  victor  had  gone 
loo  soon  into  winter  ouarlers.  His  opponent  had  con. 
tinued  the  contest,  and  capturedpostatter  posit  and  now 
this  Home,  a  neutral  partf,  is  asked  to  interpose  and 
obtain  ■  postponement  of  further  openttooa,  until  the 


field  can  ag»n  be  taken  and  the  lost  gnmnd  recovered. 
Justice  to  the  partiea,  to  the  people  of  the  district,  and 
to  the  nation,  fbrbade  it.  It  w«*  now  the  middle  of 
Uarch,  and  if  the  defective  state  of  the  evideBoe  wis 
owing  to  the  error  of  the  utting  member,  what  wae  the 
condition  of  the  petitioner^  For  three  months  and  a 
half,  he  had  prosecuted  hiscUimi  and  if  the  friends  of 
the  sitting  member  bad  consolted  together  to  devise  a 
pbn  by  which  meet  effeclnally  lo  baffle  the  petitioner, 
none  could  have  been  adopted  more  likely  to  aucceed, 
than  to  procraiUnate  the  inquiry  during  the  whole  win- 
ter, and  in  the  nring  obtain  a  ftmher  grant  of  time. 
But  he  aj^in  said  that  he  imputed  nothing  of  the  kind 
to  the  silting'  member  or  his  friends,  who  were  no  doubt 
convinced  or  the  justice  of  his  cause,  and  disposed  to 
uphold  it  by  the  fairest  proccedingi.  He  com]wred  the 
House  lo  paisengen  in  a  sl^«  coatdi,  for  a  journey  of 
thirty -miles,  empowered  to  decide  upon  the  rights  to 
leala.  One  of  these  beii^  cUimed,  the  petitioner  w«» 
told  to  run  along  for  ten  nules,  and  then  the  case  would 
be  decided)  but  at  the  end  of  that  time,  be  is  tolil  that 
the  passengers  have  been  talking  about  other  things, 
and  he  must  continue  his  pursuit  for  ten  miles  more; 
when,  two  thirds  of  the  journey  being  over,  he  shall  be 
allowed  to  come  in,  if  hia  right  ahall  be  confirmed. 

Hr.  H.  aaid  he  bad  thus  presented,  as  briefly  as  possi- 
ble, hia  reasons  for  declining  to  graul  further  time,  but 
was  willing  to  take  up  the  esse  upon  the  evidence  be- 
fore  the  House,  which  he  would  examine  without  pre- 

llr.  ORAH\H  aaid,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  by  the 
House  that  at  each  time  he  bad  addreased  them,  it  waa 
a  matter  of  sheer  duly  lo  himself.  It  had  been  said  by 
■he  petitioner  that  he  hid  given  notice  at  the  comparing 
of  the  polls  of  his  Intention  la  conteit  the  election.  Hr. 
G.  knew  that  the  petitioner  had  made  such  a  statement, 
but  it  had  been  made  to  an  asaembly  of  penons,  and  not 
to  him  personally,  and  it  was  impoMible  fur  Um  to  say 
whether  be  intended  to  do  so  or  not  fl'om  tbst  assertion. 
The  petitioner  had  also  staled  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  be  would  take  lealimony  on  days  which  had  already 
been  set  apart  for  llitt  purpoie.  Mr.  G.  asked  how  he 
waa  to  take  leitimony  In  any  olher  way,  when  the  peli' 
tioner  had  every  day  appropriated  to  himielP  With 
regard  to  what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  HaWAan,]  he  bad  only  lo  lay  that, 
whatever  mightbe  hii  notion,  Hr.  G.  waa  bound  lo  con> 
form  to  the  opinion  of  hia  coniilluents,  and  however 
much  he  might  reaped  that  gentleman's  opinions,  still 
he  respected  the  opinions  of  bis  constituents  more. 
Ur.  G.  then  read  letlera  from  three  of  the  peraons  which 
he  had  appointed  agents  to  take  leitimuny  and  croa- 
esimine  witnesses,  slating  that,  for  various  reasons,  they 
bad  not  been  enabled  to  perfurm  that  duty. 

Hr.  Newuhd,  in  reply,  remarked  that  if  he  were 
disposed  to  pursue  the  same  course  adopted  by  the  sitting 
member,  he  could  liave  produced  a  large  number  ol 
letters  of  the  same  tenor)  but  he  Lad  resolred  to  abide 
by  the  usual  action  of  Ibit  House  and  the  laws  of  the 
Suie  of  North  Carolina.  This  observation  applied 
enually  to  additional  depoiillons,  which  had  been  tender, 
ed  to  bim,  but  he  had  refi-amed  from  availing  himself  of 
Ihem,  for  the  same  reason. 

Hr.  BOYD  adverted  to  a  few  beta  In  the  rrporl  of 
the  commlller,  showing  that  full  and  sufRcTent  notice! 
had  In  ^1  case*  been  liven  to  the  siltinK  member,  and 
that  an;  complaint  on  thai  ground  would  hafe  come  with 
far  more  propriety  or  reason  from  the  petitioner  than 
lili  opponent.  The  former  had  not  only  lerved  the 
latter  with  notices  in  due  lime,  but  with  even. more  time 
than  the  Uriel  requisition  of  the  laws  of  North  Carolina 
required.  Mr.  B.  also  entered  into  a  statement  of  sun- 
dry facts  which  occurred  io  (he  CommlttceofEIectionsi 
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Hn  HA.UaV  upbined  (b*t  he  twd  d'atinattr  recol- 
Iwtedt  ■(oneiMebDf  of  thscommictee,  tt  wbichall  the 
nen^en  wet«  not  prcienl,  tlut  >  majority  of  tboae 
pi«MBt  deeoied  the  notice  iiwoAcicDt,  ind  (bit  ibe  tit- 
ling member  oug^t  to  be  allowed  more  time. 

Mr.  BOYD  had  not  ohaiigcd  any  ooe  with  miireprc- 
•entatloDi  but  where  n  nanr  nectiDgt  were  beM,  it  wh 
nalund  to  expect  a  djaercpane;  of  Neallection.  The 
aitlinr  member  had  Dot  made  the  application  in  time, 
and  i£e  oommittee  had  paaaed  on  tb*  tuffioienoy  of  the 
notice*  befure  they  entcrad  on  the  teuimony.  Hia 
rteollection  rwied  from  that  of  the  gcntkinan  from 
Tenneuee. 

Hr.  HAUBT  lud  the  proteit  of  the  •itthi;  member 
had  been  orerniled,  and  be  waa  not  appriied  of  it  in 
time.  He  called  Dixm  die  honoTable  chairman  of  the 
coMmittea  to  atale  what  hia  rceolleotion  waa  on  thii 

Hr.  CLAIBOBKB  could  notunderlake  to  relate  every 
tbinK  that  oocurred  in  the  oommittee,  but  be  would  wy 
be  wu  not  in  tbe  habU  of  oommunicating  kny  tbii^  to 
cither  of  tbe  partiei,  unleaa  under  iMtructiom  of  Uie 
committee.  He  did  communicate  to  Mr.  Gkaiak  the 
aetioD  on  hi*  proteat.  Ha  recollected,  alao^  a  meeting 
of  tbe  committee,  at  which  a  minority  of  tboae  preaent 
were  of  opinion  tbe  notioea  were  (ufficieali  that  they 
coetained  a  uifflcient  indication  of  an  intent  to  dispute 
the  election,  and  a  lufficient  indieation  of  an  inteniiun  to 
take  dapontiona. 

Mr.  WISB  bete  celled  far  tbe  order*  of  the  day,  but 
tbe  motion  wia  negatiTed. 

Hr.  BOYD  again  proceeded,  and  aaid  be  had  a  moat 
diatlnot  recollection  that  tbe  committee  ifid  not  act  on 
tbe  preliminary  queation  till  Ibe  middle  of  January. 

Hr.  HARD  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  to 

Hr.  HAURY,  who  dcaired  to  explain.  Tbe  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Both]  had  remarked  that  he 
waa  borne  out  in  the  alatementa  which  be  had  made  by 
the  recdleotion*  of  aeveral  membera  of  tbe  eommittec. 
He  (Hr.  M.}  wa*  MUiifled  that  the  beta  which  he  had 
Bohmiited  were  Bobitantially  »et  forth  in  the  report  which 
waa  aigned  by  four  membera  of  the  minority.  He  re- 
peated that  hii  recollection  waidiitinct,that  on  thal5ib 
of  Janoiry  the  chairman  vraa  imtructed  to  notiFr  Mr. 
G«iBiw  that  bit  proleat  had  been  o*ermledi  and,  in 
point  of  fact,  no  decinon  »aa  made  before  the  day  to 
which  he  had  referred.  Sereral  daya  prerioaa  to  that 
time  he  bad  been  uked  by  the  liiting  member  if  they 
had  come  (o  any  deciiion  upon  hii  prutcati  and  be  In- 
formed him  that  Uiey  bad  not,  but  were  wuling  for  a 
full  meeting  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HARD  again  addrewed  the  Houw,  awl  contend- 
ed ihit  the  noticea  given  to  the  aitting  member  by  Hr. 
NewUnd  were  infiirmal  and  innfficten^  both  *a  to  time 
and  iubitanoe.  He  ureed  tbe  propriety  of  granting 
furlher  tb«e  to  the  aittiM  member  to  Uke  teatimony 
taaential  to  hi*  defence,  and  to  a  correct  deciuon  of  the 
ciae,  and  entered  into  a  parlicular  deaeription  of  Ibe 
notlcei,  to  (how  not  only  their  iniaOieiendy,  but  that 
their  general  character  wai  Eo  indefinite  and  rague  aa 
to  preclude  the  aitting  member  from  the  opportunity  of 
taking  all  the  teUimony  which  he  deemed  neceasary. 

Before  Mr.  H.  concluded  hi*  remarki.  the  hour  arri- 
ved fur  proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  apecial 

Hr.  BOYD  moved  to  suapend  the  rule,  for  tbe  pur- 
poae  of  proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  conleit- 
ed  election. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  called  for  the  yeai  and  nayi) 
which  were  onlered,  and  were  ai  followai 

Yais— Meain.  Adamt,  Anthony,  Aih,  Barton,  Beete, 
Bean,  Beardaley,  Beaumont,  Bocfcee,  Boon,  Borden, 
BooMin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bum*,  Byoum,  Carr, 
Tot  Xir.— 180 


Caaey,  Chancy,  Chapman,  tjhapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clerelind,  Coffee,  Galea,  Connor,  Cra^  Cu*h- 
man,  U■vi^  Deberry,  DJckenon,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
ffoole,  Bfner,  FnirSeld,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  William 
K.  Fuller,  Qallirutb,  Jamea  (Garland,  Gillet,  Qraham, 
OriniUnd,  Gnynon,  Griffin.  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hinne^n,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawea,  Hawkim^ 
Haynea,  Hendenon,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub* 
ley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  Jabei  JackMn,  Jarvil,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richard  U.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  B.  Jones,  Judion,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joahua  Lee,  Thomaa  Lea, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Job  Hann, 
Martin,  John  Y.  Hison,  William  HaMin,  Uoaea  Haaon, 
Hay,  HcKiy,  HcKeon,  HoKim,  HcLcoe,  Miller, 
Honlgomery,  Uorgan,  Hublcnherg,  Owena,  Parker, 
Parka,  Patterson,  F.  Pierce,  .Dutce  J.  Pearce,  Phelps 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Roane,  Rabertscn,  Sehencfc, 
Augustine  H.  Sheppcrd,  Sfainn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Buthep- 
land,  Thomai^  Touoey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Tandem 
poel,  Wagener,Ward,WBrdweU,Web«ler,Week»— 135. 
Nats— Hessrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bel),  Bond,  Briggs,  John  Oalhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleog,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  J. 
Chamber*,  Child*,  Clark,  Carwin,  Crane,  Gushing, 
DsrlingtoD,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Erans,  Bverett,  Forester, 
Fhiio  C.  Puller,  Granger,  Graves,  Grennell,  H.  Hall, 
Harlan,  Harper  Haieltine, .  Hieater,  Hoar,  Hecrel), 
Hantainan,  Infreriolt,  Janet,  H.  Jobntos,  Lawler,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  S.  Haion,  Haory, 
HcKennan,  Hercer,  Hllligan,  Horria,  Peyton,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ruwell,  W.  B.  Shapari^ 
Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Slandffer,  Steele,  atorer, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Washington,    White,    Whitlleaey,    Sherrod    Williimi, 

Wise— ra. 

Bo  the  House  rehued  to  auapend  the  rule*. 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBBELEN6,  the  Hwia*.  pur- 
suant to  the  special  order  of  tbe  36  b  January,  then  re- 
solved ilselfiolo  a  Committee  of  [be  Whole  on  Ibe  atate 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Suiia  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  tbe 
consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriaiiona  fiir  lh« 
naval  aervice  of  the  United  State*  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Bau  to 
strike  out  the  following  clause: 

"  For  improvement  and  neoeaary  repair*  or  the  navy 
yard  at  Portsmoulh,  New  Hampshire,  risty-tcveD  tbon- 
sand  dollars." 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  postpone  all  the  rules  of  the 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  motion  to  re- 
acind  the  order  of  the  House  making  ttie  api>roprialioa 
bills  tbe  speciai  order  for  each  d/g,,  excepting  Friday 
and  Saturday,  after  one  o'clockfand  on  that  motion  be 
asked  for  the  yea*  and  miysi  which  ^re  rerused. 

The  motion  waa  then  r^eoted. 

Hr.  BsLB  resumed,  and  continued  hit  argument,  m 
given  entire  in  preceding  pagest  when,  without  eon- 
eluding,  Hr.  B.  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  tbe  commit- 
tee risei  which  wai  carried,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Pan  II,  ILuaca  18. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideration  of  the  repcftot 
the  Committee  of  Elections  rebtive  to  the  North  Car«- 
lio*  contested  eleciion. 

Two  motions  were  pending.  The  Sr*t  in  order  wai 
that  of  Mr.  Huiw,  of  New  York,  making  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Elections  the  special  order  of  the  ixf 
for  Wedneaday.ncxti  >nd  the  second  propotilion  wa* 
Uiat  of  Hr.  Hams,  to  remmrail  the  report,  with  imtruo- 
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D  the  fitting  membar  T 


tioiw  to  allow  (iirther  tine 
taking  additioMl  tutimony. 

llr.  HARD  coDtiDucd,  M  coiwidenble  length,  the  k< 
■mrki  which  he  commenced  yetterdsy.  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  oftheHouietoionieorthe  Tacti  which 
ought  to  induce  them  to  grant  Airthsr  time  to  the  litting 
nemlier  to  lake  teriimony.  In  the  tint  place,  the  notice 
giren  to  the  aitting  member  wat  not  niRlcient,  eilber  ai 
to  length  of  time  or  aa  to  fono,  and  Ihe  sitting  member 
had  acarcely  any  of  the  time  alloved  him  lor  tailing 
eridenoe,  after  notice  wai  given,  bccauae  the  petitioner 
occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  it  himielf.  That  fact 
mhme  ought  to  induce  the  Haute  to  grant  further  time. 
Afhe  waaone  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  who  had 
recommended  further  time  to  be  giten  Ihe  lilting  mem- 
ber, he  felt  called  upon  to  ahow  the  reaaoni  which  had 
led  them  to  that  concluaion.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, [Ur.  HowaiD,]  who  addreaMd  the  Houu  yealer- 
day,  had  ilated  it  ai  hia  opinion  that  it  waa  the  pira- 
motint  duty  of  the  aitting  member  to  hare  remained  In 
hit  diitrict,  and  that  he  ahould  not  have  left  it,  eren  to 
attend  to  a  duty  which  wai  deemed  paramount  by  the 
committee  to  every  other.  Ur.  H.  did  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  gentleman.  He  conaidered  it  the  duty  of  the 
intting  member  to  have  attended  at  the  meeting  uf  Con- 
greti,  if  for  no  other  pnrpote  than  to  maintain  hia  right 
to  hia  >eat  there.  The  Mme  remark  might  apply  to  the 
petitioner.  The  petitioner  had  thought  proper  to  be 
there  himaelf,  to  attend  to  his  own  trial  \npropriapermina. 
Well,  if  it  became  a  mailer  of  aomuch  importance  that 
the  petitioner  had  remained  there  at  hia  own  eipenae, 
waa  it  not  of  importance  that  the  aitting  member  ihould 
be  there  alao  for  Ihe  purpoae  of  explaining,  and  being 
heard  before  the  committee  in  hit  own  defence^  The 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  cuuld  not  hare 
proceeded  from  due  reflection  In  the  caie.  The  qu«- 
tion  for  the  Houae  to  decide  preaented  itaelf  in  one  aim' 
pie  undivided  point,  which  waa  this;  haa  the  titling  mem- 
ber hid  lufficient  lime  for  the  collection  of  bia  evidenced 
He  would  appeal  to  the  good  aente  of  ihe  Haute,  whe- 
ther the  great  extent  of  Ihe  diitrict  and  ihe  abort  lime 
allowed,  not  more  than  thirty  daya  for  the  calleclion  of 
tettimony,  and  Ihal  lime  employed  almotl  exclu>i*e1y  by 
the  palilloner,  thoutd  not  induce  Ihem  to  grant  the  tit- 
ling member  further  time,  to  allow  him  to  take  hit  de- 
fenaivB  evidence.  He  ihen  recurred  to  tome  of  the 
occurrencea  in  committee  on  Ihe  tubjecL 

The  15ih  of  December  laat  wai  ihe  firat  day  on 
which  Ibe  Coromitlee  of  Election*  met  and  were  organ- 
iiedi  at  lettt  it  waa  the  firat  day  that  Ihe  partlei  had  an 
opportunity  of  having  their  c'liima  contidered.  The 
committee  found  a  maaa  of  teatimony  before  them,  and 
they  permitted  Ihe  petitioner  to  be  heard  by  courtel,  to 
that  he  had  all  hia  pointt  laid  clearly  before  Ihe  commit- 
tee. When  Ihe  counael  had  cloaed  hit  remarka,  the  tit- 
ting  member  roae  and  offered  hit  proteit,  protetling 
agtinit  receiring  the  evidence,  and  oflered  reaaont  for 
Fleeting  it,  which  were  contidered  KHind  reaiont  by  a 
portion  of  the  commitiec)  and  the  commitiee  were  then 
unwilfing  ta  decide,  becauae  they  might  be  liable  to  de- 
cide wrong.  At  the  next  meeting  of  Ihe  committee,  the 
member  oflhe  committee  from  North  Carolina  waa  ab- 
sent. It  waa  found  that  the  committee  were  divided  in 
opinion  aa  to  the  legality  of  Ihe  teatimony.  It  waapro- 
poaed  that  ihey  ahould  poalpone  the  conilderalion  of  the 
cate  until  the  member  from  North  Carolina  returned) 
but  aa  there  wat  a  great  deal  on  the  handt  oflhe  com- 
miltee,  it  wtt  agreed  that  they  tliould  go  on  examining 
the  teatimony,  and  not  come  (o  a  deciaion  of  the  matter 
until  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  returned.  Un- 
fbrtunatety,  however,  for  the  committee,  at  that  lime, 
the  gentleman  from  Penniylvania  [Hr.  Bvghi.Bji.v]  waa 
taken  tick,  and  they  conlioued  ttill  to  examine  the  evi- 


dence in  the  eaae.  At  a  aubtequent  day,  however,  a 
vote  waa  taken,  and  it  waa  found  that  a  m^ority  of  tba 
committte  preaent  overruled  the  receiving  of  the  proteal) 
but  Ibe  report  would  ahow  that  the  deciaion  tvaa  not 
made  until  Ihe  144h  day  of  January. 

Hr.  BOTD  taid  be  had  atated,  on  the  firat  day  thai 
the  preliminary  question  waa  before  the  Houae,  what  he 
again  intended  to  atal«i  which  wat,  that  the  aitiingmem- 
her  had  offered  a  proleat,  wiahing  to  aet  aaide  the  whole 
oflhe  teatimony  I  and  that  the  only  vote  which  waa  taken 
waa  the  vote  which  overruled  that  proteat)  and  that  WM 
among  Ihe  flrtt  acta  of  the  committee  in  inveatigating 

Mr.  HARD  renimed,  and  again  atated  that  Ihe  firtt 
decition  of  the  committee  wat  made  known  to  the  ait- 
ting member  on  Ihe  14th  day  of  January.  He  contended 
that  the  aitting  member  waa  not  bound  to  lake  any  ac- 
tion in  the  matter  until  that  deduon  waa  made  known  to 
him.  Soon  after  the  14tb  day  of  January  the  ailting 
member  applied  for  further  time,  which  wat  aa  aoon  aa 
he  waa  bound  to  do  ao.  In  reply  to  what  had  been  taid 
about  Ihe  aitting  member  applying  to  the  Houae  for 
further  time,  he  liad  only  to  remark  that  thai  would  not 
have  been  the  parliamentary  courae,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
it  would  have  been  objected  to.  But  auppoaing  be 
bad  preaented  a  petition  to  the  Home,  the  uaual 
courte  would  be  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  that  had 
charge  oflhe  tubjecti  and  it  would  have  gone  back  to 
the  commitiee,  there  to  tieep.  He  would  only  aak,  in 
reply  to  the  charge  of  unneceataryandoppretaive  delay, 
oh  whom  waa  the  charge  to  reat>  The  committee  were 
ready  to  act  at  any  timet  and  on  whom  the  lault  waa  to 
fall  he  would  leave  gentlemen  to  antwer. 

Mr.  HADRT  did  not  riie  for  the  purpoae  of  makiiy 
a  apeech,  but  for  the  purpoae  of  making  a  atatement  to 
the  Houaei  and  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky to  admit  or  deny  the  correclneia  of  ili  becauae  it 
waa  proper  that  Ihia  matter  ihould  be  truly  presented  to 
the  Houae.  About  the  middle  of  December  the  pro- 
leat oflhe  aitting  member  wat  pretenled  to  Ihe  commit- 
tee. At  that  lime  Ihere  were  teven  members  of  the 
commitiee  pretenl,  out  oF  nine)  the  vole  wat  taken,  and 
oftheaeven  membera,  four  were  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
test ought  to  be  overruled  I  and  there  were  three  of  opinion 
Ihatitoughttobeauatainedi  ao  that  four  waa  a  minority  of 
nine.  It  wat  then  auggeatcd,  aa  two  membera  were  ab- 
tent,  and  aa  the  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the 
committee  had  not  concurred  in  overruling  the  protett, 
that  the  matter  might  lie  over;  and  a  full  teauon  of  the 
committee  did  not  take  place  until  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary. AI  that  time  it  appeared  that  the  proleat  waa  ovar- 
ruled,  and  no  toonert  and  at  Ihal  time  the  chairman  of 
Ihe  committee  infoimeil  Ihe  titling  member  thai  hi* 
proleat  waa  overruled.  He  knew  the  fact  waa  not  madft- 
known  formally  to  the  titling  member,  and  he  believed 
It  had  not  been  made  known  Informally  at  an  earlier 
day. 

Mr.  RE!fCHER  taid,  notwithstanding  the  apparent 
impatience  of  the  Haute  to  bring  Ihia  ditcuation  to  o 
cloae,  I  cannot  permit  the  question  to  be  taken  without 
tubmitling,  aa  briefly  aa  I  can,  the  virwa  which  I  lake  of 
a  aubject  ta  important  to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  my 
Slate.  A  aente  of  public  duty  compeli  me  to  throw 
my  self  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Houae,  Anxlout  aa 
I  am  that  thla  ijuealion  ihould  be  decided  speedily,  I  an 
ttill  more  anxiout  that  it  thoutd  be  decided  correcllyi 
and  t  can  asiure  the  Houae  that  I  do  not  intend  to  trouble 
them  with  any  argument  or  any  authority  which  I  do 
not  consider  pertinent,  and  eaiential  to  a  correct  under- 
atanding  and  deciaion  of  the  queationi  now  under  con- 
aideralion.  Some  gentlemen  seem  to  contider  tbit  tub- 
Ject  at  involving  the  righta  of  the  two  gentlemen  only 
who  are  now  contending  tm  a  teat  upon  tbii  floorg  but  I 
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think  it «  question  orhigher  nugnitude.  It  it  one  which 
■BTolm  toe  conilitutkiiiBl  ri^ti  of  the  people  of  thi 
twelAh  can^enonal  dutrict  of  the  State  of  North 
Ctrolina.  And  whftt  *re  thoM  righti?  Cut  my  gan- 
tlemiti  tell  me  vhat  ire  the  eoniliiutianil  qiulilicKtians 
of  m  voter  in  the  State  nf  North  Carolinar  Has  the 
committee  inforraed  the  Houae  what  proTiaion  the  con- 
Mitution  and  bwi  of  North  Carolina  hare  made  to  aecure 
the  purity  of  her  eleelionaf  Have  we  been  put  in  po» 
aeiaion  of  the  information  neceoarj  to  enable  u«  to  de- 
cide thii  queition  upon  principle?  We  have  not.  T^~ 
reporlof  the  majority  hafsaid  not  one  word  about  It. 
!•  as  iilent  ai  the  grave.  The  eonitniltee  hare  not  c 
deacended  to  give  ui  the  prinoiplei  upon  which  they 
have  decided  Ihi*  eue.  I  am,  therefore,  aurpriaed  and 
aitoniihed  to  aee  the  anxiety  with  which  lome  gentle- 
men with  to  precipitate  thit  House  into  a  decitiun  of 
thit  question.  Are  we  to  lake  the  report  of  the 
mittee  upon  fiuth,  and  eject  the  titling  memberi  o 
we  to  go  to  the  law  and  the  teslimoay,  and  examine  for 
ourselvet^  I  repeat  the  questkiii,  can  any  grntleman 
(ell  nte,  from  readini;  thii  report,  the  principles  upon 
which  Ihecommittee  nave  decided  tbitcaaef  And  if  thii 
House  cannot  solve  this  intolvable  riddle,  liow  will  it  be 
poaaible  for  those  who  eome'  alter  us' 

The  constitution  of  North  Carolina  haa  Axed  Iheqtuli- 
ficationa  of  a  voter  for  the  lower  branch  of  her  Legiila- 
(ure,  and,  consequently,  Tor  a  meoiber  to  Congress,  the 
qualified ioni  in  each  being  the  mine.  What  this  con- 
Milutiortia,  the  majority  (^  the  committee,  in  their  report, 
have  not  even  hinted  at,  while  the  minority  have  entire- 
W  raiiconceived,  and  misstated  it.  Here  it  ii;  "  Uiat  all 
freemen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean,  who  have  beei 
inliabitinli  of  any  one  county  within  the  State  twelve 
months  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  any  election, 
and  ahsU  have  paid  public  tazea,  aball  be  entitled  to  vole 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  county 
in  which  he  residea-" 

To  enable  a  nun  to  vote  for  a  member  of  Congress, 
be  must  have  complied  ttricily  with  the  requirements  of 
the  conslilution.  He  mult  ha  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
have  paid  a  public  lax,  must  vote  in  the  eounly  in  which 
ba  resides,  and  have  been  an  inbabilant  of  that  county 
twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. It  a  not  HifBcienI  that  he  hat  been  an  inhabitant 
of  the  State  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the 
day  of  election,  but  be  miut  have  been  an  inhabitant  of 
the  county  where  be  votes.  Buppote  a  man  to  hare 
been  all  his  Ufetime  an  Inhabitant  of  the  county  oF  Burke, 
and  six  months  before  the  election  he  moves  into  the 
county  of  Buncombe,  can  he  vote  in  the  county  of  Bun- 
combe' He  has  lived  in  Buncombe  only  six  monthi,  and 
hit  retidencB  in  Burke,  whatever  it  mixhl  have  been, 
was  not  Immediately  preceding  the  day  ol  election,  and, 
to  make  the  eonilitutional  period,  you  muat  add  his 
reudence  in  Buncombe  to  his  residence  in  Burkei  and 
that  would  ba  any  thing  elae  than  a  residence  in  an*  one 
county  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  day  of 
election. 

This  construction,  which  requires  a  reiidence  in  the 
oounty  twelve  months  imtnediatety  preceding  the  dav 
of  election,  is  not  only  the  tetter  of  the  conslilution,  which 
cannot  be  depaned  Trom,  but  it  it  the  spirit  and  intent 
of  the  fnmera  of  the  cooiUtution.  They  did  not  intend 
that  any  should  vote  for  the  county,  but  such  as  had  a 
Sied  residence  for  twelve  monlhi,  so  as  to  enable  ihe 
udgcs  to  know  them  and  their  quallficatlonii   and  for 
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(ame oongreMional district,  to  voteoutof  hi 
becwwetnejudreioftbat  county  are  supposed  to  know 
him  and  hia  qualiBo^iont  beat.  But  while  Ihe  commit- 
tee have  act«l  upon  this  plain  letter  of  the  constitution 
in  CM  iMlanee,  and  hara  rejected,  and  properly  re- 


jected, from  the  poll  of  the  sitting  member  all  votet 
given  out  of  the  eounly  where  the  voter  resided,  though 
they  were  residents  of  the  diilriei)  yet  by  tome  strange 
processor  reasoning  they  have  received  and  counted  £r 
the  petitioner  votet  given  by  persons  who  had  not  red- 
ded in  the  county  twelve  months  iimnediately  prece- 
dinK  tbe  diy  of  election.  I  leave  it  to  others  to  rccwiciU 
such  it  range  inconsistency. 

If  it  were  neceiaary  to  adduce  aulhoriliei  lo  support 
the  conttruction  for  which  I  contend,  I  have  ooa  at 
hand,  as  strong  as  authority  can  be.  That  is  the 
case  of  Kelly  and  Harrin,  which  came  here  from  Ten- 
neaiee,  and  tbe  question  depended  upon  a  single  vote. 
The  voter  hsd  reuded  in  the  county  in  which  be  voted 
only  three  months  ieoDtedittely  before  Ihe  election. 
The  language  of  the  constitution  of  Tennessee  ii,"every 
freeman,  being  an  inhibitanl  of  any  one  county  in  tbe 
State  iii  montht  immediately  preceding  tbe  election, 
thall  be  entitled  to  vole  for  members  of  the  General  At- 
lembly,  for  the  county  in  which  he  shall  rcHde."  It  will 
be  seen  that  this  language  is  the  same  with  that  of  our 
conititution,  except  that  six  months  only  is  required  in- 
stead of  t  we  I  vei  and  the  House  decided  that  tbe  coniti- 
tution reitricts  him  to  tbe  county  wherein  he  baa  been  an 
inhabitant  lii  months  immediately  preceding  the  day 
of  election,  and  permits  him  to  vote  nowhere  etsei  and 
such  must  be  Ihe  decision  of  thii  House  upon  the 
constitution  of  North  Carolina.  He  must  rende  twelve 
months  in  the  couniy  where  be  voles  Immediately  before 
the  election,  and  he  can  vote  in  no  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  having  shown  that  tbe  committee  have 
entirely  mitconeeived  and  miistaled  Ihe  oonatltutional 
quatiRcations  of  a  voter  in  North  Carolina,  and  thM, 
therefore,  this  report  should  be  recommitted  lo  the 
committee,  that  these  defects  may  be  supplied  and  cor- 
rected, I  come  now  to  Ihe  spplication  of  the  sitting 
member  for  further  time  to  complete  his  testimony.  To 
ma  this  ipplicition  appears  reaaonabte,  and  ougbt  to  be 
granted.  What  is  the  principle  upon  which  Ihe  pe- 
titioner expects  lo  obtain  a  seat  upon  this  floor  }  It  Is 
by  rejecting  votes  given  to  the  sitting  member,  not  be- 
ciuie  thev  were  not  qualified  to  vole  in  the  IwelAh  con- 
greasional  district,  but  because  they  did  not  rote  in  the  par- 
ticular county  in  which  they  resided,  supposing  they 
bad  a  right  to  vote  any  where  in  the  eongrcasional  dis- 
trict. It  is  known  and  proven  to  be  a  common  though 
a  mistaken  opinion,  prevailing  not  onlyin  the  twelfUicon- 
greisional  district,  buttoagrcaier  or  less  degree  through- 
out Ihe  State.  These  honest  men  supposed  ifaal,  being 
qualified  votera  in  any  county  of  Ihe  district,  lubstan- 
lially,  it  made  no  difference  where  they  might  cast  their 
vatei.  provided  they  voted  within  the  dislricti  because 
the  member  thus  elected  to  Congrcis  would  be  the 
member  for  the  whole  district,  and  not  for  any  pirtlcu- 
lar  couniy.  It  it  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  the  farm- 
ers of  Ihe  country  ahould  have  fallen  into  this  mic- 
take.  It  is  in  evidence  that  the  petitioner's  brothen 
fell  into  aiimilar  errori  and  the  petitioner  himself,  though 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Sate  Legislature,  and 
twice  a  candidate  for  Congreit,  fell  into  the  lame  mts- 
takei  for  be  voted  for  Congress  out  of  the  county  In 
which  h«  resided. 

[The  SrixKEK  here  suggested  to  Mr.  Kxacan  that 
he  was  ginng  too  much  into  the  merilt  of  this  quettion, 
which  would  not  be  in  order  at  thii  stage  of  the  pro, 
eeedinga.] 

"".  RaircBKB  said  his  object  was  to  show  that  the  pc- 
ler  did  nut  rely  upon  the  substantial  merits  of  his 
I,  but  took  advantage  of  a  meie  form  aa  to  the 
place  of  voling)  and  that,  where  a  party  took  sdrantsga 
of  such  an  objection,  thii  House  ought  lo  grant  every 
reaaonable  indulgence  to  the  sitting  member,  and  lo  Ihe 
people  of  tbe  twelfth  congrestional  ditirici,  to  bring 
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before  (he  Houie  (he  true  meriti  oF  thii 
preautnei]  to  be  in  order. 

The  SHtBUi.     Thit  will  be  in  order:  proceed. 

Who,  Hr.  Speaker,  tbeie  two  men  *otrd  for  doei 
not  ippear,  >dc1  iileft  ftl(og«lher  to  inference.  The  pe> 
(ttioner  «ik>  of  ui  to  *1rike  from  (lie  poll  of  (he  ntiing 
member  >lt  luch  votes  u  were  ^*en  to  bim  by  penon* 
qudified  to  vote  in  the  d»tric(,  but  who  voted  (broiigh 
miinke,  like  bioueir,  out  ot  (he  county  in  which  (hey 

I  regret  (h*t  I  im  compelled  (o  diifnuichiie  (hese  bon- 
eMbutmittikenvoteratbutthe  petitioner  budeminded  it, 
■nd  (he  eonititution  it  imperailTc.  But  I  would  uk  the 
Hoose  if,  under  (heie  circumiUncei,  when  (he  petitioner 
■iki  for  >  sett  upon  ground)  itricliy  technicti,  and  upon 
principles  which  be  himieirhad  vioUted  id  the  election, 
if  we  ought  or  on  refute  further  time  to  the  sitting 
member,  to  >how  that  he  ia  ttill  clearly  entitled  to  the 


Ecst,  notwlthidndinr  luch  objenionaf 
~       '     e  ii  SDotber  point  of  view 

t  fail  (o  strike  the  attention  of  (he  House. 


But  there  ii  snotber  point  of  view  in  whiah  this  tub' 


Notwiihata'nding  the  narrow  and  illiberal  gronnd  taken  by 
the  petitioner,  (he  cooimillee  and  (he  House  have  ex- 
tended to  him  eitraordinary  indulgence.  Of  tfaii  [  do 
not  complain.  No  one  shall  go  farther  than  I  will  (o 
extend  indulgence  to  every  one  who  seeks  in  his  own 
person  to  secure  the  riglits  and  privileges  of  (he  ^oplc) 
but  ihl9  indulgence  loses  (he  noble  character  of  juiticr, 
unless  it  be  extended  to  all  alike.  Through  (It  (he  stages 
of  this  controversy  before  the  Committee  oT  Elections, 
the  petitioner  has  had  the  benefit  of  able  and  eiperi- 
enced  counsel)  a  thing  that  is  unprecedented!  and 
though  (he  report  of  the  committee  would  induce  u>  to 
believe  that  the  argument!  before  (hat  committee  were 
made  by  (he  petitioner  himaelf,  it  is  not  the  faeti  for  it 
<)  known  that  they  were  made  by  the  district  attorney, 
a  most  skiirut  and  ingenious  lawyer,  while  (he  claim  of 
the  sitting  member  has  had  no  other  aid  than  wha(  his 
daily  duties  in  this  House  would  enable  him  to  bestow 
upon  it.  This  it  not  all,  A  msjoriiy  of  the  commidee 
who  attended  the  committee-room,  beard  the  arguments 
and  eximined  (he  facts,  have  at  all  times  been  in  ftvor 
of  the  sitting  member. 

They  could  at  any  lime,  If  they  had  chose  to  do  so, 
have  granted  the  request  now  made  to  the  House,  or 
they  could  at  once  hive  reported  in  favor  of  the  sitting 
member.  They  did  not  choose  to  do  so,  but  allowed, 
what  is  expressly  forbidden  by  parliamrntsry  law,  all 
these  questions  to  be  decided  by  members  confined  lo 
their  iick  ehambera,  who  could  not  attend  (he  commit- 
tee-room, who  did  not  hear  the  arguments  or  examine 
the  facts.  Recently  the  peiitioner  asked  permission  to 
appear  upon  Ihis  floor  in  proper  person,  pending  the 
discussion  of  these  preliminary  questions.  The  request 
was  at  once  granted,  and  had  my  support.  And  now, 
when  the  sitting  member  stks  only  for  a  few  weeks  to 
take  lesiimonv  which  he  had  not  lime  to  take  before 
leaving  home,'(hat  the  whole  (ruth  ma^  be  heard,  can 
the  Houte  refuse  theapplicslion.'  tf  (Ins  reasonable  sp- 
plication  should  be  refused,  the  country  will  have  good 
cause  to  inquire  why  the  House  lias  made  Rlh  of  one 
•ndfiesh  of  another. 

[Here,  the  morning  htnir  having  expired,  the  House 
proceeded  (o  (he  orders  of  (he  day.] 

On  (he  following  day, 

Ur.  KENCHER  sgtin  rose:  Before  I  proceed  (slid 
he]  with  the  argument  which  I  commenced  jetterdsy, 
and  in  which  I  was  inter:  upted  by  the  expiration  of  the 
hour  allotted  for  such  disoussioni,  t  begleave  to  remark 
upon  ihe  extraordinary  annunciation  made  by  my  hon- 
orable colleague,  [Mr.  Btbttx.]  Upon  resuming  try  aest 
on  yesterday,  my  collesgue  rose  in  hit  plr—  "■'  -"- 


ntben 


It  formal  and  emphatie  mtuner,  that 


be  should  on  'Hieedaj  next  call  the  previoat  qoMlion, 
and  cat  off  this  debate.  I  could  not  but  feel  a  httle  sur- 
prised and  astoniahed,  not  only  at  thit  very  extraordinary 
annunciation,  but  espee'utly  to  at  tbe  particular  quarter  ~ 
from  whence  it  cafne.  Hy  colleague,  it  is  well  kitown, 
haa  addressed  the  House  oftener  and  consunied  more 
lime  upon  this  subject  than  all  bis  other  colleagues  to> 
gether-  Of  (his  I  do  not  complaioi  he  hsa  doubtlMi 
felt  it  his  duty  (o  do  soi  but  when  another  gentleiMn 
feels  it  equally  his  duty  to  address  the  House,  that  ba 
should  throw  out  a  threat  that  (he  House  was  to  be  gag- 
ged, and  the  freedom  of  debate  supprened,  is  a  maitcr 
of  profound  astonishment  and  mortification.  And  this, 
too,  upon  a  subject  involving  the  oonstitutioaal  right*  of 
the  8(a(e  from  which  we  come,  and  (hat  which  (he  peo- 
ple there  h^d  a*  dear  to  (hem  u  life  itself— (be  freedMO, 
independenor,  and  purity  of  (he  ballot-box.  But  my  col- 
league, by  way  of  justification,  repeated  the  trite  aenti- 
ment  of  another,  "that  he  would  demand  nothing  bot 
what  was  right,  and  would  submit  to  nothing  wrong," 
which  meant, Ituppoie,  being  interpreted,  (bathe  vouU 
not  demand  (o  speak  more  than  bslf  a  doien  times  him- 
self, and  would  not  lubmit  that  another  should  speak  at 
all!  I  hope  we  ahall  hear  noil ling  mare  of  thit  previous 
quettion  from  (hat  quirter  at  least. 

In  the  remark*  I  shall  submit  to-day,  my  only  object 
it  Juitice  and  truth,  and  iu  their  pursnit  I  intend  to  be, 
as  I  feel,  perfectly  respectful  to  the  petitioner,  perfect- 
ly respectful  to  the  majority  of  (he  committee,  whose  re- 
port I  shall  examine  with  much  freedom,  and  strictly 
observant  of  the  rales  of  order,  so  ftr  aa  I  understand 
them.  In  the  remarka  which  1  submitted  on  yesterday, 
my  object  was  to  show,  and  I  trust  I  succeeded,  that  Ihe 
report  of  the  committee  waa  so  defective  that  it  was  im- 
ptMSible  for  (bis  Honae,  and  much  less  so  fiir  any  future 
Congress,  to  say  upon  what  principles  the  eommitlee 
hive  decided  this  esse  againat  Ihe  sitting  member;  snd 
that,  so  far  as  their  views  had  come  (o  ligh(,  thejr  bad 
entirely  misconceived  and  misstated  (he  coQs(itutional 
provisions  of  the  State  from  which  Ihis  contested  elec- 


evidence.  But  befbrtt 
this  important  part  of  Ihe  discussion,  I  must 
invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  argument  which 
I  commenced  on  yeaterday,  upon  the  appticstion  of  the 
aitting  member  for  further  time  to  take  leatimony.  In 
the  remarks  which  I  submitted,  I  was  endeavwing  (o 
allow  ths(  (he  pe(itianer  had  placed  his  claims  to  a  seat 
upon  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and  such  as  wis  entirely 
technicali  and  that  if  he  obtained  a  aeal  at  all,  it  would 
be  b^  tiriking  from  the  poll  of  (he  silting  member  anch 
votes  as  were  given  by  good  qualified  vo(ers,  but  wbo, 
throngh  misiike,  voted,  as  he  himtelf  did,  out  of  their 
proper  county.  I  declared  my  inlendon  to  ttrike  off 
these  voted  and  that,  however  unwilling  I  might  be  thus 
to  disfranchise  these  honest  volers,  (he  constitution  was 
imperative,  snd  under  my  oath  I  had  no  alternative. 
Whether  it  Is  fair  and  generous,  in  tbe  petitioner,  to 
wivh  thus  to  obtain  a  sear,  ia  a  consideration  for  himself 
and  ibe  people  of  the  twelfth  congressional  district,  a 
mijoriiy  of  whim  he  cliims  to  represent.  But  aa  tbe 
petitioner  (hut  taket  advantage  of  a  mere  mi  tier  of  form, 
it  is  but  rcasonsble  that  the  same  atric(  legal  rules  should 
be  applied  to  him.  Let  us  therefore  inqu're  whether 
the  notice  given  by  the  petitioner  was  a  reasonable  and 
lawfol  one.  I  do  not  intend  to  inquire  whether  Ihis  no- 
lice,  from  its  vagueness  and  uncertainty,  ia  absolutely 
void.  That  wouldnot  a(  present  be  in  order,  under  (he 
rules  of  Ihe  Uousei  but  it  is  in  order  to  show  (hat  these 
noliccf  are  so  vague  and  unoertain  that  tlM  iitlinj  men- 
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btr  Muld  Dot  know  Ihe  ipecilic  ground*  of  objeetioo, 
ftod  could  not  ibercforc  collect  tutjmany  until  Ihe  pe- 
liilonir  lud  conuncoEed,  wbicti  wu  not  until  the  39tb 
October,  about  one  month  bcTore  the  meeting  of  Con" 
gceM.  Tbe  election  took  pUee  early  in  Auguit,  and  it 
u  not  until  (he  2d  daj  of  October  tint  (be  liHing  mem- 
ber reeeirei  notice  that  hli  Beat  was  (o  be  conleated. 
Aod  ffbat  wat  tbit  nnlioe?  Whr,  "  that  itlegaL  vote*  bad 
b«eii  Kiien  to  him,  while  legal  va(e»  offered  for  petition- 
er had  been  rejected,  at  different  preciocta  in  tbe  die- 
trict."  Sav,  I  would  aak  the  Houie  if  any  thing  can  be 
more  ngue!  If  he  bad  aaid,  tak:e  notice,  1  intend  to 
ouit  you  from  Congrcta,  would  it  have  been  more  vague 
and  uncertain  than  it  a!  HlMal  rotea  giren  at  the  dif- 
ferent  precinct*!  How  illegal?  by  whom  giren.'  and  at 
what  precinct?  Andasto  the  legal  votes  illegally  rejected, 
who  were  tbey!  where  offered!  and  by  whom  pnnea? 
All  theae  question*  present  poind  which  should  have 
been  specIRed  in  tbe  notice,  ao  *•  to  enable  tbe  litting 
member  to  koow  (he  grounds  of  objection  and  collect 
cvideDCC. 

They  are  qocttimi,  (he  am werslo  which  the  petitioner 
muit  have  known.  He  had  spent  (wo  mon(bs  in  search- 
ing out  these  facts,  and  yel  he  studiously  conceals 
them  in  his  notice.  This  House  ha*  deteiminad,  tgaia 
and  again,  that  notice  shall  be  given  with  reasonable  cer- 
tainty, so  •*  lo  enable  (he  utting  member  lo  know  the 
particular  grounds  on  which  his  election  is  contested. 
In  (be  case  of  Esston  and  Scott,  this  House  resolved 
"(hat  tbe  names  of  person*  objected  to  for  want  ofsuf- 
Bcienl  qualifications  ought  Co  be  set  forth  prior  (o  the 
taking  of  testimony."  Will  sny  gentlemsn  conteod 
that  tbe  time  allowed  the  sitting  member,  under  such  a 
ngue  notice  as  this,  was  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  hunt 
up  and  take  testimony,  and  at  tbe  same  tlmetoiHendto 
tbe  nolicca  of  his  opponent,  in  the  Isreest  congressioDsl 
district  perhap*  in  the  Union,  embracmg  six  large  coun- 
ties, aod  extending  two  hundred  mile*  in  length  aod 
nearly  a  hundred  in  breadth?  In  North  Carolina,  in  a 
contested  election  for  the  Legislature,  tliirty  days'  pre- 
vious notice  is  necessary  in  a  single  county.  This  is  con- 
■idered  but  reasonable  notice  for  a  ungle  couniyi  how, 
thcDf  can  sixty  days  be  conaidered  reasonable  notice  for 
.._  _     _.-._     -  ^„  if  tiig  Dotice  bad  been  suoh  a  one  as 


it  ought  to  have  been?  I  b^  gentkioen  lo  ciiinsidcT  of 
tb«  diffieutty  of  collecting  testimony  in  a  State  where 
the  election  is  by  ballot,  a*  in  North  Carolina.  I  would 
address  (his  argument  particuUrly  to  gentlemen  coining 
from  States  where  they  vote  ava  toee. 

In  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  for  instance,  tbe  name  of 
the  voter  is  recorded,  and  opposite  bis  name  is  found  the 
candidate  for  whom  he  votcdi  while  in  North  Carolina, 
where  they  vote  by  ballot,  you  muM  ascertain  that  by 
inquiry  in  (he  neighborhood  of  every  precinct  election. 
Can  any  gentleman  say  that  (wo  months  it  sufficient 
time  to  make  those  inquiries,  and  take  (he  testimony  at 
the  "  different  precioots"  in  (his  immense  district,  espe- 
cially under  a  notice  so  vague  and  unde6ned?  Whst 
ha*  been  (he  course  pursued  by  the  petitioner?  The  olcc- 
lioD  took  place  in  August,  but  he  does  not  pretend  to 
give  notice  till  Oc(oberi  and  doet  not  commence  taking 
testimony,  ao  as  to  enable  the  utting  member  to  know 
upon  wbit  grounds  he  relied,  till  about  a  single  month 
before  (be  meeting  of  Congress.  Why  tbe  petitioner 
should  thus  delay  lor  nearly  three  monthly  and  then  sud- 
denly spring  upon  hil  antagoniit,  t  will  nut  tayi  but  this 
much  1  will  say,  that  if  he  had  farmed  a  plan  to  Uke  ad- 
vantage of  tbe  aittting  member,  he  oould  not  have  form- 
ed a  more  artful  and  perfect  one.  Will  ibe  House 
thus  permit  injustice  to  be  done,  not  merely  to  the  indi- 
vidual member,  but  to  (he  people  of  the  iwelAh  con- 
■  freesional  district?  Ought  Ibey  not  rather  to  say,  let 
tbe  whole  truth  be  bcwd  fully,  imputhlly,  ind  ftiriy? 


I  beg  leave  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  eunMte  some  tu- 
Ihoritieswhichhave  been  brought  in  review  inlhecourae 
of  this  debate.  The  gentlenun  from  New  York  [Ur. 
YAHniBNu]  has  relied  with  confidence  upon  (he  a 


its  being  opposed  to  the  present  application,  it  sanctions 
it.  That  case  came  here  froeo  Virginia,  where  Ibey  vote 
Sim  voce-  The  elecdon  took  place  in  Aprili  Hungeiford 
obtained  the  certificate  of  the  sheriffsi  Taliaferro  im- 
Dtedia(elygaTe  him  notice  that  be  should  contest  Maseat, 
and  in  that  notice  specified  particularly  tbe  grounds  of 
objectioDi  the  votes  that  were  (o  be  disqualified,  and 
even  (he  nimes  of  the  witneaaea  by  wbam  suoh  disqual- 
ification was  to  be  proven.  Hungerford  disregarded 
this  notice  altt^ther,  and  took  no  testimony  whatever. 

But  notwithstanding  the  gross  and  criminal  neglect  of 
Hungerford,  the  Committee  of  Eleccioni  agreed  to 
gnnt  further  time.  I  beg  leave  (o  read  from  thut  report, 
to  show  thst  the  patnotic  men  of  that  day  did  not  view 
contested  elections  ■*  the  gentleman  Irom  Maryland 
[Mr.  HowiED]  has  done,  a  mere  scuffle  between  indi- 
viduals for  place.  "The  committee  are  aware,"  says 
(he  report,  "that  some  inconvenience  may  arise  to  the 
petitioner,  if  this  contest  is  laid  over  for  any  timet  but 
they  think  tbe  right  ol  suffrage  ought  not  to  be  hazarded 
or  destnned  on  account  of  any  individual  inconvenienoe. 
If  there  baa  not  been  gross  neglect  in  the  uttiog  mem- 
ber, Che  committee  conceive  (hat  it  is  due  to  the  Sectors 
of  the  district,  who  polled  for  him,  and  to  himself,  not 
(o  hurry  his  case  to  a  decision,  without  giving  (hem  and 
him  an  opportuniiy  to  make  good  tbe  election  if  they  can 
do  it."  The  House  overruled  this  report  by  ■  small 
mijority,  because,  as  is  evident,  Hungerford  bad  been 
guilty  of  the  grossest  neglect.  There  is  no  such  neglect 
in  tbiscuei  but,  on  (be  contrary,  Ibere  is  positive  proof 
thai  all  tiiat  could  be  dai.e  has  been  done  by  the  sitting 
member,  considering  the  abortnesa  aiul  VBgueness  of  tbe 
notice  snd  tbe  extent  of  his  district. 

But  I  have  a  more  recent  authority,  in  which  this  Houaa 
granted  to  tbe  parties  further  lime  to  take  (estimony,  in 
a  case  not  half  so  strong  a*  the  one  now  under  considera- 
tion. II  is  one  of  high  authority,  because  it  had  the  ap- 
pmbstion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vi>- 
DiBTOiL,}  who  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. I  allude  to  the  ease  of  Hoore  and  Letcher.  In 
that  case  tbe  election  was  ^va  voce.  It  look  pUce  in 
Augtist  I  both  parties  commenced  (aking  les(imony  im- 
mediately, in  a  congressional  district  not  so  large  as  tbe 
twellth  congreswonal  district  of  North  Carohnat  they 
continued  to  take  testimony  up  lo  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, and  yet  the  House  granted  then  fi^rlher  (ime  to 
comple(e  their  testimony.  A  dronger  sulburily  than 
(his  cannot  be  found.  Both  parties  had  coniumM  four 
months,  and  yet  both  wished  further  time.  The  Hoosa 
did  not  (hink  the  application  unreasonable;  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  did  not  then  think  it  unreasonable, 
for  he  voted  for  i<,  both  in  the  ooratnittee  and  in  tbe 
Housr,  lliougb  he  now  thinks  (he  application  of  (he  sil- 
ting member  moat  unreasonable,  tt  is  no  answer  to 
this  argument  to  aiy  (hat,  in  (he  esse  referred  (o,  both 
parties  applied  for  funher  time.  It  only  shows,  what  I 
have  been  con(ending  for,that,  witliallpoasible  industry, 
neither  parly  bellevetl  his  testimony  complete,  although 
(hey  had  double  the  time  allowed  the  sitting  member, 
and  in  a  congresnonal  district  not  near  su  Urge. 

With  these  two  case*  a-aring  ui  in  the  face,  and  many 
others  that  mighi  be  meniioned,  ii  muit  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  and  regret  thai  (be  committee,  in  their  report 
now  under  consideration,  should  declitre.  in  the  nxNt 
broad  and  unqualified  (ermt  (hat  no  precedent  could  be 
found,  in  wbioli  an  application  wmilsr  to  (he  present 
I  lud  beea  grtnted,  either  by  the  Coranuttee  of  ^ectiant 
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or  by  tha  Roaie.  ir.  thererore,  rewon  and  wvument  ii 
lo  prenili  irpreoedcnt  tnd  auihority  are  entitled  to  tny 
weight)  if  equal  and  cTenbindcd  juBtice  ia  to  be  admin- 
literedtoall  alike;  if  we  wiih  Ibat  the  truth  ahould  be 
heard,  and  the  tvelFlh  con^renionaldiatrict  ahould  >peak 
ber  own  voice,  and  not  the  rtnce  ofa  party  in  thii  Houk, 
then  we  wilt  not,  and  cannot,  refuie  to  gtant  further  time, 
that  the  whole  truth  may  be  heard. 
Imual  here,  Hr.  Speaker,  lake  oceanon  to  protest 

r'nil  the  ^atuitoua  Inference,  made  ihe  other  day  by 
nnlletnan  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  HonrimD,]  that  this 
application  had  been  made  after  the  battle  had  been 
[(lughl  and  loat  by  the  sitting  ineniber.  This  application 
was  made  in  January  laat,  beRire  the  evidenoc  wm  ex- 
■tnined,  snd  before  the  aitling  member  could  know  how 
the  eommitlee  would  report.  He  did  not  then  believe, 
be  doei  not  now  believe,  that  this  bailie  will  be  lost  if 
juatiee  shall  be  donet  but  he  feela  it  his  duty,  a  duty  he 
owei  lo  himKlFaa  well  aa  to  the  people  he  repreaenti,  to 
put  this  question  beyond  all  cavil,  so  that  the  most 
mieenitile  tool  of  party  shall  nol  doubt.  I  have  examin- 
ed Ibis  case  upon  the  evidence  belore  ne,  carefully  and 
impartially,  and  I  muit  say  that  if  ever  there  was  a  case 
(n  which  injuatice  has  been  done,  if  ibers  ever  waaa 
ease  In  which  the  right  of  the  ailting  member  to  hia  seat 
was  clear,  it  is  this;  and  yet  I  amforifivingfurther  lime, 
because  it  i*  denred.  I  wish  to  bear  all  that  can  be 
■aid,  thai  the  whole  truth  may  appear.  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  of  the  lighir  Is  the  petitioner  afnid  that  the 
wbole  truth  ahould  be  heard?  If  not,  then  let  us  give 
further  time,  and  not  hasten  this  important  question  to  a 
premature  decision. 

Hr.  Speaker,  Ihe  most  unpleasant  task  remaina  lo  be 
performed.  1  am  constrained,  from  a  aenae  of  public 
auty.toeumine further  into  iheerrorsandmisrepresen- 
UtiaDoflhiseiiraordinar;  report,  whose  like  I  hope  we 
shall  never  lee  again.  I  beg  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Hr.  Boid]  to  believe  Ibat  it  is  in  no  unkind 
apiril  towards  him  that  I  speak  thus  freely  of  his  labon. 
I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  a  few  days  *go  dis- 
claim all  party  feelinga,  and  avow  ibe  hoi^esly  of  pur- 
pose by  which  he  haabeen  governed.  Tbe  gentleman 
spoke  with  earnestness,  and  I  fait,  at  thR  time,  that  he 
moke  contdentioualyi  but  I  could  not  but  deeply  regret 
that,  in  Ihe  review  and  aelf-eiami nation  of  which  he 
spoke,  he  had  not  delected  Ihe  gross  errors  by  which 
be  has  done  great  injustice  lo  ihe  silting  member,  and 
irreparable  injury  lo  ihe  State  from  which  I  come.  Let 
me,  thererorr,  invite  the  banorible  member  to  Ihe  re- 
view which  I  propose  lo  make  of  Ibis  public  document. 

At  the  Frantltn  precinct,  in  Hacon  county,  five  or  aiz 
votes  were  found  in  Ihe  Commons  box  for  Ncwlsnd, 
and  taken  fmin  tlul  box,  and  placed  lo  bis  pall  for  Con- 
gress, Blthough  it  made  live  voles  more  than  the  number 
of  freemen  who  had  voted  at  that  election.  The  com- 
miltee  allow  these  five  vote*,  and,  aaa  reason  for  allowing 
them,  the  repcrtsayi:  "Robert  HstI,  one  of  Ihe  judges, 
states  that  It  is  customary  to  correct  such  mistakes. 
There  is  no  ponlive  proof  to  show  how  many  ballots 
were  thus  eicbsnged,  nor  who  they  were  all  for.  Kil- 
lian  says  there  were  five  or  six  for  Newlsnd,  and  per- 
haps some  for  Graham— he  does  not  recollect.  It  is  left 
c^uite  uncertain  whether  there  wsa  not  tome  for  Ibe  sit- 
ting member!"  Sir,  in  Ibis  tbort  sentence  there  arc 
not  less  thsn  three  miMtatemenIs  of  fscti.  For  the  truth 
orthiBglbeg  to  read  Ihe  testimony  of  Robert  Hill  and 
James  W.  Killian.  Here  it  is.  Robert  Hall'i  testimony: 
"Tbejudges,upunconaultition,sgreedio  exchange  the 
TOlea,  and  the  exchange  waa  made,  but  I  do  not  recollect 
tba  number.  1  know  Ibat  it  has  been  Ihe  custom  for 
men  wholived  in  the  district  to  vole  in  whatever  county 
in  tbe  district  where  they  may  be  at  Ihe  election." 
James  W.  Siltian's  testimony :  "  I  was  prcieat  &l  Utc  cl«e 


of  the  busineai 

several  tickets,  . ^ 

box,  snd  the  same  number  for  the  csndi^les  for  the 
Senate  and  Commons  in  the  Congress  box.  These  were 
exchanged.  All  the  tickets  tsken  from  the  Commons 
box,  for  candidates  for  Congress,  were  given  for  New. 
land.  If  there  vere  any  for  Graham,  I  do  not  recollect 
it.  Theremaybavebeensome,  butldonot  koDwofany." 
The  committee  say  that  Robert  Ball  aweara  it  waa 
customary  te  make  such  eiehingei  but  Robert  Ball 
swears  no  such  thing.  He  sweara  that  it  was  cuatomsry 
for  men  living  in  the  district  to  vote  any  where  in  Ihe 
district)  but,  DDtwithslandingthiscustom,  the  commlttea 
have  rejected  such  votes,  and,  as  I  have  heretofore 
shown,  properly  rejeeled  them.  The  committee  my 
that  there  was  no  positive  proof  lo  show  how  many 
ballota  were  thus  exchsngedi  but  Kitlian  swears  that 
there  were  fire  or  six.  I'he  committee  say  that  it  wa* 
left  quite  uncertain  whelbertbere  were  not  some  for  the 
Htling  memberi  perhaps,  ssy  they,  there  were  some  for 
Graham.  But  what  ssya  Killian.  Let  him  speak  for 
himself.  "Atl  the  ticket*,"  says  he,  "  were  for  NewUnd ; 
if  there  were  any  for  Graham  I  do  not  reeollectt  there 
may  hive  been  some,  but  I  do  nol  know  ofatiy."  And 
this  po«tivr,  unequivocal  testimony,  the  committee  con- 
strue to  mean  "perhaps — quite  uncertaini"  Can  the 
House  adopt  in  this  report  this  undeniable  falsehood? 
Can  they  construe  tbe  clearest  and  moat  poaitire  denial 
to  mean  "  perhapa?"  But  the  committee  bave  not  only 
stated  that  which  ia  not  true,  but  they  have  not  ataied 
what  they  ought  to  have  known  to  be  the  fact.  At  the 
Franklin  precinct  there  were  445  name*  recorded  as 
having  voted  fur  Congress.  There  were  450  votea  re< 
turned — Eve  votes  more  than  were  polled.  Can  any 
one  doubt  that  these  five  votes  were  the  verj'  same  that 
were  improperly  taken  from  the  Commons  box,  {and 
counted  for  Newland?  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  posi- 
tive testimony,  the  committee  have  allowed  these  five 
votes  for  Newlsnd.  Will  Ihe  Houae  sanction  such  a  fraud 
upon  the  purity  ofihe  balloi-bozr  Such  votes  hereto- 
fore have  never  been  allowed. 

Will  Ihe  House,  for  tbe  sake  of  ejecting  Itia  sitting 
member,  eatabllah  to  dangerous  a  precedent,  by  which 
a  fraudulent  voter  will  be  enabled  to  cast  as  many  votea 
for  Congress  as  there  are  billot-boxesf  But  I  do  not 
at  this  Uroe  intend  to  go  Into  this  subject.  My  only 
object  at  present  is  to  ahow  that  this  report  is  defective, 
and  ought  to  be  recommiiled.  Let  Ihe  committee  re- 
examine and  correct  Ihe  many  errors  and  miarepresen* 
lations  with  which  it  abound^  and  then,  and  not  unlil 
then,  shall  we  be  able  to  give  an  enlightened  judgment, 
■o  as  to  do  jusiice  lo  the  siting  member,  and  the  people 
of  the  twefrth  eongreasionsl  diatrict. 

But  though  the  committee  have  stricken  from  tbe 
poll  of  tbe  sitting  member  all  votes  given  for  him  by 
persons  living  out  of  tbe  county  in  which  they  voted, 
they  have  not  deducted  from  the  poll  <if  the  petitioner 
either  his  own  vote,  or  that  of  his  two  brothera,  Ihougli 
proven  to  have  voted  out  of  the  county  in  which  they 
reside.  They  say  there  is  no  positive  proof  how  either 
of  these  men  voted ;  but  who  can  doubt  bow  ibey  voted, 
having  left  their  own  cuunty  lo  electioneer  for  Ibelr 
brother.  But  there  ia  a  case  in  which  the  proofis  clear 
and  poeitivei  and  yet  Ihe  committee  have  refused  lo 
strike  ofTsuch  votes  from  Ihe  poll  of  the  petitioner.  I 
allude  to  tbe  three  votea  given  fur  Newlsnd  at  tbe  Hen- 
derson precinct,  in  the  county  of  Buncombe.  It  is  proven 
by  the  certificate  of  the  judges  at  tbe  Henderson  pre- 
cinct, a*  well  aa  by  tbe  poll-books  themselvei,  that  theae 
three  voles  were  given  for  Newland,  by  pertont  living 
in  the  county  of  Taney.  The  judges  at  Adivillr,  upon 
comparing  the  polls,  properly  struck  these  voles  from 
the  poll  of  the  petitioDfr.    Ttic  UouK  wUl  perceive. 
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thit  if  Ihe  judges  at  Aihville  bad  not  ttricIUQ  off  Ihete 
ihtee  rote*,  the  committee,  to  be  eoniiitent,  must  b»ve 
done  it.  But  whkt  h*ve  they  done.'  Stnin|e  to  tell, 
tbe  committee  hare  restored  these  three  votes^  sod  hire 
counted  them  for  the  pelUiCDer!  Cm  the  House  sinc- 
tjon  soch  sliring'  inconsistenov,  sucb  p»lp«ble  injustlca 
to  (lie  silting  member,  as  well  ss  to  tbe  people  of  the 
tweil\h  congreuional  diflrict?  If  such  should  be  tbe 
case,  and  I  have  reason  to  Tear  it  may  be,  let  not  this 
pToceedinc  any  longer  be  disguised  under  the  ttame  of 
•  conlesled  election,  but  let  it  be  called  what  it  is— an 
expuluon  of  the  sitting  member,  to  place  in  his  seat 
Kuotbcr,  whose  politick  opinions  majr  be  more  easily 
t:hsn2ed  and  moulded  10  suit  the  dominant  party  in  this 
House. 

I  come  now,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  another  class  of  votes 
Allowed  the  petitioner  b;  the  committee,  which  were 
iteTer  given  in  at  the  polls.  Yes,  voles  which  never 
were  voted  have  been  counted  for  him.  To  hii  poll  the 
committee  have  added  five  votes,  which  they  uy  "were 
legally  offered  for  him,  and  illegilly  refused,"  How 
legally  offered  (be  committee  do  not  slate,  nor  is  there 
»ny  proof  that  these  votes  were  legally  tendered. 

[Hr.  HiMiR,orohio,bere  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
understood  there  were  two  motions  belbre  the  Housei 
one  to  fix  a  dsy  for  the  coniideration  of  the  report,  and 
the  other,  a  motion  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  com. 
nitlee,  with  leave  to  the  parlies  to  lake  further  teMl- 
mony.  His  question  of  order  was  this:  whether,  upon  a 
notion  to  recommit  to  a  committee,  it  was  in  order  to 
discua  Ibe  propowtion  whether  tbe  commiltee  had 
eorreclly  stated  the  facts  already  laid  before  them,  or 
drawn  proper  deductions  from  those  facts. 

Mr.  HxBDtT,  of  Kentucky,  stated  thit  there  waa 
□bthing  stronger  in  fiivor  of  recommitting  the  report  to 
the  commiltee,  than  to  show  that  the  committee  hid 
miniated  both  tbe  law  and  the  facts  on  this  subjecL 

The  SriiKia  stated  that  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
main  question  upon  this  contested  election  would  not 
be  in  order  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding.  He  had, 
however,  not  srrested  the  gentleman's  remarks,  because 
others  had  gone  somewhat  into  the  merits  of  the  ques. 
tion,  and  the  Chair  now  found  some  difficulty  in  restrain- 
ing the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The  debate 
bail  taken  a  wide  rangei  but  he  hoped  Uie  gentleman 
would  confine  himself  to  remsrks  that  would  be  in  order.] 
Hr.  RiRCBiK  stated  that  be  well  knew  his  re. 
marks  would  not  be  very  acceptable  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  but  white  he  would  go  as  far  aa  the  rules  of 
order  would  allow,  he  did  not  intend  to  transgress  those 
rules  if  he  knew  ii.  Hut  could  it  be  out  of  order,  when 
urging  ihe  recommitment  of  this  report,  to  show  that 
Ibe  committee  have  misconceived  the  law  and  misstated 
tbe  facts  in  this  casef  Re  did  not  charge  the  committee 
with  any  design  to  misrepresent,  but  he  wished  to  show 
that  the  committee  had  been  misled  themselves,  and 
that  their  report,  unless  corrected, . must  mislead  this 
House,  in  a  matier  of  vital  importance  to  the  freemen 
of  the  twelfth  congressional  district  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  It.  continued.  The  report  says  that  five 
volea  had  been  legally  offered,  and  illegally  refused. 
How  l^tly  offered  f  The  law  of  North  Carolina  has 
prescribed  tbe  mode  by  which  a  vote  shall  be  legally 
offered.  In  that  Slate,  when  a  vole  is  objected  to,  tbe 
voter  is  required  by  law  to  swear  "  that  he  is  qualified 
to  vole  under  the  canstitulion,  and  that  he  bath  nc' 
voted  before  at  such  eleciian."  We  are  to  presume  thi 
the  swam  ofBccra  of  the  Uw  did  their  duty,  unless  the 
contrary  appear.  Is  there  any  evidenee  here  that  Ihcke 
judgeadid  not  do  their  duty,  or  that  these  votersoSered 
to  qualify,  as  the  law  directs  ?  Not  the  slightest  part!- 
elef  and  although  the  report  asserts  that  these  votes 
were  legally  efiercd,  the  assertion  is  made  without  any 


evidence  to  justify  it,  and  without  giving  te  tbe  Boose 
the  law  of  North  Carolina,  by  which  a  voter  ia  required, 
if  his  vote  be  objected  to,  to  swear  both  to  hia  qualifi- 
cation and  that  he  has  not  voted  belbre  at  snch  elM* 
tioc.  The  judges  have  ■  right  to  require,  and  do  re- 
quire, this  oath  ofevery  voter  whose  vote  is  objected  toi 
and  if  he  refuae  to  qualify',  he  loses  his  elective  fran- 
chise, sitd  baa  no  right  to  vote.     However  cMnpetenl 

h  a  voter  may  be,  be  loses  his  ri^ht  by  refunng 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of^  the  law.  But 
there  ia  no  evidence  that  these  five  votes,  which  the 
committee  say  were  legally  offered  and  illegally  re> 
fused,  were  qoslifled  votest  hut,  on  the  contrary,  Ihere 
is  positive  proof  that  three  of  these  voters  were  not 
qualified  to  vote,  and  therefore  property  refuaed. 

We  have  the  deposition  of  three  of  these  men,  and 
they  swear  that  neither  of  them  had  resided  in  the  couo- 
(y  twelve  monllU  before  the  election,  which  1  have 
shown  is  indispenssble  to  ensble  a  freeman  to  vote  tio> 
der  the  constitution  of  North  Carolina.  The  committee 
SMert  (hat  these  voles  were  legally  offered  and  illegally 
refused)  white  there  is  no  proof  that  they  were  legally 
offered,  end  positive  proof  that  Ibey  were  legally  aikl 
properly  refused.  Antl  how  sre  Ihe  other  two  votes  pro- 
Ten  to  have  been  legal  votesf  Not  by  tbe  oath  of  tbe 
voten  themselves,  but  by  the  ex  parte  affidavit  of  anear 
relative  of  the  petitioner.  Aud  will  the  House  giv« 
more  weight  to  Mich  an  affidavit  than  to  the  aoleron 
judgment  of  judges  appointed  by  law,  and  acting  under 
the  solemnity  of  an  oathf  Isthe  House  prepared,  upon 
such  an  affidavit,  to  aaythat  these  votes  were  legally  of- 
fered and  illegally  refused  by  the  judges?  The  comnut- 
tee  say  that  these  five  voters  were  qualified  to  vote,  and 
therefore  illegally  refused,  while  the  judges  decidedt 
under  oslh,  that  they  were  not  qualified,  and  refused 
their  votes.  When  we  look  Inlo  the  proof,  Ihree  of 
them  swear  to  fscta  which  show  they  were  not  qualt- 
fiodi  white  the  only  evidence  you  have  of  the  qualifi- 
calian  of  the  other  iwo  is  the  ex  parte  evidence  of  a 
near  relative  of  the  petitioner. 

I  have  dwelt  upon  this  point  to  show  that  these  voles 
were  properly  rejected,  and  thai  the  committee  have 
asserted,  without  any  proof  to  justify  it,  that  they  were 
legslly  offered  and  illegally  refused.  At  a  proper  tioie, 
when  such  a  discussion  will  be  in  order,  I  shall  be  able 
to  show,  from  the  highest  authority,  that  this  House 
cannot  count,  for  either  csndidate,  votes  which  were 
refuaed  by  the  judges  at  the  polls.  The  most  that  we 
can  do  ia  to  set  sside  an  election,  when  it  shall  appear 
that  the  judge*  have  been  guilty  of  fraud.  In  refuainc 
such  a  number  of  good  voles  as  would  have  changed  the 
result  of  the  election.  In  this  case  no  such  fraud  is  pre- 
tended.  The  judges  not  unly  acted  honestly,  but  the 
proof  is  clear  that  they  decided  properly. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  have  done  with  this  report  I  regret 
that  my  duty  has  compelled  me  to  say  ihus  much  oF  it. 
Many  other  pmntsof  objection  I  have  left  unnoiicedi  for, 
from  beglnnmg  to  end,  this  whole  document  i*  nothing 
but  a  tisauB  of  misstatements  and  misrepresentations,  not 
intentional,  I  admit,  but  which  sre  well  calculated  to 
mislead  the  public  mind.  It  doubtless  has  and  will  mis- 
lesd  msny  honest  voters  in  the  iwelfih  congressional 
district,  into  which  I  sm  told  s  large  number,  obtained 
from  oiir  public  printer,  waa  sent  raanj'  days  before  it 
was  laid  upon  our  tables.  But  here,  with  the  Uw  and 
the  facts  before  us,  I  am  determined  it  shall  mistesd  no 
one,  unless  he  be  willingly  misled.  I  (rust,  therefore, 
lliat  this  whole  subject  will  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
miltee, that  we  may  have  such  a  report  mm  will  enable  us 
to  decide  ibis  controvert  correclly  and  impartially.  Tb« 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Boin]  appeara  impatient 
to  hurry  this  House  inlo  a  premature  decision  erf  this 
case.     He  declares  that  we  oan  decide  it  in  a  single 
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him  to  decide  it,  ho  thinki  (hit  Houte  ongM  lo  decide  in 
one  hoor!  Let  me  tell  thtt  ^DtlemRn  ihat,  dthough 
there  itay  be  lome  who  we  wijIinK  to  Uke  the  Kcntle- 
m>n'i  report  upon  Eutb,  And  eject  Ibe  silting  member 
wiltMxit  eren  an  hour*!  euiuitutinn,  yet  there  are  other*, 
•nd  I  hope*  Ibi^  mijority  of  th<>  Honiie,  who  with  to 
emmine  thii  Urge  Tolutne  of  eridenee  for  thenietve), 
and  who  wish  to  decide  thii  cue  upon  Ibe  eterrul  pnn- 
ciplei- of  truth  and  jualiee,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  patu^  dictAtion.  1  regret  that  the  gentleinan  from 
Nev  York  [Hr.  Vaitiiibpoil]  ahould  haire  announced 
hia  determination  not  lo  ^ve  ua  time  In  esamine  thta 
fubject.  Be,  loo,  can  decide  it  in  a  alngle  hour.  Let 
me  remind  the  genllennn  of  bit  own  experience  upon 
conteflted  electiona.  At  the  laat  CoogrcM  the  gentleman 
WM  >  member  of  the  Committee  of  Electiona,  and  ixam- 
intd  the  CMe  of  Hoore  and  Letcher  for  ais  montln.  He 
came  to  a  clear  coneluaion  in  faror  of  Hoore,  and  ao  re- 

Sortcd.  But  tlie  Honae,  upon  examination  of  the  eri- 
Nice,  dacided  that  Letcher  bad  a  majority  of  the  legal 
rote*.  Suddenly  the  gentleman  became  bewildered, 
bia  intellect  «•■  benighted,  and  he  then  declared,  for 
bi*  life,  be  could  not  tell  which  wu  entitled  to  the  aeal, 
and  therefore  voted  laaend  it  back  to  thepeoplel  The 
genlleman'a  own  e^erience  ahoutd  make  bim  a  little 
more  diatniatful  of  bm  ability  to  decide  conteated  elec- 
tiona. Then,  after  ms  month*'  esaininalion,  he  revened 
fata  own  deciaien,  and  decided  that  he  could  not  decide; 
but  now  be  can  decide  a  queaiion  equally  complicated 
in  one  hour]  What,  let  me  ask,  hai  iO  whetted  the 
grentleBmn'i  mental  facultiea?  What  has  made  (his  child 
of'  doubt  and  of  dirkneu  on  yeaterday,  lo-day  an  inlet- 
leeluat  giantf  But  though  he  hai  lo  increased  in  intel- 
lectual itrengtb,  andean  now  decide  this  case  in  a  aingie 
hour,  yet  I  truit  he  will  ahow  some  indulgence  towanla 
otbert,  who  have  not  been  ao  fortunate,  and  give  them 
line  to  examine  and  decide  for  themarlTe*. 

Hr.  Speaker,  in  the  course  oflhii  debate  frequent  allii- 
KOn  hiabeen  made  to  party,  and  the  politic*  of  Ibe  two 
gentlemen.  ForlhentlingnieniberlbaTe  great  peraonal 
respect.  The  able  and  independent  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  hia  public  duties,  and  his  correct  and 
amiable  deportment  in  priTale  life,  must  hare  secured 
him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  But, 
upon  this  subject,  I  feel  that  I  am  acting  under  the  obli- 
gationa  of  an  oath,  and  I  am  determined  to  know  no 
party  except  my  country,  and  to  yield  to  no  feeling 
except  truth  and  justice.  But  why  should  I  cherish  any 
party  feeling^  I  trust  I  have  no  cause  to  do  so.  Both 
thcte  gentlemen,  when  before  tlie  people,  held  the  same 
political  aeniinenti  1  do  upon  the  all-absorbing  question 
that  now  agitates  this  country  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other.  They  both  aToved  their  preference  for  Judge 
White  for  the  next  preaidency.  They  both  hoisted  his 
flap,  which  has  been  truly  asid  to  be  a  flag  without  a 
stain.  I  hope  neither  of  them  has  pulled  down  thai  flag, 
and  abandoned  the  principles  he  held  before  tlie  people. 
Tt  la  true,  I  have  heard  the  petitioner  has  deserted  that 
Sag,  and  given  in  his  adhesion  to  Van  Buren;  but  I  do 
not  know  the  fact  to  be  so.  I  hope  it  is  not  so,  and  that 
the  gentleman  will  contradict  a  report  ao  unfavorable  lo 
hi*  political  integrity.  Anxious  and  ambiliou*  as  he  may 
be  to  obtain  ■  seat  on  thia  floor,  (and  it  ia  worthy  of  am- 
bition,) I  hope  he  wilt  never  consent  to  do  so  by  barter. 
ing  away  his  own  political  principles,  and  the  political 
rights  of  a  free,  independent,  and  generous  people.  The 
Van  Buren  party,  who  now  constitute  a  majority  in  thia 
House,  must  be  anxious  to  obtain  the  casting  vote  from 
North  Carolina,  ahould  the  election  of  Freiident  come 
lo  the  Ruuae  of  Bepretentatives;  btil  I  am  nnriliing  to 
believ*  anf  partj'  in  this  country  «o  base  as  to  buj  up 


political  power,  by  violating  the  ascred  ri^ts  oF  the 
ballot-box,  atid  placing  upon  thia  floor*  political  aposlatev 
whom  the  people  have  not  s*nl  here  by  their  votes.  But- 
if,  hereafter,  the  melancholy  conviclion  should  be  forced 
upon  my  mind  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  that  the  people 
of  the  tweinh  congressional  district  have  thua  been  be- 
trayed, I  shall  not  hesitate  to  proclaim  and  denounce 
such  bargain  and  bribery  freely  and  fearlessly,  and  in 
such  terms  aa  corruption  deaerves.  The  people  will 
rise  in  their  majesty,  and  avenge  their  violated  right*. 
But  be  that  ns  it  may,  the  path  of  duty  to  me  is  pUin;  I 
must  decide  this  controversy  according  to  law  and  teati- 
mony,  and  I  am  determined  lo  do  ao  impartially,  con- 
scientiously, and  without  regard  lo  pirty  dictation.  I 
was  not  drifted  here  upon  the  waves  of  party.  I  have 
the  aatisfaction  to  believe  that  t  came  here  from  the 
confidence  which  my  constituents  repoae  in  my  devotion 
lo  the  constitution  (nd  laws  of  my  country,  and  the 
right*  and  interests  of  the  people.  I  shall  endeavor  to 
do  nothing,  either  on  this  or  any  other  occasion,  to  im- 
pair that  kind  and  indulgent  opinion. 

Before  Mr.  Rivceix  had  concluded  hi*  remarks,  the 
whole  of  which  are  given  above, 

Hr.  WHITTLeSF.V  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  moved  to  sugiend  the  rules  for 
this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  then  pettdingt  and  intimated,  at 
the  same  time,  that  if  it  was  not  disposed  of  to-diy,  he 
should  renew  a  similar  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  UANN,  of  New  York,  asked  fbr  the  yea*  and 
naysi  which  were  ordered)  and  the  vote  waa:  Teal  111, 
nays  70: 

Ya^s — McBSrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Be«n,  ' 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cambrcleng,  Carr,  Cuey,  Chaney,  Chapin, 
Nathaniel  H.  Chiiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cushmsn,  Davis,  Dickerson,  Dickson,  Uouble- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Falrfleld,  French,  William  K. 
Fuller,  GilTet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley, 
Bamuel  S.  Harrison,, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hsynes,  Hender- 
son, Holsey,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jirvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kil^re, 
Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  I.ansing,  Lawler,  Gideon 
I.ee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonsrd,  Li^n,  Loyall,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Hann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
Mason,  Hoses  Mason,  Maury,  Hay,  HcKeon,  HcRim, 
HcLene,  Hontgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owen*, 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dulee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Beynolds,  Joseph  Beynolda,  Roane, 
Rabrrtaon,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Augustine  H.  Sbeppcrd, 
Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sutherland,  T1loma^  Waddy 
Thompson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Vinlon,  W*ge- 
ner.  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks— III. 

NiTs—Hesars  Chilton  Allan,  Bemsn  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bank*,  Beale,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crine, 
Cusbing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dunlap,  Evans, 
Everett,  Forester,  Philo  C .  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gran- 
ger, Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Riland  Hill,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Harlan,  Harper,  Hszeltine,  Hicaler,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Jinea,  Henry  Johnson,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mia"n,  Mc- 
carty, UcComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MilUgan,  Morri*, 
Phillip*,  Pickens,  Reed,  Bencher,  Buasell,  William  B. 
Sbepard,  Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Underwood,  Whittleaey,  Bherrod  William*,  Wise— 70. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Hr.  BTNOH  inquired  of  ihe  Chair,  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  motion  for  the  previoua  question^ 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  the  subject  had  passed  from 
before  the  Heuae  that  day,  by  the  vote  just  taken. 
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Mr.  BVHUM  tb«n  give  notice,  promiiinE  that  he  isked 
for  nothing  but  whit  wm  right,  >nd  wm  not  diiposed  Id 
•ubmit  Id  what  wu  wrong,  tliat  he  ihould  more  the  pre- 

Tbe  HouK  then  proceeded  to  the  orderi  oflhe  itj. 
ALFOSD  AND  BRUSH.       . 

The  House  rcMnied  the  eonnderation  of  the  joint 
reiolutioa  Tor  the  relief  of  Senedicl  Alford  tnd  Bobert 
Bruih. 

[The  retalutron  w*>  preienled  under  the  foltovlng 
circunuUnce*:  At  the  lint  Mnion  of  the  33d  Congren, 
K  bill  passed  the  Houwi  of  RepreaenlatiTM,  gisniing 
peniioM  to  Benedict  Alford  and  Bobert  Bruih,  aoldien 
of  the  reTolutionar;  war.  By  the  iournils  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  it  appear!  that  this  bill  «»  inde6nitely  postponed 
in  (hat  body,  and  the  Haute  of  nepreaenlativei  was  so 
notlftediand  it  it  also  So  entered  in  the  journal  of  the 
House.  The  postponement  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  in 
the  hurry  of  business  at  the  lut  hour  of  the  settion,  was 
inadvertently  overlooked  by  the  enrolling  clerk,  aa  well 
ai  by  Ihe  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  in  the  House, 
and  it  was  enrolled  and  signed  by  the  officers  oflhe  two 
Houses,  and  presented  to,  and  spprored  by,  the  Pre«- 
deni.  A  few  days  after  the  adjournment  of  Congreai, 
the  error  was  diacovered  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  Ihe 
House  of  RrpreaentatiTea,  and  notice  of  the  ftct  was 
Immediately  given  to  the  War  Department.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War  Ibereapon  declined  complying  with  the 
proTiiions  of  the  bill,  under  the  conviction  that  it  wm 
not  a  vafid  atslute.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
PreudenI  communicated  the  fact  to  the  Senate  by  mes- 
■age.  No  action  in  the  case  waa,  however,  had  in 
either  House  at  Ihe  bsC  session.  At  the  present  session 
Benedict  Alford  again  presented  his  petition,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 
The  committee  reported  ihat,  in  its  opinion,  ihe  act  was 
a  valid  one,  and  that  no  further  legislation  was  neceiaary 
to  give  a  pension  to  the  petitioner,  which,  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  Secretary  of  War  was  bound  (o  pay  him.  A 
member  of  the  committee,  dilfering  from  the  majorily, 
aRer  the  report  was  made,  moved  the  resolution  direct- 
ing Ihe  Secretary  of  \Var  to  execute  Ihe  ac',  which  hid 
patted  in  Ihe  roinner  herein  ststedi  and  the  dtscnssion 
on  a  former  day,  and  an  the  present  occasion,  was 
mainly  whether  or  not  the  bill  of  the  first  session  of 
the  33d  Cangrets  was,  under  the  circumstances  above 
tUted,  a  valid  act.] 

The  motion  pending  was  that  of  Mr.  Vnrron,  to 
refer  the  joint  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judlciiry,  with  instruction!  to  report  whether  the  act 
mentioned  in  Ihe  resolution  wu  a  Uw  of  the  land  or  not. 

Mr.  WH1TTLB3ET  expressed  the  hope  that  the  in- 
struotiont  woukl  be  withdrawn,  and  the  reaolulion  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaryi  without  fur- 
ther debate. 

Mr.  WISE  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to  the 
validity  of  the  acli  when 

Mr.  WHITTLESRY  moved  to  postpone  the  subject  to 
Pridiy  next)  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  1NGKRSOLL,  who  offered  a  substitute  for  Itie 
motion  of  Mr.  Vi>toit,  dirroling  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  report  a  bill,  if  they  should  deem  it  proper, 
for  the  relief  of  the  penoni  mentioned  in  Ihe  resolution. 

After  tome  remarka  by  Hestr*.  1NQERS0LL  and 
DICKERSON, 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY  renewed  Ihe  motion  to  postpone 
Ihs  whole  subject  until  Friday  next,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it. 

The  discussion  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
TOUCEY.  INOBRSOLL,  ROBERTSON,  MERCER, 
LANE,  JCDSON,  and  CRAIO. 

Mr.  McKEON  remarkei)  that,  aware  as  he  was  that  ■ 
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large  portion  of  the  public  time  had  been  given  to  thit 
question,  he  would  atk  the  attention  of  the  House  but 
for  a  very  few  moments.  He  wss  satisfied  that  il  wai 
due  to  themselves,  as  well  aa  those  whom  tliey  repre- 
sented, that  they  should  theorize  leas.  It  was  time  to 
produce  results  of  a  practical  character.  Day  after  day 
wit  consumed  in  trifles,  and  it  wsa  time  to  pause  in  the 
career  the  House  had  been  pursuing.  The  question 
growing  out  of  the  claims  of  the  petitioners  was,  to  his 
mind,  as  simple  ss  any  one  could  bet  as  plain  a  propor- 
tion is  ever  was  submitted  to  a  legiilative  body.  It  ap- 
peared that,  by  same  inadvertence,  a  bill  granting  pen- 
sions  to  these  rerolulionary  soldiers  had  received  ail  the 
neceasary  certificates  of  the  officers  of  ihe  two  branches 
of  Congres*,  ind  had  ill  the  ippeirance  of  a  law,  wilh- 
ont  ever  having  been  idopted  by  Ihe  Senate.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  his  sent  his  message  to  the 
House,  staling  that  Ihe  hilt  never  received  the  unction 
of  Ihe  Senate.  Thia  fact,  sir,  said  Ur.  McK.,  ippeire 
from  the  journal  of  that  Senate,  showing  that  the  bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed.  It  was  evident  thai  no  action 
had  taken  place  upon  it  in  that  body — that  action  to  ne- 
ceasary to  piss  il  into  ■  law.  tt  was  admitted  on  every 
side  of  that  House,  that  a  measure,  to  have  the  elfect  of 
taw,  must  be  sanctioned  by  both  branches  of  Congrasi. 
If  there  was  a  doubt  l«  to  the  amount  of  evidence  necea- 
sary to  prove  the  adoption  by  either  branch,  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  insisted  that  the  House  ought  to  lean  in  favor  of 
Ihat  position  which  tended  to  keep  Ihe  power  in  Itie  le- 
gitlitive  branches.  Thst  was  Ihe  doctrine  of  the  Execu- 
tives o'  '''»'  EieciitivB  to  frequently  chsrged  with  a  de- 
sire to  dispense  with  the  Senatei  and  which  Executive 
was  now  found  aending  hit  message  here,  stating  that,  M 
Ihe  Senile  hid  not  sanctioned  the  bill,  the  law  had  not 
been  executed.  He  (Hr.  McK.)  had  heard  genllemen 
on  Ihat  floor  insist  that  ihe  Executive  officer  nught  not 
to  look  behind  the  cerlificalea  of  the  passsge  of  the  law; 
Ihit  ttiose  certificatea  were  sufficient  authority  for  them. 
The  Executive  deierved,  for  his  vigilance  and  scrutiny 
inio  the  ficli  of  the  case,  Ihe  approbation  nf  every  man 
who  voted  to  see  the  proper  exercise  of  the  powers  of 
each  branch  of  the  Government.  The  constitution  in- 
sists that  Ihe  assent  of  both  branches  sliill  be  given  to  a 
bill.  What  his  been  the  case  here?  We  find  the  bill 
adopted  by  the  House,  and,  so  &r  as  the  House  is  con- 
cerned, bearing  every  evidence  of  its  being  spproved 
by  this  branch.  We  follow  Ihe  bill  to  the  Senate,  ind 
find  upon  Ihe  journal  Ihat  it  wis  postponed  indefinitely. 
We  find  evidence  of  ita  not  having  passed  that  body. 
One  member  insists  Ihat  we  shall  go  furlhert  he  tells  us 
that  the  officers  whose  duly  it  is  to  execute  the  law 
ought  not  to  examine  beyond  the  il|cnaturei  which  are 
affixed  to  the  bill.  Sir,  said  Hr.  McK.,  I  go  as  fir  as  the 
truth  goes,  so  far  as  Ihe  fact  appeari  from  the  journal 
that  it  is  not  a  law  with  the  approval  of  ihe  Senate.  It 
wit,  undoubtedly,  on  the  same  principle  the  Secretary 
of  War  refused  to  put  the  law  into  execution.  I'he  op- 
posite doctrine  would  undonbledly  throw  the  power  out 
of  Ihe  hands  oflhis  Houset  frauds  might  be  committedi 
the  public  treasure  squandered.  In  this  case,  in  the 
huiry  of  business,  a  miilake  his  occurred,  and  it  is  our 
busineai  not  to  waste  lime  on  nice  diilinctiont,  but  to 
remedy  the  defect  at  once.  Before  taking  my  seat,  allow 
me  to  refer  to  a  point  which,  though  not  slricily  relevant, 
yet  has  been  made  during  the  discussion  this  morning. 

The  gentlemsn  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Wisa]  has  taken 
occasion,  in  the  course  of  his  remsrks,  to  say  tint  thit 
question  it  •  fine  commentary  on  the  new-fashioned  doc- 
trine of  expunging.  I  know  that  thit  expunging  is  not 
popular  with  minyi  but,  lir,  so  far  as  the  novelty  is  con- 
cerned, let  me  inform  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginia  tbit 
we  have  a  precedent  ilready  upon  Ihe  joornals  of  an 
Congrcta — upon  the  journal  of  the  Senate  of 
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tiK  Dnited  State*.  Th«  cim  can  b«  found  in  the  jour- 
■al  of  the  Senate  of  the  year  1806.  I  read  froni  the 
journt.  Here  is  the  rewlutian,  «ilh  thia  aame  objec- 
tionable word,  t:g>vngt.  I  produce  it  toihotr  wlwt  waa 
done  in  Ihc  dayi  of  Thomai  Jeffcraon — what  wai  Itir 
practice  during  the  adminiatration  of  one  of  Virginia' 
nobint  children. 

"Honda)',  5  o'clock,  P.  H.,  April  21,  1806. 
"On  motion— That  every  thin^  in  the  journal  relatiTC 
to  the  mcmoriala  of  8.  G.  Ogdcn  and  Wm.  8.  Smitb, 
bt  expunged  therefrom, 

"  It  pawed  in  the  tfBnnitiTe-.-yeaa  13,  nayi  8. 
"The  yeaa  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one  fifth 
of  the  Senaton  prctent,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirma- 
'      tive  are, 

•■  Meaira,   Adair,   Condit,   Gilman,   Kitche),   Logan, 
Milchell,   Smith   of  Hiryland,    Bmilh  of   New  York, 
llirualon.  Turner,  Worthington,  and  Wright. 
"Those  who  voted  in  the  ne|;ative  are, 
"  HeMn.    Adanu,    Baldwin,    Hillhouie,   Pickering, 
rlummer.  Smith  of  Oliio,  Tracy,  and  White." 
'    In  the  liat  of  yeas  and  nay«  the  name  of  th^  diitin- 
ruished  and  venerable  gentleman  from  UaMichuKtti 
[Hr.  Asiira]  ia  fonndt  and  if  there  be  any  thing  in  ref- 
erence to  the  vate.or  which  explanation  may  be  demand- 
ed, he  certainly  can  informui.     Ifthe  precedent  be  ex- 
amined, it  will  be  found  to  contain  aufficient  authority 
for  the  preaent  day. 

Hr.  MeK.  hoped  there  waa  a  diipontion  in  the  Houie 
to  do  juilice  to  theie  time-honored  and  war-worn  peli- 
tionert,  who  were  loldien  of  the  Revolution — that  the 
reaotuiion  would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
hitionarj  PenBioni.  Let  iii  act  ai  if  the  matter  wai  rei 
inttgra~»t  if  it  wai  a  pure  queation.  If  deemed  necea- 
Mry,  let  a  preamble  to  the  bill  be  reported,  letting  forth 
the  cireumitance*  in  relation  to  the  caac.  He  wa>  latii- 
Aed  that  thia  courte  would  alone  produce  the  retult  to 
greatly  deaired  nn  all  aidei. 

At  the  auggestion  of  Mr.  HOLSET,  Mr.  INGERSOLL^ 
accepted  a  modification  of  big  amendment,  to  change 
the  refierence  of  the  subject  from  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Peniiona. 

The  diacuaaion   waa  then  further  continued   by  Mr. 
HOLSETi  when 
Mr.  GILLBT  moved  the  previoua  queation. 
Mr.  VINTON  modiGcd   hta  motion  by  directing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciar>',  if  they  ahould  be  of  opinion 
that  the  act  waa  not  a  valid  one,  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
brnellt  of  the  peraons  named  in  the  aame,  if  they  ahould 
be  nf  opinion  that  relief  ought  to  be  granted  to  them. 
The  motion  for  the  previoua  nueition  wai  not  aeconded. 
After  varioua  propoaittoni  to  amend,  and  some  fiirther 
remarks  and   auggeitions   by    Messrs.    B£AIIDSLET, 
SUTHERLAND,  ADAM9, 1NGEH90LI,  ANTHONY, 
ORBNNELL,  KENNON,  and  EVERETT,  the  aubstituie 
proposed    by    Mr.    InsaaiutL    for  the  motion    of  Hr. 
ViMToir  wat  negatived ;  Aye*  63,  noea  65. 

Mr.  ADAM9  then  moved  a  subititute  for  the  motion 
of  Mr.  ViHTOT,  in  substance  that  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Penaions  be  inalrucied  to  report  a  bill  fur 
the  relief  of  Benedict  Alford  and  Robert  Brusbj  which 
Wii  agreed  to:  Ayes  60,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  joint  reiolution  waa  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  with  the  inilruclion* 
moved  by  Mr.  ADam. 

The  Houie  then  adjourned. 

SiTDBDiT,  Hamca  19. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 

the  Committee  of  Etectioni  on  the  subject  of  the  North 

C«roliiM  eonteattd  election. 


The  question  being  originally  on  tbe  motioB  rcpoKed 
from  the  committee  to  poalpone  the  coasideration  of  the 
report  1:11  the  3d  day  of  March,  and  make  it  the  qiecial 
order  for  that  day, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strikeout  Ibe  2J 
of  March,  and  insert  Wednesday,  the  S3d  of  March. 

Mr.  HARD  had  mored  to  recommit  the  whole  subject 
tothe  Committee  or  Elections,  with  instructions  to  aflow 
further  time  for  the  partiea  lo  take  depoailloBS  in  the 

Hr.  REKCHEB  teaumed  his  remarks  in  &Tor  of  the 
motion  to  allow  further  time. 

Ths  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  cailM  for. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HARD,  (he  rules  were  suspended 
for  this  day,  with  a  view  to  proceed  in  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Electiona 

Mr.  RENCHEH  having  concluded  his  remarks,  u  giv- 
en heretofore, 

Mr.  Nkwlaib  then  addressed  the  Houae  at  snme 
length.  He  said  he  was  sorry  it  had  again  beoome  bis 
duly  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  further  remarks. 
When  the  House  ilid  him  the  honor  to  permit  him  to 
appear  on  Wednesday  last  in  bia  own  behalf,  he  firat  ad- 
dreaaed  the  Chair,  and  inquired  the  nature  of  the  motiani 
then  pending.  The  Chair  waa  kind  enough  to  explain, 
and  informed  him  that  it  would  be  out  of  order  todiseuas 
the  main  queation.  Mr.  N.  on  Ibftt  occasion  endeavoted 
strictly  to  observe  the  landmarks  laid  down  by  the  Chair, 
carefully  avoiding  any  eiplsnition  of  the  testimony,  and 
confining  himself  to  a  plain  and  simple  statement  of  bct^ 
in  regard  lo  the  notices  he  bad  served  on  hia  hononibto 
opponent,  and  the  notice*  served  on  himself  by  iiis  op- 
ponent. If,  on  that  Dccssion,  ha  was  happy  enough  to 
be  understood,  ind  gentlemen  had  examined  the  dates 
he  then  referred  to,  he  trusted  the  House  waa  now  fully 
satisfied  that,  so  far  from  the  petitioner  having  any  jn- 
Icntion  lo  seek  any  advantagns  of  the  sitting  member, 
he  had  manifeaied  every  disposition  to  siford  that  gen- 
tleman all  the  facilities  a  reasonable  man  could  ask 
fur.  He  had  given  him  more  ibsn  double  the  lime  the 
laws  of  their  State  required,  serving  the  original  notice 
on  him  ai  the  September  court  in  Burke  county,  tha 
tint  court  in  the  district,  and  continuing,  week  aftee 
week,  fram  one  county  to  another,  until  it  passed  through 
the  whole  district,  at  each  and  all  of  which  hi*  oppo> 
saw  all  his  friends,  and  had  all  the  opportunity  ha 
1  hsve  asked  for  lo  collect  snd  imbody  his  testimony. 
■.  N.  said  these  facts  spoke  for  theroselvest  snd 
gentlemen  surely  muat  be  satiafied  that  the  aittii^ 
member  had  occupied  more  time  in  taking  deposiiioni  . 
than  he  had,  coupled  as  Ibia  was  with  the  fact  that  tha 
sitting  member  had  notified  him  (the  petitioner)  that  he 
would  continue  taking  depoutioni  Dp  to  the  15ih  of 
December,  having  served  nctices  to  that  effect  prior  to 
his  [Mr.  Gaiux]  leaving  home. 

By  permission  of  the  House,  Mr.  N.  would  turn  for  » 
moment  to  the  remarks  that  hid  fallen  frora  several 
honorable  ^ntlemrn  who  bad  spoken,  but  more  par- 

ilarly  lo  what  had  juit  fallen  from  one  of  the  repre- 

lativea  from  his  own  State,  [Mr.  BurCHin.]  As  lo 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Ur.  Hiai,] 
Mr.  N.  could  not  pretend  lo  answer  him,  for  the  reason 
that  much  of  what  heaaid  waa  in  an  unknown  tongue,  or, 
•t  leaat,  in  language  Hr.  V-  waa  not  convcra*nt  in.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Rinrcnia]  (he  pre- 
sumed he  would,  under  no  circumilances,  permit  him  to 
call  the  g-cntleman  hia  colleague)  hid  said  a  good  deal 
about  prejudgingthis  case,  andabuut  predilections.  Now, 
he  (Hr.  N,)  would  appeil  lo  the  candor  of  the  House  to 
say  whether  the  gentleman  himaelf  had  not  prejudged 
this  case.  Before  concluding  his  remarks,  the  gentle> 
nan  had  taken  occsnon  to  refer  to  tlie  politics  of  the 
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two  eootendingr  Kentlemen,  {Hr.  Cmavui  knd  Mr.  N-] 
Ttiete  renurki  rendered  it  incumbent  upon  hin  that  be 
riiould  gite  lonia  farther  esplanition  Ihan  wm  pre- 
scribed tobim  bj  the  direction  of  the  Speaker,  or  than 
he  had  originally  inlendedi  and  ■■  the  gentleman  [Hr. 
BiBcaaa]  had  indulged  in  a  Ttry  wide  range  of  argu- 
ment and  diKunion,  Mr.  N.  hoped  the  House  vould  ei- 
tend  the  nraa  conrteiy  lowarda  himteir.  So  hr  aa 
politica  were  concerned,  he  had  no  aecreta  to  keep. 
Hia  polilict  were,  and  ever  had  been,  known,  bolh  in 
the  Leglilalure  af  bn  native  State,  and  to  the  people  of 
hia  whole  district,  Tbef  had  been  inenlcaled  into  hi* 
youthful  mind,  and  were  in  accordance  with  the  viewi 
orone  who  made  bare  bii  boMm  to  ■eblete  the  Jibertiea 
he  then  enjoyed.  Hia  early  opiniona  be  had  never 
abandoned,  nor  would  hei  and  If  gentlemen  vtthed  to 
hivealigate  hi*  poritie*,  he  not  only  challenged,  but 
should  court  it.  He  hefd  hinaelf  reat^  to  give  a  full,  a 
fair,  and  an  impartial  history  of  hii  whole  oonrse,  if  it  was 
dnired.  He  bad  nothing  to  coiweal,  little  to  regret, 
and  itill  less  to  retract. 

Mr.  N.  then  proceeded  (o  say  that  he  had  been  an 
humble  supporter  of  the  present  administration,  which 
had,  in  hi*  opinion,  carried  eut  the  principles  he  rerily 
beliered  to  have  been  intended  by  the  f^amer*  of  the  great 
charter  of  our  righta. 

The  CHAIR  here  interposed,  and  inrbnned  the  gen- 
Heman  that  the  coarse  he  wai  pursuing  was  not  ttnclly 
in  order. 

Mr.  MAXJBY  mored  that  the  gentleman  have  leave  to 

Mr.  BTNDH  thought,  as  the  petitioner's  polities  hsd 
been  first  brought  in  question  by  his  collcagae,  [Hr.  tltx- 
csss,]  that  the  former  gentleman  had  a  right  to  proceed 
in  reply. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  H^uii. 

Hr.  NmwLiTiii    thanked    the    House  for  the  indul- 

Since,  but  having  been  rebaked,  he  would  not  proceed 
rther  on  that  subject.  He  hoped,  however,  he  might 
he  permitted  losiyto  the  honorable  genllemsnf  Mr.  RiM- 
ciia]  that  he  (Ur.  N.)  was  not  one  oTthnse  who  foughl 
tinder  different  colon.  He  would  merely  ssk  ihe  gfen- 
tleman  to  take  the  beam  from  his  own  eye,  ere  he  coijid 
flatter  himself  with  possessing  ihat  distinct  perception 
to  be  able  to  take  the  mote  from  his  brother's.  Sir,  ssid 
Mr.  N.,  "  straws  show  which  way  the  wind  blows;"  and 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  from  the  gentleman's  argument 
what  he  is  aiming  it.  Tou  know  the  maxim,  sir,  that 
"  dog  will  not  eat  dogi"  and  from  the  highest  authority 
we  are  told  that  "  he  that  la  not  for  me  is  sgiinit  one." 
The  genttemin,  in  hia  elaborate  speech,  had,  as  most  be 
apparent  to  all  «ha  heard  him,  taken  but  une  side  of  the 

ThegentlemanhadgiventbeHoaaconereason  why  this 
report  should  be  recommitted,  vtii  that  the  committee 
hsd  wholly  misconstrued  the  ccnilitution  ofKorth  Csro- 
lina  in  regard  to  the  quslifloation*  ofToters.  Now,  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  legal  opinions  of  that  gentleman, 
Mr.  K.  mj9t  he  permitted  to  sav  that  he  was  himself 
wholly  wrong,  and  Ihat  the  renllemsn's  opinion  totally 
eonflicled  with  the  conatiuction  given  to  that  section  by 
the  most  able,  experienced,  and  learned  men  of  their 
Srate.  Mr.  S.  then  read  that  part  of  the  conililution  of 
Norlh  Carolina,  and  commented  at  some  length  upon  the 
interpretation  given  to  the  section  relating  lo  election* 
by  Mr.  Rsrchss,  whose  argument,  he  said,  was  an  ah- 
•urdily,  being  totally  at  variance  with  Ihe  common  mean- 
ing of  aimple  )*ngitsge,  unless  the  clauae  w*a  intended 
to  connit  of  empty  words,  and  mean  nothing.  The  eon- 
•titution  was  so  plain  and  eiplicit,  that  it  seemed  to  him 
strange  indeed  that  the  gentleman  should  have  given  it 
the  construction  he  had. 

Mr.  N.  then  referred  lo  the  lettenaod  iMcinentBof 


the  jitting  member,  andnid,  "out  of  his  own  mouth  let 
him  be  Judged."  Lawyer  as  hia  opponent  waa,  Mr.  N. 
was  at  a  lo«  to  perceive  how  the  gentleman  conid  get 
out  of  the  difficulty.  The  gentleman  thought,  perhaps^ 
he  was  playing  a  safe  game,  by  objecting  lo  Hr.  N'a 
testimony,  yet  he  was  willing  toavail  himself  of  the  vetf 
same  kind  of  testimonv  to  that  he  objected  to  on  Hr.  N^ 
parti  if  he  conld  sustam  himself  by  testimony,  he  would 
do  SOI  if  not,  then  Ihe  gentleman  would  set  tlie  wtiol* 

Ur.  N.  made  acme  further  remarks,  principally  in  repl^ 
to  Ihe  speech  of  the  sitting  metober. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Hr.  CAHBRBLEKO, 

Mr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  then  modified  hi*  meliofi 
by  inserting  Thurtdsr,  the  Sith  of  March,  Instead  of 
Wednesday,  the  33di  so  m  to  make  the  sohject  the  spe- 
cial order  for  that  dayi  which  was  agreed  to  t^  the  Hoaao. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  aa  amend- 
ed, 

Mr.  BENCHER  add  he  still  wished  to  take  the  senM 
of  tho  House  upon  the  application  of  the  sittir^  mombn' 
fer  further  time  to  lake  testimony.  If,  however,  thil' 
Bouse  should  reject  thst  application,  he  wae  indifferent 
on  what  day  the  eonuderalion  of  theaubjeet  waebro«qAt 
up.  He  said  he  aaw  Ihat  if  the  amendment  should  b# 
Adopted  by  the  House,  it  would  dien  be  out  of  order  to 
move  sn  a-nendroent  to  Ihe  effect  be  had  indicated,  or, 
perhspa,  any  other. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  when  the  subject  should  cone 
np  on  Thursday  next,  it  would  then  be  Id  order  for  Ihd 
gentleman  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  RENCHERcxpresseda  wishtonMretopeatpont 
the  further  consideration  of  Ihe  sobjeet  till  the  third 
Wednesday  in  April. 

Mr.  McKAY  hoped  (he  House  would  decide  today  on 
the  ippticalion  of  the  silting  member  for  further  time. 
A  month  had  already  been  wasted  in  the  discussion  of 
this  preliminary  question,  and  as  yet  they  hsd  not  pro- 
gressed ■  single  step.  Suppose  the  motion  of  paslpone- 
meni,  in  ila  amended  form,  were  adopted,  and  the  BUb> 
Jecl  made  the  apecial  order  for  Thursday  next,  they  would 
(hen  be  where  Ihey  were,  since  he  understood  from 
his  colleague  Ihat  be  ilill  intended  lo  submit  the  very 
motion  now  pending,  for  further  time.  Hr.  HcK.  did 
hope  that,  inamtuch  as  the  rules  bad  been  suspended 
that  mwning  for  the  purpose  of  procseding  in  the  oon- 
sideradon  of  (his  ease,  at  least  tlus  preliminary  question 
would  be  disposed  of. 

Hr.  HANN  had  no  objection  to  withdraw  his  mofion 
for  Ihe  present,  if  he  could  do  so,  so  as  to  enable  thi 
House  to  r<'Bch  the  other  queation. 

The  CHAIR,  having  stated  the  questioB,  «td  that  couU 
only  be  done  by  a  reeonuderstion  of  the  vote  by  whioh 
the  House  had  adopted  the  amendment  of  the  genllemait 
from  New  York. 

Hr.  UNnEHWOOD  (hen  made  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  BVNUH  wished  (o  know  the  object  of  the  recon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BENCHER  esphiined  Ihat  it  was  to  obtain  th« 
.  .<te  of  the  House  upon  the  appllealion  of  the  sitting 
member  for  further  lime  to  take  testimony.  He  alstl 
wished  to  obtain  that  vote  at  Ibis  tioM,  so  that  the  pre- 
liminary quettion  should  not  be  in  the  way  of  the  Houm 
when  it  came  to  act  on  the  main  question. 

Mr.  HcKAY  again  expreased  a  hope  that  the  House 
would  act  on  that  question  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  GILLET  thoDghi,  if  Ihe  motion  to  reeonrider 
prevailed,  they  would  stand  precisely  in  (he  same  litaa- 
[ion  they  had  been  for  the  last  month,  and  it  was  not  In 
(be  power  of  man  to  tell  when  (hey  would  proceed  whh 
it.  There  were  several  Other  proposition*  subsequent 
CO  the  one  ahvady  deeided,   before  the  Bouse,  upon 
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which  deciuoiw  would  be  likcvue  ctWtd  Tori  and,  u 
he  wai  opposed  to  waiting  iny  more  time  in  thcM  pre- 
limlnsry  queitlona,  he  mored  to  Uy  the  motion  to  recon- 
idder  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BYNUH  Inquired  of  the  Chtir  what  wautd  be 
the  effect  or  IhRt  motion,  if  it  prevaited? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  motion  to  lay  a  motion 
to  reconiiiler  on  the  table  would  cohere  to  the  main 
proposition,  and,  if  agreed  to  by  the  Houae,  would  carry 
the  maip  subject  with  it,  and  lay  (he  whole  on  the  tibl«i 
wbereupon, 

Hr.  GILLET  withdrew  the  motion. 

Hr.  BYNUH  remarked  tbit  it  appeared  to  him  there 
was  sometbing  more  than  met  the  eye  in  this  motion  to 
reconiider.  His  colleanie  now  wanted  to  move  for  fur- 
ther lime  to  be  allowed  the  sitting  member,  and  not  lo 
reeommiti  which  seemed  to  Mr.  B.  to  b« an  entire  change 
of  the  original  ground. 

Ur.  RENCRER  repeated  his  previoua  tialcment,  that 
he  desired  a  decision  of  the  House  upon  the  application 
of  the  sitting  member  for  further  time.  If  thut  applj. 
cation  should  prevail,  the  aubjeet  would  be  recommitted, 
ua  matter  or  course.  He  could  assure  his  colleague 
that  he  would  do  .or  say  nothing  there  but  what  was 
dear. 

Mr.  VANDERFOEL  thought  the  obi'ffct  represented 
by  the  gentleman  to  be  very  reaaonable,  and  one  that 
ought  to  be  concurred  in,  otherwise  they  bid  gained 
nothing  at  all,  and  had  been  making  cpeecbei  for  the 
l»*t  month  to  no  purpose  whatever.  He  thought  they 
were  emphatically  eidled  upon  to  dispose  of  that  appli- 
cation at  once,  one  way  or  the  other. 

I'be  motion  was  then  agreed  to  without  a  count,  and 
the  Hauae  reconsidered  its  vote  adopting  the  amend- 
ment of  Hr.  Hub. 

Hr.  RENCHER  then  moved  lo  strike  out  the  2d 
of  Harcb,  a«  in  the  original  motion  of  the  cominlltee, 
and  insert  "  the  third  Thuridsy  in  April  next,  and  that 
the  parties  have  leave,  until  that  time,  to  take  further 
teatimony." 

Hr.  HANN,  of  Hew  York,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
naya  on  this  motion;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  inquired.  If  this  motion  should 
be  rejected,  whether  the  motion  would  still  be  open  to 
ioKrt  Thuriday  neit> 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  would  be  the  neit  question 
in  order,  the  vole  being  taken  on  the  most  distant  time 
first,  which  was  the  present  motion. 

The  question  wai  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  RxBCHSB  waa  rejected:  Yeas  87,  naya  104: 

Yais— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  U.  Allen,  Aabley, 
Bwley,  Banks,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bunch,  J.  Cslhoon, 
IV.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  G.  Cbambers,  'J. 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Uarlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickson,  Dunlsp,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grarei,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  HarUn,  Harper,  Hazeltinr,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  H.  Johnson,  Lawler,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  S. 
Mason,  Maury,  McCarly,  HctCennan,  Hilllgsn,  Harris, 
Fatten,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Reed, 
Bencher,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  A.  H.  Sliepperd, 
Sbielda,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Blorer,  Taliaferro, 
Turner,  Underword,  Vinton,  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
S.  Williaou,  Wise— 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  A>h,  Barton,  Bean,  Brau- 
mont,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cbaney,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles, 
Craig,  Cuihman,  Davit,  Uickerion,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
goole,  Fairfield,  Parlin,  French,  Fry,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  GirUnd,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Gcantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Ilarriion,  A.  G.  Har- 


riaon,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  J.  Jsckson,  J.  Johnson, 
R.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kil- 
gore,  Kinnard,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  C  Le^, 
J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Hsnn,  J. 
Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Haaon,  W.  Hiton,  H.  Hspon,  May, 
McKay,  HcKeon,  HcKim,  HcLene,  Hontgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Huhlenbei^,  Owens,  Parker,  Parks,  Pallerson,  D. 
J.  Pearee,  Phelps,  John  Beynol.ls,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Schenck,  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Speight,  Suth- 
erland, Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks— 104. 

The  queiliontheti  recurring  upon  the  modified  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Mabit,  of  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  2d 
and  insert  the  S4th  of  March, 

Mr.  HANN,  with  a  view,  he  said,  tu  test  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  proceeding  at  once  with  the  subject, 
withdrew  his  motion  for  the  24ili,  and  moved  to  insert 
this  day,  slating  that,  if  any  objection  were  nude,  he 
should  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENCHER  hoped  a  few  days'  fuHher  time,  at 
least,  would  be  allowed. 

Hr,  HANN  thereupon  withdrew  the  latter  motion, 
and  renewed  tbe  former. 

Mr.  BENCHER  desired  also  to  take  the  seose  of  thtt 
House  on  the  propriety  of  recommitting  the  report,  a* 
be  wished  tlie  law  and  qualifications  bl  electors  lo  be  so 
represented  to  the  House  as  to  enable  it  to  act  under- 
alandingly.  It  there  was  any  wsy  by  which  that  object 
could  be  accomplished,  he  desired  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  it. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  the  committee  would  report 
upon  what  they  conceived  the  strict  and  legal  interpre- 
tation of  that  part  of  the  constitution  and  taws  of  North 
Carolina  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  elections,  and  that 
object  could  be  attained  by  hu  colleague,  by  moving  to 
have  the  conltitutioa  and  all  the  acts  of  North  Carolina 
regulating  elections  in  that  State  printed.  Mr.  S.  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  st  one  remark  that  fell  from  his  col* 
league  [Hr.  RiHcmal  tbalday,  in  reference  to  the  qual- 
ification of  voters  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Repre. 
•enlalives  in  Congress  fiom  North  Carolina.  He  under- 
stood bis  colleague  to  say  that  it  required  twelve  months' 
reaidence  in  the  county  before  an  individual  was  entitled 
to  vole.  Surely  a  gentleman  so  distinguished  and  learn- 
ed in  the  law  as  his  colleague  would  not  contend  for 
such  an  interpretation  of  the  ninth  section  oflheir  consti- 
tution as  that.  It  bad  been  correctly  read,  and  very  cor- 
rectly commented  upon,  by  the  petitioner,  and  bis  inter* 
prelalion  was  in  conformity  with  tbe  construction  given 
to  that  chiuae  by  the  most  learned  men  of  their  State. 
Any  man  otherwise  qualified  to  vote,  movinginto  another 
county,  and  swearing  that  that  had  become  his  bona  fide 
place  of  residence,  was  entitled  to  vole.  It  required  no 
particuUr  time  of  residence,  if  a  voter  had  paid  bis  taxes, 
and  his  residence  was  in  the  county. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  remarked  that,  since  ibe  report 
had  been  made,  additional  testimony  had  been  laid  ou 
tile  tables  of  the  House,  and  It  aeemed  to  him  proper 
that  thecommitlee  should  report  thereupon.  Upon  that 
ground  he  ahould  vote  for  tlie  recommittal  of  the  report. 

Hr.  MAURY  moved  to  insert  Thursday  two  weeks, 
and  (hat  in  tbe  mean  time  the  additional  testimony  be 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  lo  re- 
port thereon. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  Ihe  motion  in  that  form  was  not  then 
in  ordcri  but  if  the  House  should  now  refuse  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain,  the  next  question  would  be  the 
motion  to  recommit. 

Hr.  MAURY,  But  if  tbe  House  agree  to  postpone  to 
a  day  certain,  air? 

The  CHAIB.  If  Ihe  House  agree  to  postpane  lo  a  day 
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oeitun,  Uten  on  ttMt  daj  it  would  be  in  wder  to  nuke 
the  motioD  iodiuled  by  the  gentleman.  The  Home 
might  then  proceed  to  act  upon  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  postpone  further,  or  recommit  with  or  wilb- 


Hr.  A.  H.  SHEPFBRD  ihould  not  vole  for  the  re- 
Committil  of  the  report,  for  be  wai  aatiified  that  the  lug- 
lealionorhii  colleague  [Hr.  SrueHT]  would  obviate  the 
nccewit]'  of  doii^  lo;  The  iretion  of  the  constitution 
uid  the  lavra  regulating  clectlona  in  North  Carolina 
were  imbodied  in  a  rer;  tnull  compan,  and  could  be 
convenienll/  printed  in  a  daj  or  ao. 

Ai  to  the  additional  teitimony  tiken  by  the  aitting 
member  aince  the  report  of  the  committee  wm  made, 
all  be  bad  to  aay  wat  thiai  It  had  been  printed  and  laid 
on  their  tablei;  and  when  the  Houae  went  into  the  eon- 
aderation  of  the  whole  aubjeet,  it  would  then  be  compe- 
tent for  Aiy  gentleman  Id  call  for  the  reading  of  that 
teatJroon.Vt  and  it  wa*  not-  ao  voluminoua  but  that  the 
Houae  could  extract  the  proof  from  it  aa  well  as  the  com- 
mittee. It  had  never  been  Hr.  S'a  purpoae  to  throw 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  any  quealtoni  and  be  ihould, 
therelorr,  make  no  motion  tending  to  embarraaa  any  of 
the  pre)  I  mi  nary  queatioaa. 

Mr.  RENCHF.R  waa  tatiafied  at  the  auggeation  of  bia 
colleague,  [Ur.  SriieBT.]  There  waa  only  a  portion  of 
the  eonatiiutioD,  and  one  or  two  aectiona  of  the  law,  that 
it  would  be  necetsary  to  print. 

Ur.  SPBIGHT  auggeated  to  hla  colleague  to  amend 
hia  ototioa  by  directing  the  aame  to  be  printed  under  the 
direction  of  the  coamuttee. 

Mr.  BENCHER  waa  alao,  he  Mid,  about  lo  propoae  a 
laore  diitanl  day,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  conaent  lo  a  modification  for  Tuetday 

Ht.  MANN  replied  thai  tlie  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Waya  and  Ueaiu,  aa  well  aa  other  gentlemen, 
wiabed  to  occupy  Tueaday  in  public  buiineai,  and  Hr. 
M.  therefore  propoaed  Tburaday  and  the  two  lueceed- 
ing  day  a. 

Mr.  GLA9COCK  said  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
motion  to  recommitthrae  proceedinga  to  tho  committee 
waa  all  important,  and  wouhl  aate  the  Houae  a  great 
diiat  of  trouble  and  much  time.  When  the  lubject 
came  up  for  final  action,  the  moat  important  queitlon 
that  would  then  be  presented  would  he  with  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  admitting  or  rejecting  the  additional 
tettlmony  preaentedtothe  Houae  though  the  Chair,  aub- 
sequently  to  the  report  of  the  committee.  Ue  waa  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  aenae  of  the  Hauie  ought  now  to  be 
taken,  with  k  view  toaacerlain  what  diapoaition  ahould  be 
made  of  it.     He  believed  it  inditpenAblj'  neeeaaary  that 


I  and,  for  himself,  be  waa  not  prepared  to  exclude  it. 
If  thai  teatimony  ahould  have  the  effect  of  ohanging  the 
report  of  the  committee,  he  ihould  feel  it  his  duly  not 
lo  tuatain  the  report,  though  be  should  certainly  autlain 
it  if  the  teatimony  warranted  him  in  ao  doing.  Hia 
main  object,  however,  in  wiahing  the  committee  to  re- 
port upon  it  wai,  to  prevent  the  diacuaaion  that  would 
necessarily  arise  In  the  Houae  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
reception  or  rejection  of  the  additional  teatimony.  It 
WM  true  that  it  had  been  printed  and  laid  on  their 
tablea,  but  no  deciaion  bad  been  had,  whether  it  should 
be  received  or  not.  He  hoped,  therefore,  thit  a  mo. 
tian  would  be  auatained  that  the  teatimony  which  bad 
been,  recently  received  should  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Electlong)  and  Ibatlhe  comtniitee  he  in- 
atrucled  to  report  thereon  aaapeedily  asposublc.  Mr. 
C,  in  cODclusiun,  herniated  not  to  lay  that  he  waa  pre- 
pared to  receive  all  the  testimony  now  in  poiseaaion  of 
tiie  HouaCf  if  t«ken  id  conformity  with  the  coaititutioa 


and  lawa  of  North  Carolina)  and  if  that  additional  teati- 
mony would  autboriae  the  sitting  member  to  retain  bia 
•eat,  Ur.  G.  would  so  record  bia  vote.  Ur.  G.  then 
made  tbe  above  motion. 

Mr.  HARDIN  had,  aa  yet,  been  unable  to  lay  hia  band 
upon  tbe  coDslitullun  of  North  Carolina,  or  any  law  of 
that  State  upon  tbe  subject  of  electiona.  Mr.  H.  con- 
curred entirely  in  the  remarka  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Ur.  Ouacocx,]  andhe  should  take  the  whole 
teslimony  into  consideration,  as  well  that  wbicb  had  been 
before  tbe  committee  a*  that  which  had  aubaequently 
been  presented  and  Uid  on  tbe  tiblea  of  tbe  House. 
With  that  understanding,  he  did  not  know  of  any  parlie- 
tiUr  neceasity  to  call  upon  the  Committee  of  Elections  lo 
report  upon  it. 

Ur.  GLASCOCK  then  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Mi.sr,  to  inaert  the  24th 
Instead  of  the  3d  of  March,  waa  agreed  to  without  a 

Tbe  question  recurring  on  agreeing  lo  tbe  motion  of 
the  Committee  of  Eleclioni  as  amended, 

Hr.  MANN,  at  tbe  auggestion  of  Mr.  RENCHBB, 
withdrew  his  motion  to  make  the  subject  also  tbe  ape- 
cial  orderfor  tbe  two  succeeding  days,  to  Thursday,  the 
24th. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to  without 

The  CHAIR  aaid,  to  avoid  a  queation  of  order,  be 
would  underatand  it  to  be  tbe  pleasure  of  two  Ibirda  of 
the  House,  when  Thursday  arrived,  unleaa  otberwiae  de- 
termined by  the  House,  that  tbia  aubjeet  would  take  pre- 
cedence of  the  spedal  order  (tbe  appropriation  bills)  on 
that  day. 

Mr.  WISE  then  said,  I  call  for  a  division  of  the  House 
on  that  question. 

Tbe  vote  wu  then  taken  by  tellcra,  and  the  result 
was,  ayea  134,  noea  49,  being  two  thirds  in  the  alHrma- 
tivei  and  so  the  subject  wu  pastponeil,  and  made  the 
special  order  Ibr  Thursday  next,  the  S4th  of  March. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  on  Hr.  SriioET's  mo- 
tion, that  that  portion  of  the  constitution  and  lawi  of 
North  Carolina  relating  to  the  elections  of  that  Slate  be 
printed  fur  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HASDIN  suggested  a  modification,  lo  the  follow- 
ing effect  1  "at  much  aa  may  he  pointed  out  by  the  sitting 
member  and  the  peiitloneri"  which  Hr.  GruoHT  accept- 


The  House  adjourned. 

UoBDii,  MaacH  31. 
TRADES  UNION— HOURS  OF  LABOR, 
The  memorial  presented  on  Monday  latt,  by  Hr. 
HowASD,  from  the  Tradea  Union  of  Baltimore,  asking 
Congreaa  to  regulate  the  boura  o^Iabor  of  the  operatives 
on  the  public  worka,  ao  as  to  confine  tbe  time  of  sucb 
labor  to  ten  hours  in  each  day,  was  taken  up. 

There  were  three  motions  pending:  the  first  to  refer 
the  memorial  to  a  aelect  committee,  the  second  to  refer 
it  lo  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  the  third, 
that  it  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  first  queation  in  order  was  to  refer  the  memorial 
lo  the  Commlllee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Hr.  HOWARD  hsd  nut  supposed  that  the  memorial 
would  give  rise  to  any  debate,  and  less  did  be  suppose 
that  discussion  could  have  arisen  on  the  mere  question 
reference.  It  was  a  prajer  f^om  about  three 
~    les  of  the  community,  and 


tbouMnd  of  tbe  laboting  classes  ol 
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Hr.  H.  detailed  the  lubaUnce  of  Ihs  oonlents  of  th« 
memoriil,  iiid  the  reuoni  taigned  by  the  raemoriiliit* 
for  the  Ic^iiiiliDn  of  Congrets  on  Ihe  aubject.  Mr.  H, 
thought  the  Committee  on  Ro>d«  ind  Cinats  mi  not 
the  proper  reference,  for  they  h>d  but  »  coapirtilreljr 
■aiiU  br*nch  nf  the  pubUc  work*  under  their  charge. 
For  ■  limilar  reuon  he  wM  oppoaed  (o  referring  it  to  the 
Commltlee  on  the  Judiclaryi  and  Ifany  reference  iria 
Bccemry,  he  thought  >  Miect  commiitee  ahould  be  n'li- 
ed  on  the  aubject.  The  memorial  wh  •  reMuntble  one, 
and  might  be  aoled  on  by  the  Houae  itaelf. 

Mr.  PARSER  thought  the  subject  itaelf  one  in  vhlch 
Congren  bad  neither  the  right  nor  lite  pover  to  Inter- 
fere. It  ahoald  be  left  to  the  regulationi  of  the  partita 
them»eUe» — the  workman  and  hla  employer. 

Mr.  WARDWBLL  «aa  inclined  to  believe  thia  ques- 
tion wai  not  one  ofiuch  amall  imporUnoe  aa  the  gentle- 
nan  ftom  New  Jeraey  seemed  to  suppose.  Certainly 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Cinali  wai  not,  in  Hr. 
W)  opinron,  the  proper  reference,  nor  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  for  it  waa  not  a  queilion  ofUw,  but  of 
expediency.  He  vaa  in  favor  of  haringa  aptelal  com- 
milte*  raised  on  the  aubject.  Every  other  subject  sent 
there  vaa  certain  of  a  rclerence,  but  the>e  men  who 
labored  with  their  handi,  and  tolled  for  llieir  bread  by 
the  sweat  of  their  brow,  who  were  the  bone  and  ainew 
of  their  country,  were  lobe  denied  hsTing  even  their 
memorial  referred  Id  a  committee.  He  eipreaaed  his 
turprise  at  the  remark  of  the  genllemtn,  that  this  wm 
k  small  matter. 

Mr.  PAttKBR  exphined.  He  did  not  ny  it  wai  ft 
■mall  matter.  At  first  he  did  not  know  the  (ubject  of 
the  memorial,  until  he  aaked  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
bnd,  [Mr.  HowuD.] 

Hr.  WARUWELL  underaiood  the  gentleman  to  say 
wmcthlng  to  that  effect.  It  wat  noloriotia  that  there 
were  many  abuses  which  (hete  men  lufTered,  and  which 
ought  to  be  inquired  into.  It  waa  notorioua  that  the 
men  employed  for  the  Ooremment  worked  not  only 
from  sunrise  to  niniet  every  week  day,  but  often  on 
Sundays  too.  Hr.  W.  said  he  should  vote  sgalnat  every 
other  propoiition  Chan  that  to  refer  the  memorial  to  a 
•elect  committer. 

Hr.  PARKER  wu  misunderstood  in  saying  that  he 
was  oppDaed  to  the  object  of  the  memorial,  aa  it  bad 
bsen  explained.  All  the  petitioners  aaked  was,  that 
they  should  not  be  compelled  to  work  on  the  public 
«orks  more  than  ten  hours  a  day.  Now,  Mr.  P.  wm  not 
kwsre  that  there  was  any  law  to  compel  them  tu  work 
longer,  nw  ought  there  to  be.  Ha  was  not  opposed  to 
the  interest  of  the  working  man,  but  he  was  alwaya 
prepared  to  maintain  it.  He  hid  no  objection  to  Ihii 
memoriat,  but  he  questioned  the  power  of  Congress  to 
interfere  with  the  subject  at  all,  and  he  thought  It  much 
wiser  to  leave  it  to  the  parties  IhemKlvesfor  regulation. 

Hr.  BBARDSLEY  moved  that  the  further  consldera- 
of  the  memorial  be  postponed  until  Monday  next.  He 
explained  (hat  he  made  thia  motion  on  account  of  the  in- 
disposition of  one  of  his  colleagues,  [Hr.  MooBS,]  who 
was  confined  to  his  Mom,  and  who  wished  to  address 
the  House  on  Ibe  subject.  The  motion,  alao,  was  In  ac- 
cordince  with  the  wish  of  the  gentleman  who  presented 
the  memorial. 

Hr.HAUER  announced  his  intention  of  moving  to  lay 
the  memorial  on  the  table.  He  meant  no  reflection  on 
any  gentleman;  when  he  said  that  there  were  some  poli- 
ticians in  this  country  who  seemed  to  think  tliat  every 
thing  ought  to  be  regulated  by  taw.  Now,  he  was  against 
that  doctrine.  Every  man  ihould  be  left  trer,  being 
prevented  from  encroacliing  on  the  rights  of  his  fellow- 
man,  and  ought  to  be  left  frae  to  manage  his  own  afTaira 
in  bis  own  way,  with  thia  reatriction. 

Mr.  ADAH9  rose  to  a  question  of  order.     Tlie  gen- 


ren  notice  that  he  intended  to  move  to  hf 
an  the  (able,  which  motion  waa  not  de. 
bateablei  and,  from  the  gentleman's  eiordium,  Hr.  A. 
apprehended  a  long  speech  from  him.  Now,  Hr.  A. 
inquired  if  it  was  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  make  ■ 
speech,  after  the  Intimation  of  fals  intention  to  make  s> 
motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table  > 

The  CHAIR  repHed  that  the  motion  (o  lay  on  fte  ta- 
ble was  not  debateablei  but  that  motion  had  not  been 

Hr.  HAHER  had  nolntentianofmaktJ^ft long  speech. 

Hr.  BEARDStUY  vould  inquire,  then,  if  the  remark* 
of  (he  gentleman  were  pertinent  to  the  question  tmder 
consideration,  which  was  merely  lo  poatporte' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  (lie  motion  to  postpone  wst 
debateable,  (hough  within  very  narrow  limits. 

Mr.  HAMER  said  he  should  have  been  through  by  thai 
time,  if  he  bad  not  been  interrupted.  He  was  against  the 
whole  propoal lion,  and,  consequently,  he  was  opposed  to 
ita  postponement.  He  did  not  believe  it  wss  a  subjeel 
that  ought  to  be  entertained  by  Congress,  and  he 
Ihougfal  (hey  sbenid  dispose  of  it  at  once.  Why,  said 
Mr.  H.,  wemight  just  as  well  prescribe  by  law  what  sort  of 
clothes  a  man  should  wear,  or  stwbsttime  he  should  est 
hla  dinner!  A  man  who  ii  free  should  be  left  to  make  , 
his  own  contract.  He  thereltire  moved  to  lay  tbe  me- 
morial on  tbe  tsblej  which  motion  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House:  AyeslOS,  noes  not  counted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  then  took  up,  as  the  next  subject  in  ordcTi 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Leppslature  of  (be 
Stale  of  Kentucky,  in  bvor  of  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  arising  from  Ihe  sale  of  the  public  lands  mnonff 
Ihe  several  Slates,  presented  last  Honday. 

The  question  being  on  ths  reaohitlon  offered  by  Hr. 
WiLLiuis,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  reference  of  the  lub- 


Ing  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  among  the  ler- 

enl  States,  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement 
and  educition, 

Hr.  ALLAN  took  the  floor,  and  saidT 

Hr.  Speaker:  I  rise  to  discharge  Ibe  duty  requested 
of  me  by  the  Legislature  of  tbe  atsle  which  1  hive  the 
honor  in  psrt  to  represent.  This  duty,  I  am  happy 
to  know,  Is  consistent  with  the  opinions  of  ray  immediate 

I  sm  pleased  that  this  great  subject  Is  brought  before 
this  House  by  one  of  the  Stales  of  this  Union— a  subject 
of  higher  Import*!^  than  any  which  waa  ever  submitted 
to  the  deliberation  of  Congress  under  the  present  con- 
■titudon,  and  in  the  decision  of  which,  as  1  solemnly  be- 
lieve, is  involved  Ihe  lale  of  our  free  institotians.  It  is 
fit  that  such  a  subject  should  be  brotigbi  here  by  a 
member  of  the  confederacy.  The  State  comes  not  to 
solicit  a  favor,  but  to  demand  a  right.  I  rejoice  that  the 
attention  of  Congress  has  been  thus  brought  directly  to 
the  question,  what  thill  be  done  with  the  Ihir'y  millions 
of  dollars  now  in  the  Treasury  over  and  above  (he  wants 
of  tbe  Government,  and  the  millions  of  surplus  destined 
hereafter  to  come  into  the  Treasury'  Shall  these  nst 
sums  be  loaned  out  to  favorites,  or  shall  they  all  be  ex- 
hiuited  in  a  still  further  increase  of  tbe  expenses,  power, 
and  patronage',  of  the  General  Government^  Or  shall 
they  be  divided  among  (he  Sutes? 

These  are  the  grand  questions  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  decide.  This  is  the  great  business  of  the  ses- 
sion. Tel  nearly  four  months  have  passed  away,  and 
we  have  not  even  approached  II.  The  principal  occu- 
pation of  these  four  months,  in  mr  judgment,  hai  been 
worse  than  useless)  which  is  the  reason  why  I  bave  not 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  participate  in  the  debates.     1 
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repot  Ibit  I  rejoioe  Uwt  tb*  Houm  i*  tX  kit  hroucM  to 
tbe  eaiMiderfttion  of  ttie  lubjeet  of  tho  Mirpln*  revenue 
->«Mibject  which  fau  been  kt  the  bottom  of  all  tbepoliti- 
.  eel  movetnenti  which  we  tmt  vitneMed  for  more  then  a 
fmr.  The  ezoellent  hrw  of  181?)  vhich  wm  enutcd 
hf  the  win  and  prorldent  council*  of  that  time.  Tor  the 
pavmeot  of  the  nitional  debt,  having  acconpliibed  iti 
object,  we  find  our  Treuarjr  oreraowlng.  It  now  de- 
volves an  the  present  Con|;res>  to  decide  how  (hi*  treas- 
ure can  be  moat  beneficially  uted  for  our  coimtry.  The 
diipoiition  oftbe  public  revenue  he retofbre  tiad  relation 
ohiefly  to  the  annual  eipenaea  of  the  Qcvernnient  and 
Ihe  execution  of  plana  of  policy^  which  had  been 
•dopted.  But,  in  the  prcaenl  condition  of  Ihe  Treaaury, 
the  mbjeet  itandi  connected  with  a  new  syalem  of  pol- 
icy, destiMd  to  eierciM  a  deciaive  influence  upon  Ihe  se- 
curity of  Dur  institutions  and  the  liberty  of  Ihe  people. 

Sir,  we  are  thrown  here  afa  moit  important  point  of 
histot7.  Our  country  is  in  a  situation  hitherto  un- 
known.  It  is  our  duly  to  meet  the  occasion  promptly. 
ThB  weighty  contest  now  depending  befbre  Congrest 
and  befbre  the  nation  ia,  whether  the  thirty  millioM  of 
dollar*,  which  is  the  produce  of  the  honest  tabor  of  our 
oonstituenta,  shall  be  returned  to  their  pockets,  or  devo-~ 
ted  to  Ihe  schemes  of  oScist  ambition  upon  ttir  eve  of 
a  presidential  election.  In  this  aspect  of  the  question, 
it  bears  direclly  upon  all  the  great  interests  of  (he  nation 
and  upon  the  interest  and  liberty  of  every  man  in  the 
mlion.  It  isaquestion  between  the  tax-payer*  and  the  lax- 
receiver! — between  power  and  liberty.  It  is  a  question 
that  will  juslify  debate  in  its  broadest  amplitude  of  free- 
dom. Sir,  it  IS  our  duty  to  call  off  from  the  profllles* 
skirmishing  on  the  outposts,  in  which  sa  much  of  the 
session  has  been  consumed,  and  come  at  once  up  to  the 
mtin  battle. 

Would  you,  Mr.  Ipeaker,  be  willing  lo  adjourn  with- 
oat  sotlotif  Would  you  be  willing  to  face  the  hrmers 
of  Tennessee,  and  tell  them  that  you  had  led  thirty 
ndllions  of  the  public  money  loaned  out,  without  inter- 
est, to  persons  thst  yaa  d'd  not  know,  aitd  for  what 
purposes  you  could  not  lellF 

I  impesch  Ihe  motive*  of  no  oneg  but  inaction  accom- 
plishes the  purpoaea  of  those  who  deM re  to  let  the  money 
remain  in  its  present  poNtion  heller  than  sclion.  To  do 
nothing  gains  Ihe  prise,  or  rather  retaina  the  priM  which 
tbey  already  hive  fast  in  their  hands. 

It  is  certain  thii,  in  the  diipoeition  of  Ihe  surplus  reve- 
nue, one  of  three  plans  will  be  adopted:  1st.  It  will 
either  be  safFered  lo  remain  where  it  now  iSj  or,  3d. 
The  expenses  of  Ihe  Government  will  be  increased 
enough  to  exhaust  it|  or,  3d.  So  much  of  it  as  has  arisen 
from  the  sales  of  tbe  public  lands  will  be  divided  among 
the  Slalja. 

I  propose,  before  I  lake  my  seat,  lo  devote  some  at- 
tention to  the  consideration  of  each  of  these  plana.  But 
there  is  an  indispensable  preliminary  inquliyeasential  to 
a  clcir  understanding  of  all  the  bearings  of  this  impor- 
tant subject  As  it  is  proposed  to  invest  this  Oovern- 
ment,  this  central  agency,  with  the  use  of  this  vast  turn 
of  money,  Ihe  duty  is  imposed  on  us  of  inquiring  how 
and  for  what  purposes  the  power  already  possessed  has 
been  used,  before  we  double  this  power  by  placing 
thirty  millions  more  in  its  reach.  As  it  is  known  that 
power  ia  ever  on  the  dert  to  enlarge  its  authority,  it  ia 
the  firal  duty  of  Ihe  representatives  of  a  free  people  to 
witch  its  encroachments  upon  the  public  liberty  with  a 
lleppless  vigilance. 

It  is  a  very  proper  occaiion  to  pause  before  we  make 
this  new  and  Important  step  to  the  future,  and  take  an 
impartial  retrospect  of  the  past.  We  are  just  entering 
upon  Ihe  eighth  year  of  the  present  administration,  and 
we  have  before  ua  the  estimates  and  recomraendationa 
(br  the  reridue  of  the  term;  ao  that  we  now  have  a  full 


•cler  of  federal  power,  attd  its  tendencies  and  how  &p 
it  would  be  prudent  to  enlarge  its  bonndaiie))  bj  plaeinw  ~ 
under  its  control  the  nirphii  treMure  of  the  peoplei  and 
Ibis  retrnspeet  is  {nvolved  in  much  difflonltyi  there  Isim 
subject  about  which  there  is  more  controversy  than- 
"  what  are  the  principles  of  Ihe  present  adntinitlrationF" 
To  this  question  you  receive  a  different  answer  froiti 
almoet  ever;  man  to  whcm  it  1*  propounded.  As  tbd 
helnumen  of  the  veiMl  of  atate,  let  us  turn  to  our  log- 
book, and  ascertain,  if  we  can,  what  eonrsea  we  hara 
tmen  steering.  Let  us  asccrlktn  oar  hitilude  and  longi- 
tude, and  find  whereabouts  we  are  in  the  broad  political 


view  of  the  p^nts  to  which  this  administration  proposed 
lo  steer,  before  and  at  Ihe  commencement  of  its  voyage. 
The  first  I  shall  ofTer  is  the  celebrated  letter  of  General 
Jackson  to  President  Monroe,  which  conlMUS,  in  part, 
the  principlea  upon  which  this  adminiirtratlon  came  into 
powert  an  extract  fh)m  which  the  Clerk  read,  as  fbl- 

"  Pardon  tne,  my  dear  air,  for  the  following  remark*  con- 
cerning the  next  pmidenlial  term:  they  are  made  Willi 
the  sincerity  and  freedom  uf  a  friend.  I  cannot  doubt 
they  will  be  received  with  feelings  similar  to  those  which 
have  impelled  mc  lo  make  them.  Every  thing  dependl 
on  the  selection  of  your  ministry.  In  every  selection, 
party  and  party  feelings  should  be  avoided.  Now  il  the 
time  to  exterminate  that  monster  called  parly  spirit.  By 
selecting  characters  most  conspicuous  for  their  probity, 
virtue,  capacity,  and  firmness,   without  any  regard  lo 

fisriy,  you  Will  go  fir  lo,  if  not  entirely,  eradicate  those 
relings  which,  on  former  occaaions,  threw  ao  many  ob- 
staclea  in  Ihe  way  of  GovernraenI,  and,  perhaps,  have 
the  pleasure  and  honor  of  uniting  a  people  heretofore 
politically  divided.  The  Chief  HsRlatrate  of  a  great  and 
powerful  nation  should  never  induTge  in  party  feellngs- 
Hia  conduct  should  be  liberal  and  disinterested,  always 
bearing  in  mind  that  he  acts  for  the  whole,  and  not  a 
part  of  tbe  community.  By  this  course  you  wilt  exalt 
Ihe  nationil  cliiricter,  and  acqalro  for  yourself  a  name 
as  imperishable  as  monumental  marble.  Connitt  no  party, 
in  your  choice)  pursue  the  dictates  of  that  unerring 
judgment  which  has  so  long  and  lo  often  benefited  our 
country,  snd  rendered  conspicuous  its  rulers.  These 
are  the  sentiments  ofa  frlendi  tbey  are  the  feeling*,  Ifl 
know  my  own  heart,  of  *n  undiswmbled  patriot. 

"  Accept  assurances  of  my  sincere  friendship,  snd  be- 
lieve me  lo  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
■'  ANDREW  JACKSON. 
".Hod.  Jitnt  Uaaaoi." 

We  hive  In  the  paper  which  ha*  just  been  read  the 
important  principles  which  the  faith  oftbe  party  now  In 
power  was  pledged  to  pursue- 
In  the  appointment  of  public  officers  have  "oharae^ 
ters  been  selected  most  conspicuous  for  their  probity, 
virtue,  capacily,  and  firmness,  without  any  regard  to 
party?"  On  the  contrary,  can  a  single  Instance  be  found 
where  an;  one  received  an  office  who  did  not  belong  to 
"  the  piMy?"  Have  we  not  seen,  throughout  the  land, 
officer*  who  were  "  conspicuous  for  their  probity,  vir. 
tue,  capacity,  and  firmness,"  hurled  from  their 'stations 
without  a  charge  of  misconduct,  without  a  hearing  or  - 


lI,  because  they  dared  to  think  and  apeak  according 
to  Ihe  diet  lies  of  their  eonaciences,  and  be  """ 

did  not  belong  lo  "the  parly!" 


1  because  they 


Has  this  administration  wielded  ila  power  to  owdl  the 
monster  called  party  spirit?  On  Ihe  contrary,  haa  not 
this  fell  monster  been  nurtured  and  fed  ontil  it  haa  be- 
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come  ft  bbkted  juRgcraiut,  wbote  vnricioui  appetite 
bu  not  b«en  ntiified  wilh  &  thou«Mid  victinu  or  the 
oppotite  pftiiy,  but  hw,  oithout  pity  or  Temorae,  cruahed 
'  beneath  i(*  ponderoui  wheels  itmoat  >U  iti  oripnal  irota- 
riet?  Muit  not  *U  wonhip  at  the  ibrine  of  thii  idol, 
under  piln  oi  Ihdr  prowriplion  and  unrelenting'  perae- 
oulionf  Hfti  not  the  irreveriible  decree  gone  forth,  thit 
«U  true  believtrs,  m  >  pauport  to  office,  mutt  repeat 
Ihe  conresuon  or  faith  that  there  ii  but  one  Ood,  and 
Hahontet  it  hi*  prophet?  We  must  seek  elsewhere  for 
the  prlnciplei  of  this  adrainiatrationi  they  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Hon  roe  letter. 

Let  UE  turn  over  another  Iraf  of  our  book  of  reckoning;. 
h  is  a  leller  from  General  Jickion  to  the  Legiilalure  of 
Tenneiiee,  upon  the  occaiion  of  hia  being'  nominated  ai 
ft  candidate  for  itie  pre^encyt  an  extract  from  which 
r«ada  ai  rollow): 

"  Upon  this  principle  I  venture  full;  lo  accord  wilh 
you  in  the  conlemplaled  change  propoaed  to  the  con- 
(titution,  and,  indeed,  would  go  further,  with  a  view  to 
luatain  more  effcclually,  in  practice,  the  axiom  which 
divide!  Ihe  three  great  claasei  of  power  intoindependent 


u  of  judicial  officei  and  theae  I  would  except,  for  the 
reaaon  that  vacancies  in  (hia  department  are  not  frequent 
occurrence!,  and  because  no  barrier  should  be  inter- 
posed in  selecting  to  Ihe  bench  men  of  the  Grst  talents 
and  integrity.  Their  trusts  and  duties  being;  of  (he  most 
reaponaibte  kind,  (he  widest  possible  range  should  be 
permitted,  that  judicious  and  safe  aelectiona  might  be 
made.     The  politician  may  err,  yet  his  error  may  be 

Cresently  retrieved,  and  no  conaiderable  injury  result) 
ut  with  judgea,  particularly  in  Ihe  last  resort,  error  is 
fatal,  because  without  a  remedy. 

"The  eFect  of  iijch  a  constitutional  provision  is  ofavi- 
out.  By  it  Congresa,  in  a  considerable  degree,  would 
be  free  from  that  connexion  with  (he  executive  drpirt- 
ment  which  at  present  givea  strong  ground  for  appre- 
henaion  and  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  people.*  Hem- 
ben,  instead  of  being  liable  to  be  withdrawn  from  legla- 
laling  on  the  great  interests  of  the  nation  through  pros- 
pects of  executive  patronage,  would  be  more  liberally 
confided  in  b;  their  constituents,  while  their  vigilance 
would  be  less  interrupted  by  party  feelings  and  party 
excitements.  Calculiliona  from  intrigue  and  msoage- 
ment  would  fail,  nor  would  their  deliberations  or  their 
investigations  of  aubjecta  conaume  so  much  time.  The 
moralt  of  the  country  would  be  improved,  and  virtue, 
uniting  with  the  labors  of  ihe  representatives,  and  with 
the  official  ministers  of  the  law,  would  tend  to  perpetuate 
(he  honor  and  glory  of  the  Oovernment. 

"  But  if  this  change  in  the  constitution  ahould  not  be 
obtained,  and  important  appointments  continue  to  de- 
volve on  the  repreaentativcs  in  Congress,  it  requires  no 
depth  of  thought  to  be  convinced  that  corruption  wilt 
became  the  order  of  the  day,  and  that,  under  the  garb 
of  conaciemioua  sacriiiceB  to  establiah  precedents  for  the 
public  good,  evils  of  aerious  importance  to  the  freedom 
•nd  prosperity  of  the  republic  may  arise,  tt  is  through 
this  channel  that  Ihe  people  may  expect  to  be  attacked 
in  their  constitutional  aovereignty,  and  where  tyranny 
may  well  be  apprehended  to  spring  Dp  in  some  favorable 
emergency.  Against  such  inroada  evcty  guard  ought  to 
be  interposed,  and  none  belter  occur*  than  (liat  of  clming 
the  suspected  avenue  with  some  necessary  conslilutionil 
restriction.  We  know  human  nature  to  be  prone  to  evili 
we  are  early  taught  to  pray  that  we  may  not  be  led  into 
lemptalioni  and  hence  the  opinion  that,  by  constitutional 
provisian,  all  avenues  lo  temptation  on  the  part  of  our 
politici]  semtBti should  be  closed." 


Here  Ihe  nation  is  infbrmed  (hat  the  power  of  the 
Prendent  to  appoint  membera  of  Congress  (o  ofGce  it 
the  channel  through  which  tyranny  will  approach, 
through  which  corruption  will  creep,  by  which  the 
representatives  of  the  people  will  be  seduced  to  aban- 
don Ihe  posts  assigned  them  by  their  constituenti^  by 
which  (he  legislative  power  will  be  brought  In  baie  sub- 
mission  lo  executive  dictation,  by  which  corruption  will 
be  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  annunciation  of  Iheso  great  and  important  truths 
by  General  Jackson,  while  he  was  electioneering  for  the 
presidency,  made  a  powerful  impreasion  on  Ihe  public 
mindi  and  he  waa  elected  lo  make  an  alteration  in  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  and  a  change  in  the  consti- 
tution, by  which  the  people  would  be  shielded  from  Ihe 
danger  of  baring  the  fountain  of  the  leglilative  power 
poisoned  with  corruption. 

[  will  here  call  the  attention  of  (he  House  to  another 
document,  at  a  practical  commentary  upon  the  foregoing 
professions.  It  is  an  official  report  of  the  Register  oi  the 
Treasury  of  the  amount  of  money  which  haa  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  by  members  of  Congress  who  have 
received  their  appointmenta  from  the  present  Ciiief  Ma- 
gistrate, which  reada  in  the  following  words  and  figures: 
Slafemeni  of  the  amoonti  paid  from  Iht  Trtaiury  of  the 

United  Statu  (otKtfoUoiDingoffitera  of  Gtmemmenltinee 

ihe  year  1S39. 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of 

State,  -  -  -  #13,437  64 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Minister  to 

Great  Britain: 

Oul6t,  -  ■       9,000  00 

Salary,  -  -       5,967  13 

Return  bome,  -       3,S50  00 

Contingencies,  ■       1,191  89 

Samuel  D.  Ingham,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

John    H,   Balon,  Secretary  of 

War.               -            -  -     15,183  33 

John   H.   Balon,  Governor  of 

Florida,          -            -  -      3,750  00 


-93),S46  66 
14,^68  50 


John  Branch,  Secretary  of  (he  Navy, 
John  M.  Berrien,  Attorney  General, 
Thomas  P.  Moore,  Minister  (o  Colombia: 

Outfit,  -  -       9,000  OO 

Salary,  -  -     36.870  59 

Return,  -  -       3,250  00 

Contingent  and  loss  on 

exchange,    -  -       3,526,31 


18,933  33 
13,575  63 
8,479  10 


51,646  80 

Louis  HcLane,  Minister  to  Great  Britain: 

Ou(fit,             -            -       9,000  00 

Return,             -             -        2,250  00 

Contingent.     -            -       3,800  i9 

Louia  McLane,  Secretary  of  the 

Louia    HcLane,    Secretary   of 

50,381  57 

William  C.  Hivea,  Minister  to  Francer 

Outfit,             -            -       9.000  00 

John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  SUte,     . 

9,000  00 

Selah  R.  Hobbie,  Asaisiant  Postmaster  Gen- 

eral,            

15,625  00 
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John  Kindolph,  Miniiter  to  Runiai 

Outfit,  -     99,000  00 

Stkkry,  -  ■       9,9j9  71 

Ratum,  -  '       2,350  00 

CDnlingcnt  and  Ion  on 

excliKngp,    -  -  340  00 


—#31,449  71 


Philip  P.  8«rt»our,  Jntlgpe  Etitern  Di*triet 

Viriini*. 9,415  76 

ntomu  Irwin,  Juil^  WeMern  Diatrict  Penn- 

■rlnnia, 8,485  00 

Levi   Woodbury,  Secrettiy   of 

the  Ntv;,       •  •  ■     18,643  85 

L«il  Wuodbury,   aecretiry   of 

the  Trtmiry,  9,000  00 

37,642  8S 

Edmrd    LiriDf^ton,    Seeretiry 

-' 12,096,77 


Edward  Li*intr«ton,  Hinirier  to 

Pmnee: 

Outfit, 

9,000  00 

S.I.T, 

30,600  99 

Rrturn, 

2,350  0) 

exchanfff,    - 

2.850  62 

Jainca  Buchanin,  Minbler  to  Ruuia: 

Outfit,  .  .       9,000  00 

Salary,  ■  .     13,945  S3 

Return,  •  ■       2,250  00 

Contingent  and  louon 
exching;;,    -  .       2,848  47 


William  Wilkint,  Uioisler  lo  Ruu 
Outfit, 
Adianced  by  bankera. 


Edward   Kannigb,    Charge    d'AfTaiTca    to 
Portugal : 

Advanced  by  bankera, 

Powhatan  Etlii^  Judge  for  Dia- 
trict of  yininippi,     -  -       6,939  35 

Powhatan   £1lt^    Chaigd  d'Af- 
faim  to  Hesicc, 


-     13,750  00 


officerai 
Jamea  W.  Ripley,  Colleetor  of 

the  Cuatonu,  Pajasinaquoddy, 

to  Slit  Ueoember,  1834,  - 
John  Chandler,  Collector  of  the 
•    f^uHoina,    Portland,    to    31it 

December,  1834, 
George  W.  Oven,  Collector  of 

the  CiHtomi,  Mobile,  to  31it 

Deocmber,  1634,       ■ 
John   Riddle,   Regiater  of   the 

Land  Office,  Detroit,  lo  31  at 

December,  1834, 


NIchola*  D.  Cokmani  PottniMler,  tliyaritle, 
Kentucky,  aoeount*  not  in  the  R^ttet'a 


TauaoKi  DiPAknair, 

>«  OJice,  ihrdi  10,  1836. 

T.  L.  SlIHH,  Boater, 
yoi.  XU.-183 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  paper  that  the  wme 
memben  of  Congress  hare  received  two,  and,  in  some 
instances,  three,  important  ■ppointmenta.  In  addition  to 
the  list  in  the  above  report,  three  other  membera  of 
Congresa  have  been  sppolnled  to  ofBce:  the  Hon.  J.  H. 
Wavne,  lo  be  a  judge  lif  the  Supreme  Court— the  Hon. 
Andrew  Stevenson,  to  be  minister  to  England — and  the 
Hon.  John  H.  Eaton,  to  be  miniater  to  Spain.  So  that, 
if  the  aggregate  account  waa  nude  out  up  to  ihii  time, 
it  would  appear  that  over  five  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
atiid  dolUrs  of  the  people's  money  had  been  diatributed 
among  membera  of  both  House*  of  Congress^  in  the  form 
of  aalariea  and  ouliita.  It  appears  that  the  hi^eat  hon- 
ora  and  emuluments  of  the  nation  have  been  oonstantljr 
heU  up  to  glitter  in  their  eyea. 

It  ia  thus  tbat  the  pra>er  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  ha* 
been  rememberedi  it  is  tliui  that  the  membera  of  Con- 
gresa have  been  kept  out  of  temptation)  it  b  thua  that 
the  channel  of  tyranny  and  corriipiion  haa  been  cloaedi 
it  iathuathatthepurily  of  legidation  haa  been  preserved. 

In  pursuit  of  the  principles  of  Ihi*  adminlalralion,  let 
ua  paas  to  the  consideration  of  two  other  deeumenta. 

On  the  94ih  afpebruary,  1835,  (ace  the  Senate  jour- 
nal, pagel94,)aa  a  member  of  the  Senate,  General  Jack- 
son voted  for  a  aubacription  of  alock  on  the  part  of  thia 
QoTcmment,  to  aid  in  the  completion  of  the  Diamal 
Swamp  canal,  and  on  the  same  day  he  voted  for  the  paa- 
■Bge  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  of  stock  in  th« 
Delaware  and  CliesapeskeCanal  Company.  In  the  year 
1838,  ll)e  General,  being  acandidale  far  the  presidency. 
and  ther«  being  great  anilety  in  the  Weatern  country 
lo  know  certain^  hi*  principlea  in  regard  to  internal  im- 
provements, (this  anxiety  arose  from  the  fact  that,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Qovernmcnt,  the  revenue*  of 
the  country  had  been  expended  on  the  seaboard,  and  eve- 
ry Western  intereit  had  been  neglected,)  the  eleetioik 
of  a  Western  President  wat  looked  to  as  an  event  that 
would  bring  the  protection  and  blessings  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  all  parts  oF  the  Union.  That  there  might  not 
remun  any  doubt  on  the  subject,  Governor  Ray,  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  at  the  instance  of  the  Senate  of  that 
Stale,  addressed  a  letter  of  inquiry  to  General  Jackson, 
and  on  the  SSth  day  of  February,  1838,  the  General  aeat 
hi*  aniwer  to  the  Governor  and  Senate;  an  extract  from 
which  read*  in  these  words: 

■■  I  pray  you,  sir,  respectfully  to  slate  to  the  Senate  of 
Indhina  that  my  opinions  al  present  are  precisely  what 
they  were  in  1833-'4,  when  they  were  comtnunicated  by 
letter  lo  Dr.  Coleman,  of  North  Csrtdin*,  and  when  I 
voted  for  the  present  tariff,  and  apprcpriationa  for  inter- 
ns! improve  menta." 

This  letter,  throughout  the  Weat,  w»*  considered  a« 
removing  every  doubt,  and  the  vote  of  that  country  waa 
given  upon  the  faith  of  the  positive  pledge  it  contained. 
This  pledge  was  redeemed  by  the  veto  of  the  Hsyavill* 
road  bill,  and  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  UM 
Louiaville  canal— redeemed,  by  depriving  Kentucky  of 
the  appropriations  voted  by  Ihe  Congrcn  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  by  consenting  to  poor  out  millions  at  every 
se«*ion  for  internal  improvementa  in  other  more  favored 
parts  of  the  United  States,  under  the  very  same  chuaes 
uf  the  constitution  upon  whlob  any  grant  of  money  for 
the  benefit  of  Kentiiekjr  wa*  refilled. 

In  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Louiavilte 
canal,  we  are  informed  that  ■■  positive  experience,  and 
a  more  thorough  conrideration  of  the  subject,  hava  coa- 
^need  me  (the  President)  of  the  impropriety  u  well 
a«  ineipedieiwy  of  aueh  investment*." 

Here  we  have  an  example  to  weaken  the  ties  which 
bind  together  repreaentative  and  conatituent,  What 
right  hu  a  repnaenlative  to  chaiwe  hia  apinlona  in  r«- 

Srd  lo  prindple*  which  be  was  pwdged  to  aupport  b». 
re  bii  elcBtioaF    But  it  WtH  DCecaaary  to  break  tbe 
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is  diuppomtment  cM)u<t  ii 


forca  uf  Ihe  shock  which 
tbe  Weit. 

Tliit  purpoie  wiiiccoinpriiliedinlheTneusgeof  1839, 
in  vliich  the  country  «M  inrormed  ibal,  tfier  the  pty- 
merit  of  tbe  public  t)ebt,  (here  would  remtin  a  Ut^  lur- 
plus  in  Ihe  Tmaurf,  which  could  be  •ppUed  to  purpo- 
■eBorinlerndimprDveinentiiSO  u  loavoid  the  objectiaiu 
which  hkd  been  mule  to  the  ■ystem.  The  Preiidenl 
(■yl:  "  To  ivoid  tiieie  evilf,  it  appetnto  me  that  the 
moit  nfe,  just,  and  federal  diiposilioii  wh'roh  could  be 
irade  of  the  aurplui  revenue  would  be  ita  apporlionmeDl 
among  Ihe  leveral  Statci,  according  to  their  ratio  of  rep- 
reientationi  and,  abould  ihii  meaiure  uot  be  found  war- 
Ktnled  by  the  eunilllution,  that  it  wauld  be  eipedicnl 
to  propDM  to  Ihe  Slates  an  amendment  aulhurimng  it." 
.  Tbw  Tiew  Kvived  the  hopes  ot  the  West,  beliering 
tbati  on  the  extinguishment  of  [he  national  debt,  the  aur- 
plus  revenue  would  be  divided  among  the  State*.  But 
when  the  time  came  Tor  realizing  this  new  promise,  and 
(he  Congress  of  the  United  States,  bj^  almost  two  thirds 
of  each  House,  paued  a  law  lo  divide  the  proceeds  of 
the  pubhc  lands  among;  the  Slates,  it  was  met  by  another 
Tcto.  When  this  promise  was  made,  there  was  no  sur- 
plus then  to  dividci  now,  when  there  Is  a  surplus  of 
thirty  millions,  we  hear  no  more  of  ibe  safe,  just,  and 
federal  apportionment  among  the  aeveral  Stalest  but  we 
are  now  urged  lo  add  tlie  whole  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

The  principle*  of  this  sd  mi  nisi  rati  on  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  recorded  votes  on  the  Senate  Journal,  or  in  the 
letter  to  Goveoor  Riy,  or  in  the  me -sage  of  ie^9.  In 
lii«  inaugural  address  on  the  4ih  of  Usreh,  1829,  the 
I'residentespresaea-hiiDaelf  thus: 

"  The  recent  demonstration  of  public  sentiment  in- 
■cnbes  on  the  list  of  eMCutive  dtilie*,  in  characters  too 
legible  to  be  overlooked,  the  task  of  reforoii  which 
wUl  require  particularly  Ihe  correction  of  abuse*  tlat 
have  brought  the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government 
into  conflict  with  ibe  freedom  of  election*." 

Here  we  have  the  promulgation  of  a  principle  upon 
which  the  very  eiiaience  of  a  tepresentative  Govern- 
ment depends.  For  it  is  evident  that,  if  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  General  Government  were  brought  into  ' 
eonfl'Ct  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  the  freedom  of 
opinion  in  the  exercise  of  ihe  elective  frsnchise  must  per- 
M),  and  llie  ballut-boi'  become  a  mere  form  to  carry  out 
the  decree*  of  power.  II  is  in  Ibe  power  of  the  General ' 
Government  wilh  the  public  money  to  buy  up  the  pub- 
lic pre*«,  and  make  it  a  falae  witnesa  between  the  rulers 
and  the  people.  It  ii  In  the  power  of  Ihe  General  Gov- 
ernment, through  the  agency  of  Ihe  public  officers  and 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  widd  an  influence  over  pub- 
lic opinion  dangtrou*  to  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
The  nation,  therefore,  look  lo  this  ad  mi  nial  rat  ion  to  keep 
its  power  at  a  distance  from  the  poUa,  and  leave  the  se- 
lection of  public  agents  to  the  unbiased  judgment  of 
the  people. 

This  great  right  of  eleellon  wai  reserved  by  the  peo- 
ple, to  enable  them  to  malnlain  their  aovereignly.  When- 
ever the  ezerciie  of  thia  right  shall  cease  to  proceed 
from  a  free  and  virtuous  people,  and  shall  be  guided  and 
oorrupted  by  the  influence  of  the  Federsl  Government, 
the  power  and  freedom  of  the  people  are  gone. 
.  Br,  what  is  the  present  gloomy  condition  of  our  piib- 
lie  affairs,  in  revtrd  to  this  view  of  them  f  Have  not  the 
people  every  wnere  beheld  the  federal  officers  brarinfTi 
with  all  thdr  force,  in  perfect  concert,  on  election*^ 
Have  we  not  aeen  them  appointing  electioneering  meet- 
ing* of  the  people,  and  holding  political  eonveniions  lo 
control  public  sentiment,  ana  devoting  their  industry 
and  their  mean*  to  influence  voteaF  Do  we  not  ace  that 
thirty  millions  of  the  public  money  is  now  in  a  ^oHtion 
when  it  MO  be  EMil;  brought  ioto  conflict  with  Ibe 


fof  cleciions'  Who  i*  it  that  ba*  of 
race  on  ihe  aide  of  power  that  doe* 
not  feel  eonscioua  that  he  was  Uftcd  up  and  borne  along 
by  li?  Who  haa  run  against  Uii*  pnwer  ihat  does  not 
know  at  every  step  he  wa*  pulled  back  by  it  I  That  the 
whole  power  uf  the  Federal  Government  is  now  exerted 
throughout  the  nstion,  with  wakeful  vigilmcr,  to  con- 
trol the  next  election,-  i*  a'  matter  uf  public  notoriety, 
Doe*  not  the  proclamation  which  haa  ^one  furlh,  thatall 
the  honor*  and  revenue*  of  the  republic  are  lawful  spoil, 
to  be  divided  among  the  victors  In  the  deiperate  scram- 
ble for  power,  avowedly  bring  the  office*  and  treasure 
oF  the  nation  into  the  political  market,  to  be  bartered 
for  votes  and  influenced 

The  prinraplea'of  thi>  ad  mini  strati  on  are  not  found  in  . 
the  inaugural  address  of  the  4ih  of  March,  1329. 

None  of  the  profesuon*  of  this  administration  h**eat> 
traded  more  of  public  attention  than  those  which  rela- 
ted to  the  suppression  of  paper  money  and  the  extensioi 
of  a  metallic  currency.  Under  these  professions,  w(iat 
has  been  accomplished^  The  adininist ration  struck  down 
Ibe  best  currency  in  the  world,  of  equal  value  in  ail  part* 
of  the  Union— everywhere  preferred  to  guld  and  silver. 
The  bank  that  issued  this  currency  was  the  only  mean* 
ever  discovered  by  which  the  Slate  banks  could  be 
checked  and  regulated,  and  the  currency  preserved 
sound,  and  the  constilutlonal  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  fix  Ihe  slsndard  of  value  maintained— «  meani 
that  had  received  the  sanction  of  Washington  and  Madi- 
son, and  its  benefits  established  by  the  experience  of 
half  a  century.  Since  ibe  overthrow  of  this  long-tried 
sytlem,  upon  which  all  commercial  relations  reposed  iit 
security.  In  place  of  a  currency  of  the  precious  metals, 
the  following  statement  will  show  the  wretched  condi- 
tion of  the  currency,  nnd  the  alarminp  increase  of  piper 
money  ealled'lnto  riistence  by  the  influence  of  the  Gen- 
eral Governmenl: 

In  l^S,  there  were  in  the  United  SUtea  330  banks. 
Circulstion,  .  .  -  -  |61,0O(^0M 

Aggregate  capit;.),  -  -  -  145,000,000 

In  IfiSS,  there  were  604  banks. 

Capital, 400,000,000 

Notes  in  circulation,  nrobabty,       •  -  300,000,000 

So  that,  since  the  delusion  was  got  up  about  gold  an4 
silver,  banks  and  bank  tiotesand  paper  money  have  more 
than  doubled.  Since  the  prostration  of  the  bank  that 
could  hold  the  lucul  inclitutions  in  check,  the  State* 
seem  lo  be  moving  forward  with  a  spirit  of  controversy 
which  *hall  deluge  Ihe  land  with  the  deepest  and  broao- 
est  sluices  of  paper  money.  And  thus,  in  violation  of 
Ibe  Epirilof  the  constitution,  the  power  of  regulating  the 
curi^ncy  is  given  up  to  lucal  binkt,  snd  we  are  thrown 
back  into  sll  ilie  evils  of  depreciated  bills  of  credit, 
Bgminst  which  it  wsa  one  of  the  main  object*  of  the  con- 
ililutlon  to  f  uard. 

of  forecakt  know  that,  upon  the  6nt  gre»t  re- 


from  the  depredation  of  the  millkma  of  paper  money 
now  in  Ihe  btndsof  the  people.  They  know  thii  labor 
will  again  be  robbed  of  it*  earnings,  and  the  property  of 
the  people  aicrilicecl  at  public  auction. 

The  appntranceoftbingsat  present  is  deluaive.  The 
exorbitant  prices  of  properly  are  not  signs  of  real  heallli 
and  vigor  in  the  body  politic;  tlley  arc  rather  delusive 
aymptom*  of  abjoated  plethora. 

In  the  face  of  existing  appearance*  to  Ihe  contrary,  I 
warn  my  friends  and  my  constituents,  and  my  country,  to 
be  prepared,  as  well  as  tbry  can,  fur  Ihe  realities  that  lie 
behind  the  present  temporary  delusion- 
Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  here  to  digreis  from  Ibe  con- 
aiderstion  of  our  doinratic  affairs  for  a  few  minutes,  for 
the  ptirpOK  of  inqgiringwhat  are  the  principles  ol  thii 
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Although  Ihe  unforlunile  dlfiV rcnce  with  France  ii  set- 
tled, yet  there  mre  tome  viewi  in  rrlation  to  it  which 
onghi  never  to  be  foremen.  In  (he  yekr  IB30,  the 
French  Covernrnent  took  offence  U  i  punge  of  the  Pret- 
ident'i  menage  to  ConKren  in  1839,  vhich  wu  eoii' 
ftrucd  to  be  diireipecirul  to  France.  It  su  then  deter, 
mined  bj  Ihe  ulminitlniion  (hit  a  difference  bo  trivial, 
proceeding  from  a  miiunde rata n ding,  ahould  not  inter- 
rupt the  friend);  relaiiona  with  our  ancirnt  ally  that  ttood 
by  ua  in  the  darkest  days  of  (he  Revolution,, and  that  it 
ahould  not  interfere  with  or  luipend  the  pending  nrgo- 

Mr.  Rivet,  our  miniaterat  the  French  court,  promptly 
ezpUined  the  Preaident'i  menage  in  a  wtiafactory  man- 
ner, and  eommunicaled  the  result  to  hii  Government) 
and  (he  rullawing  extract  of  a  note  from  Mr,  Vsa  Buren, 
(hen  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Rivea,  by  order  of  the 
President,  will  show  bow  well  satisfied  he  waa  with  (he 
eipUna(iDn  which  Hr.  Kives  had  given  to  the  French 
OorernnMnt  of  his  messa^  of  1839i 

DlFAaTKIIIT  or  STATt, 

Wativigloii,  Jpril  2,  1830. 

*■  Sia:  Your  several  despatches,  to  No.  14,  incluiive, 
have  been  received  at  thia  Department,  and  auhmitted 
Id  the  Preaidenl.  He  approves  fully  of  yoor  reply  to 
tho  obaervalions  i>f  Prince  Polignac  in  regard  to  portions 
of  his  mesiage  to  Congress  which  refer  to  the  state  of 
our  affair*  with  France.  It  contains,  as  far  as  it  goes,  a 
fair  espeaition  of  his  sentintenls  upon  the  point  alluded 
to." 

But  as  it  is  customary  among  civiliied  nations,  in 
friendship  and  peace,  to  treat  each  other  with  marked 
respect,  even  in  their  ofRcial  cammunioations  between 
daparlment*  of  the  same  Oovrmmenl)  and  lest  the  im- 
pression thould  Bt'ill  remain  in  France,  that  the  Presi- 
dent intended  a  menace  in  his  message  of  1839,  and  the 
negotiation  (hereby  be  injured,  Hr.  Van  Buren,  under 
theorden  of  the  FreaJdent,  gsve  B  still  more  ample  ex- 
planation of  the  menage  oflSSS  lathe  French  Gurern- 
ment,  as  fully  appeara  by  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  to  our  minister  at  Ihe  French  court: 

"The  friondly  predilections  which  have  so  long  exist- 
ed between  the  citiiens  of  the  United  States  and  (h« 
•ubjedt  of  bis  Mnat  Chriitian  Uajestyi  the  unceawng 
endeavon  of  this  Goremmenl  to  place  the  relations  of 
the  two  countries  upon  the  footing  of  a  still  more  friend- 
ly and  mutually  beneficial  intercourse)  the  liberality  dis- 
plsyed  by  the  Unitetl  States,  in  not  preiling  upon 
France,  in  tbe  hour  of  her  dlSiculiies,  the  immediate 
discharge  of  her  rciponslbilities  to  our  citiiensg  the  un- 
deviating  delicacy  with  which  (hey  have  praaentcd  their 
daima  in  the  season  of  prosperity,  and  the  patience  with 
which  they  have  awaited  (he  reault,  are  coniideritions 


not  unfriendly,  language  in  which  the  President  has  ez- 
prassed  the  sentiments  of  the  Government  and  people 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  Prendent  has  no  desire 
nearer  his  bean  than  that  of  preserving  the  moM  har- 
monioua  relation!  with  all  Ihe  world,  but  particularly 
with  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France.  It  wa*  to  enable 
him  more  certainly  to  obtain  Ihe  fiilGlment  of  the  first 
wiah  of  hit  heart,  that  he  called  the  national  attention, 
in  a  apirit  of  regret  and  apprehension,  to  the  ponible 
consequencea  of  a  protracted  continuation  of  the  present 
untoward  atate  of  things.  A  brave  and  generoui  mind 
never  asaumes  an  attitude  of  menace,  as  long  aa  any 
thing  can  be  hoped  from  a  love  of  juatTce  and  a  r^vd 
to  Ihe  rights  of  oihera.  On  neilber  of  these,  at  motives, 
on  tbe  pan  of  hit  Host  Chrittian  Hajesly,  to  a  fair  ad- 


tuMment  of  ibit  most  fruitful  souTce  of  misUDdenlMiding. 
letween  tbe  two  couniiies,  has  the  President  ever 
entertained  a  doubt." 

In  ,1835  there  again  occurred  the  tame  difficulty.  Tha 
French  King  underatood  the  President't  mettage  to 
Congress  in  1834  to  charge  his  Governnient  with  bad 
bith,  and  at  placing  this  Governnient  in  a  menacing 
attitude  towards  that  of  France.  The  President  admit- 
ted, without  reserve,  that,  in  his  message  of  1834,  h« 
did  not  intend  to  charge  the  French  Government  with 
bad  faith,  or  to  make  any  threat,  or  to  convey  any  affront 
whatever,  but  that  he  would  not  explain  (his  miaunder- 
standing  to  France. 

In  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  between  (he  two 
nations,  the  conlroveray  was  at  last  narrowed  down  to 
the  mere  misunderstanding  as  to  a  pataage  in  the  mes- 
sage of  1834.  And  upon  this  point  It  was  decided  to 
devote  this  nation  to  ihc  hazards  of  war,  ralber  than  tay 
to  the  French  Government  tt  had  placed  a  meaning  oa 
the  roesaage  which  the  President  admitted  he  did  not 
intend  to  give  it. 

The  following  are  Ihe  positions  taken  in  1835  by  tbia 
Government: 

1st.  I'hat  a  foreign  Government,  in  its  intercouras 
with  our  own,  has  no  right  to  lake  any  notice  whatever, 
of  an^  communication  made  by  the  President  to  Con- 
gress in  the  discbarge  of  his  officisi  duties,  snd,  ood- 
sequently,  no  right  lo  demand  an  explanation  of  thr 
purport  of  any  such  menage,  whatever  imputations  it 
may  contain,  and  however  offentive  and  imperioua  i(B 
term*  may  seen). 

3d.  That  to  give  or  offer  such  explanations  would  b« 
to  admit  tbe  rigiit  to  claim  them,  and  that  auch  an  ad- 
miuion,  by  aubjeoting  ihe  Executive,  in  the  discharge  . 
of  a  constitutional  duty,  lo  Ihe  interference  and  control 
of  a  foreign  Power,  would  be  inconiiatenl  with  the 
character  and  dignity  of  our  Government,  and  a  virtual 
sacrifice  of  Ihe  national  honor  and  independence. 

This  principle,  that  a  foreign  nation  ahould  not  be  p<r- 
milled  to  inquire  into  the  meaning  of  a  message  of  tha 
President  to  Congresl^  wat  held  to  be  ao  vital,  ao  con- 
nectol  with  our  national  independence,  Ihat  it  was  niit 
in  debate  here  by  one  in  confidence,  [Hr.  CuciBSLina,  J 
thai,  if  the  nation  was  flowing  In  blood  from  Maine  to 
Orleans,  the  miiunJerstandiog  with  France  would  not 
be  expbined. 

The  miaunderatanding  of  1830  and  1B3J,  occurring  be- 
tween the  same  nations,  upon  a  point  in  all  respectspre- 
cisely  rimilar,  was  in  the  Hrat  case  freely  espUinedi  and 
in  the  last,  war  was  deemed  preferable  to  explanatlon- 
Whether  the  admini  lira  lion  was  right  in  1830  or  1835,  I 
will  not  undenake  here  to  decidei  but  every  candid 
man  must  see  that  if  the  same  course  had  been  pursued 
in  the  last  instance  that  there  was  in  Ihe  first,  thers 
would  have  been  no  occasion  lo  break  the  ancient  friend- 
ship between  America  and  France  with  any  talk  of  war. 
Whether  Ihe  case  of  1830  or  that  of  1835  will  be  regard- 
ed in  Europe  or  America  ss  containing  the  principle  of 
this  adminialration  in  regard  to  the  aubjeet,  no  one  can 
tell,  aa  the  two  caaet  were  alike  and  the  decisons  op- 
posiie. 

In  1830  B  French  trMty  waa  very  much  deilred,  and  it 
was  very  popular,  and  was  made  to  cut  *  great  figure  ia 
the  elections  of  thai  lime.  In  1835  there  was  a  large  nir- 
pluB  in  the  Treasury,  and  Ihe  money  and  the  apparent  ne- 
cestiiy  for  Recti  and  armies  were  well  calculated  lo  in- 
duce the  nation  to  consent  to  such  an  increase  of  expen- 
ditures aa  would  place  the  surplus  under  the  control  of 
the  Federal  Government,  and  defeat  the  divition  of  any 
portion  of  it  among  Ihe  States. 

I  will  now  return  from  this  foreign  divresaion  to 
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er  more  to  the  promiie  to  retrench  the  eipenMi  oT  the 
Oovcrnment  thin  to  inf  otlier  uuw.  This  ilrinp  wu 
■truck  oftener  in  ihe  canTin  (ram  18U  to  tU39  than  injr 
Other.  "The  pirly,"  hefore  Ibeyameintopover,  *nd 
when  they  were  leekinr  votn,  tolJ  the  peuple  of  ihii 
•onnlr]'  that  the  ripenditurei  of  the  FedenI  Gorem- 
^%ent  were  prodifCtllj',  danfErouily,  WMlefully  ejtrava- 
*  ftMt  and  thai,  if  Ihey  were  Inteated  with  power,  Ihry 
irouM  ipeedily  introduce  auch  a  ayilera  of  reiarm  and  re- 
4«Qchnveni  ai  would  bring  back  Ihe  Government  to 
Ihe  JeffertonUn  economjr.  The  people  beliered  theve 
tcpreventationi^  and  put  their  (ailh  in  iheae  wlenn 
pwd|fe>  of  reRirBi)  which  were  a  thoDMind  timea  re> 

"The  parly"  bein^  ■iuk'T  ■**<«<)  in  po»er,  theie 
Medina  were  aaon  foT|[atten.  We  have  leen  WTen 
yean  glide  away,  and  ttie  6rit  efTrctire  morement  for 
Ktrenchment  hai  not  yet  been  made.  In  place  of  re- 
trenchment, we  have,  during  iheae  acren  yeara,  leen  an- 
nual millioni  added  to  the  wide-iprcad  exinvagance  of 
the  public  espenaei.  Sir,  in  my  remtrki,  I  intend  to 
Kly  upon  no  beta  except  tho*e  that  are  eitabliahed  by 
documenta  that  none  can  quealion.  What  I  am  about 
to  atate  in  regard  to  the  public  ezpenaea  is  taken  from 
a  report  made  to  thia  Houae  by  (he  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Woodbury,  on  the  4'h  day  of  January, 
IS36.  and  which  I  now  hold  in  my  hind.  Thia  report 
■howi  Ihe  annual  elptnaei  of  the  Goremment  IpoM 
1SI6  to  1834,  incluiiiei  thia,  together  with  ihe  eilimatra 
h  the  last  annual  report  of  tlie  lame  Secretary  for 
the  years  1835  and  1B36,  ahova  ihe  eipenm  of  thisad- 
arinistration,  provided  the  ippropriation  bitia  conform  to 
die  estimates.  The  fallowing  tabular  ititrment,  ex- 
4>acted  from  laid  report,  shows  tlie  annual  and  total  ex- 
oenditurea  for  the  eifflit  yean  of  thia  adtniniitralion, 
from  1B99  tol83S,  ineluuve,  contnttcd  with  Ihe  annual 
•nd  total  eipendlturca  of  the  preceding  eight  years,  from 
1S30  to  1838,  including  the  four  lait  years,  eiglit  yeara 
of  Mr.  Uonroe'iadministraiion,  and  thefouryeirsof  Mr. 
Adami'i,  allowing  also  the  amount  paid  annually  of  the 
public  debt  during  both  lermai 
Mnnuai  aiui  lolat  exptadi-        Paymenit  during  Iht  i 

turafrom  1831  to  IBS8,  timt  of  pubUe  debl. 


1831. 

»18,ri0.136  40 

1821, 

^8,367,093  61 

13,103,343  31 

8,368,949  13 

1J,S14  in  00 

183J. 

5,5J0,016  41 

1B34, 

3l.87S.S3a  47 

1834, 

16,368,393  76 

33,S83,B04  72 

1823, 

13,095,3*4  78 

UBS, 

34,103^93  46 

1836, 

]1,041.Cj83  19 

1837, 

32,&}6,764  04 

1837, 

10.003,663  39 

im, 

33.459,479  S3 

192$, 

12,163.438  07 

T<M\, 

#177,831,635  82 

84,337,886  34 

ToUl, 

93.«93,fi49  48 

eicluaive  of  public  debt. 
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PaytntaU  during  Me  mm 

lim. 

ofjmblUdtbl. 

1839, 

C33,044,3J8  40 

1839, 

tl3,3a^,e67  78 

18J0, 

34,336,693  06 

1833, 

17,840.307  39 

1833, 

34,357.398  4S 

1833. 

1,343,543  38 

laii. 

34,601,983  41 

6,176,353  19 

1835, 

18,176,141  07 

59,150  07 

laae. 

IBiG, 

50,000  00 

olid, 

f  104,193,846  10 

Total. 

^,583.563  13 

Thia 


«  of  the  public  c. 


>f  the  pub 
from  1839  to  1836,  onr  the  preceding  eight 

Amount  of  public  debt  paid  from  ISSl  to  1838, 
984.337,986  34. 

Amount  of  public  debt  paid  from  1839  to  1836, 
S6S.383.363  13|  making  the  amount  paid  from  1831  to 
1838.  tl8,754>434  19  more  than  the  naynnts  from  1BS9 
to  1836. 

But  the  people  h«*e  been  told  that  the  reaton  why  tho 
eipentea  of  the  GoTcrnment  were  ao  mueli  increased  of 
late  waa  because  the  present  administration  had  paid  o<f 
so  much  of  the  public  debt  more  than  bad  been  pre- 
viously  paid  in  the  aame  apace  of  lime.  8o  far  from  thii 
being  true,  the  foregoing  table  ahows  that  there  had  been 
paid  in  the  ei^t  preceding  yeara  •18.754,434  19  mora 
than  during  thia  aaministratloa;  yet  we  have  seen  pubKo 


In  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  no  Presi- 
denl.  since  the  year  1817,  deaerve*  either  praise  or  cen- 
surr,  more  than  Ihe  man  in  the  moon. 

Those  who  paaaed  the  law  of  1817.  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  and  Ihe  people  of  tite  United  Sutes, 
whose  industry  and  rnterpriae  filled  (he  public  Treaaury, 
deaeire  all  the  credit  for  the  payment  of  the  debt. 

Although  it  is  not  m  place,  I  will  here  prcaent  ■  view 
that  wdl  show  that  the  proceeds  of  the  lalei  of  the  public 
lands  should  be  taken  from  the  control  of  thia  Gorrrn- 
ment.  Under  our  revenue  aysiem,  the  mnnej'  power  is 
almost  irreaponsible.  The  price  of  the  public  lands  not 
being  paid  by  the  people  in  the  form  of  a  lax,  their  at- 
leniion  is  not  sulBcienlly  directed  to  the  aubjeet  to  hold 
their  representatives  accountable  how  tbey  use  It  This 
administration  presents  a  signal  inalanoe  of  the  truth  of 
what  1  aayi  th^  are  held  to  no  responsibility  for  substi- 
tuting an  increase  of  the  public  eipenditurea  of  over 
forty.fire  mllliona  of  dollars,  in  place  of  relrenchmenti 
while  they  are  dividing  the  public  treasure  as  spoil* 
among  favoritea.  In  Ibe  triumph*  of  preaent  tmpiinity, 
tbey  can  securely  Uugh  at  the  simplicity  of  all  Ihoaa  who 
believed  thkl  there  was  any  thing  serious  in  their  piwa- 
iaesof  retrenchment  and  reform. 

1'liis  s'gnal  instance  of  escape  from  public  censure 
proves  that  our  redundant  income  ia  paid  under  svcb 
circumstancea  that  il  can  be  squandered  by  a  auceeaaful 
party  in  contempt  of  all  the  maxima  of  economy.  By 
dividing  the  public  treasure  among  a  snfBcient  number 
of  partisans,  exemption  from  responsibility  can  be  se- 
cured. The  only  cure  for  this  evil,  the  only  way  to  re- 
store BccountaJiilily,  is  to  take  the  control  of  the  pro. 
cceds  of  the  sates  of  the  public  lands  out  of  llic  bandi  of 
this  centrsi  power,  and  give  ihem  to  the  States. 

The  principles  of  thia  administration  are  not  to  be 
found  in  retrenebnwnl,  in  the  cconomicBl  mans^ment 
of  Ihe  publio  financea.  So  br,  profeaaioaa  and  practicca 
have  run  in  direciiont  exactly  opposite. 

I  will  now  refer  to  two  other  documenta,  whiob  do 
contain  ttie  principle,  with  a  viow  to  which  ihis  admin- 
istration has  been  conducted,  and  by  the  aid  of  which  it 
has  attained  its  dangerotu  ascendancy.  Ttiese  priiici- 
plcs  were  imported  from  one  of  the  Slates,  where  they 
had  been  teatedi  and,  since  their  adoption  as  the  baaia 
of  federal  action,  have  already  wrought  a  revoliuion  in 
the  theory  and  practice  of  our  OoTcrnment. 

We  are  informed  by  the  President,  in  hia  veto  of  the 
land  bill,  that  "money  is  power!"  and  we  are  infonoed 
by  him,  in  hia  protest,  iliat  "  the  whole  execuiive  power 
bainj  vested  in  tbe  pTtsident,  wlio  is  rwpQnaibte  for  iU 
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«xercae,  ii  ii  •  atatwarf  cwwequcnce  Ihit  ha  ihouUI 
jMve  the  rigbt  to  employ  >g«nti  of  hii  own  choice." 

Again:  be  nya  in  tbie  wme  paper,  ipeiking'  of  (tie 
SecTctwy  of  Ihe  Trewurf ,  "  tbit  lie  w*i  an  executive 
oBlccr,  loe  nue  Inttrument  of  the  Cbief  tfigittrate  in 
tbe  execution  of  the  Uw)." 

Vrotn  tlieie  explicit  declantlon*  that  ■'  monej  ii  pow- 
er," and  that  the  execuliTcofficen  or  (hi*  nation  ire  the 
jnere  initrumenl*  of  ihe  Prtwdent,  the  principle)  are 
revealed  which  hive  been  Ihe  baiia  uf  Ibit  exlraordinary 
tMceiKlency  lu  which  lU  the  checki  of  Ihe  coiulilutioa 
have  oppoted  to  feeble  a  rnivtance. 

By  Ihe  original  Iheoly  and  praelice  under  our  coniti- 
.lulion,  the  public  officer*  were  beld  lo  be  Ihe  igenti  of 
the  people,  bound  to  diicharj^e  Iheir  duly  according  lo 
law,  and  in  tbc  iclectloii  of  wbom  regard  ihouid  be  hid 
only  to  integriiy  and  qualiCeationii  and  lo  remove  any 
oneof  whora,  for  opinion'*  lake,  by  tbe  ChlerMigiilrate, 
would  be  good  ciuae  of  impeach  men  I.  But  now,  wbea 
they  are  no  longer  deemed  igenlB  of  the  people,  but  the 

longer  bound  to  diicharge  tliclr  oiEcea  according  to  law, 
but  are  required  to  yield  obedience  to  tbe  will  of  tli« 
Freiiilenit  when  their  continuance  in  office  no  longer 
depend*  on  able  and  fiiiliful  lervice  to  the  country,  but 
upon  unconditional  lubmiaalon  to  the  dictate*  of  power, 
Ihe  charaElcr  of  our  Government  i*  changed,  and  a  dii- 
tinct  and  rival  interett  U  eilablished  between  Ihe  public 
officer*  and  the  people)  Ihe  entire  agency  by  which  Ibe 
whole  operationa  of  tbe  Government  are  eooducled  is 
thu*  brought  under  tbe  control  of  one  man. 

Tbe  lint  effort  to  briog  the  money  power  into  the 
•ame  hand  wai  diipliyed  in  the  proposition  to  cstabliah 
-•  national  bank,  a*  an  inttrumeiit  or  the  Treaaury,  upon 
«  capital  of  public  money.  Tlie  next  wa*  lecn  in  the 
endeavor*  to  lubjecl  the  Bank  uf  the  United  State*  lo 
governoienlal  dictation. 

Theae  Bchemei  having  failed,  and  the  complete  control 
of  Ihe  money  power  having  been  niolved  on,  the  re- 
^onilbility  wa*  taken,  and  the  public  money  aeixed,and 
ii  now  under  the  control  of  no  Uw,  placed  where  the 
reprcacnUtivca  of  Ihe  people  have  no  power  to  go  and 
diamine  whether  ll  be  aafe  or  uniafe,  or  whether  it  be 
used  fur  lawful  or  kinlawful  purpo*e*.  The  viit  reve- 
nue* of  Ihi*  republic,  between  the  time*  of  culleciion  and 
diaburaement,  are  uied  at  the  diacretion  of  a  liogle  mind. 
Jkt  thi*  moroeat  over  tliiriy  milliona  of  dollar*,  tlie  prop- 
erly of  iho  people,  are,  through  Ihe  inilrumenuiily  of 
drpoiite  banka.  loaned  out,  to  whom  we  have  no  mean* 
of  knowing,  and  for  what  design  we  can  only  conjecture. 
Qy  making  a  call  for  ihe  public  depD*iIei,  tbe  Secretary 
.could  cruah  any  of  tbeie  depoiite  bank*  any  day  be 
cluMMCit  thi*  give*  a  conlrol  over  Ihe  capital  of  the 
.Slatci,  a*  well  aa  that  of  Ibe  nation.  Tbe  power  wielded 
in  tbe  Federal  Treaaury  can  pul  up  and  put  down  banki 
tX  pleaiurc.  It  Can  regiiUte  tbe  price  of  stocks  and 
property!  it  ean  enrich  friend*  and  impoverish  enemies. 
It  can  send  million*  inlu  a  Sute  or  city  before  an  eleclion, 
.to  be  uaed,  wilhoiil  interest,  to  reward  obedience,  or  it 
ican  withdraw  millioni  lo  puniali  disobedience.  The 
Treasury  of  the  United  Siatesi*  the  great  central  fulcnim 
that  auttaini  the  lever*  by  which  anbitiou*  aspinni*  arc 
nJied  lo  power. 

'I'here  ire  other  view*  which  show  more  clearly  Ibe 
length  and  breadth,  and  height  and  depth,  of  tbc  all-in- 
.gulling  power  of  money.  I'lie  President  having  tlie  ap- 
pointmcnl  of  Ihe  agency  by  whic^  Ihe  Oovernment  >* 
jconducted,  has,  of  course,  Ihe  lelection  uf  llie  hand* 
inio  which  the  pubic  trcaiure  ihall  flowj  whicn  enable* 
him  to  make  all  officer*,  and  all  ■c«kcr«  of  office,  hi* 


Treasury  waa  then  emplyt  and  in  those  good  old  timea 
ofhoneal  simplicity,  even  Ihe  sagacious  mind  of  Patrick 
Henry  did  not  foreaee  that  the  use  of  money  would  be* 
come  the  principal  element  in  Ihal  executive  power 
which  he  predicted  would  destroy  the  liberty  of  hi* 
country.  Thus  the  money  power  has  beeh  matured  and 
organized,  not  by  the  President,  nol  for  his  use,  for  hi* 
fame  was  enough  for  him,  bol  by  others  under  the  shade 
of  his  military  repulatiani  by  a  far.reacliing  sagacity  has 
this  golden  ladder  been  erected,  upon  which  Ihey  are  to 
climb  to  greatneai  in  time  to  come.  Tbe  operation!  of 
Ihe  money  power  have  produced  eSecIs  before  which 
tbe  world  ha*  Mood  astenlshedi  bccsuae  the  secret 
spring*  and  principles  of  aclion  were  cirefully  concealed 
from  Ihe  public  eye.  Tbrouf^oul,  we  have  Ken  pro- 
fenioii*  and  practices  running  in  opposite  directlona;  and 
yet  we  hive  heard  the  shout  of  applause  a*  loud  fur  the 
breach  as  for  the  promise.  Hence  the  aaying  Ihit  "  the 
popubrily  of  General  Jackson  can  stand  any  thing."  It 
ia  Ihe  power  (o  beaiow. money  and  office  tliat  can  stand 
anything.  General  Jackaon'a  power  ends  on  the  4lh  of 
March  next,  but  the  money  power  is  to  be  transferred  lo 
other  hands,  where  it  will  continue  lo  do  ila  work. 
When  our  venerable  President  deseeads  from  hi*  exal-' 
lalion,  he  will  see  human  nature  as  il*i*.  Of  the  throng- 
ing thouiands  that  revolved  in  servillly  around  hi*  power, 
he  will  find  how  many  crooked  their  knee*  fur  thrift,  and 
boor  many  out  of  reaped  for  liim. 

This  money  power,  ihlelded  from  all  reaponsibility, 
from  all  public  inspection,  pervading  the  whole  Union, 
operating  upon  all  intereaU,  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
hope*  and  fiear*  of  millions,  is  the  most  ingenious  con 
trivance  that  was  ever  devised  by  the  wit  orman,  and  is 
BHTceping  along  in  its  wake  the  right  of  sufTrage,  Ihe 
freeilum  of  the  press.  Stale  and  national  legislation. 

The  declaraiion  that  "  money  i»  power"  i*  most  true, 
alarmingly  true.  All  the  hope*  of  Ihe  frienda  ofhunlaa 
liberty,  that  free  government  could  be  maintained,  were 
reposed  upon  liaving  its  operations  conducted  by  ufficen 
of  integrity  and  capacity,  who  were  devoted  to  Ihe  peo- 
ple, and  nol  to  power.  It  is  impossible  ibat  free  gov- 
ernment can  last  unless  its  aSairs  be  minaged  byauch 

Having  ascertained  the  piinciple*  and  Ihe  meana  by 
wliich  federal  paver  it  making  it*  rapid  marche*  over 
the  ruin*  of  the  con*tiUillon,  the  question  U,  whether  Wfl 
ihall  lake  away  from  it  tbe  money,  which  ia  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  its  strength,  and  give  it  lo  the  people,  to 
build  up  their  rights  and  reslore  tlieir  ancient  and  con- 
Stitullunal  power  in  the  Governmenl. 

Hiving  disposed  of  the  preliminary  inquiry  into  the 
present  character  and  tendenciei  of  federal  power,  I  will 
now  proceed  to  the  inveatigition  of  the  main  question. 
What  shall  be  done  with  the  aurplu*  revenue^ 

At  thi*  very  iniereiting  point  of  our  history,  when  it  is 
our  duly  to  make  a  new  movement  which  will  vitally 
affect  the  dearest  interest*  of  our  country  for  many  yeaia 
to  come,  we  surely  ought  to  riae  above  present  or  mere 
party  considerations,  and  look  at  llie  future  conse- 
quences which  will  in  all  probabilily  result  from  the 
adoption  uf  each  of  the  Ihree  plans  which  bare  been 
suggested  of  disposing  of  the  public  money,  1  will  now 
proceed  lo  consider  them  in  order. 

1.  As  to  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  surplus  lo  accu- 
mulate from  year  to  year  in  tbe  Treasury,  and  be  disposed 
of  aa  ll  now  is,  according  lo  Ihe  discretion  of  Ihe  Execu- 
tive. Som:  ofourableat  calculator*  tell  us  that,  by  Jan- 
uary next,  there  will  be  filty  millions,  and  certainty,  ifun- 
used  and  uuwasled,  it  wouUl  In  a  few  years  amount  lo 
hundreds  of  millions.  It  is  evident  that,  so  aoon  ai  the 
amount  exceeded  all  the  specie  in  the  United  Slates, 
every  Stale  bank  would  bein  tbe  power  oflhe  Treaaury. 
,  and  Uiia  system  must  soon  make  llwia  all  in*lrumeoti  of 
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the  Treiniry.  The  polilical  uk*  and  tbuui  to  which 
the  GoTcrnment  could  devote  theie  Tut  niDif  hkre 
kimdy  been  rtrj  briefly  noticed.  This  Tiew  of  the 
lubject  preientl  to  the  niindi  of  the  frlendi  of  a  cheap 
and*  pure  rrpublicin  Government  inticipatlon*  the  most 
KiDomjr.  Put,  air,  in  iddllion  to  the  poliiickl  objection! 
tothii  employnum  oF  the  public  monej,  there  ire  other* 
entitled  to  gT^ve  con  aide  rati  on. 

It  ii  now  most  evident  thit  the  condition  orihe  public 
Ireanire  ii  unnFe.  Our  rerenue  >■  collected  in  the  not«< 
oFi  KTeit  number  of  3tite  banki^  which,  in  ill  priib*. 
bility,  in  the  fint  commerciil  (hoclc,  will  becoine  vilue. 
Ims,  ■■  they  did  heretorore.  There  ianrihe  public  fund* 
now  deposited  in  the  thirty-fire  locil  hanki,  $30,678,- 
879  91  They  h»e  of  privite  drpaailee,  tl5,043,033  64) 
and  note*  in  circulation,  #36,343,688  36.  Hakinir,  in 
»1I,  #71.965,000  91,  and  but  #10.l98,fi39  31  uf  gpecie— 
Bboui  17  of  debt  to  $1  oF  ipecie.  There  ii  now  due  to 
the  Government  ilone'from  Ihete  binki  more  than  three 
tinea  the  imount  of  their  ipecie. 

The  ruDowin;  aE^KTejpi"*  exhibit  the  condition  of  the 
thirty-five  depoaite  banka  on  the  lit  Februar;; 


Lo.i»*di«:o>iPU,ISG,tSe,flOS 

Capital,     -            -Ha,3Se,08B 

Treaniritr  U.  8.,  -    28,839,7*4 

pQbl.e  ofScaiT,      -      l,43e,lJB 

N«Mofolh.rbaiiVa,g,5T3,081 

PortigD  axebange,         *Oi,U: 

Gouniaod  intgraat,     3,189,933 

Oiharliahiliiiea,  -       5,987,0*8 

tm,l70,l7] 

1139,170,171 

Sir,  whit  will  the  people  of  Ihia  country  aay  when 
Ibey  come  to  underatand  iheae  facta,  and  leethe  present 
JiaEirdoui  condition  of  their  money  F  Would  any  prudent 
mnn  riah  liia  own  money  under  auch  ctrcumitancea?  If  it 
would  be  madneai  for  a  man  to  act  ao  in  private  liFe, 
11  it  not  lomelhing  more  than  madneaa  for  the  aervanta  oF 
the  people  to  act  ao  with  their  money '  In  a  truat  capa- 
city  public  ig^ents  are  aurelv  bound  to  act  with  aa  much 
care  as  a  prudent  man  would  with  hia  own. 

But  it  ii  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  condition  of  the 
people'a  money  ii  far  worae  than  appeara  from  the  re- 
porta  of  theae  banka.  How  do  we  know  that  these  re- 
porti  are  true?  We  have  not  the  pnwer  to  ezimine 
theae  banka,  and  count  iheir  money.  We  know  that  the 
depoiite  banka  formerly  robbed  the  Treaniry  of  milliona, 
and  made  reports  that  they  were  aafe  up  to  the  hour  of 
cxploaion.  Who  tver  knew  a  bsf^k  that  intended  to 
break  to  apprize  the  public  of  it  beforehand? 

But,  air,  myateiy  ii  ttamped  upon  the  front  of  this  re- 
port. Tbeae  thirty-five  pet  banks,  in  couniini;  up  their 
meana  to  pay  their  debta,  aiy  tliey  have  #8, 777, 238  79 
in  "ofjier  rnpesfnun <•" — but  they  have  concealed  from  the 
public  what  they  mean  Sy  "ollir  invalntenti."  But  the 
friends  of  these  banks  contend  that,  allhougli  they  have 
not  the  means  in  hand  to  pay  the  public  depotitea,  yet. 
by  calling'  on  their  debtors,  they  could  pay.  A  Call 
upon  their  debtors  for  the  amount  of  the  public  depoi- 
iiea,  upon  a  sudden  emer^ncy,  would  mike  an  earth- 
quake in  the  whole  paper  ayattm  of  the  United  Slatea. 
But  ve  have  no  meana  of  knowing  whether  the  peraona 
who  have  borrowed  the  people'a  money  Ftoth  Iheae  pet 
banks  are  either  able  or  wiltinir  to  pay.  I  never  have 
known  a  bank  that  was  mana^^  for  political  purpoaea 
that  did  not  sooner  or  later  break,  and  unleaa  we  aperdily 
reclaim  the  public  treaiurr,  and  place  it  in  the  custody 
of  the  law,  millions  of  it  will  be  lost.  But,  air,  the  loaa 
of  the  whole  would  do  much  lesa  public  miachief  than 
willbedoneby  leariivit  whcrcit  ii^  tobeascdasiti*. 


But  there  is  another  objection  to  thit  mode  of  urin^ 
the  public  money,  arising  from  the  injustice  o(  the  dia- 
trlbution.  The  public  revenue  isused  aia  banking  capi- 
tal; and  while  the  city  of  New  York  hai  the  benefit  Of 
lenmilliona,  and  the  Territory  ofHlchinn  over  a  million 
and  a  half,  whi(;h  it  aeems  is  principsTly  loaned  oat  In 
New  York  and  Albany,  the  Stale  of  Kentucky  has  not 
the  use  of  a  dollar  in  auch  way  la  to  contribute  to  the 
general  utility.  It  ia  true  that  a  small  bank  in  Louia- 
Tille  has  a  amall  auni  but  tfaia  bank  issues  no  uotea,  and 
the  circulating  medium  ia  not  thereby  increaied.  The 
interest  on  #3p,000,000  ia  $1,800,000  per  annum,  which 
la  given  in  ipoila  to  favoriteai  the  people  derivinf;  not 
one  cent  of  interest  for  the  uie  oF  their  money,  and  ruir- 
ning  a  great  risk  of  losing  the  principal.  The  twobanh* 
in  Michigan  have  both  toireilier  but  a  capital  of  #569.779 
99,  and  of  specie  but  #97,903  33;  yet  it  aeemi  that,  du- 
ring the  year  1835)  more  than  three  mlllionaof  the  public 
money  baspasaed  through  their  handa.  And  it  aeems  that 
they  are  in  the  habit  ofloaning  out  the  public  moneys  in 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Albany  for  pVofit.  The  money 
of  the  people  has  been  taken  from  the  custody  of  the 
law,  and  uaed,  regardleaa  of  all  the  miximi  of  prudence 
for  iti  lafeiy,  and  with  equal  dlaregard  to  justice  in  it* 
distribution.  Yea,  at  this  moment  the  money  of  tha 
people  of  Kentucky,  which  they  have  earned  by  honest 
industry,  is  loaned  out,  gratis,  to  the  sharers,  and  bro- 
kers, and  speculators,  and  gamblers  in  ilocks,  in  the  city 
of  New  York  and  elsewhere.  Every  motive  should  impel 
us  to  piss  a  law  promptly  to  restore  to  the  people,  upon 
the  principles  of  juatiee  and  equality,  the  use  oif  their 
own  money,  and  thereby  reaeue'itfrom  hazard,  and  our 
institution!  from  corruption. 

S.  The  second  plan  of  disposing  of  the  thirty  million! 
ia  to  increase  the  espenlea  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  that  amount,  inexieniive  mifitary  preparatioi'Si  in  the 
raisingof  armies,  and  in  the  conatruction  of  fortiflcaliona, 
and  the  building  of  a  navy. 

To  induce  us  tn  agree  to  a  scheme  of  national  defence, 
upon  a  scale  much  more  ea:icnaive  than  haa  ever  been 
deemed  aafeby  any  American  itateaman,  we  are  emphati- 
cally reminded,  since  the  war  cloud  has  blown  away,  of 
the  maxim,  "  in  peace,  provide  for  war;"  and  now,  fiiF 
the  first  time,  we  are  urged  to  proceed  immediately  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  system  of  prepsntion  for  war 
large  enoujch  to  exhaust  all  our  present  and  future  meana. 
I  desire  to  know  precisely  in  whataenae  and  to  what  ex- 
tent it  ia  propoaed  to  reduce  this  maxim  io  practice.  In 
legislation,  as  in  all  the  active  business  of  life,  there  i« 
but  litlle  information  communicated  by  the  realaertion 
of  those  general  Irulhs  to  which,  in  the  sbstrsct  form, 
sll  men  agree,  because  there  >i  such  a  diversity  In  ap- 
plying them  BO  as  to  suit  the  condition  of  individuals  and 
nations,  that.  In  Iheir  abstract  form,  they  convey  no  dia- 
tinct  idea  to  the  mind.     For  example,  the  maxim  that  ia 

is  the  proper  aeaaon  to  prepare  For  war,"  ia  auitained  by 
general  acquiescence.  Yet  there  are  no  two  nstioni 
that  act  upon  this  masim  alike.  It  ia  limited,  or  eitend- 
(d,  or  modified,  so  as  to  ault  the  institutions  and  condi- 
tion of  each  nation,  and  the  genius  of  the  age. 

In  different  ages,  according  aa  the  spirit  of  peace  or 
war  happened  to  pervade  the  earth,  we  find  the  same 
nation*  varying  the  size  of  their  naviea  and  armies,  to 
auit  the  condition  of  the  times. 

The  maxim,  that  in  time  of  pesce  nations  ahould  pro- 
vide for  war,  as  it  is  understood  and  practiaed  in  Europe 
at  thia  lime,  ao  far  as  a  standing  military  force  is  con- 
cerned, is  exhibited  in  the  following  ilatcmetit*: 

Troop*.  Troopt, 

France,  400,000     Netherlands,  77,500 

Belgtum,  110,000    Spain,  71,300 

Great  BnUin,        100,000    FrntM,  333,000 
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Troops.  Troop!- 

BRTirii,  53,000    akaony,  13,000 

Wiirtemburg,  10.000    Hanover,  1%000 

Hewe  DarniiUdt,       8,000    Baden,  8,000 

NoT«Byindaweden,50,000 

Tbe  populBtinn  of  the  aboTo  Slalei  i*  rippofed  to 
•mount  10  103,OM,rOO  loulii  which,  if  correct,  would 
gi*e  tl  loldien  to  every  1,000  lout*. 

AmiTninjr  the  free  population  of  the  ITnilvd' Slatei  to 
be  15.000,000,  the  proportion  of  aaldier*  of  the  preaent 
army  isa  frkction  !«••  than  1  to  every  3,000  ioult.  Com- 
pared with  the  levy  of  troop*  on  the  population  of  the 
European  Slatei,  it  la  u  t  to  39. 
'  TuUl  (Motint  ofRuMian  foroea  ii  803,000. 
j/ailaof  Europe, ittdiidingtaieb of  imir,  UrgtandtmaS. 
France,  built  and  building,     -  ■  ■  3J9 

England,  built  and  buildinr,  •  548 

HoTlanii, 97 

Greece, 92 

Turkey,  in  1837,  before  the  battle  cf  Nararino,  had  90 

Thiu  in  Europe  it  )■  deemed  eaiiaiftent  »ith  the  Keniua 
of  moiwrchical  Goremnenti,  taken  in  conne^on  with 
tbe  fact  that  numerous  kingdama  are  compaeled  together 
with  sdjoining  boundarieg,  liable  at  any  tine  to  sudden 
invasions,  to  keep  always  re^tly  to  march  at  a  moment's 
warning,  a  strong  >rmy,  ind  to  maintain  poarerfiil  navies. 
But  sir,  in  America,  the  understanding  of  the  maxim 
under  conuderatton  bat  been  very  diRicrcnt.  Separated 
from  the  old  world  by  an  ocean  three  thousand  miles  wide, 
and  having  no  powerful  nation  in  our  neighborhood,  our 
geographioal  poation  renders  a  large  standing  force  un- 
necessary.  But  that  there  may  be  no  mislske  about  a 
mtlter  so  important,  we  will  look  into  American  tilitory 
tocollectthe  American  sense  upon  the  subject  of  armies, 
and  fleets,  and  FortiBcations.  At  the  commencement  of 
General  Washington's  adminiilrstion,  the  regular  army 
was  reduced  to  1,S16.  In  the  lime  of  the  elder  Adams, 
by  theactofS7ih  April,  1798,  the  army  was  increased 
to  4,1S9.  The  act  of  May  381  li,  1798,  auihorizesa  pro- 
viaional  army  of  10,000.  In  Ur.  .IcSenaii'ii  administra- 
tion, tha  army  was,  by  the  act  of  March  16,  1^02,'r«- 
ducci]  to  3.987. 

'    I'be  aggregate  of  the  present  army  of  tbe  United 
SWr*  is  7, 198.       Aggregate  of  th^  navj,  53  ship*. 

After  the  experience  we  h«d  in  the  late  war,  a  syitem 
was  adopted  in  1810,  for  the  gradual  increase  of  llie 
navy,  and  fur  the  construction  of  fortifications,  which 
system  haa  been  ever  aince  punued.  Since  ihe  year 
1816,  we  have  expended,  in  foriifi cations,  about  fourteen 
million!  of  dollars;  and  fur  Ihe  Increase  and  repairaof 
lb    navy,  the  sum  of  ^23,093,387  73. 

The  whole  military  establiibment,  aince  1616,  ha*  coat 
Ihe  «um  of  #133,373,413  75.  In  the  same  time,  the 
whole  naval  establishment  has. cott  (66,898,681  96- 
This,  aaitappearatame,  is  going  fast  enough.  Tkiipro- 
gressive  system  will  grow  with  our  giwwth  an<)' strengthen 
withourstrengtb,  and  will  keep  usnipplied  with  a  navy 
auflleiently  large  and  forlificalion*  aufficiently  numerous. 
This  prugresiive  system  of  inipiovin^  our  naikinal  de- 
ftnce*  can  be  carried  on  without  any  inqrease  in  the  an- 
nual eipenaei  of  the  Government,  and  leave  thirty  mil- 
liona  in  the  Treasury  for  other  uses.  The  present  ex- 
penditure! are  now  as  great  ai  ean  be  used.  We  have  a 
report  from,  the  proper  Dcpsrtatent  that  there  is  remain- 
ing in  the  Tresaury  eight  million  unexpended  of  former 
•ppropriUioDat  we.  are  ofBcially  informed  that  hands 
oinnot  be  found  and  employed  in  the  United  States  lo 
exhaust  the  appropriations  that  are  now  annually  made 
for  Ihe  public  works.  I'hen  where  istheuLiUtyinmiking 
large  sppropriationi.  which  are  toremain  unexpended.' 
Such  appropriation*  may  defeat  the  pasiage  of  the  land 
blUr  but  ibejr  will  not  tdnocc  the  ptiblia  wotki.. 


In  furlber  illustration  of  the  .  _  .  _ _  _.^ 

of  bow  far  il  is  prudent  to  provide  for  war  during  peace, 
let  us  see  what  General  Jackson  haa  said  on  Ihe  aubject, 
a  man  renowned  for  his  warlike  achievementa,  and  who 
may  be  lupposed  u  friendly  to  strong  national  defences 
as  sny  American  statesman  ought  10  be.  In  his  inaugural 
•ddreet  on  the  4th  of  Hsrch.  1830,.  he  Uvs  dowo  his 
creed  in  regard  to  our  military  peace  ^aoliriilnent  in 
the  following  word*:  '■  Conndering  standing  armiea  as 
dangeroua  to  free  Qovernmentt  in  time  of  peace,  I  tiitll 
not  seek  to  enlarge  our  present  establishment." 

And  in  his  first  message  to  CongrcH  in  1839,  he  say*: 
"In  time  of  peace  we  nave  need  of  no  more  ships  of 
war  than  are  requiaite  to  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. Those  not  wanted  for  this  object  roust  lie  iii 
the  harbors,  where,  without  proper  covering,  they 
rapidly  decayi  and,  even  under  the  best  precautions  fiw 
their  preservation,^  must  soon  become  naelei*.  Such  ia 
already  ihe  caae  with  many  of  our  fineat  vesaebi  which, 
though  unfinished,  will  now  require  Immense  aumi  of 
money  to  be  restored  to  the  condition  in  which  they 
were  when  commitlPd  to  their  proper  element.  On  this 
subject  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  our  beit  policy 
would  be  to  diaconlinue  the  building  of  ship*  of  the 
int  and  second  clasa,  and  look 'rather  to  the  posiestian 
of  ample  materials,' prepared  for  the  emergencies  of 
mr,  than  to  tbe  number  of  our  vessels  which  we  ean 
float  in  a  season  of  peace,  as  the  index  of  our  naval 
power.  Judieieua  depnaitea.  in  navy  yards,  of  timber 
and  other  nulerialt,  fashioned  under  the  handa  of  skilful 
workmen,  and  fitted  for  prompt  spplicalion  to  their 
various  purposes,  would  enable  us  at  all  times  to  con- 
atruot  vessels  as  fast  as  they  can  be  manned,  and  *ave 
the  heavy  expenae  of  repair),  except  to  such  vessels  as 
must  be  employedln  guarding  our  commerce." 

In  two  subsequent  meiaagrs  tbe  propriety  of  keepii^ 
a  nsvy  afioat  in  time  of  peace  only  sufficient  to  protect 


mulating  timber  in>the  navy  yards  ia  enforced,  in  phce 
of  building  ne«r  abipa.  From  all  which  it  appears  that, 
tnlhe  judgment  of  General  Jack*on,:noprovuion  abould 
be  mide  foi  the  eitenuon  of  our  peace  eslablishmentt 
that  our  navy  wa*  aufficiently  powerful  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce,  and  that  it  wm  better  to  Isy  up 
timber  than  to  build  new  ships. 

From  this  view  we  can  collect  the  sense  of  this  nation 
aa  to  how  far  we  should  go  in  peace  to  provide  for  war. 

The  American  practice,  which  was  established  and 
hss  been  suttained  by  all'  the  patriot*  and  wges  who 
have  gone  before  us,  wis  not  in  reference  only  lo  our 
geographical  position  in  Ihe  world  in  regard  lo  other 
nations,  but  was  mainly  produced  by  Ihe  warning 
voice  of  hiilory,  by  which  we  are  taught  thai  the  in- 
slancea  are  very  few  where  nations  hive  been  conquered 
by  foreign  mvasion,  but  very  numerous  where  their 
liberty  ha*  been  overthrown  by  their  own  rulerst  that 
the  liberty  of  nations  ii  in  far  greater  danger  from  their 
own  powerful  fleet*  and  armiei,  with  a  CEsar  at  their 
hewl,  than  from  all  foreign  enemies  combined. 

Nov,  the  qoeation  is,  whether  we  thall,  under  the 
temporary  imputoes  of  parly  excitement,  abandon  tbe 
American  and  adopt  the  European  syitem  of  providing 
for  war  duHng  peace*  Whether  republican  America 
ahall  raite  her  military  peace  eatabliihmenl  to  come  in 
compMition  with  the  estabtislimenta  of  the  monarchic* 
ofibeold  world? 

HuI,  sir,  if  it  were  wise  to  spply  our  whole  resoarce* 
Id  the  public  defences,  the  extenaion  of  the  foKilicatian 
system  is  not  the  beat  for  the  attainment  of  the  object: 
The  extent  of  our  country  renders  it  impossible  (o  reiiat 
foreign  invasion  by  mesns  of  fortiflcation*.  The  maritime 
frontier  of  the  United  Stales,  from  PasMinaquoddy  to 
the  mouth  of  Ite  Sabine,  foUoffiDg  the  *borcs,.ii  ov^ 
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vK  iiiuu— .~  . i*t  *>*  'hiH  of  which  MonfTi  to  the 

Gulf  of  Mcilcoi  (he  northern  ftnd  lake  frontier  three 
thounnd  milea  more.  Thit,  added  to  tho  almoBt  bonnd- 
IcM  wntern  frontier,  tMkcB  it  apparent  that,  if  the 
«hole  wirplui  produce  of  the  labor  of  the  people  of  the 
Dnited  Slate*  waa  forced  from  (hem  in  l«xe^  it  would 
not  ^irtity  thii  TW(  empire  ao  aa  to  protect  it  from  Inva- 
nan.  And  if  we  had  fartiflcationa  ready  made,  on  con- 
renient  point),  on  the  whole  frontier,  it  would  require  a 
ilandin;  army  of  leveMil  hundred  thauaand  to  man  them 
■nd  preierre  them.  The  number  of  fortifloation*, 
from  neceaaily,  muat  be  limited  to  the  debnce  of  the 
ciUea  and  the  expoaed  polnta.  The  number  of  fortlfl- 
eallona  already  projected  ii  greater  than  va«  required. 
Fortunately  for  the  nation,  it  haa  in  iti  power  meana  of 
defence  more  cheap  and  more  efHcienl.  The  bulwarka 
of  our  liberty  are  to  be  found  in  the  hearts  of  a  brave 
people,  and  not  in  the  atone  and  mortar  of  fiwla.  The 
bravery  of  a  gallant  people,  in  defence  of  their  homea 
and  their  counlry,  haa  carried  ut  tuceearfutlj  and  glo- 
riouily  through  two  wars  wUh  the  moat  powerful  nmiion 
in  Ihe  world.  The  rational  meana  of  national  defence 
for  Bucti  a  people  in  time  of  peaee,  U  to  protect  them 
by  wise  and  equal  liwi,  and  lo  lighten  their  hurdena  by 
■  cheap  and  pure  &d<ntn>itratian  of  the  Government,  au 
thai  they  may  proaper  and  grow  in  strength,  and  power, 
kiid  "mlelligence,  and  in  wealth,  ao  that  their  confidence 
in  the  Government  may  be  establi^cd.  All  Ihe  encmier 
of  freedom  combined  could  not  conquer  auch  a  peopl< 
so  governed.  On  the  contrary,  an  elten«ve  military 
eatablithnient,  whidi  would  oppress  (he  people  with 
heavy  laxei,  would  check  their  apiritt  would  paralyze 
their  induatryi  would  wear  away  their  attachment  for 
(be  Governmen(|  would.  In  the  end,  change  the  national 
ebaraeter,  and  prepare  the  way  for  *  Bonaparte,  at  the 
bead  of  Ihe  national  guarda. 

There  ia  a  mode  of  expenditure  more  efficient  for  the 
attainment  of  the  object  than  ia  to  be  found  in  standing 
armies  and  in  fortihcationa.  In  an  extensive  country  the 
Mccess  of  modern  war  depends  upon  the  celerity  with 
which  armies  sad  supplies  can  be  conveyed  from  place 
to  place.  And  as  Ihe  strength  of  Ibia  vast  nation,  in  men 
and  means,  must  forever  remsln  in  the  interior,  and  not 
on  the  frontier*— in  the  heart,  and  not  in  the  extremi- 
ties—Ihe  great  meana  of  milllary  defence  it  to  be  found 
in  the  construclion  of  roads  slong  which  men  and  pro- 
visions can  be  thrown  lo  meet  danger,  wherever  it  may 
approach  the  bordera.  For  example,  if  there  were  a 
railroad  from  Lexington  to  Charleilon,  aupphea  of  men, 
and  arms,  and  cannon,  and  provisions,  could  be  con- 
veyed along  the  whole  line  in  a  few  days,  and  the  enemy 
met  and  repelled  before  he  had  time  lo  do  mischief.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject  is  not  a  road,  with  a  view  to 
military  defence,  better  than  a  fort?  Say  at  Charleston 
there  was  an  impregnable  fortreaa,  an  enemy,  of  course, 
would  not  land  within  ihe  range  of  its  gum.  He  would 
keep  at  a  respectful  disisnce,  and  advance  upon  unde- 
fended places.  Upon  ordinary  roads  it  would  require 
months  to  move  an  army  and  heavy  military  muniliona 
from  the  interior  to  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  to 
meet  (he  foe.  In  thia  view,  which  is  Ihe  best  meana  of 
national  defence,  forts  on  (he  frontier,  or  railroads,  like 
veins  and  arteriea,  leading  from  the  heart  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  body  politic'  While  thia  it  ihe  most  efficient, 
it  Is  the  cheapen  poanble  mode  of  providing  for  war. 
The  cost  of  Iranaportatton  on  ordinary  roada,  during  the 
revolutionary  and  late  war,  is  more  than  would  conatnjct 
roads,  on  the  modern  plan,  wherever  required  in 
United  Slates.  The  cauae  which  reUrded  the  mill 
operations  in  the  lale  war,  and  kept  our  brave  aoldiers 
■o  ollen  in  a  atate  of  aUrvation,  and  expowd  ao  many  of 
them  to  sWigbter,  was  iho  difficulty  of  aupplying  them 
by  tlte  model  of  conveyance  tbta  In  tue. 


Bat,  air,  thi*  mode  of  providing  (br  war,  by  furnishing 
the  meana  of  rapid  and  cheap  conveyance  of  men  amT 
aupplies  from  one  part  of  our  ettensive  country  to 
another,  sunda  in  favorable  contrast  with  blather  mode* 
of  providing  for  war,  in  several  important  views.  Stand- 
ing armies  and  fbrtificatiora  are  worse  (ban  useleat  in 
time  of  pescei  they  eat  up  annually  milliona  of  the  in- 
dustry of  Ihe  people.  But  roads  ere  alike  useful  in 
peace  and  war.  In  war  they  enable  us  to  throw  our 
power  promptly  to  all  places  menaced  with  danger.  In 
peace  they  fumiah  the  meana  of  rapid  and  cheap  con- 
veyance of  the  aurplua  producia  of  industry  to  all  the 
marketa  of  Ihe  world.  Honey,  and  Ihe  meana  of  aua- 
taining  armies,  are  the  eaacntiat  elements  in  modem 
war.  Roads,  by  the  commercial  facilitiea  which  they 
would  furnish  in  lime  of  peace,  would  enrich  (he  nation, 
and  enable  it  to  stand  up  under  the  burdens  of  war. 

Then,  sir,  looking  at  this  subject  alone  in  itJ  military 
aspect,  I  would  reacrve  enough  of  our  surplus  (rcwurc 
to  strengthen  and  build  up  thia  great  arm  of  national  de- 
fence—the means  of  rapid  Iranapnrtation  In  w«r,  and 
(he  means  of  enriching  the  nation  in  peace. 

The  next  objection  which  I  ahsll  urge  against  the 
scheme  of  applying  the  whole  income  to  the  conatruction 
oFships  and  forts  is,  that  it  violate*  a  great  fundamental 
principle  of  public  policy— a  principle  which  has  hereto. 
fore,  in  the  administration  of  the  financea,  been  duire- 
garded,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Weatern  country.  The 
principle  ia  this:  as  the  public  revenue  is  collected  froio 
all  the  people  of  the  nation,  in  its  disbursement  it  abouid 
be  returned  to  the  parta  of  the  country  ffom  which  it 
■  ■  drawn,  with  aa  great  a  regard  to  equality  aa  m 
uuc  •.i.Mtion  to  the  aggregate  interest  of  the  public  will 
allow.  I  agree  with  my  friend  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Evaat,] 
that  the  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  are  paid  by  the 
consnmers.  I  agree  that,  in  the  diaburwraent  of  the  pul^ 
lie  money,  the  preponderance  of  the  general  good,  and 
not  the  Incidental  benefit,  should  be  the  criterion.  But 
I  diaigree  with  him  that,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  the  incidental  advantages  ahould  weigh  noth- 
ing. It  is  true  thai  the  construction  of  a  fortification  in 
Kentucky,  merely  to  secure  the  people  ihe  incidental 
advantage  of  the  expenditure,  would  be  ridicnious.  Bnt 
it  would  be  equally  ridiculous  to  make  a  road  along  the 
margin  of  the  aea  for  the  sake  of  the  incidental  benefit. 
It  haa  pleased  God  so  to  form  our  extensive  country,  ao 
to  diversify  Ibe  inleresla  of  different  sections,  that  the 
enlightened  statesman,  in  the  conduct  of  our  public  af- 
fairs, will  never  find  Ihe  general  and  incidental  advanta- 
ges of  (he  Government  (o  come  in  conflict.  When  Iho 
Improvements  are  made  which  nature  indicalea  ahould 
be  on  the  frontier  and  in  the  interior,  Ihe  general  and 
local  interests  of  the  whole  Union  will  be  sustainedi  and 
the  preponderance  of  general  good  will  be  found  In  har- 
monv  with  the  incidenUl  advantages  of  an  enlightened 
administration. 

Now,  sir,  thia  scheme  of  devoting  our  whole  means  to 
the  navy  and  fortifications  will  perpetuate  and  ftsten 
upon  the  eoundy  the  unjust  policy  of  expending  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  republic  on  (he  aeaboard.^^  policy 
that  has  long  prevailed,  to  esbauM  the  Weat  to  enrich 
the  East. 

Sir,  let  us  pause  here  for  a  moment,  (o  conaider  now 
the  flsgrantly  unjust  and  partial  expenditure  of  (he  pub- 
lie  money  on  one  Mde  of  (be  Union,  for  the  aupport  of 
only  part  of  the  great  national  intereal,  first  took  its 
rise,  and  how  it  haa  been  continued.  When  the  conatt. 
tution  went  into  operalion,  all  (he  States  then  in  exist- 
ence  were  situated  on  the  Atlantic  ocean.  That  inatni- 
men(  (hs  was  natural)  received  such  conslructratu,  attd 
was  reduced  to  practice  ao  aa  to  suit  the  then  eutting 
interctta  of  the  people.  They  then  depended  on  foreign 
gonmcree  for  the  eKbange  of  the  lurplui  producU  of 
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th«ir  induitry.  To  fkcUiUle  lb!t  ToFeipi 
tytUm  which  hii  lince  ceit  lh«  nation  milliona  on  mi)- 
1iDt»  wu  commenctrd,  at  luking  brnkwiten,  pien, 
iiDprarement  of  btyi,  inleli,  htrbon,  the  moathi  of  riv- 
en, ind  li^ht-housea,  &c.  But,  *ince  (he  idoption  of 
(he  conitilution,  the  number  of  the  Statei  tui  doubled, 
or  *ill,  probtbly,  in  >  few  d»ftf  (he  nation  hu  ipresd 
OTEMhe  interior  frf  the  conlinenli  in  internal  commerce 
bai  K''"*"  "P  f"  more  vduible  then  the  Toreipi  com- 
■nercci  yet  there  are  itill  many  good  people  in  the  old 
Stain  who  believe  thkt  oun  is  «  nlt-water  coratitution, 
■nd  that  it  would  be  tbe  moM  unconstiutional  thing  in 
the  world  lo  spend  a  dieter  oT  the  public  money  aWe 
tbe  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide*.  Buch,  lir,  ii  the  ^rce  of 
old  habili  or  thought,  etpeciall;  when  interest  happen! 
lo  run  in  (he  lame  channel.  The  clause  in  the  conalitu- 
tion  which  has  been  construed  to  confer  the  power  on 
CongrcM  to  nuke  improvements  Tor  the  bencRt  or  Tor- 
eigit  rontmerce,  read*  In  the  fjllowing  words;  "  Con- 
grew  shall  ha*e  puwer  to  reflate  commerce  with  Tor- 
eigft  nallDRB,  ami  among  tbe  serersl  Slates,  «nd  wilh  the 
Indian  tribes."  Although  the  very  same  wards  >re  lued 
in  regard  lo  foreign  «nd  domeaiic  eommeroe,  yet  many 
of  our  AiUniic  brethren,  while  they  are  willing  to  ex- 
pend millioDs  to  protect,  defend,  and  racililste  foreign 
commerce,  beliere  it  would  be  eseeedingly  unconatitu- 
(ional  to  gt»c  i  cent  for  the  security  and  ftciliiy  of  inte- 
rior commerce.  But,  sir,  the  time  has  arrived  when  this 
salt.waler  exposition  of  the  constitallon  muit  give  way 
to  tbe  progress  of  the  national  expansion.  Our  constitu- 
tion was  formed  for  the  continent,  and  not  for  the  Ma- 
board.  Tts  scope  is  lullieientiy  broad  to  comprehend 
within  it*  beneficent  proviaiona  every  psrt  of  our  extend- 
ed and  extending  country. 

Sir,  the  present  unjust  scheme  ofcsnflning  the  national 
defences  to  I  he  building  of  ships  and  ihe  erection  of  for- 
tifications, and  the  spplieaiion  of  our  whole  means  to 
these  abjecls,  will  perpeluile  tliis  old  rotten  partial  lyi- 
tem  of  expending  all  the  public  money  on  one  nde  of 
''-  -wntry.  One  reaaon  why  a  system  so  revoltinj 
I,  and  so  proxrative  of  justice,  bia  been  so  li 


stands  recommended  by  the  ticl  thitit  has  been  long  am 
deliberately  considered  and  spprored  by  tbe  peuile,  lit 
baving  at  a  turmer  session  paased  both  Houses  of  Con- 


the  countr}'.     One  reason  'why  a  system  so  revolting 

lo  proxrative  of  justice,  bis  been  so  long 
anttnued,  is  this:  •■  money  is  power)"  and  this  mode  of 


partial  expenditure,  while  it  has  exhausted  the  West, 
has  so  enriched  the  great  cities  on  the  seacoaat,  that  they 
have  acquired  an  undue  influence  upon  the  legislation 
of  the  country. 

Bince  the  year  1791  there  hss  been  very  nearly  a 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  collected  from  Ihe  people  of 
Ibis  country,  and  expended  by  this  central  Government. 
Of  this  vast  sum,  the  Western  eounlry  hss  paid  its  full 
proportion!  yet  Ihe  people  of  that  counlry  hsve  been 
doomed  for  near  a  hstf  century  to  see  their  substance 
flow  into  the  national  Treasury,'  and  from  thence  poured 
out  in  profucion  along  the  nuritime  frontier. 

To  conclude  this  branch  of  Ihesubject:  I  sm  opposed 
to  voting  ill  our  means  lo  s  navy  snd  forts,  because  it 
would  be  the  adoption  of  a  radicil  change  in  the  policy 
of  our  Government,  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  wiih- 
out  consulting  (be  peoplei  because  it  would  lay  the  found- 
ation of  a  large  standing  army,  and  bring  heavy  charges 
on  the  country!  because  the  building  of  ships  and  forts 
is  not  tbe  only  nor  the  best  way  to  provide  for  Ihe 
national  defencet  because  it  would  perpetuale  a  partial 
system  of  disbuning  Ihe  public  treasurr,  by  giving  it  all 
10  the  seaboard;  snd  because  it  would  lead  to  such  a  vsst 
increase  of  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  snd  con- 
sequently to  such  an  extension  of  Its  power  and  patron- 
age, that  our  liberty  would  be  rendered  unsafe. 

Having  BrsI  reasoned  lo  show  that  our  revenue  should 
nol  be  sufTered  lo  aceumulste  in  Ihe  Treasury;  and,  sec- 
ondly, to  prove  that  it  should  not  all  be  expended  on  Ihe 
sescoasl,  in  ships  and  fortili cations;  I  will  now,  in  the 
Ibird  and  last  place,  attempt  to  prove  that  lo  much  of  it 
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gress  by  hrgs  msjorities,  and  has  received  the  appro- 
bation of  many  of  the  Blale  Legislatures. 

Sir,  what  is  Ihe  slate  of  Ihe  cuel    We  now  have  in 
the  TreasutT  tJ0,371,125  75,  which  has  accmed  from 
of  tbe  public  domain,  (which  is  the  common 


grest  qiieslron  is,  whether  this  large  sum  of  money  shall 
be  divided  among  Ihe  Slstes,  to  be  expended  under 
Ibeir  own  councils,  for  the  improvement  of  Ihe  condi- 
tion of  Ihe  people;  or  shall  it  be  added  to  the  swdrinp 
flood  of  federal  expenditure,  to  raise  still  higher  Merat 
power,  and  extend  the  range  of  fedrnl  patronage  to  a 
broadercircumference'  Shall  Ihe  whule  of  nursurplua 
revenue  be  thrown  into  the  Haelilrom,  the  ([rand  whiri- 
pool  of  centrifugal  extravagance,  where  it  will  draw  af- 
ter it  tbe  remaining  barriers  of  freedom  into  the  same 
gorge.'  These  are  the  weighty  questions  on  tbe  deci- 
sion of  which  hangs  Ihe  fate  of  liberiy.  If  tbe  division 
among  the  States  should  take  plaot,  the  follawing  state- 
ment will  show  Ihe  proportion  of  each  Stale  of  what  it 
already  in  the  Treasury: 


FedersI 

Total  to 

for  each 

State. 

Statei. 

Slates. 

Uaine    - 

399,437 

689,02^ 

<(ew  Hampshire 

Massachiisell*    - 

610,40E 

L,052,95: 

Rliode  Iiland     - 

9r,i9< 

167,63< 

Vermont 

397,665 
380,657 

513,473 
484,133 

New  Turk 

l,91B,55: 

3,309,50: 

New  Jersey       - 

319,935 

531,86; 

PennsylvanV     - 

i,3«,ori 

1,335.43' 

Detsware 

75,«2 

Maryland 

405,84: 

Virginia 

1,023,50; 

1,765,5* 

North  Carolina  - 

1,103,56: 

Jouth  C.rolina  - 

45S,03i 

784,911 

Seorgi. 

429,811 

741,43: 

[tenlucky 

631,  B3: 

1,073,6« 

625,26: 

1,078,571 

935,88. 

1,614,401 

930,84< 

1,843,344 

iri,69< 

343,031 

591, 72( 

Illinois  - 

157,147 

37 1, art 

483,76c 

Missouri 

130,415 

234,972 

ir4,354 

Mis«ssippi 

110,331 

190,367 

788,403 

978,770 

363,3081 

455,826 

541,940 

994,766 

It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  recelpta  from  sales  of 
the  public  dotnain  will  in  future  be  len  millions  of  dtd- 
lars.  Frunv  this  data  a  calculation  can  easily  be  made  of 
the  proportion  of  each  Stale  for  any  given  number  of 
years.  If  ihe  land  bill  ahoutd  pass,  I  have  no  doobt 
but  tbe  principle  of  it  will  become  the  permanent  policy 
of  the  country.  Tliere  is  yet  in  Ihe  limits  of  the  United 
States  more  than  a  thousand  millions  of  acres  of  unsoU 
lindi  it  would  supply  ample  funds  for  the  Statei  for  cen- 
turies to  come.  What  stupendous  resulta  might  he  pro- 
duced upon  the  power,  tbe  agriculture,  the  commerce, 
the  wealth,  the  comfort,  the  ipteiligenoe,  and  hsppi- 
nesa  of  the  people  of  the  United  Stsles,  1^  this  appli- 
cation of  their  great  public  domain!  This  comprehea- 
aive,  this  all-pervading,  this  equal,  tbia  magniflcenl  plan 
for  lb«  dispoul  of  the  proceed*  of  tbe  sates  of  Ihe  publw 
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Itndi,  in  practice  m  few  yeiri,  would  cibibit  k  degree 
of  improTemcnt  In  the  United  Slitei  nirpuaing  tU  the 
iwtiaiii  or  the  tarth,  .  Tbe  modem  ajtiem  of  conitruct- 
ing  road*  and  iniproviiig  riven,  with  tlie  full  develop- 
DMntof  thepoverofBteao),  would  bring  the  distant  parti 
of  the  CDunlry  m  near  togelher,  that  constant  inter- 
eourae,  mutual  intereat,  and  coramercial  exchangea, 
would  mould  the  diieordant  parta  into  a  bomogeiicoui 
nMlonal  character,  which  would  be  (he  beat  guarantee 
for  tbe  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  Mid  the  durability  of 
Anwrican  liberty. 

While  the  inlereali  of  the  whole  country  would  har- 
monloualy  unite  in  ihia  great  nleaiure,  the  Weatern 
country  hu  a  right  especially  to  cill  aloud  for  ita  adop- 
tion, where,  for  reaaona  already  given,  the  conatitution 
haa  never  been  coniidered  in  full  force.  The  preaent 
condition  of  (he  Treasury  furniihea  the  neant  to  extend 
tbe  foatering  care  ofthe  Govemnent  to  *M  (he  great  in- 
tcreata  of  the  wtiote  Union,  and  forever  to  wipe  out  the 
reproacli  of  favoritiam  to  one  portion  of  (he  country,  to 
the  opprciiion  of  another.  Kentucky,  aUbough  en- 
tirely neglected  heretofore,  though  deprived  of  a  fair 
pirticipation  in  the  benefiti  of  the  Guvernment,  haa 
never  complained  at  austaining  her  ihare  of  ita  burdena. 
A  full  proportion  of  the  taxes  haa  alwaya  betn  paid,  and 
In  the  two  wara  more  than  her  proportion  of  blood  waa 
thcd  for  the  general  defence.  Ever  aince  the  year 
1791  ahe  haa  looked  on  at  a  partial  ad miniat ration  of  the 
public  financea,  by  which  her  aubstance  baa  been  drawn 
•way,  and  devoted  to  improvementa  in  which  ahe  had 
only  ■  remote  and  conaequential  intereat.  And  while 
tbe  public  money  haa  been  thut  diipoaed  of,  what  dia- 
poaition  haa  been  made  of  large  portioni  ol  the  public 

The  following  table  will  abow  the  liberal  granta  which 
bmve  been  nude  by  Congrew  to  the  new  State*; 
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Kentucky  led  the  way  into  the  Weatern  wilderneta, 
and  fought  the  baltlea  for  the  conqueat  of  the  Weatern 
landi,  and  now  aeea  thetn  partitioned  out  among  new 
comera,  and  he  rae  If  excluded  from  all  participation. 

But  natwithatanding  the  long  excluaion  of  Kentucky 
from  a  full  and  fair  er^oyment  of  the  benelila  of  tha 
General  Government,  ahe  would  diadain,  and  I,  aa  one 
of  her  representatives,  knowing  her  liberal  and  elevated 
apirit,  would  not  venture  to  excite  aectiinal  feelingt. 
She  ia  for  a  policy  that  embraces  the  whole  Union,  and 
all  the  great  intereata  of  the  Union.  Bhe  ia  atill  willing, 
•1  ahe  alwaya  hai  been  willing,  (o  vote  money  lo  the 
support  of  a  navy,  to  protect  our  foreign  commerce  in 
peace,  anil  to  defend  (he  coun(ry  in  war.  Formerly, 
when  the  navy  bad  shrunk  away  lo  nothing,  under  the 
frowna  of  (he  then  aicendxnt  party,  the  apcll  was  brO' 
ken,  and  the  navy  raised  and  called  into  fsvor  by  the 
Tmce  oF  a  Kentuckian— the  atme  voice  that  haa  been 
heard  for  thirty  years  in  all  the  timea  of  national  emer- 
gency. Yet  aome  unknown  person  has  written  lo  the 
distant  newspapers  that  myaelf  and  aome  of  my  friend* 
had  given  ■  vote  unfriendly  to  the  navy.  This  unfound' 
ed  slander  is  made  manirett  by  (lie  fact  (hat  I  have  voted, 
ever  aince  I  have  been  in  Congress,  for  eicry  recom. 
mendadon  of  (his  adtniniatratiun  for  (he  benefit  of  tbe 
navy,  and  now  aland  ready  lo  vote  for  the  eitimatei  aent 
in  at  the  cotnmencement  of  ihia  iraaion.  Kentucky  ia 
still  willing  to  conlribu'e  her  proportion  ofthe  requisite 
milliona  to  go  on  with  the  fortifications  and  all  the  na> 
tional  defences!  ide  devrea  to  abate  nothing  from  the 
annual  appropristions  for  the  improvemeni  of  the  sea- 
cosil.  But  while  she  is  willing,  ai  she  always  has  been 
willing,  to  aland  by  and  uphold  tht  great  interests  of  the 
other  portions  of  the  Union,  she  would  be  recreant  to 
herself  if  she  did  not  demand  ber  rights  in  a  tohe  that 
would  no  longer  be  patient  under  refusal.  Aa  we  need 
no  fortiScationa,  no  navy,  no  standing  army,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  the  only  great  naiional  intereata  which  could 
be  maintained  by  tegitUtion-in  the  West  are  education, 
and  the  construction  of  liigliwsys,  along  which  the  sur- 
plus products  of  industry  could  be  aafely,  cheaply,  and 


isrkel. 


In  former  agea  the  interior  of  continents,  cut  off  from 
the  general  inleieoune  of  nations,  remained  in  ignorance 
and  poverty;  but  modern  roads  and  sleam  power  are 
rapidly  working  a  revolution  in  human  aflaira.  They 
are  cnying  into  ihe  most  remote,  interior,  and  aecluded 
ailusliona,  enterprise,  intelligence,  and  ttcallh,  and  all 
the  Improvemenisof  civilixef  andcullivsled  man,  which 
were  in  other  days  exclusively  enjoyed  by  maritime 
countries.  The  great  interest  of  the  Western  people  ii 
lo  have  their  roads  and  rivera  placed  in  a  condition  to 
enable  them  lo  reap  the  advantsgea  of  the  modern  im. 
provements  in  interior  communication;  and  >a  the  inter- 
nal commerce  of  tlie  United  States  has  become  so  much 
more  valuable  than  the  foreign,  reason,  policy,  and  jus- 
tice, unite  ill  requiring  that  at  least  sa  much  of  the  public 
money  ahould l)e  devoted  loila  protection.  If  it  were 
not  for  old  habits  snd  intiquated  prrjudieea  in  regird  to 
foreign  and  domeatic  commerce,  what  reason  could  be 
given  for  Ihe  outlay  of  millions  for  Ihe  protection  of  the 
leader,  while  not  a  cent  ia  given  for  the  promotion  of  ihe 
greater  intereat'  If  the  turplua  was  divided,  and  Ken. 
tueky  had  Ihe  immediate  use  of  (€21,333,  lo  which  ^e 
would  be  entitled,  and  her  annual  proportion  heresfter, 
she  would  then  be  on  ■  footing  with  Ihe  olher  srctiona 
ofthe  country;  the  people  would  be  retrieved  from  the 
taxation  necessary  lo  pty  Ihe  heavy  debts  which  that 
State  is  incurring  to  carry  on  her  internal  Improvements. 
She  would  be  provided  with  Ihe  means  to  sustain  a  sys- 
tem of  general  education,  and  thus  lo  improve  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people,  the  only  foundation  upon  which 
free  government  can  securely  real.     She  would  be  re- 
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blenin^  oT  thi*  nunifieant  pUn  would  be  cquall/  ex- 
tcndcfl  to  inprore  tbe  candilion,  ind  luppineM,  ind 
•ccurity,  of  the  pirar  (nd  tbe  rich,  without  diilinction  or 
reipect  of  perioni.  Will  any  Eentuekiin,  *nf  juil  nun, 
uy  thil  Kentuck]'  thill  not  enjoy  her  fxir  propoKion  of 
the  price  ortlie  public  land) — lands  Tor  the  cnnqucit  at 
which  her  gallant  aona  ipent  their  youth,  (heir  aub- 
atance,  and  their  blood — Undi  that  they  hare  redeemed 
frotn  the  Torut,  and  made  aileable  and  Taluable  by  the 
•wcatof  ibeir  brow — hnda  that,  by  their  enterpri*e,  they 
hare  made  to  tupply  your  Treatury  with  alxly  milliona 
of  dollar*' 


than  thoM  relating;  to  (be  diapoaition  of  the  public  domi 
la  the  annual  menage  of  1833  iatobe  found  the  rolli 
ingichcmeorKetlingrid  of  the  public  landi.  The  Fresi- 
den  laays:  ■■  It  aeema  to  me  to  ba  our  true  policy  that 
the  public  taiida  shall  eeaie  aa  loon  u  practicable  to  be 
a  aource  oT  revenue,  and  thai  they  be  wld  to  Mttleri  in 
limited  parcela  at  ■  price  barely  auflieient  to  reimburse 
to  the  United  States  the  expense  of  the  present  lyitem, 
and  the  coit  ariaing  under  our  Indian  compacts.  The 
advantagei  oT  accurate  lurveyi  and  undoubted  title^ 
now  Kcured  to  purchaaen,  seem  to  forbid  Uie  aboli- 
tion of  the  preaeot  aytiein,  heciuae  none  can  be  subati- 
tuted  which  will  more  perfectly  accompliih  these  im- 
portant ends.  It  ia  deainhle,  however,  tliat  in  conve- 
nient time  thit  machinery  be  withdrawn  frum  the 
SUtea,  and  Ibc  right  of  aoil  and  the  future  diipoeitlon 
of  it  aurrendered  to  the  Stitea,  reapectively,  in  which  it 
lies." 

This  recommendation  la  repeated  in  the  veto  of  the 
land  bill)  yet  the  principal  reaion  given  for  the  veto  ii 
becauae  the  publiclandsare  common  property,  to  which 
•II  the  States  have  an  equal  right,  and  becsuu  tlie  land 
bill  gives  a  lar^r  proportion  of  the  proceeds  to  tbe  new 
Stateathan  to  the  old. 

According  to  theae  opposite  views,  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  deprive  the  old  Siaiea  of  any  share  in  tbe  public 
lands  whatever)  yet  lo  give  ihe  new  States  10  per  o*nt. 
more  of  the  proceeds  would  be  luch  injustice  lo  tbe  old 
Stales  a5  to  const itule  good  ciuse  for  a  vetp. 

We  now  (land  upon  Ihe  point  of  time,  we  are  now 
surrounded  by  tbe  circumstances  Favorable  to  that  great 
revolution  in  our  nitional  policy,  by  which  the  blessing* 
of  Dur  free  insiitutionik  and  Ihe  ad  vantages  of  juat  ice,  aball 
be  made  to  pervade  llic  whole  Union,  and  be  carried 
home  to  Ihe  dwelling  of  every  citizen,  by  which  luve  and 
confidence  in  ihe  Government  shall  be  abed  abroad  in 
every  heart,  and  the  cement  of  the  Union  be  oude  more 
Arm  and  durable)  by  which  the  authority  of  the  General 
Oovernmeni  ahall  be  thrown  back  within  the  pale  of  Ihe 
cniulitution  and  laws,  and  the  ri|{ht  arm  of  the  "  money 
power"  cut  olf.  Tea,  this  is  the  important  point  of  time 
when  ihrie  glorious  ends  are  to  be  accomplished,  or  when 
the  preaenl  corrupt  and  partial  system  is  to  be  enlarged 
and  doubly  riveted  on  Ihe  country  for  ages  to  come — a 
system  that  will  continue  to  exalt  tbe  power  and  patron- 
age of  this  centcal  Government)  that  will  continue  to  en- 
feeble the  power  of  the  Btateai  that  will  continue  lo 
paralyze  the  defence*  of  liberty)  that  wilt  linalty  make 
the  tsi-payera  here,  wliat  they  are  over  the  face  of  the 
whole  esMh  elsewhere,  slaves  to  the  tax  contumerti  that 
will,  under  tbe  form*  of  a  free  conilitution,  devote  the 
labor  of  the  common  people  to  the  aupport  of  an  siristoc- 
ricy  and  a  throne. 

Before  Mr.  A1.1.1W  had  concluded  hia  apeech,  which  ia 
given  in  extenso  In  preceding  pages. 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  arrival  of  Ihe  houraaaign- 
ed  for  taking  up  Ibe  special  order  of  the  day. 


Mr.  HAWBS  moved  lo  auspend  the  rules  for  this  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  In  Ihe  diaoiission  of  the 
aubject  now  before  the  Housei  and,  ^ould  it  be  dia- 
poaed  of,  to  proceed  to  call  the  Statea  for  petitions. 

Mr.  ADAH9  aiked  whether  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  sopersede,  in  order, 
the  retolulion  which  he  had  the  honor  to  submit  two 
months  ago,  (for  an  inquiry  into  Ihe  causes  of  the  loM 
of  the  fortification  bill  at  the  Uat  session,)  and  which  ha 
hoped  wnuld  now  be  again  taken  up. 

TheCHAIB  slid  tbs  resolution,  If  the  motion  pre- 
vailed, would  be  in  order  for  thia  day,  and,  if  not  dis- 
poeed  of,  would  be  in  order  again  on  Monday  nest- 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  ;iioved  to  amend  the  rao- 
lion  so  as  to  auspend  the  rule*  for  the  purpose  of  re* 
eeiving  petitlona  and  the  reporta  of  cummiltccai  which 
waa  not  agreed  to. 
Tbe  mutton  of  Hr.  Hivsi,  to  luapcnd  the  rulea,  wu 

Mr.  CAHBSELEN6  here  called  for  the  ordera  of 
the  day. 

Hr.  HAWES  asked  Ihe  consent  of  the  House  to  move 
that  the  order  of  the  36ih  January  Uat  be  rescinded,  so 
far  aa  it  makea  the  appropriation  billi  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday. 

Objection*  being  made, 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  a  auspeoMon  of  the  rule,  for  tbe 
purpoae  indicated. 

Mr.  DAVI9  moved  lo  amend  tbe  motion,  to  aa  to 
■uapend,  fur  the  purpoie  of  moving  that  the  rule  be 
reicinded  entirely.  He  said  it  wa*  evident  that  the 
rule  wai  embarrassing  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
and  that  less  busineas  bad  been  despatched  in  conse- 
quence of  it. 

Hr.  CAMBRBLENG  said  that  tbe  gentleman  might 
M  well  propose  another  amendment,  vii:  that  the  ap- 
propriation bills  should  not  be  passed  at  this  aesaion. 

The  motion  lo  amend  waa  rejected. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  H^wxs,  to  suspend  the  rules,  waa 
then  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  HEED  moved  that  Ihe  rules  be  ■u*pended  for 
thia  diy,  for  tbe  purpose  of  receiving  petilioni  snd 
memorial!,  excluding  the  aubject  of  the  reaolution*  of 
tbe  Lcgialature  of  Kentucky)  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  consumed  in  the  re- 
ception of  petitions,  resolutions  of  inquiry,  ItC,  till 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 

TcMDat,  UxacH  S3. 
Hr.  LANE  moved  to  reconsider  tbevole  of  yesterday, 

by  which  Ihe  memorial  of  the  National  Trades  Unioif 

wa*  bid  on  the  table)  which  motion  lies  over. 
UNITED  STATES  BANK. 
The  CHAIR  announced,  as  Ihe  buuneas  first  in  order, 

tbe  motion  reported  yesterday  from  ihe  Committee  of 
.Ways  and  Mean*,  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  tin 

Whole  on  the  ataie  of  the  Union  from  the  further  con- 

tiJeration  of  the  following  billi 

A  bill  repealing  the   fourteenth    section  of  the  •■  Act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  approved  April  10,  1816. 
Be  U  rrudid,  t/e..  That  the  fourteenth  section  of  tbe 

act,  entitled  "An  act  lo  incorporate  the  aubacribera  to 

the  Bank  of  the  United  Stale*,"  approved  April  10, 

IBie,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 
The  CHAIR  would  stale  (he  said)  in  advance,  that 

the  merit*  of  the  bill  were  not  open  to  di*cussion  on  thia 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
fourteenth  section  of  Ihe  bank  charter,  proposed  to  he 
repealedi  and  it  wa*  read,  aa  foUowai 
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"Bfc.  14.  Airffei(yurtAern»arted,TJ»ttbehiB«or 
note*  of  ihe  wid  incorporation,  ongin«lly  nrnile  paytblr, 
or  whicli  ihiH  li*ve  become  pajablr,  on  d«m*nil,  ihall 
bpreeeiTibte  inillptymentito  tlic United 8tmt(B,uTil«w 
Dlherwi«e  directed  by»ct  of  Congresi." 

Mr.  CAMDR8LENG  nid  the  object  of  the  Commit- 
ifc  ur  W*ys  and  H»n>,  in  initructing  bim  to  move  that 
tilt  Committee  ot  the  Whole  be  diachar^d  from  the  fur- 
ther consldentinn  of  thii  bill,  wm,  to  order  U  to  be  en- 
grossed  »nd  rend  a  third  time.  He  »«ked  the  Clerk  to 
rend  whit  took  plice  in  thi*  House  in  1812,  when  ■  um- 
ilar  queition  wm  presented  in  reiitlon  to  the  notei  of 
the  fint  Bsnk  of  Ihe  United  State*. 

The  Clerk  re*J  the  fuliowinK  pasage  from  a  report  in 
the  NatioRil  Intelligencer  of  Februnry  13th,  1613: 

"UaiTiii  Stitis  Bins  Notm.  — On  motion  of  Hr. 
Bieos,  Ibe  House  wetit  into  ■  Committee  of  (he  Whole, 
(Mr.  Blickiidsi  m  the  eh«ir,}  on  (he  hill  to  repeal  the 
10th  section  of  the  act  eslabliihing  the  Bank  of  (he  Uni- 
ted States. 

"  Hr.  B.  taiJ  the  Committee  of  Waji  and  Meant  had 
IbouKht  it  necrsaary  to  brini;  furwanl  this  bill,  in  conse. 
qiience  ofa  decision  which  had  been  made  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Virginia,  thai  the  notes  iaiued  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  are  still  a  tender  in  paymeola  to  the 
collectors  and  other  ofGcers  of  the  United  States.  The 
oommitlee  do  not  know  on  what  ground  thi*  opinion  was 
givent  they  hid  conceiTed  that,  la  Hie  limitation  of  the 
law  had  eiplred,  no  part  of  it  could  slill  have  force. 
But,  as  this  opinion  has  been  ([ivcn  by  the  Chief  Juatice 
of  the  Uitiled  Stiles,  it  prcduceagreat  inconvenience  to 
the  officers  of  tbe  United  States,  it  the  notes  of  the  aev- 
eral  branohea,  ssy  Cbarleslan,  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  &o. 
will  be  paid  only  at  the  branches  from  which  they  iiaue. 

"Some  irrefrular  debate  took  place  on  the  propriety  of 

Cinjt  thia  bill  at  all.  It  wss  contended  that  the  whole 
having  expired,  it  waa  alogether  luineceasary,  not 
to  say  improper,  to  pass  a  bill  to  repeal  a  section  of  that 
law.  It  waa  replied  by  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Wivs  and  Hears,  and  others,  Ibal,  as  the  psMing  of 
the  bill  would  prevent  sny  further  trouble  (o  the  public 
offleers,  and  It  cnuld  have  no  influence  on  any  thing 
which  had  heretofore  taken  place,  its  passage  waa  desi- 
rable. 

"  Th«  committee  roae,  and  the  House  ordered  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading." 

Hr.  CAMBRELBNG  remarked  that  the  provision  of 
the  old  charier  difTcred.  in  one  respect,  from  thia.  is  it 
did  not  embrace  the  additional  cliuae,  "unless otherwise 
directed  by  act  of  Congresi."  The  old  bank,  when  the 
above  proceeding  took  pUcr,  was  winding  up  its  con- 
cerns, under  the  same  provisions  with  the  present  bank, 
having  two  years  allowed  for  that  purpose.  He  would 
only  remark,  in  addition,  Ihat  there  wis  ■  necesiily  for 
immediate  action  on  thia  subject,  unleis  it  was  wished  to 
give  ibis  bank  an  advantage  which  no  other  hsd. 

Hr.  INGRRSOLL  roie  to  protest  agiinit  the  sugges- 
tion which  he  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  make 
yesterday,  that  the  committee  gave  their  unanimous  ss- 
■rnt  to  this  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  state  that  he  was 
unanimously  inatructrd  to  make  the  motion.  What  he  in- 
tended lo  stite  WIS,  that  when  the  subject  wssfint  hroughl 
before  the  commitiee,  there  was  some  objection  lo  it; 
but  afier  they  had  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  on  a 
former  occasion,  on  the  subject,  he  did  not  hear  any  de- 
cided objection  to  it. 

Hr.  INGBKSOLI.  reminded  the  honarible  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana,  that  when  the  sub- 
ject was  first  btfore  them,  he  hid  eipresied  his  opinion  that 
it  wiiuld  be  unnecessary  fur  Conjjresi  lo  act  in  the  nut- 
ter it  alL  II  WIS  proper,  however,  for  him  lo  say  ■ 
word  in  relation  to  the  precedent.     U  he  underalood  the 


lanJtiMga  nf  it,  lofaraa  H  was  a.preeedent,  it  waa  a  pre- 
cedent against  Ibe  oourse  now  proposed  by  the  Coaiixil- 
lee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  oould  conceive  of  no  rea* 
son  for  action,  unless  the  one  Intimated  yealerdiy  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  Tork,  [Hr.  Ci«>ati.na,]  that 
the  bank  was  till),  notwUhitanding  It  liad  beconte  a 
State  Inatitution,  isMirigp  notes  of  the  old  bank.  Hr.  I. 
knew  of  no  tuch  ^t,  and  If  it  had  come  lo  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  lis  wi^ed  to 
know  It. 

Hr.  ADAHS  observed  that  it  was  Ihe  unusual  eoarte 
of  Ihe  chairman  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Wsyi  and  Hein* 
yesterday  that  had  induced  him  to  make  objection.  He 
wished  Ihe  present  to  have  the  benefit  of  ail  the  disciu- 
sion  which  important  bills  were  entitled  to  In  the  Houte; 
and  he  did  not  know  thai  Ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee 


.  saidlhat  the  object  was  to  have  the  bill  brought  to 
«  thii-d  reading.  Every  bill  must  do  thit:  it  waa  no  rea- 
son fortaking  it  from  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole,  because 
it  waa  the  only  place  in  which  aubjecis  of  importance 
could  be  fully  discussed :  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  the  only  place  in  that  House  in  which  subjects  could 
be  fully  considered,  and  every  other  mode  of  proceeding 
should  either  be  by  unanimous,  content,  or  for  aome 
good  reason;  and  il  appeared  lo  him  that  a  worse  vea- 
aon  than  that  the  bill  should  be  brought  to  a  third  read- 
ing  cmild  hardly  have  been  given.  He  knew  of  no  rea- 
son why  Ihe  bill  should  pass  at  all,  and  he  was  wholty 
unprepared  to  diseuta  it.  It  wis  lotnUy  uneipected  t* 
him,  and  he  eonfesaed  that  it  was  with  aome  disiruat  that 
he  had  objected  to  it.  It  might  he  to  discredit  the  psper 
ofthe  United  Statea  Bank,  or  a  conlinualion  of  the  war 
on  the  Bank  ofthe  United  Stales.  He  hoped,  however, 
tliat  wa^  was  at  an  end;  he  did  not  like  slabs  upon 
dead  bodies.  If  that  waa  the  Intention,  he  hoped  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  for  full  deliberation  upon  the 
aubject  in  thai  House.  No  reason  had  been  isa'gned  foe 
discrediting  (he  bills  of  Ihe  United  Siale*  Bank.  He  be- 
lleved  their  credit  wis  of  greit  advantage  to  the  people 
of  Ihe  country.  Tliey  were  the  only  currency  existing 
that  had  full  snd  complete  credit;  they  were  heller  than 
gold  and  BilTer;  the  best  of  all  currenciet.  \Ve\],  sir, 
Willi  was  the  necessity  of  passing  an  act  of  Congress 
discrediting  those  bill)'  Was  Congress  going  to  do  ill 
in  its  power  to  discredit  the  bills  of  thst  hank,  to  act  out 
it*  little  spile  against  thst  institutlonr  He  deemed  It  the 
duty  of  Congress  rather  to  keep  up  Ihe  eredil  of  the 
hank  as  much  as  possible,  because  there  was  yet  seven 
millions  of  the  money  of  the  people  In  that  inttituiion. 
[The  Cai.111  remarked  lliat  Ihe  merits  ofthe  question 

Mr.  A.  observed  that  he  only  inenlioned  those  things 
to  show  the  importance  of  the  aubject,  and  the  great 
necesaity  for  keeping  it  in  the  Committee  ofthe  Whole. 
He  did  not  know  but,  when  the  subject  came  up,  that 
the  chairman  ofthe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  might 
find  substantiil  reasons  for  Ihe  pssiage  of  the  bltl,  but 
he  did  not  think  that  the  paper  the  gentleman  had  read 
wss  any  good  reaion;  for,  as  (he  gentlemm  from  Penn- 
sylvania iiad  observed,  it  was  against  the  course  the  gen- 
tleman was  pursuing.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House 
would  adhere,  not  to  the  motion  of  Ihe  gentleman  from 
New  York,  but  lo  Ihe  precedent  he  hid  prudueed. 

Hr.  PATTON  said  the  present  was  merely  a  question 
of  time  and  of  form.  As  to  the  question  of  time,  it  was 
simply  whellierthey should  proceed  at  once,  snd  in  a 
way  to  enable  the  House  to  come  to  i  speedy  conclusion, 
or  whether  Ihey  ahould  adhere  lo  Ihe  forms  of  legisla- 
tion which  were  prescribed,  which,  perhaps,  would 
detain  the  question  from  being  decided  for  three  or  four 
weeks.     Re,  for  one,  was  not  dispoted  (o  dispense  with 
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thoM  forrm,  to  preclpUite  *nd  Iwiry  kgisUt'Mn  on  lh»t 
or  iny  other  lubject,  unlen  lome  ^ood  mionf  could  b* 
tbown  fbrtodoin^i  ind,therefor«,  illhaiigh  lie  did  not 
know  that  he  ihould  object  to  the  pisufre  of  the  bill, 
yet  he  l»d  hCBhl  do  g'ood  KHon  for  any  hanj  in  the 
milter.  Were  not  the  note*  of  that  bank  ■*  good  and 
M  tafe  *■  the  note*  ofariT  b>nk^  Was  any  danger  to  be 
apprehended  afthe  country  suffering  by  poatponin;  the 
subject  three  or  four  weeks*  He  could  aea  no  reason 
why  ihe  mual  forfns  of  proceeding  should  be  dispensed 
wiAi  and  he  thouglit  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of 
an  oppoKunily  of  dtteuoing  the  preaent  question,  unless 
there  was  some  good  reuon  for  dispensing  with  the 
nnial  forma. 

Mr.  BROWKsaid,  irthelithseetionortheacr,  vhich 
makes  the  bills  nfllie  Bank  of  the  United  9utes  receiv- 
Me  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  Government,  be  in- 
operalive  since  the  4th  of  Hsrch,  as  hid  been  intimated, 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  why  the  present  motion  should 
be  resialed.  The  bill  to  repeal  that  section  had  been 
cotnmitted  to  the  Comnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate 
of  the  Union,  and  unless  it  could  be  brought  back  into 
the  House,  there  was  no  prospect  of  reaching  it  until 
nrar  the  cloae  of  the  seesion.  There  was  a  special  rule 
making  sll  the  appropriation  bills  tbe  special  order  for 
CTery  day  in  the  week,  except  Fridays  and  9atui^3ayi, 
and  those  days  were  appropriated  to  the  consideration 
or  private  buiinets.  He  repeated,  therefore,  that  if 
this  bill  remained  in  cotnmitlee,  it  could  not  be  reached 
until  near  the  close  of  the  session.  During  all  this  time, 
ihc  bills  of  the  bank  would  have  a  decided  preference 
over  the  bills  of  every  other  institution  in  tbe  country. 

In  payments  to  the  GovernmEnt,  theywere  equivalent 
(o  silver  and  gold.  He  was  unwilling  the  bank  ihould 
have  thia  advantage  one  moment  longer.  He  denied 
that  the  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  diacredit  the  notes 
ofthe  bank.  Its  effect  would  be  to  place  them  upon 
an  equality  with  the  paper  of  every  other  banking  in- 
ftitution  in  the  country,  and  nothing  more.  But  if  such 
should  be  it*  effect,  he  for  one  woiild  gladly  g\ve  hia  as. 
•ent  to  it.  A  bank,  such  as  that  of  the  United  Stale*, 
renewed  as  It  had  been  by  a  State  Legislature  after  it* 
condemnation  had  been  repeatedly  pronounced  by  the 
people,  waa  not  entitled  to  any  favor  from  this  Govern- 
ment, and  should  receive  none  from  bim.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  (he  other  day  In  Phila- 
delphia, the  president,  Mr.  Biddle,  enumerated  amongst 
the  advantages  which  (he  new  institution  emoyed  over 
the  old,  "  iti  total  separation  from  all  the  ofncers  of  the 
General  Govemment,  an  unnatural  connexion,  bcneli- 
cial  neither  to  the  bank  nor  Government."  He  would 
hold  him  to  hii  word,  and  annihilate  whatever  remained 
of  this  unnatural,  and,  he  might  add,  odious  C'jnnexion. 

[Here  the  SraiKia  called  Mr.  B.  to  order,  stating 
that  he  could  not,  upon  a  motion  to  diiebarge  the  com- 
mittee, go  into  the  merits  of  the  bill  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  the  motion.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  not  draw  the  tnerils  of  (he  bill 
into  controversy,  as  he  did  not  wish  to  transgreaa  the 
rules  of  order.  He  had  been  led  to  say  this  much  in  an- 
swer to  same  observations  which  had  fallen  from  hon- 
orable Kenllemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  House.  He 
believed  it  had  become  essential  to  the  best  interests 
and  to  the  dignity  of  the  eountry  that  the  14lh  section  of 
the  bank  charter  should  be  instantly  repealed.  And 
with  a  view  to  a  diatinct  and  open  expression  of  the  opin- 
ions of  honorable  members,  he  concluded  by  demanding 
the  yeas  and  naya  upon  the  question. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  taken  the  Soor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  a  single  reason  why  he  should  vole  for 
the  motion.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
A»aM*]  baa  pronoiuiced  the  Bank  of  the  United  9tatet 


dead,  and  that  he  was  oppoaed  to  treading  on  its  dead 
body,  in  this  Mr.  L,  agreed  wHh  the  hrniorable  gen' 
lletnan,  and  rejoiced  at  the  resuTtg  and,  in  ttrder  to  re- 
lieve that  gentleman,  he  would  vote  for  its  burial  With- 
all  due  expedition  and  ceremony.  It  laobjeetcd  that  no 
reaaon  has  been  given  for  the  motioni  to  Ibia  it  la  a  mf- 
ficient  reply,  that  ho  reason  has  been  given  against  it. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  understood  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  reported  the  bill,  oH^nally  mttr- 
ed  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tli«. 
atateof  the  Union,  and  that  they  now  moved  to  discharge 
tbsrt  eommittee  from  the  subject,  and  bring  it  directly 
befiire  the  House.  He  asked,  asthe  gentleman  l>oni 
Haanchusetts,  [Mr.  Anixs,]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  PiTrow,]  had  done,  what  were  ihe  pres- 
sing reasons  for  immediate  action  on  that  bill?  Had  any 
thingoccurred  since  the  bill  was  reported  and  referred  to 
Ihe  Cammittec  of  the  Whole,  which  would  make  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  House  to  act  on  Ihe  subject?  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  had  (^vcn  no 
reason  why  the  bill  should  be  hurried  through.  It  wai 
a  question  of  expediency  entirely,  and  would  requtrfl  , 
deliberate  considentionj  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  tbe  place  where  all  questions  of  import- 
ance ought  to  be  discussed,  and  where  ■  free  discus- 
slen  could  not  be  cut  off  by  the  operation  of  the  gag- 
law.  It  was  a  qneslion  of  expediency  whetherthe  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  should  be  diicrtdited 
or  not)  snd,  for  his  part,  when  the  question  came  up,  he 
would  lay  it  was  entirely  inexpedient,  because  he  beller- 
ed  that  no  better  currency  could  be  procured. 

Tbe  CHAIR  remarked  that  this  discussion  would  ha 
in  order  when  the  main  question  came  up,  but  was  not 

Ur.  HeKEKNAN  only  threw  out  these  auggeitloM  to 
show  the  importance  of  the  bill,  and  to  ahow  that  it 
ought  to  remain  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ur.  SPKIGHT-  would  s<y  that,  so  ttr  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, gentlemen  might  have  full  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussion without  the  application  of  the  previims  question. 
The  House  had,  however,  passed  a  resolution  making 
Ihe  appropriation  bills  the  special  order  for  every  day, 
except  private  hill  daysj  and,  judging  f>om  what  had 
pused,  the  greater  part  of  the  aeislon  would  be  taken 
up  by  the  discussion  of  those  hills;  so  that  there  would 
be  no  opportunity  for  getting  up  Mie  present  subject  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  By  the  lat  of  June,  too,  b« 
hoped  the  majority  of  that  House  would  be  turning  their 
faces  homewards.  Another  reason  why  the  bill  should 
be  passed,  was,  that  the  bank  was  literally  dead,  yet  its 
notes  are  a  Uwful  tender  to  the  Government  for  all  pay- 
ments thereto.  It  cannot  make  loans  to  individuals;  but 
still,  by  the  law  proposed  to  be  repealed,  it  is  the  only 
bank  m  the  country  whose  bills  are  a  legal  lender  for 
payments  to  the  Treasury.  He  conceived  the  merils  of 
the  bill  could  be  as  well  discussed  in  the  House  as  in  the 
committee)  and  it  is  presumed,  judging  from  what  had 
passed,  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  discuss  it  in  com- 
mittee during  the  present  session.  He  hoped  it  would 
be  speedily  brought  before  the  House  and  passed. 

Mr.  DENmr  expected  to  be  enlightened,  when  th« 
gentleman  from  Indiana  rose  to  address  Ihe  House,  par- 
ticularly as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  given  no  reasons  for  the  motion  which  he  had 
made,  in  reference  lo  a  matter  of  so  much  importance- 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had.  however,  wisely  Uken 
his  Seal  and  left  them  in  the  dark. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Spbioht] 
had  come  to  the  aid  of-his  friends.  Mr.  D.  proceeded 
to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  last  gentleman,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  propriety  of  bringing  Ihe  present  measure 
before  the  House,  and  haatening  it*  decision  by  means  of 
the  previouB  question. 
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The  bill  WM  reported  on  the  I6ih  of  FebruTji  pre- 
vioua  to  which  time  other  billi,  perhaps  of  more  impor- 
Unee,  were  reported  by  the  wme  comniittec,  and  re- 
ferred lo  1  Comniliee  of  the  Whale,  «nd  the  chtimun 
«r  the  Commiitee  of  Wajn  nnd  Hesni  htd  permilled 
them  lo  (lumber  without  attempting  lo  call  them  up,  or 
to  make  b  inolion  limilar  to  the  pretent  to  lake  them  out 
«r  eommiltee.  He  (Mr.  U.)  wu  oppoied  lo  a  depar- 
ture Trom  (he  uiual  coune,  unleaa  for  special  reuont. 
Had  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  demanded  that  this 
bill  should  be  put  in  a  situation  to  be  hurried  through 
Ibe  HouaeF  Had  this  coune  been  required  from  any 
other  quarter?  Was  the  committee  sfntid  of  a  full  and 
free  diaciiMion  of  Ihe  subject?  For  his  pari,  he  desired 
that  all  the  light  which  could  be  shed  on  the  lubjrct 
should  be  tent  out  lo  the  country.  If  gentlemen  did 
not  wish  lo  shrink  from  discussion,  they  would  permit 
the  bill  to  remain  where  it  was,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  What,  he  would  ask,  was  the  situation  uf  these 
bank  notesF  The  law  chartering  the  bank  had  expired. 
The  notes  of  Ihe  instiiolion,  credited  as  they  were  by 
Ihe  le^ilalion  of  the  country,  had  gone  abroad.  They 
'  were  in  the  pockets  of  individual!  at  a  distance,  who 
desired  lo  gire  them  in  exchanite  for  the  public  landa, 
fco,  It  wa*  now  propoaed  to  discredit  litem,  by  autho- 
rizing the  receivers  of  ihe  customs  and  land  offices  not 
to  receive  them  in  payment  of  public  due*.  This  course, 
if  adopted,  would  compel  many  of  the  honest  holder*  of 
the  note*  to  dispose  of  them,  at  a  considerthle  discount, 
to  >  broker,  or  lo  a  Government  agent,  in  order  to  pay 
his  debt  to  the  Governmeot.    He  was  opposed  lo  such  ■ 

The  passage  of  the  bill  would  operate  deceptively. 
These  notes  were  redeemed  in  specie,  when  demanded. 
They  were  at  par.  The  Government  had  nothing  to 
feu  bjr  continuity  lo  receive  them.  If,  as  had  been  in- 
timated, other  subjects  should  come  up  in  connexion 
with  this  bill,  it  Would  form  sn  additional  reason  for  a 
full  and  free  discussion  in  commiitee.  He  Ihercfore 
bop'd  that  the  House  would  permit  this  bill  to  lake  the 
usual  course,  and  that  Ihe  motion  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  would  not  prevail. 

Ur.  JUDSON  said  the  proposiiion  from  Ihe  Commit- 
tee of  Way!  and  Mfans,  under  immediate  discuaiion, 
was  lo  take  a  bill  now  before  the  Cumuiitiee  of  the 
Whole,  and  bring  il  before  the  House,  to  accelerate  ac- 
tion upon  it.  The  Ulh  srction  of  the  act  creating  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  made  Ihe  bills  of  that  bank 
a  lawful  tender  lo  the  Government.  This,  in  ila  very 
nature,  was  an  odious  inonapoly,  againit  which  the  peo- 
ple had  long  since  pataed  Iheir  decisive  judgment. 
There  were  some  who  claimed,  that  shhough  the  bank 
ilseir  had  expired,  and  ceased  to  exist  on  the  4lh  of 
March  last,  yet  this  right  pertained  to  this  bsnk;  and 
the  bills  might  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  this  cUuse,  tlill 
continue  lo  he  what  they  were  before  the  expiration  of 
(he  bank.  The  object  of  this  bill  wag  to  repesi  that  Uih 
tection,  and  settle  the  qiiettion.  He  waa  in  favor  of  Ihe 
motion,  and  desired  to  see  the  butineii  of  Ibat  House 
progress;  it  waa  due  to  the  Interest  of  the  country.    Did 

fcntlemen  desire  to  continue  a  uselets  debate  upon  mere 
rat  principles,  whether  such  an  odious  monopoly  •« 
wss  here  claimed  should  lonj^er  exist  in  a  free  country, 
where  the  principles  of  legiilation  should  he  preserved 
on  equal  terms.'  Gentlemen  say  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion may  be  applied,  and  cut  off  diacuasion.  He  did  nut 
say  that  he  should  call  that  question;  but  he  did  say  that 
the  people  of  Ihia  country  would  always  justify  the  ap- 
plication at  Ibal  rule,  when  ukUss  and  unimporlsnl  de- 
hale  vat  carried  on  for  the  mere  purpote  of  preventing 
the  transaction  of  the  public  business.  Whenever  thai 
became  the  case,  he  would  alwoys  be  ready  lo  do  the 
busificM  of  the  Uouie,  initead  of  wasting  its  lime. 


not  be  introduced  here  in  any  form,  without  ruffling  the 
temper  of  honorable  gentlemen.  But  he  saw  no  good 
reason  for  much  sensibility  on  account  of  the  motion 
now  under  consideration.  According  to  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  States,  the  bills  of  Ihe  bank 
were  a  lawful  tender  for  the  debt*  due  to  your  Govern- 
ment. Your  revenue  colleciora  and  your  public  Uml 
receiver!  were  obliged  to  accept  then).  The  hank  waa 
dead,  and  we  had  hoard  that  there  had  been  a  judidal 
deeiaion,  which  rendered  li  at  least  doubtful  whether 
the  bills  of  this  hank,  after  it  had  become  a  dead  body, 
were  not  still  a  lawful  tender  for  ihe  debts  due  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ix- 
aiaaotx,]  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Ueana,  had  told  us  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  bills  of  ihe  Bank  of  the  United  State*  cant iDoed 
to  be  a  lawful  tender)  that  Ihe  bank  hyd  not  claimed  it| 
and  he  did  not  suppose  that  il  would  ever  pretend  that 
ita  bills  were  such  tender.  If  so,  then,  certainly,  ni> 
mischief  could  result  from  the  motion  lo  take  Ihia  bill 
out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe  atite  of  Iha 
Union.  The  bank  could  not  be  prejudiced,  and  il  ws* 
not  necessary  lokeep  the  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  purpoae  of  debate.  As  there  aeemed  lo  be  doubt 
a*  to  the  cunatructlon  of  the  charter,  a  declaratory  sec> 
lion  wa*  necessary,  and  he  hoped  Ihe  motion  would  pre- 

Mr.  WISE  said  Ihe  question  arising  under  the  present 
molion  was  not  as  to  what  mischief  would  result  from  it* 
rejection,  but  what  possible  good  would  be  secured  by 
ill  adoption. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Ci>briii>b] 
had  the  honor  of  starting  a  doubt  whether  the  charter 
of  a  bank  operated  after  the  expiration  of  its  term. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  The  bank 
WIS  dead,  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  La>i] 
might  bury  the  "  moniter."  He  could,  therefore,  tee 
no  neceasily  for  speedy  action  on  this  bill.  He  advrrled 
to  the  unsettled  slate  of  the  currency,  and  avowed  that 
even  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  know  what 
kinil  of  money  would  be  received  in  payment  of  the 
public  lands.  He  had  applied  to  thai  officer  for  infur- 
malion  on  the  subject.  The  Secretary,  he  '  repeated, 
could  tell  him  nothing  about  it,  and  had  referred  him  to 
the  receivers  for  information,  Mr,  W.  remarked,  in 
conclusion,  that  there  waa  an  object,  and  but  ime  object, 
far  the  repeal  of  thia  I4lh  section)  and  that  was,  to  array 
the  Guvf  rnmcnt  on  Ihe  aide  of  one  set  uf  bank  capital- 
isl*.  This  question  had  all  along  been  kept  up  by  dif< 
ferent  and  conflicting  banking  inlereata. 

Mr,  SMITH,  of  Maine,  said  the  proposition  before 
Ihe  House  waa  one  of  simple  expediency.  Is  it,  or  is  it 
not,  expedient  for  the  House  lo  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  from  the  further 
eoniiderstion  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  14th  section  of  the 
bank  charter?  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
lylvania  [Mr.  Daxirr]  who  last  addressed  Ihe  House, 
Ihinki  it  is  not  elpedirnt,  and  aaiigns  ceitain  reason*, 
which  are  lo  his  mind,  no  doubt,  entirely  sathfa clary,  for 
this  conclusion.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wiss]  also  thinks  il  is  not  expedient,  snd  assigns  for 
reason,  aa  does  another  gentleman  frnm  Pennsylvania 
over  llie  way,  [Mr.  McKirhab,]  that,  if  ihe  subject  be 
brought  before  Ihe  Houiie,  the  previous  question  will  ba 
applied,  and  a  protrscied  discussion  of  the  subject,  as 
in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  will  be  cut  off.  This  i* 
prutubly  Ihe  most  important  reason  that  influences  gen- 
tlemen in  opposition  lo  the  proposition  before  the  Houte. 
Why,  sir,  the  previous  quettioa  can  only  be  spplied 
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who  sro  opposrd  to  the  BppliotioD  of  Ihe  pi 
qucMlon,  or  or  placing  the  bill  in  queilkin  befo 
Nouie,  Rreunvilling-  to  conRde  in  the  judginent  and 
ditcnlion  of  ■  majority  of  ihe  Hoiue  in  relation  to  the 
order  and  diipoaitian  of  buainera  before  the  Huuie.  To 
thoie  f[enl)emen  who  «re  diapoeed  to  diitrusl  the  jud^ 
mcnt  and  iliicretion  of  the  Kouae— I  mean  of  the  ma- 
Joriiy — in  relation  to  the  arranf^ment  and  di>po«itioti  of 
the  buiinen  before  ut,  to  ai  many  u  are  opposed  to  the 
application  of  Ihe  preriout  queition  to  a  aubjcei)  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majorily,  auch  application  becamei 
neceiitry  to  Ihe  deapatch  of  buiinei>a,  the  reaaona  of  the 
^nllemeo  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  muit  be  aat- 
itfactory.  But.  air,  no  person  having'  conBdence  in  ihe 
good  tenie,  judgment,  and  diacretion  of  a  majority,  to 
control  properly  the  huainen  before  the  Home,  can  be 
deterred,  by  any  apprehenaion  of  the  previous  question, 
from  giving  Lis  lupporl  for  the  propoaition  to  diacharge 
the  Cotnmiltee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  coniidera- 
tian  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  bring  the  bill  directly  within 
the  reach  of  the  Houae. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennaylnnia  [Mr.  Dibht] 
wania  light  upon  ibia  propoailionj  be  wania  reaaoni  for 
it.  What  to  hia  mind  may  teem  to  be  light,  or  a  auffi- 
cietit  reaaon  fur  the  measure,  may  not  be  w  to  another 
ndnd.  And  what  to  another  mind  may  be  light,  or  rea- 
•on,  may  nol  be  lo  to  his.  But,  air,  to  my  mind,  there 
are  aufflcient  reasons  in  auppoH  of  the  proposition  of  the 
Committee  of  Wayaand  Means,  and  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ft«m  further  action  upim  the  repealing  bill,  tt  la  eipe- 
dienl  to  bring  the  bill  out  of  committee,  because  Ihirty- 
four  d»-s  hare  elapaed  since  it  was  reported  to  Ihe  House 
•nd  referred  to  the  Cammittee  of  the  Whole,  and  such 
hat  been  its  position  before  that  committee,  as  nol  to  have 
been  reached  at  all  during  the  whole  period.  Such  haa 
been  the  arrangement  of  ibe  buainess  before  the  com- 
nltlee,  it  haa  been  and  atill  ia  impoasihie  to  reach  the  bill 
there  for  action,  or  lu  have  it  taken  up.  This,  air,  to  my 
tnind,  ia  one  good  and  Bufflclent  reaaon  for  the  propoaition 
now  before  Ibe  House,  and  for  a  change  of  the  position 
of  the  bill. 

Another  reason,  in  support  oftheeipediency  of  bring- 
ing the  bill  out  of  the  committee,  is  derived  from  the 
Uct  that  lbs  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
expired,  for  most  of  the  purposes  of  its  creation,  aome 
el^teen  or  twenty  daya  aincei  and  this  bill,  relating  lo 
the  operation  of  tliat  ehaKer,  remains  undisposed  of.  The 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  aeasonably,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  bank  charier,  to  have  been  acted  upon, 
if  tiie  arrangement  of  the  busineaa  before  the  Committee 
of  the  Wboie  had  been  such  as  lo  have  admitted  of  Ihe 
bill  being  taken  up.  But  it  ia  well  known  that  it  haa 
been  imposaible  lo  reach  the  bill  there. 

The  order  of  the  House,  glring  precedence  to  tlie 
principal  apprDprialion  bills  on  every  day  at  one  o'clock. 
It  another  reason  in  support  of  the  expediency  of  the 
propontian  before  the  House.  The  debate  which  haa 
already  taken  place,  and  is  slill  pending,  on  one  of  Ihe 
appropriation  bills,  (the  navy  appropriation,]  and  the  de- 
bate that  ia  yet  lo  take  place,  judging  from  what  has 
passed,  on  that  and  each  of  the  otherspproprlalion  bills, 
■huts  out  all  prospect  of  reaching  this  bill,  relating  lo 
the  bank  charter,  for  weeks  and  weeks  lo  come,  if  it  is 
to  remain  in  the  Cummittee  of  the  Wboie  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  where  it  now  ia.  Unless  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  it,  and  it  be 


Again:  doubta  exist  in  the  community  relative  to  tba 
character  of  the  14lh  aection  of  the  bank  charter  pro- 
posed to  be  repealed.  Ii  is  true,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  aaya  no  doubta  exist  upon  this  sub- 
ject) that  the  friends  of  the  bank  do  not  conader  the 
14th  arctlon  as  longer  operative.  But,  air,  before  tb« 
gentleman  concluded  his  remarks,  he  informed  Ihe  Housa 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself  was  unahle  to 
tell  whether  the  bills  ol  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States 
are  or  are  not  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  landa. 
One  would  think  that  this  fact  was  evidence  enough  of 
exiiting  doubts  in  relation  lo  the  14th  section  of  the 
charier.  It  Is  trur,  sgain,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Hr.  Iksibidi,!.,]  who  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  i*  quoted  for  the 
opinion  that  the  l«h  section  of  the  bank  charter,  making 
the  United  Slatea  Bank  bllla  a  lender  in  payment  of  the 
demands  of  the  Government,  is  no  longer  in  force)  tbat 
it  expired  with  the  bank  charter. 

But  another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  laat 
addressed  the  House,  [Mr.  Dikxt,]  entertains  the  op- 
posite  opinion,  and  thinks  the  aection  stilt  to  be  In  force) 
and  offers  aa  a  reason  against  Ihe  repeat  of  the  charter, 
that  many  citizens  have  at  this  time  pockels  full  of  the 
United  States  Bank  money  wherewith  lo  make  payment! 
to  the  Government  for  public  lands.  Now,  sir,  1  think 
we  hsve  evidence  enough  before  us  that  doubts  do  actu- 
ally exist  in  the  community,  and  seriDua  doubts  too,  as  to 
the  force  and  operation  of  tbe  section  of  the  bank  charter 
proposed  to  be  repeated.  Two  opinions  sre  evidently 
abroad  upon  ihe  subject;  and  these  adverse  opiniofia,  to 
my  mind,  constitute  the  best  of  reasons  for  an  early  ac- 
tion of  Ihe  House  upon  the  aubjectf  they  are  aubslantial 
reasons  in  support  of  the  expediency  of  the  measure  pro- 
poiedt  they  arc  reasons  for  the  earliest  pouible  action 
of  the  House,  which  cannot  be  had.  unless  the  bill  bn 
brouglu  out  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Sir,  the  propoaiiion  ia  to  bring  the  bill  befbre  the 
House  for  examination  and  discussion,  not  to  apply  to  it 
the  previoua  question  without  examination.  My  object 
is  to  take  it  from  a  position  where  it  cannot  be  examined 
or  discussed  for  weeks  to  come,  and  place  it  within  the 
range  of  the  House  for  examination  and  dlscuailon  at 
once.  If,  after  discussion,  to  the  satiafaction  of  Ihe  House, 
the  House,  or  a  majority  of  Ihe  House,  in  Ihe  exercise  of 
their  discretion,  shall  desire  the  previous  question,  then 
a  difTerentpro position  fhim  the  present  one  will  be  pre. 
sented.  The  expediency  of  Ihe  previous  question  will 
then  be  considered.  I'tie  expediency  of  bringing  the 
subject  before  tbe  House  at  once  is  the  rimple  propor- 
tion now  to  be  considered.  I  am  satisfied,  for  one,  on 
of  expediency,  and  for  the  reasons  stated. 
jation  of  the  si:bject  in  the  House,  the  pre- 
vious  question  shsll  be  desired,  and  there  shall  be  evi- 
dence enough  to  my  mind  lo  support  its  expediency,  as 
on  the  present  question,  then,  sir,  I  will  vote  for  the 
previous  question. 

Hr.  KEED  remarked  Ihat  the  gentleman  last  up  had 
inquired  if  they  could  not  trust  the  majority.  Host  ■*- 
auredtyt  but,  at  the  same  time,  be  was  in  favor  of  pur- 
suing the  forms  adopted  by  the  majority  for  disposing  of 
ihe  public  buuneta,  which  were  lo  cun^der,  in  the 
first  instance,  particular  measures  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  This  course  was  due  to  the  majority  itaelf,  in 
order  to  guard  against  hasty  and  inconsiderate  action  on 
qiieations  involving  diflicult  points.  He  admitted  that 
tbere  was  much  useleu  debate  in  that  bodyi  but  be 
could  ace  no  reason,  in  this  instance,  for  departing  fl-om 
tbe  rules  and  usages  oF  the  House;  and  he  was  opposed 
to  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
bill  under  consideration. 

»r.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  that  a  single  reason 
operated  with  him  to  favor  the  motion  to  diaoharge  tbe 
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ComTDiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  lUte  of  the  Union,  >nd 
bring  th>>  bill  Into  the  Houie,  and  to  a  prompt  (tecition. 
Thia  num  had  not,  he  believid,  be«n  alluded  to  by 
nntlemen.  The  charter  of  the  bank  haa  expired)  bill 
n  ia  too  Tel)  known  that  it  hmd  run  into  a  Stale  bank, 
bj  the  power  of  one  of  the  Stateiof  thisDnioo.  It  had 
"  inherited,"  to  uw  the  languaee  of  the  higfh  prieit  of 
ita  onclr,  "the  circulation  of  ita  noble  progenitor." 
Uov,  ifthla  14th  aeelinn  of  ita  charter,  niBkinfrthe  note* 
of  what  w»j  the  Bank  of  the  Doited  Slitei  receivable  in 
all  payment*  to  ihe  United  Statea,  ia  now  apetalive  aa 
tbe  bw  of  the  land,  (and  Ur.  H.  aaid,  vhateTcr  other 
geotleinen  might  think  on  Ihia  point,  for  hitnaelf,  he  had 
very  little  doubt,)  then  it  would  bftppen  that,  in  Tirtne 
of  Ihia  "inheritance,"  Ihe  United  States  Bank  of  the 
BlateofPenntylrania  would  bare  preference  over  all  tl>e 
other  Slate  banka  of  the  aereral  Statea  of  the  Union, 
and  that,  (do,  by  the  lawi  of  tbe  Union.  Are  gvnlUmen, 
friend*  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  atatei,  prepared  to 
prefer  by  our  lawa  one  Stale  bank  over  alfothera,  and 
(boae  of  Iheir  own  Statea!  And  for  what  reason?  I 
Iruit,  air,  that  by  ■■inheritance"  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United 
8tatea  of  the  Slate  of  Pennaylvania  ia  not  to  obtain  an 
■dvantage  mer  all  other  banks  in  the  credit  and  curren- 
cy of  ita  old  notes,  used  by  this  inheritance.  Why 
anould  Ihe  GoTernment  receive  the  notes  of  this  bank, 
merely  because  of  iia  name,  which  now  indicates  any 
thing  else  than  IruthP 

Mr.  M.  hsd  intimated  his  opinion,  or  rather  fear,  that 
this  14th  section,  making  the  notes  of  the  bank  receiva- 
ble by  the  United  Statea,  had  not  expired  with  Ihe  gen- 
eial  atlributet  of  the  corporation.  This  was  grounded 
upon  the  doctrine  expressed  by  a  maxim,  in  the  quaint 
language  qf  Lord  Coke,  ■■that  corporations  have  no 
■ouls)  albeit  they  have  immortality."  They  da  not  die 
•0  easily  as  gentlemen  imagine,  in  respect  to  all  their 
attributes.  Other  cUuaea  of  Ihe  charter  are  now  opera- 
Uve,  by  their  own  lermai  Ihey  have  not  expired.  Thia 
]4lh  aeclion  ia  In  general  ternu.  If  a  citizen  had  held 
the  notes  of  the  bank  in  good  faith  on  the  3d  March, 
■nd  had  offered  Ihem  in  payment  of  the  revenue  on  the 
5lh,  will  it  he  contended  that  Ihe  Government  would 
not  have  been  bound  to  receive  them,  although  the  bank 
might  have  failed  in  the  mean  time^  Hr.  M.  aaid  he 
presumed  not. 

Mr.  HAWES  aaid  that,  whenever  any  propoailinn 
came  up  which  looked  to  expeditingthe  public  huaineas, 
there  were  certain  gentlemen  who  uniformly  oppoaed  it) 
and  the  aime  persons  were  always  tlie  first  to  charge 
others  with  neglecting  the  necessary  buainess  of  the 
countrv,  and  of  lengtliening  the  session.  They  were 
yesterday  told  that  the  majority  would  be  held  responai- 
ble  to  the  country  for  the  action  or  the  want  of  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Houw;  and,  upon  the  present  occa- 
aion,  Ihe  party  friends  of  Ihe  gentleman  who  made  the 
remark  to  which  be  referred  were  llie  very  same  who 
bad  again  inlerpoaed  to  prevent  the  despatch  uf  the 
businetaof  tbe  tCMiun. 

If,  as  had  beeit  admitted  by  llie  friends  of  Ihe  bank, 
the  operation  of  thia  14th  section  of  its  charter  had 
ceued  and  expired  on  the  4tli  of  March,  wliv  should  any 
person  object  to  ita  repeal?  There  could  be  none. 
There  were  doubts  on  the  subject.  As  a  Kentuckian,  he 
felt  bound  to  urge  the  repeal  of  this  section.  He  would 
never  consent  to  give  privileges  and  immunitiea  to  a 
Stale  bank  in  Pennsylvania,  which  were  not  possessed 
by  the  banks  in  his  own  State.  Genllemen  were  afraid 
of  Ihe  previouB  □ucBiion.  He  liad  moved  it,  and  would 
•gain,  if  by  so  doing  he  could  facilitate  the  transaction 
of  public  buaineai. 

Hr.  BOND  aaid  Moh  a  charge  could  not  properly  be 
brought  against  tlie  minority,  for  all  ihey  asked  was 
Mtion  according  to  Ihe  rules  eslablished  in  the  House, 


and  according  to  tbe  usual  fbrina  of  legishaion.  The 
minority  did  not  make  the  mlet:  and  be  referred 
especially  to  Ihe  rule  adopted  the  36th  al  January, 
assigning  one  o'clock  each  day  for  the  eonsideration  of 
ttie  appropriation  blHs,  aa  a  rule  adopled  by  the  party  in 
power,  »nd  calculated  to  embarrsM  and  delay  tbe  bnsi- 
nesa  oflhe  House. 

Hr.  PBARCE,  of  Rhode  Istand,  look  the  floor  for  the 
pnrpDBe  of  addrearing  the  House,  but  he  wa*  interrupt- 
ed by 

The  CRAIR,  who  announced  the  arrival  of  the  hoar 
of  one  o'clock,  aangned  for  Ihe  consideration  of  tbe 
special  order. 

Hr.  RIPLEY  moved  that  the  speeisl  order  be  m- 
pended  for  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  conGnuing  tbe 
consideration  of  this  aubjectg  which  motion  was  lost. 
NAVAL  SERVICE  BU.L. 

Tbe  House,  in  Committee  of  the  Who)e  an  ihe  atate 
of  tlie  Uniuo,  reaumed  tlie  conaiderttion  of  the  hill  ma- 
king appro prjationa  for  the  naval  service  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  for  the  year  1B36, 

The  question  being  on  the  iDOtion  of  Hr.  Bill  to 
strike  out  Ihe  following  clause: 

"For  Improvement  and  neeeHary  repureoTthe  navj 
ysrd  at  Portsaiouth,  Kew  Hampabirr,  stxty-aeven  thou- 
aand  dollars." 

Hr.  BELL  resumed  and  continued  his  remark*,  u 
given  entire  heretoforei  and,  without  having  concluded, 
gave  way  fbra  molion  that  the  committee  rite;  which 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  Houae  adjourned. 
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BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  reaunied  the  consideration  of  the  motion 

ade  on  Monday  by  Hr.  C:iHBiiiLiiie,  from  Ihe  Com- 

ittee  of  Wa)s  and  Means,  to  discharge  the  Cammiltee 

oflhe  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  from  the  furlher 

IJeralion  of  the  bill  to  repeal  tlie  l*th  section  of 

"  set  to  incorporate  tbe  subscribers  to  Ihe  Bank  of 

the  Untied  SUIes,'' approved  April  10,1816— Ihe  object 

Ing  to  bring  the  bill  before  the  Houae  for  a  third 

reading. 

The  aeclion  proposed  to  be  repealed  is  ai  follows: 
"Sec  14.  Jnd  be  it  furlktr  tnaeted,  I'hal  the  bills  or 
>les  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  msde  piyabtr, 
which  shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall 
.  :  receivsble  in  alt  payments  to  the  United  Statei,  un- 
IrsH  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congreaa." 

Hr.  FEAKCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  addressed  Ihe  House: 

It  would  be  improper,   on  a  question  which   required 
B  speedy  action  of  the  House,  to  consume  much  time 
its  discussion;  and  if  there  tras  to  be  as  much  discus- 
in  in  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  at  there  was  a  prospect 
of  being,  it  was  one  of  ihe  best  reasons  why  the  com- 
it  lee  should  be  discharged  from  the  present  subject, 
was  one  ofthose  bitli  which,  according  lu  his  motion, 
ight  have  been  acted  on  without  going  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  because 
as  not  a  bill  involving  any  appropriation  of  racney. 
'aa  merely  one  with  regard  to  the  expediency  of  re- 
lliig  a  aeclion   of  the  charier  of  the  Bank  of  Ihe 
United  Sialea,  or  not  sclin?  al  alt  on  the  subject.     It 
waa  proper  enough  that  it  should  bare  been  referred  lo 
tlie  Commitlee  of  Ihe  Whole,  although  It  was  not  abar. 
lutely  necessiryi  and  it  having  been  so  referred,   the 

Jueailon  now  was  whether  that  committee  ahould  be 
ischarged  from  the  consideration  of  the  nubject,  and 
let  it  come  back  into  the  House,  and  be  speedily  acted 
on.  If  it  ahould  remain  where  it  now  was,  cou'd  anjr 
one  tell  when  il  could  be  ncled  on'     He  conceived  Ibat 
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no  one  wii  prepared  lo  say  that  it  could  receive  the 
■ction  of  the  House  during'  the  preaenl  oision.  Then 
if  it  tru  B  Bubject  of  uich  importknce,  which  to  hia 
mind  it  was,  and  perhaps  none  more  ao,  it  sboiild  be 
brought  before  the  House  for  ipeedy  action.  Suppoie 
it  remained  vhere  it  then  was,  could  they  act  upun  it> 
Four  month]  had  already  elapaed,  a;id  they  had  not 
moved  an  inch  in  regard  to  one  of  the  importsnt  appro- 
prialtDn  bills.  Four  days  had  already  been  coniumed 
by  one  distinguished  gealleitisn,  [Mr.  Bili.,]  in  debating 
not  only  the  items  uf  the  bill,  but  in  reviewing  the 
Presidential  question. 

[The  CuAiKtaKl-it  wai  not  In  order  on  the  present 
queition  to  refer  to  what  wai  taking  place  on  another 
Mbjecl  before  tlie  House.] 

Mr.  p.  resumed.  He  had  only  done  aa  for  the  pur- 
pose ofihowing  the  improbahililv  of  gettins  the  present 
Bubjeet  up  in  the  Committee  or  the  Whole  during  the 
present  aession.  He  had  laid  that  four  day*  vere  eon- 
Mimed  discussing  one  item  of  the  billi  and  if  two  other 
nntlemen  should  take,  the  same  r*nge,  who  stood  in  dif- 
ferent rilation  to  that  gentleman,  there  would  be  four 
more  days  consumed  by  each;  and  if  it  was  lawful  far 
one  gentleman  to  consume  four  days,  it  certainly  was 
lawful  for  another  to  coniume  the  same  numbert  and 
they  had  but  three  working  daya  in  each  week:  then 
there  would  be  four  weeks  consumed  by  (hose  gentlemen. 
When,  then,  would  they  get  through  with  the  appro- 
priation bills,  and  when  would  they  get  an  opportunity 
to  take  up  the  bill  now  before  the  House  in  Cammiltee 
of  the  Whole?  To  his  mind,  they  ought  to  settle  the 
question  immedialely.  Was  the  bank  dead?  Certainly 
not.  Then  they  ought  to  act  most  efficiently  and  expe- 
ditiously. Suppose  the  clause  to  be  in  operation,  not  only 
authorizing  but  commanding  the  receiving  ofiicera  of 
the  Government  to  take  those  notes — 

[The  CaiiB  was  of  opinion  that  the  gentleman  was 
discussing  the  merits  ofthe  bill,  which  could  not  be  done 
on  a  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.] 

Mr.  P.  resumed.  He  had  merely  made  the  reference 
for  the  purpose  of  ihowing  the  importance  of  Immediate 
action,  and  to  show  that  unleas  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged,  no  action  at  all  could  be  had  du- 
ring the  present  sesiion.  He  would  further  atate  that, 
if  there  be  any  doubt  on  this^iuestion,  it  was  necessary 
that  tbe  House  should  decide  and  dissipate  it.  It  was 
singular,  however,  that  gentlemen  who  had  contended 
that  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  the  section  e:(plreil 
with  the  bill,  shouM  still  be  so  unwilling  for  action.  He 
would  BtMte  another  thing,  toshow  the  necessity  of  action. 
Suppose  Congress  was  to  rise  without  action,  the  Treas- 
ury Department  might  refuse  to  receive  those  notes, 
lawsuits  would  arise  from  the  very  circunutsncc  of  the 
bill  lying  over,  and  no  one  could  tell  the  number  of  liti- 
gations which  might  so  arise.  So  one  was  prepared  to 
■ay  what  the  declainn  of  the  courts  might  be  on  tbe  sub- 
ject; then,  if  there  was  doubt  in  regard  lo  it,  hence  arisci 
the  neceasily  of  deciding  it  at  once.  Without  pretending 
Id  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  had  submilled 
these  remarks  Iik  show  the  necessity  fur  action,  and  lo 
■how  that  if  the  question  remained  where  it  now  wa?,  it 
could  never  be  reached  this  scsiion.  Tlie  question  then 
was,  shall  the  subject  remain  where  It  cannot  be  reached 
this  sessiun,  or  shall  the  committee  b;  discharged,  and 
let  it  receive  the  immediate  action  of  the  Housef 

Upon  the  motion  reported  from  Hie  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  discharge  the  Committee  uf  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union  from  the  further  cunaiderulion 
of  the  hill  repealing  tbe  14th  section  of  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  subacribera  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtcs,  of  April,  1816, 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Pennsylvania,  nid  that,  the  yeas  and 
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nays  being  now  about  to  be  called,  he  could  not  forego 
the  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  In  explanation  of 
the  vote  which  he  expected  to  give  upon  this  question- 
Much  time  has  been  already  consumed  in  the  debate 
upon  this  quealion,  and  he  would  not  occupy  any  furtber 
the  time  ofthe  Houae,  were  it  not  that  he  dilTered  from 
some  of  his  friends  who  had  spoken  upon  the  propriety 
ofthe  disposition  which  was  to  be  given  to  this  proposi- 
tion. The  question  is,  whether  you  will  dtscharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  ofs  bill 
proposing  to  repeal  the  t4th  section  of  tbe  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  year  1816,  incorporating  the  subacriben  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  State*,  ao  that  It  may  come 
directly  into  the  House  for  their  actioni  or  whether  you 
will  keep  the  subject,  to  be  deliberated  upon  and  dis- 
cussed, first  in  the  committee,  and  aflerwards  leave  it  to 
be  discussed  and  acted  upon  a  second  time  in  the  House. 
Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  this  proposition.  It  has  been  Indi- 
cated frara  the  Chair  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  go  Into 
tbe  merits  of  this  question,  further  than  to  show  the 
reasons  for  the  proper  direction  of  thia  simple  proposi- 
tion. I  am  in  favor  ofthe  motion  to  diaohai^  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  firit,  and  principally,  to  the  end 
that  it  may  facilitate  the  detpatch  of  dm  bniincM  of  this 
Houae.  Ho  aaid  we  have  now  been  In  session  between 
three  and  four  months,  and  he  had  yet  lo  team  what 
ImpoKant  bills  of  a  general  import  had  received  tbe 
final  action  of  this  House.  The  time  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing when  it  has  been  more  than  once  declared  upon  tbii 
floor,  and  when  it  is  expected,  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  House,  that  Congress  will  a<1journ;  and  he  could 
not,  by  hii  vote,  consent  that  the  time  of  the  House 
should  be  exhsustEd  upon  thia  motion,  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  more  important  busineu,  interesting  to  tbe 
nation  at  large.  If,  said  he,  we  can  form  an  opinion 
of  the  time  which  the  prolonged  discussion  of  the  lub- 
ject  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  would  occupy,  from 
the  readiness,  and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  aay  ao,  the 
eagerness,  which  was  already  manifeated  to  go  into  (he 
whole  merits  of  the  vexed  question  connected  with  the 
bank,  it  was  impoMible  to  fbrcKe  to  what  extent  the 
debate  may  be  carried  out. 

But  again.  Where  is  the  pressing  necessity  for  refu- 
sing to  bring  this  bill  immediately  into  the  House  for 
their  deliberation?  There  is  a  rule,  that  all  procee^nga 
touching  the  appropriation  of  money  ffndl  be  Rrst  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  In  order  that  the 
greatest  latitude  may  be  given  to  the  conaideration  of 
that  class  ofaubjectSi  but  there  is  another  rule,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  committee  shall  be  subject  to  the 
government  of  the  aame  rules  that  the  House  la,  except 
so  &raathey  relate  lo  the  limitation  ofthe  time  of  speak- 
ing, and  except  that  the  previous  question  cannot  be 
called  in  the  committee. 

I'he  operation  of  ibese  rule*  wilt  give  lo  the  House,  ai 
I  ajipreheml,  the  beneHt  of  all  tbe  discussion  and  expla- 
nation which  will  be  neceasary  to  the  full  and  proper 
understandinK  of  the  bearing*  and  merits  of  the  bill  in 
question.  Various  opinions  are  entertained  as  to  tbe 
importance  of  the  bill  to  be  acted  on;  some  gentlemen 
being  of  opinion  that  the  passage  of  it  is  altagethrr  un- 
necessary. 1'hat  is  a  matter  which  I  waive  for  the 
present)  but  whether  important  or  not,  there  is  not  a 
member  who  nuiy  not  be  able  to  farm  hli  opinion,  and 
to  give  his  vote,  from  a  brief  examination  of  tbe  matter, 
and  from  the  discussion  to  be  given  In  the  House.  The 
14lli  section  of  the  act  proposed  (o  be  repealed  is  in 
the  following  words:  "That  the  hilts  or  notes  ofthe  said 
incorporation  (the  bank)  originally  made  payable,  or 
which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demand,  shall  be 
receivable  in  all  payment*  to  the  United  State*,  uoleae 
otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress."  The  bank 
charter  baying  expired  on  the  3d  of  Harah  last,  it  il 
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■uppoied  that  IhoM  billi  or  the  old  Bank  of  the  Unilcil 
Slutei  ought  not  to  be  coniidered  any  longer  >  tegd 
tender  to  ihe  Government  for  debt*  wliich  may  be  due 
and  owing  rrom  indiriduilii  but  that  ihuae  bills  ahould 
remain  upon  the  ume  fonling  wilh  Ihe  nutei  of  olbcr 
bankaat  (o  the  legality  of  the  lender;  and,  in  order  to 
remove  att  doubia  which  may  exist  a<  to  the  efTect  of 
that  uction,  Ihe  bill  under  conaideration  i>  introduced, 
providing  ihat  the  laid  14lh  acctian  ahall  be  repealed. 
Believing  that  the  meriti  of  (hia  bill  will  be  reached,  and 
that  ample  opportunity  be  afforded  in  Ihe  Houie,  with 
•nme  economy  of  time,  to  understand  and  deliberate 
upon  Ihe  iubject,  and  not  being  at  fiberly  to  examine 
and  diieuai  further  Ibe  uae  or  piopriety  of  the  bill  iiielf, 
in  Ihii  ttage  of  ila  congide ration,  I  leave  it,  with  the 
thort  explanation  of  my  viewi  upon  the  immediate  quet- 
tion  before  the  Houu. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  had  thought  of  voting  againat  the  prop- 
oiition  before  the  Uoute,  but  a  little  rcBection  had 
brought  him  to  the  concluaion  that  he  ihouli]  vote  the 
other  way.  He  w*i  of  opinion  Ihat  it  wai  not  a  matter 
of  ao  much  coniequence,  becauie  he  did  not  think  the 
bill!  of  the  lale  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  a  legal  tender 
by  virtue  of  (he  14th  aeclion  of  the  bank  charter.  So 
believinjf,  he  thought  it  of  no  lort  of  coniequence  whe- 
ther they  pasicd  the  bill  or  not.  On  the  oilier  hand,  if 
the  officer!  of  the  Government  were  in  doubt,  and  it  wai 
likely  to  create  any  confuiion,  it  might  be  neceoary  to 
pan  il.  He  had  not  heard  any  particular  rcaiona  urged 
why  il  ahould  be  taken  from  the  Committee  of  (he 
IK'hole,  and  no  very  alrcng  one  in  favor  of  i(*  remaining 
with  them.  Vatioui  reaaani  which  bad  been  urged  were 
of  very  little  contequencei  and  the  hard  namea  which 
had  been  urged  aninit  (he  bank  had  al  Utile  influence 
trilh  him  now  as  TierElofore.  Some  had  said  that  (he 
bank  WM  a  moniteri  olhera,  (hat  it  wai  not  deadi  and 
the  gentleman  from  Hew  York  [Ur.  Hisn]  had  quoted 
a  very  high  authority  to  prove  that  it  could  not  die  be- 
cauae  it  had  no  aoul.  Thit  wu  the  Grit  time  he  had 
been  informed  that  a  body  could  not  die  wilboul  being 
poiKiKd  of  a  loul.  Another  gentleman  had  told  Ihem 
that  the  ghoat  of  the  old  moniter  liad  returned.  Wbai! 
the  Rboat  ofa  being  who  had  nu  ioul7  The  bank  could 
notdie,aayi  one  gentleman,  because  illiad  nniouli  but, 
says  another,  it  i*  dead,  and  its  ghost  is  here  in  this  hall. 
But,  aays  one,  the  old  lad;  ii  here  again.  Why,  this 
bank  had  only  been  chartered  twenty  years,  and  he 
hoped  no  gentleman  would  be  so  uncoiirteoui  as  to  ap- 
ply that  odious  word  "old  lady"  to  a  being  who  had  not 
existed  over  twenly  years.  I'he  gentleman  from  Con- 
Dccticut  [Mr.  Jddsok]  had  told  (bem  (hat  the  bank  was 
Ian  odioui  monopoly,  and  i(  ought  (o  be  put  down.  Yes, 
it  waa  dead,  and  its  ghosl  herei  and  ii  was  an  odiuua 
iDooopoly,  and  gentlemen  wished  still  to  put  i(  down, 
because  it  waa  in  accordance  with  the  people's  will.  It 
waa  true,  the  people  bsd  willed  its  death,  out  i(  was  not 
permitted  to  rest  at  peace  in  its  f  rave,  but  was  slitl  pur* 
wed  by  it*  desperate  persecutors.  But  (he  people 
willed  its  death,  il  was  true,  and  the  people  also  wilied 
its  lifet  yet  so  much  respect  had  he  for  tne  wilt  of  the 
people,  that  he  would  not  now  vote  to  rechirter  another 
bank,  however  favorable  he  might  be  to  one,  because 
Ihe  public  voice  was  againit  it.  But,  air,  this  thing 
which  was  killed  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  waa  made 
by  It. 

b^The  Cnua  remarked  that  (he  present  wis  simply  a 
ttiDlion  to  discharge  the  Commiilee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  subject,  and  ibat  the  genllemin  wu  evidently  taking 
too  wide  a  range  in  hia  remarks.] 

Hr.  B.  returned.  Well,  air,  (be  monater  was  dead, 
and  the  charter  expired,  and  he  held  (hat  the  leclion 
which  made  thrac  bills  a  legal  tender  bad  expired  with 
the  other  provisions  of  the  charlcri  and  (here  wai  no 


reaion  why  (he  bill  ihoikid  have  a  preference  over  other 
billst  but,  aa  there  were  some  daubta  on  Ihe  subject,  it 
might  be  aa  well  In  act  on  the  queslion,  and  settle  thcM 
doubtt,  and  it  might  as  well  be  acted  on  now  aa  at  any 
olher  time.  He  had,  (hereforr,  come  to  Ihe  conclusion 
to  vole  to  take  it  out  of  Commiitee  of  (he  Whokt  but 
he  hoped  that  those  who  mi|!h(  differ  from  him  in  Dpin> 
ion,  and  those  who  might  differ  in  opinion  from  o'her 
gentlemen,  might  be  permilled  to  eipress  their  views 
on  the  bill,  without  being  cut  off  by  that  familiar  mon- 
ster, more  dangerous  to  the  fi  eedom  of  debate  than  the 
old  bank  ever  cauld  be  to  (he  freedom  of  the  country. 
He  was  somewhat  surprised  to jiesf. gentlemen  say  ihey 
were  ready  and  willing  to  move  the  previous  quetlkm. 
When  the  previous  question  was  perveited  by  Ihe  pow- 
er of  party.  It  was  one  of  the  most  odious  and  detealablo 
instruments  ever  introduced  into  any  deliberitive  body 
on  earth. 

Hr.  HARPER  wished  merely  to  state  hia  reasonx,  a* 
the  yeas  and  nayt  had  been  ordered,  for  voting  against 
bringing  the  aubjeet  out  of  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
tt  waa  this  eternal  attempt  to  ride  one  porlion  of  the 
business  over  another,  which  created  so  much  conlusiun, 
and  consumed  so  much  of  Hie  (ime  of  the  Mouse.  A* 
to  (he  present  subject,  he  ciincrived  (hst  the  law  had 
been  dead  far  a  month,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
Ihe  notes  ahould  be  offered  >s  a  legsl  (ender  for  any 
thing.  Believing  that  Ihe  public  could  sustain  no  lost,  he 
could  see  no  necessity  for  speedy  action  on  (he  question. 
A  bill  of  the  utmoM  impurtance  waa  now  before  themi 
and  yet  it  waa  desired  to  make  (his  bill  ride  over  that. 
He  repeated  that  (bis  sorl  of  procedure  vas  calculated 
to  delay  the  business  of  the  House,  and  to  create  confu- 
sion;  and  hence  the  reason  that  Ihe  House  had  done 
nothingi  and  so  long  as  that  syalem  continued,  the  House 
would  do  nothing.  This  dead  monster,  who  bad  called 
forth  tlie  whole  influence  of  one  parly  to  wage  wsr 
against  It,  could  not  be  permitted  to  rest  in  its  gravet  it 
moil  have  Ihe  last  kick. 

(The  Chaix  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he  could 
not  enter  Into  (he  meri(s  of  the  question.] 

Mr.  H.  resumed.  Would  (he  country  sus(ain  any  in- 
juryJ  It  could  sustain  nonet  >nd  all  tliat  could  be  done 
was  to  give  a  few  additional  blows  to  the  bank.  But  his 
principal  objeclion  was,  that  the  business  of  the  House 
ought  (o  go  on  in  regular  orderg  (he  interesi*  of  ihe 
country  called  for  it.  He  had  voted  agalnsl  all  motions 
to  Buspend  (lie  rules  of  Ihe  House.  He  was  anxious 
(hat  (he  House  should  go  on  regularly  with  its  biuiness. 
For  these  reasons  he  should  vote  against  taking  the  sub- 
ject out  of  the  Commiilee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GALUUAITH  wished  to  give  one  or  (wo  reasons 
for  the  vole  he  should  give.  He  thought  they  ought  to 
act  on  the  subjecl  imniedialely.  One  of  his  colleagut* 
[Mr.  iHoaESDLL]  had  said  (hat  the  14ih  section  was  en- 
tirely Inoperative;  yet  he  argued  that  the  pieseiil  bill 
ought  not  (o  pass.  But  Mr.  G.  (houghl,  as  (here  waa 
doubt  about  il,  (he  bill  should  pass.  Some  lisd  said 
that  the  bank  was  dead,  but  others  thought  diflcrendyt 
and  the  people  of  the  country  might  collect  up  (he  note* 
of  that  bank  under  the  impression  that  Ihey  wcie  a  legal 
tender,  and  might  in  consequence  suffer  inconvenience. 
This  being  the  case,  he  thought  (he  hill  ought  to  pass, 
and  without  delay.  The  different  arguments  of  gentle- 
men bad  made  It  aalisractory  (o  him  tliat  (he  bill  should 
be  taken  up  and  passed  speedily)  and,  also,  as  it  could  * 
do  no  harm,  and  miglit  do  s  great  deal  of  good,  it  ought 

Mr.  DAVIS  regretted  that  thia  debate  bad  (sLen  so 
wide  a  range;  fcr  it  did  seem  to  him  to  be  a  timple  ques- 
tion whether  the  subject  sliould  be  taken  from  Ihe  Lorn. 
mittee  of  the  Whole  and  brought  Into  (he  House.  The 
bill  could  be  acted  on  juil  as  veil  in  (be  House  a*  in 
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CoiBmittee  of  the  Who)«,  and  vmild  be  tubject  lo  the 
Teiy  nnte  rulei.  If  it  wai  DeccNarj'  lo  act  ftt  >ll,  they 
ibould  act  ipeedily.  Thtre  appckrcd  to  be  ■  great  dit- 
pMition  with  lome  ^ntlemen  lo  debkte  In  that  Houie, 
■nd  a  ^eat  dread  of  the  fpg-Uw,  tli«  previoui  queation. 
Now,  if  tho>e  genllenen  would  turn  their  eyea  to  their 
own  wde  or  the  Houae,  ihey  would  find  (hat  at  ieait 
two  tbirdt  of  Ihe  time  of  the  Hnuae  wai  occupied  by  op- 
poaiiton  speBkeni  yet  the  majority  were  accuied  of 
■printing  the  previous  <|ueition,  and  al*o  of  attowing  no 
buiincM  to  be  done.  Thia  wii  a  alnnge  contradict  ion. 
He  understood  the  nature  of  the  prerioui  question  to  be 
10  cat  off  useless  debate)  because,  e*en  the  freedom  of 
debate  miglit  be  abused)  and  whenever  it  was,  in  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  the  Houie,  then  it  should  be  ap- 
plied. The  present  bill  was  neceHsry,  bo  itiat  the  Uni- 
ted Ststes  Bank  should  have  nu  other  corporate  powers 
than  that  of  any  other  banki  therefore,  he  should  role 
for  bringing  the  subject  immediately  before  tbe  House, 
*ad  aeiing  on  i(. 

Mr.  BEARDSLET  Said  that  the  fourteenth  section 
of  the  bank  charter  made  tbe  notes  of  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  a  legal  lender,  in  all  payments  lo  the  Gor- 
ernment.  The  charter  hsd  expired,  and  perhaps  the 
operation  of  that  aection  expired  with  ilj  but  upon  that 
tubjeel  doubts  geemed  lo  exist,  in  eonsequenee  of  a  de- 
cision, said  lo  have  been  made  by  Judge  Marshall. 
There  seemed  to  be  some  reasoii  to  doubt,  then,  wheth- 
er the  section  hsd  expired  with  Ihe  bill)  therefore,  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  a  law,  lo  clear  up  those  doubts. 
The  House  should  not  Irave  the  country  under  the  sup- 
portion  thst  these  bills  were  a  legal  tender,  and  that 
they  would  be  received  by  tbe  collectors  and  receivers. 
There  should  benohesilalion)  the  doubts  ahould  be  dissi- 
pated, and  the  public  ofRcers  ahould  know  what  to  dot 
and  if  these  noies  were  not  entitled  loa  preference,  the 
subject  ought  to  he  disposed  of  by  a  vole  ofCongren. 
It  was  said  a  great  principle  was  involved  in  the  four- 
teemb  section,  and  Ihat  it-  ought  to  be  kept  in  a  place 
where  it  could  have  full  discussion. 

[Mr.  RaiD  Foee  to  a  point  of  order.  He  said  if  the 
gentleman  went  on  with  his  remarks^  the  whole  subject 
would  be  opened  up  for  disousMon. 

The  Caaik  said  be  was  just  about  infarmtiig  the 
gentleman  that  the  merits  of  ihe  question  could  not  be 
discussed.] 

Mr.  B.  did  not  intend  lo  violate  tbe  rules.  He  in- 
tended merely  to  suggest  what  seemed  to  him  good 
leasons  why  they  should  act  on  the  rabject  promptly, 
and  dissipste  th<He  doubts  in  relation  to  Ihe  construction 
of  the  14th  section.  IF  the  subject  remained  in  oom- 
mlltee,  there  ws*  no  opportunity  to  get  it  speedily 
pasard.  He  had  heard  comptainis  there  of  the  applica- 
tion of  Ihe  previous  quealion.  In  relstion  to  that,  he 
bad  only  to  remark  Ihst  those  who  had  been  in  the 
House  for  a  few  yesrs  would  recollect  that  there  was 
not  so  much  dread  ofihe  previous  queilion  when  those 
gentleioen  who  now  complained  oF  it  were  in  the  ma- 
joriiy.  All  would  recollect  thst  the  bill  to  reoharter 
this  very  same  bank  was  psssed  under  the  previous 
question)  and  by  (he  very  same  (gentlemen  who  now 
complain  of  the  operslion  uf  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHtTB,  of  Kentucky,  warned  a  certain  interest 
in  thai  House  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
adoption  of  Ibis  precedent.  It  would  be  Ihe  entering 
Wedge  for  similar  motions  upon  questions  of  vital  im- 
portance, and  the  rights  of  the  minority  would  be  sub- 
verted by  the  exercise  of  tliat  engine  of  tyranny,  the 
previous  question. 

What  good,  he  would  ask,  coulil  possibly  result  from 
the  adoption  of  the  nwtton.'  I'heonty  reason  given  was 
thst  tbe  passage  of  the  bill  might  be  expedited.  Ttie 
chtiniMQ  of  tbe  Committee  of  Way*  and  Meatus  anil  itM 


gentleman  wbo  last  addressed  the  House,  had  not  ex- 
plained how  and  in  wtut  manner  this  bill  was  lo  be  car- 
ried through.  Wby  did  they  not  tell  the  whole  lalef 
Why  did  they  not  thow  their  hands,  and  admit  the  real 
inlention  in  moving  to  discharge  Ihe  committeeF  Here- 
pealed  that  Ihe  object  contemplated  was  to  hurry  Ihil 
bill  through  by  calling  that  odious  engine  of  tyranny, 
Ihe  previous  queslion,  which  operated  at  an  abridgment 
of  the  constitutional  rights  oF  the  minority.  The  previ- 
ous question  could  not  be  moved  in  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole.  It  waa  Ibere,  and  there  alone,  that  free  dis- 
cusaion  could  be  had,  and  it  wa*  intended  very  properly 
as  a  eheck  upon  the  oaprice  of  the  House;  and  it  waa 
there  that  all  important  measures  should  be  first  de- 
liberately considered,  and  prepared  for  the  Bnal  action 
of  the  House. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  North  Csrolins  {Hr.  SriiaST] 
hsd  asked  what  reason  there  waa  to  suppose  that  tin 
previous  queation  would  be  demanded  upon  this  occa- 
sion. He  would  ask  that  gentleman  why  they  expected 
that  the  sun  would  shine  to-morrowr  Why,  simply  be- 
cause it  had  shone  to-day  and  yesterday.  Upon  a  For*  . 
mer  oceaaion,  a  pledge  had  been  nude  in  committea 
that  Ihe  previous  quealion  would  not  he  moved  in  the 
House  on  a  particular  bill.  That  pledge  had-  been 
violated.  A  gentleman,  when  the  bill  came  into  the 
Houae,  alter  having  spoken  an  hour,  and  declared  that 
the  queslion  wss  very  plain,  concluded  by  very  politely 
moving  the  previous  question. 

After  a  few  additional  remarks  in  oppoaition  to  tbs 
principle  of  the  previous  question,  and  the  manner  la 
vbich  it  had  been  exercised,  he  oonoluded  by  expreas- 
ing  the  hope  lhat  tbe  motion  to  discbarge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  would  not  prevail. 

Hr.  BOON  remarked,  that  notwithstanding  the  lec- 
ture which  had  just  been  delivered  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Ur.  Warn,]  he,  Mr.  B.,  was  a  previ- 
ous question  msni  and  as  to  the  pledges  lo  wbich 
reference  was  made,  that  ihe  previoua  question  should 
not  be  demanded  upon  a  particular  bill,  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  it,  and  desired  to  be  excluded  from  all  such 
pledges.  There  never  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  more  fit 
occasion  than  the  present  for  enforcing  the  previoui 
question.  If  the  people  of  the  country  could  be  pres- 
ent, and  wilneat  the  useless  debates  in  that  House,  they 
would  themselves  demand  tbe  previous  question  mora 
often  than  it  waa  dune  by  members  on  that  floor,  Th« 
motion  before  the  House  was  a  preliminary  one.  It 
was  simply  whether  a  measure  should  be  discussed,  if  at 
all,  in  commiltee  or  In  Ihe  House.  He  was  for  coming 
up  lo  the  point;  he  would  toe  the  mark)  and,  ia  order 
"'  once  to  setlle  this  unimporlanl  preliminary  question, 
hicb  was  occupjing  unnecessarily  the  time  of  th* 
□use,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 
The  motion  was  seconded  :  Ayei  115,  noes  66. 
Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayi  oa 
the  previous  qutslioni  which  were  ordered,  end  werei 
yiAS— Menrs.  Ailams,  Anihoiiy,  Ash,  Barton,  Besle, 
Bean,  Deardstey,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Uovee,  Bnyd,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breieng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Uoffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cnahman,  Davii%  I>ict> 
erson,  Doubledny,  Dmmgoole,  Efner,  Fairileld,  Fsriin, 
Forester,  French,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Otlbrailh,  Gillet, 
Orsntland,  Haley,  J,  Hall,  Hsmer,  Hannegan,  9.  9, 
Harrison,  A.  (i.  Hsrrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Henderson,  Hiealer,  Holsey,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  lngii*m,  J.  Jackson,  Jarvis, 
J.  Johnson,  B.  H.  Johnson,  C.  Johnaon,  H.  Johnson, 
B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingenimith,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, O.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Thomas  Lce,  Lennard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  LucdS,  A.  Mann,  J.  Manti,  Manning,  Martin,  J. 
•■   -ison,  W.  Mason,  H.  Mason.  May,  HcCarty,  HcKayy 
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IIcKean,  HcKin,  McLene,  Montgomery.  Morgui,  Huh  - 
lenberg,  Owcni,  Parker,  Parki,  Pttlenon,  Fimnklin 
Pierce,  D.  J.  Pe»rce,  Pettlprew,  Phclpi,  John  Hey- 
ntXii,  JoMph  RejnuldB,  Ripley,  Rotne,  Rogen,  Sohenck, 
Seymour,  Shinn,  Sicklei,  Smith,  Speight,  ThoniM, 
John  Tbomiar),  Tairni,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
Vmderpoel,  Wigener,  W»rd,  Wirdwell,  Webiter, 
Weeki— 135. 

NiiB—Umrt.  GhiKon  Atlin,  Hemin  Allen,  Aihiey, 
lUiley,  B«nki,  Bell,  Bond,  Brigfi,  John  Oilhoon,  Wil- 
YUxa  B.  Cillioun,  Cirter,  George  Chimben,  John  Chim- 
ben,  NalhaniEl  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Dkr- 
Knrlon,  Deberry,  Dennf,  Erini,  BTerett,  Pbilo  C.  Fuller, 
Jamei  Garland,  Hice  Garland,  Glaacock,  Granger,  Gr«Te*, 
GravKin,  Crcnnell,  Qrifiin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin. 
Harian,  Harper,  Hizeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Inger*all,  Jane^ 
Jenifer,  John  W.  Jonei,  Lawrence,  L>y,  Luke  Lea,  Lin- 
coln, Lyon,  Sanuon  Maton,  tlaury,  UcCamaa,  HcKen- 
BUI,  Milligkn,  Horrif,  Palton,  Phiilipi,  Pickena,  Reed, 
Bobertaon,  Rumell,  AuguMine  H.  Shepperd,  Spangler, 
Steele,  Btorer,  Tiliarerro,  Waddy  Thompion,  Vinton, 
While,  Whittleaey,  Lewia  Wiltiami,  Sbeirud  Williana, 
WiK— 7S. 

So  the  Houic  determined  lliat  the  main  queation  be 
BOW  put)  which  wai  decided  as  rallowa; 

Yiii— Henri.  Anthony,  Aih,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Bocker,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bover,  Boyd,  Brigga, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Camhreltng,  Carr,  Ca- 
(ey.  Chancy,  Chapman,  Cbapifl,  Uhilda,  Cleveland,  Cof- 
fce.  Cole*,  Connor,  Craig  Cramer,  Cuabnwn,  Divia, 
Dickeraon,  Doiibleday,  Uromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield, 
Fkriin,  Forester,  French,  Phllo  C.  Fuller,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Galbraitb,  J.  Garland,  Qillet,  Glaacock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Himer,  Hannegaii, 
8*muel  a,  Harriaon,  Albert  G.  Harriion,  Kawei,  Haw- 
kins, Hsynea,  Henderson,  Hieiler,  Holtey,  Hopkiua, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunliman,  Ingham,  Jubf  i 
Jtekaon,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Klchard,  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnion,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jonea,  ILennon, 
Kpteore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,L*nsing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee, 
Joabtw  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Abiiah  Hann,  Job  Uann,  Manning,  Uartin,  John 
T.  HiHin,  William  Uaaon,  Moaea  Hason,  Usy,  HcCarly, 
McKay  HeKeon,  UcKiin,UcLene.  Hi>nlgamery,H<>rgan, 
MorrLa,  Uyhlenberg,  Owens,  Psge,  Parker,  Parks,  Palter- 
■on,Pmnktin  pierce,  DuteeJ.  Fearer,  Pettlgrew,  Phelpi, 
iohnReynoldi,Joaeph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rugert, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Augustine  H.  Bhepperd,  Shinn, 
Biokles,  Smith,  Spanglcr,  Speight,  Siandeter,  Storer, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Town*,  Turnrr,  TurriU,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wageotr,  Ward,  Wardwell.  Webater,  Week* 
_138. 

Nits— Mesara.  Adima,  Chilton  Allan,  Aaliley,  Bailey, 
Bond,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Q.  Cham- 
ber*, J.  Ghambera,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin, 
Cnahlng,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Evana,  Revere 1 1, 
B.  Garland,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayaon,  Griffin,  Hard, 
Btnlin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingcraoll, 
Janea,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea, 
Lincoln,  8.  Maaon,  Uaury,  UcComaa,  HcKennan,  Uilli- 
gan,  Patlon,  Phillips,  Beed,  Boberlson,  Ruaaell,  Steele, 
TaliaTern^  W.  Tliompson,  Underwood,  Vintoo,  White, 
Whittkaey,  L.  Wiiliaina,.S.  Williams— 57. 

So  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union  was  diacharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  referred  Id. 

■r.  CAHBRF.LENG  asked  that  the  Clerk  should  read 
»  letter  which  he  sent  to  Ihe  Chair  Irom  the  cashier  of 
one  of  tbe  deposits  banka  in  Bustun  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  II  would  be  leen  that  Ihe  branch  bank 
M  Boaton  had  reluaed  to  rednem  the  nulei  of  the  other 
brtnehes  of  the  Bank  or  the  United  States,  while  tbe 
depoaite  bank*  wer«  compelled  to  rccciTC  tbcm  in  pay. 


ment  of  bonds.  Ha  aald  he  had  Dot  bee*  perilled  un- 
der tbe  rule  to  go  into  thia  explanation  be&re,  but  he 
would  now  atatelbit,  ifolher  branchea  atMUld  act  in  the 
same  way,  tbe  nolea  of  the  inlerlor  branches  muat  aoon 
be  in  Ihe  handa  of  Ihe  brokers,  from  whom  they  would 
be  purchaaed  at  a  discount,  and  merely  for  the  purpoae 
of  paying  bonds.  If  the  other  branchea  followed  lbi« 
example,  tbe  nolea  of  the  United  Sutea  issued  in  the  in- 
terior would  be  etnployed  entirely  lor  ihia  purpoae.  If 
such  may  be  the  condition  of  things  on  the  Atlantic,  it 
might  well  be  imagined  what  embarraaamenla  would  e>- 
iit  at  our  land  offjeei  in  the  interior.  But  if  all  the 
branches  act  sa  the  branch  in  Boaton  is  represented  to 
have  done,  and  refuse  to  redeem  all  notes,  except  thoee 
iaaued  at  their  offleea,  where,  he  asked  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Hassachuaetti,  [Mr.  AnaM*,]  and  of  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Ii(9aa.s«LL,]  where  were  the 
notes  of  branches  no  longer  in  existence  to  be  redeem- 
ed? He  was  surprised  at  the  oppoaitloa  to  this  meaaurei 
a  wmilar  one  was  adopted  in  1  StS,  almost,  be  might  even 
aay  quite,  unanimoualy  \  but  he  hoped  that,  when  thequea- 
lion  waa  properly  underatood,  the  Houae  would  aee  the 
propriety  of  acting  promptly  in  repealing  the  aeelioD, 
and  relDDvlng  all  doubt  upon  Ihe  auhject. 

The  following  ts  tbe  Utter  referred  to: 
Com/  of  a  letter  from  tht  catkitr  of  Ott  Commfmutellh 

Bank  of  Button  to  Ihi  Sttrttari/  of  the  Treatitry,  daltd 

Batlon,  March  IS,  183E. 

Sis;  Voura  of  the  14th  instant  is  at  hand.  In  answer 
to  the  last  parigraph,  viz:  "I  will  Ihank  you  to  inform 
me  how,  and  in  tibat  case,  the  question  can  arlae  in  your 
bank,  as  it  hai  been  presumed  that  the  paymenta  for  dit- 
ties have  been  and  will  be  paid  chiefly,  if  not  cnlirel]', 
by  checks  on  your  own,  or  other  city  banka." 

Heretofore,  the  branch  bank  in  thin  oily  has  redeemed 
the  bills  of  the  United  States  Bank,  drawn  here  by  regu- 
lar course  of  busineas,  consequently  rruklng  them  equal 
to  the  city  bank  bills;  being,  therefore,  no  dilTerence  Ib- 
vslur,  tbe  piymenta  to  Government  hive  been  made 
generally  in  cliecki  and  bills  of  Ihe  city  banks.  But  Ihi* 
branch  of  the  United  Slalea  Bank  now  refused  to  re- 
deem any  bill  but  of  their  own  itaue,  and  consequently 
every  other  city  bank  refuaet  to  receive  them.  Thia 
depreciate*  in  value  all  the  United  Slates  bills  isaued 
'  etacwberr,  and  they  must  be  negotiated  by  brokers,  and 
purchased  fur  tbe  purpose  of  paying  debts  due  to  the 
Government.  The  rale  of  exchange  will  probably  cause 
them  to  be  remitted  ftum  one  city  to  anothrr,  when 
,  money  is  scarce,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  Ihe 
bund  payers,  to  whom  they  will  be  equal  to  specie,  al- 
though payable  at  a  distant  part  of  ihe  country,  and  for 
'  nil  other  purposes  of  leas  value.  U  was  to  guard,  if  poa- 
sihle,  agamst  thia  probable  contingency,  that  1  addressed 
tbe  Department. 

Respect  fully, 

CHARLES  HOOD,  Cethur. 

After  some  conversation  belwrea  iUtsan.  ADAUS, 
CAHBRELENO,  and  the  CHAIIt,  as  to  tbe  position 
which  the  bill  occupied,  since  the  vole  discharging  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  its  consideration,  tbeliour 
arrived  for  prooeedlng  with  tbe  special  order  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  CAUBRELENG,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Comm'ittce  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hakib  in  tbe  chair,  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  Ihe 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

The  question  being  on  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  BiUi  l« 
strike  out  tlie  following  clauae: 

*■  For  improvement  and  neceaaary  repalra  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampahire,  aixty-seven  thou- 
sand dollars. " 
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Mr.  BELL  raumed  bii  remwka  on  ths  Mibjcet,  uhI, 
■lUr  tpeakiagtboul  three  houn,  conoludedbythuikinf 
Ibe  eammitlce  for  tbe  indulgence  wbich  lliey  lud  ex- 
tended to  him  during  hii  protracted  remark*. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virglnii,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
:,  and  the  Houie  adjourned. 


TBuBiDXT,  Hiaca  34. 
CONTESTED  ELBCTrON. 

The  HouK  then,  puraiint  to  the  reiolulion  adopted 
«D  Saliir^y,  the  IStli  of  Uareb,  proceeded  to  the  ood- 
■ideration  of  the  special  order,  being;  the  report  of  the 
Committee  or  Glecliou  on  the  contested  election  Tor 
the  twelfth  conercuional  diitrict  of  North  Ctrolina. 

The  report  of  the  majoriij  of  the  committee  *u  in 
favor  of  tbe  petitioner,  David  Newland,  and  concluded 
by  the  follovini;  reaolutioni 

"RuBUed,  That  Jamca  Oraham  ia  not  entitled  to  a 
■eat  in  this  Houie,  and  that  David  Newland  ia  entitled 
to  a  aeat  in  Ihia  Houae." 

Ifr.  ORAHAU  moved  the  foUowing  amendment  there- 
to: Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "reiolvod,"  andinaert 
the  following; 

"  Ttiat  tbe  depoaitioni  which  have  been  communicated 
t«  the  Houte  by  (he  Speaker,  and  laid  on  Ibe  table,  lince 
Ibe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  waa  made, 
wherever  taken  upon  due  notice,  may  be  received  by  the 
Houae  u  teitimony  in  (hi*  cue,"  (concludiog  by  the 
mine*  of  the  volerk) 

Hr.  NaVKin  (the  petitioner)  hoped  hia  honora- 
ble opponent  would  furniah  *ome  reaaona  why  the  reao- 
Intion  ahould  be  atricken  out.  He  did  not  riae  to  make 
■  ipeecb.  but  merely  to  invoke  the  Houae  not  lo  adopt 
tbe  reaolution  of  the  aiiting  member,  unleaa  come  good 
»nd  auffioient  reaaona  could   be  given  by  him  for  ao 

Mr.'wiLLlAUS.  of  North  Carolina,  Cklled  for  the 
yeaa  and  nay*  on  the  queationt  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  HcKAY  inquired  if  thoae  depoaitioni  had  alt  been 
taken  aince  Ibe  committee  refuaed  the  applieation  for 
fiirlher  time,  becauae  if  they  were  laken  lubiequenlly  to 
that  refuaal,  he  ahould  think  the  Houae  would  not  be 
diiptieed  to  conaider  them  as  part  of  the  evidence  in  the 
caie.  He  aliouhl  alao  be  glad  to  know  whetlier  the 
notice*  for  taking  that  teatimony  were  given  before  Ibe 
deeiuon  oF  the  oommlttec,  or  aubaequenlly. 

Mr.  OBAHAM  (the  titting  member)  atated  that  the 
notice  waa  given  after  the  coremiltee  bad  reftiaed  further 
time.  The  committee  refuaed  time  about  the  middle  of 
January.  The  comraitlee  aaid  the  application  for  time 
muatbamadein  writing.  He  gave  it  in  wrilingi  but  during 
Ihetimeitwaaunderconaideretion,  he(Hr.  G.)  wa& taken 
•iek,  and  remained  aick  about  ten  days  or  two  weekii 
and  about  the  laat  of  January  he  waa  informed  that  no 
more  deporitiona  would  be  received  by  the  committee. 
He  cnnaiiiered  it  an  act  of  groi*  injusticr,  not  only  to 
faiiMclf,  but  to  the  people  of  bii  diatrict,  and  he  reaolved 
on  taking  further  depoaitinns,  aitd  gave  notice  accord- 
ingly to  hia  agenta;  and  he  wai  ready  and  willing  to 
prove  that  the  petitioner  not  only  bad  ample  notice,  hut 
that  he  inatructed  Ilia  agenta  not  to  cros»«xamiiie  tlie 
witneaae*.  He  aaked  notbing  hut  alrkt  justice.  He 
did  not  aik  any  teatimony  to  be  received,  unleai  the 
petitioner  had  Kill,  ample,  and  aatiafaotory  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  taking  it.  Tbe  testimony  was  there 
lull  and  complete,  and  he  did  hope  that,  under  thoae 
oircumatanccs,  the  Houae  would  not  reject  the  testimony 
of  the  people  apeaking  in  their  own  behalf* 

Hr.  NawLA«D  said  the  notice  that  tbe  niting  mem- 
ber had  aerved  on  him  in  thla  case  waa  received  about 
tbe  34th  of  January,  a  full  half  monih  afier  the  cum- 
■itteo  bkd  decidtd  that  ibey  would  not  receive  aoy 


fiirther  testimony,  and  that  notice  called  upon  him  to  bo 
at  heme  in  eleven  dayifrom  thai  time,  for  the  purpoao 
of  croaa-examining  t)iose  witneases.  The  sitting  memr 
ber  hid  told  the  committee  and  the  Houae  that  a  pan. 
mount  duty  called  him  to  Waaliington  at  the  first  of  th4 
aenion.  He  (the  ^tilioner)  caote  on  also,  expecting 
that  no  further  testimony  would  be  takeni  the  subject 
came  up  in  committee,  and  not  a  word  wu  nid  by  th* 
littinK  member  about  further  timet  but  aRer  the  gentle- 
man had  examined  the  teatimony,  he  objected  to  it,  and 
Hr.  N.  never  knew  a  lawyer  to  object  to  teitimony  un- 
leaa it  waa  against  him.  Tbe  committee  told  the  gentle' 
man  he  could  not  have  further  time;  but  after  a  bslf 
month  had  eUpaed,  the  silting  member  gave  bim  notice 
that  he  intended  to  take  further  depositiona,  and  to  take 
depoaitions,  too,  at  places  some  hundred  miles  apart  on 
the  same  day,  He  thought  no  precedent  could  be  found 
for  this  kind  of  procedure.  Tbe  RentUmao  had  referred 
to  depositions  on  your  table,  ^hich  was  to  Mr.  N. 
perfectly  strange,  fijT  he  never  had  seen  them,)  by  which 
be  was  going  to  prove  that  the  petitioner  bad  not  only 
ample  notice,  but  that  he  bad  inatructed  bis  agents  not 
to  croia-eximine  the  witnesses.  Now,  the  truth  Wa% 
when  the  committee  decided  that  they  would  receive  no 
further  testimony,  Hr.  N.  had  received  a  letter  from 
a  friend  of  his,  who  said  he  bad  discovered  sever«l  il- 
legal votoa  which  were  given  to  the  sitting  member,  and 
asked  to  be  authorized  to  take  depoaitiona  to  prove  tbe 
facli  but  Hr.  N.frankly  informed  him  tbat  he  could  not 
authorize  him  to  take  further  teatimony.  Thia  wai  tbe 
truth,  and  the  whole  truth)  and  if  he  waa  to  be  cen> 
aured  for  scting  honestly,  it  was  his  misfortune,  not  his 
bult. 

Mr.  UAUBY  feared  that  gentlemen  labored  under  a 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  tbe  point  decided  by  tbe 
committee.  The  application  made  for  further  time  to 
take  depositions  waa  decided  against  tbe  sittiog  membert 
but  to  receive  the  depositions  now  before  them  was  a 
diatinci  proposition.  Tbe  ailtlng  member  aaked  to  be 
allowed  further  lime,  and  the  committee  refused  to 
grant  that  specific  application.  They  did  not  decide 
th*t  additional  testimony  would  not  be  received,  but 
thst  further  time  to  the  1st  of  Hareb  would  not  be  al- 
lowed, because  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  peti- 
tioner to  keep  him  on  expenses.  They  did  not  decide, 
that  if  teatimony  came  forward  in  tbe  mean  time,  taken 
under  the  laws  of  North  Carolina,  that  it  would  be  re- 
jected. Some  lime  in  January,  be  did  not  know  wheiher 
before  or  after  the  deciaion  of  Ihe  committee,  depositions 
taken  in  behalf  of  the  petitioner  were  received  by  the 
Bommittee.  But  suppose  the  commilice  decided  that 
no  further  time  would  be  allowed)  the  commilMe  was 
not  the  ultimate  arbiter  of  questions  of  that  kind<  the 
House  of  Sepresentalives  waa  Ihe  tribunal  before  whom 
Ihe  question  was  to  be  decided.  Sir,  Ihere  are  depoai- 
tiona which  had  been  lying  three  or  four  wceki  on  your 
table,  which  were  communicated  from  tbe  Speaker's 
chair,  and  the  House  had  ordered  them  to  be  printed) 
there  waa  teatimony  which  Ihe  sitting  member  had  aa- 
serled  waa  taken  In  conformity  to  the  lawa  of  North 
Carolint,  and  with  due  notice  given,  depositions  of  men 
of  chsracler,  not  to  be  impeached,  aiaerting  positive 
facts,  and  rsets  in  which  themselves  were  concerned) 
and  would  the  Houae  refuse  to  receive  it?  Would  the 
House  sanction  a  thing  of  thia  kind?  He  aaked,  why  had 
the  petitioner  written  to  his  agenta  not  to  attend  to 
crosa-examine  tbe  wtlncaaca?  Waa  he  apprehensive  that 
be  might  be  estopped?  If  thd  petitioner  came  there, 
claiming  a  aeat,  he  muat  think  be  waa  legally  entitled  lo 
il)  then  he  ought  to  be  in  favor  of  glviug  ample  range 
lo  the  taking  of  depoaitiona. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  aaid,  if  the  prexnt 
Msendmant  waa  adopted,  it  would  cut  off  Ihe  conolusjon 
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to  which  (he  commiltee  hid  eome.  He  wmnted  to  hear 
all  the  teitimony  be  powlbty  could,  to  came  la  •  correct 
concluiiont  but  he  wn  not  in  hror  of  cutting  off  the 
concluiion  to  vhich  the  committee  had  coma  by  thi« 
•mend me nt.  He  hoped  ■  lepirtle  proposition  would 
be  made,  ao  u  to  le«Te  the  cotnmittee'i  report  m  it  vu. 
He  winled  to  Tote  lh*t  ill  the  depositioni  be  liken 
which  could  be  taken)  btit  be  wanted  to  vole  on  a  icpa- 
rate  prnpotition,  ao  that  the;  would  have  aomf  thing  left 
after  that  vote  wai  taken.  The  nibject  au^t  cerlalnly 
to  be  left  in  aatne  tangible  manner,  lO  that  the/  might 
refer  ii  back  lo  the  committee  if  neceiur;. 

Hr.  VANDRRPOEL  uid  it  aeemed  to  him  that  the 
reaolution  now  odtred  faj  the  honorable  aitling  member 
could  not  be  adopted,  conalstenllf  with  the  deciaion 
made  bjr  the  Houae  a  few  diya  ago.  The  re|olution 
propoied  that  we  ahould  receive  (eitimonf  taken  after 
the  Committee  of  Blectioni  had  decided  that  Ihey  would 
not  receive  any  additional  teitimony.  It  would  be  rec- 
ollected that,  ihortly  alter  the  commeneelnent  of  the 
•etiion  of  Congreia,  Ihc  petitioner  addreased  hia  petition 
here,  claiming  hia  right  to  a  Mat  in  ihii  Home.  The 
petition,  with  the  depoKltioni  in  the  ease,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Eleetions.  The  partita  proceeded 
to  try  their  oauae  before  the  eammitteei  and  about  the 
middle  of  Januarf,  after  aix  weeka  of  the  aettinn  hud 
elapied,  the  aitling  member  applied  for  lime  to  take 
further  tettimony.  The  committee  denied,  and,  la  he 
thought,  very  properly  denied,  thia  application.  Wheth- 
er Ihe  ailting  member  waa  induced  to  make  thia  applica- 
tion at  that  late  day  from  ■  preientimenl  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  would  be  unfavorable  to  lilm,  he  would 
not  undertake  lo  say,  aa  he  did  not  know  the  facl.  A 
report  wai  made  to  the  Hauae,  adverae  to  the  titling 
member,  and  then  the  honorable  aittinf;  member,  or 
■ome  other  gentleman,  by  way  of  appeal  from  Ihe  de- 
ciaion of  that  committee,  refuting  lo  {^ve  him  further 
time,  moved  to  recommit  the  whole  inbject  to  the  Com* 
mitlee  of  Eleclinna,  to  the  end  that  the  aiiling  member 
might  have  further  time  to  like  lettimony. 

The  Jutlice  and  injutliee,  the  rewonablenen  and  un- 
reatonabteneia,  of  recommilting  the  eaie,  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  receiving  aupplementil  tetlimony,  waa  here 
debated  fur  aeFeral  daya,  and  the  Houie,  by  a  lat^e 
majority,  refuted  to  recommit  the  case  for  the  purpoae 
of  hearing  new  tetlimony,  and  thua  mott  clearlj-and 
emphatically  confirmed  the  previoua  deciaion  of  Ihe 
committer.  The  case  wit  then  tet  down  at  a  apeeial 
order  for  thia  day.  The  reporltand  Ihe  evidence  of  the 
partiet,  aa  adduced  before  the  commitlee  and  received 
by  Ihem,  together  with  luch  extmcta  from  the  constilu- 
lion  and  lawt  of  Korth  Carulina  aa  relate  lo  the  malter, 
were  ordered  lo  be  printed  and  laid  upon  our  tablet) 
and  gentlemen,  when  they  came  here  thia  morning,  had 
a  right  to  auppote  thai  Ihry  were  to  try  the  caie  under 
the  law  and  the  lettimony  before  Ihem;  when,  ail  at  once, 
the  honorable  ailting  member  introduced  the  reaolution 
now  under  enntideration. 

Mr.  V.  aald  he  could  not  ace  how,  if  we  had  any  re- 
pird  to  coniiilency,  we  could  adopt  the  reaolution. 
II  propoied  that  ccriain  depoiiiiona  ahould  here  be 
received,  which  were  not  only  taken  after  Ihe  deciaion 
of  the  commitlee,  (which  had  Ihui  been  ainetioned  by 
the  Houae,)  that  no  further  teitimony  ahould  be  re- 
ceived, but  had  been  promulgaledt  but  the  notice  for 
taking  which  waa  lerved  upon  the  |ielltion?r  after  the 
decition  of  the  commitlee  igiinit  liking  further  tetii-  ] 
many  was  made  public.  The  notice  then  waa  given,  and  , 
the  depnaitiont  were  taken,  in  the  very  teeth  of  llie  de- 
ciaion of  the  commiltee — a  deciaion,  ton,  which  thia  Houte 
had  held  to  bejuit  and  proper.  What  would  we  aay  by 
adopting  the  reaohillon  uitder  conaideration?  Why,  tir, 
we  would  exhibit  DUiVelvea  in  the  nott  incontialent  and 


unenviable  poaition  of  fint  declaring  that  the  pirtiea 
tbould  not  have  further  time  after  the  middle. of  Januanr 
to  take  additional  teaiimony,  and  then  deciding  that  ir 
Ihe  partiei,  after  the  middle  of  January,  and  in  deliane« 
of  a  deciaion  of  the  committee,  which  we  hadcon6nned, 
proceeded  to.take  additional  teatimony,  we  would  her* 
receive  it!  He  hardly  auppoied  that  a  majority  of  thia 
Houae  waa  prepared  to  exhibit  auch  a  tpecticle  of  inata- 
bililj  and  ineoniiitency  to  the  nation.  He  could  not 
conceive  howany  gentleman  who  voted  with  the  majority 
on  the  motion  lo  recommit,  could,  with  the  leait  lem- 
blanee  of  conaiatency,  vole  for  the  reaolution  now  before 
the  Houae. 

He  knew  that  many  argumenta,  papular  at  firat  bluib, 
vould  be  urged  agiinit  the  view  he  wia  taking.  Some 
had  already  been  urged  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tenneatee,  [Mr.  Macbi,]  who  aaid  it  wia  hard,  very 
hard,  that  depoaitiona  which  told  the  truth  ahould  be  ex- 
cluded. If  thia  argument,  in  Ihe  naked  abalract  form  in 
which  it  ia  urged  here,  tbould  be  deemed  aound  in  con- 
teala,  either  here  or  in  courta  of  juttice,  it  would  be 
more  than  idle  longer  to  talk  about  the  exiatence  of  talu- 
lary  rulea  of  practice  and  proeeedinga,  which  promote 
the  great  enda  of  Juttice.  Every  conaideration  of  juttice 
and  expediency  required  that  there  ahould  be  tome  lima 
in  every  controveriy,  when  teatimony  ahould  be  coik- 
aidered  aa  cloaedt  otherwiae  1  party  might  enter  upon 
trial,  calculate  upon  the  weakneti  of  hit  adveraary't 
cauae,  and  then,  when  ditappoinled  aa  to  the  alrcugth  at 
it,  he  might  more  for  further  lime  to  take  teatimony,  in 
order  to  atone  for  the  too  tanguinc  temperament  with 
which  he  commenced  the  trial.  The  arfcument  ofhank 
ahip,  however  forcible  in  lomecaaea,  had  not  much  foree 
here,  when  we  recurred  to  the  prominent  circumttancea 
of  the  cate,  to  fxr  aa  they  regarded  thit  queilion. 

The  ailting  mrmber  had  had  mnre  than  aiily  daya  for 
taking  teatimony,  before  the  aetaion  of  Congreti.  Ha 
had  had  aiz  week)  here  before  he  expreated  a  deaire  to 
take  other  evidence,  and  all  that  time  prooeeding  with 
bia  caae  before  the  commiltee.  He  waited  until  the  nwt- 
ter  ahould,  in  jutlice  to  the  electort  of  the  dialrict,  have 
been  decided.  Hia  lachea  were  entirely  inexcuaable. 
Reason  and  juttice  protetted  agatntt  the  new  movement 
made  by  him  after  tueh  a  lapte  of  time.  It  waa  the 
policy  of  all  intelligent  equity  tribunala  to  guard  igainat 
the  mi achievDua  protraction  of  oontrover^ea  which  would 
eniue,  if  partiei  could,  in  the  laat  atagea  of  a  cauie,  be 
permitted  to  go  hack  and  lake  evidence  according  to  tht 
exigency  of  Ihe  caae.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Electiont  [Mr.  Cuiiubk*]  had,  a  few 
daya  ago,  told  ua  what  a  court  of  chancery  would  do  in 
auch  a  cate  aa  thit.  He  knew  not  what  auch  courll 
would  do  in  Virginia,  bui  he  could  aay,  that  in  the  State 
which  he  bad  the  honor  in  part  to  rcpreaent,  a  party  in 
chancery  waa  obliged,  before  he  commenced  taking  hia 
teaiimony,  to  aerve  hia  adveratry  with  a  notice  conlainin( 
the  namea  of  all  hia  wilnetaet,  to  at  to  prevent  him  from 
apeculating  upon  the  chance  of  getting  along  with  ona 
portion  of  teatimony  before  he  reaorted  to  another,  and 
to  prevent  the  delay  coniequent  upon  the  practice  of 
hunting,  at  a  late  itage,  new  teatimony,  according  aatbe 
cate  pinchet.  He  certainly  could  not  aee  thai  the  com- 
mittee had  made  a  hard  or  oppretaive  deciaion  to  Iha  ail- 
ting member,  mhen  they  refused  to  receive  new  teati- 
mony, or  give  lime  to  tike  new  teitimony  after  the  mid- 
dle of  January ( and  he  would,  in  ennetution,  repeat,  that 
he  could  nr>t  nerceive  how  we  could,  contittently  with 
our  former  deciaion,  receive  thetedepotitiims,  thua  taken, 
after  Ihe  deciaion  of  the  commil'ee  waa  announced. 
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tad  M  eridenoe  to  malce  up  ta  opinion  by.  He,  Tor  one, 
would  receiTe  evidence  from  kny  quarter  he  could  ob- 
tain it,  irhe  believed  in  iCi  truih)  and  wlietlier  he  gnl  i( 
from  the  ai^uRienta  of  genllemen,  or  Trom  evidence  1e- 
K»\\j  taken,  he  wai  wilting  lo  receive  it.  Before  ther  de- 
cided, it  would  be  necetury  lo  ull  allention  to  the  facta. 
The  notice  for  taking  teilimony,  lervcd  by  the  pelilloner 
on  the  lilting  member,  waa  on  the  3d  nf  October,  which 
left  about  two  montba  for  taking  testimony,  up  to  the 
meeting  of  Congreu.  It  wai  not  certainly  to  be  expect- 
ed that  the  litling  member  ihould  take  depoiiliona  until 
the  petitioner  began  to  take  them.  Mow,  he  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  [Hr.  Vibdkuoil,] 
whoie  State  had  a  more  enlightened  judiciary  thin  any 
other,  whether  it  wai  incumbent  on  a  defendant  to  take 
any  depoailiont  until  the  complainant  ihould  take  rule. 
The  lint  notice  the  Bitting  member  received  for  taking 
depoiilioni  wii  on  the  i9lh  of  October,  and  on  the  29lh 
of  tint  month  the  Grit  drpoBltioni  were  tiken,  leaving 
but  a  liltlc  over  a  month  far  taking  all  the  depoaitioni 
neceuiry.  Tlie  next  notice  *m  for  the  4tt)  of  November, 
and  the  next  for  the  33d  diy  ufNovember,  and  the  fourth 
notice  wai  for  the  STtli  day  of  November.  If  gentlemen 
would  eximine,  they  woulcl  diacover  the  aituation  ofthe 
^tting  member.  He  would  aik  the  Houae,  where  waa 
the  time  the  litting  member  bad  for  taking  teatimony, 
when  the  lirat  notice  for  taking  evidence  was  not  given 
until  a  month  before  the  meeting  of  Congreaa' 

Ur.  H.  aaid  theae  Ru:ta  proved  the  hardship  of  the 
caae  of  the  littlng  member)  fur  he  waa  compelled  to  aet 
out  for  Waibington  at  a  given  time,  whereia  the  peti- 
tioner might  have  remained  u  long  ai  he  pleaaed,  lo 
long  ■»  he  came  here  any  lime  within  the  two  years.  Of 
this  advantage  he  availed  himielf(  for  he  continued  to 
take  leitimony  after  the  lilting  member  left  home.  He 
hoped  they  ihouid  End  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
carrying  out  the  principle  he  had  laid  down,  which  was 
a  correct  one,  and  then  all  the  teilimony  under  the  head 
of  "  lundriea,"  or  "  aundry  other  periont,"  in  the  peti- 
tioner'a  noticei,  would  be  eaduded.  Each  witneai,  the 
gentleman  laid  doH'n,  must  be  spectfiedf  (oaaid  Hr.  H., 
and  that  waa  aound  doctrine.  Apply  it,  and  altihe  peti- 
tioner*)  depoiiiioni  but  four  must  then  be  struck  out. 
He  again  repeated  that,  from  the  large  extent  of  the 
diatrict,  and  liia  being  compelled  to  leave  home  to  take 
bli  seat  in  Congress,  the  aiiilng  member  had  not  been 
allowed  aufficient  lime. 

He  denied  that  the  House  had,  by  lis  vote  to  refuse 
further  time,  or  to  recommit  for  fiirther  lime,  indicated 
its  indisposition  to  receive  the  depositions  sent  in  and 
laid  on  the  table  since  the  report  oF  the  committee  was 
made.  On  the  contrary,  if  any  thing  wss  indicated  by 
that  vote,  it  was  that  they  would  receive  it,  and  such  was 
the  express  tenor  of  Ihe  remarks  made  at  the  time  (on 
Saturday  last)  byagentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Gui- 
cocK,]  who  asid  he  waa  prepared  to  receive  and  consid- 
er all  the  depusitions  since  sent  in,  provided  they  had 
been  taken  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  lawi  of 
North  Carolina.  He  hoped  Ihe  House  would  receive 
the  testimony,  and,  in  deciding  upon  the  meriti  of  the 
controversy,  would  bear  in  mind  thit  it  waa  a  question 
with  the  people  ef  North  Carolioa,  rather  than  between 
the  two  gentlemen  contealing  for  the  seat. 

Mr.  UAWE3  replied,  by  contending  that  the  notice 
-■— n  by  the  petitioner  la  the  sitting  member  was  suffi- 


had  been  referred  to  an  organiied  standing  commillee 
of  the  House,  whose  decision  he  felt  bound  to  respect. 
Beude^  the  sitting  member  made  no  application  for  fur- 
ther lime  to  take  additional  depoiiiioni,  until  be  had  as- 
certained  that  the  leitimony  already  before  tbe  commit. 
tee  would  give  hii  opponent  Ibe  teit.    Ht  coolruled 


the  conduct  of  the  two  candidates.  While  one  disre- 
garded the  deciaion  of  the  committee,  tbe  other  (tbe 
petitioner)  lubmitled  to  it,  and  immediately  wrote  off 
to  his  agents  to  lake  no  more  testimony  for  him.  Theae 
were  the  facts;  on  the  14ih  January,  the  committee  in- 
formed both  gentlemen  that  they  should  take  no  further 
teatimonyi  and  aixteen  daya  af^er  that,  on  tbe  30th  Janu- 
ary, the  sitting  member  gave  notice  that  be  should  pro- 
ceed to  take  further  testimony,  eleven  days  ai\erwardi^ 
in  North  Carolina.  Ur.  H.  ihould  vote  agilnst  the  re- 
ception of  thii  teatimony  by  Ibe  House,  and  sustain  the 
report  of  the  committee,  which  he  believed  waa  founded 
on  the  strictest  justice. 

Mr.  GRAHAU  explained,  that  he  made  hia  applica- 
tion tu  the  committee  for  an  extenaionof  lime  before  be 
had  made  B  review  of  Ihe  testimony. 

Hr.  LANEadverted  to  the  decision  of  the  committee, 
which,  according  to  his  understanding  of  it,  waa  this;  nut 
that  the  sitting  member  should  not  take  additional  depo- 
sitions, but  that  DO  further  time  ihould  be  allowed  by  tbe 
committee,  upon  which  the;  would  act.  The  commil- 
lee had  not  decided  that  further  testimony  ahould  not 
be  taken,  but  that  they  would  give  no  furllier  time,  and 
that  the  party  would  run  the  hazard  of  taking  it  without 
having  the  action  of  the  commillee  thereon.  He  should 
be  glad  lo  know  from  some  one  of  the  committee  If  he 
was  correct  or  not. 

Ur.  HAUBY  confirmed  his  interpretation  of  the  com- 
mittee's decision,  and  referred  to  Ihe  report  of  the 
minority,  as  indicative  of  that  sense  of  It. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  adverled  to  the  equity  practice  in 
North  Carolina;  which  was,  that  whenever  a  cause  wai 
aet  down  for  hearing,  each  parly  waa  thereafter  barred 
from  (akingfurther  testimony,  without  leave  uf  court. 
He  also  stated  the  fact  that  the  petitioner  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  committee's  decision,  replied  lo,  andrl- 
iected,  the  tender  of  additional  depositions  which  had 
been  ofTered  to  him. 

Mr.  Niwi.a>D  gave  a  statement  of  the  fict,  that  a 
gentleman  of  Haywood  county  had  written  to  him,  and 
informed  him  that  he  could  procure  evidence  of  bad 
votes  in  Ihe  aitling  member'a  poll,  but  Mr.  N.  had  re- 
plied, that  in  consequence  of  the  committee'i  deciaion 
that  the  case  wss  closed,  be  refused  it.  He  had  left  no 
agents  to  act  for  him,  as  had  been  atited,  except  in  one 
instance.    The  letter  in  question  was  a  spolaneous  offer. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  the  House  would  not  delay  the 
main  question  by  a  lengtliy  diacusuon  on  a  mere  inci- 
dental one)  or  if  a  decision  of  the  House  was  required, 
thst  it  would  be  considered  as  a  substantive  ptupoailion, 
and  not  mixed  up  with  the  other  and  more  material 
question. 

Ur.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  could  not  aiaent  to 
tbe  interpretation  of  the  vote  of  the  House  made  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Hr.  VaxnsBraaL,]  nor  to 
that  genlleman'a  view  of  the  decision  of  the  committeet 
for  Ihe  refusal  to  give  further  time  did  not  reject  the 
coniiderallnn  of  addiliottal  teitimuny,  and  lie  was  in  favuT 
of  receiving  it. 

Mr.  FEARCE,  of  Bhode  Island,  would  aik  if  any 
court  ever  did  admit  teatimony  taken  under  such  circum- 
stancea  as  this.'  He  cared  not  so  much  what  tbe  law  or 
practice  of  North  Carolina  or  any  other  Stale  might  bei 
but,  judging  it  by  common  law,  or  by  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense,  no  other  construction  could  be  put  upon  the 
deciaion  of  the  committee,  than  that  their  rejeetton  of 
the  application  fur  further  time  closed  the  case,  and  no 
testimony  taken  afler  that  ought  lo  be  received.  A  eoa- 
irA'y  interpretation  would  keep  open  this  inveatigation 
to  an  unlimited  extent,  and  it  could  never  be  decided  at 
a1l(  fur,  as  it  stood,  the  additional  testimony  waa  purely 
of  an  ex  parte  character,  and  opporlimity  would  have  to 
be  gi  VCD  to  tbe  petitioner  to  nbui  it.    The  dc««oo  tbtt 
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no  further  time  would  be  pven  to  lake  *ddition«l  (eati- 
muny  inevlublj  carried  wilb  it  the  decidon  thit  no 
furiher  tcaiimony  would  be  received.  They  vere,  in 
ftct,  in  one  and  the  uma  deeiuon. 

Hr.  A.  H.  BHEPPERD  thought  the  ulditionil  testi- 
mony should  be  conildercd  with  the  report  itielf.  He 
^□uld  have  preferred  a  difTerent  courae  to  wbat  the 
Houae  wa*  taking,  namely,  to  have  considered  and  de- 
cided upon  each  depoailinn,  without  being  trammelled 
by  the  resolutionsi  and  alio,  ifposaiblc',  to  liave  avoided 
•11  lechnlcal  points.  Hr.  9.  argued  the  point  at  lomc 
length,  that  the  additional  testimony  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  come  in,  and  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  great  injustice 
to  the  sitting  member  to  reject  it.  He  also  relerred  to 
the  depositions,  and  the  informal  character  oFthe  notices 
aerved  on  the  sitling  member  by  tbe  petitioner- 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD  remarked,  that  there  being  no 
taw  of  Coiigreas,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stale* 
being  silent  on  the  subject,  the  Houae  waa  bound  by  a 
ftir  conilruction  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State 
wherin  a  contested  election  occurred.  Tbey  rererred 
(he  niatler,  as  they  did  all  others,  to  one  oF  their  awn 
committees,  who  were  directed  to  examine  the  testimo- 
ny snd  report  upon  It.  But  where  wss  the  law  or  rule 
of  the  Houac  in  whlcli  such  a  doctrine  was  Uid  down  at 
(htt  the  House  must  be  bound  by  any  dfcialun  of  the 
commilteer  There  waa  none,  neither  express,  by  im- 
plication, nor  by  practice.  But  upon  what  ground  had 
the  committee  decided'  Upon  mere  technical  grounds 
only.    He  was  at  a  loaa  to  see  upon  what  just  ground  the 


competent  tribunal,  but  had  been  taken,  ao  far  as  he  be- 
lieTed,  agreeably  to  the  requiilliona  of  the  law  of  the 
State  interested  in  the  controversy.  Mr.  U.  cited  vari- 
ous supposed  caaes  applicable  to  the  point  in  question, 
■nd  in  aiipport  of  tbe  argument  that  the  testimony  ought 
to  be  received. 

He  said  he  considered  that  the  committee  tiad  depart- 
ed from  its  duty  in  not  repoKlng  the  application  of  the 
sitting  member  for  further  time  to  the  House,  and  that 
they  had  gone  bevond  their  powera  in  deciding  the  ques- 
tion. He  could,  bow  ever,  never  consent  to  the  doctrine 
that  the  House  were  to  be  bound  and  tied  up  by  tbe 
action  oF  iti  own  commitleea,  all  of  whose  proceeding* 
were,  at  most,  only  of  a  recommendatory  or  incipient 
character. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  considered  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
QBABiv  to  be  eniirely  out  of  order,  aa  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  of  the  committee,  because  it  might  pre- 
vent the  action  of  the  House  altogether  on  the  latter. 
Mr.  L-  referred,  at  considerable  length,  lo  the  practice 
of  Congress  in  cases  of  contested  elections,  where  tbe 
power  of  the  Houae  was  difTerent  than  in  all  other  mat- 
ters, since  their  power  was  not  a  delegated  legislation 
on  ttie  subject,  the  constituiion  making  them  the  sole 
judges.  Asuuming  the  fact  that  the  additional  leatlmony 
wia  unexceptionable  in  point  of  form,  and  in  conformity 
with  tbe  laws  of  North  Carolina,  be  had  beard  no  reason, 
nor  could  he  conceivs  any,  why  it  should  be  excluded. 
If  the  petitioner  had  not  investigated  it,  the  fault  was 
■  his  own,  for  there  waa  nothing  lo  *bow  that  he  bad  not 
bad  every  opportunity  that  he  could  deiire.  The  ques- 
tion then  arose,  when  was  the  commencement  of  the 
trial.'  It  waa  not  in  the  investigaiion  before  tbe  com- 
mittee, but  in  thaiHouse.  The  committee  were  not  tbe 
iriers,  butihe  House.  The  opponenU  to  this  argument 
Would  make  the  Home  a  mere  court  of  errors,  instud 
of  possessing  the  originsl  and  sole  Juritdiction.  The 
proceedings  before  the  committee  were  merely  prelimi- 
nary, growing  out  of  the  order  of  busines*;  but  the  only 
tribnniil  before  which  the  matter  could  be  fully  and 
finally  acted  on  wm  tbe  House.    So  said  tbe  cooaUtu. 


tlon.  That  instrument  said  not  a  word  about  the  com- 
mittee, but  that  the  House  ahould  be  the  judge.  Why, 
the  Houae  might  have  taken  up  the  subject  at  any  mo- 
ment, or  have  discharged  the  committee  from  its  further 
conaideration,  and  taken  the  lubject  Into  their  own  hands. 
Every  thing  that  took  place  in  the  committee  was  strict- 
ly and  conalituiionally  prior  lo  the  commencement  of 
the  trial,  which  began  for  the  first  time  when  it  wa* 
taken  up  in  that  House. 

Mr.  LANE  had  yet  heard  no  argument  by  wbich  thia 
testimony  should  be  received,  according  to  tbe  known 
rules  of  evidence.  If  it  could  not  be  *o  received,  then 
it  ought  to  be  rejected.  He  contended  that  this  testi- 
mony had  not  been  taken  in  pursuance  of  those  rale*, 
■nd  cited  the  practice  of  the  the  courtsof  Kentucky  and 
other  Slates  In  proof  of  that  fact,  entering  also  into  a 
review  of  tbe  circumstances  under  which  it  wss  taken. 
Ur.  L,  was  opposed  to  the  reception  of  this  testimony, 
because  it  would  be  in  violation  of  all  the  known  nitea 
of  law,  at  variance  with  the  judgment  of  the  committee, 
and  contrary  to  the  decision  of  (he  House  a  few  daya 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  an 
adjnurnment;  which  waa  carried,  and 
Tbe  Houae  adjourned. 

Phidit,  HAacR  35. 
IMCENDIABY  PUBLICATIONS. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  Trom  the  Commillee  on  the 
Pokt  Office  and  Polt  Roads,  asked  leave  to-  make  a  re- 
port on  behalf  of  the  minority  of  that  committee,  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  message  relative  to  incendi- 
ary publicsliong. 

Qn  riling,  Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  proper  he  should 
precede  the  report  he  was  about  to  submit  with  a  brief 
statement.  About  tbe  first  or  second  week  of  tbe  ses- 
sion, when  the  President's  message  was  dissected  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  gentlemsn  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Bkabdslii,]  so  much  of  it  aa  related  to  the  Po*t  Office 
Department,  including  the  subject  of  incendiary  publi- 
cations, was  referred  toihe  Committee  on  the  Foit  Office 
and  Post  Roads.  The  committee  took  the  subject  into 
immediate  consideration,  and  in  the  courae  of  aome  two 
or  three  weeks  came  to  the  conclusion,  by  a  vote  of  6  to 
3,  in  favor  of  the  eonstitutionality  and  expediency  of  le- 
gialation,  to  restrain  the  mail  circulation  of  these  publica- 
tions. The  committee  then  proceeded  to  discuss  vari- 
ous bitla  proposed  by  difFerent  members  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  continued  the  discussion  from  week  to  week, 
and  time  to  time,  until  about  three  weeks  since,  when  a 
msiority  not  being  able  to  agree  on  any  mode  of  legis- 
lation, the  whole  Bubjecl  was,  by  vote  of  the  majority, 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  committee,  with  the  view,  as  he 
(Mr.H.)  understood,  of  waiting  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  getting  further  light  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  H.  aaid  he  did  not  complalnof  this  decision  of  the 
committee,  and  b«  was  ready  to  accord  to  the  msjority 
the  same  upright  motive*  which  he  would  claim  for  him- 
self. They  doubtless  supposed  there  was  a  reasonable 
probsbllity  of  their  eventually  coming  lo  an  agreement. 
But,  believing  aa  he  did  that  the  more  light  gentlemen 
gal,  the  more  diiBcullv  they  would  find  in  agreeing  on 
a  bill,  he  could  not  help  considering  the  subject  as  dis- 
posed of  for  the  session.  Whether  that  were  the  case 
or  not,  the  minority  of  tbe  committee,  having  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congresa  pesseased  no  constitutional 
power  to  pass  any  law  on  the  aubject,  were  through 
with  their  inquiries,  liad  completed  their  investigation, 
and  were  ready  to  repnrt;  and  the  nature  of  their  re- 
port could  not  be  affected  by  any  further  action,  or  want 
of  action,  of  the  majority.    Tbu  report  of  tbe  minority 
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WM  now,  and  moit  continue  to  be,  thtt  Congrm  had 
no  power  to  act  on  (he  (QbJ«ct. 

Mr.  H.  Bid  thepMition  of  the  minority  wu  veiy  pecu- 
litr.  The  nibject  referred  to  the  committee  wu  one  of 
BMCh  httereat.  The  Preiident,  id  hii  meange,  had  rec- 
ommended  le^Iation  to  Con|[re**i  bii  mrgnmenti  the 
■rgument  of  the  PmtniMKer  GenenI,  *nd  (bat  of  ■  dia- 
tioBuiihed  Senator,  the  chairman  of  a  committee  of 
another  bodj,  a)1  in  faror  of  legiilation,  hid  been  printed, 
laid  on  our  lablei,  and  read  by  eveiT  member.  In  thi» 
hall  not  a  word,  not  a  wbiiper,  had  been  heard  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  principle!  thui  promulgated.  In  the  face 
of  thia  otHcial  amy  of  in^nioua  argumcDt,  the  minority, 
acting  under  the  oaib  they  bad  taken  to  aiipport  the  con- 
atitutlon  of  the  United  Statei,  had  felt  it  to  be  their  im- 

Csrioua  duty  lo  oppoae  in  committee  every  form  of  legia- 
tion  which  had  been  prapoaed.  Under  Iheae  circum- 
Wancea,  they  felt  that  their  position  waa  one  of  much 
reiponiibiliiyt  that  their  coune  of  action,  and  perbapa 
their  motiTe)^  were  liable  to  miapprebcniion,  mlacon- 
ception,  poaaibly  to  uiijuat  imputation.  It  waa  for  the 
purpoae  of  juatifylnfc  ihenuelvea  to  the  Hdum  for  the 
courae  Ihey  had  felt  it  their  duty  to  take,  that  he  aent  to 
the  Chair  a  tiatement  of  their  Tiewa,  and  would  aak  per- 
tninion  of  the  Houae  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed.  Mr.  H.  taid  he  only  desired  further  to  lay  that 
the  report  of  the  minority  did  not  f:o  into  an  eaamlnation 
of  the  character  of  the  pubII[»tionaipecl<ied  in  the  mei- 
Mge,  but  waa  an  ar^ment  lo  ahow  that,  whatever  might 
be  their  character,  Congreta  had  no  conatitutional  power 

Mr.  BPBIORT  inquired  of  hia  colleague,  the  chair* 
man  of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Corrob,]  irihe  majority  of 
the  committee  had  determined  to  mike  a  report  on  thii 
■ubject,  or  whether  any  action  had  taken  place  in  com- 
mittee which  would  authorize  the  report  propoaed  to  be 
offered  by  the  ^nlleman  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  CONNOR  Cohairmin  of  the  committEe)  waa  not 
•ware,  until  (lie  gentleman  from  Vermont  bad  got  half 
through  hii  remarks,  that  it  wai  the  intrntion  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  to  preaent  their  viewa  to  the 
Houae.  He  did  not  object  individually  to  tbii  course, 
however  much  it  might  be  out  of  order.  The  important 
aubject  alluded  (o  had  occtipied  much  of  the  lime  and 
attrntlon  of  the  committee.  He  did  not  desire  to  go  into 
a  minute  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 
He  would  aay,  however,  that  about  two  Weeks  since  the 
•ubject  had  been  laid  on  the  tablet  and  althouf^h  he 
could  not  say  certainly,  yet  he  trusted  that  the  majority 
would  shortly  be  able  to  make  a  report.  It  had  requi- 
red bu(  one  vote,  for  weeks  and  monthi  past,  lo  enable 
them  to  report.  He  repealed  that  (he  course  which  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Hali.]  had  Uken  «a* 
■tnknown  to  him  anlil  he  had  heard  apart  of  his  remark* 
that  day.  He  believed  it  was  also  unknown  lo  the 
other  roembera  of  the  committee,  with  perhapa  two  or 
three  exception).  Nothing  had  been  aaid  in  the  oom- 
mitlee  about  a  report  from  the  mTnority.  He  was  desi- 
rous that  loniething  should  be  done.  Six  of  the  nine 
members  of  the  committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
oonslitulion  warranted  tegiilation  on  the  subjceli  and 
the  only  difficulty  which  had  occurred  waa  as  to  the 
details  uf  the  bill  wbich  ahould  be  reported.  The 
course  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  was  novel  and 
unprecedented  in  Icgialation,  ao  far  as  his  experience 
went.  In  conclusion,  he  repeated  the  hope  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  would  ere  long  be  able  to  unite 
upon  some  speeifie  measure,  and  report  tbe  snme  to  tbe 
House. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  had  accomplished  his  object.  The 
course  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  wa*  most  unpre- 
cedented. A  minority,  beiorc  any  final  action  on  the 
part  of  the  committee,  had  stepped  forth  with  a  report, 
Vot  Xn— 18S 


not  only  in  advance  of  any  report  frdtn  tbe  majority,  but 
before  any  decision  of  the  committee  upoil  tbe  subjcM 
before  it.     He  thrrctbre  objected  to  the  receptim  of 

Hr.  BKIGGS,  being  a  member  of  tbe  committee,  de- 

■ed  to  say  a  few  worda,  in  order  to  remove  any  falae 
iropres^ons  as  to  ihe  action  of  the  committee  on  thii 
lubject.  There  had  been  no  collisions,  no  discord, 
nothing  to  interrupt  the  good  feelinga  which  had  eaisted 

the  committee.  He  waa  proceeding  (o  atate  ptrticuli 
larly  the  courae  of  (he  committee  upon  the  subject  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  He  desired  to  know  what  wu  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  no  question  could  be  debated 

iless  in  poaaesaion  of  the  Houscg  and  this  document^ 

It  having  been  received,  could  not  be  diseutaed.    The 

paper,  not  being  in  the  character  of  a  report  from  ■ 

committee,   could  only  be  received   by  leave  of  tbe 

Hodse. 

Hr.  BRIGGS  asked  leave  to  proeeed  in  hi*  remarksi 
wbich  WB*  objected  to. 

Hr.  HALL  moved  to  suapend  the  rules^  to  enable  him 
to  aubmit  tbe  paper  to  wbicb  be  had  referred)  whicH 
w>s  negatived. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION, 

The  Houae  then.pnrsuant  to  the  resolution  adopted 
on  Saturday,  tbe  19th  of  March,  proceeded  to  tbe  Coni 
alderatlon  of  the  special  order,  being  the  report  of  thQ 
Committee  of  Klectiona  on  the  conteilrd  election  fbr  thfl 
13(h  congressional  district  of  North  Carolina.  ' 

Tlie  report  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  waa  in  &• 
ir  of  the  petitioner,  Ilavid  Newland,  and  concluded  b^ 
the  following  reaolulioni  ' 

"  Raolvtd,  That  James  Graham  is  not  entitled  to  e 
aeat  in  thia  House,  and  that  David  Newland  la  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  thia  Houae."  ' ' 

Mr.  QKARAM  movtd  the  following  amendment  tbere^ 
to:  Strike  out  all  after  tbe  word  "RMotved,"  and  inaett 
the  following: 

■'  That  the  depoaitions  which  have  been  comitiunica- 
ted  to  the  Houae  by  the  Speaker,  and  laid  on  the  table,' 
alnce  (he  report  of  the  Committee  of  Election*  wat 
made,  wherever  taken  upon  due  notice,  shall  be  reeeiv^ 
ed  by  the  House  as  testimony  in  thia  cale,"  (concluding 
with  the  namea  of  the  voters.) 

Mr.  G.  modifled  hia  motion,  b 
amendmcat  ai 
mittee. 

Hr.  GBAVBS  w»*  entitled  to  the  floor,   but  gave 

Hr.  BARD,  who  moved  (hat  the  report  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  H.  aaid  tbe  motion  he  had  just  submitted  he  ho- 
ped woul  t  be  adopted  by  the  unanimous  assent  of  thk 
House.  He  couhl  not  but  believe  that  every  gentlemaA 
who  desired  a  apeedy  legal  declaion  of  this  conteikted 
election  would,  when  be  understood  the  design  of'lhb 
motion,  yield  it  hi*  cordial  support,  tt  is  intended  tb 
bring  directly  before  the  House,  and  for  its  immediate 
action,  tbe  whole  case,  not  only  the  additional  te*(>ino'ht 
on  our  tables,  but  the  several  points  and  propositioiM 
which  were  decided  in  committee,  but  which  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  majority  report. 

Hitherto  the  House  has  been  exclusively  engaged  In 
fruitleia  debates  upon  preliminary  questions,  without  ad- 
vancing one  atep  towards  a  final  decision.  Tbe  greateat 
portion  of  the  time,  since  the  report  waa  made,  has  breh 
consumed  in  the  extraordinary  and  unusual  attempt,  ttjr 
the  petitioner'*  friends,  to  mtroduce  counsel  on  thii 
I  floor.     By  tbe  klndoesa  of  the  majority  in  tfai*  Houae 
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WB  tuT«  had  Ibree  dnyi  »llowed  lu,  by  ipeeiii  ippaint- 
laaA,  to  ezRmina  and  wtile  aU  the  importint  and  con. 
■•ituliOnal  queitiona  involred  in  thli  contett,  and  one  of 
that*  hu  alreadf  been  consuitied  in  the  ttiu*  far  unnic- 
ee«rul  appeal  to  the  liberaliiy  and  jualice  of  the  Houie 
for  the  adoption,  upon  their  I e(f»]  merili,  orili«  netrdrp. 
oaitiona  before  ut.  From  i*h«l  hH  aecurred  durinjf 
the  debate  yeilerdtf,  and  from  what  ma]'  be  gmthered 
li^  the  ligna  of  eventa  that  are  paaaing-,  there  appeara 
no  probability  that  the  appeal  will  be  auatained.  Tha 
•tttinf  member  muit  prepare  hinutirto  reat  hii  defence 
apon  the  evidence  already  reported,  and  teare  the  jua- 
tioe  of  the  denial  to  the  deciiion  of  the  people  of  the 
diatrict,  unleaa  the  Houae  can  be  prevailed  on  to  adopt 
tha  eouraa  recommended  in  thia  motion.  To  the  righU 
of  (he  fitting  member  our  lime  ii  preciout,  if  ve  nu/ 
credit  reporti  report,  too,  emana^ng  from  Ihe  hi|[hetl 

Soiitieal  authority  in  ihii  Houae — auiboriljr  which  ve 
■re  not  queition.  The  day  of  debate  on  thia  important 
and  intereating  lubject  is  about  to  be  eloaed.  Yea, 
fir,  to-morrow  evenin|f,  we  are  informed,  the  prevjoua 
quealion  will  be  apning  upon  ui.  The  threat  haa  been 
awde  by  wtne  of  the  mart   influential 


b/ 
thia  hall,  gcntlenHn  who  control  the  deatmiea  of  legia- 
lation  here,  that  to4Dorrav  evening  will  have  com. 
pleted  the  laat  day  of  itrace  in  Ihii  milteri  that  then  thia 
debate  mail  and  ihall  be  concluded.  I  do  not  allude 
to  tbti  menace  with  an  intention  of  complaining  or  of 
anlaring  my  proteat.  It, would  ill  become  me,  humble  aa 
ny  influence  it  here,  fo  act  the  cenior  over  the  move- 
Btenti  or  policy  of  tbe  majority.  They  have  the  power 
in  their  oa'n  bandit  'he  rulea  of  thia  Houaa  have  placed 
it  theret  they  have  the  right  to  uae  it  at  diacrction,  and 
they  mail  bear  the  reaponaibilily  of  ili  abuile.  The  pre- 
vioui  quealion  wat  detiftned  to  arrest  debate,  only  when 
an  abuic  of  In  rigtilaand  privileifra  via  threatened.  It 
Barer  waf  intended  to  prohibit  itg  liberal  and  reaionable 
ezerciae.  The  freedom  of  debate  la  a  aacred  conalitu- 
tlonal  prerogative,  guarantied  to  every  member  upon 
thia  Boor,  and  cannot  be  abridged  by  awanton  execution 
cf  the  ruUi  and  orders  of  thia  Houae.  I  have  alluded 
lo  Iheae  Ihreati  by  way  of  admonition  tu  the  minority, 
•nd  to  ur^  tlis  neccnit^  of  redeeming  time  thai  la  ours 
by  grace,  in  bringing  thii  matter  immediately  before  the 
BouK  in  the  manner  propoaed  by  (he  motion,  in  order 
to  take  ila  aenaa  upon  every  distinct  propoaition  leps- 
rately,  that  we  may  know,  and  the  people  of  North  Car- 
olina may  know,  upon  what  principle  this  case  haa  been 

What  i*  the  queilion  before  ua?  It  ii  not  one  whose 
decision  is  confined  to  the  inlereaia  of  one  or  two  indi- 
Tlduila.  It  is  not  one  that  is  circumscribed  in  its  Opera- 
tion by  the  aole  interesta  of  the  two  indlviduala  who  are 
tha  unfortunate  inslrunienta  of  thia  cnntroveny.  Ifit 
Verc,  Iben  the  error  that  might  reiuJl  from  haale  and 
precipitate  action,  though  it  might  inflict  personal  injus- 
tice, would  be  fir  leia  pernicioua  in  ita  consequences 
than  i*  now  ap|lrehended.  It  ia  not  a  queition  of  onli- 
Bary  momenti  it  regarda  the  elective  franciiiae  of  (lie 
sovereign  State  of  North  Carolina.  Its  decision  will 
touch  the  rights  and  Immuniliea  of  the  whole  American 
people.  It  will  nfTect  not  only  the  righta  and  honor  of 
a  seat  on  thia  floor,  but  Ihe  conalitutional  righta  and 

.powers  ofa  sovereign  State,  and  the  conililutional  righla 
and  powera  of  Conttreas  itielf. 

While  ritling  in  judgment  upcn  Ihe  qusllflcallona  and 
election  of  one  of  our  peera,  each  individual  ocoupiea  a 
bigh  andrearfullyreaponaiblcalalioni  and  when  deciding 
the  queation,  we  are  acting  in  the  capacity  of  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal  known  to  the  conilitulioni  and  in  aet< 
lling  all  (uch  diapulea  we  are  required  to  give  conatruc- 

,tion  lo  Ihe  conatiiulion  and  lawi  of  Ihe  Slate  imtnediately 
interested,  the  oonnitotion  and  lavi  of  (he  United  Statci^ 


■nd  the  duliea  and  power*  of  Ibe  body  to  whioh  we  b*< 
long.  How  important,  then,  fctrfully  important,  doe* 
it  became,  that  every  decision  w«  make  sboald  be 
tlimped  with  cauthm,  candor,  and  patient  detiberattoa. 
I  have  been  at  a  loiato  comprehend  the  meaniBfr  of  •ome 
honorable  gentlemen  who  have  denounced,  with  seem- 
ing triumph,  all  legal  forma  and  legal  ruleai  I  have  been 
locked,  too,  with  Ihe  haste  and  precipitation  with  which 
some  have  Mdeevored  lo  force  thia  caaa  through.  If 
there  are  any  quealions  which  are  referred  to  us,  that 
require  more  care  and  more  thorough  and  cautioua  ex- 
amination than  olbera,  they  are  those  whhdl  call  in  quea- 
tion  the  validity  of  eleclionai  if  there  are  any  quesliona 
which  require  diatinctiveneta  and  certainty  in  our  deei- 
aiona,  they  are  those  which  arise  on  an  appeal  from  the 
people's  decitlon  in  the  election  of  their  represent alivea. 
A  proper  regard  to  the  recorda  of  oor  own  body,  and  a 
laudable  de»re  to  bcatow  clearness  and  intelligenoe  on 
our  proceedings,  and  a  duly  we  owe  to  tboae  who  mty 
succeed  u*,  in  giving  enlightened  authority  to  our  decl- 
aions,  should  prompt  all  of  us  to  aimal  Judicial  order  and 
ayatem.  To  thoae  who  eateem  so  lightly  legal  forma,  I 
would  cite  the  viewaofone  of  the  ablest  jurists  and  con< 
stitutional  lawyers  of  this  or  any  other  agej  one  whom  I 
am  proud  to  lay  presided,  with  distin|{ulihed  credit  lo 
himself  and  honor  lo  the  nation,  over  Ihe  higheat  Judicial 
department  of  Ihe  proud  State  I  have  tbe  honor  in  part 
to  represent.  I  allude,  sir,  lo  that  distinguished  person- 
age, James  Kent,  late  Chancellor  of  tbe  State  of  New 
York. 

In  hit  elementary  diaeouraa  upon  the  oonttitulional 
privilege*  and  powera  of  the  two  Houaet  of  Congress,  ia 
thai  part  which  relates  lo  the  power  Which  each  Houa* 
posaesaea  over  the  election,  return,  end  quolifiestiona  of 
its  own  membrrt,  he  layi:  "  It  la  requisite  to  preserve 
a  puro  and  genuine  repreaentation,  and  to  control  lh« 
evils  of  irregular,  corrupt,  and  tumultuous  electiona)  and 
as  esch  House  acts  in  these  cases  in  a  Judicial  cbsracler, 
its  decision,  like  the  decisions  In  any  other  court  of  Jua- 
tiee,  ought  to  be  regulaieil  by  known  principles  of  law, 
and  itrictly  adhered  to,  for  the  nkt  of  uniformity  and 
cerliinty."  Thia  ia  indeed  high  authority,  ciesrly  »• 
pressed.  But,  sir,  we  needed  no  higher  suthority  than 
tbe  experience  of  (lie  past,  to  admoniah  ui^  by  the  moat 
aolemn  regard  lo  our  constitutional  duties,  to  act  diapaa- 
alonately  and  decide  intelligibly  on  all  queationa  whoae 
decisions  will  form  precedents  and  become  laws  for  Ihote 
Ihal  may  lueceed  us. 

The  question  before  us,  then,  is  one  of  a  jtidicisl  chsr- 
acler.  It  la  an  appeal,  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
people  of  the  twelnh  congreiaionsl  district  of  North  Car- 
olina. By  that  decision,  in  August  lait,  they  declared, 
through  their  legalised  board  of  canvatien,  arleeted  for 
their  intelligence  and  integrity,  and  avorn  to  fidelity  and 
faimeis  in  collecting  Ihe  sufTragea  and  declaring  the  re- 
sult, that  James  Graham,  the  aiding  member,  wai  duly 
elected  (o  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rppreientativea  of  the 
Congress  of  Ihe  United  Statea.  Thry  have  furnisbed 
him  wllh  the  highest  legal  and  canstiCutional  evidence  of 
auch  election.  They  have  been  duly  presented  to  you, 
air,  and  you  have  approved  of  them,  and  admitted  hia 
to  a  seat  on  this  Boor. 

From  this  decision  tbe  petitioner  haa  appealed,  al- 
leging that  he  i a  entitled  to  the  scat,  as  having  received  a 
majority  of  tbe  legal  votea  in  Ihe  district.  1'o  establish 
this,  he  charges  tlut  injuatlce  haa  been  done  him:  1st,  by 
allowing  illegal  votes  to  be  given  to  Ibe  aitling  member) 
and,  2d,  by  rejecting  legal  votes  given  and  intended  for 
him.  The  silting  member  denies  his  right,  snd  con- 
tends Ihal  a  greater  number  of  illegal  votea  has  bein 
for  Ihe  petitioi  -     .  ■         — 
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erldente,  in  form  of  depiiiiiona,  of  Ihree  Irrcgutariliei, 
•1  U  allcKed,  in  conilucting  th«  eleotimii:  lit.  Ilte|ral 
TOtH  gircn  the  liUinK  membert  3H.  Legtl  votea  rejected, 
which  were  tendered  Tor  the  petltioneri  and,  3d.  Votei 
^TMi  rbr  him,  ilt«g[mlly  itricken  Troin  Ibe  pollit  muking, 
in  bJI,  m  the  majorily  of  the  committee  hH  nid,  twentj- 
wght  Totei,  wbicb  ftiMild  be  deducted  from  the  (illing 
Dember*i  polli. 

On  the  contrary,  the  litting  member  answen  theae 
'  objection!,  aa  he  tbinka,  by  denying  the  illeBaliir  of 
tbcM  votei,  or  moit  of  Ihemi  and  allegea  that  the  peti- 
tioner hai  receired  ilie^l  votea  greater  in  number  than 
himaeir,  and  that  the  judgea  at  one  of  the  precincti  ai' 
lowed  fire  *otea  to  the  petitioner  that  were  given  to  a 
Candidate  for  the  State  Legialature,  and  cornea  to  ibii 
reault:  that  thirty-lhree  illegal  votea  were  given  to  the 
petitioner,  which,  if  deducted,  would  leave  him  a  ma- 
jority increaaed  above  that  declared  by  the  board  of 
canvaaaera.  In  receiving  thia  evidence,  and  deciding  the 
aereral  legal  point*  which  neceuarily  ariae  from  thia 
iaaue,  frequent  reference  mu«t  be  had  to  the  conatitution 
and  election  lawa  of  North  Carolin*  and  the  conatitution 
oftlie  United  Statea.  And  here,  air,  T  aak,  what  are  the 
(Mwera  of  thia  Houiie  over  tbiaaubjeci^  The  fifth  aeo- 
tion  of  the  firat  article  of  the  conatitution  of  the  United 
SlBlea  declarei  "  that  each  Hoiiae  ahall  be  the  judge  of 
the  election!,  relurni,  and  quillficationt,  ot  ita  own 
members."  In  the  case  before  u«  there  is  no  allegation 
of  ■  want  of  conatitiitionil  quillHcation  in  the  aitting 
member,  nor  ii  the  legality  of  the  return  questioned. 
It  ia  the  regularity  nf  the  election  that  ia  brought  in 
qucillan)  and  in  tliia  character  the  caac  aditreiara  ittelf 
to  the  more  delicate  and  important,  while  it  ia  the  more 
doubtful,  brtnch  of  ourconitilutional  powera.     Had  the 

Sialllication  of  the  aitting  member  been  put  in  iuue,  or 
e  validity  of  hia  return  quealinned,  they  might  have 
presented  »  qiieition  which  we  could  have  diipoaed  of 
without  interfering  wilb  the  immediate  acta  of  the  eleet- 
ora,  or  diaturbing  the  freedom  or  quiet  of  the  elective 
franchiae.  But  when  we  diapute  the  election  of  the  In- 
eumbenl,  we  enter  upon  a  rearful  taak — we  take  ianie 
with  the  people  Ihemaelveai  and  when  we  declare  virid 
the  ekottoit,  then,  air,  do  we  reverie  the  decision  of 
freemen,  acting  under  high  conatitutional  guarantceai 
and,  unleaa  our  deciaiona  are  baaed  upon  sound  and 
known  prlnciplea  of  law,  we  act  in  defiance  of  their 
expreaaed  wilt,  and  in  triolatioo  of  our  conatitutional 
guidea. 

The  aecond  aectian  of  the  firat  article  of  the  aame 
conatitution  further  provides  ■'  that  the  qualification  of 
-olecton  for  a  Hepresenlatlve  in  Congreas  shall  be  the 
aame  at  ia  required  fur  the  eleetora  of  a  member  of  the 
moat  numerou*  branch  of  the  Stale  Legislature."  Wlial 
ahall  constitute,  therefore,  the  specific  qualifi cations  for 
•lectors  for  a  member  of  Cnngren  in  North  Carolina,  it 
■a  left  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  that  State  to  regu- 
hte.  By  the  eighth  sec'ion  of  the  conslilution  of  the 
Slate  of  North  Carolina,  it  is  provided  "  tlial  all  free- 
man of  twenty-one  year*  of  age,  who  have  been  inhab- 
itants of  any  one  county  within  the  State  twelve  months 
immediately,  preceding  the  day  of  election,  and  ihall 
b*ve  paid  public  taxes,  ihill  be  entitled  tu  vote  for  a 
member  of  the  Houae  of  CommoiH  in  the  county  where 
h«  reodea,"  the  House  of  Commona  being  the  moat  nu- 
mcrotia  branch  of  the  State  I^giaUture.  In  tbia  aectlon 
wilt  be  found  enumented  all  Ibe  quaHficationa  neccMar^ 


[H.  or  R. 


-  to  eonatltute  a  legal  voter  in  that'  Sli  . 
deneein  the  county  at  the  time  of  voting)  Sd.  Rnidonce 
in  the  State  twelve  months  preceding  the  eleciion<  3d. 
He  muat  be  twenty-one  yeara  nf  agej  and,  4th.  He  mutt 
have  paid  public  tixea.  A  difference  of  opinion  ciitta 
UDong  gentlemen  of  the  delegation  from  North  Catolrna, 
on-  ttna  flow,  in  ragwd  to  the  oonslilutional  import  of 


that  clauae  requiring  reaidenee  iu  any  county  in  the 
State  twelve  moniha  imn»ediately  preceding  the  day  of 
election.  Some  contend  that  it  reqiiirea  the  voter  to 
have  resided  In  'the  State,  and  in  the  county  where  he 
votes,  twelve  months  prior  to  the  day  of  election)  while 
other*  hold  him  a  legal  voter  if  he  hss  resided  in  any 
county  in  the  Sute,  though  he  may  not  have  resided  in 
the  county  where  he  tenders  his  vote  but  one  day.  Tlua 
lait  construction  waa  assumed  by  the  committee,  and,  I 
have  no  doubt,  correctly.  The  phraaeotogy  ia,  to  aay 
the  most  of  it,  equivocal,  and  is  open  to  judicial  coo* 
structioni  and  it  is  a  well-settled  and  salutary  ruir,  in 
the  cimatruclion  of  laws  touching  the  elective  franchite, 
that,  where  two  conatructiona  may  be  applied,  the  one 
in  realriction  and  the  other  in  extension  of  the  right  of 
aulfrsge,  the  tatter  shall  prevail.  This,  undoubtedly, 
rurniahea  a  case  in  point.  Out  whichever  of  tbe  con- 
structions be  adopted,  it  nukes  ■  diffrrence  in  regard  Id 
the  evidence  before  us,  in  thesclusl  majorily,  otherwise 
computed,  of  but  two  votes,  ao  that  the  reault  would  no* 
be  changed.  Id  order  to  prepare  thia  issue  for  a  speedy, 
clear,  and  juit  deciaion,  a  dieciuon  that  would  be  war- 
ranted by  the  law  and  the  facts,  and  to  aid  llie  House  in 
its  deliberation  and  facilitate  its  action,  you  have  aent 
out  your  committee,  the  Committee  of  Elections,  to  in- 
iinire  of  Ibe  truth  of  the  facta  in  the  caae,  and  to  aettle 
the  various  questions  of  Uw  that  might  ariiei  and  you 
have  required  of  them  to  report,  in  as  clear  and  intelli- 

Sible  form  sa  may  be,  a  true  and  faithful  history  of  their 
diberslions,  and  the  varioua  legal  points  connected 
with  the  caac,  together  with  a  final  reault  of  their  labort. 
The  committee  did  take  the  case  under  adriaemenl  ftt 
an  early  period  of  the  session.  They  had  all  the  law 
and  the  facts  before  they  came  to  a  result,  and  a  major- 
ity of  the  committee  have  found  the  iaaue  in  favor  of^the 
petitioner.  A  large  minority  of  the  committee  have, 
however,  come  to  a  different  result  from  the  aame  facta, 
and  hive  found  the  issue  (or  the  sitting  member. 

Sow,  ur,  every  gentleman  >a  aware  that  ■  majority  of 
membera  of  tliia  Rouse  ire  diipoaed  to  receive  the  reg- 
ular report  of  a  eomroittee,  made  by  a  majority,  aa  pn- 
ma  facie  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  facta  alated  in  Ibem, 
and  are  ready  to  adopt,  without  much  inveaUgalion,  the 
""icIuNon  or  resolution  which  they  recommend.  In  gen- 
1,  or  in  many  cases,  thia  confidence  would  not  be  mb- 
placed.     Your  committees  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the  faith- 

Xns  of  the  House,  in  arranging  facta  aiid  collect- 
rmation  on  the  aubjecta  submitted  to  them.      In 
n  of  CDiileated  elections,  they  act  as  your  judidal 
imisiioners,  aent  out  to  inquire  of  the  truth  of  the 
ter  of   the  petitions,  and  the  evidence    connected 
I    it-      When   the  report  is   mide,   it   carries  up- 
its  face  the  character  of   a  high  and  authoriti-tire 
dorument,  and,  aa  auch,-  thould  alwaya  ael  forth  clearly, 
truly,  ind  in  judicial  order,  a  historvortheir  inquiries,  so 
fnr  as  to  embrace  the  points. decided,  and  the  law  and 
the  facta  upon  which  the  report  is  founded.    If  it  do  this, 
it  will  furnish  every  member  with  a  brief,  upon  which 
he  can  found  his  own  arguments,  and  from  which  be  can 
draw  bis  own  concluaioni,  without  being  coinpelled  to 
travel  through  the   whole  case.      The  committee  who 
brought  in  the  report  before  you  were  in  possesuon  of  a 
few  legal  points  upon  which  the  whole  case  turned,  and 
upon  which  diirtinctive  decinons  were  made  in  comroll- 
teei  and  yet,  air,  I  have  aearchedthia  report  in  vain  for  a 
clear  statement  of  theae  pointa,  or  the  dcciiloni  made  fip- 
on  them.     On  the  contrary,  [  find  some   misstatementa 
of  some  of  the  dedsiona  made  there.     In  aaying  thia,  I 
.  I  ahall  not  be  underatood  aa  imputing  improper 
ves  to  the  majority  of  the  commliiee,  or  a  single 
iber  of  it.    Such  miMtattmentt  could  not  baveother- 
.__  ariaen  tlian  through  inadvertence  and   haste.      I 
know,  by  peraonat  knowledge,  that  the  bboroftbe  whole 
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perplexing.  A  nun  of  tett'mon^  «■■ 
thrown  befure  them,  conniting  of  depositions,  hutily 
jrawn  up,  in  nwnutcript  form,  embracing  the  ■flidaviti 
of  rarioiM  peraon*  lo  ItiB  ume  fact,  scattered  tlirough 
erery  part  of  the  Toluntinous  mam,  from  which  to  col- 
lect, arrange,  and  apply  to  thrir  appropriate  lubjeet 
each  elau  of  testimDnr,  required  the  gresteat  csre  and 
pAtience.  It  could  not  have  been  expected,  tberefore, 
that  clear,  ratiifactor]',.ind  intel1iK>l>'ecancluuoni  could 
be  attained  without  much  toil  and  careful  exiniination. 
Ho»,  then,  lir,  can  it  be  hoped,  without  such  a  eleir 
■titement  of  the  liiUory  of  their  deliber&tioni,  that  ihii 
HouM',  in  three  diyi' lime,  canarrire  at  truth  which  it  has 
cost  the  committee  three  montha'  labor  to  discover? 

What  is  the  conclusion  which  the  majority  have  re- 
ported? Why,  that  the  iittingmMnber  is  not  entitled  lo 
hii  seal!  and  the[petitioner  is  entitled  to  hisnea'.  What 
reason  do  they  assif^  for  this  conclusion?  That  nine- 
teen illegal  TOtes  are  giren  for  the  sitting  member  which 
should  be  deducted  from  hil  poll,  ind  thai  six  legal  rotes 
were  tendered  far  the  petitioner,  and  rejected  by  the 
judiFes,  and  that  three  vot*»  hid  been  wrongfully  struck 
off  from  the  Henderson  polls.  Have  they  told  us  upon 
what  law  or  authority  these  votes  are  declared  illegil> 
Have  they  referrerl  you  to,  or  stated,  the  eTidence  that 
estsbtished  these  facts?  They  han,  indeed,  referred 
you  to  th«  mass  oT  document*  before  you.  They  have 
left  you  to  hunt  up  your  own  proof,  and  then  we  are 
calKd  upon  lo  decide  In  three  days,  or  the  previous 
question  shall  be  iprung  upon  us,  when  we  shall  be 
called  upon  to  adapt  theae  concliuioni  in  grass,  and 
*dopt  tbem.  too,  "  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight."  Let  us 
briefly  examine  the  report  before  ui. 

The  committee  have  said,  in  the  mijority  report,  tliat 
the  sitting  member  had  made  an  objection  to  the  deposi- 
tions, as  inadmisiible evidence  of  the  bets  slated  in  them; 
that  the  question  wu  taken  up  And  considered;  that  "the 
committee,  being  of  opinion  thtt  the  depoiitions  were 
taken  accnrdine  to  the  laws  of'Norlh  Carolina  upon  the 
tubject  of  cnntested  eleclioni,  and  there  being  no  laws 
of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  the  usifre  being  well 
estabhbhed  lo  allow  depositions  lo  be  rend,  which  bad 
been  taken  and  sworn  to  according'  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  where  the  election  had  been  held,  decided  they 
should  ha  received." 

In  this  short  statement  there  are  a  number  of  errors 
and  deficiencies,  which,  in  what  purport!  to  be  •  doeu- 
nventary  history  of  the  proceedings  in  committer,  are 
calculated  to  blind  and  mislead  the  House  in  arriving  at 
the  truth  of  the  point  in  issue.  In  attempiing  to  state, 
here,  tlie  objectinm  raised  by  tlie  sitting  member  to  the 
admitaion  of  the  depositions  befnre  us,  the  report  is 
entirely  silent  on  the  most  Important  point-  The  prin- 
cipal reason  assigned  by  the  sitting  member  for  reject- 
ing the  depoaitiuni  was  not  that  they  were  insdmisiiible 
evidence  of  the  facts  stated  In  them,  but  that  they  had 
been  taken  in  pursuance  of  notices  insuRicient  and  de- 
fective. The  objection  went  to  the  validity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  taking  the  evidence,  not  lo  the  legality  of 
the  evidence  ilaelf.  The  report  presents  to  the  Huuse 
an  iaiue  quite  different  from  that  tried  in  committee. 
It  states  a  point  on  which  the  cominiitee  were  unsni- 
mous,  and  has  altogether  omitted  tbe  train  point. 
The  atrong  objection  which  was  brought  sgainsl  the 
proceedings  was,  that  the  notices  which  the  petitioner 
served  on  the  sitlmg  member  far  taking  llie  depositions 
were  defective  in  form  and  subatance,  vIz:  Iher  did  not 
gnve  hint  time  enough)  they  neither  set  forth  the  names 
of  the  wilnease*  who  were  to  be  examined,  nor  did  iliey 
■et  forth  the  names  and  residence  of  the  electors  whose 
Totea  were  to  be  excluded,  »or  their  particular  dis- 
qualifications. Thesewereimpoitant  point!  in  the  case; 
they  laid  the  foundation  of  all  that  protracted  contro- 


versy about  further  time,  which  occupied  ao-  much  of 
the  time  of  the  committee,  and  which  has  so  long  de- 
tained the  House. 

The  report  continues:  "The  committee  were  of 
opinion  thst,  as  the  depositiona  were  tiiken  io  eonformiljr 
to  the  lawa  of  North  Carolina  upon  Ihe  subject  of  Cun* 
tested  elections,  and  there  being  no  laws  of  Congrew 
on  the  subject,"  &c.  Now,  sir,  what  are  the  laws  of 
North  Carolina,  conformably  lo  which  iheae  depoaitlous 
were  taken?  Alt  the  laws  of  North  Carohns,  which 
regulate  the  fbrm's  oF  proceedings  in  caws  of  contested 
elections,  are  comprised  in  one  acclron,  (Lswa  North 
Carolina,  vol.  3,  p.  826,)  which  reads  thus:  "Thst, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  person  to  vacate  the  seat  of  any  member 
of  the  General  Aasembly,  who  his  taken  his  seat,  ip 
consequence  of  the  return  of  the  sheriff  of  bis  county, 
certifying  that  he  is  duly  elected,  unless  the  person  or 
peraoni  who  may  intend  to  di>pute  such  election  shall 
give  to  the  member  or  member*  whose  election  he  or 
they  intend  to  dispute,  thirty  days'  notice,  prior  to  tho 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  such  hia  intention, 
with  thegrounda  upon  which  the  same  will  be  diaputedt 
and  tbe  sime  notice  of  the  time  and  place,  now  required 
in  taking  deposilions  at  law,  shall  alio  be  required  and 
proven  on  such  inveatigaliont  and  all  affidavit*  lakea 
without  due  notice  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed  im- 
proper evidence,  and  nut  suffered  to  be  read  in  such  iit- 
vesligstion." 

While  this  section  prescribes  the  length  of  time  the 
notice  shall  allow,  which,  by  referring  lo  the  other  lawa 
of  North  Chrolina,  we  And  i*  ten  days,  it  W  wholly 
silent  as  to  those  forms  referred  to  in  the  objections  of 
the  sitting  member.  Where,  then,  are  wo  to  look  for 
guides  in  regulating  the  forms  and  subttance  of  theae 
proceeding*.'  Why,  sir,  1  suppose,  in  Ihe  absence  of 
any  other  express  provision*,  all  will  agree  that  we  must 
look  to  this  House  fur  taws. 

But  the  report  informs  us  ihere  are  no  lawa  of  Con- 
gren.  In  one  sense  of  the  term  law,  this  Is  iruet  but 
in  the  other  more  material  and  important  sense,  it  is  not 
true.  It  is  true  that  Congress  has  no  legialstlve  existing 
law  on  these  subject*,  but  it  la  not  true  that  it  hss  no 
Uwof  Its  own,  growing  out  of  Its  parliamentary  practice. 
'I'his  Uousn  hss  a  number  of  adjudicated  eases,  which 
have  arisen  during  the  different  periods  of  its  hisloryi 
in  which  theae  questiuns  ot'sptcificatlons  have  been  dis- 
cuued  snd  settled  on  a  firm  and  uniform  principle,  via; 
that  before  any  testimony  shall  he  taken  to  disquali^ 
any  elector  that  liis  given  his  vote,  the  name  and  resi- 
dence of  such  electors,  with  the  psrticular  dlaqualifica- 
tion,  ahull  be  inserted  In  the  notice,  and  aervcd  on  Ihe 

As  eaily  as  Ihe  year  ITBS,  in  the  case  of  Varmim,  this 
House  took  the  li  rat  step  towards  aeltliiig  Ihefiirmsit 
would  require  in  notices  for  taking  depailllons  In  such 
cases.  In  thst  case  (page  112,  Clark  and  Hall)  the  pe- 
titioner prayed  the  house  to  vacate  the  seat  of  Varnum, 
on  the  ground  of  ilfegalily  of  certain  voles  given  to  the 
silting  member.  1 1  alleged  that  certain  persona  voted 
fur  him  by  proxy.  Tt>e  petitioner  did  not  set  forth  the 
names  of  the  electors  who  voted  by  proxy<  the  com- 
mittee to  M  bom  the  matter  of  the  petition  wsa  referred, 
applied  to  the  House  for  instruction  as  to  what  kind  of 
specifications  were  neccsaary  to  put  the  silting  member 
upon  hia  answer.  They  reported  the  following  resohi- 
tion:  ••Btiolced,  That  the  allegation  of  Aaron  Brown 
[the  petitioner]  as  tu  persons  not  quillfied  to  vote,  is  not 
aufflciently  certain,  and  that  the  names  of  the  person* 
objected  to  for  want  uf  sulQeient  (qualifications  ought  to 


that  it  does  not  give  the  final  aclioo  of  Ib'e  House  upon 


,A_^OOglC 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


■  2S,  1836.] 


Coalated  Eledion. 


[a.  . 


thii  retoIutioFi)  but  the  aequel  ifibrdi  ui  ■  prerimplioa 
that  it  wM  tiuoined,  u  Ihe  petUianer  (aiUd  (o  nulun 
hia  petition,  and  the  litting  nicmbeT  Tetiined  bis  Kat- 
Tbii  wm>  aiiKilv  ^c  earliot  efiurti  of  tbi>  HoufC  to 
olablUh  rules  Df-ileady  and  uniform  application  in  the 
mode  of  eonductinir  coaleited  cawi.  Since  tbii  dcd- 
(ion,  the  principle  dm  been  adhered  to  a*  a  fixed  and 
nnirarcfinff  rule,  from  vhicb  it  hai  not  permitted  a 
aolitarr  departure. 

A  number  ofotber  caiea  mifbt  be  cited  lo  the  aame 
point,  were  it  neceMary,  aa  Ihe  caie  of  Eaton  Sc  BcotI, 
Buihertbrd  m.  Uorgan,  andBiddle  u.  Rictiardi.  With 
theae  caaea  before  ua,  with  what  propriety  can  we  ny 
that  CongreM  has  no  law  to  regulate  such  prooeediugi? 
By  oTerTooking  theae  principTei,  Ibo  committee  were 
1^  to  •  deciiion  by  which  the  titling  member  was  de- 
prived of  hia  legal  and  unqueaiionable  right  lo  anexten- 
aion  of  time  to  prepare  himaelf  for  hia  defence.  It  waa 
one  of  IhemottuDlbrtunatedeeition*  to  theaiiting  mem- 
ber that  baa  been  made  in  the  whole  caae,  and  inrolvea 
tbe  grealeal  injustice,  andyet  nothing  of  It  appeara  in  the 

But,  air,  there  it  another  mitttatement,  unintentional 
MO  dnibi,  in  the  report,  which  ha*  had  a  tendency  to 
embarraia  inTettigatioo,  and  produce  injaatice  to  tbe 
*tting  iDember.  The  report  procecda  to  give  the  Tiewt 
of  the  comniittce  on  the  application  of  (he  titling  mem- 
ber for  further  time.  Alter  the  committee  bad  OTcmi- 
led  the  objecliont  at  to  the  informality  of  the  proceed- 
ing!, he  applied  for  further  time  to  take  bit  defenaiTe 
evidence.  Thit  application  vaidenicd  by  a  majority  of 
Ihe  commitiee,  and  they  tay  "  they  eould  Ana  no  pre- 
cedent in  which  an  application  ofa  nm'dar  kind,^f made 
at  an  earlier  period,  bad  been  granted.  It  hat  been  my 
good  fortune  to  hare  found,  among  the  reported  caiei 
of  thia  House,  ftre  or  tis  deelaiant  where  an  eztention 
of  tine  waa  allowed  ea  grounda  much  le«a  meriloriout 
than  tbe  preienl,  and  that,  tuo,  where  the  application 
wat  made  at  a  nucb  liter  period  than  tbe  preMnt.  In 
■ome  caica  two,  and  Id  olbera  three,  month*  have  been 
allowed  tbe  panics  for  collecting  eridenee  after  tbe 


B  bad  commenced  the  examinalionj  while, 
tome  caae«>  they  have  been  allowed  a  whole  vaoation 
whem  good  auie  wat  shown.  Appllcttlnnstbr  further 
time  in  theae  caies  are  analogous  to  motioni  to  poatpoDe 
a  trial  at  law  fiir  ihs  abaenee  of  material  wiinewet)  it  Is 
addreved  to  the  di>«etian  of  Ihe  court,  and,  on  reason- 
able cause  shown,  la  seldom  denied.  Tbe  only  differ- 
ence that  I  can  perceive  between  the  two  cases  is,  the 
caie  before  tii  presenia  the  stranger  claim.  We  are  tit- 
ling here  endeavoring  to  purge  the  polls  of  Illegal  voles, 
and  it  would  ill  become  u*,  as  judges,  to  shut  out  tight 
or  withhold  evidence.  The  tilting  member  should  hare 
been  allowed  further  time. 

The  next  error  in  the  report  is  contsined  in  that  part 
which  profesaea  to  Mate  the  circiimslaneet  eonnecte-* 
with  the  three  vote*  which  ihe  iudgea  at  Atbeville  dt 
ducted  from  tbe  petitioner's  polls.  The  report  wholly 
'-"-  •'  '"—^  la  the  Uw  or  Ihe  fett  in  the  etie.     The 


.    ,lhe  Bujority^  content  themtelvea  by  giving 
a  negative  reason  why  the  judgeaought  not  to  have  m   ' 

the  deductiOD.  They  do  not  tell  what  was,  but  what 

not,  the  bw  of  North  Carolina,  and  are  wholly  nlent  about 
the  facta.  That  the  Home  may  perceive  the  myttety 
wbicb  the  report  throws  over  the  case,  I  beg  lo  give  a 
brief  tketch  of  that  transaction,  and  Ihe  law  ofNorth 


of  a  1^1  voter  ia  actual  rn^ence  in  the  county  where 
Jie  rendei^  as  I  have  before  alated,  (3  tec.  2  vol.  N.  C. 
If,   p.  1^4.)     At  the  Henderton   precincts,  in  Bun- 


Yancey  county,  in  the  same  confrei&onal  diitrJct.  Al 
it  had  been  (he  practice  in  some  parti  of  tbe  State  lo 
permit  a  person  to  vote  in  any  countj*  in  Ihe  dittrict, 
provided  be  retided  in  the  district,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
judges  that  they  might  vote,  and  ihey  would  note  pp> 
poaile  (heir  names  ■■Tancey,"  and  certify  the  facta  upon 
the  Bcrollt,  or  pqll  lislt,  and  return  them  lo  the  central 
judges  at  Asbevillet  and  if  tbey  adjudged  that  a  pertoii 
could  vole  out  of  the  counly  of  hit  retidence,  then  lh% 
three  votei  were  to  remain  good^ut  if  ihey  adjudged 
otherwiae,  then  the  volet  were  to  be  deducted.  The 
certificate  was  made  on  Ihe  tcroltt,  and  ligned  by  tbe 
Judget,  that  the  three  peraons  lived  in  Yancey.  TbA 
wta  sent  lo  Ihe  judges  at  Aaheville,  and,  on  further  ex> 
planation  by  one  of  the  recording  decks,  N.  Blackttoc^ 
who  attended  the  Henderson  precinct^  where  the  Tola 
were  received,  the  judges  deducted  the  three  volet. 
These  facts  all  appear  by  the  dtposiiions  taken  by  itia 
petitioner.  The  committee  say  tbl*  deduction  .was  tin' 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  North  Carolina.  Suppose 
they  had  not  the  power  lo  ilrike  out  theae  votea:  still, 
if  we  are  tatiafied  by  Ihe  evidence  that  Ihcte  three  per- 
toita  did  vote  illegally,  we  tbould  be  bound,  by  the  tame 
rule  that  has  governed  Ihe  committee  in  striking  out  all 
non-reaident  voles,  lo  deduct  them  here,  if  Ihe  judges 
had  not  done  to.  Tbete  are  tbe  facta  in  tbe  caie,  yqt 
the  committee  aay  the  rotes  ought  to  be  counted.  I 
shall  Mate  but  two  more  errors,  and  dote  the  review. 

I'he  next  chut  of  voters  referred  lo  lo  tbe  report  are 
six,  which  are  said  to  have  been  tendered  to  tbe  inspect- 
or* or  Judges^  for  tbe  petitioner,  and  by  them  rejected. 
Thik  ca*e  pretenls  one  of  the  eatraordinary  chums,  and 
involvet  the  moat  tiogubu'  and  novel  principle  in  tin 
whole  cate;  and  yei  the  report  has  devoted  two  lines 
only  upon  it.  They  are  in  these  words:  "To  tbl*  [the 
be  fore- mentioned  three  votes]  tbe  commitiee  have  added 
five  volet  (In  list  A)  ts  having  been  legally  offered  fpr 
the  petitioner,  and  Ulegally  relused."  The  law  of  NorUl 
Carolina  provide*  that  "before  any  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote,  he  ihall,  if  requ'uvd,  make  oath  that  he 
is  qualified  according  to  the  conatilutiDn,  and  has  not 
voted  before  at  the  tame  election. ■'  By  Ibia  proriiion  tt 
>*  made  the  duty  of  the  judgea  to  refute  the  vote  ofanjr 
indivlditt]  of  doubtful  qualificationa.  In  thit  they  act 
Judicially,  and  may  peraitt  in  their  refutal  unleaa  tlM 
elector  ahall  lender  the  legal  oath.  The  duties  and 
rigbu  of  both  the  judge*  and  electors  are  made  plain. 
If  tlh  latter  desires  to  vote,  and  the  former  doubts  bit 
legal  qualification,  Ihe  elcclor  has  only  to  tender  hia 
oath,  and  then  it  ia  peremptory  on  the  judge  to  receivtt 
hia  vole,  provided  hit  oath  will  establish  his  qualification. 

At  the  franklin  precinct,  in  Uacon  county,  on  can- 
vaaaing  the  votea  there,  five  votes  were  found  In  tbe 
Commons  box  with  tbe  name  of  David  Newland,  the 
petitioner,  on  each,  but  nothing  to  deiignale  for  what 
office  they  were  Intended.  I'he  wilneas  atatea.  that 
there  were  a  number  of  votea  for  members  of  tbe  Btate 
I.egislaiure  fuund  in  Ihe  Congrea*  box.  The  judget 
changed  Iheae  votes,  placing  the  five  votes  with  the 
name  of  David  Newland  in  the  Congress  box,  and 
counted  Ihem  for  Ihe  petitioner.  The  report  altempit 
lo  give  the  evidence  in  thi*  case,  but  b*s  clearly  mitlaken 
it,  or  miaatated  the  faclb  It  charge*  tbe  judget  with 
the  mistake  in  pUcing  Newland'*  vote*  in  the  wroi^ 
hoi.  Thi*  charge  ia  not  ctfrrect,  aa  i*  ihawn  by  the 
*Bme  report.  It  Mate*  that  the  ballol-boxea  for  member* 
of  Congre**  >nd  8Ute  officer*  were  (even  or  eight  feet 
apart.  In  North  Carolina  each  ballot-box  la  kept  by 
aeparate  set*  of  Judges.  The  voter  present*  hi*  vote 
rolled  up  BO  aa  to  conceal  tbe  name,  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, there  is  no  dengnation  of  office  on  Ihe  vote. 
How,  then,,  wa*  it  potaible  for  the  judges  lo  make  (be 
mittaker    Be  puts  Into  hi*  bos  (and  there  ia  only  on« 
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wiibin  eifiht  feet  of  hiiti)  the  votn  which  is  giyen 
him.  It  it  not  the  judge  who  pull  the  vote  in  the  box, 
but  the  penon  who  hindi  him  the  vole,  that  mutt  make 
the  mittatce.  The  report  uyt:  "In  Ihii  cale,  then,  the 
icitlike  having  been  made  by  one  ofthe  jiidgea,and  not 
by  the  voter,  who  had  done  erery  ihing  in  hit  power 
toward  *  fair  exercice  of  hit  privilege,  Ihe  Judges  have 
coniidet^d  it  their  duty  to  correct  their  miitahe,  and 
Ifive  the  voter  hia  vole."  In  thit  cue  the  judgei  no 
doubt  acted  in  good  faith,  and  with  honeit  and  fail 


Eiven  liy  ballot,  the  intention  of  the  voter  ia  known  only 
y  the  box  where  he  depotite)  hit  vote.  In  the  cate  of 
Waahburn  M.  Kipley,  (Clarke  and  Hall,  page  679,)  thit 
principle  it  clearly  tetlled,  and,  indeed,  no  other  rule 


purHied  by  iheie  judret  were  lanetioned,  it  would  put 
It  in  the  power  of  the  ill-dispoied  to  give  at  many  votet 
A>r  one  candidate  at  tbero  are  ballat*bose*  at  the  pre- 
cincu  where  he  vote*.  Tbii  Route  never  will  tanelion 
neb  a  practice. 

I  have  been  thui  minute  in  the  review  of  tbit  report. 
Dot  to  much  with  a  view  of  diicutaing  directly  the  merilt 
of  the  main  question,  at  of  calling  the  atiention  of  the 
Bouee  lo  the  great  danger  it  would  incur  of  doing  in- 
justice, by  adopling  in  grou  the  concluiiona  of  the  re- 
port, without  examining  m  dellil  the  vtrioua  propoiiliont 
upon  which  the  real  meriti  of  the  case  depend,  and  of 
Making  a  clear  and  ditlinctive  decition  of  tbem  by  a 
direct  vote  of  Ihia  House.  Sir,  if  this  course  should  be 
adopted,  I  have  but  litile  doubt  the  final  vote  of  the 
Houte  would  confirm  the  right  of  Ihe  lilting  member. 
But,  if  we  are  to  labor  on  in  thit  uncertain  mode  of  gen- 
eral debate,  until  the  last  sand  of  our  meaiured  time 
thai  I  have  patted  out,  and  the  p  rev  lout  queition  aprung 
upon  ut,  and  all  debate  and  amendments  prohibited,  I 
thould  then  have  at  little  doubt  that  the  decision  of  Die 
people  would  be  reverted,  and  the  petitioner  admitted 
to  «  seat. 

I'be  remark!  and  comments  which  I  have  made  on  the 
report  of  Ihe  majority  have  been  dictated  by  none  other 
than  the  kindest  feelingt  of  pertonal  regard  for  the 
iDcmbers  of  thsl  branch  of  the  committee.  I  have 
avoided,  a*  in  juitice  I  should  have  done,  any  imputation 
of  improper  molivet)  on  the  contrary,  I  have  felt  dis- 
posed lo  ij'mpathize  in  the  perpleiitiet  of  their  labori- 
out  Ittlc.  I  have  been  read^  lo  atcribe  all  error  and 
mialake  to  the  numberleta  difliculiiet  the  committee  hid 
to  encounter)  but,  ai  It  had  been  remarked  frequently 
in  debate,  that  the  report  carried  with  it  high  authority, 
and  fearing  that  many  might,  as  is  common,  take  it  at 
conclutive  as  lo  ibe  truth  of  the  stalementi  it  contained, 
I  felt  called  upon  by  a  duty  I  owed  to  myself  as  a  mem- 
ber of  (he  mincA'ity  of  the  committee,  and  by  a  senae  of 
duly  lo  thit  House  and  the  people  of  North  Carolini,  to 
tpeak  out,  and  warn  the  Houte  of  Ihe  danger  of  the 
course  K'aty  were  pursuing,  by  adopting  in  groia  the 
eonctudani  of  a  report  involving  so  many  inaccuraciei. 

Before  1  ait  down,  t  would  direct  Itie  attention  of  Ihe 
Hoose  lo  the  concluuon  which  seems  to  me  the  necessa- 
ry result  of  the  conuderation  of  the  legal  points  and 
facts  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  the  remark*  I  have  just 
•ubmitted. 

The  majority  contend  that  they  hsve  found  evidence 
to  establiah  Ihe  illegality  of  nineteen  votea,  which  were 
givi-n  Id  Qraham,  and  which  ought  to  be  deducted,  vii; 
thirteen  given  by  non-reaidents  of  the  county,  five  non- 
residents of  the  Slate,  and  one  minor,  making  19.  They 
also  claim  that  the  three  Tancey  voles,  given  at  Hender- 
son, Buncombe  county,  and  refected  by  the  judgci  at 
AllieTiIlc,ihauU  be  restored  to  the  petitlouer*apoUsiaod, 


latily,  six  votes  which  were  tendered  lo  the  board,  and 
rejected,   should  be  added  to  his  pollsi  which,  in  all, 
would  make  38  votei  to  be  credited  to  bin,  thus: 
19  votes,  non-residents  snd  minors,         19 
3  Ttncey  votet  tendered  and  rejected,    3 

6  votes  tendered  and  rejected,  fi  3S 

They  also  credit  to  Orabam — 

8  bad  votes  given  ta  Newluid,        -        8 

7  original  majority,        -        -        -        7  -■.  —   15 
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Among  the  nineteen  illegal  votes  slleged  to  hsve  been 
given'  to  Hr.  Graham,  the  sitting  member,  four  are  sup- 
posed lo  be  given  by  penons  wbote  nsmei  do  not  ap- 
pear upon  the  lerolls.  Theie  scrolla,  in  some  BtMea 
called  poll1i>ts,are  Made  out  and  certified  by  the  sheriff 
of  the  county,  under  the  provisions  ofibe  Iswt  ofNotth 
Carolina)  one  copy  of  which  ho  is  required  lo  file  in  the 
clerk'i  office  of  the  county,  af\er  *'tbe  tame  is  ccrlified 
by  the  sherifT."  These  icrolli,  duly  suthenticated  un- 
der Ihe  aeal  of  the  clerk  of  the  county,  are  the  bigfiest 
and  most  solemn  evidence  of  the  mutters  contained  in 
them.  They  are  especially  Ihe  higheil  evidence  of  the 
truth  sa  to  who  did  vote,  and  how  many.  At  the  names 
of  these  four  individuals  do  not  appear  upon  the  polh 
certified  to  us,  snd  furnished  ut,  loo,  by  the  petitioner 
himtelf,  a  question  antes  whether  he  (Ih^  petitioner) 
thai)  be  permiltrd  lo  give  parol  evldenceoi  third  per- 
sona that  these  four  persons  did  vole.  The  manner 
in  which  Ihe  polli  are  kept,  by  a  aherifT  and  two  in- 
spectors, sworn  to  conduct  the  eleclioni  fairly  and  hon- 
estly, and  who  are  required  to  keep  each  aaeparate  lift 
of  all  who  vote,  which  lists  are  to  be  compared  and  cer- 
tified by  Ihem  to  the  sheriff,  furnithea  the  moat  toleaiD 
and  veritable  evidence  of  tbe  correctness  of  Ihe  registry 
at  to  who  did  vote)  and  by  permitting'  third  personi 
to  give  evidence  by  parol  to  contradict  tlii^  wonW  bo  a 
grosi  departure  from  the  oldett  and  most  salutary  nilea 
of  legal  evidence.  The  proof,  therefore,  that  thrae  fiMr 
rotes  were  given  to  Oraliam,  must  fail.  This  will  reduce 
their  number  to  twenty-four,  or,  in  other  words  will  re- 
duce the  nineteen  illegal  votes  to  fifteen.  If  Ihe  view 
which  I  have  takenof  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  shi 
votet  tendered  and  rejected  be  correct,  there  must  be 
deducted  six  vutea  raorei  and  if  the  new  which  I  have 
taken  of  the  three  voles  given  for  Ihe  petitionerat  Hen- 
derson, Buncombe  county,  by  Ihe  three  oititens  of 
"Yancey,"  be  correct,  then  three  more  mutt  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  number  of  illegal  votes,  which  the  petitioner 
alleges  thould  be  deducted  from  Graham^  polls,  leav- 
ing of  the  twenty  .eight  alleged  illegal  votea,  but  fifteen, 
which,  in  any  event,  should  be  deducted  from  the  sit- 
ting member's  pblla.  Bad  votes  for  Graham,  in  all,  fif^ 
teen.  Now,  sir,  let  us  consider  the  votea  which  Ut. 
Graham  contends  are  illegal,  and  which,  having  been 
given  to  the  petitioner,  he  claimi  ahould  ba  deducted. 

There  were  eight  votes  which  are  clearly  proven  to 
have  been  illegal^  given  to  Newland,  which  thould  b« 
deducted  from  his  polli.  On  them  the  cotnmiltee  were 
onanimout.  They  are  illegal  beyond  contradiction.  To 
theae  should  be  added  the  five  vole*  which  were  im- 
properly exchanged  from  the  Common*  to  the  Congres- 
sional box  for  Newland,  for  the  reaiont  which  1  have 
juit  statedf  which  would  make  thirteen  illegal  votesriv- 
en  to  Newland,  and  to  he  credited  to  Oraham.  If  to 
this  you  sdd  the  seven  volet,  hit  original  minority,  the 
sitting  member's  poll*  will  stand  thus; 
1st,  8  bad  votea,  by  agreement  ofoomroiltee,  -    A 

3d,  5  votes,  illegally  exchanged,      -  -  -    5 

1  votes,  original  majority,  -  -  -    7 
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.  flir,  1  lincerelr  believe,  irihl»cuo  were  pretented  to 
ft  jury,  kcting  under  ■  lolemn  oath  to  find  >  true  veidist 
(rant  the  Uv  «nd  &cti  before  ui,  thef  could  not  come 
to  4  rcHiIt  more  r>vor*ble  lo  the  petitioner. 

But,  lir,  the  ■Itting  meinbeF  clalmi  to  have  illowed 
him  Uq  more  votei,  which  >re  proTcd  to  h>fe  been  ii- 
Irplly  given  fur  the  petitioner,  by  the  documenti  which 
have  been  [lid  on  oar  tiblei  lince  thii  report  came  ini 
»nd  tbit  fbrmi  the  lul  point  with  which  I  ahill  trouble 
tbeHmiM. 

.  It  ii  clearly  right  that  theae  ^ould  be  allowed.  They 
have  been  taken  under  notice  duly  lerved  accordingi  tn 
the  lawi  and  practice!  adopted  by  the  petitioner  bim' 
•eiri  they  have  been  printed  by  content,  and  laid  berore 
lu.  Thie  proof*  are  clear  md  concluaive,  contiating  in 
neat  oaie^  of  the  oathi  of  the  votera  thenuclvea,  that 
ten  more  illegal  roiea  were  given  to  the  petitioner, 
whieb,  according  to  the  cleareat  eitimatea,  would  awell 
tbe  tilting  ineiDber'i  tiuijority  to  fifteen  vole).  Sir,  we 
dare  not  reject  Ihi*  evidence;  it  i>  before  ui|  it  ia  legal) 
Ittella  ua,  in  audible  wo^d^  that  the  lilting  member llu 
a  m^joni^  of  Ibe  legal  votes  of  the  twelfth  congreMional 
diitnct  in  North  Caiolinii  and  if  we  refuse  them,  and 
Ibcreby  tbe  sitting  member  losei  his  seal,  we  do  nothing 
less  than  take  the  election  from  the  people,  and  eontrJl 
it  in  Ihia  House.  Sir,  North  Carolina  will  never  submit 
toit.  SheiatoojealoDlofher  Stale  rizhtl.  She  is  too 
republican  to  submit  pstiently  to  so  high  and  flagrant  an 
assumption  of  unauthorized  power.  It  would  he  eitab- 
liabing  a  precedent  in  this  Hou«e  that  would  strike  at 
the  root  of  the  right  of  free  and  unrestrained  cleclioni. 
Tbia  evidence  must  be  admitted)  we  dare  not  reject  it. 
If  it  be  admitted,  then  (he  silting  member  will  have  a 
in^oriiy  of  fifteen  votes  over  the  petitioner. 

Among  the  reasons  that  have  been  assigned  why  ihcse 
depositions  should  not  be  admitted,  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  sitting  member,  in  not  collecting  his  evi- 
dence in  season,  forms  a  prominent  onei  he  is  said  to 
have  waived  his  right  by  grots  delay.  With  a  view  of 
testing  the  soundoeas  of  these  reasons,  and  of  expoiing 
tba  great  ii^uitice  of  the  charge,  1  must  tax  the  patience 
of  tbe  House  with  a  brief  itatenxtit  of  the  proceedings 
In  the  ease  before  it  retched  the  committee. 

Tbe  eleciion  for  members  of  Congress  wis  held  in 
North  Carolina  on  tbe  13lh  lUy  of  Auguit  Isst,  when, 
of  ail  the  votes  given  in  tbe  diiirict,  the  titling  member 
received  aeven  more  thin  the  petitioner.  On  the  3d  day 
of  October  thereafter  the  latter  served  the  former  with 
a  notice  of  his  intentions  to  contest  bis  election,  without 
inserting  the  nimet  of  wilneties  or  ntitiea  or  residences 
ofthevoterachallenged.  On  the  19ih  he  followed  this 
notice  with  another,  apprizing  the  titling  member  that 
on  the  29ih  be  should  take  the  depoiitions  of  "  Jamei 
D.Iuttin  and  others,*' at  Asheville,  in  Buncombe  coun- 
.ly,  a  distance  of  40  milei,  Tbe  tame  notice  also  tppri- 
zed  Ibe  sitting  member  that  on  the  Saturday  following, 
the  31st,  be  should  take  the  depositions  of  individuals  at 
Barnesville,  in  Yancey  county,  3S  miles  further.  They 
were  detained  at  the  first  place  two  dayi,  extmining 
their  witneatet,  which  brought  them  to  the  Slat,  theday 
they  were  required  to  be  st  the  latter  place.  On  the 
36tb  day  of  October  another  notice  had  been  served 
for  taking  depositions  at  Fronlalon  precinct,  in  Htson 
county,  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  106  miles  from 
Bsniesville.  They  were  detained  st  Bametville  three 
days,'  taking  depositions)  this  left  them  onaday  to  pre- 
pare and  travel  over  a  rough  country,  on  horteback, 
106  miles.  -In  tbit  nm*  notice  he  was  required  on  the 


^th  to  appear  at  another  place  In  the  tame  county,  and 
on  the  9th,  two  days  after,  at  Wayneiville,  Haywood 
county,  63  miles.  In  the  nme  way  were  these  notices 
crowded  upon  him,  until,  from  tbe  29th  October  to  the 
30th  of  November,  he  was  tummoned  to  attend  the  ex- 
amination of  witnestet  in  twelve  different  plioea,  at  an 
average  distanee  from  each  other  of  sixty-ibree  milei. 
This  would  sllow  the  sitting  member,  for  travel.  It- 
tendance  and  preparation,  an  average  of  two  daytf 
and   a    half)   and  yet  he  It   charged   with    <■  negli- 

Knoe"  and  groat  delay  in  not  preparing  bimtetf  be- 
■e  the  first  diy  of  the  term  for  trial.  Sir,  in  jaltice, 
perhaps,  to  those  gentlemen  who  charge  delay  in  this 
case,  I  ought  in  charity  to  say  that  the  <^arge  has  been 
inadvertently  made,  without  due  refiection,  and  with  but 
a  slight  knowlrdge  oftba  case.  All  this  time,  from  the 
service  of  the  first  notice  to  the  3d  dsy  of  December, 
the  sitting  member  was  employed  in  crotKXimin in g  and 
resisUng  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  without  an  allow. 
■nee  of  a  single  day  to  take  depositions  In  his  own  de- 
fence, unless  he  chote  to  take  them  by  a  forced  employ- 
ment of  the  time  already  pre.occupied  by  the  other  par- 
ty. The  gentlemen  who  have  debited  this  point,  in  esti- 
mating the  time  actually  allowed,  have  commenced  with 
the  1st  October,  tbe  day  when  the  notice  of  intention  to 
conleatihe  election  was  served.  In  this  they  have  &llen  in- 
to an  error.  This  wit  simply  a  notice  ofan  intention  lo  con- 
teit  the  teat.  Although  by  tbe  laws  of  North  Carolina 
such  a  notice  is  made  a  prerequisite,  it  hss  never  been 
considered  by  tbii  House  the  commencement  of  judicial 
proceedinga.  It  has  been  decided,  in  an  adjudicated 
case  arising  in  thii  House,  that,  although  such  »  previous 
notice  intimated  a  disposition  to  contest  the  seat,  it  did 
not  evince  a  fixed  determination  to  do  ao)  ind  that  the 
returned  member  was  not  bound  to  tike  any  active  mesl- 
uret  of  defence  until  some  jiidicial  notice,  luch  aa  to  ap- 
prize him  of  takinv  depoiitions,  wat  served,  or  tome 
other  active  and  efficient  step  in  the  ctie.  In  that  cate 
it  wai  vcryaptly  remarked  by  the  committee  who  made 
the  report,  that "  it  wat  very  easy  fun  perion  to  threiten 
such  a  contett,  though  he  never  intended  to  proaecutei" 
that,  in  such  a  case,  "it  would  be  injuatice  and  folly  to 
require  the  titling  member  to  enter  upon  hit  defence, 
and  Incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of  prepsration,  under 
tbe  bare  posvblllty  that  a  contett  might  be  waged.  If 
we  adopt  that  principle  here,  which  is  but  Just  and  rea< 
tenable,  then  mutt  we  adjudge  the  first  jud'cisl  pro- 
ceedings to  have  commenced  on  the  19th  dsy  of  October. 

But  It  is  said,  if  the  notices  did  not  sfford  sufficient 
time  for  tile  parties  to  appear  in  person,  they  ought  to 
have  employed  agenta  to  appear  for  them  at  placet 
where  they  eou'd  not.  There  is  no  legsl  substance  In 
this  plea.  The  employment  of  an  agent  is  a  measure 
the  sitting  member  might  adopt  or  not,  at  his  own  option) 
it  is  not  one  tint  the  petitioner  could  dictite,  either  ex- 
preisly  or  by  implication.  The  liw,  indeed,  reci^iaM 
but  does  not  create  such  asenclesi  in  eontemplalion  of  le- 
gal notices,  everypereon  is  aupposed  to  transact  his  own 
business.  The  right  to  employ  an  igent  In  luch  caiet  it 
a  personsl  privilege  thit  no  liw  cin  either  dictate  or 
deny.  The  true  question  here  Is,  whether  the  sitting 
member  was  allowed  sufficient  time  lo  appear  in  his  own 
person  at  these  several  pliceg  lo  eiimlne  witnesees. 

There  it  another  manifeit  error,  into  which  some  gen- 
tlemen who  have  discussed  thit  question  of  lime  have 
fallen,  which  iliould  not  be  overlooked,  tt  ia  ssid  it 
would  lead  to  an  unsonnd  and  dangerous  practice,  if  wa 
were  to  permit  this  evidence  to  come  in,  since  it  wai 
taken  after  tbe  committee  had  decided  that  no  other  evi- 
dence should  be  taken.  Tbe  error  consists  in  a  mitap- 
prehenMon  of  the  decision  of  the  committee;  it  waa  not 
that  they  would  not  receive  any  more  testimony,  but  Ihlt 
tbey  would  not  (Oapend  their  deliberatioiit  with  R  tiew 
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offpuiUngfarthfTtim^  If  tb^rdecin'ion  ludqid  (b«7 
would  receive  no  mon;  cTidenofa  it  Kould  han  )hut  but 
ume  or  tbe  a\o\\  Imporlint  depoiltian^  which  the  peti- 
tioner produced,  Thew  werf  Kce1*ed,eonitdered,  and 
adopted,  ftfier  tbe  deciiion  denyinir  Rirttaer  time  vu 
njaii?.'  If  Ihese  depMition»  h^d  been  rec^ifed  be/oro 
the  report  wu  made,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  have 
been  receired.  I>  there  any  atiig'nabie  reaion  why  they 
might  Dot  u  wen  be'receiTednowa*  then? 

The  quei'tion  wai  asiied  by  one  or  the  tnajority  of  the 
cotnniittee|  why  (he  aitting  member  had  not  applied  to 
the  HouM  for  further  time  in  the  firit  insUnce.  ThJi 
^ueilion  haa  come  fram  ■  quarter  1  ihould  lent  have 
nitpected.  That  gentleman  ahasld  hare  recollected 
that  the  aittin^  member  aubmitled  to  the  commiltee,  at 
their  Gnt  meeting,  a  preliminary  queation  ofgreat  force, 
which,  if  lus'aincd,  would  have  dismiaied  the  whole 
ciie,  and  ditpenaed  with  tbe  neceaiity  of  further  time; 
that  Ihia  queation  Ibe  commlltee  had  under  adviaenient 
until  the  15lh  day  of  January  before  they  decided  it. 
IVheD  it  wiB  decided,  he  applied  to  the  committee  for 
further  time.  About  the  lait  of  January  (hey  decided  thia 
quettion  against  bimi  immediately  afler  thi<,the30th  Jan- 
uary, he  gave  hii  notice*  fortakingdepoiilionsiand  Iheae 
f;eiT  depoiitiona  which  lie  atki  'obe  allowed  were  taken 
under  theie  notices.  Now,  what  time  had  he  to  apply  lo 
the  Houae,  after  the  deciaion  of  the  committee  waa  made, 
for  further  time,  that  he  did  no^  improve  in  taking  dep- 
Milioni'  The  quolion  ia  \  singular  one,  and,  coming 
from  such  a  quarter,  is  ealcukted  to  mislead  the  House 
In  relation  to  this  question.  But,  air,  T  have  detained 
the  Houae  much  lonj^r  than  I  intended  lo  have  done. 
I  (hall  cloie  my  remarka  by  (lylngthat  theaubject  ought 
to  be  committed  lo  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
retaona  [  have  before  intimated.  Thia  has  been  the  usual 
courae.  I  have  examined  all  the  caaea  which  have  been 
reported,  and  I  cannot  find  a  solitary  one,  where  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  vas  contested  and  diiputed,  that 
the  case  has  not  been  committed  lo  a  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  Rouse.  In  thia  cage,  such  a  course  li  more  eipe- 
clally  demanded,  aa  the'  report  is  required  to  be  amend- 
ed in  very  important  matters  orsubitance,  and  additional 
evidence  ia  to  be  received  and  considered.  Bealdei, 
(uch  a  course  wi^uld  better  comport  with  Ibe  eliaracter 
in  which  the  Houae  is  acting;  we  are  aitting  here  h 
judf;e*,Bi  a  courtorappeal.andnataialcgiilativehody, 

Mr.  Boyd  roie  to  reply  to  some  matters  of  fact.  The 
gentle[»(in  h&d  staled  that  mention  was  not  made  in  the 
commitlee'i  report  of  a  deciiion  that  no  votei  would  be 
received  of  *  person  voting  out  of  the  county  in  which 
he  resided.  Now,  Mr.  B.  believed  it  was  in  the  report, 
with  the  reference  to  the  laws  of  North  Carolina  on  the 
nibject.  In  relation  tn  the  heariay  testimony,  the  pe- 
titioner wtihed  lo  have  stricken  from  the  silting  member's 
poll  certain  voter*  of  this  deacription,  but  the  committee 
refused  Ihii  as  inadntisaible.  The  committee  aet  aiide  all 
testimony  that  came  before  them  in  Ihe  character  of 
hearsay  evidence,  and  received  none  except  such  ai  wa* 
positive.  I'he'  gentleman  had  complained  of  a  discre> 
pancy  in  relation  to  the  protest  of  the' aitting  member. 
Mr.  B.  had  only  lo  remark  thai,  if  Ihe  majority  of  the 
commitlee  had  not  done  the  aitting  member  greater  in- 
juatice  than  in  relation  to  thit,  hs  should  feel  gratified 
indeed.  The  gentleman  had  also  said  Ihe  majority  had 
appended  to  their  report  a  atatement  from  the  petitioner 
of  »  number  uf  votea  which  he  claimed  ougbl  lo  be 
(tricken  from  the  aitting  membei'a  poll,  under  hearasy 
tcilimony.  Mr.  B.  laid  the  liat  was  appended,  and  he 
wiahed  to  be  permitted  (o  aUte  that  not  only  the  Hat,  but 
everyother  document  which  they  could  get  hold  of,  was 
inserted  inl»  the  report,  both  for  and  agalnat  the  peti- 
tioner. In  tbe  committee  ihey  went  on  with  their  ex- 
limination  rrom  the  commenceraent  under  the  rule  laid 


down,  that  oone  but  positiva  testimony  abould  be  re- 
ceived, leaving  out  all  olheri  (bey  went  on  taking  notes, 
but  riot  deeding  in  tbeeaae,  uolilat  length  it  «h  agreed 
that  tbe  documenta  ahould  bs  submitted  to  the  parties 
&r  Ibe  purpose  oF  their  making' out  an  ^straet  of  aucn 
t^imony  as  tbey  could  rely  upon.  Before  that,  nothing 
waa  lieard  about  further  timet  but,  after  theylitd  inves* 
tigated  Ihe  testimony,  the  silting  member  came  forward 
and  aaked  farther  lime.  The  object  in  submitting  Ihe 
testimony  to  them  was  to  have  them  make  out  an  ab- 
atnct  of  tbe  case.  The  petitioner  furniahed'an  abitract, 
but  the  tilting  member  was  taken  sick)  and  the  commit; 
lee  waited  upon  him  in  the  hope  of  getting  an  abstractt 
be  was  too  welk  at  that  time  to  make  it  out,  and  it  was 
delayed  ten  daya  or  two  weeks,  the  enmmittee  atlll  wait^ 
ing.  Tbe  Htling  member  came  in  eventually  with 
mother  proteat,  inatead  of  an  abstract,  and  this  protesf 


append  that  very  document  to  the  report,  but  could  not 

[Hr.  Habd  wiahed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houae 
to  another  fact.  Tbe  commitlee  had  received  tome 
Ave  or  alz  votea  aa  legal  votes  which  were  not  on  Ihq 
pollbookatall.} 

Ur.  BoTD  resumed.  The  gentleman  bad  compbined 
about  heartay  testimony.  Now,  it  waa  well  known  that 
the  committee  did  not  inveatlnte  beanay  teatimony  at 
all.  The  comitiittee  had  decided  against  every  descrip- 
tion of  hearsay  evidence.  At  the  time  the  petitioner 
presented  his  abtlract,  Ihe  aitting  member,  inilead  of 
presenting  an  abstract,  prewnted  another  protest  against 
Ihe  receivabiliiy  of  aome  of  the  evidencei  and  he  had 
aaid  Ihat  that  protest  could  not  be  gotten  hold  of  by  him, 
or  it  would  have  been  appended  to  hia  report.  Th« 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hi>s]  had  informed 
nim  afterwards,  that  he  had  it,  and  would  append  it  to 
the  report  of  the  minority. 

[Mr.  HiBD  aaid  he  recollected  the  paper*  were  in 
hia  possession.  He  bad  taken  them  to  his  room,  for  Ihd 
purpose  of  examining  them,  but  diJ  not  recollect  of  the 
gentleman 'a  inquiry  of  him  in  regard  to  them.] 

The  gentleman  [Mr.  Hiso]  had  complained  of  tha 
majorlly  of  the  committee  having  recogniaed  the  polti 
aa  evidence  of  the  highest  authority.  These,  laid  UK 
B.,  were  the  register  of  the  voles,  called  scrollai  and,  > 
being  Imperfect,  had  not  been  regarded  alone  M  tb« 
highest  description  of  authority- 
Mr.  B.  hoped  the  subject  would  nut  be  committedi 
for  *uoh  a  course  waa  only  deaigned  to  cause  delay.  Ha 
desired  the  fullest  and  alricteat  inveiligation  into  Ibe 
testimony  relied  upon  by  Ihe  committee;  and  he  waa 
well  aaaured  that  but  one  result  would  ensue:  a  eonfirm- 
alion  of  their  report.  If  it  were  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  It  never  would  he  ter- 
minated, neither  that  ■etslon  nor  in  tl 
Mr.  B.  was  about,  he  said,  to  go  iii 


the  CI 


>uine  one. 
irtefbistDry  ol 


Mr.  MAURY  Interposed,  and  raised  a  queition  of  or- 
der: whether  a  motion  to  commit,  which  was  the  pending 
one,  opened  the  whole  merits  of  the  queation. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  remarked  that  Ibe  gentleman  waa 
probably  not  aware  (hat  tbe  motion  waa  to  commit  wilh 
sundry  initt^ction^  and  these  instruetiona  probably 
opened  the  whole  merits  of  the  case. 

The  CHAIS  ao  decided  that  tbe  instructions  did  open 
e  merits  of  the  Caae.         • 

Mr.  BOYD  proceeded,  and  entered  into  a  brief  stste- 
ent  of  the  acta  of  both  pariiet,  from  the  time  tbe  pe- 
ioner  gave  the  fitting  member  notice  of  hi*  intention 
<  conteat  his  seat,  on  the  3d  of  October,  up  to  (he  tlmt 
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oT  the  leBtiraon;  bein^  nibmitled  to  the  coinniittce. 
With  rrgard  to  ih«  admiiidbilit]^  of  lh«  teriimon]'  liken 
Hibiequcnilf  to  the  repoH,  lie  wis  oppowd  lo  it,  and 
wu  further  of  opinion  that  no  tratimon]'  riiould  have 
been  eansidnrd  whicli  wa*  taken  after  the  meetinK  of 
Congreni  but  no  ■ppllcalion  w*m  ntade  Tor  fiirther  Iifik 
(ill  about  the  middle  of  January.  This  applicaiion  waa 
made,  it  ahDuld  be  borne  in  mind,  after  (he  part]'  ma- 
k)n|>  it  hadhadaiinpporlunilyorcianiininKall  the  triti- 
mony,  and  knowing  Itiat  it  uru  iniufficient  to  enable  him 
lo  retain  bit  acal,  Thia  wai  one  act  of  the  commitlee, 
whieb  Mr.  R.  thought  they  were  cenatirable  fur;  fbr  hia 
opinion  was  thai  neititerparlyibould  hare  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  what  the  report  would  he.  The  aitting 
tnenit>eThad  niRercd  upwards  of  uxty  dayato  etapae  be- 
fore hemtde  hii  ipplication  for  further  time,  unlll  he  dis- 
covered what  the  report  of  (he  oommittec  would  be.  Hl« 
requea  waa  then  uiirea«onabte,  and  ought  not  to  hare 
been  complied  with.  The  case  having  been,  therefore, 
eloaed,  he  Ihought  (he  additional  teitimony  ought  not 
now  to  be  received.  That  motion  had  fiir  iti  object,  and 
was  in  effect  nothing  else  than,  to  procure  further  time 
to  hunt  up  (estlmony — an  ippltcalion  tlie  House  had  re- 
fused by  Its  vole  of  Saturday  laal. 

Hr.  KOAn  deaircd  further  infbmulion  on  certain 
point!  he  Itad  not  heard  touched  upon,  before  he  waa 
able  to  give  a  reason  for  his  vote.  He  confened  (hat  he 
was  unable  to  perceive  any  good  ground  on  which  the 

aueition,  from  the  fads  befurc  the  House,  could  be  iet> 
ed.  What  were  Iheyf  Tlie  election  took  place  onihe 
ISth  of  August,  and  on  the  29lh  of  October  the  petliion- 
or  gave  nolice  that  lie  ahould  contest  the  silling  mem- 
bePi  seat. 
Mr.  BOYD  said,  the  3d  of  October. 
Mr.  HOAK.  Well,  he  (rave  notice  on  the  3d  that  he 
•honid  proceed  on  ihe  39ih  of  Ocioher.  Look  at  the 
character  of  this  notice,  it  atiled  neilher  Ihe  reason  nor 
the  grounds  for  the  contesti  nor  did  it  conlwn  Ihe  names 
of  the  witneises,  or  the  kind  of  testimony  expected  from 
them.  I?pon  referring  In  the  report,  he  found  that  the 
petitioner  had  continued  taking  deposjtioni  up  lo  Ihe 
3d  day  of  December,  alter  Hie  silting  member  must 
have  left  for  Washlnjcton.  Again:  Ihe  election  liking 
place  on  tlie  ISth  of  August,  tlie  petitioner  had  the  ad- 
vantige  of  all  the  interval  of  time  between  the  day  of 
election  and  the  close  (the  39th]  of  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber. With  all  Ihese  disadvantage B,  ihe  sitting  member 
entered  into  the  investigation,  and  presented  i  protest 
againlt  the  admission  of  certain  teitimony,  which  waa 
not  decided  upon  by  the  commiitee  till  the  14th  of  Jin- 
uiry,  and  then  that  gentleman  atked  for  further  time. 
Mr.  H.  would  then  isk  the  committee  whether,  without 
a  physical  possibility  of  knowing  the  evidence  against 
him,  (he  titling  member  should  be  debarred  from  pro- 
ducing all  the  testimony  he  could  in  hii  own  favor.'  He 
waa  at  a  loai  (o  understand  the  principle  upon  which  the 
majority  of  the  commiitee  had  come  to  the  conctuiion 
they  hull  ind  until  he  did,  he  eouM  aot  sustain  it.  I'es- 
timony  had  been  taken  by  the  petitioner  aince  the  sittinr 
mcmt>er  left  home,  and  some  oppononily  should  be  af- 
forded lo  rebut  it;  olhertriae  great  injustice  would  be 

Mr.  BEARDSLET  saiil  there  might  be  great  force  in 
the  remark  uf  the  gentleman  from  HiiiiacliusettB^  that 
the  sitting  memtier's  case  had  suffered  by  (be  petitioner 
having  taken  evidence  since  he  (the  sitting  member)  left 
home,  if  thst  gentleman  had  rested  hia  defence  upon  ihst 
ground.  If  he  hid  come  to  the  House  and  stated  that  he 
was  liken  by  surprise  by  the  evidence  tahen  unee  he 
left  home,  that  would  have  presented  a  different  case. 
But  the  titling  member  was  asked,  when  Ihe  subject  of 
time  was  up  some  time  *fa  lor  disrustion,  whether  he 
desiredtlme  to  lake  new  evidenceof  which  lie  had  knowl- 
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edge,  or  to  hunt  op  evidencci  and  the  gentleman  dis- 
tinctly answered  thst  he  did  notisktime  toditcover  new 
evidence,  but  to  lake  evidence  of  which  he  was  privy. 
No  complaint  had  ever  been  hesrd  from  the  gentleman, 
thai  be  was  taken  by  surprise  at  the  depositions  taken 
since  his  departure  from  home.  No  complaint  «f  thia 
nature  had  been  heard  from  him  in  the  House,  nnr,  as 
fir  at  the  report  tliowed,  in  the  committee. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  pohliciina  wer«  not  good 
judges  of  contested  eleclionst  but  when  lawyer  politi- 
cians became  Judgea,  then  there  was  no  expedition  of 
either  truth  or  justice.  He  was  himself  not  awiyed  by 
party  in  thli  caaei  indeed,  he  could  not  be,  for  he  under- 
stood that  both  gentlemen  came  out  before  the  people 
for  the  same  candidate  he  lupported,  (Judge  While.) 
He  complained  that  the  moil  materiit  pirty  in  this  esse 
was  forgotten — Ihe  people;  and  Ihe  whole  had  been 
treated  as  a  e«»e  of  meam  and  twim,  between  A  B  and  C 
D.  Now,  the  question  was  not  one  between  Qrabam  and 
Newlind,  but  whom  had  the  people  elected.  He  under- 
stood Ihe  object  of  the  motion  then  pending  to  be,  to 
bring  In  llie  teitimony  taken  since  the  report  of  the  com. 
mittee  was  made.  These  depositions  were  undentood  1« 
vary,  materially  vsry,  Ihe  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  ind  he  could  conceive  no  reason  why  they 
ahould  not  be  admitted.  Could  a  decision  of  the  Com' 
mittee  of  Elections  set  aside  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
North  Carolina'  That  would  be  the  effect  of  afflnning 
Ihe  decision  of  the  commiitee,  if  the  additional  testimony 
were  laken  pursuant  to  those  laws.  Uut  Ihe  deciaiofi  of 
the  committee,  Ihat  these  gentlemen  should  not  have 
further  time  did  not  assert  that  they  rtltHild  take  no 
further  depositions.  He  asked  the  gentleman  at  the  bead 
of  ihemijorlly  of  the  committee,  ifnich  were  not  the  fad? 

Hr.  BOVD  sdmitled  Ihat  tlie  decition  of  the  commit- 
tee applied  only  to  Ihe  appHallon  for  further  time. 

Mr.  WISE  then  proceeded  at  length  to  cotitend  for  the 
adniissibllity  of  the  subsequent  testimony,  and  referred 
10  the  practice  of  law  and  equity  courts,  which,  undef 
analogous  circumstances,  would,  he  contended,  decide 
in  its  favor.  Just'rce  lo  the  people  of  North  CorolinB  re- 
quired that  the  House  should  not  pronounce  a  decision 
in  which  their  rights  and  interesta  were  involved,  with- 
out having  all  the  evidence  before  them.  Ur.  W.  allied 
thai  ho  had  heard  from  good  luthority  that  there  wer^ 
lens  and  fifties  of  bad  votes,  not  reported  either  by  the 
majority  or  minority  of  the  committee)  and  this  wii 
another  reaton'why  the  House  should  have  every  tittle  of 
the  testimony  before  them.  He  reiterated  that  that  House 
waa  an  unfit  place  to  try  the  case  of  a  contested  election, 
eipeciatly  in  view  of  a  prendential  election)  and  he  could 
already  foresee  and  prophecy  how  every  vols  would  be 
recorded  in  Ihe  present  case.  He  referred  to  the  caae 
□f  Hoore  and  lUtcher,  is  hiving  been  debated  exclu- 
sively on  party  gronndi.  He  admitted  thai  he  was  him- 
self  unfit  to  decide  the  question,  and  it  was  from  that 
conciouaneat,  and  from  the  scenes  he  witnessed  around 
him  on  thst  occaaion,  that  he  had  voted  to  refcr  It  back 
lo  the  people.  What  he  did  in  Ihat  ctat,  he  should  do 
in  the  present,  vote  to  refer  it  back  to  the  people,  and 
let  them  decide. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  remarked  that  it  had  been  evident,  for 
some  lime,  that  there  was  a  continued  and  labored  at- 
tempt to  make  thia  ■  party  queation  by  some  gentlemen 
there*  and  be  need  only  refer  to  the  vsrioui  motiona  that 
had  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  proof  of  the  fad) 
but  he  eirnestly  appealed  to  tbe  House  lo  te(  aaide  piny 
feelinp  on  this  question. 

Mr.  A.  went  into  a  history  of  Ihe  proceedings,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  the  committee,  at  some  bngth,  to 
show  that  there  wis  no  necenity  to  commit  or  recommit 
the  Mbjeot,  ind  entered  into  m  elaborate  argument  in 
support  of  the  yiew*  of  the  m^ority. 
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Hr.  PEYTON  appetled  to  the  geDlleman  from  New 
York  to  viihdraw  hia  mol'ion,  and  ihui  brin|;  the  quci- 
tion  on  the  additioiiKl  tcBllmony  iminediately  befure  tbe 
House. 

Mr.  HARD  iccordiTiBly  withdrew  il. 

The  qucKion  then  recurred  on  the  aiiiendmenl  of  Hr. 
GmiRAU,  to  add  the  resolution  befure  indicatedi  to  ad- 
mJI  the  additional  lest'imony. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  Bdjournment,  but  withdrew 
il  to  enable  the  Chair  to  preient  a  communication  from 
the  Sccrelarj-  of  War;  alVcr  which,  - 

1'he  House  adjourned. 

Satobd^t,  Mi.Bcn  36. 
PENSACOLA  AND  PERDIDO  RAILROAD. 

The  Bouie  ruaumed  the  coniiderallon  of  tbe  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Penncola  and  Ferdido  Rail- 
road and  Cinal  Company  to  conatruct  a  railroad  through 
the  public  landG)  tbe  motion  pending  being  that  of  Mr. 
Wij-uixi,  of  North  Carolina,  to  commit  ihc  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Houae. 

Hr.  WIIXIAH3,  ofNorlh  Carolina,  aaid  thai,  having 
had  some  convemtion  with  the  gentleman  who  had  re- 
ported tbe  bill  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
[Ur.  CuAFHAB,]  he  had  come  to  the  concluiion  to  with- 
draw bia  motion  to  commit. 

The  CHAIR  then  announced  the  (jueition  lo  be  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  PARKER  Inquired  if  there  wit  a  quorum  in  the 

The  CHAIR  counted  tbe  members,  when  it  appeared 
that  117  were  within  the  bar — no  quorum. 

Hr.  PARKER  moved  a  call  u(  the  Houtei  which  wu 
ncRatired. 

Upon  a  second  count,  132  members,  being  a  quorum, 
were  found  to  he  In  attendance. 

The  bill  above  referred  to  was  then  read,  for  infor- 

Hr.  HARDIN  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  atriklng  out 
180  feet,  as  the  width  granted  for  the  construction  of 
Uie  road,  and  inserting  BO  feet  in  lieu  thereof.  Hr.  H. 
Mftltd  thai  the  amendment  which  he  had  proposed  was 
usenled  to  by  the  DeUgata  from  Florida,  [Ur.  Whiti,] 
who  wai  not  then  present. 

Hr.  CHAPMAN  ahould  have  objected  to  the  amend' 
ment,  as  calculated  lodereat  the  objects  of  the  blUt  but, 
'as  the  Delegate  from  Florida  was  understood  to  acqui- 
esce in  tbe  amendment,  he  would  be  disposed  to  yitld 
his  own  opinion  on  the  aubjecl.  He  repealed,  however, 
thst  he  considered  tlie  amendment  as  fat. 1  to  the  objects 
of  the  company, 

Ur.  UEKCER  remarked  that  I  be  charter  of  the  com- 
pany  required  that  the  road  ^luutd  be  only  60  feet  in 
wldih.  The  argument  of  llie  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Hr.  Cbafmas]  would  only  go  lo  aliew  that  the  cumpa- 
(lany  had  accepted  an  impracticable  charier.  Tlie  Ual- 
timore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  occupied  a  width  of 
only  twenty  feel.  It  was  proposed  to  giie  the  company, 
under  the  bill  before  the  Houic,  eight}'  feet,  which  he 
deemed  amply  sufficient. 

Hr.  RIPLEY  said,  as  there  were  several  similar  ap- 
plications from  Louisiana,  for  the  privilege  of  conatrucl- 
ing  railroad*  through  the  public  lands,  he  hoped  that 
tbe  present  queition  would  not  be  decided  in  a  manner 
lo  make  it  an  injurious  precedent.  Experience  had 
shown  ttiat  considerable  more  space  than  the  mere  width 
of  the  railways  waa  necessary,  in  order  to  erect  depots, 
be.  The  cummittee  had  reported  in  favor  of  granting 
■  width  of  two  hundred  feet  to  the  Carrollton  railroati, 
in  Louiaiaoa.  This,  he  contended,  was  not  too  much. 
I'he  lands  in  the  Ticinity  of  the  Perdido  were  compara- 
tively wortlileasi   and   to  stickle  about  a  propoaitioa 


which  looked  to  the  conatruction  of  ■  great  thorough- 
fare, like  the  one  propoaed,  was  unworthy  of  Congreia. 
Ur.  R.  adverted  lo  the  enhanced  value  A  the  adjacent 
public  lands,  owing  to  the  eunstruclion  of  railroads. 
The  hinds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Alchafslaya  railroad  were 
not  previously  worth  one  dollar  per  *crtt  since  the  lo- 
cation of  the  road  tbey  bad  iMsen  to  fificeo  or  twenty 
dollars.  He  would  not  say  that  there  was  any  jealousy 
on  the  part  of  members,  but  particular  temples  seemed 
to  exist  on  this  subject.  He  was  dec'dedly  opposed  to 
the  propoaed  amendment,  unless  the  Delegate  from 
Florida  preferred  Ihst  it  should  preTail. 

Mr.HARDIN  remarked  that  the  bill  nave  to  this  compa- 
ny, in  tbe  character  of  an  "incorporated  hereditament," 
a  tract  of  country  sixty  yards  in  width,  and  perhapa  two 
or  three  hundred  miles  in  length.  If  there  was  only 
one  project  of  the  kind,  Il  might  not  be  an  object  of  ao 
much  importance!  but  there  were  numerous  applications 
Tor  aimilar  grants,  tn  I  his  ease,  the  charter  gave  a  width 
of  efghty  feet,  when  twenty  were  enough.  1  lie  Dele- 
gate from  Florida  was  content  with  eighty  feel.  Ur. 
H .  desired  to  see  this  charter.  He  wished  to  know  if  it 
afforded  the  United  Stales  a  fair  chance  to  transmit  the 
mails,  munitions  of  war,  Kc.  He  did  not  want  these  to 
be  carried  free,  but  upon  reasonable  termr,  and  without 
the  power  of  extortion.  This  was  a  charter,  not  of  that 
House,  but  was  granted  by  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Florida.  Perhaps  not  fire  members  in  the  Huuse  had 
ever  seen  this  charter,  and  they  ougbt  not  to  act  without 
knowing  whether  it  uiSiciently  guarded  the  iiitcreita  of 
the  United  State*.  He  concluded  by  calling  for  the 
yea*  and  nays  oil  his  motion  to  amend. 

Ur.  M>:RCER  was  authorized  by  the  Delegate  from 
Florida  to  move  tbe  aame  amendmenl  as  tite  one  which 
had  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  was  perfectly  sat'ufied,, after  the  declara- 
tion of  the  gentleman  last  up. 

Mr.  HARDIN  nitbdrew  the  call  fur  the  yeasand  nays. 

Mr.  PARKER  thought  tbat  time  had  been  waited  in 
discussing  a  bill  which  had  never  been  before  the  com. 
mitlee  to  which  It  rightly  belonged.  He  would,  there- 
fore, move  that  tbe  bill  be  CDmmiitcil  to  the  Committee 
on  Bouls  and  Caiisla.  There  was  auuther  bill  on  the 
same  subject,  which  he  sliould  alsu  move  be  committed 


to  tl 


Ur.  CHAPMAN  opposed  tbe  commitment.  He  had 
not  seen  the  chatter  of  this  company,  but  presumed  it 
was  properly  guarded,  so  far  as  the  rights  uf  those  im- 
mediately interested  were  concerned.  He  entered  Into 
a  defence  of  the  system  of  Improvements,  by  mean*  of 
railroadi,  in  the  South,  which  he  consi'iered  had  been 
assailed  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Ur.  fUauix,] 
and  also  into  the  propriety  ol  complying  with  the  uppli- 
caticini  fur  right  of  way  through  the  public  domain. 

Mr,  MEltCEIl  was  uppused  lo  the  commltmeiil.  Ue 
believed  the  subject  should  nut  originally  have  been  re- 
ferreU  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landni  but  to  send 
it  now  lo  a  difi'erenl  one  would  be  a  re&ucllon  Upon  the 
committee  which  heretofore  had  charge  uf  it. 

Mr.  DOON  (chilrmau  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fuijiic 
Lands)  had  no  pride  in  reference  to  the  cugnlzmce  of 
this  bill-  He  felt  particular  I nte rest  in  regard  to  the  pre- 
eJedent  which  might  be  ma^e  in  this  case.  Ur.  B.  ad- 
verted lo  tlie  Targe  apprapnalions  for  railroads  and  othi  r 
improvements  which  had  been  made  by  the  Leg  stature 
of  Indians.  If  the  views  of  the  gchlleman  from  Kea- 
tucty  [Mr.  Habdib]  were  to  prevail,  it  would  be  tsnU- 
mount  to  denying  to  the  new  States  llic  privilege  of  open- 
ing such  eommuiiicatluna  as  were  demanded  by  the  com- 
mercial operatioiiB  and  the  growing  prosperity  of  that 
portion  of  the  country.  The  committee  had,  in  several 
casea,  repoKed  bills  granting  a  width  of  one  hundred  and 
fi^y  feet  for  Iheae  lb orotigh fares.     Tliis,  he  contended. 
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wu  not  too  much,  ptrticuUrly  when  it  wu  recollected 
that  the  value  of  the  Undi  in  the  vicinity  were  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  improvement. 

Hr.  GR&NNELI,  laid  that  the  bill  in*olved  important 
intereati,  arid  ihould  not  be  paned  in  a  hurry,  vilhout 
BDCh  inrorinatian  as  to  enable  them  to  vote  inteiiigentlT- 
He  adverted  to  the  lar^  grant  which  wis  proposed  in 
the  bill,  as  a  reaaon  why  they  should  ict  unilenlsndingly 
on  the  lllbjec^  He  desired  to  know  from  the  ehiirmen 
of  the  committee  whether  the  charter  of  this  company 
was  before  the  committee]  and  if  m,  what  were  ita  pro- 
visions, as  it  was  to  form  the  baiis  of  le([islation. 

Hr.  BOON,  in  reply,  said  that  the  charter  was  not  be- 
fore the  committee.  The  bitt  had,  in  committee,  been 
given  in  charge  to  the  Kentleman  from  Alabama,  [Hr. 
CHintin,]  who  wasbeit  icqualnted  with  the  proposition. 

Mr.  D \VI3  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Cinats,  with  instructions  to  provide  for 
the  traniportalion  of  the  United  Btatet  mail  on  the  pro- 
posed railroad,  by  an  amendment  not  contravening'  the 
rights  of  the  company. 

.  Mr.  RIPLGT  felt  considerable  solicitude  on  this  sub- 
ject, represenlinf*,  ka  he  did,  a  part  of  the  country  where 
three  of  these  companies  had  been  incorporated,  and  had 
made  limilar  applrcstioni  For  the  privilege  of  construct- 
ing their  rosds  Ihroiigh  thepubliclsnds.  Railroads  were 
now  the  order  of  the  day  in  the  South.  He  contended 
that  two  hundred  feet  in  width  wss  not  too  much  in  that 
section,  when  it  waa  recollected  that  the  products  trans- 
ported upon  those  roads  were  of  a  bulky  description. 
He  again  adverted  to  the  enhanced  value  of  the  public 
lands  on  aceonnt  of  the  opening  of  railroads,  and  the  un- 
precedented amount  of  revenue  now  derived  from  that 
source.  He  apprehended  it  waa  believed  by  many  of 
the  memhera,  (hat  a  part  of  these  grants  would  be  ap- 
plied la  Dtlier  objects:  for  the  erection  of  houaes,  layinr 
ofT  towns,  or  other  ipeculiting  purpoar*.  This  could 
be  easily  remedied  by  an  amendment,  prohibiting  the  use 
of  the  lands  {[ranted  for  any  other  than  public  purpoaea. 

After  a  few  suggestions  by  Meatrs.  PARKER  and 
DlCKER30^f,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CASEY, 
committed  to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
a  similar  bill  from  the  Senate  hid  been  committed. 

-      CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  adopted 
on  Sstuidiy,  the  19ih  of  March,  proceeded  lo  the  con- 
sideration of  the  special  order,  being  the  report  of  tfaa 
Commillee  of  Elections,  on  the  contested  election  for 
the  tweinti  congTesaional  dialrict  of  North  Candina. 

The  report  or  a  majority  of  the  committee  waa  in  ftvor 
of  the  petitioner,  David  Newland,  and  concluded  by  Ihe 
following  resolutioni 

"RaolBtd,  That  Jsmet  Graham  ianolenlilledioa  seat 
in  this  House,  and  that  I>avid  Newland  ia  emitted  (o  a 
aeat  in  this  House." 

Hr.  GBAHAU  moved  ihe  foHowing  amendment  there- 
to: Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Resolved,"  snd  insert 
the  Following! 

<■  That  ihe  depoailions  which  have  been  commanica- 
ted  lo  Ihe  House  by  the  Speaker,  and  laid  on  the  (able, 
since  the  report  ofthe  Commiltee  of  Elections  waa  made, 
wherever  taken  upon  due  notice,  ahall  be  received  by 
the  House  as  testimony  in  thiacue,"  (ooncludintf  with 
the  names  of  Ihe  voters.) 

Mr.  G.  hiving  modified  his  motion  by  moving  the 
fi>reg«ing  imendment  as  an  addition  to  the  resolutiou  of 
the  committee,  and 

Mr.  HARD  having  withdrawn  his  motion  to  commit 
the  two  reports  and  the  additional  tealimony  to  a  Com- 
mittee ofthe  Whole  HousF, 

Hr.  GRAVES,  wlio  wa*  entitled  to  the  floor,  gate 
inj  to .        . 


Mr.  RENCHER,  who  said  he  bad  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions to  propose  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of 
the  committee,  which  would  bring  the  whole  subject 
substantially  and  in  detail  before  Ihe  Houaei  and  he  aak- 
ed  his  colleague  [Mr.  Gbihih]  to  withdraw  bis  amend- 
ment, aa  the  propositions  he  (Mr.  R.)  Intended  to  sub- 
mit would  embrace  it. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  accordingly  withdrew  his  smendment, 

Mr.  RENCHKR  submitted  the  following; 

1.  Rtiolntd,  That  the  depositions  which  have  been 
communicated  to  Ihe  House  by  the  Speaker,  and  laid  on 
the  table,  aince  the  report  of  Ihe  l^ommiltee.of  Elections 
waa  made,  whenever  taken  upon  due  notice,  will  be  re- 
ceived by  Ihe  House  aa  testimony  in  this  caae. 

S.  Raotttd,  Thai  the  five  votes  taken  from  the  Com- 
mona  box  at  Ihe  Franklin  precinct  in  Buncombe  county, 
and  counted  for  the  petitioner,  uuglit  not  to  be  counted- 

3.  Raohtd,  Thit  the  Uiree  votes  which  were  stricken 
from  the  petitioner's  roll  by  the  judges  at  Aahevile,  in 
Buncombe  county,  because  it  appeared,  by  the  return  of 
the  Judges  from  Ihe  Henderson  precinct,  Ihat  those  of 

living  in  Yineey  county,  and  which  hive  now  been  addec! 
to  bis  poll  bj  the  committee,  ought  not  to  be  allowed- 

4.  Baolttd,  Tint  two  votes  (to  wit:  Robert  Lank- 
ford  and  George  Barkley)  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the 
silting  member  by  the  committee,  on  the  ground  that 
they  voted  out  of  their  proper  county,  ought  to  be  re- 
stored, because  there  is  no  proof  that  they  lived  out  of 
the  county  in  which  they  voted. 

5.  Raohtd,  That  two  vote*  (to  wit:  Hoses  Pace  and 
Andrew  Morrison)  which  were  proven  by  parol  teali- 
mony lo  have  been  given  for  James  Graham,  oul  of  the 
county  in  which  they  reside,  and  on  that  account  have 
been  slricken  from  bis  poll  by  the  committee,  ou^t  to 
be  restored,  becauie  it  does  not  appear  from  the  poll- 
books  themselves  that  eitber  of  these  men  voted  at  Ihe 

6.  Raolved,  That  Wm.  H.  Hilton  ought  to  be  stricken 
from  ibe  poll  ofthe  petitioner,  because  it  appeara  Ihat 
he  had  not  paid  i  public  lax. 

7.  Rttoloed,  That  the  Rve  votes,  found  on  page  6  of 
the  report,  which  have  been  counted  for  the  petitioner, 
but  which  were  not  given  in  at  the  pulls,  ought  not  to 
be  counted. 

8.  Raoieed,  That  there  is  no  evidence  that  these  men 
were  qualified  to  vote,  not  having  lived  in  the  county 
where  they  offered  to  vote  twelve  months  immediately 
preceding  the  day  of  election,  as  required  by  the  consti- 
tution of  North  Csrolina,  or  that  they  tendered  their 
votes  u  required  by  the  law  of  that  State. 

9.  Rcmhtd,  ihmfore.   That is  entilled   lo  a 

seat  upon  this  Qooraa  a  Rrpresentative  from  the  twelfth 
congresmonal  district  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  R.  did  not  submit  these  resolutions  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  speech  thereon,  but  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  the  subject  before  the  House  ia 
■ucll  msnner  ssttiry  might  vote  on  each  separate  propo- 
sition. He  therefore  asked  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
as  lo  take  the  tenie  of  the  House  on  each  of  the  resolu- 
tions; and  by  the  time  they  came  to  the  ninth  resolution 
it  would  be  decided  who  was  entitled  to  the  seat.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  lake  each  proposition  by 
yeas  snd  nays,  so  that  Ihe  country  might  know  the  opin- 
ion ofthe  House  on  each  of  the  propoiitiona  aubmitled. 

Hr.  BYNUU  hnped  Ihe  House  would  not  receive  an 
individual  one  of  the  propositions  submitted  by  his  eol- 
leagije,  [Mr.  RmcHia.]  If  the  Bouse  had  any  regard 
for  its  own  dignity  or  tbe  interests  of  Ihe  country,  it 
1  not  consent  to  receive  those  propositions.  _  If 
gentlemen  look  but  one  moment,  they  would  perceiv« 
that  Dm  case  presented  a  striking  similitude  to  one  ot 
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the  moat  eslnordioary  ctaet  rrer  befofe  Ibe  Boutci  he 
meint  the  case  of  Moore  and  Letcher.  It  wu  wUhin 
the  recolleciiDii  d(  the  member!  of  that  Houie  what 
were  the  conaequencea  of  departing  froru  the  known 
rules  of  parliamenliry  pr«cedenl|.  lie  aiked  what 
com  mi  It  eet  were  (armed  for,  if  not  to  exuninenibject* 
«f  that  kind  in  detail,  and  «ft«r  eiaminingp  the  variouB 
detail*  to  come  to  one  general  remit,  to  report  the  facta 
to  the  Houte,  and  then  call  upon  tlie  Houae  to  wnciion 
or  reject  their  report?  lie  aaked  i[  the  Houae  would 
attempt  to  deviate  from  that  rule?  If  they  did,  tbey 
would  find  it  perfectly  impriclicable  to  gtt  through 
with  the  lubject.  if  tbe  House  hxd  commenced  examin- 
ing the  aubjectin  detail,  he  ventured  to  predict  that  two 
thlrda  of  the  leiiaion  would  have  been  consumed  in  the 
coniidaration  of  that  one  lingls  lubject.  I(  thoge  prop- 
ositions were  to  be  kept  before  the  House,  and  each 
one  In  the  Iluiise  wa*  lo  consume  as  much  time  in  argu- 
ments thereon  as  had  already  been  consumed  in  com- 
mittee, they  would  not  adjourn  before  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Congress.  Every  one  must  recollect  the 
immense  time  consumed  in  the  commiitee,  where 
there  were  only  nine  members  to  raise  argumentsi  and 
if  the  tubjeet  was  lo  be  examined  in  detail  in  the  Houae: 
where  there  were  two  hundred  and  forty,  he  aaked  what 
the  consequence  would  be  t  Much  had  been  said  about 
reiponaibiliiy  in  the  Houte,  and  he  now  called  on  gen- 
tlemen to  came  up  and  meet  the  reaponaibility.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  noi  attempt  to  aanclion  a  proposition, 
with  ■  view  of  merely  calling  ulT  attention  from  the  qiain 

The  CHAIB  Slid  it  was  not  In  order  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  the  f^ntleman  who  submitted  the  motion. 

Mr.  BTNUM  said  he  merely  spoke  of  the  propnsilion, 
without  reference  lo  the  motives  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  BENCHER  inquired  if  his  motjun  to  amend  was 
out  of  order? 

TheCHAiasaidit  waa  not  otit  of  order. 

Ur.  BTNUH  resumed.  He  knew  the  gentleman  bad 
■  precedent  for  hii  motion,  but  that  precedent  had  met 
the  universal  disipprnbaliun  of  every  impartial  member 
of  that  House.  The  House  had  act  the  precedent,  which 
it  was  proposed  they  should  follow,  by  attempting  to 
examine,  in  detail,  the  Moore  and  Letcher  casei  and, 
after  taking  the  yeas  and  nays  Kime  half  a  dozen  or  a 
dozen  limes,  they  found  ihemselvea  inrolred  in  an  inex- 
tricable difficulty,  and  iheirproceedinga  a  perfect  medley 
of  inconaiilency.  What  waa  the  result '  In  order  lo  get 
clear  of  the  whole  subject,  they  agreed  to  ward  off  the 
reaponaibility,  snd  refer  the  subject  back  to  the  people 
of  Kentucky,  lie  hoped  this  would  not  be  the  case  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  hoped  ihe  Houae  would  de- 
cide, as  a  body  of  its  character  ought  to  decide,  upon 
the  vahdily  or  invalidity  of  these  reparts.  If  the  majori- 
ty in  their  report  hid  drawn  wrung  conchiaions,  let  the 
minority  show  that  the  majority's  report  was  erroneous, 
and  the  House  would  tuve  independence  enough  to  de- 
cide that  it  wsa  erroneouai  but  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  go  back,  and  retrain  the  g-rounda  Ibe  commit- 
tee had  juat  paused  over,  He  said  he  was  prepared  to 
■how  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  inconsistencies  of 
the  minority  of  ihe  committee,  ever  committed  by  any 
act  of  men;  then,  if  they  intended  to  act,  let  them  coin. 
pare  the  reports,  snd  judge  of  themt  and  if  ths  report 
of  the  msjorily  could  be  subalanliated,  then  ihey  could 
alnke  out  the  majority'ii  report,  lie  anticipated  a  mo- 
tion to  draw  them  off  from  the  general  conclusion,  and 
render  action  im  tlie  reports  nugatory.  Such  a  course 
might  be  adopted,  when  the  House  thought  the  commit- 
tee had  done  wrungi  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
aanetion  this  proceeding  in  thia  iniiance. 

Ur.  B.  inquired  if  the  queilion  couU  be  (unber 
divided? 


The  CHAIR  said  the  fDOtioD  to  ilrike  out  and  insert 
wa*  indivisible. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  the  genUeman  from  North  Caroli- 
i  [Ur.  BvauM]  seemed  to  be  apprehensive  thst  Ihe 
gnity  ofthe  House  would  be  eomprontitied  by  adoptior 
the  propositions  then  before  tbem.  Now,  there  seemed 
to  be  Sve  votes  which  the  conuniltee  had  given  to  the 
petitioner,  not  because  these  persons  did  scluatly  vote 
for  him,  but  because  they  Intended  to  vote  for  him,  and 
were  refuteil  the  privilege  by  the  judges  of  the  election. 
Would  the  dignity  ofthe  House  be  compromiltcd  by  con- 
sidering a  proposition  to  atrike  them  off?  He  thought  nol- 
Agiin:  It  one  of  the  election  precincts,  it  appeared  there 
were  fiie  votes  received  for  the  petitioner,  which  were 
not  on  the  poll-book  at  all.  There  were  ojily  ooe  hun- 
dred and  furly-Gve  voles  polled,  yet  there  were  counted 
one  hundred  and  fiAy,  in  consequence  of  tliare  being 
five  votes  in  the  Commons  box  fur  the  petitioner.  Theae 
voles  were  admitted  by  Ihe  committee.  But  he  conlenij- 
ed,  if  auch  votes  were  to  be  received,  that  afmost  every 
man  might  vote  twice.  Another  was,  thst  the  commit- 
tee had  sel  out  wUh  the  intention  of  receiving  no  heartDy 
testimony,  yet  some  of  their  moat  material  fact*  were 
decided  upon  hearsay  evidence^  and  It  was  necessary 
for  the  House  to  have  some  mch  propositions  as  thoae 
then  before  them,  to  eome  to  a  correct  conclusion. 
They  had  the  right  to  make  such  propositions,  and  they 
would  claim  the  right  to  have  a  vote  of  the  House  upon 
them,  unless  cut  off  by  the  previous  queation)  and  they 
were  sll  equally  mindful  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  ihe 
House  and  the  nation.  Mr.  H.  referrrd  to  the  case  of 
the  Mnore  and  Letcher  contested  election  of  Ihe  last 
year,  stating  that  some  gentlemen  had  voted  inconsiat- 

Mp.  HAWES  rnae  to  a  point  of  order.  He  did  not 
consider  the  gentleman  in  order  In  alluding  to  votes  ol 
gentlemen  on  a  former  occasion;  end  he  took  down  and 
sent  to  the  Chair  the  words  of  the  gentleman. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  had  a  ri^t 
to  refer  lo  Ihe  ease  of  Uooreand  Letcher,  if  by  so  doing 
he  intended  to  apply  it  lo  the  ptesent  case. 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  glad  to  hear  that  he  was  not  out  of 
order.  He  was  merely  replying  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  [Hr.  Bmuii.]  Mr.  H. 
then  went  on  lit  state  several  Instances  in  the  Moore  snd 
Letcher  case,  in  which  ihe  committee  had  stricken  out 
voles  given  for  Mr.  Letcher,  hut  ibe  House  aflerwarda 
inserted  tbem;  after  which  it  waa  fiiiind  tliat  Mr.  Letcher 
was  ahead.  After  thia,  Mr.  H.  said,  some  gentlemen 
that  eonmittee  voted  that  they  could  nut 


apply  the  former  to  the  present  case,  it  would  be  in  or- 
der; but  that  it  would  not  he  in  order  to  te  examine  the 
case  of  Moore  end  Letcher. 

Mr.  HARDIN  resumed.  It  did  srem  to  him  that  it 
u  utterly  impossible  to  decide  the  present  esse  in 
any  way,  unless  in  Ihe  manner  proposed.  Some  of  the 
propoailions  he  would  vote  fur,  and  perhaps  aome  of  ihem 
he  could  not  vote  for.  It  appeared  tlist  there  were  sev- 
eral grave  legal  questions  settled  hy  Ihe  committee,  and 
it  was  necessary  that  the  House  should  examine  them, 
and  see  if  Ihey  were  correctly  aettledtbeudes,  he  did  nut 
want  any  evidence  taken,  except  luchaa  was  uf  the  mutt 

Mr.  MERCER  ssid  they  were  then  sitting  si  a  court 
of  justice,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  deciding  an  important  cauaei 
a  cause  in  which  not  only  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Nonli  Carolina,  but  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  people 
ofthe  Uniied  Stales,  were  involved.  He  considered  tike 
propokilions  before  the  House  aa  the  best  that  could  he 
adopted.  He  did  not  connder  that  they  could  arrive  at 
just  concliuioni  in  any  other  way  tbui  by  coMidcrini; 
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M«d  decidinfr  upon  indepeDdent  propoaltlona.  Re  tilUi- 
d*d  to  (he  Vicfinik  LcKuliturv,  la  whidi  lioilw  propo- 
■ttSoni  were  brought  fermrd  in  ■myu'  e*wt(  hmI  there 
thej  never  had  an;  difGcuIlp  in  coming'  to  ju«t  condu- 
■ioM,  and  In  oomin^  to  tbem  ipMdily.  He  wiihcd  ftir 
the  prMCDt  to  bave  diitinct  propoaitiom  laid  down  and 
nMed,  that  in  anrr  (imn  mdm  correct  principle!  might 
h*  left  (9  be  referNd  to  by  tboae  who  nriglit  tuececd 
tbnK. 

Mr.  WAWEMT  THeH P80H  wo«ld  beghd  ifthe  Hmiw 
■llould  tike  the  coune  indiealed  by  tha  reaolutioni  Iben 
befbre  them.  He  wiihed  to  have  an  opportunity  of  TO- 
tln;  on  Ikoae  propeeitioiu  •Bpirately*  on  wirae  or  them 
he  might  vote  for  the  petitioner,  but  on  other*  he  could 
not)  and,  therefore,  he  dewed  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  TOting  (HI  them  irpirMelr.  He  vu  ailoniihcd  thai 
any  gentleman  ihould  object  to  the  lint  rcMluiioo,  fur 
it  appeared  to  him  that  they  ought  to  receire  all  the  er- 
Idence  legally  taken.  He  compared  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  the  report  of  ■  commiirianer  in  chancery, 
and  argued'  that  the  better  manner  would  have  been  to 
refer  it  back  to  the  eommittae.  It  was  not  the  partici 
Uiere  whieb  were  concerned,  but  the  people  of  the  twelfth 
coimn,»aioaal  diatrict  of  North  Caroliaa  who  ware  iMer- 
Mtedj  and,  on  theie  groundi,  he  argued  that  no  nMttf 
bow  great  the  Itehet  of  the  fitting  member  might  have 
been,  yet  they  ought  to  grant  further  time.  But  the 
•Itting  member  had  ihown  that  he  had  written  to  wmm 
of  hii  Rgenti,  and  that  he  wai  ditappointid  in  eettinK 
IbeIr  KTViceii  therefore,  be  would  receive  (lie  indulgence 
«f  any  righteona  judge  upon  earth.  But  the  applicatioa 
wai  ttiat  the  teatiniony  now  on  your  table*  tie  received, 
an  that  every  man  might  iMake  up  hi*  mind  ondentand- 
Ingly  and  juatly.  Thia  be  ooniidered  a  moat  juat  and 
reaionabla  propMition.  The  committee,  An  doubt,  had 
done  their  duly,  with  >U  the  infmnnalion  in  their  powerj 
but  here  waa  new  leatimony,  whjcih  bad  come  in  aioce 
the  report  had  been  made,  and  he  wanted  all  the  evi- 
dence which  could  be  procured.  The  evidence  might 
make  him  decide  in  &vor  of  the  petitioner,  or  it  mtftht 
■Mke  bim  decide  in  bvor  of  the  littinfc  member.  How- 
ever that  that  might  be,  he  vuited  to  receive  it.  He 
nln  wanted  to  vote  leparaiely  on  the  fire  rotea  i^iuken 
oTi  and  ifthe  final  remit  wu  to  be  affected  by  thoae  five 
vote*,  he  ilioukl  be  in  &vDr  of  aendinfr  the  election  back 
to  the  peo|de. 

Mr.  UcKAT  waa  glid  tbcee  dirtinct  propoaitiona  had 
been  presented,  for  he  auppoaed  he  migitt  infer  ihal 
Uiey  prcaented  the  pototi  upon  which  the  aitting  roem- 
ber-a  caae  relied.  Mr.  MoK.  referred  to  •  brieToT  the 
tettimony  diMributed  by  the  aitting  member,  and  to 
varioua  depoaiiiona  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  into 
a  minute  CMMdnation  of  which  he  wcntt  and  produced 
the  original  poll-booh,  or  icroll,  of  Buncumbe  county. 
It  appeaMd  that  the  taller  waa  imperfect,  and  that  per- 
•OM  had  voted  whoae  nimei  wrre  not  now  found  on  it. 
The  returo*  ahow  that  Graham  received  130  at  FUt 
Bock,  Newland  9J(  whereai  the  poll.book  contained 
only  314  ntmea.  He  alao  poioled  out  acMne  other  dta- 
orepancie*  or  hialui  therein. 

Ur.  BENCHBlt  aaked  if  that  wai  die  original  poll- 
b(x>k,  or  a  mere  oopy^ 

Mr.  McSAK  replied,  that  he  underalood  it  waa  the 
original . 

Mr.  ItRNCHBR  thought  they  were  the  •herifF'ieopiea. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  remarked  that  they  had  pniteated 
againat  the  admiMibilliy  of  tboee  poll-book*. 

Mr.  HcKAY  replied  that  they  were  the  original 
recOTda,  taken  out  of  the  derk'a  office.  He  remarked 
that  theae  record*  were  not  of  the  value  or  aulbentidty 
Bome  gentlemen  aeemed  to  think,  for  they  were  never 
prcacrved  by  the  clerk*.     Mr.   HcK.  Iben  proceeded 


the  report,  and  the  depoattoaa  relating  to  Heaet  Pace, 
Samuel  Blaekwell,  Thoiua  Dorton,  Bobavt  Laakford, 
Gaot^  BarlUay,  Andrew   Horriaon,  a*d  WilUam  H. 

Mr.  WiflB,b«TiegexBMnnedthcpoUofFbtVa^,in- 
tcrpotad  and  remarked  there  waa  a  atil]  more  nwtcri*! 
vuiation  which  (he  goitleman  had  oticrlooked.  11 
itated  that  Graham  had  reee ived  130  votoi,  and  BIe«r- 
land  99,  nuking  SISt  but  the  aum  tUal  at  the  ettd  atale4 
tha  number  of  vote*  to  be  814,  being  one  le**  (h^  the 
number  returned.  But  ibi*  waa  nnt  alli  Mr.  W>  hd 
counted  over  the  name*,  and  fjiwul  there  were  only  114: 
tbe  number*  oppoiite  the  name*  were  correct  up  to  J6| 
but  tbe  next  mimbcr  began  with  iST,  and  u  ran  on, 
making  the  t«tum  100  or  101  more  than  il  abauM  tMve 

Mr.  M^AT  prooeeded.  That  made  no  differenae  !■ 
the  reault.  He  agreed  with  one  of  tbe  (wopoeiliou  of 
hia  colleague,  [Ur.  KaacaEB.]  and  that  wh,  that  Iha 
five  vole*  found  in  the  Coanaoo*  bos,  basing  the  nanM 
of  David  Newland  on  them,  which  were  taken  thera- 
From,  placed  in  the  CongretMonal  boc,  and  counted  for 
Newland,  ahould  be  atncken  off  tha  petitioner'*  poll. 
He  had  no  doubt  tiie  jildge*  had  done  it  Innooeatly  and 
eMucientiomly,  but  Ihey  had  done  wrong,  and  were 
not  authoriaed  to  do  ao  by  tbe  conititutiDo  and  lawe  of 
Honh  Caridina. 

He  alao  ooncnrred  with  hi*  coilet^e  that  the  oontti- 
tution  required  a  reiidence  in  the  county  twelve  month* 
precedingtbe  day  of  election.  He  ^rreed,  in  uim,  with 
hi*  colleague,  [Mr.  RiHoma,]  that  the  above-named  five 
vote*  ahould  be  tti^ken  from  the  petitioner'*  poUj  ako, 
the  three  vote*  for  Newland  in  Tanoey  county,  atriekea 
00°  by  tbe  Judge*  at  Aaheville)  and  that  a  twdve  month*' 
rendence  In  tbe  county  waa  indiapeiMablc.  Mr.  HcK. 
then  entered  into  a  detaikd  reference  to  the  depo«lion>, 
applying  the  principle*  of  the  foregoinf[  propoMtiona  uf 
Mr.  BoBOHaa,  which  brought  out  a  majority  for  the  pe- 
titioner, taating  it  by  One  rule  of  four,  and  by  inatber 
of  two,  vote*.  If,  however,  tbe  aubacquent  leatimony 
should  be  held  admiitible  by  tbe  Uou*e,  the  ritting 
memlier  would  then  liave  a  majoriiy,  and  be  entitled  to 
tlieieat. 

Mr.  BAHBR  addreited  the  Houie  a*  follow*: 

Mr.  Speaker:  A  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  courtc 
of  thia  diacumion  have  expremed  their  *urprt*e  at  the 
aentioMnta  which  have  bean  advineed  by  other*,  in 
referenoe  to  the  pointa  involved  in  tbi*  controveray.  I 
■Mill  be  penmtted  to  exprea*  roy  *arpriae  at  tha  aenti. 

meab  which  tboae  gentlemen  have  ■■■ ' '- 

lained.  Wa  are  gravely  told  ■■■-■  - 
Judicial  capacity,  performing  a 
to  decide  according  to  right  and  juiiiee.  Why,  we  i*v 
all  awai«  of  that,  cir.  One  gentleman,  however,  in- 
furm*  ua  that  he  doe*  not  contider  himielf  qualified  to 
decide  thi*  queaticn.  I  believe  I  am  not  miircpreeenl- 
.  ingthe  gentleman.  Ian  underalood  him  at  the  time, 
and  I  flitd  it  *o  reported  in  ooe  of  the  morning  paper*. 

[Mr.  Will  ro*e  to  explain.  What  he  had  *aid  wa* 
thia  I  ha  did  not  conaider  himacir  "  fit"  to  decide  Ihia 
quaalion,  nor  did  be  conaiUer  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
"  fit"  to  decide  it.] 

Mr.  H.  *ud  he  had  not  then  miwindentood  the  gen- 
tlemani  he  underatood  him  at  the  time  to  include  all  tha 
otembera  of  the  Houieaa  unfit  t«  decide  the  queation, 
A  great  deal  had  been  aaid  by  that  gentleman  and  olhara 
about  party  influence  upon  a  c»ee  like  the  prceent.  It 
ie  tlXHigbt  lliat  we  cannot  adjudge  between  the  reapee- 
live  claimant*  without  being  governed  by  tliia  iafiuenca. 
It  aeemed,  from  the  opiniona  exfsesaed  by  aome  gentle- 
men, that  thi*  parly  iufluence,  loOi  waa  >U  on  one  aide. 
He  would  Mk  any  gantlrman  to  look  over  the  yeaa  and 
mja  taken  in  tbii  o«*^  or  in  the  uaa  of  Moon  awl 
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Letcher,  or  in  any  other  cub  of  ■  eonletted  election  in 
hi^  P*rt7  timri,  »ad  he  would  then  «ppeil  to  hi*  un- 
dor  to  nr  whether  pirty  conaidentioni  Influenced  the 
daminint  part;  klone.  Sir,  nid  he,  if  kny  one  aUemptt 
to  tuitain  that  pnrition,  I  apprehend  be  vili  find  every 
important  Tact  upon  recan)  to  be  decidedly  kninaC  him. 
It  would  be  (uflicient  to  aatisfy  «ny  one  on  thii  paln^  to 
turn  to  the  votea  given  lut  week  upon  the  propotition 
to  fix  Thurida;  for  the  diacuiuon  of  tbii  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Electiona.  Ifgenllcnien  would  talk  kboul 
party,  they  mig^bt  (here  aee  which  political  party  It  wu 
that  voted,  to  a  man,  upon  one  aide  of  a  piriy  llnr,  and 
which  one  it  was  that  croued  that  line.  He  held  that 
we  ought  not  to  be  governed  by  parly  consideration*  in 
aoch  caicBi  and  in  (bataenlimenl  we  all  aeemed  to  agree. 
But,  unfortunately,  there  were  partiea  in  ihiF,  la  well  as 
in  every  other  free  country,  who  profened  one  thing 
•nd  practiaed  another.  It  did  appear  ttrange,  however, 
IhataAerao  much  had  been  aaid  upon  the  influence  of 
party,  we  thould  be  informed  by  the  geiilleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wiai]  that  both  theaa  individuala,  the 
fitting  member  and  the  petitioner,  are  of  one  ind  the 
nme  political  pany. 

[Mr.  WiaK  ezpluned.  He  had  a poken  caulioualy  and 
guardedly.  He  had  underalood  that,  in  their  canvaaa 
before  the  people,  both  gentlemen  had  avowed  the  nme 
principle!,  but  he  knew  not  what  might  have  been  the 
effect  of  the  magician'a  wand  aince  then.] 

Mr.  H.  continued.  He  did  not  know,  peraonally, 
what  tbeae  genllemen'a  political  opiniona  might  be  with 
regard  to  the  approaching  preaidehtial  election.  He 
could  only  know  from  what  he  had  beard,  that  they  were 
both  of  the  nme  party,  and  both  oppoted  to  hin.  If  ao, 
he  (Mr.  H.)  could  have  no  parly  conHderationi  to  gov- 
ern him(  nor  could  any  other  member  of  the  House. 
Both  of  them  belonging  to  one  parly,  their  political 
frienda  in  the  Houae  would  be  voting  between  two 
frieiidai  and  ihoae  who  differed  in  aentiment  would  be 
deciding  between  two  political  opponent!.  So  that,  on 
all  aidea  of  the  Houie,  ererv  genlleman  would  be  per- 
fectly unbiaied  and  impartial. 

The  CDnilitulion  of  the  United  Btalea,  he  remarked, 
made  il  our  duly  to  decide  Ihia  qiiealion.  By  that  In- 
strument, Ihia  Kouae  is  made  the  judge  of  the  eteclion 
s»d  qualification  of  its  own  members.  And  whether  we 
were  "  fit"  or  unfit,  in  the  language  of  the  gentlenun 
from  Virginia,  be  would  aay  to  that  gentleman,  and  to 
every  other,  that  il  was  our  duty  to  examine  ouraelvei 
and  prepare  our  minds,  ai  far  aa  poor  human  nature  would 
admit,  to  investigate  thia  case  fully,  and  to  determine 
il  impartially.  We  owed  it  to  ourselves,  to  the  parties 
intereited,  and  to  the  country  st  large. 

All  who  had  spoken  in  debate  had  taken  occMton  to 
comment  upon  the  importance  ofthii  case.  In  the  viewa 
thus  expresaed  he  entirely  concurred.  But  whil<t  ita 
importance  to  the  twelfth  congreaaional  diitricl  of  North 
Carolina,  as  well  ■■  to  the  whole  country,  had  been  con- 
ceded on  all  hands,  some  gentlemen  had  contended  that 
the  individusts  claiming  the  seat  have  no  interest  here. 
He  diaiented  from  thia  doctrine.  They  had  a  deep  in- 
terealt  one  of  minor  importance,  to  be  sure,  to  the 
intereat  which  the  people  of  the  district  havei  but  alill  a 
deep  and  abiding  intereat.  Sir,  laid  he,  haa  not  every 
.  member  on  this  floor  an  intereat  in  the  aeat  he  has  heref 
li  il  nol  one  of  the  most  honorable  pogitions  that  can  be 
occupied  by  mortal  man^  If  not,  why  do  gentlemen 
encounter  to  much  trouble,  anxiety,  abuse,  and  priva- 
tion, to  obtain  the  privilege  to  ut  here  and  deliberate 
upon  the  wellare  of  our  countrymen?  Each  one  has  a 
ri^^tto  his  aeat,  derived  from  lite  auffrages  of  his  fellow- 


po«ed  chance  of  Miecess.  Vte  hare  a  duty  to  discharge, 
then,  toward*  these  gentlemen  themselvea,  as  well  as  to 
the  pedple  of  the  district  which  Ihey  botb  aspire  to  rep- 
He  aaid  there  had  been  unrcuonible  delay  in  the  de- 
cision of  this  controversy.  If  we  did  not  proceed  to 
dispose  of  auch  subjecta  with  greater  despatch,  no  one 
would  be  willing  to  contest  an  election  in  this  House. 
Contest*  of  thia  description  were  always  unpopular) 
there  was  a  strong  feeling  in  the  community  sgainst 
Ihemi  and  this  was  shown  by  the  fact,  that  very  gener> 
ally,  when  the  question  had  been  referred  back  to  the 
people,  Ihey  had  decided  against  the  contestor.  This 
consideration,  in  Connexion  with  the  great  expense  of 
collecting  teatimony,  the  time  lost  in  arranging  the  obm 
for  presentation,  the  auapense  and  anxiety  attending  the 
trial,  and  the  delay  and  expense  of  four  or  five 
in  Wa|-  ■  .... 


Waahington,  must  neceasarily  deter  almost  any  man 
reafier  from  a  conleit.  We  were,  therefore,  letting 
bad  precedent  I  for  if  an  individual  obtained  a  eerti 6- 


ach  of  i; 


otbe 


cate  of  election,  no  matter  whether  by  fraud  or  accident, 
either  in  himself  or  others,  he  would  bold  his  seat,  and 
wrongfully  represent  the  district  for  two  year^  although, 
upon  a  fair  and  full  cxamlnition  of  the  poll*,  all  might 
be  perfectly  satisfied  that  be  was  not  entitled  to  a  place 
on  thst  floor.  It  was  wrong  to  threw  any  such  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  justice;  and  he  waa  aure  po  gen- 
tleman would  knowingly  contribute  to  produce  auoh  a 
result. 

It  waa  certain,  however,  that  there  seemed  to  be  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  Rouse  to  hesr  discua- 
*iona  of  this  kind.  It  interfered  with  public  business  of 
much  importance,  which  it  was  supposed  ought  to  taka 
precedence  of  it;  and  it  frequently  interfered  with  pri- 
vate bills,  whTch  gentlemen  were  anxious  to  have  passed. 
Besides  these  difficulties,  it  required  a  study  of  dij  de- 
lils   of  law  and  fact,  which  were  exceedingly  uninter- 


and  could  feel  no  particular  interest  in  the  points  pre- 
sented by  these  delsils.  In  addition  to  all  these  consid- 
erations, a  contest  like  the  present  crowda  out  certain 
party  debates,  connected  with  the  presidential  qiieation, 
m  which  some  of  u*  are  anxious  to  engage,  or  are  very 
willing  to  bear.  Under  the  influeiice  of  ao  many  unpro. 
pitiou*  causes,  it  ia  slmoit  impoaiible  for  an  individual  to 
obtain  a  thorough,  patient,  atid  early  investigation  of  hit 
cUim*  to  a  atst  an  this  floor. 

Thia  was  wrong.  It  was  a  question  that  related  to 
the  or^nization  of  the  House  itself— to  Its  very  exist- 
ence. It  was  In  fact  ■  question  whether  we  had  a  House 
of  Representative*!  and,  if  so,  who  compoaed  it.  It 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  promptly  acted  upon  and  deter- 
mined. No  one  should  be  permitted  to  tit  there  snd 
vote,  unless  be  had  really  been  elected,  and  sent  to  do 
so  by  the  people  of  the  district.  Without  sach  election, 
hia  acts  were  not  binding  upon  Ihe  countryi  snd  the 
community  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  legislation  of  un- 
Buthoriied  agents.  A  case  night  be  eanly  imagined, 
where  a  taw  of  the  greateat  consequence  ahuuld  be  carried 
through  the  Rouse  bv  the  single  vote  of  one  member, 
whose  seatmight  on  the  day  foUowingbe  declared  vaunt, 
because  he  had  not  been  duly  elected,  and  had  in  truth 
never  been  ■  member  of  that  body.  The  necessity, 
therefore,  of  apeedy  action,  must,  he  thought,  be  ap-  , 
parent  to  all,  snd  he  trusted  no  further  delay  would  be 
allowed.  Already  had  four  month!  elapseil  since  the 
subject  waa  presented.  The  committee  had  reported 
some  lime  in  Februsry,  and  we  had  been  'one  or  two 
weeks  engaged  in  the  diacussion  of  preliminary  point*. 
Had  we  decided  a  ungle  question,  or  progressed  a  single 
step  in  the  inveatigation?  We  had  not.  He  was  aston- 
itbed  that  gentlemen  ahouM  occupy  so  miieh  !!■■  in 
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fightlnjt  upun  the  borderi,  and  iklrmishing  ■long'  the 
frontiers.  Why  not  come  tip  to  the  nuin  qu«Btioti? 
Wby  not  adnnce  to  the  mcrita  of  the  controver*y,  and 
not  comame  week  arier  wCek  in  debate!  about  mere 
incidental  pointi,  that  could  lead  Co  no  practical  reiulli' 

On  thii  morning  there  hid  been  prcKnled  ■  seriea  of 
resolution*,  by  the  honorsble  gentleman  from  North  Csro- 
oVma,  [Mr.  Krhcbkb,]  which  it  las  said  would  Tacilitate 
our  inrealigalions,  and,  if  adopted,  would  ahow  the 
country  and  poiterilf  upon  what  principles  this  case  i* 
decided.  He  denied  that  luch  would  be  their  effect. 
A  part  of  tbeae  propositions  were  mere  trulnna.  Take, 
for  example,  the  first  one,  that  ■■testimony  tsken  upon 
due  notice  will  be  received  by  the  House."  All  agree 
to  ihii.  But  what  ia  "due  noticed'  When  we  have 
adopted  the  resolution,  we  ahsll  be  aa  far  from  a  con- 
elusion  as  we  were  before.  Every  ^ntleman  will  have 
to  determine  tor  hinwelf,  when  a  depoaition  is  presented, 
whether  it  has  been  taken  upon  "  due  notiEei"and  one 
will  determine  that  question  in  the  affirmatiie,  and  an- 
other in  the  negatire,  according'  to  Iheir  respective  opin> 
iona  of  what  ia  legal  and  reasonable  notice;  so  that 
nothing  ia  gained  by  thesdoption  of  the  gentleman's  res- 
ohilion.  Why  then  discuss  what  nobody  denies,  or 
adopt  that  which  cannot  furnish  us  the  alighleslasiist&nce 
in  the  inveatigation  before  ui^ 

Others  of  these  resululions  were  sufficiently  definite  as 
distinct  propositioiu,  bu<,  as  regarded  the  final  result  of 
tbe  contesl,  they  were  wholly  vague  and  indefinite.  Qe 
could  not,  therefotr,  rote  for  them.  They  were  calcu- 
.lated  to  mlalead  the  public  mind  as  to  the  principle* 
upon  wJiich  this  caie  might  be  decided.  He  did  not  at- 
tribute any  aucb  in'lention  to  the  gentleman  who  moved 
them,  he  only  apoke  of  the  chancier  and  effect  of  tbe 
resolutions  themaelvesi  he  would  show  why  Ihey  were 
thus  deceptive. 

Upon  the  taee  of  tbeae  reaolutiont,  if  they  were  adopt- 
ed by  the  Houae,  Mid  the  first  one  should  be  ao  con- 
Uiued  H  to  let  in  tiie  new  teatimony  now  ofTcred  by  the 
■illiotf  member,  he  [Ur.  Gbihu*]  would  aeem  t'>  be 
clearly  and  &ir^  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  district;  and  yet  he  may  not  be  ao  elected) 
and  a  member  of  tbia  Houae,  who  vote*  fur  all  theae 
propo^on*,  may  honestly  and  properly  vote  to  admit 
the  petitioner  to  a  seat  here,  in  place  of^lhe  gentleman 
who  now  occupies  it.  This  might  seem  strsngei  but  it 
wu,  nfvertheless  true. 

For  the  sake  of  illustration,  he  would  suppose  a  ease. 
A  and  B  have  difflcultiea  of  a  pecuniary  character,  which 
tlMy  cannot  aellle  themaclvca,  and  Ihey  refer  them  to 
three  of  their  neighbors,  aa  arbitrators.  A's  sccount 
mntistt  of  three  items,  of  one  thousand  dollars  each. 
The  firat  1*  a  bahince  of  a  book  accouut,  the  second  a 
balance  un  a  promiiaory  note,  and  the  third  a  bilanee  of 
the  purchase-money  of  a  tract  of  land,  sold  to  1)|  all  of 
which,  hecontends,  are  justly  due  him.  B,  on  bis  part, 
denies  the  validity  of  tlieae  claimsi  alleges  they  have  all 
been  paid,  and  claims  a  balance  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
as  justly  due  him,  on  a  fair  settlement  with  A. 

Tbe  arbitrator^  after  hearing  all  the  teatimony  and 
•rgumenia,  unanimously  decide  thst  It's  accounta  are 
not  eatabliabed,  and  muiC  be  rejected.  They  then  take 
■  vote  separately  upon  A's  three  items.  Tbe  firat  one 
■a  rejected,  C  voting  fur  and  D  and  B  againat  it|  the 
•econd  one  is  rejected,  U  voting  for  and  C  and  E  againat 
it)  the  third  la  rejected,  E  voting  for  and  C  and  U 
againat  it.  Here  would  appear  tu  be  an  end  of  the  easei 
but  it  is  not  so.  A  vole  is  then  taken  upon  the  whole 
of  A's  claim,  and  he  is  unsnimously  allowed  and  award- 
ad  one  thouiand  dotlara  afrainat  B.  C  allowa  him  one 
Ibouaand  dollars  on  his  book  sccount,  D  a  like  sum  on 
the  note,  and  E  the  aame  amount  upon  the  contract  for 
laod.     Each  one  Is  perfectly  aatiafied  that  A  is  enltUed 


to  the  one  thonmid  dollarii  upon  this  point  they  are 
nnanimomi  but  each  one  has  his  own  particular  reaaon 
for  thinking  soi  and  each  one  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
byhisowncouraeofeiiniinilionand  comparison.  This, 
he  said,  waa  a  caie  perfectly  anatogoua  to  the  one  before 
the  House,  and  it  was  atated  in  such  a  simple  and  concise 
form  that  a  child  might  comprehend  it. 

Bui  apply  tbe  same  process  to  a  contested  election. 
A,  the  sitting  member,  has  a  majority  of  one  vote;  and 
B  claims  a  majority  of  fifVeen,  in  thia  way:  he  alleges 
that  twoof  A's  votes  were  given  by  aliens,  two  by  minors, 
and  two  by  non -residents;  and  that  tbe  returnl  from  a 
precinct  or  township  where  A  got  a  majority  of  ten  votes 
ought  to  he  rejected,  on  account  of  the  illegal  manner 
in  which  the  election  was  conducted.  Tbe  subject  is 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  ibey  report  that  B'a  alle- 
gations are  sustained,  except  as  to  the  precinct;  the  votes 
of  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  retained.  They 
conclude  their  report  with  reaolutioM,  declaring  that 
A  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  that  B  is,  having  a  major- 
ity of  five  of  the  whole  number  of  qualified  vote*  given 
in  the  congressional  district. 

The  HouaP,  composed  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
beri,  then  proceeds  to  act  upon  the  separate  proposi- 
tions involved  in  the  contest.  The  first  forty  members 
called  sustain  the  committee  as  to  the  aliens,  but  the  re- 
maining two  hundred  decide  the  votea  to  be  good;  the 
second  class  of  forty  members  suaUin  the  committee  as 
to  the  minors,  but  the  first  foKy  and  the  remaining  one 
hundred  and  sixty  reverse  the  decision  oflbe  committee 
on  that  point)  the  third  cl«s  of  forty  members  called 
decide  with  the  committee  as  to  the  non-residents,  but 
the  first  eighty  and  the  remaining  one  hundred  and 
twenty  are  of  a  diRerent  opinionj  the  fourth  olasa  of  fur- 
ty  vote  that  the  precinct  returns  ouf[ht  Co  be  retained; 
but  the  first  one  hundred  and  twenty  and  the  remaining 
eighty  decide  that  it  ibould  be  rejected.  Thus,  eveiy 
decision  of  the  oommittee  upon  these  several  point*  ia 
reversed;  and  there  would  seem  to  be  a  large  majority 
of  ihe  House  in  favor  of  the  silting  owmber.  But  a  vote 
would  then  be  taken  upon  the  main  queslioa:  tbe  reso- 
luliona  of  the  committer,  which  were  the  results  of  their 
investigation.  The  classes  of  memberawho  had  been  in 
the  minority  upon  each  several  propoution  were  all 
compoted  of  different  and  diatinet  individual*.  The  first 
class  of  forty  would  believe  A  to  be  in  a  minority  of  one, 
on  acoount  of  tbe  two  alien*,  and  would  vote  against  him; 
the  second  class  of  forty  would  believe  him  to  be  in  ■ 
minority  of  one,  on  account  of  Ihe  two  mlnorsi  the  third 
class  of^  forty  would  believe  him  to  be  in  a  minority  of 
one,  on  account  of  the  two  non-resident  a;  and  tbe  fourth 
class  of  forty  would  believe  him  to  be  in  a  minority  of 
nine,  on  account  of  the  illegal  votes  counted  for  him  in 
Ihe  precinct  or  township,  which  ought  to  be  rejected. 
These  four  cliHci  of  forty  each,  making  a  majority  of 
two  thirds  of  the  House,  would  vole  against  the  sitting 
member,  and  thereby  sustain  tbe  result  at  which  the 
committee  had  arrived)  although  tbeaameHouae,  by  votea 
of  two  hundred  to  forty,  had  reversed  all  the  different 
preliminary  proposition*  vbieb  were  to  be  found  in  the 
report.  I'he  House  would  arrive  it  Ihe  same  ooncluMon 
a*  the  committee;  bui  Ihey  did  so  by  another  mode  of 
reasoning,  precisely  as  a  judge  or  juror  oDen  decidesa 
cause  in  favur  uf  a  party,  but  for  reaaona  allogetber  va- 
riant from  those  assigned  by  hia  advocate.  We  m'ight 
all  meet  at  the  same  point  at  the  skme  time;  but,  in  trav- 
elling thither,  each  one  would  take  the  path  that  hi* 
own  judgment  or  his  own  bncy  mlgh*  dictate  to  him. 
Waa  not  this  proper*  Huai  not  each  gentleman  be  al- 
lowed to  examine  and  decide  for  himselir  Is  he  not 
bound  to  do  so?  And  is  not  the  common  result  of  all 
these  examination!  and  decisiona,  whenllirown  ti^etber, 
'  the  judgmtnt  of  tbe  Houae/ 
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HMt  be  aMMrent    to 
that    all   attanrpt*    to  plice  u|int 

aoiia  lar  dccidio;  Ihia  tir  any  other   caae 

t  be  HtUrly  rain  aail  frukleM.  It  would  iiiTohrc 
afcera  m  aeaawny  iaomiMteneiei,  whicb  would  re- 
q«ure  oomitraalasplanationa  to  ntiafj  tboae  who  did  not 
undentand  the  whole  caie.  No  plan  oootd  be  deviaed 
bf  Iba  wit  of  ma,  which  woold  abow  praciaefy  iiyon 
wbal  pakneiple  tbe  Hovaa  acted  in  ooanny  to  a  eonclH- 
doa,  except  to  rilow  caeb  meoiber  to  make  a  apeech, 
firing  hi*  viewa  or  tbe  caae  at  i^rffe,  at  lo  oflcraatriag 
of  rcMtnticMia,  preaaating  the  entire  proocM  of  reaaon- 
faw  bf  which  be  arrived  at  the  reault  that  bia  flnal  vote 
■vht  indSoate  lo  hia  conatitBentf.  Thia  woeld  be  ut- 
tertjF  hayoMible.  H  would,  in  the  one  caar,  conMime 
the  whole  year  in  making  apeeeheai  and  in  the  other 
jneteaai  the  jearaal  w  aa  emviaoua  hulk)  for  noreaioo 
could  be  aaaigne<  wby  we  abovU  toIc  upon  teparata 
yrdpoaitianB  in  oaMeaccd  electiona,  titii  did  not  equally 
apply  to  all  Ibe  other  buaineaa  of  the  Houae.  To  carry 
out  the  ptiaoipte,  we  ataoold  occupy  tbe  whole  aeaaion 
in  writinj;  and  printing  what  nobody  would  read,  lo  the 
esoluikin  of  all  the  imporiul  bn»acM  or  tbe  country. 
Were  gentlemen  prepared  for  thiaF  If  not,  wby  did 
Ibey  urge  theie  doctrinei  upon  the  Uouae  with  ao  micb 
leal^  Uow  could  thia  caae  be  diatinguiahed  from  any 
otberF  And  yet,  who  ererlbuugbt  of  aaking  ea  lo  vote 
in  that  manner,  upon  an  appropriation  for  a  particular 
harbor,  light-liouae,  or  liittificatKHi  F  Who  baa  ever  re- 
quired UB  ao  to  Tot^  upon  a  bill  lo  in<»eaae  or  diniaiah 
the  dutiea  upon  a  particular  artiole  of  commerce,  to  io- 
creaae  tbe  army  or  navy,  upon  Ibe  adiuadon  of  new 
Statea  into  the  Union,  or  upon  tbe  allowance  or  rejec- 
tion of  a  claim  preaenled  by  an  individualf  Such  dc- 
mandi  had  never  been  beard  of,  and  yet  they  were  ai 
applicable  to  tbe  one  oaae  aa  to  tbe  other.  Ue  waa 
agiiinti  then,  becauae  they  did  not  give  a  fair  and  im- 
partial view  of  the  caae.  They  were  unjuit  in  ttwir 
opeTaiion.  Tbcy  migin  be  true  ai  far  aa  tlicy  went, 
and  jet  Ihry  did  not  tell  the  whole  truth.  Whdat  thej 
abowad  wby  loine  inemben  voted  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, they  gronly  miarepreaented  other*,  not  only  by 
not  ahowing  why  they  voted  diBcrently,  but  bv  imply- 
ing reaaona  for  their  action  which  did  not  cziat.  All 
tbw  waa  i^iiifMtcd  by  Ibe  argument  of  tbe  honorable 
gentlenun  from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  HcKtr,]  who  had 
juat  addrcMcd  ttw  Houae.  Ue  diwgreed  botb  with  tbe 
majority  and  with  tbe  minonty  of  the  committee  upon 
aeverd  poinia  involved  in  tbia  conlroreny.  He  alio 
differed  with  bia  colleague,  who  aubmilted  tbcae  reaolii- 
lion*.  He  took  a  view  of  the  caae  wliicb  Tatied  ia 
aume  retpects  from  any  heretofore  taken,  yet  he  had 
come  to  lite  concluiion  that  Ur.  Newland  waa  eniitied 
to  ■  aeat.  So  it  waa  with  every  member  on  tbe  Hoor. 
Each  one  would  tiave  hia  own  peculiar  viewa  and  mode 
of  rraaoning,  lo  arrive  at  a  reault  upon  Ifaii  aubjecl. 
Some  would  think  one  parly  elected,  and  aome  the 
otheri  and  aome  might  believe  that  oeither  waa  entitled 
to  a  aeat,  and  that  tbe  whole  matter  abould  be  aent 
back  to  the  people.  To  do  juatice  to  all  alike,  we 
mvM  allow  each  one  to  preaent  hia  own  viewi,  and  have 
them  recorded.  He  waa  therefore  in  favor  of  voting 
directly  upon  the  Bun  queatioa,  without  requiring  ea^ 
iMember  to  evince,  in  detail,  to  tbe  country,  what  might 
be  bia  opiniona  upon  all  the  queatioM  of  law  and  tact 
-ravidved  either  ii^thia  or  any  Mmilar  controveray. 

Tbe  fint  point  before  tbe  Houac  lor  conaideralion, 
after  di>pOKng  of  theae  reaoloiiona,  ia,  ahall  the  litthig 
member  be  allbwcd  longer  time  to  take  teatimonyf  To 
antwer  tbia  inquiry,  we  muat  aacertain  wby  he  ii  not 
ready  now.  Unleaa  aome  good  reaaon  can  be  given 
why  be  ia  unprepared,  we  ougbt  not  to  admit  a  further 
delay.    What   are  lb*  reaaooaf     Tbe  principal  dik 


aeema  to  be,  that  betwee*  the  period  of  hia  reeeivif^ 
notice  that  the  ctcclion  would  be  oonleated,  and  the 
commeticemeni  of  the  aemian.  there  waa  not  aufficient 
time  to  take  hia  teatimonyi  that  he  waa  under  a  "  moral 
obligation''  to  oome  here  aa  a  member  of  Congremi  that 
he  waa  not  bound  lo  employ  an  agent  lo  lake  depoal- 
tioiM  during  the  aemion,  becauae  be  baa  a  right  to  b« 
■trwnaHy  preaent  when  they  are  bheni  and  tberefare 
hia  laalimony  baa  not  been  procured.  Now,  if  thia  b«  a 
corraot  view  of  tbe  aubjcct,  longer  lime  abould  be  al- 
lowed. Let  ua  aae  if  it  ia  ao. 
If  be  were  under  a  "motnl  oUigatian"  to  come  ber* 

"  MMral  obligation"  to  atay  beK  iww.     I'be  obligaiioa 
haa  not  dimiDithed.     It  ta  aa  atrong  at  one  period  of  the 
Ml  another.     Tet  be  imw  aaka  the  privilege  of 
f  ■  ...... 

depMilioi._ 

intend  to  remain  here  and  tf 

i^nlaP    If  ao,  thii  ci 

commeneeawM  of  the  ai 

he  not  leave  agenia,  when  I 

in  the  eotleclion  of  evidence  and  tbe  «i 

of  the  petitioner'a  wllneaaeal    If  that  had  been  done,  ha 

m^ht  have  had  all  the  evidence  that  could  have  been 

obtained  in  the  di^Irict,  and  would  now  be  perfectly 

prepared,  aocording  to  bia  own  viewa  of  the  oar,  lo 

come  to  a  final  heariitg.     Wboae  fimit  ia  it  that  he  did 

not  do  io^    Not  Hr.  Newtand'a.     Ii  the  latter  to  auffer 

on  aoeonnt  of  the  otbei'a  n^lecU    Tbia  ia  not  joal. 

WbilM  weareaocautiotMaboutlberiglilaof  oneMdM 

parliea,  we  mutt  remember  that  the  other  biarigbu  loo. 

Each  one  bai  an  equal  claim  to  our  proteoUoni  and  be- 

tbre  an  order  ii  mad*  lo  tbe  prcjudioe  of  tbe  one,  we 

muit  be  aatielted  Ibal  tbe  other  ia  birty  entitled  lo  it 

upon  principlea  of  equity. 

But  1  detiy  that  there  waa  any  auoh  ■■  moral  obrga- 
tion**  upon  the  aitting  member,  aa  ia  altend.  We  often 
deceive  ouraelvea  in  diamiming  a  aubjact,  by  taking 
tbtnga  for  granted  which  cannot  be  proved,  and  which 
ate  not  conceded  by  our  adreriarica.  It  ia  aaid  he  w» 
morally  bound  to  oome  here  at  the  commeneeiMeDt  of 
the  aemion,  and  therefore  did  notalay  to  take  teatinony 
in  the  diatrict.  Why  waa  be  ao  bound'  WaaitbeeaiM 
he  waa  a  member  of  Congreaa?  That  ia  denied,  aod  ia 
Ihe  very  quealion  we  are  about  lo  try.  The  petitioner 
•aya  be  ia  the  member  from  that  diatrict,  and  ofl^ra  Iba 
proof  to  convince  ua  that  auch  ia  the  ^ct.  How  can 
gentlemen  talk  about  a  moral  obligation  upon  one  of  the 
parliea  that  does  not  real  upon  live  other'  They  aland 
preciaely  upon  the  aame  ground  with  regard  to  the 
•eati  each  one  claiming  it,  and  calling  upon  the  Houae 
ao  mv  who  baa  the  beat  title.  True,  the  aitting  member 
haa  temporary  poMeaaion  of  tlie  place,  l>ecauae  ha 
held  a  certificate  of  election)  but  a  certifieate  ia  only 
prima  fade  cvidencr,  aa  the  lawyera  call  it,  of  a 
man*!  ri^t  to  a  aeat.  It  ia  not  eonoluaive.  Belter 
evidence  can  be  preaented  than  the  eerliBcale,  and 
the  petitioner  informa  tu  be  haa  that  eridence.  Tbo 
(aot,  then,  that  the  littiBg  member  bad  a  certificate, 
crwated  no  "  moral  obligation"  lo  oome  here.  He  knew 
hia  right  to  the  aeat  wu  contealcd,  ihat  evidence  would 
be  preaenled  here  to  overthrow  hia  certificale,  and  be 
waa  bound,  if  he  intended  to  make  a  defence,  to  May 
lumaelf  or  appmnt  an  agent,  attd  have  bii  proof  collect- 
ed  to  luaiain  hia  cbim.  If  he  did  not  chooae  to  da 
Ihia,  and  ahould  now  lose  by  it,  he  haa  no  one  to  blame 
but  himielf.  He  cannot  act  up  a  diatinct'ion  between 
tbe  righia  of  himaelf  and  the  petitioner,  1u  produce  de- 
lay. It  laa^tfispriru^,  a  begging  of  the  queation, 
to  aaaume  Ihn  diMlnctioe,  when  the  point  thus  amuned 
it  not  only  not  admitted,  but  la  peremptorily  denied.  If  he 
muat  be  coutldered  a  menber  of  Cengrea  at  tbe  ««b- 
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it  or  the  MMion,  *nd  thereTore  not  bound  to 
defend'  hii  claim,  merely  becauie  he  hii  m  certifioate, 
b«  ouf^ht,  upon  Ihe  ikme  principle,  (o  be  coniidered  a 
member  throu^  every  period  of  the  teuionj  and  he 
might  claim  to  remain  here,  noCwilhstanding  the  teiti- 
■nony  may  prove  that  he  ought  never  to  have  had  a  cer- 
liBcale. 

Again:  it  ia  urged  that  time  ihall  be  allowed,  beouae 
be  relied  upon  hia  proleat,  and  expected  the  petilion- 
er*!  leilimony  voutd  be  rqecled.  Thi>  is  not  a  tenable 
poiition.  Gentlemen  are  continually  reminding  ui  uF 
the  rulei  which  prevail  in  court*  or  law.  In  those  tri- 
bunal! every  man  is  bound  to  know  what  the  law  ii|  and 
if  a  party  nukei  an  iuue  upon  a  legal  point,  and  reliei 
upon  it  for  hii  defence,  if  the  court  should  decide  it 
against  him,  he  will  not  be  allowed  on  that  account  Id 
delay  the  opposite  parly  in  a  trial  upon  the  merits.  IT 
this  principle  were  adopted,  a  continuance  or  the  cause 
could  at  any  time  be  obtained  by  making  a  legal  istue. 
Upon  gentlemen's  own  principles,  then,  this  is  not  a 
giHid  reaaon  for  delay.  The  sitting  member  chose  to  make 
a  legal  question,  protesting  against  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings,  and  asking  the  coinmitlee  to  overrule  all 
the  petitioner's  testimony)  but  in  the  mean  time  he 
should  have  prepared  for  trial.  When  Ihe  legal  prin- 
ciple ii  decided  against  him,  be  cannot  expect  the  peti- 
tioner to  wait  until  he  can  gn  Gve  or  six  hundred  miles 
to  procure  evidence  lo  sustain  hii  ctaima.  This  would 
be  unreasonable,  and  cannot  therefore  be  granted.  All 
Judicial  tribunals  must  have  a  time  when  the  doors  are 
closed  to  the  admission  of  further  evidence.  Without 
fucb  ■  rule,  a  trial  cuuld  nerer  be  had.  Litigants  would 
grow  grey  during  the  pendrncy  uf  their  Uwsuils,  and 
the  proceeding  would  in  fscl  amount  to  a  denial  of  jus- 
tice. If  the  sitting  member  were  dissatltRed  with  the 
decision  o(  the  committee  upnn  any  point,  he  should 
have  appealed  to  (he  House.  We  have  ttie  right  to  in- 
struct our  committeei.  They  are  alwayi  under  our 
control.  A  decision  made  by  them,  overruling  his  pro- 
teat,  or  refusing  him  longer  lime  to  procure  evidenee, 
could  have  been  reviewed  here  and  reversed,  if  we 
llioitghi  proper  to  reverse  it,  Ihe  next  d»y  after  it  was 
made,  aa  well  ■■  now. 

He  Bute  no  such  appeal,  but  lubTiiitted  to  the  decis- 
ion) and  there  is  no  reason  why  we  ahoiild  now  inter- 
po«e  for  hiarefief.  It  will  not  do  to  say  it  isahardcasei 
that  injustice  will  be  done  by  our  refusal  oF  time.  The 
aamemay  be  aaid  in  every  case  in  court  where  llie  party 
want!  time  granted,  but  has  used  no  diligence  lo  get 
ready  for  trial.  Neilher  will  it  do  to  say  that  the  people 
of  the  district  demand  longer  lime,  as  tome  gentlemen 
have  said  during  the  d'iscuision.  Who  speaks  the  senti- 
mentt  of  the  people?  Who  is  the  true  representalire 
ofthepeopler  That  is  what  we  are  about  to  decide. 
Whilst  one  party  alleges  that  the  people  want  more  time, 
the  other  says  Ihe  people  do  not  want  it.  We  must  de- 
cide, therefore,  according  to  all  thecircumatances,  with. 
out  reference  to  either  of  these  declarations. 

We  come  now  to  the  new  point  in  this  controversy. 


imltae.  To  judge  from  the  zeal  displayed  by  gentlemen 
to  bring  in  these  depoaition*  as  proof,  we  might  con- 
clude that  the  whole  case  turned  upon  this  hinge.  In- 
deed, it  seems  to  be  tacitly  admitted  that,  withuut  their 
reception,  taking  the  Case  upon  the  testimony  before 
the  committee,  there  ia  a  majority  of  the  legally  quali- 
fied vntea  in  favor  of  the  petitioner.  If  this  be  so,  we 
should  examine  snd  decide  the  proposition  to  admit  Ihii 
new  proof  with  the  greater  care  and  caution.  If  its 
effect  were  only  to  swell  or  diminish  the  majority  of  one 
of  Uie  partiea  over  the  other,  its  admission  or  rejection 
would  be  of  comparatively  little  importance. 
Tei.  Xll.—lSr 


It  has  been  rightly  remarked,  that  we  are  acting  now 
as  a  judicial  tribunal,  and,  as  such,  must  be  governed  by 
Ihe  rules  adopted  in  those  tribunals,  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  Wesre  not  bound  by  the  inflexible  rules 
of  any  particular  court)  nor  are  we  restrained  or  guided 
by  any  law  of  Congress  upon  this  subject)  it  is  matterof 
serious  regret  that  there  is  no  Uw  to  regtilste  these  eon- 
teals.  Still,  no  one  will  deny  that  we  ought  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  general  principles  observed  in  all  judicial 
bodies,  which  secure  fairness  in  the  proceedinga,  and 
accomplish  Ihe  endi  ofjuitice  in  the  result.  The  taking 
of  depositions  ia  regulated  in  all  the  States,  either  by 
poiitive  stalute,  or  by  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  courta. 
One  great  principle  will  be  fjund  to  preiail  universally: 
wlitch  is,  that  no  undue  advantage  ia  to  be  gained  by 
either  party  over  the  other.  In  every  court,  it  will  be 
founrl  tl.at  the  opposite  party  must  either  be  notified  of 
the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  depositions,  so  that  he 
may  be  present  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  or  else 
he  has  time  allowed  him  afler  they  come  in,  to  take  lea- 
timony  to  explain,  rebut,  or  discredit  the  evidence. 
The  experience  of  succeeding  sgea  has  shown  the  wis- 
dom of  these  rules,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  lightly  de- 
parted  from,  even  in  this  enlightened  aaiembly.  Depo- 
silions,  to  be  legal,  mutt  be  taken  before  some  person 
authorized  lo  adminiiter  oalhst  snd,  as  a  general  rule, 
they  must  be  taken  on  sufficient  notice)  allowing  some- 
thing like  twenty-five  miles  a  day  lo  the  adverse  party, 
Sundays  excepted,  to  travel  to  Ihe  place  of  taking  them. 
In  some^laees  he  is  only  required  to  travel  twenty  mile* 
per  day.  I'beie  general  rules,  applied  to  the  deposi- 
tion* before  us,  will  readily  determine  tlieir  admissibility. 

They  consist  of  two  parcels:  the  lirat  dated  on  the 
30th  day  of  Ifnvembi^r,  purporting  to  be  taken  befura 
L.  Fullom  and  Charles  Qreer,  at  Buncombe  Countyi  but 
what  part  ofit  is  not  known. 

There  was  no  crosa-esimi nation  of  these  witnecses  by 
the  petitioner  or  his  counsel)  no  proof  that  tbey  wera 
present.  To  render  them  arlmi^sible,  therefore,  proof 
must  be  adduced  that  due  notioe  was  given,  and  that  the 
dep»sitiuns  were  taken  purauant  to  the  notice,  befors 
some  penon  aulhuriied  to  swear  the  witncases.  Both 
Iheae  are  wanting.  There  is  no  certilicste  or  seal  of  a 
clerk  uf  the  court,  to  show  thst  the  persona  before  whom 
Ihe  examinations  took  place  were  justices  of  the  peace. 
Without  this,  the  testimony  could  not  be  admitted  in  any 
court,  in  another  Stste  or  district.  This  ia  a  fatal  objeo 
tion.  The  depositions  do  not  show,  upon  their  face, 
where  they  were  taken,  except  that  it  was  in  Buncombe 
county.  This  is  also  a  fatal  obji-ction.  Such  piper* 
could  not  be  admitted  as  proof  any  where,  in  a  well.or- 
dered  community.  In  fact,  they  are  not  only  no  depo- 
sitions, but  they  are  not  even  affidavits]  and  jet  we  are 
urged  to  hear  them,  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  an  in- 
dividual of  one  of  his  clearest  privileges,  and  of  excluding 
from  this  House  a  man  said  to  be  elected  by  Ihe  people 
as  their  representative. 

How  is  it  with  the  second  parcel  of  depositions?  They 
purport  to  have  been  taken  in  February  last,  during  the 
progress  of  this  investigation,  and  after  the  commitle* 
had  decided  against  giving  the  parties  longer  time  to 
take  depositions. 

These  depositions  are  inadmlsaible,  because  taken  sc 
parU;  that  is  to  say,  without  sufficient  notice  lo  the  ad^ 
venary.  A  notice  may  be  given  of  Ihe  intenliOFi  to  take 
depositions)  yet,  if  it  do  not  allow  a  reasonable  time  lo 
go  to  the  place  of  taking  them,  or  if  it  be  given  under 
clrcu  mstancea  which  excuse  the  opposite  party  from  at- 
tendinft,  Ihe  depositions  cannot  be  used  as  evidence. 
There  is  no  better  rule  can  be  adopted  than  that  which 
a  man  has  himself  prescribed  in  relation  to  others.  The 
lilting  member  has  Isid  down  a  rule  on  the  subject  of 
admiMibility  uf  eridence,  in  bis  protest,  lo  which  I  wilt 
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ttftr  for  the  puTp«ie  of  ■hoving'  whit  he  coniiden  ex 
parle  deptwitioTW.  It  mtj  be  found  on  ptget  21  *nd  33 
of  the  repcrt  of  the  eommilter,  and  ii  h  followi;  ■■  I 
objecl  particularly  to  all  the  depo^iionitBken  by  the  peti- 
tioner at  MorgantowN,  Burke  countf.  North  Carolina,  be- 
o*uie;ltt.Thcy  were  taken  er;?arf((  id.  They  were  taken 
wilhinafeirdaji  before  ttieineelin^orGongresg;  and  af- 
ter! tru  obliged  to  leave  home  to  attend  to  my  public  du- 
tiei."  Such  is  his  view  of  the  qiiellior.  By  reference 
to  page  18  of  the  same  document,  it  will  be  teen  that 
the  minority  of  the  comraitlee  afp^e  irilh  him  in  opinion- 
Speaking  of  the  deposition!  taken  it  Mor{[antawn,  they 
•ay;  "A  refrrenee  to  the  leatimony  will  ahow  that  the 
■it'.lng  member  wai  not  preient,  either  in  pervon  or  by 
counieli  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  deposiliona  are  ex 
partt.  The  lining'  member  acknowledge!  that  noiiee 
waa  aerred  on  him,  but  he  ellegea  that  a  moral  obli^' 
fion,  growmg  out  of  the  relatlnni  in  which  ho  stood  to 
hii  conatituenta,  called  him  to  Washington,  ilittani  from 
hii  reiidenee  five  hundred  mil»(  and  that  (he  friend  on 
whom  lie  relied,  and  to  whom  he  had  written,  lo  act  Tor 
him  on  that  occaaion,  wii  unavoidably  absent.  He  fur- 
ther alleges  that,  inaimuch  ai  it  wai  physicilly  imposn- 
ble  for  him  to  have  been  al  Horganlown  on  the  lit  of 
December,  and  at  Washington  on  the  7th,  poind  lix 
hundred  mi1«s  apart,  and  ai  pinmount  duiies  called  him 
to  the  latter  place,  the  option  of  ■Itendinf*  eilher  in  per- 
•on  orby  Bltorney  waa  virtutllj  denied  liim;  which  option, 
he  contends,  ought  lo  have  been  afiurded  hirn,Jn  order 
lo  itamp  the  dtposltions  there  taken  with  the  dharacter 
of  legal  eridenee.  The  conaequence  of  the  non^ttend- 
anee  of  his  agent  was,  that  no  croaa-examinatton  was  had 
in  the  caaea  above  referred  to;  and  as  (be  undersigTied 
have  no  just  cause  to  impute  ladut  to  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, in  not  attending  bimscK,  Or  being  represented  by 
counsel,  (hey  have  come  to  the  concluiion  that  the  dep- 
ositions (hui  taken  ought  to  be  rejected." 

Here,  then,  is  the  rule  Uid  down  by  (he  ailling  mem- 
ber, and  by  the  minority,  who  advocate  his  claim  to  a 
•eat  on  this  floor.  Neither  he  nor  they  cin  complain,  if 
bis  testimony  shall  be  tried  by  the  aa'me  rule.  It  may 
be  replied,  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  decided 
against  them,  and  admitted  the  depositions  taken  at  Hor- 
gantown.  No  matter;  that  does  not  change  the  esse  at 
all.  Truth  is  inflexible.  IFthe  rule  were  good  igainst 
the  pelltione^  i(  Is  good  far  him.  But,  besides  this,  the 
minority  and  (he  silting  member  itill  a<lhere  to  (heir 
position.  If  ihey  have  changed  their  ground,  why  du 
the]>  not  aay  ta*  If  (hey  are  for  equal  justice,  why  not 
contend  for  (he  sdmission  of  these  depositions  in  the 
•Itemative?  Why  not  lay,  that  if  (he  depoildoni  at 
llorgin(Dwn  are  idmilted,  then  these  ought  lo  bei  but 
if  not,  then  they  should  he  excluded?  I  have  heard  no 
■uch  argument.  On  the  contrary,  gentlemen  are  in- 
sisting absolutely  upon  receiving  these  depoiilions,  and 
expressing  great  astonishment  that  any  one  should  object 
to  them.     But  to  (he  rale. 

t  have  already  shown  (hat,  so  bras  ■■moral  nbllga(ion" 
was  concerned,  (hese  persons  are  upon  a  perfect  equal!- 
tf.  If  the  depositions  taken  ■(  Morgantown  were  inad- 
missible, because  the  sitting  member  was  obliged  to 
come  here  and  take  his  teat,  then  the  dcpoiitions  (aken 
by  him  at  Haywood  county,  in  February  last,  during  the 
time  the  petitioner  was  compelled  to  stay  here,  (if  be 
did  hia  duly,)  are  equally  inadmissible.  The  sitting 
member  inslsls  that  he  was  not  bound  lo  regard  (he  no- 
tice served  upon  him  to  lake  depoailions  on  the  1st  of 
Secember,  because  he  had  to  he  here,  under  a  p*ra- 
mount  obligation,  on  the  7lh  of  (he  same  mon(h.  By 
the  aame  principle,  the  pediioner  wsi  not  bound  to  re- 

Sird  the  notice  served  upon  him  to  (ake  depaai(ioni  at 
aywood.  In  February,  when  he  was  compelled,  under 
•  paramount  obligation,  to  remain  here,  prMecu(ing  his 


dsima  to  the  seat  which  he  believe*  is  hi*  right,  and  to 
which  his  antsgonlat  la  not  properly  entitled.  Bach  one 
present*  the  proof  of  hi*  claimi  the  aitting  member  a  cer- 
tlflcate  of  his  election,  and  the  peliliuncr  ofTera  eridenc* 
to  show  that  the  certificate  nughl  lo  have  been  given  (o 
him,  he  ha* ing  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  (he  district. 
The  one  creates  Just  aa  strong  a  "  moral  obtigalion"  aa 
the  otheri  for  from  the  moment  a  notice  ii  given  that  an 
election  is  to  be  contested,  a  certificate  becomes  valus- 
lesB.  This  House  cares  not  who  has  the  eertiflcalei 
they  inquire  who  ha*  a  majority  of  (he  legal  vote*. 
Whoever  shows  (hia  in  hi*  fitvor,  i*  entitled  to  be  (ha 
representative.  So  that  the  notice  waa  given  in  (hi*  easo 
under  circumitsncea  which,  sceording  (o  (be  reasoning 
of  the  minority  and  the  fitting  stem ber,  cicuaed  the  pe- 
titioner from  attendance,  and  consequently  the  deposi- 
tions are  ez^orfeind  Insdmiaaible. 

But  the  notice  was  insufRcient  in  other  respects.  A 
reisonible  time  must  be  allowed  the  parly  to  (ravel  to 
(he  place  of  taking  the  depositions.  Here  the  dittanee 
la  fixed  by  the  sitting  member  at  six  hundred  miles  frooi 
this  plsce  (o  (he  dia(rict  in  which  the  testimony  waa 
(aken.  What  time  was  allowed  (o  travel  U?  The  notice 
given  waa  eleven  days. 

[Here  some  gentleman  remarked  that  it  was  teventeen 
day*.  A  copy  of  (he  notice  was  banded  (o  Mr.  H.,  from 
which  it  appeared  (hat  depositions  were  to  be  tsken  al 
various  places  on  different  days,  commencing  al  (he  end 
of  eleven  or  twelve  dayi>,  and  going  on  to  seventeen  or 
twenty  diysi  and  it  was  remarked  that  none  of  these 
depositions  were  taken  on  the  days  first  named.} 

Mr.  H.  continued.  For  the  purposes  of  his  argument, 
it  was  perfectly  imroaterial  whether  the  depositiona  were 
fiken  on  the  first  day  named  or  not.  They  were  all  to 
be  taken  in  the  same  region;  and  the  party  had  a  riglit 
to  h«  present  at  Ihe  taking  of  them  all,  first  as  well  a* 
last.  Aa  a  lufficient  time  had  not  been  allowed  him  to 
travel  to  the  district  before  the  commencement  of  the 
examination,  he  waa  not  bound  to  go  at  all.  How  could 
he  know  that  (he  sitting  member  would  not  (ake  testi- 
mgny  on  the  day  first  namedl  He  was  bcund  lo  auppose 
he  would  tike  it,  bec*use  the  nolice  so  declared.  But 
even  seventeen  or  twenty  d*)s  were  not  aufflcient  nif- 
(ice.  Twenty-five  miles  a  day  for  seventeen  days,  not 
deducting  Sundays,  would  only  have  taken  him  four 
hundred  and  Iwenly-flve  miles.  He  would  still  be  orte 
hundred  mile*  from  the  district.  The  sitting  meinber 
ought  not  to  have  asked  a  man  tn  (ravel  fire  or  six  hun- 
dred miles  in  the  dead  of  winter  in  twelve  daj-s,  when 
he  complained  ofa  notice  given  to  him  in  (he  district  on 
the  3d  day  of  November,  to  take  depositions  on  the 
1«(  of  December.  The  tebtimonv  was  illegal,  therefore, 
and  mus(  be  rejected  for  this  tiefecl,  if  tbere  were  no 

But,  Hr.  M.  said,  he  lock  a  still  higher  grounil  with 
regard  to  i(.  The  notice  wis  given  In  open  violation  of 
the  deciwon  of  the  committee,  that  no  longer  time  aliould 
be  allowed  to  collect  prooft.  Gentlemen  had  contended 
that  the  committee  did  not  decide  that  no  more  proofs 
ahouhl  be  lakeni  they  onl^  declared  that  no  more  time 
should  be  alluwed  to  lake  it.  He  aaid  he  meant  no  dis- 
respect to  jtentlemen,  in  denouncing  this  diitinction  as  a 
mere  sophism.  When  Ihe  committee  determined  that 
no  more  lioic  should  be  given,  Ihey  determined  that  (he 
parties  should  commence  (he  trisV-^hould  begin  (he  in- 
vestigation immediately,  with  the  proofs  they  had.  How 
could  they  prngreas  with  the  trial,  and  be  ibsent  at  the 
aame  time,  taking  testimony.'  Did  they  menn  to  allow 
one  parly  to  entrap  (lie  other,  by  sending  off  runners  or 
igeuts  fur  testimony,  whilst  (he  other  rested  quielly  with 
what  he  had,  making  out  his  case  before  Ihe  eommittref 
No  such  thing.  The  door  was  closed.  No  more  proof 
waa  to  be  admitted.  Thiiis  the-' "' 
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ble  cnmtruction  to  be  given  to  the  deciiion.  If  either 
party  wu  dliMllsfietl,  ma  appeal  lay  to  the  House,  and 
the  commitlee  would  have  been  inatnicted,  either  to  al- 
low longer  time,  or  to  promn  with  Ibe  inTeatigatioo. 
Tbe  deciiion  was  nibmitted  tO|  and,  from  that  momeol, 
no  proorobtained  by  either  party  ia  tegilimate. 

Various  cases  htve  been  i|uo(ed  Trom  the  proceedings 
of  courts,  to  show  thai  this  eriilence  ought  (o  be  received. 
We  hive  been  tolJ  of  a  motion  to  continue  a  cause  on 
account  of  an  absent  wilneMj  the  motion  uverroled,  the 
trial  commenced,  and  the  witness  unexpectedly  appear- 
■ngi  and  we  are  asked,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  whether 
the  court  would  refute  to  hear  the  witneas?  I  answer, 
no.  Another  case  ia  stated  of  a  atmilar  motion  for  con- 
tinuance, made  on  account  of  the  absence  sf  depoaitiont 
regulariy  taken,  whicb  were  to  be  forwarded  by  mail, 
but  had  not  arrived.  The  motion  ia  overruled,  the  trial 
eommenees,  and  during  ita  progrew  the  depnaitions  ar- 
rirei  the  inquiry  ianMdeagain,  whether  the  court  would 
not  allow  them  to  be  readr  Hy  answer  is,  that  in  some 
courts  Ibcy  might  b«  receiTed,  and  in  other*  not.  It 
would  depend  upon  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  coart, 
•nd  the  enecl  the  inlroductinn  of  Ibe  testimony  would 
have,  to  take  the  opposite  party  by  lurpriar,  and  pre* 
vent  him  from  having  a  fur  hearing.  In  aome  eourls, 
depositions  are  required  to  be  filed  a  certain  number  of 
days  before  the  commencenient  of  the  term.  But  my 
principal  answer  to  both  these,  and  to  all  the  cases  I 
liive  heard,  is,  that  (here  ■■  not  the  slightest  analogy 
between  them  and  (he  case  before  the  House. 

I  will  put  a  case  which  I  ihlnk  ia  analogous.  A  mo- 
tion is  nnde  by  the  defendsnl  for  the  continuince  of  a 
cause,  alleging  the  absence  of  witnesses,  at  the  distance 
of  one  hundred  miles,  whose  testimony  Is  necessary  to 
him  in  the  attainment  of  justice.  The  court  refuae  hia 
•pplteaiion,  and  the  trial  commences^  which  is  to  last  a 
week.  The  next  evening  the  defeniknl  aerves  a  notice 
upon  the  ptsintiff  to  attend  at  the  residence  of  the  wit- 
nessei^  two  days  Ihereaner,  (travelling  fifty  miles  t,  day,) 
to  hear  their  examination.  Is  there  a  lawyer  in  this 
Houae,  or  a  man  of  common  sense  in  the  country,  who 
would  advise  tba  plaintiflT  to  go'  Not  one.  But  sup- 
pose the  defendsnt,  by  his  agent*,  were  to  procure  the 
deposittons,  and  bring  Ibem  in  during  the  trial,  would 
the  court  receive  them?  Is  there  a  lawyer  here  who 
would  risk  his  professional  reputation  by  rising  and  ask- 
ing the  court  to  receive  such  testimony.'  Sir,  there  ia 
not  one.  If  he  would,  thrre  is  no  coun  in  the  tinited 
States  who  would  listen  lo  him  for  a  moment.  Such,  in 
my  estimation,  is  the  case  now  bctura  the  House,  and 
the  tame  principles  which  would  reject  the  one  set  of 
depositions  would  equally  reject  the  other. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  admitting  thia  lestlmonyF 
It  would  be  ruinous  to  the  petitioner.  If  the  sitting 
member  hsd  intended  to  entrap  him,  he  could  not  have 
devised  a  sorer  plan  lo  acoompliih  his  object.  I  do  not 
charge  him  wilh  any  such  design^  nor  do  I  intend  in  any 
thing  [  say  upon  tite  prctent  occasion  to  impugn  his  mo- 
tiveat_persona1ly  he  has  my  re*pect.  1  speak  only  of 
the  efieat  of  hit  measures.  In  the  first  inslame,  he  re- 
fuses lo  continue  the  taking  of  depontions,  on  account 
of  a  moral  DbDgitlon  lo  come  here.  When  the  peti- 
tioner has  followed  him  here,  he  asks  leave  to  go  or 
tend  hank  lo  take  more  testimony.  This  is  refuiedi 
and  he  tltcn  leapt  over  the  moral  obligation,  the  decision 
of  the  commitlee  and  the  distance  of  six  hundred  miles, 
and  requires  the  petitioner  to  recommence  the  exami- 
nation of  witnesea.  If  testimony  thus  taken  can  be  re- 
ceived, the  pelilio«er  will  be  completely  overreached, 
and  subjected  to  the  greateat  injualice. 

Vet,  after  all  this,  ««  are  told  tliat  Ihe  objeotiona 
against  these  depotitioQt  arc  "  mere  lechnicalities!" 
The  silting  member  and  hi*  frtond*  say  this,  too,  when 


all  ofu*  wholookatthepaper*nm*t  see  that  be  has  been 
making  technical  objections  from  the  commencement- 
He  objected  to  the  notice  of  contest,  because  it  was  not 
specific)  it  did  not  tet  out  the  namei  of  the  witnenea, 
what  they  would  swear,  and  Ibe  points  on  which  the 
petitioner  would  rely  in  Ihe  conical.  This  no  man  could 
doi  fiir  it  waa  impoanble  to  know  beforelwnd  what  the 
witnesses  would  prove,  or  wliit  new  facia  might  letik 
out  during  the  contest.  Again:  he  objectedand  pro- 
tested against  receiving  the  depositions  taken  at  Uorgan- 
town,  because  he  had  to  come  lo  Washington,  and  could 
not  be  there  "in  peiaoo,"  allhough  an  agent  might  hate 
attended  then  as  well  ai  now.  Timely  notice  waa  given 
to  him  of  taking  them,  and  no  advant^e  soof^t  for  or 
obtained  by  Ihe  petitioner.  He  could  not  anticipalB 
that  the  ritting  member  would  not  remain  in  Ibe  district 
to  lakedepcailiont  in  December.  Indeed,  he  wm  bound 
to  bdieve  the  contrary,  for  a  notice  h»i  bera  Mrved 
upon  him  b;  the  sitting  member  to  attend  at  Franklin 
on  the  7tb  of  December,  to  erota.«xamine  wihieaaea. 
Af^er  tuch  a  course,  it  does  not  teem  kind  Id  him  and 
his  friends  lo  talk  so  much  about  "  technicalities."  But 
I  have  shown  that  the  defects  in  this  testimony  are  not 
formal  and  technical,  they  are  substantial,  and  such  as  no 
change  of  mere  forma  could  pottibly  remove. 

Genllemea  ask  if  we  are  afraid  of  light.  I  answer, 
no!  but  let  the  light  thine  upon  both  tidett  let  it  come 
dowD  direct  from  above,  and  not  be  fiirced  to  thine  upon 
one  aide,  whilst  the  other  is  left  in  total  darknct*.  We 
are  asked  if  we  fear  Juitice.  No!  it  is  the  very  IhiiMr 
we  seek(  but  we  do  not  think  it  attainable  by  diare^rd- 
ing  all  the  rules  heretofore  obaerved  in  ita  adminislra- 
lioni  rules  which  are  founded  upon  the  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  Mcoessive  generations  of  men,  and  impli- 
citly followed  in  all  nmilar  investigations  in  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  Ihe  country.  Again:  gentlemen  inquire  if 
we  do  not  believe  ihe  freemen  of  North  Carofma  will 
speak  Ihe  IrvthF  I  anawer,  yeal  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 
Hy  regard  for  the  freemen  of  North  Carolina  is  at  high 
as  Ibat  of  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor)  and  I  would  a* 
soon  receive  Ibeir  tettinony  as  the  testimony  of  my  own 
oonstilnenls,  who,  in  pcnnt  of  all  tbat  oontlitatea  good 
citizens  and  good  patnott,  are  equal  to  any  like  number 
of  men  in  the  United  States.  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
I  ought  to  violate  Ihe  constilutjon  or  laws  of  my  countijr 
to  receive  any  man'i  testimony.  When  it  hat  been  le- 
gally and  properly  taken,  let  it  be  received)  when  ille- 
gally and  improperly  taken,  let  it  be  rejecied.  This  quo- 
lion  it  to  be  settled  without  reference  to  the  character 
of  Ihe  witness,  whether  good  or  bad,  or  the  Stale  or  dis- 
trict in  which  he  may  reside.  In  this  sentiment  I  amture 
the  freemen  of  North  Carolina  will  rooti  heartily  concur. 

There  is  another  question  connected  with  tbe*e  depo- 
sitions, which  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  Some  gen- 
tlemen are  of  opmion  that,  if  a  msjority  of  the  Uoese 
should  reject  the  testimony,  yet  those  who  differ  with 
the  majority  may  read  it,  and  be  influenced  by  it  in 
coming  lo  their  conclusions  at  to  the  contest  between 
the  panic*.  This  ia  an  erroneous  opinion.  As  a  judi- 
cial body  we  must  decide  upon  the  admissibility  of  proof 
when  offered)  and  if  it  should  be  excluded,  it  cantiat 
be  hear^hy  any  member  of  Ibe  court.  Suppose  a  court 
of  justice  to  be  compoaed  of  three  judgea,  and  two  of 
Ibem  overrule  a  deposition  because  it  hti  not  been  prop- 
erty taken,  can  the  other  judge,  when  he  come*  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  be  govemed  by 
wbal  was  conlained  in  such  depatilion!  Clearly  not. 
It  has  not  been  before  ihe  court  during  the  disouttion. 
Neither  the  parties  nor  their  counMl  bive  commented 
upon  or  noticed  it.  The  decision  is  made  in  reference 
to  what  hat  bem  bafore  the  court.  The  majority  of 
the  judges  themselves  would  decide  the  eate  differently, 
pei^pt,  if  the  deporitHH)  bad  baaa  admitted.    A  ma- 
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when  leMimony  ii  once  rrjrcled,  it  ii  no  lonjter  in  court, 
and  cannot  be  regarded  by  any  member  of  the  court, 
no  milter  haw  much  he  may  be  diiMilified  with  the  de- 
ciiion  of  the  nujority.  The  ume  principlei  apply  herei 
•nd,  if  a  maJDni)'  ^ould  reject  theie  depwHIon*,  no 
member  of  thii  court  will  have  a  right  to  eaniider  them 
in  making  a  final  deciaiao  b«lwc<n  th«  aitling  member 
and  the  petitioner. 

Hr.  Speaker,  1  had  Ihouffht  of  examining  the  facta  of 
the  caie,  and  ahowing,  aa  I  think  the  truth  ii,  thit  the 
petitioner  ii  entitled  to  a  aeat,  by  having  a  clear  and 
decidedmajurity  of  the  lepil  Totea  givenal  the  election. 
But,  ai  the  evidence  haa  all  been  upon  our  tablea  for 
•everal  weeki,  giring  each  one  an  apportunily  to 
tsamine  for  himaclf)  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKail  haa  gone  into  it  at  large, 
and  ai  I  have  already  detained  the  Houae  a  canaiderable 
time,  {  ahall  decline  doing  to.  I  ought  not  to  cIok, 
however,  without  aaying  a  word  or  two  in  referenca  to 
the  caie  of  Uoore  and  Leicber,  m  often  adverted  to  In 
tbi*  debate. 

Some  genltemen  quote  it  aa  good  authority  upon 
varioug  pointa,  whilat  other*  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
regarded  m  deciding  any  tiling.  It  haa  been  aaid  that 
the  majorily  of  the  committee  rrporled  thai  Mr.  Uoore 
Waa  entitled  to  the  ieit,  and  liien  turned  round  and 
voted  to  (end  the  conteat  back  to  the  people,  becauae 
Ihey  could  not  tell  who  wai  elected.  Now,  air,  I  waa  a 
member  of  the  committee,  and  one  of  the  majorily  who 
made  that  report.  I  belieTcd  then,  aa  I  do  now,  that 
upon  a  fair  and  impartial  invealigatton  of  all  the  facta  ol 
the  caae,  and  a  proper  apniicaiion  of  the  conititulion 
and  law  to  Ihoie  facta,  Thomaa  P.  Moore  waa  duly 
elected.  We  reported  accordingly.  But,  alter  the 
aubjecl  had  been  diacuised  in  the  Houte  for  many  dayii 
after  rarioua  deciaiona  of  ihe  Houae — uime  for  and  aoiDe 
•gainal  the  deciiiona  of  the  committee— (fler  aeeing  a 
majorily  of  the  Houae  declaring  one  vole  to  be  good 
upun  certain  leatimony,  and  another  bad,  upon  the  aame 
atale  of  facta,  wc  voted  far  Ihe  reiolulion  which  referred 
the  aubject  back  to  the  people.  What  waa  that  reiolu- 
lion' Did  it  declare  tint  we  could  not  tell  who  waa 
elected?  No,  tiri  it  did  no  such  thing.  Ifithad  been 
*o  worded  aa  to  contain  that  aentiment,  I  never  would 
bave  voted  for  it)  and  I  believe  i  am  authorized,  from 
'  convertaliona  held  both  then  and  aince,  to  aay  for  my 
colleague!  who  were  on  Ihe  committee,  that  not  one  of 
Ihem  would  have  voted  for  it. 

It  apeaka  of  what  the  Houae  can  du)  not  what  parlicu- 
lar  individual!  in  the  Houae  believed.  It  apeaka  of  the 
Hauie  aa  a  body,  and  iiot  of  individual  memben.  We 
voted  for  Ihat  reaolulion,  becauae  we  believed  Ihe 
Houae,  by  iti  deciaiona,  had  thrown  the  caae  into  auch 
'  conruaioii;  had  croaaed  ita  own  track,  and  made  auch 

crroneou*  and  contradictory  deciaiona.  Ilia 
'  aa  likely  to  decide  Ihe  ca!e  wrong  aa 
believed  it  better,  therefore,  to  aend  it  directly  back  to 
Ihe  people  at  once,  and  let  Ihem  do  what  thry  pleased 
with  il(  and  we  voted  for  the  resolution  under  these  im< 
preaaiona.     So  much  for  that  caae. 

I  rose  chiefly  to  discuss  three  points;  Ihe  propriety 
of  voting  upon  aeparate  propoaitlona,  the  motion  to 
grant  the  aitcing  member  longer  time  to  take  dcpoii* 
tiona,  and  the  admiiaibilily  of  the  new  tcalimony  which 
bas  come  in  since  the  report  oF  the  committee.  Having 
ahown,  I  think  conclusively,  Ihat  We  ought  not  to  vote 
OD  these  aeparate  propositions)  that  no  more  time  should 
he  given,  and  that  the  drpoaitiona  are  wholly  inadmiaai- 
bU,  I  cheerfully  ^ivc  way  to  other  gentlemen  who  are 
ao  anxious  to  obtain  the  floor. 

Mr.  GBAVES  Mid  there  were   party  conaidcralions 
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brought  inln  Ihia  question,  and  he  had  it  frotn  good 
authority  that  the  allting  member  waa  for  Judgs 
White's  and  the  petitioner  for  Ur.  Van  Buren'a  pre- 
tentions to  Ihe  presidential  chair.  He  did  not  queation 
the  pelilioner'a  molivei,  but  it  waa  well  known  Ihat  the 
frienda  of  the  gentleman  there  hid  itic  majority,  and 
could  take  Ihe  queation  at  any  time.  He  d>d  not  Gom< 
plain  of  their  course  this  setaion,  but  he  did  hope  that 
Ihe  queilion  would  not  be  forced  that  night.  He  wsa 
-  —  "n  favor  of  either  of  the  gentlemen  preferred  hy  the 
ig  member  and  the  petitioner  fur  the  next  presi- 
dency. Between  the  two,  however,  he  bad  a  decided 
choice)  and  he  should  give  bis  vote  on  Ihia  occasion  in 
favor  of  Ihe  lining  member,  becauae  hia  viewa  on  tha 
preaidentiat  eleotion  were  nearer  approximated  lo  hia 
own  than  the  predilections  of  the  peiitioner.  He  begged 
Ihe  Houae,  at  the  tame  time,  to  be  assured  thai  hia  vote 
on  the  pending  queation  would  be  a  conacienlious  one. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  here  moved  an 
adjournment;  and 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays( 
which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  MERUF.B  hoped  the  hour  would  be  noted  on  the 

[It  wss  then  four  o'clock.] 

At  Ihe  request  of  Mr.  Bisow,  Mr.  WILLIAMS 
withdrew  his  motion  to  adjoum<   and 

Hr.  BYNUU  inquired  of  Ihe  Chair  what  would  ba 
the  ntualion  of  this  queilion,  if  Ihey  adjourned  without 
taking  it  thai  night)  and  if  it  would  not  give  place  to  all 
Ihe  other  buainess  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  CHAIR  replied  thai  that  would  be  the  case. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  then  moved  lo  sus- 
pend Ihe  rules  lor  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  lh« 
coniiderslion  of  the  report  of  the  Commiltee  of  Elec- 
tions, giving  it  the  preference,  from  day  to  day,  over  all 
other  bualneas,  until  it  was  diapoaed  of. 

Hr.  BRIGGS  asked  for  tUe  yeai  and  nayS)  which 
were  not  M^eredi  and  Ihe  motion  to  auspend,  taken  by 
tellert,waB  negslived;  Yeas  92,  nsysTT— nM  iwothirda 
in  tfae  affirmative. 

Ur.  MERCER  then  renewed  the  aame  motion,  and 
Mked  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  lliercon. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  adjournment,  remark- 
ing Ihat  the  motion  could  as  well  be  made  on  Monday 
aa  then. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  aiked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nayij 
which  were  ordered)  and  the  muiion  to  adjourn  waa 
negatived:   Yeaa83,  niyi  110. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule* 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  tiiro  10  offer  a  reaolution 
giving  this  subject  the  preference  over  all  other  huu- 
neas  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  oexi,  uoles*  aooner  dia- 
poaed ofi  and  on  that  motion  Mr.  U.  aiked  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays)  whicii  were  ordered. 

Thia  question  was  also  decided  in  Ihe  negative:  Yeaa 
96,  nays  9" — not  two  I  hirda  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Hr.  Glt.\V£S  being  then  entitled  to  the  floor- 
Mr.  HOPKINS  aaked  the  gentleman  to  yield  It  for  a 
moment,  while  he  made  a  motion  which  be  thought  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  all  aides  of  the  House.  If  the 
gentleman  would  give  way  for  a  moiiienl,  Mr.  M.  would 
move  a  suspension  of  Ihe  rules  for  the  purpose  of  aub- 
miiting  a  propoiition,  which  he  hoped  it  would  be  tbe 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  adopt.     It  was  al  follows: 

Raohtd,  I'hai  the  conteated  elecllon  from  Ihe  13lb 
congreaaional  district  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next,  lo  Ihe  ex- 
cluaion  of  all  olhcr  buaineaa  for  that  day,  for  tbe  eipecial 
purpose  of  affording  to  the  sitting  member  and  petitioner 
a  furtberopportunity  of  aubmiitingto  this  House  such  re- 
marks, in  relation  to  Ihe  aaid  contested  election,  as  Ihry 
ot  eillier  of  Ihem  may  think  proper. 
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Mr.  GRAVES  refuwd  to  jield  Ihe  door  for  the  par- 
pote  indicated,  uid  replied,  that  from  the  ntinireit  in- 
diipoiition  of  Ihe  Uouie  to  ■djourn,  he  iriilied  to  con- 
clude the  Tcry  few  renurks  he  had  to  nuke,  and  Ihe 
gentlemin  mi^ht  then  mike  hii  mollon.  Mr.  Q.  then 
proceeded  la  *ddreM  Ibe  House,  »nd  ezpiewed  ■  hope 
thit  party  coniidentioni  vould  not  he  broiirht  to  betr 
upon  it,  but  thit  ii  would  be  decidi^  Kccoraing  to  the 
principle!  of  right  *ndjuilice.  He&ppealed  to  the  ma- 
jority oF  the  Houtc,  kRer  HifTerinK  lotne  weeks  to  be 
■pent  on  the  prelimimry  queition,  to  illow  Ihi*  diKus- 
■ion  to  go  on  it  leMt  two  or  three  diys  longer.  Mr.  G. 
wu  proceeding  to  reply  to  Ur.  McKat,  when  he  gave 
w»y  to 

Mr.  CH&UflBRS,  of  Kentucky,  who  nwred  k  oil  of 
the  Hoiuei  which  wm  ordered:  Yeai  T*,  ney*  67. 

Mr.  WILUAMS,  of  North  Carolini,  moied  »n  ad. 
journment,  and 

Hr.  LANS  *>ked  for  Iho  ysM  tnd  nayi;  which  were 
ordered)  whereupon, 

Mr.  WILUAMS  withdrew  hii  motion. 
1'he  call  of  (he  Houk  wu  then  proceeded  in  for  loine 
limei  when,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  HAWES,  iti  CurtliEr  proceedingi  were  diipented 
with— tiken  by  lellen:  Teu  93,  nays  62. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  returned,  and  proceeded  to  reply 
to  Menn.  McKi.i  knd  Hxkib,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Klectionii  and  after  pro- 
ceeding a  ihort  time,  he  again  gare  way  to 

Mr,  C  ALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  who  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment, and 

Ur.  HAWES  aiked  for  the  yeai  and  nayn  which  were 
ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken,  the  House  again 
refused  to  adjourn:  Yeas  79,  nays  103. 

Hr.  HA30N,  of  Virginia,  (hen  moved  a  luspention  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  to  make 
this  subject  Ibe  »>FCial  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next,  from  and  after  IS  o'clock  on  that  day.  Mr.  H. 
briefly  explained  that  he  had  been  giren  to  understand 
that  th«  sitting  member  wished  to  address  the  House, 
but  that  he  was  then  indisposed.  [Mr.  Gbahuc  was  in 
his  seat  on  the  floor.} 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  agreed  to; 
Ayes  86,  noei  S5— not  two  thirds  in  the  sfGnnative. 

Mr.  GRAVES  resumed  his  remarks,  and,  after  pro- 
ceeding some  linlc,  again  gave  way  to 

Mr.  HARD,  who  mored  an  adjoummenit  and 
Mr.  HAWKINS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay>i  which 
were  ordered)  and  Ibe  House  again  refused  to  adjourn: 
Yeas  74,  nays  101. 

Mr.  GRAV£9  then  resumed,  and  addrened  the  House 
till  twenty  minutes  after  eight  o'clock,  when  he  again 
ga»e  way  lo 

Mr.  CALHOONjOf  Eenlucky,  who  moved  auadjourn- 
roenl, 

Mr.  VANDGRPOKL  Baked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  ntysi 
which  being  ordered, 

Mr.  CAI.HOON  withdrew  the  motion  lo  adjourn. 
Mr.  OARLANI),  of  Virgini*,  moved  a  suspension  ol 
Ihe  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  hin)  to  move  thai 
this  subject  be  made  Ihe  special  order  for  Monday  next. 
He  remarked  that  be  made  Ibis  motion  to  accommodate 
the  sitting  member,  who  was  then  indisposed,  as  he  tru 
informed,  and  wished  to  address  the  House. 

(Hr.  GaiBAM  was  still  in  bis  seat  at  the  time  Ihe  i 
lion  was  submitted.] 

Hr.  PEYTON  wiabed  the  p;entleman  m  to  modify 
notion  as  to  permit  the  siltmg  member  and  the  peti- 
tioner only  to  address  the  House  on  Monday,  and  that,  as 
won  as  Ihey  bad  conchided,  Ihe  quettion  ahould  be  ta* 
ken  on  each  proposition  separately. 

Ur.  GARLAND  replied,  that  he  would  merely  nuke 
Uw  motion  to  suspendiaad  if  pertniltcd  by  ttie  Home 


submit  his  resolution,  the  gentleman  might  then  move 
hit  amendment. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  far  Ibe  yeas  and  nays,  on  the 
motion,  which  were  ordered. 

The  motion  lo  suspend  was  then  negatived:  Yeas  91, 
naya  95. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  then  renewed  the  mo- 
tion that  the  House  sdjourn,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  but  the  House  sgain  refiiaed 
to  adjourn:  Yias  61,  nays  103|  and 

Mr.  GRAVES  continued  hia  remarks  for  a  few  mo- 
menU,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Ur.  Akthobt,  and  then  sent 
a  document  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be  read.  The  docth 
meal  in  question  waa  some  election  case  in  Maine. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENU  objected  lo  Ihe  readingiand 

Hr.  GRAVES  moved  for  the  reading,  and  asked  for 
'  e  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered)  and  the  motion 

IS  mretA  to:  Yeas  106,  nays  76. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  nued  a  question  of  order,  whether 
the  gentleman  could  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  such  a 
document  as  this,  in  refutation  of  an  argument  of  Mr. 
A'a  yeaterday,  on  the  main  quesiion  before  the  House- 
The  document  was  a  case  from  Maine,  and  did  not  ap- 
ply to  hii  argument  in  reference  to  the  course  pursued 
in  Penntylvanis. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  ^ntleman  had  sent  a  book  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  containmg  a  report,  which  he  desired 
to  have  read,  ur  in  part,  and  the  Houae  had  determined 
by  its  vote  that  it  should  be  read,  and  Ihe  Clerk  would 
read  it  under  that  order. 

Tlie  Clerk  accordingly  read  an  extract  from  Ibe  case. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  resumed,  and  waa  proceeding  to 
comment,  wiih  some  severity,  on  the  cunduci  of  tEose 
gentlemen  uho  had  voted  against  the  molton  be  had 
made,  when  be  was  called  to  order  by  several  membcts, 
and  theCbair  pronounced  him  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded,  and  again  recurred  to  the  at^ 
gumentsof  Messrs.  Hjiiin  and  Vahdibpoxl,  be.)  but 
very  little  of  what  be  said  oould  be  beard.  At  the  end 
of  about  half  an  hour,  he  again  gave  way  to 

Mr.  J0HN30N>  of  Louisiana,  who  moved  an  adjourn- 

Mr.  GILLET  aaked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nays)  which  were 
ordered)  and  the  motion  waa  rejected:  Yeas  83,  naya 
107.  So  the  House  again  refuaed  to  adjourn)  and 

Hr.  GRAVES  again  proceeded,  and  read  various  ex> 
tracts  from  the  printed  depositions  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  At  11  o'clock  Mr.  G.  gave 
way,  apparently  without  concluding,  to  Mr-  Ciemodt  of 
Kentucky,  who  commenced  addressing  the  Chair.  Ttie 
speech  of  Mr.GBAV(*,and  the  various  moliooa  to  adjourn, 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  had  occupied  the  Houae  up- 
wards of  seven  hours,  Hr.  Q.  having  commenced  at  lialf 
past  3  o'clock. 

Hr.  CALUOON,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  in  possession 
of  the  Hoor,  after  a  few  remarks,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  WISE,  who  remarked,  that  as  Ihe  genllemsn  was 
a  young  member,  he  would  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysj  which 
were  ordered,  and,upon  taking  Ihe  question, there  were: 
VeasSO,  nays  tor.    So  Ihe  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CUSHMANrose  and  addressed  Iho  Cha>,  for  the 
purpoae,  he  said,  of  demanding  the  previous  ques^n. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Hr.  Calboox]  to  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  CU3HHAN  remarked  that  the  gentlcoun  from 
Kentucky  bad  spoken,  and  given  way  to  another  gcnlle- 

The  CHAIR  said,  that  to  give  llie  gentleman  from 
Kenlaeky  the  floor,  under  Ibe  circumstances,  wasin  con- 
formity with  the  courtesy  and  practices  of  the  House) 
and  be  therefore  reiterated  his  decision  in  hvor  of  that 
gentleman. 
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Mr.  CUSHHAN  md  be  woaM  not  pKM  thB  point, 
and  withdrew  h'u  mulion. 

Mr.  CALBOON  then,  U  about  hdf  pait  II  P.  M.,  pro- 
ceeded to  MldrcM  the  Houfc.  Ho  Miid  he  could  hmT« 
no  part*  preditectlont  in  thk  cue,  for  be  wu  equallr 
oppuMd  to  the  politic*  of  both  gentleioen,  ai  be  wai 
equillj  oppoKQ  to  Judg«  White  and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
He  Iben  went  into  in  examination  and  rerieT  of  the 
pFOCcedinp  in  the  committee,  and  the  detaili  of  their 
report,  and,  though  beliering  that  Ibe  litting  member 
bad  a  etear  and  decided  mBJoril;,  he  preferred  lending 
the  election  back  to  the  people,  lo  a*  to  place  it  out  of 
(ha  reach  of  prerident-mahen  and  party  influence*. 
Mr.  C-  spoke  until  within  a  few  mJniitei  of  13  o'elack, 

Ur.  L&WLKB  railed  a  point  of  order,  that  it  waa  not 
kwful  lo  continua  the  *e«i«ii*  of  the  Houte  after  13 
o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  M  ai  to  br*ak  in  upon  th« 
Sahbaih. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  thit  queation  bad  onoe  be- 
fore been  rMa«d  within  hi«  recalleation,  and  decided. 
At  the  tit  aeaion  of  the  19tb  Congren,  the  queition  wai 
raiMd  at  i'i  o'clock  on  the  lait  night  of  ibe  aeaaion,  which 
*a*  on  a  Saturday  i  and  it  wai  within  the  memory  of  the 
Chair,  aa  well  a*  of  other  member*  preaent,  that  the 
Iben  Speaker  decidad  that,  asi  queition  of  order,  there 
waa  no  dilficully  about  it)  that  during  the  war  Congrcai 
had;  in  fact,  lat  all  day,  or  through  all  the  day,  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  paaaed  a  large  number  of  important  billi. 
The  Chair,  however,  upon  the  preaent  occanon,  would 
DO*  undertake  to  lay  whether  it  was  in  order  or  not  for 
Ihii  diKUMioD  to  continae,  and  would  leare  it  for  the 
Houfe  (o  determine. 

Mr.  LAWLER  then  took  an  appeal  from  what  he  un- 
dentood  to  be  the  deciiion  of  the  Chair,  and  aiked  the 
raading  of  the  reaolution  fiiingf  the  hour  of  meeting  at 
tl  o'crock  each  day.  Mr.  I.,  argued  the  point  for  aome 
ten  or  flfteen  ninutea,  that  13  o'clock  having  elapaed,  it 
waa  then  the  Sabbath)  and  bainr  a  diti  nan  for  le|^Ia- 
tion,  further  diKuiaion  ought  to  be  aireftcd  at  that  lime. 

The  point  w»  debated  tor  lome  time  between  Heaar*. 
LAWLBK,  UNDERWOOD,  FEYTON,  and  ADAMS, 
the  laat  gentleaan  concluding  by  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Ml.  WISE  then  railed  another  point  of  order:  that  ai 
tlie  gentleman  from  Kenlucky  [Ur.  Calhoob]  waa  in 
poMeiaion  of  Itie  floor,  when  he  waa  arreated  by  the 
other  point  of  order,  no  motion  could  be  made  to  ad- 
journ until  that  gentleman  yielded  the  floor. 

The  CHAIR  overruled  tbe  laat  point,  on  the  ground 
that  a  qu«itiao  of  order  alwiyi  interpoaed,  if  inade,  in 
the  diicuiaion  of  every  queition;  and  that  the  motion  to 
adjourn  wai  always  in  order. 

Mr.  BEED  then  aiked  for  the  yeai  and  nays  on  tbe 
motion  to  adjourn  <  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  hoped  tbe  hour  would  be  record- 
ed on  the  journal!  and  he  mored  an  amendment  lo  the 
notion  to  that  eBecl. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  waa 
tiot  luicepllble  of  amendment,  but  he  uippoaed  there 
would  be  noobjrcthmiothe  time  of  night  being  entered 
on  the  joamaliand  he  would  direct  Ibe  Clerk  tottoiek. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  appealed  lo  Mr.  AiiiHa  lo 
withdraw  hit  motion,  to  enable  Ur.  M.  to  renew  the 
notion  ha  had  before  attempted  lo  make  to  proceed  with 
thii  aubjeet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ADAMS  refuanli  and  ibe  quettlon  beii^  taken, 
the  BouK  rejected  the  nolion  to  adjotirn:  Tea*  83, 
naya  95. 

The  qtieation  then  reenrrinf  upon  Mr.  L^wlrk'* 
appeal  from  the  decinon  of  the  Chair, 

Mr.  HAWES  movrd  to  lay  It  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Haaaachuacttf,  aiked  fbr  the  yea* 
and  nay*)  which  were  ordered. 


ly,  the  motnn  of  Mr.  Haw 

Mr.  L.  renewed  bi*  appeal)  but  the  Chair  decided 
that  now  the  gentlemaB  Mm  Kentucky  [Hr.  Cauoor) 
waa  entitled  lo  lite  floor  on  tbe  previoiti  aubjeot. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  that  deeialon,  and 

Hr.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  that  appeal  on  the  tabic. 

The  CHAIR  having  atatad  tlie  firound*  of  bit  drci- 
aion,  anil  Hr.  ADAMS  hirioK  withdrawn  hi*  appeal,] 

Hr.  LAWLBR  renewed  hla  original  appeal  againat 
tlie  power  of  tbe  Houae  to  continue  ita  aitbnf  after  13 
o'clock  on  Saturday  nighl,  andargued  the  point  for  *oma 
ten  or  BReen  minute*. 

Mr.  HAWES  demanded  the  previoua  queation  on  tbe 
appeal;  and 

Mr.  ADAl 
the  Houae,  o  ... 

to  continue  in  buiinen  at  Ibal  hour. 

Hr.  EVANS  then  moved  an  adjoumiMBtt  and 

Ur.  PEYTON  called  far  the  yeaa  and  nayii  which 
were  ordered,  (it  wa*  then  one  o'clock  A.  H.t]  and  Ihe 
Houae  again  remaed  to  adjourn:  Yeaa  80,  nayi  95. 

The  queation  then  recurred  on  aeconding  the  tnotiox 
fbr  Ihe  prerioua  queition  on  Ihe  appeal,  which  wai  taken 
by  tellerti  and  ninely-iix  gentlemen  being  counted  olT 
in  the  affirmative,  a  wUh  waa  exprcaaed  from  aeveral 
quarter*  of  Ihe  Houae  that  the  noai  be  not  counledi 

Mr.  ADAMS  roie  and  laid  he  hoped  they  would  be 
counted,  and  it  would  then  be  aeen  if  a  quoram  wouM 


Accurdingly,  only  nini 

lelleri^  making  yi 
Hr.  ADAMS,  who  had  not  voted,  fme  and'iaid  he 


tween  the  leljeri^  a 


denied  Ihe  right  of  Ihi*  Houae  to  compel  him  tc 
the  Sabbath  tlay. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  ibat  the  potleimn  from  Haaaa- 
ehuaetta  be  exetiaed  from  voting. 

Mr.  AdXhs.     1  do  not  a*k  to  be  eseuaed. 

Ur.  LAWLER  then  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BOYD  raked  (or  the  yeM  aivd  niyig  which  were 

The  queation  wa*  then  taken,  (bat.  In  eoniequence  of 
what  took  place,  the  vote  waa  not  announced  till  long 
afterward!,)  and  the  motion  wa*  again  rejected  by  Ihe 
Houiei  Yeai  54,  niyi  95. 

On  calling  over  the  roll,  Mr.  Aaawa  bad  refoied  to 
anawer  to  hi*  namet  and 

Hr.  WISE  roae  and  moved  that  the  rule*  ofthe  Houie 
be  enforced,  and  that  the  member  fhim  HasMchuaelti 
be  thereupon  compelled  lo  vote. 

Alter  aome  convetaation  between  Ihe  CHAIR,  Hr. 
HAHER,  and  Mr.  WISE,  on  the  point, 

Mr.  BEARVSLEY  remarked  that,  undentanding  the 
gentleman  from  Uit«chuaelti  bad  oonicientioui  icruple* 
about  voting  at  that  time,  he  moved  that  the  gentleman 
be  exouaed  by  ibe  Houie. 

Mr.  ADAMS  *ud  be  did  not  deaire  to  be  eicu*ed, 
nor  did  he  refuie  to  vote  upon  the  ground  aaaumed  by 
Ihe  gentleman  fram  New  Yot^.  He  had  no  conicien- 
lioua  •cniple*  on  the  nibjecli  for,  i(  the  public  bu*ine*a 
demanded,  he  would  lit  there  IhrooKhout  and  till  mid- 
night ofthe  Sabbath)  but  be  held  that  the  Houae  had  no 
right  to  lit  there  at  that  hour,  without  flrit  paanng  an 
expreu  order,  letting  forth  that  the  public  buiine**  de- 
manded it,  or  could  not  be  diapenaed  a^th. 

Mr.  I'BYTON  then  addrewed  the  Houae  for  about 
half  an  hour,  commenting  with  great  aeverity  upon  the 
motion  of  the  genttenMn  from  New  York,  and  the  in- 
conMtenej-  of  bii  conree  in  being  there  then  after  nid- 
nighl,  and  hia  refuwi  lo  vote  after  that  bour,  on  tbe  hat 
night  of  the  lait  lenion  of  Congreai.  Mr.  P.  wai  aever- 
al lime*  called  to  order,  both  by  the  Chair  and  by  Ibe 
Houtc.    He  ipoke  till  •  few  mimitci  after  3  o'clock. 
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Mr.  BB&BDSLET  nid  that,  w  he  peroeived  he 
had  minpprebenda)  tha  monbar  from  HaHacbiuetU, 
•ltd  M  th«  gsntlcDun  did  not  refutt  to  vote  upon  eon* 
Mientiaua  •eraplM^  be  witbdrew  hh  motion  in  relation 
thereto (  whereupon, 

Hr.  MBHCER  moved  thxt  the  member  from  Hum- 
chuwtli  be  not  Nquired  to  Totr. 

Hr.  BTNnH  then  roK,  &nd.  Biter  •  fiiw  remarka,  re* 
newed  tbe  motion  to  make  tbe  aubjcct  of  the  contested 
ete  ction  the  i peeial  order  of  the  dky,  in  preferenee  to 
alt  other  buiineu^  nn  Mondaj  and  Tuetday  next. 

Hr.  WISB.  1  object  to  (hat  motion,  lin  I  wiil)  the 
motion  pending  before -the  Home  to  be  decided  before 
any  other. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  withdrew  hii  motion,  for  tbe  pur- 
poee  of  lubmittinfc  the  Utter  inotioni  whereupon, 

Hr.  WISE  moved  that  (he  gentleman  from  kUaiaohu- 
wtlt  b«  required  (MibMaiiently  modifled  by  him  "  Gom> 
p«Ued"J  lo  vole,  indadaramedtheEIouie  at  aonw  length 
m  reply  to  Hr.  Bi>v>.  In  the  oourae  of  hit  remarki 
he  vaa  oailed  to  order  by  the  latter  gentleman,  aod  an 
alierealion  of  an  angry  and  punfUly  pereonal  character 
cmued,  which  waf  arreated  by  the  Houn. 

Mr.  HERCER  interpondt  and,  afiar  a  few  remarka 
and  •uggeationi  by  Heme.  HERCER,  PEYTON, 
THOMAS,  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  ADAH8.  ALLAN  of 
Kentucky,  LAWLBR.  THOHI>flON  of  South  Cirolini, 
and  HOWARD,  both  tbe  gentlemen  explained,  and  made 
their  aeknowledgmenti  to  theHouae,  whieh  had  unani- 
■UNHly  required  that  the  eoniroveny  ahDuU  there  and. 

Hr.  LAWLER  then  withdrew  hia  appeali  and 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked  leave  to  more  that  Ihe  aubject  of 
tbe  conieated  election  for  North  Carolina  be  made  the 
Bpeeiil  order  of  lbs  day,  in  preference  to  all  other  buai- 
ne«,  from  and  after  one  o'clock  on  Monday,  and  twelve 
o'clock  on  Tueailay,  unieaa  HKiDer  diapoaed  of)  which 
motion,  by  general  conaent,  «■■  put  anil  agreed  to. 

On  motion  ofHr.BRIOOS, 

The  Hmw*  theas<youmed,athairpaat4  o'clock  A.  M. 

HoSDil,    MlBCH   S8. 

PUBLIC  LAND9. 

Tbe  reeohitiom  of  tbe  I>giilaiure  of  Kentucky,  with 
the  mMion  to  oooimit  ihem,  with  initrucliont  to  report 
a  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heanii  and  the 
motion  to  amend,  by  lubatituiing  tbe  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Land*,  being  the  Rnt  buaineai  in  order,  were  taken 
Hp. 

Hr.  C.  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  initroctianei  alter  which  he  continued  and  oon- 
duded  tbe  eourae  of  remarka  which  he  began  on  Mon- 
day Uat,  •■  giren  entire  in  preceding  page*.  When 
Mr.  AlLis-  had  taken  liii  teat, 

Hr.  HAWES  roae,  and  addrcaaed  tbe  Houteaiful- 

Hr.  Speaker:  When  I  offered  Ihe  reaolutiona  now 
under  cooNderalion,  a  few  daya  aince,  I  moved  that 
they  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  tablea  irf'  the  membera 
of  Ihia  Houae,  with  a  view  to  call  them  up,  and  have 
them  referred  to  the  mme  commitlee  to  which  Ihe  bill 
from  the  Semte  on  the  aame  aubject  might  be  aent.  In 


them  printed  and  laid  on  Che  table,  until  tbe  aubject  ia 
brought  forward  for  action  in  the  Houae.  My  colleague 
haa  thought  proper  to  bring'  them  under  diaeuaaion  at 
the  pretent  timet  and,  having  no  objection  to  that 
eourae,  I  shall  proered  to  their  consideration,  at  the 
aame  time  that  I  ihall  feel  it  an  imperative  duty  to  an- 
•wer  my  culleaguea  wbo  have  preceded  me,  in  relalbn 
to  this  and  other  matter*. 
Th«  BcpreacBtativn  on  tbii  floor  bare  been  request- 


ed, and  the  Senatora  in  the  other  body  instructed,  by  a 
majnity  of  tha  Legiilature  of  Kentucky,  to  vote  for  ■ 
hill  dlMributinir  the  proceeds  of  the  public  land*  amonw 
Ihe  Slateai  or,  in  other  worda,  to  vote  for  Hr.  CIsy'a  land 
bill.  Thit  is  not  the  only  time  ainoe  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  thia  Houae,  that  the  Legislature  conceived  it 
Id  he  their  duty  to  Inatruct  their  Senators  to  do  an  act 
which  they  knew  would  be  done  without  such  instruc- 
tions, and  requeat  the  Representaiivca  to  do  that  which 
they  knew  a  part  of  them  had  already  determined  to 
perform,  and  another  portion  had  determined  not  to  do. 
[  remember,  a  time  long  aince  past,  when  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  an  almost  unanlmoua  vote,  requested  her  Rep- 
reaenlativea  to  give  their  votea  to  the  present  illustriou* 
Chief  Hagiatrate  of  this  tJoion.  The  then  members  of 
Congress  were  requested  to  vote  for  an  individual  a* 
Preaident  who  had  received  more  of  the  people's  votea 
than  all  the  other  eandiditet  put  togettieri  and  I  uk 
my  colleague,  [Hr.  Allab,]  who  baa  expressed  such 
taliafsetion  at  the  present  request,  what  waa  (lie  course 
of  Mr.  Clay  and  those  who  acted  with  him  an  that  ever 
PDemorable  ocoaaion.'  They  proclaimed  (hat  the  Legis- 
lature had  no  guardiaoaliip  over  Ihe  members  of  tbo 
lower  Rouae  of  Congreaai  that  (bey  appealed  (o  the 
people  of  the  congreaaionat  diatricta  from  which  they 
camei  and  upon  their  deciuon,  and  tbein  alone,  would 
they  rely  for  a  Justification  of  (heir  conduct.  I  aak,  if 
theae  were  not  the  view*  of  tbe  (hen  membepa  of  Con- 
greaa^  Mr.  Speaker,  t  cannot,  I  will  not,  vote  for  Hr. 
Clay's  land  bill,  except  upon  one  condition,  to  wit:  tliat 
a  majority  of  my  eonalituents,  Iboee  who  reposed  their 
confidence  in  me.  and  for  wljoae  opinions  I  shall  ever 
entertain  (he  liigheat  respect,  shall  instruct  mc  so  to  do. 
In  that  event,  which  I  am  conacioui  will  never  happen, 
for  I  have  a  firm  reliance  on  their  judgment,  discretion, 
and  love  of  country,  I  ahall  either  comply  with  tlieir  re- 
quest, or  resign  my  seat  here.  I  am  the  Repreientativa 
of  the  people  of  Hie  second  congreaaional  district,  and 
not  of  the  Legislature. 

1  have  on  one  oeeaaion,  (if  not  more,}  since  I  have 
been  a  member  here,  been  forced,  from  connderations 
of  public  policy  and  duly,  to  act  contrary  to  Ihe  requesl 
of  the  Lepalature.  There  waa  a  lime,  and  (ha(  not  long 
past,  when  (hst  body  thou^l  it  to  be  their  especial  duty  to 
requert  the  Repreaentativea  from  Kentucky  to  proatiaie 
tbe  rights  and  liberliea  of  their  constituents,  and  of  tbe 
people  of  (he  other  Statei  of  (bis  confederacy,  and  bow 
in  humble  submission  to  the  Bonk  of  (he  Uni(cd  States, 
and  ita  foreign  atockholders,  consisting  of  earla,  dukes, 
marqulM*,  barona,  lords,  eaquirea,  gic.,&c.,  byreatoring 
Ihe  depoaites  to  its  vaulta,  which  bad  been  removed  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury.  Yes,  the  Asaembly  of 
that  Stale,  wliicli  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  bad  uid 
(and  it  waa  (rue)  had  done  ao  much  for  (he  defence  of 
(he  country  during  the  late  war,  had  acted  in  (his  man- 
ner, and  1  (hen  disobeyed  their  requea(,  and  asserted 
(he  ri^taand  supremacy  of  U>e  people  over  the  lisnk 
and  all  other  such  monopoliea.  When  I  ace  (lie  Legis- 
lature pass  a  solemn  resolution,  vhicli  I  believe  for  (he 
good  and  welfare  of  the  people  whom  I  represent,  it 
will  at  all  timea  give  me  great  pleaaure  lo  act  in  unison 
with  tbeir  opinion.  But  when,  on  tbe  contrary,  I  see 
them,  influenoed  bv  party  con^darationa,  act  contrary 
't  the  inlercita  o(  (he  people  of  the  State  and  tbe 


ty  of  the  Legialature.  That  majority  knew  full  « 
before  passing  the  reaidutiona,  that  the  Senator*  wouio 
•upport  tbe  bili|  for  one  of  them  had  introduced  (he 
proposition,  and  the  other  wa*  known  to  be  favorable 
to  it  That  majority  knew  that  every  oppoaition  man 
in  Congreaa  from  (be  State  of  Kentuoky  would  vote  for 
the  knd  bill,  as  wtely  u  tbe  sua  would  riae  on  to-row- 
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row,  and  tb«t  ill  who  ■(reed  with  HM  in  opinion  would 
M  oertiinly  vote  ■gniml  iti  j»,  with  thcoc  fkcti  berore 
their  area,  U^  hfd  oonMimed  their  time  in  doing  thai 
which  could  not  poartblr  be  of  any  benefit  to  their  con- 
Mitoentt.  Sir,  partj  eonaiderationa  were  at  the  bottom 
of  thia  moveroentt  and,  befDre  I  clotr,  I  aball  make  Mine 
allunon  to  Ihero. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  hire  erer  held  lo  the  doctrine  that 
the  Lefialature  of  any  Stale  bad  a  right  to  inatruct  (heir 
Senaiora  to  *ole  acecMingly  with  the  opiniona  of  auch 
Legiabliire,  and  that  they  were  bound  either  to  obey 
that  will  or  rea)g;n  their  placei;  and  I  conceive  that  he 
who  Tiolatea  thia  firat  principle  of  our  Governnient,  and 
thua  rudely  reniorea  the  lery  foundationa  of  our  free  in- 
Milutlona,  it  rrcreant  lo  the  trust  repoaed  in  hin,  and 
ought  narer  again  to  be  lrual«d  by  the  people,  unteH 
after  « lon^  and  aincere  repentance,  and  a  firm  dplenni- 
naiion  to  practiae  a  difTerenc  courae.  But  !t  Ja  different 
wilb  a  Repreaentltive.  They  are  Ihe  agenti  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ihe  aereral  congreaaional  dillrict),  reaponaible  to 
them,  and  occupying  towarda  Ihem  the  aame  relative 
po*1tion  aa  the  Senaiora  lo  Ihe  Lcgrlalature.    There  are, 

Serfaapa,  not  more  ihsn  fbur  of  Ihe  Repreaentatite*  ftvm 
enlucliy  who  will  act  with  me  in  oppoallion  In  Mr. 
Clay'a  land  billi  and  there  are,  perbapa,  nine  who  will 
puraoe  ■  different  courae.  We  are  all  r«apona1ble  to 
our  conitltuentat  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  an  opin- 
ion, that  the  four,  though  feweat  in  number,  are  with 
Ihe  tme  intereata  of  the  people  of  the  Slate  and  Dnion, 
while  the  nine  (though  equally  oonacientioua)  are  on 
thia  occuion  unintentionally  agatntt  that  intereil. 

Hy  coUeagne,  [Hr.  Haidiit,]  in  the  courae  of  hi*  re- 
marka  on  another  mbject,  haa  uaed  Ihe  following  lan- 
guage: "Is  there  any  icene  in  Ihla  world  ao  ridieuloua  aa 
lo  aee  Van  Buren'a  frienda  place  him  before  the  people 
a|  the  war  parly  candidate,  and  denounce  Harriaon  and 
hU  frienda  aa  putillaniniDui,  cowardly,  and  ready  to  he- 
Iray  their  coumryf"  Tlie  frienda  of  Hr.Van  Buren  never 
did  hold  himup  aa  the  warparty  candidate.  Theydohold 
him  up  aa  the  choice  for  the  next  pretidcncy  of  that  party 
who  were  determined  lo  vindicate  the  intuited  honor  of 
the  nation.  They  do  conaider  that  he  is  one  of  that  par. 
ty  who  would  not  permit  any  foreign  nation,  harmleaily, 
and  at  will,  to  fiolate  a  aolemn  Ireaty,  executed  wilh  all 
due  formality,  and  faithfully  performed  on  our  parti  one 
of  a  party  who,  when  a  foreign  potentate  wiahed  to 
wring  an  apology  from  our  Chief  Hagiatrale  for  doing 
hia  duly  lo  hi*  country,  would  nol,  at  any  coat,  permit 
Ihe  alain  to  real  on  our  eaeutcheoni  one  who  could  not 

Sitiently  aubmil  to  Ihe  ahamefui  aeene  of  a  monarch  of 
urope  directing  and  commanding  the  PreaidenI  of  Iheae 
United  Stalea  what  he  ahauld,  and  what  he  ahould  nol, 
aay  to  Congreta  in  his  annual  meaaagea:  one  of  a  party 
who  were  willing  to  meet  foreign  preparation  fur  war 
againat  their  natire  country  wilh  a  cnrreaponding  force 
on  our  part:  one  of  llial  parly  which  would  not,  for  the 
aake  of  a  few  dolhra  and  oenta^  leave  our  fronlien  rx- 
poaed  to  foreign  invaalon,  when,  from  lime  to  time, 
warned  that  a  powerful  armament  had  been  ordered  to 
rendrivoua  in  our  neighborhood  and  off  our  coaal,  wilh 
no  oaienaible  object,  aave  lo  coerce  a  compliance  wilh 
their  demand  a  on  Ihe  Executive.  Ktheae  objects  make 
at  man  a  war  party  candidate,  I  hope  I  shall  ever  be 
found  lupporling  one  of  that  character.  My  colleague, 
{Mr.  Allab,]  who  has  addreaaed  the  Kouae  on  this  sub- 
ject, haa  aaid  ihai  he  had  always  voted  for  appropriationa 
when  recommended  for  the  naral  aervioe.  I  have  the 
journal  now  open  before  me,  and  from  it  I  find  that 
when  the  cloud  of  war  hung  darkeat  in  our  boriion, 
when  no  one  here  could  aay  at  what  hour  war  would  be 
declared  againat  Prance,  or  by  the  French  Government 
against  Ihia  counlryi  when  the  eounlenancea  of  all  were 
aolemn  at  what  they  thought  the  lowering  Mid  approach. 


every  breeie  Irom  tha  cast  bore  li- 
.ireparaliona  on  the  part  oT  Prancci 
when  it  was  kwdly  and  conatantly  proclaimed  by  Ihe 
French  miniatry  that  nothing  but  a  direct  apology  fron 
the  President  would  be  received  for  a  auppoaed  ineuK 
offered  to  that  Onremmenti  on  the  11th  day  of  January, 
Ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affaira  offered 
the  following  resolution,  to  wit:  "Baolvrii,  Thai  the 
Commiitee  on  Naval  Affaira  be  inatructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedieney  of  increaaing  the  naval  force  In  comroia- 
aion."  Here,  then,  ia  a  propoaition  from  the  head  of  a 
comniittee  of  this  Houae,  propoiing  merely  lo  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increanng  Ihe  naval  force  in  com- 
miaaioni  and  what  wu  the  vote  of  my  colleague  in  rela- 
tion to  ilF  Why,  air,  he  ia  found  in  ■  inull  minority  of 
19  againat  the  mere  Inquiry,  when  there  are  164,  com- 
poaad  of  men  of  all  political  castes,  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  proposition.  IF  the  gentleman  calla  thia  a  willing- 
neaa  lo  vote  appropriatiun*  when  called  Tor,  I  am  unable 
lo  comprehend  his  meaning.  Wliit  juttlEcalion  he  rosy 
find  for  hit  courae  under  Ihe  above  circumatances,  1  know 
not(  bu',  for  myaelf,  I  shall  ever  be  found  ready  lo  vote 
ap  prop  Hat  iona  for  repelling  the  invasions,  or  even  proba- 
ble invaaiona,  of  our  beloved  country  by  any  foreign  nation 
whatsoever.  I  ^alt  not  attempt  to  follow' tbe  gentleman 
through  alt  hit  remarks,  but  will  say,  that  Ihey  are  much 
after  the  order  of  the  attacka  which  have  been  made  oe 
the  adminislrallon  for  the  laat  alx  years,  both  on  thia 
door  am)  by  Ihe  oppoailion  preasea  throughout  the 
'Dnion,  which  have  been  refuted  on  many  occasionsi  and 
what  It  more,  Ihey  aland  condemned  by  the  voluntary 
aufFragea  of  nearly  two  thirdi  of  the  people  of  Ihia  na- 

My  colleague  [Hr.  Hau»]  ag^n  holda  thia  .lan- 
guage: "  Harrison,  who  spent  hia  youth,  hia  manhood, 
and  the  prime  of  bis  life,  in  campt  and  battlei,  in  fire 
and  smoke,  contending  in  hia  country'i  cauae.  Many  a 
bloody  fielit  can  alteat  Harrison's  achievements,  andem- 
blsion  his  fsme  and  glory  abroad.  Kentucky  baa  won 
laurels  with  him  and  under  him.  He  always  did  her 
brave  tons  justice  in  the  field,  and  juatioe  in  hia  reports 
to  the  War  Department.  In  thia  approaching  election 
Ihe  world  will  bear  wilneaa  that  Kentucky,  amongal  ber 
other  great  virluei^  boaita  ihe  proud  one  of  gratitude." 

Here,  Ur.  Speaker,  are  lbs  groundi  upon  which 
General  Harriton  ia  to  be  brought  oefore  Ihe  people  of 
Kentucky  for  the  next  preside ncyt  andtheaeare  the  only 
reasons  urged  why  the  people  of  Ihat  high-minded  and 
patriotic  Slate  should  support  him.  Not  that  he  it  qual- 
ified, from  hit  education  and  habit*,  for  thai  hi^  and 
reaponaible  alation;  not  thai  he  it  capable,  or  haa  ren- 
dered civil  aervicft  tolhenationi  not  that  hia  opinion* 
or  intereata  are  identified  with  thoae  of  the  people  of 
Kentucky,  but  that  he  hat  been  a  warrior)  lliat  he  haa 
apeni  hia  youth  and  hia  manhood,  the  prime  of  hit  life, 
in  campa  and  battlea^  in  fire  and  amoke,  combating  In 
hit  country'a  cauae.  Now,  auppoae  Ihia  last  prop  ia  ta- 
ken from  himi  luppote,  after  following  him  through  hia 
whole  military  career,  doing  complete  juttice  to  hie  war- 
rior deeds,  aurrounding  hia  brow  wilh  every  wreath  of 
glory  which  justly  belong!  lo  himi  1  say,  auppoae,  after 
dcung  him  complete  justice  in  every  thing,  we  should 
find  that  he  did  nol  spend  his  manhood  amidsl  flre  and 
amoke,  what  claim  could  he  then  have  to  the  volea  of 
our  palrnolic  citizens^  1  thai]  not,  on  tiie  preient  occa- 
sion, make  an  allusion  to  tbe  personal  bravery  of  thia 
high  pertonigei  he  may  be,  and  no  doubt  ia,  ■  brave 
mant  and,  consequently,  I  shall  aay  nothing  on  that  head. 
The  history  of  hia  military  career  it  (he  hiatory  of  Ihe 
country)  it  it  public  property,  and  aa  auch  I  ^all  uae  it, 
more  especially  at  my  colleague  hat  attempted  lo  con- 
vert it  to  hia  benefit.  Let  ut  then,  in  the  spirit  of  can- 
dor and  of  juttice,  followhim  through  all  hit  oampaigiWi 
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■Dd  tee  whether  he  can  Ity  ■  Juil  elum  t«  our  wfFhiKeB 
on  tbit  toorr,  umided  by  any  one  recomrnendktion  be- 
udei  for  eren  liis  rriendi  cUim  nothing  more  for  hicn. 
Pint,  let  []■  see  him  on  the  plains  of  Tippecanoe,  which 
wu  hit  beat  field)  and,  if  not  made  Pmldent  for  th*t, 
he  certainly  can  be  for  nane  oiber.  He  commanded  on 
(tilt  Dceaiion  a>  briTe  men  at  ever  mircbed  to  ■  field  of 
battle)  men  «ho  would  do  honor  to  any  amy  or  any 
country.  The  comniander,  however,  according  to  what 
waa  retorted  at  the  time,  atlhue  been  informed,  truat- 
'Mg  to  hit  enemict,  and  thole  the  untamed  and  unlame- 
nble  tavaget  of  the  forett,  encamped  on  ground  which 
Wat  pmnted  out  by  lliem,  and  thua  unnecenarily  ezpoted 
hit  army  to  their  mercileM  ven|^ance.  The  ground 
might  have  been  Ifor  aught  I  know}  auitable  for  an  en- 
caropment)  it  probably  was,  but  for  the  circumilance 
Ibat  the  enemy  propoaed  it,  which  of  ilaelf  wat  tufli' 
cient  to  have  warned  a  commanding  g;enera]  against  it. 
On  Ihal  occasion  Kentucky  loit  many  of  her  brave  toni) 
and  Joaeph  Davien  is  slill  frttk  in  (he  memory  of  hia 
countrymen.  Sir,  Kentucky  hat  not  yet  ceased  to  mourn 
hit  loss.  He  left  family,  friends,  and  home,  for  that  fa- 
tal Heidi  tnd,  when  there,  hit  gallant  impetuoiity  led 
him  to  the  thickest  of  the  fight(  and  the  lines  of  the  im- 
flbtlal  Byron  are  truly  applicable,  when  he  wys,  in  re- 
tatioB  to  another, 

"  He  nuhed  inw  Ibe  liild,  and  hniBou,  fighdog,  fall." 
Again:  at  Sanduakf  and  the  defence  of  Fort  Steven' 
ton,  where  was  General  Harrison*  He  was  at  the  head 
of  an  FHteliTe  and  brans  army,  and  left  the  lillle  devoted 
band  of  one  hundred  and  tiny  m«n,  commanded  by  the 
gallant  Croghtn  and  hia  noble  associates,  surrounded  by 
an  enemy,  to  defend  themselves  as  best  thiry  might 
Sj^inat  vastoddt.  But  hear  what  Mr,  Duncan,  present 
Governor  of  Illinois,  says  in  relation  to  il>  He  wia  prct- 
ent)  he  was  one  of  the  offlceriorthcfort  on  thitmemo- 
rabie  occasion;  be  Is  a  friend  of  General  Harrisoni  he  ia 
opposed  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  ihe.presidencyi  and  yet, 
what  doeahe  taysay  inrektion  to  that  affair^  It  ii  unnec- 
essary to  recapitulate  the  whole  letter  of  Governor  Dun- 
can, and  I  shall  only  take  such  parts  as  relate  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  matter  now  under  eonaideration:  "About 
this  time  General  Harrtton  received  information  Ihat  the 
enemy  had  raised  the  siege  of  Fort  Ueigs,  and  had 
itatted  in  the  direction  of  Sandutky  and  Camp  Steven- 
son. Receiving  Ihb  intelligencei  he  determined  to  re- 
treat from  hit  potilion,  and  Immediately  tent  an  cxprett 
to  Fort  Stevenson,  which  arrived  about  aunrtte,  order- 
ing Major  Croghan  to  burn  the  IbrI,  with  the  ammuni- 
tion and  stores,  aud  retreat  without  delay  to  headquar. 
ters,  giving  aome  precautionary   instrnctkina  about  the 

Here  it  is  asserted,  by  authority  which  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  Croghan  was  ordered  to  retreat,  to  burn  hit 
ammunition  and  (toreit  and  this,  too,  by  his  commanding 
■eneral,  my  colleague's  redoubtable  warrior  candidate 
for  the  presidency.  What,  let  me  ask,  was  the  conduct 
of  Croghan  and  his  brave  aHociates?  Why,  sir,  they 
took  the  vole  in  true  republican  style,  and  determined 
to  defend  the  place  at  all  haaarda.  Tbe^  did  defend  it| 
and  the  trainbands  of  British  warrior^  with  their  savage 
allies,  thirating  for  the  blood  of  our  brave  countrymen, 
were  driven  back  with  a  slaughter  which  will  ever  aland 
at  one  of  the  brightett  pages  in  our  history,  and  an 
ererlaMini;  atigma  on  the  name  of  him  who  bade  Ihem 
deaert  iheir  pott  and  destroy  their  stores  and  tmmunt- 
fkm.  Sir,  according  to  this  same  letter,  "this  great 
hem,  this  man  who  bad  spent  his  youth  and  his  manhood 
in  fire  and  ttnoke,  and  whoit  now  allempted  to  be  made 
President  for  his  noble  deeds,"  had  piled  up  hit  ammu- 
nition and  stores,  and  was  ready  to  set  fire  to  them,  at 
•oon  u  Croghaa  should  reach  Scnectj  and  it  cannot  be 
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doubted  that,  if  he  hadarrived  according  to  otdert.  Gen- 
eral Harrison  would  have  retreated  instantly,  leaving 
Ihe  whole  frontier,  our  fleet  at  Erie,  and  (be  boata  and 
■tores  at  Cleveland,  (the  destruction  of  wliich  was  the 
object  of  the  invaiion  and  movement  down  the  lake,)  at 
Ibe  mercy  of  the  enemyi  leaving  five  hnndred  milea  of 
frontier  undefended,  and  our  whole  fleet  and  mllliont  of 
the  public  property  exposed  to  inevitid>le  deitraction. 
But  tgain,  let  me  ask,  what  was  Ihe  conduct  of  this  grest 
general,  when  this  little  band  of  patriots  were  contend- 
ing  a^inst  fifteen  times  their  number,  though  badly  pro- 
vided with  ammunition,  and  protected  only  by  a  log  fort? 
Gov.  Duncanaays  that,  in  relation  toCroghan,  during  the 
siege,  and  when  the  firing  could  be  hetrd  in  camp,  Gen- 
eral Harrison  said;  "The  blood  be  on  hit  own  bead)  I 
wath  my  hand*  of  ii,"  not  doubting  for  a  moment  Ihat 
the  garrison  would  be  cut  off.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  but 
fair  and  just,  if  the  Amerioan  blood,  which  wat  npect- 
ed  to  be  sptit  on  that  day,  should  rest  on  the  head  of 
Croghan,  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  have  the  glory 
'  "~  nd  tba  victory;  and  if  the  general 


That,  for  hia  great  military  achievements,  Ibe  people  of 
Kentucky  arc  to  give  him  their  sufTragea  fur  Ihe  higbeit 
office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

I  come  now  to  the  fatal  field  of  liaisint  that  Qeld  which 
has  been  fattened  with  the  bcti  blood  of  mv  adopted 
Slatet  Hut  field  which  was  covered  with  the  best  blood 
of  Kentucky's  noblest  and  choicest  spirit*.  Where,  wa* 
General  Harriton  IhenF  He  wai  not  far  dittant)  and 
why,  let  me  ask  my  colleague,  wu  be  not  in  Ibe  fire 
and  smoke  which  enveloped  the  manly  forms  of  thoie 
who  had  gallantly  marched  in  defence  of  the  country? 
Sir,  I  remember  to  hare  heard  it  said,  but  I  do  not  vouch 
for  it,  that  when  the  news  of  that  fatal  day  wu  received 
by  eipreu  at  tlie  seat  of  our  Slate  Guvernment,  the 
Legislature  wuinlession,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  being 
in  tlist  ipaclousestabtishment  but  had  lost  tome  near  and 
dear  relative  or  friend.  Kentucky  was  in  mourning  from 
one  extremity  to  Ihe  olheri  for  the  blood  that  flowed  on 
that  memorable  occasion  came  from  the  veins  of  the 


and  stood  at  a  lasting  monument  of  the  ill-starred  and 
unfortunate  conduct  of  the  commander-in-chief.  Wat 
lie  in  fire  and  smoke  on  that  occasion'  No,  he  was  noli 
and  tlie  spirits  of  the  brave,  of  our  Allen,  our  Hart,  our 
Simmei,  and  the  many  others  who  bravely  perished, 
unaided  and  unaupported  by  their  leader,  will  rise  up 
and  proclaim  to  the  people  Ihat  General  Haniton  was 
not  amidst  the  fire  and  smoke  which  enveloped  their 
manly  foimi  on  ibat  tryins and  heart-sickening  day.  Sir, 
what  does  Coventor  Hadiion  lay  in  relation  to  Ihe  con- 
duct of  thiiheio  on  tliat  occasion'  He  says:  "Our  camp 
police  was  not,  perhaps  what  it  ought  to  have  been.  But 
I  am  not  here  the  accuser  or  excuaer  of  any  one,  though 
thoroughly  convinced  Ihattheprincipalerror  of  the  cam- 
paign, and  Ihat  which  brought  all  other  evils  upon  uf, 
waa  the  great  distance  at  which  Ihe  other  parts  of  Ibe 
army  were  kept.  Had  the  diipotition  been  different, 
had  the  mun  body  been  located  within  sustaining  dis- 
tance of  the  advanced  corps,  or  had  thit  corpt  been  re- 
enforced  by  even  a  tingle  batlalian  of  five  hundred  men, 
ours  would  have  been  a  victory  inttead  of  a  deieat."- 
Again,  General  Lewis  sayai  "Had  the  general  fores  been 
five  hundred  greater  than  it  vv,  he  would  not  bave  ex- 
perienced a  defeat." 

Sir,  will  this  tettimony  be  denied,  the  testimony  of  r 
Coremor  of  Kentucky,  who  was  a  principal  actor  on 
the  occasion,  and  who,  from  the  misfortunes  of  Um  <)ay,' 
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beetma  th«  comnuiuler  of  tliote  unfurlunkle  troopif 
My  coll»KUe'i  hero,  instf  bi]  oT  bein^  In  fire  and  amoke, 
WM  not  even  in  tuslaining  dilUnce,  *Tid  mir  brkve  men 
perished,  and  our  glorioui  flar  wis  trumpUd  under  foot 
by  tlie  enemy,  Ibr  ihe  want  of  bein^  sustained,  ind  be- 
cause lbs  commander-in-chief  did  not  send  five  hundred 
men  to  their  assistance. 

I  come  now  to  the  battle  of  ttie  Thsmes,  and  I  aik  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Habdiii]  who  was  the  hero  of  that  day' 
There  is  one  now  in  this  tiall,  and  a  member  of  (his 
House,  *nd  who  msy  be  recognised  afar  olT,  by  Ihe 
effects  of  the  honorable  vounds  received  on  thai  day, 

J  Colonel  JoaasasiJ  one  who  hsi  served  his  country 
[>r  a  long-  course  or  years,  both  in  civil  and  military  oc- 
cupations) who  was  indeed  smidst  fire  and  smoke,  and 
blood,  and  death,  and  destruction,  and  whose  animating 
voice  was  heard  above  tlie  din,  the  turmoil,  the  struggle, 
and  the  roar  of  the  liattle,  encouraging  the  brave  spirits 
who  surrounded  him  to  ^lory  and  to  victory;  one  who 
completed  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  by  slaying  with  hii 
own  band  their  chief,  the  cclcbrded  Tecumsehi  forit 
Vas  then,  and  not  till  then,  that  they  raised  the  shout 
and  yell  of  dismay,  which  was  answered  by  the  victori- 
ous war-cry  of  Kenluckyi  and  yet  my  colleague  leaves 
biui,  who  is  slso  before  the  people  for  their  tuffrages, 
and  talcea  up  another,  who  was  not  in  the  midst  of  the 
battle  and  of  danger,  and  recommends  him,  for  hts  mili- 
lary  deeds  alone.  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  do  injustice  to 
General  Harrison.  If  1  know  my  own  heart,  1  would 
not  tear  one  laurel  from  his  browi  I  would  rather  add  to 
(beir  number,  than  rudely  tear  them  asunder.  What  I 
have  said  is  matter  of  hiatary,  and  therefore  public 
property;  and  I  should  not,  on  this  occaMon,  have  made 
■n  ■llusion  to  the  late  war,  liad  not  my  colleaf^ue,  on  a 
former  occasion,  brought  it  under  consideration,  and 
ur{^d  it  to  Kentuckians,  as  a  reason  for  discarding 
the  republican  candidates  for  the  presidency  and  vice 
preaidency,  and  Bupporting  General  Hsrrison. 

Again;  my  colleague  saya  that  General  Harrison  al- 
ways did  Kentucky  justice  in  his  reports  to  the  Depsrt- 
nent  of  War.  It  is  true,  he  frequently  spoke  well  of 
the  Kentuckians,  And  sometimes  made  insinuations 
•gainst  them  and  the  whole  Western  country,  tmd  par- 
ticularly charged  the  militia  of  Ohio,  aa  not  to  be  de- 
pended on.  But  I  will  not,  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
truit  to  memory,  but  use  his  own  words,  which  may  be 
found  In  hit  report  to  the  War  Department,  written 
from  Chillicothe,  and  dated  March  U,  1S13,  page  141. 
He  says:  "Amongst  the  reasons  which  mske  it  neces- 
■ary  to  employ  a  large  force,  I  am  sorry  to  mention  the 
disouy  and  disinclination  to  the  service  which  appear  to 
prevail  in  the  Western  country."  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
contend  Is  doing  a  crying  injustice  to  Ihe  people  of 
Kentucky,  aa  well  as  the  balance  of  the  West.  At  wbsl 
tim»,  let  me  ask,  did  dismay  and  disinclination  to  the 
service  pervade  the  West.'  Search  the  annala  of  your 
country,  and  when  did  men  ever  march  more  willingly 
•t  every  sunuDonsf  They  poured  forth  their  blood  like 
water)  they  left  their  fire-sides  and  their  homes,  their 
wives  and  children,  every  thing  which  was  near  and 
dear  to  them;  and  while  they  are  doing  all  this,  suffering 
hardships  and  privations  almost  past  the  endurance  of 
man,  the  commanding  general  writes  from  his  hesd- 

Siarters  at  Chillicothe,  that  dismay  and  diiinel  I  nation  to 
e  service  prevail  In  the  Western  country;  and  yet  tb!a 
Mme  West  is  called  on  to  support  him  for  the  presi- 
dency.    Never;  no,  never. 

Again,  in  the  same  letter,  sRer  speaking  of  the  militia 
who  were  with  him  the  preceding  winter,  as  brave  men 
and  mucU  to  be  depended  on,  he  resumes;  "The  new 
draughtsfram  this  State  are  entirely  of  another  character, 
Knd  are  not  to  be  depended  upon."  People  of  Ohio, 
do  you  see  Ibisg  and  from  whom  does  it  comc'     From 
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a  stranger^  No.  From  one  unacquainled  with  you  aa  » 
people?  No.  from  a  citiien  of  another  StsleF  No. 
But  from  your  own  leader  during  the  war;  from  a  citizen 
of  your  own  territory.  Had  you  a  right  to  expect  this? 
You  had  not,  for  you  bad  inarched  at  bis  summons  to 
ihe  standsrd  of  your  country.  I  ask  you,  are  or  are 
not  the  people  of  Ohio  to  be  depended  upon  in  the  day 
of  trial  and  af  danger'  General  Harriaon  says  not, 
but  I  say  they  are,  and  the  world  will  with  one  accord 
agree  with  me  in  pronouncing  it  a  slander  on  you  char- 
acter as  a  people.  And  yet  you  are  called  on  to  sup- 
port this  man  for  President,  and  yield  up  your  republi- 
can opinions  for  bis  sake.  Will  you  subwiribe  to  this? 
If  you  da,  the  world  will  proclaim  in  a  voice  of  thunder, 
and  in  the  language  of  Harrison,  that  you  are  not  to  be 
depended  upon. 

And  now,  ur,  in  relation  to  Kentucky,  he  lays;  "  I 
have  no  doubt,  however,  but  a  sufficient  number  of 
good  men  e»n  be  procured)  and  should  Ihev  be  per- 
mitted to  serve  on  horseback,  Kentucky  would  furnish 
some  regiments,"  &e-  Here,  Ur.  Speaker,  after  saying 
that  tbe  new  draughts  of  Ohio  are  not  to  be  depended 
uponi  that  if  allowed  to  servo  on  horseback,  Kentncky 
would  furniah,  he.,  1  ask  you  if  this  is  not  likewise  a 
slander  on  the  State  in  which  I  retldeF  'Tis  true  he 
did  justice  to  thoae  who  fought  at  Raiaini  he  couM  not 
avoid  it,  for  such  men  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  any 
country.  But  when  he  says  thai,  if  allowed  to  fight  on 
horseback,  !s  it  not  tantamount  to  an  asaertion  that  on 
foot  they  would  not  mske  good  soldiers?  I  assert  it, 
■nd  many  a  glorious  field  will  bear  witness,  that  Ken- 
tuckians,  whetlier  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  are  not  in- 
ferior to  any  in  thit  wide  extended  Union,  the  Innuendo 
of  General  Harrison  to  the  contrary  notwitbatanding. 
It  has  been  said  that  we  are  divided  into  thrae  parts,  to 
wit:  alligator,  horse,  and  snap  ping-turtle;  and  my  cat- 
league'a  hero  and  candidate  for  tbe  presidency  abould 
have  recollected,  (hat  when  the  horse  was  removed, 
there  still  remained  the  alligator  and  snspping-turtlet 
the  one  celebrated  for  holding  on,  and  the  other  for 
destroying. 

Sir,  all  this  is  painful  to  me.  It  Is  not  confonant  to 
my  feelings  to  call  up  the  history  of  events  which  have 
almost  been  consigned  to  oblivion;  but  I  conceive  my 
justification  will  be  found  in  the  course  of  my  colleague, 
who  commenced  the  investigation  of  tbe  deeds  of 
General  Harrison.  I  would  not  willingly  inflict  pain 
either  on  him  ur  his  friends,  and  I  owe  an  apology  to 
the  House  for  having  so  long  detained  them  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Before  Mr.  Hiwis  had  concluded  his  remarks,  he  waa 
arrested  by  a  call  for  the  special  order  of  the  day;  when 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  ccnsideralion  of  the  North 
Carolina 

CONTESTED  ELECTION.  ' 

The  motion  pending  was  the  proposition  of  Hr- 
RiacBi*  to  amend  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  who  was  entitled  to 
the  floor,  continued  his  remarks  from  Saturday  n'ght 
last.  He  adverted  to  tbe  proceedings  on  that  occasion, 
and  defended  the  course  of  the  minority,  whose  only 
purpose  and  object  was  to  prevent  the  question  being 
taken  then,  without  taking  a  rote  upon  the  varioua 
principlea  embraced  In  the  amendment.  Tliat  amend- 
ment, he  maintained,  imbodied  Ihe  very  principles  upon 
which  the  main  question  ought  to  he  deoidedt  and  he 
yet  expressed  a  hope  that  the  House  would  vote  on  each 
proposition  respectively,  siler  hearing  the  sitting  mem- 
ber and  the  petitioner.     He  felt  autboriied  to  pledge 
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•mine  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  (o  coatrorert 
(heir  concloiioni  in  filter  ot  (he  petilioneri  lupporling, 
•Ih),  at  coniiden>b1e  length,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Saacatm. 
Mr.  GRAHAM  then  rote  ftnd  addreaied  the  Houte  as 

Ur.  Speaker:  I  lineerely  regret  (hit  this  contested 
election  erer  oane  befare  Congrcn.  I  regret  that  the 
ntuable  time  oflhii  Houu  ahouid  be  eontunied  in  re- 
lation (o  a  queition  which  ia  peculiarly  tlie  province  and 
the  butineM  of  (he  people  at  home  to  decide.  1  rrgret 
that  aome  fifty  or  aiity  thounnd  dolliraof  the  public 
money  ihould  be  expended  in  the  inveitigation  of  (bit 
Hibjcct.  I  regret  the  vide  and  irrelcTant  range  of  the 
debate  on  thii  mMteri  and  In  my  head  and  in  my  heart 
I  repret  to  have  vitnetaed  aome  of  the  acenea  which 
transpired  in  thia  (emple  of  libeKy  on  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday  morning  liatt  for,  air,  day  wai  dawning  when 
thia  House  adjourned.  In  the  midat  of  thete  regrela,  I 
llave  one  moit  cheering  conaolation  and  reflection.  I 
hope  the  Houae  and  the  country  will  bear  in  mind  that 
I  have  had  no  a^ncy,  neither  part  nor  lot,  !n  inatilu- 
(ing  and  introducing  thia  protracted  protecution.  I  am 
00  rolunteer  in  this  matter.  I  am  the  defendant,  and  a 
moat  unwilling  party  tothii  procedure.  Myduty,  not  my 
will,  connecta  me  with  thia  vexatioaa  conteat.  The  ver- 
dict of  the  people,  *nd  the  judgment  of  their  own  ap- 
pointed aworn  ofiicere,  aolemnly  rendered  on  the  faiiti- 
fut  finding  of  the  ballot-box,  have  imposed  upon  me  ob- 
l!ga(iona  and  dutiea,  which  I  ahouid  be  recreant  to  free- 
men and  freedom  if  I  voluntarily  abandoned.  A  deep 
■enae  of  duly,  and  a  high  regard  for  the  right  of  suffrage 
and  the  majeaty  of  the  people,  whose  aoverergn  wilt  has 
been  collected  and  proclaimed  from  the  ballot^Di,  com- 
pel me  lo  stand  forth  and  endeavor  to  vindicate  the  rights, 
and  privllegei,  and  honor  of  my  constituenla.  These 
very  constituent!  are  now  looking  with  an  eagle's  eye, 
and  turning  an  attentive  ear  to  the  proceedinga  of  thia 
body.  They  are  quite  aniiou)  to  learn  and  ascertain 
whether  their  conatitutional  rights  to  elect  their  own 
flgenta^  which  is  the  highest  privilege  of  a  republican 
freeman  and  an  American  citizen,  are  to  be  superseded 
and  sacrificed.  They  deaire  to  know  whether  their  old, 
known,  and  well-eslHbllshed  euitoma,  uiagea,  and  hiblla, 
of  themaelves  and  their  ineesVora,  are  10  be  violated  and 
deatroyed,  tjdefeat  their  own  eipreaaed  will.  Mr.  Speak- 
er, Iheae  pure,  plain  patriota,  who  are  the  salt  of  the 
earth  and  the  atrenglh  of  the  nation,  wilt  not  hold  him 
guillleai  who  sliall  attempt  to  take  away  their  privileges, 
and  overturn  and  trample  upon  the  good  old  honeat  cua- 
tomi  of  liberty. 

In  the  twelfth  congreaaional  district  of  Norlh  Carolina 
there  are  six  counties.  It  ia  upwarda  of  two  hundred 
milea  long,  and  about  eighty  milea  wide,  intersected 
with  lofty  ledges  of  mountains.  There  are  slaty-seven 
separate  places  of  holding  election!.  |n  such  a  dis- 
trict, how  can  any  representative,  without  knowing  the 
names  of  voters  alleged  to  be  illegal,  without  know- 
ing tlie  particular  objections  to  them,  and  the  precincts 
at  which  they  voted,  be  able  to  protect  and  defend  the 
rights  of  (he  ballot-box  and  the  privllrgea  oflhe  people? 
tl  ia  impossible-  The  high  prerogative  privilege,  the 
right  of  suffrage,  einnot  be  ondersundingly  protected 
and  defended,  unless  and  until  the  chargea  are  rendered 
certain,  definite,  and , particular-  There  i*  in  thia  vexa- 
tious contest  no  stiegstlon  made  against  me.  It  Is  made 
against  the  people  and  offtcers  of  my  district,  whose  pub- 
lic affairs  in  this  House  have,  for  a  time,  been  eommit- 


•nd  demanded  or  the  petitioner,  Mr.  Newland, 
press  and  written  allegation  against  them,  before  they 
or  any  one  of  them  should  be  called  upon  lo  answettbe 


ebargea  made  againat  them,  and  before  any  evidence 
waa  taken  in  the  depositions  concerning  their  votes. 
The  petitioner,  although  called  upon,  tufore  one  depod- 
tion  was  taken,  to  furni^  a  list  of  the  alleged  illegal  vo- 
ters, declined  and  refused  >o  to  doi  and  thereby  has  pro- 
duced all  the  delays,  and  difficulties,  and  wasteful  expen- 
ditures or  time  and  money,  that  have  since  followed. 
Why  must  I  be  Compelled  to  go  Into  the  investigation  of 
this  matter  in  the  dark  and  blindrolded?  What  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  why  tbe  petitioner  should  not 
have  set  forth  names,  objections,  precinctsi  and  state  whc- 
whjr,  where?  Sir,  in  North  Carolina,  before  any  cour 
ofjuatice,  if  this  petitioner  had  inatlluted  a  suit  for  only 
twenty  shillings,  againat  any  individual,  he  would  be 
obliged  10  say  and  declare  in  writing,  delinltely  and  par- 
ticularly, in  what  way  the  defendant  became  indebted  to 
him.  Well,  sir,  IF  you  must  be  thus  particular  In  a  con- 
troversy at  law,  for  a  few  shillings,  why  ahouid  you  be 
less  particular  when  the  dearest  rights  and  highest  privi- 
leges of  freemen  are  at  stake?  Shall  the  right  of  auf- 
frage  and  the  freedom  of  elections  be  sacrificed  and 
overturned  with  more  indifference  and  less  concern  than 
you  would  require  in  ■  trifling  matter  of  shillings  and 
pence?  No,  alrt  no!  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
their  own  free  Institutions,  are  entitled  lobe  treated  with 
more  reapect  and  consideration;  and  he  who  aasalls  them 
should  not  be  permitted  to  stand  behind  a  masked  bat- 
tery; he  must  put  his  toe  to  the  mark,  and  let  them  see 
hira  from  the  crown  of  bis  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot. 
He  should,  before  the  evidence  was  t»ken,  hare  given 
the  particular  and  specific  cause  of  complaint  againat 
each  peraon  charged  lo  be  an  illegal  voter.  Without 
this  plain,  candid,  fiiir  dealing,  the  inestimable  right  of 
suffrage  would  be  a  mere  bubblet  It  would  dazzle  and 
allure  only  to  delude  and  deceive-  I  am  unable  to  con* 
celve  one  good  reason  why  the  petitioner  withheld,  and 
did  not  disclose  the  nnmes  of  tbe  freemen  whom  he 
sought  to  deprive  of  their  equal  republican  rights  of 
voting.  I  hold  the  proposition  loo  clear  to  be  contro- 
verted, that  no  individual  In  this  republic,  from  the  gar- 
ret to  the  cellar,  can  be  deprived  of  his  rights  and  privi- 
leges, but  by  previous  notice  lo  himaelf  or  agenli  and 
that  notice  must  be  so  definile  and  certain  as  to  inform 
the  party  whose  rights  are  to  be  affected,  distinctly  and 
expressly,  oF  the  particular  grounds  of  complaint  against 
Mm.  This  clear  principle  is  interwoven  and  incorpora- 
ted with  all  our  rlghlS)  and  surely  it  cannot  be  dispensed 
with  and  utterly  disregarded,  when  the  great  question  of 
liberty  and  Troedom  of  elections  Is  directly  involved.  I 
csnnot  perceive  why  Mr.  Newlsnd  refused  to  comply 
with  Ih Is  reasonable  request  i  it  was  due  in  fairness  to  the 
votersi  and  if  he  had,  before  taking  his  testimony,  pre- 
sented me  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  alleged  illegal 
voters,  and  the  particular  objection  to  them,  then  I  would 
have  Informed  litem  of  the  charge,  and  they  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves.  Hut  it  is 
pollticsl  robbery  to  take  a  Freeman's  rights  away  from 
him  without  previous  notice  to  him  or  his  agent.  It  will 
not  do  lo  hang  a  man  to-day,  and  present  ibe  accusation 
to-morrow.  1  believe  aome  good  legal  voters  have  been 
deprived  uftbelr equal  rights  and  highest  privileges,  by 
tilts  unjust  procedure. 

Mr.  Kewland  proposes,  and  asks  the  House,  to  strike 
from  my  poll's  large  number  of  voters  who  voted  ont  of 
the  counties  in  which  they  reside.  Sir,  there  are  two 
opinions  in  North  Carolina  among  the  peo|)le,  with  re- 
gard to  the  light  of  voting  beyond  the  limlTa  of  the  coun- 
ty wherein  jou  realde  for  Congress.  One  opinion  is, 
you  must  vote,  according  lo  the  letter  of  the  constitution, 
in  the  county  only  where  ynu  reside.  The  other  opin- 
ion is  more  broadsnd  liberal,  and  ia  suppoaed  to  embrace 
ihe  apirit  of  the  constitution,  and  permits  a  man  living 
in  the  congressional  district  to  vote  for  Congress  in  any  ^ 
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Gounly  therein.  In  Georgii,  a  cUlien  Ihereor,  I  am  in- 
rurmed,  un  vole  in  any  counly  in  the  whole  Stite  for 
Cungjcsa.  In  Soulh  CBrolina,  too,  1  1»rn  you  may  vote 
■n;  wliere  in  Ihe  confp^uional  d'^slrict  for  Congreaa. 
Now,  tir,  wlieii  ttiere  are  two  opiniona,  emanating  from 
reapeclible  aourcei,  on  this  aubject,  I  preiume  it  beet 


thia  hoiioi'ibte  Houae  to  incline  oi 


t  Hile  of  liberty. 


■p^ctnra  of  the  election,  and  the  people  themaeh 
my  diairlct,  I  should  aay  *  man  could  only  vote  in  the 
county  wherein  he  reaided.  Bui  iiiaanniich  bb  there  are 
respentabie  peraoni  entertaining  oppoaile  opinions)  and 
alnce  there  ia  poaitive  proof  that  it  tiai  aiwiyt  been  cua- 
tomary  for  men  living  in  Ihe  twelfth  congpeaaional  dis- 
trict to  vote  for  Congreu  at  any  election  in  thai  diitridi 
and  since  the  real  reautt  of  the  election  would  not  be 
changed,  ao  far  ai  this  clasa  of  voTers  is  concerned,  it 
they  had  voted  for  the  same  candidates  in  their  own 
countleai  andaiece  Ihe  object  and  duty  of  Cnngreasdiould 
be,  not  tu  deprive  fi'eemen  of  their  privileges,  but  to 
protect  them  in  the  real  enjoyment  of  liberty:  then,  for 
these  reaiona,  founded  in  justice  and  equity,  I  contend 
Ihe  honest  freemen  who  lived  in  Ihe  diatrict,  hut  voted 
out  of  their  counties,  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  their 

The  proofs  eslabliahing  thia  custom  of  voters  living  in 
the  congreaaional  district  voting  in  any  county  therein, 
are  clear  and  concluaive:  first,  by  the  positive  proof  of 
Robert  Hall,  one  of  Ihejudgei  of  the  election.  Second, 
by  the  fact  that  ibe  sheriff's  and  inspectors  of  every  coun- 
ly in  the  districl  received  votes  of  that  claas  in  the  last 
congreaaional  election.  Third,  I  perceive  fi'om  the  poll- 
liats  and  proofs,  thai  Dr.  James  Tate,  who  ia  a  first  cou- 
ain  of  the  petitioner,  made  *  public  speech,  and  then 
voted  ageinst  me  out  of  the  county  if  not  out  of  the  Stale 
In  wbicli  he  resided.  Fourth,  Samuel  Newland  and 
Waahington  Newland,  the  two  brothers  of  Ihe  petitioner, 
voted  for  liiin  in  August  last,  for  Congress,  out  of  Ihe 
county  in  which  Ihey  reside.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  atill 
more  Important  and  triumphant  evidence  to  eatablisb 
Ibis  liberal  custom,  I  liave  proof  nearer  home,  proof 
that  sticks  closer  than  a  brother.  I  see  on  the  congres- 
sional poll-book,  at  Franklin,  in  Macon  counly,  the  name 
of  Daniel  Newland,  Ihe  petitioner  himselt,  who  livea  in 
Burke  county,  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
where  he  voted  for  Cong reis,  patsing  tbiaiigh  Buike 
county,  and  entirely  acroaa  Buncombe  and  Havwood 
counties,  inio  Haeon,  to  vole  for  Congresa.  And  now, 
aince  the  majority  of  ihe  people  have  solemnly  dechired 
he  ii  not  elected,  he  turni  round  and  lays  no  man  aliall 
be  permitted  to  have  liii  vole  counted  for  me,  (I 
who  voted  for  Congress  out  of  the  counly  in 
lived)  and  he  gravely  insitis  thai  I  must  lose  a 
that  description.  The  plain  practical  result  ia  Ihii:  he 
aaya  other  freemen  ghall  not  do  that  which  his  cousin, 
and  two  broiliers,  and  himself,  all  did  do.  la  thia  equal 
riglita  and  common  privilegcs>  la  this  just,  equitable, 
reasonable,  or  republican'  Our  bill  of  rights  declarei 
thai  no  man  or  aet  of  men  shall  be  entilled  lo  exclusive 
privilegca.  I  cannot  consent  that  my  worthy  const  it  u 
enta  shall  not  enjoy  equality  and  liberty  with  other  men; 
and  be  debarred  from  Ihe  ballot-box,  and  deprived  of 
their  privileges  at  the  polls,  when  the  pelitjoncr  '  ' 
and  his  family  have  vnted  out  of  their  own  counti 
Newland,  sir,  ia  like  an  eagle  shot  by  an  arrow  feathered 
from  bis  own  wing.  He  cannot  gainsay  In  olberswhat 
be  himaelf  haa  done.  No,  sir,  no;  example  Koes  before 
precept.  The  petitioner,  to  obviate  Lliis  difficulty,  sta- 
led on  thia  Soor,  a  few  days  since,  that  although  he  had 
voted  in  the  la^t  congresaiuml  election  out  of  the  county 
in  which  he  lived,  still  he  had  done  so  in  a  mere  jest  ur 
joke.     A  joke,  eh!  Mr,  Speaker,  this  is  ■  very  ceriou* 


.  What  la  r\in  to  some  may  be  death  lo  other*.  If 
:ver  was  a  joke,  it  is  one  quite  loo  much  at  the  ex- 
e  of  other  people.  I  hope  this  petitioner  will  not 
carry  Ilia  jokes  ao  fur  as  to  deprive  my  honest  conililu- 
enta  oftheir  ancient  customs  and  iuat  rigbti. 

Now,  with  thia  pregnant  proof  and  distinguiihed  es- 
ample  before  you,  what  will  this  honorable  House  do 
with  thai  largest  class  of  voters  who  voted  out  of  Ihe 
counties  in  which  they  lived?  because,  without  striking 
them  from  my  poll,  this  petitioner,  every  one  sees,  has 
no  hope  of  luecess.  1  will  letl  you  what  you  ought  ta 
do.  Recollect  Ihe  people  do  not  petition  todisturb  their 
own  verdict)  no,  sir;  the  jurnrs  are  all  satisfied;  but  the 
defeated  party,  single  and  alone,  petitions  to  set  aside 
the  verdict  of  the  ballot-box.  You  ought  to  say  to  him, 
what  a  court  of  equity  would  say  to  him  if  he  were  to 
apply  to  them  to  set  aside  thia  claas  of  voters:  "  If  you 
Hr.  Petitioner,  can  show  merits  on  your  side,  and  an  in- 
jury done  lo  you,  we  will  interpose  our  authority  and 
grant  redreaa."  The  papers  are  read,  and  it  i)  seen  that 
Ihe  family  of  the  pclitioner  and  himielf  have  done  the 
very  thing  which  he  complainsof  in  others.  The  judge 
tooka  with  astonishment,  and  addresaea  the  petitioner 
thus:  "  I  see  you,  yourself,  have  voted  out  of  the  county 
in  which  you  live,  l^is  is  a  court  of  equity,  and  should 
not  do  iniquity.  The  principle  of  this  honorable  court 
of  conscience  is  the  republican  rule.  Equality  is  equity, 
and  must  be  dealt  out  to  all  alike,  without  diatinction  of 
peraona.  Tou  must  do  unto  others  aa  ye  would  that 
Ihey  ahould  do  unto  you.  Hr.  Clerk,  dismiss  Ihe  peti- 
tion at  the  costs  of  Ihe  petitioner."  Although  the  com- 
mittee struck  thirteen  voters  from  my  poll,  for  voting 
out  of  their  counties,  yet  the  petitioner,  Ur.  Newland, 
ia  permitted  to  retain  on  his  poll  tbe  votes  of  his  couain 
and  brotbera,  thai  have  done  Ihe  very  aame  thing.  This 
ia  lefl-handed  justice,  sir,  and  a  burning  ahame. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  House  should  turn  one  member 
out  and  turn  another  in,  by  lakin?  siich  unfair  advanta^ 
gea  of  my  constituents,  there  wUl  be  fire  in  the  moun- 
tains. Sir,  there  will  be  one  general  burst  of  liery  in- 
dignation. When  you  improperly  interfere  with  high 
privileges,  and  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  the  bsllot-boi, 
you  touch  a  magazine.  A  single  apark  might  cauae  aa 
explosion  which  will  wound,  cripple,  and  perchance  kill, 
tboae  who  may  wantonly  apply  the  match. 

Notwithstanding  Ihe  committee  have  aaid,  1  shall  not 
have  one  of  the  votea  which  were  given  lo  me  out  of  Ibe 
counly  in  which  the  voter  lived,  yet  they  have  said  that 
Mr.  Newland  tball  have  three  votes  added  to  his  poll 
that  were  given  to  him  at  the  Henderaon  precinct,  in 
Buncombe  counly,  from  three  voters  living  in  Yancey 
county.  Is  thii  evcnhanded  juaticel  Is  Ihis  weighing 
out  impartial  justice  in  golden  scales'  No,  air.  It  is  Ihe 
game  of  "heads,  he  wins — tails,  I  lose."  A  good  rule 
ought  lowork  both  way;. 

The  committee  have  done  me  and  my  constlluenls,  in 
another  respect,  great  injustice.  They  have  said  that 
Mr.  Newland  shall,  at  the  Franklin  precinct,  in  Macon 
county,  retain  five  votes  that  are  eipreaaly  proven  to  be 
taken,  not  from  the  Cungresa  box,  but  from  Ihe  Com- 
mons box.  Mr.  Robert  Hall  eilabli&hea  thia  fact;  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Killian  also  swears  that  ••all  the  tickets  taken 
from  the  Ccmmona  box,  for  the  candidates  for  Con- 
gress, were  given  for  Newland,"  and  there  were  five  or 
six.  They  wtTC  all  counted  for  Newland  in  the  con- 
greaaional election.  The  return  of  the  officera  of  that 
election  conRrmc  the  evidence  ol  iheae  two  reapectable 
wilnesaesi  for  it  shows  only  four  hundred  and  forly-five 
voters'  namea  registered  on  Ihe  poll-book,  and  yet  four 
hundred  and  fifly  voleawere  counled  for  Congreas.  By 
adopting  this  unjust  rule,  you  put  it  in  the  power  of  one 
voter  lo  give  as  many  tickets  as  there  are  different  boxes 
to  one  candidaleg  and  you  supersede  the  neceniiy  of 
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■epRrate  bozei.  In  the  cue  of  ■  conleited  election  In  [hl» 
HouK  in  the  year  1S30,  of  Wuhburn  K^inat  Ripley,  it 
wu  Eipreuly  decided  (b«t  "the  Intention  of  t,  voter  !■ 
(o  be  *ic«rtained  only  rrooi  the  bos  in  which  his  ticket 
itdepoiiled."  The  nwjority  of  the  comniittee  (If  there 
be  any  majority)  have  entirely  misconceived  and  roiS' 
reprcfcnted  the  evidence,  both  of  Hall  and  Killian,  ■■ 
any  gentleman  will  ace  by  reading  their  evidence,  and 
comparing  it  with  the  report.  The  report  makes  Robert 
Hall  swear  what  he  never  nid.  It  repreaenli  him  aa 
■wearing  that  it  wti  the  euitom  to  change  votei  from 
one  box  to  another  and  count  ihem.  Mow,  Mr.  Halt 
states  noiuch  (hingi  hear  hia  own  vorda:  "I  knov  that 
it  baa  been  the  custom  for  men  who  lived  in  the  diatriet 
to  vote  in  whatever  county  in  the  diatriet  where  they 
may  be  at  the  election)"  and  yet,  wonderful  to  tell,  he 
ia  miirepreaented  in  the  report,  page  3,  to  say  as  fol- 
low*: "  Robert  Hall  further  atalea  that  it  ia  customary 
to  correct  luch  miitakes;"  that  is,  to  change  votes  from 
one  box  to  another  and  count  them.  Neither  Hall  nor 
Killian  aaya  there  waa  any  miatake.  I  am  pleased  to  aee 
one  of  tbe  five  members  who  aigned  that  report  rise  in 
bis  place  and  disclaim  and  Jeny  that  he  ever  agreed 
to  ttiia  part  of  Ibe  report)  but  still,  I  regret  to  see  bis 
nuat  unctiuning  a  paper  which  he  saya  himself  he  does 
not  approve  now.  nor  never  did. 

The  committee  aay  they  will  add  Eve  or  six  votei  to 
Newlattd'a  poll,  that  never  were  given,  but  tendered 
and  refuatd  by  the  judgea,  at  Morganlown.  I  cannot  ai- 
sent  to  the  proposition  that  a  vote  ahall  be  counted  that 
never  was  given.  The  intention  to  do  an  act  is  one 
thing,  and  the  actually  doing  of  it  is  another.  I  hold 
that  the  Houae  can  decide  only  upon  the  votes  actually 
given.  I  concede,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  good  voles 
had  been  tendered  and  refused,  after  the  persona  ten- 
dering them  had  offered  to  swear  to  (heir  q  us  I  iR  cations, 
anil  that  they  had  not  before  voted  in  that  election,  than 
that  might  constitute  a  good  ground  to  order  a  new  elec- 
tion, if  the  number  BO  offered  would  have  changed  the 
result.  Independent  of  other  objecliona  to  all  thia  class 
of  persons  aa  legal  voters,  not  one  of  lliem  proposed  to 
■wrsr  lo  hia  quilificatians,  or  that  he  had  not  before 
voted  in  the  election. 

Hearsay  evidence  baa  been  rejected  by  the  committee; 
of  that  kind,  however,  I  have  proven  one  hundred  and 
five  illegal  votes  against  the  petitioner,  and  lie  has  but 
CrtyJ'our  sgainat  me.  Two  of  the  five  members  that 
signed  this  report  have  been  alck  and  unable  one  half 
their  lime  to  attend  the  committee -room.  Another 
member  went  home  during  the  tihrislmas  holidays,  and 
stayed  about  three  weekS)  hence  you  find  bo  many  mis- 
statements and  miBrepresenlatiuna  In  the  report.  My 
deposiiiuns  and  evidence  have  been  flowing  in  from  the 
people  of  my  diatrici,  until  every  man,  without  an  ex- 
ception, who  bsi  read  it,  admits  that  I  am  entirely  and 
Lrgely  ahead. 

1  have  been  surprised  to  hesr  gentlemen  from  all  aides 
of  the  llouae  introduce  the  next  presidential  election  into 
this  debate.  Sir,  my  conBtiluenls  have  ■  clear  right,  not 
only  to  elect  whomsoever  they  please  to  repreaent  them 
on  this  (loop,  but  they  have  the  same  right  to  vole  for 
whom  they  please  for  the  next  Preaident<  they  know 
my  aetlled  and  declared  delerminstion,  in  tbe  event  of 
the.  preaidential  election  cumin^  before  thia  House,  to 
vote  fur  and  support  that  condidaie  who  shall  receive  a 
majority  of  the  votes  in  my  district. 

The  opinions  ofa  mijorily  of  the  people  of  my  dialrict, 
aa  expressed  at  the  polls  in  Novemtier  next,  in  the  choice 
of  eleclora,  will  be  my  letter  of  inslruclions  on  that  great 
queation,  and  I  shall  cheerfully  act  in  obedience  thereto. 

Sir,  Congress  should  be  deprived,  in  any  event,  ofelect- 
ing  a  Prendent)  and  then  you  would  not  see  this  temple 
of  liberty  and  legislation  continually  converted  (o  tlie  il- 


legitimate purpose  of  President-making,  and  usurping 
the  rights  of  the  people.  I  have  entertained  aitd  ex- 
pressed these  views  and  sentiments  at  home  as  well  as 
here.  My  opinions  in  relation  to  thia  question  have 
undergone  no  change.  They  were  the  same  last  sum- 
ler  that  they  are  this  winter.  My  honest  constituenia 
in  neither  be  bou^t  nor  sold  while  tbeir  rights  are  com- 
litted  to  my  keepnig.  I  have  adverted  to  this  subject, 
not  because  I  feel  any  obligation  or  accountability  to  any 
man  or  set  of  men  here:  ail  my  responsibilities  are  lo 
(be  people  at  home. 

'Ir.  Speaker,  if  I  believed  for  one  moment  that  I  was 
fairly  and  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  honorable 
body,  I  would  resign  my  seat  before  the  setting  of  the 
iiin.  I  do  not  desire  a  seat  here  unless  I  obtain  it  as  the 
voluntary  freewill  olTering  of  freemen.  I  waa  bum  free 
and  independent,  and,  by  the  permission  oTDivim  Provi- 
dence, I  intend  to  live  and  die  so.  All  the  advanlagea 
of  the  laat  summer's  campaign  were  in  bvm  of  the  peti- 
tioner, and  against  me.  He  had  a  very  extensive,  numer- 
ous, and  wealthy  connexion  in  the  district.  His  bther, 
brothers,  and  cousins  pervaded  and  intersected  every 
cove  and  neighborhood  in  that  widely  extended  district, 
to.  favor  the  wishes  of  the  petitioner.  I  stood  alone, 
withottt  a  relation  in  the  diatrict—no,  not  one.  But  the 
bone  and  ainew,  the  nerve  and  muscle  of  the  country — 
yes,  air,  the  workingmen,  the  farmerB,  and  tax-payer^ 
auBtsined  me,  and  I  waa  elected  by  the  people.  After 
the  aecrelaof  the  ballot-box  were  unfolded  aiul  told,  and 
proclamation  duly  rosde,  I  hoped,  and  fondly  hoped,  that 
i  should  And  some  rear,  and  tnat  the  voice  of  the  people 
would  have  been  acquleaced  in  and  aubmitted  to  without 
a  murmur.  But,  not  so.  I  have  since  been  pursued  in 
the  most  uneiampleil  and  untiring  manner.  Through 
these  embarraasinR  trials  I  have  had  no  asaiatance  in  the 
management  of  thia  case.  The  petitioner  employed  an 
able  federal  lawyer  of  this  city  to  prepare  and  argue  hia 
cause  before  the  commiltee.  He  made  all  his  ar^ments 
for  him,  and  drew  up  all  the  papers  attached  to  the  re- 

Eort  of  the  committee  signed  by  the  petitioner,  and  has 
een  hia  constant  counsellor  up  to  thia  time. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  exhausted  and  tired  of  thia  con- 
tested election)  you,  sir,  the  House,  and  the  country, 
know  it  is  not  one  of  my  seeking.  Tbe  people  at  home 
know  that  duty  to  myself  and  to  them  imposed  upon  me 
a  moat  unwelcome  participation  in  this  unplesaant  and 
unprofitable  conleEl.  It  is  true,  my  majority  was  amslli 
but  he  who  lives  in  a  small  log  cabin  is  juat  as  much 
bound  to  defend  it  as  though  it  were  a  large  castle.  Hia 
houae  la  his  eaBtle,  without  regard  to  aize<  and  he  who 
will  not  protect  and  endeavor  to  defend  it  is  worse  than 
an  inlidel.  The  people  placed  me  in  this  Houae,  their 
Capitol,  and  commanded  me  to  defend  it  and  keep  out 
intruders.  When  I  aak  the  honor  of  a  leat  on  this  floor, 
I  shall  ask  ii,  not  of  the  members  of  this  House— no,  sir, 
no^but  of  the  people  of  my  district.  It  is  my  deliberate 
conviction  that  I  am  fairly  and  clearly  etectedi  but,  if 
the  House  are  not  disposed  to  look  into  and  hear  Ihe 
evidence  and  decide  upon  the  propositions  submitted  in 
the  reaoluliona  now  on  your  table,  then  send  it  back  to 
the  people  of  the  district,  and  by  their  opinions  I  am 
al  way  a  willing  to  abide. 

When  Mr.  G.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  NswLtBn  obtained  the  flpor,  but  yielded  it  to 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  who  moved  an  adjourn- 
meni)  which  was  agreed  to,  94  to  39. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TOBBD*!,  Mabcb  29. 

JACKSON  CITY. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 

of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  Ihe  Jackson 
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Citj  Aiiociatian  in  the  Diitriet  or  Columbiti  whioh  tm 
reid  (he  Rnt  time- 
Objection    being   made  to  iti   lecond   reading',   the 
BPBAKEBNid  the  question  would  be  on  tbe reception 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FAIRP[ELD  iiid  liiat,  from  rettHrki  whicli  he 
heard  fram  {[enllemen  in  hti  vinnily,  the  nature  of  the 
bill  ma  entirely  oiinppreh ended)  and  he  preaumed  that 
ma  the  cau  with  genllemen  on  the  other  aide  of  the 
Hooie.  It  geemed  to  be  regarded  ai  a  charter  Toraciiy. 
Not,  air,  it  is  Ttrv  far  from  this.  The  fiicts  are  theie, 
A  namber  of  gentlemen,  aome  of  them  reaiding  in  this 
District,  hBTin|{  become  associated  in  (he  purchase  of 
a  large  tract  of  land  on  (he  oilier  side  of  the  Potomac  in 
this  District,  with  the  eipeclalion  that,  from  its  pcculiir 
position  and  other  circumitancea,  not  neceaaary  now  to 
enumerate,  a  commercial  city  will  toon  be  established 
tberei  and  intending  themseWei  to  make  a  beginninff, 
now  ask  for  an  act  of  incorpontron  to  enable  them  to 
manage  this  common  property  with  more  facility  and 
cDHTenience  than  (hey  otherwise  could.  The  powers 
granted  are  lew,  and  no  more  than  are  absolutely  neees- 
»ry  for  thepurposes  of  the  aunciation.  If  the  genlle- 
■nen  auoceed,  as  (hey  now  anticipate,  in  indiioing  gentle- 
men not  now  connected  with  the  association  to  come 
here  and  eatabliab  themselves  in  commercial  pursuit!, 
they  will  by  and  by  ask  us  (o  grant  them  *  city  charter. 
Now  they  ask  for  no  such  Ihingi  but  for  a  few  simple 
corporate  powers.  But,  however  well  or  ill  grounded 
■re  the  ezpeclalions  of  theae  gentlemen,  or  whatever 
may  be  (he  merlta  or  defects  of  (he  bill,  it  is  hoped  that 
tbe  uiuftl  courteay  will  be  extended  toward)  il,  of  per- 
nitting  it  to  pan  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  VTARDWBLL  remarked  that,  in  hia  opinion,  if 
there  ever  was  a  humbujr,  (hia  d  emphatically  one;  and 
he  hoped  (hat  the  Houie  would  at  once  reject  the  bil). 
WIia(  are  the  facta  attending  thia  most  singular  applica- 
tion? Several  gentlemen  have  purchased  a  farm  at  the 
south  end  of  the  long  bridge  over  (he  Potomac,  in  thia 
District.  Their  ostensible  object  is  to  buiH  a  ciiyi  but, 
in  my  opinion,  the  real  object  is  to  make  money  out  of 
it  at  the  expense  of  the  community.  Should  we  incor- 
porate tills  company,-  what  will  be  the  consequencef 
The  lots  will  be  advertiied  in  New  York,  and  the  difTer- 
ent  cities  of  the  Unioni  (hey  will  be  sold  at  a  large 
price;  (he  company  will  pocket  the  money,  and  those 
who  purchase  will  loae  it.  Thia  will  ba  the  reault  of 
this  hnmbug.  He  hoped  the  House  would  reject  the 
bill  at  once,  and  not  ^ve  countenince  (o  a  project  ao 
well  calculated  to  deceive  (he  people. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  had  heard  of  taking  time  by  the  fore- 
locki  but  the  present  motion  looked  Tike  taking  leglala- 
tion  by  the  forelock.  Why  did  not  gentlemen  wait  until 
the  proper  time  fbr  objecting  to"  thia  bill?  The  course 
indicated  On  the  present  occaiion  was,  to  hia  mint],  more 
odious  than  the  previoui  queition,  about  wliich  so  much 
bad  been  said.  He  hoped  (lie  bill  would  be  permitted 
to  take  the  usual  course,  and  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  whsre,  in  the  present  slate  of  the  busi- 
ness, it  would  probably  sleep  fur  the  remainder  of 
the  semon.  The  proposition  to  reject  at  that  stage 
would  give  (o  the  bill  more  importance  (h«n  it  deserved . 
Hr.  S.  asked  for  (he  reading  of  the  bill<  which  was 
sccording-ly  read  in  par(i  when 

Mr,  ALLAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  lo  suapend  the 
further  reading  of  the  same;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  (hat  (his  bill  was  reported 
by  one  of  the  standing  committees  of  this  House)  and  he 
would  aak  whether  it  was  entirely  courteous  lo  the  com- 
mittee to  make  the  summary  disposition  of  the  bill  which 
was  now  proposed.  He  did  not  know  that  he  should 
ultimately  vote  fur  the  bill;  he  wis  at  least  open  (o  eon- 
Ticdon  as  to  i(t  merits  and  demerits)  but  he  did  not  be> 


lleve  that  the  bill  was  on  its  face  so  preposterous,  and 
so  outrageous  in  principle,  as  to  require  the  desperate 
expedient  now  proposed  to  be  adapted  in  reference  to  it. 
Why  not  let  it  go  lhrau|^  the  ordmary  routine  ofleglal*- 
(ion>  It  did  not  propose  to  charter  a  city  before  a  city 
was  erected,  but  to  grant  to  an  association  of  gentlemen 
corporate  powera  to  facilitate  the  effort  lo  build  a  city  on 
the  other  ^de  of  the  Potomac,  which  the  petitioners  told 
us  they  contemplated  doing.  If  the  petitioners  or  pro- 
prielors  realty  intended  to  build,  or  commence  building, 
a  cKy  there,  an  act  of  incorporation  like  the  one  now 
under  consideration  might  be  very  convenient  and  use- 
ful. It  would  st  leut  guard  against  the  inconveniencea 
that  would  result  from  the  death  of  any  one  or  more  of 
the  proprietors,  and  the  probable  minority  of  those  who 
might  succeed  them.  He  was  not,  in  principle,  favora- 
ble to  (he  unnecessary  increase  of  corporadon^  but  thia 
bill  waa  certainly  not  so  flagrantly  objectionable  as  to 
destroy  all  claim  to  that  eourlesy  which  was  extended  to 
most,  if  not  all,  other  bills  that  were  reported  to  this 
Rouse.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  now  10 
reject  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  BOND  said  that  this  was  a  novel  propoaidon. 
When  it  was  attempted  to  grant  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  deal  in  landi^  it  was  time  to  take  (he  alarm.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Inconvenience  to  which  reference  had  been 
made,  about  the  management  of  the  property  of  this 
company,  it  was  the  same  which  was  experienced  by 
every  partnership;  and  he  inquired  whether  there  was  a 
gentleman  preaei^l,  who  had  heard  the  bill  read,  who 
would  vote  lor  il. 

Ur.  PBYTOK  was  sorry  to  witness  (he  uses  which 
were  made  of  (he  name  of  the  President.  He  did  not 
abject  lo  the  political  speculations  which  were  carried 
on  in  bis  name,  but  he  did  object  (o  the  pecuniary  spec- 
ulations which  connected  his  name  with  the  bogs,  and 
swamps,  and  frogs  of  Jackson  City.  This  cily  reminded 
him  of  a  reply  of  a  Georgian  who  had  visited  ■  tract  of 
land  which  he  had  purchased  in  the  western  part  of 
Tennessee,  in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the  production 
of  his  plantation.  He  aaid  that  it  produced  six(y  buahels 
of  frop  to  the  sere,  and  a  sufHcieney  of  alligator*  to 
fence  in  (lie  premises.  The  gentlemen  from  New  York 
were  not  content  wilh  appropriating  to  their  use  the 
military  fame  of  Andrew  Jackson,  but  were  also  dis- 
posed to  connect  it  with  this  bullfrog  speculatior 
""  ■       rpose  of  advancing  th(      ■   ■     ■      . 

He  objected  to  the  u 
for  any  such  purpose. 

Mp.  FAIRFIELD  Slid  lha(  he  rose  to  say  only  a  word 
in  replv.  The  bill  now  presented  had  not  been  draught- 
ed by  iiimielf.  It  was  originally  very  volum'mous,  and 
granted  very  extensive  powers;  but,  on  his  motion  in 
committee,  it  had  been  raieed,  and  no  greater  powen 
retained  than  were  essential  to  enable  Ibe  sasociation  (o 
manage  this  property  with  convenience,  and  progrras 
with  their  design.  When  the  subject  had  first  been 
presented  to  the  commidee,  he  entertained  the  same 
opinion  that  some  other  gentlemen  now  appear  to  enter- 
tain, to  wil,  that  it  was  s  mere  matter  (if  speculation. 
Bui  he  had  since  been  led  to  change  that  opinion.  He 
was  now  satisfied  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  association 
had  other  ohjects;  that  (hey  not  only  intended  to  pro- 
ceed immedialely  in  ihe  erection  of  stores,  wharves,  and 
other  conveniences  for  commercial  operations,  but  that 
they  had  appropriated  Ihesum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
and  held  it  ready  lo  invest  in  thia  enterprise,  as  soon  as 
they  could  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  with  safety.  But  he  said  he  was  not  prepared 
to  go  into  a  discussion  of  (he  merits  of  ihe  bill.  He  liad 
been  instructed  by  Ihe  commidee  to  present  it  only 
about  fifteen  minutes  before  it  waa  presented  to  this 
House.     But  when  Ihe  proper  time  arrived,  he  would 


,A_.OOglC 


OF  DEBATEB  IN  CONGRESS. 


Hiftca  39,  IS36.] 


ContttUti  Ekdion. 


cndMTor  to  ihaw  Ihit  the  cue  had  meriU,  »nd  that  the 
bill  ought  to  para,  not  with  slanding;  the  reowrk*  of  the 
BentleiriBn  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  6obd.]  The  opposition  lo 
this  bill,  in  thi*  alage  of  its  pro^reai,  he  believed  to  be 
entirely  novel,  though  he  had  not  much  eijierience  in 
legialationt  and  he  beiieTed  it  muit  ariie  principally  from 
the  uaocialion  of  the  illuitriouB  name  of  the  Preiident  in 
the  title  of  the  corporation,  judgmg  from  the  quarter  of 
the  House  from  which  the  objections  cime.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tenneaaeo  [Mr.  Pittob]  teemed  disposed 
to  be  merry  upon  the  occasion,  and  had,  moreover, 
manifeited  some  solicitude  lest  the  President's  name 
•hould  lufFer  hyitl  connexion  with  "swamps  and  bogs." 
Sir,  I  wish  the  gentleman  had  always  raanifeited  the 
aame  regard  for  the  Frciident;  but  it  appears  to  me, 
from  the  course  pursued  by  that  gentleman,  and  those 
with  whom  he  is  associated  in  support  of  a  particular 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  that  they  would  not  have 
.  felt  any  great  degree  of  reluctance  at  seeing  the  Presi' 
dent's  name  and  fame  swamped,  politically  and  other- 
wise, St  any  time  during  tlie  past  year  or  two.  He  re- 
peated that  the  course  pursued  by  those  who  objected 
to  the  bill  was  novel,  and  to  him  entirely  unexpected. 
Be  had  not  the  remotest  idea,  on  presenting  it,  that  he 
•hould  be  called  upon  to  say  a  word  in  its  favori  and  be 
now  trusted  that  it  would  be  permitted  to  take  the  usual 
course,  and  at  a  suitable  time  bare  its  merits  fairly  and 
fully  diacuased. 

Hr.  BEBD  said  there  were  three  citiea  in  this  District, 
neither  of  which  could  get  along  wthout  the  aid  of  the 
Qovernment.  He  was  opposea  to  any  act  of  Congresa 
which  would  countenance  thia  speculation.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  locality  and  un&tneaa  of  thia  position  for  a  city. 
He  did  not  wish  to  treat  this  bill  with  any  disrespect;  he 
would  treat  it  with  more  kindness  than  absolutely  reject- 
ing it,  by  moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Hr.  FAIHFIKLD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
reaolutlont  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes  80,  noes  64. 

The  bill  ft*Dm  the  Senate,  fixing  tlie  northern  bounda- 
ry of  Ohio,  was  read  twice)  and 

Mr.  VINTON  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  acting 
on  this  bill  without  committing'  it. 

Hr.  THOMAS  rose  lo  make  some  remark*,  but  the 
apecial  order  wu  called  for. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

At  13  o'clock,  in  pursuance  of  the  special  order  for 
this  daji  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  El  ectiona  on  the  subject  of  the 
Korlh  Carolina  contested  election,  and  the  fallowing  res- 
olution, with  which  the  report  concludes: 

Bttoived,  That  James  Graham  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
in  this  Home,  and  that  David  Newland  is  entitled  to  a 
aeat  in  thia  House. 

The  question  being  on  the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr. 
RaKCBRX,  on  Saturday,  as  a  aubatitute  for  the  above, 

Hr.  NiwitRD  (the  petitioner)  took  the  floor,  and 
•poke  at  some  length  in  support  of  bis  claima  to  the 
■eat,  and  in  reply  to  the  argument  of  the  aitting  member, 
[Mr.  G»Hi>.} 

Hr.  CUSHMAN,  after  some  remarks  on  the  length  of 
time  which  this  subject  had  occupied,  and  the  neceMitv 
of  deciding  it,  in  order  to  proceed  in  the  despatch  of  the 
pubfie  businets,  moved  the  previoui  question. 

Mr.  PETTON  rose  and  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port to  the  Cnmmiitee  of  Elections,  on  the  ground  that 


The  CHAIR  decided  that  tbe'motion  was  not  in  orde 
and  that  the  previous  question  was  applicable  to  the  r 
port  tnd  tbe  rentutioD  with  wbicb  it  concluded. 


From  this  decision  Mr.  PETTON  appealed,  and  pro- 
ceeded toahow  that  there  wai  nothing  before  the  House 
upon  which  the  previous  question  could  be  taken.  The 
report,  he  contended,  was  not  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  and  a  minority  report  had  been  deci- 
ded, by  the  Chair,  not  lo  forio  any  basis  for  the  action  of 
the  House.  He  stated  that  his  honorable  friend  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Hiwuis]  bad  not  given  his  assent, 
to  the  report,  though  hia  signature  to  it  was  obtained), 
and  the  report,  therefore,  was  in  fact  aasented  to  by  only 
four  out  of  the  nine  members  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  explained  that  be  assented  lo  the  ret- 
olutian  with  which  the  report  concluded,  though  he  dif- 
fered Irom  it  in  some  important  points,  which  be  stated. 
Hr.  PEYTON  proceeded  in  his  remarks  for  tome 
time,  when  he  was  interrupted  by 

Hr.  RIPLEY,  who  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  on 
the  ground  that  the  merits  of  tbe  case  were  not  debate- 
able  on  the  appeal. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
see  was  out  of  order. 

Hr.  PEYTON  appealed  from  this  deciaioD,  and  the 
yeas  and  naya  were  ordered  on  the  question. 

Mr,  CLAIBORNE,  of  Hisaissippi,  rose  and  said  that 
he  hoped  the  House  would  excuse  him  from  voting  on 
any  question  arising  out  of  this  conteated  election  from 
North  Carolina.  He  had  been  detained  from  his  aeat 
by  illness  during  the  whole  period  of  the  discua^oni  he 
had  not  read  a  Hne  of  (be  voluminoua  teatimony  that  had 
been  submittedi  he  had  heard  no  argument  in  illualra- 
lion  of  the  merita  of  the  caaei  and  he  could  not,  in  jus- 
tice to  himself^  or  injustice  to  either  of  the  parties  vote 
upon  the  queation.  He  had  no  political  feeling  on  tbe 
subject)  if  be  had,  he  would  stifle  it,  as  unworthy  and 
degrading.  As  a  represenlstive  of  the  people,  be 
wished  to  see  a  fair  and  impartial  judgment  rendered, 
without  regard  to  party.  Not  being  qualified  to  vote 
conscientiously,  he  requested  to  bo  excused. 

The  question  being  then  taken,  "Sballihe  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  aa  the  judgment  of  tbe  House.'"  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmalivei  Yeas  IS4,  nays  68. 

On  motiog  of  Mr.  RIPLEY,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  leave  to  proceed. 

Hr.  PEYTON  proceeded  in  hit  remarfca  for  Mme 
time,  though  he  was  repeatedly  interrupted  with  quea- 

After  varioaa  confused  proceedings  on  questions  of 
order,  tbe  point  raised  by  Hr.  Piitob  was  reduced  to 

The  CHAIRslaled  the  quesUon. 

The  SPEAKER  hiving  decided  that  the  report  and 
reaolutiona  were  before  the  House,  and  that  the  previ- 
ous question  shut  out  any  debate  or  proposition  in  re- 
^rd  to  them,  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  hftv- 
mg  appealed  from  this  decision,  the  question  now  was, 
•'  Shall  the  deaaion  of  the  Chsir  stand  aa  the  judgment 
of  the  House'" 

The  (question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nay^  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yea*  138,  nays  46. 

Hr.  PEYTON  moved  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn; 
at  tbe  aame  lime  remarking  that  he  made  the  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  House  to  come  lo  soma 
conclusion,  by  which  tbi  votes  of  the  House  could  be 
taken  on  tbe  several  questions  pending  in  relation  to  (he 
report,  without  anji  further  debate. 

The  (juestion  being  Isken  on  the  motion  In  adjourn,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negititei  Yeas  50,  nays  130. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  csU  of  Iha 
House  I  and  said,  thecalloftheyeuand  nays,  just  li^n, 
showed  loo  many  members  sbsent,  upon  a  question  of 
ao  much  importance,  and  involving  so  high  a  reaponai- 
billty  aa  that  now  depending. 

The  question  baling  been  taken  on  ihii  motion  by 
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reu  and  atyt,  it  wu  decided  in  the  ncc'tire:  Yeu  GO, 
niys  117. 

Hr.  REN'CHEB  moved  to  luipend  the  rute«  in  order 
to  offer  ■  retolution,  decIkrinK  that,  by  general  tgfee- 
inent,  no  further  debate  ihouTd  take  place  on  the  Mlb- 
ject  of  the  report  and  resolution,  and  thit,  (herefbrei 
Die  prerioui  queition  ought  to  be  vitbdrawn.  in  order 
to  enable  the  Hdum  to  proceed  in  taking  the  tcTeral 
queslioni  on  (he  ainendmenla  ofTcred  to  the  reiolution 
of  the  committee. 

The  CHAlRdeeided  that  tbi*  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  RBNCHER  appealed  from  thit  deoiaion,  and, 
thereupon,  uked  the  yeas  and  nay*(  which  were  or- 

Vr.'  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  isked  if  this  question  wai 
debatable. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  wai  not. 

Hr.  PATTON  appealed  from  ibis  deciwon,  and  ukti 
the  veai  and  nays  thereupon)  which  were  ordered. 

The  queition  being  then  Uken,  ■■Shall  the  deciiion 
of  the  Chair  stand'"  it  wai  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Veu  108,  na^B  5G. 

The  queition  then  recurred  upon  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Rawciia,  and  ibe  question,  "Shall  Ibe  decision  of  the 
Chair  standi"  was  decided  In  the  aflirniative:  Yea*  107, 
nays  48. 

Mr.  HILL.IOAN'  moved  to  lay  the  whole  proceedings 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RENCHER  requested  that  the  motion  might  be 
withdrawn.  Me  bad  wlahed  that  a  deciiion  might  be 
had  leparately  upon  the  resolutions  he  bid  oHeredi  but 
as  the  House  clearly  was  not  diipoied  to  take  that  course, 
he  now  only  wished  tbst  the  main  question  might  he 
taken. 
-  Mr.  HILLIOAN  said  his  only  desire  was  that  time 
night  be  had  for  the  House  to  come  tosomeunderatind- 
ingupon  the  tubject;  but  *$  the  friends  of  the  sitting 
memberdid  not  desire  it,  he  would  withd  raw  the  motion. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  &  call  of 
the  House;  whleh  wai  ordered^  and  the  Clerk  proceeded 
to  call  the  House. 

The  call  of  the  names  having  been  made,  the  donrs 
were  closed,  and  absentees  Mlled  upon  for  excuses;  but 
soon  alter,  on  motion  of  Ur.  WILLIAMS,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  proceedings  were  suspended,  190  members 
having  answered  to  their  names. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  demsnd  for  the 
previous  question)  which,  having  been  seconded  by  the 
House,  was  ordered  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  113,  nays  87. 

TheHouseadopted  the  li  rat  branch  of  the  resolution — 
yeasll4,  nays  87;  and  rejected  the  second  branch — yeat 
99,  nays  100)  and  then  piued  »  resolution  referring  the 
election  back  to  the  people. 

The  House  then  idjourned. 

The  following  proceeding*,  embracing  the  votes  upon 
the  different  points  of  order  which  arose  in  the  above 
sketch  of  the  debate,  are  copied  from  the  journal  of  the 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  memorial  of  David 
Newland,  contesting  the  election  of  James  Graham,  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendments  moved  by 
Mr.  Rencher  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Comniiltee 
of  Elections,  and  set  forth  on  the  journal  of  the  26th  Inst, 

And,  after  further  debate,  Ihe  previous  question  was 
moved  by  Hr.  Ccsfikih,  when 

Mr.  PivToa-  roie  to  a  point  of  order—"  that  Ihe  pre  - 
vtous  question  could  not  be  moved  upon  resolutions 
purporting  to  be  reported  by  a  committee,  but  which,  in 
fact,  were  never  reported  by  the  committee,  because  a 


majority  never  agreed  thereto,  and  the  report  was  never 
Ruule  in  committet)  and  alio  that  the  document  purport- 
ing to  be  Ibe  report  of  a  majority  of  the  committee  is 
inconustent  and  contradictory  in  its  different  fact^  and 
presents  no  result  oo  which  the  previous  question  can  be, 
citled)  inasmuch  as,  la  the  body  of  thereport,  itleaveiiQ 
the  House  to  decide  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  the 
petitioner  the  votes  found  in  the  Commons  boi)  and  in 
schedule  A,  which  is  annexed  as  a  part  thereof,  it  in- 
cludes the  Mid  votes  among  the  3,726  slated  to  have 
been  given  for  the  petitioner." 

The  Splieib  decided  thst  thereport  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  signed  by  a  majorlly  of  the  committee, 
made  to  (he  House  on  the  34tb  of  February,  was  the 
subject  before  the  House;  that  the  previous  queition 
could  be  moved)  and  that,  if  demanded  by  a  majority  of 
Ihe  House,  the  main  question  would  be  onagreeingto 
the  resolutions  sppended  to  said  report,  and  constituting 
a  part  thereof,  to  wit; 

1.  BeiolBed,  Tb«t  James  Graham  Ii  not  entitled  to  > 
seat  in  thii  House. 

3.  Baohtd,  That  David  Newlind  is  entitled  to  a  «eat 
in  this  House. 

From  this  decision  Ur.  Feitoh  took  an  appeal  to 
the  House,  and  was  debating  the  same,  when 

Mr.  RiPLiT  rose  and  called  him  to  order,  on  Ihe  fat' 
lowing  ^undsj  "  That  the  majorily  of  the  committee^ 
having  signed  the  report,  notwithstanding  the  member 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Peyton]  alleged  that  General  Uiw-' 
kins,  from  North  Carolina,  had  not  agreed  toil)  which 
allegation  is  dlppraved  by  Ibe  slstemenl  a(  General  Haw- 
kins, who  explicitly  declires  that  he  did  sign  it,  and. 
sgreed  to  Ihe  resolutions,  alihough  he  dlsKnted  in  re- 
lation to  the  five  voles  put  into  the  Commons  boxi  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  on  an  appeal  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  on  a  point  oforder,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fron  Tennessee  has  no  right  to  go  into  the  facts  of 
the  ease  involved  in  the  report,  sRer  the  motion  for  the^ 
previous  queslion." 

The  SpiAEia  decided  thai,  an  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  on  the  point  of  order,  pending  a 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  it  was  not  in  order  to 
go  into  the  facts  of  the  case  involved  in  the  report. 

From  Ibis  decision  Hr.  Pettoh  took  another  appeal 
to  Ihe  House,  and  the  question  was  put.  Shall  the  de-, 
ctsion  of  the, Chair  on  the  point  of  order  raised  by  Mr- 
Ripley  stand  as  Ibe  judgment  of  the  Houte  and  passed 
in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  134,  nays:  68. 

YuB— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Deale, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Burn),  Bynum,  Cambreteng,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chancy,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffer,  Coles,. 
Connor,  Craig  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doiibledsy, 
Uromgoolet  Efner,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Farlln,  French, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Gilbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Grani- 
land,  Grayson,  Haley,  Hamer,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,. 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Ilubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Jabci  Jsckson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore.  Kinnird,  Klingensmith.  Lane,  Lsrsing,  G. 
Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
I.yon,  Job  Minn, Manning, Martin,  W.  Msson,  H.  Uaion,. 
S.  Mason,  lIcKay,  McKeon,  McRim,  McLene,  Huntgom- 
ery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks, 
Palteraon,  Patlun,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Petligrew, 
Phelps,  Finckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Uoane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  8ick- 
lei,  Smilli,  Spangler,  Speight,  Steele,  Taylor,  Tliomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wageiier, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks-124. 

Navs— Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Bell,  Bond,  Brigf^K,  U'lnch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  CaU 
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houn.  Carter,  O.  nbunberi,  J.  Chamhen,  Childi,  N. 
H.  CUiborne,  Clark,  Curwin,  Crane,  Oushing,  Darlinp- 
ton,  Deberiy,  Denny,  Evani,  P.  C-  Fuller,  R.  Garland, 
Granger,  Oravei,  Grennelt,  Griffin,  H.  Uall,  Hiril, 
Hirdin,  Harlan,  Ejiieltinr',  Hoar,  Howelt,  Ingersoll, 
Jane*,  H-  Jahmon,  Lawler,  Livrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea, 
Lcm,  Lincoln,  Lore,  Haury,  McComa!i,  McKennan, 
Ibreer,  Uillif(>n,  Morrii,  Peytnn,  Reed,  Kencher,  Rob' 
ertaon,  Riiuell,  AuKuitine  H.  Sheppard,  Slade,  Stand- 
«fer,  Slorer,  Wadily  Ihompion,  Underwood,  Vinlon, 
L-  Witllanu,  S.  Williami,  Wiic — G3. 

Ur.  PatToa  rcauned,  aivd  nai  addreninit  Iha  Houie 
on  Ibe  appeal  rrom  the  dec'iMan  of  the  Chair  on  the 
^uailion  of  order,  ralaed  by  himwlf,  when 

Mr.  Taoifia  rue  and  called  him  to  order,  on  tlie 
ground  "  that  there  ii  no  queitkin  before  the  House 
which  ia  debatable,  the  previoua  queatiun  having;  been 
called  for,  which  ia  not  debiUblei  Ihal  it  ianot  in  order 
for  any  member  to  enter  inlo  debate  on  a  quealion  of 
fikct,  about  which  the  Speaker  and  a  member  may  dis' 

Tbe  SfuitR  decided  tbat,  u  lbs  previoua  queit'ion 
had  been  moved,  and  aa,  by  the  nilei  of  the  Hd~" 


previouiqueation  there  shall  be  no  debate,"  that  debate  on 
Uiepointaforder,ifol>|ectedto,  could  not  be  entertained, 
at,  if  pertDiited,  the  operation  of  the  rule*  of  the  Houae, 
which  precluded  debate  on  the  previoua  cjueition,  would 
be  defeatedi  and  that,  consequently,  no  member  could 
enter  into  debate  on  a  queation  of  fact,  as  aet  forth  in  the 
point  raiaed  by  Mr.  Thomaa. 

Thequeatiunwai  then  put.  Shall  the  deciaion  of  the 
Chair,  onthe  question  of  order  first  raised  by  Mr.  Peyton, 
■land  ai  (he  judgment  of  the  Houae.'  and  paned  in  the 
affirmative:  Veas  138,  nays  47; 

— MeMTS.  Adama,  Anthony,  Aah,  ~ 


Caaey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee, 
Coica,  Connor,  Craiff,  Cramer,  Cuahinfr,  Cushman, 
Davia,  Dnubleday,  Droomt^oole,  Efner,  Evans,  Fair- 
'  field,  Farlin,  French,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  Jamei  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantlind,  Gray- 
son. Orennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Halt,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannecan,  S.  8.  Harrison,  A,  G.  Harriaon,  Hawea,  Haw- 
kins, Haynea,  Henderaon,  Hoar,  Hoi  tey,  Hopklna,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jar- 
vis,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones, 
B.  Jonei^  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lanung,  Livler,  Lawrence,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  J.  Huin,  Han- 
ninir,  Martin,  J.  V.  Mason,  W.  Maaon,  H .  Mawjn,  McKay, 
McKennan,  HeKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Hontffomery, 
Morgan,  Marria,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker, 
Parks,  Patleiron,  Paiton,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J-  Pearce,  Peiii- 
rrew,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rip- 
My,  Roene,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sicklea, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Speight,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  'rhomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  8.   Williams— 138. 

Naii— Heaars.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Saitey,  Bond, 
Bunch,  J.  C^alhooD,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
G.  Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Childa,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  I>arlinglon,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Everett,  Forester,  Granger,  Graves,  Griffin,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Hazelline,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  L.  Lea,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  Mercer,  Mitligan, 
Peyton,  Kussell,  Stade,  Standefer,  Btorer,  W.  Tbompton, 
Underwood,  White,  L.  Williams,  Wi»e— *7. 

A    motion   wai  then  made  by  Mr  ParroH,  that   the 
House   do  adjourn;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  SO,  nafs  130: 
Vol.  XII.— 169 


[H.  ot  R. 

YaAi— Messrs.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Ashfcy,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  J.  Cilhoon,  Campbell,  Carter,  G.  Chambers, 
J.  Chambera,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Forester,  P.  C-  Fuller, 
Granger,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  How- 
ell, Ingersoll,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Maury,  UcComas, 
HcKennao,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morris,  Peyton,  Kencber, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Rusiell,  Spangler,  Btandefer,  Storar, 
W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinlon,  Lewis  Williams, 
Wise— 30. 

Nais — Hessra.  Adams,  Anthony,  Aah,  Barton,  Besle, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boutdin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brings,  Brown,  Bucbanan,  Burna,  B/num,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Cole*,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, CushtDan,  Davia,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J- 
Garland,  B.  GarUnd,  Oillet,  Gnntlaiid,  Haley,  J.  HaH, 
H.  Hall,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrisan, 
Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynei,  Henderson,  Uolaey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntaman,  logham,  J. 
Jackson,  Junes,  Jarvis,  J.  Johoaon,  R.  H.  Johnson,  C. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
Klingensroilh,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee. 
J.Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  L(^n,  Love,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  J.  Mann,  Manning,  Martin,  J.  V.  Uaaon,  W.  Haaon, 
H.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  HcLeiie,  Mootgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parl^ 
Patterson,  Paiton,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 


Taliaferro,  Thomas,  John  Thomaan,  Towni.  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster. 
Weeks,  Whittlesey,   S.  Williams— 130. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chahbibi,  of  Ken- 
tucky, that  there  be  a  call  of  tbe  House;  and  tlte  quea- 
tion being  put,  it  waa  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeaa  60, 

Yiis— UeMTs.  Adimi,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Ashley,  Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  De- 
berry, Denny,  Evans,  Forester,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Rice 
Garland,  Gnnger,  Graves,  Grennell,  Kannegan,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Howell,  Janes,  LiiWler,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Ljon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McKay, 
McKennan,  Hereer,  Hilligan,  Morris,  Patton,  Pettigrew, 
Peyton,  Reed,  Bencher,  Robertson,  Runsell,  Augustine 
H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Talia&rro, 
Wad dy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Lewis  Willisnu, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 60. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beak, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brigga, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbing,  CuahRian,  Davis, 
Dromgoole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farrin,  French,  William 
K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet.  Grantland, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Samuel 
8.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Uarnaon,  Hawea,  Hawking, 
Haynea,  Uazeltine,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Hriaey,  Hopkins ' 
Howard,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack- 
■on,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas.  Job  Mann,  Manning,  Martin, 
William  Muon,  Hosea  Maion,  McComaa,  HcKeon, 
HcLene,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Parlu,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Rey- 
nolds, Kplcy,  Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Thontts,  John  Thomton,  Towns,  Tut- 
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rill,  Vinderpoel,  Wageoer,  Ward,  Wwdwell,  Week", 
Whhtle»e¥— lir. 

A  moiion  wu  made  by  Hr.  RtBCHmi,  th>t  the 
rule*  of  tbe  Huuie  be  Hi^ended,  lo  entdile  him  to  sub- 
mit 1  reaoliitiun,  touching  Ihe  lubject  nutter  of  the  tkid 
contested  election. 

The  SriAEiB  decided  tbxt,  pending  the  motion  for 
the  prcTloui  quution,  it  wu  not  in  order. 

From  this  decision  of  the  Speaker,'  Mr.  Rkhcbsb 
took  an  appeil  to  Ihe  House,  and  staled  h is  point  of 
order  in  wriling,  as  follows;  "That  pending  a  call  Tor 
the  previous  quoMlon,  it  is  in  order  to  move  lo  suspend 
the  rules  of  the  House,  for  tbe  purpose  of  oHering  lucfa 
a  reaolution  a*  the  follewing,  lo  wit; 

"  Buotvtd,  That,  b;  general  agreement,  there  shall 
be  no  fuKher  debate  upon  the  resoluliona  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  tbe  reaoUilions  proposed  thereto,  in  the  form 
of  an  acnendment. 

"Betohtd,  tJurtJitrt,  Thai  the  call  for  the  previoHS 
queation  ought  to  be  wiibdrawni  and  that  tbe  House 
proceed  to  vote  on  each  resolution  contained  in  the 
amendment,  and  that  it  be  done  without  debate." 

Tbe  SruKiK  decided  that  if,  by  "general  agree- 
ment,"  tbe  motion  was  entertained,  no  queatlon  of  order 
Dould  arise;  but  objection  being  made,  it  waa  not  in 
order  to  entertain  Ihe  motion  at  this  state  of  the  proceed- 
ing, and  whilst  the  motion  for  the  previous  question  was 

Hr.  PxTTOH  rose  to  debate  this  appeal. 

The  SriiKia  decided  that  it  waa  not  in   ordei 
debate  the  aud  appeal,  the  prcvjoui  question  having 
been  moved. 

From  this  decision  Hr.  Pitto>  took  an  appeal  to 
the  House;  and  the  question  was  put  on  this  appeal, 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Cbsir  iland  as  the  .judgment 
of  the  Houae?"  and  passed  in  the  affirmalivei  Yeaa  '"" 


nayi 


5B: 


Tiis — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Boekee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bums,  Bfnum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chancy,  Cbapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  (joles,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Doublcdsy,  Dromgoole, 
Bfner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  Witliam  K.  Fuller, 
Galbnith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Grayson, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamcr,  Hannegan,  Banuet  9.  Harrison, 
Albert  G.  Hafrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Huntington,  HunUraan,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Richird  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Jobnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingcnsmilb, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  LoyalJ,  Lucas, 
Job  Uann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
"Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  klcKeon,  McKim,  HcLene, 
Hontgiimery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pesrce, 
Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynold*,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sliinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Speight,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Towns,  Tur- 
rill,  Wegener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks— lOB. 

NtTs— Messrs.  Chilton  AUsn,  Hcman  Allen,  Bell, 
Band,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Csl- 
houn,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Nalhsntel  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwtn,  Crane,  Cushing,  Denny, 
Rvans,  Foreater,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Bice  Garland,  Graves, 
Greniiell,  GnRiii,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hazeltine,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Janes,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Samson  Hason,  Usury,  HcComas,  McKen- 
nan,  Morris,  Patlon,  Peltigrew,  Reed,  Keneher,  Robert- 
son, Rusaell,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Blade,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Whillleaey,  Lewis  Williams,  Slierrod 
Williams,  Wise— 58. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  appeal  moved  hy 
Hr.  Rencher,  and  being  put.  Shall  the  decision  of  tlie 


Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House*  it  passed  in  ' 
the  afHrmstive:  Yeas  fOT,  nays  49: 

YiiB  — Messrs.  Adami,  Anthony,  Ash,  llsrlon,  Beale, 
Bean,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bou1<tin,  Hnvee,  Boyd, 
Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambrelenj;,  Carr,  Caiey, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Coffee,  Caks,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Doubledsy,  Dromgoiile,  Bf- 
ner, Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith,  James  Garland,  Gillel,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Samuel  S,  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,- 
Hewes,  Hswkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins, 
Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Inf^ham,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richsrd  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingensmilh,  Lane,  Lansing,  Joshua  Lee, 
Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal),  I^cas,  Job  Mann, 
John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay, 
McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Paitersoo,  Frsuklin  Pierce,  Duitc 
J.  Pearee,  Phelps,  Jotm  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rip- 
ley, Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Snangler,  Speight,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Towns, 
Turrdl,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Weeks— lOT- 
Niis— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bunrh, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Denny,  Kvans,  Forester,  Rice  Garland,  Gran- 
ger, Graves,  Grennell,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Ingersoll,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson 
Mason,  Haury,  McCarly,  McComas,  McKennan,  Hercer, 
Hilligan,  Morris,  Palton,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Standefer,  Storer,  Taliafer- 
ro, Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Lewis  Williams, 
Wise— 49. 

A  call  of  the  House  waa  then  ordered,  on  notion  of 
Mr,  WiiujkHS,  of  North  Carolina. 

Aherthe  roll  had  been  called,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chil- 
TOK  Aliin,  further  proceedings  under  the  call  were 
dispensed  with. 

And  it  was  then  ascertained  that  Ihe  previous  ques- 
tion, which  hsd  been  moved  by  Mr.  Cushman,  waa  de- 
manded by  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

The  said  previous  question  was  Ihen  pal,  viz:  Shall 
the  nujn  question  be  now  put? 

And  psased  In  the  affirmative:  Yeas  111,  nays  88: 
Yiis — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bums, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Caaey,  Chaney,  Chapin, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
man. Davis,  Doubledsy,  Dromgoole,  EFnrr,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  French,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbrailh,  Gillel, 
Grantland,  Hale}-,  Joseph  HaU,  llamer,  Hannegan,  Sam- 
uel S.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawe»,  Hajnes, 
Henderson,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Huntsman,  Ingliam,  Jabrz  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jo- 
seph Johnaun,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingen- 
amith,  Lsne,  Lansing,  GWIeon  Lee,  Joshua  l.f  c,  Thoraaa 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Job  Mann,  Btan- 
ning,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Mnntgomery,  Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  l-arks,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearcc,  Phelps,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Keynolda,  Ripley,  Roane,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Thorns^ 
John  Thomson,  Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks- 111- 

Nais— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Hcman  Allen, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Csmpbell, 
Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chamber*,  Chapman, 
Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Uirlinglon,  Deberry,  Denny,  Brans,  Everett, 
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FoKiter,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Rice  GtrkniJ,  Grsnf^r, 
GraTd,  Gnyson,  Grcnnell,  Griffin,  Hiiand  Hall,  Hard, 
HiriJin,  HarUn,  Hawkini,  HizelCine,  Ilolr,  Kowell, 
Ingenall,  J*nei,  Henry  Jotinaon,  Liwtcr,  Lawrence, 
L»y,  Luke  l^e»,  Lewi»,  Lincoln,  Lore,  Lyon,  Sunaon 
Huon,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComaa,  McKay,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  HilliEui,  Uorrii,  Palton,  Petligrew,  Pejrlon, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Robertion,  Rop:n,  Ruuell,  Auguatine 
H.  aheppenl,  Slade,  Spangler,  SUiidefer,  eieele,  Sto- 
ver, Taliaferro,  Waddy  Tbompson,  UndeiWDod,  Vinton, 
Wbite,  Wbitlleiey.  I^wi*  WilliamB,  Sherrod  Williama, 
Wiae— S8. 

The  previoat  quealion  havlnf;  been  Ihul  put  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  ordered  Id 
be  put,  the  amendment  mored  by  Hr.  Rencher  to 
tKe  reaolutiona  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elecligna 
«aa  thereby  put  aade,  and  Ihc  main  queatioa  *aa  tiated, 
lu  wit:  That  the  Houae  do  upree  to  the  rcBoIuliona  re- 
ported by  the  Coounittee  of  Ekctiona,  which  are  as 

!■  Buolved,  That  Jamea  Graham  is  nol  entitled  to  a 
acal  in  this  Houae- 

3.  Saehtd,  That  David  Newland  is  entitled  to  a  seat 
■a  this  House. 

A  diTision  of  the  said  main  question  being  called  for. 

The  queition  was  put,  that  the  Haute  do  agree  to  the 
first  of  the  said  reaolutioni,  viz: 

1.  RttUvtd,  That  Jamea  Graham  is  nut  entitled  to  a 
•eat  in  thia  House. 

And  pisaeil  in  the  affirnMtive;  Yeai  114,  nays  BT*.  aa 

Yaaa — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton.  Bean,  Bockee, 
Boon,  BouWn,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns, 
Bynum,  CMnbreleng,  Can-,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman. 
Cbapin,  Cleveland,  ColTee,  Colea,  Coonor,  Cralp,  Cra- 
■aer,  Curiiman,  Davis,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  French,  William  K.  FuUer,  Galbraith, 
Junes  Garland,  Gillel,  Grantland,  Haley,  Juaeph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegin,  Samuel  8 .  Harriaon,  Albert  G.  Har- 
riton,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynet,  Hendenon,  Holaey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntin^on,  Ingham,  Jabez 
Jackson,  J«rvia,  Joseph  Johnaon,  Richard  H.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jonea,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ken- 
Mn,  Kilgore.  Kinnard,  Klingensmilh,  Lane,  Lanaing, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joabua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
L^all,  Job  Hann,  Manning,  Martin,  John  V.  Mason, 
Wiltiaio  Hsw>n,  Moaea  Maaon,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Parka,  Patterson,  Franklin  Pieree,  Dulee 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps^  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolda, 
Bipley,  Roane,  Scbenck,  Seymour.  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Speight,  Thonuts,  John  Thonuon,  Towns,  Tur- 
ril),  Vanderpoet.  Wagcner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeka— 114. 

NArs — Mesara.  Adama,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Ashley,  Itailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs, 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chllds, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Bice  Garland,  Granger,  G^ave^  Gray- 
son,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hail,  Hard,  Hardin,  Har- 
hn,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingenoli, 
Jancik  Henry  Johnaon,  Lawler.  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason, 
Hanry,  HcComaa,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Hilligan,  Morris, 
Patton,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Pinckney,  Heed,  Bencher, 
Robertaon,  Rogers,  RumcII,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Blade.  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliarerro, 
Waddy  Thompaon,  Underwood,  Vinton,  White,  Whit- 
tleaey,  Lewis  Williama,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 87. 

So  it  was  resolved  thst  James  Graham  is  not  entitled 
to  a  Mat  m  this  HDosr. 


The  question  was  then  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  second  of  the  said  resolutions. 

And  passed  in  the  negative:  Yeas  99,  naya  100: 

Yua — Heasra.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bymitn, 
Cambrelenr,  Carr,  Caaey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Cleveland, 
Coflee,  Cclei,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbmsn,  Davis,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Bfner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  French, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Jamea  Garland,  Gillet, 
Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall.  Hamer,  Albert  G.  Har- 
naon,  Hawea^  Hawkini,  Haynes,  Holaey,  Howard.  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Ingliam,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  John 
ton,  RichardM.  Johnaon,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnat>d,  Klingensmith,Lane,Lanling. 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomaa  Lee,  Leonard,  Logu, 
Job  Mann,  Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  WiUiam  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McKeon,  HcKim,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Psge,  Parker,  Parka,  Pattervon, 
Franklin  Fierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Rosne.  Seymour,  Shlnn, 
Sickles.  Imith,  Speight,  Tbomaa,  Jdhn  ThoiMon, 
Towns,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Weaks-^99. 

NiTB— Heiars.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldm, 
Brigga,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chsmbera, 
Chapman,  Child*,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Con- 
nor, Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Riee 
Oarlsnd,  Granger,  Omvea,  Grsyaon,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harbn,  Samuel 
S.  Harriwn,  Hsieftine,  IJendetwHi,  Hoar,  Hopkina, 
Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingeraoll,  Janea,  Jarvi*,  John  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Love,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Manning,  Samson 
Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  HcComaa,  McKay,  McKennan, 
Mercer  MilHpn,  Morria,  Patton,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Becd,  Rencher,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Russell,  Schenck, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler,  atandefer, 
Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Webster,  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williama,  Wise— 100. 

And  so  it  was  resolved  that  David  Newland  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  thia  Bouse. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pattok,  that  the 
House  come  to  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

BeK^ttd,  That  the  election  held  h>  North  CaroUnt  in 
last  August,  for  a  Representative  of  (be  twelfth  oongres- 
•ional  district  of  that  State  m  the  Honse  of  Reprcsenta- 
'"--  of  the  United  Stat«)^  besetande,  ud  the  seat  of 


Carolina  of  the  fact. 

And  on  the  question,  that  the  Houae  do  agree  to  this 
resolution,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatire. 

WlDHHsiv,  MmcB  30. 
CORRECTION  OF  THE  JOURNAL. 

Some  convention  took  place  between  Messrs.  FEY- 
TON,  BHIGGS,  MERCER,  BELL.  THOMAS,  EVER- 
ETT, SPEIGHT,  and  the  CHAIR,  in  reference  to  alleg< 
ed  inaccuracies  in  the  journal,  and  particularly  in  refer- 
ence to  the  call  to  order  by  Hr.  RirLsi,  of  I-ouiaiana. 

Mr.  PEYTON  C^who  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Ri»- 
L«i  yesterday)  objected  to  the  terms  in  which  the  trana- 
action  was  entered  upon  the  jnurnil.  It  appearing, 
however,  that  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Riflst  was  in 
writing,  that  it  had  been  read  at  the  time,  and  the  point 
of  order  was  decided  under  it,  and  it  being  also  atsted 
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the  coiraent  oTlhe  House  to  enter  upon  thejaurmlk 
prolMl,  or  ezplatufory  italemcnt  on  tbe  nibject 
FAY  TO  MR.  NEWLAND. 

Ur.  HAWKINS,  bj  content  of  the  HouM,  offered  a 
rNohitton  directing  the  Clerk  of  tbe  Houie  lopty  to 
Dtrid  NswUnd,  £«]■,  the  (ull  Kmount  of  pay  ind  mile- 
age whicb  would  be  due  to  him  ua  member  of  the 
Houae,  from  the  day  when  be  preiented  bla  petition  to 
the  391  h  initant,  incluiive. 

Mr.  RENCHER  (uggeited  that  wheii  the  bill  for  tbe 
eompcnntion  of  Uealn.  Uoore  and  Letcher  wa*  taken 
upi  the  Kentlenun  could  more  this  as  an  amendment. 

the  raolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  «a»  ao 
modiSed  aa  to  initruct  the  Committee  of  Elecliona  to  in- 
quire into  tbe  expediency  of  making  Ibe  propoied  al- 

Tbe  reiolution,  ai  amended,  waa  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  WH.  B.SHEPARD,  from  the  Committee  for  tbe 

Dittrict  of  Columbia,  reported  a  resolution  Mttinir  apart 

the  STth  and  38th  of  April  for  thr  canatderation  of  buii- 

nna  relative  to  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CAUBRELRNG  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
■o  aa  to  strike  out  the  S7tb  ind  28th,  and  insert  the  39tb 
and  30th,  viz:  Fridaj'  and  Salurday.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary (he  said)  herearier  to  fpve  more  than  one  day 
week  to  the  considEration  oflhe  public  business.  It 
would,  indeed,  he  ihaughi,  be  necessaiy,  by  tbe  lime 
proposed,  to  suspend  ibe  rules  appropriating  Friday  and 
Saturday  to  privite  businru. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  woulJ  be  an  abandonment  of  decisions  upon 
private  claims.  Many  important  bills  had  been  reported 
which  ought  to  receive  the  action  of  the  Houiei  and  he 
vould  ask,  if  petitioners  with  Just  claims  should  be  com- 
pelled to  come  up  year  after  year,  without  having  their 
rifbti  examined  by  the  House.  There  was  no  neeeiai* 
ly  for  tbe  course  proposed.  If  gentlemen  wished  to 
•peak  upon  the  ippropriition  bills  at  length,  there 
would  be  ample  lime,  wiihoul  intrenching  upon  ihe  lime 
aUolted  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  dSIOGS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  aa  to 
Mt  apart  the  38th  and  39lh  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  CAHIIRELENG  sud  he  bad  no  objection  to  this 
eonrse,  and  withdrew  his  moltun. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  lay  ihe  resolution  on  the  table. 
Ur.  WM.  B.SHEPARD  called  for  the yeuand  nays; 
vhiob  were  refused. 

Tba  motion  to  lay  on  (be  table  was  agreed  to,  by  a 
TOteof70to5i. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITDTION, 
Mr.  DROHGOOLE,  from  the  select  committee  raised 
on  so  much  of  the  President'!  annual  nteasage  on  that 
Mibjecl,  reported  joint  resolutions  proposing  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of 
electing  a  President  and  Vice  Presiclent. 

Mr.  D,  hid  reported  the  resolutions  a)  the  organ  of 
the  committee,  and,  differing  ai  he  did  with  the  msjorily, 
he  should  move,  at  the  proper  time,  a  substitute  for  tbe 
proposition  of  the  eommiitec.  He  would  further  state 
thst  the  committee  bad  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  aub< 
mit  any  argument  to  the  House  on  the  nibject  which 
bad  been  referreil  to  it. 

TTie  joint  resolutions  were  read  twice,  when 

Mr.  DROMGOOLR  moved  that  they  be  referred,  to- 

Mlher   with   bii  subilitute,   to   a  Committee    of  the 

Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  staling  bis  intention  to 

follow  up  that  motion  by  propoiln^  to  make  tbe  subject 


gentleman  todlscuasand  decide  this  question  at  tbe  pref- 
ent  seiHon,  he  ought  not  to  send  it  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  hot  permit  it  to  be 
conildered  in  the  morning  hour  of  etch  day.  'Hie 
varioua  important  bills  which  were  befoie  (hat  eommi^ 
tee  would  probibty  not  afford  an  opportunity  of  discus 
^ng  this  measure  during  the  session.  He  would  not 
mske  the  motion,  but  merely  throw  oat  the  suggettion 
for  the  consideration  of  the  gentlemtn  from  Virginia- 
Mr.  DROHGOOLE  had  made  the  (notion,  which  tral 
usual  and  proper  upon  such  an  important  measure.  It 
was  a  queation  which  peculiarly  belonged  to  that  com- 
mittee. He  had  no  desire  to  get  up  a  ditcuman.  He 
was  in  favor  of  an  amendment  of  tbe  conttiiulion.  The 
bills  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  he 
hoped  would  be  disposed  of  in  time  tosllow  this  subject 
to  be  elsmlnedin  Committee  of  the  Whole.  lie  there- 
fore could  not  vary  hii  motion. 

Mr,  BELL  again  adverted  to  tbe  stale  of  the  busiDeat 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sUte  of  tb« 
Union,  as  a  reason  for  not  sending  theae  resololions  to 
that  committee.  He  would  be  bappy,  if  eireaoittancea 
would  permit,  that  this  subject  should  be  discuaied  In 
committer,  where  alone  it  could  be  fiiUy  and  Freely  d^ 
bated.  There  would,  perhaps,  be  no  advantage  gained 
bydecidingthequntionat  Ihe  present  WHioni  but  some- 
thing would  be  gained  by  its  discussion,  and  bringin|> 
the  subject  before  (he  country,  so  that  they  might  come 
there  at  the  neit  tession  prepared  (o  decide  it.  If  gen- 
tlemen were  not  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  discussion 
now,  he  would  propose  (o  postpone  Ihe  iubjeet  for  two 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  was  not  hostile  to  a  proposition  to 
amend  the  constitution  in  thit  particular.  He  bad  been 
twice  upon  committees  who  bad  brought  Ihe  subjaet 
before  the  HouM;  and  he  would  gladly  co-operale  in  any 
amendment  which  would  remedy  exisiing  evils.  R« 
would  suggeit  to  (he  genllemsn  from  I'ennessee,  [Mr. 
Bell,]  (hat  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  this  subject  a 
partial  or  t.nT  thing  like  a  thorough  ezaminabon  durir^ 
the  morning  hour,  nearly  (he  whole  of  whieb  was  devo- 
ted to  receiving  reports  from  ilanding  eooimitiees.  If 
(be  propotidon  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  pre- 
vailed, Ihe  resolutions  woald  sleep  out  the  aesnon  on  the 
Speaker's  table.  He  waa  in  favor  of  marching  up  and 
deciding  the  question,  and  that  soma  early  day  would 
he  fixed  for  its  consideration  in  Committee  of  Ibe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Onion. 

Nr.  BELL  reminded  the  gentlemtn  from  North  Cir> 
olina  [Mr.  SraiBKT^  that  (here  were  two  hours  in  die 
morning,  instead  of  one,  which  might  be  devoted  to  tbia 
resolution.  Besides,  be  eould  see  no  nrceisity  for  * 
protracted  discussion  on  this  subject.  It  had  been  ten 
yesrs  before  the  people,  and  been  much  discussed  in 
Congreis  and  by  the  public  preai. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  (here  was  but  one  hour  in  Ihe 
morningfortheconiideralionorreporti  from  committee*. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  postponement  as  propose^ 
and  when  it  came  up,  it  could  go  to  the  ComiiJttee  of 
(he  Whole.  He  waa  prepared  at  that  moment  to  decide 
upon  (his  queation-  He  was  in  bvor  of  electing  the 
President  &r  one  term,  and  of  providing  against  th« 
possifailily  of  an  eleedon  by  the  Home  of  Representa- 
tives. He  would  (avor  a  pnmsion  for  one  term  of  seven 
years,  or  even  four  ytara.  He  preferred  seven,  but 
would  uke  six,  five,  or  four  years  as  the  term  whicb  tbe 
Presidenl  should  serve.  He  wu  in  favor  of  enierir^ 
upon  Ihi*  Investigation  as  early  aa  possible. 

Mr.  HAWES  wa*  in  lavor  of  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution  on  this  subject)  but  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  momingboiir  should  be  Uken  up  in  its  discus- 
sion. He  had  offered  a  resolution  on  (be  subject  of  the 
West  Point  Academy,  which  he  deemed  ofmucb  im- 
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ponuM^  tnd  be  eoald  not  TOte  to  give  >  prccedenoe  to 
other  nutten,  while  hii  raolution  renuined  unicted  on. 
He  wonid  vote  to  ooiwider  the  pment  subject  ftt  an  euly 
iaj\  but  eould  not  coiuent  to  b«Te  it  taken  up  duria^ 
the  nominK  hour. 

After  MOie  coBreimtJon  between  Henn.  DROU- 
GOOLB,  BELL,  and  tbe  CHAIR,  u  to  the  poiitlon  of 
Ibe  reaolutioni  during  the  morning  hour,  if  they  ihoald 
not  be  committed,  the  motion  to  poitpone  vat  negaliTcd 
wtlboul  ■  eounl,  >»d  the  whole  lubjeet  was  committed 
to  B  Commtttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  »t*te  of  tbe  Union, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  further  moved  that  Ihe  tubject 
b«  nade  the  ipecial  order  for  the  fini  Tueadiy  in  Hay. 
There  teemed  to  be  a  diipotition  (tiid  Hr.  D.)  to  econ- 
wniie  time,  and  he  hoped  that  the  important  measures 
to  which  reference  had  been  made  would  be  diapoied 
of  befofe  the  day  he  had  named,  and  that  an  opportunity 
WDuld  yet  be  atTorded  during  the  present  sesaiun  for  a 
fail.  fre«,  and  untrammelled  diicutiion  of  the  tubject 
whioh  he  had  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CAHBRELBNG  deairrd  to  throw  no  obitacle  in 
the  way  of  the  tubject  betone  the  House,  but  it  was 
true,  at  had  been  remarked  bylhe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
aessee,  thai  there  were  other  important  meMurvi  besides 
Ihe  appropriation  bills  which  the  House  might  feel  di* 
poted  to  act  upon  during  the  tetnon,  in  preference  to 
thiaeonrtitutioiwl  amendment;  and  he  hoped  they  would 
nake  no  other  tpecial  orders  until  the  one  in  reference 
te  tba  appropriation  bills  wst  determined. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  waa  a  member  of  Ihe  aelect  committee 
who  reported  this  prnpoiitton  to  the  Moose.  He  thought 
M  ought  to  Uke  precedence  of  alt  other  butiness.  In 
Ihit  matter  they  acted  in  the  character  of  a  convention. 
They  propoaed  to  make  amendments  to  the  conttltational 
eompaett  and  in  a  hurinest  connected  with  the  social  re- 
lations of  the  community,  precedence  should  be  given 
over  Ihe  ordinary  acts  of  legislation. 

The  eooniiy  bad  demanded  that  some  change  should 
be  made  in  refcrence  to  the  re-eligibility,  length  of  term, 
and  patronage,  of  the  Chief  Executive.  He  trusted  it 
would  be  diseuited,  and  properly  diipoeed  of.  It  wai 
due  to  tbe  people  that  this  should  be  done,  and  it  should 
Mot  be  made  to  give  place  to  an  ordinary  matter  of  mere 
Mlart  and  cents.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  motion  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Daoxsooxi]  would 

"Mr.  VINTON  waa  opposed  to  making  this  subject  a 
special  order.  Nothtngcould  be  gained  by  such  acoune. 
If  the  majority  of  the  House  wai  disposed  to  act  on  Ihe 
resolutions,  it  was  in  their  power,  at  all  times,  under  the 
miss,  to  n  into  Committee  on  the  slate  of  tbe  Union, 
and  coula  there  Iske  up  such  measures  as  were  deemed 
proper^  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say,  at  that  time, 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  take  up  a  particular  subject 
on  the  second  Monday  in  May.  He  adverted  to  the 
time  which  was  wasted  in  consequence  of  an  existing 
special  order,  and  Ihe  impropriety  of  placing  the  ma- 
jority in  the  hands  of  a  minority,  which  resulted  from 
such  a  course.  He  waa  opposed  lo  any  other  special 
orders.  He  was  willing  to  take  up  this  subject  and  act 
opon  it,  but  he  could  not  vote  for  a  motion  whereby  he 
would  be  trimmelled. 

Mr.  LAWLBR  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  making 
the  subject  the  special  order  for  the  secnnd  Tuesday  in 
April,  initead  of  Ihe  Rrat  Tueaday  in  Hayg  which  was 
negatived  without  •  count. 

Tbe  motion  of  Hr.  Diombooli  waa  also  disagreed  lo 
without  a  cognt. 

HATAL  SBRVICB  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRBLEK6,  the'  House  went 
into  Cotamittce  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union, 


(Mr.  Haxia  in  tbe  chair,)  and.  In  partoanee  of  the 
tpecial  order  of  tbe  36tb  of  January,  took  op  the  bill 
inaking  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  B».(  to 
strikeout  tbe  following  clause:  "For  repair*  and  im- 
prove menta  of  the  Davy  yard  at  Portsmoutfl,  New  Hamp- 
shire, ter.ooo," 

Mr.  J.  GARLAND  rose  and  addreased  the  committee 

Hr.  Chairman:  The  motion  now  under  connderation, 
embracing  simply  the  quealion  whether  the  navy  yard 
at  Poitimouth  ahould  be  discontinued,  or  repaired  and 
improved,  could  af  itself  involve  no  important  question, 
either  of  principle  of  expediencyi  and,  so  br  as  this 
simple  proposition  is  concerned,  the  discussion  might 
long  since  have  been  closedi  but,  instead  of  confining 
the  discussion  to  the  question  really  involved  in  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  there  has  been  connected  with  it,  in 
the  able  and  eloquent  discussions  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Ur.  THoaraoa,]  the  hon- 
orable  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Eviss,]  and  the 
honorabTe  gentleman  from  TenneHee,  [Ut.  BtLi.,]  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  adopting,  at  this  lim^ 
a  system  of  defence  by  forliflcations,  the  increaae  and 
improvement  of  tbe  nsvy,  and  a  reriew,  particularly  by 
the  latter  gentleman,  of  the  course  and  policy  of  tbe 
existing  administration,  a  scope  of  disoustion  crrtunly 
not  legitimately  growing  out  of  the  question  before  the 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  his  in- 
troductory remarks,  contended  that  it  was  proper  that 
the  general  course  and  practice  of  the  Government 
should  be  frequently  and  freely  discnswid  in  this  Bouse, 
in  order  that  the  people  might  be  informedt  and  that. he 
deemed  this  a  proper  and  suitable  occasion  to  discuss  the 
merits  ofthe  present  sdministralion,  as  it  was  probable 
no  occasion  more  suitable  would  offer  during  tbe  present 
aession.  Whenever  a  aubject  ia  presented  to  the  con. 
sideration  of  this  Hoiiae,  involving  a  question  of  coniti- 
tutionsl  power,  or  of  expediency,  I  admit  it  is  legiUmate 
and  proper  to  review  the  course  and  practice  of  the 
Government,  under  each  and  every  administration,  so 
hras  that  course  and  practice  apply  to  the  ani^le  subject 
under  consideration,  but  I  utterly  deny  that  it  is  expe- 
dient or  proper,  upon  a  single  isolated  subject,  to  take 
such  a  range  of  discussion,  embracing  so  many  topics  of 
deep  and  pervading  interestj  for  if  it  be  proper  or  ex- 
pedient to  do  so  In  relation  to  one  subject,  it  is  equally 
*o  In  relation  to  anothert  snd  thus,  upon  ercrr  sulijeet 
which  can  be  propoaed,  there  would  be  an  lllimitablo 
range  of  debate)  and  this  body  would  aaaemble  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  prosecute  discussions  aSiseting 
presidential  elections.  It  must  be  readily  perceived  by 
every  gentleman  preaent,  that  Ibis  mode  of  discusnon 
can  have  no  other  bearing  than  lo  affect  presidential 
elections,  as  it  obviously  ia  intended  to  affect  the  coning 
election,  and  that  the  principal  business  ofthe  body  wiU 
be  to  make  and  unmake  Presidents. 

Hr,  Chairman,  to  the  propriety  of  all  and  every  discus- 
sion having  reference  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  1  utterly  object,  this  is  no  part  ofthe  duty  as- 
signed ut  by  the  constitution.  The  constitution  assigns  to 
Congress  duties  of  purely  a  legislative  character.  It  does 
not  aulhorite  us  to  concern  ounelvea  with  the  presiden- 
tial (leclions,  except  in  cases  wbere  the  people  have 
themselves  blled  to  make  a  choice,  and  it  is  even 
doubted  by  many  whether  thia  contingent  power  ahould 
not  betaken  from  the  House  of  Representatives!  indeed, 
propontions,  time  after  time,  have  been  made,  and 
one  is  now  before  this  House,  for  that  porpose.  There 
is  no  man  here,  I  presume,  whose  experience  hu  not 
Uught  him  that  the  lubjecl  of  a  presidential  election  Ia 
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Ibe  iniat  agiiuing  and  exciting  polHieal  topic  which  Mn 
occupy  the  tttention  of  ibc  people,  or  of  thii  body.  It 
never  faib  to  produce  that  d«^e  or  escitement  which 
put!  into  full  play  the  itrongcit  puilona  of  our  mture, 
and  diKjuklifie*  the  mind  tor  thit  *ober,  T*tion*l,  mnd 
MibeniB  inreili^tion  nec«nary  to  conduct  the  mind 
to  tralh,  uid  the  judgment  to  lound  concloaitHit.  Con- 
l^u  being  charged  by  the  conititution  with  the  impor- 
Mnt  duties  of  legiiiation  for  thii  Kreat  and  gTowing  re- 
public, it  is  all-important  that  harmony  and  good  feeling' 
■hould  preraii  in  iti  deliberation! i  that  it  ahoald  examine, 
with  lound  reflection  and  mature  deliberation,  alt  meaa- 
ur*a  which  come,  under  iti  conaidcralioni  and,  in  tbeir 
adoption,  look  to  the  fundamental  priDOiplea  of  the  con- 
■Htution  for  their  guide,  and  the  power,  happinesa,  and 
proaperity  of  the  people  for  their  ehd.  If,  however,  the 
propriety  of  introducing  the  exciting  aubjeet  into  Ihia 
Houae  to  which  1  hare  referred,  be  eatabliahed,  thia 
•object  will  become  the  polar  Mar  of  all  our  actiona  here, 
without  regard  to  the  effect  of  our  mcasurea  upon  tbe 

Iirinciplea  of  free  garernment,  or  the  wealth,  bappineWt 
Iberty,  and  praaperity  of  the  people.  The  mindi  of 
Hteisbera,  from  the  excitement  alwaya  alleDdinK  dii«u*- 
MOM  af  thia  chincter,  will,  by  their  prejndicct  and 
prepoMeanoni,  become  totally  diaqualified  for  aound  and 
wholcioine  Icgiilationt  for  the  truth  of  which  1  appeal 
lo  the  experience  which  we  have  already  had.  If  tite 
principle  and  example  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneiaee 
be  carried  into  practice,  1  think  the  lionorable  gentle- 
man ought  not  to  complain  of  the  delays  of  this  House. 
I,  for  one,  Mr.  Chairman,  am  determined  to  diicard, 
M  far  ai  I  can,  every  coniideratian  upon  legialalive 
quettiona  of  ■  mere  partiaan  character,  look  lo  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  conMitiilion  as  my  guide, 
and  tbe  good  of  my  country  as  the  end,  in  all  my  actions, 
while  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor.  I  never 
will  consent  to  lower  the  Mandard  of  the  conititution  to 
promote  the  views  or  aecure  the  dominaney  of  any  party. 
The  party  with  which  I  act,  and  which  I  sustain,  muM 
come  up  lo  that  standard  of  conalitulional  construction 
which  I  regard  aa  fundamental,  or  i  muit  part  with  it. 
Entertaining  these  views,  I  should  not  have  deemed  it 
neceuary  to  have  made  a  tingle  remark  upon  Ihc  sub- 
ject now  before  the  House;  but  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
I  have  referred,  particularly  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
ncMee,  h»e  thought  uthcrwiae,  and  have  brought  into 
view  the  whole  subject  of  fortifications,  increase  and 
improTcment  of  the  nary,  and  tbe  course  and  practice 
of  tbe  present  administration,  attempting  to  show  tlut 
the  adminittration  had  departed  from  the  principles  upon 
which  it  came  into  poarer,  and  that  its  practices  are  cor- 
rapt  and  anti-republican.  I  should  not  now,  Mr.  Speaker, 
have  undertaken  to  addrcaa  the  House,  had  not  tbe  hotv- 
orable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  made  such  Avquenl 
allunonato  the  Virginia  delegation  sustaining  the  admin- 
iatralion,  but  shouTd  have  left  tbe  task  to  some  other 
friend  iJthe  administration,  whose  superior  abilities  and 
greater  experience  belter  qualified  him  than  myself  for 
the  task  of  defending  the  principles  and  policy  of  the 
admioislration  which  have  been  assailed,  and  which  I,  in 
the  main,  approve,  and  am  prepared  cordially  to  sustain, 
■a  far  as  my  bumble  abilities  will  permit. 

Tbe  first  question  which  presents  ilaelf  for  considera- 
tion, growing  out  of  the  extensive  range  of  this  debate, 
ia  the  propriety  of  a  system  of  defence  by  fortilicationa 
and  increase  of  tbe  navy.  In  coming  to  a  conclusion 
Dpon  this  question,  it  ^ould  be  borne  in  mind  that,  our 
inatitiitions  being  democratic,  and  easenlially  pacific,  all 
the  wars  in  which  we  may  unhappily  be  engaged  will 
be  principally  of  a  defensive  character:  our  system,  hap- 
pily, ia  totally  inadequate  to  the  succesaful  prosecution 
of  oifeiuive  fbrogn  wan,  while  it  is  entirely  adequate 
for  all  the  purpotet  of  succewfijl  defence.    Large  itand- 


ing  artfiiea,  and  nilmerous  fleets  dway 
are  iiMompatible  with  tbe  genius  of  out 
the  security  of  our  tib«niei|  henee  they  cannot  be  em- 
ployed)  they  are  only  CMential  to  the  proaeeution  of 
oflensive  foreign  war.  The  militia,. composed  of  the 
great  body  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  is  the  only 
safe  relianoe  for  the  defimce  of  the  nation  against  inva- 
sion by  hostile  armies,  compatible  with  the  principles  of 
free  government,  and  should  be  employed  in  the  moat 
effieiegt  aanner  possible,  being  conapoaed  of  the  tame 
tnaterisls,  and  with  the  same  discipline,  would  be  aa  eK- 
cient  as  regular  troopsi  yet,  from  tbe  nature  of  the 
militia  system,  men  odled  out  on  abort  service,  acting 
together  for  the  first  time,  having  scarcely  tbe  first  nii- 
raenta  of  military  diaclpline,  could  not  be  relied  upon  in 
a  regular  field  conflict  with  well-organized,  well>dis- 
oiplined  troopa,  of  which  an  invading  army  would  in  bH 
probability  be  composedi  disaster  and  defeat  would  be 
the  inevitable  reaultt  but,  protected  by  atrong  forlific*- 
tions,  in  which  so  muoh  discipline  and  experianee  would 
not  be  necessary  to  tuecesiful  reMtanee,  Ibey  woald 
make  up  in  reliance  upon  the  security  which  Mich  de- 
fences afl'ord,  what  they  would  lose  by  the  want  «f  di» 
cipline  in  the  field.  Thia  truth  has  been  most  decirively 
tested  by  experience,  [n  the  brilliant  defence  of  New 
Orleans  during  the  late  war,  in  which  the  dtiieiis  at 
Kentucky  and  the  countrymen  of  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  bore  such  a  conspicDou*  part— a 
defence  in  which  about  3,000  men  resisted  and  put  ta 
flight  about  14,000  of  the  flower  of  the  British  army,  be- 
fore whose  victorious  standard  tbe  proud  eagle*  of  Napo- 
leon bimeeir  had  crouched — this  system  waa  well  tested. 
Who  doubts,  if  the  battle  had  been  fought  in  the  open 
field,  that,  from  want  of  discipline,  our  gallant  militia 
would  have  been  defeated,  and  New  Orleans  captured 
and  plundered?  Many  eiamplea  might  be  cited,  meh 
ai  Plattaburg  and  Fort  Briei  but  it  is  unneceaaary  to 
detain  the  committee  with  the  recital.  I  will  here  cit* 
ati  extract  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  ei^ineer%  at 
the  head  of  which  waa  General  Bernard,  made  on  tb« 
35lh  of  February,  during  tbe  late  administnttion,  and 
approved  by  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  a  South- 
ern man,  in  support  of  tbe  system  of  national  defence 
now  proposed.     It  is  aa  fallows: 

"Fortifications  must  elose  all  important  barbort 
against  an  enemy,  and  secure  then  to  our  military  and 
commercial  marinej  3d.  Must  deprive  an  enemy  of  all 
strong  podtions,  where,  protected  by  naval  supericrily, 
he  might  fix  permanent  quartera  in  our  terrilOTy,  main- 
tain himself  during  the  war,  and  keep  the  whole  fron- 
tier in  perpetual  idarmi  3d.  Must  cover  the  great  cities 

Ihe'ocean)  51b. 


the  harbors  and  the  several  inlet*  from  the  tea,  wbicE 
intersect  the  lines  of  communioation,  and  thereby  fur- 
ther M  the  navy  in  protecting  the  navigation  of  the 
country;  and  6th.  Must  protect  the  great  naval  estab- 
lishments." 

■■  The  navy  must  be  provided  with  suilabl*  establish- 
ments for  construction  snd  repair,  atations,  harbors  (rf 
rendezvous^  and  port*  of  refuget  all  secured  by  forti&oai- 
tions,  deferided  by  regular  troops  and  militia,  and  sup* 
plied  with  men  and  matcriala  by  the  lines  of  intercom- 
munioation.  Being  the  only  species  of  ofienaive  force 
compatible  with  our  poiltioal  inatitutioiis,  it  will  then  be 
prepared  to  act  tlie  great  part  which  its  early  achieve- 
ments have  promised,  snd  to  which  lis  high  destiny  will 
lead. 

"If  our  navy  be  inferior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  it  can 

aflWd,  of  course,  unaided  by  fortificationa,  but  a  lieeble 

'  lance— nngte  ahipa  being  »***ilcd  by  wbote  fleetai 
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ir  it  be  eqiul  or  Mipertor,  bavins  nunMroiu  p<nnt«  along 
an  eitcnded  Tronlier  to  protect,  and  being  unable  to  con- 
centrate, bectuK  ignorant  of  the  aelected  point  of  at- 
tackaerery  point  muit  be  aimultaneouily  guardediour 
aeparale  iquadrong  may  thererore  be  captured  in  detail, 
by  the  eoncenlrated  fleet  of  the  attacking  Power.  If  we 
attempt  to  concentrate,  under  an  idea  that  a  favorite  ob- 
ject of  the  enemy  it  foreMen.be  wilt  not  fail  lo  push 
hia  forcea  upon  the  placea  Ihua  left  without  protection. 
Thii  mode  oF  defence  ii  liable  to  the  further  objectiona 
of  being  expoMd  to  faial  di«*«lera,  allhou^h  not  engitced 
with  an  enemy  1  and  of  leaving  tbe  iiaue  of  conflicllol 


upon  (his  mode,  by  adding  temporary  batteries  and  field 
works,  it  would  be  found  that,  besides  bein^  weak  and 
inadequate,  from  their  nature,  the  moat  mitable  pow- 
tions  for  Iheae  works  muit  often  be  neglected,  under  a 
neceasarv  condition  of  the  plan,  that  (he  ships  them- 
aelvca  be  defended;  otherwiae,  Ihey  muit  either  take  no 
part  in  (he  contest,  or  be  destroyed  by  tbe  superior  ad- 

"  We  pau  over  tbe  great  comparative  expense  ot 
such  a  mode  of  defence,  rendered  clearly  apparent  by  a 
lillle  reflection,  wilh  these  brief  re marki,  viz:  That  the 
defensive  eipenditurei  by  this  nystem  will,  in  the  first 
iitatance,  greatly  exceed  tbe  offeniivet  and  that  theae 
defences,  Deing  perishable  in  their  nature,  will  require 
freqnent  renewal  and  repairs. 

■■  The  proper  fortifications  of  ^e  coast  preventing 
the  possibility  of  a  blockade  ao  strict  aa  not  to  offer 
frequent  opportunities  for  our  vessels  to  leave  thn  har- 
bors, the  navy,  no  longer  needed  for  passive  defence, 
will  move  out  upon  its  proper  theatre  of  action,  thou^ 
inferior  to  the  enemy,  witli  confidence;  knowing  that, 
whether  victorioua,  whether  sufTerinp  under  (be  nolence 
of  tempests,  or  whether  endangered  by  the  vicinily  or 
the  pursuit  of  a  auperior  force,  they  can  strike  the  ex- 
tended coast  of  their  country  (avoiding  (he  harbors  and 
the  imi>onant  oudeta  of  the  country,  where  alone  a 
blockading  force  may  be  supposed  to  Le}  at  numerous 
pointa  where  succor  and  protectiun  awsK  them.  Hover- 
,_~  ..».,n.i  >h.  fl.-b.  .-J  »^f  of  blockading  fleetly  and 


aund  the  flanks  and 


fleets,  separated 
weather;  watching  the  movementa  of  convoys,  to  cap. 
lure  straggling  vessels;  breaking  up  or  realrainlng  tbe 
enemy's  commerce  in  distant  seas;  meeting,  by  concert, 
at  distant  paints,  and  falling  in  mass  upon  hia  amaller 
squadrons,  or  upon  his  colonial  possenions,  and  even 
levying  contributions  in  the  unprotected  portti  block- 


history  shows  may  be  acoompIlEbed,  al- 
though contending  sninst  a  nation  whose  marine  baa 
never  been  paralleled  as  to  force  and  tfiiciency,  with  a 
navy  apparently,  as  lo  numbers,  inilgni&cant.  Our  own 
history  shows,  besides,  that  the  reaaon  why  our  infant 
navy  did  not  tccompliab  still  more,  was,  that  the  enemy, 
being  able  to  occupy  unFortifled  harbon,  was  enabled 
to  enforce  a  blockade  so  strict  aa  lo  confine  a  portion 
within  our  waters.  That  this  portion— indeed,  that  all- 
was  not  captured,  is  to  be  attributed  solely  to  a  respect 
(_to  miaplaced  that  it  could  only  have  been  the  fruit  of 
ignorance}  for  tbe  then  eiiaiing  fortificationsi  a  result, 
notwiibatsnding,  amply  compensating  the  nation  for  the 
coit  of  these  works." 

"It  ii  truly  an  axiom  in  mintary  acieitce,  and  one 
fully  illustrated  by  military  history,  that  the  worat  mode 
of  waging  war,  although  Itrictly  defensive,  ia  to  allow 
its  field  of  action  to  be  within  the  borders,  and  that  the 
beat  is  that  which  most  frequently  asniniei  an  ofTenarre 
attitude.    In  our  cate,  war  ran  only  be  excluded  front 


our  territory  by  fortifi  cations;  and  we  can  only  iMUiike 
the  ofTensive  through  our  navy.  The  oonstractloB  of 
the  former  secures  the  means  of  creating,  equipping, 
and  repurlng  the  Ia(ter,  and  leaves  it  unencumbeiyd 
with  duties  which  i(  imperfectly  performs,  to  the  mil 
exercise  of  its  important  and  appropriate  fiinctiona." 

In  the  pnnciplea  of  tbe  above  extract  I  fiilly  ctmcur, 
and  am  confident  it  will  forcibly  strike  the  attention  of 
every  member  in  his  deliberations  upon  this  subject. 
A  syatem  of  defence,  by  fartifieaUona,  has  been  reoom- 
mended  by  almost  every  adminiatraiion  wnce  tbe  fouit- 
dalion  of  the  Government,  and  by  some  most  zeaktinly 
pressed.  General  Waahington,  In  bi*  annukl  mssaage  to 
Congress  of  1790,  made  tbe  following  strong  recom- 
mendation: "  Among  the  moat  inlereating  objects  which 
will  eogage  your  attention,  that  of  providing  (or  tb« 
comnon  defience  will  merit  particular  regard.  To  b« 
prepared  for  war  is  one  of  the  mott  effectual  means  ot 
preaerving  peaoe."  Again:  in  hia  message  of  1791,  ha 
aayi  that,  "in  connexion  with  this,  [arming  the  militia,] 
the  eatabliahment  of  competent  tnagBiines  and  araanals, 
and  the  fortificaUan  of  such  places  as  are  peculiarly  !■»- 

rant  and  vulnerable,  naturally  present  tbcmsclve* 
eonaidcntion.  The  safely  of  the  United  State*, 
under  divine  proleclion,  ought  to  rest  on  (he  baus  of 
systematic  and  solid  arrangement,  exposed  as  little  aa 
pooible  lo  the  hazard  of  fortuitoua  circumstance " 
Again:  in  1793,  General  Washington,  whoae  aolldlud« 
(or  the  safety  and  aecurity  of  liis  country  was  in  conatant 
action,  urged  upon  Congreas  the  neoesiity  of  aduplli^ 
a  complete  system  of  defence,  \n  tbe  following  patriotic 
andencrgeticlermai'ilcannot  recommend  to  your  notice 
meaaures  for  tbe  fulfilment  of  our  duties  lo  tlie  rest  of 
the  world,  without  again  preasin^  upon  you  the  neces- 
sity of  placing  ourselves  in  a  condition  of^  complete  d». 
fence,  and  ofetacting  from  ihem  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties  towards  us.  The  United  States  ought  not  to  In. 
dulge  a  persuasion  thai,  contrary  to  the  order  of  bumaa 
events,  they  wilt  forever  keep  at  a  distance  those  pain- 
ful appeab  to  arms  with  which  the  history  of  every  other 
nation  abounds.  There  it  a  rank  due  to  the  United 
atatea,  among  nations,  which  will  be  withheld,  if  not 
entirely  lost,  by  the  reputation  of  weakncaa.  If  wa 
deure  to  avoid  insuli,  we  must  be  able  to  repel  itg  if  wa 
desire  to  teeiire  peace,  it  must  be  known  that  we  are  at 
all  timet  ready  for  war."  In  the  aeaaiim  following,  a 
commhtee  of  the  House  of  BeprcsenUtives  made  a  re- 

Eort,  recommending  that  our  whole  maritime  eoait, 
vm  Maine  to  Georgis,  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  ac- 
eompanied  wilh  a  ttaiement  from  General  Knox  to  tba 
then  Secreury  of  War,  of  the  number  and  kind*  of 
works  which  would  be  necessary  for  the  dilTerent  porta 
and  harbors.*  T^it  recommendation  embraced  alraoat 
every  point  of  defence  now  recommended)  for,  in  fi«t, 

*  This  report  led  (o  an  act  of  Congreaa  anlhoriiing 
fortifications  lo  be  ereeted  at  the  pointa  dcagnaled,  and 
is  in  these  words: 

■•That  the  following  porta  and  barbora  be  Ibrtified 
under  the  direction  of  the  prcvdent  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  auch  time  or  timea  aa  he  ahall  judge  ne- 
cessary, to  wit:  Portland,  in  the  District  of  Uaine; 
Portsmouth,  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampsture;  Glouocs- 
ler,  Salem,  Uarblehead,  and  Boston,  in  the  State  of 
Uasaachuaettsi  Newport,  in  the  Slate  of  Rbode  Island] 
New  London,  in  the  State  of  Conneeticul;  New  York) 
Pfatladelphia;  Wilmington,  in  tbe  State  of  Delawtret 
Baltimore,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland;  (Annapolia,  by  sup- 
plementary act;)  Norfolk  and  Alexandria,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia;  Cape  Fesr  river  and  Ocraoock  inlet,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina;  Charleaton  and  Gewgetown,  ia 
the  State  of  Smith  Carolina;  and  Savannah  and  St. 
Mary's,  in  tbe  State  of  Georgia." 
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Ihe  recommendation  of  the  pretent  War  Depkrlment  ii 
but  K  reoiul,  with  i  little  more  ener^,  of  the  recom- 
mendBlioni  mide  by  previoui  adtnlniitrMioiu.  Thii 
■jritem  of  defence,  and  the  inci'cue  of  the  navf,  wm 
■omewbit  ib*ndoned  during  the  sdminittraiion  of  Hr. 
JefTenon,  and  the  gunboat  tyiieiD  wbstituted  tor  it. 

Thu  ifateni  wai  found  utterlj  inefficient  during  the 
btewar,  and  tut  been  abandoned.  The  tyetem  of  for- 
tification ma  recoqumenced  and  vigorouiiy  proMcuted 
during  the  adminiat  ration  of  Hr.  U^iaon,  and  haa  been 
■Irongiy  urged  upon  Congrew  erer  since  by  e»ery  luc- 
eeedingadminiatratlan,  and  lo  Congren  belongi  the  fault 
why  we  are  now  in  ao  defencelen  ■  condition.  If  there 
bad  been  proper  defencea by  fortificationi  on  the  Chei. 
•pealce,  poiterity  would  have  been  saved  the  mortifying 
talk  of  reading  the  diigraccrul  capture  of  thi)  dty  du- 
ring the  late  war  by  a  handful  of  Britiah  troopi.  Much 
blood,  much  treaiure,  and  much  deatruction  of  property, 
would  bare  been  nved  tu  Ihe  nation.  The  preient 
Prctident  of  Ihe  United  BUtea  unitei  hia  voice  with  that 
of  Waahinf^on,  Uadiaan,  and  Monroe,  in  reoommending 
the  immediate  codimeneement  and  energetic  prosecution 
of  ft  iyatem  of  fortificationi  for  our  national  de^ncei  by 
it  we  may  in  time  be  aned  the  horrid  calamitie*  of  wan 
of  inTtiion,  auch  aa  were  fell  durini  the  Ule  war,  in  the 
pUl^e,  plunder,  conflagration,  and  de**atation  of  our 
town*  and  vlllagei,  and  the  murder  of  our  cilizeni  in 
cold  blood  by  alirutal  aoldiery.  Sir,  want  of  prepara- 
lion  inTitei  attack)  preparation  frequently  prevent!  it. 
I  am,  Hr.  Chairman,  a  decided  advocate  for  the  adop- 
tion of  tbia  lyiteni  of  national  defence,  and  ihall  vote 
forappropriationa  for  that  object.  In  making  thia  avow- 
al,  however,  I  am  not  to  be  underelood  m  pledging 
nijrMlf  to  vole  for  the  erection  of  fortificationa  at  every 
point  which  may  be  propoaed;  I  deiign  no  auch  thing. 
Bat  I  will  take  up  each  achemr,  and  aacertaln  iti  im. 

Jortanoe  and  neceuity,  and  vote  for  it  or  not,  ai  Ijnay 
BCl*  expedient.  I  aball,  in  (he  first  place,  *otefiirrorti- 
lying  Uioae  pointa  which  are  of  primary  importance  and 
BWt  ezpoaed,  and  to  graduate  the  ayatem  until  all  ne- 
eeaary  and  important  poind  are  provided  for. 

Intimately  and  importantly  connected  with  a  proper 
and  judieioui  lyatcm  of  national  defence,  ia  the  improve- 
ment and  iooreaae  of  the  navy.  To  thia  arm  of  national 
defence  we  muat  look  with  increanng  aolieiludet  for,  aa 
our  power,  commerce,  and  reaourcei  increaae,  to  in- 
creaaea  the  probability  ibat  any  future  foreign  war  in 
which  we  maybe  engaged  will  be  mainly  upon  the  ocean, 
more  particularly  if  our  maritime  frontier  ahall  be  inac- 
ceitible  by  meana  of  its  fortifioaliona.  Our  navy  ia  now 
totally  inadequate  to  our  defence,  comparing  ita  itrenglb 
with  that  of  thoae  foreign  Powera  with  whom  there  ii 
any  probabilly  of  coming  into  collialon.  It  ii  admitted 
on  all  handa  that  our  present  navy  ia  inadequate  to  the 
protection  of  our  extended  and  increaiing  commerce.  If 
thui  inadequate  to  thii  purpoie,  haw  much  more  so  to 
6m  protection  of  our  coaat  againat  the  powerful  navies 
«f  European  Power*,  particularly  France  and  Great  Brit- 
Bin.'  The  importance  of  an  increaae  of  this  arm  of  the 
national  defence  need  only  to  he  mentioned  to  he  ap- 
proved. 

The  neceaaary  connexion  between  these  two  nitema 
is  perspicuously  and  forcibly  enforced  in  Ihe  following 
quotation  from  the  dncnment  before  referred  to:  "The 
navy  must  be  provided  with  suitable  eatablishments  for 
construction  and  repair,  stations,  barbora  of  rendezvoua, 
and  porta  of  refugcf  all  secured  by  fortificalions,  defend- 
ed by  regular  troops  and  militia,  and  guppiied  with  men 
and  materials  by  the  linea  of  intercommunication.  Being 
the  only  species  of  olFeniire  force  compatible  with  our 
politltal  institutions,  it  will  then  be  prepared  to  act  the 
gveat  part  which  its  eariy  achleirementB  have  promised, 
ftnd  to  which  ill  hi^  destiny  will  lead."    Theae  ure 


minialer  the  executive  department  of  this  Government. 

I  therefor 

defence  is,  upon  every  principle  of*  economy  and  tffi- 


I  therefore  readily  conclude  that  the  proposed  system  of 


ciency,  the  beat  which  can  be  adcptedt  not  so  prodigal 
of  human  life  as  contests  in  the  field,  and  most  oompati- 
ble  with  the  genius  and  stability  of  our  free  inititutions. 
This  system  has  been  assimiUled  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Teoneasec,  [Ur.  Bill,}  to  that  of  the 
federal  administration  of  179S,  to  which  the  republicaa 
party  waa  ao  warmly  opposed-  The  parallel  will  not 
hold  good;  Ihe  policy  of  that  administration,  so  strongly 
reprobated,  wa^  that,  under  the  mask  of  a  war  with 
France,  a  standing  army  and  navy,  far  beyond  our  re- 
sources, phyaiealand  pecuniary,  and  dangerous  to  liberty, 
was  sought  to  be  established.  The  proposed  system  b 
not  beyond  our  resources,  peeuniary  or  phyaical,  and  in- 
valves  no  neceaaary  increase  of  the  standing  army,  and 
a  very  gradual  increase  of  the  navv.  The  ayslem  of  de- 
fence by  fortressea  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  efHcient 
and  successful  employment  of  the  militiaj  no  increaae  of 
the  umy  worthy  ofconvderation  is  proposed.  We  have 
before  us  statements  of  the  chief  of  tbe  engineer  depart- 
ment and  the  inspector  general,  proving,  that  ao  tar  ai 
the  system  of  fortifications  ia  concerned,  any  material  in- 
crease of  the  army  will  be  unnecessary.  The  only  rea- 
son which  would  induce  a  small  increase  of  tbe  army 
grows  out  of  the  concentration  of  so  many  hostile  tribes 
of  Indians  on  our  western  frontier,  which,  combined, 
can  bring  into  the  field  twenty  thousand  or  more  wav- 
riora,  and  the  existing  boatililjes  between  Mexico  ftod 
Texas,  requiring  a  strong  farce  on  that  frontier  for  (he 
maintenance  ofoiir  neutrality. 

The  adoption  of  an  efficient  system  of  national  defenctt 
is  of' high  constitutional  obligation.  Common  defence, 
growing  out  of  a  sense  of  common  danger,  arinng  from 
tbe  individual  weakness  of  the  States,  is  one  of  the  main 
pillars  of  the  Union,  the  very  foundation  stone  upon 
which  it  was  erected,  and  constitutes  one  of  (he  molt 
importsnt  duties  of  thia  Government.  The  only  inquiry, 
then,  for  American  statesmen,  is,  whether  there  be  a 
point  en  our  extended  limits  accessible  to  hostile  attack, 
undefendedf  if  there  is,  our  constitutional  obligations  rc< 
quire  that  it  should  be  put  in  a  slate  of  defence;  if  we 
refute,  then  we  have  failed  to  perfbrm  our  constitutional 
duties  and  discharge  our  canstilutiona)  obligaVions.  Is 
this  the  condition  of  the  country?  Upon  almost  every 
point  of  our  extended  maritime  frontier  there  are  many 
important  pointa  entirely  without  defence<  and  but  few, 
if  any,  having  auffident  defences.  This  appalling  fact 
is  admitted  by  almost  every  member  herci  indeed,  is  not 
denied  by  any.  Many  have  felicitated  the  country  on 
its  escape  from  damage  and  disbonor,  by  the  settlement 
of  our  controversy  with  France,  growing  out  of  this  mis- 
erable state  of  our  defences.  Shall  not  then  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past,  and  the  dangers  we  have  escaped,  ad- 
moni^  us  so  to  prepare  for  the  contingencies  of  the  fu. 
ture.'  Shall  we  not  avoid  sucb  great  risks,  by  adopting 
and  executing  an  invulnerable  system  of  defence?  Wia- 
dara  says  we  should.  The  recommendation  to  adopt 
this  system  of  national  defence,  and  make  appropriationi 
forltseiecution.iswbsttbe  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Ur.  THomson]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Bell]  call  a  war  upon  the  Treasury;  as  consliluting 
a  part  of  the  corrupt  practicea  of  this  administration.  1^ 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  war  upon  tbe  Treasury,  it  should 
be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  vigor  until  lis  end  is  ac- 
complished. It  is  such  a  war  as  ought  to  he  waged;  it 
ar  upon  Ibe  I'reasury,  to  do  that  which  constitute* 
of  the  highest  duties  and  strongest  obligations  of  tb« 
'ernment  to  the  nation — to  provide  for  the  common 
defence.  In  acting  uf  on  thia  su eject,  IiluJInot  be  con. 
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Ifolkd  by  ■  mlKrljr  oleublion  of  dolltn  and  oeativ  but 
b;  tha  aeoeMitie*  of  tba  oountryt  >he  ought  to  be  and 
mult  be  defended,  or  we  are  lott  to  tbe  experlenoe  oF 
Ibe  (MM,  B[>d  unfiithful  to  tbe  obligatiam  of  the  Gavern- 
nent  and  our  duty  to  the  country. 

The  navy  yard  at  Purtiraouth,  to  itrike  out  the  appro- 
prialion  for  the  repain  and  improvement  of  whioh  the 
motion  ii  now  under  di>ci]Minn,  waa  etlabliihed  in  1794, 
.with  the  unction  of  General  Waihln^on,  during  hii  ad- 
minitl ration.  Ita  repairs  and  Improvement  have  been 
Ibe  (ubjecll  of  appropriation  by  erery  aucceedinfr  ad- 
minMtnlion,  aad  1  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  why 
it  afaouldnow  be  abandonedr  and  all  the  works  conMruct- 
ed  there  thrown  away  and  lo>t.  It  is  not  quHlioned  bj 
any  one  Ihat  the  harbor  is  laTe,  and  that  (he  depth  of 
water  is  ample  for  ships  of  war  of  Ibe  largest  size. 

This  point  Is  very  important  in  aoolber  point  of  view. 
It  IB  near  Ihe  southern  boundary  of  the  Slate  of  Maine, 
and  its  preservation  important  to  prevent,  in  caae  of  In- 
vasion, thin  State  from  baving  ita  communioationi  with 
Ihe  other  Slates  out  off.  The  StMe  of  Maine,  inilsgeo- 
grapbical  position,  ii  bounded  on  its  southeast  by  tbe 
Atlantic  ocean,  on  its  eail,  north,  and  northwest,  by  Cana- 
da. An  ensmy,  having  command  of  Ihe  ocean,  and  In 
posaeaaion  of  PortanKHitb,  might,  bj  forming  a  miltaiy 
post  on  tbe  Cinada  fhintier  opposite  Porlamoulh,  suc- 
ceeifully  cut  ufT  Maine  fraro  the  other  Slates,  and  reduce 
her  to  suhjeelion.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  preservation 
of  the  navy  yard  and  fortifiMtioas  at  Portsmouth  ia  abso. 
lutcly  necesmry.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  both 
during  the  revolutionary  war  and  the  late  war  we  were 
invaded  from  the  Canada*.  I  holditkeound  prinraple 
■B  our  *;^tem  of  national  defenoe,  that  eveiy  port  and 
•vMybarbor  which  could  give  aeouriiy  to  aboatile  Beet, 
or  MHMtitute  a  post  from  which  «spedilions  into  tbe  in- 
terior might  be  made,  should  be  aeenred  by  ample  and 
iiivutnerable  defcoMa.  We  should  not  permit  war  to 
be  brought  into  Ihe  interior  if  it  can  be  prevented. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Aluw,]  who 
addressed  the  House  several  days  since,  take*  it  for 
granted  that  Ihe  atanding  army  ii  to  be  greatly  increas- 
ed by  adopting  tbe  system  of  defence  propoaed,  and 
chargea  tlie  President  with  inconiisteiiey.  To  sustain 
this  charge,  the  hunorable  gentleman  read  an  extiact 
fram  Ibe  Prendent's  fint  Inaugural  addreaa,  in  these, 
words:  "  Cuniidering  atanding  armies  as  dtngerous  lo 
free  Government*  in  lime  of  peace,  I  shall  not  seek  lo 
enlarge  our  pretent  establishment,  nor  disregard  thst 
salutary  leHon  of  political  eiperience,  which  teaches 
that  Ihe  military  ahould  be  held  subordinate  to  tbe  civil 
power."  Here  the  genllenwn  stopped)  when,  if  he  bad 
merely  read  on,  in  Ihe  same  paragraph  be  would  have 
found  the  President  Ihen  had  in  view  this  very  system  of 
defence,  which  reads  thus: 

"  The  gradual  increase  of  our  navy,  whose  flag  has 
displayed  in  diatint  climes  our  skill  in  navigation  and 
•ur  hne  in  arm*,  tbe  preservation  of  our  forts,  arsenals, 
•nd  dock  yards,  and  the  introduolion  of  progressive  im- 
provement in  tbe  disciplineand  science  of  both  bmnchea 
of  out  militsry  service,  are  so  plainly  prescribed  by  pru- 
dence, that  I  should  be  escused  for  omitting  Ihtir 
laenlion  sooner  than  enlarging  on  the  Importance." 

The  material  objection  of  the  honorable  gentlemtn 
Trom  Tennessee  to  tbiiapproprialion  seem*  to  or  founded 
upon  the  asoumption  that  we  have  already  loo  many  navy 
yarda.  He  aeems  to  think  that  twowould  be  amply  auf- 
licientt  and,  in  proof  of  this,  referi  to  Great  Britain,  the 
greatest  naval  Power  in  Ihe  world,  which,  he  says,  lu* 
but  two  navy  yarda  of  any  importance,  while  the  United 
Statea  baa  seven.  In  thi*  opinion  I  differ  entirely  with 
the  honorable  i^ntleman.  On  a  coast  so  eslenuve  as 
•UTB,  indented  by  so  oiany  bays,  harbori,  and  inlets,  ac- 
CBSMbie  to  a  bottle  fleet,  it  i*  lU-importMit  tM  our  mvy^ 
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charged  with  thedefence  ofBoexleniive  a  coast,  ahould. 
at  every  convenient  point,  have  a  place  of  refuge,  in  case 
ofdiitreis  and  pursuit  by  a  superior  fleet,  andof  ooursa 
naval  supplies  in  case  of  blockade.  If  there  be  but  one 
navyjard,  the  whole  force  of  an  enemy  could  be  coni 
centrated  in  an  attack  upon  it,  and,  if  succeaafiil,  would 
deatroj  all  the  material  and  supplies  belonging  (o  the 
whole  nary;  and  thus,  at  one  blow,  destroy  our  navsl 
supplies,  cripple  our  naval  operations,  and  lay  open  our 
whole  coast  to  attick.  If  there  be  but  two,  the  same 
consequences,  to  a  proportionate  extent,  would  result. 
If,  however,  our  navy  yards  are  extended  st  convenient 
and  suitable  ptHnta  along  the  whole  coaal,  the  capture  of 
one  would  not  bo  seriously  affect  our  naval  operation^ 
as  there  would  be  ample  lupplies  at  athers.  In  addition 
to  this,  they  would  be  more  safe,  because  it  is  not  r«s- 
Bonible  to  suppose  that  an  enemy  could  with  aafety  ao 
divide  hu  fleet  and  army  as  to  attacli:  all  our  navy  yard* 
at  the  sime  limet  if  he  did,  our  navy  and  army  would, 
by  judicioua  management,  be  enabled  to  beat  bim  ia 
detail. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Hr. 
Biu.]  contend*  that,  apon  a  principle  of  economy,  we 
should  reduce  tbe  number  of  our  navy  yard*,  becaute 
he  thinks  the  cost  of  conBtruction,  repairs,  be,  is  in 
proportion  to  the  number  we  have,  and  that  four  will 
cost  as  much  again  aa  two.  I  do  not  concur  with  Ihe 
honorable  gentleman  in  this  view.  The  propoBllion 
would  be  true  if  each  navy  yard  w»*  precisely  of  the 
same  dimensiooi  and  comlrucled  with  tbe  same  nuiteriaU 
but  it  i*  not  to  be  presumed  that  tlie  seven  navy  yards 
are  each  aa  large  utbe  twowould  be,  if  there  were  but 
Iwo)  on  tbe  contrary,  the  extended  syatem  is  c^culated 
to  reduce  tbe  dimenaionai  for  each  navy  yard,  in  ita  con- 
struction, will  have  reference  to  the  ebaracter  of  the 
harbor  and  the  toportonee  of  tbe  point,  and  would  ba 
conatnicied  either  on  a  large  or  contracted  scale,  a^ 
these  fact*  might  ronder  exfwdient.  Bight  nayy  yarda 
may  not,  in  fikct,  cost  more  than  two,  depending  entirely 
upon  the  scale  of  their  construction.  The  argument  de- 
duced fram  (he  bet  that  England  has  but  two  important 
navyyardi^  ia  not  conclusive,  owing  to  tbe  great  dissimi- 
lariQ'  in  the  aituotion  of  the  two  eountris*.  England  is 
surrounded  by  ibe  ocean,  baa  a  territorial  extent  not 
much  exceeding  that  of  Viiginia  and  Maryland,  and  ia 
accessible  hut  at  few  pointi,  and  has  a  ooait  not  more 
than  a  third  of  ours  in  extent;  hence  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  extending  her  navy  yard*  to  the  same  extent  as 
ours.  England  ius,  in  fact,  seven  navy  yards  of  all  de- 
scriptions) but  either  ofthe  two  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  i*  larger  than  all  oura  put  to- 
gether. Idecidedlybelieve  our  tmepoUoy  is  to  construct 
navy  yards,  at  convenient  distances,  at  every  suitable 
paint,  to  secure  supplies  and  protection  to  our  navy  in 
It*  operations  on  ao  extenaive  a  coast  as  ours. 

The  War  Deportment,  in  submitting  a  scheme  of  na- 
tional defence,  haa  properly  lubmittea  to  the  coBsidera^ 
of  Congfwsea  eomprebenNve  plaa,  < 
ortant  points  which  need  fonificalior 


important  points  wl 


cation*,  logether  with. 


ing  audunfinisbed  wm^,  a*  well  aa  such  ss  are 
to  beconalnicled  hereafter.  Having  done  so,  with  tha 
reasona  for  each,  it  i*  tb«  duty  of  Congress  to  determine 
which  shall  be  conairucted,  and  when  all  or  either  shall 
he  commenced.  Tbe  Department  point*  out  Ihe  works, 
and  tbe  neeeisily  for  themt  Congress  must  detormiae 
which  ia  to  be  undertaken  now,  and  which  hereafter. 
Tbe  Secretary  doe*  lut  insinuate  that  we  ore  lo  under- 
take all  at  the  same  line)  so  that  tbe  administration  i* 
unjustly  charged  with  seeking  a  sudden  approprialiDn 
tor  every  work  proposed,  so  oa  to  ezbauat  the  surplus 
in  the  Treasury. 
It  being  adnilted  by  aU  that  there  an  importaol  foe- 
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liHcitioni  in  a  itate  «r  dilspidition  and  rain,  and  that 
there  are  many  pnnta  vrithout  defence,  which  thoutd  be 
proTidedfor,  the  only  queition  teenii  to  me  to  be,  the 
tiine  when  thii  lyitem  » tn  be  commenced.  To  thii  in- 
quiryi  reuon  and  aafely  touM  leem  to  dictate  but  a 
tingle  replyt  and  that  it,  no«i  now  we  are  defencelen; 
now  we  arc  at  peace  with  the  whole  world)  now  we 
btTe  ample  meanag  and  I  cannot  tee  any  good  reason  for 
postponing,  unlets  we  are  dispoicd  to  await  an  unei- 

Eected  war,  and  sacrifice  much  of  blood  and  treasure, 
efore  wc  thill  be  prepared  to  meet  it,  as  wai  done 
during  the  late  war,  for  want  of  proper  defencea.  It 
wai  a  maxim  of  the  Father  of  hit  Country,  the  greit 
Wuhington,  that  "  in  peace  prepare  for  war."  The 
■entiment  hat  been  adopted  and  itrongly  recomoMnded 
by  President  Jackson,  and  its  wisdom  condusiTcly  de- 
tnonslrated,  not  only  by  our  own  experience,  but  by 
thai  of  tvery  nation  on  earth.  I  cannot  imagine  to  my- 
self a  more  appropriate  time,  ariaing  from  the  fact  of 
oar  being  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  owing  not  a  cent 
of  national  debt,  and  having  ample  means.  Certain  it  is, 
we  ca'i  never  be  in  a  better  tiiuttion  to  commence  and 
prosecute  an  efficient  system  of  defence;  by  postpone- 
inent  we  may  be  in  a  worse,  but  not  in  a  belter  condi- 
tion. Sir,  I  aik,  shall  the  admonitions  of  wisdom  from 
the  great  Washington  be  buried  with  him  in  the  hallow, 
ed  tomb  of  Mount  Vernon  F  Wisdom,  pnidence,  discre- 
tion, all  say  no.  Then,  nr,  look  at  New  Orleans,  Fen- 
sacoli,  Cbarleslon,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Norfolk, 
"Washington,  Baltimore,  Philtdelpbis,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  all  without  aufficient  defences,  alt  exposed  to 
the  attacks  of  a  hostile  army-^shall  they  be  provided 
with  delenees?  is  the  question. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message  to 
Con^sB  of  23d  Pebrtiary  last,  answering  the  proffered 
mediation  of  Great  Britain,  with  a  wisdom  and  patriot- 
bm  which  addreateaitaelfto  the  confidence  and  approval 
of  the  American  people,  availed  himtelf  of  lliemaximof 
tbe  beloved  Father  of  bit  Country,  ai>d  renews,  in  the 
molt  energetic  mtnner,  tbe  admonition,  in  peace  pre- 
pare lor  war.  After  tpeaking  of  the  want  ofefTective 
preparation  in  which  a  contest  with  France  would  have 
found  us,  he  says:  "From  the  nature  of  our  instiluttons, 
tbe  movements  of  the  Qovernment  in  preparation  for 
hottilities  must  ever  betoosluw  for  the  exigencies  of  un- 
espeoted  war."  In  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the 
ige-  he  says:  "If  we  desire  to  secure  peacr,  one  of 
Kiat  powerful  instruments  of  our  rising  proiperily, 
■I  be  known  that  we  are  it  ill  times readr  for  war." 
The  honorable  gentlemin  from  TennesMe  [Mr.  Dili] 
■eliet  bold  of  theae  two  pangnphs,  and  etiar^es  upon 
Ihem  Inconsittency.  He  says,  if  the  principle  of  the  flnt 
parapapl)  be  true,  the  recommendation  of  the  litter  can- 
not be  true.  With  that  deference  which  I  feel  for  all 
the  opinions  of  tbe  hononble  gentleman,  I  feel  confi- 
dent in  tbe  assertion,  that  the  most  faatidious  criiicism 
cannot  toHtire  the  expreasloni  into  the  slightest  inconiis- 
(ency.  In  the  first  pirsKTsph,  tbe  Preudent,  speaking 
of  the  slow  operation*  of  our  system,  regards  it  as  too 
alow  to  make  ample  preparation  for  sudden,  unexpected 
WBT)  a  tri.th  which  severe  experience  hai  fully  ind  litn- 
entably  taught  ut.  To  avoid  this  evil,  to  avoid  (he  se- 
llout results  of  sudden,  unexpected  boatllities,  and  the 
consequent  calamities  attendant  upon  them,  he  urges  on 
the  nation  the  neccMly  ofbeing  always  prepired  to  repel 
■uddeil  aggression,  or  any  otherj  be  warns  ut  tgainil 
tbeefrectaofthat  letbar^  incident  to  our  institutions,  of 
postponing  our  preparations  for  repelling  aggreaaion  un. 
til  tbe  danger  is  upon  us.  The  message  is  not  only  con- 
littent,  but  wise  and  patriotic. 

'  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenneisee  here,  in 
very  emphatic  terms,  inquired  wliat  was  meant  by  the 
maxim,  in  peace  prepare  for  war.    Doei  it  mean,  Mid 


he,  that  preparation  made  by  tbe  monarehiea  of  Europe, 
by  aayatemuf  large  standing  armies  and  heavy  taxation? 
To  this  1  answer,  no.  Washington  meant  no  inch  Ihingt 
nor  does  the  President  mean  my  aucb  thing.  Our  sys- 
tem is  opposed  to  standing  armies:  so  was  Washington, 
and  so  ia  the  President  opposed  tothemt  lliey  mean  by  the 
maxim,  in  peace  prepare  for  war,  the  preparation  of  a 
well-ornnlied  and  wel1.discipline(l  militii,  and  all  the 
material  of  war,  with  suitable  means  of  defence,  so  ar- 
ranged that  they  may  be  brought  into  speedy  sdion,  in 
cases  of  emergency:  such  a  syitem  at  WaahlnKtnn  rec- 
ommended, followed  by  JefTetson,  Madison,  and  Monroe, 
and  such  at  the  President  has  now  recommended.  If  1 
could  tuipect  the  Pretident  of  favoring  a  large  standing 
army,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  not  only  abandon  hit 
administration,  but  would  do  my  utmost  to  oppose  it. 
But,  sir,  he  means  no  such  thing)  he  values  liberty  and 
our  free  Institutions  too  highly)  be  has  made  too  many 
tacrifices  to  preserve  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Ur.  Bxll,] 
without  indicating  that  most  or  all  of  the  fortifications 
proposed  are  not  necemry  to  our  security,  inquire* 
whether  this  is  the  proper  lime,  being  on  the  eve  of  a 
presidential  election,  and  whether  we  htve  such  confi- 
dence In  the  ability  and  integrity  of  those  who  will 
hive  the  disbursement  of  the  appropriations  at  to  Jusliry 
ul  in  making  them.  These  are  not  the  words,  but  I 
think  the  substance,  of  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
aud.  As  to  the  objection  growing  out  of  the  fact  that 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  preaidentiat  election,  t  ihink  it  ia 
not  of  much  force)  for  if  a  system  of  national  defence  it 
postponed  until  the  niiion  is  clear  of  the  sgitation  and 
excitement  of  a  prealdenlial  election,  we  shall  never 
commence  the  work ;  for  ao  toon  as  one  election  is  over, 
(he  agitation  of  another  commeneest  and  thus  tbe  tubject 
is  perpetuilly  agitated,  and  would  perpetually  bar  al^ 
action  upon  thia  tubject.  As  to  the  question  of  eonft- 
dence,  I  wilt  only  now  say  thit  I  have  aufficient  confi- 
dence in  the  administration  to  confide  to  ita  care  the  dit- 
burtemeni  of  the  funda  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for 
all  necetaary  works  of  defencei  a  confidence,  i  think, 
welljuttifi^  by  the  experience  of  tbe  psit,  aa  I  shall 
heresDer  be  able  to  prove  most  satisfactorily  when  I 
come  to  reply  to  the  gentleman's  c:harget  agiinil  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
THOMpton,]  who  so  ably  and  so  eloquently  addressed 
the  committee  on  this  aubject,  made  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  any  item  of  appropriation  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean*.  He  professed,  and  no 
doubt  tincerely,  a  wiHIngncEa  and  readiness  to  vote  lib* 
crtl  approprialioni  for  the  purposes  of  national  defence, 
but  did  not  Bignify  whether  he  approved  all  or  either  of 
the  appropriations  proposed,  not  even  the  one  now  un- 
der coniiderstion.  Tlie  objection  was,  that  many  of 
Ihem  were  not  recommended  by  the  Departments  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service; 
and  that  they  were  not  haied  upon  executive  estimates, 
as  they  should  be.  The  Executive  haa  done  all  it  could 
do|  It  has  reported  to  joii  the  true  condition  of  the  de-  - 
fences  of  the  country  and  the  navy;  in  its  annual  re- 
ports it  hit  pointed  out  where  defences  are  needed,  and 
estimated  the  cost  upon  the  best  data  within  its  reachi  it 
has  recommended  improvements  in  the  navy  and  navy 
yards,  and  estimated  the  costs;  it  remains  for  Congress  to 
conform  its  action  to  those  estimates,  acc:ording  as  it  nuy 
deem  Ihem  accurate  and  necessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice.    All  inquiriet  from  the  House  or  its  committees 

mil.  But  I  do  not  understand  the  reason  ivhy  nothing 
can  he  done  here  without  executive  recommendation  and 
executive  estimates.  I  cannot  perceive  why  this  House, 
or  a  committee,  may  not  act  upon  ita  own  knowledge, 
witboulregiardloexecutinreGorar 
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Cttimatei,  when  it  pereei*e>  meunrei  meetmrj  for  (he 
public  aarrice.  It  if  true  the  eooiiiiution  requrrei  the 
Elecutirei  from  time  to  tiinr,  lo  recotnmeTii]  luch  meia- 
urtt  u  it  may  deem  neceniry  for  Iho  public  good:  but 
tl)e  coattitu^on  doet  not  require  Cong reH  to  limit  ili  rc- 
Uoa  to  tbe  mettiurei  reeammcBded  bf  the  Executive,  or 
to  adopt  Ifacmt  Con^reaa  hu  no  barrier  lo  Ila  aciion  but 
die  limit!  of  the  eonatitutiuot  and  it  ii  (he  department 
principally  charged  with  Iheae  dutiea,  to  which  the  coun- 
try lookafor  wiae  aad  aalutary  logitlation.  Hitherto  the 
Executive  baa  been,  ftcoordinf;  tu  aome,  too  ofBcioua  and 
intemeddling,  taking' too  much  reaps naibiiilyi  now,  all 
rMponaibitlty  it  to  be  thrown  upon  the  EieculiTc,  and 
tfentleroen  will  aot  act  uponaomeaubjccta  without  esecU' 
live  recommendation  and  executive  ealimatea. 

The  debate,  on  the  part  of  my  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  TKOKraoF^  waa  confined  principally  to  a 
charge  of  inequaliiy,  wvorable  to ihe  North,  in  thenaval 
appropriation  bill,  by  which  to  prove  favoritism  to  the 
North  and  neglect  of  the  Boutb.  In  order  to  da  thia, 
the  honorable  gentleman  haa  exhibited  a  table,  ahowing 
proposed  appropriatlona  to  the  North,  exceeding  thoae 
propoaed  for  ilie  South  by  about  (11,000,000.  Thia 
table,  taking  the  principle  upon  which  the  calcu- 
lalion  la  baaed,  ia  truei  but  tbe  principle  ia  wrong,  and 
(be  calculation,  however  accurate  ai  to  6gurei,  i)  wrong 

The  honorable  gentleman,  in  order  to  (uatain  the  im- 
nenie  diaparity  which  hia  table  exhibita,  haa  counted 
Virginia  a  Northern  State,  and  clasaedihe  propoaed  ex- 
peDditurea  upon  tbe  defencea  of  tbe  Cheaapeake  with 
■pproprialiona  for  wliat  lie  calta  the  favored  Northern 
region.  Virginia  baa  hitherto  been  claued  and  coa- 
•iMred  a  Soutliem  Statr.  Her  delencea  muat  be  c«n- 
aidered  Southern)  they  afford  protection  and  defence  not 
only  to  Virginia,  but  lo  HaryUnd  and  North  Carolina, 
mainly  to  the  latter;  and  they  have  been  coniidcred  the 
most  important  on  o<ir  whole  nuritime  frontier.  Virgi- 
nia will  not  a*k  to  be  claaaed  with  the  North  or  Souttl; 
abe  ia  content  with  being  Virginia,  and  that  abe  will 
be.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  wben  the  South,  if  ever 
Heaven  ahall  to  order  it,  ia  beaetwitb  danger  and  with 
difficulty,  the  pride,  the  chiTairy,  tbe  Southern  feeling 
%ni  high  character  of  Virginia  will  be  appealed  to.  I 
feel  very  confident  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  meant 
not  the  alighteat  reflection  upon  her.  In  the  eatabliah- 
ment  of  navy  yards  if  the  Oovernmentii  to  be  regulated 
by  Buitabla  poiitioni,  there  ia  not  one  south  ot  Virginia 
auited  lo  the  conatruction  of  veaaela  of  tbe  firat  claaa,  for 
the  want  of  harbori  of  aufflcient  depth  of  water)  so  that, 
in  thia  point  of  view,  all  appropriationa  for  thia  object 
have  been  properly  made,  although  unequal  in  doliara 
and  centa.  Virginia  mult  be  claaaed  a  Southern  State, 
and  tha  appropriationa  fur  her  defencea  Southern  appro- 
priation*. Take  the  propoaed  appropriationa  from  tbe 
amount  atated  by  tbe  gentleman,  take  alio  the  pay  and 


of  like  character,  and  the  disparity  will  be  greatly  n 
d<iced|  yet,  upon  Ihia  point  oi  appropriation  tbe  advu 
taga  if  favorable  lolhe  North.      But  the  r 


d<iced|  yet,  upon  Ihia  point  of  appropriation  tbe 
taga  if  favorable  lothe  North.  But  the  reaaon  of  this 
diaparity  ii  obrioui,  and  ia  accounted  for  without  tbe 
alighleit  imputation  of  favoritiam  upon  tbe  Executive  or 
BiUier  of  the  Departmenta-  The  inequality  bat  been 
produced  by  nMure.  To  the  North  there  are  numeroui 
baya,  rirera,  and  harbora,  suited  Itir  navy  yard*,  having 
naturaliy  safe  and  aufficicnt  depth  of  water:  hence  tbe 
navy  ywds  have  been  principally  etlabliahed  to  the 
NoAh.  There,  too,  were  our  principal  maritime  towna 
which  iteeded  debnoee.  All  these  Northero  navy  yards 
were  otabliabed  during  the  administration  of  Southern 
Frendenla,  and  have  been  sanctioned  by  Soulhcrn  repre- 
"^     — it  gsoe  into  Um  uriouta  dettuli  of 


inequality  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Sctith  Carolina,  becaiua 
they  depend  upon  the  leading  points,  and  will  be  correct 
or  not,  as  Ihey  are  correct. 

White,  however,  navy  yards  have  been  provided  br 
to  the  North,  the  South  hat  been  provided  for  in  FoRift- 
cationat  and,  in  this  branch  of  public  defence,  the  diapar- 
ity of  appropriation  favorable  to  the  South  hat  herelofora 
been  much  greater  than  the  diaparity  favorable  to  (he 
Norlh  upon  navy  yards.  The  annexed  table,  exhibited 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  EraKa,] 
in  hit  able  diaouttlon  of  this  quettion,  givet  the  number 
offbriificationa  erected  since  the  fountjation  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, and  (heexpenditureon  each,  claaaed  North  and 
South  by  the  Potomac  river; 
ExraniTiimBs  on  Foannainoaa  rum  1813  to  1S35.' 

Workt  north  of  Polomae. 
Bepurs  of  Fort  Independence: 

preservation  of  Castle  liland,  Haaa.  1823  #54,594  70 
Preservation  ofGeorge'a  Island,  '•  1325  65,983  10 
Port  Warren.  "      1833   ISS.OOO  OO 

Fort  Adams,  R.  laland,  1824  960,000  00 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  York,    1813  318.305  00 

Repairaofdo.  "  1839     33,386  00 

Fort  Hamilton,  ••  1834  481,000  00 

Bepsira  of  Fort  Columbui  and 

Castle  Wiiliun.  "  1831    175,000  00 

Fort  Schuyler,  "  1833   135,000  00 

Fort  Uelaware,  Del.  river,  1817  537,100  H 

TlebuildingFortDetaware,         "  1833   139,000  00 

Fort  WatGington,  Maryland,  1816  454,103  00 


ffVAi  touth  of  Potomac 
Port  Monroe,  Virginia, 

Fort  Calhoun,  " 

Fort  Haoon,  N.  Cuolina, 

Fort  Cuwell,  " 

Fort'ns  ChHletton  harbor,     8.  C. 
Fort  Pulaaki,  Oeorpa, 

Rcpairt  of  Port  Marioit,     Florida, 
Fort  Fickent,  PeniaeoU,         " 
Fort  on  Foster's  Bank,  " 

Fort  on  Dauphin  island,   Alabama, 
Fon  Morgan, 
Fort  Pike, 
Fort  Wood, 
Fort  Jtckton, 

Battery  at  Bayou  Bicnvenu, 
Tower  at  Bayou  Dupre, 
Fort  Lifingiton, Grand  Tcrre,' 


It  will  be  teen  that  there  have  been  expended  South 
1^,043,591  46,  and  North  #3,447,n3  44,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  the  South  of  04,595,819  03)  and  hero, 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  drop*  the  calculation.  In  tha 
appropriation*  now  propoaed  liir  repain  and  imprava- 
ments  of  navy  yard*  (hm  I*  a  balance  in  ftivor  of  tha 
North  of  1369,135.  Upon  all  the  works  fiiusbed,  nndei 
conatruction,  not  finished,  and  proposed,  the  expendi- 
ture will  be.  North  #18.000,435,  South  C1S,530,05^ 
leaving  a  haUnce  in  favor  of  the  North  of  11,470,371. 
This  disparily,  however,  i*  the  remit  of  circumstance* 
which  cannot  be  controlled,  and  of  which  we  cannot 
complain.  But  the  true  point  upon  which  we  havegood 
caute  of  cootpUint  u,  the  unconttitutional  appropriation 
for  works  of^  internal  impTovement,  and  the  tyrannitial 
ud  unequal  i^erMioo  M  the  tariff  lam.    In  wcrki  of 
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InlQrnol  ImproTement,  the  bononble  ^^ttenwn  l>om 
Maine  [Mr.  Etahs]  *dmi<s  that  the  tdnntige  it  grKit\j 
in  favor  of  the  North,  but  cll«rg«>  Ibe  Inequality  upon 
the  refntal  of  the  Soothern  Sbtei  lo  receire  appropria- 
tion*  fur  such  object!.  Thia  ii  true,  *iri  true  to  the  iel- 
teri  Virpnia  b«  always  re||>rded  these  ipprapiittioiM  m 
dMUtboriied  \>y  the  oonetitution,  and  tiM  refuied  the 
bCDefloMice  of  the  Federal  Government  founded  in  vio- 
htion  of  that  sacred  compact.     She  hai  acted  upon  that 

Rrinciple  of  intefpity  upoiv  vhicli  an  honeit  man  will  re- 
i>e  to  reeeiTe  stolen  goods.  She  will  neither  touch, 
laite,  nor  hBi>die,  the  unclean  Ihin^.  She  will  not  liaten 
to  the  argument  aJdrened  to  her  cupidity,  that  the  Slates, 
believing  the  Federal  Oovemment  has  this  power  under 
t^  coaslliution,  are  reeai*ing,  yearly,  Ur^  appropria- 
tions. She  regards  her  jotegrily  with  unyielding  perti- 
nacity, and  will  not  surrender  it  to  cunHderationa  of  ava- 
tice  or  cupidity.  She  will  not  sell  her  integrity  (t  any 
price.  Her  rautlo  is,  to  do  right,  let  others  do  wrong 
who  will,  i  do  not  doubt  that  gentlemen  of  the  Norlb 
boneitly  believe  that  the  Federal  Government  h*i  thia 
powerj  yet  I  think  they 'should  have  tome  reipect  to  the 
opinions  of  so  nwny  Southern  Statei,  and  not  be  wil- 
ling to.clutch  all  tliey  can  gel  by  a  atrained  conslructioa 
of  the  powers  of  the  conitilution,  although  they  may  be- 
lieve the  doctrine  sound. 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  Yankee  friends  undcratsnJ  how  to 
manage  these  moneyed  aRUra  better  than  we  do.  They 
•IwAfs  have  had,  and  I  fear  always  will  have,  the  sdvsn- 
ttge  of  the  South  In  thia  particular;  they  know  how  fas- 
ti£ousSoulhcm  statcsmenare  in  their  conitructionorthe 
powcra  or  the  conatitulioD,  and  very  geoerally  throw 
out  aome  constitutional  question  for  our  diacuasiun,  and, 
in  its  heat  and  excitement,  carry  some  scheme  of  appro- 
priation without  attracting  notice.  1  heard  of  a  veryaa- 
gacioui  Northern  man  who,  upon  a  certain  occasion, 
aaid  that  when  an  sppropriaiion  waa  lo  be  carried  which 
■igbt  eicite  opposition  from  the  South,  the  right  plan 
waa  to  give  the  Southernera  n  constitutional  question  for 
debalei  and  that,  while  that  was  debating,  the  appropri- 
i4ion  could  be  carried.  I  think  ihV:  history  of  our  legia- 
Tation  proves  very  clearly  the  auccea*  with  which  this 
■trattgem  hsa  been  praeliaed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  frsmera  of  the  constitution  never 
oonlemplateil  that,  in  authorizing  appropriations  for  the 
oommon  defence,  they  were  incorporating  a  principle  of 
equality  in  dollars  anil  cents,  and  that  when  lo  many 
dollars  were  expended  in  one  Slate,  so  many  were  to 
be  expended  in  another,  whether  needed  or  not.  The 
otgect  wm»  to  defend  the  wholei  and  the  only  quealioti 
in  making  appropriations  ii,  where  are  defences  needed' 
In  our  extended  territor)'  Nature  tierseif  has  crested  tlic 
inequalities  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  com- 
pkuu.  There  are  more  assaiUbIs  points  in  one  section 
than  another,  which  must  be  provided  with  defeneeai 
•ltd  benoe  thia  natural  inequality  ncceMarity  produces 
iiwquslity  of  expenditure.  The  only  true  principle  is 
to  provide  defences  for  every  point,  North  or  South, 
wherever  needed,  without  regard  to  any  other  conrid- 

But  my  honorable  friend  fVom  South  Carolina  [Mr^ 
TnOKisoa]  complains  that,  under  this  administration, 
the  intereits  of  the  South,  particularly  in  its  defences, 
have  been  grossly  neglected)  and,  in  order  to  account 
for  it,  refers  to  the  location  of  the  present  members  of 
the  cij>inet.  He  aaya  the  Seereisriee  of  the  Treasury, 
of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  are  all  from  this  fsvored  region, 
(the  North,)  and  only  the  Secretsry  of  State  from  the 
South.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Tressury  and  of  the 
Navy  are  from  the  North,  but  the  Secretary  of  War  is 
fkvm  a  Northwestern  Territory,  (Hiebigin.)  But,  even 
ttUnr  all  three  from  the  North,  upon  the  prinoiple  of 
poputoUon  and  commeroe,  the  incqusHty  does  not  »i*tt 


for,  in  addklofl  to  the  Seeretai;  of  State,  the  cMef  exec- 
utiveofliaer,  (the  President)— he  who  is  charged  with  lite 
whole  executive  power,  and  controls  all  exeaetivc  oHK 
cera — is  a  Soutbem  man.  So  that  I  think  there  is,  on 
this  ground,  little  cause  of  complaint.  But,  Hr.  Cliair- 
man,  what  I  principally  complain  of  in  this  part  of  lb* 
honorable  gentleman'!  argument  is  its  tendency- lo  cre- 
ate sectional  feeling*,  sectional  Jealousies,  and  sectional 
dislikes,  I  know  the  genlleman  intended  no  aueh  eStct. 
I  only  rpesk  of-  the  tendency  of  his  argument,  however 
honestly  felt  or  designed.  So  long  as  psrtiei  exist  in 
name,  extended  over  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union  is  not  hazarded  <  but  it  was  against' 
parties  separated  by  getq^raphical  lines,  by  sectional  di> 
vlHons,  thst  the  psiemal  and  warning  voice  of  Wash' 
ington  was  raised,  early  in  our  history,  and  agf  inat  which 
theeffort  of  every  patriot  has  been,  and  willeverbe,  di- 
rected. Whenever  the  geognphieal  tine  shall  be  distinct* 
ly  drawn,  and  the  parties  shall  be  known  ai  a  Norihem 
and  Southern  party,  then,  indeed,  there  will  be  an  array 
of  parly  which  will  ultimately  sever  the  Union,  dissolve 
us  into  our  original  f>sgmenls,  destroy  our  free  inslitu- 
tiona,  and. produce  thst  state  oTansrchy,  war,  bloodahed, 
and  deipotitm,  against  which  all  our  sages  and  patriot* 
hsve  struggled,  &nd  to  prevent  which  the  Union  ws« 
formed . 

I  think  there  is  no  just  ground  to  charee  the  Govern- 
ment with  neglecting  the  interests  or  defences  of  either 
Chsrleiton  or  Penascala,  (for  there  seems  to  be  no  com- 
plaint elsewhere.)     There  is  proposed  for  Charleston 

t 1  there  have  been  aurveya  and  inquiries  set  sDoat, 

SI  to  the  practicability  of  constructing  at  ChsrleMon  k 
navy  yard)  and  there  is  now  a  proposition  depending  for 
that  object  before  Congress,  under  the  patronage  of  it* 
own  repreaent alive,  founded  upon  the  information 
communicated  and  recommended  by  the  Eieeutive. 
For  this  appropriation  I  am  prepared  to  vote.  The 
appropriations  recommended  for  Pensacols,  bytlieNavjr 
Department,  are  contained  in  the  fallowing  letter,  sd> 
drrasri  to  me  by  the  Department,  containing  also  th« 
course  pursued  by  the  Depnrtment  on  that  subject; 

Nati  DuABTvarr,  libruan/  13,  1836. 

3iB:In  snswertoyour  letter  requesting  my  views  ssto 
the  expediency  of  constructing  a  dry  dock,  and  of  deep- 
eningthe  channel  over  the  bar  at  Pensacola,  and  request- 
ing any  infannation  in  this  Department  necessary  to  a 
correcCdecisionon  this  subject,  I  have  the  honor  to  atate 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  re[)ort  ofthe  30th 
November,  183J,  brought  this  subject  before  Congress, 
by  recommending  the  continuance  of  Pensacola  as  a 
naval  station;  and  submitting  a  report  from  Captain  Dal- 
las, on  the  means  and  expense  of  deepening  a  channel 
through  that  bar,  and  ■  memoir  and  es^mlte  on  the  Im- 
provement of  Ibst  bar,  by  Captain  W.  H.  Chase,  ofthe 
engineer  corps,  (to  be  found  in  the  Brat  volume  of 
Executive  Documents  of  H.  R.,  lstsession,33d  Congresst 
No.  1.  pi^  363.) 

Captain  Chase  calculated  the  eipenae  of  adding  Ihi«« 
feet  lothedepthofthechannclover  the  barat  (106,690. 
The  viriou*  items  of  expense  are  given  in  detsil  in  hir 
eitimate.  Captain  Dallas,  however,  is  of  opinion  that 
the  channel  over  the  bar  dtould  he  made  sis  feet  lower 
than  at  present,  and  adds  MO,000  to  the  estimate  of 
Captain  Chaie,  making  the  whole  expense  amount  to 
(146,690,  for  deepening  the  channel  aixfeet,  and  giving 
a  depth  of  water  over  the  bar  of  from  twenty-nine  and 
a  hslfto  thirty  (M,  which  will  be  amply  sufBoienl  for 
our  vessels  ofthe  largest  class, 

Tliese  gentlemen  are  very  capable  of  making  the  ob- 
servations and  catimatet  which  they  have  submitted,  *r>i 
there  ia  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  their  calou- 
lationsf  and  I  have  no  beMtation  in  capreanng  my  opii^ 
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Ion  thiMlia  grokt  tmpartknoe  of  PerauaU,  u  •  n*v»l 
ititlan,  wouldjuttify  tke  expend  itnre  of  UMntm  ntinnted 
ftr  the  object  Miled. 

AnncTMi  to  mj'  Ixt  •nnoil  report  will  be  found  esti- 
iMtei  fur  buildinf^  of  differcnE  kinds  >I  the  Peniaooht 
mry  yard,  to  the  iniounl  ot  964,000i  for  buitdinr  ■  pow- 
der w»gTine  oatr  tba  yard,  #17,000.  In  iddliion  to 
whieli,  ibf  f  the,  following  eelia^ei  for  Penwctdi: 
For  whirreiand  appeadtKei    -  $150,000 

HjdnulLc  doek  •  -  -  13^,000 

Making-  the  vbole  of  the  eatimalei  of  Penaacola  for 
the  rear  1B36,  (356,000.  If  to  thU  we  add  (146,690, 
deemed  necesiary,  ai  belbre  ataled,  for  deepening  ihe 
bar,  it  will  anount  in  ttie  whole  to  (503,690. 

It  it  believed  th«t  fer  tM*  wm  the  batliarur  Penwwla 
nw7  be  rendered  k  nfe  and  DoMHodbiu  iiatioa  for  tlM 
purpotea  of  our  naryv  and  a  convenient  place  for  biiild> 
incand  repairii^  oovveM^  of  war. 

The  conitruotioB  of  a  dry  doek,  Hoh  ai  ve  have  at 
Norfolk  and  Bottoii,  and  such  aa  it  it  propoaed  to  buUd 
■t  New  York,  and  which  would  ooat  noart;  a  million  of 
dollar*,  cannot  be  oooiidered  aa  necenan  at  Pentacola, 
until  the  ctiaanri  over  Ihe  bar  Bball  be-deepened,  even 
if  it  ahould  be  deemed  ezpcdicnl  to  build  a  fourth  6rj 
dock  upon  iha  hrgiaat 'Male.  In  the  mean  tine,  abj* 
draulic  dock,  auob  aa  ii  now  in  aucceMful  oparMion  at 
New  Tork,  and  which  it  ii  bolievad  nay  b*  conitructad 
in  the  conree  of  a  year,  and  at  the  eipenae  mentioned 
in  the  eitimate,  would  be  highly  uiefiil,  aa  tbii  kind  of 
drjt  dock  anaweraperfeotly-weUfarallTCNeli  under  the 
tkae  of  a  frigate. 

Ttie  eatimale  of  (150,000  fnr  wharvaa  and  appenda- 
gea  ii  made  without  the  knowledge  naceasary  fur  an  ac> 
etirale  detailed  atalantent  of  (he^enii  of  expenae.  It  is 
hoped,  however,  that,  in  tlie  courie  of  ■  few  month*,  a 
careful  eumiBaiion  may  be  l>ad  of  Ihii  itation  by  com- 
petent offleer*^  whoie  report  upon  the  lame  will  afford 
•II  the  InformatiDn  vantedi  but  it  ii  confidently  be- 
lieved that  Ihe  full  amount  eatimated  will  be  required 
for  the  object*  stated.  I  am  not  aware  that  Ihere  it  any 
information  in  ibia  Department  upon  iheiubjeciof  your 
letter  which  hat  not  bcea  communicattd  to  tlie  Hou*e  of 
Bepretenlative*. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DICKEIISON. 
Hon.  L.  JiAvii, 

Chairman  jfaval  CmnniftfM,  Heuit  of  Rtpt, 

So  there  ii  (503,690,  inatead  of  (343,000,  eitimated 
by  Ihe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (The  grnile> 
man  from  South  Carolina  hers  telle  me  that  the  addi- 
tional eslimate  waa  not  in  the  annual  report,  and  had  not 
been  laid  before  Congreai  until  tXKtx  he  delivered  hi* 
■peMb.  The  ebairman  of  Ihe  Commitiee  of  Ways  and 
Mcanaatate*  that  it  wu  in,  and  laid  on  each  member'* 
table,  lon^  before.)  I  have  no  doubt  that  both  genile- 
tken  are  nght  in  Iheir  recollection,  and  thai  the  addition- 
al eaiiioate  had  etcaped  the  attention  of  my  friend  From 
South  Cartdina.  1  on^  u*e  the  fact  to  prove  that  the 
Department  had  not,  from  conaiderBtioni  of  favoritiam, 
or  any  other,  neglected  it*  duty  to  the  9outh(  fur  in 
relation  to  buth  theae  points,  of  Charleston  and  Penta- 
colt,  tbe  Executive  hat  been  employing  all  the  means 
placed  in  its  handa  by  Coagreaa,  in  atoerlaining  Ibe  pr»c- 
ticabitity  of  constructing  nairy  yards  at  both  Ihese  points, 
■nd  b*^  in  several  annual  reporti,  strongly  recommend* 
ed  them  to  Ihe  consideration  of  Congreas.  Here,  Hr. 
Chairman,  1  must  correct  a  misapprehentiun  of  Ibe  gen- 
tlenan  from  I'ennesaee,  [Hr.  Haix.}  Ue  says  that  Ihe 
kats  Secretary  oi  the  Navy  (now  the  Secretary  uf  ihe 
Treasury)  made  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the  Soulb,  wiih 
»  view  of  informing  hinMelf  as  lolbe  necessity  and  prac- 
tioabilily  of  qMabliahing,  particularly  at  Pcnsaoola,  an 


ezlenttve  navy  yardi  and  that,  alter  hi*  return,  he  bad 
not  beard  of  any  recommendation  frons  him  favorable  to 
it.  It  is  true  that  Ihe  Secretary  did  make  such  a  tour, 
but  the  gentleman  is  entirety  mietaken  at  to  the  &ct  that- 
he  msde  no  fnvomble  report.  The  Secpetary  not  only 
made  a  report  favorable  to  the  scheme,  but  strong!^ 
urged  it*  adoption  on  Congreas.  I  refer  tothedocu-- 
ment,  from  the  Navy  DepaKment,  accompanying  the 
President's  annus]  message  of  December,  1S33. 

In  addition  to  these  facis  in  the  reoommendation  and 
estimates  of  works  of  defence,  (5,000,000  are  ncom. 
mended  to  be  approprisied  to  the  defimee*  of  Florida 

Our  navy  yards  were  located  and  ooiMtructed  belbre 
tite  purchase  of  Ptondat  and  no  new  one,  except  at 
Pentacola,  [  believe,  hai  been  eonstnicled  since.  Upon 
the  whole  of  this  branch  of  the  subject,  t  would  **k,  if 
thl*  inequality  exiats,  how  is  it  that  it  hs*  been  produced 
by  Southern  staleamen?  Thirty-nine  oul  of  forly.«even 
year*  Southern  men  have  sdininiatered  Ihe  executive 
department  of  theOnvemment^someof  them  aiwty*  in 
Ihe  cabinet.  A  distinguished  ton  of  South  Carolina  sd* 
minittered  the  War  Department  for  eight  years,  who  did 
much  Co  recommend  the  system  of  defence  now  propo- 
led  to  the  favorable  contiderttion  of  the  nation.  Wh^ 
is  it  that  so  much  of  neglect  to  the  South  has  marked  the 
administration  of  Southern  men'  Why  is  it  that  South- 
ern represents  lives  have  neglected  to  present  the  cbim* 
of  Ihe  South  upon  Cangren'  When  and  where  ws*  It 
that  appropriation*  for  defence*  have  been  uked  and 
refliaed  to  the  South,  which  were  not  in  like  manner 
asked  and  refused  to  the  North?  This  charge  of  neg- 
lect, Mr.  Chairman,  if  true,  lie*  at  Ihe  door  of  Southern 
men,  and  I  leave  them  to  answer  it.  The  table  of  ap* 
propriation  for  defences,  heretofore  referred  lo,  I  think, 
clearly  proves  that  the  South  has  had  her  full  share  of' 
the  protection  of  Ihe  Government. 

I  come  naw,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  consider  the  objection* 
which  hive  been  urged  to  the  system  of  nilionil  defence 
nnw  under  conlid  erst  ion,  snd  which  are  apart  from  Ihe 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  subject  itselfi  and, 

1.  It  is  objected  that,  if  Ihe  proposed  ayttem  is  car- 
ried into  execution,  it  will  largely  increste  the  peace 
establishment  of  Ihe  army,  The  establishment  of  these 
defences  will  not  require  the  addition  of  *  single  com- 
pany to  the  present  army  establialiment.  An  estimate 
has  been  made  of  the  furce  necessary  lo  be  employed  in 
keeping  and  preserving  the  forllficalions,  if  all  proposed 
shall  be  constructed,  which  will  be  about  3,180  men. 
An  estimate  of  the  inspector  general  make*  the  forco- 

rwcewsry  shout ;  so  that,  from  either  ttiiement, 

no  addition  on  account  oftheee  works  will  be  necessary. 
If  any  addition  shsll  be  found  necessary  to  our  army,  it 
will  grow  out  of  the  concentniian  of  so  many  restles* 
Indian  tribea  on  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  frontiers,  #ho 
can  bring  into  the  field  twenty  Ihousind  warriort,  and 
(he  civil  war  riging  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  de- 
ntsnding  a  force  on  the  Texan  frontier  of  aafHeient 
strength  to  enforce  our  neutrality  and   preaerve  our 

3.  It  is  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
AtCAR]  and  the  gentleman  from  Soulh  Carolina  [Mr. 
T^oxraox]  that  the  adoption  of  this  system  will  prevent 
the  distribution  of  the  public  lands  and  the  surplus  rev- 
enue. This  objection  involves  Ihe  consideration  of  two 
very  sei^ous  and  important  questions,  in  both  their  ai- 
pectt  of  conatilulionality  and  expediency)  each  of  them, 
m  all  ita  bearings,  affording  subjeetHtiaiter  of  tuncient 
magnitude  fur  a  long  argument.  I  do  not  design,  upon 
the  present  occtsion,  to  do  more  than  glance  at  Iheni. 
If  i  were  to  do  otherwise,  1  should  unneecssarily  detsin 
the  committee,  aa  both  these  subjects  will  be  open  for 
diactissiea  when  Ibcy  come  up  directly  for  oonsideration. 
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f  all  tba  Stktci,  ■ocordin;  to  llie  ratio  u  rcp- 
reientition,  Ter  purpoMi  of  "  ioternU  impTDtetnent" 
and  "eduMtion."  All  the  public  luidi  M>t  of  the  Mii- 
■inippi  vere  ceded  to  the  United  Stalei  b)>  the  levcral 
States,  moiil;  by  Vir^nik  The  cctnon  by  Virginia 
wa*  an  act  of  magnaDimity,  ^neroiitf,  liberality,  and 
detotion  to  liberty,  unparalleled  in  the  annala  of  hiatory . 
She  itripped  heraelf  of  dominion,  power,  and  wealth, 
for  the  lake  of  liberty  and  the  aecuritjr  of  free  instilu- 
tioBi.  Thia  ceMon  embraced  the  now  great  and  flonr- 
iihing  Btatea  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinoii,  and  the 
Terrilorj  of  Hicbtgan.  In  the  a<t  of  eeaiion,  however, 
abe  enlered  into  certain  ■tipulaliom  with  the  Oorem- 
ment,  for  the  dlipoiition  and  proceeda  of  these  Undii  the 
fulfilment  of  which  ihe  hai  a  ri^ht  to  demand,  wid  will 
iutblupon.  The  Virginia  deed  afceuionwu  executed 
on  the  lat  of  March,  17S4|  and  conlaina  Ihe  following 
condition: 

"That  all  (he  lands  whhln  the  territorr  to  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated 
tov  anr  of  the  before-mentioned  purpoaes,  or  ditpoaed 
of  in  bouotiea  to  tbe  offlecra  and  soldiers  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  shall  be  considered  u  a  common  fund  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  BUtei  a*  have  be- 
come or  shall  become  mtmbera  of  the  confederation  or 
federal  alliance  of  tbe  aaid  Siatt*,  Virginia  incluwve, 
according  tolheirnsual  nspectire  nroporti' 


oiher  use  or  purpose  wliatever. 

When  it  is  recolleeied  thftt  this  cenion  was  nude  pre- 
vious to  tbe  adoption  of  the  constitution,  that  it  was 
made  when  Ibe  confedencj  owed  a  heavy  debt  incurred 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  that  this  debt,  as  wall 
M  the  current  expenses  of  the  Federal  Government, 
waa  made,  not  by  a  lyiiem  of  taxation,  but  by  direct  rc- 
qui^tions  upon  Ibe  Stale  Oovernmenta  in  fixed  propor- 
tions, the  manifest  intention  of  the  condition  which  I 
have  read  cannot  be  miitaken  or  misundentood-  II  wsa 
intended  a)  a  common  fund,  to  pay  a  common  debt, 
incurred  in  a  common  causej  and  when  that  should 
be  done,  to  leMen  the  requiiitlons  upon  the  States 
for  tbe  annual  support  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Hie  sales  of  Iheae  landa  were  intended  lo  supply  Ihe 
revenue  whiob  would  otberwiie  Iwve  to  be  raited  by 
taaation. 

Tbe  adoption  of  the  eonstitution  did  notdticlurge  the 
obfigationa  of  Ihe  condition  in  (he  act  of  cettion,  or  au- 
thoriie  the  diveraion  of  Itie  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lands 
to  any  other  purpose  whatever  (han  thai  specified.  The 
clause  of  the  conatilution  giving  power  to  (he  Federal 
Government  lo  regulate  and  dispose  of  Ihe  public  domain 
reads  ihua:  "  The  Congress  shall  have  power  (o  diipoae 
of,  and  make  all  Deedfulnilea  and  regulalions  respecting, 
tbe  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  Ihe  Uniled 
Slates,  and  nuthing  in  Ihia  conalilution  shall  be  so  con- 
strued aa  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  Stalea, 
or  of  any  parlicular  State-"  If  thii  clause  of  (he  con- 
stitution could,  without  the  reservation,  have  been  con- 
strued into  sn  abandonment  of  the  eaiidilion  in  the  act 
of  cesiion,  the  reaervslioa  retains  the  force  of  Ihe  obli- 
gations in  its  full  effect,  so  thst  the  obligation  cannot  be 
avoided  without  a  flagrant  breach  of  faitb.  In  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  distribution,  filUen  percent,  iaallowed  to 
the  new  Slates,  over  and  above  what  would  be  their 
equal  proportion  upon  the  plan  of  equal  diatrlbution — 
the  result  of  which  is,  that  Virginia  would  lose  #410,104| 
•U  the  old  States  would  lose  M,D96|346.  The  annexed 
table  exhibits  the  whole  operation. 


of  twk  Slate  (aoBrduig 
lo  iU  ftdtral  populatimi)  of  the  pneteA  of  Uu  pwUe 
landi,  duringthe  yean  1833, 'i,  and' 5,  afltr  dedutliiv 
from  the  amount  15  ptr  cent,  prwnnu^  ellowtd  lo  iM 
MMn  neui  Slalei. 


Federal 

Bbar«  for 

Total  to 

popuUtion. 

each  Slate 

States. 

■".sr 

Maine      - 

$3K.4ST 

W17.369 

N.  Rampihire      - 

2S9,32fi 

934,393 

Rhode  Island 

97,194 

150,198 

Connecticut 

397.66S 

459,996 

Vermont  - 

380.657 

433,713 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

319,933 

494,391 

1,3*8,073 

3,083,333 

DeUware 

Uu-yland 

4M,B*3 

637,169 

Virginia  - 

1,033,5C8 

1,581,669 

North  Carolina    - 

639,747 

988,633 

South  Carolina     - 

*ss,ots 

701,495 

Georgia    - 

439. ail 

664,308 

Tenneaaee 

966,349 

Ohio 

935,884 

1,446.366 

»l,677,n0 

LouiaUna 

171,694 

365,337 

957,888 

999,677 

157,147 

751,606 

Miasourl  • 

130,419 

1,000,896 

110,358 

170,541 

1.SBS.9U 

Equal  ahare 

Losalo 

Gainio 

to  which 

States  hav- 

Stales  hsv- 

Sules. 

each  State  is 

ng  less  than 

entitled. 

their  riiare 

than  the'ir 
share. 

H*ine       - 

»777,318 

>1 60,099 

1*7,913 

1,187,875 

344,583 

Rhode  Itland        - 

189.336 

579,366 

119,370 

Vermont  - 

546,168 

113.453 

New  York 

3,733,574 

768,740 

New  Jersey 

623,495 

138,104 

3.633,395 

340,163 

153,176 

38,668 

Msryland 

789,784 

160,615 

1,991,773 

410,014 

North  Carolina     - 

1.344,970 

356,338 

South  Carolina     - 

885,495 

184,000 

Georgia    - 

836,419 

173,211 

Kentucky 

Tennewee 

1,316,876 

350,637 

1,831,363 

144,133 

Louiaiana 

334.133 

M34,766 

667,530 

332,137 

445,793 

HiiKHiri  • 

748.080 

314,760 

1,369.184 

- 

—The  last  three  cebuDna  of  figuM*  are  add*d< ' 
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TbU  inequality,  in  ezpren  violation  or  the  compicl, 
«nd  of  ererjr  principle  of  juilice  in  relation  to  iny  of  the 
public  luidi,  II,  in  my  humble  opinion,  fital  to  tlie  pre- 
teniioni  of  the  Senate'*  bill,  if  either  juitice  or  good 
faith  ii  to  prerail. 

Another  palpable  inequality  In  regard  to  all  the  South- 
ern Slatei,  and  efpeciafly  Virginia,  la  covertly  cooched 
in  the  proviaiOD  or  the  SenUe'a  hill  which  direct!  the 
ditf  ribulion  according  to  what  ii  called  federal  numhera. 
The  eonatitutional  oompromiie  allowing  the  alaveholding 
Btalea  only  tbree  fiflha  of  the  aUve  population  in  the  ea- 
timate  adjusting  the  rcpreientatire  ratio  among  the  8  tatea, 
I  will  not  eompUin  of.  It  may  hate  been  right  to  give 
thia  preference  to  free  over  ala»e  labor,  in  eatimating  the 
moral  vonh  and  adjualing  the  weight  to  be  given  to  the 
aufTngea  of  different  aectiona  of  the  Union.  But  when 
the  queatlon  become*  one  of  money,  of  a  diviiion  of  the 
proceed!  of  the  public  domain,  a  very  dlfTerent  conud' 
•ration  abould  enter  into  the  calculatton.  II  i*  known 
that  ilavc  labor  i*  not  lo  productive  at  free  labor;  it  ia 
lite  inevitable  conaeqnencr,  that  the  population,  and 
■trength,  and  wealth,  of  the  Soutbem  eute^  suffer  a  rel- 
ative diminution  In  regard  to  thh  other  State*,  from  thia 
very  cauw.  la  it  not  monitrou*,  then,  that,  while 
•lave  labor  tenda  to  thia  reiult,  miking  the  want*  of 
.the  Southern  Btalea  greater  and  their  mean*  )eii  than 
their  more  opulent  and  powerful  neighbor*,  an  argu- 
ment ihould  ba  drawn  from  it  lo  give  them  two  flflha 
leas  of  the  proceeds  drawn  from  the  public  domain,  in 
right  of  their  laboring  population,  than  the  Northern 
Bute*  woutd  obtun  in  virtue  of  the  same  claas  within  their 
limit*  F  And  how  much  moreoutrageoua  is  thli  scale  ofdia- 
tribution,  whereby  almoat  Iwo  third*  of  the  income  of 
the  public  Unda  would  be  monopolized  by  the  North, 
when  it  ii  ooniidered  that  almoat  the  whole  of  the  great 
domain  wa*  generonaly  relinquialied  by  Virginia,  for  the 
common  tieinfil  of  the  whole  Union?  In  the  propoaed 
diviaion,  although  *he  gave  up  all,  the  would  get  but 
half  the  portion  of  New  York,  that  gave  up  nothing. 

In  addition  to  thia  objection,  1  regard  the  propoaed 
■chemeaiat  war  with  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
unleaa,  indeed,  (he  worn-out  and  long  ago  refuted  feder- 
al doctrine,  that  the  "general  wel^re"  phraae  in  the 
conatitution  confera  in  itaelf  an  independent  power,  un- 
reatrioled  and  uncontrolled  by  the  defined  limited  pow- 
er* of  the  inatrumeot,  I*  lo  be  czercioed  in  the  sound  dis- 
cretion of  Congress — a  discretion  which  the  constitution 
waa  designed  to  re*trict  and  control.  The  eon*titulion 
sutboriie*  Congress  to  raise  revenue  for  national  pur- 
posea  only;  for  common  defence  and  general  welbre. 
It  waa  never  designed  to  mike  the  Federal  Government 
the  grand  reservoir  ofboiinliesandlsrgMseatothe  sepa- 
rale  States^  or  to  Individuals;  nor  was  this  system  of  dia- 
tribution  ever  designed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government.  II  is  certainly  not  to  be  found  in 
the  express  grant  of  poweni  butia,  if  to  be  found  at  alJ, 
by  inference  or  implication. 

Thi«  bill  limiti  the  appropriation  by  the  Slates  lo  pur- 
poses of  internil  4mprovemcnt  and  public  education. 
This  is  a  direct  appropriation  of  the  means  of  the  Feder- 
al Qovemmem  to  works  of  internal  improvement  of* 
local  character,  and  public  education,  reserving  to  the 
Bt*te*  only  the  right  to  determine  to  what  aubjecu  the 
appropriation  ahall  be  made,  llie  public  lands  are  pub- 
.  .lie  property,  and,  when  sold,  the  proceeds  become  pnb- 
.|ic  UMney.  I  cannot  perceive  in  the  conatitution  a  dis- 
tinotion  iKl'ween  public  money  derived  from  dutieaon 
fiireign  inportationi,  direct  taxation,  or  the  sale*  of  pub- 
')ie  land*;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  the  constitution  gives 
any  authorily  to  apply  the  public  money  derived  from 
the  one  source  to  tuhjeets  which  it  prohibits  to  the 
other;  the  powers  granted  may  be  exercised  by  the  ap- 
•propriation  of  money  drawn  from  eilhsr  MNirce).  so.tbe 


powera  restricted  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  employ- 
ment of  public  funds  derived  either  from  the  one  source 
or  the  other.  The  restriction  waa  lo  prevent  Congress 
from  exercising  the  forttidden  powers,  without  regard 
to  the  source  from  whence  the  meana  were  to  be  derived. 
It  was  not  intended  to  authorize  Congress  to  act  upon 
these  subjects  at  all.  Among  the  subjects  over  which 
Congress  haa  no  power,  (in  my  opinion,)  are  the  aub- 
Jeota  of  internal  improvement  and  public  education  in 
the  Btalea.  If  the^  have  not,  then  this  bill  is  uncomlitu- 
tional,  appropriating  the  public  money  to  purposes  over 
which  the  Federal  Ciovernment  has  no  power.  I  know 
that  there  ia  much  diversity  of  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
I  only  speck  my  own  views  and  those  of  my  State. 

The  distribution  of  the  aurplus  revenue  among  the 
Statea  i*  a  scheme  introduced  into  the  Senate,  under  the 
patronage  of  an  ableanddiilingiJshed  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  It  proposes  an  amendment  of  theconatitulion, 
so  as  to  authorize  the  distribution  of  the  (urplua  revenue 
unlit  1B42,  the  time  fixed  for  the  expiration  of  the  tariff 
law,  aa  regulated  by  what  is  familiarly  called  Ihe  com- 

Eromise  bill,  regulating  the  tariff*  until  that  time.  Thia 
ill  does  not  propoae  any  reatriction  upon  the  State*  at 
to  the  app'iciiion  of  their  respective  portions,  and  i*  not 
nisceptible  of  sll  the  objection*  to  its  const itutionafity  ac 
the  "land  bill."  It  only  involves  the  queition  of  the 
power  of  distribution  itself.  Tel,  air,  the  author  of  thia 
bill,  for  whoae  diacriminating  and  sagacious  mind  I  have 
the  highest  respect,  introduced  it  into  the  Senate,  and  it 
will  come  before  this  House,  admitting  the  want  of  con- 
stitutional power  in  this  Government,  and  seeking  tosup- 
ply  the  wsnt  of  power  by  amendment  of  the  constitution' 
Now,  sir,  if  there  is  no  power  to  distribute  Ihe  public 
money  in  the  eonalituUon,  where  is  the  power  to  dislrib- 
ute  the  public  lands?  Nowhere,  sir,  unless  it  can  be 
proved  that  there  is  more  danger  in  authorizing  this 
Oovemment  to  use  money  derived  from  duties  or  direct 
taxation,  than  from  public  lands.  I  humbly  believe  Ihe 
danger  is  the  same  from  either  aource;  the  principle  to 
wrong,  and  cannot  be  made  right,  because  of  tbe  source 
fVom  which  the  money  comes. 

The  tendency  of  Ibis  system  of  distribution,  if  once 
Introduced,  will  be  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Yes,  air, 
in  its  operation  it  will  destroy  the  sovereignty  and  re- 
apectabillty  of  Ihe  States;  it  will  demonliie  and  corrupt 
Ihe  people.  The  Stales,  instead  of  relying  upon  their 
own  energy  and  enterprise,  and  their  own  resources, 
wHI  have  their  eyes  turned  to  this  great  centre  of  attrac- 
tion, the  Federal  Government,  m  the  source  of  all  their 
wealth  and  prosperity;  every  aeiaion  of  Congress  willex- 
hlbit  the  s.ckening  and  disgusting  scene  ofthe  represent- 
atives  of  tbe  several  States  scrambling  for  their  portion*, 
each  returning  home  saying  to  hisconslituenls,  are  what 
the  Government  has  done  for  you.  The  State  Legisla- 
tures will  be  scuffling  to  find  subject*  lo  which  to  apply- 
the  bounty  ofthe  Federal  Government.  Sir,  it  haa  been 
aaid  that  "money  i* power."  It  i* true,  fata] ezprrlenoe 
proves  it  to  be  true,  in  addition,  then,  to  Ihe  power  of 
the  "  pune"  and  "  the  sword,"  now  in  the  hand*  of  thia 
Government,  fptt  it  this  power  of  enlarging  lis  influ- 
ence by  aothonzing  another  theatre  for  ita  employment^ 
and  1  would  not  give  a  tig  for  your  liberties.  The  waleh- 
fulness  and  vigilance  of  the  States  over  the  action  of  thlt 
Gavemment  will  be  lulled  into  a  fatal  confidence  and  ac- 
curityi  they  will  no  longer  stand  upon  the  battlement* 
of  liberty,  and  sound  Ihe  alarm  againat  approaching  dan- 
ger,  but  the  sentinels  wiJl  aleep  upon  their  watchea,  and 
the  enemy  enter  the  citadel  by  ateallh. 

The  people  will  no  longer  watch  the  action  of  Ihe 
Federal  Government  with  Iheir  accustomed  jealousy  and 
vigihince;  Ibe  deformities  of  the  fedeni  action,  and  ita 
gradual  approaches  to  despotism,  will  be  unperceived 
,  amidft  the  glare  and  splendor  of  .iu  mumficence  aitd 
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bounty.  Sir,  intf  rMt  \t  tha  nu'mipnnc:  of  huqun  tclJon, 
*ad  no  leheme  could  be  better  dcTiud  tu  opente  upon 

.it  lh*n(heie  diitr'ibution  icfaeinti.  They  >re  at  war, 
v'llaKy  at  war,  with  Ibat  fniealilj,  aimplicily,  and  poverty, 
«hjch   it  was  deii|rtied  tbould  attach   to  tbe   Federal 

.  Governmenlt  they  deatroy  the  Tcry  foundatiun  upon 
irtnoh  the  Mifety  and  durability  of  our  iaatitutiDiu  waa 
baaed.  I  do  not  ailribule  to  the  autbora  of  these  billi 
■ny  auch  deaigni — far  from  'A;  but  1  nuut  confeu  I 
ahould  view  tbeir  adoption  is  the  aure  precursora  of 
coiuolidation  and  iJtimate  deipoliam.  I  hope  my  fean 
may  be  unfounded.  I  conleae,  however,  they  will  be 
wriously  awakened  if  theae  acbemea  luceeed.  if  they 
be  adopted,  it  Is  easy  to  perceive  tliat  it  pavsi  the  way 
for  uiDlher  high  taritf  ayatem,  attd  an  unlimited  ayatem 
at  internal  improvementj  for,  air,  wben  the  people  ahall 
be  told  of  excciaive  taxation  b^  tariff,  tbey  will  be  told 
it  is  iromateriali  what  they  pay  in  tazea  they  ^t  back  in 
tbe  diatributlon;  and  thus  they  will  be  deluded  into  a 
ftlal  aecurity  apd  indifference  to  tbe  exercUe  of  the  tax- 
ing: power.  The  people,  air,  the  hard'workiog  tax- 
pajera,  will  never  get  back  any  part  of  the  taxes  they 
pay.  Tbe  indirect  manner  of  its  colleclion  conceala 
from  them  ita  onerous  burdena.  I  am  not  willing,  Hr. 
Chairman,  to  see  the  Statea  coaiing  in  humble  aupplica- 
tion,  asking',  at  the  hands  of  Ihil  Guvemmeni,  tiieir  due 
portiona  of  ita  bounty  and  its  muni6cence.  I  wish  to 
■ee  the  Stales,  in  ihcir  own  domestic  concerns,  looking: 
tottaeir  own  energies  and  their  own  rrsourcei,  forbidding 
the   dighleat  control  over   or  interference  with  them 

.  by  the  Federal  GorernoMnlt  above  al^  1  wish  to  avoid 
a  moneyed  dependence. 

There  i>  another    principle  involved    In  the  Utter 
Kbeme,  to  which  I  am  utterly  opposed,  aa  being  of  dan- 

-proua  tendency.  I  have  learned,  sir,  to  venerate  tbe 
conatilutlon  aa  a  system  of  fundamentbl  law,  framed  and 
adt^ted  upon  the  most  mature  and  deliberate  investigi- 
Ikini  an  instrument  intended  to  be  as  enduring  as  time, 
•nd  not  to  be  altered  upon  slight  and  trivial  occasion*, 
Amendments  should  only  be  made  to  introduce  perma- 
nent fundamental  principlea,  which  the  severest  teat  of 
experience  baa  demonatrated  to  be  salutary  and  neces- 
•ary.  If  it  be  sppraacbed  and  aorended  upon  slight 
and  trivial  occasion^  or  for  temporary  purpoaea,  it  will 
loae  all  that  veneration  and  respect  heceasary  to  lis  per- 
petuity and  faithful  observance.  It  will  occupy  no 
higher  grade  than  legislative  enactments,  and  be  re- 
peakd,  altered,  or  amended,  upon  the  most  slight  and 
.trilling  ocoaaiona,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  disadvantages 
of  eiceaaive,  precipitate,  and  capriciotu  legialation. 
This  amendment,  if  adapted,  ia  lo  last  five  or  wx  years, 
nod  then  die.  Bir,  upon  the  aame  principle,  other  tem- 
porary amendmenta  may  be  introduced,  until  finally  we 
shall  have  a  new  conatitulion,  aubveHing  all  the  princi- 
ples of  the  old;  for  it  la  not  to  be  doubted  that  these 
temporary  amendmenla  will  finally  become  peroianent 
principle*.  1  cannot,  sir,  upon  any  view  I  have  been 
able  to  take  of  this  subject,  bring  myself  to  vote  for 

.either  of  these  schemes,  or  fur  any  scheme  of  giving 
■way  the  public  landa.  So  dangerous  do  I  regard  them, 
that  I  would  prefer  resigning  my  seat  here  to  sustaining 
them  hy  my  votes. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Aluh] 

-claims  these  scheme*  of  dialribution  ai  naatter  of  right, 
and  strongly  declaims  against  the  expenditure  of  the 

.public  money  upon  tbe  SMhoard,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
West.  Sir,  in  Ihe  system  of  defence  proposed,  dots  it 
not  occur  lo  the  gentleman  that  the  defence  of  our 
maritime  frontier  Is  Ihe  defence  of  tbe  West?  Can  the 
West  be  endangered,  >ir,  by  a  foreign  invasion,  while 
tbe  Atlantic  States  auccesafully  retist  Ihe  invader*^  Are 
not  llie  AlUntlc  and  Oulf  towns  the  channel  of  transport- 
ation  for  all  tbe  export*  of  tbe  We*t.'     Certiia\f,  air, 


tbe  gentleman,  wben  he  rcBeols  upon  Ihiaauhjeiit,  will 
■tot,  for  be  cannot,  reaaon^ly  complain. 

I  do  not  intend  here,  Ur.  Cbairioan,  to  inquire  wbo 
haa  or  who  has  not  recommended  this  scheme  sT  distri- 
bution. I  am  well  aware  that  the  present  President,  ■> 
did  Mr.  Jefferson  durinf;  lila  adminitfration,  made  some 
undefined  suggestion*  for  the  distribution  of  tbe  surplM 
revenue  which  might  remain  in  Ihe  Treatoty  under  ' 
certain  conting«noie>i  yet  both  were  racre  auggettioita, 
acknowledging  the  diffioullie*  attendii^  it,  both  as  regards 
constitutional  power  «nd  corrupt  tendency,  and  weic 
never  earneatly  pressed.  Tbe  prMant  Fresidenl,  ia  moat 
emphatic  terms,  deprecated  tbe  idea  that  tbeacbeme.  If 
adopted,  should  be  ao  unrestrioted  a*  to  introduce  ioto 
Ihe  practice  of  the  Government  Ihe  habit  of  creating' 
■  aurplu*  revenue  for  the  purpoae  ofdistribiUian.  It  is 
matter  of  no  oonoern  with  me  who  does  at  dees  not 
Duintain  optniona  fiivorablo  to  this  scheme.  1  decide 
for  my*«lfilspeakmyownct)inionuponlhi*MbjectiaBd 
I  believe  the  etTeot  of  this  measure,  ifadopled,  will  be  to 
produce  that  state  of  things  to  deprecated  by  tbe  Pr«ai- 
dent— tbe  crealron  of  a  surplus  revenue  for  tbe  purpose 
ofdiatribuiion.  I  therefore  oppose  it,  and  would  do  m^ 
even  if  it  were  sanctioned  by  the  high  authority  of  An- 
drew Jackaon.  In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  tbe 
dangerous  tendency  of  tbia  proposed  plan  of  dillrifalition, 
I  am  ilrongly  foriined  by  the  opinions  of  tbe  honorable 
genllemanwhoia  the  reputed  author  of  the  scheme  now 
under  discussion.  In  a  speech  delivered  by  him  in  the 
other  branch  of  Ihis  body,  on  tbe  removal  of  the  depo*. 
ites,  lie  said:  "  There  ia  another  aspect  in  which  this 
subject  may  be  viewed.  We  alt  remember  how  early 
the  question  of  the  surpitu  revenue  began  to  sgilate  the 
country.  Ataveryeerly  p«riod,a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Hr.  Dickerson]  piMe«led  hi*  tobeBK  for  dis- 
posing of  it  by  diiiributii^  it  among  tbe  Stales.  I'he 
first  message  of  Ihe  President  reconmeiMled  a  siuufaR- 
project,  which  was  fallowed  up  by  a  movemeot  on  the 
part  of  ibe  Lcgialsture  of  New  York,  and,  I  believer 
some  of  tbe  ether  Statea.  The  public  attention  wa* 
aroused — Ihe  scheme  acrutiniaed,  it*  gross  unconsti- 
tutionality and  injustice,  and  its  dangerou*  tendency,  ita 
tendency  to  ahinbtbe  power  andexiitence  of  theStatet, 
were  clearly  perceived  and  denounced.  Tbe  denunci- 
ation was  too  deep  to  be  resisted,  and  the  scheme  waa 
abandoned." 

Thi)  slronfc  and  forcible  paragraph  imbodies  every  ob- 
jection which  I  have  urged  to  tbe  sctieme,  and  is  in  it- 
self sufBcionI,  in  my  humble  apprebenaion,  to  defeat 
Ihi*  dangerous  measure. 

ThehonorabtegenileinanfromTennetM«,[Hr,  Batt,] 
in  aacgning  Ihe  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to  aban- 
don *'lhe  party"  now  sustaining  Ihe  administration,  char- 
ges, 1*1.  That  tbe  administration  came  into  power  upon 
the  profeasion  of  one  set  of  principles,  and  practises  upon 
another.  3d.  That  the  administratioD  baa  been  groMly 
derelict  in  iti  duty  in  recommending  proper  meaaure* 
and  providing  for  the  Menoe  of  the  country.  3d.  That 
itspracticea  areprDdigalandcornipi,  in  tbe  employmeDt 
and  disburaement  of  the  public  funds  lued  in  dispensing 
thepatronageuf  theOuvernmenl.  And,  Mb.  Tbstil  baa 
attempted  lodelude  the  people,  and  produtw  public  ei^ite- 
ment  upon  aubjects  which  they  recommended,  and  never 
intended  lo  carry  out  into  practice.  Before,  however,  I 
proceed  to  anawer  theae  charge*,  I  propose  to  ascertain 
the  true  point  of  retponsiblliiy,  if  they  be  fotind  true. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  saya  be  al- 
tachea  but  a  slight  degree  of  responsibility  to  tbe  Presi- 
dent, for  the  practices  and  neglect  which  he  cbsrgea 
upon  the  adminittntioni  but  holds  bis  lieutenants,  a*  ho 
call*  Ihem,  reaponsible,  and  thinks  the  Vice  President 
hinMelf  sbould  be  held  aomewhat  reapansibk)  that  he 
cDgtH,  to  Kmie  estenli  lo  eaaniDe  into  the  pnolicM 
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af  the  GorerBiiMnt,  and  cornet  Kbuw*.  I  do  nut,  Hr. 
Clwirman,  concur  with  the  hononttle  genlteman  in  hit 
viewi  upon  the  Bubject.  I  bold  the  President  hinuelf 
reiponvble  for  all  >nd  ererj  ibuie  of  executive  neg- 
lect of  duty  or  kbuie  of  power.  The  con«litiilion  char- 
get  bin  with  the  whole  ezecutiTe  dutj;  he  appoinli  to 
office  and  remov ea  at  hia  will)  if  abuaet  eziat,  Ihe  coneti- 
lution  baa  placed  in  hia  hands  the  oorrective  powni  and 
if  he  fails,  whenever  he  hai  koowled^  of  aouae,  to  ap' 
ply  the  correotite,  I  hold  him  reapontible  to  the  coun- 
try, 1  will  not  aepanite  between  the  Preildent  and  ex- 
ecutive officen,  becauae  all  hia  duliet  conaiil  in  control- 
ling their  action  and  oorrectins  their  malepracticea.  It 
■•  note  abiuei  may  aometimet  eiiat  for  a  time  without 
hit  detection)  but  when  he  doea  delect  thera,  itiihia 
duty  to  oorredi  and  If  be  fiult,  he  it  deeply  reaporuihie. 
But  upon  what  principle  the  Vice  Prerident  ia  to  he  beU 
reipontihle,  I  oonfeM,  I  cannot  ditcem.  He  la  ctatrged 
by  tbe  contlitution  «tnplv  with  Ihe  duly  of  preriding 
over  tbe  deliberalioM  of  the  Senttei  he  can  neither  ap- 
point nor  rtmott  ao  executive  officer,  nor  can  he  con- 
stitutionally do  a  aln^e  executive  act,  unless  he  ia 
cbannd  with  tbe  dutie*  of  the  effice  of  President,  by 
the  death,  removal,  or  rcaignatioB,  or  disability,  of  the 
Preaident.  Sir,  tbe  Vlee  President  ii  upon  no  principle 
Tcapooaible  for  any  abuse*  of  the  Government,  however 
glaring  or  corrupt,  for  the  simple  reaion  that  he  baa  no 
conttitutionBl  power  to  correct  them.  It  is  obvious, 
however,  that  he  ii  lobe  held  responsible  by  hia  opponenU 
with  a  vietT  to  affect  him  in  tbe  coming  preaidential 
election. 

I  cone  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  eonnder  Ihe  charges 
of  the  honorable  gentlemin  from  Tennessee  against  the 
administration.  In  doing'  so,  I  thsU  attempt  to  defend 
the  administratioD  by  fact  and  reason.  1  shall  not  em- 
ploy opprobrious  party  epithets,  or  impeach  Ihe  motives 
of  any  man  upon  this  floor.  Conscious  of  the  integrity 
of  my  own  opinions,  1  shall  extend  to  others,  with  wliom 
I  differ,  as  much  credit  for  integrity  of  opinion  as  lolaia 
for  myself.  Knowing,  a*  I  d<^  the  ftlKbility  of  tbe  hti- 
Utan  mind,  and  I't  pronenesa  to  err,  and  being  unwilling 
to  claim  Co  myself  inlal  11  bilitj',  irfaett  and  reason  cannot 
be  found  to  austiin  my  opinions,  1  am  sure  denunciation 
will  not.  The  first  charge  wbicb  I  propose  to  consider 
Is,  that  tbe  administration  came  into  power  professing 
one  set  of  prineiplet,  and  that  it  practises  upon  another. 
Tbe  Ant  ioeciftcatino  made  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ten- 
iieasee  whiefa  I  shall  diteun  ia  the  subject  of  "  internal 
improvement."  Be  ehargea  that  lbs  present  adminia- 
iration  caime  into  power  profetring  oppoaiiion  to  this 
ayttem,  and  in  practice  bad  expended  more  money  than 
In  the  taiDe  period  of  any  pt«-exiating  administration. 
First,  then,  sir,  as  to  the  professsion,  and  then  the  prac- 
tice. And  here  J  might  t«l  the  defence  of  the  adminis- 
tration Bgaiost  this  charge,  by  limply  qnoting  from  the 
•peech  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Alum] 
(he  obarge  that  the  President  came  into  power  lavaring 
the  system  of  internal  improTements,  while  bis  practice 
baa  orerthrovD  it.  This  gentleman  read  an  extractfrom 
a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  Oovemor  of  Indiana, 
in  which  tbe  President  referi  to  his  votes  as  a  member 
of  the  Senate  upon  this  lubjecl,  and  anert*  bis  opinions 
to  be  unahered.  This  letter,  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
luekf  says,  deluded  the  West  into  the  aupport  of  the 
President.  He  says:  "This  letter,  throughout  tbe 
West,  was  considered  aa  removing  every  doubt,  and  the 
TOte  of  that  country  was  given  upon  ihe  faith  of  the 
podlive  pledge  it  contained."  The  gentleman  aarcitti- 
cally  isy*  that  this  pledge  was  redeemed  by  the  veto  of 
the  Haysville  road  bill,  and  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Louisville  canal,  in  the  latter  of  which  the 
President  expressed  this  sound  snd  orthodox  opinion: 
"Potilive  experience,  and  a  more  thorough  conddera- 
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tion  of  the  subject,  have  convinced  loe  [the  President] 
of  Ihe  impropriety  as  well  aa  inexpediency  of  such  In- 
vestments." After  the  gentleman  hid  spoken  of  Ihe 
shock  and  disappointment  which  the  Hsysville  and  Lou- 
iiville  canal  bad  produced  in  Ihe  Weal,  and  their  ten- 
dency to  weaken  the  tiea  which  hind  together  represent- 
ative and  oonstlluenl,  and  delving  <he  right  of  a  repre- 
sentative to  change  his  plc^red  opinion,  be  sayti  "  Hut 
it  waa  necessary  to  break  the  shock  which  this  disap- 
pointment caused  in  Ihe  West." 

This  purpose  was  accomplished,  i^yt  the  gentleman, 
in  the  mcaaage  of  1839.  Sir,  this  is  certainly  a  most 
singular  slate  of  thii^p.  The  force  of  the  shock  and 
disappointment  ereat^  by  the  Haysville  veto  message  of 
May,  1030,  in  the  Weil,  is  broken  by  the  annual  mes- 
sage oTDecember,  1829.  Most  singular:  the  force  afa 
shock  ^bich  took  place  in  Hay,  1830,  ii  broken  by  a 
me^^c  delivered  about aixmonllis  befure!  I  leave  Che 
gentleman  to  make  the  best  of  this  argument  he  can] 
for  it  is,  I  admit,  greatly  beyond  my  comprehension.  In 
addition  to  this  testimony,  I  will  ofier  that  of  Mr.  Clay, 
who  pronounced,  I  think  in  1K4,  the  death  of  hit  fiivor- 
ite  system  of  internal  improvement,  under  the  blow  given 
it  by  tbe  Haysville  veto.  Every  member  knows  tbe 
particular  solicitude  with  which  that  gentleman  watched 
over  this  ftvorite  system;  and  that,  from  hia  public  or 

Srivate  relation*  with  the  President,  he  would  not  he 
isposed  to  do  him  more  than  jutticei  yet,  as  late  *> 
1834,  he  pronounced  the  system  cruahed  beneath  the 
power  of  Ihe  veto.  Now,  sir.  Ibis  gentleman,  or  Ihe 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  is  mistaken.  But,  sir,  at  to 
the  professed  principles  of  the  President  upon  tbii  sub- 
ject, when  he  came  into  office,  independent  of  Ihia 
testimony,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  satisfactorily  to  prove 
that  Ihe  Prendent,  in  Ihe  adminlBtntlon  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  has  been  consistent  with  himself,  in  prafeision  and 
practice,  in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  Usysville  veto 
was  the  first  occaalon  upon  which  the  President  made  a 
particular  avowal  of  his  opinions  upon  this  all-important 
tjueslion  of  conslitutianal  power,  in  which  he  denie*  Ihe 
right  of  thU  Government  to  construct  works  of  internal 
improvement  within  tbe  boundaries  of  a  State,  or  to  ap- 
propriate money  in  aid  of  such  works,  by  subscriptions 
for  B'ock  or  otherwise.  Re  avows,  also,  Ihe  opinion 
that  this  Government  has  the  power  to  appropriate  money 
for  removing  obstaclea  from  and  improving  the  navigable 
rivers  within  tbe  limits  of  a  State,  or  where  it  is  the 
boundary  between  States,  and  for  constructing  works  of 
improvement  in  the  Territoriest  in  all  of  which  he  dia. 
tinguishes  between  works  of  a  national  and  those  of  a 
mere  local  character.  The  President,  however,  in  the 
veto  message,  expresses  himtelf  doubtfiilly  of  whst  it 
the  true  boundary  line  within  which  the  Government 
may  appropriate  money,  and  recommends  suchsn  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  a*  will  place  the  exercise  uf  this 
imporlant  power  upon  It*  true  ground,  defining  the  line 
over  which  the  Government  shall  not  go,  and  putting  to 
rest  forever  this  vexed  question.  The  President  re- 
peated, in  each  of  his  succeeding  messages,  the  diffl- 
eulty  under  which  he  labored,  and  Ihe  recommendation 
ofa  conatitutlonsi  amendment,  to  relieve  Ihe  Executive 
from  the  difficulty.  This  recommendation  of  his,  merely 
to  define  by  constitutional  decUralian  this  power,  hat 
not  been  responded  to  by  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  tbe  responvbility  for  its  failure  rests  upon 

It  cannot  be  forgolten  that  Ihe  Haysville  veto  waa 
halted  with  eothuuattic  delight  by  the  opponents  of 
this  power,  as  cutting  off  the  whole  system  of  local  im- 
provements within  tbe  limits  of  the  States,  and  though 
not  achieving  the  whole,  yet  achieving  much,  very  muco, 
for  the  principle  of  strict  contlruction.  All  the  public 
Journal*  so  regarded  it,  aad  this  wai  tbe  view  which 
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«*■  taken  by  the  whole  tiktion.  Thii,  nr,  ii  (h«  principle 
which  Ihe  adminiitration  proreuedi  and  1  contend  that 
in  all  Ihe  appropriation!  for  worlu  of  Inlemal  improve- 
ment, none  htfe  been  constructed  qf  a  local  chancier, 
incompatible  with  the  principle*  avowed  in  the  Maya- 
ville  Tela  and  aubiequent  mcsuKea.  ir  there  is  one,  lir, 
U  faai  escaped  my  memory,  and  I  ihould  like  to  know  it, 
for  I  wiah  to  know  the  truth. 

[Mr.  Wi»  tOK  and  laid,  that  underatanding  hia  hon- 
orable colleague  [Hr.  GAmi,iaD]  to  inquire  or  to  aak  for 
A  apecification  of  any  act  of  approbation  by  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  principle  of  internal  improvenent  lince  hii 
veto  of  (lie  Mayavitle  road  bill,  he  would,  with  hia  co^ 
league'i  permieston,  apecify  a  aingle  initance  during  the 
lait  Confrreaa. 

Mr.  Gibuhd  gave  way,  and  Hr.  Wiai  proceeded  to 
itate  that  during  the  lait  Congreaa  there  waa  a  bill  of 
appropriation  for  the  eonitructlon  of  certain  harboraon 
the  Ukea,  in  the  Blatei  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  That 
when  that  bill  came  up  for  consideration,  bii  colleague 
[Hr.  Mibckb]  mored  to  amend  it,  by  adding  an  item  of 
Uiirtj  thouaand  dollars,  or  thereabout,  for  autTeya  Tar 
works  of  internal  improvement.  Thit  aum  liaa  been  for 
■everal  yeara  annually  appropriated  for  internal  improve- 
ment, and  had  ever  been  coniidered  the  foundation  of 
the  whole  ayatem.  It  waa  the  nucleui,  the  ncal  egfr,  of 
work*  of  internal  improvement (  for  without  previous 
•urveya  no  works  whatever  could  be  conitrueied.  It 
involved  the  wboit  principle  of  the  ay  item,  without  limi- 
tation, without  the  refined  distinction  ever  involved  in 
the  word"  national."  Bo  viewed,  whenlhisamendment 
was  offered  to  this  harbor  bill,  a  few  strict  conitruclion- 
itts  from  the  South,  of  whom  t  was  one,  determined  to 
make  one  more  effort  to  resist  the  principle  of  internal 
improvement,  and  to  strike  a  blow  at  Ihe  very  founda- 
tion of  the  system.  Accordingly,  when  the  bill  came 
up,  aeveral  gentlemen  and  myself  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  "  the  party,"  particularly  from  New  Torfc,  to 
■id  us  in  resisting  ibis  amendment  of  my  colleague, [Mr. 
Uuoaa.]  My  honorable  colleague,  [Hr.  Abcjiib,]  when 
theamendment  was  oflered,  called  lur  the  yeasandnays, 
knd,  tuour  gratlR cation,  it  was  rejected  by  ibe  voiesof 
"the  parly"  from  New  York,  united  with  the  slrict 
constructionists  of  tb;  South.  We  congratulaled  our- 
Bclvesupon  the  Iriuinph;  and  I  remember  well  that  I  waa 
cordially  congratulated  by  several  gentlemen  from  New 
York  upon  the  evidence  which  they  had  (Iten  given  us 
that  they  were  with  the  3oulh  on  the  question  ol  internal 
improvemenlB.  I  relied  upon  iheir  evidences  and  their 
smiles,  but  bm  doomed  to  diwppoinlmcni,  and,  in  turn, 
to  defeat  My  colleague  [Mr.  Hiacaa]  >nd  the  national 
republicans,  as  they  are  called  generally,  seeing  the 
manner  in  which  Iheir  favorite  approprialion  for  surveys 
had  beendefealeditumedaroundand  united  wilhlbe  strict 
const ructionilti  in  voting  against  the  harbors  of  New 
York  and  Ohio.  Thus  we,  in  fact,  defeated  tbe  whole 
bill;  but  the  rejection  laated  only  twenly-four  hours,  for 
the  moment  "the  party"  of  New  York  saw  their  harbors 
bit,  Ihey  forgot  they  were  againtt  tbe  principles  of  in- 
ternal improvcmeni,  which  they  admitted,  and  all  admit, 
ia  involved  In  the  appropriation  for  surveys,  came  in  the 
next  day,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  tbe  vote  rejecting 
the  smendnlent  of  my  colleague — it  was  moved  by  Hr. 
IlKaBiisi.It,  ofNewYork.  The  amendment,  then,  was 
passed  by  their  voles.  The  vote  rejecting  the  harbors 
waa  then  reconsideredj  the  bill  containing  surveys  and 
harbors  was  paiaedi  and  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States  signed  and  sanclioned  the  act,  with  all  its  features 
of.internal  improvement,  in  every  form.j 

Mr-  GaBLABD  resumed.  1  do  not  doubt  at  all  tbe 
truth  of  the  statement  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia. I  know  he  would  make  no  intentional  misstate- 
ment) nor  ia  it  mftlecial  to  my  argiuuciit  tg  vindicate  or 


defiiDd  the  course  of  membera  on  this  floor,  who  stay  act 
inconsistently  with  themaelvea:  ihsl  ia  their  own  buii- 
nesa,  with  which  I  ^ave  no  concern,  and  with  which  [ 
■ball  not  meddle;  but!  do  not  think  tbe  130,000,  refer- 
red to  by  my  colleague,  at  all  conflicts  with  the  truth  of 
the  aaaenion;  for  there  ia  nothing  in  it,  nor  has  thcra 
been  any  practice  under  ii,  incompatible  with  the  pHn> 
ciples  of  the  Maysrille  veto.  The6rit  sppropriation  for 
plans  and  surveys  waa  made  on  tbe  30ih  of  April,  1S24, 
and  ii  in  these  words:  "Be  U  mcded,  Uc.,  That  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Stales  ia  hereby  authorized  ta 
cauae  the  neceasary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimalei^  to  be 
made  of  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  stay 
deem  of  national  importance  in  a  commercial  or  military 
point  of  view,  or  necessa^  for  the  Iraniportation  of  the 
public  mail;  designalmg,  in  the  ease  of  each  canal,  what 
points  may  be  made  capable  of  sloop  navigation,"  &c.( 
in  which  ihc  surveys  to  be  made  are  to  be  for  works  of 
"  national  importance;"  and  in  ita  execution  restricted' 
to  such  wurks  as  are  of  national  importance  in  a  com- 
mercial or  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  tbe 
Iransporlation  of  the  public  mail.  The  first  appropria- 
tion fur  this  object  during  this  adminiitration  is  in  ihes* 
words:  "  For  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to 
nuking  examinations  and  surveys  for  national  woika 
under  the  act  of  the  30th  April,  182^  &c.,  thirty  tbw 
asnd  dollsra."— Act  of  Usy  31,  1B30,  in  which  the  ap- 
propriation directly  refers  to  the  surveys,  &o.,  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  1834,  and  only  mcorporatea  tb« 
principles  of  that  act.  Every  appropriation  since  it  in 
the  same  language,  and  is  made  to  procure  Ihe  aurveys, 
plans,  &c.,  contemplated  by  the  act  of  18S4|  and  ia  ex- 
pressly restricted  to  Ibc  objects  named  in  that  act. 
Whatever,  then,  is  wrong  in  the  annual  spproprialioa 
referred  to  by  my  friend  from  Vii^inJa,  ia  to  be  traced 
lo  Ihe  act  of  1824,  for  which  tbe  republican  adnunia- 
Iration  of  Mr.  Monroe  it  responsible.  In  that  act,  th« 
distinction  ia  taken  between  local  and  national  work*, 
and  is  the  distinction  taken  in  the  Maytville  veto,  and 
running  throughout  tbe  mesnges  of  President  Jackson. 
[  admit,  air,  fur  I  never  will  disguise  truth  for  any  con- 
sideration, that  this  annual  appropriation  of  30,000  dol> 
tart  contains  within  it  a  principle  of  internal  improve- 
ment, not  an  unrestricted  and  unlimited  principle,  auch 
aa  waa  claimed  by  Ihe  preceding  administration,  but  ■ 
restricted  principle,  restricted  to  nalional  works,  th« 
very  principle  of  the  veto.  Yet,  tir,  I  am  free  10  con- 
fesa  thai  this  principle  ia  broader  than  my  own  notion 
of  constitutional  power,  aod  incompatible  with  the  atrict 
doctrine  of  tbe  Virginia  school  upon  this  subject.  I  di*- 
■gree  with  the  President  aa  to  the  power  which  he  at- 
aerli  over  rivers  within  a  State,  or  where  tbe  jurisdic- 
tion of  two  Stales  extends  over  it.  i  am  not  attempting 
lo  prove  thai  the  doctrines  of  the  President  are  entirely 
in  accordance  with  the  Virginia  doctrines  upon  this  sub- 
ject) I  know  they  are  not,  and  lie  never  pretended  that 
they  were.  I  am  only  conlendiog  that  he  is  consistent 
with  himself  in  prirtcipic  and  practice  in  relation  to 
this  tubjedi  and  in  this  praclice  he  haa  doite  much, 
very  much,  lo  restore  the  practice  uf  the  GovemmeM 
to  the  Irue  constitutional  tlandard,  for  which  he  liat  my 

To  prove  that  llie  practices  of  the  administration  in  the 
expenditure  of  Ihe  annual  approprialion  foTBurveyB,tca., 
before  referred  to,  have  been  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  the  veto,  I  here  read  an  extract  from  the 


veys,  ice,  upon  the  principle  upon  which  thia  fund  it 
expended,  and  proving  that  not  one  cent  has  been  ex- 
pended upon  local  works.  ■■  The  rules  (says  the  re- 
port} which  have  been  prescribed  fur  tbe  office  in  tbew 
miltera  are  at  foUowt:  that — 
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"  1.  Burrefi  ordered  b^  kw,  and  for  which  there  are 
pnenilly  ipecific  appro priition*,  should  be  attended  to. 

"  3.  Surrer*  ordered  by  rewlutiom  of  CongreM. 
The  cxpenM*  of  Iheae  are  paid  out  of  the  anniial  appro- 
priation for  auTTeyi,  including  Ihe  pa^  of  civil  eagincen, 
which  ia  taken  out  of  the  aame  appropriation. 

"  3.  8urre]ra.of  a  national  or  highly  iaterealln^  cois- 
mereial  character,  applied  for  by  Stttea  or  inearporttcd 
conpanioa.  In  theaecaaea,  aueh  officeraaacanbeapared 
(with  their  initrumenla)  are  allowed  to  be  aaaigned. 
All  other  expense*,  including  tboie  Tor  idditional  engi- 
neera  or  additional  inatrumenta,  arc  aupplied  by  the  par- 
tiea  interetted  in  the  annrey,  the  United  Statea  being 
eubjected  to  no  charge  on  theae  account!)  or,  in  other 
wordi,  confining  the  aid  from  the  United  Stale*  to  tlie 
mere  loan  of  »uch  engineera  and  of  tucb  inatrainenti  at 
can  be  CDnvenienliy  apired." 

Here,  then,  ii  proof  that  the  manner  in  wfaich  Ihii 
annual  appropriation  ia  diibuned  ii  compatible  with  the 
atricteat  lelier  ofthe  Haynitle  veto,  f  uk,  then,  what 
Mrveyhatbeen  made  in  conflict  wilhitF  [Mr.  Miacianid 
"that,  M  hia  coHeagne  had  called  for  ■  caie,  he  would 
I^TCtheaurrey  foraahip  canal  around  the  Niagara  falli.] 
It  ia  true,  the  aurrey  of  the  canal  dengnated  by  my 
honorable  colleague  [Hr.  Mibcbb]  waa  made  by  the 
topographical  department,  but  not  one  cent  of  tbe  ex- 
penae  wu  paid  out  of  the  public  noneyi  it  wa*  |>aid  for 
by  private  aubacripUon.  Hy  colleague  alio  deaignate* 
Man  Hill  road,  in  the  Stale  of  Maine,  as  a  local  work, 
at  war  with  the  principle!  of  the  Mayiville  veto.  This, 
air,  ia  a  military  niad,  conitructed  from  a  military  poal 
on  the  Maine  and  Canada  frontier  into  the  interior  of 
Maine,  by  which  auppliea  are  tranaporled  to  that  post, 
and  ia  the  only  road  by  which  they  can  be  tranaportcd. 
Tbii  being  a  military  road,  and  neceuary  to  military 
operation,  connected  with  a  military  poa^  (a  certainly 
constitutional.  Ithinkthecaacaaingledoutare  notatall 
at  war  with  the  profened  principleaof.the  Prendrnt, 
and  that  I  have  tticceeded  in  proving  that  hia  practice* 
uponthia  aubject  are  ia  alriet  conforauiy  with  biapro- 
Inacd  principles. 

The  charge  of  prodigal  and  exceanTe  expenditure* 
upon  work*  «f  internal  improrenent  by  thia  •dminiatr*' 
tion.  when  impartially  and  thoroughly  examined,  will  be 
ftnind  anpjatainable.  The  whole  amount  expended  is 
#4,930,176  93,  excluding  tbe  eipendilure*  of  the  year 
IS39t  for  the  expenditures  of  1839  were  the  rcMiltofap- 
propriationa  made  in  the  preceding adnuniMratim.  There 
must  also  be  deducted  Ihe  whole  expenditure  upon  the 
Cumberland  road,  amounting  to  ^3,600,511.  Thii  road 
was  luthoriied  and  commenced  in  Mr.  JefTertun'i  ad- 
miniitration,  has  been  the  subject  of  apprcpriatione  by 
every  succeeding  adminiatmtk>t>,  and  could  tiot,  with 
propriety,  be  vetoed  by  Ihe  President,  as  tbe  whole  work, 
*□  far  a*  completed,  would  have  beenloal.  The  actal 
regard  unconitilutional,  although  auctioned  by  the  high 
authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  ahall  vote  against  any  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  It.  The  President,  in  bi*  Haya- 
ville  veto,  expressly  disapprobstes  Ihe  original  lawt  yet 
be  Bvowedabia  determination  not  to  arrest  work*  com- 
menced by  hi*  predecessors.  From  this  amoanl  is  also 
to  be  deducted  C38S,300  93  for  expenditures  upon 
works  sulhoriied  and  commeDced  by  preceding  adnin- 
iatreiioni,  leaving  the  nett  aum  of  #1,941,434  56  expend- 
ed by  authority  of  Ihe  present  administration,  and  for 
Which  it  is  alone  responsible.  This  expenditure,  mode- 
rate when  cempared  with  the  amount  charged  upon  tbe 
administration  by  its  opponents,  has  been  expended 
principally  in  the  improvement  of  liajs,  harbors,  and  nav- 
igablo  riTCr*,  for  the  aecommodatioD  of  foreign  and  do- 
mestio  commerce,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, which  are  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Govern- 
ment    View  this  subject,  then,  in  its  true  light,  and  all 


will  admit  that,  in  relation  to  it,  gross  injustice  ha*  been 
done  to  this  administration.  In  its  course  there  is  much 
to  approve,  but  little  to  diaapprove. 

But  if  the  amount  of  expenditure  upon  objects  of  in* 
lemal  improvement  ha«  elicited  so  much  alarm,  I  aik 
bow  much  is  the  country  indebted  lathe  firmness  ofthe 
President  in  arresting  Ihe  many  local  and  extravagant 
scheme*  which  were  proposed,  and  aboul  to  be  propo. 
sed,  when  the  Msysvillc  veto  was  preaentedf  It  is  udd 
there  were  in  hills  and  reports,  in  both  Houses,  in  the* 
aeuien  preceding  the  Mayiville  veto,  ichemes  of  a  gen* 
eral  and  local  character  which  would  have  coit  Ihe  Qoy. 
ernment  upwards  of  {100,000,000.  [Mr.  Hibcix  in- 
terposed, and  said  that  "Ihe  Btatement  wai  nottruet  that 
he  had  before  pronounced  it  fslsei  that  all  the  billa  and 
achemes  reported  by  the  committees  would  not  bare 
coat  one  fifth  of  that  sum. "J 

I  make  the  statement,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  Ihe  author- 
ity of  Ihe  Preaident's  message  of  December,  1834,  which 
I  now  have  before  me.  Whether  the  President  or  my 
colleague  it  miataken,  I  shall  not  here  stop  to  delerminet 
it  ii  matter  of  calculation.  The  reports  and  bill*  ir* 
here,  and  will  apeak  for  tbemaelvea,  and  correct  any  er- 
ror of  calculation  in  relation  lo  them.  Whether  the  er- 
ror be  with  my  colleague  or  the  President,  it  ia  immate- 
rial now  for  me  lo  determine,  for,  in  either  ease,  a  very 
prodigal  and  exceaiive  expenditure  hatbeeit  prevented. 
Thia  lb  not  all  upon  the  aame  authority)  it  is  staled  that 
there  were  petitions  and  memoriala  for  works  of  internal 
improvement,  which  were  estimated  at  about  #100,- 
000,000  more.  If  this  he  so,  and  I  do  not  doubt  il,  I 
ask  if  the  country  does  not  owe  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  present  adminiMrition  for  the  achievement  of  to 
much  ofprinciple  and  of  economy?  I  leave  the  impar- 
lial  to  decide  upon  this  subject.  Whatever  blame  there 
ia  must  rest  upon  Congreaa,  as  thesnnexed  table  show* 
what  has  been  estimated  by  the  administation  for  pur- 
posei  of  internal  improvement,  and  what  has  been  appro- 
priated by  Congreaa. 

Eitimale.  Appropriation. 

1S31  |639,S16  59  #1,035,494  44 

1833  1,018,611  33  1,380,006  75 

1833  l,0n,9S3  30  1,090,953  30 

1834  1,533,87'1  00  1,777,757  36 


#4,193,883  13 


Eiccm  over  executive  estimates       #1,000,239  73 

The  increase  of  work*  necessarily  increased  estimate* 
for  their  continuance. 

Thenext  subject  of  complaint  in  support  of  the  charge 
that  this  admin istralion  hat  not  practised  upon  iti  profess- 
ed principles,  ia,  the  extravagance  and  prodigality  ofita 
expenditures.  Determining  the  truth  of  this  charge,  it 
is  necessary  to  detemtinc  the  true  gignificalion  and  mean- 
ingofthe  word  economy)  whether  the  principle  of  econ- 
omy i*  lo  be  determined  by  the  necessity,  propriety, 
and  vslue  of  Ihe  aubjeot  upon  which  an  expenditure  is 
made,  or  whether  it  is  la  be  delermined  by  the  nter« 
>nt  of  dollars  and  cents  expended.  I  contend,  and 
nk  no  genlieman  will  contradict  it,  that  the  tru* 
liple  of  economy  must  be  determined  by  the  nece*> 
lity,  propriety,  and  value,  ofthe  subject  of  expendiluret 
ne  Iboustnd  dollars  may  be  lavjahly  and  prodigally 
rn  aaray,  while  million*  may  be  usefully  and  econom- 
ically expended  upon  ■ubjeeia  of  great  importance  and 
value  to  the  nation.  If  this  be  Ihe  true  atsndard  to  test 
the  economy  of  the  adminial ration,  it  will,  all  circum- 
stances consjdered,  bear  a  safe  comparison  with  any  pre- 
ceding administration.  It  is  true  it  exhibits  more  In 
amount,  except  during  Ihe  late  war;  yet,  when  Ihe  sub- 
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jecti  upon  which  the  eicon  of  expenditure  bM  been 
mxile  ire  taken  into  the  itccount,  ill  reaionablciiesi  and 
propriety  are  mhie  nunifett,  and  every  luspicioii  ot 
prodigality  dis^pkCed.  The  fallowing  table  pretenta  a 
coiDparalive  view  of  the  expendilurea  of  this  adminiatra- 
tion  with  the  two  preceding.  It  eih'ibits  the  aggregate 
ofllie  ordinary  and  usual  eipendituree,  a*  alio  of  Ibe 
extraordinary,  and  lueli  at  will  not  be  permanently  In- 
corpoiated  into  tbe  annual  eipenditurea  of  Ibe  QoTern- 

Eipenditurea  of  the  United  Slates  from 

1821  to  1828,  ineluaire  -  tfl80,404,BaS  43 

Whereof  there  was 
paid  oi\  account  of 
the  public  debt)      #83,617,985  34 

For  lands  rrtmqulibed 

under  Indian  treaties    1,362,7^3  26 

For  pensions— revolu- 
tionary and  other    -  10.063,702  76 

For  uilernal  improre- 


burs,  roads,  break- 
waters, and  canals  • 
For  the    Cumberland 
road  and  continua- 

For  clainu  and  awsr^a 
under  treaties  with 
foreign  Powers       -    6,186,837  94 

For  balancei  due  to 

Slates  •  ■       763,963  93 

For  building  custom- 
housca  and  light- 
houses        •  .       630,645  70 

For  tbe  relief  of  indi- 
viduals— revolution- 
ary and  other  private 
cUioM  -  ■    1,367,460  99 


643,171  72 


«74,46e,756  81 


Eipendllures  ofihe  United  Ststeifrom 
1829  to  1835,  inclusive,  and  inchjd- 
ing  the  estimated  expenditureof  1836  #303,871,956  96 

Whereof  there  *ss 
paid  on  account  of 
the  debt      -  #63,533,394  36 

For  bnds  relinquished 

under  Indian  treaties    4,881,373  33 

For  penuons — revolu- 
tionary and  other    -  16,370,687  59 

For  internal  improve- 
inents,inc1udingsur- 
veyt,  porta  snd  har- 
bors, breakwaters 
and  canals   -  -    6,543,196  33 

For  Cumberlsnd  road 

and  continuation     -    3,546,137  33 

For'a wards,  &c., under 
treaties  with  foreign 
Powers        -  .    1,207,446  75 

Balances  due  to  Slates    3,700,311  35 

For  building  custom- 
houses  and  light- 
houses        ■  .    1,167,147  45 

For  relief  of  individu- 
als, revolutionary 
and  other  private 
claim*  -    1,493,513  59 


funded 
For  the  discbarge  of 
sundry     judgments 
against  tbe  U.  S.     -       301,113  53 


#50.000  00 

1,913,433  00 

366,810  00 


■      104,557,016  54 

For  extraordinary  eipendiluns,  pec 
esllmate  for  lEB6t 

Debt    - 

Pensions 

Indian  treaties 

lotemsl  improreiMBts, 

tc.  -  -       VTi.izi  W 

Cumberland  road         -       500,000  OO 

Amount  of  extra  expen- 
ditures in  the  esU- 
mate  of  the  War  De- 
partment     •  -    1,518,063  00 

Do.  do.  for  the  Navy 
" -    5,908,751  75 


#115,193,838  1« 


Bitto  from  1831  to  1838,  inclusive 


Whieh  is  acoounted  for  aa  follows: 

By  the  excess  of  eipendituree  from 
1839  to  1836.  (indudiag  the  esti- 
mates of  1836,)  over  iboae  from  1831 
to  1838: 

On  account  of  the  Le. 
giriature      -  -  #1,616.899  85 

Judiriiry      ,  -  837,743  79 

Army  proper  and  forli- 

"— ' —  -    6,000,648  36 


Scat  101 


Navy* 

Survey  of  public  lands 

Mint,  new  boildingi^&c. 

Territories 

All  other  expenses,  in- 
oUiding  increase  on 
account'  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  pub- 
lie  lands,  the  OenenI 
Post  Office,  inter- 
course with  foreign 
nations,  &c.  . 

Difference,  as  above 


,757,993  31 
93,303  50 
348,415  09 
333,316  33 


.   #K309,371  99 


Balsnce  ofspproprlations  for  internal 
improvementa  on  the  31^  Decem- 
ber, 1838     ■  -  .  - 

Balance  on  account  of  the  Cumberiand 

Tbe  expenditure  in  1833  over  that  of 
1833.  exclusive  of  payment  on  ac- 
couut  of  the  dsbt,  waa 
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aom 


AtMiiicfrom  p^neab  an  aoogont  oC— 


Indian  ti«»tiei 

Dotiea  refunded 

Award*  under  the  trei- 
ty  with  Denmark    - 

Purchaiing  the  right 
to  the  Washington 
Canal  Companj',  and 
othempenaea  inthe 
Diflrict 


-  #3,404,731  00 

-  903.511  34 
.        701,760  70 


The  anrregate  erpenditure  of  Hr.  Adamt'a  adminia- 
tntion  ma  •50,501,913  SI.  The  flrat  fnarrearaof  thia 
Bdniniilmion,  156,370,480  63(exceaa,  •5,763,567  41. 
Thia  eiceaa  of  expenditure,  by  thia  adminiatrmtion,  for 
tbe  firat  four  yeara,  orerthe  preceding  &ur  yean,  U 
to  be  principally  found  under  two  hr»Hi  miirfilanf 
oui  and  nihtani  in  tbe  miKellaneoui,  embracing  a 
large  number  of  private  clainu  to  an  amoont  nererbe- 
fi>re  aHowed)  the  cscew  of  ezpanditure  in  this  over  Hr. 
Adami'a  adminiatration  is  93,798,081  98)  and  in  Ihe  ap- 
prapiiation*  for  the  military  department,  embracir"'  "-"- 
alona,  Indian  annaitie^  purcbaae  of  Indian  lands,  ai 


from  which  take  the  balance  before  itaied  orC5,769,- 
567  41,  1ea««  ■  balance  of  ordinary  eipendiCurea  of 
•1,344,704  43  in  fa.or  of  IhU  sdminiatrstiont  but  from 
Ibis  must  be  deducted  •1,000,000  nid  by  Hr.  Adinw's 
adminislnlion  towards  the  treaty  o7  Ghent,  leaTinr  the 
nett  tMlauce  of  •344,703  43|  and  thb,  too,  under  the 
circunutaneea  of  increaaed  populatioo,  largely  increased 
commerce,  and  inercaaed  foreign  rehtioot.  I  challenge, 

.._j..  .1 .„_  u„j,  of  appropriation,  to  be  shown  a 

idicious,  or  prodigal  item  of  appro- 
Bulationa  are  made  ezcluaiTe  of  the 
public  debt.  Tbe  annexed  table  presents  a  compatatiTe 
view  of  Ihe  expenditures  of  tbia  adminiairstion,  em- 
bracing tbe  estimate*  for  Ihe  current  year,  in  comparl- 
•ou  with  tbe  eight  precediug  years,  inelurivo  and  ei- 
cliuive  of  the  public  debt,  showing  in  what  way  the  ex- 
penditures of  this  administration  Bare  been  increaaed, 
either  in  its  ordinary  ezpenditurta  or  on  extraordinary 
objecta.  I  invite  particular  acrutiny,  and  feel  no  doubt 
that  it  will  remove  from  tbe  admbiatration  tbe  slightest 
naputatioo  ol  prodigaUty.  The  items  of  increase  are 
•ueh  as  hare  been  sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  such  aa 
Ito  country,  viib  some  few  exceptions,  will  gcnenlly 


(Mr.  Box  «aid  he  did  not  charge  that  the  gcnersl  ex- 
penditures of  tbU  adminislralion  exceeded  those  of  the 
late  admiuistralion.  Hi*  charge  waa,  that  those  branches 
of  tbe  public  expenditures  which  were  most  lisble 
to  suspicion  and  abuse,  and  which  depended  upon  tbe 
discretion  of  Ihe  officers,  had  increased  under  Ibis  ad- 

I  am  gratified  that  the  honorable  genileman  so  ex- 
plain*, and  it  reliavea  me  from  the  neceasiiy  of  saying 
iDuoh  mere  upon  thia  aubject. 

But  if,  upon  Ibe  moat  fesildiouaprindple*  of  economy, 
tba  cbatn  of  extravagance  can  be  wstained,  it  Is  not 
chargeable  opoa  the  exeeutire  adminiatration,  but  upon 
CongTM*.  A*  a  proof,  1  here  exhibit  a  table  diowing 
the  eMinate  made  and  recommended  by  the  Executive, 
and  tbe  wpropriatioaa  made  by  Congrea*,  embradnr  tbe 
yeaia  1831,  1833,  1833,  1834.  and  1835.  in  wbieb  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  appropriatioiM  made  by  Congress  ex- 
ceed the  cedmatea  of  the  Eiecntive  by  fifteen  nillioM 
four  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  ntncty- 
■  itt  dollar*  and  three  oenta. 


Extatthe  tMlbaatt*  aad  igiprepnalierit  h/  Congrm. 


1833 
1834 
1335 


Estimates. 
•11,853,911  09 
13,864,099  38 
17.995,581  17 
18,057,488  73 
17,183,541  53 

77,953,631  89 


•13,588,681  39 
18,397,751  83 
33,695.782  65 
30,968,993  49 
17,730.908  57 


•15.416.495  03 


Upon  what  principle,  I  would  ssk,  can  the  adminU- 
tralion  be  held  responaible  for  the  prodigal  appropria- 
tlcn  by  CoDgren?  Upon  none  that  I  can  perceive. 
Cong7«tt  is  particularly  chai^ifed  by  the  constitution 
with  appropriation*  of  the  public  monoy.  The  adminis- 
lralion does  not  elect  the  Represenlativeg,  but  th^ 
people  do  it,  and  it  is  for  Ihe  people,  suilaining  the 
principle*  of  the  administration,  la  elect  such  Repre- 
■enlativessi  will  sustain  and  carry  out  those  principles 
which  they  demand  at  the  hands  of  the  administration, 
or  it  is  impassible  the  adminitlration  can  effect  its 
wishes.  Somehoyr  or  other,  upon  some  auhjects,  tbe 
friends  of  the  administtalion  have  never  been  united, 
and  have  thus  thwarted  the  effort*  of  Ihe  Executive  to 
carry  out  some  of  its  vstusble  and  important  prinoiple& 
The  President  cannot,  with  reasonable  propriety,  veto 
money  bills  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Got- 
emmenli  hence  tbe  res pcntibi lily  for  the  failure  of  the 
administration  la  reduce  Ihe  expenditures  of  the  Gor- 
ernmenl,  to  a  great  extent,  rests  with  the  people  them' 
selves.  The  cure  of  the  evil  is  alone  in  their  hands. 
In  1B33,  from  the  increase  of  the  pension  lii(,  the  In- 
dian war,  purchases  oF  Indian  lands,  and  various  other 
causea.  the  expenditure  of  the  Government  greallv  in- 
cressed,  but  In  1834  diminished  about  4,000,060  dollarsi 
also.  In  1835,  sbout  1,000,000  dollan,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  annexed  tablet 

Con^xmdlM  afttndihire  of  1833  oruf  1834. 
1,  CivTE  List. 

The  expenses  under  this  head  were  about  (500,000 
greater  in  1834  than  In  1833.     The  following  items  will 
show  the  aources  of  roost  of  their  Increase: 
During  the  tang  session  of  Congret*  of  1834, 

the  pay  of  the  members  more  than  Ibe 

short  session  of  1333  amounted  to 
Increased  expenses  of  printing  and  conlin- 

genciei,  from  length  of  aetaion,     - 
Increased  cxpendiiure*  in  judiciary  depart- 


Expendilures  occasioned  by  bi 
ury  building,  rent,  &c. 
small  items. 


•300,000 
60,000 
40,000 


•413.000 

S.  MlscaLiARiona  ExPEBDiTtrais. 

Under  this  head  the  expenses  were  about  a  million 

lower  in  1834  than  in  1833.     The  fidlowing  ilema  ahow 

the  principal  difFerences.  The  balance  between  tbe  two 

eohimni  indleatea  it*  amount: 

Jtat.  of      Jntt.  of 

Roads  in  1834  less  than  in  1833,       (ISOiOOo' 

Varioua  object*  connected  with  Dif- 
lrict of  CoJumbia,  such  as  the 
Potomac  bridge,  -  -     50,000 

Aqueduct,  canal,  bo.         -  -  300,000 

"  ■       ■  -  -     50,000 
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DutietMfiindcd.    .            -  •feOO.OOO 

Buildinc  outlom-bcHue^      -  -  15(^000 

Ditto       licht-houMi,        -  •    3^000 

Virginia  oliinu,       •  -  130,000 

CuroberluMl  fowl   -            .  •                    flOO,000 

CuMom4i<ni*e  oBlce%         -  -                      60,000 

PajuMnt  for  property  lo*t  in  wir 

with  Blick  H»k,  400,000 

Surrer*  of  public  l*ndi,     -  33,000 
IndiTidoal  claims  allowed  by  ipecial 

act*  of  CongrcM,  -                       130,000 

EspeniM  of  mint,  ■           -  -                      50,000 

753,000 


1613.000 

To  whicb  nim  ihould  be  idded  abnat  1400,000,  bein; 
th«  Kmoant  of  a  prrat  raiiely  of  imall  itemi  vither  re- 
duced or  dlicontinued. 

3.  UiLiTAaT  EaTiBMtmsvT. 

Under  thii  bead  the  expeoiei  were  about  Ibree  nulliont 
lea  in  1834  than  in  1833.     Tlie  fbllowing  item*  ihow  tbe 
eompotition  of  ttiii  lum: 
LeNamount  paid  to  individual  Stalet 

on  account  of  Ebeir  npenditure 

during  tbe  Ute  w*r,        -  ■  9400,000 

LcM  for  rokd*  io  Territotiei,    bo.  100,000 

LeM  expended  on  fortificatioiu  from 

ao^ieoiion  of  Up  Rapi,  kc.       -  500,000 

LcM  paid  militia  and  Tulunleen, 

there  being  no  Indian  war,  •  400,000 

Leaipaidinefrectinglndi»Dtr«atle«,  1,130,000 

Leu  paid  in  pension*,         •  -  1,300,000 

More  paid  in  annuities  to  Indiaai,  -#300,000 
Hore  paid  for  barrack*  and  slore- 

houuM,    ....   100,000 
NearmounlBdrepmentofdragooof,     84,000 


»3,236,000 

4.  Nati. 

!■  1834  tbe  expenditures  in  thii  branch  of  the  public 
•enlce  were  about  f900,000  greater  than  in  1833.  Thi* 
increase  was  principally  occauoned  by  tbe  rebuilding 
and  repair*  of  veHcla,  and  the  addition  made  by  law  to 
the  pay  of  officers  during  a  part  of  the  ytar. 
5.  Pinoara  at  accouht  or  Foaiies  iHTaacoDMi, 

Were  about  8600,000  less  in  1834  than  in  the  prece- 
ding year,  that  sum  having  been  paid  in  1B33,  under 
awards  in  the  treaty  with  Denmark.  Beiidea  this  item, 
tbe  expenditure  was  about  950,000  less. 

BlCAriTTI^TIOX. 

Amount  of  escen  in  civil  list,         -9500,000 
Diminution  of  miscelUneoui^  -  9I>000,000 

"  military  establiahment,  3,336,000 

Increase  of  nav^,  ■  -  -  300,000 

Diminution  of  foreign  inlercnirse, 

about       -  -  .  700,000 

700,000    4,036,000 
700,000 

Beside  debt.    Diminution  in  1834  

below  1833,         -  -  94,336,000 

EzFiBiai  or  1835. 

The  general  expenditures  of  1835  are  very  litnilar 

to  Ihoae  of  1834.     But  from  the  session  of  CongrcM  be- 


ing a  *hort  one,  and  there  being  no  appropriatiom  tor 
the  fortification*,  tbe  payments  under  these  head*  were 
of  course  much  leas,  and  the  ^gregale  expetkditnrea  of 
the  year  lower  by  over  half  a  million. 

The  anniial  expenditure  for  ordinary  purpose*  might 
be  brought  down  to  fourteen  milliona,  were  the  expen- 
se* of  all  connected  with  the  military  catablishment 
placed  on  the  footing  of  ten  or  twelve  years  agoi  tha 
miacellaneou*  expenditures  restricted  as  at  that  period, 
and  the  naval,  civil,  and  miscelUneoos  appropriatioiw 
not  greatly  enlarged. 
The  increased  expense  from  miscellaneoua 

appropriations  since  that  period  averages 

per  annum,  about  -  -  -   91,000,000 

Increased  expense  from  pensioD  arrearages, 

about S,i00,000 

Increased  ezBense  from  Indian  treatie*  and 

....      1,000,000 


95,500,000 
Vbicb  it  about  a  roillion  over  tbe  avetmge  czceta  be- 
yond previous  year*. 

The  annual  expenditure*  from  1817  to  1831. 
'  without  including  expense  of  publiodebt, 

averaged  per  annum,  about        -  -  #15,000,000 

Similar  sverage  from  1831  to  1835,  about,    13,000,000 

■'         "        "      1835  to  1839,     ••      -    13,000,000 

"        ■'         '•      1839  to  1833,     "      -    14.000,000 

1833,  "      -   33,700,000 

1834.  '<      ■    18,500,000 
lB35,leasthan    18,000,000 

The  detail*  In  the  foregmng  statement  msy,  fh>m  the 
number  of  selection*  forming  them,  not  be  altogether 
correct)  the  general  results  are  deemed  correct. 

The  next  hxA  upon  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  bsses  his  charge  of  the  corrupt  tenden- 
cy of  the  practice*  of  the  Government,  h  the  c**""  ~'~~ 


man  sajs  that  the  t 

930,000  at  it*  dispo**!,  for  the  purpose  of  bnng  e 
ployed  in  the  pobllcation  of  the  law*,  OoTcnimeitt  pro. 
poMi*,  kc.iand  that,  with  this  fund,  tbe  Government 
•ubudiies  Ifae  pre**,  makea  it  subservient  la  it*  view^ 
and  thua  control*  public  opinion.  It  is  tiue,  Hri  Cbai^ 
mui,  that  the  Government  hM  this  fund  appropriated  to 
it  annually  by  Congress,  at  its  command,  which  i«  em- 
ployed in  paying  for  the  publication  of  the  law^  propo- 
sal* for  carrying  ^e  mail*,  supplies  for  the  amv-and 
navy,  Ilo.)  but  thi^sir,  i*  a  work  of  necessity,  and  can- 
not be  diapensed  witb.  The  Government  must  cither 
use  tbe  columns  of  existing  newspaper*,  or  employ  « 
pre**  of  its  own)  tbe  law*  murt  be  disseminated,  aa  well 
as  propoaala  for  contracts)  and  there  is  no  means  by 
which  it  can  be  so  extensively  and  luceesafiilly  don^ 
and,  indeed,  there  is  no  other  practioahle  mode  in 
which  it  can  be  done,  except  through  the  medium  of 
the  press.  Tbe  Government,  then,  muit  of  neeesaily 
employ  Uie  public  pre**.  If  the  sum  appropriated  b« 
too  Urge,  Congrea*  has  the  power,  and  riiuuld  reduce  it) 
if  not,  then  there  is  no  cause  of  compUint.  In  making 
theseleotion,  it  is  but  natural  to  expect,  if  there  be  rival 
presses  at  the  point  selected,  that  the  Executive  would 
select  Ibe  press,  *U  other  circuoutencea  being  equal, 
which  is  friendly  to  it.  This  is  a  feeling  attached  to 
human  nature  which  does  not  die  with  inc   -■    -^-  - 


of  preferring  a  friend  to  an  enemy.  I  do  aot  approve  of 
a  change  merely  for  opnion'a  aske,  without  any  other 
esuac)  out  it  i*  making  a  very  small  allowance  indeed 
for  the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  (o  suppOM  that  tiM 
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[H.  . 


OMcrnmeiit  wmM  or  ought  to  confinue  it*  patronin  of 
>  {irai  in  the  conMant  habit  of  tnduchig  wid  vilifying 
ill  adminiftratian.  Tliii  it  rcqiuring  the  Goremiaent  to 
do  what  no  man  here  would  do.  I  deny,  howerer.  Ma 
calo,  that  the  ■dmiDiatnLtloo  ha*  emploired  any  preu. 


■poniible  for  the  edi  tonal  orotber  articlain  luchpapera. 
TheeditoTi  are  free  — theyeonduet  their  papert  in  their 
own  «>f,  and  are  individually- retponaib I c. 

The  honorable  gentletnan  chargea  that  a  copy  of  vhat 
be  calli  the  lemi-official  paper  in  tbii  city  wai  lenl  to 
each  of  tbe  membets  of  the  Leeiilaturei  of  Tenneaaee 
and  Alabam,  during  the  last  Tali,  franked  by  the  Preii- 
dent,  in  which  «a*  contained  an  arUcle  copied  fron 
kitotber  journal,  of  a  Tory  offenMTc  character  to  Jodge 
WhiteiuKi  thiihectMricet  aianabute  of  tbe  patrantige 
of  the  prcH.  I  do  not  beliere  that  the  Prerident  law  or 
kitew  of  that  article,  when  he  franked  the  paperi  alluded 
to.  He  had  a  far  different  and  more  important  object 
in  viewi  one  which  wai  and  ought  to  be  very  near  hii 
heart.  The  papera  franked  contained  the  ipeeeh  bt 
Mr.  Benton  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea,  upon  the 
reiolution  to  ezpungw  from  the  Journal  of  that  body 
(whether  properly  or  not,  I  aball  not  here  undertake  to 
diaeim)  il*  resolution  chargiof  the  Preaident  with  rio- 
iMtn^  the  bwi  and  the  conMHution  in  the  removal  of  the 
public  depoiite*  Iron  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  9ta(et — ■ 
refolutkin  at  unauthoriied  by  the  conititation  ai  it  wai 
defamatory  to  the  character  of  the  Preaident.  The 
Prendcnt  wai  deeply  lolicitaui  that  the  imputation 
itamped  upon  hit  character  for  an  act  which  had  been 
dcciavely  luitained  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
American  p«aple,  contained  in  the  Senate'i  reaolution, 
duuld  be  obliterated  or  expunged  from  the  joumiJ  by 
■  decWve  markoTreprobatiao.  For  thii  parpoM  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  of  hii  qwn  Slate,  that  people  for 
whom  he  had  done  m  mcb,  fi>r  wbom  be  had  made  lo 
many  aacriHcei,  and  with  whose  character  their  own 
waa  lo  intimately  identified.  Thii,  *ir,  indoced  the 
frank  of  the  papers  referred  tO(  and  I  am  rare  none  will 
blame  the  Preaident  for  feeling  aome  intereU  in  tbe  vin- 
dication of  bii  character  tgainit  the  foul  imputation 
itamped  upon  it,  for  an  aet  which  will  in  fiiluTe  time  be 
regarded  ai  the  moit  brilliant  event  of  hi*  eventful  ad- 
miniitration.  Thii,  rir,  wai  hii  object,  and  hii  onlv 
object]  and  be  could  not  have  appealed  with  ai  much 
propriety  to  any  other  people  ai  to  that  people,  the 
people  of  Tcnnenee,  to  wboin  he  wai  to  itrongly  at- 
tached, with  whom  he  had  lived,  and  among  whom  he 
expected  to  die.  If  the  Preaident  hai  either  openly  or 
covertly  uied  hii  itifluenee  with  the  preu,  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  vili^inc^and  abuung  any  man,  if  any  member  of 
bii  adminMralion  hli  done  It,  I  have  yet  to  leirn  tbe 
ttet(  but  il  doe*  not  follow  that  becauie  preti  irc  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  to  do  the  pjiblic  printing, 
the  Government  authoriiei  or  ii  reiponiible  for  every 
thing  that  il  interled  in  the  columni  of  their  paper*.  It 
it  to  be  expected  that  the  adminiitration  would  feel  aome 
interett  in  the  vindication  of  it*  nteaiure*,  attd  tgainit  the 
anttgoniit  principle!  of  the  one,  and  the  miircpreienta- 
lion  of  the  other.  But,  lir,  1  deny  that  the  pre**  ha* 
been  purchaaedi  for  it  it  a  ^et  notc»iaui  that  the  ma- 
jority of  Ibe  American  pren  it  oppoied  to  Ibii  adminii- 
tration. It  il  reaionible  and  proper,  then,  that  it  ihould 
prefer  preMCi  nitttuninr  it.  I  would  lak  the  honorable 
gentleman  if  he  holda  the  candidate  whom  he  lupporti 
in  the  coming  election  reiponiible  for  all  that  ii  taid  in 
tbe  preaaea  that  are  luataininghia  election^  Ifhedoca, 
ViH  he  hold  him  reaponiible  for  tbia  article  of  the  Rieh- 
mondWhigP  "Judge  White  elected,  (if  elected  at  all,) 
by  tbe  Totea  of  the  wbiga,  he  will  naturally  and  neceaaa- 
lil/  telect  hit  eountetlort  tnm  their  rank*,  and  modify 


hit  roea*iim  aooording  to  their  view*."  Ai  also  tbia' 
article  from  the  Charletton  Mereoryi  "If  (aayi  tbe 
Uereury)  Judge  While  ilioald  be  ejected,  the  tTnton 
party  would  be  dead  and  buried.  Tbe  nuUifiera  would 
not  only  have  the  aaeendency  at  home,  but  in  the  Fed^' 
eral  GOTemment  to  boot."  Agaitti  it  aaya:  "  Tbey  (tho 
Union  party)  would  be  dead  politically,  both  at  borne 
and  at  Waabinetoni  and  not  only  thii,  but  while  their 
partv  and  Ibeir  principle*  would  be  wbiiked  to  Uw 
windi,  the  prinetplei  of  tbe  State*  rigbti  party,  under  ■ 


lubMantially  tbe  principle*  of  tbe  fed 
Upon  the  principle  that  an  adminiitration  ii  betd  r«- 
aponable  for  all  that  ii  laid  in  the  pre  wet  w^portinc  il^ 
Judge  While  would  be  held  tetponnble  for  t&e  uticlee 
cited,  avowing  that  hi*  adminiilTatioii  would  overthrow 
tbe  Union  party  and  tit  principles. 

Again:  Ii  the  Judge  to  be  held  refpooaible  for  tH  that 
hai  been  aaid  by  the  prevea  luitainlng  hi*  pretenuon*) 
to  Ibe  prejudice  of  hb  opponent,  tbe  Tica  Pi««deiitP 
If  BO,  I  would  invite  a  compariaon  betwem  the  pre***a 
*a>talning  each,  and  it  will  he  found  that  the  ahuae  and 
viliScation  of  Judge  While  bat  been  tiiBii^,  compaiwd 
with  the  volume*  of  dander  and  abuM  poured  out  npon 
tbe  bead  of  the  Vice  Preaident-  Sir,  tbia  atale  of  thing* 
growaont  of  the  freedom  of  the  pre**.  It  cannot  be  ood- 
trolled.  I  admit  that  the  pre**  hai  beoome  greatly  licen- 
tiou)^  thowing  too  little  i«ipeet  to  individual  feeEng  and 

Erivato  reputation.  II  ii  to  be  deplored,  yet  it  cannot 
t  avoided,  unlaw  it  be  thackled.  To  thU  1  never  could 
content,  for  1  would  much  prefer  enduring  lit  ItceiKiou*- 
new  than  ahackle  it*  ttttdoat,  Ttio  freedom  of  the 
preu,  freedom  once  thackled,  and  liberty  i*  gone.  Then, 
air,  what  cannot  be  avoided  muit  be  endured:  it  it  the 
price  we  pay  for  liberty.  There  i«  but  one  mode  of 
oorrrcting  the  evil,  and  that  i*,  by  the  pitront  of  the 
pren  withholdinr  their  patronage  from  Bceoliou*  premea. 
I  do  not  intend  to  diacriminate.  The  pretieion  both 
ride*  are  in  hult.  I  can  only  aiy,  in  rebtion  to  my 
humble  «eir,  that,  when  tbe  prcai  condeveenda  to  notiee 
me,'T  troat  it  will  do  it  in  tender  mercy,  for  I  *haU  never 
have  the  folly  to  undertake  a  war  with  it. 

In  relation  to  the  pretent  public  printer,  I  can  only 
aiy  that  be  wa*  elected  by  CongreM)  and,  a*  baa  been 
truly  mid,  by  a  parly  vote.  Tboee  who  oppoae  the 
preient  incumbent*  ire  proprieton  of  preiie^  and  each 
bad  a  dltlinct  parly  votet  and  the  only  rcaion  why 
neither  wai  elected  ii^  the  party  to  which  tbey  wera 
attached  wai  not  ilrong  enough.  The  pirty  vote  which 
elected  the  present  Incumbenla,  ii  oiled  at  proof  of  party 
organiialiont  yet,  air,  the  direct  party  vWe  to  the  otbe? 
caiklidatei  it  proof  that  there  wai  no  party  oi^niiatfon: 
a  BinguUr  conclunon,  certainly.  If  the  election  proved 
party  organisation,  it  proved  it  in  relation  to  all  partiet. 
I  think,  by  recurring  to  the  election!  of  public  printer, 
it  will  be  found,  from  the  foundation  of  the  GovemmeDt, 
that  the  conduclOT  oft  public  journal  hai  been  Kleeted; 
and  ance  pirtlei  have  amimed  a  diitinct  chtneter,  the 
editor  elected  hai  atwayt  been  attached  to  tbe  dominant 
pirty.  It  il  generally  one  of  the  test*  of  ilrength  of 
pBMyt  It  ii  one  of  tbe  remit*  of  our  lyitem  of  Govern- 
ment, and  cannot  well  be  avoided;  the  public  printing 
il  done  tt  fixed  rate*,  and  may  from  lime  to  time  b*  re- 
duced. So  much  for  what  hii  been  charged  aa  tbe 
corrupt  piactieea  of  tbe  Govemmenli  for  it  ii  all  bated 
upon  the  bet.  that  pspera  luitaining  the  adminiitration 
have  been  employed  to  do  the  public  printinr.  I  would 
gladly  aid  in  reatricling  any  improper  inlerTerence,  by 
preiaea  doing  the  public  work,  with  election*,  if  it 
could  be  done  coniittently  with  tho  high  principlri  of 
liberty  involved  in  the  freedom  ef  the  preia.  But,  rip, 
I  canitot  coiMenttodirfranohiae  the  whi^  clam  of  editor*^ 
bMRuir,  in  common  with  tb«r  fcUaw-dliacM,  tbry  oas 
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IT  free  iDftitutione.  I  confaM  I  do  not  tee 
y_  ckarir  how  it  couM  be  donet  but  if  tbe  public 
■ervice  could  ba  diicoanectcd  with  the  public  prcn,  I 
woidd  lid  ftll  in  my  power  to  Kcompliib  itt  but  it  Memi 
*crf  impnoUctble,  Dowever  pUurible  in  theory. 

1  will  now  eonuder  the  dau^  of  neglect  in  tba  ez- 
•cutire  department,  in  providing  for  ine  defeneei  of 
the  countiy.  In  making  lbi»  chtrgef  the  bonorsble 
Xenllemin  from  Tennetiee  hu  called  to  Ibe  attention  of 
the  oomniittec  the  deplorable  itile  of  the  dafencei  of 
the  counlTf,  and  •Imoit  entire  dettitution  of  arra*  and 
tnunilioni  of  war,  and  cbargea  thii  atale  of  thlngi  upon 
the  War  Department. 

[Mr.  Bau.  aaid  be  made  no  attack*,  nor  intended  to 
make  none,  upon  the  War  Department  in  particular. 
My  attack  waa  upon  the  parly,  upon  those  who  were 
leaponHble  for  the  action  of  the  Government,  in  both  tbe 
executive  and  leKlilktiTedbparlmentt.] 

I  waa  aware  that  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  ex- 
cluairely  implicate  tbe  War  Deptrtmenli  yet,  ijr,  be 
charged  upon  that  Department  great  neglect.  It  if  my 
purpote  now  to  vindicate  the  Department  itielf.  I  will 
aay  lonielhing  hereafter  aa  to  the  majority.  There  pre- 
Mdea  over  that  Department,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  man  whoie 
geniUB,  enterpriae,  energy,  and  activity,  are  not  tur- 
pancd  by  any  ofhii  predecearari.  Order,  tkill,  energy, 
integrity,  and  activity,  prevail  io  Ibe  adminiatration  of 
that  Department,  in  all  ila  ramlGcationat  and  I  aatert, 
vriibout  the  fear  of  aucceMful  conlradtction,  that  all  tbe 
meana  whieb  have  been  placed  in  ili  power  have  been 
promptly  and  judicioualy  employed  in  placing  the  de- 
lencea  of  (he  country  in  an  impoaing  and  tare  condition. 
Beyond  the  tneana  afforded  by  Congreit,  that  Depart- 
nent  could  not  go.  It  ia  kuown  that  nearly  all  the  fur- 
tibcalion*  conatructed  during  the  late  war,  owing  to  the 
haite  with  whicb  they  were  conatructed,  and  tbe  bad 
■nateriala  ewployed,  are,  and  have  been  for  year^  in  a 
atate  of  rapid  decay]  yel,  air,  what  tn  the  meuii  which 
bave  been  appropriated  for  their  re|air,  the  annexed 
table  will  abow : 

iSXoteintnf  cf  the  ettimatttjor  nyoi"  and  amtmgencia  iif 
^otiifiaUUmi,  andtht  amnunlt  aiiyi  eprlattdj'in-  Ou  taut) 

objKlJrmn  tilt  year  1931 1»  1835,  indufire. 


\»n. 

For  the 

■ervice 

[>ri831 

J20,000  00 

»30,000  W 

1833 

20,000  00 

Do. 

rto. 

33,000  00 

26,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

1834 

26,000  00 

26,000  00 

■      Do. 

do. 

1B35 

8,320  50 

8,330  50 

Do. 

Ho. 

1836 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

Do. 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

Do. 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

1S39 

15,000  00 

15,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

mo 

15,000  00 

10,000  00 

15,000  00 

do. 

15,000  OO 

10,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

1833 

15,000  00 

10,000  00 

Do. 

rto. 

183* 

10.000  00 

10,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

1835 

10,000  00 

337,330  50 

210,330  50 

Tbeie  aumi  are  totally  inadequate  \  yet  it  will  be  per- 
ctived  that  the  laH  vcar,  1B34,  and  leteral  preceding, 
only  ten  IhouMnd  dollara  were  appropriated  to  thia  oh- 
ject{  that,  for  four  MieccHive  yean,  commencing  with 


1830,  tbe  Department  aakcd  fifteen  thouaand  doUan^ 
and  Congreaa  apptUpriated  ten  Ihounnd  dollar*  oely. 
In  1S35  nothing  waa  appropriated.  Thia  account*  for 
the  atate  of  dilapidation  in  wblcb  many  of  our  fortlGoa- 
tiona  are  found. 

In  tbe  annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of-Wat  of 
November  30, 1 839,  tbe  neceauty  of  haatening  tbe  pKp- 
■rationafor  the  armament  of  the  fbrtificatlonawaaatated, 
and  additional  appropriation*  were  aaked  therefor. 
Exhtuifim 

"  A  reference  to  the  report  of  the  chief  of  tbe  ord* 
nance  will  abow  tbe  particular  detaita  of  opcraiion  in 
that  branch  of  the  aervicci  it  merita  attention.  It  baa 
been  frequently  cbaerved  that  tbe  heat  way  to  avoid  war 
■a  to  be  In  preparation.  In  thia  point  of  view,  it  ia  dc- 
■irable  that  the  appropnation*  to  be  made  for  clothing 
our  fortlBcationa  ahould  eorrcapond  with  the  probable 
period*  of  their  completion.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a 
morDfylng  result,  if,  after  tbe  labor  and  coat  which  have 
been  encouottred  for  their  completion,  it  abould  reat  in 
tbe  power  of  aa  enemy,  at  tbe  ontet  of  war,  to  aeiie  or 
deitroy  them,  becaiue  the  meana  bad  not  been  placed  in 
readineia  for  their  defence. 

"From  Ibe  report  it  will  be  perceived  that,  at  tbe 

Sreaent  annual  rate  of  appropriation,  to  wit,  one  bun- 
red  tboiuand  dollan,  uxteeo  or  twenty  year*  will  bave 
pataed  before  a  proper  lupply  of  arm*  for  tboae  fortifi- 
eatiom  now  in  progreaa  can  be  obtained  for  thrar  de- 
fence. As  regarda  thia  subject,  the  courae  moat  advisa- 
ble to  he  pursued  woukl  be,  that  tbe  armament  prepa- 


ezposure  to  tbe  weather,  become  dreayed  and  usele**, 
but  that,  the  guns  being  at  their  positions  and  the  car- 
riages in  readme**  on  tbe  apprebenMon  of  war,  suitable 
preparallooa  for  reuktance  might  at  all  dereiunble  polnla 
appear,  meeting  tbe  object*  for  which  tboae  forli&call— 


ration  for  a  necessary  and  adequate  artniment  at  present 
pursued,  sixteen  vcar*  shall  be  found  requidte,  and  war 
within  that  perioa  take  place,  a  consequence  would  be 
that  some  of  our  forts,  built  up  at  great  expenae,  would 
be  dcHroyed,  because  incapable  i^self-defencei  or  else, 
by  being  retained  and  armed,  be  used  by  the  enemf^  as 
annoyance  and  injury  toourselvca.  A  measure  involving 
such  important  considerations  abould  not  be  protracted 
in  iu  execution;  it  carries  with  it,  in  foreboding  anlici- 
pation,  too  much  of  probable  evil  consequence.  This 
subject  derive*  additional  intereat  f^m  the  consideration 
that  guns  and  carriages  require  time  In  prepsratloni  they 
are  tbings  that  cannot  be  hastily  arranged,  and  which  to 
defer  might  prove  prejudioisl. 

"  At  the  different  srsenali  and  magasinca  an  abundant 
supply  of  powder  la  in  store.  Considering  Its  liability  to 
injury,  rather  than  keep  up  tbe  supply,  it  would  be 
prefenble  to  procure  (he  material*  of  whicb  it  ia  com- 
posed, ready  to  be  manufactured  when  circumatances 
shall  make  it  necessary.  Theae  article*  are  nowremai-k- 
ably  cheap,  and  are  easily  preserved  from  deterioration. 
Becollection  retains  tbe  fiict  tbat,  during  the  last  war, 
the  average  price  of  saltpetre  wasabout  forty  centi^  and 
brimstone  eight.  Involved  in  another  contest,  tbe  same 
state  of  things  might  be  preaented,  white  at  prcaent 
those  articles  can  be  procured  at  one  eighth  tlw  price 
which,  of  neceaaity,  tiad  then  to  be  given. 

■■Being  susceptible  of  ready  procuration,  it  would 
prove  a  natter  of  economy  to  forbear  any  future  pur- 
cbaae  of  powder,  contenting  ouraelves  merely  with  ob- 
taining an  adequate  supply  of  ingredienta,  whenever  it 
cuuld  be  procured  at  fair  price*,    llie  materiala  thus 
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preterred  ind  in  re&dineia  couhl,  ■!  tlion  notice,  be  TMn- 
ufiictured,  whenever occaiionahould  nukeil  necessary." 
In  the  annual  report  rrom  the  Secretgry  of  War,  of 
December  1,  ISSO,  lh«  lubject  wm  again  renewed,  and 
llie  prupriely    of  an    addilional   appropriation    »giin 

Extraei  from  the  annual  report  of  llie  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  U  Detentber,  1830. 
"The  ordnance  depanment  ii  prog^reaung  ai  rap- 
idlyu  the  meaiii  afibrded  will  permit  in  arming  the  mi- 
litia of  the  Stales,  and  In  preparin|F  the  necesury  guna 
and  carriage!  fur  g^amiihinE'  the  different  rnrtresKi  of 
the  country.  It  ia  worthy  <^  coniideration  whether  the 
approprialion  applicable  to  thia  aerrice  ahould  not  be 
increaaedi  ao  as  to  provide  a  auitable  armament  by  the 
lime  the  different  lortificationa  along  the  coait  ahall  be 
completed.  For  the  forla  which  are  iinithed,  a  million 
of  dollar*  win  be  neceasaryi  but,  beaidei  ibeae,  olhe ra 
■re  in  progren,  and  will  ahortly  be  completed.  Wilh 
Ihfe  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lar! towards  lliii  purpoiF,  il  will  require  ten  years  lo  ac- 
complish the  object  for  those  which  are  in  readiness- 
Should  we  be  blessed  with  peace,  no  injury  will  arise) 
but  iliouid  war  take  place,  the  elTecli  upon  our  country 
would  he  ofaaerioui  and  prejudicial  character." 

In  Ihe  annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
Norember  31,  1631,  this  subject  waa  again  brought  be- 
fore Congreaa,  and  all  the  neceasary  details  connected 
wilh  the  aupply  of  cannon  on  band,  and  of  the  number 
wanted,  Here  given)  and  the  propriety  of  eatsbliahiog 
a  national  foundry,  with  a  vieur  ol  providinff  the  ncces- 
aary  armament,  waa  tuggeatcd  and  recommended. 
Eztradfrom  Ikt  annual  report  of  ihe  Sttrelory  of  War, 
dated  Noctmber  31,  1831. 
"  There  are  now  523  cannon,  of  various  csliheri,  for 
field  aervice;  and  there  are  at  the  araenali  and  in  the  old 
fartificaliona  l.l&S.  But  these  cannon  are  all  of  antiqua- 
led  pittema,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  aix  pound- 
ers, aroountii)(;lo344,  and  a  few  of  the  heavier  pieces, 
are  considered  unaerviceable.  There  have  been  pro- 
cured for  Ihe  armament  of  ihe  new  fnrtificationB  1,314 
cannon  of  the  improved  palttrn. 

The  old  forlibutiona  will  require,  probably,         -     646 
I'he  new,  already  completed,         -  •  -  3,587 

Tlioae  iwniemplatcd  by  Ihe  board  of  engincera, 

a  part  of  which  are  now  conalructing,  -  4,045 

Besides  these,  proper  field  traina.  depoailed  in  dif- 
ferent aectiona  of  the  Union,  and  auRicientlylar^ 
to  meet  probableconliHgenciea,  may  be  estimated 


It  is  eslimated  Ihat  an  iron  cannon  will  not  safely  bear 
mure  than  1,200  dlschai^i  wilh  the  aervicc  charge,  after 
which  it  ihould  be  broken  up. 

The  Uniled  States  have  no  armuriea  for  the  fabrication 
of^nnon.  The  practice  for  some  years  has  been  lo 
make  con  tracts  wilh  the  owneraof  the  fourfoundrieaat 
Richmond,  Georgelowii,  Tiltaburg,  and  Weat  Point,  to 
the  amount  of  the  annual  approprialion,  allowing  about 
anequal  proportion  to  each,  and  paying  such  pricea  as  the 
ordnance  department,  on  the  best  infontiation,  judge 
reasonable. 

llii*  procedure  has  been  repeatedly  stiled  in  the 
annual  report*  to  Cungresa,  together  wilb  the  reaaoos 
Vok  XU.— 1» 


which  led  to  it.      These  are  founded  in  the  capital  and 

experience  required  to  conduct  tt)is  buiiness)  in  the  ne- 
cessity of  depending,  in  some  degree,  upon  the  integrity 
and  character  ofthe  manufacturers,  ta  there  may  be  de- 
fect* in  the  piece  not  easily  discoverable,  owing  lo  the 
necessity  of  miiing  together  iron  ol  difTetent  qualiliea; 
and,  in  the  belief  iTiat,  if  a  genera]  competition  fur  these 
supplies  were  excited,  Ihe  existing  establishments  would 
be  broken  down,  and  otiier*  end«avor  to  take  their 
places,  which  would  either  fail  from  similar  causes,  or 
furnish  cannon  unfit  for  aervice,  and  Ihua  leave  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment, at  aomc  critical  period,  without  the  means  of 
procuring  this  indispensihle  arm  of  defence.  The  pro- 
visions of  Ihe  act  of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1809,  seem, 
however,  lo  present  serious  objections  lo  i  his  course)  and 
[  bring  the  subject  before  you,  at  this  lime,  that  it  may 
be  fully  considered. 

It  appeara  to  me  that  a  public  armory  for  the  &bri- 
eation  of  cannon  is  required  by  obvious  considerationa. 
By  forming;  such  an  eatablishmeni,  the  necesaary  experi- 
ence and  artiuns  would  be  provided,  and  such  supplies 
of  heavy  ordnance  manufactured  aa  the  GoTcmolent 
might  direct.  The  actual  value  of  the  article  would  be 
ascertained,  and  contracts  with  individuals  could  be  form- 
ed, wilh  a  full  knowledge  of  the  circilmatancea.  There 
would  be  no  danger  of  com  hi  nations,  nor  would  aoy  in- 
jury result  from  fair  competition.  The  aupplies  might 
be  so  controlled  aa  to  leave  no  fear  of  a  deSciency  in  the 
quality  or  quantity  of  this  eaaenlial  arm  of  defence. 

In  each  of  these  years  the  sum  of  tlOO.OOO,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  approprialion  of  f  100,000,  waa  aakcd 
for  the  armament  of  furtificatiuiu,  and  not  granted  by 

I'he  sum  actually  appropriated  for  the  armament  of 
fortificatioDS,  which  objecl  includea  cannon,  carrisfei^ 
lie,  for  eM:h  year  since  1839,  inclusive,  is  (100,000) 
making,  for  the  years  1839,  '30,  '31,  '3S^  '33,  '34,  and 
'35,  the  sum  of  700,000  dullan. 

There  have  been  procured  with  this  sum— 
3  Arl  pounder  cannon. 
1,053  32    do.  do. 

26  34    do.  do. 

47  43    do.  balls. 

19,483  33    do.  do. 

1,264  34    do.  <lo. 

355  casemate  carriages. 
342  barbette  do. 

There  waa  on  band  on  the  4lh  of  March,  1829,  3,241 
guiia  of  every  deacriplion,  new  and  old,  which  were 
serviceable. 

There  have  beenaince  added,  aaiaabown  above,  1,153 
cannon  of  various  descriptions.  Tbe  number  of  carria- 
frea  oo  hand  at  the  same  time  was  378.  The  number 
of  carriages  since  made  is  697. 

Ai  a  general  rule,  the  practice  has  been  to  expend  be- 
tween 70,000  and  80,000  dollara  per  annum  for  cannon, 
and  Ihe  baUnce  of  the  100,000  dolUrs  for  shot,  and  lim- 
ber, to  be  acMpned  for  Ihe  carriagea,  and  other  material! 

Statement  thawing  the  amount  of  money  exptndtdfar  Iha 
last  uvea  yean,  under  Ihe  appropriationi  for  arming 
thefort{fitatiom,forlhefoUou3ifig  objtelt,  va.- 

For  42  pounder  guna  -  -  -  -       «1,000 

33  do.        do.  -  -  -     530,300 

34  do.  do.  .  -  .  330 
33  do.  cannon  ball*  •  -  •  35,448 
gun  carriagea       -            -            .            .     150,900 

>69r,»68 


yl^iOOglC 


3059 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


S060 


B.  a 


a.] 


Natal  Senritt  Sill. 


[Mai 


a  30,  1836. 


Obdbibc*  Omar, 
Wathingbm,  MarA  29,  1836. 
The  reuoni  vby  gum  have  been  procured  in  grtiter 
numben  than  carriigei,  »rei 

'  1st.  BeciUGe  only  a  llmiied  Bupply  of  gun)  couhl  be 
procured,  the  m«nufaclure  (equirmg  peculiar  and  e»- 
tensirc  preparations,  and  arliunt  well  acquainted  witb 
(be  burincBB.  Previous  armngemenli,  iheiefore,  were 
required  tbr  their  manulmcture,  and  it  vaa  esiemiat  that 
the  TounilriM  employed  in  Ibia  manufactura  ahould  be 
kept  in  operation;  for,  if  once  broken  up,  it  would  be 
difficult  lo  replace  tbem,  and  on  aaudden  exigency  we 
■night  not  bare  been  able  to  procure  in  adequate  sup- 
ply of  cannon- 
ed. Carriages  could  be  made  at  erery  place  where 
mechauical  labor  could  be  procured,  and  to  alrooit  any 
extent)  and  it  waa  not  therefore  «>  ncceuaiy  to  hasten 
Ihiaaupply  aa  Ibat  of  cannon.  Tbelrutb  of  this  remark 
t»  ihown  by  the  fact  that,  under  the  exigency  of  the  latt 
seaiod,  upvardi  of  800  carriages  were  madet  and  this 
Dumber  might  bare  been  Increased  to  an  almoit  indefi- 
nite extent,  bad  circumstance*  demanded,  and  the  means 
been  provided. 

3d.  Wooden  carriagea  are  liable  tu  deny,  and  it  was 
therefore  expedient  to  poMpone  the  procuring  oF  theae 
rather  than  the  cannon,  which  are  almoal  indestructible, 
when  the  appropriation  was  not  sufficient  for  a  supply 
of  both.  Iron  carriages  have  been  but  lately  introduced 
into  service,  and  were  nude  for  llie  first  lime  last  sca- 
•on.  Wooden  carriages  are  yet  necessary  in  certain 
situations.  Had  the  approprlalloni  been  sufHctent  for 
an  adequate  supply  of  both  guns  and  nrriagea,  both 
would  have  been  procured)  but  a*  they  were  not,ihefunda 
were  fint  expended  upon  the  most  indispensable  articles 
These  itatements  prove,  beyond  possible  doubt,  that 
•11  the  tncana  appTopriated  by  Congress  have  been 
promptly  and  judiciously  employed,  and  that  no  part  of 
Ibe  publie  service  committed  to  llie  care  of  that  Depart- 
ment ha«  been  in  the  slightest  degree  neglected. 

In  addition  to  the  strong  recom me ndationi  of  the  War 
Department,  the  President,  as  early  "s  (he  year  1830, 
called  the  attention  of  Congreu  lo  thi*  important  subject, 
in  Ihe  following  terms;  "it  is  worthy  of  your  considera- 
tion, whether  llie  armaments  necessary  for  the  fortiiica- 

ly  will  be,  completed,  should  not  be  in  readiness  sooner 
than  customary  appropriation! 
ment  to  provide  for  tlii         ~" 
due  to  Ihe  general  sysl 

sanctioned,  and  is  recommended  by  that  kida.ki  ui  wir 
dom  which  lellaus  'in  peace  prepare  for  war."'  What 
more,  t  would  atk,  could  the  Executive  do;  and  where 
reals  the  responsibllily  P     I  answer,  upon  Congress. 

If  the  msjorily,  then,  have  neglected  lu  provide  the 
means  for  the  defence  cf  the  country,  is  the  administra- 
lion  responalble  for  the  consequences!  I  anawer,  not 
the  admi nisi ral ion  has  done  its  duly;  its  akli'ls  ire  clear. 
But,  air,  how  will  this  argument  avail  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  I'ennessee?  Was  he  not  ohe  of  (hat  ma- 
jority, and  involved  with  them  in  the  consequence*  of 
his  own  chargef  I  leave  bim  to  answer  the  question  (o 
himself  and  to  bis  country.  Why  do  the  minority  com- 
plain! If  they  had  dune  their  duty  to  the  country,  there 
would  have  been  ample  defences — alt  these  complaints 
silenced.  Yet  they  complain  of  the  Executive  for  nut 
doing  what  tbry  ihemgelvea  prevented  being  dune,  by 
not  appropriating  the  means. 

The  Navy  Department  is  also  involved  in  Ihia  general 
charge  of  neglect,  for  the  almost  entire  want  of  prepara- 
tion and  aid  condition  of  the  navy.  To  vindi<»<e  thi* 
Department  against  this  charge,  1  need  only  refer  lo 
every  annual  message  of  the  FresidLtit  uid  accompany- 


rhispreoamionsee 
fortiDcation  which  I 


ing  report  from  the  Navy  Department,  to  prove  that  th« 
attention  of  CongreBs  has  been  unremittedly  called  to 
Ihia  important  arm  of  our  national  defence,  and  ita  in- 
crease, improvement,  and  equipment,  urged  in  the 
strongest  terms.  The  appropriations  have  been  faithful- 
ly and  judiciouily  disbursed.  The  true  alrength  of  the 
navy  may  be  seen  from  ihe  annexed  table. 

The  Pre*ident,  in  his  measage,  strongly  urged  upon 
Ihe  consideration  of  Congress  Ibis  subject. 
The  NavT. 
In  ordinary.    Inaiocka.    Tola). 


i* 

This  show*  that  allhoDgh  the  vesseb  in  eoDUnisuiHi  ara 
few  in  number,  and  inadequate  to  our  defence,  yet  that 
such  is  the  state  of  material  preparation,  thai  a  large  force 
could  very  promptly  be  put  afioat  in  esse  of  neceasity. 
The  whole  navy  i*  inadequate  to  (he  defence  of  our  coast, 
but  it  a  as  large  as  Ihe  acU  of  Congreaa  have  authorlied, 
and  no  blame  can  attach  to  the  Department.  It  ia  true 
thai  aome  of  (he  matprials  are  in  a  atate  of  decay  at  our 
navy  yards.  Why  is  it  so!  Because  Congress  baa  not 
provided  sufficiently  for  their  protection.  A*  to  the  un- 
expended balance*,  so  UMJcb  spoken  of,  1  have  but  a  ain- 
gle  word  to  say.  There  are  eiisling  contracts  uhicfi 
will  require  every  dollar.  And  now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
while  Uie  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  hia  com- 
plained of  our  almuit  ovter  deitilulion  of  preparation  for 
defence,  and  congratulates  the  country  on  ita  escape 
from  damage  and  dishonor  by  Ihe  settlement  of  our  con- 
troversy wilh  France,  he  oppoaea  entering  at  ihia  (ime 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  system  of  preparation  prO' 
poaed,  the  want  of  which  be  lo  strongly  complained  of- 
Sir,  has  not  the  gentleman,  by  isserting  the  want  of  prep- 
aration, and  the  dangers  which  we  have  escaped  grow- 
ing out  of  it,  conclusively  proved  that  we  ought  apee^ly 
to  remedy  the  evil  by  adopting  a  judicious  system  of  de- 
fence'    I  humbly  think  he  has. 

I  will  now,  Hr.  Chairman,  proceed,  as  well  as  I  can,  to 
answer  the  charges  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  af- 
fecting those  promises  and  prsclicea  of  the  Government 
which  were  designed  to  delude  and  excite  the  people 
for  political  effect:  and,  lit,  as  to  what  the  gentleman  op- 
prubnoiisly  calls  the  "gold  humbug."  Thehonorable  gen- 
tleman B3yi,  this  administrHtion  pledged  itself  to  restore  a 
metallic  circulstion  to  the  country — a  pledge  which  it 
has  totally  failed  to  redeem.  It  i*  true,  sir,  that  this  ad- 
minislralion  mainlaina  the  principle  that  this  was  intend- 
ed to  be,  and  oughl  lo  be,  a  hard-money  Gov * 


and  It 
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hard-money  circulation.  To  effect  thia,  it  recommend- 
eii,  and  Congress  ha*  placed  the  value  of  gold  here  upon 
an  equaliiy  with  gold  in  Europe,  and  thus  deiiroyed  one 
motive  to  txportslion.  Since  the  formation  of  thi*  Gov. 
ernment,  there  has  been  craned  in  value  (61,816,650  48, 
of  which  there  has  been  coined  in  value  during  this  ad- 
mlnistraiior^  (30,609,834  10— near  one  half.  The  mint 
eatablithmenlhssniaiibeen  extended;  all  of  which  prom 
that,  if  the  eflbrt  fiiln,  the  administration  has  done  every 
thing  which  it  could  eonstilulionilly  do  to  redeem  Ihia 
pledge.  Why,  then,  haa  it  not  been  redeemed?  Tb« 
■niwer  is  obvious:  the  Slate  Covernments  have  the  con- 
stitution*! power  to  charter  banka;  tbia  power  haa  been 
freely  exercised:  most  of  (he  9tate  banks  issue  immense 
DMwei  of  small  notes,  which  (hco*  specie  out  of  circn- 
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iMion.  This  wu  tha  Teiy  icheme  which  Alexander 
Runilton,  tbs  hther  of  the  American  banking  ayitem, 
r««oTled  Id,  to  tlirow  out  of  circulation  ipecie,  w  u  to 
give  full  icope  to  the  circulation  of  bank  notei,  and 
thereby  lecure  their  permanent  and  ezteniiTe  circiiialion. 
The  admin Ulration  hai  done  !U  duty :  it  cannot  do  every 
thinert  and  if  the  effbrt  biU,  the  fault  will  be  with  the 
Stktes  and  the  people  themsel*e>(  yqt  it  must  be  admittnl 
that  the  roetaISc  drculatlon  haa  much  increaied,  and  ia 
gradually  inereanng,  and  I  yet  hare  itrong  hopea  for  the 
final  accomptiihiBent  of  ao  dcnrable  an  object. 

The  next  nibject  ofchar^,  of  thli  character,  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  TennetKe.  it.  that  the  adminiiln- 
tion  proreaa  to  be  greatly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  tbe  pres- 
idential election  coining  to  thii  Houie,  and  are  aolicitoiia 
•0  to  mend  the  eonititution  ai  lo  prcTent  It,  while  in  truth 
■nd  in  fact  they  ha>e  no  luch  fear,  but  hold  it  out  to  the 
peuple  with  a  riew  of  exciting  their  apprehensions  to 
favor  the  election  of  a  particular  candidate  for  the  preii- 
dene^_.  This  charge  the  honorable  gentleman  appliei  lo 
the  friandi  of  the  administration,  but  expreuly  excepts 
the  President.  To  nislain  ihia  charge,  the  genllemsn 
refer*  to  the  action  of  the  Itat  session  ofCongreas,  a*  ex- 
hibited upon  the  ftce  of  the  journal,  and  contrasts  the 
course  pursued  upon  that  aubjecl  by  the  friends  of  one 
candidate,  with  that  pursued  by  the  friends  of  another, 
•nd  thence  deduces  tbe  opinion  that  the  frienda  of  the 
Vice  President  are  mostly  opposed  to  the  measure,  while 
the  parly  with  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  acts 

Such  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  as  would  pre- 
vent, under  any  contingency,  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President  devolving  upon  tbe  House  of  Bepre- 
■entalives,  has  ulways  been,  and  still  is,  a  favorite  meas- 
ure with  the  preaent  President i  and  he  has  never  failed. 
In  every  annual  message  to  Congress,  from  the  com- 
mencrment  of  his  term  to  the  present  session,  taurge  it 
strongly  upon  Congress.  He  urged  il  when  coming 
into  pnwer,  and  he  urges  it  whfen  going  out.  I  have  ex- 
amined with  much  care  Ihe  joucnala  of  the  last  seaaion, 
and  find  the  following  to  lie  the  true  state  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  that  subject.  On  the  9(h  of  December  the 
President's  meaaage,  recommending  an  amendment  ofthe 
constitution  in  reUtion  to  this  subject,  was  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee.     (See  journal,  p.  9.) 

On  the  ISth  of  December,  before  any  report  was  made 
Mr.  Hamer,  of  Ohio,  (the  present  chairman,)  offered 
tbe  following  resolulion:  "  Saohtd,  That  the  Select  com- 
tnitlee  lu  which  was  referred  to  much  of  the  President's 
message  at  relates  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  oflhe  United  SUtes  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  smending  the  constitution  as 
to  provide  for  tha  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent by  a  direct  vole  uf  Ihe  people  in  districtsi  the  num- 
ber of  districts  in  each  State  lo  be  equal  to  the  number 
of  Senators  and  Representatives  to  which  audi  State  may 
be  entitled  in  ConKreta,  and  each  district  having  one 
Tolet  Ihe  election  ofsuch  officers  in  no  event  to  devolve 
upon  Congress.  No  person  wbo  has  been  elected  Presi- 
dent to  be  again  eligible  to  that  office;  and  Ibat  no  Sena- 
tor or  Representative  ahal I  be  nominated  or  pppouited  lo 
any  olGce  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  aulbority 
of  the  Uniled  States,  whilst  holding  a  seat  in  Congress." 
(See  journal,  p.  Ill,} 

Hr.  Uamer  was  then,  as  now,  afriend  oflhe  adminis- 
tration, aa  was  alao  t  majority  of  the  conimitlee. 

On  the  31st  January,  Ur.  Gilmer,  an  opponent  of  the 
administration,  who  was  chairman  of  tbe  select  commit- 
tee, reported  that  the  committee  could  not  agree.  (See 
p.  294.) 

On  tbe  eima  day,  Hr.  Gilmer,  by  leave,  offered  joint 
reaolutions  on  the  subject,  embracing  »  variety  of  prop- 
oattions  and  details  of  an  impmtaiit  character.  Bead, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 


On  tbe  I3th  of  February,  Hr.  Gilmer  made  •  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  to  take  up  and  considarthese  reso- 
lution a  {  yeas  151,  naya  %6i  the  great  body  ofthe  friend* 
oflhe  adminiitrstion  voting  for  it:  resolution  read,  and 


refer  the  election  of  Senator!  directly  lo  tbe  people- 
(Page  378.) 

February  19ih :  no  eSort  made  by  Hr.  Oilmec  to  take 
up  bis  resoluiioni. 

February  asth:Hr.  Wilde  moved  losui*pend(he|rule% 
BO  as  to  take  up  and  conuder  Ihe  resolutions  of  Hr-  Gif 
meri  yeas  113,  nays  93. 

-  By  unanimous  consent,  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
tutioni  was  suspended  for  tbe  present,  and  tbe  House 
proceeded  to  dcipatch  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 
Same  day,  resolutions  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gilmer,  amended.  The  amendment  does  sot  msterisIlT 
vary  Ihe  original  resolutions,  and  need  not  be  repeatecl 


ilrn.I,  , 


3.) 


Same  day,  Mr.  Speight  movedaa  amendment,  that  the 
presidential  term  should  be  six.  Instead  of  fouryearst  and 
the  President  to  he  ineligible  to  a  second  term.  (Jour- 
nal, p.  454.)     Hejected)  yeas  41,   nay)  1G3. 

Same  day,  Ur.  Gbolson  offered  an  amendment,  by 
striking  out  some  passages.     (Journal,  p.  455.) 

February  37ihi  Ur.  Gilmer  moved  to  subtend  the 
several  orders  of  the  day,  to  take  up  and  consider  Ihe 
resolutioni)  many  of  the  friends  of  Ihe  administ ration 
voting  in  favor  of  taking  up — among  tbem  Hr.  Polk — and 
many  against  it,  and  many  of  tbe  opposition  voting  bot)| 
for  and  against. 

Same  day,  tbe  consideration  ofthe  resolutloni  wa*  re- 
sumed, and  Hr.  Gholson  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Garham  (an  oppoaitlon  member)  moved  to  lay 
tbe  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brif^tan  opposition  member)  moved  to  a^jottrni 
rejected,  yeaa  38,  nays  136.      (Page  477.) 

Holionto  lay  on  tbe  table  reiectediyeaaSS,  nays  139. 
<P.g«  483.) 

After  fijriher  debate,  Mr.  Vanderpoel  moved  U 
adjourn:  rejected,  yeas  59,  nsyi  113.     (Psge  480.) 

Debate  resumed.  Mr.  Plummer,  a  friend  of  Judge 
White,  was  addressing  the  House,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by  Hr.  Wiae,  on  Ihe  ground  that  his  remarke 
were  irrelevant,  impertinent,  and  profane:  decided  te 
be  out  of  order,  but  had  leave  to  proceed,  yeas  I36| 
nays  38.    (Page  4S0.) 

\S\a  further  debate,  the  House  adjourned.   Thii  wu 

the  33lh  of  February,  but  six  days  before  (he  expira- 

n,  and  is  Ihe  laic  proceeding  on  this  resolution. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from   Tennessee  stales  that 

the  majority  of  the  select  committee  to  which  tbe  Preal- 

^nnt's  message  and  the  resolutions  referred  to  were  con> 

ilted  WIS  composed  of  a  msiority  of  the  friends  of  tbe 

ce  President,  the  purity  and  fidelity  of  some  of  whom 
nnot  be  doubted)  and  Irom  thence  strongly  insinuate! 
at  the  dilflcuhy  wllh  the  committee  in  coming  loaa 
agreement  is  chargeable  to  their  opposition  to  the  prt^ 
posed  amendment.  I  think  that  tbe  history  of  the  pro- 
gress of  this  proposllion  provea,  most  clearly,  that  (be 
honorable  gentlemanhassscribedtbe  failure  to  Uiewronf 
uuie.  There  is  liltle  doubt  that  Hr.  Gilmer  sought  ta 
ingraft  upon  the  report  of  the  committee  all  the  propt^ 
■llioni  and  details  contained  in  tbe  resolution  wbicli  he 
submitted  to  Ihe  House  on  the  3Iat  of  January,  Involv- 
ng  a  variety  of  propositions  of  very  aerleu*  and  ii»- 
lortanl  concern,  and  deserving  grave  and  detiberale  oon- 
ideratiom  for  it  was  said  in  the  House,  by  Hr.  8pcigb\ 
of  North  Carollns,  "  that,  although  Ihe  committee  eoulj 
agreement  generally,  they  did  agree,  widi 
that  part  relative  ti   "■" "     "      '        ' 
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Thii  ii  proof  CO  ncluiive  Ihkt,  upon  tbe  limple  proiMtition 
ortiking  fn>in  the  Houae  of  KEprewnUliTea  any  p«rlt- 
cipktion  in  (be  election  of  President  iik)  Vice  Pmident, 
the  commiltee  round  no  didiculty  in  coming  to  an  tgrec- 
inent;  but  tbil  tbe  conflict  of  opinion  arose  upon  the 
proposition  aflerwardn  submitted  in  the  Houte  by  Mr. 
fXImer.  and  that  Ibis  «rss  the  real  cause  whj  there  was 
no  action  by  the  committeej  for,  let  it  be  renurked,  that, 
on  the  yery  day  Mr.  Gilmer  wporled  that  the  commit- 
tee could  come  to  no  agreement,  he  submitted  his  reso- 
lutions. 

The  views  of  tbe  present  incumbent  of  Ihe-chalr,  [Ur. 
PotE,]  to  whom  some  rererence  hai  been  made  by  the 
honorable  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  were  ftyorable  to 
thia  amendment  of  the  eonttitutlon.  In  the  discusaion 
upon  Mr.  Gilmer's  resolutions,  lie  pointed  out  what  he 
re^rded  a  defect  in  the  resolutions,  and  nude  Ibe  re- 
marks which  I  will  now  read:  Mr.  Polk  said  "he  be- 
lieved lie  had  discovered  a  Tery  important  omission  in 
the  resolutions;  they  nowhere  staled  the  number  of  votes 
to  which  each  Slate  was  entitled,  although  they  had  laid 
down  the  mode  and  manner  in  wbich  the  electinnsshould 
be  held.  Mr.  P.  said  that  bis  views  in  many  points  re- 
sembled thoM  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia;  but,  in 
making  Important  fundunental  chsngei  in  our  conititu- 
tion,  it  became  the  Houie  to  pause  sind  deliberste.  Hr. 
P.  was  for  a  single  term,  against  an  election  by  that 
House,  and  would  in  all  c»ei  confine  the  election  to  the 
people;  but  he  did  not  think  that  they  should  pais  upon 
BO  weighty  a  subject  in  half  an  hour's  deliberai  ion.  lie 
■gain  avowed  bimseir  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  the 
resolutions,  end  referred  to  hia  fornier  course  in  aupport 
of  ibem." 

The  approbation,  (hen,  of  the  preeenl  Speaker  of  the 
proposed  amendment  is  not  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  1 
pressed  in  the  remarks  which  I  hive  quoted  in  the 
onequivocsl  lermsi  and  the  msnifeat  inclination  of  a  Isrge 
majority  of  the  friends  of  the  sd ministration  in  fuvor  of 
the  amendment  is  to  be  found  in  their  votes  upon  every 
question  taken  by  yeas  and  naya  upnn  tbii  subjeet. 
When,  therefore,  it  i>  considered  that  the  last  srsiion  of 
Congress  was  what  is  familiarly  eilled  a  shon  Bpssior 
that  the  propo«tion  involved  alterationa  and  amendment 
in  the  conililulion  of  the  most  grave  and  important  chai 
mcteri  the  late  period  when  they  were  called  upt  and  that 
Mr.  Gilmer  at  no  time  lerioualy  pressed  the  decisive  sc 
tion  of  the  House  upon  the  subject,  the  propriety  of  thi 
course  taken  by  the  House  la  strikingly  manifest,  and 
will  be  approved  by  the  country.  These  amendments 
and  attentions  were,  no  doubt,  introduced  merely  for 
tbe  consideration  of  the  people,  lo  be  finally  acted  upon 
bI  the  present  session.  A  report  upon  this  subject  hai 
been  made  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  be  acted  upon  by  the  House  during  the  pres- 
ent session.  Dut,  lir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tenneaaee  has  bimaeK  been  numbered  among  the  friendi 
of  thia  amendment  to  the  eonslitutioni  it  has  been  ear 
neatly  preised  by  the  President  ever  since  his  Insugura^ 
tion  into  office.  I  ssk,  then,  why  it  is  the  gentleman 
himself  has  not  been  found  pressing  this  amendment,  ii 
beinr.  In  hia  view,  so  very  important.  The  gentlemar 
■tands  involved  in  all  the  consrqiiences  of  the  b'lure  of 
the  majority,  of  which  he  was  one,  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
jc«t,  and  must  take  hia  share  of  responsibility  to  the 

The  honorable  gentleman.  In  alluding  lo  some  of  the 
members  ofthe  select  committee  to  whose  cousidei  ' 
tbe  resolutions  were  referred,  apoke  of  them  aa  gi 
men  whose  party  tidelily  could  not  be  doubted.  Thia, 
sir,  is  a  compliment  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  testimony  of  the  honorable  gentleman  him- 
self, afforded  in  a  speech  ascribed  to  hira,  (whether 
Joetly  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  tot  1  And  merely  an  ei 


in  the  newapapere,)  delivered  at  Nashville  ainee  tbe  hat 
session  of  Congress.  In  speaking  of  the  diScuItiea  un- 
der which  the  administration  labored  in  reUtion  to  the 
publle  deposites,  he  aaid : 

"  It  wsa  not  speeches  the  friends  of  the  administralian 
stood  In  need  of;  it  was  votes,  true  and  loyal  frienda, 
that  would  act  In  the  hour  of  need." 

From  thia  eipretnon,  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneaaee  will  nof  regard  honest  party  fidelity  with  any 
dlipteaaure.  Upon  the  whole,  J  think  the  gentlemaa 
from  Tennessee  has  failed  to  fix  upon  the  friends  of  the 
admin istmtion,  or  what  he  calls  "the  party,"  tbe  respon- 
sibility ofthe  failure  of  the  amendment,  or  an;  insincer- 
ity in  their  advocacy  of  It. 

Much  had  been  aald,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  alt  the  gentle- 
men who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  about  the  Im- 
mense aurplusin  the  Treasury,  and  ita  rapid  Increaae.  i 
here  submit  a  statement  showing  the  scliul  amount  of 
the  surplus  at  the  close  of  the  last  year;  and  what  will 
be  its  probable  amour\t  at  the  close  of  the  current  year 
depends  upon  the  appropriations  ofthe  present  session. 

1.  The  actual  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
Jsnusry,  1836,  afler  deducting  unavailable  funds,  and 
all  outstanding  appropriations,  was  about  lB,IX>0,0O0doI- 

The  balance  on  hand  was  about  25,r31.153  dollar^ 

and  the  outstanding  appropriations  near  eight  milfions. 
This  surplus  was  larver  than  had  bpen  previously  esti- 
mated, on  account  of  the  great  importstiona  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  made  before  the  apprehended  diffi- 
culties with  prance  should  probably  end  in  commercial 
restriction*  and  war;  and  on  account  of  the  unexpected 
continuance  of  eitravsgant  speculatinns  in  public  landa 
through  the  months  of  November  and  December. 

3.  The  amount  of  the  aurplut  at  the  close  of  1836  will 
of  course  depend  on  Ibe  receipts  during  tbe  year,  and 
the  expenditures,  which  have  not  yet  been  ascertained, 
for  a  single  month  with  entire  accuracy. 

But  if  the  estimates  made  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  receipt*  should  be  exceeded  by  three  or  four  mil- 
lions of  dollar*,  aa  aecms  probsble  from  the  large  Import* 
lo  supply  the  dewruction  of  goods  by  fire  in  New  York, 
and  from  a  continuance  in  January  and  February  of  large 
purchases  oF  public  lands,  then  the  whole  receipts  in  the 
year  may  be  expected  lo  equal  about  25,000,000  dollars. 
The  receipts  from  lands  are  so  uncrrlain,  tliey  may  ex- 
ceed or  fall  short  of  the  allowance  included  In  the  above 

I  do  not  see  any  indications  that  the  United  States 
Bank  intends  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  much,  if  any,  of 
otir  capital  aioek  during  1836,  so  as  to  swell  the  turplus 
from  that  source. 

From  this  33,000,000  dollirs  is  to  be  deducted  the  ex- 
penditures during  1836  of  new  ippropriations,  which 
have  been  estimated  in  the  annual  report  at  about 
33,000,000  dollars. 

If  the  expenditures  in  1S36  of  new  appropriation* 
should  equal  that  sum,  the  balance  of  receipts  in  the  year 
would  exceed  the  expenditure  about  2,000,000  dollars. 
But  if  to  those  expenditures,  a*  estimated  seven  months 
ago,  are  added  the  new  items  for  the  Florida  war,  and 
other  incidents,  equalling  fire  millions,  the  balsnca  of 
expenditures  over  receipts  would  be  3,000,000  dullarsi 
and  thus  what  might  be  deemed  a  aurphu  in  the  Treas- 
uiy,  January,  1S37  would  be  only  about  15,000,000  dol- 
lars, instead  of  khat  it  waa  January  I,  1836,  of  about 
18,000,000  dollars. 

Should  Congress,  however,  appropriate  still  more  la 
tbe  fortifications  and  navy,  to  build  custora-hoiisea,  be. 
iic.,  than  was  contemplated  in  the  eatimatea  submitted 
last  December,  (and  it  i*  expected  they  may  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  six  or  seven  millions,)  all  that  excess 
will  pr»  lanto  reduce  the  auiplus  below  fifteen  million*, 
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■nd  anke  it  not  orer  wran  or  eight  millioni.  So  if  the 
rcoeiptt  Troin  dutje(»re>ct<ully  poatpnnedniuch  tonib- 
Be<(qent  jenn  by  the  New  York  Rre  bill,  or  »re  dimin- 
Med  by  >ny  Ui^  reminloni  of  dutiei,  the  Mirplui  vill 
be  fiirther  reduced.  On  the  canlnry,  the  reCElpti  Irom 
laadi,   fcc.,   my  be  larger,   end   then  it    will   be  in> 

From  thii  itrietneDl,  there  wh  icttiilly  in  the  Treuury 
mt  the  clote  of  the  jeir  ebout  410,000,000,  kfter  deduct- 
ing loliul  espcnditurei  ind  unexpended  appro [irittiani, 
which  mutt  be  expended.  And  thit,  sir,  n  the  Jmmenw 
■UTplu*  over  which  the  Eiecutive  vieldonunconlroiled 
autbority,  and  with  whitA  tBe  nation  ii  lo  be  corrupted  \ 
Sir,  It  ii  trae  it  ia  rapidly  increaaing,  and  will  continue 
to  do  ao,  unleie  we  paw  the  neceanry  ipproprialion 
bilh.  Sir,  thia  nirplua,  with  the  decreuing  duliet  under 
theact  ori833,  will  not  remain  lonjr,  although  it  amounta 
in  calculation  almoit  to  f5O,0O0,OOO|  but  will  be  only  in 
calculation,  not  in  eaah.  I  am,  Hr.  Chairman,  much 
amuaed  at  the  change  in  the  atale  of  Ihingi.  Two  yeari 
ago  we  heard  nothing  bnt  wofiil  prophecieaoF  a  bank- 
rupt Treasury  and  a  ruined  people.  A  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  arising  from  the  folly  and  uiurpationa  ofthis 
administration,  was  predicted  with  great  conAdener 
This  very  year  waa  the  period  of  ftilfilnient— when  k . 
■nd  behold,  we  are  not  alarmed  on  account  of  a  bank- 
rupt Treasury  and  a  ruined  country,  but,  sir,  because  of 
an  orerflowing  Treasury  and  a  prosperous  people.  We 
are  actually  alarmed  because  we  hare  so  much  money 
we  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  What  a  nngular 
fulfllmenl  of  prophecy  this!  There  is,  Mr.  Chairnun, 
B  ready  way  to  relieve  all  our  difficulties  upon  this  aub 
ject — relicTe  the  tiics  of  the  people  by  reducing  the 
tariff,  snd  the  surplus  will  soon  be  reduced.  1  bold  my- 
aeir  under  no  obligation  lo  abide  any  compromise  of 
conflicting  inieresta  which  shall  uoneceaaaiily  burden 
the  great  body  of  (he  people. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  consider  the  subject  of 
Ihedeposite  banks.  It  ia  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Hr.  Dili.}  that  the  depoaile  of  the  public 
money  in  the  State  banks,  extending  aa  they  do  orcr  tbe 
whole  nation,  secures  to  Ihe  Executive  an  extensive  and 
dangerous  iufiuence  over  (he  moneyed  concerns  of  the 
country,  to  an  eslent  dangerous  to  public  virtue  and  lib- 
erty; that  the  depotite  banks  will  be  entirely  lubaervient 
to  ila  views.  Sir,  the  public  money  must  either  be  con- 
centrated at  one  point,  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  would  be  unsafe  and  dangerous,  or  in  Ihe  hand* 
of  individuals,  which  would  also  be  unsafe,  or  in  banks  < 
and  the  question  ii,  which  would  be  the  moat  judicious 
deptniteP  Mr.  Gallatin,  for  whose  opinions  I  entertain 
very  high  respect,  in  a  report  lo  Congressln  1811,  when 
the  charter  of  the  old  United  Slatea  Bank  wai  under 
consideration,  used  this  language:  "The  banking  sys- 
tem ia  now  Itrmly  estabUsbed,  snd  in  its  ramifications  ex- 
tends to  every  part  of  the  United  SWtes.  Under  that 
^stem,  tbe  assistance  of  banks  appears  to  me  neceasary 
for  the  punctual  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the 
aafe  keeping  and  tnnamiaaion  of  public  money.  That 
tbe  puneluallty  of  psymenta  ia  principally  due  to  banks, 
ia  a  fact  generally  acknowledged,"  &c.  Thlaargument 
is  used  merely  to  prove  Ihe  neceasily  of  using  banks, 
because  the  system  ia  firmly  incorporated  into  our  aya- 
tem.  He  then  goes  on  to  argue  Ihe  advantages  of  a 
national  over  Stale  banksi  but  says:  ■>  If,  indeed,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  could  be  removed  without 
afFsotin^eitheriti  numerous  debt ons  the  other  moneyed 
institnlions,  or  the  circulation  of  the  country,  the  ordi- 
nary liacal  operaiioni  of  the  Government  would  not  be 
■natetially  deranged,  and  might  be  carried  on  by  mean* 
of  another  general  bank,  or  oF  Stale  banki."  This  con- 
cedes tbtt  whole  ground  E  desire;  and  that  Stale  banks 
«aa  be  effectively  and  aafelf  employed  is  already  proved 


by   acttial  experiment.  ... 

from  a  man  favoring  a  national  bank. 

The  reasons,  under  existing  cireuinttances,  «f  select' 
ing  State  banks,  by  the  Executive,  are  manifeaii  It  wat 
an  act  of  necessity.  There  is  no  law  directing  wliere 
the  public  money  should  be  depoaited,  in  case  of  the  ex> 
piration  of  the  United  Slatea  Bank  charter,  or  in  case 
Ihe  Secretary,  under  the  discreilon  with  which  he  wai 
vested,  should  deem  it  expedient  to  remove  then:  tiie 
State  Banks  were  tbe  only  aafe  places  which  eouM  be 
aelected.  At  the  opening  of  the  aesMon  of  CongreM 
succeeding  (he  removal  of  Ihe  public  depositei^  the  Pres- 
ident in  his  mesasge  notified  Congrese  of  the  act  of  re- 
moval, the  selection  of  the  Stste  banks,  and  earnestly 
recommended  to  Congreai  to  make  auitable  regulations- 
He  said,  "  (he  attention  of  Congress  ii  earnestly  invited 
to  the  regulation  of  the  depositea  in  the  Slate  banks,  by 
law.  Although  the  power  now  exercised  by  the  ezeen- 
tive  department  in  thia  behalf  is  bnly  aueti  atwaa  nnl* 
formly  exercised  through  every  adminlitration,  from 
the  origin  of  the  Government  up  lo  the  nubKriiinent 
of  the  present  bank,  yet  it  ia  one  which  is  suaceplibls 
of  regulation  by  law,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  so  regu- 
lated. The  power  of  Oongrasa  (o  direct  in  what  placet 
(be  Treasurer  shall  keep  the  moneys  in  the  Tt^aaury, 
and  to  impose  restrictions  upon  the  executive  authority, 
in  rebtion  to  their  custody  and  removal,  ia  unlimiled;" 
and  Congress  from  tbat  time  to  this  has  ftiled  to  do  ao. 
Tbe  reason  is  obvious.  Tbe  bill  regulating  this  matler 
was  embarrasaed  in  ita  prc^reaa  with  cton  and  rcstrie- 
tionn,  which  might  induce  the  State  banks  to  refuse  lo 
receive  the  deposites,  and  thus  (o  bring  about  the  neeea- 
aily  of  renewing  tbe  cbarter  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
or  chartering  anew  national  bank.'  Sir,  we  should  cease 
tu  assail  the  Executive  about  its  influence  and  control 
lheStatebanka,andoftbepublicmaney.  The  Exec- 
utive has  earneiCly  invited  and  urged  you  to  regulate  the 
depositea,  and  reatrlot  its  control  over  the  public  money. 
Gentlemen  complain  of  the  influence  which  the  Ex- 
ecutive will  exert  over  Ihe  community — an  influence, 
they  say,  dangerous  to  liberty — through  the  medium  of 
the  deposite  banks.  1  submit  it  (o  the  country  to  decide 
whether  there  be  less  danger  from  s  connexion  with  a 
national  bank  of  ^5,000,000;  having  its  branches  in  the 
capital  of  every  Slate,  controlled  by  a  single  board  of 
directors,  or  tbe  same  number  of  State  banka,  having 
each  its  independent  board  of  directors,  controlled  by 
the  vigilance  of  iwenty-four  S(a(e  Ooverntnents,  each  in- 
terested for  its  own  aecuriiy  in  resiraining  any  undue  infiu- 
ence  over  State  Inslilutiona  by  the  national  OovernmeBt, 
even  with  150,000, 000,  of  capital.  I  am,  myself,  Hr.  Chair* 
man,  no  friend  of  banking  inatKutioni:  Ihe  whole  aye. 
tem  is  corrupt  in  its  tendency,  and  la  as  successfully 
building  up  aristocracy  in  this  country  si  Ihe  laws  of  pri- 
mogeniture and  succession  sustain  U  in  Great  Britain.      ' 

But,  air,  gentlemen  not  only  profess  lo  be  alarmed  at 
Ihe  influence  possessed  by  the  Government  ovsr  theae 
institutions,  and  the  dangeroua  tendency  of  that  influ- 
ence, but  they  strike  up  another  panic,  and  aaaert  that 
the  deposite  hankaare  not  safci  that  Ihe  pubKo  money 
will  all,  or  nearly  all,  be  lost.  1  here  exhibit  a  table 
showing  the  true  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  up  to 
the  lit  February,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the 
demands  against  Ihem  amount  lo  f8G,844,T63  35,  and 
their  means  to  meet  them  1128,074,570  13,  leaving  a 
aum  over  and  above  all  demand*  of  f41, 239,833  79. 

11  appears  (hat  the  immediate  liabilities  uf  all  Ihe  de- 
posite banks  are  aa  fullows- 

Owing  to  other  banks,  -  -    |14,B79,1S1  AS 

Circulation  lo  be  redeemed    -  56,343,688  36 

Private  deposite*        -  •  -      15,043.033  64 

Public  deposites  -  -      30,678,679  91 


-    «86,S44,7«3  36 
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»lJ,7ia.977  35 
10,198,659  3* 
9,573^89  53 


bilUiei  were: 

Dm  froai  othrr  bMJu 

Bpaiut  on  band 

N«tM  of  «peote-p*rinff  banki  - 

Bd  (htt  tbair  immediate  bmmu 
their  immediite  liebllitle*. 

Tbit  ii  ■  proportion  larger  than  moat  of  the  other  bank* 
in  the  United  Stateii  Urf[er  ihin  the  United  Slalea 
Bank  itMir  Died  geaerally  to  bave  when  a  publia  de- 
poiilorv,  and  hkrf^r  than  the  Bank  of  England  uHuUy 
ha*.  (See  Mipplcmental  report,  1B34,  lahle  \A,  Doc 
-  No.37,  Ho.  oritepf.) 

But,  haiide  Iheae  inuMdiale  neana,  the  dapoiite  banki 
had  ^o  other  meani  to  aeeure  the  Oovemment  and 
oth«r  depoiitor^  and  the  holdera  of  their  notea,  of  about 

30  per  cent  more  than  the  amount  of  all  thei~ ' ''~'~ 

liabititiei: 

Thai,  beaide  the  above  immediate  meani,  they  bave  billa 

of  exchanBe,  in  maay  eaies  ai  available  ai  ipceie, 

WHHiniinKto      -  -  -93^149,935  39 

They  have  due  the«  on  notea  and  ob- 

UjiatlonB  ditcoanted.  the  nim  of  •  65,1}9,90B  6i 
AndaddtothiitheiriiiimcdiateBKanior    35,464.736  IS 


Then 


In  addition  to  thi^  the  Traaaury  holda  collateral  te- 
curtty  of  moat  of  tbeae  bauka,  to  aecure  wbat  ia  due  to 
the  United  Slalcf,aiH]sgeatEdin  annual  report,  page  31. 

The  report!  up  to  the  lit  of  March  vary  thU  view  but 
little.  It  ia  manifeat,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  m 
ntneb  alarm  for  the  aafeiy  of  the  public  money  ia  totally 
nnfbundcd.  It  ia  eaiy  to  diacover  that  all  theae  fear*  and 
aUrwa  about  the  depoiite  bank*,  thia  irrealslible  inSu- 
ence  of  the  Executive  over  the  public  mind,  through 
their  aceney,  are  intended  to  effect  aome  other  favorite 
nbjeeti  (hey  aquint  at  another  national  bank.  I  do  not 
allude  to  any  genttemRn  on  thia  floor.  But,  air,  doea  it 
not  occur  to  gentlemen,  if  theae  depotite  banka  are  alt 
broke,  tbsl  they  can  esenlae  no  delcterioua  influence 
«pon  the  country,  and  that  theae  feara  are  entirely 

It  aubject  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  hon- 
unoie  Kcntleman  from  Tenneuee  [  Vir.  Bii^]  la  which  I 
ahall  advert,  ia  the  aubjecl  ofeiecuUve  patronage,  the  in- 
crcaaeanddangerouatendency  of  which  aeem  toexciteao 
much  apprehenaion  for  Ihe  virtue  and  aafety  of  the  nation, 
onthe  part  of  that  gentleman.  In  dlicuaaingthiaqueatioo, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  ahall  not  iiop  to  inquire  what  friend  of  the 
a<bniniftraikin  may  or  may  not  be  involred  in  incoiuia- 
tencyi  that  ia  immateriat  to  nte.  I  ahall  preaent  my  own 
viewB  upon  thii  aa  upon  all  other  queationa  which  (ball 
cone  under  conaideration,  without  regard  to  Ibe  conse- 
quencea  to  othera.  The  queatlon  ia,  what  are  the  prio' 
ciplci  of  thia  adminialralion  upon  thia  aubject?  not  what 
ia,  or  wbat  has  been,  the  opinion  of  Ibia  or  that  individual 
fKeitdi  and  whether,  upon  thia  subject,  the  profeaaion 
and  ptvcticc  of  the  adminiit ration  have  been  conaiatent.  ■ 
The  honorable  gentlenkan  sayl  the  bill  now  before  the 
Houae,  aent  hitber  by  the  Senate,  ii  intended  to  reatrict 
and  cut  dIT  impn^er  executive  patronage.  Thii  bill 
provide!  tliat  the  limitation  of  four  yeara  to  the  duration 
of  the  term  of  the  public  oiScera,  to  whoae  officea  it  now 
■ppliea,  fhall  he  repealed,  and  that,  in  caae  of  removal 
from  office  before  the  nomination  of  a  auccetaor  ia  acted 
upon,  the  Ptcndcnl  ahail  aailgn  to  the  Senate  hi!  reaaon! 
tor  the  removal,  Nov,  air,  I  deny  that  thia  bill  ia  in 
accordance  with  the  profeaaed  opinlona  of  the  adminia- 
tratlon.    The  viewa  of  the  Present  upon  thia  aubject 


were  announced  in  bi«  firtt  annual  mCMage  to  Congreat, 
in  which  he  aaya: 

"  Ttvere  are  perhapa  few  nien  who  can  for  any  great 
length  of  time  enjoy  offioe  and  power,  without  beine  more 
or  IcM  under  the  influence  of  feeling  unfavorabfe  to  a 
faithfiil  diacharge  of  their  public  dutiea.  Their  integrity 
may  be  proof  againat  improper  conaideratiant  imtne* 
diately  addreated  to  themtelvea,  but  they  are  apt  to 
acquire  a  habit  of  looking  with  indifference  upon  the 
public  inteieati,  and  of  tolerating  conduct  from  which 
an  unpracliaed  man  would  revolt.  Office  ia  conaidered 
■aa^eeiea  of  property,  and  Government  rather  aa  a 
mean*  of  promoting  individual  intereat^  than  aa  an  in- 
atrumcnt  created  autely  for  Ihe  aervice  of  the  people. 
Corruption  in  aome,  and  in  othera  a  perverHon  of  cor- 
rect faelinga  and  principlea,  divert  Ooiernment  from  ita 
legitimate  ends,  and  make  it  an  engine  for  the  lupport 
of  the  few  at  the  ezpenie  of  Ihe  many.  The  dutiea  of 
all  public  offioera  are,  or  at  leaat  admit  of  being  made,  to 
plain  and  limple  that  men  of  intelligence  may  readily 
qualify  themaelvei  for  their  performance;  and  I  cannot 
but  believe  tbat  more  ia  loat  by  the  long  continuance  of 
men  in  office  than  ia  generally  to  be  gained  by  their  ex. 
perience.  I  aubmit,  therefore,  to  your  conaideration 
whether  lbs  efficiency  of  the  Gavernment  would  not  b* 
promoted,  and  ofiicial  induatry  and  integrity  beuer 
aecured,  by  a  general  ezleniion  of  the  law  which  limit* 
appointmenta  to  four  years. 

"  In  a  counlry  where  oflicea  are  created  aolelj^  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  no  one  man  baa  any  more  intrinaic 
right  to  official  atalioo  than  another.  Office!  were  not 
eatabliahed  to  give  aupport  to  particular  men,  at  the 

Eublic  expense.  No  Individual  wrong  ia  therefore  done 
y  removal,  since  neither  appointment  to,  nor  continu- 
ance in,  office  ia  matter  of  right.  The  incumbent  be- 
came an  officer  with  a  view  to  public  benefits)  and  when 
theae  require  his  removal,  they  are  not  to  be  sacrificed 
tu  private  interests.  It  ia  the  people,  and  tiiey  alone, 
who  have  a  right  to  complain  when  a  bad  officer  is  auh- 
stiluted  for  a  good  one.  He  who  ia  removed  baa  the 
aame  meana  of  obtaining  a  living  that  are  enjoyed  by 
the  milliona  who  never  held  office.  The  propoaed 
limitation  would  dealroy  the  idea  of  property,  now  to 
generally  connected  with  official  station;  and  although 
individual  distress  may  be  aometimes  produced,  it  would, 
by  promoting  that  rotstion  which  constitutes  a  leading 
principle  in  the  republican  creed,  give  healthful  actioa 
to  the  ayatem." 

If  any  man  can  discern  In  theae  view*  of  the  President 
the  alighteat  accordance  with  (he  principlea  at  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  he  baa  more  acuieneas  than  I  have. 
The  Senate's  bill  propoaea  to  repeal  the  limitation  of  four 
I  entirelr,  while  the  President  recommenda  an  en- 
roent  of  the  limitation  offour  years  to  nearly  all  the 
officea  under  the  Ooveromenti  cerUinly  a  very  material 
difference.  The  Senate's  bill.requiies  the  President  to 
sMign  bis  reasons  for  removali  the  Preaideat  nowhere 
timate*  the  propriety  of  such  a  requisition! 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  vaa  a  leading  object  in  tile  formation 
..  our  Government  to  divide  it  into  three  aeparate  and 
Independent  depsrtaientt—lqialative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial—leaving each,  as  far  a*  pikdicable,  uncontrolled 
and  untrammelled  in  it*  action  by  the  interference  of  the 
other.  T^is,  air,  la  a  conatituttonal  division  and  a  con- 
"  tional  object)  the  principle  haa  been  sanctiooed  by 
___  moat  distinguished  patriot!  and  atatesmen.  TM 
executive  power  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Freudent 
by  the  conslilution  I  and  however  unwise  the  inveatment, 
if  it  be  so,  it  cannot  be  divested  of  it  but  by  oonstitational 
amendment  Among  the  most  efficient  powcn  vested 
by  the  constitution  in  the  I'rsndent,  is  the  power  of  r^ 
ffloval  IVom  office.  The  importance  attached  to  this 
exe«utire  powec  ia  well  illustrated  by  the  fiMt  that,  i^ 
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the  firtt  Mi^on  «f  Con^reti  after  the  formatioii  of  the 
comtilution,  k  pnxr'uion  attached  to  the  bill  organizinf; 
the  Slate  SepartoKnt,  authoriiing  the  Preaident  to  re- 
move the  Sectetarr  rrom  office  at  pleaaure,  wai  stricken 
oul,  on  the  ground  that  the  power  waa  uneonat'iiutiona], 
and  could  not  be  oonfened  by  taw.  The  propoaition  to 
atrike  out  that  provlaion  gave  riia  to  a  long  and  able 
debate,  in  which  the  question  whether  the  power  or  re< 
monl  WM  derived  from  the  conatilution  or  not,  was  ably 
and  elaborately  ducussed.  Ur.  Madison,  who  pirtidpa- 
ted  largely  in  that  debate,  taid,  wbile  discussing  the  Pres- 
ident's power  of  removal : 

"  But  tbere  is  another  part  of  the  cooitltDtion  which 
inclines,  in  my  judgment,  to  ftvor  the  eonttruction  I 
put  upon  it.  The  Preaident  it  required  to  take  care 
tbatthe  lawt  be  faithfully  executed.  Ifttaeduty  toaee 
the  taws  fiulhfully  executed  be  required  at  the  handiof 
the  Executive  Magistrate,  it  would  seem  that  It  was 
generally  intended  he  should  have  that  species  of  power 
which  is  necessary  to  aeoomplist)  Itut  end.  Now,  if  the 
nfficer  appointed  is  not  to  depend  upon  the  Preaident 
for  his  oTBdal  existence,  but  upon  a  distinct  body,  I  con- 
fess 1  do  not  see  how  tbe  President  can  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  bithfully  executed." 

In  the  same  speech  ha  laid.- 

"  If  any  thing  in  its  nature  is  executive,  it  mutt  be 
that  power  which  isemnloved  in  superintending  and  see- 
ing that  the  lawa  are  faithfully  executed." 

Again,  Mr-  Hadiaon  aaid: 

"1  think  it  absolutely  necessary  (bat  the  Prendent 
should  have  the  power  of  Temoval  from  officei  it  will 
make  him  in  a  peculiar  nunner  respomible  for  their 
conduct,  and  subject  him  to  impeachment  liimaelf,  if  he 
BuRer  them  to  perpelnte,  with  impunity,  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  against  the  United  SUtes,  or  neglect 
to  superintend  their  conduct »  u  to  check  their  eioes* 
sea.  On  the  constitutiDnaliiy  uf  the  declaration  I  have 
no  manner  of  doubt." 

Mr.  Giles^  in  a  debate  In  1803,  upon  (he  judiciary  bill, 
expressed  the  same  opinion.     He  Mid : 

"  In  relation  to  newspsper  scribblers,  Mr.  Jefferson 
once  taid,  'Let  them  stand  ondislurbed,  as  monuments 
of  the  safely  with  whieh  error  of  opinion  mav  be  tolera- 
ted, where  reason  it  left  f^ee  to  combst  it.'  " 

Hr-  Giles.  "The  President  is  sulhoriied,  without 
limitation,  to  commission  all  Uic  ofBcert  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  question  arisea,  by  what  tenure?  The  reply 
11,  secording  to  bis  pleasure  or  discretion.  It  was  not 
difficult  to  foresee  ttiat,  if  tbe  President  was  fully  em- 
powered to  commitnon  as  he  pleased,  he  would  com- 
misaion  during  his  pletiure.  The  LcRislature  haa  no 
more  control  over  an  officer,  who  holds  an  executive 
commission  during  the  pleaiiire  of  the  Prendent,  than 
over  a  judicial  officer,  liolding  his  office  during  good 
behaviour— the  remedy  given  by  the  conslitulion  being 
the  same  in  both  cases,  to  wit,  impeachment.  Nor  is 
there  any  reason  why  tbe  office  of  the  one  ihoold  be  less 
•ubject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Lfgiilsture  than  the 
office  of  the  olheri  and  it  seems  to  be  univerwilly  agreed 
that,  although  the  Legislsture  cannot  deprive  an  ex- 
ecutive DlBcer  of  his  office  in  any  other  way  than  by 
impeachment,  during  the  continuance  of  such  office,  yet 
the  office  is  alwaya  subject  to  be  abolished.  The  same 
reasoninr  will  hold  itith  equal  force  respecting  a  judge 
and  a  judidal  officer.  The  reason  why  the  Executive 
ia  proacijbed  from  the  removal  of  a  judge  is  to  secure 
to  the  jud^  the  complete  independence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, wbo  M  not  responiible  for  the  discharge  of  judicial 
dutiett  but  the  removal  is  perfectl*  correct  in  the  case 
of  an  executive  officer,  because  the  President  is  highly 
responrible  for  the  due  discharge  of  executive  duliea. 
The  LegisUture  ti  not  respontible  for  either,  and,  of 
CDurae,  aland*  in  the  Mtme  cotBtilutioinl  rehtioii  to 


remedy  against  both — impeaeb- 


b'olh.    There  ta  the  ta 

The  la[s  eminent  Judge  Tucker,  ofYlrginia,  exprett- 
ed  the  same  opinion.  In  the  appendix  to  his  Coin- 
mentary  upon  Blackstone  he  said: 

"The  constitution  ha*  made  ample  provision  for  hi* 
aid  in  these  respects,  by  assigning  to  him  minister^  to 
whom  the  conduct  of  Esch  of  the  executive  Departments 
may  be  committed,  from  whom  he  may  require  all  neces- 
sary intormstian,  as  also  their  opinions,  in  writing,  upon 
any  subject  relating  to  tbe  duties  of  their  respective  offi- 
ceti  and  whom  be  may,  moreover,  remove  at  pleasure." 

In  further  support  of  this  claim  of  constitutional  power 
for  the  Executive,  I  here  quote  from  Mr.  Calhoun^ 
speech  upon  the  removal  of  tbe  deputitetin  1834.  In 
that  speech  he  said; 

"I  cannot  doubt  that  the  President  hss,  under  tbe 
constitution,  the  right  of  removal  from  offlcei  nor  can  I 
doubt  that  the  power  of  removal,  wherever  it  exists, 
doei^  from  necessity,  involve  the  power  of  general  su- 
pervision! nor  can  1  doubt  that  it  might  be  constitution- 
ally exercised  in  reference  to  the  deposites.  Reverse 
the  present  case.  Suppose  the  late  Secretary,  instead 
of  being  against,  had  been  in  favor  of  the  removal,  and 
that  the  President,  instead  of  for,  had  been  against  i^ 
deeming  their  removal  not  only  inexpedient,  but,  under 
(he  circumstance^  IMegili  would  any  man  doubt  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  he  had  a  right  to  remove  hi* 
Secretary,  if  it  were  the  only  means  of  preventing  the 
removal  of  the  depotites?  Niy,  would  it  not  have  beeli 
bis  indiapenstble  duty  to  have  removed  him*  And  had 
he  not,  would  he  not  have  been  universally  and  justly 
held  responsible^" 

In  further  support  of  this  claim,  I  quote  from  Ur. 
Clay's  speech  at  Fowler's  Garden,  in  which,  while  be 
declaimed  against  the  abuae,  by  fair  inference  admitted 
the  constitutional  power  of  removal- 

"The  President  is  invested  with  the  tremendoot 
power  of  dismiasion,  (o  be  exercised  for  the  public  good, 
■nd  not  to  gnlify  any  private  paaiions  or  purpoees.  It 
was  conferred  to  prevent  the  public  from  soffeting 
through  faithless  or  incompetent  offleen.  It  ws*  made 
summary,  because,  if  the  slow  process  of  trial  befofe  k 
judicial  tribunal  were  resorted  to,  the  public  might  b% 
greatly  injured  during  the  progress  tnd  prior  to  the 
decision  of  the  case." 

These  opinioni  are  founded  upon  the  principle  that 
the  President,  being  charged  by  the  constitution  with 
(he  whole  executive  power,  i>  responsible  to  the  country 
for  the  due  and  faithful  execution  of  (he  laws — his  osth 
requities  it  at  his  hands.  In  support  of  this  opinion,  I 
quote  Tram  Hr.  JefTerson't  letter  to  Monsieur  De  Tracy ; 
"While  the  tranquil  and  steady  tenor  of  our  tingle 
Executive,  during  a  course  of  twenty-two  years  of  the 
most  tempestuous  times  the  history  of  the  world  his 
ever  preaented,  give*  a  ntionsi  hope  that  this  important 
problem  is  at  length  solred,  aided  by  the  counsels  of  a 
cabinet  of  heads  of  Departments,  originally  four,  but  now 
five,  with  whom  the  Preadent  conmlis,  either  singly  or 
altogether,  he  hat  the  benefit  of  their  wisdom  and  in- 
formation, brings  their  views  (o  one  centre,  and  pro- 
duces a  unity  of  action  and  direction  in  all  the  branchea 
of  the  Guvernment.  The  excellence  of  this  construc- 
tion of  the  executive  power  his  already  manires(ed  it- 
self here  under  very  opposite  circums(ances.  During 
the  administration  of  our  first  President,  his  cabinet  of 
four  members  was  equally  divided  by  at  marked  an  op- 
poution  of  principle  at  monarcbism  and  repufalicaniani 
could  bring  into  conflict.  Had  (hat  cabinet  been  a  di- 
rectory, like  potitive  and  negative  quantitiet  in  algebra, 
the  oppomng  wills  would  have  balanced  each  other,  and 
produced  a  state  of  absohile  inacdon.  But  the  Presi- 
dent heud  with  e 
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ewh,  dec'tded  tbe  coune  to  be  pumied,  *nd  kept  the 
GoTernment  itndily  in  it,  unifTeeted  by  tbe  igltsllon. 
Tbe  public  knew  well  Ihe  diuenHoai  of  (he  obinci, 
but  never  bmd  ui  uaeuy  tliought  on  their  ■ccount,  be- 
cause the;  knew  ilni  ihej  had  provided  a  regulating 
power,  which  would  keep  the  machine  in  Meady  more- 

I  alio  refer  to  Hr.  HadUon'i  opinion  in  the  debate 
before  referred  to,  and  juit  quoted.  I  alao  refer  to 
Judge  Tucker'a  Commentary  on  Blackatone,  appendix 
to  lit  volumr,  part  1,  in  which  he  says; 

"The  true  ptuntof  reapDnsibiliiyreatiupaa  Ibesbort- 
neaa  of  the  period  for  which  a  Preaident  of  Ihe  United 
Statea  ia  elected,  and  the  power  wbicb  Ihe  people  poi- 
aoM  of  rejecting  him  at  a  aucceeding  election."  The 
aame  able  author  aays,  ■*  retponaibillty  pursuea  bim  (the 
Preaident}  in  e«rry  ailuation,  whether  active  or  panive, 
alceping  or  awakei"  a  aentiment,  the  truth  of  which  ta 
confirmed  by  that  unerring  Icat,  experience. 

And  lo  the  opinion  of  Hr.  Calhoun,  cxprcHed  in  a 
letter  lo  General  Hamilton,  ih  1638,  in  which  he  ««y*: 

"  Na  KUlion  can  be  more  cunfidential  than  that  bc- 
tweeo  the  Preaident  and  memhera  of  the  cabinet,  ai  hi* 
conitilutional  adviiera,  charged  ai  he  ia  wilh  Ihe  execu- 
tive dutiei  of  the  Gmernment,  wbicb  were  veiled  in  a  lin- 
gleperaoD,  to  give  energy  and  nrumplitude  in  execution." 

The  principle  of  unity  in  the  executive  department, 
aa  oiaintained  by  all  our  diatinguiihed  (tatnmen,  neces- 
aarily  attachei  to  il  reiponitiiilily,  and  with  that  re- 
•ponHbility  the  power  of  removal)  for  it  would  be  moat 
outrageoua  to  hold  the  Preaident  reiponiibic  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  Ihe  lawa,  and  at  the  lame  lime  cotn- 
pel  him  lo  retain  in  office  ■  act  of  unworthy  oflicen, 
vho  would  thwart  bia  viewa  and  reaiit  hii  authority, 
preventing  the  prompt  and  faithful  execution  of  the 
lawa.  1  Aiould  have  thought  the  construction  of  the 
conalitution,  by  ila  very  auihori,  and  Ibe  uniform  prac- 
tice ever  aince,  would  have  aettled  thia  principle  ao  far 
■«  to  prevent  any  effort  lo  change  it  by  acl  of  Congrett. 
In  thia,  however,  I  am  miatakenj  and  thia  bill  from  the 
Senate  baa  Ihit  object  in  view. 

Begarding,  aa  I  do,  Ihe  power  of  removal  aa  a  power 
conferred  on  the  Preaident  by  the  constilulion,  1  have 
not  examined  into  the  delaili  of  the  bill  wilh  a  view  to 
ucertain  their  probable  effeciii  but,  al  the  threajiald, 
Bnd  it  a  bill  to  repeal  a  conilitutional  principle,  by  ope- 
ration, of  law.  The  executive  and  leglaiatlTe  depart- 
■Denta,  being  bolh  crealurei  of  the  conatitulion,  and  co- 
ordinate branclie*  of  the  Government,  I  cannot  concent 
thai  Ihe  one  ihatl  dedroy  or  impair  Ihe  Independent 
conilituiional  puwera  of  tbe  other.  Hence,  air,  I  am, 
in  principle,  opposed  to  this  bill.  It  seeks  to  detlroy, 
by  law,  Ihe  power  of  removal,  conferred  by  the  conati- 
tution.  Ur.  Chairman,  it  will  be  dangerous  to  permit 
auch  iuiidioui  encroach  men  la,  b/  law,  as  these,  upon 
the  constitution.  Tbe  principles  of  Ihe  constitution 
sboiitd  be  preserved  unimpaired)  and  whenever  llie  con- 
struction of  its  powers  is  doublAil,  the  only  lafe  way  to 
settle  the  question  of  power  is  to  appeal  to  Ihe  source  of 
all  power— the  people.  Sir,  upon  this  question,  I  am 
aaked  lo  repeal,  by  law,  a  power  of  the  conaiitutton,  ac- 
knowledged and  acted  upon  for  near  fidy  yeara.  Gen- 
tlemen should  pause,  and  reflect  well  upoi)  the  conae- 
quenccs  of  the  act,  before  tbey  conaumnate  il.  I,  for 
one,  will  not  touch  Ihii  power  by  law. 
1  There  la  another  important  question  connected  wilh 
thin  bill  ft«m  Ihe  Senate;  and  that  is,  whether  il  is  not  in 
itaiiffect*  calculated  not  only  to  impair  the  constitutional 
power  of  Ibe  Executive,  but  to  add,  to  a  dangerous  ex- 
tent, to  the  lepslatire  power.  8ir,  while  I  admit  that 
there  is  danger  lo  liberty  and  our  free  inatitulions  in  tbe 
construction  of  Ihe  executive  department,  and  that  it 
•hould  be  watched,  with  unileeping  and  uatlring  vigi- 


lance, by  a  peoplejealous  of  their  liberties,  yet  I  beliere 
that  there  is  more  danger  to  liberty  and  free  instilutions 
in  the  legislative  departmeni,  growing  outof  its  immense 
powers,  than  from  the  Execulivei  for  It  has  in  iti  band* 
the  power  of  war  and  taxation,  the  Iwo  moat  dangerous 
powers  to  liberty  which  could  be  imparled  to  it.  Waiv- 
ing my  own  views,  t  here  aubjoln  an  extract  from  Ihe 
48lh  number  of  the  Federalist,  page  248: 

■'The  founderi  of  our  republic  have  ao  much  merit  for 
the  wisdom  wbicb  they  have  diaplayed,  that  no  task  can 
be  less  pkaaing  than  that  of  pointing  out  the  errora  into 
which  they  have  fallen.  A  respect  for  truth,  however, 
obliges  us  to  remark,  tbU  Ihey  seem  never  for  «  moment 
lo  have  turned  their  eyes  from  ibe  danger  to  liberty, 
from  the  overgrown  and  all.graaping  prerc^live  of  an 
hereditary  magistrate,  supported  and  RirtiGcd  by  an  hc- 
redilary  branch  of  llie  legislative  authority.  They  seem 
never  to  have  recollected  tbe  danrer  from  legislative 
UBurpalions,  whii^,  by  assembling  all  power  in  the  same 
hands,  must  lead  to  tbe  same  tyranny  as  is  threatened  by 
executive  uiurpalion." 

"In  a  Government  where  numeroua  and  extensive 
prerogstives  are  placed  in  the  bands  of  an  hereditary 
monarch,  the  executive  department  is  very  justly  re- 
garded as  the  Bonrce  of  dsnger,  and  watched  wlUi  all 
the  jealouay  which  a  seal  for  liberty  ought  to  inspire, 
[n  a  democracy,  where  a  multitude  of  people  exercise 
in  person  Ihe  legislative  functions,  and  are  continually 
exposed,  by  Iheir  incapacity  for  regular  deliberation  and 
concerted  measures,  to  the  ambitious  intrigues  of  their 
executive  magistrates,  tyranny  msy  welt  be  apprehend- 
ed, on  aome  favorable  emergency,  to  start  up  in  the  same 
quarter-  But  in  a  representalire  republic,  where  Ihe 
executive  magistracy  ia  carefully  limited,  both  in  tlie  ex- 
tent and  Ibe  duration  of  ita  powerj  attd  where  the  legis- 
lative power  ia  exercised  by  an  assembly,  which  is  in- 
spired, by  a  supposed  influence  aver  Ihe  people,  with  an 
intrepid  confidence  in  ils  own  strength)  which  is  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  feel  all  the  passions  which  actuate  a 
multitude,  yet  not  so  numeroua  as  to  be  incapable  of 
pursuing  Ihe  object*  of  ita  passion*  by  means  which  rea- 
son preacribea,  it  is  aninat  the  enterprising  smbitlon  of 
this  deparlmeni  that  tDe  people  ought  to  indulge  all  their 
jealousy,  and  exhaust  all  their  precautions. 

"  The  leglalalive  department  derives  a  superiority, 
in  our  Governmenla,  from  other  circumstance*.  Il* 
conatilutional  powers  being  at  once  more  extensive  and 
leaa  susceptible  of  precise  limits,  it  can,  with  tbe  greater 
facility,  mask,  under  compt1cat«]  and  indirect  meamres, 
ihe  encrotchmenis  wblcli  it  makes  on  the  co-ordinate 
departments,  it  is  not  unfrequenliy  s  question  of  real 
nicely,  in  legislative  bodies,  whether  the  operation  of  a 

[lanicular  measure  will  or  will  not  extend  beyond  Ihe 
egiilalive  sphere.  On  Ihe  other  side,  Ihe  executive 
Eawer  being  reatralned  within  a  narrower  compass,  and 
eliig  more  simple  in  ita  nilurej  and  the  judiciary  bein|f 
described  by  landmarks  slill  less  uncertain,  project*  of 
usurpation  by  either  of  these  departments  would  imme- 
dialely  betray  and  defeat  thenuelrea.  Nor  is  Ibis  all: 
M  Ihe  legisUtJve  department  alone  ha*  access  to  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  and  has,  in  some  constitutions. 


These  reasons  are  aatisbctory  to  my  mind,  and  are 
sirengtbened  by  the  fact  that  all  the  violent  breaches  of 
the  corulltution,  tbe  alien  snd  sedition  laws,  the  two  na- 
tional bsnka,  the  tariff  and  Internal  improvement  syMem, 
and  varinui  others,  have  bad  iheir  origin  in  the  legitU- 
live  department. 

In  addition  lo  the  dangcmia  and  alarming  powwi 
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already  pmieued  b;  the  legiiUtiTc  department  of  the 
Government,  In  tlie  pauige  of  tbii  bill  we  tliall  greatly 
enlarge  its  powers.  Indeed,  air,  in  eierciiing  a  control 
over  the  power  of  remavaT,  this  department  w]Il  con- 
trol the  Executive  in  ii>  mort  efficient  meant  of  action. 
The  inducement  of  public  ofSeen  boneitly  and  effl- 
cienll]'  to  do  their  duty,  for  fear  of  removal,  will  betaken 
away.  TheEiecntive  may  be  thwarted,  and  its  orders  di(- 
regardedand  eandemned,  by  every  ■ubsllerniii  public  em- 
ployment. When  iheEzecHtiveshall  call  themtoaecDunt 
fbrmilepractices,they  have  only  to  become  thorough^inf; 
partisans,  and  raiss  the  hackneyed  cry  of  proscription  (or 
opinion's  sake,  and  they  are  wfe.  In  thii  way,  all  the 
powers  placed  in  the  hands  ofthe  Executive  will  be  lost 
and  deitroyed.  I  cannot  consent  to  add  to  the  already 
too  extensive  powers  of  the  Legislature.  Although  I 
should  be  willing  lo  reatricl  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
in  some  things,  I  cannot  do  il  in  this. 

Sir,  I  do  not  rely  upon  either  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  security  of  liberty  and  perpetuity  of  our 
free  institution!.  I  rely  upon  the  rirtueand  intelligence 
ofthe  |>eople,  sud  inroke  them  lo  a  watchful  and  sleep- 
less vigllanoe  over  eveiy  department  of  the  Government. 

We  have  in  our  hands  already  powers  amply  sufficient 
to  redoce  executive  patronage  wiibin  salutary  bounds. 
If  there  be  too  rosny  public  officers,  we  can  reduce 
them  by  \t!W\  if  salaries  be  too  high,  we  can  reduce  them 
by  law)  if  eipendittirei  be  too  extravagant,  we  can  re- 
duce ttiem  by  law.  Thus  all  patronage  of  money  or  of- 
fice i«  within  the  reach  of  Congress.  If  these  ofilcers 
are  not  too  numerous,  if  these  salaries  are  not  loo  higph, 
then  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  that  Ihe  Executive 
does  what  he  is  bound  to  do,  fills  these  offices,  and  dis- 
burses Ihe  Mlanea  which  Congress  annually  sppropri- 
ates<  if  there  be  too  much  patronage  over  the  revenue, 
regulate  by  law  Ihe  public  deposiles,  place  it  in  such  a 
situation  as  will  secure  it  from  ioi proper  control  and  dan- 
gerous uses.  This  we  can  do,  and  ought  to  do.  Moat 
of  the  public  office*,  and  the  satane*  attached  (o  them, 
were  created  by  act  of  Congress,  and  may  bo  repealed 
by  set  of  Congress. 

The  principle  of  this  bill  is  objectionable  In  another 

Coin!  of  view.  If,  in  requiring  the  President  to  assign 
ii  reasons  for  removing  sn  executive  officer,  the  Senate 
only  means  to  have  Ihe  reisoni,  without  any  action  upon 
them,  then  it  enables  the  President  In  stimp  infamy  and 
disgrace  upon  Ihe  character  of  any  public  officer  whom, 
from  personal  hnstility  or  any  other  cause,  be  may  think 
proper  to  select  for  his  victim.  If  Ihe  Senate  means  that 
■n^  action  should  be  had  in  relation  lo  the  removal,  then 
it  involves  the  ttulh  of  the  facts  communicated  bv  the 
President,  and  this  would  present  the  undignified  and 
disgraceful  aspect  of  the  trial  of  a  question  of  veracity 
between  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  re- 
moved officer— the  Senate  titling  in  judgment  between 
tbem.  Sir,  this  would  be  the  inevitible  result)  and  who 
i)  willing  to  see  an  officer  thus  dlsgrsced,  or  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  a  party  to  an  action  of  slander 
for  Ihe  diicharge  of  his  official  duties?  f,  for  one,  sir, 
cannot  consent  to  do  it.  There  is  no  power,  sir,  under 
Ihe  Government  which  may  not  be  abused.  We  must, 
as  far  as  we  can,  prevent  it  by  ample  responsibility.  I 
am  as  much  opposed  to  proscription  el  many  of  the  op- 
ponents ofthe  ad  mini  11  ration,  who  profess  opposition, 
but  practise  il  to  the  utmost  eitremity,  possibly  can  be. 
If  this  hill  be  puKd,  it  creates  a  life  estate  in  all  the 
offices  to  which  it  applies,  removes  Ihe  force  of  respon- 
sibility, and  tends  to  the  ulter  neglect  of  the  public  ser- 
vice; for,  without  ample  and  sure  retponaibility,  there  is 
but  little  hope  of  securing  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  pub- 
lic duties. 

The  next  subject  lo  which  I  thai)  call  Ihe  attention  of 
the  committee,  growing  out  of  thn  tUscuuion,  is  that 
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affecting  our  French  relations.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  charges  that  all  the  apprehension! 
expressed  of  a  state  of  hoslilitlesi  growing  out  of  our  le- 
latlons  with  France,  were  merely  pretended,  to  delude 
and  deceive  the  peoplej  and  that,  m  fact,  no  apprehen- 
sions of  s  collision  were  ever  entertained  by  the  admin- 
istration and  its  friendsi  but  he  says,  if  Ihe  apprehen- 
sions were  serious,  the  ad  mi  nist  ration  was  criminally 
negligent  in  their  preparations  for  such  an  event,  and 
that  it  may  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma.  In  thia 
opinion,  Hr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  honorable  gentleman 
is  entirely  miiiaken.  Sir,  I  propose  briefly  to  examine 
the  history  of  our  controveny  with  France,  and  to  pre- 
sent the  prominent  facts  in  their  proper  point  of  view 
before  the  American  people.  It  will  not  be  denied,  I 
presume,  by  any  man,  that  the  insult  of  our  Bsg  and  spoli- 
ations upon  our  commerce,  capturing  and  burning  oar 
ships  from  1B06  lo  1810,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  and 
other  dccreea  were  outrages,  unless  redressed,  which 
Justified  war.      If  these  shamelca*  and  flagrant  breaches 


.  when  was  tbal  cause  of  war  removed,  and  our 
grievances  redressedF  Not,  sir,  till  by  Ihe  treaty  of  July 
1831.  If  that  treaty  was  an  atonement  for  insult,  and  a 
satisfaction  for  Injuries,  the  existence  of  the  intuit  and 
the  injuiv  was  acknowledged,  and  every  principle  of 
honesty,  honor,  and  good  faith,  required  ttut  its  itipula- 
tionsshould  be  fulfilled.  The  treaty  is  unconditional  up- 
on its  facet  and  how,  air,  hasitbeenfiilfllledr  First,  by 
dishonoring  a  dralt  drawn  by  our  Government  for  the 
first  annualinstalment  due  under  the  treaty.  8econdIj|, 
by  pretending  that  the  had  been  insulted  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  bis  message  to  Congrett  of  December,  1834.  1 
propose  briefly  to  examine  these  two  pretensions.  Tlie 
apology  for  dishonoring  the  Anfl  it,  that  the  French 
Legislature  had  nut  made  the  appropriations  necessary 
to  Fulfil  the  treaty.  The  treaty  was  executed  the  4th 
July,  I831i  was  ratified  by  our  Government  on  the  21»t 
of  February,  1833;  and  the  fact  was  communicated  lo 
Ihe  French  GorernHient  prior  lo  the  Blh  oF  April,  1833. 
The  French  Chambers  were  then  in  session,  and  no  ap- 
plication made  by  the  GovemmenI  for  any  appropriation. 
The  next  session  of  the  Chambers  commenced  nn  the 
19th  of  November,  1832,  and  continued  till  the  33th  of 
April,  1833;  no  appropriation  was  proposed  tu  the 
Chambers  till  the  6th  day  of  April,  near  the  clow  of  the 
session.  No  flnal  action  was  had  at  that  session.  The 
next  leasion  commenced  on  the  36lh  of  April,  andcon- 
linued  till  26th  June,  I833|  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Chambers,  but  no  flnal  action  was  had. 
In  April,  1834,  a  new  session  commenced,  nearly  three 
yearaaCler  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  two  inslal- 
mentidue;  the  appropriation  vat  applied  for,  and  refu- 
ted- 

The  communication  to  our  minister  of  the  fact  that 
the  Chamber!  had  refused  the  appropriation  was  M< 
companied  with  the  regrets  of  the  King,  and  a  promise 
that,  so  soon  as  tbe  pending  elections  were  over,  Ihe  new 
Chsmbers  should  be  assembled,  and  tbe  appropriation 
again  pressed.  The  elections  closed  \  the  Chambers 
were  not  convened  as  promised  by  this  King;  and  tliui 


hie  to  French  produetlonsin  our  ports,  which  reads  thtN: 
"  The  wines  of  France,  from  and  after  tbe  exchange 
of  Ihe  ratifle:itians  of  the  present  convention,  shall  b« 
admllted  lo  consumption  in  the  Stales  of  Ihe  Union,  at 
duties  which  shall  not  exceed  the  fallowing  ratea,  by  the 
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gtllon,  (luch  u  it  ii  uKd  >t  present  for  winea  in  the  Unt- 
ted  Stalti,)  to  wit:  ail  cents  for  red  winei,  in  cuki)  ten 
cent!  fur  while  wine^  in  cukt,  and  twentf-two  centi 
for  winei  of  all  aorti,  in  bolilei.  The  proportionft  ei- 
iiling  between  the  duiiei  on  French  winei  tbui  reduced, 
.and  the  g«nenl  ratei  of  the  tirifT  vbich  went  into  ope- 
nllon  the  l*t  of  Jtnuiry,  1839,  ahiU  be  inilnltined,  in 
eiie  the  Govrmmcnt  of  the  United  Sl»Ie>  Hhould  think 
proper  to  diniiniih  those  general  ralei  in  a  new  tariff.  In 
.«oniidenlion  of  (hii  stlpulalion,  which  ihalt  be  binding 
on  the  United  31alea  for  ten  years,  the  French  Govern- 
ment abandons  the  reclaniatloni  which  it  had  farmed  in 
relation  to  the  Slh  article  of  the  treaty  ofceauon  of  Lou- 
iiniTii.  It  engages,  moreover,  lo  CBtiblish  on  the  long 
■laple  cottons  of  Ihe  United  States,  which,  aJ^er  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  present  convention, 
■hall  be  brought  directly  lltence  to  France  by  the  vesieli 
of  the  Uiiited  Slates,  or  by  French  resaela,  the  same  du- 
ties ai  on  abort  atsple  eoltons." 

This  article,  as  wa«  acknowledged  b;  the  French  mln- 
iilry  during  the  whole  lime  of  this  protraction,  our  Oo*- 
crnment  waa  bith fully  fuiailing;,  and  lost  tothe  revenue, 
in  the  reduced  duties,  near  (5,000,000.     This  was  grow 

Ererarlcation,  injualice,  and  fraud,  whether  perpetrated 
y  the  King  or  the  Chambers,  and  demanded  the  strong- 
Ht  reaenlment. 

The  Preaident  having  Ihia  stale  of  Ihings  before  him, 
without  any  explanation  from  the  King  why  the  Chain- 
beia  were  not  saaembled  according  to  promise,  made  bia 
communicalioii  lo  Congresa,  stating  the  Inilh  of  the  caae, 
and  reeow mending  that  Congreas,  if  it  thought  any 
(iirlher  action  should  be  had  at  this  time,  should 
Bulliorlie  reprisals  in  case  the  French  Chamber*  ahould 
again  refuse  the  approprlalion.  The  following  ia  Ihe 
language  of  this  recommendation:  "Since  France,  in 
viulaiion  of  the  pledges  given  through  her  minialer 
here,  has  delayed  her  final  action  so  long  that  her  de- 
cinon  will  not  probably  be  known  in  time  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  CongresK,  I  recommend  that  a  law  be 
passed,  authorizing  reprinls  upon  French  property,  In 
caae  provision  shall  not  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt  atlheapproaching  session  of  the  French  Chambers: 
fuch  a  meaaure  ought  not  to  be  conNdered  by  France  as  a 
menace."  This  is  '.he  pirigraph  in  the  message  which 
insulted  the  French  Chambera,  whtne  scnsibilitiea  seem 
to  have  been  much  more  acute  than  their  senae  of 
justice.  What  waait  in  this  messi^  which  eould  reason- 
ably have  been  tortured  into  a  menace  or  iniult'  Was 
it  that  it  recommended  loCan);reas  to  provide  a  suitable 
remedy  in  ewe  of  aooltieF  refusal  lo  pay  the  money' 
Cerlainly  noti  for  a  final  refunl  lo  perform  the  treaty 
would  have  been  good  cause  of  wsr.  Was  il  that  the 
President  should  express  a  doubt  of  Ihe  fidelity  of  France 
in  fulfilling  the  treaty?  Certainly  not;  for  the  Chambers 
bad  previously  refiiaed,  which  was  good  cause  of  sus- 
picion, to  aay  the  least  of  it  The  recommendation  was 
contingent,  and  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  session  of 
Congress  would  const itutionslly  expire  on  the  4lh  uf 
March  following,  before  Ihe  final  action  of  the  Frencli 
Government  could  probably  be  ascertained.  Suppoae 
the  FrAich  Government  had  finally  refusedt  what  wu 
lo  be  doneF  Surrender  a  claim  acknowledged,  and 
payment  promised,  under  the  high  obligations  of  a 
treaty*  No  American  will  say  this.  It  was  not  the 
money  abne  that  required  us  to  demand  the  fulfilment 
of  the  treaty;  it  was  a  higher  and  more  important  con- 
sideration; it  was  Ihe  faith  of  trealieij  the  obligation  of 
national  compact.  Haw  would  it  tell  lo  posterity  that 
this  high-spirited  republic  had  received  outrage  and  in- 
aulls,  had  stipulated  satiafaclion  by  treaty,  and  yet  would 
nut  coerce  its  observance'  Sir,  we  compel  the  little 
Indian  tribes  snd  other  weak  nations  to  perform  with 
punctusl  fidelity  their  treaties.     Is  then  France  to  be 


excused  because  ahe  ia  poweifuP  No,  sirt  I  would 
apend  millions  to  compel  Ihe  execution  of  this  treaty; 
not  fur  the  paltry  aum  of  {5,000,000  involved  in  the 
controversy,  but  for  the  preservation  of  the  important 
principle  of  national  bilo,  the  faith  of  treaties.  This 
message,  which  has  been  regarded  as  a  menuce,  althougb 
the  truth  of  the  slatementa  has  not  been  questioned,  ha« 
been  trumpeted  forth  as  menacina;  and  insulting  to 
France,  and  even  justifying  the  refusal  of  the  French 
Government  to  fulfil  the  treaty,  although  there  is  an 
cxpreas  disclaimer  In  Ihe  message  of  any  such  design. 
After  this  message  was  received,  Ihe  French  Chambers 
made  an  appropriation  to  fulfil  the  trealyi  but  annexed 
to  il  thia  couditian:  that  the  money  ahould  not  be  paid 
until  an  explanation  w«*  made. 

Tbe  manner  in  which  the  explanation  was  to  be  made, 
demanded  by  the  condition  annexed  lo  the  law  of  the 
Chamber^  ia,  as  avowed  by  the  Duke  de  Broglie,  in  bia 
letter  of  the  3fitb  of  October,  1835,  in  reply  lo  Mr. 
Barton's  inquiry  whether  the  French  Government  would 
Si  any  determinate  period  when  it  would  pay  tbe  money. 
« To-morrow,  (aays  the  Duke,}  to-dij,  immediately,  if 
tbe  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ready  on  its  part 
to  declare  to  ua,  by  address,  its  claim  fredsmation  lo  us) 
officially,  in  writing,  that  it  regrets  the  miiundersttrid- 
ing  which  ha*  arisen  between  the  countries;  that  tbia 
misunderstanding  is  founded  upon  a  mistake,  and  that  it 
never  entered  Into  ita  intentions  (ptnie)  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  good  faith  of  the  French  Government,  nor  to 
taking*  menacing  altitude  towatda  France." 

This  condition,  which  was  one  of  national  didionor 
and  disgrace,  the  President  indignantly  refused  to  com- 
ply with.  After  the  PreMdent'*  message,  the  French 
Government  withdrew  its  minister  here,  and  offered  our* 
at  that  court  his  passports.  On  the  35th  of  February, 
Ihe  President  addressed  the  following  message  to  both 
Houses  ofCongreM: 


■■  t  transmit  to  Congreea  a  report  tram  the  Secretary 
of  State,  with  copies  ofiJI  the  letters  received  from  Mr. 
Livingtion  rince  the  message  to  Ihe  House  of  Bepresen- 
lalives  of  the  6th  instant,  of  tbe  instructions  given  to 
thst  minister,  and  of  all  Ihe  late  correspondence  with 
the  French  Government,  in  Paris  or  in  Washington,  ex- 
cept a  note  of  U.  Serurier,  which,  for  Ihe  reasons  stated 
in  the  report.  Is  not  now  communicated. 

"It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  deemed  it  my  duly  to 
initruct  Hr.  Livingston  to  quit  France,  with  his  legation, 
■nd  return  to  the  United  States  if  an  appropriation  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  convention  shall  be  refused  by  the 
Chamber*. 

"The  subject  being  now,  in  sll  lis  present  aspects, 
befnre  Congresn,  whose  right  it  ia  to  decide  what  meaa- 
surea  are  to  be  pursued  on  that  event,  I  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  make  further  recommendation,  being  con- 
fident that,  on  their  part,  every  thing  will  be  done  to 
maintain  the  right*  and  honor  of  the  country,  which  the 
occasion  requires.  - 

ANDREW  JACKSON." 

In  which  be  states  the  Irue  condition  oflhe  controver- 
tf,  and  says  he  relies  upon  Congress  todo  ils  duty  lo  the 
country.  On  the  SGlh  of  February,  the  Committee  oa 
Foreign  AfTairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  report- 
ed, among  others,  a  reaolution,  "thai  preparation  ought 
lo  be  made  to  meet  any  emergency  growing  out  of  our 
relations  with  J'rance." 

On  the  3Sth  of  February,  Hr.  Archer,  of  Vit^inia, 
offered  this  resolution  in  the  House  of  Representatives: 

"Seaolved,  That,  in  Ihe  Just  expectation  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  will  have  lude  proviMOO,  or  will 
make  provision,  for  carrying  into  effect  Ihe  ilipulalion* 
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of  the  Ireily  of  indemnity  wilb  Ihit  Government,  of  the 
41horjLlIy,  1831,  this  HouK  will  forbear,  kt  the  [ircKnt 
time,  10  sdopi  my  meiture  in  reUticin  to  that  lubject." 
Thii  itnolutioD,  whicb  wu  certainly  a  peace  offering, 
v»9  rejected  by  the  HouMi  knd,  after  various  propoii- 

On  the  33d  of  Uarch,  the  rollowins  reiolulion  wal  of- 
fered, and  unan'imbuily  adopted: 

"Boohed,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  th'ki  Houk,  the 
Irei^  of  the  4lh  of  July,  I83I,  ahould  be  maintained, 
and  il*  execution  insiMed  on-" 

On  the  next  day  a  contingent  appropriation  of  three 
miillona  of  doilarmag  adopted  by  Ihe  House  of  Represen- 
Utirei.  Thut,  ^r,  we  have  thiicaiei  the  treaty  had  been 
executed  without  condition]  France  professed  to  be  in- 
Bulled,  and  refuted  Id  fulfil  the  lreaty,un1esi  the  American 
Government  made  an  apology  or  explanation.  The  Ame- 
ricftn  QoTernment  refused.  The  House  of  Bepreienta- 
tivea  adopted  aresotution  that  the  fulfilment  ofllie  treaty 
should  be  inslated  on,  and  had  voted  a  contingent  appro- 
priation of  $3,000,000  to  meet  emergencies:  and  yet  we 
are  told  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennesue  that  the  *d- 
miniiiratlon  never  appreheitded  any  coUltion.  If  there 
was  not  good  cauae  to  apprehend  collision,  there  is  no 
state  of  Ihlngs  which  can  produce  apprehension  in  Ihe 
relations  of  two  Governmenta,  each  peraiiting  in  its 
ooune,  and  withdrawing  all  diplomatic  relations. 

Thii  assertion  of  tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee 1*  very  incompatible  with  the  nolei  which  echoed 
through  tbe  country  when  the  last  annual  message  was 
delivered.  It  was  then  asserted  that,  although  tbe  mes- 
aage  was,  according  toaome,  pacific  Inappearance,  it  wa* 
war  in  disguiK.  Others  nid  it  was  war  altogether)  that 
tbe  President  was  determined  on  war;  that  hU  messaEe 
repeated,  without  modification,  the  statements  of  the 
preceding  messa^  and  that  it  would  not  t>e  satlsfiictory; 
that  it  was  designed  to  produce  war,  and  war  we  aliDuld 
bavettbatthe  preceding  message  conlalned  the  precise 
disclaimer  that  this  did,  which  was  not  deemed  latisfaclo- 
ry.  Then,  air,  thePreaidentdeaired  war,  and  nothing  but 
warj  now,  sir,  the  caie  isallered:  the  message  is  received 
Id  France,  and  la  entirety  satisfactory.  Tliere  is-  seen  in 
it  in  the  United  States  what  cannot  be  seen  in  it  in  France 
— war  In  disguiae.  Immediately  on  Its  reception  (al- 
though the  mediallon  of  England  U  in  progress)  tbe 
French  Government  accepta  this  war  in  disguise,  this 
insidting  explanation,  as  entirely  tatiafictory,  and  notifies 
our  Government  that  Ihe  money  is  ready. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Churman,  the  message  which  gave 
oRence,  and  Ihe  message  wblcb  removed  it,  are  precisely 
the  same.  They  assert  tbe  same  eharpa  of  want  offailb, 
and  contain  the  same  disclaimer;  and  if  one  was  ofieniive, 
the  other  was.  But  the  secret  of  the  whole  matter  is, 
the  French  Executive  never  did  regard  Ihe  measa-ge  of 
lS34of  so  offensive  achancteras  to  justify  a  refusal  to 
perform  the  treaty.  The  firstdlscovery  that  tbe  message 
wa«  insulting  In  it*  character  was  at  home,  by  ihe  oppo- 
sition Journals.  I  bold  In  my  hand  an  article  in  a  very 
influential  journal  of  this  city,  in  which  the  message  was 
denounced  as  offeniWe,  and  that  the  French  Govern- 
ment should  so  regard  it.    It  reads  thus: 

"Be  this  as  it  may,  the  language  held  to  Prance  In 
this  message  must  be  reprded  as  most  unfortunate, 
whether  we  regard  the  object  to  be  gained,  or  the  evils 
and  danger*  to  be  avoided.  If  any  thing  could  serve  to 
delay  fur  a  long  lime,  if  not  to  poatpone  fore' 

payment  of  our  claim ■■-■■■■ 

of  intiroidallon  and  m 


n  that  GDvernment,  i 


I,  ahould  Ihe  French  nation  unhippily'not 
dlslingulsh  between  Ihe  personal  opinions  and  feelings  of 
the  individual  who  oecupies  that  atalioo,  and  that  of  the 
people  of  whom,  in  our  foreign  intercourse,  he  is  the 
restricted  and  limited  representative,     TliemeMage,  we 


know,  disclaims  an  intention  of  menace.     But  whilst  the 

language  of  menace  is  held,  the  disclaimer  will  go  for 
nothing — we  had  almost  said,  ougbl  to  go  for  nothing — 
with  a  proud,  fiery,  chivalrtKis,  and  powerful  nation." 
This  denunciation,  with  many  of  the  like  kind  from 
other  journals,  reached  Paris  cotemporaneously  with  the 
message.    Uorc  than  this;  this  article  insinuates  Ihat  the 


in  people  regarded  tbe  mesaage  in  this  light,  > 
ot  sustain  the  President.    In  Ibis  stale  of  things, 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  might  well  conclude,  if  tne 


American  press  and  a  large  purtlon  of  the  American 
people  regarded  Ihe  mesnge  offensive,  they  would  be 
bound  BO  lo  regard  it  ihenuelresi  and  I  have  no  doubt 
this  was  tbe  cause,  although  I  do  not  intend  lo  intimate 
it  was  so  designed,  why  the  condition  waa  annexed  lo 
Ihe  law  requiring  explanation;  and  Ihe  aacerlalnmenl  of 
their  mlatake  in  the  sentimenls  of  Ihe  American  people 
is  the  reaion  why  a  disclaimer  in  the  first  measage,  not 
sufficient  lo  avoid  ofTence,  waa  sufficient  in  the  second  to 
remove  it.  The  quarrel  la  ended;  and  now,  sir,  thoae 
who  thought  the  Frealdent  de»red  war,  designed  war, 
and  would  have  a  war,  auddenty  ascerlalntbit  tbe  whole 
was  a  delusion,  to  practise  upon  Ihe  credulity  of  the 
American  people  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  that 
the  President  neither  designed,  desired,  nor  expected 
war.  Gentlemen  were  wrong  then,  and  are  wrong  now, 
although'at  opposite  points  ofthe  compass.  The  French 
tr'.na  ,nd  ministry  never  regarded  the  message  as  an  act 
Government  lo  which  France  should  lake  excep- 
tion; Uieir  whole  course  has  been  taken  in  obedience  lo 
Ihe  condition  Imposed  by  the  Chamber. 

To  sustain  me  in  Ibla  assertion,  I  here  read  an  extract 
from  H.  Humann's  (the  Minister  of  Finance]  speech  on 
preaenlingthebltlof  indemnity  lo  the  French  Chambers, 
January  IS,  1835: 

"  General  Jackson  ba*  been  in  error  respecting  the 
:nt  of  the  faculties  conferred  upon  us  by  Ihe  consti- 
tution ofthe  State;  but  if  be  has  been  mistaken  as  to  the 
laws  of  our  country,  we  will  not  (t\\  into  the  same  error 
with  regard  to  the  inslilutions  of  the  United  Slates. 
Now,  the  spirit  and  letter  of  those  Institutions  sulharize 
us  to  regard  Ihe  document  above  named  (the  message) 

Ihe  expression  of  an  opinion  merely  personal,  so  long 


s  that  o| 


nhasni 


of  either  of 


the  other  two  branches  of  the  American  Gavernmi 
The  message  is  a  Government  act  which  is  still  incom- 
plete, and  should  not  lead  lo  any  of  those  determinations 
which  France  is  m  the  habit  of  taking  in  reply  to  a  threat 

Again  he  says: 

"The  maintenance  of  the  national  dignity  wu  the 
first  object  ofits  solicitude.  You  know,  gentlemen,  Ihe 
means  adopted  for  its  security.  But  ai  the  treaty  of  July 
has  not  become  lets  just  or  less  advanlageouaj  as  Ihe  con- 
duct of  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates  baa  not  dis- 
turbed Ibe  basia  of  equality  and  reason  on  which  that 


impromise  reposes,  tl 


it  hat  persevered  in 
An  engage- 
r  of  France 


meni  has  been  entered  into,  and  the  b 
quires  that  it  should  be  accomplished." 
Again: 

"In  thus  speaking,  we  wish  only  to  render  due  con- 
sideration to  truths  long  admitted,  to  place  Ihem  in  array 
against  paasing  impressions,  and  especially  lo  declare 
that  France  imputes  neither  to  Ibe  people  nor  lo  the 
Government  of  Ihe  United  Slates  tnc  sentiments  and 
propositions  lately  expressed  by  tbe  President.  We 
viUinglj  view  his  message  to  Congress  as  the  hasty  act 
ifone  branch  of  the  Government  onlyt  and  thebono- 

if  the  naiion  commands  us  tr '-'    -  ' 

:ourse  which  has  ever  been 
Government." 
I  think,  upon  the  whole,  i 


_,t  honorable 

e  policy  of  the  King's 

s  perfectly  manifest  to 
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every  impiriUI  mind,  that  there  »■«  good  euiM  to  ei- 
jicct  hoMilille*!  which  nothing  but  the  f*ct  (which  could 
not  h>Te  been  inticiprntrd)  thkt  Fnnce  receded  From 
her  ground  him  pTevenlecl .  In  doing  «>,  ihe  liu  done 
much  10  fPtrieie  her  character  from  the  dl«honor  of  her 
first  pntilion. 

Whellier  Ihe  approprUtion  for  fbrtifieitioni  during  the 
list  Muion  w>a  laat  by  the  Senate  or  Houie  of  Repre- 
lentatire*,  I  ihalt  not  inquire,  not  being;  then  a  membeT. 
The  aenate  certainly  loat  Ihe  three  million  ipproprU- 
*tion,  and,  if  the  neeeaaitiei  of  the  country  had  called  for 
it,  would  have  been  reaponnble  to  the  nation;  far  the 
proviaion  vhich  they  propoied  in  lieu  a(  it  waa  groialy 
inadequate.  Her  apology,  that  there  wa*  no  executiTe 
recommendation,  is  anaweted  by  the  meaHgeoflheSSlh 
Febriwry. 

Thr  f^ntleman  from  Tennence  aayi,  if  the  Pretident 
had  lenoutly  apprehended  bntUitiea  with  France,  it 
waa  hia  duly  to  have  called  Congreaa  together,  to  pro- 
vide the  neeeaory  meani  for  derencr,  and  not  have 
waited  till  the  opening  of  the  preaent  aeaiion.  Sir,  the 
laat  Congreia  expired  on  the  4th  of  March.  The  elec- 
tiona  in  moal  of  the  9tatca  did  not  take  place  till  late  in 
the  Bummer  and  fall<  aeveral  not  till  Novemberi  ao  that 
there  waa  no  Congreti  which  could  have  been  called 
together,  unieai  many  of  Ihe  Slatea  had  been  unrepre- 
•ented.  II  waa  with  a  view  to  thia  alate  at  thing*  that 
the  three  million  approprUtiun  waa  made  by  Ihe  Houae 
of  Repreaentatitea. 

The  honorable  gentleman  ftam  Tenneaaee  fclicilatea 
the  country  on  the  great  magnanimity  and  rorbearance 
of  France,  and  ita  eaeape  Troo)  damage  and  diahonor, 
under  auch  cireumatancea  of  high  provocation.  Sir,  1 
am  aaloniahed  at  the  forbearance  of  France.  What  hid 
ahe  ta  forbearf  Tlie  full  meaaure  of  her  reaentment, 
for  thia  gre»t  outrage  upon  her  auiceplibililiea,  wm  to 
withhold  the  moneyt  and  I  Teel  confident.  If  our  Govern- 
ment bad  preaaed  the  demand  no  &rther,  ahe  would 
have  forborne  to  Ihe  end  of  tine. 

The  whole  coune  of  France  upon  tlua  aubject  haa  been 
one  of  equi vocation,  prevarication,  injutiicr,  and  delay. 
We  had  preaaed  our  demands  for  twenty  yein.  She 
evaded  Ibem,  TCtnetimea  on  Ihe  ground  tint  there  waa 
nothing  duei  somelimea  that  the  Oovernment  of  the 
lleitoration  wu  not  reiponsible  for  the  apuliations  of 
Napolenni  aometimea  that  other  Govcrnmenia  had  cotn- 
mitted  the  aame  oulragea,  and  thai  we  had  not  preaaed 
our  claim*  to  iniiemnityt  aometimea  one  pretext,  and 
then  anoiheri  and  aometimea  the  communicitiona  of  our 
minialera,  preaaingour  elaima,  would  remain  unanawered 
for  monibi,  until  finally  all  hope  aeemcd  to  be  abandon- 
ed. After  twenly  years,  however,  of  Tezatious  and 
provoking  negotiation*  and  delays,  the  present  treaty 
waa  ejteculrdi  and  i  have  already  shown  the  fidelity  and 
promptitude  of  it*  fulfilment.  The  gentleman  ought 
rather  to  admire  the  patience  and  forbearance  of  his  own 
Government. 

Thia  treaty,  Hr.  Chairman,  although  unanimoualy  rati- 
Aed  by  the  Beoale,  baa  been  made  afruitful  theme  of  in- 
vective and  denunciation  agiinat  Ur.  Rives,  (he  miniater 
who  negotiated  il|  and  even  the  French  Government  haa 
been  ezcuaed  for  not  performing  the  treaty,  becauae 
they  had  been  overreached,  although  that  Government 
haa  over  and  over  again  disclaimed  it.  Haa  Mr.  Rivea, 
in  (hi*  negotiation,  arcured  a  larger  amount  of  indem- 
nity thin  waa  juil'  I  answer,  no.  The  report*  of  both 
the  French  commisaion  and  our  own  prove  that  it  waa 
not.  Ha)  he  accepted  lets  than  he  ought  to  have  done' 
In  a  simple  calculation  of  dollar*  and  cents,  perhaps  he 
ha*  much  Ie*)i  yet,  sir,  when  in  the  treaty  the  obliga- 
tlona  ofthe  8lh  article  of  the  Lnuiiiana  treaty  are  taken 
into  the  account,  and  the  propriety  of  a  compromise  of  a 
long-stand in|r  conlroveray,  the  treaty  is  a  favorable  one. 


I  here  annex  the  rth  and  8th  ftrticlet  of  tlie  I 

treaty,  that  it  tnay  be  seen  how  important  that  atipiilft- 

^■TicLi  7.  Aa  it  ia  reciprocally  advintageaua  to 
the  commerce  of  France  and  the  United  Stitea  to  en- 
courage the  communication  of  both  nations,  for  a  limited 
time,  in  the  country  ceded  by  the  preaent  treaty,  until 
general  arrangement*  relative  to  Ihe  commerce  of  both 
nation*  may  be  agreed  on,  it  has  been  apreed  between 
tbe  eontrwling  partiea  that  the  French  ships  coming  di- 
rectly from  France,  or  any  of  her  coloniei,  loaded  only 
with  Ihe  produce  or  manuhcturea  of  France  or  her  said 
colonic*!  or  the  *hipa  of  Spain,  coming  directly  from 
Spain  or  any  of  her  colonies,  loaded  only  with  the  pro- 
duce or  manufaeturea  of  Spain  or  her  colonics,  ahall  be 
admitted,  during  the  apace  of  twelve  years,  in  the  port 
of  New  Orleans,  and  in  all  other  legal  ports  of  entry 
within  the  ceded  territory,  in  the  aame  manner  u  the 
ahips  of  Ihe  United  States  coming  directly  from  France 
or  Spain,  or  any  of  their  colonies,  without  being  subject 
to  any  other  or  greater  duty  on  merchandiar,  or  other 
or  greater  tonnage,  than  ihoae  paid  by  the  citiiens  of 
the  United  Statea. 

■■AbticliS.  In  future  and  forever  after  the  expiia- 
tion  of  Ihe  twelve  year*,  itie  ahips  of  France  shall  be 
treated  upoi)  the  aame  footing  of  Ihe  moat  favored  na- 
lion*  In  tbe  port*  above  mentioned." 

II  produced  in  ita  operation  a  continued  breach  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  an  equaHty  of  duties  in  all 
our  ports,  or  it  involved  the  OoTcrnraentin  theneceanty 
of  making  a  diacritmnalion  in  favor  of  French  producia 
greatly  prejudicial  to  our  intercourae  with  other  Power*. 
With  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  and  the  unani- 
moua  ratification  of  the  Senate,  everv  whiaper  of  com- 
plaint ahould  be  huriied.  In  Ihe  conduct  of  that  negoti- 
ation, Mr.  Rive*  strictly  pursued  the  inatruction*  given 
him  by  Ihe  Government.  He  yielded  nothing  but  what 
be  wsB  inatructed  to  yield  upon  the  principle  ofcompro- 
miae,  not  of  right,  and  hia  coune  was  highly  approved 
by  the  Government.  Tbe  skill  and  talent  with  which 
the  negotiation  was  conducted  received  its  merited  com- 
pliment, both  here  and  in  France,  and  cannot  now  be 
disparaged.  A  paragraph  in  bia  letter,  announcing  the 
termination  of  the  negotiation,  has  been  aeized  upon, 
torn  from  it*  context,  and  charged  to  him  aa  vanity  and 
braggartism.  I  invite  the  most  Tastidioua  to  read  that  let- 
ter carefully.  It  will  be  found  that  Mr.  Rive*  detuled 
very  accurately  Ihe  difficulliea  attending  that  negotiation; 
tbe  difficulty  in  ascertaining  tbe  true  amount  of  claims; 
and  waa  really  excusing  himself  to  the  Government  for 
taking  *o  little,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  with 
which  he  had  been  invested.  The  opinion  which  he  ex- 
pre**ed,  as  mere  matter  of  probability,  as  to  Ihe  real 
amount  of  claims,  wis  baaed,  not  upon  bia  own  estimates, 
but  upon  lho*e  of  Mr.  Gillalin,  who  had  examined  them 
at  an  earlier  period  than  he  had;  and  this  i*  all.  Th« 
skill,  fidelity,  and  ability  of  the  negotiator,  throughout 
the  whole  negotiation,  is  moil  manifest. 

Sir,  what  ia  moat  singular  in  this  business  ia,  that  Ihe 
■saertion  that  Hr.  Rlves's  letter  prevented  the  fulfilment 
of  the  treaty  by  France  should  be  persisted  in,  in  the 
teeth  of  Ihe  declaration  of  the  French  Government  to 
the  contrary.  I  do  not  allude  to  the  remarks  of  any 
gentleman  here. 

Mr.  Chairman,  T  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  aaying 
that  the  result  of  this  controversy  haa  elevated  my  Amer- 
ican pride  lo  the  utmoat  degree  of  elevation.  For  tbe 
first  lime  in  our  history,  two  mighty  Kinga  hive  conde- 
scended lo  call  u*  a  great  nation.  Our  national  chancier, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  haa  been  elevated  beyond  any 
former  period  of  our  history,  and  we  have  every  reaaon 
to  believe  that  Ihe  faiih  of  treaties  will  hertsiter  be 
punctually  observed  toward*  ua,  the  coune  of  the  admin- 
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iilnlkin  having  utiified  foreign  Pawen  thkt  the  viola- 
lion  of  Ireatjei  will  not  be  lubaiilteil  to. 

There  wu  one  renurk  rude  b;  the  nntlemin  from 
TenncBsee,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  rrp^.  It  was,  that 
irwarhul  reaulted  from  our  conlrover^  with  France, 
wcibould  have  been  wh'pped  ■everely.  T  beard  it  sta- 
ted in  an  early  part  of  the  leulon,  and  before  the  eontro- 
veny  wal  Htlled,  that  one  of  the  Navy  Commiaiionera 
bad  declared  (bal,  if  var  eniued,  we  ihould  be  whipped 
for  three  yean.  Sir,  I  my  nothing  of  the  propriety  of 
thia  remark,  pending  the  controveriy,  and  the  influence 
it  inifht  have  upon  it.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
would  have  been  lo.  Sir,  the  lait  war,  with  a  more 
powerful  enemy,  did  not  b«t  thnee  yeari)  and  we  were 
not  only  not  whipped,  hut  brilliant  victoriei  crowned 
our  arms.  We  are  not,  I  hope,  (he  degenerate  ions  of 
gallaot  grres)  and,  if  war  had  eniued,  the  glorie*  of  oar 
acbieveroents  in  the  late  war  would  alill  bave  ahone  about 
our  flag,  and  conducted  ua  to  victory.  Unprepared  ai 
we  were,  our  soldiera  and  uilon,  animated  by  that 
ipirit  of  liberty  which  ia  never  felt  by  foreign  merceiia- 
riea,  would  lutve  been  an  overmatch  for  all  (he  myrmi- 
dons whicti  Louis  Philippe  could  have  poured  upon  ua. 
Aatoaur  being  beaten  at  sea.  Heave  my  Yankee  friends, 
who  fumLBh  go  many  nilon,  lo  sniwer  that.  Ail  I  know 
is  Ihey  are  very  hard  to  whip,  particularly  when  prizes 
are  ahead.  But,  sir,  if  we  should  have  been  whipped, 
damaged,  and  diahonorrd,  for  the  want  of  preparation, 
iait  not  time  to  prepare  againit  a  like  danger'  And 
why  is  there  opposition  to  it^  Does  not  the  lionorable 
gentleman  himself  say  it  would  have  been  for  the  want  of 
that  very  preparation  which  the  admi 
reconunending  to  Congreaai 


-  taya  has  been  adopted  to  control  public  lentimentt  a 
practice  which  he  denounces  with  bold  and  unmitigated 
severity.  He  makes  reference  lo  congresaionai  caucuses, 
and  their  repudiation  by  the  Jackson  party.  I  have  but  a 
few  words  lu  answer  upon  this  subject.  Congressional 
caucuses  were  for  a  long  time  practised  during  the  pro- 
tracted contest  for  power  between  tlie  old  republican 
and  federal  parlies.  The  practice  was  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  concentrating  public  seniiment  upon  a 
angle  individual,  to  secure  the  triumph  of  the  principles 
of  the  party,  which  might  be  lost  by  diviiion,  All  cau- 
cuses, conventions,  or  meetings  of  the  dominant  party, 
have  had  the  same  object  in  view.  Since  the  congres- 
sional caucut  has  been  put  down,  conventions  of  dele- 
gates from  the  people  have  been  adopted,  la  effect  tbe 
same  object-  These  are  all  acts  of  the  people,  which 
they,  or  porUons  of  them,  be  Ibey  many  or  lew,  have  a 
right  to  do.  Tbe  opposition  have  pursued  the  same 
course.  They  hare  bad  their  State  conventions,  and 
their  national  conventions,  and  tlielr  legislative  caucuses. 
Even  the  Tennessee  Legidature  baa  recently  nominated 
a  candidate  for  tlie  preudency.  By  what  authority,  sir? 
Not  In  the  diacbarge  of  any  legislative  duty,  certainly. 
No,  sir)  but  of  their  own  free  aill  and  accord.  Sir,  did 
not  eleven  highly  honorable  and  intelligent  gentlemen, 
members  of  Cungresi,  all  from  Tennessee,  among  them 
the  honorable  gentleman  himtelf,  hold  a  meeting,  and 
recommend  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and,  I  do  not 
doubl,  honestly  and  sincerely ?  Why,  then,  Is  "the 
party"  complained  of  far  doing  that  which  they  have  a 
right  to  do? 

[Mr.  BsLL  ^aid  that  the  eleven  of  the  Tennessee  dele- 
lotion,  lo  whom  the  gentleman  alluded,  wss  a  meeting 
of  80  many  intUvidual.i,  who  met  not  to  nominate  Judge 
White)  they  had  no  organization;  Ihey  had  no  chairman, 
no  stcreta^i  they  kept  no  minulesi  they  adopted  no 
resolutioni  they  pstblished  nothing <  it  wunot  intended 
that  >ny  ihing  ihouki  be  publubedi  Ibey  only  met  m  so 


many  individual!,  to  sacertaln  the  views  of  each  othert 
and  all  they  did  was  to  devise  the  means  and  come  to 
some  virtual  reaoluilons  to  make  their  support  of  Judge 
White  as  effective  as  possible.] 

It  is  troe,  sir,  they  had  neither  preudent  nor  tecre- 
taryi  yet  their  object  woa  the  same.  Tb(y  intended  t« 
nominate  and  recommend  a  candidate  for  the  prendency, 
and  did  aa^  and  tbii  ball  the  caucuses  or  convention*  do. 
I  am  not  complaining  of  the  act;  for  the  gentlemen  did 
what  IhE^  had  a  right  to  do.  I  only  claim  that  the  paH<r 
with  which  I  act  shall  not  be  denounced  by  gentleiaen 
who  have  doue  the  very  same  thinr,  in  eflect,  if  not  in 
fo(m.  The  paraphernalia  of  prerdent  and  lecrettTT 
doe*  not  alter  the  object  in  view.  Now,  sir,  whether 
eleven  gentlemen,  however  honorable  and  reapcctahle, 
or  six  hundred,  bave  Uie  greater  right  to  nominate  a  eait- 
didalr,  I  leave  to  the  American  people  lo  decide.  But 
it  seems  Ihe  Billlmare  convention  is  tbe  devoted  victim 
of  every  poaalble  denunciation.  The  recommendation 
of  Ihe  Baltimore  convention  stands  upon  Ihe  same  foot- 
ing with  all  other  likemeetinge,  dependent  for  Ihe  force 
01  ila  recommendation  upon  Ihe  character  and  princi- 
ples of  the  nominee.  But,  sir,  how  long  has  a  Baltimore 
convenllon  and  its  nominee  been  adloua  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee?  I  find  a  meeting  was  held  in  (he  city  at 
Nashville  In  1833,  in  which  the  following  resolulioni 
were  adopted  in  favor  of  a  convention,  and  of  Harlin 
Van  Buren: 

"  Wc  sball,  in  all  probabililv,  be  retolving  to  no  use- 
ful purpoie,  were  we  lo  set  alone,  and  nominate  a  can- 
didate for  Vice  President,  witboal  concert  with  our  fel- 
low-citizen* of  the  other  States  of  Ihe  Union  who  main- 
tain the  same  opinion*,  and  are  inclined  to  the  same  po- 
litical course  with  ourselves.  Tbey  might  disagree  with 
ui  a*  to  the  man  best  qualified  to  fill  the  station.  Sev- 
eral candidates  might  he  voted  Tdi  at  the  polls,  Ihe  elec- 
tion devolve  upon  Ihe  Senate,  and  other  injurious  conse- 
quencei  might  follow." 

"  Renhai,  That  in  selecting  a  proper  person  to  be 
supported  for  Ihe  office  of  Vice  President  at  the  nest 
election,  we  consider  it  wise  and  just  to  act  in  concert 
with  our  fellow-citizen*  of  the  United  States,  who  ap. 
prove  of  Ihe  measures  of  the  present  administralion,  and 
who  are  friendly  lo  tlie  election  of  our  present  Chief 
HBglsir*te;and  that  we  will  not  determine  on  a  candidate 
without  seeking  their  aid  and  advice  in  general  conveit- 
tion," 

"  If  there  be  one  political  evil  which  pre-eminentl/ 
afDlcta  tlie  country,  it  is  angry  contentions  and  dlvisiona 
growing  out  of  no  differences  of  opinion  aa  regards  prin- 
ciples of  national  policy,  hut  such  ai  are  based  upon  per- 
sonal CO  mid  erations— likes  and  (Usiiket  of  political  aspi- 
rants.   This  evil  we  desire  to  avoid. 

"  Wedeilre  to  aid  in  the  elevation  of  sciliien  to  tbia 
office,  who  ia  honest,  diicreet,  and  talented,  [Mr.  Van 
Buren,]  firm  of  purpose,  experienced  as  *  statesman,  and 
dignified  aa  a  man;  who  the  country,  not  himtelf,  wilt 
serve;  one  who,  by  Ills  past  conduct,  shall  have  proven 
that  he  will  sdvocalo  and  sustain,  if  elecled,  Ihe  political 
doctrines  we  profeEi." 

These  reaolutions  embrace  alt  the  reasons  upon  which 
the  Baltimore  convention  wa*  called. 

Another  meeting  was  held  at  tbe  same  place  in  183J, 
in  which  the  following  resolutions  sgainst  Ihe  Baltimore 
convention  and  Martin  Van  Buren  were  passed: 

"Rmhed,  That,  in  Ihe  opinion  of  this  meeting,  a 
system  oF  conlroltinr  election*  to  all  high  and  impoilaat 

Eublic  trust*  and  offices,  by  caucus  nomination,  would 
e  a  violation  of  the  apirit  of  Ihe  conalilutiDn;  that  it 
would  inevitably  lead  to  frequent  combinations  between 
a  few  self-appointed  leader*  of  a  party,  to  co-operale  in 
alt  their  movements,  and  to  accommodate  their  prinei- 
plet  to  tbe  lingle  object  of  obtaining  power,  and  of 
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■htrin;  among  thenuelvM  tnd  their  pirt'iwni  the  office* 
■nd  entire  pKlronige  of  the  Oovernmenti  >nd  that  luch 
■  tfatcDi,  when  once  wnciioned  by  the  uquieicence 
of  the  people,  and  put  into  full  operation  in  ■  miiarilr 
orthe  Statei  of  thia  Union,  will  l>e  Fatal  to  liberty  ilstlf. 

"  TberefoKi  in  oppoaing  the  af  item  of  ciueui  nomi- 
natiooL  and  in  opporing  the  election  of  Martin  Tan  Bu- 
ren,  who  ia  arowedly  ibe  candidate  oT  that  a/atem,  and 
oriboae  «(bo  aeek  to  make  it  permanent  and  unireraal 
In  election^  both  State  and  national,  we  do  not  consider 
that  we  do.  In  any  reipcct,  Ftil  in  a  fi(ir,  fill),  and  due 
lupportorthe  preaent  aUminiatration." 

At  both  tlieie  meetinsa  I  find  the  rollowing  gentle- 
men acting  aa  officeraj  W.  E.  Anderaon,  Joieph  Vauli, 
Geprge  S.  T«reer,  A.  A.  Uall,  and  Qeorge  C-  Chitdjri. 

[Hr.  Bill  said  that  the  nomination  ofUr.  Tan  Buren 
•t  NashTllle,  aa  a  candidate  foi  the  vice  presidency, 
«ai  the  act  of  a  few  indiriduila,  and  one  which  gave 
coniiderable  diaiatiafaclion  in  Tennessee.  The  praclii 
of  caucui  nomination*  haa  always  been  odious  in  th 
Slate.  He  said  he  had  been  charged  in  some  of  the 
pub  tie  journals,  with  being  priry  to,  and  consenting 
that  proceeding.  He  neither  adTised  it,  nor  had  any 
VnosAedge  of  it,  until  information  of  it  reached  thii 
place,  WDere  he  waaat  the  time.] 

Sir,  I  had  not  beard  that  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
neaaee  was  there,  or  that  he  had  any  agency  in  getting 
up  the  meeting,  nor  did  I  intend  to  involve  him  per- 
sonally ID  the  inconsistency  of  those  who  composed  it. 
ir  this  be  *  Baltimore  convention,  and  the  same  Hsrtin 
Van  Buren,  there  bas  been  a  most  wonderful  revolution 
in  the  opinions  of  those  who  attended  the  meeting*. 
This  ia  not  all,  sirt  if  the  sin  of  the  Tice  Preiidenl  be 
that  be  is  the  nominee  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  that 
which  i*  now  a  ain  with  the  good  people  of  Tennessee 
wat  a  virtue  in  1S33,  for  they  almost  unanimously  voted 
for  bla  elevation  to  the  vice  presidency,  notwithstanding 
he  was  then  the  nominee  of  a  Baltimore  convention. 
Bit,  gentlemen  wbo  employ  these  arguments  must  con- 
Rde  Cut  little  in  the  intelligence  and  integrity  of  the 

There  are  many  charges  which  tbe  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  made,  such  as  proacription,  dictation.  Sec, 
which  I  have  neither  tima  nor  inclin*tion  to  answer; 
they  have  been  so  often  urged  and  refuted,  that  it  would 
be  useless  to  undertake  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  thinka  it  somewhat  aingular 
tllat  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Hr.  Evam*]  should  be 
found  advocating  any  measure  of  tbe  administration. 
Sir,  upon  this  occasion  it  is  not  Angular.  Yet,  sir,  that 
gentleman  said  but  little  favorable  to  the  adminiatntioni 
on  the  contrary,  he  reprobated  it  in  no  measured  terms. 
The  gentleman  alio  attempts  to  throw  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  MassachusetU  [Mr.  Adiks]  into  the 
ranks  of  the  adminiatratiDn;  and  then  attempts  to  preju- 
dice the  adminiBtration,  by  alleging  that  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachusetla  is  coniistent  with  himself)  that  he 
haa  not  changed  his  opinions.  But,  air,  is  it  true  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  attached  himaelf 
to  tbe  party  sopporting  the  administration  f  If  he  has, 
I  have  not  heard  him  make  the  svowal.  On  the  contrary, 
aome  of  the  severest  thrusts  which  I  have  heard  given  to 
lb*  adninislrktion  during  this  sesaian  have  been  given 
by  that  gentleman.  If  he  acts  with  us,  it  can  only  be 
becauaene  prefers  our  party  to  tbe  opposition,  although 
lie  does  not  aeem  to  estimate  either  very  highly.  Al- 
though I  hare  essentially  differed  with  that  gentleman 
tjpon  many  Important  Questions,  I  never  doubted,  nor 
can  any  man  doubt,  hi*  integrity  or  patriotism.  If,  then, 
hechootes  to  give  biivote  and  his  influence  to  our  candi- 
date, I  shall  he  pleased,  although  I  shall  concede  to  him 
nothing  of  principle.  U  this,  tben,  air,  an  objectioD 
to  our  parly?    I  answer  tbe  interrogatory  from  high 


authority,  tbe  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Tea- 
neasee  himself.  In  a  speech  delivered  at  Nashvnic  last 
fall,  he  said: 

"It  cannot  be  a  serious  objection,  that  Judge  Wbita 
ia  willing  to  receive  the  support  of  any  portion  of  the 
opposition  which  may  prefer  him  to  his  competitor. 
This  may  be  aground  of  prejudice  with  heated  partisans; 
but  with  men  of  unprejudiced  reason  it  is  no  objection, 
and  none  such  consider  it  ao.  Connecticut  is  not  th6 
less  welconie  to  the  Jackson  rank^  nor  is  sbe  likely  to 
be  less  efficient  in  support  of  the  Jackson  party,  be- 
cause, at  the  election  two  yean  ago,  a  portion  of  tba 

support  of  the  administrttioi 
opposition  candidates." 

If  the  gentleman's  present  argument  be  sound,  it  i*  a 
two-edged  sword,  and  cuts  both  ways;  fijr  what  do  we 
aee  f  Judge  White,  who  is  auttainea  by  the  honmble 
gentleman,  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  proclamation 
and  force  bill,  in  Its  strongest  features.  Governor  Tyler, 
who  is  attachrd  to  the  same  ticket  as  Vice  President, 
was  the  bitter  and  uncompromising  opponent  of  both- 
He  denounced  the  proclamation  aa  ultri-federal,  and  the 
force  bill  as  a  bloody  and  Botany  bay  bill,  and  gloried 
that  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  Senate  whose  vote  was 
recorded  sgainsl  it.  Slight  msttera  of  diffierence  am 
Insuperable  as  to  tbe  adminiatrationt  but  opposite,  per- 
manent, irreconcilable  differences,  a  matter  of  small 
moment,  with  the  opposition. 

Now,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  whstare  the  violent  breaches 
of  tbe  constitution  by  thia  administration,  to  which  tbe 
gentleman  refers!  Are  they  to  be  found  in  the  crippling 
of  the  system  of  internal  improvement,  the  reduction  M 
the  high  tariff  of  1838,  the  overthrow  of  the  United 
StatesBank,  and  the  defeat  of  the  land  bill)  or  in  our 
extended  foreign  relations,  and  increased  and  increanng 
commerce,  our  elevated  national  character,  and  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  the  American  people?  Judge  ye. 

With  the  President's  preferences  or  prejudices  I  have 
nothing  to  do  i  he  is  an  American  citizen,  ■  free  man. 
The  office  of  President  does  not  take  from  him  the 
freedom  of  speech,  and  (be  expression  of  IjIs  opinions. 
As  to  the  questions  of  delicacy  and  propriety  attached 
to  the  President  as  a  man,  I  have  no  concern;  I  can 
only  look  to  the  administration  of  the  Government)  with 
this,  I  am  in  the  main  satisRed,  perfectly  satibfled,  and 
have  no  regret  that  I  have  cordially  supported  it.  The 
President  will  soon  retire  from  ofhce;  and  when  the  bit- 
■    ■■  liai 

succeed,  I 

doubt  that  the  course  of  the  administration  will,  in  the 
general,  be  decidedly  approved,  and  the  memory  of  the 
Freaidenl  honored  by  most.  If  not  all,  of  his  opponents, 
for  his  distinguished  and  valuable  services,  both  civil  and 
military. 

Before  Mr.  Gablaitd  had  concluded  his  ipeecli,  which 
is  given  in  full  above,  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  BOULDIN,  on  whose  motion  the  committee  reset 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  BAKER, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tbcbbdat,  Mabcb  31. 

LATE  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Hr.  HAWKINS,  from  the  Committee  of  Electiona, 

ported  a  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  of  the  House 

pay  to  DiviD  NawLian,  Esq.,  the  same  amount  Tot 

pay  and  mileage  as  is  allowed  to  members  of  Congress, 

to  be  computed  from  the  day  of  presenting  his  petition 

to  the  House  contesting  the  election  of  Jmas  GaAiiv, 

Esq.,  to  the  29tb  instant,  inclusive. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  oppoae  the  paMSge  of 
the  reiotution.    1  know,  aaid  Hr.  Iff.',  of  no  preceiMDlf 
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no  hw,  u>d  no  principlei  upon  wbich  iU  puuge  an  be 
juitifi^-  If  there  be  uiy  ground  on  wbicli  memben 
cin  jiutify  themselvci  id  roting  for  the  reiolution,  I 
itMUld  be  gUd  to  h«*t  It  itftted. 

The  ■ixUi  lection  ol  the  firit  wiicle  of  the  conslitu- 
lion  proTtdei  that  "the  Bewton  and  KepreientRtivei 
■hkll  rece'iTe  •  eoDpenwIioa  for  their  lerrlcei,  to  be  u- 
ceituned  by  hw,  lod  pud  out  of  the  Treuury  of  the 
nailed  Sttlea."    In  punuance  of  this  conitilutionil  re- 

auiremeaU  CongreMbu fixed  and  "aacertained  bylaw" 
le  compenntioa  of  e«cb  member  of  Congren.  Hi* 
ptr  diem  and  mileige  are  reguUted  by  aUtute.  But  the 
compcnnttion  allowed  ia  in  &Tor  of  member*  of  Con- 
grcMi  Ihoae  who  are  rlrbtfuily  or  defada  memben,  and 
not  tboae  who  would  be  membcrii  not  to  tboie  who 
claim  teBti,  but  never  get  them;  not  to  Iboie  who  eon- 
tett  the  election  of  a  lilting  member,  and  whote  effort* 
to  obtain  the  teftt  fail,  by  the  judrment  of  the  Houte. 
There  ia  no  law,  then,  wbich  embrace*  and  provide* 
campennttion  for  a  caae  like  this.  The  rerr  fact  Ibal  it 
require*  a  rctolution  ii  proof  concluiive  (hat  there  i* 
no  law  under  whicli  Mr.  Newland  can  be  paid;  and, 
air,  inatfkd  of  paying  hiiD  by  law,  you  are  now  about 
to  gire  him,  by  a  rcMtlution  of  (hii  House,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund,  eighl  dollar*  per  day  for  atlendance 
bere,  and  eight  dollara  for  erery  twenty  mile*  travel) 
sod  you  are  about  to  do  thi*  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate,  and  without  the  approval  of  the 
Freadent,  a*  directed  by  the  con*tilution.  You  are  thus 
giving  to  a  retolution  of  one  branch  of  the  legiiUtive 
departnwnt  the  effect  of  taking  the  people'*  money 
out  of  tbe  Treasury  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  con- 
Ititutioi),  and  in  direct  violation  of  ita  plaineit  provision*. 
Tbe  reaolu lion  pro po*e*  lo  take  the  money  out  of  Ibe 
contingent  tund  of  ihi*  Houm.  You  bad  as  weU  take 
money  out  of  (hat  fund  to  build  a  bridge,  or  pave  a 
Mreel,  or  erect  a  light'houae,  or  to  build  a  stdp,  or 
to  pay  your  soldten  *nd  sailor*.  I  uodcriland  Ibe 
contingent  fund  ii  provided  by  law  to  defray  the 
Mpenaea  oi  this  Uouiei  and  whatever  work  and  labor 
this  Houae  order*  to  he  done  is  (o  be  paid  for  out  of  it. 
Thu*  you  pay  for  printing  ordered  (d  be  done  for  the 
use  of  the  House,  and  lor  the  •ervices  of  boyi  uid 
men  in  sttendancc,  out  of  this  fund.  But  what  service 
has  David  Newlsnd  rendered  (o  this  House  or  to  the 
country^  What  work  and  labor  has  he  performed,  for 
which  he  deserve*  compeniation?  He  was  anxious,  I 
admit,  to  labor  with  us  in  a  legislative  capacity)  but  Ibii 
House  refused  to  let  him  do  thai,  by  deciding  that  be  had 
no  right  tbni  lo  iegiaUlei  and  now  we  are  called  on  to 
pay  him,  as  though  he  had  labored.  Thus,  sir,  you  sre 
about  lo  pay  full  wage*  whrn  no  work  has  been  done, 
and  when  you  have  determined  Ihat  Ibe  man  had  no 
tight  to  work!  [  think  the  fsrmeraand  mechanic*  of 
tbe  coumry  will  eooiider  it  a  strange  deciaion.     They 

will  never  bi 

for  work  nei 


r  work  never  perfi 
>  riKbt  to  perform. 
I*dmit,air,ifHr. 


.  ifHr.  Newland  had  been  entitled  toa  seat, 
the  case  would  have  been  altered.  If  he  had  been  elect- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voter*  of  hi*  dialrict,  he 
would  then  have  had  %  right  to  labor  with  ua,  and  we 
iniijit  to  have  permitted  him  lo  do  so)  and,  in  that  even!, 
we  *houid,  as  juit  men,  pay  him  for  all  the  time  he  had 
been  wuting  here,  knocking  at  the  door,  and  asking  to 
be  lot  io,  for  the  purpose  oT  discharging  the  duties  be 
had  s  r^ht  to  perform.  In  that  caae,  il  would  have  been 
no  fault  of  his  that  he  did  not  warlij  and  it  would  have 
been  hi*  duty  to  offer  himself,  and  to  make,  as  it  were, 
a  legal  lender  of  bi*  services.  Then,  when  his  right 
was  acknowledged,  and  a  seat  given  to  him,  hi*  pay 
•bould  go  back,  and  embrace  all  the  time  he  had  been 
in  attcBdance,  asserting  his  right  to  labor.     Under  tuch 


circumstance*,  Hr.  Newland's  ease  would  have  reeein- 
bled  that  of  a  ploughman,  who  engages  with  a  5irmer 
to  do  work,  and  to  berln  it  en  a  certain  day,  and  who  ii 
prevented  (rom  working  by  the  (iu'mer,  natwilhstand< 
ing  he  lender*  himself  on  the  day.  If  the  factner  delajr* 
him  a  week,  he  should  pay  for  the  lost  week,  because  it 
is  the  farmer's  iault,  and  not  (he  ploughman's.  But  we 
.  .  1  ,     .  ,  ,.    ». — i__j  __j  -  ^ngfuUy prevent- 

cnt  with  tne  peo- 


hsve  not  delayed  Ur.  Newland,  and  wrongfully  preveni- 
'  '  'm  from  discharging^  hi*  enngement  with  tne  peo- 
We  hive  determined  that  he  never  was  elected  by 


themi  and  hence  no  engagement  was  ever  entered  ii 
which  he  had  a  right  to  perform)  and,  consequently, 
being  deprived  of  no  right,  he  has  no  just  clum  to  eoiD- 

The  true  principle,  Mr.  Speaker,  Is  this:  Whenever 
it  is  the  right  of  an  individual  to  engage  in  a  work  or 
service,  and  be  commenee*  it,  or,  being  obstructed,  sets 
about  removing  the  obstructions,  he  should  be  paid  for 
acting)  but  when  an  individual  conceives  that  he  haa  a 
rif;ht  to  do  a  thing,  ind  that  it  is  hi*  duty  to  act,  if  be  i* 
mistaken,  be  has  no  Just  claim  to  compensation,  and 
muit  bUme  hi*  own  mi*judgwent  for  the  loss  of  time, 
(rouble,  and  expeiue. 

Hr.  Hewland  may  have  thought  conscientiously,  far 
any  thing  I  know,  that  be  was  entitled  (o  a  seat  in  this 
body.  Ifhe  had  made  good  bli  claim  toa  seat,  hs  ought 
to  be  psidi  hut  a*  he  has  failed,  and,  a*  1  (hink,  most 
righteoualy  hiled,  lie  muat  attribute  hi*  loss  of  time, 
trouble,  and  espenae,  to  hi*  own  misjudgmenl. 

Suppose  you  pay  him,  after  deciding  against  him, 
what  will  the  precedent  lead  (o'  Why,  sir,  the  seat  of 
every  member  of  Congreia  may  be  contested,  and  you 
will  be  called  on  to  pay  the  unaucceaaful  party  liill  wsge* 
a*  a  member  of  Congress  daring  bis  attendance  beret  and 
mileage  for  coming  and  going.  If  (he  derea(ed  candi- 
dates for  Congress  wish  to  visit  thi*  city,  and  to  spend  a 
pleasant  winter  In  the  society  o^the  capital,  and  (heir 
purses  should  be  under  psr,  they  wlllhsve  nothli^  (odo 
but  (o  contest  the  seat  of  the  member  elect,  make  noiie 
enough  to  prove  that  they  are  in  earnest,  and,  when 
(hey  sre  defeated,  call  upon  this  House  to  pay  (he  costs. 
Ought  you  not  to  enlarge  (he  appropriation  proposed  in 
the  resolution.  If  it  be  right  to  pay  Mr.  Newland?      '- 


hsve  staid  st  home  and  sent  on  (he  depoaitionit  and  we, 
as  just  judges,  could  have  decided  thecaseag  well  with- 
out his  presence  as  with  i(.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  per- 
ceive any  neceseity  for  tbe  presence  of  an  individual  who 
contests  the  seat  of  a  member  of  this  Douse,  provided 
he  forwird  all  the  depowdoni  taken.  At  the  lame  time, 
I  admit  (here  it  do  impropriety  in  his  attendingj  and  I 
■1*0  admit  (bat  his  presence  may  facilUatc  the  progret* 


take  hi*  seat.  But,  sir,  I  will  not  encourage  him  (o  come, 
or  to  con(est  the  election,  by  holding  out  the  induce- 
ment of  a  high  rewanl.  Should  (he  resolution  paa, 
you  offer  that  reward  to  iho*e  who  contcil  election*  and 
ftW,  If  (hey  succeed,  they  have  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  seat  on  thi*  noor.  They  therefore  play  a 
aafe  garnet  for,  hit  or  mi**,  they  sre  rewarded. 

We  are  about  to  exhibit  lo  the  country  a  new  specta- 
cle to  excite  the  ast(iDi*hment  of  ihe  people.  We  have 
expelled  Hr.  Graham  from  his  sest,  when  it  ii  admitted, 
1  believe,  by  every  member  of  thi*  Houae,  thit  he  wa* 
elected  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  his  district, 
if  the  depoiitlons  filed  since  (he  report  of  (he  commiKee 
B^sinst  bin  were  regarded.  We  have,  however,  thut 
our  eyes  to  the  contents  of  these  deposition*.  Speech 
after  apeecb  was  made,  attempting  to  ahow,  upon  nice 
legal  (echnicalities,  the  propriety  of  disregarding  (he 
coDcluiive  evideiKe  furniibed  by  (he  new  depositions. 
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I  endurored  then  to  demonttrtte  th«t  the  evidence  was 
legitimate,  upon  every  principle  of  bw  ind  of  cammon 
■erne.  The  erpuliion  of  Hr.  Gnhtm  (for  I  consider  it 
nothing'  leuj  proves  Ihst  roj  effort  failed  in  convincing 
the  Hou>C|  for  I  am  not  permitted  to  ny  that  the  con- 
victioni  of  members  are  one  way,  while  itieir  actioiu  are 
another.  The  people  will  be  surprised  at  the  conduct 
of  this  House  in  refiialng  to  receive  and  sustain  the  truth, 
aa  msnifesled  by  the  new  depositions;  but  they  will  be 
astonished,  if  not  amazed,  at  our  conduct  in  paying  two 
men  the  wag^a  of  members  of  Congress  from  the  same 
district.  Mr.  Graham  hai  been  paid,  because  he  ob- 
tained the  certificate  of  his  election  in  te^l  and  proper 
form)  and  because  he  has  been  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  itation  as  a  member  de  facto,  if  not  de  jure.  It  was 
his  duly  to  act  under  the  legal  certificate  of  his  election, 
and  while  performing  service  required  at  hit  bands  by 
that  certilicate,  be  was  entitled  to  compenmioD.  Rut, 
in  behalf  of  Ur..NewUnd,  you  are  about  to  pay  him 
when  he  has  no  certificate,  when  the  poll-bookj  do  not 
show  a  majority  of  votes  in  his  favor,  when  the  evidence 
and  poll-hooks  both  show  a  majoritif  against  him,  and 
when  you  have  sanctioned  it  by  declaring  that  be  was  not 
entitled  to  a  seat.  If  you  can  allow  double  pay,  when, 
under  the  conatitulion  and  laws,  there  can  be  but  one 
Bepreient alive,  you  tnight,  with  equal  proprieiy,  extend 
the  principle,  and  pay  the  wages  of  a  member  to  a 
dozen  individuals,  respectively,  who  may  have  been  can- 
didates for  Cungresa  in  the  same  district,  and  all  or  whom 
may  contest  the  election  of  the  aiding  member.  You 
cannot  limit  the  number  of  candidates  in  ■  districti  snd 
if  all  who  are  defeated  contest  tbe  election,  every  one 
will  he  entitled  to  compensation,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  resolution  before  us. 

I  have  diBchsrged  my  duty  in  making  these  ohjeclions, 
and  I  shall  listen  attentively  to  every  thing  which  may  be 
urged  to  prove  they  are  untenable.* 

Mr.  HAWKINS  was  in  favor  of  payment,  because,  if 
the  individusi  must  carry  on  the  contest  at  his  own  ei- 
pensr,  the  result  would  be  that  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  sitting  member  to  keep  out  of  hia  seat  a  man  who 
had  really  been  elected,  but  whose  pecuniary  means 
would  not  allow  him  to  contest  a  scat  at  bis  own  ex- 
pense. 

Hr.  HARDIN  furmed  his  opinion  on  the  case  of 
Hoore  and  Letcher,  and  he  should  hold  the  same  opin- 
ion now.  He  argued,  ihst  when  tlie  contest  was  made 
bonafide,  and  not  on  a  mere  pretext,  it  afforded  good 
ground  for  payment.  In  such  caaea,  when  the  election 
was  really  doubtful,  the  petitioner  was  working  not  so 
much  for  himself  as  far  his  conatituents;  and  tbe  ei- 
penaea,  in  this  particular  case,  must  have  been  great,  to 
tnke  depoailiuns  and  ride  over  the  very  spurs  of  the  Al- 
leghsniea  tn  collect  testimony,  before  ihe  case  came  to 
the  House.  Tlie  contingent  fund  waa  placed  at  the  dia- 
possl  of  the  House,  not  to  be  expended  according  to 
laws  of  appropriation,  but  as  expediency  or  necessity 
migliC  require.     He  thought  it  expedient  to  pay  in  Ihia 

Mr.  VINTON  considered  this,  aa  a  mere  matter  of  mo- 
ney, of  no  conaeqiience;  but  the  precedent  would  be  at- 
tended with  consequencea  of  which  Ihe  House  appeared 
not  entirely  aware.  No  case  had  occurred,  during  the 
half  century  the  Government  had  been  in  operation,  in 

•The  case  of  Potter,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  the  case 
nf  Hoore  and  Letcher,  from  Kentucky,  Bt>  far  as  (hey 
have  been  acted  on,  and  which  were  relied  on  aa  pre- 
cedents to  justify  the  passage  of  Ihe  resolution,  did  not,  in 
Mr.  U'a  opinion,  posaeaa  (he  least  analogy  (o  the  case 
of  Hr.  Newland)  he  woiitd  have  endeavored  (o  prove  it, 
had  the  debate  not  been  stopped  by  t  call  for  (be  pre- 
vious question.— ^D((  bjf  Mr.  U. 


which  a  person  waa  paid,  who  claimed  a  seat,  without 
coming  up  with  a  certificate  of  his  eleelioni  and  il  was 
proper,  as  many  caaes  like  this  must  bave  occurred,  t» 
pause  and  conuder  what  consequences  would  result  from 
aach  a  precedent.  If  Hr.  Newland  could  lake  the  mo- 
ney, without  having  the  reaolution  go  upon  the  journal 
as  a  precedent,  he  would  not  object  to  it.  He  thought 
thia  a  merely  judicial  queation,  and  he  Ibought  the 
House  ought  not  to  hold  out  encouragement  to  peopitt 
to  contest  seats,  by  offers  of  compeoKtion.  There  was 
no  election  where  bad  votes  were  not  throwni  and  in 
closely  contested  elections  it  would  be  ean  to  make  « 
pretence  of  as  many  bad  votes  as  the  certified  member 
claimed  majority.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  con^ 
tests  would  be  frequent)  the  time  of  the  House  would 
be  occupied,  to  the  delay  of  the  public  business  andth« 
delriment  of  the  publiet  the  worst  of  feelings  would  be 
engendered)  and  parties  would  be  politicidly  arrayed 
against  each  other  in.  the  House — all  which  bad  been 
shown  in  the  late  contest.  Contests,  he  thought,  would 
certainly  be  increased;  and  Ihe  House  should  consider  it 
not  merely  (he  ply  of  Ihe  competitors,  but  Ihe  pay  of 
Ihe  whole  House,  during  the  discussion,  and  Ihe  great 
delay  of  buainesa.  The  case  of  Potter,  alluded  to,  in  the 
Senate,  showed  that  the  principle  he  now  contended  for 
had  been  established,  and  that  case  was  an  exception; 
but  it  was  Ruflicient  lo  show  (he  danger  of  ealabliahiitg 
such  precedents.  That  case  differed  from  thii,  and  could 
not  be  properly  compared  with  it;  because  Potter  and 
Robbins  both  came  up  with  certificates  or  election)  and 
it  became  a  question,  not  of  fact,  but  of  constitqtiunal 
law.  The  remark,  that  a  poor  man  might  be  kept  out  of 
a  seat,  hedidnot  consider  as  of  much  force;  because,  if  he 
had  character  and  inHuence  to  have  votes  enough  to 
clsim  a  seat  in  the  House,  he  would  always  hsve  zealous 
personal  and  political  friends,  who  would  aid  him  in  coK- 
testing  for  hia  rights.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would 
be  laid  aude  for  the  present,  in  order  (hat  the  House 
might  consider  the  luhject,  and  decide  upon  it  with  more 

Mr.  GILLET  said  the  House  had  agreed  to  an 
amendtticnt  ofa  bill  from  (he  Senate,  to  pay  Hr.  Potter, 
of  Rhode  Island,  which  was  very  similar  lo  tbe  present 
case.  Mr.  Potter  had  come  to  the  Senate,  contesting 
the  aest  of  Mr.  RobblnBiand  after  he  waa  decided  against, 
he  waa  paid  by  the  vole  of  (he  membera  who  were  po- 
litically opposed  to  him.  He  hoped  Ibe  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Usdekwoodj  would  not  aay  that  that 
case  was  not  a  precedent.  That  quetlion  came  into  the 
House,  and  it  was  decided  that  he  should  be  paid,  by  a 
strong  vole;  and  among  those  who  had  voted  to  pay  him 
waathename  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Vihtos)] 
so  he  considered  the  Houae  had  established  a  precedent 
for  paying  Mr.  Newland.  The  Senate  had  paid  Hr. 
Potter,  because  he  came  before  tliem  with  a  plausible 
claim  to  hia  aeal)  so  it  was  with  Hr.  Newland)  he  had 
come  before  tbe  House  with  what  be  thought  to  be  a 
constitutional  majority  of  the  people  of  his  district,  and 
the  evidence  which  he  brcueht  forward  Hr.  G.  con- 
aidered  just  as  good  aa  the  evidence  of  a  legislative  body. 
He  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  the  case  of  Hoore  and  Letcher,  in  the  last 
Congress,  After  Ihey  had  discussed  the  subject  for 
months,  Ihey  came  to  Ihe  concluaion  that  Mr.  Leicher 
was  not  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  they  resolved  (o  send 
both  the  parties  bsck  to  the  people.  A  proposition  was 
brought  forward  to  pay  Mr.  Letcheri  and  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Hinnin]  moved  a  clause  to  pay  Mr. 
Moore  alao.  The  previous  question,  however,  was  de- 
msnded  and  sustained,  which  cut  off  the  amendment 
proposing  to  pay  Ur.  Uoore.  Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  that  question;  and  it  was  (rue  that  the  name 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wrs  not  among  the  yeasi  but 
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lb«  name  of  the  ^ntlennn  from  South  Caroliiu,  [Hr. 
Gkiitiit,]  who  objected  to  Ihit  renluiion,  wM  to  be  found 
voting  to  j>*y  Mr.  Letcher,  under  prediely  ilmiUr  cir- 
cumttincei  to  the  preient.  Almomt  the  entire  opponlion 
in  the  lut  Congreu  were  found  Toling  the  ume  wkf . 
,  Now,  he  would  uk  gentlemen,  who  couJd  refute  to  p*j 
Mr.  Newland  who  h»d  »oled  to  piy  Mr.  I.etcherf 

Mr.  BRIGGS  a*id  he  recollected  the  tote  be  gnc  la 
pty  Mr.  Letcher,  >nd  he  comidered  it  m  ju*t  •  vote  >■ 
be  eter  gtvti  but  he  would  uk  the  gentleman  from  New 
Tork  [Hr.  Gilut]  if  he  could  and  hit  onn  nime  on  the 
lilt  of  yew  Mid  nayi  which  he  had  referred  to.  He  be- 
licTed  the  gentleman  wu  in  hia  >e>t  when  the  yen  ind 
nayi  alluded  to  were  called,  and  did  notuiaarer  tohii 
Daine;at  lean,  the  gentleman  wa«  in  the  hall.  Hr.  B.  TOted 
to  p>y  Hr-  Letcher,  and  he  should  vote  to  pay  Mr.  New- 
land.  He  hoped  juitice  would  be  done  to  Mr.  Newland, 
•■  well  ai  to  Hoore  and  X^tcher. 

Mr.  B.  then  offered  an  amendment  to  the  reaolutioDi 
u  followi:  "  the  teat  of  the  nid  Grabam  having  been 
vacated  upon  proceediogl  had  under  thepetition  of  Uavid 
Newland." 

Hr.  PeARCE,ofBhodeI*land,  aaid  it  waiwdl  known 
to  the  Rouae  that  he  had  been  in  favor  of  Hr.  Newland 
from  the  beginning  of  the  eonteat,  and  that  be  believed 
him  entitled  to  the  ae»t|  butihe  Houae  had  overruled  bla 
opioion,  and  he  tubmiited  to  their  deciaion.  He  did  not, 
however,  consider  the  case  of  Mr.  Potter  a  precedent 
for  paying  Mr.  Newland)  and  he  could  not,  therefore, 
entertaining  the  opiniooa  be  did,  advocate  the  present 
reaolution.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  Mr.  Newland  com- 
pensated, if  be  could  do  ao  conaiatently  with  what  he 
considered  hia  dulyt  but  he  did  consider,  if  they  passed 
the  present  resolution,  it  would  be  setting  a  precedent 
for  the  payment  of  all  the  parties  to  contested  elections 
which  might  herealler  come  before  the  House. 

Ur.  HAHER  remarked  that  they  had  discussed  upon 
reaolution  the  case*  of  Robbing  and  Potter,  and  Moore 
and  Leicheri  they  had  also  touched  upon  the  windinfc 
up  of  the  last  session,  and  the  three  million  appropri- 
ation, and  he  feared  Ibey  would  nest  have  some  remarks 
•bout  abolition.  Believing,  however,  that  every  gentle- 
nan  was  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  propoiition,  which 
was  one  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  House, 
be  would  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  Uy  the  reaolution  on  the  table, 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysg  which  were  ordered) 
when  the  notion  was  negativedi  Teas  13,  nays  131. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  to  the  previous  ques- 

Hr.  PATTON  called  for  the  readingof  the  following 
clauses  of  the  law  making  appropriation  for  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  House,  in  order  to  show  that  tbey  had  no 
right  to  adopt  the  reaolution. 

"For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  Inciden- 
tal and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tlves,  two  hundred  thousand  dollars: 

"The  said  two  sums  laat  mentioned  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Senate 
and  Home  of  Repreaentatives,  severally,  and  to  no  other 

ced  the  special  order. 

Ur.  HAWKINS  moved  to  suspend  the  rale,  in  order 
to  dispose  of  the  reaolution  which  he  hftd  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Elections)  which  was  agreed  to:  Aye* 
105,  noes  51. 

The  previous  queation  wu  then  seconded:  Ayet 89, 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  aafced  for  the  yea* 
•ltd  luya  on  the  previoua  queationt  which  were  ordered, 
and  werr  Yeaa  101,  Dayi74. 
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So  the  main  queation  waa  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  the 
reaolution  was  adopted:  Teas  134,  nay*  54. 
NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  went 
Into  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  ofthe  Union, 
(Mr.  HiKikin  the  chair,]  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  ape- 
da!  order  of  the  2Gth  of  January,  lookup  tbe  bill  cukmg 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  ofthe  United  States 
for  the  year  1836. 

The  queation  being  on  the  motion  of  Hr.  Biu,  toatrike 
out  the  Ibllowing  clause: 

"  For  the  repaira  and  improvementa  of  the  navy  yard 
at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  $67,000." 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  reauined,  and  caodudad 
hia  remarks,  as  given  in  exienso  heretofore. 

After  which,  the  House  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  Aran  1. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  asked  the  nnanimoua  con- 
sent  of  the  House  to  permit  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to 
suspend  the  atanding  order  of  busncis  for  the  second 
Honday  in  April,  so  as  to  give  priority  on  that  day  to 
the  bill  exteodinK  the  proviaoni  of  the  pension  act 
of  1832.  »  "■  "^ 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he 
thought  one  day  at  leaat  should  be  given. for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  measure  for  the  beneht  of  old  soldiers)  b* 
would  therefore  move  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  aubmit  his  proposition. 

On  a  count,  there  appeared  yeaa  53,  naya  49)  no 
quortim. 

Mr.  Ho  WELL  then  asked  for  the  yeai  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  which  were  olderedi  and 
were:  Teat  78,  nays  51. 

Bo  the  motion  to  suspend  waa  negatived. 
OBDERS    OF    THE  DAT. 

Mr.  CAMBBBLENO  rose  to  make  asug^estion  to  th« 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claim*,  [Hr.  WKtmi- 
siT,]  which  was  that,  ingoint^  Into  Committee  onprjvata 
bills,  it  should  be  understood  that  any  bill  whioh.fav* 
rise  to  diseusuon  should  be  laid  asidei  and  in  tbia  man- 
ner a  large  number  of  claims,  about  which  there  waa  no 
difficiJty,  might  be  disposed  of  that  day  and  to-morrow. 
He  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  claim  of  Je«ae  Smith 
and  olhera  had  occupied  the  daya  appropriated  to  pri- 
vate business  for  several  weeks,  and  other  bills  might 
produce  similar  delaya.  In  making  this  suggestion,  h* 
would  remark  tbat  be  abould  feel  bound  to  ask  tb* 
House  to  dispose  ofthe  naval  appropriation  bill  duriaf 
the  next  week. 

Hr.  WHITTL    . 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  * 
his  own  wishes. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  CaroUna,  objeoted  to  any 


SlTUBDAi,  AraiL  3. 
WISCONSIN  TBBRITORY. 
Mr.  PATTON  reminded  the  House  that  b«  had  gtran 
..  JJcG  of  an  intenlion  to  call  up  at  an  early  day  the  bill 
{torn  the  Senate  for  the  establishment  oflbc  Territorial 
Government  of  Wisconsin.  It  bad  been  auneaied  (hat 
the  present  was  a  favorable  opportunity  for  tbat  pur- 
pose. Hr.  P.  adverted  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  tba 
inbabitanta  of  that  Territory,  they  being  entirely  without 
government  and  without  Uwv.  Murdeta  were  alOMSC 
daily  commilted.  and  there  wa*  no  lawfiil 
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prnTldcd  (or  tnj  crime,  ne  would  therefore  more  to 
■uapend  tbe  rulei  for  one  hour,  in  order  lo  coQiider  the 
bill  to  which  he  hwl  alluded. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Michi|:>n,  urged  the   propriety  of 
■peedy  actiaD  on  Ibe  bill  referred  to.     In  additioa  to  the 


orgknizalion  of  the  militia  in  Witcoiuin,  and  it  wai  desi- 
rable ttut  llie  Territorji  ihould  be  eitabliihed,  anda  GoT' 
emor  appointed,  who  could  or^nize  ita  militia. 
Hr.  STORER  objected  to  the  motion. 
Mr.  PATl'DN  moved  to  suspend  the  rulet  for  the  pur- 
pose ttiiedt  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Ttie  Boute  then  went  into  Committee  <Hr.  SrnisuT 
in  the  chair]  on  tbe  bill  to  oi'pnize  tbe  Territoiial  Gov- 
ernment of  Wiacon«n. 

Hr.  STOKBIt  advened  to  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
it^  of  the  Haute  yesterday  In  a  morning  P'P"*!  (*!■' 
Globe,)  from  which  it  would  be  inferred  that  there  waa 
already  a  Dele^te  from  the  Territory  of  AViKonain.  He 
begged  to  inquire  of  the  chairmin  orilie  Commillee  on 
the  Terntorles,  if  he  could  inform  the  House  what  vai 
Ibe  number  of  inhabitants  within  tbia  Territorj-, 

Mr.Jt>NE9,ofHichigin,ro9eanJ9^idlhalhchadtwice 
endeavored  to  catch  the  tye  of  the  honorable  Speaker,  and 
had  twice  risen  lu  nuke  the  <ame  motion  that  the  Gentle- 
man from  Virginia  bad  ao  kindly  made.  Mr.  J.  ^1l  the 
mint  intentc  interest  in  the  early  deciuon  of  this  ques- 
tion, which  was  of  such  fiial  intemt  to  this  young, 
flourishing,  but  long-negleclcd  Territory. 

In  addition  la  the  arguments  so  feelingly  adduced  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  thai  the  people 
are  now,  and  have  ever  been,  without  (he  pale  of  iudi' 
dicial  tribunals,  Ur.  J.  had  infnrmation,  upon  which  rc' 
liance  could  be  placed,  from  the  country  west  of  Lake 
Michigan,  in  the  public  newspapers,  in  letters,  and 
other  sources,  that  the  eounlry  was  on  Ihe  verge  of 
other  horrid  Indian  war;  that  the  country  ia  wholly 
prepared  lo  defend  itself,  for  want  of  some  i>rganization 
of  the.  militia  ol  the  country,  and  Ihe  meana  of  defence. 
The  people  are  brave,  and  only  want  authority  tuornn- 
il^  and  they  will  then  jirotect  their  wires  and  tleir 
children  with  Iheir  own  handa.  The  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  informed  Mr.  J.  on  Tueiday  evening, 
that  he  too  had  received  a  newspaper  with  Ihe  unpleas- 
ant information  that  an  Indian  rupture  might  soon  be 
expected  in  the  Northwest.  Blialt  we,  then,  ask  for  the 
means  of  defending  ourselvea  from  the  Government  to 
which  we  a^e  so  warmly  attached^  He  humbly  hoped 
that  it  woukl  at  once  be  granted,  and  that  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  would  receive  its  cone nrrence  with  the 
bill  from  tite  Senate,  and  which  bad  passed  through  that 
body  without  the  slighteat  opposition  from  any  quarter. 
He  hoped  tliat  the  bill  would  receive  the  final  action  of 
the  Houie,  that  the  Governor,  whoever  he  may  be,  may 
receive  his  appointment,  and  at  once  repair  to  the  Ter- 
ritory, to  organize  the  gallant  men  who  are  there  now, 
and  who  so  bravely  defended  ihe  country  in  tbe  lale  war 
«f  1S52  with  tlie  Sac*  and   Foxes,  Wmnebagoes,   and 

III  the  course  ofilie  debate  on  this  bill,  Mr.  J.,  in  re- 
ply to  an  inquiry  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  would 
state  that  no  complete  census  of  the  population  of  ibe 
territory  west  of  ihe  Misiiaiippi  river  had  ever  been  la- 
kcni  but  he  had  every  reason  lo  believe  that  the  country 
already  contained  a  population  of  nearly  thirty  Ihounnd 
■oula,  of  Ihe  mosi  vnterprising  and  meritorious  class  of 
population  on  Ihe  continent  of  America)  and  he  could 
not  have  Ihe  sliglilest  grounds  lu  doubt  that  before  the 
next  census  for  IS40,  Wisconsin  would  preaent  a  popula- 
tion for  two  Stales,  and  would,  before  that  time,  ask  at 
yoiir  hands  fcir  admission  as  Slatea  into  this  Union. 

An  objection  or  antendment  lias  been  offered  to  tlic 


last  section  of  Ihe  bill,  which  appropriates  five 
dollarstopurchas^,  furtheuseoftheLegialatiTe/usemiinr 
and  the  courts,  a  library,  to  contain  Ihe  laws  of  Ihe  United 
States  and  the  different  States  of  the  Union.  Hr.  J.  sta- 
ted that  he  did  not  know  of  a  ungle  set  of  the  laws  of  Ibe 
United  State*  within  tbe  bounda  of  the  contemplated 
Territory.  The  like  favor  had  been  shown  to  Michigan 
Territory*  and  he  hoped  that  this  trifling  sum  would  not 
be  used  to  defer  the  passage  of  Ihe  bill.  The  matter  of 
dollars  was  oflittlemomenl  to  the  Territory  in  this  par- 
llculari  and  he  would  not  object  to  slight  objections, 
butlhatthey  would  necessarily  cause  the  bill  logo  back  to 
the  othcrbranch  for  ill  concurrence.  Mr.  J.  would  remind 
Ihe  House  that  upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  poiindi  of 
lead  had  been  nunufaciured  and  raised  at  the  United 
States  lead  mines  in  this  quarter,  upon  which  ten  per 
cent.,  a*  rent  or  lithe,  had  been  paid  to  the  Government 
of  the  UnHed  Slates.  Does  this  not  give  us  aame  claim 
upon  Ihe  generosity  of  the  General  Governnunt?  He 
Ihou^t  it  didi  and  whilst  he  was  ipeakii^  here  now,  one 
of  bis  constituents  and  friends  (Col.  H.  Gratiot,  of  Iowa 
county,  out  of  whose  pocket  and  those  of  the  honest  and 
hard-working  miners  (be  value  of  this  tithe  is  taken)  is  in 
tbe  gallery  of  the  House,  who  had  paid  to  Ihe  Guvern- 
ment  upwards  of  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  lead,  for  which  he  could  now  obtain  six  and 
a  half  dollars  per  100  Iba.,  equal  tosiilytbousand  dollars, 
allcotlspaid.  Does  Ihis  not  entltlehim  and  the  people 
of  Ihe  country  lo  Ihe  patronage  and  protection  of  Ihe 
Government  to  which  we  are  so  afTecllonalely  attached? 
lie  thought  it  would  with  all  generous  and  just  minds. 

On  the  question  of  amendment,  as  proposed  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  »Ui,]  Ur.  J.  re- 
grelled  exceedingly  thai  disciisuoa  was  about  to  arise,  >• 
that  question,  it  hid  been  tboughl,  had  been  avoided  and 
settled  lo  the  sitisfsction  certainly  of  the  two  honaribte 
Senators  from  llllDoii',  and  the  other  part  of  the  delega- 
tion in  this  House,  [the  honorable  Messrs.  Cisai  sod 
Kar HOLDS,]  wlih  whom  Ur.  J .  had  conversed,  and,  he  bad 
all  the  while  believed,  lo  the  satisfaction  orihe honorable 
gentleman  who  now  moves  it.  He  does  not  think  that 
Ihe  proposed  smendment  will  alter  or  affect  the  ques- 
tion, except  lo  procrastinate  ill  passage.  If  Congresa 
could,  it  had  already  fixed  and  cstahliihed  the  northern 
boundary  of  l|]incii>i  and  besides  this,  Ur.  J,  had  had  a 
provision  inserted  in  Ihe  bill  which  eiprcssly  deolsrea 
that  nothing  contsined  in  the  bill  shall  proliibit  the  Con- 
gress from  attaching  any  portion  of  Ihe  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  lo  any  other  Slate  or  Territory.  The  amend- 
ment, aa  propused,  is  deemed  of  little  or  no  importance 
to  either  Illinois  or  Wisconsin,  except  so  far  as  lo  pre- 
vent deUy  in  the  passage  of  the  bin,  which  is  to  he 
the  conslllutiDn  or  fundamental  law  for  Wisconsin.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  resided  but  one  mile  north  of  Ihe  northern 
boundary  of  Illinois,  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Ihe 
wishes  and  feelings  of  the  people  borilering  on  the  line 
in  Illinois,  andknew  that  there  was  no  anxiety  on  this  sub- 
Jecti  and  be  entreated  the  gentleman  to  willidraw  hia  ob- 
jection, and  permit  this  bill,  which  was  of  such  deep  inter- 
est to  his  conatiluents,  to  became  a  law, 

Ur,  STOKER  said  he  waa  nut  opposed  to  the  bill,  but 
he  wanted  lo  know  the  retaon  why  it  was  aliempted  lu 
be  passed  in  mo  unusual  a  mode.  The  House  Would 
pardon  bim  for  making  some  remarks,  lucausc  of  the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  Stale  he  represented,  in  re{;:ard 
to  this  matter  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  The  Stale 
of  Ohio  was  nut  contiguous  to  this  Territory,  but  was 
immediately  connected  In  interest  with  Ihe  setllemeiit 
of  this  question.  There  was  a  bill  before  the  House  to 
determine  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio,  which 
it  waa  much  more  important  ^ould  be  immediately 
passed,  and  he  wanted  lo  know  why  that  bad  been 
postponed  lo  give  way  for  this.     He  again  Mid  be  waa 
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not  oppoMil  to  th!i  bill,  bnt  should  rote  for  it.  But 
whkt  hid  produced  the  Hate  of  Tiels  thit  made  itich  ■ 
biH  necfinry?  One  yeir  >go  this  TerrUory  ww  under 
the  wiperTision  of  judf^  appointed  by  the  Executive  of 
the  United  SUIea.  The  Uwi  of  the  United  States  were 
in  operation  then.  How  is  it  we  are  told  now  there  is 
no  or^niialinn,  and  that  the  doori  of  j uitice  are  closed? 
It  wasnot  the  fault  oFthe  people  of  this  Territory.  Is  it 
the  fault  of  the  HonaeF  ir>r>,  he  would  leave  it  to  be  ez- 
plained  by  others.  There  wai,  however,  a  Territory  which 
had  cut  loose  from  thia  district,  that  had  cauwd  the  con- 
fiiiion  contpliined  of,  and  raised  this  whirlwind,  which 
bM  now  come  in  cliiminK  lo  be  a  State  of  this  Union, 
withmit  waiting  for  the  Tornis  of  legiilalioni  and  has 
compelled  this  section  to  ask  to  be  erected  into  a  Tern- 
lory.  He  could  not  let  this  bill  p>  by  without  express- 
ing his  opinions  oflhia  proceeding;  on  the  part  ofHichi- 
fan,  and  attempting  to  put  down  this  moxl  dangerous 
Allempt  to  become  a  Slate  without  the  proper  enact- 
ments. It  was  not  three  years  since  this  hail  echoed, 
as  H  were,  with  unc  voice  upon  the  doctrines  of  the 
South  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  States.  He  thought  the 
South  was  wrong  then,  and  thought  so  now)  but  here  is 
practiol  nullification  of  a  most  dingerous  tendency. 
Michigan  has  now  a  Qovemor,  Legislature,  and  judges, 
in  the  form  of  a  State  Government,  and  by  tbis  act  the 
Territory  of  Wisconan  is  deprived  of  the  usual  forou  of 
territorial  government.  He  could  not  prevent  this 
courset  he  must  be  swept  along  with  the  current,  but  he 
felt  bound  tri  enter  his  protest  against  such  proceedings. 

Hr.  PATTON  thought  the  gentleman  might  have 
found  •  more  appropriate  time  to  offer  his  remark*. 
The  committee  had  studiouaty  avoided  dragging  into 
the  bill  anything  touching  the  boundary  dispute  between 
Michigan  and  Ohio.  The  difficulty  which  called  for 
(his  bill  had  not  grown  out  of  that  dispute,  but  had  arisen 
from  an  omiaion  in  the  act  establishing  the  Territory  of 
Michinn,  in  not  extending  the  jurindiction  of  the  laws 
over  this  Trrritory.  This  bill  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
boundary  in  dispute,  and  be  hoped  it  would  not  he 
drawn  into  the  discussion. 

Mr.  BROWK  slated  the  situttian  of  this  question. 
Ilie  act  of  IB33,  which  establislicd  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  only  extended  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  laws 
over  three  counties  of  this  Territory,  and  since  that  time 
emigration  had  gone  on  to  a  great  extent  to  the  west- 
ward, and  there  were  now  settlers  altt^lher  beyond 
the  juriidxtion  of  the  laws.  The  court*  bad  decided 
they  were  without  their  jurisdiction.  Their  condition 
waa  truljr  deplorable,  and  they  calte<I  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  interrerc.  This  bill  had  been  carefully  examined 
and  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  he  could  see  no  reason 
for  delaying  its  passage. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenncnee,  moved  to  strike  Ihc  ap- 
propriation mil  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  hoped  the  motion  would 

Hr.  PATTON  said  the  object  of  the  appropriation  was 
to  furnish  some  necesasry  means  for  ^e  ofticers  of  ihe 
Territory  to  start  fairly  In  their  legialition.  It  was  merely 
to  furni^  book;',  &c.,  for  the  judges  ind  the  Govern- 


I  indefinite  character,  to  a  similn 
controversy  to  that  of  the  boundary  quettioD  between 


Michigan  and  Ohin.  He  wnulil  atk  if  any  one  knew 
what  the  northeast  comer  of  llllnoii  vu;  and  that  was 
the  starting  point  for  Ihe  boundary  of  this  Territory. 

Hr.  HAY  offered  two  amendments,  to  describe  more 
certainly  certain  boundaries  between  Wisconsin  and 
lllinolai 

After  theword  ■•lllinoia,"  insert:  "  Commencing  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  inlhemiddle 
of  Lake  Michigan,  at  43  d^.  3D  min.  north  latitude." 

"  And  with  the  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ftt  411 
deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  as  run  and  marked  by  Lucius 
Lyon,  the  aurveyor  on  Ihe  part  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
John  Messenger,  the  surveyor  an  the  part  of  the  3Ial« 
onllinoia." 

Hr.  REYNOLDS  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
He  thought  the  southern  boundary  had  been  settled  pre- 
vioiuly,  and  this  bill  ought  to  have  reference  to  Ihat 
settlement. 

Mr.  ADAHS  said  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  that  the 
settlement  of  ihrs  question  would  settle  the  boundary 
diipale  between  Ohio  and  Hichigani  he  thought  so  too. 
If  we  settle  the  northern  boundary  of  Illinois  in  43  deg, 
30  min.,  it  will  settle  thai  question,  and  nothing  else  wn 
be  led  to  teltlr.  This  was  not  the  first  lime  he^  had 
heard  of  this  4Sdeg.  30  min.  He  had  hesrd  the  very 
same  proposition  made  in  1B30  by  the  same  gentleman. 
Be  remembered  it,  because  upon  it  a  diacuaslon  aroae, 
and  the  House  did  not  think  proper  lo  adopt  the  prop. 
osilion  a*  the  boundarv  line.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  admitted.  ,  He  had  some  doubts  ofils  pro- 
priety. He  hoped,  also,  tiiat  Ihe  people  of  Wiiconun 
would  have  some  delegate  lo  speak  fur  their  rights,  not 
only  before  the  House  should  settle  Ihe  houndary,  but 
before  they  should  even  pan  this  hill.  The  bill  only 
proposed  to  give  Ihe  people  of  Wisconsin  a  regular  and 
orderly  government)  but  as  the  people  of  Michigan  lud 
no  voice  in  the  House,  and  as  it  involved  questions  the 
decision  of  which  was  important  to  them,  he  hoped  Ihey 
would  be  first  heard. 

He  had  hoped  there  would  be  no  disciUMon  upon  Ihe 
dispute  between  these  States.  He  hoped  it  could  be  set- 
tled, without  difficulty,  as  they  might  require,  so  as  to 
•ecure  Ihe  rights  of  all  the  paniea.  He  understood  ihere 
was  a  bill  in  another  part  of  that  building  calculated  to 
■eltle  the  controrersy,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  undertake  to  »etile  it  beforehand  in  the  way  propo- 
sed bylhia  amendment,  but  would  wait  till  Ihat  bill  came 
into  the  House.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the  bill  for 
admitting  Michigan  as  a  Stale  into  the  Union,  aad  for 
settling  the  boundary. 

Hr.  PATTON  remsrked  that,  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Massschuselta,  he 
did  not  think  the  right  of  llie  people  of  Michigan  affected 
by  this  bill.  They  had  set  up  for  lben1Belve^  and  eatab- 
lislied  a  boundan',  which  Ihey  claim  to  be  rightfully  set- 
tled. This  bill  does  not  trench  upon  their  boundary  in 
the  alighteat  degree.  So  far  from  it,  that  these  bounda- 
riea  of  Wisconsin  leave  about  twenty  thousand  aqjuare 
miles  of  territory  lo  Michigan,  which  that  Territory 
does  not  claim,  which,  if  this  bill  passes,  wiH  be  allotted 
lo  Michigan  as  a  part  of  her  soil.  There  ia  another 
reason,  i?  any  doubt  yet  is  left,  why  no  difficulty  can 
arise  from  the  quealion  of  boundaries.     There  isaclause 


.  .  ^  ,  that  any  furlhei 

guards  were  necessary  for  the  security  of  other  8(ate», 
or  for  Ihe  settlement  of  the  disputed  boundary  between 
Ohio  Mtd  Michigan,  he  would  not  object  to  amendment! 
for  that  end. 

The  committee  had  wished  lo  avoid  all  reference  lo 
the  disputed  bottndary;  ibcy  did  not  mean  even  l«  tnter- 
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tkin  ■  ductuwon  ufit,  if  it  could  posubly  be  iToidcd. 
Tbe  bill  hkd  no  reference  to  tbat  qileation  whtterer;  it 
did  not  lettle  Ibe  boundary  in  any  wayi  but  merely  cre- 
■ledthiiTeiritocy,  to  be  bounded  by  tbe  xdjoinin^  Slitei, 
wilbout  Mating  where  were  tbe  boundariei  of  Ibote 
Stitei.  Thou  gentlemen  vbo  ipoke  of  tbe  boundtry 
prenuturely  reiie  ■  question  vhich  the  bill  purpmely 
avoid*.  It  might  be  that  Michigan  i*  rl^ht,  orthMOblo, 
Illinois,  and  Indiana,  are  right.  When  that  queation  cornea 
properly  before  the  Houae,  be  should  give  it  a  dispaa- 
•ionate  cODaiderationi  but  it  traa  not  necestary  to  dia- 
Gua«  it  in  reference  to  the  preaent  bill.  He  thought,  if 
Ihe  boundary  dispute  could  be  settled  by  act  of  Congreas, 
it  had  already  been  done. 

By  Ihe  act  of  1S34,  Michigan  thought  she  bad  a  per- 
fect right  to  the  land  which  ihe  now  claimed.  If  that 
right  could  be  taken  away,  it  had  already  been  done.  If 
ftny  act  of  Cangresa  could  aellle  (he  boundary,  it  bad 
bMn  donei  for  one  act  declaring  tbe  boundary  bad  been 
paaaed,  and  if  that  would  not  aeltle  tbe  dispute,  another 
would  DOl  do  it.  He  hoped,  however,  Ibe  aubjeet  would 
not  be  diacuised  at  present,  for  it  had  no  relation  to  the 
bill  before  tbe  comniiitee;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
[Ur.  Hat]  would  withdraw  hia  amendments. 

Ur.  HAY  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  could  not  coDiply . 
with  the  request,  and  was  about  to  proceed  with  some 
further  remarks;  but  Ihchouralkotledto  the  silting  of  tbe 
committee  having  expired, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  that  the  committee  riset 
which  motion  prevwled. 

Tbe  Mouse  then  went  into  CDminitlee  of  Whole,  and 
took  up  aundry  private  billsi  several  of  which  were 
reported  to  the  House,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  Ihe  third  llmei  and  then 

The  House  adjourned. 


SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
Tlie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  preamble 
ftod  resolutions  of  tbe  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  on  Ihe 
(ubject  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
The  queation  pending  wis  the  motion  of  Hr.  Wil- 
tixMS,  of  Kentucky,  lo  refer  the  resolutions  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Heani,  with  iniiruciiona  to  re- 
port a  bill  appruprtiting  to  (he  several  States,  for  a  limit- 
ed lime,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands* 
tor  purposes  of  internal  improvement  and  education. 

Mr.  HAWES  continued  Ihe  remarks  which  he  com- 
menced on  Monday  last,  and  proceeded  until  tbe  eipi- 
radon  of  (he  morning  hour- 
Mr.  WISE  asked  theconsent  of  (be  House  la  submit 
the  following  reaolulion: 

lUmhcd,  Tbsl  ■  select  committee  be  appointed,  wilh 
power  to  lend  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  inlolhe 
agency  or  mode  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposite  for  the 
public  money,  and  Into  the  contracts  with  tbe  Treasury 
Department,  by  which  they  are  regulated,  and  into  the 
manner  in  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  such  con- 
tracta  are  madet  and  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any, 
what  connexion  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial,  exists, 
or  has  existed,  between  a  certain  Reuben  H.  Whitney 
and  tbe  Treasury  Department  of  the  ^nited  Statea,  or 
.between  bim  and  the  banka  of  depbsite  of  ihe  public 
mone^l  and  into  (he  extent  of  hla  agency  generally  in 
keepmg  and  controlling  tbe  public  moneyi  and  into  the 
amount  of  biacompenaation,  whether  the  same  be  paid 
out  of  (he  public  Treasury  or  by  the  deposile  bankst 
and  tbat  Hkid  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Objeetionbeinginade,Hr.  WISE  moved lOMSpend  tbe 
rules  to  enable  hjm  to  offer  tit  leiulutioni  ud  asked  fot 


the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  motion)  which  nete  orderedt 
aod  were:  Yeas  34,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

Yaia— Messrs.  Adam>,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Aahley,  Belt,  Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Chimbers,  Childs. 
Nathaniel  H.  Cbiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Corwln,  Crane,  Cuabing,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Evans,  Everett,  Forester.  French,  Fhilo  C.  Fuller, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland.  Granger,  Graves,  Gray. 
son,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Albert  O.  Harrison,  Hazelline,  Hoar, 
Hopkina,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  JBne^ 
Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W.Jonesi  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  L.ove,  Lyon,  John  Y.  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
HcComas,  McKennan,  Mllltgan,  Morgan,  Owens,  James 

A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Reed,  Ripley,  Robertson,  William 

B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Spangler,  Slande- 
fer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddj  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williams,  Wise-e4. 

Nits — Messrs.  Barton,  Bean,  Boekee,  Boon,  BoieCi 
Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Cirr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Coffee,  Connor,  Craig,  Cuilmnan,  Dromgoole, 
Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Glllet,  Glascock,  Joseph  Hill,  Hamrr,  Kannegan,  Sam- 
uel S.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hiynes,  Henderson, 
HuTiey,  Hubtey,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez 
Jackson,  Jartii,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
-Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klo- 
nard,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua 
Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Maaon,  Hoses  Mison,  Hav,  UcKeon,  McKIm, 
McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Page,  Parker,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Sicklea, 
Smith,  Speight,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Towna, 
Turner.  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  Weeks— 90. 

So  the  motion  lo  suspend  tbe  rules  «aa  negatived. 

Hr.  PEYTON  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Rouse  to  submit  (he  following  resolution: 

Raohxd,  That  the  bill  reported  by  the  Comialttee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  entitled  "  A  bill  regulating  tbe  do- 
posltes  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  certain  local 


day,  and  (hat  it  have  precedence  over  all  other  butinesa 
of  tbe  House,  fium  tlie  hour  of  one  o'clock  on  tbeaecond 
Monday  in  Hay  next,  and  on  each  lucceedii^  day,  from 
Ihe  same  hour,  Fridays  snd  Saturdays  exceplei^  until 
the  same  shall  be  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  pledged  himself  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Hr.  Piiroa,}  that  he  would  raka 
the  earliest  opportunity  lo  call  up  the  bill  refrrred  lo  in 
Ihe  resatulion.  He  hoped,  however,  Ihe  House  would 
make  no  more  special  orders  until  the  approprisdon  bills 
were  disposed  of. 

Objecdon  being  made,  by  several  members,  to  the 
recepdon  of  Ihe  reaolulion, 

Hr.  PEYTON  moved  to  suspend  tbe  rules,  to  enable 
bim  to  submii  it,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay*  on  the 
motion)  which  were  ordered,  snd  were: 

Yiis— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Hemsn  Allen,  Ashley, 
Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Carter,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Nathiniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Gorwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Evana,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Hard,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrlaon,  Hoar, 
Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janea, 
Jenifer,  Henry,  Johnson,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Love,  HcCarly,  McKennan,  Hilligan,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Peyton,  Reed,  RobertKn,  Augustine   H.  Sbspperd, 
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Shield^  SputiHoT,  Btmndafer,  Btorer,  TtlisTeno,  Wtddf 
Ttaompton,  Turner,  Undervood,-  Yinlon,  WuhingtoD, 
White,  Whitiluej,  Lewi«  Williun^  Wiie— 6B. 

Kt-n—tHtmn.  Adtna,  Anthony.  Bulon,  Bemie,  Bean, 
Boree,  Boyd,  Brovn,  Butim,  Cambrelen; ,  Cnrr,  Cuey, 
Cbuicy,  Coffee,  Cvlo,  Connor,  Ctug,  Crtmer,  Cu^ 
flun,  Doubkda*,  Drompwle,  EIner,  Filrfield,  FsrUn, 
VilliiB  R.  Fulkr,  Jimei  Oubnd,  Gitlet,  GUictek, 
GfMitknd,  H*le]>,  JoKph  HkII,  Himer,  HftnneKmn,  Al- 
bert G.  HuTMon,  Bvwf,  Hewkiiw,  H*ynei,  Hendemn, 
Holiay,  Hopkin%  Hublejr,  Huntington,  InKham,  Jkbe* 
Jaekeon,  Jerrii,  Joecph  'JohMon,  Care  Johnaoiv  Jabn 
W;  Jono,  BenJMnia  Jan*a,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard, 
KKni^enaniith,  I^ane,  Iitmnog,  Gideon  Lee,  jMhua  Lee, 
Tbomaa  Lee,  Uooard,  Loffan,  Luoa*,  Job  Mann,  Uan- 
ninf^,  John  T.  Haaon,  Williain  Haaon,  Uoaei  UaaoQ, 
Mar,  McKeon,  HcKini,  HcLene,  Honlgomery,  Moore, 
Horgan,' Page,  Parker,  Parku  Patienon,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Pbelpa,  John  Beynolda,  Joieph  Tteynolda,  Rip- 
ley, Roane,  Schenck,  Beymour,  Sioklea,  Smith,  Buther- 
land,  John  Thomaon,  Towni,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel, 
WafTcner,  Wtvd,  Wacdwell,  Webaler,  Weeki,  Bhermid 


a  the  motion  to  aaaprnd  the  rule*,  for  the  purpoae 
indicated,  waa  diatfrreed  to. 

Mr.  PBTTON  gaTe  notice  that,  aa  he  coiuidered  tha 
bill  referred  to  in  bia  readulioa  an  important  one,  be 
■houkl  renew  the  motion  at  MMue  convenient  time. 

The  CHAIB  announced  the  apecial  order  of  the  day, 
hiing  the  naval  aerrice  bill. 

If r.  EVAMS  moved  to  auapend  Ibe  liita,  for  tite  por- 
poae  of  oalling  the  Stateafor  petitibnt. 

Ut.  CAUBRBLKNG  niRoated,  *■  there  could  be 
but  lis»  petition*,  (aeveral  having  been  preiented  on 
Friday  by  common  conaent,)  the  motion  to  call  the 
Slatea  for  them  wai  unnecceaary,  aa  they  could  be  pre- 
Knledia  lh«  morning  by  common  conaent. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  Evixa  waa  loat,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  C&UBBELENO  moved  that  the  House  reaolve 
itMlC  iato*  Committee  of  the  Whol^  for  tb«  purpoee  of 
taking  up  the  apecial  order. 

Mr.  LAY  aaked  tbe  mmaent  of  the  Unuac  to  preaent 


.  Objection  being  made,  Hr.  L>  moved  to  Hupend  Ibe 
rulea,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  preaent  tbe  petitiona 
NTerrad  to,  and  aaked  for  tbe  yieaa  and  naya  on  hia 
iDotion. 

Tbe  Houae  refuted  to  order  the  yeaa  and  naya,  and 
negatived  like  molion  to  auipend,  without  a  count. 
NAVAL  BERVIGE  BtLL- 

In  pursuance  of  the  special  order  of  Ibe  36th  of  Jinu- 
m,  on  motion  of  Hr.  CAMBRBLENG,  Ihe  House  re- 
•olved  ilielf  inio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Dnion,  (Hr.  HiJin  In  the- chair,)  and  returned 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
Xhe  naval  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S36. 

The  queation  pending  was  the  motion  of  Hr.  Bill,  tq 
Strike  out  the  folio* ing  item: 

"For  the  improvement  and  neceawrj;  repair*  of  the 
navy  yard  at  Portsmaulh,  New  Rampshire,  aiz^-aeven 
tbousand  dolhra." 

Mr.  JARVIS,  who  was  entitled  to  tbe  Boor,  roae  and 
ftddresaed  the  Chair  a*  fbHowt: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Were  it  not  for  tbe  daily  annunciation 
nude  byyou,  upon  reauming  the  chair,  that  tbe  question 
before  tbe  committee  ia  upon  tbe  motion  of  the  gentle- 
BMn'from  Tennessee,  to  Hrike  out  of  the  bill  which  ia 
under  connderation  (he  appropriation  of  #67,000  for 
the  repsiis  and  improvements  of  the  navy  yud  at  Ports- 
mouth, it  would  be  difficult  to  detemiiae  upon  what  tub- 
{'ect  we  are  called  upon  lo  deliberate.  Tbe  debate  haa 
«en  of  Mcb  •  immblin;  cbwMter,  that  the  true  questioD 


before  the  committee  bsi  been  nearly  kept  out  irf  view. 
Dpon  tlie  two  motions  of  the  gentleman  ttam  Tennesaee, 
[Hr.  BsLL,]  Rrat  to  reduce  tbe  approprialion  for  tbe 
New  Hampshire  navy  yard  one  hall,  and  aRerwarda  to 
strike  it  out  altc^ther,  we  have  had  arguments  upon  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  number  of  navy  yards,  of 
creating  a  neV  one  upon  the  ahorea  of  Narrsganaet  bay, 
and  of  expending  three  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  navy 
vardatPcnascola.  WeluiTehadatotichuponfortifieaiiona, 
on  ship  building,  on  nulliRcadon,  with  ii  sprinkling  of 
disunion.  We  have  heard  also  about  tbe  Bank  of  tha 
United  Stales,  anS  the  gold  currency,  and  the  anrphi* 
revenue;  ofilce-holdera  have  come  in  for  their  shu*  of 
notice,  and  there  have  been  eulngiea  upon  S 


been  diatribes  againit  Ibe  President,  for  no  debate  would 
be  perfect  without  that  Ingredient.     Sir,  this  little  nan 

Srd  of  the  Granite  State  hat  been  proliBe  as  Pandora'e 
X;  and  there  is  hope  too  at  the  bottom,  that  alter  gen- 
tlemen ahalt  have  blown  olT  their  ateam,  and  been  allowed 


.-  proceed,  and  a  vote  lo  be  taken  upon  the  navy  hill, 
before  tbe  service  bis  seriously  sufiered  for  want  of  lb« 
appropriations. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  whose  motion  ia  the 
caute  of  all  the  delay  which  hasooourred  in  the  progren 
of  an  kppropriaiion  bill,  which  contains  nothing  of  aa 
obnoxious  cbsracter,  nothinj;  which  heretofore,  in  tbe 
utmost  bitterness  of  party  feeling,  would  have  prevented 
ita  immedialeand  undisputed  pasuge,  after  beinga  mem- 
ber of  this  Houae  for  eight  years,  and  after  having  voted 
bundreds  of  thouianda  for  these  navy  yards  which  be 


pudiated  by  the  sobtrquent  and  coiitinucd  action  of 
Congress,  and  consignca  to  that  receptacle  of  things  for- 
gotten on  earth — the  document  library  of  this  Bouse — 
and,  in  virtue  of  this  document,  delays  Ihe  navy  appra- 

Erlstion  bill,  and  calla  upon  us  to  stop  and  inquire  with 
im  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  number  of  oar 
navy  yards. 

Sir,  I  must  confess  myself  diaappcrinted  in  tbe  course 
of  that  gentleman.  Having  constantly  voted  with  him 
until  now  upon  all  the  eventful  queationa  which  b«v« 
thrown  an  Intense  interest  over  the  passing  history  of 
Congreaa  for  the  laatlive  yeara,  ind  having  teen  in  tba 


adminittiation 
heretofore  tupported  by  him)  it  is  pursuing  the  sama 
course  heretofora  approved  by  him,  and  not  by  hint 
alone,  but  by  alarge  majority  of  the  people  of  the  Unitad 
SIstes,  from  Missouri  lo  Maine— and  yet  he  style*  his  oU 
political  friends,  with  whom  be  has  stood  shoulder  tv 
shoulder,  in  so  many  trying  scenes,  the  gentlemen  on 
Iheotber  wdei  He  bat  left  us,  then!  He  ha*  abandon- 
ed us  for  the.  enemy!  Instead  of  b»ng  a  distinguished 
Wpporter  and  champion  of  the  administration  of  the 
brocite  aonof  i'ennesaec,  be  seeks  to  thwtrtaod  em- 
barras*  II!.    Sir,  I  wish  him  jt^  of  bis  change. 

I  pny  die  oommittee  to  bear  ia  mind  the  nature  of  th* 
bill  agunat  which  hit  opposition  is  6rst  directed.  It  ia 
a  bill  making  appropriation  for  naval  serricci  reporied 
in  the  usual  form,  bv  Ibe  usual  comn^tee,  upon  tha 
D«ual  catimatea.  It  a  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  oar  officers  and  teamen,  for  the  refiair 
and  equipment  of  our  ship!)  and  for  the  improrement  and 
repur  of  our  navy  yard).  During  the  time  thail  liava 
had  a  seat  on  Ihla  floor,  a  bill  of  a  timilar  charMtsr  baa 
beea  ptaied  eirly  in  wch  tucoeediog  wt-ion,  wlihotit 
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queition  kikI  wilbotit  deliy.  I  pray  tbe  committM  aba 
to  recollect  the  lime  when  Ihii  oppotition  vufint  nuni' 
frtted.  It  wu  >t  the  time  when  •  wer  cloud  w>b  lower- 
ii^  over  the  country,  when  *  conteit  wu  expected  with 
th«  Mcond  maiitime  Power  in  Europe,  and  when  the 
uncertun  cbaracler  of  iHir  Torei^n  reUlioni  rendered  it 
necetury  fur  ui  to  ui^  wilh  all  poaiible  hute  our  prep- 
aratiiKU  for  defence.  It  is  a  time  like  Ihli,  and  upon  a 
bill  of  thii  dCKirtptlon,  that  Ihegentlenun  from  Tennea- 
•ee  aelecla  to  break  ground  againtt  the  administration, 
whence  tbe  audden  flood  of  light  wbicb  hia  guihed 


"DraptaniaiuUi^tt"  from  tbe  "apolleu  banner,"  un- 
furled as  a  iignal,  and  adopted  u  a  nuirrelloui  proper 
warcry  by  a  certain  little  knot  of  politician*,  and  fatten- 
ed on  them  in  utter  deriiion  by  thoae  againat  wbom  it 


«re  too  many  nary  yarda.  1  would  aik  if  thii  quetti 
b  aevcr  to  be  fettled.  Sir,  the  six  navy  yards  upon  the 
Atlantic  were  eatabliibed  prior  to  the  adminiitration  of 
Mr.  Jefferaon.  I'he  questions  of  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing their  number  and  of  changing  their  location 
hare  been  repeatedly  before  Congress,  and  the  result 
faaa  uniformly  been  the  saoM^,  namely,  an  implied  re- 
fusal to  make  any  change,  and  a  determination  to  con- 
tinue the  yards  as  at  present  establiahed,  manifested  by 
additional  t^propriatums  for  Uieir  improvement.  Thu 
was  tbe  eonalant  course  until  Ibe  year  18S7,  when  the 
19lh  Congreaa  seeoied  decided  by  its  action  to  remove 
all  doubt.  In  that  year,  the  Committee  on  Naval  AFTairs 
of  ^e  House  reported  againtt  the  establishment  of 
navf  yards  at  Baltimore,  Narrsgsnaet  bay,  and  New 
Lundoni  and  an  act  was  passed  for  the  gradual  itnprove- 
ment  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  Uie  6tb  section  of 
which  ia  in  the  following  words; 

"And  be  U  further  enacUd,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
Dailed  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  aulborized  1o  cause 
the  navy  yards  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  iboroughly  ei- 
tnuncd,  and  plans  to  be  prepsrcd  and  sanclioned  by  the 
President,  fur  the  improvement  of  (he  same,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  public  property  therein)  from  which 
plant  no  deviation  shall  hereafter  be  made  but  by  hia 
special  order.'* 

[n  pursuance  of  this  autliorization,  the  President 
caused  Che  several  yards  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New 
Vork,  Philadelphia,  Wsshington,  Norfolk,  and  Penia- 
cija,  to  be  surveyed,  and  plana  to  be  made,  which  were 
approved  by  him,  and  are  now  to  be  aeen  in  the  office 
ol  the  Navy  Commiiaioners.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  these  plans  into  effect  thst  the  appropriation* 
are  asked  for  now  ai  they  have  been  in  every  preceding 
year  of  this  administration,  which,  in  this  respect,  han 
only  followed  the  example  of  the  administration  lo 
which  it  succeeded,  in  puriuin^'  what  seemed  to  be  Ibe 
settled  and  invariable  policy  of  tbe  country. 

From  the  lime  when  the  first  stroke  wss  struck  upon 
our  navy  yards,  up  to  the  lime  when  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  fint  called  to  give  his  powerliil  aid  in 
tbe  councils  of  the  nation,  which  wa«  the  very  epoch 
of  the  paassge  of  the  act  to  which  I  have  referred,  a 
period  comprising  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  jesrs, 
the  wbote  amount  of  the  appcoprialioni  for  ill  our  navy 
fanls  was  only  ^,106,300.  During  the  time  that  gen- 
tleman has  been  in  Congress,  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  same  yards  has  been  13,348,  ;S3|  and  if  we  add 
thereto  the  eott  of  the  dry  docks  at  Norfolk  and  Charlea- 
town,  which  have  both  been  constructed  within  this 
perioil,  the  honorable  gentleman  will  have  sanctioned 
or  permitted  an  expendiiure  upon  Iheae  navy  yards, 
'  some  of  which  now  give  him  so  much  uneaunesS)  irf' 


93,868,8901  air,  tbe  gentleman  Iwa  placed  bimtelf  ia 
an  unpleasant  dilemma.  If  ibeae  establishment!  were 
not  necessary,  how  can  he  Justify  himself  for  permitting 
so  large  an  expenditure  upon  them,  without  one  word  of 
caution  or  expostulation'  If  they  were  neccsury,  what 
reason,  what  excuse,  can  be  offer,  for  arretting  ttte  pro- 
gress of  Ihi*  appropriation  bill  through  bis  oppowtion  to 

It  would  seem  to  be  almoat  superfluous  to  enter  into 
an  argument  to  show  the  impolicy  of  reducing  our  navy 
yardsi  but  I  will,  nevertheless,  oA  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee  for  a  few  minutes  to  enable  me  lo  glance  at 
this  question.  The  French  have  a  proverb,  that  "a 
mouse  with  one  hole  is  toon  caught."  This  saying  is 
peculiarly  applicable  here,  if  we  had  but  eae  or  two 
naval  stations,  how  easy  would  it  be  for  an  enemy  that 
was  powerful  upon  the  ocean  to  blockade  our  whole 
fleet:  increaae  the  number  to  what  we  now  have,  and  it 
hecnmcs  impracticable.  Besides,  if  an  enemy  were  to 
attack  and  succeed  in  destroying  one  of  our  seven  naval 
arsenals,  the  shock  would  scarcely  be  fell)  bulifall  anr 
iMTsI  store*  were  concentrated  upon  one  or  two  pointi^ 
the  destruction  of  either  would  be  a  blow  from  which  it 
would  be  impo**ible  to  recover  durini  tbe  continuance 
of  a  war,  and  which  might  produce  a  disastrous  iaaue  lo 
the  conflict.  Again,  by  having  our  navy  yards  scattered 
along  our  extensive  coast,  much  greater  activity  might 
be  given  to  Iheir  opcmtiona  in  time  of  war,  at  the  ser- 
vices of  all  the  ship  carpenjert  in  their  immediate  neigb- 
borfaood  could  be  secured)  whereas,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments were  large  or  small,  no  more  ship  builders 
could  be  procured  to  Isbor  in  them  than  were  lobe  found 
in  their  vicinity,  unleM  at  an  increased  expense.  Our 
people  are  migratory  in  their  disposition;  but  they  are 
alto  a  calculating  people.  When  they  pull  up  their 
stakes,  it  is  because  they  expect  lo  find  greater  profit 
and  sdvantsgs  from  aettlnglhem  down  elsewhere.  Sir, 
they  will  not  sufTer  you  talransplanttliem,unlessyou  make 
it  (br  their  interest.  Tou  may  carry  your  establiibmenta 
to  Ibem,  but  you  cannot  bring  them  to  your  estiblith- 
ments.  The  whole  power  of  the  United  Stalei  bas  been 
extrtedin  vain  tobuild  up  one  city,  wliile  vills^,  towns 
and  cities,  hive  started  up,  as  if  by  ma^c,  without  our 
aid  or  the  aid  of  the  States,  in  every  teetion  of  our  couiv- 
trv.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  cited  the  example 
of  Great  Britain,  as  caocluaive  *f[aintt  the  multiplication 
of  navy  yards.  He  represented  that  nation  as  having 
only  two  great  nsvil  eslabliibmenta,  and  of  course  re- 
ferred to  those  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth,  Sir,  1 
know  not  «hat  that  gentleman  may  consider  as  great 
naval  ealablithmenti>,  but  in  England  there  are  seven 
dock  yards,  the  leiat  of  which  is  far  superior  to  the 
greatest  of  oura.  Four  of  these  are  between  London 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Thames)  they  are  situated  it  Oept- 
ford,  Woolwich,  Chatham,  and  Sheernetsi  then  come  tbe 
two  great  yards  of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  upon  the 
shores  of  the  English  channel;  and  then  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Bristol  and  St.  George's  channels,  in  the 
msgnificent  hsrbor  of  Hiitard  Haven,  ia  the  new  catab- 
lishment  of  Pembroke,  which  it  i*  the  intention  of  the 
British  Government  to  make  one  of  the  first,  if  not  (he 
fint  nsval  stadon  in  (he  world.  This  is  the  farthest  from 
London  of  all  the  docks,  and  yet  the  distance  is  only  337 
miles.  I  will  mention  a  few  of  the  Improvements  at  aome 
of  the  establi^menta  which  tbe  gentleman  considera  of 
an  inferior  class. 

The  dock  yard  at  Depttbrd  contains  thirty-one  acrest 
it  has  two  wet  docks,  one  of  which  covert  an  acre  and 
a  half,  and  the  other  two  acres;  it  has  three  building 
alipt  fur  men  of  wir,  a  batin,  two  mast  ponds,  twenty 
forges  for  anchors,  besides  mast  houses,  timber  sheds. 
Sec.;  there  sre  employed  in  it,  in  time  of  peace,  one 
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Ttie  dock  ytrd  tX  Woolwich  i*  a  mite  lonr.  It  hu 
two  dry  dooki,  tevenJ  tlipB  Tor  building,  three  nuit 
pondt^  ■  bolt  pond,  >  ropewilk  400  firdi  Ion; ,  and 
employ!  1,500  workmen  in  lime  of  peace. 

The  e«Ubli«hment  at  Chatham  it  one  mile  in  extent 
along  the  river.  It  bat  two  baani,  Tuur  doeki,  lix  build- 
in(C  *t>p*(  t«entf-one  (orfa,  itorebouies  aiz  hundred 
and  Torty  feet  long,  a  nil  loft  two  hundred  and  nine  feet 
langv  and  an  extennve  ropewalk. 

The  yard  at  Sfaeemea)  contain*  aixty  acres.  It  vai 
formerly  uied  only  for  buitding  frigate*,  and  for  making 
iKltht  repaira,  but  it  hai  been  rebuilt  tince  the  peMe  of 
161S,  at  a  coat  of  f  14, 400,000,  and  m,  perhaps,  the  first 
in  Eurof>e(  it  haa  an  eztentire  key  wall,  a  buin  capable 
of  containing:  liz  fint4«te  riiips  of  the  line,  two  baiint 
for  smaller  rcMcl*,  three  dry  doeki,  and,the  largest  store- 
Iioute  in  England. 

In  Prance  there  are  no  IcM  than  thirteen  niTsleatibliih- 
mentj^ofwhicbl  will  enumerate  five,  which  are  infinitely 
■uperior  to  any  thinf  we  can  bout  of.  Thne  are  the 
worki  at  Cherbourg,  in  the  Engliah  channel,  where  the 
labor  of  man  hai,  by  raising  an  artificial  iiland,  created 
■  tecure  roadstead,  and  where  a  superb  basin,  large 
enough  to  contain  a  Beet,  hu  been  blown  out  of  the 
lolid  rock.  Then  there  is  Brest,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
channelt  the  ertablishment*  in  the  Loire,  and  at 
Rachefort,  in  the  Bay  of  Biw»yi  and  at  Toulon,  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Sir,  1  hope  lliat  our  •elf.^onceit  may 
not  lead  us  to  suppose  that  we  are  wiser  than  all  the  reM 
of  the  world,  and  that  a  policy,  pursued  unvaryingly  by 
all  the  administrations  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  all  the 
Gorernments  of  Prance,  will  not  be  rejected  without  ma- 
ture deliberation— more  deliberation  thin  can  or  ought 
to  be  bestowed  upon  it  ai  an  incident  to  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  It  is  a  policy,  too,  which  is  better  calculated 
for  onr  confederacy,  and  more  imperiouily  required  by 
us,  than  by  either  of  the  nalioni  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red. The  vast  extent  of  our  seaboard,  and  the  conse- 
quent impossibility  of  a'  coDcenlration  of  cur  physical 
means,  call  loudly  for  this  syttem.  The  very  nature  of 
our  federative  republic  makes  it  one  of  indispenssble 
necesaityi  a  necessity  which  does  not  exist  elsewhere, 
hut  which  bu  never  been  lost  sight  of  by  any  sdmini*. 
tration,  as  is  shown  by  the  endeavor  to  apportion,  as  far 
at  practicable,  the  expenditures  of  our  Government 
among  the  different  sections  of  our  country. 

With  regard  to  the  appropriation  which  is  required  by 
the  Navy  Comminionera  for  the  I'orUmouth  njtvy  yard, 
it  ia  lesa  by  910,000  than  the  estimate  made  by  tbe  com- 
mander of  that  yard,  who  is  not  an  Eastern  man,  and  who 
can  have  no  interest  in  the  appropriation  but  the  interest 
of  bit  countiy.  Since  the  proposition  was  made  to  re- 
duce this  expenditure,  I  have  received  a  letti  r  from  the 
lieutenant  or  that  yard,  who  does  not  expect  to  be  con- 
tinued there,  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
whose  pecuniary  interests  cannot  in  any  way  be  affected 
by  the  decision  of  Congress  in  this  matter.  He  writes 
to  mr,  that  the  appropriation  is  absolutely  necessary; 
and  Uiat  the  timber  at  that  yard  hu  suffered  heretofore 
fur  want  of  Hiitahle  accommodKtions.  Uethinka  it  would 
he  quite  ai  prudent  to  rely  upon  the  eslimales  of  the 
Nary  Ccmmtssiuners,  confirmed  u  they  are  by  the  im- 
partial and  unbiased  opinions  of  the  officera  of  the  yard, 
H  to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark  with  those  who  determine, 
without  showing  any  ground*  fur  their  decision,  that  the 
appropriation  ought  to  be  reduced. 

Sir,  I  perfectly  agree  with  my  honorable  colleague 
wbo  sill  before  me,  [Hr.  Eriss,]  in  liii  contempt  of  tbe 
argument  resorted  lu  by  a  Portsmouth  newspaper,  and 
Irinsferred  to  the  columns  of  the  Globe.  I  trust  that,  in 
the  location  of  our  public  works,  tte  iliall  never  debase 
ouraelvet  by  investigating  the  ilate  of  the  bBlh>t-box.  If 
we  stooped  to  thii  inquiry,  we  should  have  nothing  per- 


upon  til 
tbe  politictd  ■Imotpbere.  1'he  only  inquiry  lor 
u*  to  make  is,  whether  the  appropriationi  are  necessarj 
and  proper.  If  they  aK,  let  us  grant  them,  though 
every  vote  in  the  place  where  ibey  are  to  lie  expended 
should  be  given  againat  the  administration)  if  they  tre 
not,  I  say  let  them  be  wilhholden,  though  every  vote  in 
thai  place  should  be  woh  as  the  majority  in  raia  House 
could  deure. 

In  the  article  referred  to  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
I  was  amiiaed  by  the  rhodomontide  of  the  writer,  in  call, 
ing  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth  the  beat  harbor  in  the 
world;  but  I  am  not  dispoaed  to  qoarrcl  with  him  for  the 
extrav^pnce  of  his  eulogy.  Sir,  this  it  the  only  harbor 
of  the  Slate;  it  is  the  poor  msn'i  ewe  lamb,  and  it  is  no 
wonderihat  they  are  disposed  topruic  and  to  cherish  it. 
There  it  no  doubt,  however,  of  its  being  a  very  Kood 
harbor,  and  a  navy  yardjs  well  situated  there,  as  an  a4|uDCt 
to  that  of  Boiton.  It  furnishes  a  good  port  under  iheir  lea 
to  all  vessels  bound  to  Boston  from  the  eatt,  and  tiMt  may 
not  he  able  to  weather  Cape  Ann,  the  eastern  point  uf 
Boiton  bay.  Iftheyahoutd  hll  to  leeward  of  tbil  cape, 
they  can  up  helm  and  bear  away  for  Portimoutb,  where 
they  are  at  once  in  from  tea,  and  safe  from  ttorm. 

Sir,  I  thoiitd  not  have  sud  a  word  respecting  tbe  td- 
vantaget  of  my  own  State,  if  another  member  from  it 
bad  not  spoken  in  doubtfiit, terms  of  them,  in  his  eager- 
ness to  sustain  the  New  Hampshire  navy  yardi  and  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginls  who  preceded  me  in 
this  debate  had  not  made  an  argument  for  thai  yard,  "  on 
the  score  of  the  benefit  It  wst  to  Maine."  The  State  of 
Maine  dcrivet  no  advantage  whatever  from  the  location 
of  this  navy  yard  on  lier  western  frontier,  and  1  trust  the 
genllemtn  from  Virginia  will  permit  me  to  set  him  right 
in  this  particular.  And  with  regard  to  the  natural  ad- 
vanltgct  of  the  seaeaast  of  my  own  State,  in  comptrison 
with  Portsmouth,  I  am  sure  thst  I  sliall  be  sustained  by 
every  one  acquuinted  with  the  thoret  of  the  United 
Statea  east  of  Boalon,  in  the  assertion  which  I  here  make, 
thit  a«  harbors  of  refuge, » lituttiont  fur  navy  ;r>rds,  aa 
stations  for  fleets,  there  are  many  harbora  in  Maine  deci- 
dedly tupeiior  to  that  of  New  Hampdiire.  Among  many 
other*,  i  will  mention  Wiicasaet,  where  a  fleet  of  the  lar- 
gest size  mty  ride  in  ttrcty  in  from  five  to  twelve  fathomi 
water,  on  good  holding  ground,  perfuetly  landlocked 
and  tecure  from  the  enemy;  Booth  bay,  to  well  known 
to  our  numerous  coittert,  and  in  which!  have  counted 
more  than  seventy  vessels,  which  had  sought  shelter 
thereat  the  same  moment  from  thelUreainingof  astorm; 
tbe  wtlert  of  the  Penobscot,  in  which,  among  other 
harbors,  it  thst  of  Cattine,  which  the  British  know  to  well 
bow  to  appreciate,  and  of  which  it  is  said,  in  a  report  of 
Commodore  Painbridge,  "that  it  hu  great  itrength 
from  its  natural  utuition.  Iti  bold  water  snd  eseelleiit 
harbor,  ifTording  ihtlter  for  the  Urgeil  fleett,  its  accea- 
■ibility  at  all  teatant  of  the  year,  its  favorable  liluation 
for  the  entry  of  prlzet,  kc,  and  iit  geographical  posi- 
tion, tnake  it*  possession  an  object  of  the  highest  conse- 
quence in  the  event  of  another  war  with'  Great  Britain." 
The  only  utber  harbor  which  I  will  mention  it  the 
magnificent  tound,  running  up  into  the  heart  of  Uouiit 
Detert,  where  all  the  navies  of  the  world  mieht  ride  in 
security,  perfectly  abettered  from  wind  and  tea,  and 
which,  if  it  belonged  to  any  other  State,  would  he  the 
theme  of  many  an  elaborate  encomium,  and  the  occasion 
of  many  a  long  speech.  Several  of  Ihete  harbors  bavo 
the  advantage  which  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  liUnd 
cUms  exclusively  for  Narragtntet  bay— that  of  being 
aeceasible  with  a  norihweit  wind.  They  do  not,  like 
that  bay,  labor  under  the  ditadvanUge  of  being  eatily 
bloekadedt  and  by  their  position,  stretcliing  into  tba 
Anantic,  they  are  very  important  in  a  military  point  of 
view.     Sir,  ray  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Evi«s]  said 
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there  were  moM  harbon  in  Hume  than  on  the  whole 
aouth  Allintlc  rrontier.  He  ircNild  have  been  nearer  the 
nark,  if  he  had  laid  there  were  more  prad  harbon  in 
Maine  than  in  all  the  real  of  the  United  State*. 

The  pntleman  from  IhMacliuwtti  on  mf  right,  [Hr. 
Pnixm,]  found  a  novel  reaaon  for  opptaing  ihu  bill) 
or,  ntbcri  he  found  two.  The  firM  wu,  that  there  wai 
a  balanoe  of  appropriatioiu.  Sir,  if  the  gestleman 
had  cximined  ihia  milter,  he  would  have  found  that, 
from  the  initilution  of  our  Gorernment,  the  avera^  of 
the  biUneei  of  approprialioni  wu  about  37^  per  cent- 
Sir,  these  balances  xrise  from  the  verf  oeeeamty  of  the 
eaie.  Theealimateifor  the  aerviceofihe  enmiing  year 
matt  be  made  before  the  lit  of  December,  and  the  sup* 
pliea  nny  not  be  voted  before  a  quarter  or  third  of  the 
yearhaaeUpsed.  Until  theact  hai  paaaed,  noconlraeta 
can  be  made,  no  engagement  entered  iota.  So  that, 
thou^  the  auppliei  are  nominaltj  for  the  calendar  year, 
ret  in  reality  thej  are  for  twelve  monllu,  beginning  with 
the  month  of  Hay.      If  the  whole  amount  of  the  ippro- 

Erialioni  should,  therefore,  be  Inconsiderately  expended 
efore  the  month  of  January,  there  would  be  a  cesntion 
of  labor  on  all  the  public  works  for  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
one  third  part  of  the  year.  Beudei,  piymenti  are  not 
inide  until  the  work  ii  eseculedg  and  unnreseen  eauses 
may  prevent  or  retard  the  fulfilment  of  contrsctii  ur  the 
nry  nature  of  the  contract  may  require  more  time  than 
k  year  for  ita  completion,  or  the  contractor  may  entirely 
hil  to  comply  with  his  engagement*)  in  all. which  eaiea 
bslincca  mnit  of  necesiily  be  accumulated.  As  an  in- 
•tance  in  point,  may  be  adduced  the  large  bslince 
under  the  head  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  ilorei.  The 
amount  applicable  for  the  service  of  the  year  wii 
«33,r45  73.  The  amount eiqiended  was  only  (12,809  67| 
the  reason  for  which  was,  that  the  gunpowder,  which 
hat  been  furnished  on  contract,  did  not  aland  the  severe 
testa  required  by  tbe  Navy  Commissi  one  ra,  and  propo- 
Hla  bad  to  be  inued  anew, under  which  the  powder  has  not 
yet  been  furnished,  though  contracted  for.  The  second 
reason  of  the  gentleman  ror  opposing  the  progress  of  this 
bill  wu  that  we  had  no  account  of  what  part  had  been 
expended  of  the  sum  which  was  voted  last  year,  fbr  the 
repaira  in  the  Portimouth  navy  yard — the  enormous  sum 
of  four  thousand  dollars!  Really,  sir,  this  looks  too  much 
like  trifling'.  The  gentleman  is  ready  to  vole  the  pub- 
lio  treasure  with  an  unsparing  hand,  to  furnish  a  capital 
lo  his  mercantile  frieods  in  New  York,  but  not  a  cent 
will  he  vote  for  reptln  of  navy  yard^  until  he  his  the 

E roof  that  the  unconscionable  sum  of  four  thousand  dol' 
ra  has  been  judiciously  expended  "  in  mending  win- 
dow*, replacing  ilite*  upon  the  rooft,  stopping  leaks," 
Ice  Sir,  itii  the  buiineis  of  the  Auditor  to  settle  aC' 
counts,  and  to  them  we  had  heller  leave  it. 
'  The  gentleman  fromSouth  Carolina[Ur.  Txowsox] 
roae  apparently  with  a  predetermination  lo  find  fault  with 
everv  thing  emanating  from  the  adminiilration.  He  be- 
gin by  denouncing  aa  most  extraordinary,  the  manner  in 
which  this  bill  was  introduced.  Sir,  1  have  already  sla- 
ted that  it  was  introduced  in  the  usual  manner,  and  1 
challenge  any  gentleman  to  prove  the  contrary.  He 
then  objeats  to  the  bill  for  being  in  driblet).  What  would 
the  gentleman  havef  Does  he  wish  that  we  ahould  vole 
at  once  the  suma  which  may,  in  a  series  of  years,  be  cx> 
pendcd  in  each  of  the  navy  yardaf  Sir,  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  please  any  person,  who  is  resolved 
upon  being  diipleited.  To  make  our  navy  yards  what 
they  ought  to  be,  would  require  an  appropriation  ten 
times  *9  great  as  tbe  present  estitnatei.  Suppose  such 
a  bill  had  been  introduced,  and  I  aik  what  would  have 
been  the  language  of  that  gentleman,  and  of  those  who 
act  with  him'  We  should  have  heard  tbe  changes  rung 
upon  bribery,  corruption,  and  extravagance,  and  waaie- 
ful  expenditure,  in  good  set  phratei,  and  the  admlniitr*- 


tioD  would  have  been  aaked,  and  very  peitiMDlly  loot 
why  it  deviated  from  the  beBtai  track  in  asking  ter 
greater  appropiiatiocu  than  It  was  poMible  to  expend 
during  the  yearf 

Tbit  ^nlleman  aaya  that  the  appropliationa  are  not 
ftirly  dntnhutBd,  and  hi*  abaervatiana  are  calculated  to  - 
produce  a  state  of  irritation  at  the  South,  by  ioatillin| 
the  very  unfounded  suspicion  that  justice  ha*  not  been 
done  to  that  section  of  the  United  States  in  the  expcndt* 
tore  of  the  revenue.  In  order  to  establish  this  pintlion, 
he  ii  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  novel  and 
somewhat  remarkable  diviaon  of  the  United  Slatca. 
Tbe  twelve  Allanlie  States,  from  IWne  to  Virginia  in- 
clusive, he  calls  the  north  AtJantici  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  the  eastern  shore  of  Flori- 
da to  Cape  Sable,  he  calls  the  south  Alisntic)  and  Iron 
Cape  Sable  to  ihe  Sabine,  he  denominate*  the  gulfdi*- 
(rict.  He  consider*  Maryland  and  Virwinia  unworthy  to 
he  olaned  with  South  Cuolina.  He  has  cast  them  off 
from  the  8outb,  snd  has  joined  them  to  the  Eaitem  and 
Middle  States.  Sir,  I  accept  the  division.  The  Eastern 
and  Middle  States  arc  ready  and  willing  to  be  clataed 
with  the  Ancient  Dominoni  her  aervieea  in  the  early  days 
of  our  republic,  in  tbe  dajs  of  trial  and  peril,  can  never 
be  forgotten;  we  take  pnde  in  her  great  men  of  tlHiaa 
day*,  and  we  claim  them  as  Ihe  common  property  of  our 
country.  The  genllenuin  has  divided  the  States  to  suit 
hi*  purpoaesi  but  will  they  slay  divided'  Will  Ninth 
Carolina  suffer  herself  to  be  cut  off  from  her  old  awoci- 
atei?  Nonh  Carolina,  whose  conduct,  a*  a  member  of 
Ihia  confederacy,  is  a  model  for  Ihe  imitation  of  the  olher 
Statesg  contented,  migoinimous,  moderate  in  her  de- 
mands^ and  never  urging  them  with  importunityi  neither 
rash,  nor  boisteroui,  nor  impcluouB,  nor  vainglorloui^ 
she  vaunts  not  henelfg  and,  wt'u&ed  with  her  hflnorable 
rank  among  her  siiter  State*,  looks  calmly  down  upon 
Ihe  tulbulence  of  her  Southern  neighbor.  Will  she  give 
her  consent  to  this  arbitrary  diviaon'  Never,  nr,  never! 
I«  there  any  greater  hope  of  Georgia?  Ask  her  repre- 
senUtlves,  and  they  will  tell  you  it  is  equally  forlorn. 
Even  Florida  diaclaims  all  wish  to  avwl  herselfof  the  in- 
vidious partition.  She  complains  not  of  psrtialityj  she 
declares  through  her  Delegate  that  she  i*  sitirlied  with 
Ihe  treatment  sne  has  received  from  her  Eastern  friendij 
she  aaki  not  for  such  help,  nor  auch  defender*.  What, 
then,  has  become  of  this  aouthern  Atlantic  division?  Re- 
nounced by  North  Csrolina,  repudiated  by  Georgia,  re- 
jected by  Florida)  what  is  there  left  of  it?  In  the  ex- 
pressive phraseology  of  the  West,  there  is  left  hardly  a 
grease  spotl 

In  order  to  make  out  hi*  charge  of  partiality  in  Ihe 
expenditure  of  the  revenue,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  gives  lo  the  north  Atlantic  all  Ihe  eipenditu  rea 
for  the  navy.  Is  it  come  lo  Ibiif  Is  tbe  navy,  fiir  tha 
purposes  of  party,  to  be  made  a  sectional  concern?  Does 
Ihe  honor,  which  ridiatea  from  our  flag  wherever  tha 
■tars  and  stripes  are  seen  to  float,  belong  exclusively  to 
the  North/  Are  the  skill,  and  Ihe  valor,  and  the  illuatrl- 
oua  deeds  of  our  amitl  but  truly  galhn t  navy,  the  pride  snd 
tbe  properly  of  only  the  Northern  portion  oFthe  confed< 
eracy.'  la  the  respect  which  tbe  renown  of  that  navy  ha* 
inspired  for  the  United  Slates,  wherever  waves  can  wart 
or  winds  blow,  a  sectional  concern?  Sir,  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  may  refute  to  claim  any  portion  for 
hii  State,  but  I  trust  she  will  not  regsrd  him  a*  a  fiiiibful 
repre*entatlve,  in  this  particular,  of  her  oplnioni  or  her 
feelings.  And  sure  I  am  that  there  ia  not  another  SUte 
in  the  Union  that  will  be  willing  to  relinquish  ita  share 
of  the  imperitbable  glory  which  that  navy,  common  to 
ui  all,  cherished  by  us  all,  has  shed  over  the  whole  Uni- 
ted Stales]  Sir,  upon  examination  of  tbe  Navy  Begister, 
I  Bnd  that  there  n  not  ■  Stale  o^  Territory  which  has 
not  eootributed  officer*  to  tbe  naval  ■ervice.  And  wbcra 
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•re  oar  ilupi  emplof  ed }  Al  the  Nonb  >  No,  )ir '.  upon 
the  iborea  r>r  the  gulf  frontier  af  the  United  Slaleti  in 
the  Wett  Indies;  in  the  Heditemneini  on  the  cout>  of 
Biuil  Bnd  Africa)  in  the  PiciGc,  and  in  the  E*Bt  Indieai 
every  where  protectin|f  our  commerce,  glrlnr  lecurity 
to  OUT  iDvincn,  and  extending  the  name  and  the  fame 
of  our  country.  With  what  propriety,  then,  can  the  ap- 
propriation for  our  navy  be  called  a  lectional  sppropria- 

Then,  air,  there  are  the  cipenHi  of  the  five  recruit- 
ing atatioiu  which  are  to  be  charged  againit  the  North. 
Thece  are  eilabiiahed  at  Benton,  New  Torli,  Pbilulel- 
phia,  Baltimore,  and  Norfolk. 

I  And  where  elae,  let  me  aak,  ihould  they  be  placed. 
They  are  placed  in  thoae  porti  where  noil  seamen 
•re  to  be  found  for  the  aervice  of  the  naTy,  and  it  would 
be  idle  to  place  them  elKwherc.  Of  what  arail  would 
it  be  to  have  a  recraitinR  station  at  Obarleiton  or  Penn- 
cola,  where  out  of  6,706  wamen  who  were  re^Mered  in 
the  different  porta  of  Ihe  United  Statei,  only  47  were  re- 
gialered  at  Charleiton,  and  only  23  at  Pentacola'  An- 
other reaion  for  not  ihipping  our  aeatnen  at  these  ports,  if 
indeed  another  reason  were  wanting,  i*  equally  cunclu- 
a(T«.  II  ii,lhal  the  wages  of  seamen  in  the  South  areio 
high  Ibat  it  would  b«  inconsistent  wilb  economy  to  ship 
theroi  for  it  would  be  impoasible  to  procure  them  al  the 
rate  which  is  paid  in  the  northern  AlUniio  piHts.  Sir, 
while  the  cdinpUint  wis  fresh  upon  the  lipsof  the  gen- 
tlenwn  from  Soulb  Carolina,  a  letter  was  received  at  tlie 


Nan  Department  from  Iba  commindant  of  the  i\ 
yard  at  Pensacoli,  giving  mformatkin  that,  in  co 
quenceofilave  labor  being  at  tevenleen  dollars,  he  ci 


not  procure  Munen.  for  twelve  dollars  a  month,  (the 
price  allowed  in  the  navy,)  and  aaking  leave  to  procure 
Ibem  at  the  former  price. 

And  while  upon  the  subject  of  wHget,  permit  me  to 
nolice  the  position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  that  in  consequence  of  the  cbeapnesa  of  slave 
bbor,  the  expense  of  ship  building  is  much  less  at  the 
South  than  al  the  NoKh.  3ir,  according  to  Ihe  old 
■'f'lg,  "an  ounce  of  practice  is  worth  a  pound  of 
theory,"  an  experiment  was  msile  of  the  cost  of  build- 
ing at  our  several  ports.  The  John  Adsms  was  hull!  at 
Charleston,  and  the  Adama  was  built  at  New  York. 
These  vessels  were  of  Ihe  same  size.  The  cost  of  the 
former  waa  113,305  doll sri  and  72  cents,  and  the  cost  of 
the  latter  was  76,623  dollars  and  37  cents;  the  expense 
of  the  Cbarleilon  vessel  exceeding  that  of  the  New  York 
vessel  •36.883  U.  The  frigate  Philadelphia  was  built 
at  PhiUdelphis,  and  cost  #l79,549i  Ihe  friKate  Cheaa- 
peake  was  built  at  Norfolk,  and  cost  (330,677.  These 
frigates  were  of  equal  size,  and  the  difference  of  ck>st 
in  favor  of  Ihe  Northern  frigate  was  Ml,)28.  The  frig- 
ate President,  which  was  built  at  New  York,  wsi  400 
Ions  larger  than  the  Chesapeake,  and  cost  only  333  dol- 
krs  more.  The  comparison  in  every  iostancb  is  in  favor 
of  building  at  (be  North.  And  yet  we  are  to  be  told 
thai  economy  requires  [list  we  should  build  at  the  South. 

The  result  was  the  same  in  Ihe  construction  oftbc 
docks  St  Norfolk  and  Boston.  These  docks  are  of  the 
same  size,  and  are  built  of  the  same  materials)  the  one 
in  Bolton  cost.  In  round  numbers,  ^77,000,  and  the  dock 
at  Norfolk  cost  {950,000.  1  am  awire  Ibat  a  part  of 
this  difference  may  have  arisen  from  difference  in  the 
coat  of  materials,  from  greater  difficulty  in  excavation, 
and  in  preparing  (he  bottom  of  the  dock  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  masonry)  but  certainly  a  fair  object  of  com- 
parison is  the  coll  of  the  labor  in  the  masonry  of  the 
two  docks.  The  labor  in  (he  masonry  of  the  dock  at 
Boston  cost  (133,503  60,  and  at  Norfolk  t20t,816  79, 
or  63  per  cent.  more.  Soon  after  I  bad  become  ac- 
quainled  with  the  fact  of  this  great  difference,  I  bsd  an 
opportunity  of  asking  the  cause  of  it,  of  the  able  cngi- 
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under  whose  superintendence  both  docks  were  con- 
structed. He  told  me  it  was  because  more  work  waa 
done  for  the  same  money  at  the  North)  that  though  Ihe 
nominal  price  of  labor  was  less  st  Norfolk  than  at  Bos- 
ton, yet  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  labor  performed 
was  much  greater  in  favor  of  the  latter. 

The  gentleman  complains  of  the  administration  be- 
cause a  dry  dock  hu  not  been  constructed  at  Pensacots, 
and  insists  thai  authority  was  given  for  (his  purpose  nine 
years  ago.  Sir,  authority  was  given  at  that  time  to  the 
President  by  law,  via:  on  Harch  3,  1837,  to  cause  two 
dry  docks  to  be  constructed  i  one  to  the  North  and  the 
other  to  the  Soulh  of  the  Potomsc)  and  In  the  ezerclae 
of  the  discretion  confided  to  him,  Ihe  navy  yards  of 
Charlestown,  near  Boston,  and  of  Qoiport,  near  Nor- 
folk, (the  latter  being  Ihe  extreme  point  of  our  coast 
towards  the  South,  where  there  was  wster  wfficient  for 
our  large  shipi,)  were  selected  for  the  sites  of  ihe  two 
docks,  which  were  begun  in  1837,  and  finished  in  1B33) 
and  the  requiremenli  of  the  law  were  thus  complied  with. 
Upon  what  ground,  then,  does  the  gentleman  assert  that 
authority  exists  for  constructing  a  dry  dock  at  Pensacola? 
He  tells  ui,  with  a  sneer,  ihal  the  Nivy  Department  ap- 
pears to  be  ignorant  oF  this  facti  and  well  may  it  be  so, 
for  no  such  net  exiils. 

Not  only,  sir,  were  there  no  instructions  given  by 
Congress  for  the  construction  of  a  dock  at  Pensaools, 
but  it  is  also  evident  thai  no  such  Intention  Aiatedi  for, 
in  the  very  law  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  in  the  next 
aection  to  that  which  aulhorizet  the  two  docks  whicli 
have  been  built,  we  find  this  authority  i*  given  to  Iba 
President;  "  to  cause  the  necessary  examinations  and 
inquiries  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  erecting  a  marine  railway  for  the  repair 
of  sloops  of  war  and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  clsas,  at 
Fenaaocla)  and  if  it  should  appear,  from  lueh  inquiry 
and  examination,  that  such  railway  would  be  useful  to 
the  navy,  and  can  be  constructed  at  a  reasonsble  ez- 
peiiie,  that  he  cause  the  same  to  be  constructed."  Now, 
IS  it  not  apparent,  from  this  section,  that  it  did  not  enter 
into  the  intention  of  Congress  to  have  Pensacola  select- 
ed for  one  of  the  dry  docks?  Congress  waa  too  wise  to 
undertake  a  work  of  that  magniiude  where  there  waa 
not  sufflcient  water  to  float  our  large  vessels)  but  a* 
there  was  sufficient  water  for  our  sloops,  and  other 
vessels  of  an  inferior  class,  provision  was  made  for  a 
railwiv  upon  which  Ihey  might  be  repaired. 

Will  it  be  asked  why  Ibis  has  not  been  done?  The 
answer  is,  that,  under  an  Eastern  President,  and  under  a 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  Ihe  Middle  States,  the  ne- 
cessary inquiriei  and  examinalions  were  instituted.  But 
then  came  a  change  of  administrstion;  the  Secretary 
from  Ihe  north  Atlantic  was  removed,  wid  his  place  waa 
supplied  by  a  Secretary  from  Ihe  south  Atlantic,  a  po- 
litical friend  of  tiie  gentleman  from  Soulh  Carolina. 
What  course  doea  he  lukel  This  south  Atlantic  Secre- 
tary will  surely  ta^e  care  of  the  Soulh,  and  the  railway 
win  be  erected  with  all  possible  despatch !  Isitsof  Sir, 
if  you  wilt  turn  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Secretary  Branch, 
you  will  see  that,  after  referring  tu  the  report  of  the 
engineer  who  had  been  appointed  to  make  Ihe  exami- 
nation, he  saya;  "It  has  nut  been  deemed  advisable, 
iince  the  receipt  of  Ihe  report,  to  lake  any  new  order 
on  the  subject,  in  consequence  of  the  grest  difficulliei 
and  heavy  expense  stiendant  upon  ita  conatruction,  a* 
therein  represented."  By  reference  to  the  report  of 
Ihe  very  able  and  practical  engineer  who  waa  cmpl<>yed. 
it  will  be  seen  Ihal  the  difficulties  to  be  overoome  ware 
not  of  a  cbaracler  that  would  liare  prevented  a  Northern 
Secretary  from  going  ahead,  and  that  the  whole  ex- 
pense, including  an  allowance  of  twenty-five  per  cent. 
for  conlingencies,  waa  estimated  at  only  (77,683. 
Truly,  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the  aouth  AltsBtio 
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doei  not  appeir  (o  be  at  much  mil  to  Peimcota,  mnd 
the  gait  Mct'ion  would  fare  better  in  the  htnds  of  in 
enemj  from  the  North,  thin  under  the  nuraing  care  of 
■uch  1  friend  u  tbii  from  the  South. 

But  t  hive  not  yet  done  with  PenMcoIi,  ot  which  the 
gentleman  fVoin  South  Cirolini  hu  made  bitnielf  (he 
ehimpion.  He  calla  upon  ul  (o  appropriate  Iwo  million 
nine  nundred  and  fifty  Ihounnd  dotlira  for  thit  yird, 
■nd  threiteni  ub  with  the  Iom  of  Ihe  regular  approprii- 
tton  bill  for  the  uiuil  purpoMl  of  the  nivy,  unlesi  this 
be  printed.  Sir,  thii  Ihreit  aounded  hirih  upon  m^ 
eir:  it  wa«  out  of  place.  The  fentlemin  wilt  learn,  if 
he  ihould  mike  the  attempt,  that  the  Houm  of  Repre- 
■entaliTM  of  the  United  Sutes  ii  not  to  be  operated 
upon  by  mieb  influencei.  ThU  Houie  will  gire  much 
from  reasonable  coniideralioni!  it  may,  too  often,  per- 
hipa,  glre  from  kindness.  But,  lir,  it  never  hii  had, 
and,  I  iTuit,  11  never  will  have,  a  boon  extorted  from  it 
by  a  menace.  Sir,  even  if  (here  were  dsn^r  in  the 
threat,  I  would  tell  the  ^utteman  that  he  would,  by 
making  it.  Injure,  rather  than  promote  the  object  he 
has  in  view.  But,  lir.  It  ii  harmleu — there  '»  no  terror 
in  it  I  am  confident  thai,  upon  reflection,  the  gende- 
min  him>elf  would  revolt  it  such  a  proceeding,  and 
would  be  the  lut  lo  lultlin  such  a  propoiKion.  What! 
because  this  House  will  not  igree  to  introduce  iD(o  an 
ordinary  ipproprtitlDii  bill  in  appropriilion  of  a  most 
extraordinary  ebiracler)  inappropriation  unparalleled  in 
CXtnTagance,  which  has  not  been  recommended  by  the 
executive  branch  of  (hit  Government,  or  ezimined  by  a 
committee  of  the  legislative;  because  the  House  objects 
to  ftn  appropriation  of  this  smount,  introduced  in  this 
manner,  Uie  pledged  &ith  of  the  nation  Is  to  be  violsted, 
and  our  oliicer*  and  siilors  are  to  remiin  unpiid!  Sir, 
-  there  is  not  a  member  of  thii  body  who  will  defend  so 
monstrous  a  suggeslion! 

I  have  Slid  thit  this  appropristion  would  be  of  eX' 
tnvsglnce  without  a  parallel.  It  is  so  by  the  gentle- 
man's own  showing.  There  have  already  been  expend- 
ed upon  the  navy  yard  it  Pensacola  upward*  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doliarsi  and  we  are  asked 
fbr  nearly  three  millions  more.     Undoubtedly  this  ex- 

Senditure  would  render  the  Peniaeola  nivy  ysrd  the 
rst  In  (he  Uniied  States,  slnce.lt  would  be  nearly,  If 
not  quite,  1*  otuch  is  the  iggregate  of  the  eipenditurFS 
npon  our  two  most  important  yards,  namely,  those  at 
Norfolk  and  Boston,  from  the  time  of  their  purchase  up 
to  (he  present  day!  Not  to,  sir.  This  appropriation, 
the  genllemin  tells  us,  will  only  serve  to  pisce  Pensacola 
upon  a  footing  with  the  lesist  of  Ibe  .Atlantic  navy  yards. 
I  take  the  genlletnan's  own  assertions,  and  I  uk  the 
oommitiee  whether  they  ire  prepared  to  expend  upon 
PenMcola  nearly  u  much  is  Ihe  whole  cost  of  the  nivy 
yards  it  Boston  and  Norfolk,  when  all  that  they  cin 
promise  themselves  from  such  an  expendl(ure  is,  to  put  it 
on  a  footing  with  the  navy  yard  at  Philidetphia,  which 
bt«  not  coat  one  twentieth  part  of  that  sum!  But  the 
honorable  genllemin  his  not  done  justice  to  Pensacoti) 
he  has  derived  his  information  from  some  source  whicli 
ii  unworthy  of  rcliancei  he  has  been  growly  deceived. 
He  tells  ui,  also,  that  not  even  a  lon^-boat  can  be 
repaired  there.  If  his  inrormition  on  this  head  Is  from 
the  same  quarter,  I  cannot  place  any  dependence  upon 
it|  and  it  would  aeem  strange,  indeed,  if,  aller  an  expen- 
diture of  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars upon  that  yard,  it  were  in  so  destitute  a  condition 
u  he  asserts.  If  it  were  so,  what  must  we  think  of 
Pensacola?  The  whale  amount  expended  upon  all  our 
na»y  yarda,  except  Wuhinglon,  prior  to  February, 
1S06,  was  as  folio wi: 
Portsmouth,   ...  -        J33,249  07 

Boston,  -  .  -  -  80,531  94 

New  Vork,    -  -  -  -  89,555  50 


4397,250  13 
There  have  been  expended  at  Pensacola  9419,748  05, 
being  f  133,491  93  more  than  waa  expended  on  the  Sv* 
yards  above  enumerated,  from  their  creation  to  1804i 
■nd  yet  we  hid  contrived  to  keep  our  ships  of  var  in  • 
very  tolerable  state  of  efficiency:  we  were  able  to  re- 
pair, not  only  our  long-boats,  but  those  noble  frigates 
which  are  unsurpassed  by  any  veaaels  that  we  hive  since 
built  I  which  freed  UI  from  piying  tribute  to  the  Barbtry 
Powers,  and  give  so  good  in  account  of  the  English 
heart  of  oak.  Now,  iN  after  so  great  an  expenditure  h 
has  been  made  it  Pensacola,  there  should  exist  auch  • 
lamentable  deficiency  aa  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olini  would  hive  us  believe,  it  must  be  oceisloned  either 
by  a  wisteful  expenditure  of  (he  approprialiooa,  which 
1  am  not  disposed  to  admit  without  conclusive  evidence, 
when  1  recollect  (he  high  character  of  the  officers  who 
have  been  sUtioncd  there,  or  else  it  must  hive  arisen 
from  the  entire  unfitness  of  llie  place  for  a  navy  yard, 
which  1  am  equally  unprepared  to  allow. 

But  this  navy  vard,  for  the  culpable  neglect  of  which 
the  adminialration  ii  to  be  made  responsible,  hi*  received 
its  full  share  of  attention  ind  expenditure  since  its  e«- 
tabKshment,  as  will  be  evident  from  the  following  facts: 
During  the  eleven  year*  which  have  elapsed  since  the 
estiblishment  of  the  yard  at  Pensacoli,  the  whole  amouat 
of  expenditures,  exclusive  of  those  for  dry  docks,  on 
the  ail  Atlantic  navy  yards  ha*  been  #3,395,074  95, 
being,  on  an  avenge,  #399,179  16  for  each  yird(  while 
the  imount  expended  on  Pensacoli  is  >419,74B  05,  or 
upward*  of  (20,500  more  thin  the  iverage.  The  aver- 
age eslimale  for  Portsmouth,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Wishington,  in  the  bill  now  befbre  the  committee, 
it  only  »50,132  50,  while  the  amount  proposed  for  Pen- 
sacola is  #64,000.  In  addition  to  (bis  sum,  (he  Commit- 
(ee  on  Naval  AfTiira  have  recommended  an  ippropria- 
tlon  of  #200,000  for  conatructing  a  hydraulic  dock  or  k 
marine  railway,  and  for  removing  the  bar  at  the  entrance 
of  the  bayof  Pensacoli.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  seemed  to  think  that  it  «'u  the  potency  of  hi« 
thunder  which  had  brought  this  appropriation  lo  the 
view  of  the  House,  and  t  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  dis- 
turb hi*  self-complacency.  The  bill  for  toil  improve- 
ment was  decided  on  by  the  commillee  many  days  be- 
fore the  gentleman  favored  u*  with  his  views;  and  I  had 
been  prevented  from  reporting  it  to  the  House  by  the 
question  of  the  North  Carolina  election,  which,  it  will 
be  remembered,  prevented  for  «  number  of  day*  Ibe 
reports  of  committees  from  being  made.  So  fkr  ss  I  am 
individually  concerned,  I  can  assure  the  genllemsn  that 
(he  course  punued  by  him  in  this  debate,  if  it  had  pro. 
duceJ  any  effect  whatever,  would  have  retarded.  Instead 
of  accelerating,  the  action  of  the  committee.  Blr,  Ihe 
Commitee  on  Navil  Affairs  igreed  unanimously  that  the 
experiment  of  removing  the  bar  at  Penaacola  wis  worthy 
of  trial,  but  they  are  by  no  means  so  confidtnt  in  Ihe 
result  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carotioa.  He  rtfert 
to  the  successful  experiment  which  has  been  made  in 
removing  Ibe  bar  at  Nantucket,  «s  an  earnest  of  what 
miy  be  expected  at  Penaacolai  but  he  was  veiy  unfor- 
tunate in  his  example,  for  the  attempt  to  remove  the  bar 
at  Nantucket  has  proved  to  be  an  entire  failure.  I  hope 
that  it  may  be  otherwise  at  Penmcolai  but  I  put  it  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  committee  whether,  under  these  cir> 
cumstancei,  the  practicability  of  deepening  the  water 
ought  not  lo  be  ascertained  before  we  plunge  headlong 
into  an  expense  of  millions,  which  would  be  useless  un- 
less (list  object  can  be  effecledt  aniess,  indeed,  the  com- 
raltlee  should  be  disposed  to  aid  the  views  of  speculators, 
without  regard  to  (he  public  intereat. 
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It  w«*  painful  to  me  to  he«r  wh»t  wemed  to  be  the 
crowning  reaaon  for  the  laviih  expenditure  whicb  had 
been  urg^ed  upon  us.  It  vu  dialinetlv  itated  that  the 
"aop  to  Cerbenu"  wta  not  aulSclentljr  large.  Thii  waa 
n  unuaiial  aound  lobe  borne  on  Boulbern  breczea.  The 


petuoiUi  but  they  alirajra  manileated  ageneroua  apirit^ 
ambition  mqr  Imto  bami  thein;  towering,  orerweening 
wnbituifi,  but  It  waa  antahited  with  avMlee.  Their  Tteira 
witli  re^rd  to  the  iwBonal  expenditure  wer*  liberal, 
enlightened,  patriotic.  They  would  bare  indignantly 
repelled  the  propoMtton  or  workinc  b;  the  rale  of  three 
to  aacertam  whether  the  Boudi  had  received  iti  Ihare  of 
expenditure. 
Sb,  il  ia  Irkaaine  to  ne  (o  take  aoch  a  view  or  the  lub- 

J'ect.  For  lay  own  part,  I  lA.  not  where  the  rerenoe 
laa  been  expended)  whether  in  the  North  or  the  Booth, 
IbeEaat  or  theWeal.  I  onlyaak  that  it  maj  be  expended 
in  the  moat  jadiciooa  manner.  In  aaying  thia,  I  apeak 
not  my  own  aeatlment*  atone,  but  1  conader  myaelf  the 
orgta  at  the  State  trtiich  I  hare  in  part  the  honor  to  rep- 
reaent.  Uniiie  never  haa  been  oblnnire  with  her  cMnu, 
and  dM  never  will  be.  The  third  Slate  in  point  of  ton* 
naKe,  furniabin;  a  larj^e  proportion  of  the  aetmen  or  the 
United  Blatet,  and  with  more  good  barbora  than  on  he 
found  in  all  the  other  Btatea  of  the  conMeriej,  ibe  ha« 
but  a  Hnall  proportioa  of  joor  nanil  offiecrat  not  a  fort 
«f  anjr  importance  to  defend  bet  nnmerDiia  ban  and  hw 
bon,  apd  not  a  nwry  yard  «pon  her  axleaded  co»«t.  I 
atj  not  thii*«BiBatt*r  of  eoinplaint.butntherof  pride. 
I  t«Joice  that  our  eiticeM  can  take  oare  of  Ibeneelveat 
that  they  exeroiae  their  induatry  at  home,  Inetead  of  be- 
ietling^  the  BxecutiTe  for  appointmanta  in  the  army  and 
navy,  or  in  the  public  offieea  at  the  teat  oT  Governmeott 
tfwt  they  pay  their  ahare  of  the  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try) ay,  lir,  and  acot  and  lot,  too,  without  complaining 
llut  it  la  not  expended  withio  our  border*.  Sbe  haa  in- 
oreaaed  and  la  ioercaaing  rapidly  in  wealth  and  in  popu- 
hlioi^  unaided  by  the  bTora  of  the  General  OoTemnient. 
She  oarea  not  for  your  patronare,  and  the  acoma  to  atk 
fbr  it.  Look  in  your  public  oineea  here,  and  howmany 
oitii«na  of  Maine  will  you  find,  from  theheada  oflbeDe- 
parlmentidowo  to  the  mo^  ioiignifieant  of  your  clerk*? 
Sir,  amid  the  whole  hoM  1  know  of  bat  one.  Let  oa 
compare  the  number  of  ofGcere  of  the  navy  furniahed 
by  commercial  Maine,  and  by  (he  plantation  State  of 
Sooth  Carolina.  The  former  liu  a  free  white  popola- 
tion,  acoordinfc  to  Ibe  Itit  ceniua,  of  398,360)  the  latter 
of  3J?,&G3.  The  whole  number  of  eapluna,  comtnand- 
era,  lieutenanta,  and  raidabipmen  in  the  ntiry  are  785,  of 
which  the'praportion  of  South  Carolina,  according' to  her 
free  white  population,  wonkl  be  19,  and  of  Maine  39; 
btit  South  Cardina  haa  40,  and  Maine  ha*  90.  The  for- 
mer haa  double  her  proportion;  the  latter  haa  nearly  one 
thint  lem  ihan  atte  b  entitled  to! 

The  rentlenin  eomplaina  of  the  monatroua  ineqoalit^ 
in  the  ditbunementa  for  fortificaliotit,  and  in  the  diatri- 
bution  of  ourforta  and  garriaons.     Bh-,  rconfeai  myaelf 


tta  and  nr 
St  a  loaa  to  comprebend  him.  If  be  had  aaid  that  the 
North  had  a  right  to  complain,  and  that  the  aouth  AtUn- 
tie  and  gulf  frontier  had  received  more  than  their  ahare, 
be  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  aualained  by  ex- 
ining  facta.  When  we  get  to  talking  about  tharpi,  C>r, 
I  detcK  the  word,]  we  muat  firu  determine  upon  whit 
Iheae  aharea  are  to  be  fbnnded.  Shall  they  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  papulation,  or  In  tlie  number  and  import- 
Mwe  of  the  porta  to  be  deflended,  or  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  commerce  to  be  protected^  Take  either,  take  all) 
the  remit  will  atiti  be  the  lame. 

The  north  Allantio  frontier  of  the  gentleman  com- 
pritea  the  acabaard  of  the  Atlantic  Statea,  from  Maine  to 
Virginia,  incluiive)  the  aouth  Atlantic  and  gulf  iimitiera 


comprehend  the  iborci  of  Kortb  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Louiaiana.  The 
firat  dlvlaion  eonwiti  of  twelve  Btalea,  who  have  upon 
thia  Boor  142  RepreaentativcB)  the  latter  ii  eoinpoaed  of 
Brc  Statea  and  one  Territory,  having  thirty-nine  Repre- 
aentativeiand  one  Delente.  The  eipent^lure*  fbr  for- 
tificaliona  have  been  aafoilowa: 

North  Atlantic  frontier,      -  .  -    |S,83D,$66 

Soulb 'Atlantic  and  gnlf,  .  -      4,537,327 

Dividing  theae  luma  by  Statea  and  Bepreaenlativea,  th« 
following  rsault  ii  produced: 

For  each  SUte  of  the  norih  Atlantic,  -  #485,907  17 
For  each  Stale  and  Territory  of  the 

aouth  Ailanlic  and  guif,  -  .    757,871  17 

For  each  BepreaenUtire  of  the  north 

Atiantie,  -  .  .  .      41,063  38 

For  eaeh  Bepreaentative  of  the  aouth 

Atlantic  and  gulf,  .  .  -    113,680  67 

But  if  we  wish  lo  ace  a  apecimen  of  "  monatroua  ine- 

Siality,"  we  muat  compare  the  five  Alhntic  Statei  of 
ew  England  with  the  five  Stalea  and  the  Territory  of 
the  aouth  Atlantic  and  Golf. 

Neia  England.     S.  Atlantic 

andOtUf. 

While  populalion,  ■    1,653,564  1,335,534 

Porta  of  entry,  -  33  34 

Port*  where   the   preaence 

ofcuitom-bouae  ofllcera  is 

conaidered  neeeaaary,        •  115  44 

Tonnage  of  veaael*  buJt,  9  3,145  4,648 

Tonnage   ofvciaela  owned, 

exelUMveofaleamboate,  -         807,435  88,900 

Tonnage  ofteaaela  entered,         416,593  369,796 

Porta  eompleted,  -  -  9 

Coat  of  forta  completed,     -  .  3,830,690 

Forta  under  ooiiftructi  on,     •  S  6 

Expended  upnn  forta  under 

conitruction,  -     1,119,678  1,786.537 

Let  me  crave  tbe  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  com- 
pariton  between  complaining  South  Carolina  and  uncom- 
plaining Maine  I 


Free  white  population,  -  398,960 

Tonnage  of  veasela  built, 

79  fori,  -  -  51.667 

Tonnage  of  reaieli  owned 
excluiiveofsteamboata, 
18  fori,  -  225,297 

Tonnage  of  venels  enter- 
ing, 37  for  10,  -  151,381 
Porta  of  entry,  4  for  1, 

" — ital  men"  "  '" 

fori. 
Fort*  finished. 
Porta  under  ci  ...  .. .    _ 

Expended  upon  forti  un- 
der canatruotion,  ■  -  ^34,43S 
But  though  lo  much  hM  been  expended  upon  tbe  fop- 
liRcations  of  Charleston  harbor,  it  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  adminial ration  that  the  expenditurei  hive  not  been 
still  greater.  The  operations  on  Fort  Sumter,  which 
is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  tbe  lower  part  of  Charleaton 
harbor,  have  been  auapended  since  tbe  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 1834.  T'he  general  position  and  character  of  thia 
WOTk  were  decided  upon  during  tbe  administration  of 
the  Wir  Department  by  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  the 
South)  the  fint  appropriation  for  the  fortifieationa  in 
Charleston  harbor  ivss  made  in  1333,  and  acUve  oper«> 
tions  on  Fort  Sumter  were  begun  in  1899,  ainoe  which 
period  the  work  had  steadily  advanced,  and  a*  rapidly 
at  the  nature  of  it  would  permit.  It  wu  founded  on  ft 
aand  bank,  or  ahcBl,  no  part  of  which  was  ever  left  bare 
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tl  the  loveit  tidM,  utd  oveP  much  or  which  th«  inter  ii 
never  lew  Ihin  eif^t  or  ten  fret  dtep.  Thii  ihaal,  «ftir 
hiving  been  (elected  far  the  poiilion  of  »  Tort  jnder  the 
■dminiilrelion  of  the  Wmr  Depirtment  by  ■  diMingutih- 
ed  citizen  of  Ihit  Stale,  after  it  had  been  occupied  by 
the  GoTrrnment  at  the  tTnited  States  for  more  than  fiie 
yearn,  and  the  fDundation  of  the  fort  had  befpin  to  ahow 
Itself  above  the  water,  wai  frranted  by  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  on  the  5lh  day  of  Hay,  1834,  to  "Willtaintjtvall, 
hit  heir*  and aaHEn>,I(>reTer,inrrce«ndconmonaoccage." 
It  i*  called  in  the  ^nt  "a  plantadon  or  tract  of  land," 
and  it  i>  granted  with  all  wao(li,treea,  and  appurtenaneea, 
thereunto  betong^ing.  Wooda  and  trees  upon  a  nnd 
bank  covered  with  »lt  water  could  bardly  be  expected, 
and  the  only  appurtenancea  are  the  conatructiona  of  the 
Uiritcj  Statea.  Thit  grant  has  arreated  the  prorreaa  of 
the  work)  and  if  auch  impedimenta  are  interpoacd,  how- 
aver  unintentionally,  by  the  State  aulhotiliea,  it  doei 
appear  to  me  that  the  adminittration  will  stand  eicuMd, 
even  if  it  afaoiild  not  be  over  aealoua  in  renewing  ita  op- 
erationa  until  it  ia  made  aecure  from  the  aaaaulta  of  John 
Doe  and  Richard  Roe. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  atyi  that"thii 
(^aaa,  thia  monalroua  inequality  exi<(>  in  the  diatribution 
of  araenala,  forta,  and  garriaona."  Let  the  eommiltee 
•ay  whether  there  be  any  more  foundation  for  thii  com- 
plaint than  for  the  other*.  There  are  aeventeen  arsenali, 
which  are  Ihua  diatribuled: 

Sorth  Jllanlie,  6. — At  Auguita,  Hainei  WateHown, 
ManachuMlUi  Watuvliet,  New  York)  Frankford,  Pcnn- 
aylvania;  Pikeaville,  Harylindi  Waahington,  Diatrict  of 
Columbiai  Fort  Monroe  and  Richmord,  Virginia. 

SoutA  JUIantie  and  Qulf,  4. — At  Augutia,  Geoiyiat 
Uount  Vernon,  Alabama)  Appalaehicola,  Ploiidag  Baton 
Rouge,  Louiaiana. 

LoJia  and  Walem  vxaert,  5— At  Vergennea,  Ver- 
mont, nearl^ake  Champlaiiii  Detroit,  Ifichigani  Rome, 
New  Turk,  near  Lake  Ontariot  Pittaburg,  Pcnniylvania, 
on  the  Ohio(  St.  Lauii,  Hiaaouri. 

Such  are  the  poaitiona  of  the  araenala.  The  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  however,  place) 
twelve  nn  the  north  Atlantic,  which  he  could  only  effect 
by  trantporting  Lake  Ohamplain,  Lake  Michigan,  Lake 
Ontario,  and  the  river  Ohio,  to  the  Atlantic  caail. 

Now,  let  ua  examine  the  diatribution  of  our  forta, 
poitn,  and  g>rriiona.  The  army  of  the  United  Statea 
conaiala  of  116  companies,  which  are  distribnted  among 
52  forta  and  po««,  ai  followa: 
North  Atlantic,  -  15  forU  and  potl^ 
S.  Alkntic  and  gulf,     18  ^- 

Lake  and  Weatern 

frontier,   -  -    19 


i  coropaniea. 

Sr        do. 


Before  the  reduction  of  the  army,  wben  we  had  a 
Soulbern  Secretan-,  the  army,  exclunve  of  the  ataff, 
amounted  to  9,IBB  officer*  and  men,  of  whom  2,667 
were  stationed  on  the  north  Atlantic.  We  had  then  39 
per  cent,  of  the  army  in  that  aection  of  the  country.  The 
proportion  haa  aince  been  reduced  to  19  per  cent.  Be- 
fore the  ([ealtenian  nude  thli  complaint  againit  the  ad- 
minutration,  he  would  have  done  well  to  have  consulted 
hit  friend,  the  former  Secretary. 

The  grnUeman  mentioni  a  fact,  and  leaves  it  to  othera 
lo  draw  their  own  inferencea.  "For once,"  be  aaya, 
"in  the  bistsry  »f  our  Government,  all  the  heads  of 
Departioentt  charged  with  oor  internal  affairs  are  from 
the  ravorite  North."  Sir,  I  have  ahown  that,  in  relation 
to  the  navy,  the  South  had  no  reaaun  to  exult  in  the 
Southern  SecreUry;  andthe  reference  I  have  juat  made, 
with  relation  to  the  diatribution  of  the  army,  it  eonclu- ' 


sive  that,  under  the  present  Seeretatr,  the  North  ia  not 
ao  much  favored  as  it  was  when  that  Department  wm 
adminiatered  by  a  diatinguiahedcitiien  of  South  Carolina. 
What,  then,  is  the  fair  inference  tobedrawn^  Surelf 
not  that  any  undue  partiality  haa  been  manifested  by  the 
adminiatration  towarda  the  Nottbem  section  of  the  con> 
federacy.  Permit  me,  in  my  turn,  to  mention  a  fact, 
and  to  leave  it  lo  othera  to  draw  the  inference  from  it. 
For  once  in  the  history  of  our  Government,  the  Depart- 
ments are  distributed  with  aome  Aow  of  equality)  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  finds  cause  nir  re- 
mark, if  not  for  complatnl,  in  this  distribution.  Sir,  how 
Wat  it  when  thia  administration  came  into  powerF  Let 
it  be  Borne  in  miitd  that  the  President  was  from  the 
Southwest,  and  that  the  Vice  Pretident  waa  fi«ni  tba 
South.  How  were  the  cabinet  oflicen  distributed  then? 
Two  were  from  the  South,  two  frcHn  the  9autbweat,and 
two  from  the  Middle  Statea!  Thit  "monttroaaineqnat 
ity"  does  not  exist  at  present,  for  each  tectioD  of  the 
(Miuntry  is  represented  in  the  cabinet.  The  Secretary 
of  State  ii  from  the  South,  the  Seeretan  of  the  Treaau- 
ry  ii  from  the  Ratt,  the  Secretary  of  War  from  tha 
NoKhwest,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Attorney 
General  from  the  Middle  States,  and  the  PoaliMiter 
General  from  the  Southweit.  Sir,  I  consider  the  prea- 
eni,  like  the  former  distribution,  to  have  been  the  effect 
of  chance,  fur  I  do  not  believe  that  it  belonga  lo  tlM 
character  of  the  Preaident  to  be  influenced  by  ealcula- 
tioDB  of  this  nature;  he  is  above  them. 

Sir,  I  will  mention  but  one  other  complaint  made  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  CaroHna.  It  ia  the 
coast  survey,  which  haa  not  yet  extended  to  the  South. 
Now,  I  presume  the  genllenum  will  admit  that  there 
ougfatnot  tobebalfadoienplacesof  beginningi  ai  least, 
auch  was  the  opinion  in  1616,  when  it  was  uiidcrtakcn, 
and  when  Long  laland  waa  aelected  at  the  locality  for  a 
base  line.  The  triangulalion  waa  commenced  in  tbe 
following  year,  when  two  distinguished  eitiiens  of  Geor* 
gia  and  South  Carolina  were  membera  of  Ihe  cabinet, 
and  was  auipended  in  the  year  1818,  in  consequence  of 
the  repeal  of  the  law  by  which  the  survey  waa  authori> 
xed.  In  1B32  the  act  to  provide  for  the  coait  aurvey 
waa  revived,  and  it  waa  considered  expedient  to  recom- 
mence the  work  where  it  waa  left  off,  the  propriety  of " 
which  no  one  will  undertake  to  dispute.  It  is  proceed- 
ing towards  the  South,  and  in  due  time  will  reach  South 
Carolina.  The  gentleman  asks,  why  hat  not  the  South- 
ern and  Gulf  frontier  been  explored^  My  answer  ia, 
that  it  haa  been  explored)  and  not  only  ao,  but  that  great 
attention  has  been  paid  lo  the  aurvey  of  that  coaat.  '  Sir, 


linat  Cape  Lookout  Shoals,  Cape  Fear  river,  Fryingpan 
Shoals,  Chartetton,  Savannah,  St.  Augustine,  St.  Mar^'a, 
St.  John's  river.  Key  West,  Dry  Torlugaa,  St.  Joaeph'a, 
Pensacola,  Mobile)  and  the  whole  coast  of  Louisiana  haa 
been  examined,  at  fiu-  aa  the  river  Alcbafalaya. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  haa  had  the  coM- 
plaisance  to  inrbrm  us  of  the  rate  at  which  he  values  big 
vole.  If  we  will  erect  three  armories  aomewhere  or 
other,  (for  really  the  gentleman  hat  not  told  ua  exactly 
where,)  nine  araenala  at  placea  at  his  leleclion,  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston  or  Port  Royal,  and  another  on  the 
coasc  of  Georgia,  an  extenaivc  yard  at  Penaacola,  with  a 
dry  dock,  and  materials  for  building  the  largeat  ahips,  a 
naval  aUlion  at  Key  West,  and  a  perfect  Moro  Castle 
Ihere — "let  all  thia  be  done,"  saya  the  gentleman,  "and 
he  will  not  wilhhoki  any  thing  that  may  be  reaaonably  re- 
quired by  the  North)"  in  other  words,  make  idle,  useleta 
~~:penditureS)  wherever  my  ekprice  may  dictate,  and 
en  1  wilt  grant  the  North  whatever  I  may  coniider  rca- 
■onablef  Sir,  the  enunciation  of  auch  a  propoNtion  is 
the  beat  answer  to  it. 
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The  ^ntlemin  vould  fiin  pemude  ui  that  there  nt 
kdmirable  uluMiona  for  nify  yardi  on  bii  south  Allantic 
frotitier.  He  lays  that  CharlMton,  Port  Royal,  tnd 
Brunswick,  preient  erery  pouible  adnntage.  Tbere 
ire,  however,  two  important  deficienciea  which  be  hu 
entirely  overlooked,  namelyi  the  want  of  water,  and  the 
want  of  ahip  carpenters.  All  three  are  barred  harbors; 
there  ia  not  water  il  the  entrance  of  the  best  of  them  for 
a  rrig;ate,  and  at  Charleiton  there  is  not  enough  for  even 
our  lir^  iloops  of  war.  With  regard  to  another  Horo 
Caitle  at  Key  Weit,  I  would  observe,  tliat  if  it  should  be 
thought  necesrarr  lo  aeteci  one  of  the  Florida  Keys,  the 
Dry  Torlugas  ofler  a  better  barbor  and  a  healthier  situ- 
ation. But  it  would  be  well  to  pause  before  we  ingnf^ 
•.project  of  Ihia  kind  upon  an  apprupriation  bill.  There 
cannot  be  a  doubt  (bat  either  of  the  poiitians  ar«  favor- 
ably situated  for  controlling  the  oommerce  of  the  lee- 
ward Weat  India  ttlandi  but  would  it  therefore  he  ad- 
viaable  toereel  foriificslions  upon  either  ofthen.'  Would 
Great  Britain  permit  ui  to  bridle  her  commerce  wilh  her 
idands  in  the  Caribbean  lea?  Bir,  she  hat  gone  to  war 
on  a  leu  occasion.  She  might  permit  us  to  expend  some 
eisbt  or  ten  millions  in  fortificationa,  but  ahe  would  th«n 
take  possession  of  them  for  herself.  An  insulsr  eatab- 
iiahmenl,  like  the  one  in  queaiion,  can  only  belong  to 
the  greatest  naval  Power,  unless  through  suRerance. 
Your  castles  would  no  more  withstsndihe  force  of  Great 
Britain  than  did  the  HoroCastle  of  the  Spaniards  in  1763. 
Or,  if  it  were  possible  to  render  them  Impregnable  by 
■tsault,  the  slow  but  sure  process  of  blockade  would 
cause  the  meteor  flsg  of  England  to  float  upon  their 
baltlcmenla  ai  it  did  upon  ihoie  of  Malta.  Sir,  it  is 
ennu!(h  for  ua  that  these  fornildable  poaitiDna  belong  to 
the  United  Slates,  and  cannot  be  occupied  by  an  enemy 
to  our  annoyano,  unlets  we  should  be  mad  enough  to 
ereet  forlili cation*  there  aurtelvea. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  though  so  eager 
for  large  appropriations  at  the  South,  recammends  that 
we  should  wait  at  the  North  for  a  reduction  of  the  high 
rate  of  wages.  As  my  honorable  ci^letgue  spoke  of 
the  gentleman's  classical  attainments,  he  will  permit  me 
to  remind  him  of  the  rustic  in  Horace  who  waited  for 
the  river  to  pas*  by.  While  countleM  millions  of  acrea 
remain  unoccupied  within  the  limits  of  our  republic,  the 
high  price  of  labor  must  continue.  It  would  be  as  rea- 
sonable to  wait  Fur  the  passing  by  of  the  stream  of  the 
Father  of  Water*,  the  mighty  Mississippi,  In  order  )o  tra- 
verse the  bed  of  that  river  dry  shod,  as  to  postpone  our 
Dreparations  for  defence  until  the  rate  of  wages  in  Ihia 
country  shatj  be  diminished.  The  ciliien  of  our  repub- 
lic spurn*  at  the  thought  of  being  a  bondsman,  and  will 
not  brook  a  task-maiter.  Hardy,  persevering,  and  in- 
diutrioua,  wilh  his  axe  on  bis  shoulder,  he  journeys  to 
the  far  West,  anil  with  a  strong  arm,  and  stout  heart,  he 
hews  for  himself  a  home  and  independence,  a  oompelen- 
cy,  and  even  affluence,  in  the  roresls  of  that  brored  re- 
gion. While  thi*  apirit  endures,  the  demand  for  labor 
will  exceed  the  anpply,  and  the  high  rate  of  wage*  will 
be  Mutwned.  And  who  is  there  that  would  wish  to  have 
a  chsnge  come  over  the  spirit  of  our  citiiensf  Sir,  It  i* 
of  more  avail  for  the  preaervation  of  liberty  than  all  your 
parchmentii  it  is  Ihe  only  safeguard  of  our  republic. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennevee  [Mr.  Bill]  seem*  to 
have  compared  note*  with  the  gentleman  frum  South 
Oirolinaf  they  bolh  harp  upon  the  same  string.  Fault 
must  be  found  with  the  adminial ration t  and  a  fault  haa 
been  diieovered  by  the  former  gentleman  for  which  I 
was  not  prepared.  It  is  that  contractor*  are  found  at 
(he  North,  who  will  furniab  augar  to  the  navy  cheaper 
than  it  can  be  supplied  at  New  OrleanBl  Now,  air,  if 
thi*  were  the  fact,  I  do  not  perceive  that  it  affords  a 
legitimate  caiue  of  complaint  agalnat  (he  administration. 
Tbe  aupptie*  for  (he  army  and  navy  are  procured  by 


contract,  and  the  contractor  who  will  fiimiah  at  the 
cheapest  rate  has  (he  preference,  whether  he  belongs  to 
the  South  or  to  (he  North.  And  if  the  citizens  of  New 
England  should  be  satisfied  with  ■  smaller  prolit,  or 
ahould  be  able  to  make  better  calculation*,  and  be  en- 
abled, in  consequence,  to  engro**  the  supply  of  our  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  wilh  what  reason,  with  what  propriety, 
let  me  ask,  can  thi*  be  faahioned  into  a  charge  agsinat 
this  or  any  other  adminial ration*  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve (hat  this  will  be  Found  to  be  an  enduring  nibject 
of  complaint,  and  that  even  Ihe  rice  of  South  Caroiini, 
and  tbe  live  oak  of  Florida,  will  be  Furnished  by  con> 
tractor*  of  Ihe  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  But  with  re< 
ganl  to  (he  article  oF  sugar,  which  (he  honorable  gen- 
tleman lays  so  much  (o  hearl,  it  gives  me  pleaaure  to 
relieve  hi*  anxiety,  by  aituring  him  (hat  it  I*  not  a  com- 
ponent part  of  either  the  army  or  the  navy  ration*. 
There  Is  indeed  a  bill  reported  (a  the  House,  and  re< 
ferred  to  (he  Committee  of  (he  Whole,  by  which  several 
beneficial  changes  are  made  in  the  navy  ration,  and 
among  other*  is  one  which  gives  to  honest  Jack  an  al- 
lowance of  su)^r  and  tea,  Inatead  of  keeping  bim  de- 
pendent for  these  two  articles  upon  Ihe  purser.  Now, 
it  is  possible  that  tiiis  bill  may  not  have  escaped  the  vi- 
^lance  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee)  and  through 
bia  natural  sagacity,  or  being  possessed  of  the  Scottish 
gift  of  second  sight,  he  may  have  foreaeen  that  this  bill 
would  become  a  law,  and  that  the  contract  for  groceriee 
under  It  would  be  taken  by  some  shrewd  Yankee)  and 
he  therefore  determinEd  to  lay  an  anchor  to  windward,  tl 
a  aailor  would  say,  and  make  his  complaint  now  for  what 
is  to  take  place  a  year  hence. 

Sir,  1  rcKretlhe  effort  which  is  msde  to  excite  jealousy 
and  ill  feeling  toword*  the  North,  by  repreaenting  it  a* 
monopolizing  (he  supply  of  (he  navy.  The  contraot*  it 
may  monopolize,  but  the  furnishing  of  the  supplies  ia 
beyond  the  control  of  any  contractor.  The  law*  oF  na- 
ture cannot  be  changed  by  contracts.  The  navy  is  sup- 
plied from  every  section  of  our  widely  extended  re- 
public. From  (he  Sou(h  are  received  the  masta,  (he 
planks,  Ihe  ship  timber,  the  naval  *(ores,  the  rice,  to- 
bacco, and  aupiri  From  the  Western  and  Middle  State* 
are  furnished,  I  believe,  exclusively,  the  flour,  and 
whiakey,  and  ironi  and  ttom  theae  States,  and  from  New 
England,  are  aupplied  (he  gunpowder,  the  buKer, 
cheeae,  pork,  and  beef.  Sir,  it  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  even  the  f«r  Weat  contribute*  toward*  the 
supply  of  the  latter  article.  The  cattle  which  are  raiaed 
in  that  boundless  region  are  driven  to  Ohio  to  revel  in 
(he  luxuriant  feriilKy  of  that  favored  State)  and,  wheit 
Fattened,  are  driven  to  New  York,  and  even  lo  Boeton, 
for  the  supply  of  those  markets.  ,  The  South,  loo,  fiir- 
nisheB(be  cotton,  which,  in  the  F.sstern and  Middle S(a(e*, 
i*  manufiictured  into  sailcloth.  For  the  haomocka  and 
bags  oF  our  seamen,  and  Ihe  light  sails  of  our  ^ipai  and 
our  canvaas  i*  made  in  New  York  and  New  Jcr*ey,  front 
Foreign  hemp,  which  i*  purchaaed  by  the  exportation  of 
our  own  produce.  It  i*  not  (he  Fault  of  the  administra- 
tion that  this  article  i*  not  purchased  in  the  Western 
States.  It  will  be  preFerred  whenever  our  Western 
brethern  shall  see  fit  to  wa(er  ret  it.  The  desire  to 
use  our  own  productions  on  board  our  ship*  of  war,  bal 
been  carried  to  even  a  blameable  excess.  In  order  to 
propitiate  the  South,  rice  has  been  made  a  component 
part  oF  (be  sailor**  ration.  Now,  it  is  well  known  to 
every  navy  officer,  that  Jack  ha*  no  Fondness  For  Ihil 
article  oFFood;  and  that  begrudges  every  drop  oF  water 
which  is  uaed  in  boiling  it.  We  may,  perhaps,  be  told, 
that  rice  is  good  For  the  scurvyi  and  so  it  is,  but  tea  la 
tiill  belter,  and  would,  moreorer,  be  highly  acceptable  to 

Sir,  my  friend  From  Virjini*  who  preceded  me  in  this 
debate,  {Mr.  Gabusd,]  having  aUuded  (o  what  had  FiUea 


GALES  A  SEATON*8  ftEOISTER 


tR.] 


JlmalSawiai  BiU. 


from  one  of  hii  colleafpjei  in  &  ranner  detiale,  retpect- 
iiw  the  op'inioTM  of  one  of  the  CDmminiimen  of  the  Navy, 
I  hclmyMlf  called  upon  todojuMicetothitolBcer.  The 
Gonveriation  took  place  between  the  Commiidoner  and 
two  member*  of  the  Naval  Committee,  of  which  I  «aa 
one.  It  wai  free  and  unrecerved,  and  WH  eerlaiiJjr  not 
intended  to  be  repeated.  If  erery  word  thai  ia  uttered 
\ty  officer*  of  Govefninenl,  not  confldentialljr,  but  in  the 
AilneM  of  confidence  that  private  opinion*  and  eonver- 
•ationa  will  not  be  divulged  to  the  worU.are  to  be  trum- 
pet«d  fonb  «n  thii  floor,  the  intercouNe  between  tbow 
officer*  and  the  mcmben  of  the  Houae  muat  laoii  become 
(trictly  official.  The  purport  of  tbe  obaambotM  of  (he 
CommiMioner,  ai  undentood  by  nw,  wai,  that  ■■  Fmnoe 
bad  (or  many  year*  paid  great  attention  to  her  navy, 
we  ahould  not  at  firat  contend  on  equal  (eima;  that  ahe 
could  bring  auohaforoe  to *at  sgaintt  uim  would  bean 
overmatch  far  the  auperior  ikill  and  bravafy  of  our  *ea- 
mengthat  three  yean  would  be  required  to  develop  our 
reaoureeii  th»t  the  Baal  iiiue  would  be  favorable  to  the 
UniKd  State*;  and  that  no  honor  would  be  loat  in  the  in- 
termediate time.  The  imprcMioa  made  on  my  mind  by 
the  eon* ereation  wi«,  that  it  wa*  intended  far  a  atimulu* 
to  prompt  and  vigoroiw  action,  and  for  nothing  more. 

In  llM  attack*  made  about  the  lame  tine  upon  the  navy, 
it  waa  charged  that  *iity-Eve  million*  have  been  ex- 
pended upon  it  ijnce  the  war,  and  yet  thM  it  wa*  in  * 
deplorable  itsle.  Now,  the  whole  amount  of  appropri- 
ation* (ince  tlie  peace  of  1815,  for  the  incraaae  of  the 
navy,  haa  been  only  -  -  -    114,034,000 

Add  amount  of  appropriationa  for  rcpun  9,495,873 
And  the  value  of  our  veaael*  ia  1816        •       3,660,000 


Here  are  twenty-*even  million*  in*te^  o 
which  are  aecounted  for  a*  followa; 
Value  of  veMels  afloat  and  buildiiy 
Material*  on  h*nd  -  .  .  . 

Dry  dock*,  improvement*  ia  navy  yard*, 
and  oare  of  live  oak  plantation*,  pud  out 
oflhiafund        .... 
Ia  the  TrCBMiiT,  to  meet  azi*ting'and  liitun 


#17.101,963 


Leaving  a  balance  of  410,087,909,  or  half  a  million  a 
year,  for  the  operation  of  deterioratioo  and  decay,  to 
which  the  navy,  like  every  thing  earthly,  i*  liable,  and 
which  cannot  be  avoided. 

Sir,  1  will  not  follow  gentlemen  any  farther  through 
the  maze*  of  thi*  debate,  not  even  to  touch  upon  the 
favorite  aubject  of  the  ■pproaching  election  of  Preadent. 
lean  aay,  in  tbewordi  of  theadninbh  aquire  of  the 


the  United  State*,  to  whom  it  rightfully  belong*, 
doubting  their  Mincily  to  detect  and  counteract  the  pro- 
ject which  is  on  foot  to  deprive  them  of  the  privilege  of 
electing  their  own  Chief  Hagiatrate.  But  let  me  warn 
(be  friend)  of  those  camlidate*  who,  having  no  other 
bope  and  no  other  bond  of  union,  are  aeeking  to  pro- 
duce this  reiult,  Ibat  even  if  aucce**  were  to  attend  their 
machination*,  (of  which  1  cm  discover  no  pnnpecl,)  no 
advantage  could  accrue  to  them  from  it.  Their  admin- 
iitration  would  be  a  minority  admini*tr*tion,  powerlev 
for  good  or  for  evil,  which,  *fler  *  rickety,  uncomfort*- 
hle  ezifleace  of  four  year*,  would  (ink  into  nothingne** 
under  the  opprobriou*  rebuke  of  an  indignant  people. 

Ur.  Chairann,  it  wa*  my  intention,  before  I  **l  down, 
fo  have  alluded  to  the  geoeral  interen*  of  the  navy, 


thongh  perhap*  not  ilricUy  in  order  on  the  dl*ea«ion  of 
Ibi*  bill)  but  I  have  already  tre*pai*ed  upon  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  much  lonfcar  ih*n  I  intended, 
and  am  warned  to  forbear  by  the  time  which  I  have  ■!- 
ready  occupied  the  floor.  I  will  not,  however,  resuoM 
my  aeat  without  ezpre**ing  a  hope,  carMatly  clieridted, 
that  there  will  be  found  a  majority  in  thi*  CongrcM  wbo 
are  diapoacd  to  render  our  navy  more  oommenenrate 
with  tloK  demand*  of  our  widely  extended  commerce^ 
vitb  our  revenue,  our  population,  and  our  boundlea*  re- 
*auroe*(  knd  lh*t  *ome  acheme  may  be  deviaed  to  give 
promotion  and  active  aervioe  to  our  offieera  of  the  infit- 
rior  grade*  i«  the  navy,  who  are  lingering  on  under  oor 
prcaent  ^iteoi,  aiek  at  heart  from  nope  long  deferred, 
and  who  will  grow  tfrtcj,  wiibcr,  and  *ink,  through  do- 
crepilade,  into  unknown  grave*,  without  the  ehancc  of 
-arriving  at  the  oommand  of  even  a  frigate.  Sir,  thi* 
picture  may  appear  overcharged,  but  the  eolora  and  the 
pencil  are  tho«e  of  atem,  uav*rying  truth. 

In  the  five  yeara  from  1831  to  1S35,  incluave,  tbe 
promotion*  lo  tbe  navy  have  been  a*  follow*:  9  com- 
mander* to  be  poet  captain*,  31  lieuten*nt*  lo  be  com- 
mander*, 63  p*a*ed  mid*h)pmen  to  be  lieutenant*,  and 
313  midibipmen  to  be  p*a*ed  midshipnieD.  There  are 
at  preaent  40  commander*,  257  lieutenents,  and  199 
piised  midihipmen.  At  the  preeent  rate  of  promotion, 
it  will  require  aiziren  yean  to  n*kc  a  p*«ied  midship- 
man a  lieutenant,  *izty-one  yeara  more  to  make  thi*  lieu- 
tenant a  commander,  and  twenty-two  year*  more  to  make 
Ihi*  commander  a  poet  capUin.  Now,  allowing  that  a 
midshipman  should  enter  into  the  eervice  at  the  eartieat 
age  at  which  he  ought  to  be  received,  which  i*  fourteen 
year*,  and  that  he  paaies  hi*  examination  at  the  earlieit 
opportunity,  which  i*  after  *iz  year**  aernce,  and,  to  use 
a  phrase  formerly  mwA  in  vogue  io  New  England  <■  if 
he  should  live  and  do  well,  and  Ood  should  spare  bit 
life,"  be  may,  at  tbe  ripe  patriarchal  age  or  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  years,  loiter  on  the  quarterdeck  ^afrigv 
ale  of  the  seeandclaas,  the  junior  captain  in  the  aavy  of 
the  United  States! 

Sir,  this  requires  amendment,  and  it  must  be  looked 
to.  We  BtnaM  materiab  for  building,  but  we  neglect  tli« 
person*/  of  the  navy.  8o  fu  a*  ihip*  are  conocmed,  a 
navy  may  be  creeteu  in  twelve  or  eighteen  month*)  but 
your  *hip*  arc  worse  than  uaelen  without  officer*.  The 
■lory  of  the  French  Revolution  ia  pregnant  with  instruc- 
tion in  this  re*peet.  During  that  agitating  neriod  gen- 
erals were  made,  at  if  by  inspiration,  who  baffied  and 
defeated  the  veteran  mvahal*  of  the  ancient  Oovcra- 
meota.  Geniu*,  kindled  at  the  torch  of  enl^iitiMm,  waa 
found  aufficient  to  mpply  the  place  of  ezperienoe.  But 
it  was  not  Ihui  upon  the  ocean.  Skill  in  seamantbip,  lo 
be  attained  only  by  ezperience,  i*  neceautry  fo  place 
your  ahip  to  advantage  alongaide  of  the  enemy,  to  keep 
her  in  a  hvorable  poaition,  and  to  profit  by  any  unfore- 
•eeti  change*  th*t  may  occur,  and  then  clear  butl-dor 
fighting  will  do  the  reit.  Tbe  French  had  the  latter, 
but  they  could  not  acquire  the  former.  Their  old  offi- 
cers belonged  to  the  nobility,  and  had  emigrated,  or 
were  guillotined,  and  new  one*  cottld-not  be  created  on 
shore.  The  French  fought  upon  the  water  even  more 
del perately  than  upon  Isndi  but  the  tri-colored  flag  of 
the  republic  and  the  empire  wa*  conatantly  doomed  to 
strike  to  llie  triple  crvM  of  her  more  akilful  and  equalhr 
daring  rival.  But  aomething  more  than  akill  i*  required. 
You  mu«t  have  the  warm  blood  and  the  high  pulse  of 
youth.  The  caution  of  old  age  is  not  calculated  for  the 
ocean;  gray-headed  lieutenant*  are  out  of  place  on  ihip- 

Sir,  let  me  repeat  the  iiope  that  the  Iwenty-faurth 
Congress  will  be  the  epooba  for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent,  self-reguliting,  •elf.CQrrecting  system  tor 
our  nary,  which  shall  render  the  wooden  wall*  of  our 
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republic  m  renowned  in  itory  >i  the  wooden  walU  of 
the  nation  to  which  we  trace  our  origin,  the  ititnd  em- 
pire of  the  eutern  world — out  glorious  moiher;  fint  in 
the  arti  of  war,  firat  in  the  arti  of  pe*ce.  to  nrhom  is 
riven  the  proud  daliny,  never  to  be  turpufed,  unleM 
b^  thii,  her  fairer  daughter  of  the  weitern  hemippbere! 
Sir,  wiih  thia  hope  [  conclude. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  next  t^tkined  the  AooTf  and,  on 
motion  of 


TouDii,  ApmiJL  5. 

SUFFERERS  BY  FIRB  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Kr.  SMITH,  frani  the  Committee  of  Waji  and  Mean*, 

reported  t  bill  ameadatory  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  auffferera  by  the  fire  in  the  city  of  New  Yorlr;  which 

Mr.  SMITH  remarked  that  the  bill  met  the  unanimoua 
Msent  of  ibe  committee,  and  was  intended  to  supply  an 
'    '    I  in  the  fornieT  act,  so  as  to  confine  or  limit  its 
■       ■      '  ■      to  the  fire.    T 


operstion  to  bonds  given  prior  to  the  fire.    The  act 
_..,_..  ... ,  gjii 

T,  granting  relief 
■  d  for  "all 


which  the  pccaent  bill  was  an  amendment 

ita  terms  to  the  act*  of  1803-'4 

on  account  of  Gre.     The  firat  aeclion  provided 

bonds  heretofore  given,"  whicb  would  apply  not  only  to 

bonds  executed  prior  to  the  16lh  December,  1S3S,  a* 

waa  intended,  but  to  those  given  prior  to  the  passage  of 

the  act  on  the  19th  March,  1836.     This  would  have  the 

effect  to  grant  indulgence  upon  bond*  for  upwards  ofa 

nlilion  of  importations^  which  was  not  intended  by  the 

EasMge  of  IIm  act  He  was  instructed  to  move  that  the 
ill  he  engrosKd  and  read  a  third  time,  as  it  was  impor- 
tant that  it  should  pus  both  Houses  as  early  as  possible. 

Ur.  ADAMS  wished  to  know,  before  ihe  pasuge  of 
this  bill,  whether  Ihc  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  reported  it,  had  considered  the  principle*  involved 
in  it  before  they  reported  it  to  the  House.  If  he  waa 
not  mialsken,  it  was  what  mizht  be  called  an  tx  vott 
fdeta  bill,  and,  if  passed,  would  be  an  tx  pott  faelo  iiw. 
If  he  underalood  it  aright,  it  took  away  from  ■  portion 
of  tha  citiiens  of  Ihe  United  Slates  Ksted  right* — rights 
to  property.  How  far  It  wa*  prudent  or  discreet  in 
Congre**  to  pass  a  bw  lo  give  to  citizens  of  the  United 
State*  benefits  to  which  they  were  not  entitled,  wu  not 
now  the  subject  of  consideration)  but  the  present  bill 
•eemed  to  give  sanction  to  a  principle  not  very  conform- 
able to  the  cbaraotet  of  our  lawsi  and  he,  for  his  part, 
considered  the  precedent  somewhat  dangerous.  He 
hoped  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Means  would  inform  the  House  of  tbe  character  of  the 
bill. 

Ur.  CAHRRBLENQ  said  the  bill  was  in  strict  con- 
formity lo  lawa  of  *  similar  eharaoter  passed  in  1803, 
1S04,  and  1807.  He  h«d  copied  from  the  act  of  1803, 
and  the  present  hilt  was  precisely  in  the  words  of  Ibat 
act.  The  intention  of  the  committee  waa  not  lo  give 
the  benefit  of  the  act  to  bond*  executed  up  lo  ita  pi*- 
lagG.  The  subject  wa*  now  before  tlie  House,  and  it 
would  he  for  it  to  determine  as  to  Ihe  propriety  of  the 
pasnge  of  the  law. 

Mr.  ADAH3  hoped  the  bill  might  not  be  read  a 
third  time  now,  so  (hat  an  opportunity  might  he  afforded 
of  examining  into  the  nature  of  itj  because  he  had 
doubt*  whether  it  riioutd  pass.  |[  certainly  appeared  to 
him  to  be  in  the  character  of  an  ex  post  fado  law,  be- 
cwjae  it  took  away  right*  vested  by  a  former  let  of  Con- 
greati  and  if  the  House  did  pass  it,  the  court*  might 
decide  that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  law,  and  declsre  it 
null  and  void.  He  hoped  tbe  bill  would  be  commilted, 
and  lake  the  ordinary  courae. 

Ur.  SMITH  said  the  original  law  had  not  yet  taken 


effect  in  a  single  instance,  and  if  ibis  law  waa  pasKd  im- 
mediately, It  might  be  that  it  would  be  in  time  to  pre- 
vent tbe  originaflaw  from  applying  lo  those  caie%  which 
it  was  desired  lo  prevent.  He  did  not  Ihink  that  thn 
principle  of  vested  right*  would  apply  to  the  preMnt 
law,  because  it  wa*  a  mere  gratuity  of  the  GovemnMnti 
and,  being  a  gratuity,  he  considered  that  they  might 
modify  it  m  such  way  a*  la  prevent  the  Government 
from  having  money  taken  from  it  which  never  was  in- 
tended to  be  taken  from  iL  The  relief  hill  wsa  a  gratui- 
ty in  which  Congresa  had  overstepped  their  own  inten- 
tion; and,  before  that  act  took  eSect,  they  propoaed  to 
modify  it  in  spch  way  as  not  to  go  beyond  what  wm  in- 
tended. But  if  the  paaaageof  the  bill  waa  to  be  delayed, 
it  certainly  would  be  uieleas,  and  some  would  receive 
the  benefit  of  tbe  original  law  who  did  not  ask  relief, 
and  the  cfTeet  would  be  to  conAr  fortunes  on  those  who 
had  never  u)nd  il  of  you. 

Hr.  BRIGGS  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  read  a  third 
time  to-d«y.  II  seemed  to  him  that  the  principlee 
Involved  in  the  bill  would  require  more  consideration 
than  could  be  given  to  it  on  the  moment  of  it*  being  re- 
ported. He  had  inquired  of  one  who  be  thought  should 
be  likely  to  know,  and  he  thought  Ihe  probability  wa* 
that  some  of  the  bonds  had  already  been  extended.  If 
that  was  Ibe  case,  he  should  like  to  be  informed  what 
the  potilion  of  the  Government  would  be  towards  those 
debtora.  The  Government  had  passed  a  law  aulhorizinE 
an  extenuon  of  those  bonds,  and  now  this  bill  provideo 
■hat  extension  should  not  be  made.  He  conceived  that 
(his  wa*  a  *pedmen  of  IrgieUtion  which  called  for  a  little 
more  reflection  than  they  could  give  to  it  lo-dayt  there- 
fore, he  hoped  it  would  not  be  ordered  to  a  third  read. 
ing  St  present. 

Mr.  UERCER  did  not  conaider  that  Ihe  clause  in  Ihe 
constitution  ahich  related  to  tx  poit  facto  law*  applied 
to  any  other  than  criminal  law*.  Some  years  past,  Ur. 
H.  aaid,  there  had  been  a  pension  law  passed,  which  it 
was  afterward*  dlicovered  would  take  an  immense 
amount  of  money  from  the  Treasu^.  A  law  was  there- 
upon pasted,  limiting  the  extent  of  tbe  origin*!  taw;  and 
he  never  heard  any  objection  raised  lo  that  law,  on  the 
ground  ofits  being  an  expoitfado  livr. 

Mr.  CUSHING  aaid  hit  colleague  [Hr.  AnAvaJ 
seemed  to  misapprehend  the  clause  in  the  eonstitutioit 
relative  lo  ex  pottjacio  laws.  (Sec.  9.  "No  bill  of  at- 
tainder or  ee  ^0*1 /ecfo  law  shstl  be  passed.")  II  had  been 
judicially  decided,  a*  well  in  the  construction  of  that  part 
of  the  conatilution  of  the  United  State*  as  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  tame  expression  in  the  State  ooiutitu> 
tions,  that  the  words  applied  only  to  penal  statutes,  and' 
not  to  leglslition  affecting  merely  the  civil  right*  ofa 
citizen.  If^  therefore,  this  was  the  only  objection  lo  Ihe 
bill,  he  did  not  deem  it  one  of  ao  roucn  consideration  U 
his  colleague  apprehended. 

Mr.  SFBIGHT  said  it  appeared  clear  to  him  Ihaf 
Congress  had  Ihe  right  lo  pa*i  the  bill.  It  Intended 
merely  to  confine  the  provision*  of  a  law  which  had  not 
yet  taken  efr^et)  and  he  appealed  to  tbe  Houie  to  say 
whether  (be  bill  should  not  be  passed  immediately,  so 
that  it  should  take  effect  at  the  same  lime  of  the  original 
law. 


bad  furnished  a  great  capital  lo  citizens  of  New  York  la 
trade  upon,  and,  lo  act  consistently,  sbould  allow  tbem 
lo  have  the  full  benefit  of  thxt  law.  Those  bonds  which 
had  already  been  extended  he  considered  could  not  be 
sfTected  by  Ihe  present  billg  tlierefore,  he  doubled 
whether  tliere  was  my  necessily  for  Its  passage.  But, 
■s  he  considered  ibe  merchants  of  New  York  would  de> 
rive  Miffieient  benefit  from  the  bill,  Ihe  pss»»gc  of  the 
present  bill  might  be  of  tome  service. 
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Mf.  ADA.MS  HiH  he  WM  perfectly  well  iwire  lb«t  the 
dauie  in  the  constitution  which  reUted  to  ac  poit  Jacio 
UwB  WIS  only  coniidered  by  the  courts  to  apply  to 
criminkl  statute*.  He  waa  aware,  also,  which,  perhaps, 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Coshiho]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  MimciH]  «ere  not,  that  there  was  no  pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  prohibiting  CongreM  from 
panin^  ta  ex  poal  facto  law-  He  did  not  «ippoie  that 
ConKress  wu  prohibited  from  doing  so.  He  uied  (he 
word  In  its  general  aenae,  that  it  should  not  pi«a  a  l»w 
which  would  ha*e  a  relroipecl'ive  effect.  He  considered 
the  bill  under  consideration  of  that  character,  because 
the  effect  of  it  was  to  take  awsy  rlghU  from  eit.zen.  of 
the  United  Statea,  which  they  had  been  vested  »ith  b^ 
a  former  act.  If  the  bill  was  lo  be  paaied,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  amended  in  such  manner  sa  not  to  lake  away 
rightt  from  the  people  which  they  had  already  conler- 
red  upon  them.  The  geWleoiao  from  Virgirui  t"'; 
HaaciB]  had  furnished  a  precedent  uhich  he  hoped 
never  would  be  brought  up  as  a  precedent  again,  be- 
cause it  was  one  of  the  most  unjust  aets  ever  passed  by 
Congress;  an  act  by  which  a  large  body  of  the  pension- 
ers of  the  revolutionary  war,  after  hiving  by  former  acts 
of  Congress  received  pensions  for  some  two  or  three 
years,  had  them  taken  away  from  them  by  a  aubtequenl 
act,  because  they  were  not  actually  siammg.  There 
was  before  Ihe  Bouse  at  thii  time  a  proposition  to 
remedy  that  very  evil,  for  an  evil  it  wasj  and  he  regret- 
ted tbst  ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  wai  under  Ibe  ne- 
uity  of  introducing  it  as  a  precedent  for  any  act  of 
nice.  That  very  law  had  deprived  those  pensioner* 
Ihelr  rights,  although  they  had  served  in  the  revolu- 
tionsry  war  of  the  countryi  and  the  propiwitiDn  now 
before  Congreaa  was  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  ju«- 
lice  to  Ihoae  velerana,  from  whom  that  bill  had  taken 
their  bre«di  and  he  hoped,  before  the  end  oflhe  present 
session,  that  justice  would  be  done  Ibose  persons.  He 
hoped  that  act  would  never  again  be  produced  as  a  pre- 
cedent, unless  it  was  for  something  which  was  to  be 
avoided.  As  gentlemen  were  anxious  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  if  it  was  amended  aa  he  had  suggested,  he  would 

""ilr.  MERCEH  said  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachusells 
[Mr.  AniMs]  was  certainly  under  a  misUke  in  relation  to 
there  being  no  cUuae  in  the  conslilution  declaring  that 
Congress  should  not  pass  an  ex  poll  faelo  law.  Mr.  M. 
read  the  cUuse  from  the  constiiulion,  and  aaid  that,  al- 
though be  had  not  voted  fur  the  pension  law  alluded  to, 
yet  be  conudered  the  aei  a  petfecily  Just  one- 
Mr.  WISE  here  called  for  the  orders  of  the  dayi  but 
the  House  refused  lo  proceed  lo  the  order*  of  the  day. 
Mr.  EVERETT  was  oppoaed  to  the  immediale  pa»- 
Btge  of  the  bill,  as  there  were  certain  points  he  wished 
to  investigat-  >■-*"•'•  h.  "  " " 
with  the  boi 
original  bill. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  advocaled  the  speedy  passage 
of  the  bill.  If  there  were  any  bonds  which  had  been 
extended,  they  would  have  to  remsin;  but  he  hoped,  if 
the  bill  was  speedily  passed,  that  it  would  go  into  effect 
■  before  ihere  were  any  extensions  made.  Upon  this 
conwderation,  be  hoped  ihc  Houm  would  lose  no  lime 
in  passing  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  commit  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  wis 
ordered  to  be  engrcased;  when  it  was  read  Uie  third 
titneand  passed. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  leave  to  offei  the  following  resolu- 
tion, presented  by  him  yesterday: 

Raohied,  Thai  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  lo  send  for  person*  and  papers,  to  inquire  inio 
the  agency  or  mode  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposile 
for  the  public  money,  and  into  the  contracls  wiih  ihe 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  they  are  regulated,  and 


the  manner  in  which,  and  the  penons  by  whom, 
such  contracts  are  made)  and  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  connexion  or  rclitiDn,  ofEclal  or  un- 
offidsl,  exists  or  has  existed  between  a  certain  Reuben 
H.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United 
States,  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of  deposite  of  tha 
public  money,  and  intolheexteot  of  his  agency,  generally, 
in  keeping  and  controlling  Ihe  public  money,  hnd  into 
the  amount  of  his  compenaation,  whether  the  same  be 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  or  by  the  deposile  bankfj 
and  that  said  commillee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
other  wise. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Ur.  WISE  moved  to 
suspend  Ibe  rules,  and  called  for  the  yew  and  oaja  on 
that  motion, 

I'he  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  question  wa* 
taken  and  decided  in  ihe  negative,  as  follows: 

Vats— Measn.  Adanu,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bon'1,  Urigga,  Bunch,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Chamber^ 
Chiids,  Nstbaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Ctaiborne, 
Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Evsns,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  Pbilo  C.  Ful- 
ler, James  Garland,  Rice,  OarUnd,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haielline,  Hoar,  Hopkins, 
Howell,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes.  Jenifer, 
Henry  Johnson,  John  W.Jonea,Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lucas,  Lyon,  tiaury,  Hc- 
Carty,  McConus,  HcKennin,  Mercer,  Ullligin,  Patlon, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Ripley,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Spangler,  SUndefer,  Storer,  T'aliaferro, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Whit- 
llesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 89. 

Kiis— Heasrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Bean,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Bovec,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Cbapin,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Houbleday,  Dromgoole, 
Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraiih,  Gillet, 
Glascock,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegin,  Samuel  3. 
Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Hol- 
sey,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabei 
Jackson,  Joaeph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnsrd,  Lanfr,  Lan- 
sing, Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Job  Mann,  William  Maaon,  Uoses  Mason,  Hay, 
McKean,  HcKim,  HcLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane, 
8  Che  nek,  Seymour,  Sickles,  Speight,  Sutherland,  Thom- 
as, John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks-91. 
So  the  House  refused  to  suqiend  Ihe  rules. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBRELENG,  (he  Rouse  Ihen  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  for  the  further  considerstion  of  (he  bill 
"  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  atBie»forlheyearl836," 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Ur.  Bill  to 
sliike  out  ihe  appropriation  for  the  navy  yard  at  Porla- 
moulh, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  had  desired  to  addreaa  the 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  his  views,  not 
so  much  in  reference  to  the  particular  amendmenl  now 
under  considrralion,  a*  upon  other  more  important  and 
interesting  lopici  introduced  inio  the  debate.  We  were 
now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  ihe 
Union,  and  he  ahotild  avail  himself  of  the  latitude  al- 
lowed lo  others  of  reviewing,  with  Ihem,  the  general 
policy  of  Ihe  adminiiiralion.    He  would  endeavor  to  ac- 
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company  hi>  coUei^e  [Mr.  Gablahd]  in  bii  pursuit 
•fler  iTuth,  and  exammc  how  far  ihepartf  in  pnwer  had 
ftdhered  to  those  funJamental  pHnelplea  which  he,  u 
vclt  ■■  hii  coll»K"'i  proreiKd  to  venemie.  He  ihould 
compare  the  promitei  of,  that  party  with  their  per- 
formancea,  and  contrail  their  acts  with  their  profeaaioni. 

Before  CRterinr  on  thil  examination,  lie  would  take 
occaaion  to  aay  he  would  vole  for  libertl  appropriationa 
for  every  conatitution*!  and  proper  object  He  would 
do  ao  on  (he  ground  of  ajuat  economy.  But  he  would 
•auction  no  eipendilura  beyond  what  the  publio  intereat 
and  neceiaity  required,  merely  to  get  rid  of  our  auper- 
floua  treaaure.  He  wu  deairoua,  cipecially,  of  placing 
the  navy  on  aueh  a  footing  aa  would  enable  it  fully  to 
protect  our  commerce,  and  to  add  to  the  glory  it  had 
won  tar  the  country.  The  beat  method  ot  attaining  ihia 
object  he  muit  leave  in  a  great  meaaure  to  gentlemen 
poneaaed  of  more  practical  information.  But  there 
were  obvioiu  limit*  to  eipenditurea  even  for  (hat  object. 
Strong  ohjection*  cziited  to  >  large  and  immediate  in- 
creaae  of  the  navy,  which,  at  an  early  period  after  the  oom- 
mrncement  of  the  preient  adminiMration,  had  been  fully 
preiented  fay  the  Freaident  to  Congrco.  In  the  annual 
menage  of  December,  1829,  the  opinion  waa  expreased 
that  "  in  time  of  peace  wo  have  need  ot  no  more  ahipt 
of  war  (ban  are  requisite  to  the  protection  of  commerce) 
that  thoae  not  wanted  for  that  purpoae  would,  under  the 
beat  precautiona,  aoon  become  uaeleic,  and  that  we 
ahould  ducontinue  building  ahipa  of  the  firat  and  aecond 
claiaei,  and  look  rather  to  the  collection  of  ample 
nuieriala." 

Hr,  R.  laid  be  wai  oppoMd  to  laviah  appropriation*, 
not  for  the  navy  only,  but  to  thoae  which  leemed  (o  be 
contempbted  for  every  other  branch  of  the  public 
aervice.  They  are  not  auitcd  to  (he  nature  of  our  in- 
atilulioni,  and  are  at  war  with  the  prindplea  upon  whtcli 
the  preient  party  came  into  power.  Theae  ptinciplea 
were  ably  aaaerted  in  a  report  made  to  this  Kouae  in 
1S3S,  by  Hr.  Hamilton,  and  one  made  to  the  Senate  in 
1836,  (Hr.  Benton'a,)  and  had  been  reiterated  again  and 
■gain  by  the  present  Rhief  HagiXrate.  [Mr.  R.  refer- 
red particularly  to  (he  annual  messagei  of  '39,  '33,  and 
'33,  as  recommending  rigid  economy,  and  condemning 
all  unneceasary  eipenditurea,]  Even  in  his  last  mea- 
ssge,  looking  to  the  peculiar  condilion  of  the  country, 
he  had  not  seemingly  contemplated  an  expenditure,  un- 
less wnr  ahould  astiully  uke  place,  of  more  than  about 
024,000,000.  But  now  (uld  Hr.  R.)  all  apprehenaions 
of  a  war  with  France  have  vaniahedj  with  ihe  exception 
of  the  disturbancea  on  our  Indian  border,  wc  are  in  the 
enjoyment  of  profound  peaeei  the  national  debt  is  dis- 
charged) and  what  do  we  behold^  An  evident  aniicty 
to  ge(  rid  of  the  lurplus  revenue  by  uousuat  and  waate- 
ful  ■pproprialionl.  The  report  of  (he  Secre(ary  of  (he 
Treasury  presents  estimate!  for  upwards  of  I wcnty>tbree 
mitliona  and  a  half,  to  which  add  the  unexpended  ap- 
propriations of  the  last  year,  and  we  have  an  aggregate 
amouni  for  Iheeipenae  of  the  current  year  of  about  thirty- 
one  millions.  (  do  not  understand  (hat  tny  considerable  . 
reduction,  notwithatanding  the  change  in  our  foreign  rela- 
tiona,  ia  contemplated  below  (he  Treasury  eiitimatea)  and 
the  party  whodenoiinced  the  extravagant  expenditures  of 
the  preceding  adminii( ration,  averaging  some  ten  or 
twelve  millions  per  annum,  vil]  now  probably  aak,  for 
(he  service  of  a  aiiigle  year,  on  a  peace  eslabliihment, 
upward]  of  thirty  millioni.  Of  (his  enormous  sum,  only 
about  (liree  millions  ire  necessary  .for  the  civil  list, 
foreien  intercourse,  and  miscellaneous  ezpensea.  A 
very  large  pruporlion  of  the  residue  is  to  be  applied  in 
procuring  malerialg  and  labor  for  public  worka.  yUy  we 
not  apprehend  serious  inconvenience,  frum  the  great 
demand  nrhich  such  appropriations  will  occasion  for 
labur  >  If,  as  is  probably  the  cue,  tbe  (]c(Dind  ia  alrcftd^ 
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equal  (o  the  whole  diipoaable  labor  of  the  country,  the 
increaied  demand  will  produce  no  other  effect  than 
merely  to  augment  the  wages  of  labor,  without  adding 
to  the  supply.  An  approprialion  of  twenty  millions  will 
in  that  case  commsnd  little  more  labor  than  lent  or,  if 
more  labor  shall  be  procured,  it  must  probably  be  with> 
drawn  injuriously  ffom  agriculture  or  the  mechinio 
arta.  Uany  and  ez[en>ive  works  are  now  in  progreaa 
aud  in  contemplation,  some  of  (hem  carried  on  by  indi- 
vidual! and  com paniea  with  (heir  own  reaourceii  some 
by  stales,  receiving  no  aid  from  the  General  Govern- 
ment. [Hr.  R.  mentioned  Ihe  improvement  in  bis  owit 
Slate  from  the  city  of  Richmond  to  the  mouth  of  (he  Ee- 
nawhB)  Ihe  Ohio  and  Baltimore  railroad;  the  proposed  con- 
nexions between  Cincinnati  and  Charieilon,  and  between 
Nuhville  and  New  Orleans.]  The  United  States  coming 
into  competition,  and  authorizing  its  sgents  to  procure 
the  necessary  labor  without  regard  to  price,  will  neces- 
sarily withdraw  it  from  thoae  who  can  leaa  convenientty 
afford  (o  give  excessive  wsges.  The  vast  additional 
suma,  (herefore,  proposed  to  be  expended  in  the  public 
works  of  Ihe  United  States  cannot  fail  considerably  to 
increaae  (he  expense  and  retard  the  completion  of  thoae 
carried  on  by  the  Statea  and  individuals.  This  will  not 
be  thought  a  groundleaa  apprehenuon,  when  it  Is  recol- 
lected that  Colonel  Gratiot  haa  assigiied  as  a  reawin  far 
not  uaing  about  9100,000,  appropriated  for  a  fort  on 
East  river.  New  York,  tha  impoaaibility  of  obtaining  the 
requisite  force  to  carry  on  the  work,  though  materiala 
and  facilitiea  of  every  kind  had  been  procured. 

After  appropriating  all  that  the  public  necesaitiei  re> 

Juire,  or  (hat  can  be  judiciously  expended,  it  cannot  be 
Dubted  there  must  still  remain  a  large  surplus)  and  it 
becomes  us  at  once  to  dcviae  tome  mode  for  judiciously 
diapoaing  of  it.  A  variety  of  schemes  have  been  sug- 
gested. Shall  we  permit  it  (o  lie  idle?  waste  it  in  un- 
necessary eipenditurea'  invest  it  in  slucka  or  Joanaf  or 
distribute  i(  among  tbe  States?  These  seem  to  be  (he 
only  alternative*. 

To  permit  it  (o  remain  unused,  besides  (he  injury 
resulling  from  keeping  so  large  a  capital  unemployeil, 
we  may  rcasonsblj  anticipate  heavy  loaaes.  To  leave  it 
in  depoaile,  for  (he  banks  to  trade  upon,  must  necessarily 
be  attended  with  hazard.  They  will  not  keep  i(  idle, 
and  may  find  it  verv  inconvenient  (o  replace  i(  when  ile- 
manded.  In  proof  of  (hir,  Mr.  R.  adverted  to  (he  con- 
dition of  the  public  depoutea  in  (he  Bank  of  Michigan. 
In  that  bank,  having  a  capital  of  0150,000,  we  have,  it 
aeems,  nearly  #800,000  on  deposile;  and  we  are  bound 
to  believe,  upon  information  of  members  prcienl,  (hat 
(hi*  deposite,  or  eoniiderabie  porlions  of  it,  have  been 
remitted  to  New  York,  and  lent  out  at  an  intereU  of 
four  per  cent.  Indepetidcntly  of  the  risk,  there  la  great 
injustice  in  giving  the  advantage  of  (he  public  dcpo*i(ei 
(o  favored  Siatea  or  fayored  banks,  in  the  manner  now 
prv:tised.  Suppoiing  an  amouni  of  (en  or  twelve  mil- 
lions to  remain  in  New  York,  as  will  probably  be  the 
case,  unless  the  fund  be  distributed,  the  State  may  realise 
an  annual  profit  of  five  or  six  hundred  thousand  dollar! 
by  ita  uie,  while  other  Statea  will  derive  no  advaulsge, 
(liough  they  ahall  have  can(ributed  (heir  full  proportion 
(o  raise  it.  No  one,  I  presume,  expect*  that  this  vast 
sum  can  be  hoarded  up  in  specie.  If  such  an  atlempt 
were  made,  the  surplus,  over  and  above  what  la  needed 
for  (ho  public  scnice,  which  for  aiz  years  to  come  must 
cptMtantly  iocresse,  would  very  soon  absorb  the  whole 
metallic  currency  of  Ihe  United  Slutei. 

Aware  of  the  impolicy  of  keeping  die  public  treasure 
iinemploye<I,  much  ingenuity  has  been  displayed  in  de- 
vising plana  fur  consuming  it.  In  addition  to  tbe  enor- 
mous esilmaiei  from  (he  Treasury  Deparlmen(,  we  have 
propnailiona  to  erect  court-houses,  custom-houses^  and 
other  buildings,  for  the  use  of  tbe  United  SlatU)  and  ti) 
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enter  into  conlricts  wilh  nitrmd  companiei  Tor  the 
priTilege  of  triniporling  the  mail.  These  ichemef,  I 
trust,  will  not  prcviil.  II  ia  by  no  mcin*  deiinble  that 
the  General  Government  should  obtain  more  perounenl 
footing  upon  the  loil  of  tbe  States,  or  become  proprie- 
tor! of  eipent'ive  buildinga,  «hicb  miul  have  auperin- 
inlendenii  and  ^ardi  to  preierve  them,  and  conai quenl- 
ly  add  to  that  patronage  already  so  much  deprecated. 
Nor  ihould  we  ddire  to  ice  tbe  Genera]  Guvernment 
exteniirely  engaging  in  contricU  wiUi  chartered  com- 
paniei,  and  mingling  with  (he  priTate  concerna  of  the 
SUtei-  It  ii  acarcely  to  be  credited  that  aeriou*  diffi- 
culliea  will  be  (brown  in  the  way  of  (he  mails,  and  it 
would  be  atrange  indeed  if  Ihia  great  modern  improve- 
ment should,  in  Ihii  particular  inatance,  result  in  in- 
ereasinK  Ihe  difficulty  or  expense  of  transportation. 

Another  expedient  proposed  is  tbe  investment  of  (he 
•urplua  in  loans  or  slocka.  Tbia  does  not  overcame  the 
difficulty,  but  only  poatponca  it.  I  trust  the  Treasury  of 
tbe  United  Statea  is  not  to  be  engaged  in  stock-jobbing, 
or  converted  into  a  great  loan  once.  But,  suppose  tbia 
recommendation  adopted,  how  can  tbe  public  money  be 
more  judiciously  or  more  safely  invested  than  in  loans  to 
the  States?  IfX^ongiess  may  conalilutionaljy  lend,  the 
Itatea,  none  can  doubt,  can  constitutionally  borrow. 
There  li  an  evident  propriety,  (oo,  if  auch  invettments 
■bould  be  made,  in  giving  them  thii  direction.  If  lent 
to  corporaiions  or  individuala,  and  lost,  (be  Slates  must 
make  good  (be  de6elency  whenever  itsliall  be  wanted. 
Theae  corporation*  or  individuals  would  therefore  be 
trading  on  public  money,  at  the  public  risk*  but  if  em- 
ployedby  tbe  States,  though  required  to  replace  il,  (hey 
would  realize  tbe  benefit  resulting  from  its  employment. 
It  may  happen,  however,  that  the  ordinary  reveuue,  for 
years  to  come,  will  exceed  (he  nn  i  lasij'  eipenaea  of 
GoveriiTnent)  and,  in  that  caae,  there  will  be  no  oceauon 
to  require  (be  amount  lent  to  be  returned.  In  (his  view, 
k  loin,  I  admit,  would  not  differ  aubslantially  from  an 
kbsolute  dirtribuiion  among  tbe  States^  against  which  my 
colleague  haa  ao  warmly  protested, 

But  is  there,  Ur.  Chairman,  any  sound  objection  lo  a 
direct  distribution  of  (be  surplus  revenue  among  (he 
SlatesF  Coming  from  a  State  jealous  of  i(i  right  a,  and 
diatinguisbed  for  its  strict  conslructioo  of  (he  federal 
constitution,  I  have  gone  into  (he  examination  of  this 
measure  Willi  a  atrong  bias  against  its  constitutionality. 
The  result  of  that  examination  ia  a  thorough  conviction 
that,  to  fM"  at  leait  as  re^rda  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  lands 
ceded  by  (he  States,  it  is  not  only  not  prohibited,  hut  ii 
BiprcMly  enjoined  by  tbe  conslitulioni  and,  under  pres- 
ent circumslances,  is  the  moat  expedient  disposition 
ttut  can  be  made.  In  aupport  of  this  propontion,  I  might 
perbapi  content  mjself  with  referring  to  an  authority  of 
most  commanding  mfluenco  in  this  House.  At  an  early 
period  alter  bis  accession,  I  was  about  lo  say  to  the  (hrone; 
this  langusge,  1  fear,  sir,  may  in  a  short  time  become  fa- 
nuBar— (he  preaent  Chief  Magiatrsle,  contempUlinE  the 
probable  accumulation  of  money  in  Ihe  Treasury,  delib- 
,  «r«tcly  recommended  to  Co ngreai  aplinfurdi>puiingof 
it.  After  alluding  "  to  (he  didicuUies  which  had  attend- 
ed approprialionB  for  internal  improvement,  and  those 
wbict)  experience  tella  ua  will  certainly  arise  whenever 
power  over  such  subjects  may  be  exercised  by  (he  Gen- 
eral Govemmenl,"  he  asy>,  (message  of  December, 
1829,)  "To  avoid  iheaeevil^  it  appears  (o  me  thai  (he 
moat  safe,  just,  and  federui  disposition  which  cuuld  be 
made  of  (be  surplus  revenue  would  be  its  apportionment 
among  tha  several  Stales,  according  lo  their  ratio  of  rep- 
Teaemationi  and  should  Ihia  measure  nut  be  found  war- 
ranted by  Ihe  constiiutlon,  tha(  it  would  be  expedient  to 
propose  lo  the  Stales  an  amendment  authorizing  il." 
The  distribution,  llius  recommended,  it  will  be  obierved, 
embraced  Ihe  whole  surplua  reveuue,  and  not  tlial  mere- 


ly arising  from  aales  of  public  lands.  The  paseage  just 
read  was  incorporated,  and  Ihe  principle  reaiserlea,  in 
the  message  of  Hay,  1630,  justifying  his  veto  on  the 
Maysville  road  bill.  Again:  in  hi*  annual  message  of 
December,  1830,  he  recurs  lo  the  plan  he  had  thus  pro- 
posed, and  replies  to  tbe  objeclioni  urged  against  it. 
The  abjections  enumerated  a/e —         ' 

1.  An  objection  lo  the  rslio  of  diiitribulion. ' 
3.  An  apprehension  that  such  ■  regulation  would  pro- 
duce improvident  and  oppressive  taxalion  lo  raise  funds 
for  dialrihulion. 

3.  That  it  would  lead  lo  Ihe  eonitrucllon  of  work*  of 
a  local  nature. 

4.  That  it  would  create  a  diacredilable  and  injurious 
dependence,  on  the  partof  iheSlateGovernmenta,  upon 
the  federal  power. 

Tliia  enumeration,  compriung  all  tbe  objecliona,  "  m 
far  as  Ihey  bad  come  to  bis  knowledge,"  embraces  none 
in  the  score  of  unconitllutionality,  nor  is  any  difficulty 
of  thai  nature  alluded  lo.'  But  now,  it  seem*,  thlt  plan 
is  denounced  by  my  colleague  **  a  vile  abominalion.  Sir, 
he  could  not  be  aware,  in  aiming  his  blow,  on  whose 
bead  it  was  destined  lo  fall.  But  it  may  be  supposed  tbe 
President  has  changed  hi*  opiniona;  and  hence  it  ii  that 
my  colleague  exclaima,  with  a  holy  horror,  "  Touch  nol, 
laate  nol,  handle  not.V  How  far  hia  opiniona  have  un- 
dergone a  change,  i  know  notj  nor  will  1  anticipate,  aa 
many  do,  a  veto,  in  case  Congre**  ihould  now  adopt  the 
measure  he  bimaelfhaa  so  deliberalely  and  repeatedly 
recommended.  I  perceive  nothing  in  the  message  re- 
turning Mr.  Clii's  Und  bill  lo  warmnt  the  beliertbal  he 
will  withhold  hii  concurrencit  from  a  bill  auibotiangihe 
surplus  funds  ariaing  from  the  sales  of  lands  tobedislrib- 
uled  amoBg  Ihe  Slates.  Before  noticing  particularly 
the  objeclioni  urged  in  that  message,  or  others  which 
have  been  su^esled,  1  beg  leave,  very  briefly,  to  pre- 
sent lo  the  commlllee  the  reasons  which  satisfy  my  mind 
that  auch  a  dislribution  is  slrictiy  constitutional. 

I  sludl  nol  detain  the  committee  by  a  minute  liialory  of 
the  causes  that  led  to  the  acquisition  of  the  public  lands. 
It  ia  well  known  that  the  immense  territory  stretching 
from  the  Ohio  to  llie  lakei^  comprising  Ihe  fertile  arid 
flourishing  Stales  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Indiana,  and  the 
Territories  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  is  held  by  the 
United  States  under  a  grant  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
made  in  17S4.  The  deed  of  cesaiop,  after  making  vari- 
ous Teservalions,  explicitly  declares  "that  all  the  landa 
within  Ihe  territories  so  ceded  to  tbe  United  States,  and 
nol  reserved  for  or  appropriated  to  any  of  the  befure- 
mentioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  bounties  lo  the  of- 
ficer* and  soldiers  of  Ihe  American  army,  shall  be  coiind- 
ered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  auch 
of  the  United  Slate*  aa  have  become,  or  shall  hecomr, 
member*  of  tlie  confefleralion  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
naid  Stales,  Virginia  incluaivr,  according  lo  their  u*ual 
respective  proportions  of  the  general  charge  and  expen- 
diture, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  'boaafida  diapoicd  of 
for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  what- 

In  most  or  all  the  grant*  from  other  Slates  there  are 
aimilar  proviaions.  The  terms  thus  declared  were  accept- 
ed by  Ihe  confederacy.  When  the  preaent  Government 
ws*  formed,  the  United  Statea  again  acknowledged  their 
obligatory  force.  Tbe  6th  article  of  the  conllitulion 
decUre*  that  "  all  debts  contracted,  and  engage- 
ments entered  into,  before  Ihe  adoplion  of  Ibis  constilu- 
lion,  ahalt  be  aa  valid  againat  the  United  States,  under 
llii*  cunsiiiution,  as  under  the  confederstion."  And  in 
Ihe  4th  article  it  is  provided  that  "Congres*  *ball  have 
power  lo  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
ipecting,  the  territory  or  other  property  be- 
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the  United  Statei,  or  of  any  particulw  Stale.'*  Theie 
proTiiioni  of  the  constitution  leare  no  room  to  doubt  the 
obliplion  upon  Conrren  to  reipect  the  itipulattoni  of 
the  gr%M.  This,  indeed,  ii  (he  view  taken  by  the  Prea- 
idem  in  the  meoig«  rejecting  the  land  bill.  In  object- 
ing l<r  the  provision!  which  proposed  la  ^te  13}  per 
cent,  out  of  Ihe  nett  proceeds  to  the  nev  States,  he  says, 
"  What  more  need  lie  vid  t©  demoastrale  its  oliiectiona- 
ble  ehineter,  than  that  it  ii  in  direct  and  undl^uiaed 
violation  oflhe  pledge  giren  by  Congress  lo  the  Stales, 
before  a  single  ceMion  wss  midei  that  it  abro^tes  the 
condition  upon  which  •(>«»  of  (he  Slates  came  into  the 
Union)  and  that  it  Mfs  at  naught  the  terms  of  cewion 
■preadupon  the  face  of  every  rrant  under  which  the  title 
to  that  portion  of  ltie[iublieland*  is  held  by  the  Fed- 
eral Govemmenl?"  Again,  alluding  to  the  deeds  of  cea- 
•ion,  he  tayti  "Tha  constitution  of  the  United  State* 
did  not  delegate  to  Congress  Ihe  power  lo  abrogate  these 
eompacts.  On  Ihe  coninry,  by  deelsring  thit  nothing 
In  h  'shall  be  construed  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  particolar  Stat<-,'  it  virtually 
provides  thai  these  compsda  Aall  rentain  untouched  by 


the  le^slalire  power,  which  riiall  only  make  all '  needful 
rule*  and  regnlalioni'  for  carrying  Ihem  into  rffcct." 
At  the  date  of  the  original  grant,  Ihe  Slates,  whal- 


ETrr  may  be  the  modem  doctrinr,  were  independei 
Bovrreignlies,  associated  togetlier  b^  irtlclei  of  confede- 
ration) and,  bearing  this  in  mind,  il  is  evident  that  the 
use  and  benefit  coniemplated  by  Ihe  grant  were  such  as 
Bught  be  enjoyed  by  them  in  their  separate,  a*  well  as 
in  their  confederate,  character.. 

It  i)  a  roiitake  to  suppoae,  as  my  colleaguB  does,  that 
the  [and),  after  paying  the  subsisting  debt,  were  dedi- 
cated solely  lo  the  purpose  of  lessening  ihe  requiuliona 
upon  Ihe  Stale*.  1  do  not  deny  Ihat  ihe  application  of 
the  fiind  to  Ihe  common  purpoaes  of  the  confederscy 
would  be  one  method  by  which  Ihe  Slates  might  realiia 
the  benefit  reserved.  But  it  is  not  tha  sole  method. 
Like  every  other  common  fund,  the  lands  Ihemselvta 
may  be  divided,  or  the  proceeds  dislributed  Mverally 
among  those  entitled  lo  the  benefleia)  use:  the  terms  are 
sufficiently  comprchrnsive  to  auihoriie  such  division. 
There  is  nothing  to  confine  Ihe  use  to  the  parties  in  ibeir 
aggregate  capicitiea.  Had  Ihii  been  the  sole  object,  il 
would  have  been  attained  by  simply  declaring  that  the 
proceed!  should,  in  all  caaea,  be  paid  into  the  common 
Treasury.  But  the  provision  is  not  that  the  landaihal! 
be  appropriated  to  the  general  charge  and  eipendilure, 
but  that  the)'  shall  be  a  common  fond  for  the  use  of  Ihe 
Slates,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  petpective 
proportion  of  thai  charge  and  eipendilure.  The  charge 
and  eipendilure  are  not  mentioned  as  the  purposes  to 
which  the  fiind  is  lo  be  spplied,  butas  conttituiing  the 
measure  or  ratio  by  which  the  rights  of  the  respective 
Slates  shall  be  adjusted. 

A  large  sniount  arising  from  Ihe  tales  of  lands  !a 
nmr  in  the  I'reasury.  It  is  not  wanted  for  general  ex- 
peniUlurea.  The  public  necessities  do  not  require  it. 
To  hold  the  lands  out  of  the  market,  which  would  be 
our  duty,  if  the  proceeds  can  only  be  used  lu  m;et  gen- 
eral expenses,  would,  it  is  taid,  unjustly  retard  Ihe  aet- 
tlemenl  of  Ihe  Western  States.  The  President  recom- 
mends that  Ihe  prinuptes  on  which  Ibe  compromise  of 
the  tariff  was  settled  should  not  he  disturbed.  From 
these  causes  It  is  probable  that  the  revenue,  from  sources 
independent  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  neit  six  yeat^ 
'  willsulAee  forallthepilblicexigencies,and<lic  tundrrom 
that  source,  unless  wasted  ordivided,  must  continue  to  ac- 
cumulatr.  If  this  be  so,  there  is  no  method  whereby 
lh«  Stale*  can  derive  the  benefit  secured  by  the  deeds 
of  cession,  and  guarantied  hy  the  United  States,  but  by 
receiving  ihrir  due  proportions  of  this  common  fund- 
But  tbig  meararc,  ao  life,  jusi,  and  federal.  In  1839,  i* 


now  vile  and  unconstitutional.  Every  effort  ia  made  to 
decry  and  defeat  it.  I  br^  leave  briefly  to  eumiue 
tome  oflhe  principal  objections  arrayed  sgainit  it. 

Hy  colleague  complain*  of  the  injustice  of  the  prd^io- 
srd  rtxtio  of  distribution,  and  of  the  IS  per  cent,  cisimed 
for  the  new  Slates  over  and  above  their  respective  quota*. 
There  may  be  tome  difficulty  in  deciding  what  would  ba 
the  most  just  and  legal  rule  of  apportionment  among  ibm 
Stale*.  The  Virginia  deed  of  cession  adopt*  the  usual 
proportions  in  which  they  contribute  respeciirely  loth* 
general  charge  and  expenditure.  If  the  neaiure  of  con- 
tribution to  that  expenditure,  pointed  out  by  the  article* 
of  confederation,  be  regarded  as  the  proper  basis  of  di>- 
Iribution,  then  the  value  of  land*  granted  or  surveyed  will 
^ve  the  rule.  But  iflbe  provision  in  the  federal  oonstitu- 
lion,  apportioning  direct  taxes  among  the  States,  be  r» 
wwted  to^  the  ratio  of  repnientation  will  be  the  ratio  of 
distribution.  This  is  the  rule  recommended  by  the  PrcM- 
dent.  In  the  meissge  of  December,  1830,  he  says;  "Tha 
ratio  of  representation  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  and 
still  does,  as  one  of  obvious  equityt  because  of  its  being 
the  ratio  ofeonlribulion,  whether  Ihe  funds  to  be  distrib- 
uted be  derived  from  Ihe  customs  or  from  direct 
taxation."  If  one  more  equitable  can  be  legally  devised, 
let  ut  adopt  it.  As  to  the  idea  of  allowing  15  per  cent, 
for  the  new  Stales,  the  bill  is  not  before  us,  and  it  is  not 
proper,  therefore,  to  diieuss  the  pruviiona  ilmay  con- 
tain. I  will  only  say,  I  am  as  much  opposed  a*  my  col- 
league to  any  measure  giving  lo  the  new  Statei,  or  anr 
others,  an  unjust  preference-  But  the  assertion  of  Mich 
a  preference,  or  Ihe  doubt  respecting  the  proper  rule  of 
distribution,  forms  no  good  reason  why  we  should  refuttt 
to  claim  OUT  just  proportion,  whatever  that  may  be. 

But  10  receive  this,  it  seems,  would  detract  from  th« 
dignity  and  independence  of  the  Stalest  they  would  be- 
come the  siipendiarie*  of  the  Qeneril  Government. 
This  objection  was  fully  answered  in  the  mettage  of  De- 
cember, 1830.  The  President  says:  "In  trgard  to  tha 
last  objection,  its  probable  effect  upon  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  the  State  Governments,  it  appest*  t« 
me  only  necessary  to  state  Ibe  esse  t*  it  it,  and  a*  It 
would  be  it  the  measure  proposed  were  adopted,  to  show 
that  the  operation  is  most  likely  to  be  Ihe  very  re*cr*e 
of  that  which  the  objection  supposes.  Inlheonecaie 
the  Stale  would  receive  its  quota  orthe  national  Mvcnu« 
for  domestic  use,  upon  a  fixed  principle,  at  a  matter  o'' 
right,  and  froma  fund  to  the  creation  of  which  il  bad  cbr 
trrbuled  its  fair  proportion.  Surely  there  could  be  nolbir  r 
derogatory  in  that.  At  mailers  now  aland,  the  Stalea 
Ihemselvea,  in  their  sovereign  character,  are  not  unfra- 
quently  petitionert  at  the  bar  oflhe  Federal  Legislature 
for  such  allowances  out  of  the  national  Treasury  at  tt 
may  comport  with  their  pleuure  or  sense  of  duty  to 
bestow  upon  them.  It  cannot  require  argument  to  prove 
which  of  the  two  courses  is  motl  compatible  with  Ihe 
efficiency  or  respectability  of  the  State  Government." 

I  trust  the  Sistes  will  never  surrender  Iheir  dignity  or 
independence)  but,  considering  the  United  Sistes,  in  re- 
gard to  the  public  lands,  s>  a  mere  iruiter,  whose 
powers  and  duties  are  plainly  defined,  it  it  strange  It 
should  be  gravely  urged  that  there  is  any  thing  humili- 
sting  in  demanding  from  them  an  execution  of  tlie  irutt. 
The  States  apply  habituilly  lo  the  General  Government 
for  custom-house  a,  pati  offices,  post  roads,  and  other 
benefits  it  was  created  lo  confer,  without  being  tup- 
posed  Id  sacrifice  llieir  dignity.  Uut  they  are  to  be  re- 
garded at  mendicants  when  only  claiming  whit  is  bv- 

But  "money,"  we  are  told,  is  "power."  Will  the 
General  GDVernmtnt  iben  use  Ihii  power  more  judi- 
ciously or  more  honestly  than  the  States.'  It  would  be 
but  a  poor  compliment  to  Ihe  Stale*  lo  aay  *a.  And 
from  what  quarter  do  we  hear  this?    From  thoto  irbo 
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•re  willing  to  retiin  thii  corrupting  power  t'heniielTei, 
We  1i»r  ll,  too,  from  Slite*  vhieh  hold  large  portion! 
oF^liii  fund  of  corruption,  ind  btve  no  icruplei  to  re- 
ceive it  for  purpmei  oFiivterntl  improrement,  while  the 
Southern  Stitca  refuie  to  pirticipUe.  If  we  can  belhui 
Induced  Id  abandon  our  righti,  well  inijr  tbey  Uug^h  at 
ua  fur  our  fully. 

Another  objection,  of  a  timilar  character,  ia  the  ap- 
preheniion  that  Iheir  reapeclive  quolai,  if  receivfd  by  the 
Stalea,  may  auperiede  tlie  neceaaity  of  laying  (aset,  and, 
consequently,  relcaae  the  local  Legialatiirea  from  their 
reaponait>ility.  Thi*  b  certain!)'  ■  great  refinement.  A 
Sta<c  entitled  to  a  atim  of  money  aufBcient  to  relieve  ila 
cititeni  fur  yeara  from  burdenaome  taxation  Is  to  aar- 
render  it,  and  Iniiat  upon  being  tau^  by  their  Legida- 
turr,  without  neceaaily,  for  fear  of  releaaing  tbcm  from 

In  alating  hia  objeetioni  to  the  land  bill,  the  Preaident 
deacribca  it  aa-aaauminga  new  principle.     "Iti  object," 
he  laya,  "  i*  not  to  return  to  the  people  an  unavoidable 
aurphia  of  revenue  paid  in  by  them,  but  lo  create  a  » 
plua  for  dialribullon  among  the  Statea."    Such  a  syati 
fa  juati;  dennunoed.     But  the  objection  doea  not  apply 
lo  the  measure  now  contrmplaledi  the  Freiident  recog- 
niiea  the  propriety  of  diitributing  an  *■  unavoidable  aur- 
plua."     "  However  willing  I  mif(ht  be,"  he  layi,   "I 
any  unavoidable  lurplui  in  the  Treasury  ahould  be 
turned  to  the  people  through  their  Slate  Governme 
I  cannot  aatent  to  tlie  principle  ihat  a  aurplul  may  be 
created  for  the  purpoae  of  dintribulion."    But  now  thia 
"  unavoidable  aurplui"  ia  upon  ui.     We  are  not  propo- 
aing  to  raiae  money  for  diatribution..    It  ia  actually  in  the 
TreMury,  to  our  great  annoyance,  and  muat  cominuB  to 
flow  into  it  for  lix  yean  to  come.    Notliing  remaina  to  be 
done,enn(iaienlly  with  theviewiof  the  Preaident  himaelf, 
but  to  divide  what  we  cannot  avoid  receiving,  and  what 
■hould  not  be  permitted  to  accumulate,  or  be  waatcfully 
expended. 

It  ia  in  vain  to  apeak  of  the  abaurdity  of  raiaing  money 
from  the  people,  and  then  dividing  among  lliem  the 
■mount,  reduced  by  the  expenae  oF  collection  and  dia- 
tiibution.  It  ia  already  unavoidably  collected.  If  it 
were  reduced  lo  aeven  eighthi,  or  even  leat,  by  eipenaea 
or  otherwiae,  Ihey  ahould  no  more  object  to  iuch  deduc' 
tioTis  than  a  private  proprietor  should  refiiae  the  proceeds 
of  hii  property,  because  a  part  had  been  deducted  for 
the  expense  of  aelEing  it,  I'hcy  must  take  the  seven 
eighths,  in  that  case,  or  surrender  the  whole. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not  but  apprehend  that  the  ad- 
ninlstration  had  other  views  of  the  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  than  thoie  of  dividing  them,  or  distributing 
the  proceeds  pro  port  ionsbly  among  the  States.  A>  far 
back  aa  December,  1833,  the  President  speaka  of  them 
as  having  been  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  "For  (lie  pur- 
posea  of  general  harmony,  and  as  a  fund  lo  meet  the  ex- 
pense* of  the  war,"  and  adds;  "As  the  lands  may  now 
be  considcrrd  as  relieved  from  this  pledge,  the  object 
for  which  they  were  ceiled  having  been  accompliahed, 
it  is  in  the  diticretion  of  Congres  lo  diipoae  of  them  In 
auch  way  ai  beat  to  conduce  to  the  quiet,  harmony,  and 
general  intereal  of  the  American  people."  And  again: 
■■  It  aeema  to  be  our  true  policy  that  the  public  lands 
ahall  cease,  ■»  toon  u  practicable,  to  be  a  aource  of  rev- 
enue, and  that  they  be  aold  '.a  settlers,  in  limited  par- 
cels. It  a  price  barely  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  United 
State*  the  expenae  of  the  present  system  and  the  cost 
•riting  under  our  Indian  compact*."  The  advantages 
of  accurate  survey*  arc  pointed  out,  and  then  follows 
this  passigei  "  It  is  dniriiblr,  however,  that,  in  conve- 
nient lime,  thia  machinery  be  withdrawn  from  the  Stales, 
and  that  the  right  of  aoil  and  future  diaposition  of  it  be 
aurrendercd  to  ihe  Slate*  reapeclively  in  which  it  Ilea." 
Tbe  people  of  the  West  are  repretented  u  having  paid 


the  greater  part  of  forty  millions  of  dollara  for  the  pub- 
lie  Unda,  a*  havii^  by  iheir  labor  alone  given  them  remi 
value;  and,  afler  remarking  that  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  the  new  States  will  remain  longer  conlenled  with 
the  present  policy,  the  opinion  is  eipresaed  that  it  ia 
best  to  abandon  the  idea  of  railing  a  fuluVe  revenue  from 
them.  In  the  message  returning  the  land  bill,  the  Prcai* 
dent,  speaking  of  the  system  proposed  by  that  bill,  ap- 
peal* to  the  juat  men  of  the  West  to  reject  Ui  and  then 
declares  tliat  he  adhere*  to  the  opinion  expreased  in  hi* 
annual  meaaage  of  1E133,  "  that  It  is  our  true  policy  ibat 
the  public  land*  *b*ll  ceaie,  a*  aoon  a*  practicable,  to 
be  a  aource  of  revenue,  except  for  Ihe  paymeni  of  those 
general  chargea  which  grow  out  of  the  scquiaition  of 
the  landa,  their  survey,  and  aale/'  and  adds:  *'  I  do  not 
doubt  it  is  the  real  intereat  of  each  and  all  the  Stales  in 
the  Union,  and  particularly  of  the  new  States,  that  llMg 
price  of  these  lands  ahill  br  reduced  and  gradualedi  and 
tliat,  after  they  have  been  offered  for  a  certain  number 
of  yeara,  the  refuse  remaining  unsold  shall  be  abandoned 
lo  the  Statea,  and  the  machinery  of  our  land  system  en- 
tirely withdrawn.  This  plan  for  disposing  of  the  public 
lands  Impaira  no  principle,  violate*  no  compact,  and  de- 
ranges no  system." 

Thus  it  seems  that  Ihe  Presideol,  who  aaw  in  a  de- 
duction of  13J  per  cent,  for  the  new  Slates  ■  violation 
of  the  trust  the  Government  had  assumed,  can  yet  see 
none  in  surrendering  lo  them  the  whole.  But  tbe  jutt 
men  of  the  West  will  not  ask  )l(  their  sense  of  justice 
will  revolt  at  the  thou^ght.  The  forty  million*  thej 
have  paid  ha*  not  been  extorted  from  Ihem  in  tlie  way 
of  taxation.  They  have  received,  in  tbe  lands  thejr 
have  actiuired,  a  full  equivalent!  probably  three,  four, 
in  some  caaea  len>fuld,  the  vslue  of  their  money.  What 
would  be  thought,  among  individuals,  of  one  who,  hav- 
ing purchssed  a  small  portion  of  his  neighbor'*  land  fur 
lea*  than  ila  value,  should  set  up  a  pretension,  on  that 
account,  to  the  residue  of  the  irict?   The  Unilnl  Sialea 


not  much  more  than  halfihut  aumi  and  we  are  asked  to 
aurrender  perhaps  hundreds  of  millions  more  tu  the 
purcbatera,  provided  they  will  reimburse  the  eipentM 
incurred  in  surveying.  If  such  a  proposal  Were  not  » 
plain  violation  of  every  principle  of  juiiice,  a*  well  a* 
of  the  conipacts  entered  into  by  the  United  Stales,  it* 
gross  inequality  alone  would  condemn  it.  The  Slate  of 
Ohio,  fur  example,  with  a  million  of  inhabitants,  could 
only  g^et  about  live  mllliona  of  acre*,  ithile  Michigan, 
with  sixty  or  eighty  thousand  inhabilanta,  might  receive  ' 
about  seventeen  mllliona,  with  a  reversion,  upon  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  Indisn  title,  in  upwards  of  eighty  miHiona 
more-  Nor  have  we  any  right,  Hr.  Chairman,  strictly 
spesking,  to  reduce  the  price  of  public  landa  below  I  heir 
market  value.  Thta  is  but  another  mode  of  giving  them 
away.  We  hold  them  fur  the  common  benefit  of  all  Ihe 
Stales,  and  for  no  other  uae  or  purpose  whatsoever.  K 
liberal  policy  requires  nothing  more  than  that  we  ahould 
bring  ibem  into  the  market  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  ' 
settled,  n'>t  that  we  should  adopt  a  system  which  will 
throw  Ibem  into  tlie  hinds  of  speculators,  who  will  raiae 
the  price  upon  the  settlera.  The  States  alone  to  whom 
ihese  lands  belong,  in  their  character  of  aovereign  SlaIra, 
can  aulhoriie  a  surrender  lo  the  Western  people.  A 
just  participation  is  all,  however,  that  Ihe  new  Slates 
can  ask  in  Ihe  division  of  property,  once  excluaively  be- 
longing lo  Ihe  old  States,  and  generously  surrendered 
by  them  for  the  common  benefit  of  all. 

There  is  another  ground  upon  which  the  former  bnd 
bill  waa  opposed,  alluded  lobymy colleague:  it  isthepro- 
viMon  requiring  thai  the  funds  to  be  dtslributed  should 
be  applied  lo  education  and  internal  improvements. 
This  proviaioD  was  luppoted  to  reassert  the  priociple 
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ConUined  In  the  Hiytrille  Tmd  bill)  but  it  i*  onitled,  I 
Dndentand,  in  the  bill  now  berore  the  Senate,  and  Ihe 
objection,  of  courae,  ii  inipplicable.  Sucb  a  proTision 
ought  not  to  be  Kdoptedi  nut  merely  far  the  reuon  >,§■ 
•Igned,  but  becauie  the  fundi  riRbirutly  belong  to  the 
EtkteBi  and  the  Oeneril  GoTcrnment,  though  bound  to 
pay  them  over,  has  no  power  to  direct  the  nunner  in 
which  Ihey  ihull  be  u«ed. 

The  diilribuiion  of  the  Mirplu)  revenuo  ■mong  the 
Bttlei  WM,  evidently,  at  an  early  period  of  the  preaent 
B<l mi niit ration,  a  bvorite  meanire.  It  wai  then  warmly 
recommended,  upon  the  ground  that  if  retained  it  would 
be  injudiciuualy  and  improperly  expeBdcd  in  worki  of 
internal  improvement  The  ductnna  of  internal  im- 
prOTement  by  the  General  Government  wai  then  regard- 
ed with  alarm.  In  the  mcaaage  of  December,  1830, 
kfler  combating  that  doctrinr,  the  Preiident  alludea  to 
hii  plan  of  diitributing  the  aurplui,  and  Nyi:  "That 
the  plan  under  coniideralion  vuuld  decive  Important 
advaniagea  from  iti  certainty)  and  that  the  money*  let 
apart  fur  iheae  purpoac*  would  be  more  judicioudy  ap- 
plied, and  econi>mica1ly  expended,  under  the  direction 
of  tlia  State  Jrfrgislatureo,  in  which  errry  part  of  each 
State  ia  immedidely  intereited,  cannot,  I  think,  be 
double'."  But  (he  eaie  ia  now  altered.  Inilead  of 
disiributing  the  aiirplua  for  fear  of  it*  being  employed 
in  «chemea  of  internal  improTement,  the  diilribution  ii 
violently  oppoacd,  and  the  lurplui  li  to  be  retained,  for 
Ihe  purpoae,  among  other*,  it  can  tcareely  be  doubted, 
of  cirrymg  on  ihoae  acheme*  on  an  ezleniiTe  acale. 
Doca  my  colleague,  who  (o  warmly  oppoi«a  the  plan  of 
returning  to  the  people  any  portion  ofthe  money  ariaing 
from  the  lale*  of  their  landa,  deiire  tn  aee  it  thua  appro- 
priated.' Rallier  than  diatribute  it.  will  he  throw  ii  away 
wantonly,  or  leave  it  aa  heretofore  to  be  held  by  other 
Btale^  or  expended  in  internal  improvement*,  from 
which  the  Suulhern  State*,  Handing  on  their  conalitu- 
tional  intrgrily,  derive  little  or  no  ailvantager  But  the 
HaysTllle  veto,  it  leema,  ought  to  quiet  all  our  appre- 
heiiiiona.  Yea,  air.  Hr.  (Jlay,  he  tclla  ui,  declared 
that  internal  improvement  lay  crushed  beneath  the  veto. 
If  my  worthy  colleague,  inatead  of  relyii'g  upon  the 
gloomy  furebodlnga  of  Ihe  great  advocate  of  Ihi*  dnc- 
Irine,  bad  examined  into  the  facta,  he  would  have  arri- 
ved at  a  very  different  conduaion.  He  would  have  leen 
the  dootrina  not  only  livea,  but  fluuriahe*.  It  ia  true,  that 
petty  improvementa,  like  the  Hayavitle  road,  ^at  only 
cost  a  few  thouaand  dollars,  are  no  longer  regarded  ai 
lawful!  they  are  merely  local.  But  national  improve- 
roenl*,  those  that  connect  two  or  more  Slatel,  and  coat 
hundreds  of  thouaanils,  are  strictly  conatituliunal.  Yet 
it  ia  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  improvement,  however 
local,  that  may  not,  in  aome  degree,  be  atid  to  benefit 
the  vhule  Union)  or  any,  however  national,  tliat  will 
not  benefit  particular  portions  more  than  other*.  Every 
path  or  road,  however  amall,  lead*  to  aome  outlet,  and 
that  to  a  larger,  connecting  two  or  more  atatea,  aa  cer- 
tainly a*  every  apring  flow*  to  the  ocean.  But  the  im- 
provement ii  alao  legal,  even  though  wholly  within  the 
limiu  of  a  lingle  3Ute,  provided  it  be  below  a  port  of 
entry.  What  reason  there  ia,  why  an  ohatruciion  below 
a  port  of  entry  msy  be  removed  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
merce, and  not  an  impediment  above  it,  it  i>  difflcuU  to 
underiland;  or  why,  if  a  river,  as  ii  contended,  may  be 
improved  in  ita  natural  channel,  *  canal  or  railroad  may 
not  be  run  alongside.  The  State  of  Virginia  ia  now  en- 
gaged in  miking  a  connexion  between  the  city  of  Rich- 
tnond  and  the  mouth  ofthe  Kenawhi:  why  may  not  the 
General  Government  take  it  up,  and  extend  it  to  Pilta- 
burg?  Upon  the  principles  aaaened,  ihi*  improvement 
has  a  double  title  to  it*  pitronaget  for  it  i*  deaigned,  not 
only  to  connect  two  Stales,  but  also  two  port*  of  entry. 
Birt  ibere  is  notbing  in  iheae  mce  diitinctioiw.    Tbere 


are  no  limit*  to  the  doctrine,  or  rather  the  limit*  are  co- 
extensive with  those  of  the  Unioni  and  the  practice  haa 
kept  pace  with  the  doctrine.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  mjr 
colleague  lo  a  tabular  statement,  compiled,  apparently, 
with  great  care,  though  I  cannot  vouch  for  ita  accuracy, 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  i^ 
January,  183S,  to  show  bow  far  the  preaent  adminiitr*. 
tlon  i*  entitled  to  pru*e  for  having  cru^ed  the  doctrine 
of  internal  improvement. 

By  this  statement*  it  appears  that  the  whole  expca* 
diturei,  rince  the  origin  of  the  Goremtuent,  in  in- 
ternal improvement!,  (excluiive  of  the  Cumberland 
road,  the  Cheaapeske  and  Delaware  canal,  the  Lou» 
ville  and  Portland  canal,  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  Ulnisaippi,}  amounted  to' 
{1,373,315  46;  of  which  there  were  expended  during 
Mr.  JefTrrson's  adminiat ration,  B  year*,  fOOO.OOO  00 
Mr.  Madison's  do.  do.  316,777  H 

Ur.  Monroe'*  do.  do.  346,901  19 

Hr.  J.  Q.  Adam*'*    do.  4  yean,       l,O40,O4S  78 

And  the  firat  4  yaara  oT  Gen.  Jackson'*,  3,768,631  30 
more  than  double  the  amount  expended,  in  the  same 
lime,  by  the  preceding  administrstion,  and  nearly  two 
thirds  of  the  sum  expended  since  the  origin  of  the  Gir- 

Upon  Ihe  other  improvements  mentioned,  there  were 
eipended  f6,0OO,54J  9B|  of  which  were  expended  du- 
ring tlie  first  4  yeara  of  the  present  administration, 
13,768,631  20)  nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  amount. 

The  inequality  of  the  disbursement  1*  equally  remark- 
able. Ofthe  #4,373,345  46,  first  mentioned,  thetitatee 
of  Kentucky  and  South  Carohna,  it  appears,  received 
no  part,  and  Ihe  Slate  of  Vlrginis  the  paltry  lum  of 
#80  onlyt  and,  to  present  the  inequality  in  a  atill  more 
striking  view,  the  six  Southern  and  Southwestern  8'atca, 
(Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Siuth  Carolina,  Georgia,  ECen- 
tucky,andTenneaaee,)aharrd  among  them  #343,667  68, 
white  New  York  atone  reoelved  #416,371  76,  and  Ohio 
#859,134  64.  Upon  the  new  Siates,  especially,  hun- 
dreds of  thousand*  of  dollar*,  and  millions  of  acre*  uf 
land,  have  been  lavished  for  acliool*  and  colleges,  and 
works  of  internal  improvement.  These  donations  and 
eipenditurea  not  only  directly  added  to  their  wealth, 
but  indirectly,  also,  by  facilitating  their  commerce,  and 
enhancing  the  value  of  their  property,  while  the  old 
Slates — ind  among  them  those  by  whom  a  vast  domain 
was  gratuitously  aurrendered^erive  no  benefit  from  it, 
and  little  or  no  aid  of  any  kind  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Indeed,  while  they  bear  their  full  proportion 
of  the  aums  thua  expended,  their  capital  and  population 
are  constantly  templed  away  from  them  by  the  superior 
advantage*  be*towed  on  the  favored  regions  of  theWeat. 
We  do  not  repine  at  the  prosperity  of  other  Stalea)  we 
rejoice  to  behold  it.  But  poaaesaing,  a*  many  of  them 
do,  great  commercial  advantagea,  and  auperior  fertility 
of  *oil,  there  i*  no  reason  why  itiey  ahould  er^oy  more 
than  Iheirdueproportionaf  thecommonproperty.  It  is 
time  that  this  injustice  should  be  arreatedf  and  the  moat 
effectual  means  of  doing  this  i*  to  diatribute  the  fund 
Jurly  among  all. 

But  Ihe  enormous  increase  of  expenditure)  on  Internal 
impravement,  under  the  preaent  dominant  party,  i*  not 
the  only  instance  in  which  it  ha*  deviated  in  practice 
from  the  principlea  it  professed.  Thtse  principles  were 
proclaimed  in  the  report,  to  wtiich  I  have  already  allu- 
ded, mide  in  1836  in  the  Senste,(Mr.  Benton's,)  and  in 
this  House  in  1838,  (Hr.  Hamilton's.)     The  report  of 
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i  accompsnicd  by  six  bills. 
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Irinea  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  But  no  effective 
acheme,  Mr.  Ilamilton  told  ua,  could  be  expected  '■  with- 
out the  cordial  aid  of  ibe  Executive."    Well,  air,  "tbe 
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pari;"  ahortly  >(ter  came  into  powert  they  have  now  had 
■  fulliveep,  wilhui  Executive  of  tbeir  own  choowng',  Tor 
■even  ytwa\  and  wb>l  have  Ibeydonef  What  retrench- 
ipent*  hare  they  elTected.'  What  abuse*  reformed?  Ii 
it  nol  ■dtnllted  lb>t  our  ejpenditurcB  have  vaatly  iii' 
creased,  and  abusei  of  every  kind  multiplied!  Look 
only  to  the  expeniei  of  ConrrcH.  In  tiie  year  1834, 
the  appropriationi^  1ncludin|f  Dooki,  and  all  eonlingett- 
cies,  unieia  I  have  made  an  error  in  computation,  ex- 
ceeded a  million,  tt  n  true,  there  have  beeti  some  at- 
tetnpli,  in  a  Hnall  way,  at  retrenchment.  In  1329,  an 
cffurt  wai  made  to  effect  a  reduction  of  two  dollars  per 
day  in  the  pay  of  members  of  Con^reia,  after  a  certain 
period  of  the  leaaioni  but  it  failed  by  a  majority  of  two 
to  one.  The  next  leiuan  a  further  attempt  waa  made  to 
relreaeh,  by  diullowing-  nay  to  absent  meraben  during 
their  abaence.  A  reaolution  to  this  affect  actually 
paaied  (he  Itouie,  but  wii  lost  in  the  Senate:  and  thus 
•cents  to  have  ended  the  grand  icheme  of  retrenchment 
and  reform. 

So  fiar  from  remedyinK  abuiea,  every  obstacle  seems 
thrown  In  the  way  of  inquiry,  and  the  grossest  negligence 
is  evinced  in  regard  to  measures  of  great  public  interest. 
An  inquiry  wm  instituted  in  the  Senate,  as  early  ai  De- 
cember, 1830,  into  the  management  oi  the  Post  Office 
Department.  It  was  moved  again  in  the  Senate  on  the 
35th  June,  1834,  and  in  the  House  on  the  SGth,  a  few 
days  previous  to  adjournment.  The  Senate  committee 
reported  on  the  27ih  January,  1835.  The  House  commit- 
tee, having  bad  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess,  and  subse- 
quently during  the  sitting  of  the  House,  made  tbeir  re- 
port, or  rather  two  reports,  on  the  13th  of  February, 
1S35,  three  days  after  the  Senate  had  sent  down  a  bill 
changingthe  organizationof  the  Department.  That  bill, 
passed  by  (he  Senate  witliout  a  dlssentinr  voice,  was,  on 
the  13th  February,  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Committee, 
who  reported  it  on  the  31st,  with  an  amendment.'  I'hc 
amendment  waa  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  a  new  bill.  It  was  then  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  never  heard  of  again. 
A  vast  number  of  bills,  some  of  them  as  important  as 
any  ever  presented  to  Congress,  shared  a  aimiliar  UXc, 
I  will  mention  the  custom-house  bill,  the  patronage  hill, 
the  Judiciary  bill,  the  Ohio  and  Michigan  boundary  bill, 
the  depusiles  bill,  and  the  fortificiitiDn  bill.  Host  of 
these  had  been  matured  in  the  Senate,  and  only  awaited 
tlie  action  of  the  House.  Yet  they  were  all  swept  by 
the  board. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  (report  to  the  Sen- 
■(e>  suggested  changes  in  reapeet  to  the  number  and  com- 
pensation of  custom-house  officers,  whereby  an  annuKl 
saving  mifcht  be  made  of  (177,130.  This  report  was 
calUd  for  in  June  and  July,  1B33;  but,  owing  to  the 
burning  of  the  Treasury  building,  and  other  causes,  waa 
not  made  tillDecember,  1S34.  Such  is  the  derangement 
ofour  afTairs,  and  the  muhiplicilj  of  abuses,  aaaimostto 
defy  scrutiny  or  reform.  Why  hai  not  this  recommen- 
dation of  the  Secretary  been  pursued^  What  excuse 
can  be  made  for  permitting  this  immi:n9e  annual  loss? 

The  condition  of  the  public  depoiites,  too,  is  such  as  to 
demandsomc  measures  fur  their  security.  The  necessity 
of  regulation  upon  this  subject  has  been  repeatedly 
urged  upon  Congress  by  the  President.  I  will  do  the 
then  chairman  of  AVays  and  Means  (the  present  Speaker) 
the  justice  to  say  Iba',  during  tlie  laat  session,  he  frequent- 
ly pressed  It  upon  the  attention  of  '  ~ 
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cry  probability  that  the  present  session 
will  slsa  pass  away  without  any  effective  legislation.  To 
whom  is  the  neglect  to  be  ascribed }  It  must  be  charged 
upon  the  administration  party.  If  thai  pariy,  havingso 
large  a  majority,  cannot  get  on  witb  the  public  busincM, 
it  ia  time  they  sboutd  lurrender  it  to  thoie  who  can. 


Sir,  every  thing  is  conducted  upon  party  principlesi 
the  public  service  is  lost  sight  of  in  looking  (o  the  inter- 
ests  of  party.  The  Post  Office  reports  developed  the 
most  flagrant  abuses.  Frauds  were  detected  in  the  mode 
of  making  cnnlractsi  large  sums  of  money  were  borrowed 
without  lawful  authoriiyi  the  Department  converted  into 
a  party  machine;  appointments  and  removals  made,  not 
for  the  public  good,  but  In  subserviency  to  party ivievt. 
Yet  no  man  has  more  strongly  condemned  sucli  conduct 
than  the  Chief  Magistrate  under  whose  administration  it 
is  practised.     Hark,  sir,  what  he  aays  in  hit  letter  to  Col. 

party  spirit.  By  selecting  characters  for  their  probity, 
virtue,  capacity,  and  firmness,  without  respect  to  parly, 
you  will  go  far  to  eradicate  those  feelings  which,  on  for- 
mer occasions,  threw  so  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
Government,  and,  -  perhaps,  have  the  pleasure  and 
honor  of  uniting  «  people  heretorore  politically  divided. 
The  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great  atld  powerful  nation 
should  never  indulge  In  party  feeling.  Consult  no  partf 
in  your  choice."  In  one  sense,  indeed,  the  President 
has  conformed  to  the  recommendation  he  gave,  of  pay- 
ing no  respect  to  parly.  Since  (he  commencement  of 
bis  admrnistration,  his  cabinet  has  dtsplayed  all  the  colon 
of  the  rainbow.  Federal ista  of  the-deepest  dye  arc  se- 
lected for  the  highest  offices.  It  matters  not  whst  may 
be  the  political  complexion  of  the  aapirant,  provided  on^ 
that  he  shall  subscribe  to  the  infallibility  of  the  political 
pope, 

In  his  letter  to  the  Tennessee  Legislature,  the  PresH 
dent  warns  us  against  the  danger  of  appoiniin^  member* 
of  Congress  to  office.  He  expresses  the  opinion,  that )[ 
a  change  should  not  be  elTecled  in  the  constitution,  anil 
important  appointments  should  stitl  continue  to  devolve 
on  the  Representatives  in  Congress,  that  "corruption 
will  become  the  order  of  the  day,"  Tel,  what  former 
administration  has  so  frequently  eserciaed  (his  corrupt- 
ing p  owe  r  as  himself?  I  will  not  enumerate'the  instances. 
But  there  is  one  that  ought  not  lo  pass  unnoticed.  A  for- 
mer Speaker  of  this  House  (Mr.  Stevenson)  was  nomi- 
nated, while  presiding  over  its  deliberations,  to  a  foreign 
embassy.  It  appears,  by  a  rrport  laid  befbrethe  Senate, 
that,  shortly  after  the  close  of  a  previous  session,  in  which 
also  he  had  presided,  he  had  received  a  letter  notifying 
him  of  (he  Pre8iden(*B  intention  (o  nominate  him.  The 
nomination  was  rejected.  The  Senate  had  the  same  con- 
stitutional right  to  reject  as  the  President  to  nominate. 
Both  derive  their  power  from  the  same  clause  In  the  same 
instrument.  We  are  hound  to  suppose  the  nomination 
would  not  have  been  made,  had  not  the  public  Interests 
required  it.  Yet  the  office  was  permitted,  for  nearly  two 
years,  to  remain  vacant.  The  public  service  has  been  neg- 
lected, because  ihe  Senate  did  not  yield  obedience  to  the 
President's  will.  Recently,  he  tiai  renominated  Ihe  re- 
jected individual,  and  found  a  more  complying  Senate. 
In  thus  returning  upon  the  Senate  those  they  have  re< 
jecled,(andthiBis  not  the  only  inslance,)the  President  hH 
virtually  clutched  the  entire  power  of  appointment. 
Since  his  accession,  ttie  powert  of  appointment  and  re- 
moval have  been  exerted  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical manner.  In  the  Post  Office  Department  alone, 
the  report  of  the  minority  informs  us,  nearly  1,300  have 
been  swept  from  office.  This  pmscriptive  pohcy  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated.  It  Is  calculated  to  repress  the  in- 
dependent expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  men  in 
power,  and  to  rear  up  a  race  of  sycophants.  Yes;  ser- 
rility  has  become  the  passport  to  promotion,  the  point 
>f  honor.  And  one,  high  in  the  estimation  of  (he  donti- 
lant  party,  hsa  not  been  ashamed  to  utter  the  sentiment, 
hat  it  is  glory  enough  for  him  to  serve-^  man  tike  hioi 
lelf.     Sir,  it  is  a  sentiment  that  would  degrade  a  slave. 

Mr.  RuBiKTsoK  was  proceeding  with  his    remarki^ 
but  gave  way  to  a  motiofi  that  the  committee  rise. 
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On  the  tuececdinr  dafi  Mr.  Robuimr  reauroedand 
Goociuded  hi*  kimtei,  ■■  rullowii 

Ur.  B.  nid  he  had  kdverted  yeiterdif  to  the  inBtten- 
tion  of  Ihe  Houte  or  RepreaentatlviB  to  the  public  buii- 
neH,  mnifeited  in  Ibc  Tiilure  of  numerouf  imporiant 
meuurei  during  the  lut  •eulon,  ■nxny  of  which  b>d 
been  mitured  in  Ihe  Senitei  and  eipeciilljr  to  their  neg- 
lect in  reprd  to  the  Foat  OIBce  Department,  The  want 
of  reorganlKitioD  in  that  Department  had  been  Torcibl; 
repreaented  in  the  annual  meaiage  of  Decetnher,  1E!34. 


•pproaehed  the  cloae  or  another  aeiaion,  ana  nothing 
haa  been  done  to  rerorra  abiue*  unequiTocall;  proved, 
or  prevent  their  recurrence  in  future.  So  far  from  it, 
the  ehief  cleric,  ts  whom  much  at  ibe  blame  wa*  impu- 
ted, when  he  could  no  longer  be  retained  in  office,  wa* 
permitted  to  retire,  by  ■  reaignalioni  inatead  of  being  at 
once  diamiaaed)  and  the  head  of  the  Deparltnent  actu- 
ally promoted  to  one  of  Ihe  higheat  offices  in  the  gifl  of 
Ihe  Bicculive.  Sir,  it  ii  a  bad  precedent  tbui  lo  reward 
official  neglect.  Thii  officer  liaa  gone  lo  hia  grave.  1 
do  not  wiih  lo  war  with  Ibe  deed,  or  lay  any  thing  to 
wouad  the  fcelinn  of  hia  surviving  friend*.  Fran  what 
baa  beei»  aaid  of  him,  there  ia  reawn  to  believe  that  be 
wafone"more  sinned  againat  than  ajnning."  He  waa 
very  probably  the  dupe  of  olbert.  Indeed,  the  preaent 
incumbent  telli  ui,  aa  an  apology  for  hi*  failure,  that 
"  he  waa  too  good  a  man."  It  is  pity  the  public  interest 
■hould  auSer  fl'om  such  a  cauaei  and  fair  lo  preaume 
that,  following  (Mit  Ihia  idea,  care  baa  been  taken  to  guard 
uiftintt  a  NmiUr  error  by  selecting  one  no  baiter .llun  be 
Mould  be. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  appoiiiled  to  examine 
into  the  management  of  the  Post  Office  deured  to  ascer- 
tain the  reasons  of  the  unexampled  proacriplton  which 
trad  been  practised  by  that  Depsrtment.  Bui  ihey  were 
overruled  by  the  adminiatration  majority.  They  then 
limiled  their  inquiries  lo  specified  caaes.  T^ey  called 
on  Ibe  Postmsater  General  for  information  touching  the 
removal  of  Safford,  the  poatmaster  at  Putnam,  Ohio.  He 
•ent  them  aeieral  letters  relating  lo  that  subject,  which 
tbey  desired  to  put  on  file,  for  ttie  information  of  the 
Bouse  and  the  public.  But,  on  the  motion  of  Hr.Beirda- 
ky,  theae  letters  were  onlercd  to  he  returned  lo  the 
Poitmaater  General,  as  containing  "nothing  which  in 
the  slighteal  degree  impeacbes  the  molive*  or  criminates 
any  act  of  the  Postraaaler  General,  or  it  in  any  respect 
material  to  any  object  of  leglalation,  or  of  public  intereat 
or  concern."  On  thia  motion  tbe  yea)  were — Meaars. 
Ooniur,  Beardaley,  Hawea,  and  Stodderti  naya — Heaars. 
WhittlMey,  Everett,  and  Watmough.  Yet  we  are  in- 
formed that  those  letten  proved  that  Safford  bad  been  a 
friend  of  tbe  admin iatration,  and  that  an  application  waa 
made  fi»  hi*  removal,  on  the  ground  thai  he  wa*  not  a 
ml  auppoitar  of  il;  that  hia  friend*  opposed  hia  remo- 
tbI,  on  the  ground  that  he  waa,  in  fad,  a  aupporter  of 
the  administration  I  that  no  otiiei  cause  waa  aaaigned  or 
claimed  by  the  Postmaiter  General  to  have  exiiled. 
SaiFord  wm  removed.  Herron,  of  whose  political  faith 
tbe  report  lella  there  wa*  no  doubl,  waa  appointed  in 
hi)  place,  A  member  rcminda  me  (aaid  Ur.  R.)  of  Ibe 
■equel  of  the  atory.  Herron,  a*  might  be  expected  of 
ooe  who  could  seek  or  obtain  office  on  such  terms,  eon- 
■dered  the  public  money  as  hia  lawful  spinli,  and,  in  tlie 
brief  apace  of  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  dlasppeared,  a 
fiigiliye  from  justice. 

I  will  not  tediously  consume  tbe  lime  of  Ihe  committee 
in  enumerating  instances  of  similar  persecution.  I  will 
only  recall  Iheir  recollection  to  ilie  case  of  Hilchetl, 
pottmatter  at  Portland,  Hsine,  and  of  Wyman,  poaltnaa- 
ter  at  Lowell,  Uaasachusetta;  both,  it  ia  salil,  removed  to 
make  room  forpartiMos  of  tlie  idniinulrBtioD,  at  Itac  in- 


Btsnce  of  a  republican  meeting,  or  a  democratic  commit- 
tee. These  summary  proceedings  strongly  resemble 
those  which  are  said  lo  have  occurred  during  the  Span- 
ish revolution.  Men  were  taken  from  their  homes  and 
sboI(  when  the  paaaing  stranger  Inquired  the  cause,  he 
waa  lold,  tbey  wereahol  at  the  request  of  the  people.  Far 
woriC)  men  here  are  hurled  from  officei  tbey  and  their 
families  turned  adrifl,  perhaps  to  beg  for  their  bread, 
not  at  the  request  of  the  people,  but  of  a  democratic 
cammllteei  and  for  what  offencef  For  difference  of  po- 
litical opinion:  not  for  opinions  adverse  to  free  inatl- 
tutlonai  not  for  differing  about  principle^  but  about 
men.  Sir,  itia  a  vindictive  policy;  a  grinding  op preaaion. 
In  my  native  State,  some  jean  paat,  the  practice  of  du- 
elling, notwithstanding  the  moat  rigorous  penalties,  pre- 
vailea  to  an  extent  wElch  called  for  every  effort  to  sup- 
press it.  The  thought  occurred  to  our  legialaton,  of 
incapacitating  all  who  might  be  concerned  in  a  duel  from 
holding  any  office  under  the  Commonweallh.  The  ar- 
dent youth,  who  had  disregarded  the  threat  of  death, 
were  yet  unwilling  to  be  iligmallied  aa  a  degraded  eatit, 
and  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  serving  their  country. 
The  law  produced  an  effect  beyond  whal  waa  anlicipaled 
by  its  warmest  advocates.  From  that  day  Ibe  practice 
may  be  said  lo  have  ceased  within  the  limita  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. What  should  we  think  of  a  law  making  it 
an  offence  to  speak  freely  of  public  men  or  meaaure^ 
and  excluding  a  cltixen  from  office  on  that  account? 
Yet,  ur,  under  this  republican  administration,  those  who 
will  not  bow  down  before  It  are  subjected  to  this  penal- 
ty—a penalty  annexed  in  Virginia  to  what  ia  regarded  aa 
a  crime  against  the  Stalei  yes,  sir,  practically  d'lafran- 
chised— ai  effectually  aa  if  denounced  in  your  statute 
book.  The  Oovernmenl  that  does  this  is  a  practical  ty- 
ranny. It  I*  in  vain  thai  my  colleague  atlempta  to  juiiify 
it  by  quoting  Mr.  Madison's  authority  in  aupport  of  the 
power  of  removal.  He  ought  lo  have  recollected  the 
rcaaons  assigned  by  Mr.  Uadlion  for  having  no  fears  of 
Ihe  abuses  which  we  now  wiincas,  and  wbich  no  roan  can 
more  stroDgly  condemn.  I  beg  the  attention  of  my  col- 
league to  what  Mr.  Madiaon  sayai  "  It  is  coniended," 
(says  Mr.  M.)  ■■  that  Ihe  danger  consists  in  this:  that  the 
President  msy  remove  from  offlce  a  man  whose  merit  re- 
quirea  that  he  ahouhj  be  continued  in  it.  Let  u*  eonaider 
■... ......   _._  have  for  auch  an  abuse  of  power 


of  a  meritoHoiis  officer,  and  will  himself  be  removed  from 
bis  high  trust."  Again,  he  asys;  "I  own  it  is  an  abuae 
of  power  which  eiceedamy  imagination,  and  of  which  t 
can  form  no  rational  conception."  No,  sir{  Mr.  Madison 
is  the  last  msn  who  would  vindicate  the  outrageous 
abusea  practised  by  men  calling  themselves  democratic 
republican!!  He  believed  that  thai  which  has  been  done 
b;  the  Prealdcnt  and  hia  heada  of  Department*  would  be 
good  ground  of  impeachment  and  removal.  But  the  ad- 
ministration majority  sea  nothing  in  it  "in  Ihe  slightest 
degree  culpable,  or  even  of  any  public  illtereil  or  con- 
cern." He  could  not  conceive,  in  the  purity  and  aim- 
pliclty  of  hia  heart,  the  possibility  of  that  abuse  which  is 
now  hourly  prsctised,  and  slianelessly  avowed  and  vin- 
dicated. 

Among  other  subjects  of  great  Inleresl,  touched  uptm 
by  my  colleague,  waa  the  situation  of  the  public  money 
unce  the  removal  of  the  depoiitei.  I  have  no  intention, 
Mr.  Chairman,  of  entering  at  large  upon  the  queation  of 
the  legality  of  that  measure,  already  ao  often  and  ao  ably 
diacuiaed.  It  waa  condemned  by  my  own  State,  on  tbe 
ground  that  tbe  Prealdenl  had  transcended  hi*  authority. 
To  aay  the  leut,  he  exercised  a  doubtful  power,  in  vio- 
lation of  his  own  doctrine,  without  necessity.  ^  What  ju«- 
tificstion  waa  there  for  anticipating  Ihe  action  of  Con- 
grew  soDD  about  tolM  convened.'    Will  it  be  aaid  tbey 
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would  not  have  nnctionrd  (he  meunre?  Tcij  this  hu 
been  uid  hy  w»y  of  xpology  for  hii  t«kin|r  the  Uw  into 
hii  own  handi.  He  hii*  eren  been  ippUuded  fot  Otttj- 
\ng  thii  point  b*  lUpeneding  the  rightrul  lulharily  of 
CongreH)  complimented  Tor  hiving  schieTcd  ■  Tictory 
M  brilliant  M  that  of  New  Orfeans. 

The  law  orginiiing  the  Treuur;  Department  required 
that  the  Troiurer  ihould  receive  and  keep  the  public 
monef  a.  Afterward*  they  were  directed  to  be  dcpoaitnl 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststea,  unleii  the  BeerrtaTj 
of  the  Trcaiury  ihould  ctherwiie  order.  But  tbit  power 
waa  ID  be  ezereiied  by  the  Secretary,  according  to  h>> 
own  discretion,  and  wai  tnerely  prohiblturj.  The  for- 
tner  law  wm  unrepealed,  and,  upon  tuch  prohibition, 
tbe  duty  of  receiving  and  keeping  the  public  money 
■gain  devolved  upon  the  regular  officer,  the  Treasurer, 
to  whoDi  it  was  originally  awgned,  and  whoae  office  has 
never  been  dispenied  with.  Ho  power  was  ever  given 
to  the  Preaident  to  keep  it,  or  iransfer  its  euslody  to 
others.  Such  a  power  cannot  be  inferred  ftom  his  im- 
plied authority  lo  renuve  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Sir,  it  would  be  ai  logical  to  contend,  becsuae  be  may 
remove  the  officen  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  that 
he  bai  power  to  control  them  in  all  reapects,  and  to  re> 
quire  them  to  deliver  your  letters  or  mine  into  his  hands, 
or  thoae  of  hii  private  secretary. 

In  bis  latl  message  to  Congn-aa,  the  Preaident  tella  us 
that  the  conlroveriy  with  (he  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
"haa  resulted  in  severing  to  soma  extent  a  dangerous 
connexion  between  a  moneyed  and  a  political  power." 
Sir,  I  fear  it  has  only  cemented,  still  more  cloaely,  the 
bonds  of  that  dangerous  union.  It  baa  united  a  vaat 
moneyed  power  to  (he  political  power  of  that  Depart- 
ment, in  which  the  whole  executive  luthorily  is  wielded 
by  one  arm,  and  directed  by  one  will.  It  haa  broken  the 
connexion  between  the  Government  and  a  bank  with 


told,  ton,  by  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  bit  report 
of  the  lait  aeaiion,  that  bsnka  are  by  no  means  neceiaary 
to  the  Bical  operaliona  of  the  Government.  Little  failb 
is  due  to  the  sincerity  of  these  declsrations.  AI  leaat, 
no  pUn  for  effecting  Ihil  object  hsi  as  yet  ever  emanated 
from  the  Secretary)  on  theeontrary,  various  propoaition a 
at  the  laat  aeaaion  lo  obtain  hU  pun,  and  diipenae  with 
auch  ajgency — one  of  which  I  bad  myself  the  honor  to 
tobmit— were  M  OTemiled  by  tbe  administration  mft< 
jorily. 

The  condition  of  the  public  money  unee  tbe  removal 
of  the  depositea,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  baa  given  a  vaat 
acceasion  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the  Executive. 
An  increased  number  of  banking  corporationa,  with  sll 
their  oIBcers  and  stockholders,  is  now  deeply  intereated 
ill  the  distribution  and  use  of  ibe  public  funds.  Tbey 
look  for  faron^  and,  to  obtain  theip,  must  become  sup- 
porlera  and  p^tiami  of  the  adminl-.tration.  So  impor- 
tant is  the  exiiting  connexion  between  them  and  the 
Government,  that  aome  of  them,  it  la  aaid,  have  an 
accredited  agent  near  the  Tresaury  to  represent  their 
iotereatg. 


I  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  individuals.  But  what 
oecaaioned  this  necessity?  llie  President  brought  it 
upon  bimteir  by  bis  awn  unfawfut  act.  Sir,  it  is  a  start- 
Ting  poiition,  that  auiimed  by  my  colleague,  that  the 
President  poueuea  unlimited  aulhorily,  at  bia  mere  will, 
to  tranifer  the  whole  public  treasure  to  any  place  he 
may  think  fi%  or  even  commit  it  to  the  hAids  of  private 
individuals.  That  single  remark  ia  better  calculated  to 
show  the  enormity  of  the  power  be  baa  assunied,  than 


the  most  elaborate  argument.  No  one  distrusti  the  per- 
sonal inlrgrity  of  the  Preaident.  But  it  is  an  unsound 
and  a  dangerous  doctrine,  which  authorizes  him  or  his 
successor  to  intrust  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country  lo 
the  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  deposite  banks,  or  give  it  forsafe  keeping  to  the  Al- 
bany regency. 

Sir,  it  is  manifest  that  there  is  impropriety  and  danger 
in  the  preaeni  system  of  managing  tbe  pubric  treasure. 
The  Preaident  seems  conscious  of  this,  or  Brtda  that  he 
has  tsken  upon  himself  a  burdensome  duty.  Ai  far  back 
as  December,  1S34,  he  eamrstiy  invited  Congress  to 
make  aiitable  legi^itive  provisions  respecting  the  de- 
posites  in  the  State  banks.  But,  urgent  aa  Ibc  neceauty 
sppeara,  aa  yat  none  hare  been  adopted. 

I  cannot  omit,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice  another  fla- 
grant proof  of  the  nrrlect  of  the  public  intercata  by  the 
dominant  party.  I  allude  to  the  failure  of  the  fortifica. 
tion  bill  of  the  last  session.  Hy  colleague  has,  very 
properly,  left  Ihat  queation  lo  be  settled  liy  the  partlei 
concerned.  I  have  but  little  ta  <ay  upon  II.  It  haa  been 
fully  discussed.  The  loss  of  this  bill  has  been  made  tha 
subject  of  grave  accusation,  upon  high  authority,  against 
(he  Sena(e,  and  incidentally  against  the  minority  in  (hi* 
Honae.  The  charge  hu  been  me(  and  repelled.  It  hat 
been  ahown,  to  the  saliabclion  of  every  candid  man,  that 
the  blame  was  with  the  ruling  majority,  and  chiefly  upon 
the  chairman  of  our  conference  committee,  [Hr.  Cix- 
iK^Liaa.]  lltat  gentleman  was  directed  to  rrpoK  an 
agreement  of  tlie  committee,  but  thought  proper  to 
remwn  silent,  upon  a  gratuitoui  utumptioD  that  ther* 
was  no  quorum. 

[Ur.  CiMixsLias  Mid  he  had  not  made  a  mtuitaat 
aasumption.  The  former  Speaker  would  telF  the  gen- 
tleman there  waa  no  quorum. 1 

Mr.  RoiEBTSOK  resumed.  If  the  former  Speaker  were 
In  his  seat,  he  would  say  there  Wat  a  quorum  preaent 
when  the  gentleman  returned,  and  long  after.  The 
gentleman  had  inferred  there  was  no  quorum,  becauaa, 
only  one  hundred  and  thirteen  members  had  voted  re- 
cently before,  or  about  the  lime  of  his  return.  Nothing 
is  more  common)  it  is  a  tiling  of  daily  occurrence  that  a 
less  number  than  a  quorum  votes,  when  a  full  quorum  la 
actually  preaent.  But  who,  sir,  suthoriaed  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  decide  that  question?  It  was  his 
duly  lo  make  his  report,  or  at  leaat  lo  offer  to  do  ao,  and 
leave  it  to  the  Houae  lo  decide  whether  they  could  re- 
ceive it.  Any  fifteen  member*  might  have  compelled 
the  attendance  of  ahaenteea.  Seven  only,  at  moat,  were 
wanting,  in  addition  to  those  who  had  just  voted  oh  a 
resolution  before  the  Housei  and  it  ts  a  fact  shown  hy 
the  journals,  and  which,  perhaps,  has  not  been  diitinetly 
brouglit  to  the  view  of  the  committee,  that  on  a  motion 
to  adjourn,  made  ahortly  after,  thirteen  members  voted 
who  did  not  vote  on  the  retolulion,  showing  «il  over  a 
quorumi  and,  further,  that  on  the  final  motion  for  ad- 
journment, tweniy.<ix  member*  voted  who  did  not  vote 
en  the  resolution,  showing  a  number  within  tlie  control 
of  the  House,  when  the  chairman  returned,  and  who 
had  no  acruplea  against  voting,  of  nineteen  over  a  full 
quorum.  But  the  draien  waa  to  throw  the  blame  upon 
Ibe  odious  aensteg  and  this  meaaure,  sgreed  upon  in 
conference— a  measure  required  for  the  defence  of  Oe 
cnuntry,  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  the  Senate,  as  well  as 
the  minority  of  this  Home,  were  anxious  to  adopt— waa 
iuppresaed  and  lost  by  the  friends  of  the  adminialrstion, 
and  especially  in  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cawbbklibb.] 
For  myself,  sir,  I  would  have  voted  for  it  willingly  ia 
the  ahape  it  cnme  from  the  committee,  though  oppoaed 
to  the  contingent  appropriation  of  three  milhoni  which 
it  originally  conlslncd.  That  enormoua  approprialion 
wu  al  war  with  lound  republican  principlei)  nor  w*» 
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thera  ■nj'  occuinn  wliich  jiutified  it.  The  nimB  Hiitho- 
l^ed  fay  th«  bill,  without  it,  were  imply  uifficienl,  in 
cue  «*r  ibould  not  cniue;  and  if  tliatihouid  b>ve  leemed 
inevitable,  Confreii  muit  hire  conrened  before  (he 
rcaidue  of  Ihe  tpprapriation  could  hive  b^en  eihiuttnj. 
But,  *ir,  the  prinle  wishei  of  the  Freiident  hid  been 
■Mde  knoirn  and  circuUled  confidentially  amon^  Ninie 
of  the  membera  of  the  Houie.  Thii  i«  another  and  a 
atriking  proof  of  Ihe  ezerciie  of  executive  in6oence  over 
■la  deliberation  I.  The  constitulion  requirei  open  com- 
municitioni  from  the  PreaidenC  to  Con^eat.  If  the 
pncliccorinfluencing  members  through  private  unwrit- 
ten mpoagea  ahall  he  indulged  or  tolerated  here,  (here 
■)  an  end  of  Ihe  independence  of  Ihia  body.  It  will  be 
M  well  to  extend  a  little  further  the  itiodern  doctrine  of 
cipunfpng,  and,  in  addition  to  the  clause  requiring  holh 
HouMl  (o  keep  a  journal,  to  expunge  thai  which  de- 
clares that  Conffreas  shall  Mirmble  at  lea<l  once  in  every 
year.  It  would  be  better  at  once  (a  adopt  Ihe  advice  of 
Major  Downing,  and  diapenie  with  lo  luperSuous  a  na- 
shiner)'. 

No  iBan  can  view  without  apprebeniion  Ihe  rapid 
growth  of  executive  power  and  influence  since  the  sc- 
ceaiion  of  ihe  preacnt  sd ministration,  nor  wilhout  being 
Mriickwith  the  contrast  between  the  republicaniim  oF 
1798  and  the  Jackaon  democracy  of  1836.  I  have  al- 
ready alluded  to  the  celebrated  reports  made  in  IB36 
and  1838,  ssierting  the  dt*ctrines  of  the  old  republican 

Early,  ind  Iheir  plans  of  retrenchment  and  reform.  I 
eg  leave  to  advert  to  some  of  ihelr  leading  principles 
«nd  views.  [Mr.  R.  read  passages  frnm  the  reporti  of 
Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  illuatnlive  of  Ihe  tenets 
of  the  republicin  party.]  Tea,  sir,  Ihe  old  republican 
party  were  the  advocates  of  economy  in  expendilurcsi 
they  spprehended  danger  from  the  enormous  power  of 
the  Esecullve,  resisted  iii  encroachment!,  and  denounced 
its  abuwsi  above  all,  they  carneitif  deprecated  the  em- 
l^oymenl  of  a  Government  press.  I  aik  the  especial 
•iteniion  of  the  commitlee  to  ihe  eloquent  remarks  of 
the  author  of  Ihe  report  of  1838,  whose  aincerity  none 
will  question.  [Kr.  K.  read  a  painge  from  the  ipeecli 
of  Mr.  Uamillon,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  Februsry,  1827.*] 

1  can  add  nothing  to  ihe  force  of  the  argument  here 
presented.  But  how  hare  these  doctrines  been  carried 
out?  At  Ihe  last  lesiion  orCongressa  reaolution  waa 
offered  to  exclude  all  persons  concerned  in  public  jaur- 
nala  from  any  share  in  ihe  printing  required  for  the 
Government.  Another  resolution  (which  I  had  myaelf 
the  honor  to  submit]  proposed  to  diipense  wilh  the  office 
of  printer  lo  either  House  of  Congress)  to  proride  that 
all  printing  on  public  account  should  be  done  by  con- 
Iradi  and  to  exclude  from  any  participation  all  who  held 
^ce  under  the  Government.  You  well  remember,  sir, 
the  fate  of  these  propositions.  In  a  report  drawn  by 
yoorsetf,  the  proposed  exeluaion  of  Ihe  editorial  corps 
was  described  as  an  unconslitutlonal  proscription.  Tet 
to  my  mind  il  seem*  clear  thai,  if  we  have  Ihe  power  to 
create  the  office,  we  hare  the  right  lo  determine  its 
quilificitifma.  We  may  admit  or  exclude  aliens  or 
minora,  wiibout  violiiing  Ihe  consiilutioni  and  if  so, 
may,  upon  the  same  principle,  exclude  editors  or  ofGcers 
of  Govemntcnt,  if  tlielr  appoiniment  be  Incompatible 
with  the  nalure  of  Ihe  office,  or  injurious  to  the  public 
intereila.  Theae  propoailiona,  like  most  other  altempls, 
during  the  present  sdminlstralion,  to  carry  into  practice 
the  docirinea  of  reform  ao  ably  maintained  by  the  old 
republican  parly,  were  put  down.  The  ofBce  of  printer 
to  the  House  at  Representatires  has  been  bestowed  upon 
Ihe  official  organ  of  the  Bicculivei  upon  Ihe  editor  of  a 
paliiical  journal  deroled  to  the  indlicriminale  support  of 


Ihe  dominant  parly  and  abuse  ofthe  oppi>sItinn.  Has  a 
solitary  instance  ever  occurred  in  which  that  Journal  haa 
denounced,  or  even  quealioned,  an  executive  measure! 
Yet  he  will  receive  frnm  the  public  Treasury  probably 
not  less  than  eighty  or  one  hundred  thousand  dollan 
siinualiy,  and  realize,  it  is  iiippnsed,  a  profit  exceeding 
tlie  salary  of  Ihe  highest  officer  of  the  Government. 
There  is  danger,  sir,  in  thus  aeleelin*  Ihe  organ  of  the 
Eieeutive  as  Ihe  officer  of  the  Houic  of  Representatives. 
It  brings  into  too  close  asiocialion  departments  wlilch  tha 
public  interests  as  well  as  the  conalitution  require  should 
be  lepsrate  and  distinct  Nor  is  this  all.  Let  any  man 
look  to  the  Blue  Book,  and  compare  the  number  and 
compensation  of  public  priritera  in  ISST.  when  reform 
was  ao  urgently  demanded,  with  thoae  inlB35  and  1836, 
and  he  will  have  still  stronger  evidence  of  the  diffVrenco 
between  profession  and  practice.  We  have  heard  moch 
ofthe  danger  oF  aslsndiii|(  military  forcet  sir,  s  slsnding 
army  of  venul  editors  is  far  more  dsngernus  to  liberty. 
Force  may  be  repelled  by  force,  and  the  arm  of  one 
msn  who  sirikea  for  freedom  may  prevail  sgiinst  a  host 
of  msrcenaries)  but  the  press,  when  suosidiied  by 
power,  misleads  the  judgment  and  corrupts  the  heart. 

In  further  proof,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  our  departure 
from  tound  republican  doctrines,  ind  of  the  increasing 
influence  of  the  Executive,  1  beg  lesve  to  mention  a 
practice  which  seems  to  me  of  dangerous  tendency, 
worthy  of  our  aerioua  notice.  II  has  been  often  asserted 
in  this' hall,  that.  In  appointing  commilteei  ofthe  House 
of  Representatives,  members  should  be  selected  who  are 
in  hsbits  of  intimate  intercourse  with  the  President  and 
heads  ot  Departnenia,  or  acceptable  lo  them.  If  such  a 
practice  has  prevailed,  as  it  is  aaid,  or  is  now  gaining 
ground,  it  is  time  to  arrest  it.  The  Executive  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  organization  of  either  House  of  Con- 
grcts.  Their  functions  are  difTerent)  and  this  attempt 
to  unite  them  would  be  equally  at  war  with  the  spirit  of 
our  instilutioni,  and  destructive  ofthe  beat  intereati  of 
the  country.  How  would  it  sound,  were  it  propoaed  lo 
make  a  legal  or  conatilulional  provision,  giving  [he  nomi- 
nation of  our  standing  commilteea  to  the  President  or 
his  cabinet*  Would  it  not  utterly  prostrate  the  inde- 
pendence of  Congress'  And  if  so,  ought  a  proceeding 
lo  be  Bsnctioried  by  usage,  which  no  republican  would 
consent  lo  establish  by  law?  Such  a  course  gives  to  the 
Executive  Ihe  inilislion  oFall  laws.  With  (he  power  to 
initiste,  and  the  conslilulional  veto,  what  barrier  ia  there 
against  absolute  power  in  the  Executive  deparlmeRt? 
Thisvelohlsbeeneierted  wilh  unusual  frequency  durinr 
the  present  administration,  and  even  rudely  threaiened 
in  advance.  By  a  document  laid  on  our  desk*  during 
the  present  session,  we  are  told  that  the  President  an- 
nounced his  determination  lo  apply  it,  unleaa  Congress 
should  adopt  a  particular  courae  touching  the  Ohio  and 
Michigan  controreray.  Sir,  such  an  intimation  ought  lo 
beregardedaianaflront  to  tbe  dignity  and  independenea 
of  Congress. 


they  have  practised?  They  lall  us  ofthe  victory  of  New 
Orleans  and  of  the  victory  over  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales.  For  the  militsry  services  of  General  Jackson 
none  is  more  willing  lo  tender  him  til  gratitude  snd 
honor.  I  could  rejoice,  too,  sir,  at  his  victory  over  the 
bank,  bad  It  not  been  aeoompanied  by  Ihe  assumption  of 
dsngeroua  powers,  and  followed  by  a  vast  acceuion  to 
the  already  overgrown  authority  ofthe  Gxeculire.  But 
it  is  to  Ihia  or  other  meaaurea  of  the  adm I nial ration  the 
dominant  party  have  ascribed  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country.  Bir,  the  prosperity  ofthe  oouniry  cornea 
from  other  sources.  A  higher  power  baa  made  the  nin 
to  shine,  and  the  ahowera  to  descend,  and  rewarded  the 
■kill  and  likduilry  of  our  citiieiHb     They  claim  credit, 
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t«o,  for  the  Dnyment  of  the  nalioiul  dtbc.  The  preleu- 
iliui  it  eqiult]'  unfounded.  Tou  miy  u  veil  ucribe  it 
to  the  clerk  who  paid  the  money  it  the  counter.  The 
idu  i*  M  ludicroui  u  Ihkt  of  (be  old  man  who  ucribed 
th«  ihoali  in  Stndwich  haven  to  the  building  aFTenter- 
den  steeple.  When  Sir  Thoinu  Hoare  inquired  of  thii 
old  ciiiien  (thlnUnj  him,  fron  hii  grcti  age,  moKlike- 
Ij  Id  know)  the  ciuie  why  Sandwich  haven  wai  ob- 
Hnioled  by  und,  hie  iniwer  vtM,  "  Sir,  I  am  an  old 
nuuii  tad  I  think  that  Tenierden  iteeple  it  (he  cau»e  of 
the  Qoodwin  aandi."  "And  pray  what  If  yourreaion," 
•aid  Sir  Thomia  Uoore,  "for  thinking  thiif"  "I  im 
Mold  man,  «ir,"  wid  be,  "*nd  1  may  remember  tbe 
building  of  tbe  iteeple,  and  I  may  remember  when  there 
waa  no  iteeple.  And  before  ihe  iteeple  wa>  built,  there 
wai  DO  manner  of  (peaking  uf  any  fliti  orianda  that 
•topped  the  ha*eni  and  therefore  I  think  tbe  building  of 
Tenierden  aleeple  ii  the  cKUie  of  the  deitroying  of 
Sandwich  haven."  So,  lir,  we  all  remember  when  tbii 
adminiil ration  came  ini  and  we  all  remember  there  wa* 
then  a  national  debt)  and  ws  all  knov  the  debt  ia  now 
paid;  but  the  adininialrvtion,  neTerlhetei*,  no  more  paid 
tbe  public  debt,  than  Tenterden  iteeple  filled  Sandwich 
haTen  with  und. 

Nor  can  I  aMent,  Hr.  Chairman,  to  the  high  commend- 
ationi  beitowed  by  my  colleague  upon  the  policy  pur- 
•ued  by  Ihe  adminiilration  in  relation  lo  Ibe  recent  eon- 
troveny  with  France]  nor  it[ree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jabtii,]  orotbera,  who  represent  it  ai 
the  univcrtal  belief  of  me  mb  era,  towarda  tbe  close  of  Ibe 
tut  aeaalon,  that  war  would  eniue.  If  that  wai  the  opin- 
ion of  member^  I  can  only  aay  member*  did  not  ipeak 
what  they  believed.  It  ia  true  none  could  know  bow  ftr 
nib  couniela  on  cither  aide  might  carry  uai  but,  at  Ibe 
period  alluded  to,  no  immediate  colluion  wa«  anticipa- 
ted. Ii  it  rorgollcn  that  Ihe  Senate  had  unanimoualy 
adopted  a  reaolution,  declaring  that  "there  wainooo< 
oaiion  for  any  legialitive  meaaurea  in  regard  to  the  atate 
ofaffajra  between  the  United  Statei  and  France,"  and 
tbal  a  reiolulion  to  the  aame  effect  had  been  offered  by 
one  of  my  colleaguei  [Hr.  Pittob]  in  the  House  of 
Kepreicntativei'  la  it  tormlten  that  our  then  chairman 
of  Foreign  Relallona  himaelf,  [U r.  CiiiaaiLa>s,]  in  hii 
report  to  the  Hotiae,  declared  that  there  waa  "  aatiaftc- 
tory  evidence  that  Ihe  French  GovemmenI  denrcd  that 
tha  indemnity  ahould  be  paid,  and  reaion  to  hope  that 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  would  faithfully  diacharge  the 
obligalioni  of  France  to  the  United  Stateaf"  Thii  re- 
port waa  made  on  the  37lh  February,  four  daya  only  pre- 
Ttoua  to  our  final  adjournment.  ¥e^  notwithitanding 
tbeobvioui  propriety  of  affording  aome  lime  for  deliber- 
fttioni  notwithitanding  the  chairman  had  been  apurred^ 
goaded,  I  may  aay,  by  tbe  venerable  gentleman  from 
HaMachuaetti,  [Hr.  AsAKa,]  ho  withheld  Ilia  report  till 
within  a  few  dayi  previoua  to  the  conilitutional  termina- 
tion of  the  aenion.  With  theae  proob  before  vi,  how 
can  it  be  laid  there  waa  at  that  time  even  a  general  ex- 
peelation  oF  war!  For  one,  I  could  not  bring  myaelf  lo 
beTiere  in  the  probabllily  of  luch  an  event.  War,  air! 
lor  what  >  We  have  beard  of  wan  of  ambition,  of  con- 
queil,  of  revenge,  of  policyg  but  who  ever  heard  of  a 
war  of  etiquelte?  And  yet,  aubiequent  negutiationi 
rendered  it  but  too  probable.  Sir,  biitory  afibrdi  no  In- 
stance of  two  civilized  nation*  placed  in  a  aituation  ao 
rtdibuloui,  and  at  Ihe  aame  time  lo  peritou*.  We  were 
brought,  by  tbe  raihneia  and  folly  of  thoae  to  whom  we 
had  iniruatcd  our  deitiniei,  to  a  point  from  which  it  waa 
minoua  to  advance,  and  diagraceful  to  retreat)  and  we 
were  matched  from  Ihebnnk  of  the  precipice,  not  bf 
Ihe  good  aenae  or  ability  of  our  negotiatora  on  either 
■idc,  but  by  the  kind  officea  of  a  friendly  Power,  or  the 
providantial  interference  of  Heaven. 

But  my  colleague  deniei  that  tlu  Preiideiit  Kcom- 


mended  repriMh,  or  that  repriaab  are  cauae  of  war.  I 
confea  I  wat  aurpriied  at  thii.  When  heihall  read  the 
menage  again,  be  will  find  that  tbe  meaiure  waa  recom< 
mended  in  terma  too  atrong  to  admit  of  doubt,  tt  ia 
true,  the  Preiident  leavea  the  time  to  be  decided  upon 
by  Congreai)  but  he  followi  up  Ihii  conoeaaion  with  an 
explicit  opinion  that,  if  the  kppropriatian  should  riot  be 
made  "  at  the  next  lenion,  every  day'a  delay  on  our 
part  wouhl  be  a  atain  upon  our  national  honor;"  and 
addi:  "Since  France,  in  violation  of  the  pledgei  given 
through  her  minister  here,  haa  delayed  lier  final  action 
■o  long  that  bet  deciiion  will  not  probably  be  known  in 
time  to  be  conmunlcated  to  tbia  Congrea^  I  recommend 
that  a  law  be  paaaed  authorizing  repriaali  upon  French 
property,  in  oale  proviaion  ihall  not  be  made  for  the 
payment  of  the  debt  at  tbe  approaching  aeaaion  of  ibe 
French  Chambera."  Sir,  it  li  irapoauble  to  doubt  th< 
meaning  of  thii  recommendation,  or  not  to  know  that, 
had  it  been  adopted,  we  should  now  have  been  In  the 
midit  of  a  bloody  war.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  repri- 
aala  are  no  cauie  of  war;  it  matter*  not  what  may  be  the 
doctrines  of  Fuffendorff  or  Valtel:  the  first  blow  that 
ahould  have  been  itruck,  on  the  ground  of  repriaab, 
would  have  been  inatantly  retaliated. 

Hy  colleague  seemed  conscious  of  this,  and  willing  to 
excuse  the  administration  by  imputing  the  danger  of  a 
colliMOn  with  France  to  the  oppoiilion,  or  the  oppoaitioa 
papers  in  this  country.  He  referred  to  an  article  in  lh« 
National  Intelligencer. 

[Ur.  Gablahd  briefly  explained.  The  articles  in 
Ihe  National  Intelligencer  perslited  in  tbe  aaaertion  that 
the  meiaage  conveyed  a  menace,  and  that  the  French 
Government  ought  ao  to  consider  it|  and  Ihey  aUo  atatad 
tliat  the  people  of  the  Unlied  Stales  would  not  austaio 
their  own  Executive  in  his  recommendations.  Be  had 
not  said  ■  word  about  the  motlvea  oTlhe  patties  but  bad 
staled  tbe  fact  ai  it  waa] 

Hr.  UoaiBTaoR.  Sir,  leinnot  believe  that  the  French 
Government  consulted  Mesffi.  Gale*  b  Scaton,  to  know 
what  was  due  to  itaelf,  or  as  guide*  to  direct  it*  eourte. 
The  Preaident  and  his  parly  diaclaimed  all  intention  of  a 
menaccj  and  it  ia,  indeed,  •  flattering  compliment  paid 
fay  my  eolleague  lo  the  Intelligencer  to  luppoie  that 
more  credit  waa  attached,  in  France,  to  tbe  viewaand 
alatemenla  of  thai  paper,  than  lo  thoie  of  the  Executive, 
ill  lupporters,  and  its  official  organ.  But  we  have  peaoei 
and  rest  the  blame  where  it  may  of  having  endai^red  it, 
we  have  all  catise  to  rejoice  at  it)  restaraiioo:  doubly  lo 
when  we  look  to  the  manner  m  which  the  petty  war  in 
Florida  has  been  conducted.  Underthi*  military  admin, 
iilrationwchareseenthreemsjorgenetali,  withaforceoC 
■ome^welve  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  employed  aninst 
afar  inferior  force  of  Indiana.  A  gallant corpa  of  up- 
warda  of  one  hundred  of  our  countrymen  haa  been  cut 
off  almost  to  a  man.  In  tbe  brief  space  of  two  or  three 
monlhi,  we  have  appropriated  upwards  of  eleven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollarsjsnd  if  reports,  apparently  autben. 
tic,  are  to  be  credited,  to  aueh  extremities  have  our 
troops  been  reduced,  that  Ihey  hsve  been  under  the  ne-  < 
cewity  of  ibooling  away  Ibe  tncci  of  their  wagons  for 
ammunition,  and  uiing  their  bones  for  food. 

Ur.  Chairman,  I  am  senaibte  of  having  too  long  tre» 
passed  on  the  indulgence  of  the  committee.  Some 
apology  will  be  found,  I  trust,  in  the  vast  number  of  im- 
portant topic*  brought  under  discusainn  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me.  1  have  endeavored  lo  touch  then 
as 'briefly  as  possible.  Before  taking  my  seat,  Ihere  is 
one  other  mbject  on  which  I  beg  leave  lo  say  a  few 

Uy  colleague,  in  the  coune  of  hia  remarki,  directly 
brought  into  view  Ibe  approaching  preMdentlal  elcoUon, 
and,  to  my  great  lurpriae,  enterM  Into  a  TiodicatioB  oT 
the  BaltlsKwe  ctuoui. 
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al  Jfpnpriation  Bill. 


[H, 


'  [Ht.  OAaiAiD  expUincd.  He  Mid  lie  iMd  not  intro- 
duced the  Hibjecti^  but  refcfred  to  Ihem,  in  reply  to 
the  gciHUniBn  Troni  TenneMee,  Mr.  Btu.] 

Ur.  IbiB»TiD>.  If  the  K*unllc^  wm  Ihnnro  down  on 
the  Dociide,  it  wh  readily  taken  up  on  Ihe  otbcr.  I 
impute  no  bluDB  to  my  colleaguei  but  If  It  wu  lawful 
Sot  him  lo  reply,  I  preiume  I  have  ■  light  lo  Totlaw  him. 
I  agree  with  venilenen,  ibtt  this  h>U  oughl  nol 
to  bie  cwrcrted  into  aa  eleotionearing  arcnat  but  it 
U  a  whoiesMBc  pncticc,  Mr.  Chairman,  occationally  to 
Nriew,  with  the  uIammI  freedom,  the  courM  and  peiicy 
eflbe  Gorernment!  to  examine  how  farihey  accord  with 
IboM  fuitdamental  prineiplea  of  which  my  collea^e 
■peaki,  aadon  whi«h  out  inilitutioDi  are  founded  i  to 
glMrdagainattheapprciacheior  defpotirai.  Nur  ihould 
we  be  deterred  from  thia  review  because  lome  of  tij^ 
topic*  which  lie  in  our  way  maybe  thought  to  bear  oti 
the  preteniiona  of  candidalea  for  tite  preaideocy. 

Sir,  in  my  humble  j  udgraenl,  there  hai  been  a  palpa- 
ble and  dangeroua  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the  Prendent, 
to  interfere  in  the  approaching  eleclion  of  hi*  aucceiaor, 
and  to  give  the  influence  of  hi*  name  and  power  lo  the 
aupport  of  hi*  favorite  candidate.  The  charge  of  dicta- 
tion, I  know,  ia  denjedg  but  the  letter  itaelf,  containing 
tbe  denial,  leave*  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  attempt 
waa  made,  aa  far  aa  it  waa  prudent  to  make  it.  I  requent 
that  the  Clerk  nay  read  it.  [The  Clerk  read  the  follawingr 
leuer  from  Oen.  Jackwrn  lo  the  Bev.  Jamea  Gwin.] 

"  WiHisBTOV,  FOniary  33, 1835. 

"  Ut  Bar.  Six  I  obierved  ia  the  National  Bepublican 
of  the  10th  instant  an  article  beaded  'Qeneral  Jackson's 
Preference,'  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  notice. 

"All  my  frienda  know  that,  since  I  have  been  in  Ihe 
executive  chair,  I  have  carefully  abilained  from  an  in- 
terference with  the  elective  franchisei  and  have  inraria- 
bly  acted  upon  the  principle  that  lo  the  people  belonged 
the  ezerciae  of  ihia  aacrnl  right,  uninfluenced  by  any 
ooniiderations  but  thoee  which  related  to  Ihe  public  gooi. 
And  yel  the  editor  of  this  paper,  professing  to  entertain 
great  respect  fur  my  character,  undertakes  to  connect 
WM  peraonally  with  an  attempt  to  divide  the  great  body 
of  republicans  in  the  choice  which  they  are  to  make  of 
a  Prciidenti  and,  by  way  of  giving  effect  to  his  insinua- 
tion, appeals,  in  the  language  of  my  bitterest  enemies, 
here  and  etiewhere,  to  lAe  independence  of  Ihe  people 
••  a  ahiekl  againct  'my  dictalion,'  which  he  auppuie* 
nwy  be  attempted. 

"  Every  one  must  see  that  the  proreiaions  of  the  edi- 
tor in  that  article  are  made  to  take  the  form  of  friend- 
•bipt  in  order  that  he  may  more  aucceufuUy  carry  out 
his  purpose  of  opposing  Ihe  great  republican  principle* 
which  I  have  endeavored  lo  advance  aa  President  of  the 
United  3utes|  and  one  of  which,  not  to  say  the  moat  Im- 
porUDt,  is  the  necessity  of  loDkiny  above  persons  In  any 
eaigeney  whloh  threaten*  the  sicendency  of  tbo»e  prin- 
ciples. All  my  friends  must  perceive  that,  to  be  consis- 
tent, my  preference,  as  far  as  men  are  concerned,  ought 
lo  be  for  him  ibat  is  most  likely  to  be  the  choice' of  the 
great  body  of  Ihe  republicanii  snd  yet,  if  this  individual 
ahuuld  not  be  Judge  White,  Ibe  editor  of  the  Republican 
)•  ready  to  cry  out  'dictation.' 

"Under  such  circumstiinceB,  seeing  also  that  there 
are  various  miirepreaentalioM  of  my  views  on  thit  sub. 
jeet,  1  commit  this  letter  lo  your  discretion,  in  order 
thtt  you  may  do  me  juttlce. 

"  You  are  at  liberty  to  aay,  on  all  occasions,  that,  re- 
garding iha  people  aa  the  true  aource  of  political  power, 
I  am  always  ready  to  bow  lo  their  will  and  to  their  judg- 
ment) that,  discarding  all  personal  preferences,  I  con- 
nder  the  true  policy  of  the  friends  of  republican  princi- 
ples to  send  dek^tes  fresh  fnim  the  people  lo  a  gen- 
eral contrentlon,  for  the  .purpose  of  selecting  candidate* 


for  the  presidency  and  vice  presidency)  and  that  to  im- 
pcacb  that  selection  before  it  is  made,  or  to  rcsirt  it  when 
it  is  fairly  made,  ai  an  emanation  of  executive  power,  It 
to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people,  and,  la  effect,  to  op> 
pose  their  right  to  govern. 

"  I  send  the  psper  containing  the  article  I  refer  to. 
and  request  you  to  show  this  letter  to  the  editor,  in  order 
that  be  may  no  longer  misreprcwnt  me.  Acknowledg* 
the  receipt  of  this  Tetter. 

I  am,  ia  haste,  your  friend, 

"ANDBBW  JACKSON. 
"  The  Ber.  Jambs  Gwtir, 

"y<uhfiik,  Tbift." 

Hr.  R.  continued.  Thi*  letter  has  been  published  by 
authority.  The  writer  had  too  much  tact,  he  knew  too 
well  the  character  of  thoae  with  whom  he  had  to  deal, 
to  venture  on  an  absolute  command.  Tbe  American 
people  ma^  be  led<  thej^  cannot  be  driven.  But  he  an- 
nounce* his  preference  in  language  too  plain  to  be  mis- 
understood. Tbe  expression,  "and  if  that  preferenea 
should  not  be  for  Judge  White,"  remove*  all  doubt  upon 
this  aubject.  Why  ws«  thi*  preference  disclosed? 
What  occasion  was  there,  if  the  object  wa)  merely  to 
disclaim  all  intention  of  interference,  to  allude  to  hia  ia> 
dividual  preference*  or  objection)?  .Can  thp  design  be 
doubted'  But,  sir,  he  goes  farther.  He  pointa  oat 
plainly  Ihe  manner  in  which  that  <le«gn  i*  to  be  sccom- 
pli*hed.  It  is  true  he  professes  to  bow  to  the  will  oftha 
people.  Few  men  hare  ever  attempted  to  control  or 
sway  the  people,  but  by  courting  their  confidence  and 
invoking  their  aid.  Bonaparte,  Cesar,  .Cromwell,  all 
bowed  to'the  will  of  the  people.  What  could  a  sinri* 
man  effect  against  apposing  multitudes?  Yes,  air,  lie 
regards  the  people  as  the  source  of  political  powerj  he 
does  not  mean  to  dictate,  but  he  considers  tbe  true  poli- 
cy of  the  friends  of  republican  principles  to  send  dele- 
gates, fresh  from  the  people,  to  a  general  convention, 
for  the  purpose  of  seleciing  candidates  for  tbe  preaidency 
and  vice  presidency.  Here  is  no  interference)  the  Pre*- 
ideni  only  give*  hi*  opinion  of  the  true  policy  which 
the  friend*  of  republicui  principles  should  pursue,  and 
then  tells  us,  "that  lo  impeach  that  aelection  before  k 
il  i*  made,  or  lo  resist  it  when  it  i*  fairly  msdc,  as  an 
emanation  of  eieenlive  poWer,  is  to  assail  tbe  virtue  of 
the  people,  and,  in  effect,  to  oppose  their  rightto  govern." 
Now,  sir,  wte  it  not  universally  known  who  was  tbe 
President's  choice?  Does  any  man  doubt  that  he  meant, 
by  Ibe  "friends  of  republican  principle*,''  hi*  own  aup- 
porters  and  the  friends  of  Ur.  Van  Buren?  Was  not  the 
fact  that  the  convention  was  aclually  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  nominating  Hr.  Van  Buren  aa  well  knowa  be> 
fore  the  nomination  as  after? 

If  any  doubt  existed  previously  of  the  disposition  of 
the  President  to  Interfere,  the  publication  of  this  letter 
utterly  dispelled  il.  Ii  means,  in  plain  English,  I  prefer 
Mr.  Van  Buren  a*  my  auceefsort  I  recommend  a  con- 
vention  to  nominate  him,  and  r^ard  all  who  shall  op- 
pose the  nomination  as  enemies  of  the  country.  How 
my  collesgue  and  his  political  friends  In  Virginia  will 
reconcile  their  disobedience  to  the  will  of  their  chief,  I 
know  nol.  It  is  true,  they  seem  willing,  for  the  mott 
part,  to  concur  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Burent  bul 
they  could  not  go  all  lengths.  They  may  be  brou^l  to 
support  for  Ihe  presidency  a  Missouri  reslrictionist,  ■ 
supporter  of  an  odious  tariff,  and  of  iherightof  Congreit 
to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District)  but  they  have  ventured 
to  resist  the  nomination,  for  Ihe  inferior  office  of  Vice 
President,  of  one  whoee  tjiriff'and  internal  improvement 
doctrine*  surely  cannot  be  more  difficult  to  digest.  Tea, 
they  not  only  dared  to  impeach  thi*  nomination  before  it 
waa  made,  hut  have  resUted  it  unce.  1  fear,  air,  they 
must  be  regarded  by  the  fidlhful  aa  deserters  from  "tbe 
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pirtyi"omtlicrIlru>tth«f  willirorthey  would  dcMrre 
honor  initead  of  cennire  for  dcterting  ■  pirtf  which 
hu  deterlcd  iti  principles. 

When  ve  reflect,  Mr.  Ch»irm»n,  upon  the  »»»t  m»g:- 
nllude  of  tlie  powen  wielded  by  Ihe  Hlxeeutive;  the  in- 
fluence exerled  over  both  Houmi  of  Con^ris,  in  the 
telecUun  uF  commitleei-,  in  the  uie  of  Ihe  teto,  in  the 
nominition  of  mcTnberi  to  oSieF,  tind  in  (ubilintiilly  ss- 
tiiming  Ihe  entire  power  nf  appointmenli  when  we  we 
the  connexion  egubllshed  between  the  monef  ed  upiUI 
of  the  country  and  llie  political  power  of  the  Executive, 
and  the  enormous  pBtruna|;e  beitowed  by  the  Govern- 
ment upon  the  political  preu)  when  we  coniider  the 
boat  of  <>fficen,  civil  and  mirilary,  who  draw  Ibeir  daily 
aubnitence  at  the  will  of  the  Preiident,  and  hii  power 
to  atrike  off  rrrry  officer  from  Ihe  roll*  of  the  army  or' 
navy,  without  e*rn  the  Tormatity  of  a  trial  <  more  eipeci- 
•Ily  when  we  behold  the  manner  in  wbidi  theie  powert 


are  cxerciiedi  we  haye  but  loo  much  cauae  lo  entertain 
appreheniioni  for  ibe  duration  of  our  inalllutiona.  Lct- 
iah  «ipenditur«(  ire  authoriied,  encroachment!  eicuaed, 
BbuKa  jualified.  Inquiry  even  auppreued:  and  alt  Ihia  by 
a  party  calling  tliemaelve*  democratic  rf  publicinii  aU 
for  the  ;oud  or  the  people)  In  the  name  of  Ibe  "demoe- 
raeyt"  yea,  air,  of  the  modern  drmocracy,  whom  yoa 
may  behold  rolling  along  the  broad  irenuei  of  this  city, 
in  aplendid  coachea  with  white  aervinta  in  lirerifs,  throw- 
ing dual  in  the  facca  of  the  ariilocracy  Iraveraing  the 
(ide-walka  on  foot.  Abuiea  and  aaaumpliona  of  pow- 
er have  other  objecta  than  the  good  of  Ihe  penple.  Nor 
are  they  who  pnciiae  them  enii'lrd  to  the  name  of  re- 
publican*: they  have  but  aaiumed  ihe  name,  the  heller 
to  aaaall  Ihe  principles  of  republlcannm.  The  wolf,  dii- 
guiaing  himaelfin  the  fleecy  coat  of  Ihelamh,  ha*  gained 
admittance  to  lb e  fold,  and,  aaiumlng (he riglHiora  con- 
queror, riot*  in  the  ajSoili  of  victory. 


'  Statement  referred  to. 


States,  &C. 

Jpfferson. 

Madison. 

Monroe. 

J.  a.  Adama. 

Jaekaon. 

Total  in  each 
SUIe,  Ter- 
ritory, &c. 

1802tolB09. 

1810101817 

1818  to  1825, 

1826  to  1829 

1S30  to  1333. 

Maine        - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

#47.176  27 

#108,177  74 

#155,354  01 

Hew  Hampahtre    - 

33,529  76 

35,559  76 

Masaachuaetl* 

#37.019  20 

170,322  61 

148,397  10 

335,739  00 

Bhode  laland 

200  00 

30  18 

230  IS 

Connecticut 

25,889  14 

31,609  15 

47,498  2ff 

New  T.rk 

4,1S6  79 

170,033  11 

373,089  86 

446.271  7« 

New  Jeraey 

100  00 

100  00 

Pennsylvania         - 

\*.m  19 

28,221  49 

12,200  00 

34.841  6S 

Delaware  . 

34,313  00 

569,858  03 

604,371  03 

Virginia     - 

~ 

80  00 

80  OO 

North  Csroljna      ■ 

29,840  00 

167,733  00 

197,573  00 

Georgia     - 

7,314  68 

10,400  00 

17,914  68 

TennesM* 

200  00 

S7,000  00 

27,200  00 

Ohio 

OIS,563  78 

87,117  93 

160,378  61 

396,139  29 

859,134  61 

Louisiana  • 

6.435  00 

40,118  96 

46.553  9« 

Indiana      . 

82,748  12 

S3.319  37 

135.398  28 

270,465  77 

MiMiMippi 

13,780  26 

37, 5U  12 

12.479  62 

65,771  00 

Illinois 

1,208  51 

6,791  49 

500  00 

72,876  00 

81.376  00 

Alabama    • 

43,473  67 

47,233  06 

77,953  47 

159,978  90 

HisaouK    - 

13,063  48 

11,509  61 

19,893  44 

44,467  53 

Michigan  . 

3,072  IS 

19.451  4! 

121,500  68 

305.104  34 

Arksnasa   - 

3.323  82 

44,151  38 

73,320  85 

120,798  05 

Florida      - 

31,931  00 

71,024  16 

8ft,417  36 

188.373  72 

DlaUicI  of  Columbia 

- 

- 

- 

376,630  00 

376,630  00 

Totals       - 

- 

216.777  24 

346,901  19 

1,040,045  78 

2,768.621  20 

4.373,345  46 

Annua)  average     - 

- 

27.097  16 

43,362  65 

360,011  44 

693,155  30 

«1^20I  90 

659,048  30 

1,054,961  00 

715,343  00 

1,380,074  43 

3,723,530  63 

Chesap'ke  and  DeEa.  canal, 

192,500  00 

357,500  00 

450.WK3  00 

Diamal  Swamp  canal, 

200.000  00 

300,000  00 

Lnuisville  and  Portl'd  canal, 

233,500  00 

233,500  00 

Cheaap-ke  and  Ohio  canal. 

!00,000  00 

799,000  00 

999.(00  00 

Navigation  of  Hiasiaiippi, 

- 

- 

18,272  47 

153.043  18 

214,197  68 

394,513  33 

14,301  90 

875,835  39 

1.612,634  66 

2.808,333  95 

3,051.893  31 

10.372889  1.1 

Oetieral  annual  average,   - 

«1,775  24 

(109,478  19 

#201,579  33 

#703,083  49 

#1,365,473  33 

Exiraet  Jnm  a  apw cfl  of  Mr.  namiUoa,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, dtKeertd  in  the  Beiue  of  Btprttentaiiea,  Hi- 
ruarg,  1827. 
"  But  here  an  importani  question  ariars.     la  it  neces- 

aaty  to  the  harmonious  actiun  of  the  different  branches 


of  our  Government,  that  the  Executive  ahould  have  a 
Governmrnl  press,  lo  be  paid  for  by  Ihe  penple  out  of 
the  public  coffer^  to  auaiain  the  measures  of  Ihe  admin- 
ialralion,  whether  right  or  wrong'  Diagiiiae  il  a*  you 
""""   "'"  "  '"  pretty  nearly  Ihe  inquiry  we  have  lo  aellle. 
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GorarnoKnt  »  to  nouriih  in  venil  (ccord  e'lghly-two 
prcsw*  in  our  eountrj',  to  pr»l!e  every  tiling  the  lilmin- 
uttition  (houtd  do,  and  lubject  their  propnetori  to  the 
ponimliment  of  the  loi»  of  thii  piitron*|^  if  they  d»re  to 
eeniure  its  meMures,  Ihii  form*  dislincily  i  Government 
preu,  which  ii  more  ilanning  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  than  the  oi^nintion  of  the  whole  of  Gtnersl 
Brown'i  mny  of  sis  thouund  men,  formed  into  s  ii^ard 
of  the  palace.  Let  me,  moreover,  say  that  a  coiiirol  of 
thia  *ind  over  the  press  it  more  danicmus  to  its  liberty 
than  most  of  thcdo^pnaaof  the  lavoMibet  expounded  by 
the  mnit  lubservient  minion  of  power.  The  liberty  of 
the  pre*)  is  tiuble  to  abuse  by  a  corruption  of  it*  purity, 
when  bad  public  men  and  bad  public  mpauires  are 
praised.  And  when  the  Government  becomes  the  pay- 
master for  these  services,  the  evil  ia  infinitely  auj^mented. 
For  what  are  the  servicea  which  the  press,  under  such 
cireumstinccs,  is  expected  to  render  as  a  return  for  the 
partial  kindneas  of  the  GovernmentF  Why,  to  cover  all 
their  approaches  to  arbitrary  poweri  to  defend  each 
messiire  of  misrule  and  corruption)  la  find  cscuset  and 
Ipolo^es  for  every  set  of  imbeciliiy,  although  the  inter- 
ett  and  honor  of  the  country  may  be  jeoparded  by  Iruo- 
rance,  apathy,  or  neglec'i  but,  above  all,  to  subject 
thoie  who  do  not  think  'the  eiiiHn|^  powen'  cntilltd  to 
the  eonfldrnce  oF  the  people,  to  the  most  unaparing 
calumny  and  abuse.  If  eighty-two  presses  can  be  made 
to  apeak,  ai  it  were,  in  one  voice,  that  all  that  Govern- 
ment does  ia  eicellent,  and  alt  that  those  who  are  np- 
poaed  to  then  aay  ia  false  and  factious,  this  «anatant, 
combined,  and  concerted  langui^  will  soon  have  a  ten- 
dency to  make  those  who  hear  little  else  believe  all  thia 
is  true.  Nor  do  the  pernicioua  coniequencea  of  the 
venal  praise  of  a  diilemperrd  press  stup  herei  those 
who  Rotem,  read,  almost  exclusively,  these  sickly  and 
pervFi^ed  organs  of  public  opinion,  and,  therefore,  want 
the  wholesome  chaititement  and  aalulsry  bilter  of  a  free 
preaa.  It  must,  therefore,  be  obvious  that  there  cannot 
well  be  a  greater  abuse  of  the  press  than  when  it  is  de- 
voted to  an  unmerited  praiae  of  public  men,  atid  is  an 
eril  in  its  constquences  far  more  injurioua  than  the  tin- 
■let^ted  censure  of  good  men)  as  truth  will,  in  the  end, 
do  the  latter  justice,  whilst  the  former,  through  corrup- 
tion, has  worked  its  mischief  past  remedy  or  atonement. 
"If  these  be  the  legitimate  consequences  of  a  Gov- 
ernment press,  are  they  esaential  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  balance  of  the  executive  authority,  either  again 
the  other  branchea  of  the  Government  or  the  peopit 


r  presi 


B  free,  t 


<n  stands  as  good  a  chance  with  the  peopFe  a« 
their  opponentsi  they  have  the  same  field,  the  tame 
engines,  and  (he  tame  arbitrators.  If  Iheir  measures  are 
Just  and  wifie,  they  will  iriumphi  if  the  contrarj-,  they 
will  br,  as  iliey  ought  to  be,  defeated.  To  avoid  this 
eonsequencr,  ought  the  Government  to  have  a  merce- 
nary sqiiadroii  to  pervert  thai  by  which  the  measures  of 
a  free  Qiivernment  must  aland  or  fallf" 

When  Mr.  HoaaaTaon  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
CocnmUtee  rise,  as  before  atited — 

Mr.  CAHBUELENG  rose  to  say  that  he  and  many 
others  were  anxious  to  be  he»rd  upon  this  question  i  but 
the  debste  upon  general  subjects  had  cnnlinued  so  long 
upon  this  bill,  that  not  only  was  Ihe  public  interest  suf- 
fering  greatly,  but  in  a  few  dayi  not  a  dollar  would  be 
left  in  the  Treasury  fbr  the  support  and  pay  of  the  navy. 
He  had  determined  to  waive  his  right,  which  he  wished 
to  rxeicite,  frun:  penonal  coniidersilons,  to  apeak  upon 
this  bill;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  immedialtly  pssiedi 
in  which  case,  he  would  pledge  himself  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  make  a  million  appropriation  for  the  increase  of  the 
army,  which  would  open  all  the  Subjects  connected 
with  the  conduct  of  the  adminiatralinn.  Such  a  bill 
would  be  reported  by  the  Comnitiee  of  Waya  and  UeMi*. 


Mr.  PEYTON  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  authorized 
by  his  parly  to  bring  in   such  a  bill  fur  the  express  pur- 
pose of  opening  a  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  adminif. 
tralion,  or  whether  he  acted  from  personal  coniidf  tationa. 
Mr.  CAMBKELf.NG  said  he  acted  as  the  organ  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  compriaed 
individuals  of  both  parties*  but  if  the  gentleman  frona 
South  Carolina  belonged  to  the  party  which  wished  to 
stop  appropriations,    he  did  not  think    there   Wai  an/ 
member  of  that  parly  on  the  committee. 
Mr.  STORER  insisted  on  his  motion. 
Mr.  CAHBRELRFiG  said  he  waa  Inttracted  by  Iha 
jmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  aay  that,   to-mor- 
row, when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  shall  have  Con> 
eluded,  if  the  question  could  not  be  taken,  and  Ihe  de. 
bate  upon  the  bill  stopped,  he  ihnuld  ask  the  House  to 
drschsrge  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  to 
pedite  the  public  business. 

Hr.  STORER  again  inaiiled  that  hia  motion  should  b« 
puti  and  having  be«n  pul,  the  committee  rose. 
Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Mr.  HAN^EGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Ihia 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAMS  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  House 
would  conlintie  in  aession  half  an  hour  longer,  in  urder 
to  take  up  bUKiness  which  would  eicite  no  debate. 
Mr.  EVANS  withdrew  the  motion  lo  adjourn. 
Mr.  ADAMSproposedthat  the  bills  on  the  Speaker'! 
table  should  be  taken  up.  He  said  it  frequently  hap- 
pened that  a  member  ws*  exhausted  before  the  House 
was  exhaualed,  and  in  this  case  it  was  customary  for  lh« 
House  to  adjourn.  In  conaequence  of  this,  the.  House 
was  occupied  four  days  in  hearing  one  speech  i>n  a  mo- 
tion lo  strike  out  sixty  thousand  dollars  from  a  bill. 

The  CHAIR  aald  that  it  would  require  the  auipension 
of  the  order  lo  take  up  any  bill  after  one  o'clock,  except 
the  appropriation  billai  but  it  could  be  done  by  consent. 
Hr.  WISB  objected  to  taking  up  buKneia  at  this  lata 
hour  of  the  day,  when  there  washardly  a  quorum  present. 
Mr.  Sl'ORER  moved  to  suspend  the  rulea  for  the  pur- 
pose of  Uking  up  bills  on  Ihe  Speaker's  Ubie,    which 
would  produce  no  debate,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Hr.  WISE  moved  an  aiijournment,   and  thereupon 
asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nayat  which  were  ordered. 
The  motion  was  rejected:  Teas  40,  nays  91. 
Hr.  WISE  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which  motion 
was  not  agreed  lo, 

Several  bills  were  then  read  a  third  tiine  and  paned. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

WaDnaaDiT,  Aran  6. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  j"int  resohition: 

Raoletd  by  Iht  Smolt  and  ftautt  nf  Stprrimfalivt* 
nf  Iht  United  Slala  of  America  in  Congrtu  iUi«mi/cd^ 
1'hal  BO  much  of  Ihe  third  sectiun  of  the  set  eniilled 
"An  set  ina king  appropriktiuns  for  the  civil  and  dip. 
loiiislio  rxpenies  of  Government  for  the  year  1835,"  aa 
provider  tlisl  the  whole  number  of  cuslom-houie  officers 
in  the  United  Slates  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1854,  shall 
not  be  increaard  until  olherwise  allowed  by  Congress, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  suspended  until  the  further 
action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HARPER  opposed  the  reiolulion,  on  the  ground 
nf  inform-lion  which  he  hail,  that  there  were  now  in 

needed.     He  Ihouglit  the  limitation  of  pu\fer  to  appoint 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  i I  mijiht  be  that  there  were 
"fficers  of  Ih^  customs  sufficient  for  the  service  in  Phila- 
delphia, but  he  knew  that  in  New  York  and  Boston 
'  there  waa  great  delay  and  mucb  inconvenience  occk- 
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MDed  to  the  inercl»nts  by  the  defieiencj'  of  ■  proper 
Duntber  of  cuitoin-bouM  officer*.  He  mid  he  had  re< 
Ceived  many  letleri  making  terioui  comptainta,  and  he 
thouglil  Ibe  raiolution  ougitit  to  be  paMcd  immediately, 
and  without  clebiie.  Ha  gave  ilao  a  Matement  of  the 
iocreaae  in  the  commerce  of  Boilon  for  (be  !ait  aii 
yean,  durio^  which  time  no  addition  had  been  made  Id 
the  Dumber  of  officer*.  The  number  of  entries  had  in- 
created  fifty  per  cent.,  and  tbe  revenue  had  more  than 
doubled  lince  1330.  Thia  would  ahov,  be  thought,  to 
the  aatiiraetion  of  the  Houae,  either  tbal  tbc  ofBcera 
were  toe  nuneroua  Id  1S30,  or  there  abouki  be  mora  ap- 
pointed n«Wf  and  be  thought  tha  latter  propoaitJon  (be 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  conlrmed  Mr.  LAWBiicB'a  re- 
mark in  relation  to  New  Xark;  and  atated  that,  oving 
to  the  extraordinary   inSux  of  buaincM,   and  the  de- 
ficiency of  officera,  the  collector  waa  obliged  to  aaaign 
one  inapector  to  three  ahipi. 
Some  other  deaultory  debate  took  placet  when 
Mr.  WHITTLESEY  Mggeated  that  it  might  nol  be 
eompetent  to  the  Houie  to  auapend  the  operation  of  a 
law  by  reiolutlon,  but  that  it  abottid  ba  done  by  a  bill. 
Hf.  ADAMS  supported  ihia  view. 
Mr.  8U1HBSLAND  then  moved  to  amend  the  rew- 
lution  by  itriking  out  the  word  ■■  KMolvcd,"  and  in«<rt< 
ing  the  worda  "  Be  it  enacted,"  tic.  ao  >a  to  make  it  a 
bilJ)  and  alao  to  itrike  Out  the  worda  "  until  the  further 
action  of  Congrea*,"  and  iniert  "until  the  end  of  thii 
•eiaion  of  Congreas." 

Both  Iheie  amendmenta  were  adopted,  and  the  reao- 
lutJoB  was  ordered  lo  he  engroned  for  a  (bird  reading, 
and  tbe  bill  waa  lubaequenily  paucd. 

PURCHASE  OF  BOOKS. 
Mr.  BRIGQS  moired  to  auipend  the  rulei  for  tbe  pur- 
poae  of  offering  the  following  reaolution: 

AmJm4  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Houae  be  autboriied 
■nd  required  to  furniih  the  new  memben  of  the  tw< 
fourth  Conerea*  with  the  aame  booka  fumiahed  I 
nembcra  of  the  twenty-third  Cougreaa, 

It  being  tuggottd  that  a  aimilar  reaolation  waa  on  the 
Speaker'a  table,  Mr.  Uaiaaa  varied  hi*  motion  ao  aa  to 
take  up  ttiat  reaolution^  which  motion  wai  agreed  to. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  TenneMce,  objected  lolbe  panage 
-  of  the  reaolution,  and  felt  it  hi*  duty  to  make  a  statement 
to  the  Houae  of  the  eipenditurei  which  would  iriie  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  reaolution.  He  bad  examined  into 
the  subject,  and  cauaed  ■  statement  to  be  made,  ahow- 
ing  the  book*  that  would  be  printed  and  purehaaed  under 
the  reiolution,  and  he  found  it  would  cause  a  reprint 
of  eighty-four  volumes,  which  would  cost  the  sum  of 
^,041  16;  and  under  it  (he  Clerk  of  tbe  House  would 
purohasefifty-fourvolumea.now  in  print,  or  preparing  for 
tbe  press,  coaling  the  sum  of  f63,938;  making  an  aggre- 
gate eipendilure  of  near  one  hundred  thousand  dollarsi 
■Baking  over  one  thuuasnd  dollar*  in  books  to  each  of 
tbe  liev  members  of  the  present  Congrea*. 

Mr.  J.  read  *  catalogue  of  the  books,  and  (be  cost,  ai 
eatinuted  by  one  of  the  Clerks  of  die  House,  as  follows; 
iBoiBsoti's  reaglution  will  cause  a  reprint  of — 

Cost  estimated. 
7  vol*.  Does.  of3d  session,  33d Cong.  -  f3,U8  50 
4  do.   Elliot's  Debate*        -  -  •     l,3jr  50 

3  do.  Manuhcturing  Documents,  -  .  891  00 
37  do.  Does,  and  Jour,  lat  Sets.  23d  Cong.  13,475  10 
19  do.    Diplomatic  Correspondence  ■     4,845  06 

9  do.   Journal  to  1815,       -            -            .  4,455  00 

1  vol.  Land  Laws  -            -            -            -  693  00 

IS  vols.  Docs,  and  Jour.  3d  seal.  33d  Cong.  5,34S  00 

4  do.  Journals  to  1778      •            •            •  1,980  00 

"  WS.041  16 


1  dn. 

1  do. 
20  do. 
90  do. 


Wtfktinprinl. 
I.  Doc.  Hi*,  of  U.  B.  Bank,  at      . 

I.  Register  ofDebalea,  at   6S       e 
.  Livingston's  Code,     at      5 
I.  Com.  Regulatiuni^     It      5 
Peck's  Trial,  at      5 

Cobb's  Manual,  at      1 

Amer.  Stale  Paper*,  at  337  40 
Doc.  His.  U.  SUtes,  at  330 


-  t445  50 
h,     7,435  00 

495  00 
495  00 
495  00 
390  00 

-  33,513  eo 

-  31,680  00 
163,938  10 


Mr.  J..aaid  many  of  the  bnok*  wbich  would  neceaaari* 
ly  be  reprinted,  if  the  reiolutinn  was  adopted,  were 
wholly  Qseleis,  and  would  never  be  read-  He  referred 
lo  the  volume*  of  the  dncuments  of  (he  first  ttmitia  of 
the  laat  Conirress,  containing  the  panic  memorials  sptd 
the  names  of  the  memoriallslt^  and  also  those  containing 
the  name*  of  the  pensioners.  He  thought  the  thousand 
dollara  could  be  at  well,  much  better  expended,  liir  (h* 
benefil  of  new  member*  in  purchasing  other  books  of  a 
different  character.  Mr.  J.  rcRTetted  placing  himself 
in  a  posllion  in  which  he  might  have  the  sppeannoe  ot 
acting  unkindly  to  the  new  member*  oflhepreaent  Con- 
gress. He  felt  it  hia  duty  (o  resist  such  an  Bpp}io()Oa 
ofthe  publication  heretofore  as  welt  aa  nowi  he  had  uni- 
formly opposed  all  auch  propoaiiions,  frwn  the  lime  he 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  and  he  expect- 
ed to  do  so.  If  Congress  should  purchase  and  present 
books  to  the  membera  of  Congress,  they  should  be  re- 
ttlrned  to  the  public  library  upon  the  expiration  of  their 
reipective  terms,  for  (he  use  of  their  successors,  The 
resolution  seemed  plauaiblr,  in  placing  (he  new  mrmberm 
upon  the  same  footing  with  (hememben  of  Ihelah  Con- 
gres)|  it  was  apptrent,  however,  that  they  could,  with 
the  same  propriety,  claim  as  many  books  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  Congress  who  had  served  fifteen  or 
twenty  year*)  and  all  our  tucceaiors  upon  this  floor  ni^bt, 
with  the  aame  propriety,  make  the  tame  claim.  He  felt 
it  hi*  duty  to  make  these  itatemcnta  to  the  Houte,  and 
he  should  ask  the  privilege  of  recording  hi*  vote  in  im- 
position. 

Mr.  INGBRSOLL  (who  originally  ofTered  the  resolu- 
tion) Slid:  I  introduced  thi*  resolution,  not  so  mtich  firom 
any  impulses  of  my  own,  as  in  compliance  with  the  withes 
of  other*,  who,  like  myself,  are  without  the  advantage  of 
personal  experience  here.  I  do  not  now  desire  to  urge  it 
beyond  a  point  which  may  he  considered  perfectly  rea- 
sonable and  jiiat.  The  resolution,  it  will  be  perceived, 
merely  adopla  the  precedent  which  has  been  act  by  thoso 
members  of  the  prrarnt  Congress  who  were  also  mei»- 
ber>  of  the  lait.  All  of  them,  [  presume,  have  either 
supported  the  measure  by  their  voles,  or  availed  them- 
selves ofits  fruit*.  The  gentleman  from Teimettee  ha*^ 
■1  he  Bay*,  received  the  b^tas  and  he  manifeaiB  the  utJUtjr 
of  them  in  the  information  which  he  habitually  cammu- 
nicales  lo  the  Houie.  Those  who  ara  entirely  without 
the  benefit  -derived  from  a  participation  in  the  past  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  are  tdiliged  lo  recur  to  the  vi4- 
umes  in  queition,  in  ordrr  that  they  may  reach  the  in- 
formalion  necessary  to  enable  them  to  give  a  ennscien- 
tious  vole  upon  almost  any  subject  that  ticcurt.  For  my- 
self, 1  acknowledge  my  obligations  loan  honorable  frienil 
for  the  use  of  the  books  which  have  been  furnished  to 
him  under  former  resolution*  of  ■  *imilar  chBT«c(er> 
The  Slate  Papers,  which  are  especially  objected  to,  are 
of  peculiar  value,  and  of  constant  use  aa  a  work  of  t*t- 

This  resolution,  however,  is  more  important  in  a  pab- 
lic  than  a  private  sense.  Betide*  the  immediate  coiD> 
muoicktioQ  of  intelligence  lo  members  of  Coi^reia,  it 
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cmtcmpUtci  >  brnder  diSiuioi  of  inlercMiiig  knowl- 
edge tbraughout  Ihe  nation,  ind  throughout  lb>  world. 
Every  element  of  the  preient  eleTtlion  of  lh«  eounlry 
In  power  and  in  happineM  ii  to  be  found  in  (be  work* 
wbicb  it  ii  propoaed  to  d'utribute. 

Tou  cannot  better  lerve  the  csuM  of  uniTenalfreedonn 
»nd  MKind  political  wiadom,  tban  by  eiltibiting,  everr 
where,  themeaMiretwhichihianitionliBf  reaorted  toand 
adopted  in  the  coone  of  ita  brief  but  comprehannve  hia- 
lory.  After  the  booka  have  been  uied  b]r  the  immediate 
repreMnUtirei  of  tha  people,  tUey  will  became  the  prop- 
etty  of  the  people  ttaemielve*.  They  will  be  cheriibed 
M  tho  irUE,  andgbefore  long,  the  only  eridence  acceaiible 
to  every  citizen  of  (he  wwdom  and  the  errora  of  thoae 
who  have  gone  before  uj.  They  will  teach  lewona  of 
"  equal  practical  utility,  whether  they  reflect  a  record  of 
proccedinga  which  are  wiae  enough  to  b«  Imitated,  or 

The  example  of  another  Government  ia  worthy  oF  rec- 
ollectinn.  Your  libraiy  haa  recently  been  enriched  by 
■  gill  of  the  valuablo  and  exteniive  publication  of  the 
almost  by-gone  monuments  of  Britiali  biatory  and  Biitiah 
law.  That  politic  and  liberal  nation  baa  endeavored  to 
apread  ■«  widely  aa  the  empire  ot  civilized  man  extendi, 
the  information  contained  in  ihoae  coatly  volumci.  Not 
only  are  the  especial  librariei  of  sialer  Governmenti  in 
poBieuion  of  (hem,  but  the  exiatence  of  them  ii  perpetU' 
ated  by  finding  them  a  place  in  the  halla  of  all  the  cele* 
brated  seminaries  of  learning  tliroughajt  Cbrialendom. 
It  appears  to  me  that  we  awe  at  least  as  much  to  our  fa- 
thers snd  to  ouraclvei. 

At  a  moment  when  ibe  national  Treaaury  is  filled  to  re- 
pletiojl,  what  better  uae  can  be  made  of  a  comparative 
modicum  of  its  surplus  wealth  than  that  which  the  reso- 
lution contempLatea?  Not  an  interest  can  suffer.  Every 
one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  which  is  com- 
plained of  is  insignificant,  whether  it  be  compared  with 
the  good  effects  that  are  likely  to  be  the  conaequence, 
or  with  the  ordinary  profusion  which  Is  manirested  in  the 
prlnlingf  of  public  documents  by  the  House. 

With  respect  to  one  of  the  worka  called  for,  it  ii  not 
taiy  to  understand  upon  what  principle  a  preference  is 
to  be  given  to  our  more  eKperienced  brethren  over  our- 
aelvea.  Where  publicaliona  have  been  made  heretofore, 
and  are  now  exhausted  by  diatribution,  there  may  be 
plauaibiliiy  in  the  argument  which  objects  to  ■  renewed 
expense.  But  the  "  Documentary  Uiiiory  of  the  United 
States"  is  yet  Id  embryo.  Not  a  member  ha*  been  fur- 
nished with  it.  When  it  shall  have  iaaued  from  the 
pfes^  and  comes  freiih  and  new  for  the  information  of 
tbe  people,  with  Ihe  whole  expense  which  it  calls  for 
yet  tu  be  ineorred,  I  claim  for  all  the  representatives  an 
equal  right  to  partake  of  the  benefits  which  it  confera. 

After  aome  remerk*  from  Uesara.  BEED,  JUDStlN, 
and  6PEIQUT, 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  sailed  for  the  order*  of  the  day,  but 
yielded  tbe  Boor  to 

Mr.  WISE,  who  said  he  had  somewhat  nwdified  the 
raaolutioD  wbieb  he  bad  heretofore  indicated  in  relation 
to  the  deposite  banlca,  and  he  again  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  offer  that  resolution.  Tbe  resolution  was  read, 
asioHows: 

Whereas,  since  the  custody  of  the  public  money  has 
been  ander  the  entire  control  of  tbe  Treasury  Depart- 
ntent,  the  8e«etary  of  the  Treasury,  by  himself  or  his 
agenta,  baa  aelected  certain  local  State  banks  as  places  of 
deposite,  without  regulation  fay  lawi  and  whereas  there 
ia  great  doubt  about  the  agency  by  which  the  aaid  de- 
posite banks  are  selected  and  regulstedf  and  whereu 
said  agency  ia  alleged  to  be  Improper  and  corrupt, 
effected  by  seme  person  or  persons,  not  officer*  of  the 
QoverniMnt,  or  ippotnted  or  responnble  as  such,  or 
kMWB  io  any  manner  to  the  lawii  and  who  are  Mcretly 
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paid  Urge  stipends  or  amounts  of  coaipcnsalion  far  pro* 
curing  the  custiidy  and  the  use  of  the  publio  deponteat 
and  whereas  the  said  banks,  for  which  the  public  de- 
poaites  are  thus  procured,  are  in  possession  of  the  publie. 
money  without  charge  of  interest  or  other  chaise  what- 
soever for  the  use  of  the  asme,  and  the  said  person  or 
persons,  their  agent  or  agents,  are  alleged  (o  be  political 
partisans,  wielding  the  public  depoiiites  for  electloaacr- 
Ing  purposes,  dangerous  to  (he  purity  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  the  litiertieB  of  Ihe  people.-  therefore, 

Retohied,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposite 
for  the  public  money,  the  contracts  with  Ihe  Treasury 
Department  by  which  they  are  reguUted)  the  manner  in 
which  and  the  persons  by  whom  such  conlracia  are 
made;  into  all  correspondence  wbaisoever  touching  con- 
li>c(s  for  the  pabhc  depoaitesi  into  all  connexion  or  re- 
lation, official  or  unofficiii,  which  ciista  or  has  existed 
between  any  person  or  persons  and  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  between  them  and  the  deposite  banks, 
or  any  other  individuals  or  banks,  touching  the  ctMtody 
and  the  control  and  deposite  of  the  publio  money,  and 
into  the  amount  and  modeof  compenaatlonof  sll  peraoni 
whomsoever  in  any  minner  whatever  connected  with 
the  Treasury  Department  or  tbe  depoaite  banks,  having 
any  agency  whatever  in  negotiating  'between  tald  De- 
partment and  said  banks,  or  any  banks  or  individual^ 
touching  the  public  deputites)  and  that  laid  oommittee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WISE  rose,  he  aaid,  to  assure  the  House,  on  the 
part  of  himself  and  hia  friends,  that  (here  was  no  desire 
nor  intention  to  discuss  Ibe  subject  at  preaent.  There 
were  no  data  for  diacuuion,  and  could  be  none,  until  tbe 
inquiry,  proposed  bad  been  made.  He  hoped  that  the 
House  would  give  their  unanimou*  SMcnt  to  the  motion. 

Objectiona  being  made, 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  said  he  would  merely  suggest 
that  tlie  oppoaition  to  the  introduetion  of  this  resolution' 
WM  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  stifling  inquiry,  but 
from  an  apprehenaion  that  it  would  provoke  a  dlscusaion. 
A*  that  apprehension  was  now  removed,  he  should 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  thst  the  rule*  be  auapended,  in  or- 
der to  enable  him  to  offer  Ihe  resolution,  and  thereupon 
be  aaked  the  yeas  and  nsysi  which  were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  In  tbe  nega- 
tive: Teas  96,  nays  87. 

Two  third*  being  required  to  carry  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend Ihe  rules,  tbe  House  again,  by  tbi*  vote,  refuted 
to  allow  Mr.  Wiss  to  make  bis  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  now  rose,  be  said,  to  retract  Ihe  notice 
which  he  had  heretofore  given  of  hi*  intention  to  ptesa 
this  motion.  He  should  not  offer  it  again,  being  now 
convinced  that  the  House  waa  opposed  to  sny  inquiry  for 
(be  purpose  of  resolving  what  was  a  reasonable  doubt  in 
relation  to  tbe  connexion  between  the  Gavernment  and 
the  deposite  bank*. 

Mr.  RENCHER  asked  whether,  when  the  graduation 
bill  came  up,  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  substitute 
for  it  the  bill  commonly  called  Hr.  Clay's  land  bill. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  tbe  gentleinin  was  aware  that  any 
amendments  which  were  in  onler  might  be  offi:red  to 
any  hill  before  tbe  House. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Ur.  PEYTON  rose,  ha  said,  with  great  reluctance, 
but  from  an  imperious  sente  of  duly,  again  to  ask  leave 
of  the  House  (o  submit  the  following  resolution)  wbioh 

RoUttd,  That  tbe  bdl  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans,  entitled  "  A  bill  regulating  tbe  de- 
posite of  the  moDcj  of  the  United  Slates  in  oertaiu  local 
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banks,"  tojcelher  with  my  ■mendmenti  which  n»y  bi 
afTered  to  the  iitne,  bo  made  the  spcclml  order  of  thi 
day,  *nd  thut  it  have  precedence  over  *ll  other  buiinew 
of  Itie  Houae,  fram  the  hour  or  twelve  o'clock  on  tbi 
•econd  Uondiy  in  Miy  nest,  *nd  on  e*ch  Bueceedtn|; 
diy,  tram  the  ume  hour,  Fridnyi  and  S*turday*  ex- 
cepted, until  the  Btme  ihall  be  finally  dttpoted  of. 

Hr.  PATTON  lu^ested  b  modificBlion  of  the  reulu- 
lion.  If  the  gentlemin  would  modify  il  to  »  to  proTide 
thit  the  lubjcct  ihould  be  taken  up,  if  the  appropriation 
bill  had,  by  Ibe  lime  named,  been  diapoMd  of,  he  would 
TOte  fof  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON  aaid  he  thought  the  appropriation  bill* 
ought  to  be  diipoieil  oFby  the  time  &xfd  in  the  resolu- 
tioni  but,  if  they  were  not,  he  and  the  friend  a  with  whom 
he  acted  would  consent  id  a  postponement  of  the  order 
until  the  appropriation  billt  were  acted  on.  AD  he 
wanted  wai  to  render  it  certain  that  Ihia  aubject  would 
be  conaidered  at  aome  period  during^  the  aetaion. 

Objectinna  being  made, 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  the  auapeniion  of  the  rule*,  and 
thereupon  aiked  the  yenaand  nayat  which  wcreordered. 

The  queition  being  taken,  it  wu  decided  in  tbe  ne^ 
atWe:  Tea*  75,  naya  lOB, 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

On  roolion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELGNG,  the  House  then 
Teaolved  itself  into  a  Curomiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atateof  the  Union,  far  tbe  further  conaideration  of  the 
bill  "  making  apprDprialiona  for  the  naval  service  ofthe 
United  Statea  fur  the  year  1836." 

Thequeslionbeingon  themntionof  Mr.  Bill  to  strike 
out  the  appropriation  of  ^7,000  for  repairs  and  im- 
provementa  iif  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth, 

Hr.  ROBERTSON  reaumed,  and  concluded  hU  re- 
Durka,  as  Riven  entire  in  preceding  pagea. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  rose  and  addretsed  Ibe  Chair  at 
fbllowa: 

Mr.  Chnirman:  Had  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Viif  inia  [Mr.  BoBEaTaov]  closed  hit  argument  on  yes- 
terday, and  tbua  juatilied  the  hope  that  we  could  thia 
morning  have  taken  the  quettion,  I  would  not  have  ob- 
truded upon  this  committee  any  obtervationt  of  my  own 
in  relation  to  the  bill  now  before  you;  but.  a*  now,  the 
whole  of  this  day  will  inevitably  be  devoted  to  Its  con- 
aideration, I  may  indulge  the  hope  that  the  remarka 
which  1  intend  to  aubmit  will  not  at  all  reUrd  ita  pu- 


auffer  for  want  of  the  ordinary  annual  ippropristiona, 
leaal  an  far  as  (he  naval  service  ia  concerned.  Hy  hon- 
orable colleague  has  not  contumcd  the  lime  of  thit  Houte 
with  long  and  unnecessary  aperchea.  He  reported  to 
ut  tbe  annus]  appropriation  billt  at  a  ttageof  the  aetilon 
aa  early,  if  not  earlier,  Itian  they  were  reported  in  pre- 
ceding yeara.  He  has,  from  time  lo  time,  urged  the 
conilderation  of  them  with  an  earneslneta  and  courtesy 
that  became  the  responsible  slalion  which  he  occupieat 
and  if,  air,  their  final  paaiage  ihould  be  ao  long  delayed 
at  to  prejudice  the  public  intereil,  my  honorable  col- 
leagoe  will  at  leuat  be  able  to  enjoy  the  consolation  of 
having  failhrully  diicharged  bis  duty. 

The  debate  upon  thia  bill  has  indeed  taken  an  unex- 
pectedly wide  range.  Tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueana,  at  an  early  stage  ofthe  session,  reported  this  or- 
dinary appropriation  bill,  providing  (or  the  pay  of  offi- 
cers, provisions,  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  the 
ifflprorement  of  navy  ysrda,     Tbe  honorable  f  tnlleiiuin  i 


from  Tennessee,  [Hr.  Bell,]  very  aoon  after  the  Cnni- 
mittee  ofthe  Whole  on  the  aiate  ^f  the  Union  had  com- 
menced its  labors  upon  thit  bill,  moved  to  reduce  tbe 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  yard  at 
Portamouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  one  half,  and  intimated 
hit  intention  to  move  a  proportional  reduction  as  lo  all 
the  other  yards  far  which  the  bill  propoiea  appropria- 
tions. Well,  sir,  upon  this  mnlinn  we  had  several  daya 
of  deaultory  akirinishing,  of  talk  confined  lo  tbe  subject 
immediately  and  fairly  under  conii deration.  Tlie  lion- 
orable  mover  of  the  amendment  himselfmade  tome  two 


1y  all  the  litlle  five  and  ten  minute*'  apeechei  w 
hautled,  and  that  toun,  very  toon,  we  ahould  be  pei^  , 
mitted  to  take  the  queitioni  when,  lol  an  honorable  and 
eloquent  gentleman  from  South  Carolins,  [Mr.  THoxr- 
sox,]  with  a  bolder  spirit  tlian  had  yet  dialinguiabed  any 
of  the  oralora  that  had  preceded  him,  in  a  apeech  of 
some  two  or  three  hours,  launched  forih  into  an  unex- 
pectedly exlenslve  range  of  debate,  and  pressed  lopica 
into  the  tervice  that  might  of  themtelv es  hive  served  aa 
fruitful  theme*  for  ontora  for  the  residue  of  the  leition. 

Tbe  partiality  of  thia  Government  in  the  dittribution 
of  its  favor*  or  ilt  bountica;  the  system  of  abaorption, 
without  any  irrigation  In  return,  which  had  *a  nearly 
drained  the  poor  persecuted  South;  the  neceatity  of 
amending  your  constitution,  to  at  lo  dispoieof  your  tur- 
plus  revenue  among  the  Statet  according  lo  the  ratio  of 
their  population  and  repreientation;  tlieie,  and  a  great 
variety  of  kindred  lopica,  Were  deemed  neither  irrele- 
vant nor  far-fetched  by  that  honorable  gentleman)  and, 
from  the  courte  which  the  debate  tubsequently  took,  it 
seemed,  indeed,  that  we  were  launched  upon  a  wide 
ocein,  without  the  ability  to  determine,  with  any  degree 
of  cerlilnly,  when  we  thould  be  able  to  anchor  or  *e« 
land  inin.  Aa  matter*  then  alood,  we  could  hardly 
hope  of  getting  to  «*fe  mool^gi  again  before  the  reign 
of  the  dog-atir. 

At  this  atage  of  OUT  proceedinga,  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemin  from  Tenneasee  [Mr.  Bill]  again  aucceeded  in 
getting  the  floor.  Having  repented  of  bia  original  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  appropriations  for  all  the  mvy 
yird*  one  half,  thote  South  aa  well  la  Northi  and  proba- 
bly convineedt  by  the  ipeech  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  thai  a  certain  aeclion  of  lh« 
country  had  very  peoulitr  claims,  he  all  at  once  with- 
drew his  original  motion,  and  proposed  wholly  to  "ex- 


which  waa,  indeed,  a  miserable  illuatra- 
ainlt  which  are  con- 
melling  gentlemen  in 
It  was,  in  truth,  the  motl  ttriking  (lemplifica- 
lion  ofthe  Freedom  and  latitude  of  debate  tolerated  here 
or  In  anv  other  legialative  body,  that  I  hare  ever  yet 
witneated.  It  wit  a  »peech  four  daya  long— one  day 
longer  than  the  French  reviriution! 

In  aome  respeeta  itwttamoit  cheering  and  conao- 
ting  example  lo  many  of  us  here,  who,  when  we  undeN 
lake  to  spesk,  are  ofttimet  troubled  with  that  most  rea- 
to nab le,  though  Inconvenient  requiiition:  ilwtyatokeep 
within  hailing  diatance  of  the  point  under  diacutaion.  It 
Wat  most  encouraging  to  aume  in  another  particular.  It 
taught  ambitious  young  oratort  here  that,  if  once  laden 
wilh  a  apeech,  it  mattera  but  little  what  book  tb^y  bang 
it  upon,  and  that  any  thing  like  affinity  between  a  apeecb 
and  tbe  legilimite  subject  of  a  ipeech  it  not  a  matter  of 
BO  much  contequence  here  la  moat  gentlemen  are  ver^ 
naturally  ditpoied  to  imagine  when  they  first  enter  Ihil 
hall.  But,  sir,  it  was  replete  with  much  encouragement 
and  consolation  to  ua  in  aome  other  particulars.  The 
illuitrlouB  tourcc  from  which  it  emanitcd  g^vei  it  au- 
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tbarity;  uti  it  hu  taught  ub  Ihit  tenenets  and  cooipacl' 
ncM;  *nd  that  laeidiu  crda,  vbich  all  rhetoricUiii  and 
logiciani  have  (from  llie  time  of  Qiiintilian  lu  the  pret- 
ent  day)  regarded  aa  eaaenlial  to  a  good  discourse,  are 
not  Indispeniable  requiiitei  here;  and  I  very  atrongly 
apprehend,  air,  (hat  tbe  force  of  the  precedent  will  be 
illuitraled  by  the  performance  vhich  ii  aom  being  ex- 
Sir,  the  course  of  remarki  in  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tenne«aee  [Hr.  Bau.]uw  fit  to  indulge  lound- 
ed  strangely  in  my  can,  coming  aa  it  did  From  one  who  had 
been  for  years  the  open  and  avowed  friend  of  our  illuiiri. 
oui  Chief  Hagistraiei  and  when  the  honursble  gentle- 
man deacanted  lo  eloquently  upon  the  force  and  danger 
of  psrty  organizationi  when  be  indulged  to  flippantly, 
and  with  so  much  facility  in  the  stale  and  hackneyed 
catch-words  of  the  opposition  of  "the  p»rty,"  (words 
which  danaed  so  conspicuously  through  his  labored 
■peechi)  and  when  he  descanted  ao  earnestly  upon  Ihe 
dangerous  application  of  eiecutire  power  and  ciecutive 
influence,  under  the  administration  of  our  present  Chief 
MRgisirate,  methought  that  he  was  only  reiterating  those 
threadbare  doctrines  and  standing  complaints  which  the 
opposition  to  every  democratic  administration  have,  un- 
der all  nsmei  snd  all  guises,  promulgated,  from  the  days 
of  Mr.  JeHerson  lo  the  preaent  erai  snd  when  Ihe  honor- 
able gem  leman  laid  ui  that  the  party  supporting  the 
present  administration  had  forsaken  its  principles,  but 
that  he  Mill  adhered  steadfaatly  to  his— when  he  told  us, 
in  effect,  that  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty  sup- 
porters of  the  Preaident  and  of  the  existing  adminiilra- 
tian  upon  this  floor,  with  many  of  whom  he  bid  for- 
merly acted,  who  weregoing  all  wrong,;who  were  props- 
giting  and  sanctioning  all  sorts  of  political  heresies  and 
■bominaliont,  but  that  be  remained  orthodox,  and  fully 
mvested  with  his  pristine  political  purity,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  had  full  as  much  confi- 
dence in  his  own  infallibility,  and  full  as  Utile  respect 
•nd  deference  for  the  opinions  of  that  majority  with  which 
he  had  formerly  acted,  as  once  had  a  memorable  and 
self-complacent  Juror,  who,  after.  In  tbe  fulness  of  his 
own  self-sufficiency,  keeping  out  his  ■asocial es  fur  two 
days  anil  two  nlgllls,  and  inflexibly  determined  not  to 
adopt  their  concluaion,  indignantly  declared  that  they 
were  eleven  of  Ihe  most  obstinate  and  wrong-head- 
ed men  he  had  ever  seen  or  acted  with  in  his  life. 

In  wliat  light  has  the  Preadent,  and  the  party  support- 
ing the  President,  been  exhibited  hereby  the  honorable 
genllenrian  from  Tennessee^  [Mr.  BsLt.]  Sir,  I  took 
his  very  words  down,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  mlilaken 
aa  to  the  aentiments  be  uttered.  He  told  us  that  coniid- 
eratlons  now  exlit  which  prevent  the  country  from  hav- 
ing the  benefit  of  the  President's  popularity;  that  it  is 
very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  fur  a  majority  of  this 
Uousc  to  act  against  tbe  will  of  the  Presidenti  conse- 
quently, the  President  must  in  Isw  and  in  good  sense  be 
rcipaasible  forall  Ihe  mischief  we perpetrateifar  the  gen- 
tleman is  lawyer  enough  to  know,  that  he  who  does  not 
prohibit  and  prevent  mischief  when  be  has  It  in  his  pow- 
er to  prohibit  and  prevent,  is  to  be  considered  ss  order- 
ing. He  hss  further  told  us,  that  the  President,  with 
such  a  majority  as  he  has  here,  can  etTectualty  decree 
whether  there  shall  be  wsr  or  no  war.  He  had,  in  truth, 
been  represented  at  almost  omnipotent)  as  hsving,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  the  power  of  peace  and  warm  his 
hsnd>(  and  that  he  is  now  devoting  himself  lo  tbe  views 
and  objects  of  a  favorite  succeasor.  These  are  grave 
chaises,  and  were  no  doubt  well  weighed  by  the  honor- 
able gentlemsn  before  they  were  made. 

That  Ihat  venerable  old  man,  after  enjoying  all  the 

iionora  that  his  country  can  bestow  upon  him,  should 

Dov,  in  the  evening  of  bis  days,  when  about  to  return  lu 

that  retirement  from  which  BerenyeMS  ago  Ihe  voice  of 
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■  grateful  people  called  him,  forget  the  high  duties  and 
responubiliLles  enjoined  upon  him  by  his  oath  to  his  Qod, 
and  by  the  constitution  of  his  country,  and  prostitute  hif 
official  power  and  patronage,  nut  to  the  good  of  his  coun- 
try, but  to  the  aecuringsuccesstoa  favorite  nominee,  it, 
I  humbly  conceive,  what  a  mijorlty  of  the  enlightened 
and  patriotic  people  of  this  country  are  not  yet  prepared 
to  believe. 

But,  air,  it  would  seem,  from  the  general  tenor  of  tbe 
honorable  gentleman's  remarks,  that  he  dues  not  wiah  to 
be  considered  aa  hsvi eg. entirely  cut  loose  from  the  ad- 
mlniilralion,  but  that  he  is  what  ihc  lawyers  would  call 
a  aort  of  quallGed  lub-modo  Jackson  man.  I  hare  hi* 
own  definition.  He  tells  us  "  that  he  is  a  supporter  ctf 
tbe  administration,  as  lo  all  measures  except  those  which 
have  sprung  from  Ihe  effortto  electa  fivorite  succeasor." 

Here,  sir,  I  was  on  the  look  out  for  a  specification,  for 
an  enumerallon  of  all  those  prominent  measures  of  Ihe 
administration  that  the  honorable  gentleman  now  dia- 
sents  from,  or  those  of  which  he  is  willing  to  be  coiu^ 
ered  the  supporter  and  champion;  but  it  occurred  to 
me  that,  instead  of  favoring  ua  with  any  thing  like  a  •»(. 
isfsctory  exposition  upon  lliis  point,  be  gave  us  a  most 
striking  specimen  of  mm-tommula^m.  Instead  of  tell- 
ing us  what  acli  and  what  measure*  of  the  present  sd- 
ministralion  he  supported,  he  lapsed  off  into  a  labored 
effort  to  show  the  striking  simililude  between  the  set* 
and  principles  of  the  party  supporting  the  present  ad- 
ministration,  and  the  acts  and  principles  of  the  parhr 
that  supported  (he  elder  Adams  in  1798.  Indeed, 
he  was  willing  to  give  Ihe  aulhora  and  supporters  tA 
alien  ami  sedition  laws  more  credit  for  integrity  than 
he  was  disposed  to  allow  to  the  party  now  in  pow- 
er. The  former,  ho  told  us,  were  open  and  honest 
in  the  avowal  of  their  principles,  and  boldly  unfurled 
their  flag  lo  the  world)  while  the  latter,  equally  obooz- 
ious  in  iheir  principlea  snd  practices,  did  tvtiy  thtiw 
(hypocrilically,  I  suppose)  "in  the  name  of  democracy." 
And  claaely  as  the  parly  now  in  power  approilmate  in 
ita  praotices,  lis  measures,  and  Its  principles,  to  Ihe  par- 
ly ascendant  in  '98,  yet  Ihe  honorable  gentleman  avow* 
himself  a  supporter  of  the  administration  thus  sustained 
by  this  party,  as  to  all  measures  "  except  those  which 
havesprung  from  the  effurl  to  elect  ■  bvorite  successor." 

And  pray,  wlist  are  those  measures  which  have  origi- 
nated in  a  design  lo  elect  a  favorite  successor.'  la  it  uo- 
compromising  hoslilily  lo  the  United  Statea  BankF  I 
fancy  not.  Was  the  removal  of  Ihe  deposltes  one  of 
themf  I  imagine  not,-slrt  for  I  believe  thai  that  meas- 
ure was  lionored  with  the  honorable  {centleman's  vote, 
though  1  think  his  voice  wss  never  raised  here  in  de- 
fence of  the  measure.  During  the  menwnble  panio 
session,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  silting  next  to  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Ur.  Bxu,]  neu  tba 
place  which  he  now  occupies;  and,  during  Uiat  trcnei^ 
douf  and  trying  conflict,  day  after  day,  week  afler  week, 
and  month  after  month,  was  the  President  denoaooed 
here  as  a  tyrant  ftnd  usurper,  u  trampling  under  foot 
the  rights  of  the  widow  and  the  orphani  and  wtiere^ 
then,  wa*  that  voice  whose  querulous  notes  against  tba 
dominant  parly  are  now  so  constantly  ringing  through  our 
ears.'  Where,  then,  was  the  eloquent  and  potential 
voice  of  thmt  distinguished  genilcmsn  who  then  repre- 
sented the  Hermitage  district/  Sir,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  correctly,  it  was,  for  alt  the  purposes  of  vindication, 
mute  as  the  grave,  and  much  lo  ihe  wonderment  of 
many  genllemen.  Let  no  one  infer,  from  Ibis  oourse  of 
remark,  that  I  cherish  any  unkind  feelings  personally 
lowardl  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  hss  always,  both 
personally  snd  ollicially,  treated  me  with  kindness,  and 
1  am  not,  therefore,  personally  unfriendly  lo  him;  btit 
after  he  haa  so  Knaparlngly  arraigned  the  acts  and  Ihe 
principles  of  that  political  party  uf  which  I  wa  an  hum- 
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ble  member,  li«  will  not  nirely  Uke  umbrage  •hould 
any^intlenuindetl  out  in  return  ■■  mcMUre  for  mraiurr." 
The  burden  or  the  hononble  gentlemin's  complaint 
IF,  llial  the  Preildent  hasvut  power  and  patronagei  that 
(tiia  immense  power  and  patronage  ate  dangerouB  lo  Che 
liberty  of  the  peoplei  and  thai  he  it  now  applying  much 
of  Ihia  potrtr  and  patronage  to  (he  objects  of  a  tavorile 


Sit,  Ihete  mournrnl  dittiea  about  (he  dangers  and  abuaei 
of  executive  power  and  patronagr,  whelher  they  come 
from  the  Preiidenl'a  open  tnemiai  or\i\itub-rnodo  frienda, 
Itave  ceased  to  shake  (he  nerves  of  a  majority  of  your 
enlightened  people.  "  Our  country  ii  about  id  be  ruined ! 
our  country  it  about  \o  be  ruineil!"  by  exrcutiTe  power 
and  patronage)  and  executive  blunders  and  abuiei  ba«e 
been  the  standinn^  cry  of  all  oppositiona  to  the  democra- 
cy of  Ihe  country,  from  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Jef- 
feraon  to  the  present  day.  When  you  passed  your 
embargo  and  non-inlercourse  laws,  how  loud  was  the  vd- 
ciferjtion,  from  every  quarter  of  the  land,  "'our  coun- 
try will  be  ruined!"  When  you  declared  war  againat 
Great  Britain,  to  vindicate,  if  not  to  reasacrt,  your  inde- 
pendence aa  a  nation,  hoiv  loud,  bow  aalaunding,  «af 
theory,  "our  Country  will  be  ruined!"  When  you  ao 
lately  strangled  that  colossal  instilutian  which  threatened 
the  destruction  of  popular  liberty,  and  which,  before  it 
waa  out  of  lis  teena,  was  almoat  powerful  enough  to  ride 
.triumphantly  oier  the  Government  of  the  people,  how 
loud,  how  lugubrimia,  then,  the  panic  note,  "our  coun- 
try will  be  ruined!" 

Theae  prophets  of  to  have  doled  out  their  jeremiads 
OTcr  proageelive  ruin  and  desolation  ever  aince  t  have 
had  any  knowledge  of  the  political  history  of  this  c<-un- 
tryi  and  yel,  air,  our  country  Is  not  ruined.  Your  peo- 
ple are  more  happy,  free,  and  prosperoua,  than  any 
people  that  the  world  has  ever  aeeni  never  were  you 
more  proaperoua  at  home,  or  mure  respected  abroad, 
than  you  haVe  been,  and  now  are,  under  the  auspic 
that  admitiiatratiun  which  is  said  lo  have  brought  as  i 
curie*  upon  the  land.  9ir,  Ihls  continual  filillieation  o'f 
pruphecie*  by  e>en1s,  thia  eternal  cry  of  ■•  mad  dog,  mad 
dug,"  it  calculated  lo  Induce  a  sp'ril  of  indifference 
when  the  real  hydrophobia  animal  mukes  his  appearance. 
It  aeemi,  indeed,  that  Ihia  dread  of  executive  power 
and  executive  patronage  has  become  a  disease,  a  r 
mania,  which  unnrceBiarlly  dlsliirbi  the  tlumbers  of 
gentlemen.  It  has  been  the  slaniling  theme  of  m 
ties  ever  aince  Ihe  foundation  of  your  Onvcrnmeni 
is  natural  that  it  should  be  soi  fur  it  ii  not  only  the 
penalty,  but  the  privilege,  of  all  minorities  to  fret  'and 
•eold,  jult  M  natural  as  it  ia  for  Ihe  unlucky  and  aspiring 
outi  lo  wage  war  against  the  more  furtunale  ini. 

Sir,  we  have  had  from  tjie  honorable  ^niteman  from 
TennesKp,  [Mr.  BaLL,]  a  moal  appalling  picture  of  the 
abuses  and  enoriniliea-iif  the  party  now  in  power.  We 
.have  been  told  that  It  U  difficult,  if  nul  impoaaiblr,  for 
the  majority  in  this  House  (o  resist  the  influence  of  ihe 
Executive)  and  then  it  most  clearly  results,  ai  before 
stated,  that  the  Executive  Ii  to  be  held  renponsiblc  for 
Rlllheabuaeaand  corruptions  so  forcibly  dwell  upon  by 
the  honorable  genlteman.  He  has  told  ua,  with  all  the 
Tehemence  of  impassioned  eloquence,  that  the  press  has 
been  corruptedi  that  your  Stale  Lrgislaturis  have  been 
Iranafiirmetl  and  prostituled  into  Ihe  mere  creaturea  of 
executive  will)  that  new  offices  have  been  created,  and 
•alariea  paid,  without  the  suihority  of  law;  that  the 
whole  Treasury  of  (he  country  ba*  been  subjected  lo  the 
will  and  control  of  the  Preaideiiti  Ihat  Ihe  money  of 
Ihe  nation  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  electionsi  that 
the  Senate  has  been  eipiingedi  and  last,  though  nol 
least,  ihat  the  country  has  been  miitt  groasly  and  culpa. 
bly  deceived  aa  to  Ihe  great  question  of  peace  and  war 
With  France)  (hat  ill  commcicc  haa  been  crippled)  and 


tta  fears  hare  been  mot  unneecaaarily  alarmed. 
I  (he  lombre  picture  given  us  by  (he  gentleman,  n 
stranger  entering  yonder  gallery  would  have  inferred 
that  Pandora's  box  had  been  opened  upon  this  devoted 
country,  and  thai  curruptlon,  in  lis  moat  hidenas  and 
loaihaome  form,  was  stalking  Ihrough  the  land,  if  not  by 
the  procurement,  at  teatt  by  Ihe  toleration,  of  Andrew 
Jackson. 

would  hereaik,  and  I  hope  it  will  nol  be  deemed  im- 
linen(  by  any  one,  when  did  (he  honorable  genlle- 
I  first  make  discovery  of  thia  mighty  train  of  abuser 
which  he  has  portrayed  to  usP  When  did  his  vision 
first  break  upon  Ihia  black  catalogue  of  abomination,  the 
recital  of  which  occupied  bim  four  daysF  According  to 
is  account,  they  were  too  full  grown,  loo  glganiic,  and 
>o  multifarioua,  lo  be  the  growth  of  a  day,  a  week,  or 
year.  It  must  have  taken  yean  to  have  brought  them 
to  the  almost  plethoric  and  buraling  maturity  in  which  he 
haa  exhibited  them.  Hiseagleeye,hii*ell-knownaagacily, 
must  have  discovered  their  first  buddings — their  incipient 
Btages)  and  where,  then,  wai  the  '*  lion.heirt,"  lo  impel 
him  to  aound  moat  seasonably  the  tocsin  of  alarmf  Sir. 
1  admire  the  aentinet  who  aeei  quickly,  and  flref  early: 
not  him  who  vaid  till  (lie  enemy  enleri  llie  heart  of 
the  citadel,  and  then  acquits  hia  conscience  by  pouring 
out  hia  anathemas  over  Ihe  deaolalions  which  Ihe  foe  has 
wrought,  and  ihe  enormities  lie  haa  perpelraled.  The 
gentleman,  no  doubt,  means  what  he  says,  when  he  tells 
us  thai  he  is,  in  some  measure,  Ihe  friend, of  Ihe  admini*- 
trationi  but  alter  Ihe  eipoi^  he  haa  given  us  ufthe  eali> 
mation  in  which  he  hold*  most  of  ihe  acts  and  principle* 
of  theidminiiiralion,  hemusi  permit  me,  in  relerence  (o 
such  friends,  to  exclaim  witb  ^uocoon,  "  Timto Danaet." 
The  gentleman's  classical  reminiscences  will  enable  him 
to  supply  the  residue  of  the  tirte. 

But  a  very  small  poriion  of  the  honorable  gentleman'* 
apeech  waa  devoted  lo  Ihe  queation  raised  by  hia  mation, 
and  which  is  the  only  question  fairly  undtr  diacustioa. 
His  genius  waa  too  erratic,  (oo  exuberanl,  to  be  confined 
Id  the  little  point  now  Immediately  under  conaideralion. 
This  point  was  but  a  small  speck  in  the  wideocean  ofmal- 
(er  over  which  he  deemtd  il  profitable  to  roam.  The  ma- 
jority on  Ihia  floor  waa  most  aeverely  lectured  both  for 
Its  sins  of  omis^on  snd  cammissiun.  It  was  said  that 
diacutuon  haa  been  ati6ed — thai  we  fear  diacutsion,  and 
Cry  to  prevent  it;  and  Chat  awful  bugbear,  the  "  previoui 
quealion,"  has  received  iia  full  share  of  pelting  in  th« 
course  of  thia  discussion.  Gentlemen  need  not  Uy  "  ihe 
Haltering  unction  to  their  anuls"  Ihat  we  fear  their 
speeclies.  We  are  perhapa  nol  quite  aa  alrung  believera 
in  the  msgical  influence  of  apeecbea  as  some  other 
gendrmeni  for  We  believe  that  (he  people  determine 
the  merits  of  their  servants,  not  by  their  "  apesches," 
bui  by  their  acts.  We  hail  a  fine  specimen  of  the  po- 
Cency  of  speeches  two  years  ago,  when  it  was  lo  confi- 
dently foretold  that  your  canals  would  aoon  be  **  a  aoli- 
tude,  and  your  lakes  a  deaert  wiale  of  wstera."  The 
evanescent  influence  of  speeche*  was  triumphantly 
shown  by  Ihe  promptness  and  facility  whh  which  a  dis< 
criminating  and  indignant  people  averted  the  blight 
with  which  ihe  never-to-be-forgollen  patiic-makeri  of 
that  day  attempted  to  blast  all  their  prosperlly, 

Bui  is  jt  true  that  gentlemen  hire  whu  belong  to  the 
minority  have  unreasonably  snd  arbitrarily  been  pre- 
vented from  making  their  speeches?  Who  have  made 
most  of  Ihe  pamphlet  book  set  speeches  since  the  cum- 
mencemenl  of  this  setsion^  Cerialnly  nol  ihc  majority. 
The  minority  have  made  and  published  mure  than  three 
times  aa  many  voluminoua  set  .pamphlet  speeches  at 
the  majorllyi  and  all  candid  gentlemen  will  brar 
n<e  witnras,  that  gentlemen  of  Ihe  minority  have  con- 
sumed their  full  share  of  the  time  and  anenlion  of  thi* 
House,  in  the  incidental  debatea  that  have  apruog  up. 
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lince  our  Kuion  commenced.  Gentlemen  of  Ihe  mi- 
nority are  Blreidy  be^nning  lo  lecture  the  mijoriiy  tor 
not  executing  the  buslneu  of  the  Houie,  but  take 
■peciil  cire  it  the  nme  time  to  inreig^li  moil  IndignKnt- 
ly  *Ki1nlt  the  prevloui  queition.  Thry  tell  ui  lh*l 
little  or  nothing  twiu  yet  been  sccompllilted,  indthitthe 
mijority  will  be  hcM  reaponiible.  How  Mn  we  pui 
bill),  if  ^nilemen  will  elernmlly  talk  kbout  them*  and 
whkt  the  remedy  for  Ihi*  retarding  talking  diieaae,  but 
the  pretiouaqueilion?  I  hopp,  «r,  that  the  VDCabultry 
of  epithet  will  no  longer  be  ranncked  to  find  terms 
Btronj  enough  to  chancleriie  the  "prerioua  queation," 
and  that  after  a  aubject  hu  been  fairly  debated,  to  that 
every  gentleman  mtiat  have  made  jip  hli  mind  aa  to  Ua 
merits,  we  ahall  witneas  no  more  aeruplea  about  the 
eserdae  of  the  moat  ialulary  power  with  which  •  legia^ 
lative  body  waa  ever  inveatedi  and  if  gentlemen  by  thia 
meana  loae  the  opportunlly  of  making  their  tpeechia  for 
tlie  benefit  of  their  conatiluenta,  the  remedy  ia  a  full  and 
an  eaay  one.  I^t  them  write  ufT  (heir  speechea  and 
print  them.  We  have  high  authority  in  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maiaachuaelta,  now  in  my  eye,  [Mr. 
Aoixa,]  for  printing  unipoken  apeechea,  and  I  am  not 
certain  that  ii  ia  not  decidedly  Ihe  beat  mode  of  deliver- 
ing them  lo  Ihe  nation  and  lo  Ihe  world)  fur  I  have  long 
thought  that  apeechea  are  made  for  any  practical  pur- 
pote  but  to  produce  conviction  here. 

But  it  ia  high  time  that  1  aboutd  take  leave  of  the 
prealdent-niklng  portion  of  the  apeech  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tenneaaee,  and  aay  aomelbing  about  the 
aubjeet  now  before  the  eommitlee.  Preliminary,  how- 
ever, to  the  view*  I  propoie  to  aubmlt,  I  will  preitiiae, 
that  there  is  one  circumatance  connected  with  this  dii- 
cunlon  which  la  indeed  a  fair  aubjeet  oF  congratulation. 
It  la  this,  air:  that  in  all  (he  apeechea  which  have  yet 
been  madr,  there  haa  been  no  demonaimion  of  hostility 
to  your  navyi  no  seeming  unwUlingneaa  to  make  liberal 
appropriations  towards  fuatering  and  cherishing  it. ' 
Thia  ia,  air,  as  it  ahould  be.  Our  poaltion,  our  habita, 
«ur  enterpriae,  our  pursuits,  and  the  experience  we 
have  already  had  aa  a  nallon,  plead  louilly,  eluquenlly, 
aj><9  moat  irresialibly,  the  cause  of  Ihe  na«y.  We  are 
already  Ibe  second  commeraal  nation  on  the  globet 
aoon,  very  soon,  we  ahall  be  the  first.  The  hiatory  of 
ciriliied  natlonatelli  ua,  that  to  carry  un  an  extenalveand 
auccessful  commerce  fur  >  long  series  of  years,  without 
an  efficient  navy  lo  defend  and  protect  11,  is  juat  as  im- 
possible aa  it  Is  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth  to  grow  with- 
out the  sun  and  rains  of  heaven  to  warm  and  nourish 
them.  The  pirate  muat  be  driven  from  tbe  ocean.  The 
relined  European,  ilie  Turk  and  the  Hindoo,  the  bar- 
barian, and  the  natiie  of  the  remotest  Islands  of  Ihe 
PaciGe,  muti  be  taught  lo  respect  your  flag.  There  ia 
no  place  on  tbe  habitable  globe  where  may  not  be  aeen 
the  evidences  of  American  genius  and  enterpriic)  and 
wherever  Ihe  American  clliien  la  pushing  his  laitful 
adventure  to  bring  new  treasures  into  the  country,  there 
ought  you  lo  be  able,  if  nrceasary,  to  cheer  bis  onward 
ciMine,  by  diaplaylng  the  stars  and  stripes  of  his  native 
land.  Your  navy  ahould  be  put  upon  a  foaling  strong 
enough  lo  convince  the  world  thai  it  la  not  mere  empty 


The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  [Ur. 
Bbll]  aeems  lo  think  that  we  have  loo  many  navy 
yards,  to  consist  with  the  economy  and  efficiency  of  the 
service.  The  utility  of  having  a  number  of  navy  yards, 
loealed  along  a  coast  like  ours,  muat  I 


chairman  of  the  Naval  Commiltee,  [Mr.  JAmTiSi]  has 
most  ably  and  Irlumpbantly  demonalraled  it,  and  has 
Mtieipaled  raoK  of  the  consldcnlionf  whieb  I  had  in- 


tended to  urge  upon  this  point.  We  have  ■  vast  extent 
of  coast,  with  numerous  and  large  catuariea,  and  very 
much  exposed  to  an  enemy  in  lime  of  war,  whether  he 
be  powerful  or  comparatitely  inaignificant.  Tbe  object 
of  your  navy  yarda  ia  to  build  and  equip  your  ships,  ta 
enable  you  to  keep  on  band,  at  proper  places,  a  suitable 
supply  of  materials  for  repain  and  manufacture  pfvea- 
■ela  of  war)  anrl,  if  neceaaary,  to  fiirniah  a  ahelter  lor  the 
veasela  belonging  to  our  navy,  and  to  aflord  them  every 
possible  facility  lo  refit  and  enter  sgein  upon   Ifaeir 

There  are,  it  aeema,  two  kinda  of  depoli  necesury: 
bu'lding  and  manufacturing  yards,  and  thoae  fur  repair* 
and  eifulppingi  and  some  of  Ihe  yards  we  now  have  are 
exclusively  devoted  lo  one  or  ilie  other  purpose,  and 
some  to  bothi  and  the  attention  that  I  have  been  able  t« 
bestow  upon  the  subject  hss  convinced  me  that  we 
could  not  now  reduce  the  number  of  yards  without 
prejudice  to  the  pubHc  service.  If  we'had  but  one  or 
two  yards,  and  were  to  get  into  a  war  with  one  of  the 
^reat  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  Ihe  enemy  would  at  once 
inveit  those  naval  stations,  and  prevent  vtsiels  from 
coming  In  or  going  out.  Suppose  that  in  the  event  of 
a  war  wllb  such  great  naval  Power  suddenly  breaking 
out,  we  had  but  two  naval  depots,  and  eight  or  ten  at 
our  veasela  were  out  upon  a  cruise  of  four,  five,  ar)d  alx 
months,  or  a  year.  Ilie  first  movement  of  the  enemy 
would  be  to  invest  those  stations.  Then,  how  could 
your  vessels  enter  lo  refit  or  repair^  This  could  not  be 
the  ciar,  if  we  had  several  naval  itationa  acaliered  along 
the  coast.  It  would  not  be  possible  for  any  of  the  great 
naval  Powsralo  blockade  all  ofthem effectually.  Bui,  it  is 
asked,  why  has  not  Great  Britain  increased  her  naval  ala- 
tionsP  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Jak- 
vis]  hu  shown  you  that  Great  Rrilaln  has  Increased  the 
number  of  her  navy  yards;  but  if  she  had  not,  it  would  not 
militate  against  the  neceasily  of  our  maintaining  at  leaat 
six  or  aeven.  The  same  reasons  do  noc  exist  for  the  in- 
crease of  Ihe  naval  depots  uf  Great  Britain,  that  seem  to 
indicate  the  necesaily  of  our  maintaining  at  leaat  the  num- 
ber we  now  have.  Our  navy  yards  are,  or  should  be, 
located  in  reference  lo  the  Escililies  that  may  exist  fur  ac-- 
quiringthe  particular  material  which  is  lo  be  uaedattha 
particular  station.  They  should  be  located  in  reference 
to  proximity  to  limber,  and  other  maleriala  necenary  to 
be  used.  Nut  so  as  lo  Great  Britain.  She  geti  ber 
limber  from  the  Cinadas,  from  Norway,  and  from  other 
quarters  of  Ihe  globe  i  and,  from  her  insular  position,  one 
station  ia  abuuC  aa  convenient  as  another,  in  regard  to 
material*  required  at  her  naval  depota.  Nor  need  she 
iiicreaae  her  naval  atalions  fur  fear  of  the  expuaure  or 
blockade  ofs  very  limited  number.  Sl>e  ha*  naval  force 
enough  to  protect  them,  and  to  always  secure  lo  her 
ships  free  ingress  and  egress.  If  England,  then,  hsd 
adopted  tbe  policy  represented  as  heri  by  one  honorable 
Eentleman,  dlfferenl  as  ia  our  poiilion,  and  as  are  our 
meana  of  defence,  it  furniahea  no  reason  in  bvor  of  uur 
following  it. 

The  bill  now  under  conaide ration,  Hr.  Cbalrnan,  pro- 
pose* no  new  works,  no  new  navy  yards.  The  amount 
proposed  to  he  appropriated  i*  rather  larger  llian  usual) 
and  lo  far  as  it  exceeds  the  ordinary  annuil  appropriation 
may  be  regarded,  and  has  been  regarded,  aa  an  extraor- 
dinary appropriallon,  in  the  course  of  till*  debate,  Fol-  . 
lowinf^,  then,  Ibe  example  of  honorable  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  in  this  dlscuuion,  I  may  as  well  here  M 
un  any  other  occasion  say  what  1  have  to  aiy  in  favor  of 
the  course  which  [  intend  to  pursue  upon  propouliona 
involving  extraordinary  appropriations  for  the  perma- 
nent defence  of  uur  country.  Whi^lher  the  pirllcular 
item  of  extraordinary  appropriation  be  great  ur  small  ia 
wholly  immateriali  it  may  atill  afford  a  fit  opportunity 
fur  tbe  exprenion  oflbotc  semiineoU  lb»t  msiy  inBuencs 
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faroring  or  opposing  liberal  Bppropriktion*  for  01 


unlpy' 


jrinR 


While.sir,  on  tbe  one  h*nd,  1  eonrider an  economical  ad- 
nunlilnlion  of  the  Gorernment,  m  k  funeral  principle, 
•a  object  tlut  no  rep reieiita tire  ibould  lose  light  of,  jret 
it  bM  been  my  habit  to  think  Ihit,  in  the  execution  of 
the  high  anil  important  truita  confided  to  ui  here,  our 
love  oF  ecanomy  ihouid  not  be  ao  mll^abiorbing  u  to 
producB  a  forgetruliKBS  of,  or  inallention  to,  come  of 
the  high  duiiea  ihtl  are  enjoined  upon  u*  by  the 
tntion.  It  hat  a1u>  been  my  inclination  to  believe, 
bere,  that  the  protection  of  our  imraenae  and  rapidlj 


la  alto  been  my  inclination  to  believe,  white 

d  rapidly  ej- 

lendin^  commerce,  and  the  accaring  meana  of  dele 


..  _  _  ,,  ■e  object*  that 
within  the  range  of  our  powen,  but  of  our  dutieai  and 
that  the  unrcaionabte  neglect  of  Iheae  great  objecia,  for 
the  purpose  of  ai*ing  the  public  treasure,  would  be  *■ 
prcpoateroua  M  would  be  that  economy  in  the  hiiaband- 
■nan  which  would  induce  him  to  ejipDie  bis  cri'ps  to  Irca- 
jMuael  anil  dealruction,  rather  than  incur  the  expense 
liecenary  to  guard  and  fence  his  fieldat  yei,  air,  that 
the  folly  and  delinquency  would  be  more  palpable  in 
proportion  to  the  grealer  intereit  jeoparded  in  the  one 
cue  than  in  tbe  other.  Is  it  not  a  groia  misnomer,  air, 
to  call  that  true  economy  which  loses  aight  of  national 
defence  and  security^  which  would  take  no  caution  from 
the  infinite  csusei  and  the  awful  ravages  of  war  which  the 
hblory  of  nationa  discloses  ^  which  would  permit  your  cities 
lobe  sacked,  your  seaboard  to  be  desolated,  and  your  great 
commercial  interest*  to  be  eipcsed  to  constant  depreda- 
tions, rather  than  afford  tliem  Ihat  protection  which  your 
Moated  Treasury  now  enable!  you  to  do'  Gentlemen 
are  welcome  lo  all  the  credit  and  all  the  honor  that  such 
an  economy  can  aecure  to  them.  I  trust  Ihsta  majority  of 
tbia  Hiiuse  will  not  enter  the  list  of  compelilion  for  the 
glory  of  Hich  an  equivocal  virtue. 

II  ii  Ihe  part  of  wisdom  to  profit  From  recent  eipcri- 
ence.  Who,  two  years  ago,  could  hare  imagined  thai 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  1B35,  would  have  found 
us  10  near  a  rupture  with  Prance  as  we  actually  were  at 
lb«  commencement  of  the  present  aetaion  of  Congreia? 
We  should  remember,  that  as  our  commerce  extends 
will  the  causes  of  collision  with  other  nations  increasei 
and  that  man  must  indeed  have  read  Ibe  hiatory  of  na- 
tion* to  very  little  purpose,  who  has  not  learned  that  a 
very  extended  commerce,  withuut  proportional  meana 
to  protect  it,  will  eventually  incur  embarraaimenti  and 
obstructiona,  againat  which  nought  but  an  efficient  naval 
force  is  a  sure  preventive. 

The  question  must  at  this  session  of  Congress  be  bold- 
ly met  and  determined,  whether  your  syatem  of  fortifica- 
tions ia  to  be  extended  and  your  navy  is  to  be  reasonably 
increased,  or  whether  you  willresorltolhedemorslizing 
and  wone  than  Utopian  scheme  of  dividing  your  surplus 
revenue  among  the  Btaleti  thus  consolidating  the  State* 
by  making  this  great  federal  head  the  almoner,  the  cen- 
tral source  of  revenue  to  its  conililuent  members.  White 
deliberating  upon  Ihia  great  aubject,  ahould  we  not  in- 
voke the  tpirit  of  union,  of  concord,  and  orpslriutiimF 

The  Secretary  of  your  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report, 
tells  you  that  after  aalisfying  all  claims  upon  your  Treaa- 
ury,  founded  upon  past  and  ordinary  sppropriationi, 
there  waa  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  present  aeaion 
of  CangreB*  a  pretty  large  lurplui  in  your  Treasury, 
which  would  not  be  required  for  the  ordinary  purpose*  of 
tbe  Government,  and  which  might  be  applied  to  other 
purposea  not  included  in  the  ealimatet,  and  liberally  aid 
in  promoting  any  constitutional  object  which  Congres* 
may  deem  most  expedient.  The  exact  amount  01  aur- 
pltii  hai  been  a  aubject  of  tpecuUtion  and  dispute  with 
many  gentlemen.  It  now  satitlactority  appeari,  from 
iafDnnation  furnished  by  Ihe  Becretrry  of  the  Treasury 
to  a  ncmbcr  of  tbe  othtr  bnaek  of  this  Legitbtiire,  tha^  ' 


on  the  1st  day  of  January  last,  Ihe  actusl  surplus  waa 
about  sixteen  million*  of  dollars.  This  is,  indeed,  a  fair 
subject  of  exultation  to  many  of  us  whose  recDllecliona 
can  extend  back  only  two  short  years.  Then  you  were 
told  by  the  panic-makers  of  that  day  that  your  country 
was  ruined,  that  a  general  mildewed  national  Jiroaperity 
and  an  empty  Treasury  would  be  the  certain  fruit  of  the 
great  measure  upon  which  such  oceans  of  eurfes  were 
heaped.  It  was  even  said  that  your  Treasury  could  not 
be  found.  Only  two  short  year*  have  elapsed,  and  where 
is  there  aught  now  to  justify  these  gloomy  forebodings^ 
Where  now  are  theae  prophets  of  terror  and  distress^ 
Why,  air,  we  find  them  racking  thsir  invention  for  the 
beitmesnsofeaamgyourbloatedTreaaiiry  of  111  contents. 
Should  these  false  and  unfortunate  prophd*  wonder  at 
the  evidences,  everywhere  exhibited,  that  the  confidence 
of  Ihe  pei^lc  in  themi*  on  the  wane — nay,  that  it  it  gone 

What,  sir,  is  Ihehett,  the  most  judiclouF,  mode  of  dis- 
posing of  this  surplus  revenue.'  Isl.  Shalt  we  immedi- 
ately reduce  your  tariff  of  duties  upon  prulected  articles, 
and  retain  this  surplus  in  order  to  meet  my  deficit  which 
siTch  Immediste  reduction  might  hereafter  oceail on  ^  Or, 
23,  iball  we  recommend  an  amendment  of  your  conililu- 
tion,  so  as  to  aulharize  the  distribution  of  this  surplus 
among  the  State*?  Or,  3d,  shall  we  applythit  fund  to 
the  purposes  of  securing  permanent  defencea  for  your 
country,  to  the  erection  and  armament  of  your  fortifiea- 
lion*,  and  lo  the  Increase  of  your  nsvy  * 

1.  To  the  firat  proposition,  that  of  reduelng  your  rev- 
enue and  iccuring  this  fund  fur  any  contingent  deficit 
to  rr*ult  from  such  reduction,  an  objection  will  readily 
occur  to  every  reflecting  mind.  It  would  violate  the 
compact  involved  in  your  compromise  act  of  1B33.  The 
instability  of  your  Irgislstioa  has  alresdy  become  too 
proverbial;  calcillaliona  made  under  it,  or  in  reference  to 
It,  have  already  too  often  been  frustrated  by  the  fickle 
■pirit  of  change,  aometime*  misnsmed  "  improvement." 
The  act  of  1633  was  made  in  a  apirit  of  compromise  be- 
tween two  great  and  importsnt  interesla  which  sgilated 
this  country  to  il*  centre;  and  I  would  deprecate,  as  filial 
to  that  quietude  which  that  healing  act  produced,  a 
apirit  here  that  would  prematurely  raoteat  any  of  its  vital 
provision*.  Let  Southern  gentlemen  beware  how  they 
titten  or  yield  lo  any  *uggeBliona  to  disturb  any  of  the 
radical  provitions  of  this  act.  I  am  not,  I  never  have 
been,  the  advocate  of  nttra,  of  most  extravagant  tarlRat 
The  dial ricl  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repreaentisaee- 
ond  in  manufacturing  intereat  to  scarcely  any  in  the 
State  which  gave  me  birth.  I  know  the  feelings,  the  aa- 
pirationl,  of  many  of  the  manufacturers  of  Ihe  North. 
Like  eiery  other  great  interest,  il  embrace*  both  rcaion- 
able  and  unreasonable  men.  There  are  those,  and  only 
a  few,  I  trust,  whom  you  can  hardly  saliafy  with  any 
measure  of  protection  short  of  a  total  exclusion  of  iho 
manufactures  of  the  old  world)  who,  do  for  them  what 

!'ou  please,  would  still  assail  your  eara  with  the  horse- 
eech  cry  of  "Dive,  give  ua  more  prolection."  At  pres- 
ent, sir,  there  is  an  abiding  feeling  among  a  larce  pro- 
portion, if  not  a  majority,  of  Ihe  Northern  people,  that 
there  wa*  a  time  when  the  advocatea  uf  inordinate  pro- 
tecting duties  puslied  their  cisima  to  an  unreasonable  ex- 
tent. Their  *enl1ment  is,  that  Ihe  North  ahould  not 
disturb  the  compromiae  bill;  and  if  the  South  should  vio- 
late or  disturb  any  of  Ihe  terms  of  this  adjustment,  they 
would  do  it  at  the  risk  of  losing  much  of  that  repngniaco 
to  exorbitant  larifls  which  Is  now  a  growing  sentiment  at 
Ihe  North.  Gentlemen  will  thereibre  seriously  pause 
and  look  to  consequences,  before  they  attempt  to  mtcr- 
fere  with  the  present  larifTof  duties  on  protected  srliclc^ 
and  thus  disturb  the  settlement  of  those  great  intereat*  _ 
which  wa*  wrought  by  Ihe  fiamou*  compromiM  act  of 
1833.    Cat  this  subject  looie,  and  Mt  Uiit  whok  mttcr- 
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•drift  igun,  »nd  tbere  it  no  tellings,  «ir,  which  icelion  of 
the  country  would  be  the  gsiner,  and  which  the  iMcr. 
Every  gmt  intenat  of  our  couqlry  it  now  proiperoun 
•nd  to  >Ueinpt1o  eleT>te  the  one  kbove  the  other  would 
ba  unviie,  unjiiit,  xnd  hitblcM,  in  (he  extreme.  The 
voice  of  WMdom  procUia»  to  ui  upas  thii  lubject,  "  le&Te 
well  enough- alone." 

3.  Your  Uriff  is  not  lo  be  diaturbed.  Are  you  pre- 
pwedi  in  the  next  place,  to  amend  your  conllilution  in 
«rder  lo  eubk  you  to  dialribute  your  turpiua  revenue 
amoair  the  Stateaofthla  UnionF 

Independeatly  of  the  objeclioni  lo  thii  icheme  that 
•rill  readily  occur  la  every  intelligent  mind,  and  et  irbieh 
i  wilt  okerely  glance  preaently,  (here  are  consideraliuna 
whieh  render  tbii  unprecedenled  and  now  unconilitu- 
lional  remedy  unneceaaary.  Do  )(entlemen  recollect 
that  the  head  of  your  fiical  Department  tell*  you  thit, 
under  the  operation  of  your  compromiae  hill,  you  will 
not  hereafter  realize  much,  if  any,  surplua  revenue,  ea- 
pecially  if  you  reduce  or  wholly  abolJah  (he  dutie*  upon 
•ome  ariiclea  of  fareign  production,  which  you  ahould 
do,  becauie  you  can  do  it  without  at  all  violating  the 
•pirK  of  the  compromiie  of  tB33>  The  abolition  of 
dutiei  on  winei  and  ailka  from  beyond  (he  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  would  alone  work  a  reduction  of  over  aiz  hundred 
thuuMuid  dollani  other  article*  might  be  (elected,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  revenue  flowing  from  your  cuatams  more 
than  a  million  of  dolbra,  widioul  at  all  violating  that  prin- 
ciple of  protection,  till  the  year  IS43,  which  wai  recog. 
niied  by  the  act  (o  which  I  have  ao  often  alluded)  and  if 
you  were  to  make  reaaonable  and  liberal  appropriation* 
for  object*  of  public  defeuce,  and  malce  such  a  modihca- 
lion  of  your  tatifTofduiieaaa  you  could  do,  without  pre- 
judicing articles  that  require  prolecilon,  and  which  were 
intended  to  be  protecled  by  the  act  uf  1833,  it  it  more 
than  probable  that  your  surplus  reicaue  would  no(  here- 
after accumulate  to  such  an  exieni  as  to  juilify  (he  ex- 
treme remedy  of  amending  your  conititution,  Antended 
for  by  some  gendemen  here.  In  corroboration  of  this 
view,  I  would  remind  the  committee  that  we  have  been 
told,  by  au(hority  upon  which  we  are  bound  lo  place 
ureal  reliance,  that  after  1842,  when  the  las!  and  matt 
formidable  reduciionisiobemadeunder  iheactof  1033, 
the  dimiDU(ian  of  your  cus[om9  will  be  be(ween  fire  and 
aix  millions  of  dollars  in  that  single  yeart  and  then  (he 
revenue  from  customs,  a*  we  are  told,  will  be  nine  in- 
■tcad  of  screnteMt  million*  of  dollar*.  In  tliia  view  of 
the  future,  lir,  I  am  fortified  by  the  Tact,  that  we  can 
hardly  expect  that  the  importation  of  dutiable  goods  in 
1836  will  be  equal  lo  the  importations  of  1835.  I'he 
importations  during  the  hat  year  were  unusually  lar^r, 
in  eonaequenco  of  the  apprelieosion  of  a  rupture  with 
France.  So  also  in  regard  to  your  public  lands.  It  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  that  your  revenue  from 
them  will,  in  the  present  year,  be  equal  to  what  it 
was  in  the  last.  Immense  quaniltie*  of  the  public  land* 
twva  htely  gone  Into  the  hand*  of  speculators,  who  have 
purohaaed  very  larg«  tracts.  Theie  will  be  in  market, 
ready  to  compete  with  tbe  Government  in  aupplying  the 
WMitt  of  .the  actual  aetller.  It  ahould  be  recollected, 
bcadea,  thai  the  *ale  of  the  Chickasaw  land*  ha*  been 
poalponed  to  the  present  year,  and  the  proceeds  of  them 
must  be  invested  fur  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  tn  lliis 
view  of  the  certain  past,  and  the  probable  future,  is  it 
not  unwise  now  to  adopt  (he  deqierale  expedient  of 
amendinr  your  coas(iiu(ion,  ao  a*  to  authorize  the  diitri- 
buion  of  your  surplua  treasure  for  ux  yesrs  lo  eomef 

Sir,  the  disease  ought  indeed  to  be  desperate,  before 
jou  adopt  this  new,  this  haiardous  remedy.  Arguments 
■Inart  irresistible  will  occur  to  every  refteeting  mind 
■gainit  the  untried  scheme  uf  making  Ihi*  great  central 
GoTemnwnt  the  lix^atberer  from,  and  the  revenue-dis- 
penier  lo,  tbe  diflercnt  mMubers  of  tbia  coniederaey. 


Tbe  plan  of  taxing  tbe  people  with  one  hand,  and  pay- 
ing it  back  with  the  other,  ha*  at  lea*l  tbe  chariB  of 
novelty.  And  when  you  see  deducted,  hnt  the  expense 
of  collecting  it,  and  then  the  expense  of  paying  it  back 
into  the  baads  of  your  ciUiens,  it  will  be  apt  to  occur  to 
almost  even'  body,  that  it  would  have  been  much  better 
to  have  left  it  in  the  pockets  of  the  people.  But  Ihi* 
view  of  the  subiecl  doe*  not  exhibit  the  strongest  argu- 
ment against  this  scheme.  What,  sir,  would  be  (he  con- 
sequence, if  you  were  to  distribute  for  any  number  df 
years  a  surplm  aiDong  the  Slates,  adequate  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  State  GoveromentsF  The  Slates  would  at 
once  repeal  alt  law*  imposing  direct  taxe*  upon  their 
people]  *nd  (hen  it  might  ba  found,  in  many  of  (be 
Statea,  quite  difficult  (o  make  them  consent  to  taxation 
again. 

We  all  know,  air,  that  indirect  taxation  i*  the  mott 
quiet  and  Insidious  mode  of  picking  the  pocknta  of  (he 
people.  They  know,  because  (hey  see  a*  well  a*  feel, 
the  terrors  of  the  direct  lax-gathereri  while  Ihe  horrors 
of  your  cuatom-hDUse  officer*  are  neither  seen  nor  cant* 
psratively  felt  by  tliem.  This  resource  for  the  support 
of  your  State  Governments,  or  for  work*  of  internal  im- 
provement, under  the  direction  ofyour  Stale*,  could  not 
fail  to  weaken  the  atlaehment  of  your  people  to  youP 
Stale  Govemmenta,  and  lend,  moat  powerlully,  to  what 
all  lover*  of  their  country  would  deprecate,  con>o1ida> 
tion.  Pour  upon  them  the  largesse*  contemplated  hy 
(hi*  new  icheme  of  being  liberal  to  (hem  with  (heir  own 
money,  and  they  would   be  cofistautly  throwing  b>ck 


iahed  upon  them  Ireasurea  of  their  own  contribution.  This 
ill-founded  atUchment  of  Ihe  people  to  the  General,  at 
Ihe  expense  of  (he  requlaite  atfection  for  their  Stale 
Gorernments,  is  surely  a  result  which  all  patriots  would 
deplore.  I  grant,  air,  that  this  icheme  of  dividing  the 
■urplu*  revenue  among  the  State*  is  nul  a  novel  one.  It 
wa*  prapoaed  In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  in 
1829,  and  found  very  litde  favor  then.  The  honorable 
genlleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robiitsoh]  ba«  read  an 
extract  from  PrevJent  Jackson'*  message  in  1829.  lo 
show  thst  his  opinions  have  changed  upon  Ihi*  subject 
aince  (hat  period.  This  clrcumitance,  were  it  so,  would 
not  aflect  my  course)  but  if^he  President  ha*  changed 
hii  views  upon  (his  subject,  other  gentlemen,  with  whom 
It  is  the  pride  of  the  gcjitleman  from  Virginia  to  act, 
have  also  changed  theirs.  It  was  in  the  Soulii  where  tbe 
plan,  when  first  started,  found  its  moil  decided  and  un- 
compromising enemies;  and  it  is  not  a  little  aurpriaing 
that  it  should  now  be  exhumated  by  thoiie  who  then 
killed  and  buried  it. 

3.  Tou  will  not,  you  ahould  not,  reduce  your  larifTof 
dutiea,  M)  a*  lo  viulaie  the  principlt*  of  your  compro- 
mise act.  Yon  will  not  yet  adopt  the  extreme  remedy  of 
dividing  your  surplus  revenue  among  the  Stales.  W.hat, 
then,  will  you  do^  What  have  you  been  admoniklied 
to  do  by  the  recent  signs  of  the  limes?  I  aniwer,  extend 
your  *yitem  of  foTtifieationa  and  increase  your  navy;  and 
for  (hese  great  an.l  pairiotic  objects  you  will  require  Ihe 
whole  ofyour  surplus  revenue,  al  well  that  now  on  hand 
aa  that  which  wilt  accrue  between  this  period  and  1843, 

Bui  it  has  been  contendeil,  in  the  course  of  ibis  de- 
bate, that,  in  the  distribution  of  the  bounties  of  this 
Government,  the  South  lii*  bejrn  most  unjuitly  and  cru- 
elly neglected.  The  investigation  which  I  have  been 
able  lo  bestow  upon  this  point  has  latisfied  me  that  gen- 
tlemen who  have  urged  Ihi*  position  have  (unintention- 
ally, no  doubt)  taken  too  partial  a  view  of  the  matter, 
and  have  run  into  very  great  errors.  But,  before  I  un- 
dertake to  show  Ihia,  I  will  obaerve  thai  equjit>l)[  of  dis- 
bursement throughout  the  country,  when  executing  tbe 
duty  of  putting  the  couittry  in  a  state  of  defence,  it 
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HippoM  >he  bui  effecliixlly  ftiKrded 
one  aection  t^msl  the  approach  at  >n  enemy,  with  ban, 
and  shoili,  *nd  nnd  binkai  rnuat  ill  •ectioni,  thu*  dif- 
ferently eircuTnitanced,  ihare  in  the  bounty  of  the  Got- 
emment,  for  llie  purpoKB  of  public  defence'  If  Ihii  be 
■0,  then  indeed  hare  we  very  strange  duties  to  perform 
under  thii  conMitutlon  of  Durat  then  are  we  under  ob- 
ligation to  expend  ai  much  for  defending'  our  weak  M 
our  atronK  painti.  The  whole  body  ii  to  be  laken  care 
of  and  defended.  One  member  ia  diaeaied  and  aicklyi 
it  requirea  yourapecial  care,  paina,  and  expenae,  to  re- 
store it  to  health  and  vigor.  Now,  sir,  according-  to  the 
argument  whioli  I  am  combatinfr,  in  order  to  do  justice 
to  the  whole  body,  you  must  betiowequat  expense  upon 
every  other  member.  ThU  is  a  species  of  logic  thst  will 
hardly  be  deemed  sound  by  any  one.  If  piil  into  prac- 
lioat  operation,  it  would  conduce  to  a  system  of  Ing-roil- 
ing  that  would  dlirrsce  if  not  ruin  (he  country. 

But  is  it  true,  sir,  that  this  Government  liks  been  lo 
partial  in  the  dispeiuation  ol  its  care  and  protection,  and 
in  the  diitribution  of  its  bounties,  for  the  purposes  of 
national  defence^  The  discussion  hitherto  has  embraced 
all  ipeciea  of  expenditure!  thai  come  Under  the  head  of 
"  national  defence"— fortiS cations,  navy  yards,  arsenals, 
and  every  other  object  of  expenditure.  1  will,  in  imita- 
tion of  the  example  which  has  been  aet  me,  uy  a  few 
words  about  our  expenditures  for  fortifies tiona.  This 
great  branch  ofeipenditure  certainly  exhibits  any  thing 
but  the  faot  that  the  South  has  been  overlooked  or  neg- 
lected. 

In  IBSt  the  House  of  ReprcBenlalives,  by  ri^aolution, 
called  upon  the  Secrelary  of  War  for  a  general  plan  of 
defence  and  a  dtaignation  of  forts.  From  this  resulted 
the  offer  of  a  plan,  in  1621,  of  fortification  for  the  K hole 
mar'ilime  eoasi,  from  (icorgia  to  Boston.  It  may  be 
four^d  in  the  very  able  report  of  the  board  of  engineers, 
at  the  head  of  which  was  General  Bernard,  amoog  the 
executive  documents  of  1831.  II  embrsced  between 
e'ghty  snd  ninety  forts  upMslhal  part  of  the  eoait  ex- 
lending  from  Savannah  to  Boston.  And  here  it  ia  not 
amin  to  inquire  when  and  under  uhoseadtninlslration  of 
tbe  War  Department  it  was  that  thii  liberal  acheme 
ori^^nated,  It  was  at  a  lime  of  profound  peace,  when, 
instead  ofa  plethoric  Treasury  and  millioni  of  nirplua, 
we  owed  a  national  debt  of  many  millions  ordollsn.  It 
W(i  under  the  suspicei,  too,  of  a  dlBlingulilied  gentle- 
msn,  then  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department,  [Mr. 
CiLUooa,]  who  would  now,  it  acema,  rather  than  com- 
plete the  system  iT  defence  then  approved  if  not  pro- 
jected by  lilm,  divide  yuur  surplus  revenue  among  the 
Stalea.  It  may  be  well,  too,  to  bring  lo  Ihe  recullectiun 
of  the  committee  the  patriotic  dotrines  ma'ntalned  by 
Ibe  President  of  the  United  State*  in  Iboae  duyt,  when 
we  had  neither  the  same  mean*  nor  inducements  to  muke 
liberal  eipenditurrs  for  the  purposes  of  public  defence 
Ihit  the  preient  criiia  exhibits.  Preaideni  Monroe  con- 
cluded his  aunusl  meisage  of  Decrmber,  1832,  with  the 
following  juit  and  patriotic  sentiments: 

"tlnprovukedinjuriessre  often  inflicteil,  snd  even  the 
peculiar  felicity  of  our  situation  might,  with  some,  be  a 
cause  for  excitement  and  aggreaaion.  The  history  of 
the  late  wan  in  Europe  furmshca  a  complete  demonstra- 
tion Uiat  110  lystem  of  conduct,  however  correct  In  prin- 
ciple, can  protect  neutral  Powers  from  injury  from  any 
partyi  thst  a  defenceless  position  and  a  dlalinguiihed 
love, of  peace  are  the  surest  invitations  to  war,  and  that 
there  is  no  way  to  avoid  i'l  other  thao  being  prepared 


and  willing,  for  just  cause,  lo  meet  it.  If  there  be  a 
people  on  earth  whoae  most  especial  duty  it  I*  lo  be  at 
all  timea  prepared  to  defend  the  rights  with  which  they 
are  blessed,  and  to  surpan  all  others  in  sustaining  tbe 
necessary  burdens,  and  in  submitting  to  airrifieea  to 
make  auch  preparations,  it  i*  undoubtedly  Ihe  people 
of  these  Statei.  The  United  Slates  owe  to  Ihe  world  a 
great  example,  and,  by  meana  thereof,  to  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  huminily  a  generous  aupport.  They  have 
ao  far  succeeded  lo  the  aatiafactlon  cf  the  virloous  and 
enlightened  of  every  country.  There  i>  no  reason  lo 
doubt  that  theip  whole  movement  will  be  regulated  by  a 
aacred  regard  to  principle,  all  ourinatilutiona  being  found* 
-■'— thai  basis.     Theabilityto  support  o' - 

charged  sgalnit  free  Governments,  that  they  have 
neiiner  Ihe  foresight  nor  the  virtue  lo  provide  at  the  prop- 
er seaaon  for  great  emergenciest  that  their  course  i«iB< 
provident  and  eipenuvcj  that  war  will  always  End  them 
unprepared)  and,  whatever  may  be  its  calamitiei,  that  it* 
terrible  warnings  will  be  diiregarded  and  forgotten  aa 
soon  as  peace  return!.  I  have  full  conhdence  that  thia 
charge,  ao  far  as  relatci  to  Ibe  United  States,  will  be 
shown  to  be  utterly  deaiitule  of  truth." 

[f  this  was  the  langusge  of  truth  and  wisdom  when  it 
was  uttered,  when  we  were  encumbered  with  a  heavy 
national  debt,  when  ire  lisd  no  very  recent  prospect 
of  a  conflict  with  any  other  nation,  bow  much  ihore 
authoritative  sliouid  it  now  br,  when  we  have  miltionsof 
surplus  treasure  on  hand,  and  when  we  have  so  lately 
been  threatened  with  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful nations  of  Europe.'  How  many  forts  have  been  fin- 
islied  since  our  last  war  with  Great  Britain^  The  prin- 
cipal engineer  has  been  kind  enough  to  furnish  me  wilh 
a  list,  from  wlilcb  il  appears  that  eleven  forts  have  been 
completed,  and  that  thirteen  are  now  in  a  course  of  con- 

Tbe  cost  of  finishing  which,  according  lo  the  estimala 
which  hsB  been  furnished  lo  me,  will  bs  -   (3,531,815 
I'lie  foriifi cations  Ihal  have  thua  been  (iitiab- 

cd  have  cost  ....      4,072,934 

Expensei  already  incurred  for  thoae  under 

conilructlon,  ....  6,305.rr» 
Tutal  expended  for  fortificalions  since  Ihe 

year  1816 10,578,713 

Other  gentlemen  have  rnrnished  us  with  autement* 
that  are  fullacioua,  They  include  araenalaand  ordnance, 
and  thu*  probably  awell  tbe  amount  to  aonie  twelve  or 
thirteen  millions  of  dollarat  and  when  1  come  to  tell,  air, 
where  these  forti  are  located,  and  what  amounthaibeen 
expended  for  each,  1  apprehend  tluit  no  gentleman  will 
deny  that,  in  relation  to  rorlifications  at  ieaal,  this  Govern- 
ment has  been  extremely  liberal  to  Ihe  Southi  that  the 
South   ought  to  be   the  last  aection  of  the  country  la 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  [Mr.  Bill] 
told  lit  that  if  we  went  as  extensively  Into  a  ayatem  of 
fortifications  as  now  seemed  to  be  contemplated  by  the 
frienda  of  Ihe  administration,  you  would  require  a  stand- 
ing army  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  mcni  that  tbia 
force  would  be  necessary  to  garriaun  all  the  forta.  The 
head  of  the  engineer  department  hsa  also  furnlibed  me 
with  Ihe  number  of  men  necessary  to  gsrriion,  si  welt 
the  forts  that  have  been  completed  ai  those  which  are 
inacourscofeonatruciion.  According  to  Ihisstateraen', 
there  will  be  necessary  to  garrison  the  eleven  forls  fin- 
iibed,  in  time  of  peace,  550  men;  in  war,  4,630  men. 
For  the  thirteen  forts  now  imder  wsy,  there  will  be  nc. 
cesairy,  In  time  of  peace,  1,800  men,  and  in  war  15,765 
men.  I  have  the  authority  of  the  able  board  of  engi- 
neer), who  nude  the  report  of  1821,  to  say  ilistyour 
garrison*  might  conusC  of  the  aaine  number  of  regulat 
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troop*  in  time  of  wir  ■«  in  time  of  peicr,  tai  (hit  (he 
remimder  micht  be  Turniihed  by  the  militia,  held  In 
rexlineu  to  throw  IhemKlrei  into  the  forts  on  the  firM 
■ppearmnce  of  >n  enemy,  ■□  lh«l  *  tirffc  Minding- army  in 
lime  of  peice,  to  ^rriaon  your  forti,  ii  not  necenir)'. 
No  one  can  read  the  able  report  of  General  Bernardand 
ottieri,  in  1831,  without  being  alruck  with  tbe  immf^nae 
economy  and  aaving,  both  of  blood  and  treaiure,  that 
would  remit  from  numerous  fortifications  along  your 
coast  in  time  of  war.  In  the  rvent  ofa  war  with  one  of 
the  great  maritime  Power*  of  Europe,  it  seems  that, 
wilhoul  forts,  it  wuuld  be  necessary,  In  order  to  defend 
New  Orleans,  Norfolk,  Bitiimorc,  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  Narraganset  bay,  (only  six  places,)  to  main- 
tain 67,000  men  encamped  and  under  arms,  and  33,000 
ready  to  march  and  within  call.  According  to  the  eslimale 
made,  ihrse  67,000  would  cost,  in  a  campaign  of  six 
months,  sixteen  miUiona  sevEn  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
•■nd  doUars — more  Iban  enough  lo  construct  the  furli- 
ficatioiuneceiaaryror  the  above  pUees,  sine e  the  ■  mount 
necessary  to  conalruct  works  at  tbe  above  places  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  1831,  only  a  little  over  eleven 
millions  of  ilollara.  "  By  these  means,"  says  the  report 
abuve  mentioned,  "3,720  regulars,  and  21,000  militia, 
either  in  the  furti  or  in  small  corps,  upon  advantageous 
positions,  would  sufflce  after  (he  erection  of  tbEseworkii 
and  we  should  have  only  23,730  men  lo  pay  and  aupporl, 
instead  or67,C00.  The  difference  (911,093,000)  being 
about  equal  to  (he  eatimited  expense  of  the  foria,  it  fol- 
low! (hat  the  Coat  of  their  erection  wil)  be  compensated 
by  (he  saving  they  make  in  a  single  campaign  of  six 
monlha."  Da  not  such  facta  and  such  considerations 
plead  eloquently  in  favor  of  the  plan  of  liberally  extend- 
ing our  system  of  fortilications' 

A  word  more,  sir,  about  this  alleged  injustice  lo  the 
South:  tn  order  to  determine  whether  there  i*  any 
foundation  for  the  charge  in  regard  lo  fori  ifi cations,  it  ia 
proper  to  inquire  where  your  fortiliave  been  located) 
I  mean  tlitwe  which  have  been  cnnslructcd  according  to 
the  tablet  to  which  I  l>»ve  referred.  From  these  tables, 
fumiabed  by  tbe  chief  engineer,  it  appeari  that,  of  the 
eleven  fortt  Bnialied,  Iwo  are  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
and  the  other  nine  are  in  the  Southern  SUtei)  thai,  for 
fortlEcations  that  have  been  Rniihed,  there  has  been  ex- 
pended lor  IhoK  located  in  the  Southern  States  the  for- 
midable sum  of  $3,375,393i  and  for  the  two  in  New 
York  harbor,  and  being  the  only  two  in  Ihe  Northern 
8(alea  in  the  liit  indicating  tliose  finished,  (he  sum  of 
only  9797,541.  Of  the  thirteen  forts  now  under  con- 
•truction,  teven  are  in  the  Southern  and  six  in  the  North- 
am  Slates.  Upon  those  located  in  the  Southern  Stales 
.  Uiere  has  already  been  expelled  Ihe  sum  of  {4,804,374) 
Upon  those  in  the  Northern  Slates,  $1,451,405. 

1  have  not,  sir,  insiituted  these  cumparisona  from  any 
dispoailion  to  Hnd  fault  with  what  has  been  done.  No, 
airi  if  the  Southern  araboard  had  recjuired  fortifici liana, 
•a  it  doubtless  did,  it  is  right  thai  your  forts  were  located 
thete.  But  is  it  not  surprising  that  llie  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carulma,  [Mr.  Troxtjob,]  in  the 
ingenioua  and  eloquent  speech  with  which  he  favored 
US,  should  have  overio»ked  this  marked  libtrality  of  this 
Government,  in  Ihe  expenditure  of  itstrcusure,  to  the 
Southern  section  of  the  Union^  The  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  were,  nu  doiibl,  iIib  offspring  of 

Eire  and  pairialie  Intentiun,  and  of  afTfCtion  fur  that 
iiion  which  all  should  regard  as  the  certain  meins  of 
ntliunal  and  individual  pruipFrityi  but  what  effect  do 
■rguments  like  thuie  addressed  to  Ui  by  the  honiirable 
gentleman  from  So^jlh  Carulina  naturally  produce?  Sir, 
they  Can  only  terve  to  remler  the  Soulhtrn  people  mora 
diieoniented  with  their  political  condition,  and  lo  im- 
prEss  (hem  with  the  belief  that  this  national  Gorernmcnt 
It  to  tbrm  a  cune  rather  than  a  bleating. 


The  South,  the  "  magnanimous"  South,  '•  the  forbear- 
ing'," Ihe  prosperous  Sou(b,  which  haa  been  represented 
to  ut  as  the  "  great  well-spring"  from  which  almost  all 
our  national  treaaure  flows,  the  "  neglected"  South, 
has  been  Ihe  suhjecl  of  most  unmeasured  eulogy  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolint,  [Hr,  Taovr- 
aoiT.]  I  inferred,  front  the  gentleman's  details  of  espen- 
dilure  at  Ihe  South,  that  the  "Old  Dominion"  was  not 
intended  lo  be  embraced  by  his  designation  of  "the 
South."  I  suppose  that,  since  Ihe  passage  of  her  ex- 
punging resclutions,  her  geographical  position  hat  been 
changed,  and  that  no  relationship  is  now  acknowledged 
by  Ihe  sovereign  State  of  South  Carolina.  Sir,  I  would 
not  attempt  to  abate  or  detract  from  any  of  ihe  honor 
and  glory  that  legitimately  belong  to  the  South.  She  is 
proud,  chivalrous,  and  animated  by  a  loRy  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence. She  has  produced  her  full  quota  of  good 
and  great  men,  to  blesa  and  adorn  the  nation;  bullet  not 
gentlemen,  in  Justice  to  their  own  underttshdlngs,  ima- 
gine that  all  the  patriotism,  all  Ihe  chivalry,  all  Ihe 
wealth,  all  Ihe  enterprise,  and  all  the  means  of  producing 
national  revenue,  are  monopoliaed  by  any  particular  sec- 
tion of  this  country.  If  the  North,  sir,  is  nol  loud  here 
ill  the  trumpeting  of  her  own  fame,  or  the  annunciation 
of  her  wealth,  her  resources,  and  her  improvemenls,  let 
not  gentlemen  suppose  that  she  is  Ihcrefore  less  the  fair 
Bubjecl  of  praise.  If  her  sons  on  this  floor  have  been 
taught  that  there  it  a  State  egotiam  at  well  st  an  individ- 
ual egotism,  and  that  the  one  is  about  u  obnoxious  to 
the  lovers  of  a  correct  taste  as  the  other,  gentlemen 
may,  perhaps,  in  tome  measure,  be  able  to  account  for 
the  infrequeney  with  which  the  praises  of  the  North  are 
here  echoed.  If  we  too  have  our  "  welt-springs,"  we 
are  conlent  to  enjoy  them,  wiihoui  parading  them  to  the 
world.  If,  sir,  we  were  tbe  firil  lo  embark  in  and  ac- 
iplith  works  of  enterprise  which  do  honor,  not  only 


.  the  n. 


I,  but  tc 


lider  it  no  part  of  our  duty  to  sing  our  own  hounnat 
here.  If,  in  every  part  of  New  Yorkai^d  New  England, 
we  could  boast  a  system  of  common  schooll,  of  element- 
■ry  Inilruciion,  which  imparts  education  to  the  poorest 
and  the  humblest,  and  fits  them  Cor  free  government)  if 
(here  we  could  behold  every  where  the  evidences  of 
prosperity,  in  (he  excellence.oF  roads,  tbe  neatness  of 
dwellings,  the  productiveness  of  fitldi,  Ihe  taste  and 
cleanliness  of  villages,  the  rapid  growth  and  astonishing 
number  of  cities,  and  the  indicatibna  of  religion  and  re- 
finement in  the  Ibousinda  of  altara  dedicated  to  God,  we 
would  feel  a  secret,  an  innate  aatisfaclion  in  the  conlem- 
pUlion  and  fruition  of  these  blessings,  but  would  deem  it 
no  part  of  our  duly  to  make  any  or     """'  '■'-■.■— 

of  them  here.    Have  we  cause  fur  si 
the  impartial  who  have  visited  us  answer. 

Genlleraen  who  urge  the  objection  lo  appropriations, 
that  your  public  treasure  it  not  equally  disbursed  through 
tbe  country,  do  not  correctly  estimate  the  reelings  that 
unite,  or  should  unite,  the  palriotie  cltliens  of  this  con- 
federacy. Money  expended  for  the  defence  of  Ken- 
tucky or  Missouri  ia,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  money 
expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  freemen  whom  1  have 
the  honor  to  represent.  I<tt  a  foreign  foe  invade  ibe 
West  or  Southwetl,  and  it  is  enough  for  my  c ' '" 
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we  should  be,  one  united,  indivisible 
whole.  Let  Ihe  enemy  strike  a  blow  upon  the  remoteil 
extremity  of  this  widely  extended  country,  and  il  ia  In- 
Mantly  frit  at  the  heart  and  at  the  olher  extremity.  Si^ 
when  victory  perches  upon  Ihe  American  standard, 
whether  on  the  banks  of  Ihe  Niajtara  or  Ihe  plains  of  New 
Orleans,  every  true  American  citizen,  no  mailer  where 
hit  hiics  may  be  cast,  tharet  in  the  Joy  and  the  glory  of 
the  achievement.  '  I'is  our  country's  trmt  that  triumph, 
and  we  rejoice.      Tit  our  country's  foe  IhaTi*  TietorU 
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oui,  ind  w«  mouni.  Ezp«i»d  vour  monej  to  defend 
any  one  vulninble  point  of  your  counlry,  and,  ipeakin^ 
■1  ■  pBtriat,  jau  expend  it  for  the  benefit  oF  the  whule 
eouniry.  Partial  appropriation!  for  the  defence  oF  the 
counlry,  beeauie  it  h  happen*  Ihal  neccMit;  compels 
ut  to  n>cnd  more  in  one  Stale  (ban  in  another^  Jeal- 
ouay,  ior  aueb  cauie,  i*  unworthy  of  the  bigh-mlniled 
men  whom  we  repreient. 

&  few  yeari  ago  ihe  iarage  Black  Hawk  made  moat 
aar)fulnary  incunioni  upon  the  borders  of  one  or  more 
of  your  Weatern  Statei,'  a  national  force  was  aummoned 
to  theicene  of  action  la  ■ubduchim.  It  coat  the  nation 
perhaps  two  millions  ofdollara  to  put  him  downiand  lliink 
you,  sir,  Ihal  any  genllemaD  from  Ihia  side  of  (he  moun- 
laina  would  have  dared  to  have  urged  to  Ihis  national  dii- 
•bunement  the  contracted  objection  that  (he  money  wa*' 
•pent  eiclusivelj  for  the  benefit  of  your  Western  bor- 
derers, and  IhM  they  thrrefore  ought  to  have  paid  the 
whole  or  the  greater  proportion  of  (he  eipenie  of  this  war' 
That  man  very  mucli  un^erratea  the  pitriotism  of  (be 
Atlandc  Statea,  who  imsginei  that,  within  their  borders, 
Ibcre  could  tJtT  bare  been  found  a  single  nun  with  a 
•oul  contracted  enough  (o  urge  such  an  objection.  An 
Indian  war  has  broken  out  in  Florida.  The  national 
purse  is  opened,  and  the  national  force  i*  ordered  to  put 
It  down.  It  will  coat  (he  nation  mure  than  two  millions 
of  dollars.  U  there  any  gentleman  here  who  would  dare 
toiaytbalit  is  unjust  to  tax  the  whole  nation  with  Ihe 
expenae  of  thii  local,  Ihii  neighborhood  war?  Yet  my 
constituents  are  not  immediitely  aflecled  by  it.  The 
constlluenls  of  the  gentletnan  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Habdih,]  who  oppDsesalmoit  ^1  extraordinary  ippropri. 
ationi,  are  not  imtuediatety  sfTecled  by  it.  But  sir,  tbey 
wootdnot  come  up  to  Durslandard  of  Kentucky  chivalry, 
if,  for  this  reaaon,  they  would  not  freely  cnnlribule  (heir 
full  riiare  of  blood  and  treasure  towards  terminating  this 
local  [hough  desolating  war.  We  hare,  in  days  gone 
by,  had  our  Seminole  ware  and  our  Creek  wari.  The 
nation  has,  as  il  afaould  haTe  done,  prosecuted  ihem  to  a 
auccesaful  termination,  though  not  one  twentielh  pari  of 
the  nation  was  immediately  Blfecied  by  them;  yei  it  was 
enough  for  nineteen  twenlielhsof  (his  Union  that  their 
fellow  .country  men,  llieir  wives  and  children,  were  ex- 
posed to,  or  suffered,  all  the  horrors  of  savage  warfare. 
They  never  murmured,  nor  will  ihcy,  so  long  u  Ihey  de- 
■erre  the  name  and  retain  the  character  of  American 
citizens  murmur,  because  they  are  required  to  contrib- 
ute to  Mich  purposes. 

I  speak  in  no  unkind  or  taunting  spirit,  when  I  aay  (bat 
constant  and  moat  lil>eral  draughts  have  been  made  upon 
your  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  Indians,  and  extinguish- 
ing Indian  titles.  A  treaty  has  juat  been  entered  into 
with  the  Cherukees,  which  ia  now  before  the  Senate  for 
its  ratificalion,  by  which  you  atipulite  to  pay  tbem 
$5,600,000.  Were  we  to  look  at  the  suma  of  money 
thiu  expended  through  a  canlrmcled  medium,  we  might 
Bay  that  iheae  Indians,  thus  bought  out  and  thus  re- 
moved al  this  enormous  expense,  did  not  molest  or  in- 
commode Ihe  citizens  uf  the  Middle  or  Norlbern  St>le^ 
and  that  (hey  ought  not  to  be  thus  constantly  taxed  for 
their  remoral;  but  if  1  know  the  people  of  the  North, 
their  representatives  here  would  gvn  but  liitle  favor 
with  Ihtir  conatituent^  if  they  should  take  such  selBih 
•nd  anti-national  ground.  Let  them  urge  such  objec- 
tions, and  their  people  ■■  would  shake  them  off  like  dew- 
dropB  from  the  lion'a  mane."  When  Western  gentlemen 
tell  u*  (hat  the  West  is  not  benefited  by  expenditures 
fur  expenses  upon  your  seaboard,  they  aasume  an  en- 
tirely erroneous  position.  Why  enlarge  your  navy  and 
fortify  your  commercial  cities,  but  (o  defend  the  com- 
merce ofthe  country?  a  commerce  in  which  the  farmer  or 
merchant  of  (he  remotest  corner  of  Misiouri  may  be  aa 
much  iotveited  u  Ibosc  wbo  reside  in  the  imintdiale 


vicinity  of  your  commercial  cities.  In  a  Itrge  o 
cial  country,  aeeboird  fortifications  and  an  adequate  navy 
should  alwaya  coexist.  The  experience  of  the  laat  Sfij 
year*  amply  demonstrate*  this.  We  have  also  bad  expe- 
rience enough  to  convince  u>  that  agriculture  and  con)- 
merce  must,  for  years  to  come,  be  (he  great  means  of 
wealth  (o  (his  counlry.  The  productions  of  our  rich  and 
extensive  soil  cinnot  be  locked  up  within  our  borders. 
They  muit  find  vent  abroad*  and  if,  .to  insure  them  a 
safe  transit  to  their  destination,  fortifications  and  ahipa 
are  neceaaary,  eipcnditurca  for  luch  objects  are  as  benefi- 
cial (o  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  as  lo 
(he  inhabitants  of  your  seabosrd)  nay,  more,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  greUer  agricultural  surplus  which  they  raise 
for  foreign  consumption.  The  Boutherii  Stalea  own  but 
litlle  of  Ihe  tonnage  of  the  country;  but,  in  the  event  of 
a  war,  would  they  not  be  most  vitally  interested  in  the 
commerce  of  (he  nation,  and  in  a  navy  adequate  to  it* 
supporl?  Wuuld  not  their  great  staples,  which  look  to 
foreign  markets,  be  most  imminently  exposed?  This 
matter  wit  well  underatood  here  a  year  ago,  by  West- 
ern and  Southern  gentlemen,  when  we  were  under  the 
sppreheniion  of  a  French  war.  I  well  recollect  two 
speeches,  the  one  made  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Ur.  Hianiir,]  and  the  other  by  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Ur.  AacBaa,]  in 
which  Ihe  losses  that  their  respective  constituents  would 
sustain,  in  consequence  of  a  war,  were  portrayed  in  most 
appalling  colors.  It  was  not  then  believed  or  suppoaed  by 
any  oni',  that  lbs  remote  position  of  Kentucky  from  the 
seabosrd  would  exempt  her  from  the  pecuniary  losses 
alwsyi  inseparable  from  war. 

You  are  destined  soon,  very  soon,  (o  be  the  grealeat 
commercial  nation  on  the  globe.  You  are  already  the 
second,   taking  your  commercial  shipping   interest  a* 

r  atandard.     You  are  only  (he  seventh  naval  Power; 

ought  (o  be  at  least  (he  (bird.  Our  country  is  con- 
illy  developing  new  resource s;  and  if  its  fii(ure  ad- 
ces  in  wealth  and  greatness  shall  justify  the  hopes  of 
Vicndsand  (be  fearaof  its  enemies,  the  day  ■■  not  far 
ant  when.  In  commerce  and  in  wealth,  we  will  be 
.  among  the  nations)  snd  then,  sir,  it  will  not  be 
ugh  to  have  those  miglily  poaaeaaiDli*.  We  must 
have  at  hand  the  ability,  (he  reuly  means,  to  protect  and 
defend  them. 

We  ahould  always  bear  in  mind,  air,  that  the  gloriou* 
xample  of  our  aucceaa  in  free  governmait  is  not  looked 
t  with  overmuch  complacency  by  crowned  heads  and 
potentates.  Sooner  or  later  ita  influence  will  ba  ex- 
'  Ibited  by  a  mighty  ihaking  among  the  nations  of 
urone.  They  will  be  able  to  Ince  (he  contuliion* 
hick  rsck  them  to  their  true  source<  and  wo  (o  us 
len,  if  we  shslt  be  unprepared  for  the  trials  and  con- 
flicts which  may  (hen  await  ui.  And  if  then,  lir,  they 
shall  attempt  to  save  (heir  (rembling  (hrones  by  a  united 
giant  struggle  to  eitinguiih  (his  bright  weslern  orb  of 
freedom,  which  is  shooting  ilsvividraysalbwart  the  dark 
valleys  of  Europe,  illustrating  lo  its  benighted  subject! 
the  charms  of  free  government;  and  if,  at  such  a  eriai^ 
they  shall  be  encouraged  by  the  brilliant  temptation  of* 
commerce  dotting  every  ocean,  without  the  means  of 
defending  it  either  at  home  or  on  the  deep,  then  will  we 
indeed  (liscover  how  worse  than  miserable  was  (hat 
parsimony  vrhich,  in  (he  daya  of  our  abundance  and 
prosperity,  had  grudged  a  few  millions  for  the  purpotei 
of  nalionBl  defence! 

While  upon  this  subject,  I  may,  and  1  hope  willMat 
giving  offence  lo  many  gentlemen  here,  who  are  bonestljr 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  South  and  West  have  not 
equally  participated  in  the  public  bounties  bringafaet 
or  (wo  to  their  knowledge,  of  which  all,  perhaps,  are 
not  apprized.  By  looking  back  into  the  documentary 
history  of  the  couoiry  for  only  two  yearSf  you  will  find 
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that,  in  1824,  your  Seeretir;  of  the  Treuury  made  > 
Tcry  able  uid  voluininojs  report  on  the  prciEnt  Byilem 
of  keeping  the  public  money.  To  this  report  wu  ap- 
pended a  table  showing  where  the  public  moneyi,  ap- 
propriated for  the  year  1B34,  were  eipeni}edi  ind  from 
thii  it  appean  thai  the  whole  eipendilurei  of  appro- 
prialloni  for  I83i  wai  $21,293,200;  that  the  whole 
colleetioni  of  1834  were  |30,634,7I7<  that  Ihe  expend, 
iture  leM  than  collections,  in  the  Butem  States,  wai 
^8,908i  that  the  expenditure  more  than  colleclion,  in 
the  9uulhcrn  and  Soulhwestern  Ststea,  wMt957,318| 
tint  the  expenditure  more  than  collection.  In  Ihe  West- 
ern Sutea,  waa  (86r,470|  makinfr  an  ezceas  of  expend, 
ilure  in  the  Boutheni  and  Western  Stalei  of^l, 83^686. 

It  alto  sppean,  from  thia  nme  table,  that  about  one 
third  of  all  your  naval  expenditures  were  m«de  al  Nor- 
folk in  that  year.  Thia,  sir,  does  not  look  much  like 
draining  the  North  and  East  at  Ihe  expense  of  the  South 
and  West. 

Again,  air:  for  the  benefit  of  which  aecUon  of  your 
country  more  particularly  baa  your  little  army  hitherto 
been  maintained  >  What  sections  of  your  country,  ainee 
Ihe  peace  of  1815,  hare  most  required  its  presence*  It 
haa  been  moat  needed  at  your  Western  and  Southwestern 
posts,  and  in  the  ricinity  of  your  Indian  tribes.  Since 
the  tsat  war,  air,  an  epauletted  gentleman,  in  the  terrice 
of  the  United  States,  is  i  Tcry  rare  object  in  my  dii- 

It  haa  been  Slid,  too,  that  Ihe  West  and  Southwest  are 
conatantly  lulling  your  Treasury  with  moneys  paid  for 
your  public  lands,  and  that  this  Government  is  constantly 
draining  the  Weat  of  its  available  meani  in  the  araila  of 
your  public  lands.  Sir,  illiberality  to  the  purchasers  of, 
and  the  settlers  upon,  your  public  lands,  is  certainly  the 
hat  thing  with  which  this  Qovernmant  it  Justly  charges, 
ble.  No  nation  on  earth  waa  ever  jiunt  liberal  than  we 
have  been  in  the  disposition  of  our  public  domain. 
Last  summer,  when  in  his  Britannic  Hijesiy's  dominions, 
I  heard  our  liberal ,  policy  in  relation  to  our  public  lanJa 
contrasted  with  that  which  obtained  in  the  Cinadas.  1 
heard  it  stated  that  our  very  liberal  policy  had  a  ten. 
dency  to  drive  all  the  emigrants  who  passed  up  the  St. 
Lawrence  directly  into  the  United  Slates. 

It  rs  entirely  wrong  to  say  that  the  immense  aitmi  of 
money  that  hate  ao  recently  flowed  into  your  Treasury, 
as  avails  of  the  public  lands,  are  contributed  exclusively 
by  the  Westi  millions  of  the  capital  of  the  Atlantic  SUtet 
and  Atlantic  ciliea  have  been  Invested  in  your  public 
landsi  and  I  might  {^o  further,  and  show  to  you  that  large 
■a  are  the  revenues  that  have  recently  been  received 
from  your  public  lands,  they  have  not  yet  yielded  to  the 
Government  as  much  as  they  cost  the  Government.  1 
have  in  my  hand*,  sir,  a  document,  being  arepurt  made  by 
Ihe  Secreuryof  the  Treasury  10  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  on  the  25lh  day  of  January  last,  in  compli- 
ance with  ft  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands.  From  thia  it  appears  thai  your  public 
>nd«  have  cost  the  nation  -  -    963,608,333 

And  that  the  amount  received  for  them,  to 

the  35th  of  January  last,  was  only         -      57,653,307 

Leaving  them  still  a  debtor  to  the  Oofem- 

mentin-  ....       #5,946,035 


Gentlemen  can  refer  to  the  daeumcnt  to  which  I  have 
above  alluded,  for  the  particuUrs  that  constitute  the 
above  sum  of  more  than  aixly -three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  main  Items  are  the  Louinana  purchaae,  the  expendi- 
ture under  Ihe  bead  of  the  Indian  department  from  Ihe 
commencement  .of  the  Government,  ihe  amount  paid  for 
the  Floridaa,  the  expenses  of  the  land  offieea,  and  the 
expense  of  surveying  the  public  land*.  I  repeat,  air, 
Ibat  I  indulge  in  thia  course  of  remark  not  in  *ny 
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launling  spirit;  not  to  induce  the  belief  that  more  haa 
been  done  lor  the  West  and  Southwest  than  ought 
to  have  been  done,  (for  1  do  not  cherish  this  belrer,] 
but  to  convince,  if  possible,  our  brethren  of  the  Weat 
and  Southwest,  that  they  have  not  been  forgotten  or 
neglected,  and  that  their  fetlaw-ciliiens  of  the  seaboard 
have  not  engrossed  sn  undue  share  of  the  favors  and  the 
bounties  ofthis  Government.  Let  us,  then,  sir,  discard 
that  narrow  feeling  which  would  oppose  a  national  work, 
because  the  money  apprnprialed  for  its  conslruelion  is  not 
to  be  expended  in  our  immediate  neighborhood;  op. 
position  tuunded  on  such  feelings  is  unworthy  of  the 
high  places  we  here  hold.  It  is  the  emanation  of  ■  spirit 
contracted  and  selHsh.  It  was  not  sucli  a  Ipirit  which 
achieved  the  independence  of  this  republic.  It  Is  not 
such  a  spirit  which  can  urge  us  on  (a  the  high  deitinjr 
which  but  fur  ourselves  awaits  us- 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  inducements  that  now 
urge  us  to  make  liberal  appropriations  (or  our  country'* 
defence,  to  increase  our  navy,  and  extend  our  system  of 
fortificationa,  are  of  irresistible  force.  Our  commerce 
ia  daily  extending,  and  in  proportion  as  it  spreads  wider 
and  wider,  will  the  causes  of  our  rupture  with  foreign 
nilions  increase.  Nations  sre  but  masses  ofindividusTa, 
and  every  day's  experience  teaches  us  that  individuals 
who  are  engaged  in  extended  commercial  upeTationa  are 
more  exposed  to  controversies  and  litigstions  than  those 
who  are  engaged  in  more  quiet  and  limited  pursuits;  and 
though  the  cloud  of  war  that  so  lately  hung  over  us  hat 
been  dispelled,  yet,  in  the  ever-varying  current  of  national 
intereils  and  nslional  events,  who  can  tell  how  aoon  we 
may  be  called  upon  to  expend  our  blood  and  our  treasure 
in  defence  of  our  dearest  national  interests?  Recent 
occurrences  should  not,  they  cannot,  fail  to  awakeil 
thruughout  Ihe  country  mare  respect  for  the  familiar,  and 
almost  hackneyed,  though  sound  masim,  of  the  Father  of 
bis  Country,  *'in  peace  to  be  prepared  for  war."  The  wia- 
dom  of  this  advice  is  demonstrated  not  only  by  the  obser- 
vation of  Ihe  dispositiun  of  nations,  but  of  individuals. 
The  man  who  is  witling  and  able  lo  repel  aaaault  is  not 
apt  lo  be  molested  by  the  braggart  and  the  bully.  All 
experience  teachea  us  that  the  best  way  to  avoid  attack 
i«  never  to  court  it,  but  always  to  be  prepared  tu  meet  it 
firmly,  come  when  and  how  it  may.  Those  who  would 
otherwise  molest  you,  will  then  be  apt  to  act  upon  the 
principle  that  "Ihe  better  part  of  valor  is  discrelioni" 
just  so  with  nations,  sir. 

To  conclude,  then,  sir,  we  have  an  oversowing  Treas- 
ury; we  have  lately  had  most  threatening  relations  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europei  a  vastly 
extended  and  almost  defenceless  seaboard;  a  navy  which, 
much  as  it  has  contributed  to  the  honor  of  the  country, 
ranks  only  with  that  of  some  of  Ihe  smallef  Powers  of 
Europe;  and  (wh>t  seemed  to  he  quite  indispensable  to 
some  gentlemen  on  another  occasion)  the  recummenda- 
lion  or  the  Preaideni,  lo  make  liberal  appropriation  to 
object!  of  defence.  What,  sir,  are  the  suggestions  of 
wisdom  and  patriotism  under  such  circumstances.'  Shall 
we  adopt  a  policy  that  shall  prove  our  love  of  money 
stronger  than  our  love  of  country?  When  the  nation  haa 
ao  lately  been  threatened  with  a  rupture,  shall  we  hoard 
our  treaauro  with  the  miser's  spirilP  emulate  the  exam- 
ple of  Fairick  Henry's  hero,  and  cling  to  our  "beef, 
beef,  beef,"  our  money,  money,  money,  rather  than 
promptty  execute  the  great  duty  of  common  defence, 
authorized,  if  not  inculcated,  by  the  conalilution.'  No, 
atr;  the  noble  and  chivalroua  spirit  which  achieved  our 
independence,  and  Ihe  example  which  we  owo  to  Ihe 
cauae  of  free  government, throughout  the  world,  forbid 
it.  Those  eloquent  monitor*  urge  ua  now,  in  the  dsyl 
o(  our  plenty  and  prosperity,  to  secure  the  means  of  de- 
fending our  happy  country,  that  klngi  and  deapola  may 
be  fiitbleu  and  ambitiou*,  and  yet  the  free-bom  citiieu 
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of  America  may  tit  under  (heir  own  Tine  and  lig-ttee, 
•'  wilhoul  any  lo  liuii  or  make  them  «rnrid." 
When  Mr.  ViKDiBFgiL  I  >d  tiken  his  seat, 
Mr.  STOIIKR  took  the  floor,  at  nearly  all  o'clock,  but 


:  nay 


rnr. 


n  the  CI 


Mr.  LEWISmovedlhitthi 
lion  wssiiigatived:  Yeas36,  dbvs  68. 

The  ciimmitti  e  then  roae,  and  reported  that  tliere  vsa 
no  quorum. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  ihit  the  Home  do  adjourn. 

On  molion  ufMr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  yeaa  and  niyi 
vere  ordered,  and  Ihe  quesliun  bring  taken,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  Veai  31,  nays  84. 

There  wis  not  a  quorum  Totingi  and,  upon  an  inti- 
milion  that  (here  wm  evidently  a  quorum  preaenl, 
tetlera  were  appointed,  who  reported  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, and  the  Douse  again  went  into  committee . 

Mr.  STOH£K  then  roae  and  addressed  Ibe  Chair  as 
iblliiwa: 

Mr.  Chairman!  The  debate  upon  this  bill hai  already 
been  Bufficienlly  prolracted,  and  every  member  of  Ihe 
committee,  I  am  Mtisfied,  is  prepared  to  vole  upon  the 
question  it  Inyolves.  1  am  prepared,  and  have  been  for 
the  last  four  weeks,  to  meet  the  B)>proprialian  for  the 
naval  aervice  with  my  hearty  aanction.  I  had  not  intend- 
ed U)  offer  any  remarka  on  (he  aubject  under  discus- 


uid  h 


ohai 
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hearer  rather  than  a  speaker,  if  I  had  not  heard,  withi 
the  last  few  dayt,  a  tirade  upon  thii  floor,  which  a  prop- 
er sense  of  public  ai  well  aa  private  duly  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  paa>  by  without  the  moat  uneqifivocal  animad- 

8ir,  the  navy  and  the  army,  though  different  arma 
of  the  public  defence,  and  requiring  (he  adaptation 
of  different  means  to  their  efrective  usefulnesa,  yet  upon 
one  point  both  must  unite.  I  mean  that  aprit  de  torpt 
which  alone  ran  elevate  and  auitain  Ihe  chiracler  of 
ellhEr  profeasion.  It  ia  vain  for  any  Government  to  rely 
upon  the  mere  appliances  of  war,  Ibe  physical  materiel 
or  an  army  or  a  navy  alone;  unless  her  soldiers  and  her 
■ailora  are  gallant  men,  and  their  well-earned  rcputatlona 
kre  preaerved,  I  would  say  hallowed, in  her  hiatory,  every 
niible  incentive  to  effort  is  eitinguiihed,  every  glorious 
throb  of  pairiDlie  enthuaiasm  is  hushed.  We  may  im- 
prore,  by  the  expenditure  of  mllliana,  our  navy  yard% 
we  may  increiae  our  marine,  we  may  erect  new  forliti- 
cationa,  and  add  to  the  numerical  strengtli  of  our  armyi 
but,  unleia  the  true  American  spirit  eiists  throughout 
the  Union,  unleai  il  pervades  this  hall,  thai  spirit  which 
rejoices  in  Ihe  triumph  of  our  arms,  and  miiig-les  in  the 
holy  enlhusiasm  which  ia  kindled  at  the  recilal  of  heroic 
deeda,  the  sun  of  American  glory  ia  set.  Who,  Sir,  will 
iigbt  for  ti^edom,  when  Ihe  only  reward  he  can  expect 
from  hia  country  is  the  neglect,  the  pity,  or  the  scorni  of 
those  fur  whose  defence  be  baa  perilled  hia  life;  and  ex- 
pended his  fortune? 

Sir,  this  ia  a  war  among  the  (nmbs(  and  ihe  hand  that 
would  pluck  the  laiireifromlhebrowof  the  true  soldier, 
would  obliterate  his  epitaph.  II  is  no  matter  upon  whom 
such  an  atsault  It  mtde,  Ibe  living  or  the  dead)  he  who 
hai  survived  the  battle-shock,  or  he  who  has  fallen  in  Ibe 
thickest  of  Ihe  Ughlt  better,  far  better  would  il  be,  that 
no  trace  of  American  chivalry  should  be  found  in  our 
■nnats,  that  no  record  of  our  marlial  deeds  should  remain 
for  future  agea,  if  the  leaves  of  our  history  are  to  be  thus 
recklessly  torn  out  and  scattered  to  the  winda. 

1  have  been  induced  lo  rise  and  ask  the  attention  of 
this  commitlee  while  I  rpply  lu  Ihe  remarks  of  Ihe  honor- 
able genlleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hiwis,]  who  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  Hondsy  last.  That  genlleman.  In 
his  discussion  oftlie  Kentucky  resolutions  on  Ihe  public' 
lands,  devoted  the  greater  psrlof  his  speech  to  an  attack 
upon  >  distinguished  ciliien  who  liaslungbeld  a  high  place 


in  Ihe  estimation  oftheAmerlran  people.  Sir,  tlial  citizen 
is  my  personal  A'iend,  be  is  one  of  my  immediate  con* 
iiituentB;  above  all,  he  is  the  candidate  of  ft  numerous 
and  proud-spirlled  portion  of  his  countrymen  for  tlte 
bigheat  office  in  their  gift;  he  atands  before  the  people 
olthis  Union,  aided  by  no  Governmenl  press  or  Govern- 
ment patronage)  his  friends  have  no  rewards  lo  distrib- 
ute, and  do  not  act  upon  the  principle  that  puniahmenta 
even,  are  lo  be  enforced  in  the  day  pohlical  retribullon) 
he  and  (hey  profeas  to  love  their  country  more  than 
parly  I  and  governed,  as  tliey  believe,  by  a  sacred  regard 
to  the  constitution  and  the  lawa,  will  no(  surrender  ihetr 
freedom  whilellieyhaTethethihtytoaaaen  and  defend  It. 

The  genttemin  from  Kentucky  attempted,  though 
very  discursively,  to  irace  (he  military  character  of  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  from  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  to  the  sur- 
render of  Proctor's  army  at  the  I'hsmei.  He  did  not 
refer  to  his  early  career  in  the  Northwest,  nor  to  (ha(  de- 
cisive engagement  on  (he  Maumee  in  1794,  when,  aa  (be 
lid'de-camp  of. Wayne,  General  Harrison  acquired  an 
enviable  reputation  for  valor  and  military  talent.  These 
events,  sir,  were  passed  over,  whether  because  Ibey 
were  unknown,  or  did  not  suit  the  object  the  gentleman 
had  in  view,  I  cannot  now  decide.  1  leave  to  others  the 
solulion  of  the  doubt,  and  commend  thq  study  of  our 
early  hiatory  lo  those  who  have  taken  the  character  of 
our  *■  war-worn  soldiers"  into  their  exclusive  keeping. 
Before  1  close  my  remarks,  I  shall  allude  to  these  evenis 
again. 

What  reaaon  does  the  gentlemftn  give  for  his  attack, 
BO  ill-timed,  and,  I  must  uy,  so  ungenerous?  Why,  sir, 
he  sfTects  lo  reply  to  a  passing  ubhcrvsiion  of  hia  col- 
league, uttered  (wo  months  ago,  in  the  debate  upon  (he 
■Mortification  bill  of  ihe  last  iession."  Since  that  period, 
the  gentleman  hss  had  the  floor  not  infrequently,  and 
might  have  been  grstiSed  witli  a  bearing*  bu(  he  haa 
postponed  his  remark^  until  it  would  aeem  some  politi- 
cal object  was  to  be  BUhaeTTcd  by  the  destruction  of  ex- 
alted worth  and  heroic  valor. 

The  spirit  of  parly  is  inasliatei  it  is  propitiated  by  no 
sicriflcc)  It  is  soflened  by  ni  appeal.  Sir,  it  has  no 
heart.  Its  allar,  tike  the  brazen  image  of  Moloch,  is  al- 
ways heated  for  its  victimsi  and  while  they  are  writhing  in 
burning  torture,  the  followers  of  tbttt  parly,  like  the  dev- 
otees of  old,  cry  aloud  (o  (heir  idol,  and  imprecate  near 
vengeance  upon  the  sufferers.  Ah,  sir,  we  may  go  fur- 
ther with  our  illustration:  the  politics!  Juggeroiut  of  (Tie 
present  day,  like  the  Indian  temple,  is  (he  centre  of  at. 
traction,  and  of  infallibility  alaoi  around  it  (he  crowd 
thicken,  and  from  it  the  bilhful  dispense  their  leasons  of 
political  wisdom — lessons  learned  from  one  comtnon 
source,  and  (aught,  at  not  to  be  controverted,  questioned, 
or  impugned.  Beneath  the  wheels  of  ibis  cumbrous 
mass  some  are  willing  lo  prostrate  thentaetves  for  the 
glory  of  (be  cause,  while  others  ^ive  Impetus  lo  its  deso- 
lating progress.  And  la  it  at  (he  grest  feast  of  Brahma 
thai  we  are  called  on  (o  witneas  the  ceremony  of  party 
immolation  ? .  Must  our  e^es  behold  the  preparalion  fur 
these  barbaroua  rites,  unid  the  last  pang  of  the  victim  ia 
lost  in  Ihe  shouls  uf  (hose  who  ministerattbeaacrLfice' 
Must  we  see  all  this,  and  yet  be  told  thai  we  ahoulil  hold 
our  peace;  Ihat  our  only  answer  must  be  that  of  ezprei- 
sitesilencef  Sir,  I  cannot  consent  lo  such  a  system)  and 
come  what  will,  wilb  a  clear  conscience,  and  an  un- 
thsken  spirit,  however  feeble  may  be  my  power,  1  re- 
pudiate it  at  fatal  (o  liber(y,  and  destructive  lo  all  high 
and  generous  impulses. 

The  genlleman  from  Kentucky  haa  imputed  to  Ccne- 
eral  Harrison  a  total  want  of  military  conduct  in  the 
bloody  battle  of  Tippectnoe,  and  directly  charges,  on 
the  authority,  as  he  says,  of  Ihe  report  oflhe  limes,  llial, 
trusting  '•  to  Ibe  faith  of  an  Indian  chief,  he  suffered  hit 
army  to  be  drawn  into  a  posttloD  which  required  lb« 
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tfmtnt  braverj  taiirerent  their  □:yerthrowi"Rndi^ln, 
he  BSKrli  that  '*  the  general  wu  at  the  heid  of  brav« 
troopi, .  who  Tailed  only  in  iheddiitfr  giotj  on  (heir 
CQUnlry  for  the  wani  of  a  proper  commander."  These, 
sir,  are  h\t  chargei,  gravely  made  upon  the  floor  of  thia 
Home,  in  thepreaenceorati  AmericanCongresa.  [Here 
the  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  Storm,  that  he  waa  ^lacus- 
■mga  aiibjeet  not  before  the  commitleer  but  hearin? 
the  cry  of"  Go  on"  from  many  memben,  Mr.  S.  proceed- 
ed.] I  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  debate  ia  not 
tlriclly  in  order,  yet  I  am  but  replying  to  the  {•enlleman 
who  took  occaiion  to  addreu  the  Houic  upon  (he  Ken- 
tucky reiolutions  and  found  opportunity,  ai  well  aa  per- 
minion,  to  indulge  in  those  attacks  irhich  I  arn  now  en- 
deavoring to  repel.  He,  air,  I  pretume,  will  not  be  al- 
lotred  to  take  the  course  he  did,  while  1  am  cnmpellec] 
lo  be  ailent.  I  know  Tull  well  that'the  present  period 
i»  the  only  one  when  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded 
me  to  defend  the  reputation  ofi  gallant  loldier.  I  deem 
it,  ilr,  11  the  ."tabula  in  rtaufragio,"  upon  which  I  am 
to  contend  with  (he  windi  and  wavea  of  party  riotencej 
as  the  only  groand  where  I  can  atand  withaut  being  con- 
trolled by  the  caprice  of  party  rule,  or  the  more  odious 
tyranny  of  the  previoui  question.  As  it  ii,  then,  my 
only  hope,  I  shall  fullaw  out  [he  gentleman's  course 
and  controvert,  as  [  truat  I  shall,  his  several  positions. 

The  battle  of  Tippecanoe  is  matter  of  history;  it  was 
fought  twenty-four  yeara  ago,  when  the  gentleman  From 
Kentucky  wua  youth;  and,  whatever  are  the  sources  of 
his  informatian,  let  us  appeal  to  the  annals  of  the  timeti 
for  by  them,  at  last,  the  queslinn  must  be  determined. 
When  General  Harrison  wlk  called  into  the  field,  he  was 
Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory;  and  such  was'lhe 
confidence  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  (Mr. 
Madison,)  4n  his  military  qualifications,  that  a  regiment 
of  regular  troopi,  and  one,  too,  which  signalized  ilself, 
was  placed  under  his  command.  His  little  army,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  regiment,  was  compoied  of  several  conv- 
panies  of  Indiana  militia,  a  amall  corps  of  mounted  rifle- 
inen,andBlrDoparhorse  from  Jeffdrscn  county,  Kentucky. 
The  officers  who  led  these  brave  men  were  dinilng'uished 
for  their  talent  and  valor;  and  when,  in  the  itlllneas  of 
the  night,  the  crack  of  the  rifle  broke  upon  their  slum- 
bera,  they  sprang  with  their  comrades  into  the  midst  of 
the  6ght.  sir,  there  was  no  flinching  there;  it  was  a 
glurious  though  a  bloody  field;  when,  with  a  force  of 
■even  hundred  men,  more  than  nine  hundred  well-armed 
and  desperate  savages  were  compelled  lo  give  way;  and 
the  fact  that  aueh  perfect  order  and  discipline  prevailed 
throughout  that  scene  of  carnage,  exhibits  in  the  sirong- 
est  light  the  talent  and  the  firmness  of  that  fpllaiit  sol- 
dier whose  voice,  to  use  Ihe  language  of  one  who  fought 
at  hia  aide,  wa*  heard  wherever  "danger  was  most  press- 
ing, above  the  ntnae  of  the  batlle." 

Sir,  before  the  lamented  Colonel  Daviess  joined  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  from  which 
i  ask  to  read  an  extract: 

"The  object  of  this  letter  is  lo  say  that  I  am  very  de- 
sirous to  be  with  you  in  this  service,  and  certainly  will 
attend,  if  !  am  duly  informed  of  the  day  of  rendezvous. 
It  is  but  rare  that  any  thing  of  the  military  kind  isdane; 
it  is  still  more  extraordinary  that  a  gentleman  of  mili- 
tary talents  should  conduct  mailers  of  thU  kind  when 
they  are  to  be  done,  since  the  land  is  infested  with  gen- 
emU  so  grouly  incompetent.  Now,  under  all  the  pri- 
vacy of  a  letter,  I  make  free  to  tell  you  that  I  have  im- 
agined there  were  two  men  in  the  Westwhohad  military 
UtentSi  and  you,  sir,  were  the  first  uf  the  two.  It  is 
thus  an  opportunity  of  service  much  valued  by  me.  I 
^  as  a  volunteer,  leaving  to  you,  air,  to  dispose  oT  me 
a*  you  choose.  No  commiasion,  I  know,  can  he  had;  so 
I  shall  be  a  aoldier.  Perhaps  some  few  young  men  here 
miiy  join  nw  and  go  on.    If  I  had  a  full  troop,  [  thoulJ 


Ttke  lo  be  in  the  vanguard,  very  willing  to  be  reaponsi- 
ble  for  the  good  look  out.  J.  H.  DAVIESS. 

"  His  Excellency  Guv.  Hj.aaisos. 

"  AnscsT  34,  1811." 

Such  was  Joieph  H.  Daviess,  whom  to  name  is  but  to 
honor.  He  Fell  at  an  early  age,  and  in  tlie  midst  of  hia 
fame)  and  if  hit  departed  apirit  could  be  invoked  to  de> 
scribe  the  horrors  of  that  night,  I  feel  confident  the  geo- 
ileman  from  Kentucky  would  learn  ■  lesson  that  ha 
would  not  through  all  time  foriret;  he  would  be  told  that 
there  was  one  who  yet  survived  the  "  fire  and  the  imoke" 
of  battle,  who  in  the  post  of  danger  was  the  cool  and  in- 
trepid soldier;  and  wherever  his  form  was  aeen,  or  hia 
voice  was  heard,  bi«  name  was  (he   "  war-cry"  of  hn 

I  select,  air,  from  HcAffee's  History  of  the  war  in  ths 
West,  a  work  published  in  Kentucky,  and  whose  author 
is  a  warm  supporter  of  the  present  administration,  a 
work  composed  and  published  at  the  conclusion  of  that 
war,  the  following  atatement,  which  I  aak  the  genlleroan 
from  Kentucky  especially  to  peruse;  "An  idea  wa« 
propagated  by  tbe  enemies  of  Governor  Harrison,  after 
(he  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  that  the  Indians  had  forced 
him  to  encajnp  on  a  place  chosen  by  them,  as  suitable 
fortheattack  Ihey  intended.  The  place,  however,  waa 
selected  by  Msjors  Taylor  and  Clarke,  after  ezamininfr 
all  the  environsof'the  town;  and  when  the  army  of  Gen> 
eral  Hopkins  was  there  in  the  following  year,  they  all 
united  in  the  opinion  that  a  better  spot  lo  resist  liHliana 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  whole  country." 

To  sustain  these  aavertions.  I  ofTer  the  certificate*  of 
General  Taylor,  of  Indians,  and  Colonel  Snetling,  for- 
fflCTly  captain  in  the  4th  infantry : 

"The  above  account,  taken  from  McAfTee'i  History 
of  the  war  in  the  Western  country,  as  it  relates  to  the 
situation  of  the  camp  occupied  by  the  army  under  the 
command  of  Oovernor  Harrison,  on  the  niRht  between- 
the  6th  and  7th  tif  November,  1611,  is  entirely  correct. 
The  spot  for  encampment  was  selected  by  Colonel 
Clarke  (who  acted  as  brigade  major  to  General  8o^) 
and  myself.  We  were  directed  by  Governor  Hamsoa 
to  examine  the  country  up  and  down  the  creek  until  «s 
should  find  a  suitable  place  for  an  encampment.  In  a 
short  time  we  discovered  the  place  on  which  Iha  arm/ 
:ncamped,  and  to  which  it  waa  conducted  by  us-  No 
ntimation  waa  given  by  the  Indian*  of  their  wish  that 
ve  should  encamp  there,  nor  could  Ihey  possibly  hav« 
known  where  Ihe  army  would  encamp  until  it  look  it* 
-osilion.  The  only  error  in  Ihe  above  extract  is,  in  say. 
ig  that  Major  Clarke  and  myself  were  sent  back,  by 
which  it  would  appear  that  tbe  army  retrograded  to  taks 
up  its  encampment.  This  Is  not  the  fact.  The  army 
filed  oifin  front  of  Ihe  lown,  alright  angles  to  the  Wa- 
bash, to  reach  its  encampment.  It  has  ever  bten  my 
ief  that  the  pusition  we  occupied  waa  the  best  that 
could  be  found  any  where  near  us,  and  I  believe  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  officers  were  of  that  opinion.  W« 
ot  go  on  the  Wabaah  above  Ihe  town,  but  I  am  eer- 
hat  there  was  no  position  below  it  that  was  eligibls 
for  an  encampment. 

"WALLER  TAYLOR. 

"FtaaoBi  22,  1817." 

"  My  situation  as  a  platoon  officer  prevented  my  hav- 
ig  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  transactioni  above  re- 
lated, so  fur  a  a  respects  ihe  selection  of  the  encampment 
of  the  army  under  General  Harrlaon  by  hia  staff  ul^cerst 
but,  having  carefully  perused  Ihe  extract  from  McARee't 
'  islory,  I  liave  no  hesitation  In  saying  that  I  believe  it  lo 
e  aubslantially  correct;  and  that.  In  my  opinion,  the 
ground  on  which  Ihe  army  encamped  combined  the  ad- 
vantages of  wood,  water,  and  a  dtfensible  position,  in  ft 
greater  degree  than  any  other  ground  in  that  section  of 
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the  cauntrr;  <tie  ground  on  tlie  Wabuh  wm  whollj  unfit, 
the  hig;hUiid  being  deiiilute  of  water,  and  the  interval 
(or  boitoiD  land,  u  it  it  eilled)  being  without  vood,  and 
incapable  of  being'  defrnded. 

"J.  SNELLING,  Lieut.  Col.  6lh  Jnfonlry. 

"  WAiBiHSTOK,  fibnjary  28,  1817." 

I  trust  the  commiKee  are  nav  ntisfied  that  the«ncamp- 
inent  at  Tippecanoe  was  not  leleclcd  b;  the  advice  of 
an  Indian  cliiefj  and  I  fcarihtt  the  remarki  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  on  every  oilier  point  to  which 
he  haa  referred,  will  be  fuund  to  be  austained  by  no  his- 
torical evidence.  Sir,  has  the  gentleman  read  the  annala 
of  Ilia  own  State,  and  forgotien  the  tribute  that  his  eoufi* 
trf  men  paid  to  the  hero  of  1'ippecanoe,  in  December, 
1811.'  Yet,  when,  by  a  wlemn  vote  of  her  Legiilature, 
vhile  her  membera  were  in  mourning'  fur  the  loaa  of 
llavieta,  Owen,  and  the  other  gallant  ipirita  who  fell, 
fi|[hling  fur  their  country,  a  reaolulion  wu  pawed,  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  referi 

■■  Besoletd,  Thai,  in  Ibe  late  campaign  aga'iiwt  the  In- 
dians on  the  Wabaah,  Governor  W.  H.  Harrison  has,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  Legiilature,  behaved  like  a  hero,  a 
patriot,  and  a  generali  and  thai  for  hii  cool,  deliberate, 
•kilful,  and  gallant  conduct,  in  the  late  bailie  of  Tippe- 
canoe, he  well  deserves  Ihe  warmest  thanka  of  the  na- 

Thit  was  the  language  of  Ihe  boldest  and  the  best  of 
Kentucky's  chivalry,  while  her  legiiUtive  halls  were 
bung  with  mourning,  and  when,  if  any  unkind  feeling 
existed  against  General  Harrison,  it  would  have  been 
displayed.  It  was  Ihe  warm,  the  enthuaiailic  expression 
of  generous  feeling,  spurning  the  influence  of  those  who 
would  check  iiscourae,  and  boldly  aoerting  what  it  hon- 
estly believed.  Will  the  gentleman  eipunge  this  record? 
will  he  blot  out  a  page  from  Kentucky's  hlslor)',  and 
destroy  one  of  the  monuments  Ibal  his  own  proud  Com- 
monwealth has  erected  to  Ibe  soldier  and  Ibe  patriot^  I 
cannot  believe  it. 

But,  sir,  i  would  not  confine  Ihe  attention  of  this  com- 
mitlee,  more  especially  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  lo 
the  recorded  approbation  of  his  own  State.  I  must  read 
another  homily  to  him,  in  the  form  of  a  certificate  of  the 
olBeers  of  Ibe  fourib  regimenli 

■■  The  bilile  o(  Tippecanoe  having  terminated  •  cam- 
paign which  led  ut  to  victory  and  honor,  it  is  wllh  pain 
we  behold  aspersions  in  the  .public  prints  timing  lo  de. 
Itroy  Ihe  confidence  of  our  country  in  our  late  command- 

■■  Governor  Harrison  having  relinquished  the  command 
of  the  army  lately  employed  againit  the  Indians,  and 
probably  is  an  officer  left  ui  forever,  the  present  slate- 
■neiit  cannot  be  attributed  lo  servile  fiittery,  but  to  the 
true  and  boneit  eipressiiMi  of  our  real  sentimenlsin  favor 
of  a  general  whose  tslents,  military  science,  and  pitriot- 
isRi,  entitle  him  loahigh  rank  among  Ihe  worthies  of  the 
Union,  and  whom  we  consider  injured  by  the  gross  mts- 
represeoiaiions  of  the  ignorant  or  designing,  who  are 
sJike  inimical  to  ibe  best  of  Govemmenta  and  the  best  of 

"  We  therefore  deem  it  necessary  to  state,  as  incon- 
testable facts,  that  the  commander- in-chief,  thmughout 
the  campSTgn  and  in  the  hour  of  battle,  proved  himself 
the  soldier  and  the  general;  that  on  the  nigbt  of  the  ac- 
tion, by  his  order,  we  slept  on  our  arms  and  rose  on  our 
poatS)  that  notwithslsnding  Ihe  darkness  of  ihe  night, 
and  the  most  ooRSummalenvage  cunning  of  Ihe  enemy  in 
eluding  our  sentries,  and  rapidity  in  rushing  through  Ihe 
guards,  we  nerenot  found  unprepared;  that  few  of  them 
were  able  to  enter  our  camp,  and  those  few  doomed 
never  to  return;  that  In  pursuance  of  bis  orders,  which 
were  adapted  lo  every  emergency,  the  enemy  were  de- 
feated with  a  staughier  almoBt  unparalleled  among  sava- 
ge*.   Indeed,  une  lenVuDcnt  of  confidence,  respect,  and 


affection  towards  Ihe  comnundei-in-chief  pervaded  the 
whole  line  of  the  army,  which  any  atlempl  to  destroy  we 
shall  consider  ss  an  insult  to  our  understandings,  aiM  an 
injury  to  our  feelings. 

"  Should  our  country  again  require  our  services  to 
oppose  a  civilized  or  savage  foe,  we  should  march  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Harrison,  with  the  most  per- 
fect confidence  of  victory  and  fame. 

Joel  Conk,  Cipl.  4lh  inf'y. 

Josiah  Snelling,  Capl.  4th  U.  S.  inry. 

R.  C.  Barton,  Capl.  4th  inf'y. 

O.  G.  Burton,  Lieut.  4tb  inPy. 

Nalh.  P.  Adams,  Lieut.  4ih  regt.  inPy. 

Charles  Fuller,  Lieut.  4tb  regt. 

A.  Hawkins,  Lieut.  4th  inf'y. 

George  Gooding,  3d  Lieut.  4ih  inPy. 

H.  Burchsiead,  Ensign  4ih  regt.  U.  S.  inPy. 

Jasiali  D.  Foster,  Surgeon  4tb  inPy. 

Hnsea  Blood,  Act.  Assist.  Surg.  4lh  infy." 
On  Ihe  7th  and  27ih  of  December,  1611,  the  several 
corps  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky  volunteers  licid  meetings^ 
and  passed  the  must  spirited  resalulions,  approbatory  of 
Ihe  skill,  talent,  and  bravery  of  iheir  general;  and  bolb 
branches  of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Indiana,  by 
their  President  and  Spi^aker,  addretaed  their  Governor 
in  a  style  and  manner  which  beapoke  their  high  estimate 
of  his  services;  and  is  there  an  Indianiin  who  lived  in 
those  perilous  limef,  whose  bosom  will  not  echo  back  tbe 
same  eiiltrd  senlilDenl?  I  appeal  lo  the  gentlrman  from 
that  State,  now  a  member  of  this  House,  [Ur.  Cabb,] 
who  bore  a  part  in  that  battle-field,  and  aik  him  lo  sus- 
tain me  in  thessiumption  I  make  in  behalf  of  the  feeliiur 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

But  before  I  leave  this  division  of  my  subject,  I  can- 
'  not  refrain  from  citing  a  passage  from  an  unpreltnding 
volume,  written  by  a  private  soldier  of  Ihe  4lh  regiment- 
Sir,  it  iilhe  unTsrnishedslory  of  a  brave  man,  composed 
St  a  distance  from  his  general,  and  under  no  other  influ- 
ences than  truth  and  juilicet  and  I  commend  it  to  all 
who  hear  me,  more  particularly  to  Ihe  delegation  from 
New  Hampshire,  as  a  citizen  of  Ihat  SUle  is  the  author 
ofthe  production.  It  was  published  in  Keene,  in  1816, 
by  Adam  Walker,  and  at  the  31st  page  may  be  found 
Ihe  extract  to  which  1  allude: 

"  General  Harrison  received  a  tfaot  Ihrouf^  the  rim 
of  his  hat.  In  the  heat  of  the  action  Ms  vuice  wu  fre- 
quently heard,  and  easily  distinguished,  giving  his  orders 
in  the  same  catm,  cool,  and  collecled  manner  with  which 
we  had  been  used  lo  receive  thero  on  a  drill  or  parade. 
The  confidence  of  the  troops  In  Ibe  general  was  unlimit- 
ed, and  his  measures  were  well  calsutaled  lo  gain  the 
particular  esteem  of  the  fourth  regiment.  All  kind*  of 
petty  punishments,  infilcled  without  authority,  for  the 
must  trifling  errors  of  the  prlvale  soldier,  by  the  pomp. 
ous  sergeant,  or  Ihe  insignificant  corporal,  were  at  onoe 
pcnhibitcd.  A  prohibition  of  other  grievances  which  had 
too  long  existed  in  Ibis  regiment  at  once  fixed  in  ibe 
breast  of  every  soldier  an  affectionate  and  lasting  regard 
for  their  generali  the  brntfit  of  which  wai  fully  real- 
ized in  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  Ihe  engagement,  as 
well  as  throughout  Ihe  campilffn." 

I  have  thus  produced  the  evidence  of  the  subaltern 
and  the  private  soldier,  the  hialoriin,  and  the  legislative 
record;  and  now  I  would  ask  the  gentleman,  upon  what 
lines  he  rely  to  mak«  good  his  charges'  Where  will  he 
point  for  thai  common  report  lo  which  he  has  referred 
to  sustain  his  attsckf  Sir,  the  reputation  of  General  Har- 
rison waa  asiailed  immediately  after  the  victory  he  h>d 
achieved;  and  by  whom  was  the  warfare  commenced,  by 
whom  carried  on,  and  how  did  it  terminate?  Need  I  lo 
recall  the  proofs  [  have  already  rdiibited,  that  this  com- 
mittee mi^  know  the  length  and  breadth  of  thit  periC' 
cuiion  which  a  noble  mind  wu  compelled  to  encounter) 
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or  AM  1  ralhrr  uk  them  to  imrk  how  triumphanllj  be 
pused  through  the  ordetl,  &nd  came  out  from  the  fiery 
UisI  uiMcatb^? 


"A*  (ooia  tall  cliff  thit  liftiiu  ■■ful  rori 
Swslli  from  Itae  nia,  ind  rnklinj  leaT«i 


baad." 


When  General  Harriaoa  returned  to  TmcentiMi  it  was 
not  to  aaaume  hii  civil  power  onlyi  the  whole  TGrrltory 
vultill  threatentd  by  the  aava^  tribes,  « ho  hung;  about 
it*  frontier.     The  celebrated  Tecumteh  had  planned  a 

rem  of  operation,  in  conjtinclion  with  the  chiefi  of 
South  and  NorthweMem  Indiana,  which  required  the 
moit  profound  knowledge  of  Indian  policy  to  counteract; 
and  In  thii  new  field,  though  not,  to  uie  the  expreuiTe 
bnguage  of  the  gentleman,  in  the  midtt  of  "Rre  and 
amoke,"  General  Harriion  diiplayed  hii  sagacity  in  an 
eminent  degree.  During  the  enauing  winter  and  ipring 
he  made  every  preparation  tliatlbe  derence  of  the  Terri- 
tor*  required,  and  had  so  completely  lueceeded  in  aub- 
dufng  the  turbulent  apirit  of  the  Indian  tribea  by  which 
it  wai  aurrounded,  thai,  on  the  lOth  of  May,  1813,  a 
grand  council  waa  held  at  Hialiuineway,  where  thirteen 
tribe*  were  repreatnted  by  their  chief*.  The  result  of 
thb  meeting  waa  the  apparent  reatoration  of  all  former 
friendahip  and  intercoune,  though,  on  the  part  of  aome 
of  the  Iribei,  the  pledge  wa*  af^rwarda  broken. 

When  the.newa  of  war  with  Great  Britain  reached 
the  Wett,  the  hero  of  Tippecanoe  waa  at  hit  poatg  it 
found  him  ready  to  gird  on  again  hia  aword.  Early  in 
the  month  of  Augtut,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  tent 
to  him  by  expreaa,  requealing  his  pretence  at  Fmnkforl 
without  delay.  On  h»  arrival  at  that  place,  he  waa  im- 
mediately eonsulteil  ti  to  the  diapoiilion  of  (hat  part  of 
tbe  quota  uf  Kentucky  militia  destined  to  protect  the 
Norlhwealt  &nd  though  theae  Iroopt  were  commanded 
by  an  officer  hixh  in  rank  in  hli  uwn  SUte,  yet,  fallow- 
ing out  the  burst  of  public  sentiment,  and  by  the  advice 
of^Shelby,  Greenup.  Clay,  Todd,  Colonel  It.  U.  John, 
too,  and  General  Hopkins,  Governor  Scott,  who  had 
been  a  revolutionary  soldier,  conferred  upon  General 
Harriton  the  brevet  comminion  of  major  general  in  the 
Kentucky  militia,  and  appointed  him  to  lead  her  htave 
troops  to  the  frontier.  This  dialinguiahed  honor,  thua 
bealowed  long  after  the  battle  on  the  Wabash  had  been 
fbiight,  and  when  the  reports  prejudicial  to  his  roiiitary 
character,  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded,  if  ever  wrll 
founded,  were  most  prevalent,  was  the  proudest  tribute 
ever  paid  to  iperit.  It  was  no  ordinary  compliment  to 
be  selected  by  a  gallant  and  high^apirited  people  as  their 
lewler  and  their  rallying  poinlg  a  people  who  never 
knew  danger  except  to  overcome  ili  who  were  exquis> 
ilely  alive  to  ail  those  noble  impulses  which,  while  tliey 
extend  a  generous  conlidener,  are  yet  tenacious  of  the 
•lightest  innovation  upon  individual  honor,  If  they 
were  now  in  this  hail,  what  anawer  would  they  return 
to  these  charges?  What  mingled  emotions  of  regret 
and  indignation  would  rise  In  their  bosoms,  to  find  their 
eitimate  of  talent,  and  couraj^e,  and  patrioiism,  ao  ut- 
terly valueleii.  Happy  would  it  be  for  thoae  who  aur- 
rive,  if  their  generous  confidence  was  not  now  re- 
proached, and  their  devotion  to  their  cimntry'i  service 
suspected!  and  happy,  thrice  happy,  ia  it  for  the  dead 
that  detraction  cannot  enter  their  priton-house.  I  liuld 
it  that  auch  must  be  the  predictment  of  Kentucky's  pa- 
triotic aona.  If  the  aatertions  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
are  autlained  by  evidence.  II  must  come  to  Ibisi  that 
they  held  forth  to  the  world  one  who  was  worthy  to 
lead  her  armies  and  preserve  her  hiae,  or  that  tliey  vol. 
UDtarily  bowed  down  to  humiliating  self-degradation. 
Sir,  I  cannot  doubt  the  purity  of  their  motives,  and  the 
heroic  spirit  by  which  they  were  intpiredi  they  knew 
tbe  roao  to  «bom  ibey  deputed  poireri  they  knew  bii 


abili^,  hit  integrity,  and  his  chivalrou*  feeling.  Th«)r 
acted  not  merely  for  the  present  age,  but  for  posterity] 
•nd  their  conduct  will  stand  out,  m  all  after  time,  con- 
ipicuou*  among  the  monument)  of  our  national  glory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  of  tbe  slaughter  at  the 
river  Raisin,  and  aaked  with  emphatit.  Why  did  not 
Harrison  come  to  the  rescue?  He  was  near  that  field  of 
carnage,  said  the  gentleman,  "  with  a  competent  force," 
and  yet  he  hesitated  to  proceed.  Let  us  recur  to  the 
history  of  the  day.  On  the  33d  of  January,  1813,  the 
bloody  acenea  of  the  Raisin  occurred)  an  the  30tb  of 
the  aame  month  General  Harriaon  arrived  at  the  Rapid* 
of  the  Miumeet  General  Wincheater  had  already  left 
the  Rapids,  the  troops  remaining  there  being  under  the 
command  of  General  Payne.  Immediately  after  hit  ar- 
rival. General  Harrison  despatched  Captain  Harl,  the 
inspector  general,  to  Wincheater,  with  the  intelli^ce 
uf  the  movements  in  his  rear,  and  instructed  him  to 
maintain  his  position.  The  next  day  Winchester  tenl  ft 
message  to  Harriton.  that,  if  his  force  was  increased  to 
one  thousaTul  or  twelve  hundred  men,  he  would  be  able 
to  sustain  his  ground.  On  the  same  morning  a  detach- 
ment, under  Gener*!  Payne,  wet  ordeml  to  French- 
town,  wbiob,  with  a  battalion  already  on  ita  marcli,  under 
Mijor  Cotgrove,  nude  the  force  atronger  than  General 
Winchester  required.  Sir,  they  were  one  day  too  late. 
On  the  33d,  at  ten  o'clock,  the  newa  of  the  attack 
reached  the  Rapida,  and  immediately  the  whole  force 
waa  ptit  in  requisition,  and  a  movement  made  to  the 
R«isin.  In  a  short  time  It  was  aseertsined  that  the  de- 
feat had  been  total,  and  a  council  of  general  and  field 
ofScera  being  held,  it  waa  decided  to  be  imprudent  and 
unnecessary  to  proceed  farther.  The  safety  of  the  fron- 
tier from  the  Irruption  of  an  enemy  flushed  with  victory 
required  that  the  troops  should  be  concentrated  upon 
:posed  pointa,  and  it  would  hiive  been  the 


the  face  of  an  enemy  more  numeroua  and  better 
equipped  than  hia  own  army. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  gallant  officer  terved  in  that  cam- 
paign, and  aflerwar£  fell  on  the  Nisxara  frontier,  in  the 
glorioiu  tortie  fmm  Port  Erie.  I  mean  Colonel  Wood, 
who,  to  use  the  language  of  General  Brown,  in  hia  offi- 
cial letter,  "died  as  he  had  lived,  wiibouC  a  feeling  but 
for  the  honor  of  his  cotmtry  and  the  glory  of  her  arma." 
That  officer,  rir,  hai  lell  the  following  teatimony  In  bis 
private  journal,  now  in  the  library  at  Wett  Point,  and 
which  I  extract  from  McAifee,  who  had  accesa  to  it. 
Speaking  of  the  tragedy  at  the  Raisin,  he  tiys: 

"  This  news  for  a  moment  paralyzed  tbe  army,  or  at 
least  the  thinking  part  of  it,  fur  no  one  could  imagine 
that  it  waa  possible  for  him  (General  Winchester)  to  be 
guilty  of  such  a  hazardous  itep.  General  Harriton  wat 
astonished  st  the  imprudence  and  inconsiatcncy  of  such 
a  measure,  which.  If  carried  into  execution,  could  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  attended  with  certain 
and  inevitable  ileatructian  to  the  left  wing.  Nor  was  it 
a  difficult  matter  for  any  one  to  foreaee  and  predict  the 
terrible  consequences  which  were  sure  to  mirk  the  re- 
suit  of  a  sclieme  no  lets  rash  in  its  conception  than  bsi- 
ardous  in  its  execution. 

"With  retpect  to  re-enforcing  tbedettchment,  a  recur- 
rence to  fiictt  equally  provei  that  Harrison  ii  not  blame- 
able,  aa  he  made  every  exertion  in  bis  power  to  support 
it.  It  waa  not  until  the  night  of  the  16th  that  he  received 
the  information,  indirectly,  though  General  Perkins, 
that  Winchester  had  arrived  at  the  Rapids.  By  the  same 
express  he  wm  advised  that  Winchester  meditated  same 
unknown  movement  against  the  enemy.  Alarmed  at 
this  information,  he  immediately  made  every  exertion 
which  tbe  tituation  of  bis  affairs  required,  lie  was  then 
fttUpper  Sanilutky,  hii  priocipal  deposite  of  provitiona 
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tr,  which iiiJity  [DiLeifrDiB  the Bapidi 
by  the  9ty  of  Portage  river,  and  wvepty -tix  by  the  w»y 
at  I>o*ror  Saoduikf,  ind  tbout  thirly -eight  more  from 
the  rirer  IUis<n<  He  immedutely  lent  an  eiprcM  direct 
to  the  R*P<<l4  foE  in  for  nation  I  gate  order*  for  >  corpi  of 
three  hundrod  men  to  adintnce  with  the  BrtiUery,  >r>d 
escort^  to  proceed  with  proritionii  and  in  the  morniDg 
he  proceeded  liinuelf  to  I^wer   Senduiky,  at  which 

Silace  he  arrived  in  the  night  (blloiring,  >  diitince  oF 
□rty  milei,  which  he  trivdted  in  Mven  haun  and  a  half, 
orer  ro>d*  requiring  luch  exertion  that  the  horie  of  bii 
M,  Major  Hukill,  fell  dead  on  their  irriTal  at  the  fori. 
He  found  there  that  General  Perkini  had  prepared  to 
■end  a  battalion  to  the  Rapids,  in  conformily  with  ■  re* 

rM  from  General  Winchciter.  That  battalion  wai 
patched  the  next  moming,  the  l&lh,  with  a  pieoe 
of  artiilcryi  but  the  roada  were  to  bad  that  it  wai  un- 
ahlF,  bj  ita  utmoit  esertianl,  to  reach  the  river  Raiiin, 
a  diatance  of  Krentj'-five  niile^  before  the  &tal  dia- 

"General  Ilarriaon  (hen  determined  to  proceed  lo  the 
BapiJ*  himaelf,  to  learn  peraonally  rmm  General  Win- 
cheater  what  were  hUsituMion  and  viewl.  At  lour  o'clock 
on  Ibe  morning  of  the  L9th,  while  he  itJIl  remwncd  at 
Lower  Sandusky,  he  receiTcd  tbe  informalton  that  Colo- 
nel Lewia  had  been  tent  with  a  detachment  tu  aecure  Ibe 
pro*iaipn«  on  the  river  Raiiin,  and  to  occupy,  with  the 
intention  of  holding,  (be  village  of  French  town.  There 
wai  then  but  one  regiment  and  a  battalion  at  Lower  San- 
dusky, and  the  regiment  waa  immedialely  put  in  motion, 
with  ordera  to  make  forced  marchea  for  the  Kapid*i  and 
Oeoerat  Harriion  himaelf  immediately  proceeded  for  the 
same  place.  On  bis  way,  he  met  an  express  with  intel- 
ligence of  the  unaucceaaTuI  baltle  which  had  been  fought 
on  ibe  preceding  day.  The  anxiety  uf  General  Harri- 
son to  putb  forward,  and  either  prevent  or  remedy  any 
miafurtune  which  might  occur,  as  aoon  as  he  was  apprized 
of  the  advance  to  the  river  Raisin,  was  maoifeated  by  the 
great  personal  exertions  which  be  made  in  Ihii  instance, 
lie  surted  in  a  aleigh  with  General  Perkins  to  overtake 
the  battalion  under  Catgrove,  attended  by  a  aingle  ser- 
vant. Aa  the  tlelgh  went  very  alow,  from  the  roughneaa 
of  the  road,  he  took  (be  horse  of  hi*  servant  and  pushed 
on  alone.  Night  came  upon  him  in  the  midst  of  the 
si^amp,  ubich  waa  so  imperfectly  frozen  thst  the  horae 
sunk  to  bis  belly  at  every  step.  He  bad  no  resource  but 
to  dismount  and  lead  his  horse.  Jumping  himself  from 
one  sod  lo  another  which  was  solid  enough  to  support 
him.  When  alraust  exhausted,  he  tnet  one  of  Colgrove's 
men  coming  back  to  look  for  his  bayone(,  which  he  said 
be. bad  left  at  a  place  wliere  he  had  stopped,  and  for 
which  be  would  hiveadollar  stopped  from  hit  pay  unlets 
be  recovered  it.  The  general  told  him  he  would  not 
only  pardon  him  for  the  loss,  but  supply  him  with  another, 
if  he  would  atsist  him  loget  his  horae  through  tbe  swamp. 
By  his  aid,  the  general  was  enabled  to  reach  tbe  tanp 
of  the  badalion, 

"Very  early  on  the  marningof  the  20ib  he  arrived  at 
tbe  Rapids,  from  whiah  place  General  Winchester  had 
gone,  on  the  pieceding  evening,  with  all  his  disposable 
farce,  to  tbe  river  Raisin.  Nothing  mor«  could  now  be 
done,  but  wait  the  arrival  of  the  re-enrorcements  from 
Lower  Sandusky. 

"  The  original  force  of  General  Winchester  at  tbe  Hap- 
idf  had  been  about  thirteen  hundred,  and  all  but  Ihree 
hundred  were  now  gone  in  advance.  The  battalion  from 
Lower  Sandusky  waa  hurried  on  as  f.>at  at  poatiblei  and 
s*  *OQn  as  (he  regiment  arrived,  thiee  hundred  and  Rlly 
Mrong,  on  the  evening  of  Hie  31st,  the  baUnce  of  Win- 
chealer't  army  waa  ordered  tu  procceil,  which  they  dill 
next  morning,  ui^der  General  Payne.  Tbe  force  now  ad- 
vancing exceeded,  by  three  hundred,  (be  force  deemed 
tufficieut  by  General  Wmchtster  to  n>*>n(aiu  hi:-  position. 


But  whether  sufBcient  or  not,  it  is  evident,  fVam  fbe 
preceding  B(s(emenl  of  beta,  that  no  more  could  be  sent,  - 
and  that  greater  exertions  could  not  be  msde  lo  send  it 
in  time.  Instead  of  censure  being  doe  to  General  Har- 
liton,  he  tverita  praise  for  his  prudent  .exertion*,  from 
(he  montent  he  was  apprized  of  Winchester's  arrival  at 
tbe  Rapid*. 

"What  human  means,"  says  Colonel  Wood,  "wi(hia 
the  eontrot  of  General  Harrison,  could  prevent  (he  anti- 
cipaled  ditaater,  and  save  that  corps  which  was  already 
looked  upon  as  lost,  as  doomed  to  inevitable  destruction? 
Certainly  nonej  because  neither  orders  tobstt,  nor  troop* 
to  succor  him,  oould  be  received  in  lime,  or  at  Iraat  ttmt 
was  (be  expectation.  lie  waa  already  in  notion,  and 
General  Harrison  still  at  Upper  Sandusky,  seventy  mile* 
in  hia  rear.  The  weather  was  inclement,  the  mow  waa- 
deep,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  black  swamp  wat  yet 
□pen.  What  could  a  Turenneor  an  Bugcne  have  done, 
under  such  a  pretaure  of  embarraasing  circumttascei^ 
more  than  Harrison  didF" 

Sir,  the  gentleman  i*  correct  when  he  tays  that  tbe 
massacre  at  the  Raisin  covered  Kentucky  with  gloom. 
Not  thst  her  brsve  people  desponded,  or  faltered  iti  their 
purpeaett  but  the  sundering  of  to  many  ties  that  bound 
kinsmen,  and  friends,  and  neigbbori  together,  the  deso- 
lalion  produced  by  ao  many  blighled  hope«,  to  many  no- 
requited  eipec"  at  ions,  while  they  caustd  tbe  heart  to 
throb  and  the  teat  to  start,  did  not  quencb  that  stronger 
feeling  which  rose  high  above  every  other,  and  cried  otit 
for  retributive  vengeance. 

And  to  wham  did  the  rather*,  (be  sons,  snd  (he  broth- 
ers, of  (he  victims  of  that  bloody  field  look  for  thrir 
leader?  Under  whom  did  (he  people  of  Kentucky, 
burning  to  revenge  savage,  and  more  than  savage — I 
mean  British  bsrbsrily — place  themselves,  at  it  were,  en 
matte?  Sir,  they  confided  still  to  their  old  generals  they 
did  not  Impute  to  him  any  of  the  blame,  any  of  that  mil- 
itary delinquency,  which  are  now  charged  lo  have  been 
Jusilyattributableto  their  then  chosen  commander.  Need 
[  (o  refer  lo  the  three  thousand  galltnt  men  who,  in  the 
following  April,  marched  under  hit  banner,'  Can  I  for- 
get 10  mention  Green  Clay,  (heir  general,  and  Rotwell, 
and  Dudley,  and  Caldwell,  and  Cox,  who  led  (he  regi- 
menis  Ihat  competed  this  elite  of  old  Kenluck}  f  Sball 
I  rather,  at  (he  proof  it  so  clear,  and  (he  occaaion  soap- 

Eosite,  ask  the  gentleman  to  read  a  communication  froin 
ia  collrague,  who  was  brave  among  the  bravest  in  the 
conBicts  of  (be  Northwei(?  On  the  4th  of  July,  1813, 
Colonel  Richard  U.  Johnson  addressed  a  letter  lo  General 
Harrison,  from  which  I  ask  the  committee  to  permit  me 
(0  read  an  extract: 

"Two  great  objects  induced  ut  to  come:  Firtt,  to  b« 


an  officer  in  whom  we  have  confidence.  We  would  not 
have  engaged  in  the  service  without  such  a  proapect; 
we  did  not  want  to  serveunder  cowards  nor  traitors,  but 
under  one  who  had  proved  himself  to  be  wise,  prudent, 
and  brave." 

Mr.  Chairmtn,  the  earth  hat  closed  over  the  martyr- 
ed heroea  who  fellatthe  Raiiin;  but  that  field  of  slaugh- 
ter can  never  be  forgotten.  Long,  long  after  the  pres- 
ent generation  Ehsll  have  slept  with  their  fathers,  the 
brave  spirits  uf  other  timet,  when  they  visit  the  bank* 
of  that  moumrul  river,  will  recsll  the  scenes  ofttiat  ter- 
rific day,  when,  in  the  depth  of  a  Northern  winter,  con. 
tending  not  merely  with  the  elrmenta  but  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  a  Spartan  band  nobly  sustained  tbe  American 
character — when  in  the  midst  of  perils  the  most  Mern, 
while  death  in  all  tbe  horrid  forms  of  tsvage  cruelly  met 
bim  on  every  Mr,  the  soul  of  the  backwoods  volunteer 
rose  superior  to  the  conflict,  and  coullv  prepared  for  the 
usue,  however  fcarftiL    Yes,  tbe  Gttd  of  Frenoblovn  ia 
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already  contecntted  ground — no  moaument  it  Ihere  to 

paint  out  the  restingpUce  of  the  brkve,  but  the  Iriveller, 
while  musing'  among  the  few  traces  that  j^et  mark  the 
apot,  in  voluntarily  staya  hia  fuottitepai  and  expreaaes  tbe 
beautiful  aentiment  inacrilwd  upon  thejoinb  of  a  foreiga 

"  Biate  viator,  heroa  ealeaa!" 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  Trom  Kenluoky  hat  al- 
luded to  Port  Stephenaoni  and,  air,  the  brilliant,  I  might 
Hiy  unparralleled,  defence  of  that^foMreaabyMijorCrof*- 
han  ia  a  bright  page  in  our  annila— it  ia  now  too  late 
to  dim  ita  luBtre.  Whatever  may  have  occurred  between 
General  Harriaon  and  a  auiialtem  ofBcer,  in  the  atrict 
diicharge  of  military  duty,  has  been  paaaed  upon  and 
fijily  appreciated  by  the  American  people,  for  more  than 
twenty  yeara.  I'here  were  tboae  who  reflecin)  on 
General  Harriaon  for  hia  conduct,  in  the  very  delicate 

Edition  in  which  he  waa  placed  by  the  refuaal  of  Crog- 
an  to  obey  hil  orderai  orders,  sir,  that  were  the  result 
of  a  council  of  war  composed  of  offlcen  who  altcrwarda 
itiatinguished  (hemwlvea  on  the  frontier)  but  the  true 
hittory  of  the  transaction  explained  the  courae  that  was 

Euraued,  and  fully  juiliRed  It.  Permit  me  id  refer  to  a 
■Iter  which  I  would  commend  the  gentleman  to  atudy 
before  he  again  indulgea  in  the  strain  h«  haa  already 

**LoTim  SiitBci  Tow*. 

AuguU  39,  1813. 
"  The  underaigned,  being  the  genera',  field,  and  alaff 
officers,  with  that  portion  oft  he  North  wertrrn  army  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  Harriaon,  have  ob- 
aerved,  with  regret  and  aurprise,  that  charges,  improper 
in  the  form  aa  in  (he  substance,  have  been  made  against 
the  conduct  of  General  Harriaon  during  the  recent  in- 
vcatment  of  Lower  Sandusky.  At  another  time,  and 
noder  ordinary  ^rcutnstances,  we  should  deem  it  im- 


E  in  the  commanding  general  la 
ceaa  of  the  campaign,  and  causeleuly  to  withdraw  or 
to  withhold  that  confidence  ia  more  than  individual  il>- 
jiuticet  it  becomes  a  aerious  injury  to  the  service.  A 
part  of  the  force  uf  which  the  American  army  conaiata 
will  derive  ita  greatest  atrengih  and  efficacy  from  a 
confidence  Jn  llie  commanding  general,  and  from  IhoH 
nonl  cauaea  whicli  accompany  and  give  energy  to  pub- 

"  A  very  erroneoua  idea  respecting  the  nuAber  of 
the  troopa,lhcnat  thediapoaaloMhc  general,  haa  doubt- 
leas  been  the  primary  cauie  of  thoae  unfounded  impres- 
aions.  Aaense  of  duty  forbids  us  from  giving  a  detailed 
view  of  our  atrenglh  at  that  lime.  In  (hat  reapect,  we 
have  fortanately  eiperienced  a  very  favorable  change. 
But  WB  refer  the  public  to  (he  general'a  ofGcial  report 
to  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  of  Usjor  Croghan'a  aucceasful 
defence  of  Lower  Sandusky.  In  that  will  be  found  a 
Materaent  of  our  whole  diipoaable  forcei  and  he  who 
believea  that,  with  auch  a  force,  and  under  the  circum- 
atanccs  which  then  occurred.  General  Harrison  ought  to 
bave  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  must  be  left  to  correct 
hia  opinion  in  the  achool  of  eX|ierience. 

"  On  a  review  of  the  course  then  adopted,  we  are  de- 
cidedly of  the  opinion  that  it  was  sucb  as  waa  dictated 
by  military  wisdom,  and  by  a  due  regard  to  our 
own  circumstances,  and  to  the  situation  of  the  enemy. 
The  reasons  for  this  oplnirm  it  is  evidently  improper  now 
to  give,  but  we  hold  ourselves  ready  at  a  future  period, 
and  when  other  circumstances  shall  have  intervened,  to 
aaliafy  every  man  of  its  correctness  who  is  anxious  (o  in- 
veatigale  and  willing  to  receive  the  truth.  And  with  a 
ready  acquiescence,  beyond  the  mere  claims  of  military 
duly,  we  are  prepared  to  obey  a  geaenU  wboae  mew- 


BTCB  meet  our  moat  deliberate  approbation,  and  merit 
that  of  bia  country. 

Lewta  Casa,  Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  A. 

Samuel  WcUs  Col.  17  R.  U.  8.  T. 

Thos.  D.  O.Hings,  Col.  38  R.  U.  S.  I. 

George  Paull,  Col.  17  R.  U.  8.  I. 

J.  C.  Bardett,  Col.  Q.  H.  O. 

Jamea  V.  Ball,  I^euC.  Col. 

Robert  Morrison,  Lieut.  Co). 

George  Todd,  Haj.  19  R.  U.  9.  I. 

William  Trigg,  Haj.  38  R.  V.  9.  I. 

Jamea  Smiley,  Maj.  38  R.  U.  B.  I. 

Rd.  Graham,  Haj.  17  R.  U.  9.  1. 

Geo.  Croghan,  Uoj.  17  R.  U.  g.  I. 

L.  Hukill,  Uaj.  b  An.  Insp,  QeiT. 

K.  n.  Wood,  Uaj.  Engineers. " 
Sir,  what  language  did  the  people  of  Kentucky  hold, 
after  all  the  diflrcultias  I  have  referred  to  bad  trana- 
pired?  Did  ihey  regard  the  imputations  now  made 
upon  General  Harrison  aa  well  founded^  No,  *iri  their 
language  waa  that  of  atrong  confidence,  not  of  doubt  or 
auspicion — of  a  deep  conviction  that  General  Harrison 
poaaessed  alt  the  qualities  of  the  head  and  the  heart 
to  command  their  implicit  reliance.  The  venerable 
Shelby — and  ia  there  a  Carolinian  here  whose  aoul  doea 
not  kindle  at  the  name  of  Ring's  mminlain? — he,  the 
hero  and  patriot,  placed  himaelf  under  the  command  of 
that  man  who  "  was  not  in  the  lire  and  smoke  of  Ssn- 
duaky."  And  need  I  mention  Henry,  and  Deaha,  Allen, 
Caldwell,  King,  Chiira,  and  Trotter,  of  Adair  and 
Walker,  of  Johnson,  HcDowell,  and 'Barry,  and  Critten- 
den, who,  with  their  chivalrou*  troopa,  fought  under 
hia  banner? 

Sir,  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman'a  colleague,  [Mr. 
CauniBB,]  who  bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  events 
of  that  period,  to  sustain  me.  He  waa  the  aid.de.camp 
of  Harrison)  snd  It,  thank  Heaven,  a  living  witness  to 
(his  committee  that  hia  venerated  general  was  all  that 
hia  country  could  ask  to  austain  her  safety  and  her  honor. 
To  another  calleagtie  of  the  gentleman,  [Ur.  U>si>- 
wooD,]  who  bears  upon  his  body  an  honorable  wound 
received  in  Dudley'a  fatal  rencontre,  nn  the  Maumee,  1 
would  alao  refer;  and,  before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  re- 
marks, permit  me  to  ask  the  gentleman's  other  colleague, 
[Colonel  jDHNBOT,]<Pho,  I  have  alreadjaaid,  waa  always 
at  the  poBt  of  danger,  to  correct  me,  il  I  aili.in  error  in 
so  important,  ao  vital  ■  matter,  aa  the  reputation  of  a 
aoldier.  On  his  recorded  evidence,  and  hia  own  gener- 
ous and  juat  acknowlcilgment,  I  would  cheerfully  reat. 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  told  that,  at  the  battle  of  the 
Thamea,  General  Harriaon  waa  in  the  rear  of  hia  army, 
apparently  not  anxioua  to  eipose  himselft  in  other 
words,  that  he  waa  not  inclined  to  baxard  hiniaelf  id  • 
apeedy  pursuit  of  the  British  army)  but,  ur,  we  arB 
furnisbed  with  no  proof)  we  are  pinnted  to  no  cotem- 
porary  writer  who  recorda  the  fact.  Let  me  commend 
the  gentleman  again  to  go  back  to  the  annals  of  those 
day*,  and  improve  his  recollection  and  his  tsste;  let  me 
aak  him  to  study,  while  be  ia  thus  engaged,  the  exslted 
sentiment,  the  high-wrought  patriotism,  that  "  breathe 
and  burn  throughout  Ihefullowing  eitrncta."  Governor 
Shelby,  in  a. letter  to  General  Harrison,  dated  Frank- 
fort, April  SI,  1816,  aaysi 

"FBaNCTOBT,  Jpril3l,  18l6. 
"During  the  whole  of  this  long  and  arduous  pursuit, 
no  iDan  could  make  greater  exertions  or  use  more  vigll- 
snce  than  you  did  to  overtake  Proctor,  whilst  the  skill 
I  and  promptitude  with  which  you  arranged  the  Iroopa 
fur  battle,  and  the  diatinguished  leal  and  bravery  you 
evinced  during  ita  continuance,  merited  and  received 
my  highest  approbation. 
I      "In  abort,  air,  from  Ibe  time  1  joined  yoD  to  tbe  nw- 
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ment  nr  our  sepwition,  I  believe  that  no  commander 
ever  did  or  could  mike  Renter  exertions  than  you  did 
to  effect  the  great  objects  of  the  campaign.  I  admired 
your  plans,  and  Ihouglit  them  executed  with  great 
energy)  particularly  yr>ur  order  of  battle,  and  arrange- 
menta  far  landing  on  the  Canada  shore,  were  calculated 
to  inapire  every  officer  and  man  with  a  confidence  that 
we  could  not  be  defeated  by  any  thing'  like  our  own 
number. 

"Until  after  I  had  gened  the  campaign  of  1813,  I 
waa  not  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  you  bad  to  en- 
counter M  commander  of  the  Norihweatern  army.  J 
have  aince  often  aaid,  and  still  do  believe,  that  thedutiea 
anigned  to  you  on  that  occaiion  were  more  arduous  and 
difficult  to  accomplish  than  any  I  hud  ever  known  con- 
fided to  any  commander)  and,  with  respect  to  the  zeal 
and  Rdeliiy  with  which  you  eiceuted  that  high  and  im- 
portant trust,  there  are  thousands  in  Kentucky,  as  well 
aa  myielF,  who  believed  it  could  not  have  been  commit- 
ted to  better  hands. 

"With  aenCimenti  ot  the  moat  sincere  regard  and 
esteem,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

"ISAAC  SHELBY. 

'■  Uaj.  Gen.  Willuk  Hibbt  HaaBiaon." 

Commodore  Perry,  who  joined  the  army  after  the 
victory  on  Lake  Erie,  as  the  general's  vnhmlccr  aid,  in 
a  note,  dated  Newport,  August  18,  1817,  expresses 
bimself  in  these  unqualified  terms: 

"  NxwTOKT,  Jagtut  18,  1817. 

"  Although  I  have  little  or  no  pretensiona  to  military 
knowledge,  as  relates  to  an  army,  still  I  ms/be  allowed 
to  bear  lesiimany  to  your  zeal  and  activity  in  the  pursuit 
of  the   Britiah  nrmy    under  Proctor,  and    to    say,   the 

Srompt  change  made  by  you  in  the  order  of  battle,  on 
Iscovering  the  position  of  the  enemy,  always  hit  appear- 
ed to  me  to  have  evinced  a  high  degree  of  military 
talent.  I  concur  moat  aincerely  with  the  venerable 
Governor  Shelby,  in  hia  general  spprobation  of  your 
conduct  (as  far  as  It  came  under  my  observation]  in  that 
campaign.  With  great  regard,  I  am,  try  de^r  air,  your 
friend, 

"O.  H.  PERSY. 
"  Major  General  W.  H.  H^imison." 
Sir,  I  have  found  these  testimonials  in  the  life  oF  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  published  in  1634,  by  Hoses  Dawson, 
Esq.,  who  ii^  on  this  subject,  a  moat  disinterested  and 
competent  witness.  He  is  now,  and  always  has  been, 
an  ardent,  a  consistent  supporter  of  the  present  ad- 
miniatralion;  he  came  not  into  the  parly  st  the  eleventh 
hour,  but,  acting  upon  hii  original  principles,  has  ever 
defended  the  fame  of  the  brave  man  whoee  military 
services  he  haa  so  fiithCully  recorded. 

The  issue  of  the  battle  of  the  Thames  is  known  to  the 
world;  it  aealed  the  permsnent  success  of  the  American 
■rros  in  the  N'irtbwest:  it  rescued  our  territory  from 
Brititli  dominion,  and  drove  back  to  the  forest  those 
countless  ssvsgea  who  had  so  long  desolited  our  frontier. 

If,  air,  I  waa  called  on  to  select  a  period  during  the 
lite  war,  when  the  ipontsneoua  burst  of  a  whole 
people's  gratitude  was  heard  in  the  village,  the  town, 
or  the  city,  wherever  there  was  a  hrart  to  feel  and  ■ 
tongue  to  apeak,  1  would  point  lo  those  more  than 
Roman  triumphswhichaivaitrd  I  he  conqueror  of  Proctor. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  now  in  m^  eye,  [Mr. 
Lbi,]  cannot  have  forgotten  the  illumination  at  Old 
Tammany,  the  beautiful  iraniparcncy  in  front  of  the 
venerable  wigwam,  and  the  high-wrought  feeling  of  that 
hour,  when  the  grand  aachem,  and  the  whole  tribe  of 
true  democratic  bucktlil^  held  their  patriotic  council  In 
the  autumn  of  1813.  I  ask  him  if  he  waa  not  one  of  that 
company;  and  when  the  cup  waa  pledged  to  vslur  and 


talent,  his  own  aoul  was  not  kindled  with  the  commoa 
enthusiasm  that  pervsded  every  bosomF  Sir,  thercpub- 
tlcani  of  that  day  paid  honor  to  whom  honor  was  duei 
they  were  the  true  American  spirits  who  hsd,  with  pioua 
care,  collected  the  remaina  of  our  valiant  coantrymen, 
which  had  bleached  for  more  than  thirty  years  on  th« 
shores  of  Long  island,  and  bestowed,  though  late,  the 
holy  rite  of  aepulture  upon  the  victima  of  the  Jersey 
prison>shlp.  They  were  the  friends  of  Harrisont  and 
ilieir  hearts  responded  to  every  noble,  every  glorioua 
impulae.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  how  many  of  that  vet- 
eran corps  retain  their  rank,  or  even  their  place,  In  the 
wigwsm:  if  the  ancient  race  has  become  extinct,  and 
the  month*  of  "  fruits  and  of  flowers"  are  appropriaicd 
by  more  devoted,  more  uncere,  and  more  disinterested 
followers  of  the  patron  saint,  it  must  be  matter  of  high 
congratulation  {  but  if  that  hall  is  oow  a  mere  hunting, 
ground,  where  the  apaits  of  the  chase  are  the  only  re- 
wards, and  the  deatruction  of  all  who  do  not  unite  in  the 
sentiment  is  a  first  principle,  then.  Indeed,  the  founder* 
of  the  brotherhood  mistook  the  nature  of  man,  and 
eslablished  an  inititution  to  which  the  power  of  a  Spali- 
iah  inquisition  bears  but  a  faint  resemblance- 
Mr.  Chsirman,  I  a^k  the  members  from  the  key-slone 
Slate  to  recall  the  feeling  of  their  fellow -citizens  at  that 
interesting  era;  to  peruse,  once  morr,  the  description  of 
those  unsought  honors  which  a  virtuous  people  bestowed 
upon  exalted  merit.  Can  they  forget  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1813,  when  their  beautiful  city  presented,  amid  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  a  sublime,  a  glorious  spectacleF* 
Sir,  the  inserlptions  that  might  then  have  been  read 
were  not  of  blind  devotion  to  any  man,  much  lets  of  de- 
votion to  psrtyi  they  stood  out,  in  Irtters  of  fire,  and 
proclaimed  the  names  of  Harrison  and  Perry. 

But  I  have  not  done.  On  the  9th  of  December,  1813, 
a  public  entertainment  was  tendered  to  General  Harrison 
by  the  people  of  Philadelphia!  and  I  muAt  be  permitted 


occasion  i*  expected  to  call  forlhrf 

"  Gentlemen,"  said. General  Harrison,  "  permit  me  to 
offer  a  vulunleer  toast,  and  very  briefly  to  slate  the  mo- 
tive which  prompts  me  to  take  one  of  the  regulir  toasts 
of  the  day  as  a  mean  of  communicating  my  opmion.  Be- 
lieving, as  1  do,  that  a  sentiment  is  gaining  ground 
unfriendly  to  republicanism,  and  injurious  to  the  nation, 
and  knowing,  by  my  own  experience,  that  the  aentiment 
ia  not  well  founded,  I  will  give  you — 

•'  Die  miRlia  of  the  Vhtled  Slala.-  They  poweia  the 
Roman  apirit)  and  when  our  Government  shsll  think 
proper  to  give  them  that  organisation  and  discipline  of 
which  they  are  susceptible,  they  will  prrfurm  deeds  that 
will  emulste  those  of  the  legions  led  by  Uarcellus  snd 

And  where  may  we  look  for  a  more  honormbte  testi- 
mony to  the  value  and  efficiency  of  a  well-regulated  and 
disciplined  mihtis?  It  certainly  become!  those  who 
would  imoute  to  General  Harrison  a  disregard  for  the 
feeling  of  the  American  people,  who  are,  after  all,  the 
only  American  soldiers,  to  pause  and  reflect,  ere  they 
caat  their  anathema*  upon  one  who  could  utter  a  aenli' 
ment  ao  exalted. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Ancient  Dominion  did  not  forget, 
in  that  hour  of  general  gratulation,  one  of  her  gallant 

darkeat  hour  of  party  violence — forget  the  father  of  that 
son.  No,  siri  while  her  own  annals,  while  the  great 
charier  of  our  political  liberty  remain,  the  name  of  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  will  be  ssaocisled  with  that  of  JefTeraon, 
of  Randolph,  and  of  Uenry._ 
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Bir,  permit  me  to  quote  rtom  Ui«  Richmond  Enquirer, 
when  Ihe  newi  of  Proclor**  debit  reached  Iblt  cily; 

■■  Oenenl  Hirriion's  detailed  letter  lelli  ui  of  f^try 
thing  we  wiih  to  know  about  the  offieen,  except  himaelr. 
He  dot!  juiltee  to  eTcry  one  hut  to  Hirriton,  and  the 
world  iDuit  thererore  do  Juiiio*  to  the  tnan  who  wai  too 
tnodeat  to  he  juit  to  himtelf." 

Anln:  What  Virginian  haa  not  read  the  proclamation 
of  the  mayor  at  RichmDnd,  recomnKndin;  a  ^neral 
illumination,  on  the  erening  of  Norember  2i,  1BI3, 
when,  glided  by  Ihe  common  impulie,  he  told  bi>  fellow- 
towramcn  to  "gire  vent  to  their  feelingi — to  think  of 
Perry,  who  pared  the  way,  and  of  Ibrriaon,  whote  in- 
trepid Tilor  had  Ihui  noblv  ichiered  Ihe  victory!"'  I 
find  Uiii  proclamalion  it  dated  at  ten  o'clock,  on  the 
evening  of  the  Sibbath;  and  well  might  the  ipirit  of  Ihe 
old  Commonwealth  have  been  rouKd,  when,  like  the 
motbef  of  the  Gracchi,  ihe  could  p<rint  to  Harriioa,  and 
claim  him  ai  one  of  her  children.  Well  might  Ihe  tym- 
pathy  which  w**  then  excited  in  every  boaom  hare  been 
regarded  le  (he  common  properly  of  brr  people,  when, 
like  the  toreh  that  was  pawed  Irom  hand  to  hand  in  the 
day*  of  Grecian  ^lory,  (he  holy  Are  of  gratitude  pervaded 
every  heart,  ai  it  found  there  iu  kindred  element. 

Sir,  ihall  1  refer  to  other  Statei,  and  tbeir  patriotic 
people,  to  swell  the  song  of  universal  triumph  which 
echoed  from  every  hill,  and  aprcad  through  every  valley 
of  thit  great  republic,  when  the  heart  o(a  whole  nation 
throbbnl  with  tumultuous  ioyT  Enough  has  already 
been  told  to  rescue,  I  truit,  Ihe  memory  of  the  .pait  from 
this  aalo  dea  Ji  af  partyi  te  place  before  this  Houae  and 
Ihii  nation  what  was,  and  what  is)  to  exhibit  Ihe  startling 
truth,  that  no  service  can  be  »  meritorious,  no  fime  so 
well  deserved,  no  worth  to  exalted,  but  that  Mrty  ne- 
oeaaly  miv  doom  its  deitrucUoa,  and  party  discipline 
carry  out  (lie  sentence. 

It  is,  Hr.  Chairnian,  a  subject  of  gratulation  that,  in 
this  war  aninat  character,  our  own  archives  hive  not 
yet  been  deslroyed<  that  Ihe  bright  page  of  our  coun- 
try's history,  the  records  even  or  this  House,  have  not 
yet  been  fired  ay  the  torch  of  some  modem  Omar. 
There  it  ■  menurial  of  public  opinion,  tbit  may  be  aeen 
in  this  day  of  darkness,  standing  out,  not,  sb-,  in  letters 
of  gold,  but  in  the  simple,  yet  siDoete  language  of  a  no* 
(ion's  gratitude.  Let  me  refer  the  committee,  and  the 
honorable  ifeDtlemait  alto,  to  the  resolalion  of  (hit 
House,  which  puaed,  without  a  diMeating  voice,  in 
April,  1818,  prestntinglhcihanksof  Congrcis  to  Harri- 
son ijod  Shelby,  and  aulhorizing  the  President  to  he- 
stow  upon  each  of  them  a  gold  medal,  fur  their  gallantry 
at  the  Thame*. 

Thui^  Ur.  Chairman,  have  I  followed  the  gentlentan 
from  the  Wsbwh  to  the  Thames.  1  have  concealed 
nothing,  and  I  believe  spoken  naught  but  what  the  oc- 
casion required.  The  mat*  of  nxterisl)  from  which  I 
have  gleaned  llie  incidents  I  have  presented  is  yet  full 
oi  interesti  for,  sir,  it  cannot  be  exhausted!  and  if  my 
renarka  ahali  induce  any  one  who  heirs  me  to  go  back 
to  the  "Are  and  smoke"  of  past  timet,  1  shall  feel  my- 
self aaiply  rewarded  for  Ihe  effon  I  have  made,  as  t  can 
then  assure  myielf  his  views  will  become  cleir,  and  bit 
judgment  thoroughly  disabused. 

Sir,'  tlie  Slate  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 
holds  in  high  estimation  Ihe  American  navyt  within  her 
border*  that  splendid  victory  wis  achieved,  which  proved, 
to  an  aatonished  world,  thit  even  a  Brilish  fleet  might 
be  conquered.  On  the  bosom  of  an  inlind  tea,  whose 
waves  bad  never  been  diaturbed  but  by  the  strife  of  the 
clement*,  the  roar  of  American  cannon  Hnt  awoke  irs 
ilumherinfc  waterai  and  beneath  the  soil  of  Ohio,  on  a 
beautiful  i>le  of  the  lake,  in  all  ihe  solitude  of  nature, 


icb  bore,  upon  its  glorious  (olds,  the  more  glorious 
motto,  '*Don'l  give  up  Ihe  thlp."  Yes,  we  hope  to 
preserve  one  monument,  at  leslt,  that  shall,  through 
■11  future  time,  proclaim  the  heroism  of  the  past,  and 
serve  lo  perpetuate  Ihe  honor  of  the  Ameeican  arms. 
Mr.  Cbairmin,  the  bold  ipirit  who  directed  that  unri- 
villed  battle,  and  who,  wherever  peril  was  to  be  met, 
threw  himself  into  the  breach,  hat  gone  to  his  flnil  ic- 
countf  hut  he  his  lell  a  memorial  behind  him,  alike  boo- 
orahle  to  bia  exahed  generosity  and  gratifying  to  Ihe 
people  of  the  West.  1  allude,  sir,  lo  Ibe  fallowing  ex- 
tract of  a  letter,  written  shortly  after  the  victory : 

"U>IT>D  StITXS  SCHODXIX  ABISL, 

Stonier  15, 131S. 

"  SiBi  The  very  great  asiiatance,  in  Ihe  action  of  the 
lOdi  instant,  derived  from  those  men  you  were  pleaMd 
to  tend  on  board  Ihe  squadron,  renders  it  a  duty  to  re- 
turn you  my  sincere  thanks  for  so  limely  a  re-enforcement. 
In  net,  I  may  say,  sir,  without  these  men,  the  victory 
could  not  have  been  achievedi  and  equally  to  assure  you 
that  they  behaved  ai  became  good  soldiers  and  sea- 
men. Those  who  were  under  my  immediate  observition 
evinced  great  irdor  and  bravery-* 

"Very  respeclfully,  OUVEB  H.  PERRY. 

"Major  Gen.  W.  H.  Habbisob." 

Sir,  the  people  of  Ohio  have  been  told,  upon  this 
floor,  tliat  injuatice  waa  done  lo  Ihe  militia  of  that  State 


a  letter  of  General  Hsniton's  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  hat  been  refiirred  to,  dated  in  Harch,  1813,  in 
which  he  speak*  of  the  dismay  and  ditinclMiation  to  the 
Krvice  which  appeared  to  orevaiti  and  My*  that  "the 
new  draught*  from  Ohio  could  not  be  depended  upon.'' 
In  the  same  letter,  be  allude*  to  tbe  militia  who  served 
during  the  previous  winter  in  the  highest  termsi  and 
goes  on  to  reitMrk,  that  be  ha*  no  doubt  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  good  men  could  be  procured.  He  recommends 
tlut  they  should  be  mounted,  and,  if  nnotioned  by  the 
Department,  "Kentucky  would  fumith  some  regiment* 
(hat  would  not  be  inferior  to  thos^  who  fbugbl  at  the 
Rurio."  To  Ihia  letter  we  are  pointed,  and  asked  to 
sustain  the  gentleman  in  the  ehargea  he  ha*  made)  nay, 
fiiHher,  as  if  he  gathered  confideuee  by  reiterating  the 
accusituM,  he  tells  us  that  the  people  of  Ohio  caonor, 
and  will  not,  submit  to  such  impntationsi  that  Ihey  will 
r^ect  any  man  who  has  done  Ibem,  as  be  •**crti,  tucb 
injuitice. 

Sir,  upon  this  part  of  his  altack,  Ihe  gentleman,  if  not 
in  the  "lire,"  is  in  the  "smoke,"  and,  as  tbe  clouds 
clear  up,  I  trust  he  will  grope  hii  way  out  of  the  dark- 
ness. Before  I  reply  to  Ihe  inferences  he  attempts  to 
draw  from  the  letter  to  which  be  alludes,  let  me  ask  him 
to  recur  to  the  official  letter*  of  Wuhir^on  during  the 
Revolotion,  and  read  the  strong  language  he  used  in  re- 
lation to  the  efficiency  of  new  recruits,  no  matter  from 
what  Stale  they  camei  or  in  what  tervioe  tbey  were  en- 
gaged) let  him  catt  111*  eye  upon  (he  eommuirication 
made  to  Congress  on  the  24thof  Septemher,  1776,  from 
Harlaem  Height*!  and  I  would  also  commend  (he  ex- 
tract to  those  gentlemen  fhim  New  York,  who  have 
evidenced,  during  thi*  evening,  to  much  anxietv  (o  at- 
nit  in  the  deatnictton  of  one  who  Bsy  stand  in  the  way 
of  (heir  chosen  leader:  "To  place  any  dependence 
upon  militia,"  says  Gen.  W.,  "is  assuredly  resting  upon  a 
broken  staifi  men  jutt  dragged  from  the  tender  acencs  of 
domestic  lifet  unaccustom^  to  the  din  of  armsi  totally 
unacquainted  with  every  kind  of  military  skill,  which, 
being  followed  hy  a  wsnt  of  confidence  in  themsetvca 
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wben  oppoaed  to  troop*  reKul*Tl]>  tnined,  diaciplincd, 
ftnd  ■ppointedi  niperior  in  koovled^,  uid  luperlor  in 
■riBi,  mikes  ttaem  umid  and  ready  to  Ry  rrom  tlidr  own 

Ndw>  tir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kenluck*  thouU,  in 
Ml  unguuded  moiDent,  riac  in  hia  place,  and  accuM  the 
Father  of  hU  Country  with  injuaiice  to  ibe  men  of  oiber 
dayi,  and  on  wch  eviilenee  ai  I  have  juit  furoiahed,  ap- 
peal to  tbe  people  for  tbeir  aanction  upon  hia  effort, 
what  miKht  he  expect  t  what  could  he  hope  forF  Ai 
well  taiKDt  he  endeavor  to  ihut  out  the  light  of  heaven, 
or  to  interrupt  the  niatian  of  thia  globe  by  the  touch  irf' 
Ilia  finger.  Againi  I  will  come  down  to  our  own  memory; 
tbe  gentleman  ia  now,  and  alwaya  haa  beet),  an  ardent 
auppoTter  of  our  venerable  PreaidenI,  and  yet  be  cannot 
have  forgotten  that  pregnant  paaaage  in  General  Jack- 
Bon'a  officiBl  despatch  of  January  9,  1615,  arherein  "h^ 
charged  the  Kentucky  re-entorcement«"  to  haye  "in- 
gloriously  fled,  drawing  after  them,  by  tbeir  eiample, 
the  remainder  of  the  force,  and  thus  yielding  to  the 
enemy  a  moat  fortunate  position."  Here  a  rautlbligbting 
■ccu«alion  waa  charged  upon  the  people  of  the  gentle- 
man'! own  Stale,  and  yet  the  hero  of  New  Orleans  re- 
ceived, in  1828,  tbe  tote  of  Kentucky.  I  make  no  com-- 
ment  upon  the  fact,  but  merely  entreat  the  gentleman 
to  reflect  upon  what  hia  own  Commonwealth  did,  before 
he  asacrta  that  Ohio  will  abandon  (he  hero  oF  the  Thames 
and  of  Tippecanoe. 

Sir,  I  regard  the  paternal  care  that  tbe  gentleman  haa 
Been  fit  to  feel  for  Ohio  aa  gratuitous ;  we  ask  none  of 
hia  aaaiatance  in  the  manageaent  of  our  internal  con- 
cerns, nor  have  we  to  Akr  degenerated  a«  to  invoke  aid 
from  aoy  State,  NolHh  or  South,  to  contnJ  our  political 
opiuiona.  We  feel  a  debt  of  gratitude,  that  we  can 
never  repay,  for  the  protection  oor  territory  received 
froai  our  Kenluoky  brethren,  from  iu  infant^  unlit  the 
cloee  of  Ibc  Ute  wan  they  poured  out  their  blood  for  ua, 
and  the  ebaracter,  the  value,  (he  perpetuity  of  all  our 
inttitutionl  Ihoy  twve  contributed  not  only  to  eatabliah, 
'  but  to  tbeir  di«ntere*ted  sacrifice*  we  are  eatentially  in- 
debted (Mreaebandevery  of  tbe  blessings  we  now  enjoy. 
But  the  reward*  nor  the  punishments,  llie  gold  nor  (be 
cunning,  oftelfish,  beartteas,  and  reckleaa  ptJilicians,  can 
affect  tbe  people  of  Ohio;  liiey  know  what  is  due  to 
(bemadves,  and  are  not  unmindrijl  of  what  is  expected 
froaiBSCn  who  bare  not  yet  paaaed  under  ihe  yoke  of 
party.  In  tbe  freahneis,  the  vigor,  and  generosity  of 
their  feelings,  they  may  aometimea  admit,  from  kindoeaa, 
what  could  never  be  eilricted  by  fear,  or  obiained  by 
fraudibut  they  will  never,  I  miitl  asaiire  the  gentleman, 
•nd  all  otbera  who  may  calculate  the  efaince*  of  political 
warfare,  permit  themselves  to  be  regarded  as  a  market- 
able commodity,  to  be  bought  or  sold  in  the  abamblea  of 
any  party.  Sir,  my  constituents,  and  I  feel  that  I  speak 
but  (he  sentiment*  of  my  State,  are  not  (o  be  bound,  and 
cast  into  the  Ckimacei  (bey  will  nerer  auffer  their  strength 
to  be  aborn,  nor  ibeir  touls  to  be  feltered:  they  know 
(he  siren  voice  of  the  political  Delilah,  and  *purn  tbe 
shackles,  ay,  the  golden  ahacklea,  of  modern  timca,as 
the  strong  HMn  of  old  burst  the  bond*  of  ancient  treach- 
ery. Vea,  they  have  gained  from  his  exsmple  a  uaeful 
lesaon— they  never  will  suffer  their  raoral  viaion  to  be  *o 
'  far  obaeured  a*  to  "grind  in  (he  priaon-house"  at  the 
'  beheat  of  any  nustert  and,  more  than  all,  (hey  never  can 
become  so  degrkded  by  the  influence  of  offlce,  or  of 
power,  that  when  deprived  of  all  aalf-respect,  humbled, 
diagraced,  and  contemptible,  tbe  mere  aport  and  mock- 
ery of  unprinoipled  kadera,  (he  only  privilege  which 


(hat  all  may  periih  in  the  wrecl 

I  make  no  comparison  between  the  candida(ea  for  the 
next  pre^encyi  that  task  I  leave  to  othmi  I  am  con- 
tented to  rest  the  whole  question  with  the  American 


peeplet  my  cbjcot  is  that  of  defence,  not  of  attack.  I 
have  attempted  (o  perform  tbe  olBce  of  aa  American 
citizen,  not  of  apolitical  partisan)  and  socb,  I  tnift,  will 
ever  be  my  conduct  vhile-I  bold  a  seal  upon  Ibia  floor. 
I  am  ooDtent  Is  act  oat  ny  part  in  this  furum,  and  ahatl 
not  deaecnd  into  die  sreiia  to  mingle  in  the  Kladiatorial 
atrife  of  contending  factiona— it  ia  unworthy  (be  repre- 
aentativea  of  a  free  people,  and  lessens  our  own  aelf-re- 
apect.  Sir,  in  the  amphitbeaire  at  Rome,  did  the  Sena- 
tor coatend  with  tbe  Numidiau  lion  or  the  Anatio  ligcrF 
Not  (hat  duty  wta  lelt  to  (he  aubjecled  Thtacian— the 
field  of  public  honor  waa  tbe  $ena(e4iouae.  I^t  ua 
profit  by  the  example, 

WfaCB,  Ur.  Chairman,  General  Harrison  exprestiJ 
hinKlf  in  the  language  to  which  aucb  cxcepljon  is  lakei^ 
it  waa  truly  a  period  lu  darkaeasanddisDMy.  The  whole 
rrontier  of  Ohio  waa  threatened  by  the  enemy,  confident 
in  their  strength,  and  proud  with  rec«nt  aucceaat  the 
people  bad  bcea  haraaaed  by  toil,  and  borne  down  by 
privation:  to  uae  Uie  eloquent  language  of  Jlioo,  "  in 
tbe  day-time  their  path  through  the  forest  waa  ambusb- 
ed,  and  (be  darkness  of  tnidnight  glitieied  vithtbcbJaae 
or(beirdirell<nga— when,  were  they  hlUera,  the  blood 
of  their  aona  fattened  tbe  corn-field— when,  were  they 
ntotbeni,  the  war-whoop  awoke  tbe  sleep  of  the  cradle  .** 
Yes,  it  waa  an  hour  when 

"TbiTe  wai  gJleDca  still  i>  death, 

And  Che  bn(u(  held  hk  biMtta 


Under,  tbe  excitement  of  sucb  a  scene,  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  prompt  and  energetic  action,  and  reali- 
zing (he  weight  of  (he  responsibility  which  rested  upon 
him  a*  controlling  and  directing  the  defence  of  (hat  ex- 
tended territory,  General  Harrison  did  not  disguise  hia 
aenlimenlai  and,  air,  they  were  sucb  aa  had  often  been 
more  strongly  expressed  by  the  moat  diUinguiahed  and 
beloved  eommandert  incur  service.  Sir,  the  people  of 
Ohio  fully  undenlood  the  character  of  tbeir  defender, 
and  appreciated,  with  impartial  justice,  the  courae  he 
punuedt  and,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  Ibe  "  alleged 
injuatlce"  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  inswts 
had  been  done  to  them,  (hey  still  volunteered  under  their 
former  leader,  and  crowded  by  tbouiands  (o  hia  banner- 
Until  tbeir  frontier  waa  finally  rescued  from  danger,  and 
victory  crowced  our  arm*  at  the  lliame*,  thecitizen-M>(- 
diera  of  that  noble  State  followed  the  fbrtunes  and  par- 
ticipated iu  the  triumphs  of  WilliamHenryHarriaon.  It 
is  not  for  me  to  express,  even  in  guarded  terma,  any 
opinion  aa  to  the  future  course  of  the  freetnenuf  Ohio, 
when  they  ire  called  on  to  exerciae  a  solemn  political 
dutj)  (hey  know  their  privileges,  and  will  preserve  them 
in  (heir  purityi  they  need  no  foreign  counsel  to  assist 
(heir  judgment,  and  will  never  submit  to  any  diela(ion. 
[  leave  wKh  (hem  tbe  keeping  of  tbeir  own  conacience*, 
and  I  will  answer  fur  it,  (hey  will  do  nn(hing  unworthy 
the  name  or  Ifao  character  of  independent  .American  elec- 

lir,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  in  justice  to  the  old 
and  tried  friends  of  die  President,  tlut  no  sentiment  is 
uttclcd  by  them,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  has  extended, 
but  of  kindness  and  honorable  feeling  toward  that  diatin- 
guilhed  eitlien,  whose  well-earned  fitme  1  have,  in  my 
humble  manner,  caaayed  (o  auitain.  They  regird  that 
fane  a*  the  common  property  of  the  whofe  country,  aa 
a  page  upon  tbe  annala  of  the  Union,  to  obliterate  wnicb 
would  be  to  blot  out  a  part  of  our  common  biatMy. 
put,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  late  convert*  to  (he  party,  thoae 
who,  like  the  followers  of  a  camp,  have  never  fought  ftr 
victory  nor  cxpoaed  themaelvea  to  defeat,  who  have 
made  no  sacrificea,  nor  given  a  word  pf  cheer  in  the  hour 
of  trial — in  their  zeal  &r  future  promo(iun,  and  in  the 
hope  o[  swelling  the  roll  of  (he  faithful  at  another  peri- 
od—theae,  nr,  vul(ure-Uke,  bate  iharpeQed  tbeir  bealU 
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fcr  thta  wrnWiJ  of  bhtod.  From  nch  enenia  Benanl 
mU^  to  «specti  tat  OK  tell  Uiem,  he  hu 
r.  Bmb  enoMtes,  if  In  ihe  pWBt  poliiiol 
•onniottnu  n  kmw  to  be  fought,  wb«th«r  defeated  or 
wooeMfiil)  wooM,  hi  tbeir  appetite  for  the  ipoHi^  itrip 
Dm  dead  and  tbe  woaaded  a(  tbeir  own  ■rmycrether 
left  tbe  boltle-Beld.  1  mcnt  aoouit  the  renllemm  froai 
Sentuek;  froin  the  wipleion  of  oeinK  ■  Me  conrerti  be 
hu  ilwiji  lieen,  1  am  MMred,  a  decided,  a  deroted 
FrieDd  at  tbe  proenl  ExecutlTei  and  I  oouM  not  have 
expected' llMt  be  would  hate  punned  the  «oanehe)M<, 
Inm  tbe  eatinale  1  b**e  fonBod  of  the  ^encronty  of  hie 
ebanoter.  E«en  now  I  Tffard  die  obaemttoni  he  bai 
made  u  Iho  (eaah  of  iapulM  rather  than  reflection. 
He  i*  jet  young:,  the  froit  of  brc  hai  not  yet  whitened 
IU8bMw,nar  time'a  wrinklea  furrawedbiicbecki  but 
the  hour  will  oaow,  wbei^  in  tbe  aoKtade  of  hit  own 
mind,  be  muit  look  baek  on  the  toenea  of  the  laat  few 
dayaiwhen,  percbtnee,  tbe  prattlinc  child  upon  hi>  knee 
will  read  the  record  of  thia  Honae,  and  ask  why  it  wai 
tiMt  an  old  war-worn  aiddier  bocarne  the  object  of  to 
ntuoh  ocnwre.  If  tbe  genttcnan  can  then  reply  tomch 
a  qoeation  in  (be  mat  ipirit  be  h>«  apofcen  on  Ibia  floor, 
I  ihall  lie  diMppointed  in  ay  eathtwie  of  human  nature. 
We  arc  told  by  the  triah  bani,  who  ha*  bvt  noveited  the 
beart,  tliat  (here  mvj  be 


a  aorrev  tlut  ihron 


'*  A  faial  r^membmicai  a  aorrov  that  il 
lu  blsak  ahads  mlikr  D^er  oar  joyi  and 
O'ei  which  lir«  nDthiog  hrigbl 
Parwhichjay  hathna  balm,  ai 


larker 


•ting. 


But,  nr,  tbe  genlleatan  h»a  not  the  merit  of  oripnality 
inbii  cenaure;(he  epi(beti  he  hat  uaedare  not  of  mod- 
em growth)  (hey  hare  been  dug  ap  from  (he  roina  of 
former  attack*)  their  form  i>  not  new,  nor  is  their  point 
even  improred.  And  at  the  pre*en(  lime,  (he  ground  ii 
preoccupied  by  a  citiaen  of  New  York,  who  baa,  in  the 
decline  of  hit  life,  and  (tie  bltterneit  of  hii  diatppointed 
ambition,  aoattered  hit  arrowt  with  an  untparinj'  hand) 
but  he  cannot  reach  hit  mark.  Better  liad  it  been 
that  be  ahoold  bare  retted  latiafied  with  hia  Newburg 
kttera,  and  the  memorable  reaoiution  of  bit  brtMber 
ofBcers,  pamed  at  New  Windaor  on  tbe  IJth  of  Hartsh, 
1793;  better  even  would  it  hire  been  that  be  bad  beex 
oonlent  with  tbe  tribute  which  ii  paid  to  bin  iit  the 
"  Memolra  of  Wilbi[)poni"  and  ttill  better,  had  he  re- 
aiiiAed  with  all  the  military  honor*  which  were 


prtbi 
Aarm 
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if  oar  republie  plundered  by  a 
IDC  wnoae  >tcp  tbould  never  have  probned  our  aoil.  I 
know  not  why  M  Ibii  junoture  Ibere  ia  aucb  a  rcaurrec- 
lion,  not  of  what  elevaica  and  bonora  tbe  country,  but 
rather  lendt  to  degrade  it.  it  it  not  formetoaatign  the 
molire  why  the  meridian  Of  Albany  ia  aeleeted  aa  the 
pbtee  of  attack,  of  trial,  and  of  execution.  1  leiiw  (he 
ai^tion  of  (hit  queation  with  (boae  who  may  be  in  (be 
aeeret,  and  tak  them  .to  account  for  the  itrange  coinci- 
dence between  tbe  publioalion  of  the  "  Skctchea"  and 
tbat  of  another  work,  at  Hartford,  proTeaaing  to  be  (he 
biography  of  a  diMingnlthed  politician.  Sir,  are  praiae 
and  ceniure,  Ba((et7  and  abuie,  to  be  mingled  up  (o 
^li^  or  impnve  the  public  lutei  or  ia  it  tbat  no  polit- 
loal  elevation  can  be  hoped  for  until  evety  rival  ia  dia- 
poaed  of,  no  matter  by  what  tneant' 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  doea  not  become  me  to  atk  who  it  ii 
tbat  hte  conjured  up  from  the  dead,  like  (be  aorcerett  of 
ok),  thit  halyard  akelcton  of  buried  tianderi  whoae  ma- 
gical wand  hat  beckoned  (hia  ghott  IVom  the  realma  of 
ahade.  I  knew  tbat  aea  and  land  would  be  compaated, 
but  I  could  not  have  believed  (hat  even  (he  moit  de- 
voted partiaan  woold  have  wandered  upon  the  bankt  of 
Styx,  tnd  held  conmtinion  wi(h  ^ado#i!  I  ace,  now, 
that  fancy  and  bel.atc  alike  ID  be  wed)  tbal  the  wMpoM 


of  pnrty  warlbre  are  not  tetcded  by  any  known  rule, 
but  are  choaen  at  ratkdom)  and  be  who  employ*  them 
mott  dextermuly  Is  regarded  ai  an  adept  In  political  tac- 
tics.  Sir,  the  doom^  victim  muit  be  laid  low,  and 
whether  he  ikilt  fighting  on  (he  htt  battlement  of  free- 
dom, or,  tike  tbe  bird  of  Jupiter,  the  ihafl  wMch  it  to 
pierce  him  it  to  be  winged  by  a  ftather  fVom  bit  own 
pinion,  il  is  all  one,  the  lacriGce  mutt  be  tnada. 

Sir,  before  I  conclude,  1  mutt  be  penRttted  to  recur 
to  the  early  history  of  Ohio,  to  which  T  have  already  once 
alluded.  I(  was  when  that  now  populoua  State  waaan  unbro- 
ken forett,  when  her  now  fertile  soil  wa*  onniled,  and  (he 
itara  of  heaven  ihone  upon  (heaolitudeof  atrsckletawH- 
derneai.ihat  General  Harriton,  (hen  in  tbe  flower  of  bit 
youth,  leftthehomeof  hiiinbney,  (he  aomforta,  the  pleaa- 
nres,  (he  conaotationa  of  family  and  frieodt,  and  united 
himaelf  wi(h  the  artnyof  tbe  Northlrett,  inmediatelyaftev 
the  defeat  of  8t.  Clair.  It  wat  no  momentary  impuhe 
which  prompted  him  to  crott  yon  rugged  maantain|h  and 
hazard  hit  1il<>  in  an  enlerpriae  where  none  but  hit  im< 
HMdiate  atiooiate*  could  witnei*  hit  v^or — and,  if  he  fell, 
none  but  hit  fetlow-aoldiers  could  perform  the  lait  aad 
ofSeeeof  friendahip.  It  wasbul  tbegermeof  thatchir- 
alric  tpirit,  which,  in  after  year*,  ezpinded  in  ail  iti  fUl- 
ncM  and  power,  and  in  the  midtt  of  trial,  and  doubt,  and 
danger,  whether  cheered  by  the  voice  of  friends,  or  at- 
miled  by  the  bitterneai  of  enemiet,  haa  proudly  auttained 
him. 

Sir,  in  December,  1793,  Harriton,  then  a  lieutcDanl, 
wa*  deapatcbed  with  other  officer*,  by  General  Wayne, 
to  take  potteMlon  of  the  battle-ground  of  St.  Clair.  The 
duty  wat  performed,  and  tbe  remaint  of  more  than  tix 
hundred  brave  men.  who  Ml  in  that  bloody  rencoonter. 


fhr«. 

In  tbe  decidve  victory  tt  tbe  Rapid*  of  the  Haume«, 
in  Augntt,  1794,  Harriton  lerved  as  the  aid-de-camp  of 
Wayne,  and  reoeived  the  mott  flattering  enccmiumt  fh»m 
hit  commander.  That  victory  wt«  obtained  under  the  luna 
of  a  Britith  fort,  gainst  a  tavige  force,  Ud  by  warlike 
and  talented  chiefa,  and  aided  by  their  Brituh  allie*. 
Here  our  vouthful  soldier  laid  the  foundation  of  that 
military  tkill  which  af^erwardp,  on  the  tame  Geld,  in  the 
trenches  tt  Fort  Ueigt,  displayed  itaelf  in  ^1  ita  lattre. 
Tbe  aiege  of  (bat  fartreat  it  a  bright  era  in  our  annatt)  it 
wat  (here  the  militia  of  Ohio  behaved  like  veteran 
soldiers,  and  acquired  imperishable  honorti  it  wat  there 
(he  intrepid  Kentucky  volunteer!  came  to  the  reaoue, 
and  freely  pourrd  oiK  their  blood.  Sir,  Ibere  ia  a  tie  of 
brotherhood  between  Uhio  and  Kentuckj;,  that  cannot, 
that  mutt  not,  be  aeveredi  we  have  been  joined  in  tolemn, 
in  holy  fraternity,  by  tU  (hat  is  preciout  in  aelf-tacrifice, 
and  all  that  ia  lofty  in  gratitude,  and  no  time,  no  change, 
must  aundcr  ua. 

Hr.  Churman,  I  feel  that  1  ihould  conclude  myre- 
markt:  the  deep,  the  kind  attention  of  the  committee, 
for  (he  long  period  I  hare  (respaaaednpon  their  patience, 
demand  my  sincere  acknowledgmentt)  and  they  are,  IcT 
me  atture  them,  freelv  bealowed.  Sir,  I  have  no  tints 
to  detail  the  civil  lervicet  of  General  Harriaon;  il  ia  no 
part  of  my  purpcae  to  do  to,  though  the  materitlt  for  a 
proud  exhibition  of  all  the  qualitiet  of  the  ttatetman  are 
at  hand)  they  are  ample,  they  are,  I  can  atture  the  gen- 
tleman, already  known  lo  the  peoplr,  and  will  become 
more  familiar  tt  that  people,  rising  above  party  trammels 
shall  review  the  hirtory  of  the  pail,  with  the  freedom 
that  belong*  to  every  patriot  citieen. 
'  The  reputation  of  the  American  soldier  it  the  property 
of  the  whole  Uniont  no  pOMion  of  thit  wide  confedervcy 
can  exclurively  appropriate  it.  "  Ftr  at  the  windt  can 
wait,, or  billon  roll,"  every  true  Awerioan  will  elaiia 
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M  inUrcit  in  Ihe  r«iii«  of  tboae  who  have  cMifierred 

goty  on  li'ii  GDOntry :  (here  la  no  cKids  io  birbaroui,  no 
irernment  lO  dupotlc,  but  bM  heird  tbe  itaiy  of  our 
iriumphi;  ■nd  in  the  darkeit  bour  of  humin  liberl]', 
wben,  under  Ihe  rule  of  the  HuKorite,  or  Ihe  tjrraan; 
of  ibe  Turk,  Ihe  heroic  slru^lea  igurat  pover  hive 
been  crushed,  and  the  ener^e*  of  the  *oul  mMued,  the 
iMt  hope  of  freedom  in  the  old  world  baa  been  kindled 
Rt  her  altar  in  the  nenr.  Let  ua,  air,  preaerre  the  terople, 
•nd  Ihe  flame  that,  like  the  eternal  fire  of  the  Tcatal, 
ihouM  hum  there  forerer.  Let  ui  not  anticipale  ihat 
rearful  period  when  our  land  ahall  preaent  an  unbroken 
aoene  of  "darkneaa"  and  of  '*gloominea«i"  vhen.  Ilka 
morninfT  aprcad  upon  iba  mounlaini,  our  akjr  thall  be 
hung  in  blacknear.  We  live  in  a  momenloua  era,  and 
on  ua  ii  impowd  a  tremendoui  dutj:  if  «e  are  &ilhful 
to  ouraelveK.  our  country,  and  our  God,  our  Gorcrnnient 
willatillgoonaaafpant  inhiaalrengthj  but  if  we  are  re- 
creant to  our  aolemn  obligationa,  and  in  tbe  paltry  atrife 
of  parly  diarcgird  tbe  claim*  of  tboae  who  have  noblr 
atrnggled  to  auatain  our  republic,  then,  air,  Ihe  pillara  of 
our  political  edifice  are  already  abakcn,  and,  ere  lonr,  the 
proud,  Ihe  once  glorioua  atructure,  will  fall  to  the  dual. 

When  Hr.  SToaaB  had  concluded, 

Mr.  LAY  moTCd  ibat  the  committee  rtaet  hut,  on  au^ 
geation,  withdrew  (be  motion. 

The  qoeation  waa  then  taken  on  the  amendment  pn>- 
poaed  by  Hr.  Baii^  and  carried  in  tlie  negalire,  without 

Hr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  raored'the  following  ainend- 
mcnt: 

"  Fo»  wturrei  and  their  appendagre*  at  the  naVy  yard 
at  PenMCola,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouaand  doIJara. 

"Forpowdei  magazine,  aeventeen  thouaand  dollara. 

"For  wall  or  encloaure  of  brick,  three  vardi  high, 
and  a  half  yard  thick,  twenty -four  thouaand  aollara." 

Hr.  W.  aaid:  In  riaing,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  aupport  the 
•nendntent  juU  read,  no  one  can  be  more  aeniible  than 
myaelf  of  Ibeembarraaament  I  labor  undir  in  preaenting 
»  propoaitlon  to  aroend  a  regular  appropriation  bill,  wiih 
Mwprariaiant  never  reported  upon  by  tbe  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Heana,  and  reported  against  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  AfTaira. 

With  iheae  fearful  odda  againat  me,  and  with  the  iirong 
diapoaition  not  to  violate  uaage*  which  hare  been  found 
uaeful  in  practice,  I  yet  have  a  confidence  in  the  aucceaa 
of  tbe  amendment  I  offer,  founded  upon  the  juatice  of 
tbe  propoaitlon,  addressed,  aa  it  ia,  under  diaeouniging 
clrcamttaneei,  to  Ihe  intelligence  and  patriotiam  of  the 

I  know  Ibat  a  propoiition  to  amend  a  regular  appropria- 
tion bill,  for  carrying  on  any  one  of  the  great  branchea 
«f  the  public  service.  It  receired  with  a  very  bad  grace 
ftma  alt  ndea  of  thli  hilli  and  there  muat  be  powerful 
conaldcrationa  recommending  it,  to  juatify  a  departure 
from  practicea  long  and  justly  establiuied. 

The  reaaon  why  these  billa  are  not  encumbered  with 
additions  and  amendments  la,  that  they  are  intended  to 
carry  on  public  object!  already  aaneUoned  by  law,  Ihe 
policy  of  which  has  been  decided  In  our  previous  legia- 
Utinn.  II  is  upon  this  ground  that  a  bill  to  establuh 
new.forta,  or  to  improve  new  harbors,  ia  never  incor- 
porated In  one  for  the  completion  of  Ihoae  which  have 
been  before  commenced,  the  nccesiity  and  policy  of 
which  hive  been  sanctioned  bylaw.  There  ia  wild  om 
aa  well  a*  Convenience  In  Ihls  rule,  superadded  to  which 
U  the  obligation  of  precedent. 

There  ia  itill  another  embarraaament,  the  force  of 
which  I  feel,  perhapa,  more  strongly  than  the  one  to 
which  I  have  jiiai  adveriedt  and  that  is,  the  general  dis. 
truat  that  ia  always  fell  in  this  House  uf  every  propoai- 
Uan  presented  to  it,  without  a  pravious  esamination  uf, 
«c  with  an  advene  report  rrom,  a  staniUng  eommitlee. 


The  deaire  univeraally  felt  to  promote  tbe  IntereaU  of 
tbe  particular  diatrict  represented  by  each  member,  and 
the  partiality  with  which  etery  object  of  Improvement 
is  viewed  by  himself  and  perhaps  no  one  else,  adnson- 
isbea  me  that  a  clear  and  atrong  neoeiaity  tbonld  be 
riiown  for  what  is  propcaed.  - 1  do  not  cinra  aa  exeia|>> 
tion  from  that  feeling  of  partiality  for  the  interasta  of 
the  country  I  reprcwnl,  wnich  may,  and  perfaapado*^ 
incline  me  to  look  with  a  too  favorable  prepoweMkm  npoB 
every  object  of  it*  improvement.  No  man  oa  thit  floor 
baa  greater  reason  to  feel  that  partialily  to  genevoo^ 
confiding,  and  indulgent  constituents.  They  dcaerve 
ever^  thing  at  my  hands  which  either  the  feelingaof 
gratitude  or  tbe  obligations  of  duty  can  cbum  from  a 
repreaentative.     Even  if  ther "■■ '•' — 


lead  me  always  to  propose  whatever  may  toid  to  tbe 
individual  happinesa  and  general  prosperity  of  Florida. 

I  proceed  to  the  amendment.  This  ia  not  •  new  ob- 
ject, the  policy  of  which  Is  doubted,  and  which)  oa 
account  of  its  noielty,  ought  to  be  included  in  a  nev 
bill.  The  question  whether  there  was  to  be  a  navyywd 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  waa  decided  twelve  years  ago  by 
Congreaa.  In  a  memorial  of  the  firat  Legialative  Coun- 
cil of  Florida,  addreaaed  to  Ihe  President  of  tbe  United 
3titea  in  1£33,  this  (ubject  was  brought  before  him  in  ft 
manner  which  induced  him  to  send  it  to  Congress  in  a 
special  meaaage)  and,  at  (he  aesrion  of  1833-'S4,  Con- 
gress passed  a  law  to  eatabliah  a  navy  yard  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  at  a  point  to  be  aelected  by  the  Prendent, 
upon  the  report  of  naral  offieen.  A  survey  was  directed; 
and  the  officers  detwicd  by  that  accompliahed.  statesman 
and  scholar  then  at  Ihe  head  of  the  Navy  Department 
were  Commodorea  Bainbridge,  Warrington,  and  Biddlet 
name*  which  belong  to  hiatoryi  compared  with  wfaich, 
some  of  Ibe  preaent  dry-rots  of  the  navy  are  utterly  in- 
ugnlficant. 

Theae  officers  selected  Peniacola  for  thi*  naval  stalioot 


should  be  a  yaid  of  repairs 
and  construction,  and  a  marine  railway  was  provided  for 
in  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy. 
This  waa  intended  to  be  followed  by  a  dry  doch(  bat, 
from  the  4ih  of  March,  1839,  up  to  tbe  period  when 
Admiral  Hackau  was  reported  to  be  moving  towarde 
Peniacola,  nothing  has  been  done.  It  eliita  only  in 
name.  Eleven  years  after  Ihe  eatablishment  of  a  navy 
yard,  they  cannot  repair  the  long-boal  of  a  man-of-war. 
Secretariea  have  apjieared  and  disappeared,  in  this 
changing  administration,  and  no  one  has  remained  long 
enough  to  prepare  or  execute  a  plan.  We  have  been 
put  off,  from  year  to  year,  by  promisee  that  they  were 
juat  on  the  eve  of  a  great  plan.  The  President  laya  it  ia 
the  fault  of  Congren,  and  Congreas  ssys  it  ii  the  neglect 
of  the  Executive.  Tiie  gouly  old  commodores  cannot 
visit  the  yard,  and,  with  Ihe  imbeciriiy  of  old  age,  will 
not  trust  the  younger  and  more  enterprising  officer*. 
To  whatever  eiuse  it  may  be  ascribed,  there  is  a  result 
highly  injurioua  to  thai  country,  and  to  Ihe  whole  region 
borderinr  on  Ibe  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  bill,  as  reported,  grant*  silty-fiMr  tliousand  dol- 
lar* for  this  navy  ytrd.  I  propose  to  add  to  this,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand,  for  ihe  objects  men- 
tioned in  the  amendment.  Two  of  them  explain  them- 
•elvei.  for  wharvea  and  their  appendages,  I  muat 
refer  to  (lie  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  Ibe  Navy.  1  Euppose 
these  wharvea  are  to  be  conatructed  of  atune,  and  aa  far 
out  as  twenty-six  fket  water  In  the  bay,  forming  biains, 
and  serving  is  breakwaters.  Of  thia,  however,  I  do  not 
profess  tiiknnw  much,  and  suppose  the  Secretary  know* 
very  little  more:  The  appendaices  may  be  liydtsulio 
contrivances^  shed*,  or  any  other  improvemenlai  U*  it 
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apptan  that  neither  be  nor  the  Navy  Comm'wwiaert 
EMHr  what  tbay  went,  or  wNit  tbe  y»ra  reqoirei.  Wo 
Mrt  a  man  there  now,  at  commandant  of  the  jvrd,  who 
b  one  of  tbo  moat  Koompliahed  ofBcert  in  oar  a«r*ioe, 
who  will  emptoj  IhU  aum,  la  the  captain  of  enyineera 
will  that  for  deepeninr  the  bar,  for  tbe  beat  interetti  of 
the  eountrr.  If  he  m  permitted  to  ezecnte  hi*  own 
plana,  we  niall  have  e  navy  yard  in  tbe  Guir  of  Mexico 
worlbf  (j  thia  gnat  oounl^,  and  nited  to  the  prWection 
at  ten  9tatea,  wboae  cammerce  of  nporta  and  importa 
finda  ita  waj  tbroorh  theae  water*.  For  myaelf,  in  the 
abaenee  of  that  "  detailed  InfornMtion"  (poken  of  by  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  NaTy,  and  aided  by  an  inlelliKent 
ftSend,  I  have  made  up  auch  an  eatimate  ta  erery  officer 
n  will  fee  is  requited  Id  put  thii'navy  vird 
...        ..._.  „^,|„ 


>pon  the  ie 


gthM  ita.  geographical  poailioa  ■ 


Theae  amendmentt  I  will  read,  but  owmot  offer  to  tfaie 
bUI,  becanae  of  tbe  rate  befiire  referred  to.  1  would 
hare,  then,  the  following: 

"  For  hnprorcmentt  at  Pen«cola  nary  yard,  by  which 
■M  yard  abUI  be  plioed  on  ■  footing  with  Ihe  nwtb  At- 
lantic nary  yarda — 

"  Amount  propoaed  by  Board  of  Mary  CotnmiaitDnen 
for*  navyyaiil  at  Penacola,  aizty-four  thouaand  dollar*. 

"  For  two  atorahouaea,  forty  thouaand  dollara. 

**For  wall  of  encloeure  m  brick,  twelve  hundred 


yarda  Ion;,  Ibree  yarda  high,  half  yard  thick,  two  tboa- 
and  four  hundred  cubic  ya  '  '  "  -     • 

twenty-  four  thouaand  dolls 


yarda,  at  leu  dollara  per  yard, 


"  For  one  ordnance  ahed,  Rre  thooMnd  dollar*. 

"  For  one  aoimunilion  atorr,  twenty  thousand  dotlart. 

"For  one  matt  houM,  MX  thouaind  dollar*. 

"For  one  limber  shed,  four  tliouiand  dollar*. 

"  For  one  timber  dock,  on  Grand  Lagoon,  in  the  rear 
of  the  yard,  lis  thnuauid  dollati. 

"  For  one  sail  and  rigging  More,  fourteen  thouMnd 
dollara. 

"For  one  additional  amilhery,  tea  thouaand  dollars. 

"  For  wharrea  and  appendages,  one  hundred  and  6fty 
tbensand  dollari. 

"  For  fixtures  for  building  and  launching  of  veaMl*, 
twenty  tbouaand  dollara. 

"  Far  three  abip  houaea,  ninety  tbouaand  dollar*. 

"  For  barracka  for  the  ordinary  of  the  yard,  for  petty 
•Beers,  Ice,  fifteen  thouaand  dollar*. 

"  For  enlarging  (he  boapital  to  double  the  preaent 
laie,  aeventy-five  thoutand  dullart. 

"  For  house  for  ainatant  aurgeona,  fineen  thousand 
doUar*. 

"  For  enclosing  boipitat  with  brick  wall,  Rfteen  Ihou- 
fanddolbra. 

"For  two  cittern*  or  reserrcnrs,  to  be  placed  near  the 
wbarre*,  fur  supplying  ibipa  with  water,  together  with 
leadinf  pipea,  eonduetorst  hose,  &c-,  forty  thouaand  dol- 
lar*. 

"  For  marine  barracka  within  the  yard,  one  hundred 
thousand  dolUra. 

"For  boat  haiiae.  Etc.,  fire  thonaand  dollar*.  , 

"For  collecting  tbe  nece*>ary  timber  and  miteriala 
for  tbe  conatruction  of  three  frigate*^  three  iloopn,  three 
brigs  or  tcbooners,  and  two  iteam  halteries,  two  hun- 
dred and  fiFiy  tbounnd  dollar*. 

"  For  sundry  contingent  fixtures  for  building,  repair- 
ing, outfitting,  refilling,  and  laying  up  Tcsscla  of  war, 
not  enumerated  above,  but  which  may  be  requisite  for 
that  object,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

"For  general  improrememtnt  of  the  yard,  fourteen 
tiMfoaand  dollara." 

There  ia  not  in  this  list  an  Item  too  much.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  Ihi*  navy  yard  is  siiuited  about  midway 
between  the  Sabine,  our  northwestern,  and  Cape  Florida, 
tbe  tontheaetem  border  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  within 


ippi,  which  pour 
of  a  region  f 
thousand  milea  in  extent,  of  unparalleled  fertility,  ii_ . 
"  rising  into  destinie*  beyond  Ihe  reach  of  mortal  eyei" 
ntuated,  too,  within  four  hour*'  aiil  of  the  outlet  of  a 
State  shipping  now  two  hundred  thousand  bilet  of  cot- 
ton, and  on  a  bay  destined  itself  to  become  one  of  the 
artificial  mouths  of  the  Hi**i**ippi,  and  to  comnand  ■ 
large  portion  of  the  trade  of  (he  State  oTAUama.  No 
one  ha*  ever  seen  tbii  beautiful  and  delitchtful  bay  with- 
out admintiont  no  minitry  or  naval  officer  of  science 
baa  ever  viailed  it  without  arcing,  at  a  xlance,  ita  im- 
mense advantage*  as  a  great  militaiy  and  naval  arsenal 
and  depot.     The  bay  iuelfit  not  inferior  to  that  of  Oe- 

ite  quite  equal  to  ef  :._. 

what 

haa  been  aaid  of  thia  town  and  harbor,  which  ii'deatined 
to  be  to  the  Hiaaisnppi  what  Alexandria  waa  to  the  Nile- 
Aa  early  aa  the  year  1763,  the  bay  of  Pensacola  waa 
thus  spoken  of  by  a  diatinguislMd  £ngliih  traveller: 

'*  The  road  of^Pcnmcola  ia  one  of  the  best  in  all  tbe 
Oulf  of  Mexico,  in  which  veiaelt  can  lie  in  safety  againat 
eveiy  kind  of  wind.  The  holtom,  which  issandy,  mixed 
in  many  places  with  oose,  is  exoellenl  for  anchoragei  (be 
•ra  i*  never  )|p(a(ed  here,  because  tbe  land  aurrounidt  it 
on  every  side.  It  it  capable  of  containing  a  great  num- 
her  of  ahips,  aa  may  be  judged  from  its  extent,  and  by 
the  soundings  which  the  figures  in  the  plan  exhibit  in 
feet — a  meaaure  more  exact  ihao  ifmeaaored  by  fathoms." 
As  early  aa  the  year  1771,  thai  aagacioua  atateaman, 
the  Earl  ta  Ilill^orou^h,  suggested  to  (he  British  min- 
istry the  necesnty  of  forming  an  inlind  commnnicalion, 
by  the  Iberrille  tnd  lake*  Haurepaa  and  Pontchartrwn, 
to  Pensacola  bay.  It  was  then  foreseen  that  the  pa*K*- 
sionof  this  pott  was  to  command  the  Oulf  of  Mexico,  and 
to  protect  the  cctnnierce  of  tbe  Mittiasippii  snd  if  Great 
Britain  had  continued  in  poaaesnon  of  West  Florida, 
which  was  severed  from  her  by  Spain  in  1781,  the  bay 
of  Penaacoia  wuuld  have  been,  what  it  ought  now  to  be, 
the  outlet  of  one  half  of  the  commerce  of  (hat  great  river. 
The  Governor  of  Weit  Florida,  in  a  letler  to  the  Earl 
of  Hlllaborough,  in  the  year  17T1,  aaya: 

"IfGreatBritainahmildaiany  time  declare  war  against 
Spain,  the  communication  with  the  Misaiatippi,  by  Ihe 
BaliEe,  would  be  impracticable  while  (hev  kept  potses- 
tion  of  New  Orleans.  But  1  am  informed  that  Ihe  com- 
munication with  the  Hitrisaippi,  by  Ihe  lakea  Maurepaa 
and  Pontchartrtin,  into  the  river  Iberville,  ii  very  prac- 
ticable for  small  vetsels  carrying  about  two  hundred  bar- 
rel* of  prorinona,  provided  the  Iberville  waa  cleared  of 
\ogt  that  now  stop  the  paitagej  and  it  it  said  that  a  ctnil 
may  be  cut  to  let  tbe  waters  of  the  Hiisiatippi  Into  the 
Iberville,  from  a  point  above  Fort  Bute,  on  which  the 
H'taiiwppi  strikes  with  great  violence.  The  communi- 
cation may  be  either  through  the  Hrawtsippi  or  the  river 
Iberville)  which  litl,  and  to  through  the  lakes,  may  be 
made  easy,  st  no  great  expenae,  for  small  vessels  draw- 
ing five  or  aix  feet  water,  and  for  lueh  would  be  prefer- 
able to  tbe  communica-ion  by  the  Balixe.  Iflhe  estab- 
jishntent  of  this  town  is  approved  of,  it  will  be  necelaary 
to  give  the  inhabiianta  tome  protection)  and,  in  the  plan, 
four  redoubtt  and  brick  block-houtes  are  proposed, 
which  should  be  supported  by  troops.  Mr.  Durnford's' 
observiiion*  on  the  river  Iberville  are,  '  that  the  log* 
which  were  forftierly  cut  have  sunk.* " 
Again,  the  Qovernor  proceedai 

"  Were  the  ion  removed,  the  body  of  water  iatuinr 
into  the  cbanntT  from  Ihe  Miuitaippi  might  annually 
deepen  it,  and  more  especially  if  (he  propoaed  cut  ahould 
he  made)  as  the  Mitiiasippi  water  would  then  enter  into 
tbia  river  with  a  far  greater  violence,  tnd  more  Ihtn 
twice  Ihe  quantity  of  water  which  now  doth  by  the  prea- 
ent channel,  and  i*  only  eddy  water,  therefore  cannot 


V>^TOOglC 


3f9ft 


GALES  at.  BEATOPTB  REGISTER 


JfimaiStniei  £01. 


■nMe  r^  ^  Ae  ■iiti«aM  sf  Iba  IberrHto.  Wben  tb* 
Wuiulppi  M  b>|b,  tha  wrrcnt  i*  rwy  ttroag,  Mtd  will 
be  gfeU*t  if  (lie  ohmI  m  nude.  •  •  • 

■'I  im  «oaU«nt  (bat  tha  rreit  objeotkHi  wbieh  hu 
bcca  n'tMd  to  tba  •etlliac  of  Um  MiMMnppt'M,  (bat  a 
ooMnMoicalioit  thnmcb  (be  likca  cannot,  at  M  tinwa,  be 
kept  open  bctvean  tMt  plaee  and  that  part  «f  tbe  cwii^ 
Vf,  except  itrong  poata  are  erected  upon  the  laka«i  aad 
-'  -"-It  plaeett  to  kee)»  the  •DaMminie«(ion  open,  or  a 
laratre  inland  navigadon  can  be  diicercr^i  a»  Hta 
luita  on  tbat  river,  and  their  prapertieiH  would,  hi 
«ia  of  a  *ar  «i(li  Spain.  Tall  a*  )aerifi«e«  to  tbe  Span- 
iard«i  but,  •bouM  a  rupture  wilh  Spain  emue,  it  i*  poa- 
aible  that  th*  aavigalkin  and  conmanicatien  with  tho 
HiMiaMppi,  tbroagh  Iha  lakei,  mi^t,  for  a  abort  time, 
Im  intemipted,  unleM  tbe;  were  ealaMished  in  proper 
plaoe*  lo  keep  (be  concaunioation  open." 

To  (bia  oonmwnieallon  of  the  Governor  of  tbe  piov- 
ince,  the  Earl  of  HiHaboreugh  thui  replied: 

"  Whitbbali.,  Deeaabar  4,  1771. 

<<  Sir:  I  have  received  your  deapatchei  Noa.  30,  31, 
33,  33,  34,  and  bave  hid  them  before  tha  King,  and  I 
am  happy  to  find  mj  endeaiori  to  Meond  your  aai  to 
pramolc  tbe  welfare  of  the  colony,  in  thoae  meawrea 
wblib  ippetr  to  me  to  bave  been  well-oaiculated  for  tbat 
purpois,  have  beenao  wall  iveeived.  Iihinktbe  Mtlle- 
ment  of  thoic  partaof  tbebanka  of  tbe  Minimi pni  which 
•n  within  your  government,  and  tbe  opening  (if  pmcti- 
cable  at  an  eaiy  ezpenae]  acommunicationof  [hat  rivar 
with  Iberville,  are  important  conaiderationa. " 

In  the  memorial  of  tbe  LfCgiilative  Coaneil  of  Florida, 
inlBSS,  the  foHowingvlewi  were  preaenlvdlo  the Pret- 
ident  of  tha  United  State*: 

"  A  MtbRil  topography  ofPenaacohand  (headjaeent 
counttr  *■"  demonatrate  tbat  it  may  be  very  efRciently 
protected  fiXKn  tbe  inroadi  of  tbe  enemy  b^/  land.  In 
^he  rear  of  the  town,  at  the  diataneeofabout  halfaraile, 
the  bigUanda  are  preaented,  upon  which  military  worki 
ntay  b«  conttructcd  to  advantage,  ao  ai  completely  to 
command  the  whole  ipace  intervening  between  them  and 
the  btyi  a  lingle  rortiikation,  strongly  and  Judiciously 
built,  would  NiccesBfully  bear  upon  the  entrance  into  the 
town  in  every  direction.  There  ia,  probably,  no  other 
■taiion  on  the  Southern  coiat  which  could  be  defended 
by  land  with  lo  unall  ■  number  of  troops,  or  at  leM  ez- 

"  independently  of  the  facility  vllb  which  Peuaoola 
nay  be  defended,  if  reliance  it  excluiively  repoaed  on 
repdar  troop*,  there  are  other  prominent  coniideration* 
wbieh  povcrfully  recommend  it  to  the  atlenliunof  the 
Oeneral  Government.  Tbit  reaiilti  frum  iU  immediata 
oonnexioD  with  New  Orleani,  and  ita  contiguity  wllh 
Moat  of  the  Statei  on  tb«  Miirimippi  river.  In  oaei  of 
emergency  and  invarion,  ihouU  it  become  necemary  to 
oall  tba  aid  of  the  militia  for  the  protection  of  Ihii  plaoe, 
they  can  be  readily  obtained  from  Louiaiana,  UwriMippi, 
Kentucky.  Tennexee,  and  Alabama:  owing  to  an  advan- 
tage from  a  water  communication,  they  may  be  conveyed 
to  PenMCoU  in  a  abort  lime,  and,  comparatively,. with 
~  amall  expenae  to  the  Oeneral  Qovernnent." 

In  tbe  year  1B26,  the  board  ofengineen  of  the  United 
Stalea,  at  tbe  bead  of  wbiob  wa«  General  Bernard,  made 
a  report,  in  which,  after  aome  preliininary  obaervationai 

"  Tbua,  lituated  aa  Penaaoola  bay  i«  with  reipect 
to  Ifao  oountry  on  either  lumd,  and  tbe  immenae  region* 
behind,  its  rare  propertiea  »«  a  harbor  become  of  inap- 
preciable value.  Soma  of  theae  properlie*  we  will 
enumerate:  lat.  It  ia  acceaaibte  at  low  water  to  tbe 
largest  oIbm  of  aloopa  of  war  and  amall  frigateti  and,  m 
tbe  bar  ia  narrow,  may  perhapi  be  made  to  admit  (till 


3&  It  iaper- 
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abMnet  ever  it  ia  alraight  an^e*. ., 

Eeotly  laad-Iocked,  and  beta  ver]  a  _ 

4(h.  Itba*  eaceUent  poaiUoM  lor  repairing,  btMldiotb 

aad  iauncbini^  vea*ela,aDd  for  dock*  and  dockyard^  m 

bcakhy  vtuationa.     5th.  It  hta  abundance  af food  wate* 

for  (be  Kipplr  of  veaael*.     And,  6tb.  It  ia  perfcetlj  it- 

fMwibte. 

"  A*  tbeieandother  properties iBescy«Betionwilbi(« 
aituation  a*  reapcct*  the  eeaat  and  tbe  interior,  have  in- 
doeod  the  Government  to  bi  upon  it  aa  a  naval  atatioat 
and  a  plaoe  of  rendezmmi  a>d  repairft  we  Aall,  br  Ike 
future,  consider  it  in  tbat  diaraoter,  both  in  ita  relatiani 
to  tbe  CMBOieKe  of  tbe  Ou)^  and  it*  own  proper  de- 
Commodore  Rodgers,  in  a  letter,  m  1838,  layai  •'  Tbal 
nothing  ha*  occurred  to  iitduoe  tbem  (tbe  KaVy  Piimiaia 
aonar^  to  believe  that  any  other  can  be  found  on  the 
Gulf  oftfexica,  for  a  naval  eatabli^meat,  aombjoiitg  tbe 
aame  advantages  a*  Pen*aco)k." 

That  eicellent  officer,  Comnedore  Kidgely,  wbocom- 
mandcd  tbat  aUiion  »  tbe  yeara  1836,  ISW,  laas,  and 
1839,  speak*  of  it  a*  follows: 

"  The  inealoulable  adirantagM  that  woold  BGCme  to 
*•  enemy,  capable  of  taking  and  hoMing  PeMacola,  awl 
miking  it  a  rendezvona  tor  a  bloekaduig  equadrea, 
statioDod  off  the  mouths  of  the  Miasimlppi,  will  prove 
tbe  neo«a*liyof  immediate  fortiftcationa." 

Agum  in  speaking  of  tbe  health  of  the  *tatiom  tbia 
commodore  *By*: 

"  Tbe  iriabrity  of  Peaaacola  i*  a*  good  *•  a«y  portion 
of  tbe  rlobe  I  have  been  toi  and  when,  tn>»  hnal  oatiMi, 
the  yellow  fever  showed  itself,  and  committed  some 
ravage*  in  1S36,  not  a  angle  c**e  of  tbat  diMaae,  or  tnjr 
other,  (tbe  elfeet  of  climate,)' was  prodneed  on  board 
the  ahlp*  ofthe  squadron." 

I  make  two  fiirtber  axiraela  from  official  reporla  and 
letters  of  officera  of  the  navy.     Lieutenant  Ocditey  a^*: 

"Thebay  ofPcnaacota,  »b  abarbor  Ibrmcnof  war, 
ii  not  Burpa«ed  by  any  In  our  country,  (not  even  Narra- 
gansetbayi)  it  i*  completely  land-locked,  aad,  ofooma^ 
abeltercd  from  all  aund*.  That  Pennccia  yard  ia  a*  well 
adipted  for  a  building  yard  a*  *ny  on  our  coait,  there 
can  be  but  little  doubt,  from  it*  pr^lcnily  to  large  quan- 
tities of  live  oak  and  ether  ship  timber.  I  ipeak  ftvm 
actual  observstion.  In  the  jtmr  1&31 1  made  a  report 
to  the  boaorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  giving  him 
an  exact  statement  of  the  quantity  of  live  oak  L  had  ex- 
amined west  of  tbe  Wmisaippi,  I  allowed  thirty  cubic 
feet  to  tbe  tree,  and  I  reported  Mifficienl  to  build  eigbly 
Aipaof  the  Une." 

I  niuat  be  psrdoned  for  reading  a  larger  extract  fhnn 
Slidell,  a  man  who  is  destined  Xo  adorn  tbe  literature  of 
hi*  country  *a  well  as  ita  naval  aervice: 

"  As  it  respects  niaoeptibililr  of  defence,  which  is  of 
cource  a  rery  important  consideration,  there  is  no  har- 
bor in  oar  country  superior  to  Penaaoola.  It  consist*  of  a 
deep  bay,  reach^  through  a  very  n*rrow  entrance  of  a 
few  hundred  yardst  wbilsl  tbe  main  land  of  Florida  liSB 
to  (he  we*t,  (he  island  of  Bania  Boaa  (brma  tbe  caatern 
bsTtier.  Upon  tbe  point  of  this  island,  and  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  aea,  stands  the  caaile  which  i«  to  uefsml 
it*  entrance,  and  which  is  amply  competent  to  repel  any 
invading  force.  It  fortunately  happens  tbat  this  castle 
is  the  hndmsrk  lor  wbi^  vessel*  bare  to  steer  in  order 
to  procure  the  best  water  in  croming  the  bar.  In  ihia 
aitustion,  while  tbeir  own  bsAteries  are  masked,  they  are 
of  oourae  exposed  to  a  raking  and  fatal  fire  from  tbe 
castle.  Should  a  ship  succMd  In  susjlaining  this  fire 
hMg  enough  to  reach  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  port, 
afae  will  then  be  exposed  to  a  more  deadly  cannonade,  aa 
die  willbavo  to  pass  immediately  under  the  gons  ofthe 
caattr.     Even  without  tbe  additional  fort,  wfaicb  it  is  in 
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G«il«N>|dBliaa  to  creet  oppoMte  tb«  point  of  SmU  Bom. 
the  enpneen  eanged  upM  lh«  worki  MHiiider  thtm 
a)Nsdr  iaipMwbb,  aad  (be  deftnwtioo  of  an  enen>v>* 
Beet  whkA  ibiMld  aUev^it  ta  force  the-bM-bar  incTitebh- 
"  Jutt  whbia  Ibe  cBlrtnce  of  the  barbor,  anfl  oodtcm- 
ent  to  the  Ma,  atanda  tbenarr  yard,  ia  a  cool  aod  nIu- 
brioo*  ailnationi  itavliite  and  avmnetna  buildinga  raa- 
kini:  a  beawtifol  BppeaMM«ap>Mt  tbe  badcpMiDd  of 
trcea.  la  paMiog  tlu*  noiM,  Pwwaeali  bty  opena  wad- 
denly  HiMHi  yon,  expanding -into  one  of  tb*  iMat  eapaci- 
aua and  beaWiiul  bawl*  ia  Um  woild.  Aihcatof  brl^ 
green  water  ia  teen  MMIebiBK  ht  inlandi  ikirted,  m* 
.  tne  lower  watcn  of  tbe  Hndian,  by  nany  a  prcjeotia^ 
CBpt,  played  vpoQ  by  Ibc  aunbeama,  and  rippled  and  ani- 
natad  by  the  irafa  trade  bncts  of  the  tropica,  while  tta 
horixonoffl  every  ndeiaboandtdbjr  tbedeai  vardiire  of 
tbe  noble  od*  and  other  fomat  trae%  ffamng  and  oom- 
plflting  the  pj«Ure.  Whit*  Ihia  bay  ia  accewUa  even 
for  la^  abipe  Kar  Bany  milea  Into  tbe  Interior,  it  U  fad 
by  aevetvl  navinhle  atreana,  which  already  aeod  lup- 
pliet  of  erctj  knid  from  an  abundaat  back  couUry,  and 
whielv  aa  tateraal  developnwntgoea  ee,  wUl  aerre  to  pour 
ftarth  a  banfy  poputatioB  lot  the  defence  of  the  coaat. 

"  PoMacola  petaenea  the  IneaiunaUe  adrantajcea  of 
jtcrttpt  Mlubritr  at  allacaaMUof  the  year,  and  excmp- 
tion  from  all  Malign»Bt  diaaaiet  of  doamtic  origjo.  The 
market  it  at  all  timca  wcU  and  ptenUrully  auppliedt  and 
abipa  nuy  already  procure  there,  at  at  cbeap  ratta  at 
-any  part  of  tbe  coontty,  meal,  poultry,  Imd  and  water 
(Mtoltei,  the  finett  fiab.  vegeUblc^  and  rniita— every 
thing,  in  bet,  that  ean  promote  the  refrethment  of  a  fleet. 
The  bay  and  coatt  abound  with  (be  Sneat  fish,  and  aboat 
Mtd  aeine  isay  in  a  few  boura  prooure  a  auficient  neal 
Jbr  a  .wiicrie  ^ip'i  company.  Water  ia  procured  with 
aate,aDd  of  tbebieitkind,  in  a  river  which  diaeroboguei 
bewic  iha  town.  It  it  upon  tbe  banki  of  the  nu&e 
atreaai^  where  a  tropical  aun,  qutcfceBini'  vegetation,  baa 
.fnmidwd  abade  againttilt  own  ardor,  that  tbe  naval 
.baapUal  atandai  a  del^i&d  Teaidence,  akuatad  upon  a 
'  gentle  enintace,  ud  fiknned  by  invigorating  breczei 
MOM  tbe  aea.  There  the  tick  and  thip^'orn  tailor  nay 
-'  "-iaatrength,  and,  naning  about  the  wood^  ~ 


Sir,  1  never  have  appealed  to  partiaa,  poliiioal  er  g«a- 
graphical,  in  thia  Houae.  aad  I  naver  intend  to  do  to.  I 
will,  however,  uk  Iboae  gcalletaen  who  babjtutlly  tn^ 
port  tbii  adminiatratiatv  how,  ••  tbe  face  of  Ibit  reoon- 
mendation  fraa  Ihe  head  of  a  Oeparta*nl,(bey  can  rcfuae 
my  amendment,  wbetber  it  findiftvoriaUM  Naval  Coni> 
«iUee  or  netF 

I  *At  too,  Uioaa  gentlemen  repraaenling  (he  vrilty  of 
the  HiMianppi,  the  greit  Stataa  of  Ohio,  Kentocl^,  and 


1  will  lead  one  extract  froa  a  latter  from 
'  Uorrii,  dated  30U)  January,  lS36i 

"  Having  alwiyt  considered  Peiuacola  ai  dettined  to 
.beoneoFourmoat  important  naval  ttationt,  I  aluillcbeer- 
fully  promate  the  improvemenlt  in  the  navy  yard  at  that 
place,  to  raratmty  be  continent  with  my  litBcial  dutica." 
In  additioi)  to  Ibit,  let  ua  lee  what  Ihe  Secretary  of 
(lie  Navy  haa  reported,  ae  Ula  aa  the  lliih  of  February, 
after  Ibe  lint  iApretatoi  created  by  the  intended  visit  of 
Admiral  Maokau: 

"  in  addition  to  which,  there  are  the  folhiwing 
malea  for  PenaicoU: 

For  wharvet  and  appendage^  •    ^150,000 

HydrauliedBek.       ....      135,000 


f375,000 

Making  the  whole  of  tbe  ealimalei  for  PeoMWolt,  for 
the  year  183«,  «35S,000. 

"  If  to  thia  we  add  $Hfi,9eO,  deemed  neecMry,  at 
befbrs  ifated,  tor  deepening  tbe  bar,  it  will  amount,  in 
the  whole,  to  «50S,C90. 

"It  11  believed  that,  for  tbit  urn,  the  harbor  of  Pen- 
tacola  may  be  rendered  a  nfe  and  commodioui  itaiion 
fer  tbe  purpoaea  of  our  navy,  and  a  convenient  place 
tor  huifaling  and  repairing  our  vetaelt  of  war." 

la  there  a  member  oh  thia  floor  who  will  beaitate  to 
vote  half  a  ailUon  of  dollara  to  make  thii  a  "  commodi. 
out  tiation  for  building  and  repmriog  vetMit  of  wart" 


atop  abort  at  one  equally  ianportant  vitb  all  thwaF  1  a* 
aure  1  need  only  appeal  t«  the  patriotian  and  juatiee  wf 
ihoae  who  repreieal  Ihe  Statea  where  thetc  yarda  anc 


aad  ■aiiufiMured  in 

tba  Nanbera  BUIce. 

The  Beeretary  of  tbe  Kavr  who  laeU  thai  atatiun  (ra« 

1834  to  1839,  wttb  ao  much  luafuhieaa  to  (ha  aarvice 

~  honor  to  hinuelf  and  hia  owutry,  propoaed,  at  eariy 
tt  tbe  year  1837,  to  make  Ibit  naval  autinn  a  yavd  of  eon* 
atnintien  and  rcpairaj  and,  that  no  delay  nugbt  be  experi> 
enced  in  makiog  it  answer  the  great  oUecta  of  iH  etlab- 
liibmenl.  he  propoaed  a  marine  iwilwayfor  tmall  frigjatea 
and  aloopa,  until  a  dry  dock  eauld  he  eonitiuetcdf  and  if 
he  bad  aot  left  that  atalion,  we  tbould  nwr  have  teen  at 
PcmacoU  a  navy  yard  auitad  bi  the  ju«  txpeclationi  of 
a  country,  aa  be  hat  fOTciblj  exprciaad  (>  in  aneoligbten- 
ed  report,  extending  from  the  "  Boehy  Hounlaina  to  (he 
mouth  of  the  HiaaiaHppi,  and  from  the  AllcghMiea  to 
the  Gulf  of  Florida."  Thai  act  of  1837,  thoufh  revi- 
ved in  1833,  hat  never  been  executed  i  and,  with  all  the 
raertioni  I  have  been  making  for  aeven  ycan^  tha  athta. 
titin  of  the  Qovcrnnteot  wai  only  attraeted  to  thia  aiib- 
jc«t  by  tbe  prsapectt  of  a  FrcMh  war. 

£vcry  gentleman  muat  tne  that  nvaiy  reapaotabic  aawal 
Power  in  Europe  baa  poateanona  in  Ihe  Weat  Indiet,  and 
that,  in  the  cvaat  of  war,  ita  tbeatrv  will  be  the  Gulf  ef 
Mexico,  and  iu  object  the  corameree  ef  the  Hitaiieippt. 
No  teniible  man  can  cloae  hia  eyea  la  thia  fact,  and  m» 
patriot  ean  ditregard  it.    I  am  glad  1o  ae*  that  tbe  Weat- 


lamglad 
n  miunlry  nowbcgint  ta  kwki  w 


inteltigcDce  which  cSaraelcriaea  ita  popnlaiionrto  the  m- 
lahlithmant  of  a  great  military  and  naval  aracMl  and 
itpat  tor  tbe  protection  af  their  inereaii^  nonwere*. 
"  Coming  cv«nlt  oatt  Iheir  thadowi  Iwforc  tbemi"  and 
theday  iaiMtdiatantwhenPentacolamuatbe  totba  IfMt 
and  Souih  what  New  York  it  to  the  Beat  and  North,  tai 
lb*  preaent  Mate  of  the  imbittered  feeling  in  Mexioo  to- 
wards tliiacoufltry,  if  that  grcateit  of  national  calaBtitice, 
a  war  with  Prance,  had  been  brought  upon  ut,  what 
would  have  heca  our  coitdltion,  with  F.nnce  in  pomet 
tion  of  Vera  Cm  and  the  catile  of  Ban  Juan  de  Ulloa' 
If,  too,  added  to  lhil^  that  powerhil  nation,  availing  ttanlf 
of  the  alliance  with  her  Catliolio  Uajetty'a  Governmentt 
'had  tought  an  ttylum  at  Havana,  or  had  uaed  another 
eaatle  whieh  hat  beeo  camparcd  with  GibralUuv  who 
doea  not  acc  that  our  whole  trade  wouU  have  been  et 
Cectoally  loeked  up  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.' 

Whether  the  bar  can  be  deepened  or  not,  we  moat 
make  it  a  yard  of  eoaatnielion  and  repaiik  Tbe  pttUic 
lerviee  requirea  1^  ai»d  the  interett  of  the  nation,  pv«. 
teeied  and  promoted  by  Coagratt,wm  fittoc  (bote  whoae 
duty  it  it  to  prepare  ettiatatei  and  proiect  plant. 

Adry  dockiaaa  neoeatary  far  tMopaof  war  andfrig- 
atea  aa  for  ihipa  of  the  hne.  InoWed  plaoea,  railwaya, 
and  hydraulic  doofct^  are  mere  temporary  convcnicncea. 
The  Senate  have  patted  a  hill  for  a  dry  dock.  Tbit  ia 
attempted  to  he  poatponed  until  tbe  experiment  ia  made 
to  deepen  the  bar.    I  vltb  gentlemen  dittinotly  to  un. 
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derMknd  that  tbe  one  doei  not  depend  on  the  other.  I 
know  the  opinion  liaug^eitedttut  theonemtut  bapoit- 
poned  for  the  other.  No  navkl  gentleni>T),  in  Ibis  coun- 
try, will  humrd  hit  reput«tian  by  uyin^  thtt  a  dry  dock 
b  iiot  better  for  fripitei  andaloopt  of  war  than  hydraulic 
docki  and  marine  railway*. 

1  know  that  it  i*  Tery  difficult  to  ^t  inrormition  from 
the  NaTy  Depftrtment  at  preaent,  and  that  one  might  ai 
well  "  call  apiriti  from  Uie  vaaty  deep."  They  lay,  and 
My  truly,  that  tbey  hare  do  plant  ">d  why  hare  they 


will  it  take  to  make  a  navy  yardf  Sir,  I  hare 
thai,  in  theae  diMant  plaeca,  and  eapecially  thoie  located 
in  dJatrieta  having  no  political  power,  ooleia  aome  auch 
Ipitit  on  t>e  aroiued  ai^  I  truat,  now  ensta  ai  to  th>>  Hla- 
tion,  we  ibould  never  have  a  plan.  If  an  appropriation 
b  not  made,  Congret*  ii  reproached)  If  Congreaa  pro- 
poK  one,  (here  U  no  plan!  and  thi;  money  cannot  be  ex- 
pended! Theae  are  the  pretezta.  iJet  ua  give  the' 
■noneyt  and  if  it  be  not  expended  with  the  feeling:  whicb 
prompted  tbe  graUt,  inalitute  aome  other  more  efficient 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  public  worki. 

I  have  laid  that  Congreu  have  decided  Ibal  there  ahall 
be  a  nary  yard  at  Pcnucola,  whether  the  bar  U  deep- 
ened or  nor.  On  the  aubject  of  deepening  a  bar,  we 
have  wme  crude  •pecutalion*  against  Ibe  opinloni  of 
competent  engineera,  such  aa  Chaae  and  Bernard.  A 
I^man  empeior  cnnitrucled  a  harbor  where  there  was 
not  even  an  Dd:ntatioii  of  the  cowl,  in  the  Uedilerra- 
neui,  ne*r  the  miuths  of  the  Tiber  two  tbouaand  yeara 
ago,  which  atill  exists,  and  ia  uacd  for  men-of-war;  and 
•ball  we  hcaitate  or  doubt  about  deepening  a  bar  a  few 
ftet  of  one  of  thefineat  nature  harbon  in  the  world  P 
It  hai  been  justly  a  matter  of  aatoniahment  to  all  foreign 
oAcen  that  the  bar  and  hatbor  of  Fenaacok ibould  have 
been  M  nMch  neglected.  We  have  teen  that,  if  it  bad 
remained  under  (be  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  it  woilld 
have  been  the  outlet  of  the  lliaaiaaippi.  Tbenme  (hlng 
wa«  experienced  here,  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  in  pro- 
curing an  appropriation  for  the  commencement  of  the 
ftirtifioationt  of  Penaacola.  Tbe  plans  were  not  readyt 
•nolberyear,  the  plans  were  changed;  and,  at  last,  (what 
never  oeourred  before,)  this  House,  by  a  peremptory 
rcadution  moved  by  me,  ordered  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  prepare  the  pkn*  and  eomttrance  tbe  work*. 

Tbe  engineer  department  waa  lorlunate  enough  to 
get  an  officer  of  uncommon  energy  and  lalenti  and  iheae 
works  have  progressed  with  a  judgment  and  vigor  cor- 
reiponding  with  the  policy  which  dictated  such  aatrong 
meature  in  giving  them  an  impetus. 

Ws  have  now,  at  the  navy  yard,  just  auch  a  man,  to 
carry  on  the  worki  In  hi*  particular  department 

Sone  gentlemen  bave  expressed  fean  that  such  large 
mma  cannot  be  judiciously  expended  in  one  year,  and 
that  Uborera  cannot  be  procured;  and,  doubtless,  (he 
Naral  Comnittee  were  under  (fata  impresaion  in  report- 
ing against  (hese  items. 

II  iaus(  be  observed,  in  the  firtt  plsce,  that  a  large  por- 
tiOD  of  malerUla  must  bfl  brought  from  a  distance.  Tbe 
Mone  wilt,  probably,  have  to  be  brought  from  the  fiUla 
of  the  Cbattahoochiei  tbedred|png  machine  from  ^Ihe 
North.  Bo  ^r  as  timber,  brick,  and  laborers,  are  con- 
cerned, any  quantity  can  be  cAtained.  There  is  no  part 
of  this  continent  in  which  a  larger,  cheaper,  or  better 
supply  of  timber  and  brick*  can  be  furnished  (luin  at  Pen- 

Objectiona  have  also  been  made  a*  to  the  expenie*  of 
public  work*  at  this  point.  Theae  are  entirely  ullaiaou*. 
There  is  not  a  navy  yard  in  the  whole  Union  where  the 
average  price  of  labor  iaao  cheap  aaat  Penucols:  there 
is  not  a  forlification  in  Amcrioi  which  has  been  construct- 
ed at  wch  aaiall  coat  (o  the  OoTcrumeot  u  that  of  Tcn- 


aaocla.  Indeed,  I  have  it  from  tbe  beat  authoritj  that 
the  public  worka  there  bave  cost  twenty  per  cent.  tcM 
than  at  any  other  point.  The  reaton  given  ia  obriona. 
The  public  works  to  the  North  are  auspended,  in  conae- 
quence  of  the  rigorous  severity  of  their  winter  dlmstei 
and  those  on  the  Hiniidppi  are  suspended  in  summer, 
on  account  of  tbe  peatileniial  visitationa  of  disease.  At 
Penaacola,  owing  to  the  mildneas  of  the  winter,  and  tbe 
aalubrity  of  it*  avimroer  climate,  the  public  worki  are 
continued  throughout  the  year.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  in  the  two  British  regiments  stationed  at  that  place, 
during  the  twenty  years  Greit  Britain  owned  the  Flori- 
dai,  there  were  fewer  death*  than  in  any  regiments  in 
the  British  dominions.  We  have  seen  the  same  thing  in 
the  cantonment  of  our  troo])*,  called  there  from  northern 
liiti(udea.  Tbere  is  a  great  error  prevailing  on  the  aub- 
ject of  climate  in  the  Soutbern  States.  The  flat  landa, 
from  tbe  Chesapeake  to  St.  Mary's,  on  the  Atlantic  cOMt, 
are  unhealthyi  and  the  inundated  lands  in  (he  valley  of 
the  Missit«ppi  more  soi  and,  from  a  knowledge  of  (hese 
facts,  our  whole  country  ia  set  down,  without  dlscriint- 
nation,  as  being  equally  so.  Nothing  ia  more  bllaciou*. 
Tou  might  aa  well  argue  (hat  Hontpelier,  in  the  aouthof 
France,  waa  unhealthy,  because  tbe  rice  diatiricts  of  Pied- 


couniry,  of  primary  fm'mation,  vitfted  daily  . 
breezea  and  tropical  trade  winda.  Volney,  in  hi*  vi 
of  tho  United  State^  predicted  that  the  high  landa  of 
tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico  would  be  the  healthiest  part  of  (bia 
continent. 

1  have  (hus,  sir,  imperfectly  given  some  of  the  reason* 
for  (he  amendment  I  have  offered  againat  the  report  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Naval  ASkira.  Tbia,  with  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  will  involve  an  expenditure,  for  the 
navy  yard  and  its  appendages,  of  half  ■  million  of  ddlan 
for  tbe  year  1836)  and  what  is  half  a  million  of  dollan 
for  a  place  which,  from  this  period,  must  be  conndered, 
in  our  system  ofmarilime  defence,  Grat in  rank?  Wheth- 
er we  look  to  its  geographical  position,  or  (o  [belmmeMe 
back  country,  with  the  various  inlemsl  improvementsof 
canals  and  railroads,  it  must  be  regarded  ss  tbe  first  point 
for  military  and  naval  defences  in  out  whole  country- 

Tbe  Treasury  is  now  groaning  with  the  accumulated 
treasures  of  tbe  people,  and  no  period  was  ever  so  pro- 
pitious for  placing  the  country  in  an  atti(ude  of  defence 
M  the  present. 

I  bave  seen  the  navy  yards  of  Plymouth,  Portsmouth, 
and  Woolwich,  in  England)  and  (hose  ofBreit,  Toulon, 
and  Harseiltes,  in  France)  compared  with  which,  our 
miserable,  ragved  eslabliahments  would  hardly  he  con- 
sidered appendages;  and  1  truat  that  we  ahall  now  put 
our  public  worka  on  a  footing  corresponding  with  tbe 
increasing  population,  resources,  and  power,  of  this  great 
and  growing  nation. 

Wlien  Mr.  Whiti  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WISE,  Ur.  JARVIS.andHr.  PAKKER,  partici- 
pated further  in  Hie  debate;  after  which,  the  question 
was  talKn  on  the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBBELENG,  (he  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  with 
certain  amendments)  when,  on  motion  of  Hr.  C, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Tbhssdii,  a  rait  7. 
INUNDATED  tANDS. 
Mr.  HARRISON,  of  HisMXiri,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lsnds,  reported  tbe  following  joint  resolution: 

Retahed  by  tie  Saioie  and  Boatt  of  Bepruetitatmt  of 
the  UniUd  Statu  ofJmtrka  m  Congrm  auembbd.  That 
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Ihe  Srcretirf  of  Wir  b«,  and  he  ii  hereby,  directed  to 
caiiie  to  be  aurveyed,  by  ■  suffieienl  number  nf  compe- 
tent en^Lneen,  the  iniindateil  Undi  an  the  HIaaiuippi 
rirtr,  the  Mluoiiri,  lUe  St.  Fi^ncli,  the  Arkiiniu,  tnd 
Red  rivers,  »nd  that  h«  repartlu  Congregg,  tt  soon  ■«  t!ie 
ume  Ib  done,  the  pr»cllc«bility  of  recUiming  Ihe  Mme, 
and  removin);  the  obitructioni  from  mirl  riven;  the  best 
mode  of  doing  (he  nmei  the  imonnt  of  money  which  it 
trill  coEt-to  accomplith  il(  the  quanlily  ind  estinutcd 
nlue  of  the  Unds  that  may  be  to  recUimedi  and  Ihe 
efTecli  which  luch  worki  may  have  upon  the  health  and 
proaperty  of  the  country. 

Hr.  K.  atated  that  the  committee  had  eatimated  the 
quantity  ofitnindated  land  at  twenty  millions  of  acreai 
but,  to  avoid  any  exaggeration,  (hey  had  called  it  ten 
miltiont,  which,  at  five  dolla™  per  acre,  would  amount 
to  filly  millions  of  dollars.  The  expensEt  nf  reclaiming 
these  lands  the  committee  had  estimated  at  two  or  three 
millions  of  dollar*;  bul,  in  their  calculation,  they  had  al- 
lowed double  that  sum.  There  was  not  a  doubt  that  Ihe 
United  atatea  would  realize  nearly  fiFVy  miniums  of  dol- 
lars from  tbeae  land*,  if  Ihey  wrre  reclaimed. 

The  Joint  resuluiion  wag  then  read  twice,  and  com- 

DISTRIBUTION  OP  LAN'nS. 

Ur.  GRRNNET.L  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  (o 
Bubmit  Ihe  fullawing  regolulion;  which  was  read: 

RetolBed,  That  Ihe  Commlllee  of  Ways  and  Meani  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  fur  the  dialribulion,  fora  limit- 
ed time,  of  the  nett  proceeda  of  Ihe  salca  of  the  public 
landa  among  the  aeveral  Staleg  of  the  Union,  according 
to  their  reapective  federal  population,  ag  ascertained  by 
Ihe  lift  ceniua  of  Ihe  United  Stalea,  with  such  reaerra- 
tiongofland  or  money  in  favor  of  the  States  ofohio, 
Indiana,  Missouri,  lAuiaiani,  Missiatippi,  and  Alabama, 
■a  may  be  jual,  equitable,  and  expedient. 

Objectioni  having  been  made, 

Ur.  GRBNNELL  moved  Ihe  auapension  of  the  rules, 
and  thereupon  asked  for  the  yea*  and  nayag  wbicb  were 

Ur.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  that  thia 
aobjecl  was  now  before  the  Hotiar,  and  tlial  a  debate  waa 
pending  upon  it. 

The  CHAIR  aald  the  reaolutioii  would  not  be  in  order 
unleia  it  contained  mailer  different  from  that  in  the  res- 
olulion  on  Ihe  aame  subject  submitted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  WiLLiiMS,] 

The  question  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive i  Yeas  63,  nay 1 108. 

WISCONSIN  TERRITORY. 

Hr.  PATTON  aaked  the  Houae  to  go  into  Rom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Ihe  atate  of  Ihe  Union  upon  the 
bill  for  the  calablisbmenl  ofthe  Wiaconain  Territory,  for 
Ibe  space  of  one  hour. 

Ur.  CAMBRELENO  objected,  aUtrng  that  he  was 
very  anxious  to  Teach  the  buainea*  on  the  Speaker's 
table.  There  was  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Ulh  sec- 
tion of  Ihe  United  States  Bank  charter,  which  ought  to 
be  passed  without  delay.  He  had,  he  said,  receired 
tome  importanl  information  on  that  subject,  vbich  he 
Mished  to  lay  before  Ihe  Houae. 

Ur.  HAT  said  it  waa  of  great  Importance  that  Ihe  bill 
for  establishing  the  Wiiconsln  Territory  should  be  paaa- 
cd,  and  the  principal  difficulty  in  regard  lo  the  aubjcct 
haling  been  removed,  the  bill  would  take  bul  little  time. 

Ur.  CAHSRELENG  withdrew  hia  objection,  and,  by 
general  consent,  the  House  reaolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mltlee  ol  the  Whole  on  Ihe  slate  of  Ihe  Union,  Hr. 
Spsiobt  ill  the  ehur,  on  Ihe  bill  lo  establiah  a  Territo- 
rial Government  in  Wisconsin. 

Hr.  PARKER  OMVed  lo  Mrike  out  tbc  claiue  grant- 
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ing  lO.OOOacreaof  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  pub- 
lic buildings  for  the  use  ofthe  Government  ofthe  Terri- 
tory, and  aubstilute  a  aum  of  money. 

Afler  aome  debalr,  in  which  Uesars.  PARKER, 
BRVIEB,  FULLER,  HUNTSMAN,  VINTON,  PAT- 
TON,  HUNl),  JOES  of  Michigan,  HARDIN,  TUR- 
RILL,  HAMER,  and  REED,  took  part. 

The  queatiunJvaa  taken  on  Ihe  motion  to  atrike  out 
10,000  acres  of  land,  and  decidrd  in  the  negative. 

The  blank  was  then  filled  with  30,000. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  with 
Bundry  amendmenla.  _ 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  special 
order  waa  called  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Michigan,  the  rulei 
of  Ihe  House  establishing  the  order  of  business  were  so 
^r  Buapended  as  to  mske  Ihe  Wisconsin  Territory"  bill 
the  order  of  Ihe  day  for  to-morrow,  from  11  o'clock  to 
1  o'clock. 

NAVAL  SERVICE  BILL. 

The  Houae  then  took  up  Ihe  bill  making  appropria- 
llons  for  the  naval  aerrice  of  the  United  Slates  foe  Iha 
j^esr  1836,  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  sundry  amendmenla,  which  were  severally  ooneuF' 

Ur.  WHITE  renewed  the  amendment  ofFered  by  him 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  aubject  of  lta« 
navy  yard  al  Fensaeola,  and,  after  a  few  worda  in  ita  aiip- 
pori,  he  asked  for  Ihe  ycsi  and  nays  ihereong  which 
were  ordered. 

Ur.  CAMBRELGNG  opposed  It,  on  the  ground  that 
it  had  not  been  referred  to  Ihe  regular  standing  commit- 
tee, the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  wbicb  was  tba 
ordinary  course. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  understood  Ihe  genlleman  from  Virgin 
nia  [Mr.  Wiai]  lo  alate  laat  night  that  the  aubstance  of 
ihii  amendment  was  reported  in  another  bill  now  before 
the  Commiltee  of  Ihe  Whole. 

•Ur.  WJS^  repeated,  in  subslsnce,  his  explanation  of 
Ihe  last  evening,  that  there  waa  a  bill  embracing  the  same 
objeclB)  nol  in  the  same  words,  "  for  building  a  wall," 
but  for  conatructing  a  hydraulic  dock,  which,  of  course, 
included  a  wall.  They  were  not  aeparate  objects,  but 
belonged  to  each  other. 

Mr.  SPElGHThapei],lben,dtegentleinanrrom  Flor- 
ida would  withdraw  his  amendment 

Mr.  JARVIS  again  explained  that  Ihe  itemsin  Ihe  amend- 
~    it  had  not  been  made  up  from  actual  surveysoratate- 


which  CI 


imates  bad  n 

Department,  nor  waa  there  a  recommendation  for  them 
from  Ihe  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy.  The  additional  bill  em- 
braced all  that  was  necessary  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  FARKEK  recited  Ihe  provisions  of  Ihe  supple- 
mental hill  reported  by  Ihe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
for  removing  the  bar  at  Pensacola,  JTJ,0O0,  and  for 
conalrucling  a  hydraulic  dock  or  inchnedp1ane,|13S,000| 
objecia  entirely  different  from  those  conlemplated  by  the  . 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida.  He  also 
quoted  Ihe  letter  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  Ibe  Navy  of  ISth 
February  last,  and  briefly  supported  the  amendment,  on 
the  ground  that  Ihe  works  conlemplated  by  it  were  aa 
indispensable  aa  those  approved  of.  He  thought  also 
thai  the  Home  might  act  on  the  subject  without  waiting 
for  the  recomicendalions  ofthe  Deparlment. 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Louiaiana,  supported  the  amend- 
ment. He  remarked  upon  the  exlrsordinary  clrcum- 
alance  that,  though  Ihe  Navy  Commisaionera,  some  ten 
or  twelve  years  ago,  had  recommended  Ibis  station,  a[^d 
that  recommendation  waa  backed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  yet  tbc  time  had  not  yet  arrived  when  gentle- 
men would  vote  for  approprialione  to  pul  it  in  a  Bt  con- 
dition.   Tb«e  were  not  leM  than  ten  or  ekren  State* 
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inler«t«d  in  it,  »nd  it  wu  the  only  ute  on  the  whole 
pilf  frontier,  the  mmt  danf^erous  of  ill  our  Buboard, 
where  ■  iwvil  iltliiMi  coultl  be  constructed.  It  wii  alio 
very  reiittrkible  that  it  wai  never  introduced  into  the 
reg;uUr  ippropriation  billa,  but  could  only  be  reicbed  in  ! 
•bme  lupplemenlal  bill,  wlilch  might  be  lost,  or  in  i  Sen- 
ate bill,  vhich  might  not  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RtP LEY  alio  Gupported  the  amendment,  indrtTC 
■  atitement  af  die  amount  of  cummerce  on  llie  Guff  of 
Mexico,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  to  iliow  the  impoH- 
knce  of  a  naval  atation  uf  the  first  grade  being  con alnict- 
ed  and  kept  up  there. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louiuani,  tent  the  following  letter 
from  Com.  Dailii,  to  be  read  from  the  Clerk'a  table.- 


Uai 
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Ptmatala  Bay,  Febnian/  16,  1836, 
DiAB  Sin:  Tou  aak  my  viewa  aa  lo  the  neceaaity  of  a 
dry  dock  at  Penatcola,  and  flitter  me  by  ■uppuainEr  that 
«n  opinion,  eipresced  by  mr,  woidd  have  weight  m  ob- 
taining an  appropriation  for  that  object.  Tou  are  well 
■ware.of  the  viewi  I  entertain  in  relation  to  Ibii  poiilion 
u  a  fuval  depot  on  the  moat  eztenaive  acale.  Peniacola 
ii^  in  my  opinion,  the  only  point  louih  of  the  capei  of 
Virginia  at  which  any  attempt  should  be  nude  lo  that 
end.  Other  pointa  there  certainly  are,  where  our  com- 
merce and  tlie  m*y  might  find  temporary  relief  from 
MreM  of  weather,  or  from  an  enemy.  Such  poaition 
no  doubt  could  be  fonndg  indeed,  are  already  known 
via:  Hie  Tortugaa,  fur  vessels  of  all  claisei,  and  CIiHrlei 
Ion,  South  Carolina,  for  Gloopi  of  war. 

That  a  dry  dock  ought  to  be  conslnicted  at  this  poiti 
it  and  has  been  my  opinion,  ever  aitice  I  fint  becam 
■cquainled  with  the  harbor  of  Penaacolai  but  in  cor 
nexion  with  this  neceisary  work  to  the  reRtment  of  vei 
■ell,  the  bar  at  the  entrance  mint  not  be  neglected.  < 
very  trifling  expenditure  of  money,  in  compariion  wit 
the  object  lo  be  obtained,  would,  in  my  opinion,  lo  ei 
large  and  deepen  il,  that  veiaela  having  the  grealcit 
draught  of  water  could  pass  at  all  times.  I  would  alao 
■uggeat  that  a  hydraulic  dock  be  conatructed  at  oner, 
for  the  repairs  of  frigatei  and  sloopa  of  war.  Tiiia  can 
be  done  and  finished,  while  the  other  work  is  progreai- 
ing.  The  materiulg  for  repairs  are  all  at  hind,  and  of 
tfae  beat  kind;  and  when  workmen  ihall  be  required, 
they  will  be  found  without  difficulty,  provided  they  be 
utured  of  conalant  employment. 

Yours,  very  sincerely, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  remarked  that  the 
question  was  whether  what  was  asked  for  waa  proper. 
The  only  valid  objection  wliich  had  been  urged  last  night 
»as,  that  no  more  money  than  was  already  appropriated 
tsould  be  expended  ai  I'enucoli;  hut  if  it  could  not  be 
expended  iliia  year,  il  cuuld  the  neil.  They  should  In- 
quire  whether  the  proposed  works  were  requiredi  and 
not  only  had  no  ono  urged  an  objection  on  that  acore, 
but  the  beat  practical  evidence  had  been  offered  In  their 
favor,  by  Commodore  Dallas,  by  the  Board  of  Naval 
Commiasionera,  by  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
by  the  present.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  i  and 
if  the  amount  appropriated  aliuuld  not  be  expended  in 
one  year,  it  could  in  two. 

Mr.  liEKD  wai  di.posed,  a>  was  the  committee  of 
which  he  waa  a  member,  lo  give  as  mucli  as  waa  necea- 
mry  lo  Pensacola;  he,  himself,  even  to  Hie  amount  of 
half  a  million;  hut  he  was  opposed  to  approprijting  more 
than  could  be  expendi-d.  Another  ubjection  was  in  the 
vagueneas  of  the  amciidmeni,  for  "  wharves  and  append- 
ageai"  nor  cotdd  he  aee  how  |I5D,000  was  to  be  laid  out 
for  wharves  in  one  year.  There  was  oo  necessity  (or 
tcting  upon  il  at  this  lime,  eapecially  aa  the  Senate  bill 


would  come  under  consideration  during  the  precent 

Mr.  JUDSON  said  the  navy  bill  it  now  under  conaiden- 
tion,  and,  aa  is  usual,  this  bill  contains  •pproprlations  fur 
the  navy  yarda.  There  are  now  estsblithed  within  tlie 
United  Slates  seven  navy  yarda  for  conslruction.  They 
are  situated  at  Porlamouth,  Charlestown,  Brooklyn, 
(New  York,l  PhiUdelphia,  Washington,  Gosport,  and 
Pensacola.  The  tirst  six  have  long  been  established,  and 
are  now  in  a  condition  well  auited  lo  the  object  of  their 
erectiDn.  That  at  Pensdcola  has  been  eatablisbed  ■ 
much  shorter  time,  and  has  not  been  brought  up  to  the 
condition  of  the  rest.  The  honorable  Delegate  from 
Florida  has  proposed  to  add  to  the  appropriations  in  this 
bill  three  other  items.  First,  the  sum  of  twenty-Tour 
thousand  dollars,  lu  erect  a  brick  wall  around  the  public 
wurka  at  Penaacola.  Second,  the  sum  of  seventeen 
Ihuuaand  dollars,  for  a  powder  magtiine.  And,  third, 
the  sum  uf  one  hundred  and  lifly  thouiand  dollars,  for 
the  erection  of  wharves,  at  the  same  place.  After  ma- 
ture deliberation,  I  think  this  ameitdment  should  be 
adopted.     My  reasons  arc  concisely  these : 

The  immense  amount  of  commerce  which  annually 
passes  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  added  to  the  danger*  of  these 
seas,  indicate  the  neceaaity  of  building  up  in  that  quarter 
a  naval  depot.  Pensacola  is  the  only  position  which  can 
be  selected  in  that  quarter.  The  lawa  of  Congress  have 
established  this  asoneofthe  navy  yardsi  and,  surely,  sonnd 
policy  demands  its  completion-  The  atlention  of  llie 
House  may  well  be  called  to  the  utility  and  neceasily  of 
these  items.  Is  the  powder  magazine  wanted?  Tlie 
common  consent  of  the  House  will  be  given  lo  (his  prop- 
osition. Ifyou  have  a  navy  jard  of  conslruction  for  na- 
tional shipa,  you  aurely  shuold  have  in  ils  vicinity  ord- 
nance stores.  There  can  be  no  objection  to  this  part  of 
the  amendment.  The  Naval  Committee  themselves  have 
recommended  it  in  another  billi  but  this  being  the  proper 
bill  for  such  an  appropriation,  it  commends  itself  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  House. 

The  second  item  conlemplates  the  erection  of  a  brick 
wall  to  enclose  and  aec.ire  these  public  work*.  Go  lo 
any  other  navy  yard,  and  you  will  aee  that  prudence  ha* 
provided  this  tecurily,  to  prevent  depredallons  upon  the 
property  of  the  Government.  Without  it,  there  is  no 
security  whatever  for  the  properly  there  collected.  My 
own  mind  ia  irresistibly  brought  to  this  conclusion:  thai 
economy  and  prudence  are  bulb  uniled  in  sustsining  ihis 
part  of  the  amendment.  The  principal  item  itill  remain* 
to  he  considered-  Are  there  now  any  suitable  wharves 
at  PenucoIaP  It  is  admitted  tliere  are  no  adequate 
accommodation*  of  this  character.  A"  honorable  gen- 
lleman  from  Virginia  has  told  the  House  thst  Ihis  smend- 
ment  must  be  rejected,  and  asitignf  aa  a  reason  for  that 
rejection,  that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  had 
under  their  consideration  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to 
which  tlut  committee  have  proposed  an  amendmeni,  to 
build  a  hydraulic  dock,  with  tl5,000  more  fur  a  wharf. 
Thia  proposition  i«  viewed  by  me  in  a  »ery  different 
light.  It  is  imposuble  to  consider  this  a  valid  objection 
to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Delegate  Iriim  Florida. 
Let  me  aak  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  objection 
for  one  moment.  That  a  hydraulic  dock  may  be  con- 
atructed at  Penaacola  is  readily  admitted;  but  of  what 
service  can  that  Urge  expeiuliture  be  to  the  nation'  We 
all  know  that  a  dock  of  Ihis  character  must  be  con- 
slnicted of  timber,  and  when  that  timber  ia  immersed  in 
the  water  at  Pensicola,  it  would  be  totally  destroyed  in 
a  leaa  term  than  three  yesrs.  The  evidence  ia  indisputa- 
ble, thst  if  we  were  to  fell  all  the  live  oak  in  Florida  and 
Georgia,  and  depnsite  it  in  the  aalt  water  at  Penaacola, 
the  ter«do,  in  a  very  abort  time,  would  so  act  upon  il, 
tluit  the  whole  would  be  worthlena. 

In  all  the   waters  south   of  Philadelphia,  or,  at  all 
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cventi,  Boutli  of  (lie  Chempeake  b*y,  tliii  worm,  called 
the  lereiln,  ii  ibiuliilely  ilntruelive  of  limber  deposited 
in  ilie  »1i  water. 

or  wlial  conceirable  um  could  it  be  lo  expend  Fnim 
one  to  Iwo  liundred  lEiouMiiid  dollan  to  be  thus  rendered 
iiKleit  in  to  ihorl  >  time?  I'hii  would  not  be  the  ciie 
in  tli«  Northern  porli.  lliere  the  dock  in  que*tion 
miffhl  be  of  greU  atilil]'  in  rrpairin);  iloopi  of  war. 
Thrse  fHcti  eiiiling,  It  Is  la  be  preiumed  Congreis  will 
neier  make  an  appropriation  for  luch  an  object,  in  auch 
a  pUce. 

Thi«  objection  IS,  then,  removed,  and  we  are  brou|fbt 
lo  consider  the  item  contemplated  fur  the  conilruction 
of  the  wharvei. 

Are  thete  wharvei  necessary?  it  the  flnt  qtiealion. 
And  here  I  do  not  concur  with  the  honorable  niFmber 
from  New  Jettey,  who  nyi  that  ttiia  wliarf  Is  needed  to 
throw  down  a  frigate,  that  it  may  be  repaired!  I'hia  ia 
not  the  way  to  repair  veiaeli  of  this  clais.  The  wharf  it 
needed  to  bring' your  ihipa  ■■  alongaidr,"  and  make  them 
fall;  to  aecure  them  in  the  storma,  and  from  the  daihlng 
waves.  The  next  quealion  if,  ihall  the  aum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  liny  thousand  dollars  be  added  to  the  bill  for 
this  object' 

b  it  too  much?  Ilefore  this  queitton  it  decided,  we 
muat  inquire  in  what  manner  tlioe  wliarvea  are  to  be 
conatrucled.  Itiaubrinus  that  timber  cknnot  be  used, 
for  the  reasoni  already  auf^iled. 

The  contemnlated  wharrei  muat  be  constructed  with 
atone,  and,  probably,  most  of  that  material  muttbetrana- 
portel  from  the  New  England  cout.  The  torn  of 
f  15,000  would  not  lay  the  foundation;  and,  iff^ntlemen 
will  but  examine  for  themKlrea,  they  wilt  find  that  the 
aum  of  one  hundred  and  RTty  tliousand  dollars  wilt  be 
inadequate  tn  that  imporlant  work — important  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  as  well  aa  to  the  nary  of  the 
United  States.  Considenlions  of  this  character  hare 
influenced  my  mind  in  coming'  to  (he  result,  that  the  In- 
terests of  the  country  dentind  these  expenditures,  and 
1  call  upon  gentlemen  to  do  justice  to  the  country  and 
themselrea  by  the  role  they  may  give. 

Mr.  CAHBSELENG  hoped  the  HoMai  would  at  once 
come  to  a  decision  upon  the  question,  and  that  the 
amendment  would  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  &cl  of  its 
non'.e lamination  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueana. 

Hr.  HARPER  w»  willing  to  give  a  libersl  Tote,  but 
Ihey  were,  he  llioughl,  to  a  certain  extent,  groping  in 
the  dark)  for  there  was  still  a  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
ibting  as  lo  whether  the  amendment  was  embraced  in  a 
separate  bill  or  not.  lloreover,  notliing  had  been  fur- 
nished the  House  to  show  the  necessity  of  the  proposed 
works,  or  whether  the  large  sum  of  tl 50,000  could  be 
well  laid  out  or  not.  He  inould  oppose  the  amendment 
now,  whatever  be  might  be  diapoaed  to  do  when  the 
subject  again  eame  up,  prior  to  which,  he  truateJ,  tome 
more  infunulion  wouhl  be  furnished. 

Mr.  GUSHING  Hud  that  the  importance,  lo  the  whole 
United  Stales,  of  a  suitable  naval  station  aomewliere  on 
the  Gulf  Mexico  was  a  fict  univemlly  conceded.  Pen- 
BicoU  had  been  aelecled  for  that  purpose  by  the  concur- 
rent opinion  of  the  Executive  and  of  Congress.  And  he 
was  ill  favor  of  the  most  liberal  provision  for  the  con- 
tlruction  snd  maintenance  there  of  all  the  public  wat\» 
required  for  the  service  of  our  navy  in  that  aea.  If 
(here  were  any  delects  in  the  port  of  Penaacola,  which 
skill  or  money  could  remore,  they  ahould  be  removed. 
He  should  vote  fur  ihia  pirlicular  appropriation.  Whe. 
ther  the  money  could  be  expended  immediately  or  not 
was  immaterial  to  him  i  he  was  willing  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation, and  leave  the  mun^  in  the  custody  of  the 
Bxecutive.  As  for  the  expediency  of  eunatruclin^  a 
hydraulic  dock  at  Penaacola,  that  was  another  queation, 
wbicb  it  would  be  time  enough  lo  discuN  when  that 


subject  shouldberegulsHy  before  the  House,  as  it  would 
unrfer  (he  bill  from  the  Senate. 

Hr.  HAItPER  said  he  found  he  had  fallen  into  an 
error,  and  that  the  other  bill  referred  to  did  not  embrace 
(he  objects  of  the  amendment.  Believing,  then,  tint 
tlilt  money  could  he  advantageously  expended,  he 
•hoiild  vote  for  the  appropriation  at  the  preaent  time. 

Mr.  HOWELL  expreased  hia  intention  of  voting 
against  the  amendment,  more  with  reference  to  the  time, 
than  from  any  oilier  objection  lo  its  expediency.  He 
thought  they  had  better  defer  it. 

Hr.  JARVIS  again  made  an  explanation.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  had  recommended  (64,000(  the 
committee  inserted  an  additional  #300,000)  and  if  (he 
•mendoient  now  proposed  ahould  be  agreed  lo,  they 
would  appropriate  for  Ihia  one  navy  yard  Just  one  half 
the  amount  appropriated  for  all  (he  other  navy  yards  in 
the  United  States  put  together.  He  waa  willing  to  be 
as  liberal  as  any  one  towards  Penaacola,  even  to  the 
amount  of  millians,  if  necessary,  ao  (hat  the  money  waa 
judicioualy  expended)  but  he  waa  conBdent  the  commit- 
tee had  doner  all  Ibat  ought  to  be  done.  He  waa  also 
opposed  to  that  loose  mode  of  legislsilon  of  putting 
riders  upon  bills,  or  inserting  new  laws  in  appropriatioti 
billS)  and  he  still  truated  the  amendment  would  be  re- 
jected. He  wu  confident  that  no  more  money  than 
what  had  been  proposed  by  the  committee  could  be  ex- 
pended at  Penaacola  during  the  current  year,  unless  it 
was  Uviahly  thrown  away. 

Kr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked  that 
the  appropriationa  would  be  juat  as  necessary,  whether 
the  experiment  of  deepening  the  bar  succeeded  or  not, 
fur  our  ships  were  not  all  seventy  fours.  He  would 
mention  one  fact,  however,  that  was  perhaps  little,  if  at 
all,  known  Iherei  and  it  wsa  thiai  that  the  bar  at  Penaa- 
cola wu  within  one  foot  as  deep  a*  the  bar  at  New  York. 
He  would  gn  further,  and  state,  on  the  very  highest 
authority  ol  cur  navy,  that  the  Brandywine  gora  in  and 
out  of  th(f  bar  without  striking)  and  that  it  waa  an  ex- 
tremely rare  occurrence  for  a  veasel  of  a  similar  wie  (o 
pass  over  the  h*r  at  New  York  without  doing  so.  He 
mslntaincd  (hat  the  money  propined  lo  be  appropriated 
(a  little  over  #300,000)  could  be  well  expended  at  Pen- 
sacoto;  and  he  repeated  his  former  assertion,  that  the 
average  price  oF  labor  was  one  third  less  in  the  South 
than  m  the  North.  Labor  could  be  procured  on  the 
spot  to  any  amount,  and  half  a  million  could  be  well  ex- 

E ended  during  the  current  year.  He  again  recurred  to 
is  former  charge  of  inequality  of  expenditure,  and  sud 
he  was  prepared  to  prove  alt  he  had  urged  on  that  sub- 
ject, a^nsl  all  the  specious  and  voluble  arguments  that 
had  been  advanced  to  the  contrsTy. 

Mr.  PEYTON  called  the  attention  oflhe  Houae  to  the 
report  of  Captain  Chase,  of  the  United  Slates  engineer 
corps,  which  stated  the  deplh  of  water  on  tlie  bar  at 
Pensacota  to  be  from  twenly-tliree  and  a  half  to  twenty. 
four  feel)  and,  consequently,  (hat  all  ships  of  war  less 
than  first  ra(ea  could  nil  in  and  out. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  (he  amendment  waa 
agreed  to:  Yeas  151,  nsys  2(). 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  inquired  If  it  would  be  in  order  at 
that  lime  to  move,  as  an  amendment  lo  thia  bill,  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  for  (he  eatablithment  of  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston,  South  Csrolioa. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Hr.  LANE  rose  and  remarked,  that  Inasmuch  as  live 
or  six  weeks  had  been  spent  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  motion  oflhe  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  [Hr. 
Bxll]  to  amend  this  bill,  and  as  he  had  been  waiting  to 
hearthe  gentleman's  amendment  renewed  in  the  House, 
he  would  himself  renew  it,  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Houae.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
pn>priitioOi  "For  improvcmeBt  and  occenary  tepairt 
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of  the  nary  ytrd  Rt  PortHnoulb,  New  Haoipthirr,  lisly- 
■eien  ihounnd  dolttra,"  and  uked  for  the  yeu  and  niysi 
which  were  ordered, 

Mr.  EVERETT  waaoppoied  toBtriklng  out  the  wliote 

■pproprlktion,  thaurh  he  was  in  favor  of  iti  being 
■mrnded  in  the  way  tie  had  propoied  lut  night. 

Hr,  BELL  uid,  if  lie  hid  had  the  eitinutea  before 
Jiim  when  he  fint  made  his  inotion,  he  should  hare  con- 
fined  his  amendment  to  all  but  what  w*>  appropriated 
for  the  repair  of  the  works  already  erected. 

The  quratLon  waa  then  taken,  and  the  amendment  waa 
Tejected:  Yeaa  6,  nayi  160. 

Mr.  EVBRETT  then  renewed  the  imendment  made 
by  him  in  Cummiltec  of  the  Whole,  to  reduce  the  appio- 
prialion  for  the  navy  yard  at  Fortimoutb,  New  Uamp- 
ahire,  from  ;67,000  to  £4,000.  Mr.  G.  said  it  waa  evi. 
dent  that  thia  item  waa  an  adminiatration  meaaurei  and, 
inprocf  ofthla,  he  referred  to  an  article  which  appeared 
•ome  time  tga  in  the  Globe,  on  the  democracy  of  New 
Harapsbire,  and  aetting'  forth  that  the  oppoailion  to  Ibis 
appropriation  waa  a  conaequence  growing  out  of  the 
oppoaitlon  of  the  citiiena  of  Purtsmouth  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statea,  &c. 

Mr.  BOON  wiahed  to  know  whether  the  member  from 
Vermont  meant  to  aay  that  he  (Mr.  B. }  was  at  all  influ- 


only  of  the  intention  of  the  publical 

Ur.  BELL  said  he  did  not  desire  to  detain  the  House 
by  any  regular  diicuasion  of  tbe  question  aubmitted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Evebitt,]  but  he 
felt  himielf  called  upon  to  make  a  remark  or  two.  The 
motion  now  made  (aaid  Hr.  B.)  is  wibalantially  lh«  one 
1  made  in  committee  oa  a  former  day.  1  would  have 
aubmitted  the  motion  at  that  time  in  thia  form,  if  the 
eslimatea  for  thia  clauie  of  the  biU  had  been  before  mei 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  modify  my  motion  before  the 
question  waa  taken  in  committee,  but  it  was  decided 
before  I  waa  aware  that  the  question  had  baen  put  by 
the  Chair.  Tbe  principle  and  object  of  the  present 
inotioD  are  the  aame.  It  was  no  part  of  my  object  to 
prerent  neceaaary  repairs  to  the  buildinga  and  other  im- 
provement* already  made  at  the  navy  yard  at  Porta- 
mouth.  The  baiia  of  my  motion  waa  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Navy  Commiiaioners,  tnade  through  the  Exec- 
utive to  Congress.  That  report  contains  the  opinion  of 
your  moat  experienced  and  able  naval  ol^cers.  Tliey 
combine  a  high  decree  of  acience  with  great  practical 
knowledge.  They  had  given  it  to  the  country  aa  their 
decided  opinion,  after  a  lull  and  elaborate  examination 
and  reflection,  that  the  policy  of  eupporting  and  building 
up  aeven  navy  yards  waa  reconclleable  neither  lo  econo- 
my nor  the  efficiency  of  the  service.  They  gave  the 
reasons  at  large  far  this  opinion.  Those  reasons  were 
satisfactory  lo  me,  and  ought  lo  be  so  to  the  whole 
country,  unless  their  opinion  sliall  be  reverted  by  the 
judgment  of  men  of  greater  experience  and  ability. 
Gentlemen  have  informed  us,  repeatedly,  that  we  cannot 
safely  rely  upon  our  own  judgmenta  in  questions  of  this 
nature.  Why,  then,  will  they  persevere  in  acting  in  op- 
position to  the  very  highest  and  roost  respectable  pro- 
feaaional  authority  upon  thia  point'  They  aay  these 
aeven  navy  yards  have  been  established  from  a  very 
early  period,  and,  fursooth,  it  is  too  late  lo  alter  our  pol- 
icy, though  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  wrong. 
Though  both  the  two  great  objecis  of  economy  and  util' 
ity  will  be  promoted  by  the  change,  yet  it  must  be  per- 
sisted in,  because  it  haa  heretorore  been  the  policy. 

The  N'avy  Board  have  declared  that,  in  their  opinion, 
two  navy  yards  of  conilruction,  with  some  auxiliary  na- 
val depots,  would  answer  a  better  purpose  thsn  (lie 
teveit  you  have  established.  By  adnpling  the  plan  nf 
(be  Navy  Uomoiisslonen,  you  will  reduce  the  expendi- 


tures of  the  Government  upon  theie  objecis  at  least  one 
half)  and  will  you  not  do  it?  I  have  aaid  that  1  would 
be  willing,  for  the  sake  of  conciliating  sectional  inlereaU 
and  feeling,  and  far  the  purpose  oF  equalising  the  dis' 
buraementaofthr  Government,  to  give  my  support  lo  four 
navy  yards,  instead  of  two,  aa  recommended  by  the  Coia- 
missionersi  but  you  aay  you  will  have  eight. 

The  iiayy_yard  at  Portamuulb,  with  olhers,  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Navy  Board  to  be  discontinued.  The  ob~ 
ject  of  my  motion  was,  not  that  this  yard  should  be  actu- 
ally discontinued,  without  further  examination,  but 
aimply  to  auspend  further  improtementt  to  make  no 
additional  improvemcnla  at  that  navy  yard  until  time 
could  be  given  to  make  a  more  thorough  inveatigatioo 
into  the  propriety  of  continuing  this  navy  yard-  Forts- 
mouth  is  not  more  than  sixly  miles  from  Huston,  where  * 
navy  yard  is  also  eslablishedg  Newport,  ou  Ihe  Narra- 
ganset  bay,  which  aifurds  tlie  best  harbor  and  the  moat 
eligible  site  for  a  navy  yard  on  the  vbule  Atlantic  coast, 
is  not  more  than  thirty-ais  or  forty  milea  from  Boston. 
There  ought  to  be  a  navy  yard  eitabllahed  at  that  pointy 
and  should  there  be  one  there,  we  will  then  have  three 
navy  yarrla  within  a  distance  of  one  hundred  mile*. 
Would  this  be  proper?  Sir,  the  increased  coat  of  main- 
taining 90  many  navy  yards  is  a  consideration  entitled  ttt 
great  weight.  We  are  now  pursuing  the  policy  of  put- 
ting all  our  navy  yarda  upon  the  fooling  ofyaidi  of  con- 
struction. The  consequence  will  be  that,  after  you  have 
expended  some  two  or  three,  or  even  6ve  millions,  upon 
each  of  Ihem,  you  will  at  laat,  after  expending  thirty  or 
forty  millions,  not  have  one  upon  a  proper  scale,  or  with 
all  the  fixtures  and  improvemcnla  that  would  be  useful. 
But,  air,  when  you  once  establish  a  navy  yard  at  any 
particular  point  upon  our  coast,  it  becomes  a  point  of 
attack  by  ■  public  enemy,  and  you  immediately  bring 
upon  the  country  the  neceatity  of  fortifying  it,  no  matter 
at  what  cost;  so,  wliile  we  are  resolved  to  spend  two, 
three,  or  five  mitlionsupon  each  of  the  aeven  or  eight  navy 
yard^  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  Ihe  fortifications  of  tbe 
aame  points  may  and  probably  will  coat  aa  many  mors 
millions.  In  this  view  of  ihe  subject,  we  shjil  find  that, 
by  reducing  the  number  of  navy  yards  lo  two,  according 
to  the  recommendation  of  tliose  who  are  beat  informed 
upon  the  subject,  we  shall  save  to  the  country  tome 
thirty  or  more  millions.  Sir,  if  we  shall  reduce  Ihe  num- 
ber to  four,  a  saving  will  ha  effected  of  the  public  treas- 
ure of  twenty  or  twenty -live  millions)  if  the  saving  should 
be  no  more  than  ten  millions,  I  have  heretofore  supposed 
that  it  would  deserve  the  attention  of  a  republican  Huuae 
of  Repreacntatives)  yet,  ur,  it  appears  that  such  a  propo- 
sition is  only  worthy  of  the  scorn  and  derision  ofihe  de- 
mocratic republican  members  of  this  House,  I  have  un- 
derstoud  that  the  motion  which  haa  just  been  decided  by 
yea'  and  nays  waa  made  with  a  view  lo  show  the  weak- 
neas  of  the  motion  submitted  by  me  In  commillee,  and 
upon  which  so  much  discussion  waa  had.  Sir,  il  the  saving 
propo-^ed  had  been  not  more  than  one  half  the  lowest 
amount  slated,  it  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  respect 
of  this  House— it  surely  ought  not  lo  excite  the  contempt, 
at  all  events,  of  those  who  claim  to  be  the  representa- 
tives of  the  democratic  republican  party  in  thia  House. 

I  desire,  air,  to  repeat,  witat  1  have  said  upon  a  former 
occasion,  that  my  course  upon  this  subject  has  proceeded 
from  no  hostility  to  Purlsmouthj  on  the  contrary,  if  it 
shall  be  shown,  upon  better  and  further  inquiry,  that 
that  place  posseaaca  superior  advantages  for  a  navy  yard, 
I  will  must  cheerfully  give  it  my  suppott,  I  have  felt 
bound,  ur,  injustice  to  myself,  to  make  these  few  re- 
Durks  upon  this  subject,  and  tu  vindicate  myself  from 
the  charge  of  hiving  made  thia  motion  without  an  ade- 
quate object.  1  hope  tbe  House  will  indulge  me  by 
taking  this  question  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
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Hr.  CUSHHANtbenaddrenedtbe  MauKurollowi: 

Mr.  Speaker,  owmg'  to  the  UtenesB  of  the  hour  of 
the  day,  conBidering-  the  length  of  time  ibat  this  bill  hu 
been  before  the  Houae,  and  belieying,  aa  I  do,  IbM  the 
public  interetti  are  aufTehn?  in  conaequrnce  of  the  deky 
in  making  kpproprlations  fur  the  naval  aervice,  I  ahall 
confine  Tnyaelftn  a  very  few  renurka  upon  ilie  subject 
DDV  under  consideration  ■  On  a  former  occuion,  about 
two  months  aince,  I  had  the  honor  of  addreaaing  lbs 
House  relative  to  the  appropriation*  which  have  been 
reeomnended  bf  the  commiitee  for  the  improvement 
of  the  nary  yard  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire-  The 
rcmarka  which  I  then  made  were,  elicited  by  a  motion 
aubmilted '  by  the  gentleman  from  Tcnnesaee,  [Ur. 
BiLi,]  to  atrike  out  une  half  of  the  turn  which  bad  been 
recommended  for  that  purpoaei  which  motion  I  oppoaed 
on  ihs  ground  that  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  public 
aervice.  At  that  time  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
give  a  very  minute  description  of  the  above-mentioned 
naval  Btaliun,  in  order  that  1  might  aatiary,  if  it  were 
possible,  every  member  of  this  House,  that  It  was  one  of 
the  most  favorable  positions  for  a  lai^  naval  depot  of 
any  in  the  United  .Sialesi  that  nature  had,  in  a  great 
Itteasure,  protected  it  from  the  assaults  of  the  enemy. 
At  all  eventj,  that  a  very  small  foroc  would  aeeure  it 
from  depredation  by  an  invading  foe. 

Another  important  fact  which  1  then  offered  for  the 
conside ratio n  of  the  House,  a  bet  which  I  then  thought, 
and  which  I  still  firmly  believe,  ought  to  be  suCcJent  to 
put  this  queition  entirely  at  rest,  was,  that  the  above- 
mentioned  navy  yard  waa  acceinble  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  As  proof  uf  this  fact,  reference  is  made  to  a  me- 
norial  of  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  presented  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales  in  February,  1827-  Speak- 
ing of  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth,  the  following  language 
isuaed:  ■' It  is  never,  even  in  the  most  intense  cold  of 
wintei,  obstniEted  by  ice:  and  the  fact  is  remarkable 
that,  for  several  weeks  past,  and  at  the  present  time, 
while  all  our  naval  ports  are  clothed  with  ice,  this  it  aa 
free  and  open  as  at  midsummer."  This  was  tlie  author- 
ity upon  which  I  then  stated  that,  while  all  other  harbors 
north  of  the  Potomac  were  rendered  inaccessible,  in 
cootpquenee  of  the  ice,  the  one  at  Portunoulh  waa  en- 
tirely free  from  any  such  c^structionl.  That  in  the 
coldest  weather  of  the  coldest  winters,  this  harbor  waa 
open  to  the  whole  world.  It  was  upon  this  ground,  also, 
that  I  then  stated  the  fact  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Haasachuactta  [Mr.  Cutiias]  took  an  exception,  that 
while  Boston  harbor  was  frozen  up  from  four  to  six 
weeks,  the  one  at  Portsmouth  was  entirely  free  from 
ice.  Ifany  member  of  this  House  then  supposed  that  I 
was  stating  a  fact  within  my  own  knowledge,  permit  me 
here  to  say  that  [  did  not  intend  to  be  so  understood. 
But,  air,  being  a  Utile  surpriwd  by  the  reply  made  by 
that  honorable  gentleman,  I  embraced  the  lirst  oppor- 
luaily  in  my  power  to  obtain  further  evidence  upon  that 
aubject,  and  from  the  receipt  of  which  lam  prepared 
to  repeal  that  the  [act,  as  then  stated  by  me,  was  aub- 
atanlially  true. 

I  have  laid  this  much,  not  from  any  prejudice*  which 
1  indulge  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Boaton, 
or  the  Btate  in  which  that  flourishing  city  is  situated. 
Neither  did  I  make  that  statement  with  an  expecUlion 
that  the  merits  of  one  place  were  to  be  enhanced  by  de- 
tracting from  the  merits,  of  others.  I  would  not  do  this, 
any  more  than  )  would  endeavor  to  ealsJiliiih  a  good  rep- 
utation of  B  friend  by  slandering  bit  neighbor.  There 
are  occwions,  however,  when  comparisons  ought  to  be 
made,  and  1  believe  this  to  be  one  of  them,  when  an  at- 
tempt  ta  made  by  some  gentlemen  of  this  House  to  pro- 
duce an  impresHOn  that  (he  naval  depository  in  that 
part  of  the  country  to  which  1  belong  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive the  p»troaage  of  the  Q«netal  GoreriuneoL 


Ur.  Speaker,  within  a  few  daya  past,  it  seems  that  old 
things  have  been  done  swsy,  and  one  thing,  at  least,  ha« 
become  new,  I  allude  to  the  Rrst  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  reduce  the  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth 
one  half.  This  motion,  which  was  made  two  months  ago, 
has,  for  some  reason  or  other,  been  withdrawn,  and  a 
motion  made  by  the  aame  gentletoan  to  strike  out  the 
whole  sum.  The  gentleman  says  that  he  has  adopted 
this  course  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  open  the  whole 
ground,  so  as  to  diacuas  the  propriety  or  the  impropriety 
of  consolidating  the  navy  yards,  agreeably  to  the  report 
of  the  Navy  Commissioners  oflBST.  Although  thiseourse 
was  entirely  unexpected,  yet,  sir,  I  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain, I  am  willing  to  meet  the  question  either  upon  ita 
most  unlimited  extent,  or  within  a  more  narrow  compass, 
sa  may  best  suit  the  ditpositiona  of  those  who  denre  to 
discuss  Ibis  subject.  And,  sir,  it  it  now  my  intention, 
if  it  he  possible,  tu  satisfy  every  member  of  this  House 
that  the  navy  yard  at  Portamoulh,  New  Hampshire,  m 
not  one  of.  the  beat  places  for  a  nation^  depot,  but  that 
it  it  the  vay  betl  which  has  been  selected  for  an  estab- 
lishment of  thia  purpose  in  the  whole  country. 

This  truth,  so  far  aa  I  have  the  power,  I  now  shall 
proceed  to  establish,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  done  to  the 
saliafaction  of  every  gentleman  present)  afXer  which  it  is 
my  intention  to  ask  their  indulgence  while  1  can  make  a 
few  remarki  relative  to  the  report  above  mentioned,  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  al- 
luded. In  addition  to  the  recommendations  which  have 
heretofore  been  mentioned,  1  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Bouse  to  the  fact  that  ships  are  built  at  this  place 
at  lest  expense  than  at  any  other  place  in  the  country:  'l 
mean  where  the  (government  has  carried  on  ^ip  build- 
ing to  any  great  extent.  It  is  luppoied  by  some  thai 
ahips  can  be  built  as  cheap  and  as  well  at  Pensacola  a* 
at  Portsmouth.  This  cannot  at  present  be  satisfactorily 
determined;  but,  save  that  place,  (here  has  been  none, 
and  I  presume  that  the  Qovernment  will  not  in  all  future 
time  And  a  place  where  ahips  will  be  built  ao  well  and  so 
cheap  as  at  Portsmouth.  In  the  Arat  place,  I  would  re- 
fer to  the  presumptive  evidence  which  the  past  history 
of  the  country  furnihhea  to  prove  this  point.  Many  yeara 
sinoe,  while  Mew  Hampsliire  was  one  of  the  Britisb  col- 
onies, thcae  whose  duty  it  was  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
thai  Government  in  thia  particular  branch  of  the  public 
service  selected  Portsmouth  as  ihe  most  ravonble  spot 
for  the  above  purpose.  And,  in  every  thing  appertain. 
ing  to  the  naval  service,  I  believe  no  one  will  doubt  their 
sagacity.  And,  from  the  earliest  period  of  Ihe  history  of 
lliat  SUte  and  of  the  counlry  to  Ihe  present  time,  tbit 
has  been  considered  one  of  Ihe  mott  favorable  places  for 
ship  building,  both  for  the  public  and  mercliant  service, 
of  any  in  the  United  States.  If  I  am  nnt  mistaken  in  roy 
recollection,  this  ia  the  favored  spot  where  was  erected 
and  completed  the  first  vessel  which  was  ever  built  in 
this  counlryi  at  any  rale,  il  is  Ihe  place  where  the  &r*l 
public  ship  was  built.  This,  of  itscK,  ought  to  swaken 
such  associations  in  Ihe  mind  of  Ihe  patriot  as  not  to  aban- 
don this  plaoe  unless  the  public  itood  shatl  Imperiously 
demand  such  a  sacrifice.  Biit,  air,  for  proof  uf  such  an 
important  fact,  I  will  not  ask  the  House  to  rely  alone 
upon  presumptive  evidence.  I  have  in  my  possession  ft 
publie  document,  which  puts  this  subject  entirely  st  rest. 
It  is  a  teller  from  the  Iste  Secretary  nf  the  Navj'.  Mr. 
Southard,  dated  the  9th  February,  1837,  wherein  it  is 
slated  tliat  the  acliooner  Alligator,  which  was  built  al 
Boalon,  cost,  the  Government  the  aum  of  $33,745  65 
When   the   Porpoise,  a  achooner  uf  the 

same    class,  was  huUt   at    Porlanioutb 

for  the  sum  of    -  -  -  -      20.408  75 

Making  a  saving  of   expenditure  ii 

one  suMlltunMctioa  uf  -  • 


3,336  90 
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'e  perceive  tint  (here  is  >  uving  ot  >t  lent 
t.  by  building  ihipi  here  rather  Ihtn  >t  Boa- 
ton,  only  slxly  milei  uiulb  of  tint  pUce.  And  any  gen- 
tleman who  will  pleue  to  examine  Ihii  document  will 
Bnil  IhtC  the  average  expanse  between  ihip  building  •! 
PorlHtnouth  ind  ibe  other  n*vy  y>nlB  in  Ihii  country,  ii 
twenty  per  cent,  len  than  at  olher  place*. 

Again,  air,  It  ia  said,  by  those  who  have  had  experi- 
ence on  lliii  aubject,  that  limber  and  other  malerial*, 
which  are  extensively  used  in  ship  building,  are  less  li- 
able to  receive  injury  at  thii  place  than  In  roore  south- 
em  lalitudesj  that  timber,  during  the  time  of  lis  dockage, 
doei  not  become  wormeiten  in  lliose  watera)  and  that 
iron  duet  not  sulTer  an  much  from  rust  at  that  place  as  lit 
other  navy  yards.  Tliesc  are  considerationa  which  ou^t 
to  have,  and  I  dmifal  not  will  have,  a  great  weight  in 
governing  the  final  action  of  Congress  upon  thia  subject. 
It  ii  well  known  to  those  who  hare  any  experience  in 
this  buiineas,  that  timber,  before  it  can  be  rendered  fit 
for  the  builder's  line,  nufi^il  far  a  long  time  to  be  ini- 
meraed  in  ult  water.  And  if  i(  should  duniig  this  pe- 
riod become  wormtalen,  it  of  course  is  very  much  in- 
jured, if  not  rendered  entirely  worlhlesn.  It  is  well 
known,  also,  (□  those  who  areconveraantwilh  thisbranch 
of  the  public  service,  that  immense  quaiitillei  of  iron  are 
used  in  the  cnnslructian  of  ships,  and  that  it  ia  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  have,  at  all  limes,  large  aupplies 
in  store  for  (hat  purpose.  Hence,  it  becomes  very  im- 
portant that  those  places,  if  any  such  can  be  found, 
■hoakl  be  selected  tor  the  storage  of  thoae  supplies, 
where  tliat  article  is  the  least  liable  to  receive  injury.  I 
do  not  arsert  the  above-tnentloned  facta  upon  my.own 
knowleilge.  But,  sir,  they  are  (acta  which  have  been 
coramunleated  to  me  by  those  whose  duly  it  was  to  know 
tliem,  and  whose  atalements  are  cnlilled  lo  (he  moat  im- 
plicit confidence!  and  if  the  facta  are  an,  then  ahould 
the  nary  yard  at  Portsinuuth  be  patronised  by  every 
■taieanun  in  the  country. 

Once  more,  irr:  the  depth  of  water  in  the  Piscataqua 
V^er  givet  (his  place  a  decided  advantage  overall  othert, 
aa  a  naval  depot,  in  ibe  United  States.  There  ia  not  a 
navy  yard  in  the  country,  unleaa  Norfolk  make  an  ex- 
ception, where  the  largest  ahipg  of  the  navy  can  with 
ease  and  aafely  gain  access,  save  the  one  at  Portsmouth. 
In  proof  of  this  fact,  I  again  aik  1e»ve  to  refer  (he 
members  of  thia  House  to  the  aforeaaid  memorial.  It  ia 
there  staled,  and  without  the  fear  uf  contradiction,  that, 
"  at  the  lowest  tides,  there  are  ten  fathoms,  or  sixly  feet, 
at  the  entrance  through  the  main  channel  (of  ihe  river) 
le  Ihe  navy  yard,  and  at  (he  navy  yard,  where  ships  of 
Ihe  largest  cUaa  may  lie,  and  from  whence  they  may 
proceed  lo  sea  at  deail  tow  wateri  a  desideratum  not  to 
be  found  at  any  other  naval  atalinn  in  Ihe  United  Slatea." 
This  fact,  if  it  stood  alone,  entirely  alone,  would  be  a  silf- 
lieienl  rf  uon  why  this  national  depository  ahoiild  never 
be  abandoned)  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  a  suffi- 
cienl  reason'  why  it  should  receive,  in  all  future  time, 
the  patronage  of  Ihe  General  Qovemment  and  Ihe  un- 
ceasing influence  of  (hose  who  adminialer  its  impor- 
tant cuneerni.  Admit  this  fact,  and  even  In  a  lime  uf 
profound  peace  the  Government  could  not  safely  and 
conveniently  carry  on  its  naval  operations  without  (his 
place.  It  is  true  (hat  those  ships  of  the  line  which  are 
ordered  to  Ihe  South  Atlantic  or  into  the  Pacific  ocean, 
may,  on  their  return,  perchance,  gain  access  to  the 
navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  and  there  receive  a  speedy  rcBl 
far  Ihe  public  aervice.  But,  air,  wlial  is  lo  be  done 
with  thosf  in  Ihe  Mediterranean  or  the  Ras(ern  seaaF  Shall 
Ihcy  also  be  compelled  to  aail  along  (he  wliole  of  Ihe 
eailern  cuaat  to  the  Chesapeake  bay,  befiire  I  hey  can 
reach  a  navy  yard  where  they  can  undergo  requisite  re- 
pain'  tly  belief  ia,  that  awiie  and  intelligent  individual 
would  nol  ID  manage  hi*  own  coocem*!   why,  tlt«n, 


ahould  the  Govermrienl  pursue  such  a 

duct?   Ifan  inlelligeni  merchant  would  n 

sail  a  vessel  a  thouaand  milea  for  repairs,  when  he  could 

do  it  belter  and  cheaper  elsewhere,  because  it  would 

occasion  him  a  loss  of  time  and  property,  why  should  Ihe 

Government  refiise  to  be  governed  by  such  ■  discreel 

and  prudent  course  of  conduct? 

But,  sir,  whether  it  may  or  may  nut  be  important  in  a 
time  of  peace  to  have  national  depnta  so  located  ihst  Ilia 
■hips  which  belong  lo  our  navy  may  easily,  aafely,  and 


:adily,  < 


mid  b 


of  ir 


imporlancci  and  here,  air,  let  me  ask,  from  what 
quarter  are  we  to  expect  collisions?  From  (he  Huf,  or 
the  West'  (he  North,  or  the  Soulh?  Host  probably  from 
the  East.  And,  sir,  in  such  an  event,  shall  it  be  said  that 
Ihose  gallant  ahipa,  which  would  then  atand  at  Ihe  head 
of  the  American  aquadron,  have  to  sail  from  New  Bruns- 
wick to  the  Ciiesapeake  bay  before  they  can  receive  ihe 
aupply  of  a  mast  or  a  spatF  Would  not  audi  ■  state  of 
affairs  injure  the  public  service,  and  Jeopardiie  tjie  best 
interests  of  the  country?  Ay,  the  destruction  of  Ihe 
whole  Amrriean  navy  migtit  be  the  conaequence,  and 
the  country  luffer  a  disgrace  worse  thin  the  loss  of  a 
thouund  navies,  or  the  anpport  of  a  thousand  navy  yards. 
Yet,  disconliniie  the  navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  such 
piediclions  might  be  verified.  Supposing  a  naval  en- 
gagement to  laxe  place  between  the  American  aquadron 
and  the  belligerant  nation  near  Hatifsx;  and  suppose, 
further,  that  one  of  Ihe  gallant  sevenly-fours  should  be 
disabled,  and  rendered  unfit  for  service,  till  nipplied 
with  one  or  nlore  masts,  would  not  every  American  heart 
bleed  at  the  thought  that  this  ship  must,  in  her  crippled 
condition,  sail  a  thousand  miles  or  more  before  ihe  could 
be  refined  fur  (he  public  service?  Suppose  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  delay,  the  residue  of  (he  American 
squadron  should  be  captured  and  lostj  what  then  would 
be  the  feelings  of  every  patriotic  heart?  In  that  case, 
would  nol  the  whole  American  people  exctaioi,  why  and 
wherefore  is  it  that  we  have  not  a  navy  yard  nearer  than 
that  at  the  Chesapeake  bay,  where  our  ships  can  at  onc« 
enlcr,  and  be  repaired  with  more  expedition,  so  as  to  re- 
turn forthwith  to  the  battle  ground  to  protect  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country?  Tel,  sir,  discontinue  ihe  naval  sta- 
tion at  Fortcmouth;  and  if  Ihe  report  of  the  Navy  Cotn- 
missioners,  wliich  hsa  been  alluded  to,  be  true  in  this 
particular,  of  which  I  doubt  not,  there  would  nut  remain 
a  navy  yard  north  of  the  Chesapeake  where  asevenly-four 
could  gain  acceas.  Should,  then,  any  of  the  events  hap- 
pen which  have  been  supposed,  then  the  probability  i* 
that  all  Ihe  evil*  which  have  been  mentioned  might  be 
realized.  Bui,  sir,  in  a  time  of  peace  we  have  vessels 
on  some  of  Uie  Eastern  stations,  which  after  a  Iwu  ur 
Ihrce  yeari'  cruise  may  be  ordered  home  fur  the  purpose 
of  receiving  repairs;  and  although  frigates,  schooners, 
and  sloops  of  war,  can  gain  access  to  other  navy  yards 
mirth  of  the  Potoniac,  besides  Portsmouth,  during  the 
spring,  Bummer,  and  autumn  months,  yet  in  the  extreme 
cold  of  winter  even  (he  above  classes  of  veaseb  cannot 
niii  acceaa  to  any  yard,  aave  the  one  at  Portsmouth, 
i^ort  of  Ihe  Chesapeake  bay. 

I  am,  sir,  fully  persuaded  that  the  recommendations  In 
favor  of  the  navy  yard  at  PorUmoulh,  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  will  be  sufficient  (o  satisfy  every  candid  mind 
that  this  place,  of  all  others,  ia  one  of  Ihe  most  favorable 
Kpois  on  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  Ibr  a  large  national  de- 
pository, and  that  a  discontinuation  of  it  would  be  crimi' 
na'ly  unjust  to  the  Government  and  the  whole  American 
people.  My  design  has  been  to  eslsbliih  the  fact  that, 
in  four  important,  and,  in  some  respecli,  indispensable 
particulars,  this  has  a  ilecided  preference  over  every 
other  navy  yard  north  of  the  Chesapeake  bajf.     First, 
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fron  ice  and  other  abslrucliotM.  TbiTdljr,  bj  hanng  ■ 
Mifficicnt  depth  of  water  to  admit  with  eue  and  with 
wreljr  the  lar^t  clau  of  our  public  ibipi.  Fourthly, 
by  building  ahipi  here,  there  li  an  average  taring'  to  the 
Government  of  at  Icatt  twenty  percent  And  in  one  very 
impoKant  particular  tbi>  place  bai  a  moat  decided  lU- 
vantage  over  every  other  navy  yard  in  the  countryi  that 
i*,  that  timber  and  olber  materials  are  le«  liable  to  be 
■igured  here  thin  eltevliere.  To  the  last  rccomraenila- 
flon  even  the  water*  of  Narraganiet  bay,  which  have 
been  lo  highly  eulogized  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Rhode  laland,  would  be  compelled  tu  yield  ihe 
palm.  Vel,  air,  notwithstanding  all  tliat  hu  been  said 
in  favor  of  tbli  national  depot,  its  paramount  advantages, 
when  compared  lo  otheri  of  a  similar  chsraclert  ibe 
long  lime  it  has  been  occupied  as  a  favorable  place  fur 
■hip  building,  both  for  the  public  and  the  merchant  ser- 
vice) tbe  millions  wliiob  the  Government  hat  invested 
io  erecting  suitable  buildings  fur  dwelling-bouaes,  ship- 
hotuet,  itorea,  marine  barrack^  timber  ahedi,  timber 
dock^  &Ci  and  notwithstanding  it  it  to  easily  protected, 
unobitnicted  by  ice  in  the  winter  teaton,  to  at  to  render 
the  navigation  to  and  from  tbe  tame  safe  and  eipedl- 
tiouaiand  although  the  Government  can,  by  conatructing 
her  tliipa  at  lliii  place,  tave  much  of  the  people't  mo- 
ney) tnd  ahhough  the  raw  miteriitt  here  are  lets  liible 
to  tuffer  injur)';  and  although  there  it  no  other  nival  de- 
pot north  til  Ihe  Chesapeake,  to  which  the  Isrgeit  claat 
oTthipacao  safely  liaveaccesii  if  it  be  for  theinlereit  uf 
(be  country  tbat  it  should  be  diseontinued,  it  will  be  ray 
duly  to  Mttwn  Ihe  motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tenneasee,  to  strike  «ut  the  whole  of  the  above- 
mentioned  appropriation.  But,  sir,  I  must  wait  tor 
stronger  argijmenit  tbtn  I  have  yet  lieird,  either  by 
gentlemen  on  Ihii  floor,  or  those  contaioed  in  the  report 
of  Ihe  Navy  Commistionera  of  1B29,  before  I  can  give 
my  content  to  demolish  this  national  depoiitory.  An>l 
at  tlie  most  if  not  all  the  arguments  againsl  the  navy 
yard  at  Purttraoulh  hsve  been  drawn  Tram  the  above- 
mentioned  report,  I  ask  Ihe  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
■  few  moments,  for  Ibe  purpoie  ot  reviewing  some  of  the 
principles  sa  well  at  the  facts  which  ire  contained  in 
thi<  dueument. 

The  propMition  uf  the  Navy  Cummiuionert  then  wat, 
"  that,  with  the  eicepllon  of  the  yards  at  Buaton,  Wish- 
ington,  and  Norfolk,  and  another  near  Ihe  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, (principally  atadepoiite  of  storea,)  all  of  our  other 
ytrda  might,  in  tite  courK  of  a  few  years,  be  dispensed 
Willi,  wilbout  injury  to  tite  public  service,  provided  an 
etiablialiment  be  msde  near  Newport,  Rhode  Island." 
And  theabove  proposition  reiti  upon  the  basis  of  "  econ- 
omy and  efficiency." 

Dul,  sir,  1(1  this  concentration  of  power  I  do  not  give 
my  consent.  Ttial  we  should  study  the  principles  uf 
economy  I  agree  is  rrgbti  and  I  wish  this  disposition  pre- 
vailed more  eiteniively.  Dul.  air,  to  a  conaulldated 
Government,  or  to  ihe  concentration  of  power,  further 
than  that  authorized  by  a  literal  constriiction  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stitei,  1  ent«r  my  most  lolemn 
Erottit.  It  it  not  against  this  principle  that  we  have 
een  so  long  contending,  tnd  against  which  we  hive, 
for  the  last  seven  or  eight  yein,  contended  with  to  much 
tucceit'  Fur  myself,  1  shall  regret  to  see  the  day  when 
the  people  uf  this  counlry  ibsll  sanction  a  diacontinua- 
tion  of  any  naval  ststion  whicli  liai  heretofore  been  ei- 
tsbtiihej,  and  with  which  are  connected  so  many  pleas- 
ing a-iuciatiun>)  Initilutioni  which  have  become  hal- 
lowed by  time,  ind  the  brtaking  up  of  which  would  be 
like  breaking  aHinder  the  cordi  which  bind  together  the 
•ocill  compact — the  union  uf  lliesc  Ststri.  Ami  I  doubt 
not  that  it  would  be  belter  fur  the  country  to  increase 
tlieir  number,  rather  than  In  diminish  or  lessen  il(  for 
tbi»  plain  reason:  that  it  give*  to  the  people  uf  the  sev- 


eral States  a  better  opportunity  to  see  the  operationi  of 
the  General  Qovemment,  and  consequently  creates  a  • 
stronger  sympathy  with  the  administration  of  it,  and  a 
more  fixed  determination  to  support  the  integrity  of  the 
Union.  It  is  upon  this  ground  that  I  shall  exert  all  the 
influence  which  I  possess  in  favor  of  the  propoAion  Dow 
before  Congress  to  establish  a  navy  yard  st  Cliarleltan, 
South  Carolina.  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  add  another  lig< 
ameiit  to  the  cords  by  which  we  are  bound  together,  as 
a  grtst  and  a  mighty  peoplei  a  people  chosen  of  Him 
who  Kuides  and  controls  the  destinies  of  naliont  as  well 
as  individuals.  Its  tendency  will  be  to  blot  out  and  en> 
lirely  eBice  those  geographical  lines  which  have  been  to 
often  mentioned  upon  the  floor  of  Ihit  House  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  ofCongress.   The 

Sentleman  from  Maine,  speaking  upon  this  subjecl  a  few 
lys  unce,  very  appropriately  remarked  Ihst  these  es- 
tablishment* did  not  belong  to  the  place  where  located, 
but  lo  the  country.  Establish  the  one  at  Charleston, 
agreeably  to  the  request  which  is  now  made  by  the  free- 
men of  that  dittricti  it  will  not  belong  to  tlist  place,  but 
lo  the  counlry.  Yet  that  people  will  see  and  feel  that 
Ihe  General  OuvemmenI  is  not  unmindful  of  tlieir  wishes, 
desires,  and  inlereatit  ind,  by  rearing  up  some  national 
works  among  them,  it  will  bind  ihem  more  cloaely  to 
the  national  confederation.  And  for  tbe  same  reatons, 
sir,  1  shall  record  my  vole  in  favor  of  the  sppropriatiunt 
mentioned  in  this  bill,  and  alao  for  increased  allowances 
for  Ibe  navy  yard  It  Pensacola.  Yes,  sir,  thi*  place  de- 
sertes  Ihe  patronage  of  the  Government.  It  belong*  to 
the  nation,  as  well  as  others  of  a  limilar  description!  and 
BO  long  as  my  constituents  provide  for  me  a  teat  in  thli 
House,  it  will  be  jny  endeivor,  at  all  times,  lo  guard 
with  vIgiUnce  the  reserved  riglilt  of  the  Slates,  yet  to 
manifest  national  tentimenls,  tnd  to  use  what  influence 
1  nuy  possess  to  eradicate  every  leetional  feeling.  In 
regird  lo  natlontl  stations  of  this  kind,  at  well  as  for  fur- 
tifications,  I  shall  loiik  alike  to  the  Bast,  the  West,  tlie 
North,  and  the  South.  The  aafety,  the  prosperily,  and 
the  glory  of  the  one,  is  the  aifety,  the  prosperity,  and 
the  glory  uf  the  other.  But,  sir,  it  it  time  that  I  ahouM 
ags'n  turn  my  altenlion  lo  the  more  immediate  conttd- 
erilion  of  this  report,  and  for  a  few  momenta  examine 
Ihe  other  praposition  which  ii  offered  by  the  Commit- 

omy."  I  admit,  sir,  that  if^  by  discontinuing  one  half 
of  Ibe  number  uf  our  navy  yards,  we  should  lessen  the 
ezpensea  of  the  people  In  proportion,  then  it  would  be 
our  bounden  duly  lo  pursue  this  course  at  once,  provided 
that  the  remaining  one  half  would  subserve  the  interests 
Ihe  country  as  well  as  the  whole  numt>er.  But  would 
that  follow?  Wouldlhere,  insuchanevent,  beaaaving 
of  my  considerahle  expense  to  the  peopled  In  order 
to  aniwcr  these  queitions  correctly,  we  must  lake  into 
consideration  the  inveitmeuta  which  hue  heretofore 
been  ma<le  in  the  improvements  of  Ihose  yards,  and, 
consequently,  the  great  sacrlBces  which  would  be  msde 
by  their  demolition-  Furthermore,  we  must  tike  Into 
coniideraiion  the  expenses  which  wouhl  be  incurred  by 
enlarging  those  which  might  be  retained,  together  with 
Ihe  milliona  which  would  be  required  to  build  a  new 
magnificent  cslablisliment  upnn  the  waters  of  Narragan- 
set  bay.  1  must  confe-s,  if  the  recommendations  men- 
tioned in  Ihe  report  of  the  Navy  Commissioner*  should 
be  carried  into  effect,  I  am  unable  lo  perceive  how  it 
can  msterially  iflect  the  current  expenses  of  ihn  Gov- 
ernment. In  that  case  millions  of  properly,  which  Is 
now  answering  all  the  purpose!  for  which  it  wat  origi- 
nally deaigned.  Would  be  sunk,  and  mllliont~more  must 
be  expended  lo  build  up  new  naval  slaliuns,  which  would 
answer  no  better,  and  probably  not  to  well,  for  ilie  in- 
terest* of  Ihe  counlry,  is  those  which  are  now  extant. 
It  is  highly  probable  that,  should  the  number  of  yards 
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be  redueeit,  three  or  four  oHccn  on  Itie  civil  liM  might 
be  ditpented  wHhi  I  mean  nanl  ilorekeepen.  'Bui, 
(ir,  ihuuld  thii  be  done,  it  wootd  be  ■  MTing  in  ezpenie, 
only  or  Ave  or  ^3  thmitand  da11>r«(  tndthe  probability 
il^  thit  even  thii  sum  vould  hive  to  go  to  meet  Ihe  ex- 
penMi  of  (ilditiond  clerks  in  these  mignilieent,  conioli- 
dited  institulions.  How,  Ihen,  is  there  to  be  sriy  living 
of  expense  by  conaolidstion?  The  NsTy  Commissionera 
•ly  that  "  concentntion  would  enable  Ihe  GoTErnment 
to  select  >nil  retain  in  its  service  the  most  valuable  ar- 
tificers, at  fixed  *nd  moderate  wagpes,  because  they  could 
have -constant  employment,"  Is  this  any  thing  new* 
Has  not  the  Government  always  aelected  artificers,  me- 
chanics, and  ship  carpenters!  Most  asiuredly.  And  I 
apprehend  that  not  a  litif-le  instance  can  be  pointed  out 
where  the  Oovemment  has  met  with  any  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  fin-c  rate  of  workmen  in  sufficient  numbers 
to  complete  all  the  works  which  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  Governmenti  and,  as  it  respects  my  own  State, 
the  General  Government  msy  rest  suurcd  thai  she  may 
there  always  he  Turnished  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
the  first  clan  of  workmen,  at  reasonable,  fixed,  and 
moderate  waf^ea. 

My  belief  is  that,  by  reducing  the  number  of  navy 
yards  agreeably  to  Ihe  plan  propoaed  in  the  above-men- 
tioned report,  Ihe  wages  of  aitilicers,  Bh>p  carpenters, 
and  mechanics,  would  be  increased  instead  of  being  di' 
minished,  because  there  would,  in  that  cue,  be  a  much 
more  limited  circle,  than  the  Government  now  has,  from 
which  to  make  a  selection.  Supposing  Congress  should, 
at  its  present  session,  make  proviaion  for  building  eight 
ships,  would  it  not  be  aa  cheap  for  the  Government  to 
build  one  at  each  of  ihe  navy  yarda  as  to  burtd  four  at 
Norfolk,  and  Ihe  other  four  on  the  waters  of  the  Narra- 
ganset  bay?  It  appcara  to  me  that  every  genllcman 
must  answer  (hi*  question  in  the  affirmative.  And  he 
would  do  it  upon  Ihe  ground  that  the  wages  of  a  thou- 
sand men  would  be  the  same,  whether  they  were  all  to 
be  concentrated  in  one  place,  or  dispersed  Into  <en 
places.  Neither  can  it  make  any  difference  a*  lo  the 
expense  of  thoK  whose  duly  it  is  to  superintend  this 
branch  of  the  national  lervice,  eapeciatly  in  a  time  of 
peace,  because  more  or  less  of  them  are  to  be  found  in 
almost  every  town  and  city  on  the  Atlantic  coaat,  and 
their  salaries  are  the  aame,  whether  they  are  direnified 
or  concentrated. 

But,  sir,  ahhongli  the  plan  laid  down  in  this  report, 
of  having  two  magnificent  national  depositories,  one  on 
the  Chesapeake,  and  the  other  on  the  Nirraganaet  bay, 
and  retaining  those  at  Washington  and  Boston  as  auiilia- 
rirs  thereunto,  might  possibly  snsvrcr  for  the  public  ser- 
vice in  a  time  of  peieei  but,  in  that  case,  vliat  would  be 
the  slluation  of  the  country  in  a  time  of  war^  It  is  to 
such  a  period  that  we  should  direct  our  »tlention,  when 
we  are  about  to  make  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  navy  yards,  for  the  increase  of  the  navy,  and  for 
fortificationa.  Might  not  both  of  these  great  depositories 
be  blockaded,  and  by  that  means  ibe  country  be  ctit  off 
from  all  auppliea  for  the  navy?  Would  not  these  two 
places,  in  the  case  of  a  war,  be  more  easily  blockaded, 
and  in  thai  event  more  liable  to  be  blockaded,  than  any 
two  places  on  the  whole  Allantic  coaat'  Let  the  history 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  as  well  at  the  history  of  Ihe 
lale  war,  answer  that  question .  I  may  also  refer  to  this 
very  report  to  prove  that  bet;  for  the  Navy  Commia- 
aloners  say,  '■  our  put  sufferings  admonish  us  that  the 
Chesspeake  bay,  and  the  waters  near  Bhode  Island,  are 
otir  most  vulnerable  point*." 

A  fine  recommendation  this  for  the  only  two  nstional 
depots  in  the  country.  If  the  authors  of  that  production 
hail  been  speaking  of  forlificalions,  then  might  they 
hsve  said  with  propriety,  that  these  are  two  of  Ihe 
"most  vulnerable  points"  in  Ihe  countryt  and,  tbetc- 


forc,  the  mesna  of  defence  should  be  sufficient  to  render 
them  invulnerable.  But,  air,  let  these  two  placea  become 
the  only  depositorie*  for  naval  slores,  and  the  general 
rendezvooB  of  our  navy,  past  rxperience  wilt  show  (hat 
the  best  and  the  highest  inlerealsof  the  country  would 
thereby  be  put  in  jeopardy.  I  hope  and  trust,  sir,  that 
neither  this  nor  any  other  admin iatratiun  will  ever  carry 
into  execution  any  euch'prujeel.  And,  air,  if  Ihe  opin- 
ion nf  this  Bouse  should  accord  with  my  own,  then  th« 
sums  mentioned  in  l^e  bill  under  coniiderBtiDn,  for  the 
improvement  of  navy  yards,  will  be  appropriated  far 
that  laudable  purpose.  This  brings  me  to  llie  liuM 
when  it  is  proper  to  go  into  a  consideration  of  that  part 
of  the  Bubjeel  1 1  must,  therefore,  ask  tlie  indulgence  of 
Ihe  Uouae  for  a  few  moments,  while  I  submit  a  remark 
or  two  relative  to  the  several  items  included  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Navy  Commiisioners. 

Ur.  Spesker,  aa  to  that  part  of  the  subject  relating 
to  the  esiimaiei,  or  the  amount  which  it  msy  require  to 
complete  tlie  public  works  which  have  been  mentioned, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  suitable  judge.  Thla  is  no  part 
of  my  duty,  anless  it  be  apparent  that  the  sum  asked  for 
should  be  very  extravagant,  nunifesting  a  disposition  to 
squander  away  the  public  money  in  a  wanton  manner. 
I'his  respunsibility  should  be  made  to  reit  where  it 
Dughl)  that  is,  on  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  Ihe  Navy  Department.  But,  sir,  aa  to  the  necessity 
of  making  ihe  improvements  which  have  been  recom- 
n>ended  by  the  CommEttee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I  have  no 
doubt.  This  naval  depot,  at  its  merits  become  more 
etlentively  known,  has  been  mide  to  assume  a  rank  but 
little  inferior,  if  any,  to  similar  inslituliona  in  the  coun- 
try. Two  ship  houses  were  erected  msny  yean  since, 
in  which  there  are  two  oF  the  first  tale  of  ahips.  The 
foundation  for  a  third  ahip  house  hat  been  laid,  and  will 
probably  be  completed  the  entuing  season.  Very  ex- 
tensive supplies  of  ship  timber  have  been  lent  to  this 
yard,  which  requires  altentionj  and,  asapart  of  my  argu- 
ment upon  tbis  psrt  of  the  subjecl,  I  with  to  refer  the 
commiltee  to  one  or  two  paragraph!  contained  in  the 
report  which  has  been  so  otien  alluded  to. 

The  Navy  Commisaiouers  say  that,  "from  necesuty, 
ever  lince  the  creation  of  our  navy,  we  have  been  com- 
pelled to  use,  to  a  great  extent,  untessoncd  timber  in 
tbe  construction  and  repair  of  our  ships;  hence  immenae 
expenditures  and  great  Jots  of  time,  (invaluable  in  war,) 
arising  from  the  necessity  of  frequent  repairing  ihem." 
The  same  report  then  proceeds  lo  provide  a  remedy  for 
this  great  evil,  which  ii  as  follows,  namely;  "provide 
exlansirc  supplies  of  ship  timber,  and  place  it  in  a  state 
to  be  well  teaaoned  before  it  be  usedi  and  for  this  pur- 
pose tbey  recommend  that  the  timber  be  immersed  in 
water  for  twelve  months,  then  taken  up  and  placed 
under  cover,  to  protect  it  against  the  sun,  rain,  and  high 
windi;  its  immersion  wilt  render  it  less  liable  lo  aplit  or 
rent.  It  should  not  be  taken  out  of  the  water,  however, 
excepting  early  in  the  apring,  if  it  can  be  avoided;  and 
it  should,  after  being  i^wcd  or  reduced  lo  proper  sizei, 
required  in  thip  building,  be  put  under  sheds,  so  con- 
structed SI  to  admit  of  a  Iree  circulation  of  air,  but  •( 
the  same  time  to  shield  it  from  too  much  exposure  to 
the  sun  and  strong  currents  of  air.  It  it  believed  that 
if  timber  used  in  ship  building  should  undei^o  a  process 
like  this,  their  durability  would  be  increased  twofold." 
IF  Ihfse  fsCIs  be  true,  then  add  lo  those  one  oilier, 
viz;  there  is  at  this  place  extensive  supplies  of  ship 
timber  unprovided  for.  It  would  seem  that  uo  one 
would  for  •  moment  object  lo  the  appropriation*  con- 
tained in  this  bill.  £ver7  gentleman  can  readily  con- 
__!.._  -■-  ■  J,,  tongas  it  riiall  be  necessary  and  expedient 
n  ample  aupply  of  masts,  spars,  boats,  and 
I  supplies,  constantly  on  hand,  so  long  it  will 
iry  and  expedient  lo  hare  roatt  houses,  boat 
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homes,  and  timber  (hedt.  I  hope,  Iherefore,  IhM  the 
turn  named  in  the  bill  will  be  ippropriited  for  IhoM 
purpoMi. 

Mr.  LANE  nid  he  frit  himteir  oiled  upon  to  repi; 
lo  the  bonorcble  gcDtlenun  from  Vemtonl,  [Ur.  EtiM' 
ITT,]  and  more  eapecwily  to  Ibe  bonunble  gvntlenun 
from  Tcnneiiee,  [Mr.  Bill.] 

Tbefintaeemi  to  think  thattbe  majority  of  the  House 
have  been  influenced  bf  a  para^ipb  which  he  baa  read 
from  the  Globe,  having,  m  be  tayi,  a  tendency  tu  make 
■  parly  quealion  ofthe  bill  under  conaideralion.  So  far 
u  it  regarded  hii  own  vote,  he  could  only  «ay  he  had 
ncTer  icen  or  heard  of  llie  paragraph  until  read  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
neuee  baa  Informed  the  Houae  that  the  motion  now 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  ii  aubitantially 
the  one  he  made  in  tike  committee,  and  that  he  would 
have  aubmilted  it  in  that  form  if  Ibe  estlmatei  had  been 
before  bimi  that  he  bad  intended  to  ao  modily  it  beforo 
the  queitiun  waa  taken  in  committee,  but  for  ita  bating 
been  decided  before  be  vm  aware  that  the  queation  had 
been  put  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  give  the  gentleman  from 
Tennesaee  [Mr.  Hile]  the  l>eneGt  of  ihla  explanation,  or 
ralber  apology,  to  the  Houae  and  to  the  American 
people,  tor  having  occupied  some  ajx  or  eight  weeks  of 
the  aeation  in  uaeleaa  debate,  a  brief  hittory  of  the 
honorable  gentleman'!  courac  becomes  indiapenaably 
neceoary.  On  tlie  9th  of  February  the  gentleman  sub- 
mitted the  motion,  in  committee,  lo  amend  tlie  bill,  by 
Wriking  out  one  half  the  appropriation  of  (67,000  for 
Portsmouth,  and  addressed  the  committee  aeveral  limea 
in  support  uf  it.  This  occupied  the  atlentlun  of  the 
coaamiiiee  until  the  IGth  of  Uarch,  Ibe  bill  having  been 
made  the  special  order  ol  the  day  for  four  days  in  each 
week,  when  the  gentleman  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
moved  lo  strike  oul  the  whole  sum,  whicb  had  been  de- 
bated in  the  commiltee  until  the  7th  of  April;  in  all, 
fifly-eigbt  days — the  gentleman  himaelf  making  a  speech 
running  through  four  entire  days. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ta  the  want  of  information,  at  all  timea 
In  the  power  of  any  gentleman  in  the  Mouse  lo  obtain, 
or  an  intention  to  witlidraw  a  motion,  a  aatisfsclury  ex- 
planation for  auch  an  apparent  waate  of  the  time  of  Ibe 
House  and  the  motiey  of  Ibe  people?  Sir,  is  the  motion 
lo  strike  out  the  half  of  967,000,  or  the  motion  to  atrike 
out  the  whole  aum,  and  the  motion  to  atrike  out  all  but 
14,000,  substantially  the  aame?  No,  lin  these  eicuses, 
these  apologies,  cannot,  will  not,  satiaFy  tbia  Houae  oi 
the  people. 

The  gentleman  gravely  informs  the  Houae  that  hi 
had  heretofore  nippoied  those  propoaitiona  worthy  tbi 
■tlenlion  of  a  republican  House  of  Bepreaentativea 
Tet  tbey  had  only  excited  the  acorn  and  derinoo  of  the  i 
democratic  party — that  it  the  saving*  be  had  ptupoaed 
had  been  half  Ibe  amount,  il  ought  not  to  have  excited 
the  ciMilempt  of  the  democratic  portion  of  Ibe  Houae. 
8ir,  is  it  treating  a  roolion  with  contempt  to  speak 
freely  and  truly  of  its  merila,  or  to  vole  against  it,  when 
the  honorable  muver  withdraws  the  one,  and  informs  the 
Houae  that  he  bad  intended  lo  modify  or  withdraw  the 
otber,  and  that,  but  for  the  want  of  information,  he 
would  never  have  aubmilted  eiUierf 

Sir,  there  Is  a  certain  class  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
here  and  elsewhere,  who  consider  every  ililng  said  and 
done  by  Ihe  democratic  members  of  this  Houae,  or  by 
the  democratic  porlion  of  the  American  people,  w  treat- 
ing them  with  contempt,  however  true  in  awller  uf  fao, 
just  in  principle,  or  patriotic  in  aenliment. 

This  is  what  might  be  expected  from  those  who  look 

upon  the  people  with  contempt,  who  consider  them  ai 

incapable  of  aelf-governmenl,  and  who  are  always  ready 

l9  trample  upon  their  riglil*  and  act  Iheir  vrace  at  de- 
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fluicet  but  to  hear  such  sentiment*  avowed  by  th« 
honorable  genliemin  from  Tennesaee  can  but  excite 
lurpriae,  who  himaeir,  till  lately,  was  supposed  to  be 
among  the  foremost  In  the  democraiie  rankst  nor  can  it 
be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way  than  that  an  indi- 
vidual, born  and  educated  in  the  plain  and  umple  walka 
of  democracy,  clad  in  its  simple  garb,  who,  from  good 
fortune,  ambition,  or  aceldeni,  should  be  suddenly  thrown 
from  the  society  of  his  former  anocialei  into  whil  he 
might  consider  a  higher  or  more  elevated  station,  and 
lays  aside  bis  democratic  principles,  hia  republican  garb, 
and  clolhed  himself  in  white  robes,  (as  all  obaervation 
has  shown,)  ia  more  tenacious  of  hia  rights  and  etiquette 
wlilch  he  assumes  in  hia  new  condition,  than  one  who  la 
born  and  educated  In  the  aristocratic  ranks. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  motives  which  had  induced  him  to 
renew  the  gentleman's  motion  In  the  Houae  were 
simply  because  it  bad  been  submitted  by  an  honorable 
and  diitinguiibed  member,  and  had  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  Ibe  Houae  for  days  and  weekn  and  to  prove  that 
Iha  House  ought  lo  auslaln  Ihe  motion,  the  gentleman 
bad  labored  so  eloquently,  that  it  was  but  common 
courtesy  to  suppose  evtrj  gentleman  in  the  House 
wncere  in  all  he  said  or  did,  that  he  always  spoke  to  ibe 
point,  and  that  the  object  of  afcmrdays'apeech  could  only 
have  beento  convince  the  Hpuae  it  ought  lobe  suslalned. 
For  these  reainns,  Mr.  1^.  aaid,  he  was  induced  to 
make  the  motion  he  had  the  honor  to  submit,  believing, 
aa  he  did,  thai  a  vote  of  the  House  ought  to  be  taken 
upon  a  question  that  had  occupied  so  much  of  its  lime, 
in  order  to  enable  the  American  people  to  understand 
and  duly  appreciate  Ihe  motivea  that  influenced  certain 
gentlemen  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  had  the  honor  lo  aubmlt  and  the 
pletnire  of  voting  against  Ihe  motioni  and  ihe  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bill}  has  had  the 
honor  of  allting  in  bis  scat  and  refusing  to  vote  in  favor 
of  bis  own  proposition. 

Mr.  BELL  said  a  few  worka  in  reply. 
Mr.  BOON  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  be 
In  order  then  to  answer  the  argumenla  of  gentlemen 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  CHAIR  said  it  would  not. 

Mr.  BOON  aald.  If  il  had  been,  be  wanted  to  make 
something  of  a  party  apeech  himself. 

I'tie  question  wa*  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  rejected:  Yeas  43,  nays  130. 

Mr.  WISE  Slid  he  rose  lo  do  what  was  perhaps  very 
unnecessary  to  do,  after  the  vote  of  Ihe  Houae  upon  the 
amendmenl  of  the  gentleman  from  Florida,  but  he  felt 
compelledbvaaenseof  duly  taoifer  another  amendment. 
In  the  34ih  tine  of  the  bill  there  waa  an  appropriation  of 
(64,000  for  improvement  and  necesnry  repairs  for  the 
navy  yard  at  Pensacola.  Of  that  (64,000,  as  he  inform- 
ed liie  Houae  holh  laat  nigbl  and  to-dajr,  there  was  inclu- 
ded (15,000  for  wharveii  but  the  House  had,  very  much 
lohls  wonder snd  amaieinent,  nowappropria<ed(lS0,0O0 
for  wharves,  besides  that  sum  of  (15,000,  making  in  the 
whole  (165,000  for  this  one  object,  wilhout  any  appro- 
prialion  at  all  for  docks — a  sum  'hat  never  could  be  judi- 
ciously expended  in  the  conalruotion  of  wharvea.  He 
therefore  moved  loreduce  the  Item  of  (64,000  to  (49,000, 
thereby  atriking  out  the  (15,000.  He  trusted,  at  leaat, 
that  this  amendment  would  be  agreed  to;  and  he  hoped 
alao  that  some  gentleman  would  mote  a  reconsideration 
of  the  former  vote.  Hr.  W.  was  as  warm  a  friend  as 
Pensacola  had,  and  would  go  almost  any  lengths  for  it, 
but  he  was  convinced  tliat  |165,000  for  whsrvei  would 
be  a  most  Injudicious  expendilure. 

Mr.  GABLAND.  of  Louisiana,  hoped  no  motion  woutd 
be  made  lo  reconsider. 

Mr.  RIPLET  said  a  few  words  insupport  ofthe  origi. 
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TheamcMlincnt 
counted. 

The  bill,  Mcmended,  wu  than  ordered  tobe  engrowed 
u>d  mtd  >  third  time  Ihii  ct*y, 

Kr.  CARTER  moveda  reconiidention  oTlhe  role  OH 
the  amcndmenl  mpectln^  the  navy  yard  at  PrnaculB. 
lie  referred  to  the  exlnordinary  hute  manifeiled  lo 
burr;  through  thii  bill. 

The  CHAIR  Mid  that  the  motioTi  directly  wm  not  in 
order;  but  Ihe  nntleman  from  Ten neaaee  eould  attun 
bii  nbject  by  firat  mming  lo  recoruider  the  vole  by 
which  ihe  bill  tm  ordered  to  he  engrossed  snd  read  a 
third  time  tliii  day. 

Mr.  CAHTER  then  made  that  motion. 

Mr,  BOON  said  a  few  word*  againat  the  motion,  and 
he  waa  at  a  Iom  to  aee  the  justice  of  the  remark  about 
liMly  le^'ntion,  on  a  bill  which  had  been  some  six  weeks 
under  diacuauon.  He  did  hope  tliat  no  further  difflcul- 
tics  wouM  be  thrown  in  the  wsy  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  CARTES  tttd  no  intention  of  Ihtowing  any  dim- 
cullies  in  the  way,  snd  he  had  cone  to  Ihe  conclusion  to 
withdraw  Ihe  motion  before  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 


THE  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  Ihe  unsnimous  consenl  of  the 
Houta  to  offer  the  fullDwingresotulioni 

Suehtd,  Thst  the  bill  pruviding  for  Ihe  graduation 
■nd  reduction  of  Ihe  price  of  the  public  landb  be  made 
(he  apecial  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  aucceeding  the 
day  on  which  the  specisJ  order  concerning'  the  ordinary 
appropriation  bilJs  shall  be  complied  with,  or  so  soon  as 
the  same  ahsll  hsre  been  disposed  of,  and  for  each  wc. 
ceedinr  day  thereafter,  FHdays  and  Saturday*  excepted, 
iMtil  the  quealion*  involved  in  the  final  dispoiitions  of 
the  public  domsin  shall  have  been  deiermincd. 

Objection  being  nude,  Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  lo 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  indicated,-  and  a*  he 
wisbed  lo  know  distinctly  what  course  gentlemen  intend- 
ed to  lake  upon  lliat  important  subject,  he  asked  for  the 
yeas  snd  nays  on  hii  molioni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  include  in  it  tlie  bill  regu- 
lating Ihe  depoaltei  of  the  public  moneys  in  certMn  liKal 
banks,  he  would  mail  cheerfully  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  had  no  objection,  snd  would  so 
modify  his  resolution. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  to  amend  tlie  resuluiion 
by  including  also  the  light-house  and  harbur  bills. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  until  the  resolution  wia 
in  poatea^on  of  the  House,  a  motion  to  amend  it  was  not 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House  refused 
to  atlnieiid  the  rules  for  the  purpose  Indicated  i  Yeas  74, 
nays  75,**  follows: 

Y«a*— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan.  Asl>1ey,  Bailey,  Bean, 
Bell,  Boon,  Bunch,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  cambreleng.  Car- 
ter, Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  J.  P.  H.  Ulaiborne,  Cleve- 
land.  Coffee,  Corwin,  Dickerson,  Uunlap,  Everett,  Far- 
liD,  French,  Galbnith,  J.  Garland,  Glllei,  Glascock, 
Granger,  Joseph  Hall,  Hilind  Mall,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynei,  Haiel- 
luie,Holsey,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsmsn,  Jeni- 
fer, Kinnard,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lay,  Luke  Lei,  Loyall, 
Lyon,  Maury,  May,  HcKennan,  MeKim.  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Page,  James  A.  Pearce,  Petligrew,  Phelps, 
Kencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Roane,  Wm. 
B.  Shepard,  81'ielda,  Spangler,  Speight,  Standefcr,  J. 


Thomson,  Towns,  Underwood,  Washington,  Weeks,  9. 
Williams,  Wise— 74. 

Nils — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barlon, 
Bockee,  ■Bonil,  Beuldin,  Bovee,  Campbell,  George 
Chambera,  Clianey,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cuahing,  Deberry,  Denny,  Bfner, 
Evans,  Fairfield,  Philo  C.  Kullcn  WiUiani  K.  Fuller, 
Orantland,  Grenitcll,  GrifBn,  Haley,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
son, Hoar,  Hopkins,  Bubley,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jsrvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Csve 
Johnson,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kllgore,  Klingenamith,  Lsw- 
renee,  Oldeon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Job  Mann,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McGomss,  McLenr,  Morgan,  Morris,  Owens,  Parker, 
Parks,  D.  J.  Pearoe,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Seymour, 
Siektes,  Smith,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Turrill,  Vinton,  Wbktlesey— 7j. 

WISCONSIN  TERRITORY. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  MAT,  the  House  proceeded  lo  the 

consideration  of  the  bill  lo  Mtabliih  Ihe  Territorial  Gor- 

The  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  Ihe  amendment  striking  out  ten  ihou- 
ssnd  seres  of  land,  and  inserting  3U,0W  dollars,  s»  a 
grant  for  the  erection  of  public  Buildings  In  the  Terri- 
tory, 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  smend  the  amendment  by  llrU 
klng  out  20,000  dollars,  and  inierimg  12,500  dollirs,and 
on  this  motion  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  fthich  were  or- 

After  some  remsrkl  from  Hesin.  BOND,  JONES  of 
Michigan,  REYNOLDS,  BOON,  and  PARKER, 

Mr.  KINNARD  considered  the  sum  of  920,000  Hltle 
enough  for  the  object  to  be  accomplished.  Unequal 
a*  had  been  the  apprDpriatloni  for  his  own  State,  when 
a  Territory,  compared  with  the  sums  which  had  been 
granted  for  roadi  and  purposes  of  sesll  of  Government 
in  other  Territoriei,  he  could  not  And  in  that  circum- 
stance a  satisfsctory  reason  for  voting  to  cut  down  (his 
■mull  appropriation.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Dohd]  has  opposed  it  on  Ihe  score  cf  economy,  and  had 
trested  11  as  a  matter  of  pecuniary  interest.  Sir,  I  have 
always  regretted  that  the  ippropristions  which  have 
been  made  for  the  new  States  snd  Territories- seemed 
to  have  been  connected  with  purposes  of  Government 
speculation.  I  do  not  find  fault,  because  Ihe  General 
Government  hsi  actually  profited  niore  than  quadruple 
beyond  all  that  bus  been  expended  by  such  appropria- 
tions. But  I  would  like  to  see  the  manifeslaiion  of  an 
intention,  open  and  avowed,  to  benefit  the  new  sections 
of  the  country  by  afTording  something  like  a  regard  for 
their  necessilieei  and,  at  feist,  the  appearance  of  an 
equivalent  for  Ihe  additional  value  conferred  by  Ihe  la- 
bor of  Ihe  letllers  on  the  public  domain.  Bui,  lo  bring 
money  back  to  the  Treasury,  to  he  collected  from  those 
meritorious  people,  had  been,  in  hli  opinion,  too  ofHen 
the  purpose  msnifested  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
new  Stales  and  Territories.  It  la  upon  this  account  that 
speculation  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  docs  sp- 
pear  lo  me  to  be  marked  in  the  face  of  some  acts  of 
Congress  in  broad  snd  legible  characters.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  effect  uf  these  measorea  in  adding  to  the 
Tresiury,  because,  sllhough  the  Government  has  too 
much  money,  that  effect  is  unavoidable.  But  we  may, 
in  justice,  complain  of  a  policy  which  can  find  seareely 
any  objects  in  the  new  Stilea  and  Territories  sulflcienlly 
laudable  and  national  lo  receive  appropriations,  unless 
the  GenersI  Government  was  to  be  benefited  in  a  still 
greater  degree.  Here  I  meel  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
on  his  own  position  as  to  the  interest  of  the  Government 
in  this  case.  Make  liberal  appFopriariona  for  all  the  ob- 
ject* for  which  it  is  necessary  lo  expend  money  in  the 
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new  Terrilor;  of  Wbconiin,  mnd  whit  will  be  the  re- 
sult? Vou  will  (hereby  dr&w  public  itlenlion  to  that  re- 
mate  ini]  lntere»tinK  refctoni  you  will  induce  emigrmiion 
(o  it{  eicite  competilion  imong^  purchuen  of  tbe  pub- 
lic landii  and  Ihe  proceed*  of  (he  ule>  will  be  propor- 
tionibly  intreaaed.  In  support  of  this  view,  Mr.  K.  re- 
marked Ihat  there  bad  been  granted  to  Indian&four  lec- 
tions of  land  Tor  purpose!  of  a  icat  of  Government.  It 
wu  ■  stipulation  of  Ibe  grant  (hat  the  land  ihauld  be 
■elected  in  a  new,  unseltl^  part  af  the  8ta(e,  where  (be 
public  tlomain  .wM  in  a  wilderness  condition.  Wha(  was 
Ihe  object  of  IhisrequiiilionF  Why,  to  compel  the  State 
to  locate  her  permanent  leit  of  Government  where  (he 
lands  had  not  been  told,  in  otder  that  the  Government 
night  kII  oiore  land,  and  at  a  higher  price,  than  could 
otherwise  be  expected.  In  Ihat  particular  case,  the  in- 
terests of  the  Gavcrnmcnt  snd  of  ihe  Btate  were  mutually 
benefited.  But  (he  in(riHsie,  original  value  of  tbe 
granted  land  was  no(hinfr  compared  with  (he  advantages 
conferred  on  the  United  Statei  by  tbe  improvements 
and  enlerpris^  of  (be  Sla(e- 

Under  (his  view,  atnee  very  lillle  has  been  done,  ex- 
cept for  the  interest  of  (be  Treatury,  in  (he  Territories, 
kir.  K.  WDulil  have  preferred  granting  (o  Wisconsin 
10,0DC  aeresi  but,  since  that  had  been  alruok  out,  he 
would  go  for  the  largest  sum  of  money  proposed;  and,  ss 
it  seened  to  be  the  object  lo  make  and  save  money  for 
tbe  Government,  he  ventured  to  say  that  in  cases  of  this 
kind  large  appropriations  would  be  tbe  means  of  return- 
ing to  the  Treasury  quadruple  the  amount  which  could 
olherwiae  be  anlicipsted.  Heconiendedthattbepeople 
of  this  new  Territory  ought  (o  have  Ihe  most  liber«l  aid. 
They  need  it.  They  are  contributing  vastly  to  the  rev- 
enue in  the  purcbaae  and  settlement  of  (he  country,  and 
have  already  paid  to  (he  GoTernii)en(  tolls  to  the  amount 
of  millians  of  pounds  of  lead  tot  tbe  privilege  of  work- 
ing tbe  mines. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive; Ye»«60.  nayBll7. 

The  amendment  was  then  eancurred  in. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  renewed  the  motion 
made  by  bint  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  strike  out 
the  cUuse  appropriating  5,000  dollaralorthe  purchase  of 
■  library  for  the  use  ofihe  Governraeot  ofthe  Territory. 

After  some  remarks  from  Ueasnt.  SPIUGHT,  HA- 
HBR,  and  CAVG  J0UN30N,  tbe  motion  was  rejected. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  tbe  clause  allowing  the  Governor  f  3, 000  per  ao- 
Dum  as  Governor,  and  #1,500  as  superintendent  of  In- 
dian afiairs,  and  inserting  (3,500  as  bis  aslary  both  as 
Governor  an-l  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs. 

Ur.  JOHNSON,  of  Louiiisiui,  said  be  wis  in  favor  of 
this  motion.  He  had  no  idea  of  giving  (he  Governor  of 
tills  Territory  a  thouiand  dollars  more  than  Ihe  Govern- 
orofArkantis  receives)  and,  if  there  wasany  diRercnce, 
it  should  be  in  favor  of  Arkansas,  where  Ibe  expensesof 
living  were  much  greater  than  in  Wisconain. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  live  hundred,  so  as  to  leave  Ihe  istary  at  two 
thousand  dollars,  which  he  thought  was  high  enough.  In 
fixing  salaries,  some  regard  ought  to  be  had  lo  the  habit* 
of  UvinK  in  the  country,  and  to  the  facilities  for  living. 
Wiaeonsin  was  a  fertile  and  abundant  country,  very 
productive  in  wheat  and  other  grain,  and  a  non-slave, 
holding  counlryt  and  it  might  be  said  that  living  there 
wBi  almost  as  cheap  AS  dirt-  Tbe  GnvernoroftbeStBteof 
Ohio,  with  twelve  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  received 
a  Mlsry  of  only  one  thousand  dolUrs,  and  (lie  judges 
of  tbe  supreme  court  of  that  State  received  only  twelve 
hundred  dollan.  He  did  not  say  that  these  salaries 
were  sufficient  .  He  thought  thev  were  not.  But  there 
had  never  been  any  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  persons 
to  lake  tbe  officci. 


The  expense*  of  a  Governor  living  in  a  log  cabin  in 
Wineansin  could  not  be  equal  (o  those  of  a  person  hold- 
ing the  same  office  in  Ohio.  Wisconsin  wa*  almost  out 
of  the  world,  and  its  Governor  could  not  be  subjected  to 
those  expenses,  in  tbe  enterlainment  of  visiters,  which. 
In  the  States,  were  unavoidable.  It  vas  ssid  that  these 
inhabitants  ofTerritoriei  were  our  children,  and  must 
be  treated  with  indulgence  and  liberalltyt  but  he  thought 
tlie  l>est  way  of  bringing  up  children  was  to  accuitom 
them  to  take  care  of  tliemselves.  If  one  thousand  dol- 
Un  was  enough  for  ibe  Governor  of  Ohio,  certainly  two 
thousand  was  sufficient  (or  the  saUry  of  the  Governor  of 
Wiseonrin. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  it  was  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifTerence  whether  the  salary  of  the  Oovernor  waa 
fixed  at  one  cent  or  at  one  million.  If  he  was  to  be  ft 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  Governor  of  a  Ter- 
ritory where  there  was  public  land,  he  would  get  money 
enough'  any  how. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  what  was  the  salary  of 
the  Governor  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  (he  Governor  of  Mich'^n  had  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  live  hundred  dollars  for  his  aer- 
vicei  as  Governor,  and  an  additional  sum  as  superin- 
tendent of  Indian  sfTairs.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how 
the  Governor  of  Ohio  could  live  on  i  salary  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  be  did  not  believe  be  could  live  on  it. 
He  had  no  idea  of  sending  i  man  into  Ihis  Territory  on 
his  own  expensea.  In  bis  opinion,  the  espensei  attending 
the  office  of  Governor  of  Wisconsin  would  be  much 
greater  than  thoae  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky.  The  Governor 
of  Ibis  Territory  would  be  the  greal  father  of  all  the 
Indians  within  it,  and  he  would  be  frequendy  compelled 
10  receive  and  entertain  them.  His  eipensea  on  this 
account,  in  twelve  months,  would  not  be  less  than  one 
ibouaand  dollars.  Again:  the  reiponaibility  and  labor 
of  this  officer  wss  greater  than  that  of  a  Governor  of  any 
ofthe  States.  Hewaa  obliged  to  fix  his  eye  upon  every 
body  around  him — upon  the  citizens  of  the  Territory 
and  upon  the  Indians.  Mr.  A.ipoke  of  the  salary  ofthe 
Governor  of  ArkantH  a*  being  equal  to  that  proposed 
in  the  bill. 

[Mr.  Siviia  slated  that  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of 
Arkansss  wai  two  thousand  dollars,  and  Ihat  he  former- 
ly received  five  hundred  for  exlra  services  in  relation  to 
the  Indians.] 

Hr.  AsBui  continued.  He  was  in  favor  of  liberal 
salariesi  and  was  truly  sorry  to  hear  that  the  Oovernor 
of  Ohio  received  only  one  thousand  dollan  a  yeart  bat 
he  would  not  suffer  that  circumalance  lo  govern  his  vote 
on  this  motion. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  Vixtuk  to  amend  Ihe  amendmeat 
was  then  rejected,  by  a  vote  of  75  to  76. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ukdibwood  lo  amend  (he  bill  wa* 
(ben  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  strike  out  five  thousand,  and 
Insert  two  thouiand  dollirs,  as  the  sum  allowed  Ibl^  the 
purchase  ofa  library;  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  an  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  al- 
tering the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Territory!  which 
motion,  after  some  debate,  in  which  Meairs.  HOWELL, 
JONES,  HARDIN,  THOMAS,  TOUCBY,  and  HAUER, 
took  part,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CU3HUAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriking 
out  the  words  ''during  good  behaviour,"  In  the  clause 
fixing  (he  tenure  of  Ibe  territorial  judgea,  and  iuerting 
in  lien  thereof  the  wordi  "for  four  years." 

Mr.  WISE  said  tbe  only  federal  tenuri',  tbe  only  ju- 
dicial tenure,  known  to  Ihe  conatituliun  and  laws  ws*, 
ifhe  was  correctly  informed,  "during  good  behaviour." 
He  had  never  heard  of  any  other.  Thia  cansider«lion 
wta  a  suffioient  objection  to  the  amendment,  but  he  had 
one  which  wh  Kill  greater.    Tbe  ft 
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propodlion  to  increaM  the  pRtrorage  of  the  EiecutWe. 
The  judicial  officers  were  the  only  officer*  of  the  Gov- 
ernment whom  the  Freiident  could  not  remore  »t  pleu- 
ure;  ind  if  thii  amendment  were  idopted,  we  might  lee 
I  wonhy  tmn  «nd  a  good  judg-e  turned  out,  to  m*ke 
room  Tor  t.  friend  of  the  party.  Thii  was  ■  part  of  the 
(polls  ifilem.  Already  had  the  Preaident  aiifBcient 
power  over  the  Terriloriei  and  new  Slates,  aa  had  been 
taWy  demonitrated  of  late  yt»i»\  and  when  ve  )t<ve  the 
Freaident  the  appointment  of  all  the  judicial  officera  of 
the  Territories  once  in  four  yeari^  his  influence  would 
be  greatly  increased.  He  had  heird  already,  tliia  win- 
ter, of  a  drlE^tion  war  about  a  judicial  appointment  in 
a  Stale)  and  il  wa*  asserted  that  the  recommendation 
which  ultimately  prevailed  was,  that  the  candidate 
who  succeeded  wii  a  ^od  and  &ilhful  member  of  the 
democratic  party.  The  question  before  the  President  in 
thai  case  wai  not,  la  he  a  worthy  man,  ■  good  lawyer,  a 
righteous  judgeP  bul.lBheafuthful  member ofthe parly? 

Mr.  BOON  here  rose,  and  said  he  presumed  he  un- 
derstood the  allusion  of  the  gentleman.  He  referred  to 
an  appointment  made  in  Indiana.  He  would  heg  leave 
to  set  Ihe  J^ntleman  right. 

Hr.  WISE  nid  he  had  not  spoke  ofany  Stale  or  per- 
•OQ.  Both  of  the  candidates,  as  he  had  understood,  were 
memberi  of  the  partyt  and- the  question  was  not,  which 
wai  the  more  honest  and  capable*  but,  which  was  the 
more  faithful  to  the  party?  If  this  smendment  were 
adopted,  we  might  have  this  same  queition,  every  four 
yearly  in  regard  lo  Ibe  judges  of  ihe  Territories.  This 
waa  the  object,  as  he  was  led  to  fear,  in  consequence  of 
the  quarter  from  which  the  proposition  came.  He 
never  could  consent  that  the  Judiciary,  as  well  aa  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  should'  be  proilratcd  before  (lie 
Executive.  Let  ut  (said  Hr.  W,)  have  one  department 
of  the  Government  indepeodeni,  and  faltliful  to  the  con- 
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Mr.  LANE  was,  he  (aid,  in  favor  of  the  molioii<  and 
he  went  on  lo  make  some  explanationa  in  regard  lo  the 
remarks  of  ihe  gentlemsn  from  Virginia,  in  reference  to 
the  appaintmeni  ofa  judge  in  Indiana. 

Mr.  HAHBK  called  tlie  gentleman  to  order. 

The  CHAIK  decided  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
msn were  out  of  order. 

Ur.  WISE  begged  leave  to  subjoin  an  argument  which 
he  htd  imendcd  lo  offer  when  he  was  up  before.  He 
called  the  sttention  ofthe  House  la  Ibe  following  clause 
in  the  conalltution:  "  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
State*  ^all  he  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such 
interior  oourls  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  time 
urdain  and  eslabliih.  The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme 
and  inferior  courla,  shall  hold  Ibeir  offices  during  good 
beliaviour,  and  shall,  at  alated  times,  receive  for  their 
services  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office."  He  presumed,  he 
said,  that  this  would  be  deemed  a  concluNve  argument 
againti  Ihe  proposition. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  appealed  lo  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  lo  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HAMER  said  there  was  no  new  principle  in  Ihe 
motion.  The  judges  of  all  Ihe  Terrilorirs  had  been 
appointed  for  four  yeara. 

Mr.  HOAR  said   he  waa  n( 
■latement,  but  certainty  there 
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able  to  contradict  thii 
3uld  be  no  difference  ol 
:lion  of  the  clause  of  the 
lan  from  Virginia.  If  a 
lure  of  territorial  judgei 

kt  of  good  behav'     ~ 


canslitulion  read  by  the  genlli 

law  had  ever  paned  filing  Ibe  I 

ttpon  any  oilier  principle  ihin 

must  have  been  because  the  attention  of  Congrcsa  was 

not  called  to  tli«  qnestion. 

Mr.  HAMER  said  the  fentleraan  was  undoubtedly 
correct  as  lo  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  but  this 
was  the  first  time  he  ever  heard.it  intimated  that  Con- 


gress had  not  the  pover  lo  limit  the  term  of  Ihe  lerritO' 
rial  judges- 
Mr.  HOAB  replied,  that  if  Ibe  genlleman  bad  never 
heard  it  before,  it  was  because  Ihe  subject  had  neytt 
before  been  brought  into  riiacusaion.  If  the  proposition 
now  before  the  House  bad  ever  been  passed,  it  was  by 
inadvertence. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Maryland,  said  he  had  risen  for  Ihe 
purpose  of  stating  that  this  subject  had  not  been  paased 
upon  In  Ihe  committee  without  invcatigatlon  and  diacua- 
sion.  The  chairman,  at  an  early  period  after  the  refer- 
ence of  Ihe  bill,  had  called  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  thia  part  of  il,  and  to  Ihatarlicleof  Iheeonatltution 
which  fixes  the  tenure  ot  judicial  office.  This  conslltu- 
tional  provialon  had  regulited  the  aclion  of  Ihe  committee 
in  Ibis  matter.  They  had  not  entered  into  the  consider- 
ation of  what  was  expedient,  because  they  had  ihli 
higher  rule  of  action.  The  conatitution  vesta  the  judicisl 
power  of  Ihe  United  Stales  in  ■  Supreme  Court  and  auch 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall,  from  lime  to  lime,  es- 
tablish, and  prescribes  that  the  judges,  both  of  Ihe  su- 
preme and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
good  behaviour.  The  third  aeellon  of  the  fourth  arlicle 
gives  to  Congress  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
reguUlionl  far  the  territory  of  the  United  Slalea.  But 
Ihe  committee  supposed  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise 
of  this  power,  were  liable  to  alt  Ihe  inhiblllona,  and  bound 
by  every  fundsmenlal  principle  prescribed  in  the  consti- 
tution. The  discretion  with  which  they  were  invested 
was  not  arbitrary  and  unlimited,  but  restrained  by  the 
general  providoos  ofthe  constitution.  If  not  restrained 
by  each  and  every  conatiluiional  principle,  Ihe  power  of 
legrsUtlng  fur  the  Tlerrltories  was  not  restrained  at  aM, 
and  it  followed  ihat  Congress,  in  passing  any  regulation 
which  they  deemed  needful  and  proper,  were  absolved 
from  all  constitutional  obligations,  however  imperative 
they  might  be  in  olher  cases.  This  tlie  commit  lee  thought 
a  ndattio  ad  aimtrdumi  ihey  therefore  rejected  il,  and 
fullowedthe  general  constitutional  rule  of  judicial  tenureJ 

11  has  been  asid,  air,  that  Ihe  courts  proposed  lo  be 
established  in  the  Wisconsin  Territury  are  not  courts  of 
Ihe  United  States,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution. 
Bui  the  committee  could  perceive  no  principle  which 
made  thfse  courts  an  exception;  apart  ofthe  judicial 
power  of  the  United  Slalea  is  vested  in  themi  iney  de- 
rive iheir  existence  from  the  Government  of  Ihe  United 
Stales;  Ihe  judicial  system  which  they  are  created  to  s>d- 
minisler  ia  eslsbllslied  by  the  Government  of  ibe  United 
States)  the  judges  are  appointed,  paid,  and  liable  lo  im- 
pcBchmenr,  by  Ihe  Government  ofthe  United  Stales.  The 
only  difference  seems  to  he,  thai  the  residence  of  Ihe 
judges  and  the  seal  of  justice  must  be  lirllhin  the  limit* 
ofa  Territury  instead  ofa  State. 

The  commiilee  were  well  aware  that  a  different  pre- 
cedent had  been  set  in  other  Territories,  but  they  could 
not  perceive  any  reason  fur  these  precedents,  nor  ac- 
knowledge thctr  obligation  to  be  as  valid  and  binding  a* 
that  nf  an  express  conititutional  requisition.  They  tup- 
posed  that  Congreai  bad  hitherto  legislaled  on  this  sub. 
Ject  without  careful  reference  to  the  conalilulion,  and, 
at  all  events,  their  departure  from  the  provisions  of  that 
instrument  would  not  aulhorize  us  lo  disregard  it  now. 

Mr.  TOUCEV  remarked  that,  in  four  or  five  years, 
Wisconsin  would  come  into  the  Union,  and  form  a  Stale 
of  her  own.  We  were  not  tiow  forming  a 
for  her,  and  resorting  to  original  principles, 
but  were  merely  administering  the  conatitiiiion  of  the 
Uniled  States  as  it  is.  The  judges  of  the  Tenitoriei, 
when  sppoinled,  hold  their  offices  under  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  under  that  of  any  oF  the 
Slates.  If  the  gentleman  who  made  this  motion  was  ofa 
different  opinion,  he  would  l>eg  him  not  to  erabarrawthc 
paMsge  of  thi*  bill  by  prcning  the  question  oow-. 
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Hr.  CUSHHAN,  after  reourkin^  thai  he  did  not  «uh 
Id  deity  the  bill  bjr  thii  dlKiunon,  withdrew  the.  motion. 

The  bill  vit  then  ordered  to  be  enrrotted  Tor  ft  third 
reiding',  tnd  wm  read  a  third  time  and  puicd. 

RETRENCH  HBNT. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  aiked  the  consent  ofthe  Houie  to 
offer  certain  refolutioiuj  which  were  read,  ai  followi: 

1.  JUK>heJ,  That  •  aelect  comniiltee  be  appointed, 
wfaoie  duty  it  (hail  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  Uouie 
what  retrenchment*,  if  an;',  can  be  made,  with  lafety  to 
the  public  intcreiti,  in  the  annual  eipeniea  of  Congren. 

3.  Ruohtd,  That  a  mIccI  committee  be  appointed, 
whoM  duty  it  thill  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  thii  Houie 
whetiier  any  relrenchment  can  be  made  witli  aarcty  to 
the  public intercat,  in  Ih*  ezpcniea  ofthe  Treasury  De- 
partmenli  whether  an  effective  lystem  of  accountability 
TOT  the  cotleotion  and  dlibunemeni  of  the  public  money- 
is  there  eatabliahedi  whether  bankabe  neceMair  for  the 
fiuat  purpoMi  of  the  Governnienti  whether  the  inter- 
conrte  ofthe  Depart  ment  with  tliedepoiitetianki,  or  any 
of  them,  bat  been  or  li  conducted  throUKh  the  inatru- 
mentality  of  an  intermediary  a^nti  if  so,  whether  luch 
agent  receives  comprnMiion  for  hii  serriceK  and,  if  to, 
by  whom  the  nme  ii  paid)  and  whether  ooniTnunications 
between  mch  agent  and  ttw  Department  are  verbal  or  in 
writing,  and  regarded  by  the  Department  aa  public  and 
official,  or  prirate  and  confidentialt  whether  it  is,  or  hu 
been,  the  practice  of  the  Bepartment  to  make  transfers 
of  public  moneys  from  one  bank  or  place  of  depoaite  to 
■iMther,  for  the  accommodation,  use,  orheneRi,  of  bank- 
ing institutions,  or  for  any  other  purpoae  than  to  meet 
the  eiigencies  of  the  Governmenti  whether  it  is,  or  has 
been,  the  practice  or  ustge  of  the  Departments  to  draw 
from  the  Treasury  moneys  appropriated  for  the  public 
■erriee,  in  sums  not  necessary  for  immediate  uset  >f  so, 
to  what  extent,  and  for  what  purposes,  and  whether,  in 
any  ease,  payments  of  money  are  or  have  been  made 
□r  aulboriied,  out  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  public  col- 
lectors, or  in  plaoes  of  deposite,  without  previous  appro- 
priation or  previous  warrant. 

3.  Baolvtd,  That  a  select  committee  he  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  tu  inquire  and  report  to  this  House 
whatretrenchmenta,ifsn7,canbe  made  with  aafety  to  the 
public  interest,  in  the  expenses  of  the  Navy  Department. 

4.  Rttolvtd,  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  in<juire  and  report  to  this  House 
whtt  retrenchments,  if  any,  can  be  made  in  the  expenses 
ofthe  Department  of  War. 

5.  Baa/ted,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
whoae  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House 
what  retrenchments,  if  any,  can  he  made  with  safety  to 
the  public  interest,  in  the  eipenaes  of  the  department 
of  Indian  Affaire)  whether  any  defecis  exist  in  tlic  or- 
nniialion  or  regulation  of  the  said  department,  or  abuses 
in  the  management  of  its  affairs;  and.  If  so,  in  what  man- 
ner the  same  should  be  corrected  or  prevented. 

6.  Saohtd,  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed, 
whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House 
wtist  retrenchment,  if  any,  can  be  made  with  safety  to 
the  public  interest,  in  the  expenses  of  the  General  Land 
Office  and  Bounty  Land  Offiee;  whether  any  defects 
exist  in  the  organization  or  reg;ulalions  of  asid  offices, 
neglect  of  duties  confided  to  those  who  hare  the  man- 
agement or  superintendency  of  the  said  officest  and,  if 
so,  the  bestmeansof  remedying  such  defects,  and  of  cor- 
recting and  preventing  such  abuses.  Ktm,  to  inquire 
what  abuses  or  fnuds,  ifany,  have  Uken  place,  or  eiitt, 
in  the  management  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land*,  by 
the  registers  or  receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  or 
by  other  persona)  whether  any  illegal  or  improper  spec- 
ulations have  been  entered  Into  by  the  said  registers  or 
rcccivcn  in  the  land*  sold  bj  thetn,  or  ia  the  Indian  ret- 


ervations)  whether  the  wid  registers  or  receivers,  or  any 
of  them,  have  received  compensation  from  pcrtona  ap- 
plying to  become  purchiiers  of  public  Isnda,  or  have  be- 
come interested  in  tbeir  purchases)  whether  the  said  re- 
ceivers have  duly  and  ftiilhfully  paid  over  the  moneys  re- 
ceived by  them  according  to  instructions  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department;  and  in  Jteneral  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
agement of  the  offices  of  the  said  registers  snd  receivers, 
snd  into  the  manner  of  making  asles  or  purchases  of  pub- 
lic lands)  to  point  out  the  defects  or  frauds^  if  any,  in 
such  management  and  tale<^  and  surest  such  meaturea 
as  the  public  interest  may  require- 

7.  Baohed,  That  *  select  committee  be  appointed, 
whoae  duty  it  shall  be  revise  the  laws  relative  to  the  privi- 
lege of  franking!  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lim- 
iting, or  more  accurately  defining,  the  said  privilegci 
of  authorizing  the  transmission  of  all  public  documents, 
official  cam  muni  cations,  and  newspipers,  free  of  pottage, 
and  of  increasing  the  postage  upon  magazinra  and 
pamphlets,  ether  than  those  published  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, or  either  House  thereof. 

8.  Raoived,  Thtt  the  several  committeea  appoioled 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  retrenching  the  ex- 
penses of  the  several  Department*  bo  inalructed  also  to 
m(|uire  whether  any  abuses  exist  in  soliciting  or  pro- 
curing clerkships  or  appDinlmenti  in  the  tame,  and  in 
the  payment  or  receipt  of  the  salaries  annexed  to  such 
clerkships  or  appointments. 

9.  Raohtd,  That  each  of  the  foregoing  committees 
be  authorized  to  tend  for  persons  and  papers^  and  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

10.  Retolttd,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  of  this  House 
thst  in  the  appointment  of  all  committees,  standing  or 
select,  by  the  Speaker,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  appoint  a 
majority,  at  the  letst,  of  the  members  thereof,  without 
reipcct  to  party,  of  tbeindltidusls  in  his  judgment  moat 
competent  and  most  disposed  to  perform  the  duties 
prescribed  to  said  committees,  respeolivety,  and  promote 
the  objects  contemplated  in  their  appointment. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  retolullont  indicated. 

Hr.  HILLIGAN  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion, and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ttivei  Yeas  83,  naya  83.  There  not  being  two  thiri 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  lost. 

PEA  PATCH  (3LAHD. 

The  bill  to  authoriie  a  compromise,  and  to  secure  to 
Ihc  United  States  the  title  to  Pea  Patch  island,  in  the 
river  Delaware,  coming  up, 

Hr.  HILLIGAN  said  he  was  not  in  hi*  seat  the  other 
day  when  (his  bill  was  before  the  coaimiltee,  or  he  should 
have  responded  to  the  call  which  he  understood  wti 
made  on  him  by  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Wnimx- 
szi.l  That  honorable  gentlemsn,  knowing  that  it  re. 
luted  to  a  matter  which  might  posubiy  affect  the  Slate 
which  he  (Ur.  M.)  had  the  honor  to  reipresent  on  thii 
floor,  tiatuially  supposed  he  could  not  be  indifferent  to 
ita  fate.  Nor  was  he  sog  and  had  he  been  present  on 
that  occasion,  be  should  certainty  hare  objected  then, 
as  he  did  now,  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure. 
-  What  (asked  Mr.  H.)  is  tbis  hill,  and  what  does  it  pro. 
pose?  It  is  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money)  and  it  propoeatt 
with  thia  sum,  to  compromise  a  title,  or,  in  other  word*, 
to  purchase  aJI  the  right  and  title  set  up  by  a  certain  in- 
dividual to  an  is'and  in  the  river  Delaware,  called  lh« 
Pea  Patch,  on  which  Fort  Delsware  stood  until  It  wta 
unfortunately  deitroyed  by  fire,  ind  where  it  it  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  recontlruet  it. 

The  occupancy  of  this  itUnd  it  now,  yid  ht*  been  for 
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•Mae  tjine  put,  in  tbe  Government  of  the  Uaited  St&lei. 
The  emrernment  derired  its  right  to  it  froin  tbe  Stale  of 
Delkivire,  who  ceded  it  by  ui  act  o(  the  LegiaUture  in 
1813.  on  the  Mle  CDndiiion  thai  a  fort  ith  to  be  erected 
■nd  OMintained.  The  State  of  Delaware  derived  iti  tille 
through  a  frranl  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  Wittiam  Peon, 
in  tbe  reign  of  King  Cbarlea  II. 

The  words  of  deacription  in  that  grant  were  tbe  fol- 
lowing: "All  that  town  of  New  Cwile,  otherw'ne  called 
Detawarr,  and  all  that  tract  of  land  ifing  within  the 
comptM  or  circle  of  twelve  milei  abniit  the  aame,  situate, 
l^ing,  and  being,  upon  the  river  Delaware,  in  America, 
and  all  islands  in  the  said  river  Delaware,  and  the  said 
river  and  soil  (hereof,  lying  north  of  the  louthernDiDBt  part 
of  (aid  circle  at  twelve  miles  about  the  said  town,  to- 

S ether  with  all  rents,  services,  roj'sliiea,  franchiies, 
utlei,  jurisdictions,  liberties,  and  privilege;,  Ihereuato 
belonging." 

And  by  a  subsequent  deed  of  feofTment,  executed  on 
the  24(h  of  Auguit,  16Ba,  the  Duke  of  York  further 
granted  to  William  Penn  "all  that  tract  of  land  upon 
Delaware  river  and  bay,  begnnning  twelve  miles  south 
from  tbe  town  of  New  Castle,  otherwise  called  Dela- 
ware, and  entering  so  to  the  Uasr  killB,  otherwise  called 
Cape  Henlopen,  logether  with  the  riirers,  &c.,  siluatBd 
in,  or  belonging  unto,  (he  limits  and  bounds  aforesaid;" 
ibua  conveying  to  that  distinguished  personage  a  clear 
title  to  whit  was  formerly  called  "the  three  lower  coun- 
tiea  upon  Delaware."  And  under  these  grants  the  State 
of  Delaware  his  always  claimed  and  exercised  exclu- 
sive title  and  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  waters  of 
Delaware  within  these  limits.  The  island  in  qucition 
falls  within  these  bounds,  and,  up  to  (he  time  ofcession, 
I  consider  thst  the  tille  of  Delaware  lo  It  was  good 
•gainst  the  tvortd. 

Before  the  present  elaimanl,  then,  who  la  to  be  re- 
lieved by  (his  bill,  can  properly  call  upon  Congress  to 
pay  ihis  or  any  other  sum  on  account  of  his  claim,  he 
ought  to  show  ihat  he  his  reslly  some  title  to  dispoae  of. 
And  how  is  Ihis  fact  to  be  eGtablished?  Why,  precisely 
as  all  other  fscts  of  a  similar  character  are  ascertained: 
to  wit,  by  going  to  the  courts,  by  insiiiuting  legal  pro- 
ceedings, by  a  jury  trial,  by  an  action  of  ejectment, 
where  lie  who  holds  the  strongest  and  the  best  tille  will 
recover.  And,  according  to  this  report,  Ihe  claimant 
underatands  this  process,  having  once  before  resorted  to 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country.  It  seems  that,  soon 
after  the  cession  from  Delaware,  be  actually  commenced 
a  suit  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales  fur  the 
Jersey  district,  against  the  agenii  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, to  recover  back  possession.  But,  for  some 
reason,  best  known  to  liimsrlf  and  his  legal  advisers,  lie 
suffered  a  nonsuit  in  October  term,  1830.  Why  did  he 
not  prosecute  his  canse  to  a  conclusion*  Such  would 
have  been  the  natiirsl  course  oT  one  who  had  any  conB- 
ilence  in  his  claim,  and  his  falling  to  do  so  raises  a  strong 
presumption  aninst  it. 

Again,  sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,]  even  admitting  that  there 
was  some  doubt  with  regard  to  the  title,  that  alone  is  not 
sufficient  Id  warrant  this  sppropriatlon.  For  I  find,  on 
looking  into  tbe  report,  a  document  purporting  to  be  an 
agreement,  by  which  (he  claimant,  through  his  authori- 
zed agent,  has  bound  himself  lo  transfer  (o  (he  United 
States  all  his  right  and  (itle  to  this  property,  fur  Ihe  sum 
of  seventeen  thnusand  dollars,  whenever  the  Government 
^all  be  utisfied  as  to  i(*  validity.  Now,  I  ask,  (said 
Mr.  H.,)  where  is  the  evidence  of  this  fact*  Give  us 
tbe  proof  that  Ihe  United  Slates  are  satisfied  on  this 
point.  Can  you  6nd  it  in  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General,  tbe  law  officer  of  the  United  Stales'  Undoubt- 
edly not.  He  hsB  expressed  doubts,  but  he  has  cau- 
tiously withheld  the- expression  of  any  decided  opinion 
on  tbe  meriU.     HftVC  tbe  Judiciary  Committre  of  Ihia 


Honae,  who  are  supposed  to  have  peculiar  cognizance  of 
all  legal  queatioas,  invettigated  tlua  matter?  Never,  sir. 
It  has  never  been  before  them  itir  their  judgment.  Ttii*. 
bill  comes  from  tbe  Cammittee  on  Military  Affaira,  ac- 
companied by,  I  must  say,  with  all  due  respect  for  thoae 
gentlemen,  a  most  atrange  report — strange,  because, 
like  the  Attorney  General,  they  give  no  express  opinion 
~~  "ihe  question  of  title.     Th^y  content  themselves  by 


of  admitting  the  claim,  wholly  suppressing,  at  U 
time,  the  argument  furnished  by  Ihe  district  attorney  for 
the  Delawaredistrict,  andabotliat  of  IhcUtedistinguisli- 
ed  Czsar  A.  Rodney,  who  was  employed  by  the  United 
States  in  the  case  alluded  to,  both  going  directly  against 
the  claim.  Haw,  then,  can  it  be  pretended  Ihat  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  are  satisfied  as  to  ita 
validity,  the  condition  precedent  upon  which  tbe  money 

Ttie  truth  is,  sir,  it  has  no  foundation  whatever  in  law 
or  equity,  and,  if  it  be  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  a  ju- 
dicial investigation,  it  will  so  appear. 

Let  tlie  parly,  tben,  go  to  the  courta.  There  is  the 
proper  plsee  to  pursue  and  to  vindicate  his  rights.  The 
United  States  owe  it  to  themselves,  to  the  importAiice  of 
(he  subject,  to  have  this  question  levied  by  tlie  severest 
trial.  They  owe  it,  likewise,  to  the  Slate  by  whom  the 
cession  was  made,  and  whose  rights  may  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  a  (leciaion.  For,  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  \i  that 
Stste  had  no  right  to  tliis  island  under  the  grant  referred 
to,  she  haa  no  right  to  Keedy  Island,  where  vou  are  about 
to  erect  piers — she  has  no  right  to  Bombay  Hook,  on 
which  you  lisve  already  built  a  light-house — and  she  liaa 
no  riglit  or  jurisdiction  over  that  spot  at  the  mouth  of 
Delaware  bay  where,  with  a  laudable  zesl,  you  are  now 
rearing,  at  immense  cost,  a  noble  pile  of  granitf,  \a 
shelter  your  commerce  against  the  storms  of  the. ocean. 
Pass  this  bill,  sir,  under  the  delusive  pretext  of  quieting 
a  tille  to  property  which  you  now  own,  and  you  will 
awaken  more  claims  against  Ihe  United  States  than  even 
your  overdawing  and  redundant  Treasury  can  astlsfy. 
Upon  every  principle,  both  of  expediency  aad  juiitice, 
it  ought  to  be  rejected- 

Hr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  and  Ur.  HARDIN,  folloa- 
ed — tbe  former  in  favor  of  tbe  bill,  and  the  lallcr  in  op- 
position lo  it. 

Hr.  NABDIN  moved  to  postpone  tbe  further  con»d- 
eratloD  of  the  bill  till  Friday  next. 

After  some  discuision  on  this  motion,  in  which  thg 
merits  of  (he  bill  werv  alao  debated, 

Mr,  LANE  moved  an  adjuummeiitg  which  was  agreed 


The  House  aJjoumed. 

S^TiraniT,  Apxil  9. 
RETKENCHUENT  AND  REFORM. 
Hr.  ROBEHTSON  asked  and  obtained  p 
Ihe  House  to  make  an  explanation,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  himself  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Houia 
from  the  supposition  thai,  in  one  of  (be  resolutions  he 
offered  yesterday,  be  bad  intended  (o  wound  the  feelings 
of  Ihe  Speaker.  It  would  be  reeollrcied  thst  he  offered 
several  resoiutions,  having  for  their  object  an  investiga- 
tion into  (tie  great  subject  of  retrenchment  and  reform. 
There  was  one  resolution,  touching  (be  sppointment  of 
cummiitees,  which,  he  had  been  informed,  was  supposed 
to  reflect  upon  Ihe  conduct  of  the  present  Speaker,  and 
as  implying  censure  upon  him.  He  ruse  for  the  purpoae 
of  declaring,  candidly  and  distinctly,  (hat  such  was  not 
Ihe  object  or  intention  of  Ihe  resolution.  He  wouldatata 
what  his  object  was.  He  had  not  supposed  that  tlie 
Speaker  haj  violated  bit  duty  or  the  usage  of  the  Houw 
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in  ihe  appointment  of  comniLttni,  but  lh*t  he  bad  itrict- 
)y  conformed  to  it.  But  bii  object  wm  to  imbody  in  > 
resoluiion  wh*t  b«  thought  should  be  >  rule  of  the 
House,  thkl  the  Spekher  ihould  letecl  members  of  com- 
milteei  witb  re^rd  (o  their  fitncM  to  accompriih  the 
•bject  dcnred,  and  ihould  not  in  mny  lunner  regird  po- 
litical pirliu.  It  it  diatlnctly  known,  Ihe  ftct  could  not 
be  d'Meuii<<ii.tl»(  ■(  pment,  and  pcrhipi  froB  the  firtt 
eitabiitfament  of  the  Govcrnmeni,  a  rerj'  large  propor- 
tion of  the  commiltee*  are  headed  by,  and  a  miuoriijr  of 
their  memben  compoted  of,  gentlemen  of  one  political 
complexion.  He  had  not  luppowd  the  Speaker  had 
violated,  but  had  cooformed  to,  this  tuage.  He  had, 
however,  an  idea,  perhaps  a  vsin  one,  that  regard  should 
be  lud  alone  to  the  dcipalch  of  business,  and  the  quali- 
flcationi  of  gentlemen  for  particular  duties,  and  not  to 
their  political  opinions. 

I  assure  you,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  R.,)  that  nothing  in 
your  conduct  towards  me,  cither  in  the  ohair  or  out  of  it, 
has  occurred toinduoe  meto  inSicIa  wound  upon  your 
feelings. 

He  would  withdraw  that  resolution,  and  respeclFuIFy 
ask  leave  to  ofTer  the  ramaming  resolution*  in  a  more 
condensed  fonn.  He  hoped  the  House  would  permit 
the  qaestion  to  be  taken  on  tliem.  It  might  be  said  it 
was  loo  late  in  the  sessiooi  but  it  was  well  known  that 
there  had  but  seldom  been  an  opportunity  of  nfTering 
rcaolutions  during  this  KWion,  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  arrangement  of  business.  During  the  last 
Congress  a  resolution  on  similar  subjects  had  been  intro- 
duced as  late  as  the  10th  of  April,  and  the  comuutiee  for 
■nveatigatbig  the  Post  Office  Departiaent  as  late  as  the 
36lh  (if  June.  He  considered  one  of  these  resolutions, 
at  least,  as  ofgreat  importance — that  touching  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  Land  Officei  and  this  duty  could  not  be 
well  performed,  except  by  'a  committee,  well  versed  in 
in  such  matters,  that  should  be  appointed  to  sit  in  the 
recess,  and  visit  the  offices  of  the  registers  and  reeeiv- 

Mr.  QALBRAITH,  from  the  Commiltee  of  Claims, 
repotted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  La- 
tham, with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  VIN  rOK  made  some  remarks  lii  favor  of  the 
■mendment,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  RIPLEV,  who 
was  opposed  to  its  adoption. 

Before  any  question  was  taken,  Mr.  WHITTLESEY 
cslkd  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  asked  leave  to  offer  Ihe  resolu- 
tions presented  by  him  yesterday)  which  being  objected 
to,  ha  moved  a  suspenmon  of  the  rules,  snd  desired  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion. 

The  reading  of  ttie  resolutions  Was  then  called  for,  and 
objected  to,  when  Mr.  RUSEHT90N  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule*  to  allow  of  their  being  read,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  VANDEBPOKL  moved  to  lay  both  motions  on 
tb*  tabki  which  motion,  having  been  ordered  to  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmsave:  Yeas  98,  nays  75. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  the  consent  of  the  Huuse  to 
offer  the  fulluwing  mulution: 

Raohed,  That  the  second  Monday  in  Hay,  and  the 
three  succeeding  days,  after  the  hour  of  13  o'clock,  be 
set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  gradiiale  and 
reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  such  other 
propositions  as  may  be  involved  in  the  final  settlement 
oftlte  question,  provided  so  much  time  as  above  speci- 
fied shall  be  required  for  the  purpose. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  HAMfBGAN  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule  to  enable  him  to  oH'er  bis  resolution, 
and  asked  that  it  be  read  fur  Information. 

ftlr.  MEKCBR  aaid,  as  a  umilar  request  had  Just  been 
denied  hit  respectable  and  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 


RoBiBmoir,]  be  mutt  object  to  the  reading  of  this  rcM- 
lution. 

Mr.  HANNBGAN  did  not  expect  to  meet  with  this 
captious  objection  from  the  gentleman  last  up.  He 
would,    however,   not    presa   his    pruposition    at  that 

Mr.  WISE  rose  again  to  atk  the  eonaent  of  the  House 
(notwithstanding  the  notiee  which  he  said  he  had  given 
tbst  he  would  not  sgaln  press  the  proposition)  to  pemil 
him  to  offer  a  resalntion  in  reference  to  the  agency  Etc., 
connected  with  the  depositet  of  Ihe  public  moneys. 

Mr.  W.  read  the  resolution,  and  remarked  that  he  un- 
derstood several  gentlemen  had  voted  against  its  intro- 
duction on  a  former  day,  on  account  of  the  preamble. 
He  hsd  withdrawn  the  preamble,  and  he  hoped  the  res- 
olution would  be  received  and  adopted  without  debate. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  WI9E  noted  to  scispend 
the  rules  to  ensble  him  to  present  the  rewhttion,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayai  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  soipend 
the  rules  on  Ihe  table. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  for  Ihe  yeas  and  nsys  on  the  lat- 
ter motioni  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  95, 
nays  89: 

Yxia— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ath,  Bean,  Boon,  Bovee, 
Buchanan,  Bums,  Casey,  Chahey,  Chspin,  Cleveland, 
Coffise,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Dickerson, 
Dromgoale,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fsriin,  French, 
William  K.  Fuller,  Gilbnrih,  Gillet,  Qla«u>ck,  J.. Hall, 
Hsmer,  Kannegan,  Samuel  3.  Harrison,  AlbcH  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Haynea,  Hendenon,  Holsey,  Howard, 
Hubley.Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  R.  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnsori,  Benjamin 
Junes,Judson,Keniton,Rilgore,Kinnard,LaDe,Lawrence, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomss  Lee,  Leonard,  Login, 
Job  Mann,  Manning,  William  Mason,  Motes  Mason,  May, 
McKim,  Mcl.ene,  Moore,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearee,  Phelps,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane,  Rogers, 
Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Speight,  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Thomsa,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill,  Vanderpoel,  Wsgener,  Ward,  Webster,  Week*, 
Whiltleaey— 95. 

N*ts— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heroan  Allen,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Bunch,  John  Cal- 
hoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, George  Chambers,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Darlington, 
Doubleday,.  Evans,  Everett,  Fry,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harper,  Hazeltlne,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Inger- 
soll,  Janes,  Jsrvis,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  I«ve, 
Martin,  John  Y.  Mason,  HcCsrty,  McComas,  McKen- 
nan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Morris,  Pettigrew,  Pey- 
ton, Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Robertson,  Russell,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  St  ore  r,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wash- 
ington, Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wllllsms,  Wise~83. 

So  the  motion  to  suspend  the  ruks  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were  then  taken  up,  and  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  such  private 
bills  as  would  not  give  rise  to  debate)  when  several  bills 
were  taken  up,  rend  a  third  time,  antl  passed. 

The  Houie  then  resumed  the  consideratioi     '  -■-  -  ' '" 


3  anthorize 


1  compromise,  i 


■e  to  the  United 
States  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  In  the  river  Del- 
Some  debate  was  had  on  the  subject  hy  Mr,  HARDIN, 
and  Mr.    ROBBRTSON,  of  Virginia,  when   Mr.  PEY- 
TON  took  the  Soon  but,  after  a  short  ti 
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oithout  conoluding  h'tt  r«inarki,  to  a  motion  (bkt  th« 
The  HouM  ■ccordmgl]'  idjourned. 

HosDiT,  Afhil  11. 
THE  PUBLIC  LAND3. 

The  rnolutioni  rrora  th«  LepilUuM  of  Kentucky,  A\- 
rectlng  thsSeniton  and  reqiicKing;  the  Reprexntativei 
of  that  8t»te  lo  rote  far  a  bill  to  dirtribute  the  reyenue 
ariiinr  from  lalei  of  public  land*  among  the  Mven] 
Slatei,  for  Ibe  purpoxi  of  internal  improrenient  and  ed' 
ucillon,  being  fint  in  order,  were  taken  up> 

Mr.  SfBIGHT  moTcd  to  postpone  the  conii deration 
of  thoM  reflolutionn,  for  the  purpoie  of  receiving  peti- 
tion! and  meinoriali,  and  fuch  reiolutionl  aa  Tould  not 
pTe  riie  to  debate. 

Hr.  GRAVES  remarked  that  he  hoped  the  Houie 
would  not  allow  Che  coniideratian  of  any  other  uibject  to 
■uperaede  that  of  the  reioliitioni  of  the  Kentucky  Legia- 
lalure,  now  before  it.  Only  about  one  hour  on  e«ch 
Monday  can  be  AettAxA  to  the  conaideration  ofthero,  un- 
der the  present  order  of  buiinetii  and  it  aeemed  to  him 
that  a  subject  of  iuch  ^nersl  interest  is  al  least  entitled 
to  this  small  portion  of  our  tinie.  The  distribution  of  tbe 
sales  of  the  public  lands  is  a  subject  in  which  every 
State  in  thia  Union  f^els  a  deep  interest,  and  ii  ought  not 
to  be  set  aside  vilhout  some  good  resign.  The  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  in  suspending  the 
conaideration  of  thia  subject  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
petitions,  may  be  attained  by  diapenaing  with  (be  rules 
to-morrow  for  Ihit  purpose.  And  he  (Mr.  G,)  was  un- 
able  to  account  why  that  gentleman  had  chosen  to.  make 
bii  motion  lo-diy,  when  he  knows  the  effect  of  it  will 
be  lo  occupy  tbe  very  small  portion  of  lime  sllotled  by 
the  House  to  thia  subject,  one  in  which  Kentucky  has  a 
much  greater  direct  interest  than  any  other  upon  which 
this  Congresa  will  likely  act.  I  trust,  sir,  the  motion 
Viil  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  suggested  lo  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  a  modiEcation,  that  the  House  should  proceed 
to  receive  petitions  and  reaolutioni;  and  afterwards 
■bould  proceed  lo  the  conaideration  of  the  reaolutions. 

Ur.  BOON  thought  that  the  Ksolutions  involved  ques- 
tion* important  lo  be  settled,  and  especially  important  to 
the  people  of  the  Slate  he  repreaenled.  He  aaid  they 
could  come  up  but  once  a  week,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  be  diacuated  and  diapoaed  of  wilboul  delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the  fur- 
ther conaideration  of  the  Kentucky  resolutions,  and  de- 
cided  in  Ihe  affirmative  without  a  count. 
DEPOSITS  BANKS. 

Hr.   WISE  ofiered  the  following  resolution;  which 

BenAied,  That  a  aelect  cammitlee  be  appointed,  with 
po«er  to  aend  for  peraons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into 
the  agency  or  mode  of  aeleciing  the  bank*  of  deposite 
far  the  pulilic  money,  and  into  Ihe  contracts  with  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  they  are  regulated,  and 
into  tbe  manner  in  which,  and^  the  persons  by  whom, 
aueh  contracts  are  madei  and  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  connexion  or  relation,  official  or  un- 
official, exiata,  or  has  existed,  between  a  certain  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  between  li'm  and  the  banks  of  depnsite  of 
the  public  money,  and  into  the  extent  of  his  agency  gen- 
eral^, in  keeping  and  controlling  the  public  money,  and 
into  the  amount  of  his  compensation,  whether  the  same 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  or  by  the  depoaile 
banks)  snd  thst  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made. 


Mr.  WISE  moved  to  auspend  the  rule*  for  Ihe  pur- 
pose of  enabling  him  to  off^r  the  resolutioni  and  there* 
upon  the  yea*  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  rejected: 
TeasSJ,  nay*  SS—not  two  thirds, 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  having  offered  a  reaoluUon,  Mr, 
WISE  objected  to  ita  reception,  with  a  view  to  teat  the 
sense  of  the  Hovue  in  regard  lo  the  conatruction  of  Ihe 
order  adapted  by  the  House  this  morning,  for  tbe  pre- 
senlation  of  petitions  and  reaolutiona. 

TbeCHAIRstated  that  hehad  underslCNxl  it  to  be  tbe 
intention  of  the  House  to  direct  that  those  rcsolutiom 
only  which  were  not  excepted  to  should  be  received, 
and  that  the  resolution  now  objected  lo  could  not  be  re- 
ceived, under  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE  appealed  rrooi  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  some  conversation  took  place  on  the  subject,  which 
waamlerrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  ofone  o'clock, 
when  the  special  order  wa*  called  for- 

Mr.  W.  moved  that  the  rule*  be  suspended  for  Ihe 
purpose  of  continuing  Ihe  call  of  Ihe  States  for  petition* 
and  resolutions  glviog  rise  lo  no  debalet  which  motion 
was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended for  the  purpoae  of  continuing  the  call  of  the 
State*  for  petltioni^  excluding  those  which  might  give 
rise  to  debate. 

Several  petitions  and  memorials  were  then  presented 
and  referred. 

EXPURGATION  OF  THE  JOURNALS. 

Mr.  JENIFER  offered  to  present  certain  resolution* 
psssed  by  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  protesting  agaioat 
the  expunolion  from  the  journal*  of  the  proceedings  of 
either  House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  THOMAS  objected  to  tbe  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution* at  thia  time. 

Mr.  JENIFER  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  resola- 
tions,  snd  he  should  move  that  they  be  printed , 

Mr.  THOMAS  objected  to  any  action  on  the  resolu- 
tions lo.day,  and  hoped  they  would  be  laid  over  until 
Monday  next,  when,  under  the  rules,  they  could  be  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  had  hoped  that  the  resolution* 
would  have  been  presented  either  by  his  colleague  or 
one  of  hia  friends  from  tbe  city  of  Baltimore)  he  ahould 
have  been  hippy  to  hare  had  the  benefit  of  their  advice 
as  to  their  dlapoaitioni  but  he  hoped  Ihey  would  be  read, 
as  he  discovered  a  disposition  to  suppress  them  entirely. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  was  misunderstood  by  hia  col- 
league. He  did  not  object  to  the  reception  of  theae 
reaolutiona  on  account  oF  their  contents,  but  it  was  un- 
necessary  to  read  them,  He  knew  they  professed  to 
express  Ihe  voice  of  the  people  of  Maryiaod.  Now, 
whether  they  attempted  to  give  that  voice  as  to  one 
question  or  another,  he  should  equally  protest  against 
their  reception  this  morning.  The  House  has  suspended 
its  rules  to  receive  petitions  and  such  reaolutiona  aa  will 
give  rise  to  no  debate.  Whenever  any  resolution  shall 
be  presented,  designed  lo  produce  impressions  aa  lo  the 
opinion*  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  be  desired  lo  have 
an  opportunity  to  ahow  that  Ihe  Legislature  of  Maryland 
ought  not  to  be  conaidered  a  fair  exponent  of  the  popti- 
lar  will,  Tbe  character  of  the  Government  of  that 
Stale  is  such,  that  the  nujorily  have  been  ruled  by  the 
minority  for  years.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  ill  be- 
comes any  man  to  parade  before  the  country  resolution* 
oftlie  Maryland  Legialature  as  evidence  that  tbe  people 
of  the  State  are  for  or  againai  any  particular  measure  of 
national  policy.  Let  the  gentleman  preaeni  his  resolu- 
tions on  next  Monday,  or  any  other  day,  when  the  rules 
of  tbe  House  do  not  forbid  all  explanation  or  discus- 
sion) and  then  be  (Mr,  T,}  would  take  care  to  make 
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ivch  eipUnatlont  ■■  to  the  o^itniKition  of  Ihe  GoTcrn- 
menl  oF  Maryland  ai  would  guard  agt'mit  Talse  imprei- 
■loni.  He  would  show  thit,  in  conKquence  of  Ihe  un- 
ju>t  apportionment  of  reprewntatlon,  two  ffalrda  of  the 
people  might  be  for,  and  yet  two  thirdi  of  Ibe  Maryland 
Legislature  would  be  againil,  any  particular  measure  of 
national  policy.  If  ^ntlemen  are  diipo«ed  to  do  that 
wliieh  L)  fair,  they  will  not  pren  the  preuntation  of 
Ibeae  reaolutiont  now,  when  all  explanations  are  out  of 

The  rcBolutioni  were  then  hid  orer  till  Monday  ncxi. 
ANTI-SLAVERY  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  8LADB,  who  atated  he  waa  out  of  h'n  aeat  when 
the  State  of  Vermont  waaealled,  Ihenroaeand  preienled 
a  memorial  from  Dr.  Alley  and  eighty -Gve  other  individ- 
imIs,  repreaenling  themaelTCs  to  be  citiaeni  of  PhiU- 
delpbia,  againM  Ihe  admiaion  of  Arkanaaa  into  the  Union 
with  a  conatitulion  which  laneiioni  the  existence  of  sla- 
very, and  protaibiti  the  abolition  thereof.  Mr.  9,  moTcd 
Itt  reading. 

Objeeiiona  being  made  [o  it*  readinff,  Mr.  5LADE 
nid  he  claimed  that  right. 

Mr.  SPEIOHT  inquired  whether  the  petition  ahould 
not  be  referred,  ai  a  mtitter  of  courae,  to  the  committee 
raited  under  Mr.  PinoEBii'a  rraolution. 

The  CHAIR  had  not  examined  the  petition,  and  could 
not  judge  of  ita  character. 

Mr.  UANNEO AN  moved  (o  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  8LADE  intiated  upon  hit  right  to  have  the  peti- 
tion read,  and  he  made  a  motion  accordingly. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  petition  muil  firrt  he 
read,  before  any  queation  could  be  put  upon  it,  at  the 
gentleman  inMited. 

Mr.  CU3HUAN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  read  on 
the  table. 

The  CHAIR  pronounced  that  motion  then  out  of  order. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  atked  if  the  pctiUoo  had  been  re- 

Tbe  CHAIR  Mid  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  roae 
in  hit  place  to  preaent  (Tie  petition,  tnd  no  objection 
being  made  at  the  lime,  Ihe  Chair  conaidered  leave  had 
been  granted,  and  thus  the  petition  bad  been  received. 

Mr,  BANNEGAN  then  moved  to  recontider  the  mo- 
lion  by  which  leave  had  been  granted  ID  the  member 
from  Vermont  to  present  the  petition. 

Afier  tome  remarlts  from  Meatra.  SPEIGHT,  GLAS- 
COCK, WISE,  HANNGGAN,  and  SLA DE, 

Mr.  SLADBlaid,  if  lb«  gentleman  from  Indiana  inaiat- 
ed  upon  bit  motion  to  reconrider,  Mr.  S.  ahould  raise 
and  insist  upon  Ihe  question  of  order,  whether  Ihe  gen- 
tleman could  object  to  (be  ofTering  or  reeeption  of  any 
petition  under  Ihe  order  adopted  that  morning. 

Mr.  HIESTER  asked  for  the  yea*  and  nays  on  Ihe  mo- 
tion lo  reconiidecj  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAHBRGLRNG  inquired  if  Ihe  whole  subject 
ought  not  to  go  over  until  next  petition  day. 

The  CHAIR  slated  tbst  the  memorial  would  he  re- 
ferred, as  a  maticT  of  course,  to  Ihe  select  committee 
upon  Ihe  subject  of  abolition,  if  the  motion  to  reconsider 
were  not  pending.     Whereupon, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconiidcr. 

The  CHAIR  annoanced  that  the  memorial  wat  referred 
to  thai  committee. 

Mr.  SLADR  renewed  Ihe  call  for  the  reading  of  the 
roemorial. 

Mr.  LOVE,  of  New  York,  raiaed  the  queiiion  of  order, 
that  the  pending  queitlon  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  mo- 
tion lo  reconsider  was,  that  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
that  the  petition  had  not  been  referred. 

Mr.  SLAVE  agsio  Insisted  on  the  reading. 
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The  CHAIR  decided  thai  it  would  require  a  vole  of 
Ihe  Iloute. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOUCEY,  EVERETT, 
SLADE,  and  MASON  of  Virginia,  pending  the  question 


TrtsDiT,  Ai-ait  12. 
TERRITORIAL  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florid*,  the  rules  wen 
suspended  for  the  purpose  ofenabling  tilm  to  offer  (ha 
following  resolution: 

Raoletd,  That  (his  House  will,  from  twelve  until  nine 
o'clock,  on  next  Wedneilay,  Thursday,  and  Friday, 
consider  and  dispose  of  bills  relating  to  (be  Terrltoriea 
and  the  citizens  thereof,  with  Ihe  exception  of  the  bill* 
for  the  admisiioiT  of  Michigan  and  Arkansu  into  theUnJon. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  lo  amend  the  resolution  by  add* 
ing  thereto  the  following:  And  that  the  bill  to  establish 
(he  northern  boundary  line  of  (he  State  of  Ohio,  and  to 
admit  Michigan  inlo  the  Union,  on  terms  (herein  ex- 
pressed, and  the  bill  lo  admit  Arkansas  inlo  the  Union, 
and  to  provide  for  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  (he 
United  Statei  within  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes, 
ahalt  be  the  order  of  the  day,  and  have  precedence  over 
all  other  bunness,  after  one  .o'clock,  on  Tbursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday  nexl,  until  Ihey  are  dispoKd  of. 

Hr.  WISE  moved  lo  amend  the  amendment  by  pro- 
viding that,  after  Ihe  above  bills  are  disposed  of,  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution  shall  be  considered : 

Rea^d,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  pipers,  to  inquire  into 
Ihe  mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  depoaite 
for  the  public  money<  the  contrsets  with  Ihe'  Treaturjr 
Department,  by  which  they  are  rrgulsledi  Ihe  manner 
In  which,  and  the  persona  by  whom,  such  contracts  ar« 
or  have  been  madei  into  all  correspondence  whatsoever 
touching  contrscls  for  (he  Oeposite  of  the  public  money  i 
and  into  all  connexion  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial, 
which  exists,  or  has  existed,  between  any  person  or 
persons  and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between  them 
and  the  depoaile  banks,  or  any  individuals  or  banks, 
touching  the  custody  and  (be  control  and  depoaile  of  the 
public  moncyt  or  between  any  department  of  Ihe  Exec- 
utive, and  any  individual  or  iiidivlduals  or  banks,  touch- 
ing the  disburaementa  of  the  public  money,  appropriated 
or  unipproprlated  by  law;  and  into  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation of  any  or  all  agents  whalsoever,  official  or  un- 
ofRcial,  connected  with  Ihe  said  Department  or  said 
banks,  touching  Ihe  disburse  me  nl,  safe  keeping,  or  de* 
posite,  of  the  public  moneyi  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  lo  report  by  bill  or  olberwise. 

Mr,  WHITE  moved  the  previous  queslion)  which  was 
not  sceonded. 

Hr.  WISE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion 
to  amend,  but  they  were  refused. 

The  motion  waa  then  rejected. 

Hr,  WHITE  accepted,  as  a  modification,  (be  motion 
to  amend  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Hr. 

TEOXlt,] 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeaaand 
nsys  on  the  adoption  of  (he  resolution,  a*  modined,  and 
they  vttt  ordered. 

On  motion  oF  Mr.  P.  C.  FULLER,  the  resolution  was 
divided;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  firat 
branch  of  the  proposition,  setting  spsrt  an  hour,  on 
Wednesdsy,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  bills  relative  to  the  Territories  and  the  ciiiiens 
thereof,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative;  Yeas  145, 
nays  39. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  Ihe  remaining  part 
of  (he  propoaition,  (here  *ppe*red;  Yea*  13D,  nay*  69. 
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There  not  being  (wo  thirdi  Toling  in  the«flirinitiTe, 
the  Kcond  branch  of  the  reiolulion  wu  not  screed  to. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  moretl  to  reeoniider  the  vote  by 
which  the  llouie  adopted  the  finl  branch  of  the  reiolu- 

n  (o  recomitlcr  on 

lion  to  reeoniider. 


Ur,  ETANS  moved  to  Uy  the  mi 
the  tablri  which  motion  was  loil. 
The  qneation  wai  taken  on  Ihe 


i-iedii 


Hr.  SPEIGHT  then  moved  to  lay  tbe  reulution  on 
tbe  lable,  and  it  wu  agreed  to. 

DEP0S1TE  BANKS. 

Ur.  OWENS,  from  Ihe  Committee  o(  Wayi  uid 
Heani,  reported  Ihe  Tollowing  resolution : 

Raobied,  That  Ihe  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Vayaand  Means,  resiilatinK'  Ihe  depoiite  o(  the  money 
of  Ihe  United  Statea  in  cenain  local  bank*,  be  made  the 
•pecial  order  of  the  day  for  Ihe  firil  Wednesday  in  Uay 
next,  at  twelve  o'elock,  provided  the  appropriation  billi 
be  at  that  time  diipoied  of;  and  in  caie  >aid  appropria- 
tion bills  be  not  then  acted  on,  then  on  the  day  next  after 
thur  diipositioni  and  that  Ihe  said  bill  in  relation  ti 
depoaite  banka  hare  precedence  on  the  firit  Wednesday 
in  Hiy  next,  or  tbe  day  after  the  disposition  of  the  ap- 

Cropriation  billa,  and  the  following  days,  over  all  other 
iislnrss,  until  Ihe  aame  ia  diapoied  i  f. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  an  ai  to 
embrace  the  reioluiiop  heretofore  indicated  by  bjm,  aiid 
publiahed  above. 

The  CHAIR  alated  that  both  the  reiolulion  and  the 
motion  would  lie  over, 

Tbe  hour  of  one  o'clock  hiving  arrived,  tbe  special 
order  waa  called  for. 

Hr.  CAUBRELENO  moved  to  lake  up  the  bill  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Uth  tection  of  (he  charter  of  llie  Bank 
of  Ihe  Dnited  Stales.  He  remarked  that  be  had  inrorma- 
lion  which  ihowcd  that  there  was  an  urgent  necetiiiy 
for  passing  Ihii  bill. 

Hr.  DUNLAP  objected  to  the  motion,  and  insisted 
fhst  the  apeciat  orders  should  either  be  executed  ur  re* 
acinded,  lo  aa  to  disenthral  tlie  business  of  the  House 

Ur.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  he  bad  a  letter 
from  the  caahier  of  the  branch  bank  at  SaTinnah,  sta- 
ling that  he  waa  not  authorized  to  redrenp  the  notes  of 
that  brancb.  Hr.  C.  said  llie  notes  of  Ihe  branchea 
were  now  redeemable  nowhere  but  in  Philadelphia.  He 
moved  a  luapeniion  of  tbe  rules  in  Order  to  permit  bim 
to  offer  the  motion*  and  thereupon  he  Mbed  tbe  yeai 
and  nayii  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  tbe 
affirmative:  Teas  135,  nays  38. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  a  Goiemmeni  director  of  the  bank,  ala- 
ting  that  all  the  branches  of  the  bank  were  considered  at 
an  end,  and  that  the  new  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  is- 
lued  only  the  no'.es  of  the  old  bank.  He  alio  aeni  to  the 
Chair  a  letter  from  the  cashier  of  the  branch  bank  at 
Barannab,  in  which  he  decline*  Ihe  payment  of  (37,000 
in  bilFs  isiued  by  that  branch;  and  stating  that  he  is  not 
authoriied  to  receive  the  bills  of  the  bsnk,  except  by 
receiving  them  in  payment  for  debtsi  and  adding  that 
tbe  notes  would  be  paid  on  presentation  in  Philadelphia. 

The  followingis  Ihe  letter  referred  to  by  Ur.  dx- 

"  Sl«  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  thia  date,  ask- 
ing payment  of  certain  billi  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  have  in  reply  to  say  that  the  charter  of  tliat 
institution  having  expired  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  and 
with  it  mv  office  of  cashier  of  the  branch  in  lliia  city, 
I  am  no  longer  authorized  to  redeem  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  except  by  receiving  them  in  payment  of  debt.     I 


sn 


will  add,  that  any  amount  of  theae  bilb  which  ^ou  tMj 
hold  will  be  prompllj  paid  on  preaentment  tn  Phil^ 
delpbia. 

"JAH&3  HDNTBR,  .4ge>i(." 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  to  move  an  aniendment  to  the  bill, 
which  would  not,  in  the  alighteal  degree,  interfere  witli 
the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The 
amendment  he  wiabed  to  propose  waa  one  of  great  im- 
portance, not  only  to  that  House,  but  to  the  people  of 
the  United  8l«tes(  for  it  involved  nothing  les*  (ban  regu- 
lating, by  law,  tho  whole  treaaure  of  Ihe  country.  In 
aubstance,  it  was  tbe  same  resolution  he  had  1ieretofi>re 
■ted  to  move,  changing  only  tbe  day  from  tbe 
the  third  Monday  in  Uay.     Tbe  resolution 

Eaohed,  That  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  «f 
Wsys  and  Means,  entitled  "  A  bill  regulating  the  de- 
poiite of  tbe  money  of  the  United  Statea  in  certain  local 
banks,"  together  with  any  vnendnienta  which  may  be 
offered  to  tbe  aame,  be  made  the  special  order  of  Ihe 
day,  and  that  it  have  precedence  over  all  other  t>usineM 
of  the  House,  from  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  on  th« 
third  Monday  in  May  neif,  and  on  each  succeeding  day, 
from  the  same  hour,  Fridays  snd  Saturdiya  excepted, 
until  the  same  shall  be  ffnatly  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  waa  not  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment  fixing  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  another 

Ur.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked  that  he 
would  rote  for  the  bill,  but  from  consideration!  very 
diff'erent  from  those  wbich  influenced  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  who  reported  the 
bill.  He  would  do  it  from  no  hostility  to  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  to  the  new  bank  of  that  name. 
He  had  every  confidence  in  the  security  of  the  paper  of 
the  bank,  and  in  ita  prompt  payment  by  the  bank  at 
every  place  where  there  was  a  right  lo  present  it;  he 
had  every  confidence  in  the  ability  and  integrily  of  those 
who  minaged  that  institution,  and  belived  that  ita  note* 
were  now  the  beat  currency  in  the  country.  The  Gov- 
ernment migiit  lafely  receive  its  notes  for  all  paymenU 
(o  it;  for  no  one  can  question  Ibeir  security. 

Yet  he  did  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  Ihe  notes  of 
the  old  bank  could  be  forced  upon  the  Government  or 
ill  agents  against  their  conaelit,  under  the  14lh  section, 
after  tbe  expiration  of  tbe  charter)  and  as  (here  was 
aome  uncertainty  in  the  public  mind  on  tbe  subject,  it 
was  advisable  that  there  ahould  be  an  exprenion  of  an 
opinion  by  Congress  in  repealing  tbe  aection,  by  which 
the  bank  would  be  placed,  by  the  legialative  sanction, 
where  it  now  is  in  hii  opinion,  on  an  equality  with  the 
accredited  State  bank*. 

He  would  not  suppose  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  wantonly  interdict  their  receipt  for 
moneys  due  the  Government.  Our  citizens  have  proba- 
bly possessed  themselves  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  to 
make  their  paymenla  for  public  lands  snd  demanda  of 
tbe  Government;  and  aa  no  man  doubts  their  security, 
and  their  credit  and  convenience  as  currency,  our  citi- 
zens are  not  tu  be  Incommoded  by  the  officer*  of  the 
Government,  in  refusing  to  receive  them  from  the  people 
for  Government  debts. 

It  ii  not  to  be  intended  that,  by  paning  this  bill,  we 
discredit  ur  depreciate  the  notei  of  that  bank,  in  any  par- 
ticular;  they  are  not  prohibited,  but  are  p'aced  on  an 
equality  with  those  of  other  banka,  and  are  to  be  dealt 
wiih  and  received  at  the  notes  of  other  banks  of  good 

He  hoped  that  the  war  upon  the  bank  was  not  to  be 
continued  by  Ihii  House.  We  bad  had  en.wgh  of  It*  and 
in  reply  to  the  reaaon*  aaiigned  by  Ihe  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Means  for  prompt 
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aetion,  he  thought  there  wu  nothiog  in  them  to  influ' 
dice  the  iction  or  the  Hooie.  It  wxMud  by  bim  that 
nine  bnnche*  hid  refuMd  to  redeem  tbe  nntei  of 
bnnchw  other  than  their  o«n.  The;  were  nefer  under 
any  obligation,  at  my  time,  to  redeem  lucht  and  >■  to 
tbe  cue  oFa  Bouthern  bnnch  reriulng'  to  pay  iti  note*, 
•nd  referring  the  bolder!  for  payment  to  the  parent 
bank  at  Philadelphia,  if  it  be  the  fact,  it  i>,  I  preeume, 
•  neoeuary  eonaequence  of  the  dinolulion  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  the  withdrawal  ofthe  branohei. 

He  hat  complained,  further,  that  the  preaenl  Bank  of 
the  United  Stilei  imea,  in  the  eoune  ofita  budnen,  tbe 
paper  of  the  old  bank.  In  doing  Ihii,  it  doea  no  more 
Iban  what  i*  and  nay  be  done  by  other  State  hanki  that 
receive,  h)  the  course  of  their  buaineu,  the  notea  of  the 
old  bank,  and  which  they  hive  a  right  to  do.  It  ia  a 
■■•tter  of  convenience  and  intereat  to  thoM  whodobuai- 
nna  with  Ibem,  and  prefer  that  paper.  The  new  hank 
may  not  have  enough  of  iti  own  paper  to  meet  ita  buii' 
■en  andaupply  the  demand,  and  mutt  ute  the  notei  of 
other  hinki  for  a  lime.  If  Ihey  bad  abundance  of  their 
awn  notea,  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  giving  out 
the  paper  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  Slatea,  which 
they  had  received  in  thecourte  olbuHnett,  to  thutewbo 
ntight  prefer  and  deure  the  ptper  of  the  old  bank.  It 
ia  a  tranmction  of  buiineai  and  confidence  between  the 
bank  and  thoae  who  do  buwneai  with  it,  forcoBveoience, 
«Md  without  Injury  to  the  public. 

Ur.  UABPER  nid  he  did  not  know  that  hit  eonttltu- 
enti  felt  any  intereat  in  ibii  lubject,  but  he  would  briefly 
give  bit  reatoiii  for  voting  agaiiut  thit  bill.  If  the  notea 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  were  a  legal  tender, 
under  a  deciiion  or  Ihe  Supreme  Cour^  then  the  hank 
bad  a  right  to  all  the  benefit  derivable  from  the  l<ilb 
ee«lion.  At  the  tame  time,  he  believed  that  lla  repeal 
wotild  be  an  advantage  to  the  bank,  for  the  reason  that 
Ike  note*  pi^d  under  it  would  be  tent,  in  maa,  to  the 
bank  for  payment. 

Mr.  GUSHING  Hud,  that  when  Ihe  motion  to  dit- 
charge  Ihi*  bill  from  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  wat 
before  tbe  Houae,  he  had  voted  againtt  it,  because  it 
waaanew  quealion,  the  nature  and  effect  of  which  tliere 
waa  no  opportunity  to  examine,  and  no  sufficient  reaaon 
appeared  tor  departing  from  the  uaual  courae  of  huti- 
net*.  Hi*  reflection  upon  Ihe  subject  had  latiificd  him 
it  was  proper  to  paM  tbe  bill.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
Statet,  as  a  national  banking  institution,  had  ceased  to 
esiat.  Tbe  ttew  bank  wat  a  State  instilution,  acting 
under  a  charter  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  As 
nuch,  he  was  not  disposed  to  make  war  in  favur  of  it,  or 
•gainst  it,  hut  to  deal  with  it  on  precisely  the  Mine  im- 
partial footing  with  banki  incorporated  by  Matsa. 
chuaetu  or  any  other  State.  There  was  no  constitu- 
tional impediment  to  the  pasnge  of  the  bill.  The  re- 
cciv^ilily  of  ihe  notea  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statet 
in  payment  l«  the  United  Statet  was  no  part  of  the  per. 
manent  contract  between  tbe  United  States  and  the 
euhscriben  to  the  hank.  Congress  is  eipretsly  em- 
powered in  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  withdraw  at  will 
this  priviteee  from  Its  notes.  The  new  bank  reissued 
the  notes  of  the  old  bank,  aa  it  had  a  right  to  do.  What 
might  be  tbe  influence  or  uses  of  the  new  bank  in  the 
money  market  was  a  pdnt  which  Confess  had  no  oc- 
casion la  inquire  into  in  diipotinfr  of  this  bill.  For  the 
real,  be  did  not  conceive  that  it  wat  the  duty  of  any 
person,  or  set  of  pertont,  in  Ihit  country,  to  hold  them- 
aelvea  bound  in  Heietian  bond*  to  Ihe  dead  body  of 
the  Bank  of  ibe  United  SUtea. 

Hr.  DENNE  laid  it  was  due  lo  the  holders  of  the 
notes  that  they  should  have  some  notice  of  the  repeal  of 
(he  law  making  them  a  legal  tender.  Those  who  want 
U  buy  land  with  these  notes  would  be  greatly  cm. 
barnsted  If  they  irer«  refuted.    It  irouM  not  follow, 


from  Ihe  passage  of  this  bill,  that  the  notes  would  be 
refused  st  the  land  office!)  but  coming  events  sometimes 
cast  their  shadows  before  them,  and  he  wished  that  all 
doubt  upon  Ihit  subject  should  be  avtnded. 

Hr.  PEYTON  remarked  that  while  Ibe  monster  was 
living,  and  hid  power  to  do  mischief,  he  was  one  of 
those  most  lealout  to  dealroy  it.  But,  after  its  over- 
throw and  dettruclion,  he  did  not  think  it  a  matter  of 
public  importance  to  keep  up  a  clamor  over  its  remain*. 
Some  of  those  who  were  a  little  zealous  In  Ihe  onset 
upon  Ihe  living  monster,  were  now  waging  war  upon 
its  harmless  rattles,  ind  eiprei^ng  great  alarm  at  ila 
very  trail.  Bui  Ihe  litter  of  little  monitera,  potteaiiw 
more  power  to  do  harm  thin  the  old  monster  ever  did, 
these  gentlemen  were  not  at  all  afraid  of.  In  regard  to 
the  proposition  before  Ihe  House,  he  wat  in  favor  of  it. 
Nucollector  should  be  forced  to  receive  these  notesi  hut, 
if  he  was  an  honest  man,  be  ought  to  be  trusted  lo  re- 
ceive them,  if  be  thought  lliem  good,  and  reject  then, 
if  Ihey  were,  in  hit  opinion,  bad.  He  ought  nut  to  bo 
forced  to  tske  them  because  Ihey  were  issued  by  the 
Bank  of  Ihe  United  Slates.  In  regard  lo  the  Govern, 
ment  hostility  to  Ihe  Slate  Bank  of  Peniitylvania,  he  had 
nothing  to  say.  If  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  could  not 
sustain  her  own  inslitnUont,  let  them  fall.  He  wouU 
vote  fur  Ibia  bill,  with  a  view  to  leave  it  discretionary 
with  ihe  coliectoia  and  receivers  of  the  public  money  to 
take  the  notea  of  the  United  States  BanV  or  not. 

Heiiad,  however,  risen  for  the  purpose  of  ofl'eKng  aa 
an  amendment  to  tbit  bill  Ihe  bill  now  before  the  Houie 
regulating  Ihe  deposile  of  Ihe  public  moneys  in  eeriain 
local  banka. 

Tlie  CHAIK  laid  that  bill  was  now  in  Comniltee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  itate  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  not  in 
order  to  move  it  at  an  tntcndment  to,  or-  subttitnte  for, 
this  hill. 

Mr.  PBYTON  then  said  be  woulJ  move  that  this  bill 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
ictiont  to  report  at  tn  araeDdment  to  it  the  hill 
above  referred  lo. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  would  not  be  in  order.     Alan 

earlier  part  of  the  day,  before  the  bill  under  cohaidera- 

had  been  taken  up,  it  would  have  been  in  order  foe 

the  gentleman  to  have  moved  to  discharge  the  Cofflmit- 

tee  of  the  Whole  from  the -other  bill. 

Hr.  PBYTOK  would  then  make  that  motion. 
The  CHAIR  replied  that,  pending  the  consideration 
of  this  bill,  thai  motion  could  not  then  be  made. 

Ur.  BBLL.  Does  the  Chair  decide  that  it  is  not  in 
order  for  my  colleague  to  move  to  recommit  this  bill  with 
'  structiontf 

The  CHAIR  had  made  no  ntch  decision,  but  had  Ma- 
ted that  it  would  not  be  tn  order  to  move  aa  in  amend, 
to  this  bill  another  bill  now  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  ilate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BGIX  was  not  prepared,  he  said,  to  acquiesce  in 
that  deciuon. 

Mr.  PEYTON  thought  he  could,  perhaps,  obviate  the 
difficulty  under  which  the  Chair  labored.    He  then  sent 
the  table  s  bill  pending  before  the  Senate  for  (he 
regulation  of  tbe  deposites  of  the  public  money." 
The  CHAIR  stated  that  hit  decision  covered  this  mo- 
lion  siso,  and  made  a  reference  to  a  former  decidon  of 
the  House,  which,  in  his  opinion,  applied  (o  this  case) 
and  he  cited  the  rule  of  the  House,  that  no  proposition 
of  •  different  nature  fi-om  the  one  under  coosMeratioa 
should  be  moved  in  the  form  of  sn  amendment. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  point  of  order  between 
Messrs.  WII.LIAHS  of  Kentucky,  SPEIGHT,  and 
CAHBRELEN6, 

Hr.  PEYTON  varied  his  motion,  so  ss  to  render  bia 

Eroposition  similar  in  il*  nature  to  Ibe  providona  of  tite 
ill,  and  in  that  way  lo  obviate  the  objection  made  by 
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.  the  Chair.  He  moved  lo  ■meiul  Ibe  bill  by  idding  to 
it  Ihe  following^,  wbicharc  the  Iwq  tut  Kclionicf  a  <ub- 
•titule  propoaed  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Wbisht  to  the 
"  bill  io  regulate  the  deposile*  of  the  public  money." 
He  aaid  he  wa>  oppoaed  to  the  propoiition,  but  moved 
it  irilb  a  view  to  bring:  up  the  nibject  for  diKuuIon. 

Sic.  11.  Jnd  be  it  furlAtr  enatted.  That  Ihe  commia- 
■iontr*  of  the  ainking  fund  be  hereby  authorised  and  di- 
rected, at  tbe  commencemrnt  of  every  quarter  of  the 
year,  to  eiamine  into  the  condition  of  the  Treaiury,  and 
Ihe  probable  amount  of  receipts  and  aipenditurea  during 
that  quarteri  and  if,  in  tbeir  opinion,  the  money  in  the 
Treaiury  daring  the  quarter  will  gentnWy  exceed,  or 
fait  abort  of,  leven  million*  of  dollar*,  it  Ehall  be  their 
duty  to  catue  the  aum,  equal  in  the  former  caae  to  the 
luppoied  eiceaa,  to  be  drawn  out  of  Ihe  Treaiury  and 
inveated  in  aome  aafe  atock  or  itocka,  in  tbe  name  and 
behalf  of  the  United  Slaleai  and  in  the  latter  caae  to  or- 
der a  aale  or  aalca  of  luch  part  or  portion  of  any  aueh 
alocki  owned  by  ibe  United  Statu,  a*  will  produce  a 
•ufficienl  aum  to  make  up  the  luppoaed  deScicncy,  tbe 
proceedi  whereof  ibill  be  paid  into  Iha  Treaiury. 

Sic.  13.  And  be  it  furlhrr  enadcd.  That  laid  com mii- 
aionera  of  the  ainking  fund  iliill  be  governed,  in  making 
tuch  inveitmenti  ur  aalei,  by  the  current  and  customary 
pricei  of  alocki  in  the  commercial  ciliea  of  the  United 
Btateai  and  iu  Iheir  purchaiea  said  commisiionen  ahall 
give  preference  to  such  atocki  whoae  payment  ii  guar- 
Kniiedbyiome9iate,  if  tbe  rate  of  intenat  upon  theium 
propoaed  to  be  inveated  will  probably  be  as  favorable. 
And  at  the  commencement  of  every  year,  taid  commis- 
•ionera  shall  make  a  detailed  report  lo  Congreit  of  all 
their  doing!  and  proceedings  under  the  proviwons  of  the 
Mt. 

Tbe  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  same  principle*,  on 
which  the  whole  bill  wat  out  of  order,  applied  to  the 
pan  now  propoaed  to  be  inserted. 

Mr,  PEYTON  appealed  from  this  decision  of  the 
Cbair,  and  mide  a  few  remarka  on  Ihe  main  point. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT  moved  the  previous queabont  which 
was  seconded  by  the  Houie,  taken  by  lellen,  ayes  75, 
Doea  50,  and  Ihe  main  question  wu  ordered  to  be  put, 
without  a  count. 

llie  msin  question  was,  "  Shall  the  deciiion  of  the 
Chair  itand  as  the  judgment  of  the  HouaeV'  which  was 
■greed  to  without  a  count. 

Tbe  question  then  again  recurred  on  the  engroasnent 
of  Ibe  bill. 

Hr.  HARDIN  contended  that  alt  the  charier  of  the 
bank  had  expired  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  except  tbe 
fourteenlb  section,  which  he  read,  and  which  duly  al- 
lowed the  bank  to  use  Ihe  corporate  name  and  itt  le  lor 
two  years  for  the  purpose  of  aettling  the  afTiiri  of  Ihe 
bank.  He  did  not  wiih  lo  paaianyact  of  lu  pererogation 
behind 'which  the  Secretary  might  intrench  himielf,  if 
he  wished  to  discredit  the  bills,  and  give  another  blow 
to  tbe  dead  monater.  He  Iboughl  the  Secretary  had  Ihe 
same  righl  over  Ibese  bills  that  be  had  overall  olheri, 
and  he  did  not  think  Coogreaa  ought  lo  interpose  to  take 
the  proper  reaponiibility  of  the  President  or  of  any  of 
tbe  heada  of  the  Deparlmenta.  He  said  there  wi«  now 
(venly  millions  of  dollari  of  this  bank'a  paper  in  circula- 
tion,  and,  from  all  bii  experience,  be  Ihougbt  it  aa  lound 
M  any  in  Ibe  world.  The  people,  especially  of  Ihe 
West,  wanted  Ihla  money  to  pay  for  tbeir  Undi  and 
goodii  and  be  wanted,  if  the  bills  were  lo  be  refused,  it 
should  be  done  by  tbe  Secretary  upon  bis  own  responsi- 
bility. It  had  been  said  the  bills  were  below  par,  and  a 
year  ago  tbe  bank  was  denounced  as  insolvent!  yet  the 
very  men  who  were  doing  their  buaineat,  and  getting 
the  billa  of  the  bank  to  transmit  seven  hundred  miles 
and  more  at  twelve  o'clock,  were  the  very  mm  who 
tfould  come  intothe  House  at  one,  aiid  say  they  were  .not 
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a  sound  currency.  He  would  pronounce  il,  to  fiir  ■*  be 
knew,  the  very  best  piper  in  the  world.  Hr.  H.  went 
on  to  remark  that  Ihe  bank  wai  dead,  and  all  Ibe  evil* 
threatened  from  its  political  power  aitd  the  ioflucnce  of 
foreigners  were  gone.  He  Loped  the  Houae  would  not 
act  in  thia  matter,  but  would  leave  it  where  Ihe  rcapon- 
sibility  ought  lo  resl. 

Ur.  PARKS  said  he  did  not  rise  lo  make  a  speech, 
but  he  aaid  he  thought  enough  bad  been  aaid,  and  he 
would  move  tbe  previoua  quealion. 

Tbe  motion  wia  aeconded  by  the  Houae,  and  tbe  nain 
quealion  on  tbe  engroasment  of  the  hill  was  then  ordered 
lo  be  put|  and  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  aSrma- 
live:  Yeas  135,  nay*  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  tbe  House  look 
up  the  bill  providing  for  tbe  payment  of  certain  revolu- 
tionary and  other  peniionera,  returned  from  tbe  Seule 
with  an  amendment  providing  that  all  payment*  often 
dollars  and  under  shall  be  made  in  apecie. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  tubtiitule  twenty  dollan  for  len, 
and  made  some  remarks  in  Hipporl  of  the  motioii. 

The  motion  wai  rejected,  and  the  amendment  was 
then  concurred  in. 

GENERAL  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  Houae  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
.  PiTTOM  in  tbe  chair,)  and,  on 
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motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  tD.>k  up  the  bill  making 
appropriatiooa  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expeiuc*  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1636. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG,  after  the  bill  had  been  read, 
aaid  that  in  consequence  of  the  vote  of  last  year,  and  ■ 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ihe  Rulea,  no 
approprialion  had  been  introduced  into  the  appropria- 
tion  bills  thia  year,  upon  any  subject  not  herelolbre  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  and  therefore  the  items  of  appropria- 
tion were,  in  many  eaaea,  less  than  the  estimates.  The 
eommitlee  could  see  no  other  wsy  than  to  provide  for 
those  eaies  in  a  separate  bill.  Hr.  C.  waa  proceeding 
lo  offer  some  amendments,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  H-  BHEPPEKD,  tbe  bill  waa 
ordered  (o  be   taken    up  by  ttciiona,  and  clause  by 

Hr.  c.  ALLAN  moved  an  amendment,  to  insert  after 
the  8th  line  of  tbe  1st  aeeiion  a  olauae  making  a  genent 
reduction  in  the  aalariea  of  all  Government  officer!  and 
clerksi  6xing  the  salary  of  the  President  at  (15,000) 
reducing  that  of  heads  of  Deparlmenli  and  of  the  Vice 
Preaident  one  third  i  and  propo*ing  a  reduction  of  twen- 
iv-live  per  cent,  on  all  salariei  of  clerka,  ccdieclon  of 
the  customs,  poitmaster*,  &c.i  providing  that  no  clerk 
should  receive  lesa  than  tSOO,  and  no  coileclor  or  post- 
master more  than  fS.OOO,  from  all  their  official  income; 
which  amendment  waa  negatived  without  a  diviaion. 

Hr.  SUEPPERD  then  moved  to  amend  Ibe  fourth 
cliuae,  by  ilriking  out  the  a«m  of  "Cd5,000  for  inciden- 
tal eipensea  of  the  Department  of  Slate,  including  tbe 
expense  of  publiahing  and  diaiributing  ibe  lawa,"  and  to 
interl  "^,000  for  incidental  expenaes,  and  tl3,000  for 
publishing  and  distributing  Ibe  laws." 

Hr.  S.  went  al  tenglb  into  an  examination  of  deUils, 
to  show  that  the  amount  be  proposed  would  be  adequate 
to  the  wanti  of  the  Department  Ibe  current  year.  Hany 
exp|utei  which  had  called  for  larger  appropriations  in 
previoua  yean  would  not  occur  again;  and,  from  in- 
quiries he  bad  made  of  the  Secretary,  he  was  satisfied 
that  aum  would  auffice.  The  lum  of  (13,000,  he  wa« 
sure,  would  be  lufficicnt  for  the  ezpeniea  of  printing 
and  publiahing.  He  gave  an  account  of  tbe  eipenaeaof 
former  yeari,  ahowing  considerable  variation.  In  1839 
they  were  |1S,000,  and  in  1B31  Ibey  were  {19,000,  and 
in  1835  they  were  only  tlO,000.  The  gieateat  expense 
ioctirrcd  had  been  in  tbe  publication  <rf  tbe  paper*  of 
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Wuhin^ton,    cTcn  the   binding-  of  which   wm  •bout 
49,000,  aod  vould  not  occur  ig^in. 

ir  in  ftTcrtge  of  four  jesn  idiould  be  tftken,  it  would 
he  ■  little  tOQTt  Ibin  $13,000,  *ni  an  krenge  of  three 
mn  would  ihow  >  little  \en.  Tba  principal  reduction 
In  tfai*  iten  h«d  been  nuide  by  ■  change  in  tba  minner 
of  dirtributiog  the  bwi.  Formerly  an  igeDt  used  to  be 
•mplayed  for  the  purpoM  or  carrying  and  delirering 
(hem  all  over  Ibe  country  in  penon,  wbereaa  they  were 
now  tranamitted  by  null.  He  waa  aatiaSed  the  aum  he 
propoaed  would  be  sufficient,  and  he  preferred  to  hare 
appropriationa  made  apecific  wbenerer  it  waa  poMible, 
utd  not  idlow  theae  large  luma  to  be  taken  in  tbe  grom. 
He  wished  to  make  the  113,000  apecific,  and  1»Te  only 
the  95,000  aa  a  contingent  apptop nation. 
.  Ur.  CAHBBELBNG  NJd  he  had  nadoubt  thegen- 
tleman'i  careful  inveatigationa  had  enablediiiin  to  give 
much  uieful  and  minute  information  upon  petty  abuaea 
hi  the  State  Department,  but  it  did  not  aatufy  biqi.  If 
no  otber  part  of  tbe  GoTernment  got  on  any  faater  in  tbe 
inereaae  of  expenaea,  ha  ahouM  be  willing  to  let  then 
aia*d  where  Ibn  are.  The  contingenciea  could  not  be 
known  or  fixed  berorehandi  and,  he  remarked,  (hat  for 
•cTcnteen  yeara  the  appropriatjon  for  tbia  item  bad  in- 
variably been  fixed  at  |25,000.  It  had  alwaya  been  re- 
quired, and  be  would  not  Tote  to  cut  it  down, 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  he  ahould  not  vote  for  tbe  amend- 
ment, on  account  of  its  form.  It  propoied  to  ^vc 
913,000  for  printing,  and  95,000  for  eontingenoea. 
During  tbe  last  Congreas  be  had  continually  warred 

Sioat  theae  appropriationa  for  pure  conlingenciea. 
»e  itema  come  into  tbia  bill  in  forty  placea.  He 
vould  beg  tbe  Huuse  to  look  at  the  whole  amount  of 
OMney  tbua  pUced  in  the  hands  of  the  Stale  Depart- 
nent.  Twenty  of  the  itema  for  pure  cantliq^ncirs 
•mounted  (o  ^8,0Q0|  there  were  besides  twenty  other 
item*,  for  the  moat  part  contingent,  but  baring  aome 
apecificalion,  amounting  to  1130,000.  Hera  there  wu, 
then,  the  enorraoua  amount,  taking  tbe  whole  that  if 
contingent,  and  aome  mixed  in  character,  of  $334,315. 
He  would  aak,  what  waa  the  u>e  of  gang  into  apecifica- 
lions  at  all,  when  a  aingle  Department  baa  that  gnns 
•um  to  be  expended  by  nobody  knows  who,  and  for  no- 
body knowa  what?  Mr.  W.  was  guing  on  to  speak  of 
some  particular  itemj  when 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  remarked  Ihat  it  wu  not  un- 
der consideration  now,  but  be  had  intended,  when  it 
came  up,  to  move  to  strike  it  out. 

Ur.  WISE  aaid  he  had  no  doubt  he  ahould  agree  with 
the  gentleman  to  atrike  out  all  contingent  appropria- 


■ed  by  the  committee  to  move  to  alrike  it  out  when  it 

Mr.  WISE  wiahed  the  Honae  to  notice  how  Iheae  ap- 
propriationa for  contingencies  were  alipped  into  the  bill. 
Foreign  minalers,  it  waa  known,  had  thrir  salaries  and 
OulAli,  which  ought  to  be  enougbi  and  they  were  provi- 
ded for.  Then  name  an  item  for  contiogent  eipenaes  for 
all  miasiona  abroad,  930,0004  and  two  or  three  lines  after- 
wardawaa  found  soother  item  of  930,000,  for  contingent 
espensea  of  foreign  intercourae.  He  wished  to  know  to 
whom  and  for  what  theae  daaeeart  were  to  be  paid)  and 
if  the  people  wished  to  know,  and  ought  to  know,  the 
abuaea  of  the  Govemmenl,  they  never  could  be  known 
tf  cotitingenciea  were  to  be  multiplied  in  this  way.  Can 
any  one  tell  boW  they  are  expended/  No.  These  pure 
Gontingendes— be  might  call  them  the  Keuben  M. 
IVhilney  itema— are  perfectly  icoret,  unknown,  and  un- 
aearcbable. 

Before  he  voted  for  any  one  of  them,  he  should  aak 
tbr  Mqie  ezplauatioii — K»wthiiig  more  than  merely  tell- 


ing thai  tbe  Department  wants  certain  snou  of  money. 
When  there  waa  a  determination  of  the  party  in  power 
to  give  a  auceeasor  to  Ibe  pre«denay,  waa  it  not  proper 
to  aak  for  what  purposes  tbe  money  la  to  be  applied^ 
He  was  determined,  for  himself,  to  vote  for  do  appro- 
priation die  object  of  which  waa  unknown  to  him  and 
unknown  to  the  country.  He  wished  to  sec  if  tbe  mor- 
als of  the  people  and  the  morals  of  tbe  Departments  are 
be  corrupted!  for  he  would  trust  no  Preaident,  atul 
Preaident'a  partiaan,  who  nominated  a  successor,  and 
determined  to  elect  bim  if  they  can.  If  tbe  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  waa  lost,  he  would  move  another,  to 
strike  out  all  the  contingent  appropriations,  and  insert 
twelve  thousand  dollars  lor  printing  and  distributing. 

Mr.  MASON  said  that  the  security  for  tbe  proper  use 
of  these  contingent  expenditures  waa  to  be  found  in  the 
rule  that  every  one  must  account  for  s1l  disbursements, 
and  settle  his  accounts  at  proper  times;  and  he  knew 
there  must  be,  however  specific  the  appropriations  might 
be  made,  some  contingent  appropriations.  He  would 
mention  tome  items  that  hive  always  been  allowed.  One 
tbr  foreign  miasiona  is  necessary.  Tbe  minister  incurs 
expenses  which  are  incidental  to  his  mission,  such,  for 
instance,  ss  ponage,  sending  couriers  upon  emergencies, 
and  for  translations — expenses  which  must  be  taken  from 
his  own  salary,  if  the  Government  refuses  to  provide  for 
them.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  had  never  been  found 
Buffleient  fi>r  these  purpoaes<  and  they  must  be  contin- 
gent, in  tbe  nature  of  thmgsi  it  would  be  impossible  to 
anticipate  their  occurrence.  Hie  only  guard  was  to 
limit  their  amount  to  #30,000,  and  compel  tbe  proper 
officers  to  account  for  the  disbursements.  No  gentleman 
would  -wiah  to  have  these  necessary  eipeniea  taken  from 
the  salaries  of  ministers. 

Mr.  WISE  would  ask  another  question.  Wbeo  ex- 
perience has  aiceriMned  how  mocti  money  will  he  re- 
quired, haa  it  not  also  ascertained  the  objecta  for  which 
it  will  be  wanted? 

Mr.  MASON  replied,  that  time  bad  ascertdned  the 
general  clase  of  objects,  but  they  were  ever  varying,  and 
depended  upon  circumstances  not  to  be  known  before- 
band,  and  not  in  the  control  of  the  Government.  It  waa 
utterly  vain,  he  contended,  to  attempt  to  make  apeciflc 
appropriationa  for  these  purposes.  There  i*  now  an 
unexpended  balance,  which  renders  the  appropriation 
unneceiaary,  and  a  motion  wilt  be  made  to  strike  It  oul. 
The  committee  proposed  the  usual  sppropristion  of 
930,000i  but  it  would  be  found  that,  for  yeirs  past, 
Ibere  had  been  wanted  for  anch  purposes  940,000.  The 
expenses  were  in  their  very  nature  CDntingen^  and  must 
come  oul  of  the  salaries  of  minitiers,  unless  provided  for. 
He  thought  there  were  as  many  guards  against  fraud  and 
Imposiliuo  ss  human  ingenuity  could  devise. 

Ur.  WISE  asked  if  the  SecreUry  had  not  asked  for 
these  appropTiationi. 

Mr.  HA30N  aaid  tbe  Secretary  bad  sent  in  estimates, 
a*  usual,  of  tbe  Hims  which  would  be  required  in  bia 
Depattmenti  and  upon  that  the  committee  had  framed 
■he  bill.  The  balince  unexpended  for  missions  having 
come  to  their  knowledge  afterwards,  the  committee  had 
inatructed  their  chairman  to  move  to  strike  out  this 
appropriation.  Mr.  H.  tbfn  went  on  to  speak  of  the 
necessity  for  some  contingent  appropriation  for  the  small 
current  expenaea  of  the  Department,  for  repairs  of  the 
buildings,  and  for  such  alterations  and  changes  as  were 
necessary  and  proper  for  the  convenient  accommodstion 
of  the  officers  and  clerks.  That  waa  the  place  where 
all  foreign  ambasiadora  must  be  received  for  the  trans- 
action of  buslnessj  and,  though  some  not  absolutely 
necesMry  expenditures  had  been  made  to  embelliib  the 
building,  be  thought  nothing  could  be  found  wasteful  or 
extravagant,  The  appropnstiun  now  proposed  was  the 
uMftl  NIB,  and  he  thought  it  not  extravagant. 
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Mr.  BELX.  prewnted  conildervtimu,  at  length,  to  dtoir 
lh>t  the  ippointiDent  of  miniitera  to  mediate  between 
Ohio  knd  Micbigan,  in  tetelion  to  the  boundary  queition, 
«u  improper,  williout  the  warrant  of  law,  and  danKcr- 
oua  ai  a  precedent,  becauae  it  might  lead  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  number  of  miniatera  or  agenU,  wilbout  any 

Without  taking  Miyqueation,  Ibecomoiitteeroaet  add 
The  Houae  then  adjourned. 


,  Afbil  13. 
DEP09ITE  BANKS. 

Ur.  DROUGOOLE  aaked  the  content  of  the  Hou*e  to 
offer  the  following  reiolutionj  which  waa  read: 

JtaolneJ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaniry  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  thia  Houae  full  inrormallon  of 
the  mode  and  nunner  of  lelecting  banki  in  the  aeveral 
State*  or  Terriloriea  for  the  depoaite  of  the  public 
moneyt  of  the  United  Staleii  of  all  contracli,  agree- 
mcnta,  or  atipulitioni,  entered  into  with  *aid  bankt,  for 
the  aafe  keeping  of  wid  moneys.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaiury  alio  itale  what  agenti  have  been  em- 
ployed,  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  agency,  and  the 
compenialion  which  auch  agent*  hare  received  in  any 
way  from  the  Government  oi  the  United  Stateij  and  that 
be  alio  atate  what  officer*  or  agent*  on  the  part  of  nid 
bank*  have  in  any  way  participated  or  been  inatrumentat 
in  the  formation  of  any  auch  contracts,  agreement*,  or 
*[ipulation*,  concerning  the  deposits  and  tafe  keeping 
jif  said  moneys  in  aald  banka. 

Hr.  WISE  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  rcaolution, 
and  aiked  IcRve  of  the  Houie  to  *tale  bit  reason*. 

Objection*  being  nude. 

The  CHAIR  put  the  queation,  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  should  be  permitted  to  aasign  hi*  reason* 
for  objecting  to  the  reception  of  the  reaolution. 

Hr.  WISE  demanded  the  yeas  and  naysi  which  were 
ordered' 

Mr.  W.,  in  juitice  to  himaelf.  wished,  be  asid,  to 
■tale  that  he  did  not  intend  to  Siddresi  the  House  on  thia 
*ubject,  and  that  be  aaked  leave  merely  to  make  a  brief 
explanation  of  his  reaaons  for  objeeling  to  the  reception 
oF  the  reaolution. 

The  queation  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nrg- 
ativc:  Yea*  66,  niya  G8. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  gave  notice  that  he  ahouid  renew 
the  motion  for  leave  to  offer  the  resdution  to-morrow 
morning)  and,  if  the  objection  were  then  peniated  in, 
he  should  move  the  auapenvon  of  the  rules. 

Ur.  WISE  said  he  would  give  the  gentleman  an  op- 
portunity to  offer  the  resalulion  to-dsy.  He  now  ssked 
the  consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  fallowing  reiolu- 
lioni  which  he  read: 

Baolved,  I'hat  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers,  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  bank*  of  deposite 
for  the  public  moneyi  the  conlracls  with  the  Treasury 
Department  by  which  they  are  regutitedt  the  manner 
in  which,  and  the  persona  by  whom,  such  contract*  are 
or  have  been  made;  into  all  correspondence  whataoever 
ofthe  public  moneyi 
official  or  unufEcial, 
which  esiats,  or  hai  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
sona and  the  Treasury  Department,  or  between  them 
and  the  depoaite  banVa,  or  any  individuals  or  banka, 
touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and  depoaite  of 
the  public  money;  ur  between  any  department  of  the 
Executive  and  any  individual  or  individualt  or  banka, 
touching  the  disbursements  of  the  public  nioney,  appro- 
priated or  unappropriated  by  law;  and  into  the  amount 
of  compenaation  of  any  ir  all  agents  whataoever,  offi- 
cial or  unofficial,  connected  with  the  aaid  Depttrtinent 


or  aaid  banka,  touching  the  diaburaement,  afe  keeping', 
or  depoaite,  of  the  public  moneyi  and  that  the  said  con- 
mittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  aaid,  could  offer  bis  resiriu- 
tion  as  an  amendment  to  thi*|  and  then.  If  the  prcviom 
question  was  resorted  to  for  the  purpoae  of  euHing  cdT 
amendments,  the  gentleman'a  amendoienl,  and  not  his 
reaolution,  would  be  excluded. 

Objectiona  being  made,  Mr.  W.  moreil  a  auapension 
of  the  rules,  and  thereupon  demanded  the  yea*  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Tbe  quesUon  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive at  follows: 

Yua— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bell,  Bond, 
Bunch,  J.  Calboon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Childs,  N. 
H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Denny,  Evans, 
Ever«tt,  P.  C.  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Granger,  Graven 
Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  A.  6- 
Harrisen,  Hazeltine,  Hieater,  Hoar,  Howell,  W.  Jack- 
son, J.  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  L.  Lea,  Lewisi 
Lincoln,  Lovp,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Huon, 
Maury,  HcCarty,  McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mer- 
cer, Uilligan,  Morris,  Patton,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phil- 
lips, Potts,  Reed,  Kuascll,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  BbieUs, 
Slade,  Sloane.  Spsngler,  Btanitefer,  Steele,  Btorer,  TaK 
iaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Waahing- 
ton.  White,  Whittle*^,  S.  Williama,  Wise— 75. 

Nats — Menrt.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beati- 
mont,  Bockee,  Boon,  Buyd,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Caaey, 
G.  Chambers,  Chancy,  Cbapin,  J.  F.  H.  Claitwrne, 
Cleveland,  Coffee,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cuihman, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoote,  Dunlap,  FsirAck], 
Farlin,  Fowler,  yrencb.  Fry,  W.S.  Puller.  Galbraitb, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Uannegan,  9.  S. 
Harrison,  Hiwes,  Hawkins.  UayDCs,  HenderrcD,  Uoltejr, 
Hopkina,  Hubley,  HuntHnsn,  J.  JacktOQ,  Janes,  Jarvw, 
J.  Johnson,  R.  U.  Johnaon,  C.  Johnaon,  Judaon,  Kilgore, 
Kinnard,  Klingenimith,  Lane,  O.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee. 
Leonard,  Logan,  Job  Hann,  Manning,  W.  Mason,  H.  Mft- 
son.  May,  McK>ni,  HcLene.  Montgomery,  Moore,  Hor- 
(tan,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parka,  Palteraon,  F.  Pierce, 
D.  J.  Pearce,  Pbelpi,  Jolin  Reynolds,  Seymour,  Sbinn, 
Sicklea,  Smith,  Speight,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
J.  Tharason,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Wagener,  Ward,  Web- 
ster, Weeks- 96. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  remarked  that  he  bad  not  intend- 
ed to  renew  the  motion  for  leave  to  offer  the  reaolution 
indicated  by  him  till  to-morrow;  but,  as  the  House  was 
full,  he  would  tM^T  the  prapoution  for  deciaion  at  Ibis 

He  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  until  one 
o'clock,  forthe  purpose  of  enablinghim  to  offer  the  reso- 
lution indicated  by  him. 

Hr.  HOPKINS  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they 
were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  waa  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  a  a  follows: 

Van — Mesars.  U.  Allen.  Anthony,  Ash.  Barton, 
Beale.  Dean.  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Boyd,  Bunch,  Burn*,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Uambrelenr, 
Casey,  Chancy,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane.  Cuahman,  Darlington.  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Uromgoole,  Dunlap,  Evana, 
Everett,  Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler.French, P.  C.  Fuller, 
William,  K.  Puller,  Gslbraith,  J.  Garland,  Oillel,  Gla*' 
cock,  Granger,  Grtntlanil,  Grave*,  Gr>ffin,  Joseph  Hall, 
U.  Hall,  Ilanier,  Hannegan,  Samuel  3.  Harriaon,  Albert 
G.  Harriaon,  Hawe%  Hawkine,  Haynea,  Hazeltine,  Hen- 
deraon,  Hiester,  Holaey,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Huntsman.  W.  Jackson,  J.  Jackson,  Janes,  J.  JohnsoD, 
It.  H.  Johnson,  H.  Johnaon,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judton, 
Kilgore,  Klingenimitb,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrenoe,  Lay, 
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G.  Lee,  J.  Le»,  T.  L*t,  L.  Le«i  Leonard,  Lincoln, 
Login,  Lo^ilt,  LucM,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Manning,  Mirtin, 
J.  Y.  Huon,  W.  Mwon,  M.  HiBon,  Hautr.  McCart]', 
HcCoDiu,  McKar,  HcKennan,  McKlm,  McLene,  Mer- 
cer, MiHigin,  Hontgomerj,  Hoore,  Morgan,  Morrin, 
Oweni,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patterton,  Pitton,  Frank- 
lin PieMC,  D.  J.  Peuee,  J.  A.  Pearec,  Pettigrew, 
Pbelpt,  Phillipi,  Polta,  Reed,  John  Reynotdi,  Ho^rt, 
RuMclI,  ScTmour,  A.  H.  SheppenT,  Shield!,  Shinn, 
Sicklei,  Slade,  Sloan,  Smith.  Spangler,  Speight,  Sian- 
defer,  Steele,  Storcr,  Sutherland,  Taliarerro,  Tajlor, 
Thonu,  J.  Thonuon,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Waibington, 
WebMer,  Wceki,  8.  WiUianu— IJS. 

NaT! — HeMTi.  Bond,  Bu^anan,  Carter,  O.  Cham- 
ber*, Frj,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Jarvii,  C. 
Johnnn,  Eennon,  Kinnanj,  Lewii,  LoTr,  Peyton,  Wad- 
dy  Thompwn,  White,  Wiae— 19. 

The  CHAIR  nld  tbat.  under  the  rule  of  the  Uouae, 
the  reaoluiion  mud  lie  aver  one  day. 

llr.  WISE  moTed  lo  wipend  the  rulea  of  the  Hoiue, 
for  the  whole  day,  for  the  conaiieration  of  the  tubjeci; 
which  wai  not  igreed  to. 

Mr.  DROHGOOLE  hoped,  be  aaid,  tbat  the  reaolu- 
iion would  be  coniidered  now. 

Ur.  EVANS  objected,  and  mored  Ihatlhe  reaolution  be 
printed)  which  wai  agreed  to. 

DAY  OF   ADJODRKMENT. 

The  joint  reaoluiion  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  lerm^nirKin  oF  the  preaenl  Kiaion  by  the  adjoum- 
iDenl  or  the  two  Houiea  of  Congren,  waa  taken  up. 

Mr.  CAHBKKLENQ  moved  (hat  the  conaideration  of 
Ihia  joint  re KiluiiDD  be  poitponed  to  the  firat  Monday  of 
May. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  objected  to  ao  longa  poiiponement, 
and  urged  the  cipediency  of  fixing  a  day  for  the  ad- 
Journmenl  of  Congreai.  Experirnce  (he  aaid)  had 
•howu  that  the  deapateh  of  buaineia  waa  expedited  by 
fliing  a  limit  lo  the  lenion. 

Mr.  CAUBBELENO  aaid  the  In  of  Hay  wai  only  a 

e  bill 

,       >  the 

■a  taken  up  and  diipoacd  of,  he  would  not 

Eonacnt  to  fix  a  day  for  the  termination  of  the  aeaaion. 

After  ■-  few  worda  fiom  Mr.  SPEIQHT, 

Mr.  HARUIN  aaid  he  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 

-  n  from  New  York  would  prevail.      if  e  hid  at  lead 


five  hundred  billa  to  act  upon,  amunnt  which  wai  ■ 
reported  two  yean  ago,  for  extending  the  beni  ~ 
the  penaionaclori833  lo  ihoie  officeriandioldiei 


fought  from  the  year  17S3  till  1794,  in  Ibe  Indian  war*, 
which  were,  in  fact,  a  continuation  ofthe  war  oflhe  Revo- 
lution. He  thou^it  that  bill  ou|[lit  to  be  acted  upon, 
and  thai  the  Houae  had  been  remin  in  not  calling  it  up 
and  paaaing  it  before  thia  lime.  No  man  could  teM  now, 
wiltiin  two  weeka,  at  what  time  Cong^reu  could  be  ready 
Id  adjourn.  When  the  lit  of  Hay  camr,  we  eoukl  fix  a 
day,  if  we  Were  r«adyi  and  if  we  were  not,  we  could 
poflpone  it  a  week  longer. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  hoped  that  the  motion  would  beiui- 
lained.  The  Houie  had  been  In  teuion  four  monthi, 
but  it  had  been  cmplayed  in  preparing  buaineaa  which 
waa  now  ready  to  be  acted  upon.  The  committeei  had 
deipitched  nearl;  all  their  buaineN.  The  long  political 
tpeeclita  were  now  over,  particularly  Ihote  in  rrlition 
to  preaident-making,  and  the  Uouae  bad,  fur  a  few  daya 
pa>t,  manifeited  a  diapviiiion  to  attend  lo  the  public 
buiinea*.  He  hoped  their  Grat  act  would  not  be  lo  fixa 
day  of  adjournment. 

Hr.  HEBCEB  differed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Morth  Carolina  a*  to  tbe  effect  upon  the  deapateh  ofbu- 


ainei*  by  fixing  the  day  of  adjournment.  It  produced  a 
conflict  for  tbe  priority  of  buuHen,  which  obitructed  ill 
deipatcb.  He  remarked  upon  the  embarranmenta  un- 
der which  tbe  buaineaa  of  the  Houie  bad  labored  tbia 
aeajion  in  conuquenee  of  the  adoption  ofapecial  order*. 
Thirty  day*  of  the  time  bad  been  apent  In  taking  quei. 
tiona  on  motion!  to  tuapend  the  rulea.  No  bunneaa  could 
be  taken  up  without  a  Tote  of  two  tbirda,  in  comeqnenca 
of  the  ipecial  order,  wherea*  the  repreaentatirea  of  a 
free  people,  if  they  were  capable  of  acting  at  all,  might 
to  act  by  majorities 

The  bour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  tbe  apecial 
order  vai  oalled  for. 

GENERAL  APPROPBIAT[ON  BILL. 

The  Houae  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
atate  ofthe  Union,  for  tbe  purpoae  of  proceeding  in  Ibe 
conaideration  ofthe  bill  making  approprialiona  for  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  aervice  ol  Ibe  Qovemment  for  Ibe 
year  1836. 

Tbe  queition  being  on  Ibe  amendment  propoaed  on 
Tueaday,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Bnarvaas, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  after  aome  remarki,  of- 
fered an  amendmen',  which  waa  decided  to  be  out  of 
order,  pending  the  motion  of  Hr.  BHrrxaD. 

[The  amendmenl  provided  that  every  expenditure  un- 
der contingent  approprialiona  abould  be  accounted  for, 
and  the  namea  given  of  Ibe  perions  lo  whom  money 
ahould  be  paid.] 

Hr.  SHBPPEftD,  having  been  requeated  to  withdraw 
hia  motion,  declined. 

Hr.  CAHBBELENQ  hoped  the  committee  woidd  pro- 
ceed, aection  by  aection,  and  not  coniume  time  by  go- 
ing from  aubjecl  to  auhject,  throughout  the  bill. 

Some  further  cooveralion,  to  the  nme  effect,  look 
place  between  Ueura.  MASON  and  BELL,  when 

Hr.  MASON  proceeded  lo  juatijy  the  conduct  of  tbe 
Executive  upon  the  subject  of  the  million  to  Ohio  and 
Michigan.  He  apoke  of  that  controveray  ii  one  of  the 
moit  painful  occurrencea  In  the  biitory  of  the  countryi 
and  he  thought  the  meskige  of  the  President  aufflciently 
explained  the  reaaoni  for  aending  two  diilinguiihed  gen- 
tlemen lo  endeavor  to  allay  the  excitement  and  prevent 
the  threatened  colliaion.  Even  if  the  Preiident  had 
overatepped  hia  conatiiutional  authority,  he  thought  tbe 
emergency  would  juitify  the  act.  But  he  would  not 
put  it  on  that  ground.  He  argued  that  tbe  Pretident 
was  bound  lo  aupport  the  laws,  lo  preserve  peace)  and 
under  that  power  he  bad  taken  a  mild  coune,  which 
would  have  been  reasonably  expected  to  prevent  a  con- 
flict between  lite  Siatei.  Tiiegenilemen  acnl  were  in  no 
■enae  niniatera plenipotentiary,  bul,were  mere  beareraof 
despatches,  giving  friendly  counsel,  and  collecting  infiir- 
mation  nccesnry  for  the  Preaident  in  the  discharge  of 
hii  dutieii  because  it  might  be  hia  duty  lo  remove,  the 
Quvernment  olBceri  in  Hichigan,  if  Ihey  were  disposed 
to  encroach  upon  the  righti  or  tbe  State  of  Ohio.  Hr.  M. 
then  compared  our  inititutions  with  thoie  of  England  in 
this  respect,  and  referred  lo  the  conitant  practice  of  the 
Government,  which  he  laid  had  obtained  from  ita  earli- 
est liiitorj,  of  sending  agents  to  execute  apecial  businen, 
and  obtain  information.  The  oeeaiion  here  he  conaider- 
ed  fully  enough  important  to  justify  the  measure,  and  he 
did  not  understand  tbat  any  objection  waa  made  lo  tho 
men,  the  occaaion,  or  the  amount  of  compeniation. 

Hr.  BELL  ihoughi  tbe  discussion  upon  this  question 
as  important  aa  any  ihal  could  arise,  though  he  shuuld 
be  sorry  to  have  it.prulncted,  But  he  would  not  be 
deterred  by  taunta  of  making  political  speecliei,  and 
complaints  of  delaya  of  buaineaa,  from  discuasing  Iheie 
imporlant  quealiona.  He  thought  it  had  become  loo 
common  lo  make  impulationa  of  political  or  other  mo- 
tive!^ whenever  gentlemen  rose  to  ditcuis  imporuot 


,A_.OOglC 


3247 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


.  •■  R.] 


(hutml  Jppnprialioii  BlU. 


[Am 


:  IS,  1S36. 


^noiplei  of  rorernment,  Mr.  B.  then  went  on  to  con- 
tend ipinit  the  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Miaen,  ttwt  the 
Prciidenl  tikd  ■  right  to  Bppotnl  publio  a^nti.  He  irgned 
that  there  were  publio  ofBceri,  ippointed  by  !■«  and 
by  the  conititution,  whoie  duly  it  wu  to  perform  th» 
duty.  The  Governor  and  the  attonier  for  the  Terrilory, 
public  oinceri  of  the  GoTertiment,  were  the  proper  oHl- 
oeri^  uid  ihould  have  been  called  upon  to  do  the  dul^ 


required.     The  Preaident  had  no  rixht  to  appoint  incb 
._.  _..  ..■_     ,i,(,oiit  the  Knowledj^e     '  "' 
of  Ibe  Senate,  which 


agent!  ti 


t  aecretly,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Giniiiirj,  ur  the  nnction  of  Ibe  Senate,  which  wal  ne- 
oeuary  for  all  mlnittcr*  and  (genta  of  (hia  kini].  He 
referred  to  aome  of  the  appoinlincnta  alluded  td  by  Hr. 
Hiaait,  and  aaid  they  alao  required  esplanation,  as  much 
a*  tbia.  He  objeeted,  not  ao  much  to  the  occasion^  the 
tppoinlnwnta,  or  Ibe  compenaation,  *a  to  the  principle 
upon  whieh  wch  appoinimcnta  were  anade.  He  denied 
the  right  of  the  Preaidenl  to  MWime  the  power  which 
had  been  jualified.  Kt  another  opportunity  would  be 
had  lo  diacuaa  Ihia  aubjeet,  he  would  uy  no  more  at 

Hr.  SHEPPERD  hoped  the  diacuwon  would  be  con- 
Bned  to  the  immediate  aubject  of  the  motion  he  had 
made. 

Mr.  WISE  <ud  the  diaeuauon  ahowed  the  neceMily  of 
examining  theae  contingent  appropriation*.  What  would 
gentlemen  aay,  be  uked,  if  it  ihould  turn  out  that  Ihii 
very  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thouaand  dollara  waa 
uied  to  pay  aome  of  ihcae  aecret  igenti,  appointed  with- 
out any  authoriiy  of  the  eonatilutionr  He  went  into  the 
examination  of  the  right  of  appoint  went,  and  contended 
that  the  Preaident  had  no  power  of  the  kind  contcndeil 
for.  The  contingent  appropriationa  (be  aaid)  were  ap- 
plied to  all  aorta  of  illegitimate  purpoaeai  and  were  one 
portion  of  a  lyatem  of  corruption  which  had  increaied 
to  a  moat  enormoui  extent.  They  are  preaented  in 
every  form,  in  every  guise,  and  preiaed  upon  the  Houae 
aa  of  the  utmoit  importance.  He  proteited  againit  the 
necraalty  of  contingent  appropriationi,  under  the  or- 
dinary adminiatration  of  the  Oovemmenli  and  would 
rather  let  theae  unknown  public  agenta  aufTer,  than  put 
■o  much  money  at  their  diipoial.  The  money  wai  put 
into  the  handa  of  the  moit  vile,  low,  unprincipled  agentai 
and  ihoogh,  if  they  should  prove  pure,  all  would  he 
well,  yet  they  were  auipeeted  and  accuaed  of  frauds 
and  improper  u««a  of  the  public  money,  and  they  ought 
to  be  tried.  But  examination  and  trial  could  not  be  had. 
Beaolutiona  for  inquiry  were  aupprened.  Mr.  W,  then 
itaA  on  to  apeak  of  the  connexion  of  Iteaben  H.  Whit- 
ney with  the  depoeile  banka  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  He  aaid  Reuben  M.  Whitney  waa  nut  em- 
ployed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury.  He  did  not 
want  to  aak  that  queationi  and  if  it  were  asked  whal  the 
truth  was,  and  the  Secretary  should  aniwer,  he  would 
not  believe  that  answer  any  more  than  he  woold  believe 
the  reply  of  a  common  thief,  who  abould  plead  not 
guilty.     He  wantfd  witnesaei  and  antwera  upon  oath. 

He  aaid  he  could  eitabliab  the  facttbat  B.  M.  Whitney 
did  receive  compensation  indirectly  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  public  money  waa  loaned  without  interest. 
The  banka  have  it,  and  it  is  worth  to  Ibem  at  least  three 
per  cent.  I  and  Ihia  would  be  at  least  a  proSt  of  nine 
milliona  of  dollan  per  annum;  and  how  much  of  ihis 
nine  millions  of  interest  was  allowed  to  R.  H.  Whitney, 
no  one  couhl  ascertain,  no  one  was  allowed  to  knowi 
and  any  resolutions  having  a  tendency  to  ferret  out  and 


■elheo 


uptioi 


ncident 


that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  R.  H.  Whit- 
ney, were  rejected  by  the  majoriiy  of  the  House,  Al- 
though he  knew  Ihal  a  majority  of  the  membera  of  [he 
Rouse  approved  of  bia  resolution,  yet  the  party  taclica 
would  not  allow  of  ita  adoption.  It  waa  a  political  fraud 
upon  tbe  people.  The  Government  waa  full  of  concealed 


corruption,  and  he  would  nther  aee  it  stop  now,  a«  11 
stands,  and  never  do  another  act,  than  live  in  eorruptiott 
and  die  by  corruption.  He  went  on  to  urge  the  necea- 
sily  of  inquiring  now  into  the  frauda  committed  upon  the 
public  treaaure.  He  wanted  to  know  if  an  agent  of  Iha 
Goveminent,  secretly  appointed,  bad  taken  an  appropria' 
tion  of  1500,000,  kept  it  ten  months,  speculated  upon 
it,  and  made  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  thousand  dollars. 
He  made  no  pledge,  but  he  believed  what  he  said,  and 
he  wanted  an  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  what  be  said.  It 
had  been  aaid  lomething  should  be  done  with  the  aurpliit 
revenue.  He  wanted  lo  say,  and  wanted  bis  constila- 
•nts  to  know,  that  nothing  woald  be  done  with  it.  There 
were  three  reasons  to  operate  against  it.  One  was,  that 
Ibe  money  had  got  into  places  from  which  it  could  not 
be  withdrawn.  The  banks  which  were  operatine  upon 
it  could  not  do  without  it,  and,  if  it  were  ordered  lo  be 
drawn  by  law,  it  would  smash  the  whole  system.  The 
one-headed  monster,  which  had  been  ctvahed,  waa  far 
less  dsngernuB  Ihsn  the  many -headed  monster  which  had 
been  eatabllalied  in  its  place.  Another  reason  wis,  that 
the  money  waa  wanted  for  the  benefit  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
h.  Co.  It  waa  wanted  to  be  applied  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
perpetuating  the  party  and  Iheir  government)  and  he 
contended  that,  ao  far  u  Ihe  House  sanctioned  eontin- 
gent  expenses,  ao  lai  they  sanctioned,  by  law,  thia  rob- 
bery of  the  country. 

Hr.  W.  continued  to  remark  upon  the  difG cully  of 
getting  infarniBtiDn,  and  the  ignorance  uf  the  House  in 
regard  to  unexpended  balances,  one  of  which  had  been 
suddenly  found  out  aller  this  appropriation  bill  had  been 
reported.  He  then  referred  lo  a  card  in  the  Globe, 
aigned  Heuben  M.  Whitney,  and  desired  lo  say  that  hia 
busineaa  was  not  with  Reuben  H.  Wbitney,  but  with 
Levi  Woodbury,  his  msater — his  colleague.  If  he  could 
bring  Levi  Woodbury  to  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  he 
would  care  nothing  for  the  conduct  of  Reuben  H.  Whil- 
ney<  and  he  went  on,  at  considerable  length,  charging 
frauds  and  corruption  upon  the  Treasury  Department, 
in  Ihe  management  of  the  public  money  for  Ihe  advan- 
tage of  individual  apeculaton,  who  were  aliaring  in  Ihe 
plunder  upan  the  country.  He  concluded  with  slaling 
that  he  knew  the  vilification  and  abuse  to  which  he 
exposed  bimaelf  by  making  theae  extenuve  exposures  of 
misconduct  on  the  part  of^ao  large  a  combination.  He 
knew  that  when  Ihe  bloodhounds  were  unkennelled,  a 
man  muat  be  correct  and  pure  himself,  or  he  will  be  de- 
voured. He  had  no  fears  upon  that  account,  either  per- 
sonally or  politically.  He  should  alwaya  endeavor  to 
expose  corruptiuna,  and  would  do  more;  he  would 
strive  lo  protect  the   rights  and   interests  of  his  con- 


Mr.  SHEPPERD  then  took  the  floor,  but  give  way  to 

Mr.  BOND,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise,  al 

the  hour  was  late,  and  he  wished  to  hear  the  gentleman 

from  North  Carolina  In  reply  to  the  remarks  that  had 

been  made. 

Mr.  CAUDRELEKG  objected,  and  remarked  that  the 
businraa  of  the  House  could  never  be  accomplished,  if 
so  much  lime  was  lo  be  spent  in  debating  trifling  amertd- 


ing  to  go  on  then. 

Mr.  SHEPPERD  continued,  and  spoke  in  deUil  of 
Ihe  expenses  of  Ihe  Slate  Department,  and  the  retrench- 
ment ihat  might  be  made  without  inconvenience,  accord- 
ing lo  his  motion. 

The  queation  then  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
SBiPFiaD,  it  was  decided  in  Ihe  negative,  by  a  vote  of 
SS  Id  67. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  lo  atrike  out  Ihe  following 
clause:  "  For  Ihe  superintendent  and  watchman  of  the 
nortbeast  executive  building,  91,500." 
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A(t«r  nme  remark*  rroni  Heun.  A.  II.  SHRPPERD 
tnd  CAMBRGLENO,  the  motion  wis  rejected. 

Mr.  CAHBRRLBNO  moved  to  increase  tlie  item  of 
^34,700  for  compennlion  to  the  clerks  »nd  me^ien^rt 
in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  tolSTtOOOj  which  was 
Kgreed  to. 

Mr,  LAT  mared  to  strike  out  the  cIrum  for  the 
penMtion  to  the  Solicitor  ef  the  Treuury,  (3,500,  *nil 
forconpenwtiori  to  the  clerki  In  nid  office,  ^,630;  Knd, 
■Rer  some  remarln  from  MeAra.  CAMBRELGNG, 
LAWRENCE,  >nd  J0HN9ON,  tM  committee  role,  fai 
want  of  a  quorum,  ind  reported  that  fact  to  the  Houie. 

Hr.  HANNEGAN  moved  a  call  of  the  Houie. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  tdjoummentt  and,  thereupon, 

Mr.  PARKS  demanded  the  jeas  and  naya;  which  were 
ordered. 

Tlie  quealian  bein^  taken,  it  was  detenliined  in  the 
affirmative:  Teas  78,  nayi  53. 

The  Houae  then  adjourned. 

TnniDaTi  Aran  t4. 
DEPOSITS  BANES. 

On  motion  ofHr.  DROHOOOLB,  the  following  r«to- 
lotion,  fubmitted  by  him  yeatcrday,  waa  taken  up; 

Uttohai,  That  the  Seeretaryof  (he  Treaaurybc  direct- 
ed lo  conimunieatc  to  Ihii  Houm  Ml  information  of  the 
mode  and  nunner  of  aelecting'  banka  in  the  leveral  Statet 
or  Territoriea  for  the  depoate  of  tb«  public  money  of  Ibe 
United  Stateii  of  all  contraeta,  ■greeaienta,  or  atipula- 
tioni,  sntered  into  with  aaid  banka  for  the  aafe  keeping 
ofnid  moneyi.  That  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treaturj' alio 
(fate  what  agenta  have  been  employed,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  Iheira^ncy,  and  the  compensation  which  such 
arenta  have  received  in  any  way  from  the  Oovemment 
of  the  United  Stateii  and  that  he  a1*>  atate  what  officer* 
or  agents  on  the  part  of  aaid  banks  have  in  any  way  par- 
ticipated or  been  inatrumental  In  the  fornution  of  any 
■ucli  contraeta,  agreements,  or  iiiputalions,  concerning 
the  depotite  and  safe  keeping  of  aaid  moneya  in  said 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  WISBroie,and 
moved  lo  amend  It,  by  iubstitnting  the  following  in  lieu 
thereof: 

Ruotved,  Thai  a  aeleel  committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  send  for  peraoni  and  papers,  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  ol  depoaite 
for  Ihe  public  mon^i  the  contraeta  with  Ihe  Treaaury 
Depanment,  by  which  they  are  reguUleili  the  manner 
in  which,  and  the  penona  by  whom,  such  contracts  are 
or  have  been  made;  into  all  correspondence  whatsoever 
touching  contracts  for  Ihe  depoaite  of  the  public  moneyi 
and  into  all  connexion  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial, 
which  exials,  or  has  existed,  between  any  peraon  or 
persons  snd  the  Treaaury  Department,  or  between  them 
'  and  the  depoaite  banks,  or  any  Individuals  or  bank<, 
touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and  depoaite  of  the 
ptibtie  moneyi  or  between  any  department  of  the  EieC' 
iitive,  and  any  individual  or  individuals  or  banks,  touch- 
ing the  disbursementaof  the  public  money,  appropriated' 
or  unappropriated  by  lawi  and  into  the  amount  of  com- 
penntion  of  any  or  all  agents  whatsoever,  official  or 
unofficial,  connected  with  the  aaid  nepartmeni,  or  said 
bank  a, 'touching  the  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  de- 
posite,  of  the  public  money;  and  that  said  commitlee 
have  leave  to  report  fay  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WISE  said:  Sir,  I  rise  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
(he  retolution  of  my  colleague,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
show  the  very  material  iKfference  between  it  and  the 
resolution  (or  which  it  is  offered  as  a  substitute. 

The  most  slriklng  difference  is,  ihst  Ihe  resolution 
simply  propoaca  10  direct  an  inquiry  of  the  Secretary  of 
Vol.  XI!.— SO* 


the  Treasury,  and  my  amendment  propose*  lo  appoint  a 
select  commiltee,  with  full  powers  to  invesligate,  by  the 
oath*  of  witnesses,  the  whole  subject  of  keeping  and 
disbursing  the  public  money. 

The  only  objection  which  I  can  anlicipate  lo  this 
amendment,  in  respect  to  this  dliTerence  between  it  and 
Ihe  resolution,  is,  Ihat  it  is  contrary  to  parliamentary 
usage  to  institute  i  commitlee  of  investigation  before  an 
inquiry  has  been  addressed,  in  comity,  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  until  such  inquiry  bas  been  answered  in  an  un- 
satisfactory manner.  Permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  Ihi* 
rule  of  psiTiamentary  uuge  hai  been  already  compiled 
with,  and  in  auch  ■  manner,  by  the  Secretary  o£  the 
Treuury,  as  forbids  a  moment's  delay  of  investlgmtion, 
or  the  least  indulgence  of  comity. 

It  will  be  remembered,  sir,  that,  during  the  last  Con- 
greoa,  the  Senate  of  Ihe  United  Stales  addressed  an  in- 
quiry aimilar  to  that  of  my  colleague,  but  In  fact  more 
full  and  more  searching  than  his,  and  Ihat  inquiry,  in 
lS3S-'34,  waa  answered.  The  answer  then  given  I  con- 
Idered,  snd  still  think,  was  unaalitfaclory  and  falae. 


to  the  character  of  that  answer,  and  prompted  by  in- 

formation  which  I  had  obtained  since  Ihe  comm       

of  the  present  teision  as  lo  the  relation*  of  " 


and  Independent  proposition  to  invesligate 
those  relations  "touching  the  depoaite,  aafe  keeping, 
and  disbursement,  of  Ihe  public  money."  Thrice  and 
again  did  I  offer  this  resolution,  and  1  hope  it  will  not 
Boon  be  forgolten  by  Ihe  American  people,  a*  often  it 
was  rejected  by  "the  parly." 

The  lepresenlatlves  of  the  people  having  again  and 
again  refused  lo  grant  the  power  of  investigation,  with  a 
majority  of  the  frienda  of  the  Secretary  in  the  House, 
Ihe  inference  was  becominff  too  strong  if  "  "         — ' — 


a  dreaded.     Accordingly,  sir,  in  the  Globe 


of'^e 


the  cue  to  '■  the  faithful;" 
history  of  our  Government  does  Ihe  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment stoop  from  his  high  elevation  to  the  editorials  of 
ihe  ■•offlclBtargan,"loanawer  "by authoHty"ai> Inquiry 
which  bad  not  been  made,  and  to  auggesi  to  his  frienda 
hit  preference  for  a  simple  inquiry  when  an  investigation 
was  asked,  if  not  to  dictate  to  C^mgress  the  mode  of  its 


beg  leave  to  read,  my  colleague  and  Ihe  House  will  find 
~  rery  inquiry  embraced  by  his  reaolutlon  snlidpaled 
id  answered. 

fiora  the  Olobe  of  Jpril  9, 1836. 
"  Hr.  WiBi. — Tliia  individual,  in  a  reaolution  which 
he  has  three  times  called  up  in  the  House  for  immediate 
iction,  ig  but  acting  anew  the  panic  scenes  in  Ihe  Senate 
n  lBJ3-'34.  Then,  Ihe  Secretary  uf  ihe  Treasury  wa* 
called  upon  far  copies  of  contracts  made  by  Ihe  Deparl- 
~ient  wilh  the  depoaite  banks,  correspondence  with 
lem,  and  even  the  amount  ol'  stock  that  officer  held  In 
ie  of  them;  also,  whether  an  agent  waa  employed  lo 
iperintcnd  Ihe  depoaite  banks;  if  so,  by  what  aulhorily 
be  was  employed,  and  how  much  he  was  paid,  and  out 
of  what  funds,  &c.  I'o  all  these  inquiries  prompt  an- 
swers were  given,  and  to  the  tatter,  tlist  no  agent  had 
been  employed  by  the  Department.  We  have  Rood  rea- 
son lo  believe  that  any  information  which  Mr.  Wise  may 
.  concerning  the  depoaite  banks,  in  pussraaion  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  he  can  readily  obtain,  by  ap- 
plying for  it,  withuut  llie  aid  of  a  formal  resolution;  and 
in  relation  loan  agent  lo superintend  the  deposite  bank* 
being  employed  or  paid  by  the  Department,  wc  'K  ui- 
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thorized  lo  my  the  uni«  aniwer  vould  be  given  to  tuch 
■II  inquiry  u  Ihftt  mule  to  the  Senate  in  1B34. 

■'  Tbe  iniinualion  made  by  llr.  Wiie,  tb«t  tome  per- 
tun,  ai  an  ag^iit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trraiury,  or  of 
fbe  depoaile  binlii,  ii  employed  in  deciding  on  their  se- 
lection, or  in  talcing^  aecurily  froin  Ibem,  11  without  the 
lent  shadow  of  Toundation.  All  [heae  arrangemeati,  we 
are  authonzed  to  uy,  are  made  belween  the  public  au- 
thorized officeri  of  the  Treasury  Department  ard  tbe 
banki  only. 

"So  far  as  the  reaolullon  of  Mr.  Wise  refers  to  •» 
certain  Reuben  H.  Whitney,"  and  bia  agencica  for  the 
depoaite  banks,  and  the  compensation  which  he  receives 
from  ioy  of  them,  he  (Hr.  W.)  has  already,  oter  bis 
own  signature,  given  to  the  public  tbe  nature  of  lh« 
tune;  and,  allhough  these  may  be  coniidcred  mittera 
purely  and  altogether  of  a  private  nature,  yet  we  believe 
that  llr.  Whiinty  will  not  heulnte  10  answer  any  quM- 
tion  relating  to  them  which  tnsy  servo  lo  gratify  the  cu- 
rloaily  of  Hr.  Wise." 

Thus,  sir,  adopting  tbe  answer  of  Mr.  Taney  in 
lB33-'34,  andharingsTreadyaaid,  before  inquiry,  "thua 
far  will  I  answer,  and  no  farther,"  why  should  we  delay 


able  ctdleague  to  give  the  pilferer*  of  the  publi 
more  time  lo  picC  and  steal?  Tbe  answer  whicli  the 
Secretary  says  "  by  authority"  be  will  give  i*  exactly 
the  answer  1  expected  he  would  give.  And  it  is  to  test 
the  truth  or  faliebood  of  that  very  answer  that  I  demand 
a  committee,  with  power  to  serd  fur  pertoiu  and  papers. 
I  here  charge  that  answer  of  1833-'34,  as  now  adopted 
by  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be,  at  this 
time,  false  and  deceptive)  if  it  speaks  truly,  as  far  as  it 
■peaks  at  all,  1  believe  it  can  be  proved  to  be  fslie  in 
suppressing  the  truth,  or  in  not  telling  the  whole  truth. 
I  ask  for  the  power  to  procure  this  proof)  and  am  I  to  be 
told  that  I  must  again  inquire  of  tbe  culprit  whom  1 
charge  with  having  already  answered  falsely  f 

But,  sir,  let  usBuppose  that  ussge  will  not  be  complied 
with  by  adopting  the  amendment  which  I  propose  as  s 
aubslilule  for  the  resolution  of  my  honorable  CQlleague, 
Still  ibe  objections  lo  the  adoption  of  thai  MMitulion  are 
insuperable,  and  tbe  rcMons  for  departing  from  usage 
in  this  esse  sre  conclusive.  Admit  that  Mr.  Secretary 
baa  given  no  answer,  and  that  this  House  should  not 
compromilits  dignlly  by  noticing  editorials  in  the  Globe 
at  official  communications,  it  is  a  sufficient  objection  to 
ny  mind  to  a  mere  inquiry  that  Hr.  Secretary  himself 
has,  "by  authority,"  Invited,  suggested,  or  even  dared 
to  intimate,  the  course  of  an  inquiry,  when  the  queation  of 
examination  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses  was  pending.  )t 
seems  to  me  that,  by  that  "  authorized"  editorial  in  the 
Globe,  Mr.  Secretary  did  not  so  insolently  snd  itnpu- 
dently  mean  to  say,  "so  far  will  I  answer,  snd  i)o  far- 
ther," as  he  meant  cunningly  (o  give  the  cue  to  "  the 
party,"or,  crouchingly  and  craven-like,  to  beg  his  friends 
to  screen  him  from  the  scrutiny  of  a  committee.  The 
one  inlerprelntion  or  the  other  must  prevail  to  convict 
him  of  iasolent  dictation,  or  of  guilty  timidity.  Sir,  I 
am  bound  to  believe  that  my  honorable  colleague  did 
not  Uke  ihe  hint  from  the  Globe  to  offer  his  resolution, 
but  Imustsay  It  cornea  at  an  iil-omened  time  for  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Secretary,  and  he  ought  scarcely  to  expect 
us  (o  yield  Ibit  lo  dictation  which  is  due  only  to  courtesy, 
or  to  yield  that  to  charity  and  n^ercy  which  Is  due  to  truth 
and  the  country,  ^hy,  sir,  did  not  the  Uouae  permit 
me  to  introduce  my  resolution,  so  that  the  main  question 
might  have  been  put  upon  lis  adoption  before  my  eol- 
lesgue  offered  his,  to  which  mine  is  an  amendment, 
which  may  now  be  cut  off  by  Ibe  previous  question 
whenever  the  friends  of  Mr.  Secrelary  choose'  Why  is 
the  course  which  Hr.  Secretary  prewribes  given  prece- 


dence to  that  which  a  repreaentalive  of  the  people  de- 
mands, to  investigate  Mr.  Secretary's  own  conduct  in 
keeping  and  eonlroUing  the  money  of  the  people?  1 
■ure,  sir,  that  my  honorable  coiletgue  did  not  offer 
resolution  of  inquiry  merely  becsuse  Mr.  Secretary 
requested  iti  but  I  shall  assuredly  vole  against  the 
adoption  of  his  resolution,  for  the  very  reason  that  Mr. 
Secretary  himself  ask*  that  an  inquiry  of  himself  only 
shall  be  instituted.  Sir,  put  here  to  guard  the  Treasury, 
I  discharging  my  duty  to  my  constituents  when  I 
mil  those  who  have  the  keys  of  the  coffers  to  pre- 
scribe the  mode  of  proving  ihcir  honesty?  Put  here  to 
Judge  of  Ihe  conduct  of  execulive  officers,  and  to  inves- 
tigate that  conduct  strictly,  am  1  lo  be  content  with  the 
mere  ipse  dixit  of  Ihe  officer  himseir  aa  (0  his  falthfulnest 
and  purity?  Is  ii  to  be  expected  that  I  will  trust  to  the 
mere  word  of  an  officer,  not  on  oath  at  ul),  who  Mks  ne 
to  take  tbat  word  alone,  when  I  require  him  to  be  put 
upon  his  oath,  and  wish  10  call  other  witnesses?  Is  not 
the  request  by  him,  to  ask  him  simply  whether  be  he 
guilty,  and  not  to  try  him  by  proof,  enough  to  raise  tho 
suspicion  at  once  that  truth  and  honesty  both  require  a 
trial  upon  oUbf  Sir,  this  intimstion  of  Hr.  Secretary-. 
more  than  any  other  cause,  has  made  me  eager  for  an 
invesligatioQ  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  and  should 
make  bis  friends  still  more  eager  for  tbe  sake  of  hit  own 
reputation.  It  will  no  doubt  be  much  more  agreeable 
to  Mr.  Secretary  lo  answer  an  inquiry  addressed  to  him 
sitting  in  tbe  big  chair  of  his  office,  which  be  may  answer 
fully  or  not  as  he  pleaaes,  than  lo  respond  on  oaib  to  in- 
terrogatoriea  addressed  to  hit  conscience,  not  to  his  good 
pleasure.  And  inasmuch  as  he  has  presumed  to  ask  (or 
Ihe  one  course  to  avoid  tbe  oiber,  1  am  for  bringing  bia 
dignity  down  lo  the  lowly  level  of  an  boncit  man.  I  am 
confident  ttiat  the  chance  it  much  better  of  getting  the 
truth  froEB  ihe  witness-aland  than  from  the  Treasury 
Department.  But,  will  gentlemen  say,  ifwr.  Secretary 
has  answered  falsely,  will  you  not  allow  him  to  answer 
over  again? 
Sir,  Ibis  brinj^ 

(he  resolul'. —  ,  „  _. -^  — „ 

false  or  foul  in  the  relations  of  Mr.  Secretary  with  R. 
U.  Whitney,  la  it  to  be  expected  that  he  will  himself 
expose  it'  Does  not  every  lawyer  know  that  felonaM 
the  bar  of  justice  will,  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
times  in  a  thousand,  plead  "not  Kuilty?"  Was  it  ever 
heard  of  that  tbe  mere  reiponae  of  the  su^iected  or  ac- 
cused should  be  taken  as  evidence  of  innocence,  or  evi- 
dence in  any  tense?  And  If,  sir,  the  resolution  of  my 
collesgue  prevail,  1  fear  such  will  be  its  tendency  and 
effect.  Gentlemen  tell  me,  "Let  us  have  Ihe  answer 
of  the  Secretarj'  firsi,  and  then,  if  it  be  not  ■ttitfactory, 
we  will  grant  you  a  committee!"  And  it  this  lo  be  the 
door  of  etcape  from  investigation?    Do  gentlemen  ex- 

Eect  to  deceive  or  cajole  me  wilh  fair  words  of  promise 
ke  this?  Ay,  nr,  a  committee  mU  be  granted  if  Ihe 
answer  be  not  satisftctory.  Satlafactory  to  whom?  To 
mr,  or  to  "the  faithrul?"  Do  I  not  know,  ur,  now,  be- 
forehand, that  a  wbitewatbing  answer  will  he  retoniedi 
gloating  over  all  fraud  and  peculation,  concealing  the 
agents,  at  least,  of  speculation  on  the  public  moneys, 
mtking  all  fair,  snd  comely,  and  satisfactory  to  Ibe  blind 
devotees  of  "the  party?"  Have  1  not,  from  what  1 
have  already  teen  here,  the  bett  reaaons  to  fear  that 
"the  party"  wilt  refuse  a  committee  after  tuch  an  an- 
twer,  because,  to  allow  invesiigsiion  will  be  lo  impugn 
Ihe  answer  of  Mr.  Secretary?  And,  sir,  will  not  Mr. 
Secretary'*  self-acquittal  be  held  up  as  evidence  not 
only  of  hla  own  innocence  of  any  the  least  improper 
connexion  with  R.  M.  Whitney,  or  of  any  oiher  mallea- 
tance  touching  his  office,  but  of  Whilney't  purity,  tnd 
of  tbe  wickcdnett,  too,  of  thote  who  suspect  or  accuse 
ihete  par  ttobilt  frvtrum?    Sir,  let  tbit  resolution  be 
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■dopledi  let  (he  Secreliry  of  the  TretMry  h*ve  leave 
to  *n*w«r,  not  on  v*th  or  croM-exiniinition,  in  riri' 
diotion  or  himself  and  not  only  vill  he  be  made  in- 
,  Wbitney  not  proved  guilty,  llie  depofilei  left 


up  to  odium  and  abuse.  I,  thereFarei  now  aay,  once  for 
all,  that  I  am  no  accuier.  I  b»*e  not  the  evidence  upon 
which  to  found  an  accusation.  But  t  knov  and  believe 
enough  to  mike  all  desire  an  investigation.  I  am  not, 
air,  to  be  caught  in  any  Ninian  Bdwvds  proiecutioni 
but,  be  it  remembered,  iF  there  be  no  inveaiigalion  it 
will  not  be  my  fault)  and,  if  guilt  somewhere  be  not 
proved,  it  vill  be  for  the  want  of  power  to  eall  upon 
witnesws  to  teiti^.  Will  my  colleague  lend  liimacK  to 
thi*  ea*7  mode  of  e«eipe  to  the  suipectedF  Wilt  be  ai- 
aiit  in  letting  this  dangerous  trap  for  the  innocent?  I 
*m  aure,  tir,  that  no  atern  republican  will  fail  to  do  every 
thing  in  hi*  never  to  protect  the  public  purse,  and  no 
Virginian  will  aid  the  agents  of  corruption  to  ihift  their 
f>dium  upon  Ibose  who  would'  expose  their  guilt.  He 
who  will  knnwingly  and  wilfully  asiiat  in  icreeiiing  cor- 
ruption, is  himself  corrupt)  and  I  now  say  in  advance, 
that  if  the  course  which  1  fear  be  pursued,  it  will  be 
proof  eoncluiive  that  there  ii  the  foulest  corruption  in 
the  Qoverainent — not  a  mere  corruption  of  ambition  for 
offlee  or  station,  but  bate  mercenary  corruption  of  ava- 
rice for  gold;  and  he  will  be  blind  who  cannot  Me  who 
•re  its  agents. 

But,  air,  if  usage  heretofore  has  been  with  my  col- 
leagur,  and  aninat  the  course  I  propose,  yet  I  think  tbe 
last  chapter  of  our  experience  in  relation  to  inquiring 
into  the  aboaes  and  corruption  of  the  Departments  should 
teach  u*  to  abolish  a  usage  ■bieh  baa  worked  so  much 
detriment  to  the  public.  I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  forget 
■0  soon  the  bittory  of  the  investigation  of  the  Post  OfBce 
Department.  Loud  complaints  were  heard  of  malfea- 
sance and  corruption  there.  Suspicions  were  entertained 
and  expressed,  proofs  knonn  to  be  in  existence,  and 
Chargea  were  openly  made.  Power  and  its  party  atTected, 
H  in  this  instance,  to  treat  Ibe  complsints,  suipicioua, 
and  cbargea,  a*  tbe  false  elamor  of  oppositiun.  Inquiry 
after  inquiry  wai  made,  and  the  invariable  response 
from  tbe  guardian- waicbman  wua,  "alt's  welt!"  and  all 
were  bound  to  believe  it  DeEance  even  wa*  hurled  at 
the  effrontery  of  bire  luapicion,  and  loudly  waa  inno- 
ocnce  and  purity  pretended,  even  after  invettigatlon  be- 
gan to  probe  Uie  ulcers  of  corruption.  Tbe  Senate's 
cummittce  were  not  believed,  and  it  waa  a  duly  of  party 
■Itepaoce  to  cry  out,  "false  accusation!"  At  last  the 
committee  of  the  House  wai  appointed,  conaiiting  of  a 
majority  of  "the  parly"  itielti  and,  aher  a  long  and 
laborious  examination,  it  cams  out  (lowW,  and  not  until 
m  particular  juncture,  when  certain  of  the  "knowing 
onea"  begin  to  love  Mr.  Barry's  place  better  than  hia 

Sieace  or  his  paHy,  that  there  had  been  eoibeizlementi 
[•ud,  and  corruption  enough  to  render  the  Department 
insolvent,  and  to  bring  Ibe  name  of  an  honest  and  honor- 
able man  (Hr.  Barry)  almost  to  InAmy  and  contempt. 
The  truth  was  exposed  at  lut,  but  too  late  to  save  tbe 
money.  The  roguea  had  deceived  Mr.  Barry,  pocketed 
(he  money,  ind  most  praclouily  resigned  office  to  eacipe 
conviction,  and  to  enjoy  their  ease  and  their  gaini!  li 
this  scene  to  be  acted  over  againr  No,  >ir,  not  with  my 
consent.  1  am  for  pouncing  upon  thero  now  in  the  act 
uf  pilfering  and  plundering  the  Treasury,  and  detecting 
the  thiefin  tbe  "mainour."  Whatcare  they  for  repu- 
tation, when  they  have  once  got  the  plunder?  The 
people's  money  will  make  them  many  friends.  And  we 
are  to  be  pausing  here  upoTi  a  point  of  etiquette  with 
one  of  the  tuipected,  who  will  be  glad,  perbapi,  of  tbe 
opportunity  to  quiet  our  feara  yet  awhile  longer,  whilst 
the  plunderers  are  at  their  work,  and  the  imerei  are 
"taking  and  carrying  away!" 


I  am,  therefore,  for  abolidiing  to  coMly  and  corrupt- 
ing a  usage,  admitting  it  to  exist,  and  not  to  have  been 
compiled  with  in  Ihig  ease  by  an  answer  already  made 
in  advance.  What  were  the  moner*  of  the  Pott  OfBcD 
Department,  compared  with  the  entire  revenue  of  this 
country,  with  a  lurplus  in  its  Treasury  of  more  than  forty 
millions!  A  drop  in  the  bucket — >  rivulet  to  tbe  ocean. 
I  am  for  going  into  the  investigation,  then,  immediately, 
probing  this  matter  to  the  core,  and  saving  the  public 
money  while  it  is  still  in  my  reach,  if  it  is  so,  and  saving 
the  public  morals  before  thev  become  ilile.  Such  are 
the  flrat  objection*  to  the  dilatory,  ruinous,  and  white- 
washing course  proposed  hy  my  colleague. 

But,  sir,  1  have  aaid  that  the  Secretary  has  given  an 
aniwer  already,  "  by  authority,"  in  the  Glohet  and,  I 
repeat  it,  that  answer  is  false.  If  such  a  committee  as  1 
propose  is  granted,  I  will  prove  that  anawer  to  be  a 
wilful  aupprestion  of  the  truth.  1  bold  Mr.  Secretary 
teiponaible  for  tbe  whole  editorial  in  the  Globe;  and 
what  does  it  say?  "  No  agent  had  been  employed  by 
the  Department!"  And  further  the  respondent  answer- 
ed not,  though  be  knew  that  an  agent  had  been,  and  waa 
then,  and  knows  tli»t  he  ia  now,  employed  by  the  depot- 
ite  banks,  by  virtue  of  contracts  with  the  Department. 
and,  in  some  instancea,  upon  its  recommendation!  Mr- 
Secretary  alio  very  officioualy  gives  me  "  reaaon  to  be- 
lieve" that  "any  information  I  (Hr.  Wiai)  may  widi 
concerning  tbe  deposite  banks,  in  poasesaion  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  I  can  readily  obtain  by  applying 
fur  it,  without  the  aid  of  a  formal  resolution."  I'his  ia 
most  gracious  and  obliging!  I  wish  to  know  something 
about  Reuben  H.  Whitney,  and  Hr.  Secretary  kindly 
offers  to  inform  me  about  the  deposite  banks.  I  wish  to 
be  informed  of  the  unrecorded  tranaaction*  between  him 
and  Whitney  &  Co.,  and  he  pertly  offera  to  give  me  any 
information,  "In  powestion  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," as  to  banb,  not  Whitneys!  I  wish  to  examine 
him  upon  oatb,  under  the  authority  and  sanction  of  thia 
House,  and  he  gives  us  "  rauou  to  believe"  that  he  w  ill 
tell  uaany  thing  but  the  very  thing  we  wish  to  know,  "by 
' — '  applying  for  it,  without  the  aid  of  a  formal  resolu- 


Croyj)_a] 
And,  : 


lir,  has  it  come  to  thia:  that  subjects  of  auch 
iiuiuense  m^nitude.  Involving  tbe  whole  revenue,  com- 
merce, trade,  and  credit  of  the  country,  tbe  integrity  at 
Treasury  officers,  and  the  corruption  of  Treaiury  s^qU, 
the  safety  of  the  public  moneys  and  the  preservaiioD  of 


tary  thus  taunt  a  Hepreaentative  with  bia  inability  to 
detect  abuses,  and  his  own  power  to  stifle  investigation? 
Am  I,  are  we.  Individually,  to  bow  before  hint  for  secret 
information  touching  the  most  vital  public  trusts,  which 
he  should  be  impelled  for  concealing,  if  he  haa  con- 
cealed it. from  us  as  a  House  of  Congress?  Are  the 
public  functionariea,  and  etpebially  he  who  holds  the 
puTte-strings,  to  be  held  responsible  only  so  far  ai  they 
may  choose?  Shall  Hr.  Secretary  keep  a  part  on  tlie 
record  and  ■  part  in  his  own  bosom,  and  deal  out  the 
evidence  a>  be  pleases  to  individuals  who  are  curious, 
and  not  be  forced  to  testify  on  oath  aa  to  the  whole  truth 
before  the  people's  Kepretentalivea'  Sir,  I  would  spurn 
the  act  of  applying  to  him  for  information,  who  has  al- 
ready told  me  he  will  not  anawer  truly.  I  will  not  con- 
descend to  aak  him  on  his  own  terms^  when  1  am  con- 
vinced they  are  in  fraud  of  my  country,  and  when  I  have 
proposed  terms  of  my  own,  which  he  will  riot,  and,  I 
believe,  dire  not,  accept.  I  will  not  inquire,  as  Hr. 
Wise,  for  mere  curiosity,  when  I  feel  bound  to  inve^i- 
gate,  from  a  sense  of  duly,  as  a  member  of  Congreaa.  I 
will  not  apply  to  a  man  for  evidence  againat  himself, 
when  I  believe  that  I  have  no  need  of  hia  confeaaiona  to 
convicl  bim  of  fabchood,  if  nut  of  corruption.     And  if 
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thii  ii  to  be  (he  medium  oriight  ind  knowledge  to  the 
people  of  iheir  public  men  and  ilieir  meuuTe;,  darkneis 
will.  inileeJ,  to  cover  the  Und,  thit  poirer  nity  without 
fCRr  conceal  the  kbuiei  which  it  commit!,  wilh  impunily. 

He  hu  *lso  infurtaed  ur  tliat  "tiie  insinuation  that 
■ome  person,  u  in  i^nt  of  the  Secretary,  or  of  the 
depoiite  banks,  ia  empioj^ed  in  decidin^c  on  their  (elec- 
tion, or  in  taking  lecurity  froiD  them,  la  without  the 
least  ahadow  of  foundation."  Now,  air,  thia  too  ia  a  per- 
fect apecial  plea.  Here,  Int  the  firat  time,  don  the 
"authorized"  edilorial  apeak  in  the  diijunctive  or  alter- 
native of  an  a^nl  of  the  Department  or  of  the  bankai 
but  at  to  an  agent  for  whal?  For  "deciding  on  their 
aetection,  or  in  taking  security  from  them."  "All  these 
arrangements,"  aaya  the  anawer,  "  are  made  between 
Ike  public  authorized  ofliceri  at  the  Treaiury  Depart- 
ment and  the  banks  only."  But  are  "  Iheae  arrange' 
mcntt"  alir  The  Secretary,  no  doubt,  ilecidea  upon  se- 
lection, takes  aecurityj  and  the  two  contracting  parliea, 
the  binki  and  the  Department,  contract;  but  who  ia  the 
"  inlernunciof"  Who  aecretly  correaponda?  Who  re- 
porta  upon  the  aafeEy  or  sultency  of  the  banka  aelected, 
or  to  be  aelected'  Who  r«porta,  officially  or  unofficial- 
ly, I  care  not  which,  upon  the  policy  of  aelecting  or 
continuing  thit  or  that  bank  of  depoaiCe,  wilh  a  view  to 
political  party  effect?  Who  ia  paid  tribute  for  these 
offices?  by  whom?  hawmucbf  Haa  any  one,  by  thia 
position,  the  whole  money  power  of  the  Treasury,  and 
(he  unlimited  power  of  Ibe  credit  of  thirty-five  banks? 
How  ia  that  power  uaed  or  abused  ?  Who  is  reaponuble? 
Who  has  the  profit*?  Who  suffers?  Sir,  we  are  told 
that  all  (beae  "  matters"  are  •■  purely  and  altogether  of 
a  private  nature,"  and,  perhaps,  Mr.  Whitney  will  con- 
descend "(o  gratify  the  curiosity  of  Mr.  Wiae!"  Sir,  ia 
not  this  bold  effrontery,  thia  hardihood  of  corruption, 
worse  that)  the  loss  even  of  the  public  money?  Shall  we 
permit  corruption  to  grow  ao  bold  aa  to  beard  us  in  our 
seals,  and  so  atrong  aa  to  plunder  in  open  day?  Ia  the 
rogue  with  the  purse  in  bis  hand  thua  to  taunt  us  by 
■baking  it  in  our  faces? 

Have  gentlemen  ao  soon  forgotten  the  doctrines  and 
practices  of  "  the  parly,"  in  relation  to  the  "  fair  busi- 
ness Iransactiont"  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Do 
they  not  remember  how  far  the  committee  orCongreas, 
in  1832,  went  into  the  invcaligatioo  uf  the  private  irana- 
actions  of  Thomas  Biddleic  Co.  and  of  Noah  h  Webb,  with 
tlieBaiikorthe  United  States?  And  are  not  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  of  the  taat  Congress,  who  propo- 
aed  to  go  much  hrther  againit  that  fated  and  doomed 
institution  not  now  here  preaenti  and  will  tbey  change 
Ibeir  lone  of  investigation  upon  a  change  of  the  depot- 
itesi  and  will  (hey  not  assist  me  in  ferreting  out  the  pri- 
vate traniactiona  of  K.  H.  Whitney  with  the  Department 
and  the  pet  banks? 

But,  air,  I  do  not  aak  an  inveatigalion  of  private  and 
individual  concernt  and  traosactions.  These  banks  may 
psy  their  own  agents  touching  their  own  affiiira  what 
they  pleue:  1  wish  only  to  know  whether  they  pay  an 
agent  properly  oura,  for  hit  services  and  negotiations 
touching  the  depoaite,  use,  and  control,  of  the  public 
money.  What  right  baa  any  man.  Department,  orbanka, 
to  make  iheir  buaness,  touching  the  public,  secret? 
Surely,  an  ini  estigalion  to  sscertain  the  real  Mg^nta  of 
(he  Treasury,  and  the  unknown  keepers  and  disposers 
and  beneficiarUs  of  tlie  Guvernment  funds,  is  nnt  an  in- 
quisition. The  fact  of  a.  M.  Whitney  having  the  use 
and  control  uf  (he  public  money,  if  auch  be  the  fuct, 
which  1  wish  (o  know,  makes  his  agency  a  public  em- 
ployment, no  matter  by  whom,  really  or  oatenaibty,  paidi 
and  1  wist),  rurlher,  lo  know  its  uses  and  abuses.  If  it 
be  corrupt,  I  wish  to  trace  its  relations  lo  Mr.  Secretary; 
and  if  he  be  corrupt,  I  shall  demand  his  impeachment. 
I  aak  again,  tben,  shall  the  secrecy  and  privacy  of  thia  I 


agency  screen  it  from  invealigalian?    Shall  those  who 
are  secretly  concerned  be  allowed  la  tell  only  what  (bey 

Sir,  the  constitution  aolemDly  pointa  out  the  manner 
in  which  oSicers  shall  be  appointed.  There  aieeon- 
stanlty  many  ways  and  devices  praolisrd  whereby  to 
cresle  and  pay  officer*  under  the  evasive  name  of 
"  agents,"  without  (he  knowledge  of  the  Senate,  who 
conatitutionally  conGrm  nomlnationa  which  abould  be 
made,  or  of  (he  House  of  Hepresentstlvea,  who  should  no 
longer  aid  the  abuse  by  passing  so  many  items  for  con- 
tingent sppropriationi^  now  become  the  substitute  for 
the  fund  of  secret  service  money.  This  doctrine,  by 
the  by,  of  employing  and  paying  agents,  not  named  (o 
the  Senate,  nor  known  to  theappropriation  bills,  ia 
working  immense  mischief  in  the  Govemmenti  and  1 
wu  sorry  to  see  its  principles  and  practices  supported 
and  justified  theotberday  byaVirginian,  mycolleague, 
[Mr.  UiBon]  1  ask  now,  if  Mr.  Secretary  shall,  iinder 
its  authority,  clothe  R.  U.  Whitney  wilh  all  the  attri- 
butea  of  an  officer,  and  with  mrae  power  by  favor  than 
be  could  poasibly  obtain  for  him  by  law,  and  then  escape 
accountability  for  bit  malfeasance  because  he  It  not  an 
officer  under  hiscootrol?  By  the  aame  cunning  inven- 
tion, in  fraud  of  the  law  and  the  conslitutioo,  may  not 
agenta  of  every  drscriplion  be  foisted  into  every  Depart- 
ment? And  if  in,  without  being  known  to  the  Uw,  and 
ofBcera  in  (act,  without  retponsibilily  as  sueh,  will  not 
their  chincea  of  pillage  be  mulliplied  beyortd  cakuUtion, 
and  the  meant  of  detecting  thembeimpMtible?  Bballoffi- 
cial  corruption  be  cloaked  under  the  mantle  ofinviolable 
privacy?  Is  the  corruption  the  leaadisbonear,  orthe  leas 
lo  be  sought  after,  becauae  it  exists  in  secret,  and  it  tbe 
more  difficult  to  be  found  out?  Shall  we  knowingly 
permit  the  very  plan  invented  lo  deceive  us  to  succeed? 
Do  gentlemen  expect  deeds  of  darkness  to  be  done  in 
the  day?  Will  Uiey  not  investigate  until  crime  is  already 
public?  Can  there  be  no  corruption  which  ia  not  offidal? 
Ia  Whitneypurpoaely  not  made  an  officer  urag«nl  of  (he 
Government,  in  order  lo  avoid  all  manner  of  rcsponaibility 
as  a  private  agent  of  tlie  banks?  Are  public  officers  to 
be  converted  thua  into  private  individuals,  and  official 
responsibilily  into  private  trust?  Privacy,  sir,  secrecy  I 
iasllthey  ask  to  perpetrate  their  deedsof  darkness)  and 
(hall  we  not  bold  up  to  their  deeda  the  light  of  Inilb? 
By  a  patent  atime  of  corruption  shall  these  eels  of  filiby 
pools  be  made  to  elude  the  grasp  of  ioTcstigalion? 
Never!  with  my  content. 

But,  air,  the  difference  between  an  inaulry  anda  trial 
is  not  the  only,  though  the  chief,  difference  between  tbb 
resolution  and  the  amendment  proposed.  If  the  reso- 
lution of  my  honorable  colleague  be  critically  examined, 
it  will  be  found  that  it  couU  nut  be  more  artAilly  drawn 
than  it  is  lo  correspond  exactly  with  what  we  may  now 
certainly,  "  by  aulhorily,"  anticipate  will  be  tl>e  answtr 
to  it  by  Mr,  Secretary.  It  does  not  inquire  even  as  tkr 
asiustiDe  to  truth  and  the  counlrj'  dcmandt.  Itaaks 
only  such  quealions  as  Ur.  Secretary  hasaaid  beforehand 
he  will  anawer,  and  none  whatever  thai  he  bat  evidently 
Aown  a  diapoaition  to  evade. 

1'o  underatand  the  extent  of  tbe  difference  between 
the  resolution  and  amendment,  we  mtist  understand,  or 
keep  in  mind,  the  nature  and  character  of  the  agency 
employed  by  the  Department,  and  paid  by  the  banks  to 
be  mquired  into  or  investigated.  An  agent,  sir,  ia  not 
required  so  niuch  by  the  Government  lo  select  these 
depo&ite  banks,  and  make  contracts  wilh  them,  as  he  ia 
required  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  con- 
cerning (liem,  upon  which  Hr.  Secretary  may  decide 
upon  their  selection,  and  upon  the  formation  of  contracts 
with  them.  The  agent  does  not  select;  be  does  not  con- 
tract wilh  Ihem.  But  he  furnishei  the  information  upon 
which  tclecUoa  and  contracts  by  Hr.  Secretary  and  tbe 
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btaka  »r%  bucd.  I  tbercrore  go.  Grit,  beyond  the  OMre 
"  node  titd  nwQDer"  of  teleetin^  and  forming  contract* 
witb  tha  banks,  uid  propoie  to  loveitigMe  tbr  character 
of  all  CM^Wtpond^ncc  tooching  (he  public  depoiitei. 

What  a»y  we  tuppoae  to  be  the  character  DfaCDrre' 
MondeiMebetweenllr.AgentWhitneyandHr.  Secretary 
«if  dM  Treauiy,  in  relation  to  a  bank  vhich  U  propoaed 
t«  he  ejected  and  contracted  with  by  the  latter?  If  any 
•uch  regular  correspondence  ciiili,  will  gentlemen  nut 
iaquire  into  it?  I  believe,  nr,  th*t  much  would  be 
found  in  tuoh  a  correapondenca  to  be  dreaded.  1  be- 
fieve,  ur,  thai  tbera  it  can  be  found  that  political  con- 
•JdonlioiM  weighed  heavier  than  all  ftieal  reaaou  for  le- 
lecting  and  eontraetiDC  with  certain  local  banks.  I  do 
not  ^ai^  the  bet  to  be  lo.  I  charge  nothing.  I  only 
wi^  to  investigate  whether  the  fact  be  so  or  not.  I  do 
not  eipect,  ur,  that  investigation  will  find  the  fact  to  be 
■a  ■Hnnatively.  I  pfesuroe  that  if  Whitney  ever  hai 
recommended  a  bank  from  political  con^eralioni,  Ithii 
been  done  Dcgatlvety.  He  mirht  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sec- 
retary very  properly  say,  for  instance,  that  in  this  or 
that  State  or  ^y  tJierie  are  several  banking:  inttitulioo^ 
.all  equal^  sound  and  ssfti  ai  to  credit  and  funda,  but 
that  uus  or  that  bank  will  ute  the  public  money  fur  pn- 
litieal  purposes,  became  it*  controlling  ofHcers  and  its 
stockbohlers  are  warm  parlisani  of  a  particular  psrty, 
and  therefore  it  would  be  improper  to  select  it  u  abank 
of  dapoMtei  and  he  might  recommend  another  bank, 
tha  emoert  of  which  might.  In  like  manner,  belong  to 
aaother  party,  but  who  would  not  u*e  the  public  Dioney 
for  political  purposes.  Poor  human  nature  is  weak! 
Now,  which,  sir,  with  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  do  you. 
4Uppoae,  a  whig  or  a  tory  bank,  would  be  most  likely 
not  to  use  the  public  money  for  political  purposes'  A 
aorrespoDdeace  of  this  negative  character  h*>  actually 
cone  to  light,  and  the  rogue  ha*  actually  given  it  ihi* 
tunt.  Again,  sir,  may  not  the  hint  lometimei  be  given 
that  a  bank  may  be  bought  to  buy  up  for  "  the  patty," 
which  willbuyupagainat  "  the  party"  if  it  be  not  bought' 
Hay  not  conaWeralions  of  specuUtion*  in  trade,  too,  be 
found  hidden  in  letter*  touching  the  public  depoutes.' 
What,  in  a  word,  sir,  may  not  be  found  in  Ihe  inner  re- 
cease*  of  a  Department  with  so  much  money  beldstwlll, 
.and  without  check  or  watch'  I  wish  to  know  all,  and 
the  people  have  a  right  to  know  every  thing  touching 
their  Treasury. 

Rut,  sir,  the  mokt  important  function  of  this  agent  is, 
not  only  to  obtain  information,  but  to  superrlie,  and  ez- 
aaune,  and  report  upon  the  condition,  the  solvency  or 
inaolvency,  of  these  banks,  and  lo  guard  the  safety  oF 
the  public  money.  He  may  not  select,  he  may  not  con- 
tract with  these  banks,  and  he  ouy  not  be  paid  by  the 
Oovemnent  of  the  United  Statei;  hut  if  he  Is  (he  ex- 
amining, the  vititine,  the  reporting,  or  whatever  other 
ajlent  you  may  call  him,  who  is,  in  a  word,  the  eye  of  the 


hi*  trust  i*  stitl  h)ore  important  and  responsible.  I,  there- 
fore, sir,  am  fi>r  investigating  whether  the  Department 
ha*  such  an  igenti  for  finding  out  "all  connexion  or  re- 
lation, official  or  unofficial,  which  cxista,  or  hss  existed, 
between  any  person  or  persons  and  the  I'reasury  De- 
partment, or  between  them  and  the  deposits  banks,  or 
any  individuals  or  hank*,  touching  the  custody  and  the 
control  anil  deposiie  of  the  public  money."  Nothing  of 
this  inquiry  is  embraced  by  the  resolution  of  my  col- 
league. Will  not  genUeinen  go  beyond  his  inquiry  into 
this  Important  field  of  mvesligation?  Ought  we  not  to 
see  (hat  our  moneys  are  safe,  snd  by  what  means  they  are 
guarded.'  Sir,  we  are  already  told  (bat  no  agent  is  em- 
ployed or  psid  by  ihe  Department.  But  it  >)  notorious 
there  is  such  in  agent  to  supervise  and  report  upon  the 
condition  of  these  bank*.    By  whom  1i  he  employed 


and  paid?  Is  it  poenbtc  that  be  is  paid  by  tha  baa%( 
Ihemaelvaa,  which  are  to  be  watched  aod  ^rdedf  t 
demand  to  know  If  this  be  the  fact.  If  so,  it  i*  ground 
alone  Tor  inrestlcation,  for  It  carries  fraud  and  oorrup- 
tion  on  the  face  of  it.  It  is  flagrant  robbery  of  theQov- 
Binment.  Sir,  we  are  told  that  Argus  of  obi  had  an 
hundred  eyes,  employed  and  paid  by  the  jealousy  itsalf 
of  Juno,  to  guard  lo,  the  mistress  of  Jupiter — an  hun- 
dred eye*  to  wstch  a  single  heifer,  and  the/  were  sll 
■ootbed  to  sleep  by  the  harp  of  Mercury.  Now,  sii-, 
our  Argus  of  the  Treasury  has  but  two  eye*  to  witeh 
thirty-five  banks,  by  whom  he  is  employed  and  paid  tq 
guard  tbemselves!  Sir,  do  you  suppose  that  either  of 
(hose  two  eyes  I*  for  the  Tre**ury,  or  that  one  ia  not  [or 
himself  first,  and  the  other  for  the  thirty-five  bank* 
nest,  as  sniwly  as  that  the  dog  will  lick  the  hand  that 
feed*  him.'  Whom  do  you  suppoae  that  Beuben  H. 
Whitney,  thus  employed  and  pud,  will  (ene— God  er 
Mammon/ 

But,  sir,  the  amendment  goes  beyond  the  renriution 
still  further,  in  proposi^;  to  investigate  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  moneys,  sppropristed  or  unappropria- 
ted by  Isw,  have  been  disbursed  or  used,  as  well  as  de- 
posited by  the  executive  departments  and  their  agent*. 
Let  roe  be  understood  as  nuking  no  charge  whatever 
in  advance,  by  the  tuppoeed  statement  which  I  will  give 
in  iltuitration  of  the  object  of  this  branch  of  the  investi- 
gation. The  last  Congreu  made  avery  large  appropria. 
tion  to  a  certain  public  work,  which,  with  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  of  appropriation  before  madr,  antounted  to 
little  leu  than  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Hereto- 
fore, superintertdents  of  public  works  have  been  em- 
ployed, whose  business,  I  believe,  it  wss  to  supervise 
the  eontrsctorf,  and  to  disburse  their  pay  in  the  usual 
form  of  checks  upon  some  convenient  hank  or  banka  of 
deposilei  but  suppose  thai,  in  the  late  instance  of  dis- 
bursing the  appropriations  for  the  work  alluded  to,  this 
mode  wss  somewhat  changed,  and  the  \>bole  ajnount  of 
nearly  hx  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  placed  in  the 
hsnds  of  a  single  agent,  in  the  form  of  a  drsit  upon  a 
deposite  bank  at  Pittsburg)  suppose  this  agent  kept  this 
drafl  ten  months  in  his  hajids^  until,  by  the  assistance  of 
"accommodations,"  and  upon  the  credit  of  (he  draft,  he 
could  purchase  up  the  notes  of  the  Pittsburg  bank  upon 
which  it  was  drawn  at  a  discount  of  from  three  to  five 
per  cent,  in  the  Eastern  clties<  and  that  this  agent  thus 
realiaed  some  fifteen  or  twenly.five  thousand  diillars  by 
the  apeculation  on  the  public  money.  Sir,  i  ask  gentle- 
men whether  facis  like  these  should  not  be  brought  (o 
liKht,  if  they  eiislt  and  whether  a  mere  inquiry  address- 
ed to  Ur.  Secretary  of  either  of  the  Drpariments  would 
be  likely  to  develop  the  truth  f  Will  this  House  aid  these 
corrupt  speculations  upon  the  public  moneys,  by  refu- 
sing to  invcsllgate  the  truth  of  facts  like  these,  believed 
to  ralst,  and  capable  of  being  proved? 

There  i*  not  time,  we  are  told,  at  Ibis  advanced  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  to  Gni^b  this  investigation.  Are  we 
not  sent  here  to  do  the  work  set  before  us?  Conaa  wa 
here  only  lo  pass  sppropriatlon  bills  (o  pay  these  plitn- 
derera  their  salaries  by  law,  in  addition  to  what  they  get 
without  law,  and  then  ga  home?  BhslI  vre  leave  our 
pott*  wilhout  detecting  the  Treasury  thieves,  and  with- 
out finding  out  their  secret  means  of  getting  into  the 
strong  box?  Shall  the  public  money  be  len  opet)  tu 
plunder,  and  shall  we  throw  no  protection  around  pub- 
lics'lrtue?  Sir,  I  considir  this  ihe  mast  important  sub- 
ject with  which  we  hive  to  do — vitally  more  important 
than  alt  the  presidential  questions  since  the  roundailon 
of  the  Gavemment;  and  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  sit 
here  until  Uccember,  if  I  einnot  sooner  satisfy  myself 
that  the  money  ufthe  Treasury  is  safe,  snd  what  is  more 
Importsnl,  that  the  morals  of  (lie  public  officer*  are 
pure  as  human  weakness  will  admit.    It  ia  a  great  mia- 
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Uke,  lir,  on  ibe  pirt  of  tboMwhokre  Intereated  to  drive 
ui  from  our  poMi  m  toon  u  poMiblc,  to  uippoiB  Ihat 
the  people  ire  not  inziou*  for  us  to  do  our  duty,  and 
that  tbey  are  not  willinff  ve  should  take  abundant  lime 
to  do  that  duty  thoroughly  and  bithfuHy.  Day  aC^r 
day  gentlemen  lUEpeiid  ibe  rule*,-  or  give  univeraal  eon- 
■ent,  for  the  purpoae  of  offering'  reiolulioni  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  eitabliebing^aniailroute,  of  grant- 
ing a  pennon,  of  paying  a  private  claim,  or  for  any  pur- 
poae,  however  Iririal  or  unimportant,  eo  it  doe*  not 
touch  ihe  (ubject  of  abuteiiand  yet  (hey  plead  that  they 
hare  not  time  to  inveitigate  the  great  and  paramount 
•ubject  of  proteclinr  your  whole  revenue  from  pillage, 
and  your  higbeat  puolie  ofGcea  from  the  moat  dangerouB 

Having  abown  tbe  great  difference,  both  in  character 
and  extent,  between  the  resolution  of  ray  colleague  and 
the  amendment  which  1  prapoie,  here  I  might  conclude: 
but,  air,  I  must  inquire,  what  now  ia  Ihe  condition  of  your 
public  moneys?  They  were  once  safe  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  That  initilution  whs  clamored  down 
by  "the  parly,"  under  the  weight  af  charges  ofcorrupl- 
]y  u^ag it*  funds  for  political  purpiiei,  and  of  being  a 
dangerous  comtnerciat  monopoly.  The  deposiles  were 
removed  by  an  eilrsordinary  exercise  of  executive  pow- 
er, and  the  public  moneys  were  taken  into  the  custody 
Kftd  control  -M  the  Seerelary  of  the  Treasury,  without 
regulation  by  law.  The  President  of  tbe  United  Slalea 
has  admitted  (hit  its  ciistodv  and  control  belong  to  Con- 
gress, but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  must  remain 
atakeholder  for  the  Government  until  Congrei*  direcU 
by  law  by  whom  and  in  what  manner  the  public  money 
shall  be  kept.  And  in  tliii  character  of  mere  atakeholder, 
until  Congress  passes  an  act,  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treas- 
ury, on  bis  own  reaponiibilily,  has  proceeded,  and  with- 
out resort  lo  Congrets,  even  whilst  in  session,  to  form 
extensive  conlracts  with  numerous  local  banks  for  the 
deposite,  safe  keeping,  and  iransfer,  of  tbe  public  money, 
and  has  assumed  lo  himselfcolely  the  power  of  conlrolling 
Ihese  banks,  and,  through  ttiem,  the  entire  currency  of 
the  country!  As  evidence  of  these  facts,  I  refer  lo  a 
circular  of  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury,  daled  Ibe  SJd  of 
February,  1836,  in  wliich  he  "request!  tint,  alXer  tbe 
4lh  of  July  next,  the  deposile  bank)  will  not  issue  notes 
of  a  leEa  denomination  than  fire  dollari)  and  that,  afler 
the  3d  of  March,  I83r,  they  will  iiiue  none  ofa  leai  de- 
nomination than  len  dollara."  With  what  a  parade  of 
dates  doea  this  potentate  of  the  currency  issue  h'la  "sic 
voh"  in  Ihe  form  of  a  requeit!  Dated  on  Washington's 
birthday  I  To  commence  operation  on  five  dolbr  notes 
on  the  day  of  the  Declaration  of  [ndependence!!  And 
to  annihilate  all  nules  under  ten  dollars  on  the  day  when 
Ihe  presidential  term  of  General  Jackson  expires!!! 
The  abject  is  to  introduce  Ihe  "golden  age,"  and  the 
reason  giren  is  that  Ihe  "  gold  corned  at  tne  mint  will 
supply  the  place  of  small  notes!"  Sir,  I  pat  it  lo  you, 
wouM  not  thi«  be  the  very  farce  of  humbuggery,  if 
il  WH  not  acted  by  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  who  is 
thus  altempiing  to  cloak  the  must  danireroui  aasump- 
lion  of  power,  in  perfect  derogation  or  Ihe  power  of 
Congress,  by  impoalng  upon  Ihe  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple in  a  popular  name'  The  Secretary  proceeds:  "And 
It  ia  deemed  reasonsble  that  while  Ihe  depoiite  banks 
luvelheuse,  without  interest,  of  unusually  Urge  sums  of 
the  public  money,  Ihey  should  make  some  further  tem- 
porary sscriiices  lo  obtain  and  circulate  gold,"  &c.  Sir, 
liere  is  an  admrss'on  by  ihe  Secrelsry  himself  thst  these 
banks  have  "  the  uie,  without  interesi,  of  unusually  large 
•urns  of  the  public  money!"  What  right  has  he — a  mere 
Blslcebotder,  a  mere  guard,  a  mere  servsnt,  who  should 
nol  dare  to  acl  until  ordered  by  law — to  give  the  use  ofa 
■ingle  dollar  to  a  single  bank,  much  more  "  the  use  of 
Ut)UM»lly  large  wdm,  without  interesi.'" 


When  Congress,  air,  ezeroised  the  power  of  granting 
a  charter,  or,  in  other  word),  of  making  a  contract  witb 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  every  consideration  oa 
both  part*  waa  openly  eipreseed  by  !aw{  and  titat 
much-abused  institution  was  obliged  to  pay  a  bonua  of 
#1,500,000,  and  toperformnumerousandonerouadutie*, 
without  charge  or  demand  of  inlerest  on  it*  part,  for  the 
Government,  in  consideration  of  being  made  the  depos- 
itory of  the  public  mone^i  but  now  tbe  deposile  bank* 
are  granted  "great  privileges  from  Ihe  Treaaury,  aod 
have  the  use  ofunusuall^  large  sum*,"  without  bono*  or 
paying  intereal,  and  wilhout  performing  many  duties 
wbich  were  required  of  the  United  Stales  Bank.  Wha 
gave  Mr.  Secretary  authority  lo  give  tbe  uae  of  such  un- 
usually large  sums  to  one  bank,  and  not  to  aiwthn'f 
Doe*  not  Ibe  use  of  these  unuiually  lai^  sum*  give  tbe 
deposite  banks  Immense  power*  over  the  other  local 
banks!  Whoj^ivehim  power  to  discriminate  between 
Iberol  And,  above  all,  who  intrusted  him  with  the  enor- 
mous prerogBtive  of  requiring  any  *et  of  local  banks  (o 
"  make  further  temporary  sacrifices  lo  obtain  and  cir- 
culate gold,"  or  for  any  obieet  or  purpoae  whatever^ 
Sir,  Ihe  answer  i*  In  whatfollowsof  tbecirculsr:  "From 
the  iibenl  spirit  evinced  by  these  deposite  bank*,  in  a 
late  correspondence  with  them  on  this  subject,  Il  is  ex- 
pected they  will  comply  with  all  requetu  made  by  the 
DepartmenI,  wilh  a  view  of  improving  the  curreneyi 
nor  will  it,  I  trust,  be  considered  unjust  or  impolitic, 
while  the  depoiile  banks  shall  continue  lo  enjoy  great 
privileges  from  the  Treasury,  lo  regarda  neglect  or  re- 
ruul  of  any  of  Ihem  lo  comply  witb  Ihese  requests  aa  suf- 
ficient cause  for  discontinuing  the  employment  of  auck 
banks  as  a  fiscal  agent."  Here  we  tee  that  the  Secre- 
tary bold*  a  moil  important  correspondence  wilb  Ihese 
bank*  upon  a  aubject  wbich  he  has  no  sutliorily  to  (ouch, 
snd  to  which  no  official  duty  of  bis  properly  relate*. 
He  expect*  these  banks  to  comply  witb  alt  requestsmade 
by  the  Departmenti  and  why'  Because  he  baa  assumed 
tbe  power  of  msking  contract*  with  them  whlcb  he  can 
snnul  at  his  will,  by  "discontinuing  the  imployment  of 
auch  banks  as  neglect  or  refuseto  comply  with  Ihese  re- 
quests." He  expressly  assumes  (o  improve  the  currency 
by  meana  of  this  power  to  employ  or  discontinue  Iheae 
bank)  aa  tiical  agent*,  and  directly  admits  that  they  "en- 
joy great  privileges  frum  the  Treasury  r" 

Thus,  without  law  or  authority,  or  necessity  in  the 
ease,  baa  Hr.  SecreUry  uied  Ihe  public  moneys  which 
he  was  boUnj  ,„  ^eep  only,  in  scquiring  and  exerciaii^ 
powers  which  belong  only  to  Congress:  Ihe  power'™ 
controlling  ,he  circulstlng  medium,  and  of  regula'mg 
the  currcncyi  power*  which  belong  only  to  Slate  Le- 
gislature*, the  power  of  realricting  the  iatues  of  lo"' 
bank*,  and  of  requiring  ascrifices  from  them  to  bfinff 
gold  inin  ciiculitioni  and  powers  which  belong  lo  "• 
Legislature  or  tribunal  or  petnon  in  the  country!  '"* 
power  of  granting  to  particular  local  banks  "great  ptl*- 
lieges  from  the  Treasury,"  "in  the  use,  wilhoul  inters'' 
o' unusually  Urge  sums  of  the  public  moneyV  Now 
^">  ■  aak,  if  relaliani  like  those  eslsling  between  Hr- 
S'cretary,  who  has  thus  acquired  Ihese  rut  powers,  un' 
delegated  and  unauthorized,  and  Ihe  deposile  bank^ 
thus  enjoying  greil  privileges  fVom  the  Treasury,  created 
solely  by  Ihe  public  moneys,  ahould  not  be  investinled 
promptly  and  Ihorougldy!  Mr,  Secretary  speaks  ol 
"  reslriclloiia  on  agents  snd  officer*  of  (be  Treasury." 
Who  are  these  agents'  Agents  for  what  purposes? 
By  whom  emploj-ed,  and  by  whom  paid.'  Thi*  we  are 
t'lld  shall  not  be  inveitigsted  by  us,  for  ihe  very  reaaon 
ibal  Hr.  Secretary  is  a  mere  stakeholder,  and  lie  only  ia 
responsible  to  us  fur  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, snd  for  its  forthcoming  when  cslledfor  by  law,  unill 
Congress  paase*  a  bill  for  Ihe  regulation  of  Ihe  public 
depoMlcf.    CoDKqueatly,  air,  I  find  in  the  contract  witb 
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ttie  Hetropolii  Banlct  which  ilone  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity or  eximining,  that  it  itipulatci  (hat  the  Seerelary 
of  the  Treaaiiiy  only  iball  examine  iti  book*  and  gtn' 
«nl  ixntdition.  He  may  examine  and  report. to  ui,  but 
we  are  thai  debarred,  it  ia  contended,  from  pxamining 
for  ounelve*  into  the  conditian  of  any  other  bankt  than 
Iboee  or  tbe  Diitricl.  The  Secretary  ii  reiponiible  to 
the  nation, -end  the  banki  are  reipannble  to  him! 

Now,  i!r,  I  an  not  for  permuting  Mr.  Secretary  to 
arailhlDMelf  of  a  double  atpect,  in  one  point  of  view,  to 
aroid  reaponiibility  on  the  part  of  hia  Jiical  agent*  to 
Con^rea*,  to  aaaume  the  mere  character  of  a  stakeholder! 
end  in  another  ptrint  of  view,  to  juMify  hii  aaMimption 
of  power  in  controlling  the  currency,  to  regard  thete 
local  bankt  at  property  fUcal  ^enta  of  the  GoremmeDt, 
iiMteadofatandinginthe  mere  private  relation  to  bim  of 
placeaof  depoiite  for  the  public  money,  which  he,  aian 
oflteer,  !a  bound  neocMarily  to  keep  merely,  until  provi- 
aionbe  made  by  law  for  itacuslody  and  control.  If  heiia 
mere  stakeholder,  tiehasnoprelenceof  authority  for  the 
dangerouB  power*  which  he  ha*  to  arrogantly  aiiumcd; 
and  if  he  has  authority  for  employing,  and  regulating, 
and  controlling,  the  liKal  igenta  of  the  Gorernnent,  I 
hold  him  reiponaible  for  placing  the  public  moneya  in 
banka  ibe  condition  of  which  cannot  be  examined  by 
Congren,  and  for  taking  fi-om  Congreu  all  power  of 
luperriaion  and  guardianihip  orer  (he  public  money, 
by  the  airannmenta  and  contract*  which  he  hai  made 
with  theie  depoiite  banka.  We  may  at  Icatt  examine 
the  contract*,  ihe  manner  of  making  them,  and  the  agen- 
eie*  employed  in  niperin tending  their  failhrul  execution. 

Sir,  1  knew  that  the  war  waged  agalntt  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statei  wt*  a  war  ol  rapine  and  plunder  by 
"  the  party."  I  knew  that  Iheir  object  waa  to  get  poa- 
■cation  of  the  public  money  for  the  very  ute*  and  abute* 
which  they  charged  upon  the  monater,  and  they  hare  fully 
tucceeded!  So  I  told  my  conalltuent*  two  year*  *go<  and 
I  mourn  that  they  are  to  be  aoon  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
my  prophecy.  The  public  Treasury  i*  full  to  overflow- 
ing, and  Ibe  nation  it  at  Ihlt  moment  apparently  reaping 
a  harvest  of  unexampled  proiperilyi  but  there  it  a  can- 
ker in  Ihe  bud.     The  more  money  in  the  Treatury,  the 


more  danger  to  the  purity  of  the  Qovernmentt  and  the 
greater  the  eiceat  of  i  bloated  currency,  the  more 
ful  and  lingering  will  be  the  fiical  and  commercial  di 


which  i*  aurely  to  follow.  In  both  Hou*e*  of  Congreit 
now  "the  party"  haa  a  majority)  the  depoaitea  have 
been  removed  more  than  two  year^  and  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  no  law  will  be  passed  thi**e(9ion  to  take  into  the 
custody  and  Control  ol  law  the  public  money,  nor  will 
the  large  *urplus  in  the  Treasury  be  diatributed  or  di*- 
poled  of  in  any  manner  to  deprive  "the  iiarty"  of  its 
latt  and  privilege*  in  protpecl  of  Ihe  coming  pretf  den- 
tial  election.  The  pre*ent  condition  of  the  Treasury 
will  not  be  diiturbed,  and  no  liberal  system  for  the  dit- 
tribulion  of  Ibe  turplua  revenue  will  now  be  adopted, 
for  the  belt  of  political  conaiderationt,  with  a  "spoils 
parly." 

Sa  measure  of  this  tort  will  be  patied  or  adopted,  be- 
cau*e,  in  the  Brat  place,  to  touch  the  aurplut  revenue 
would  be  at  once  to  lo*e  it  in  the  ruin*  of  the  depoiite 
banka  and  their  debtor*.  Dy  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  the  Senate.  April  18,  1836, 
it  iathown  that,  on  the  1st  of  March,  133S,  "Ihe  imme- 
diate liabilitiet  of  all  these  banka"  amounted  (o  ■'about 
Dinely-tbree  millions,  and  the  immediate  means  of  all" 
•mounted  only  to  thirty-eight  millioni!  Thete  dcpoiiloric* 
of  Ihe  public  money  being  more  than  twice  insolvent, 
and  insolvent,  too,  at  •  moment  when  there  la  every 
protpeet  and  indication  ofa  general  preaiu  re  am)  panic, 
by  which  they  will  be  called  upon  Immediately  for  all 
the  means  at  iheir  command.  I  sincerely  hope  they  may 
survive  the  shock.    But,  mr,  if  tite  depotite  bankt  were 


aa  tound  and  safe  a*  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Statet  ever 
wat,  there  i*  atill  another  more  potent  reaaon  for  retaining 
the  pubno  moneys  as  they  are.  Sir,  they  are  wanted  for 
the  use  of  R.  H.  Whitnev  k  Co.  Will  gentlemen  plea te 
to  inform  me  what  coniiaeratian  these  bankt  piy  for  tha 
uaeof  tbe  public  depoaites,  except  tbe  "doaeieur^'  or 
dividendi  which  ttiey  pay  to  Reuben  H.  Whitney  fc  Co.  > 
Honey,  sir,  I  am  aathonaed  to  lay  upon  Ibe  highcat  au- 
thority, I  mean  that  of  experienced  and  exienaive  mer- 
chants, waa  never  in  greater  demand  than  it  now  is  in 
the  market*  of  all  the  great  Northern  and  Eastern 
citiet.  The  demand  for  it  yield*  from  two  and  a  half  to 
three  per  cent,  per  month,  and  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
per  cent,  per  annum.  And,  whilst  money  ia  thus  in  tbe 
greatest  demand,  prices  of  every  thing  are  at  tbe  blgfacit 
rate,  and  speculation  is  raging  in  every  direction.  II« 
whocin  now  lend  moneyii  reiliiing  avast  proBti  and,  at 
the  same  moment,  he  who  can  borrow  money  at  a  bir 
rate  it  realiiing  at  once  a  fortune.  This,  I  heaiute  not 
to  say,  I*  a  forced  itate  of  thing*.  It  is  produced  bf 
tlioie  who  have  the  control  of  the  money  power.  Who 
now  has  every  fiuility  of  borrowing,  of  lending,  and  of 
investingr  He  who  can  borrow  at  aix  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  lend  at  three  per  cent,  per  month;  or  who  can 
now  obtain  any  amount  of  money  to  invest  in  public  lands, 
in  the  purchase  of  slave*.  *tock,  town  property,  or  anj 
thing  else,  ia  at  once' gifted  with  tbe  touch  of  Hidat- 
Who  now  can  obtain  any  "  accommodation"  from  deposite 
banka,  and  every  facility  and  indulgence  upon  discount 
or  loan  to  any  extent  which  you,  nnr  I,  nor  any  one  else, 
can  obtain'    Beuben  M.  Whitney  &  Co. 

Will  not  gentlemen  inquire  who  are  the  partners  of 
this  firm  of  Whitney  &  Co.  (  1  believe  it  ii  *  rule  of 
chancery,  that  a  parly  can  compel  one  known  partner  to 
ditcloie  all  the  unknown  partner*  of  a  firm.  It  i*  th« 
rule  even  at  common  law.  My  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Hr.  H.1BDIB,]  who  i*  the  moat  distinguished  Uwyer  in 
my  eye,  will  *el  me  right — if  there  be  any  secret  and 
unknown  partners,  that  the  known  partners  shall  not 
take  advantage  ol  Ihe  unknown  not  being  named  in  the 
pleading,  without  noticing  the  idverac  party  of  all  the 
actual  partners.  In  equity  and  good  conscience,  the 
people  are  entitled  to  a  di*clo*ure  Trom  this  firm,  which 
1*  uting  iheir  money, and  endangering  tbair  he ttintereit*. 
Who,  then,  is  included  in  thtt  ommbut  of  all  unknown 
partnerthip  n*mei— Co.  1  It  it  at  notoHou*  at  any  other 
fact,  that  "  an  agent,"  named  Whitnev,  it  the  known 
partnerj  and  who  are  hi*  confederatcar  Who  reportt 
to  Mr.  Secretary?  R.  M.  Whitney.  Who  carre*pondB 
withHr.  Secretary'  R.  M,  Whitney.  Who  it  the  agent 
ofthedeponlebanhiF  -  B.  H.  Whitney.  And  he  who 
walk*  the  itreetiby  noonday  tun  may  tee  tbe  office* 
of  Hr.  Secretary  and  Whitney,  tide  by  side,  under  the 
same  roof  oF  a  houw  rented,  I  believe,  by  the  Govern- 
ment. There  is  no  sign  up  of  R.  M.  Whitney  h.  Co.  i 
but,  lir,  I  believe  that  poor  old  Uncle  Sam  furnishes 
every  dollar  of  the  funds,  and  the  entire  stock  in  trade, 
without  a  farthing  of  tbe  profits,  and  incnrring  all  risk 
and  paying  all  charges!  Tliit  1  denounce  at  a  most  stu- 
pendoui  fraud,  a  nefariout  ipeculstion  upon  the  people 
with  (he  aid  of  their  prejudice*  againit  a  national  bank. 
Thank  God,  the  United  Statei  Bank  is  gonei  and  now, 
if  the  people  have  eyea  and  will  tee,  they  will  discover 
ihe  humbuggery  and  fnud  which  have  been  practiaed 
upon  their  honeat  confidence  by  "  theparty"  claiming  to 
be  their  excluiive  friendi!  Certain  it  it  that  K.  M.  Whit- 
ney is  employed  and  p'aid  largely  by  some  body  or  cor- 
poration. I  believe  it  can  be  shown  that  he  ia  paid, 
virtually,  out  of  the  public  money,  a  tribute  from  tbe 
depoHte  bank*,  larger  than  tbe  aaliry  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Btatea.  His  agency  it  not  officially  rteog- 
nised  by  Hr.  Secretary,  and  yet  the  very  contracts  which 
Hr.  Secreury  make*  with  Ibeae  banks,  in  conformity  to 
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ItiefonnuhorAmMKendtll,  who  wu  RontinK  agent 
bt  (1>e  Depminent,  thoir  on  their  hce  th*t  fuch  an 
■fcnej  IB  contcmpltted  and  expreHl)'  tt1]nlM«]  Tdt. 

It  e»n  be  ihown  that  thetb  btnk«  piy  larK^  itlpend*  to 
fliU  IgenI,  in  prepoftion  to  their  wnount  of  depoaiteB  In 
etch,  mtMOlivel^,  Md  upoirthe  rgcominenditton  of  the 
beptifmnrt.  tliedepotflebinkBhtTethettieDrthepiib' 
lie  lAoney  wtthoat  inlereit,  when  H  en  be  prored  thit  > 
nuiMber  of  Mnkit,  equill;  *eund  and  i^rB,  have  bid,  or 
ilrewlffinK  topay,  uMgti  itfromtirow  three  p«r  oenf. 
Mr  the  poMie  depMtea.  The  itrtpTBi  rennnie  alone, 
net  wtnfed,  not  cirtled  For,  remitnin^  i*1lh  the  banki^  if 
eM«edlne  ihirty  ffl'iirioni  «  leMt,  and  the  nnoant  of  in- 
KreH  whioh  mivhl  be  got  on  that  lum  may  be  nfely 
Mated  at  one  milKon  per  annattii  >  nim  nov  wholly  Ion 
to  the  Ooremment,  and  pocketed  bj  Whitney  ft  Co.  \ 
Iftnr  much  ont  of  thh  one  miltlon  per  annara  mf  not  theae 


#ell  be  aflbrded.     But  how  much  more  may  ttief 
Iparr,  if,  A I  berie*e,initead  of  diacounting  on  tbidnonty 
in  the  re||;ular  vav,  they  put  it  in  the  handi  of  broken, 
•nd  realize  on  a  large  portion  of  it  from  two  to  three 
a  month?     Whitney  iniy  get  hi*  douetan  for 


aeteeting',  bit  tribute  for  the  good-irill  of  eontinuing  in 
employment  ai  fiscal  agenta,  and  hii  adnntage*  of  *e- 
eomfflodalion  merely  by  way  of  "eltrasi"  and  then,  ir 


kddftiofi,  be  may  be  ofa  firm — a  Co. — which  dltiile*  regu- 
hrly  the  immenac  profltg  of  ahaving  upon  the  people"* 
money.  Sir,  let  me  illustmfe,  There  are  about  ten 
million*  in  the  three  pet  banks  of  New  Tork.  Ii  Ihia 
sum  III  loaned  out  in  (he  ordinary  way  of  discounts?  I 
kitt  inforrtied  not.  By  a  law  of  tNe  State  of  New  York, 
All  the  bvnki  are  reitricled  from  diacounting  for  any 
•moant  beyond  twice  and  a  half  their  original  capital. 
XceoTHjig  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  the  capital 
of  the  three  banki  in  New  York,  (Bank  of  America,  Man- 
hattan Company,  and  Hrchinica'  Bank,}  amoiinla  to 
#0,051,000,  and  the  dcpositei  in  them  to  $9,941,000— 
to  once  and  t  half  the  amount  at  once  of  their  capital. 
It  i(  lo  be  preiumed  that  they  bad  dbeounted  to  the 
iiill  amount  allowed  by  law  before  they  became  drposi- 
toriei  of  the  public  money.  Now,  air,  do  ^ntlemen 
■uppoae  they  let  thi«  sum  of  ten  Billioni  lie  idle  in 
their  Taulls,  if  they  cannot  digcouni  upon  ii,  or  a  large 
portion  of  it.'  Hay  it  nnt  be  uaed  by  the  direclon  and 
their  friend*  in  atock  operationa,  and  (having  notes  to 
the  tune  of  two  and  three  per  cent,  per  month'  Have 
the  stockholders  any  of  this  plunder?  Doubtful,  *i  Ihcy 
bare  only  the  right  to  demand  the  proflti  on  the  original 
capital  of  the  banks.  May  not  the  director*  place  this 
tnrplus  money  in  the  hands  of  a'  trusty  broker?  By 
whom  I*  the  Manhattan  Company  managed?  By  the 
attorney  of  a  foreign  nobleman,  who  owns  the  majority 
ofthe  Block.    Whoare  the  broker*  of  Ihii  bank?    Ii  not 


thb  "Young  Manhattan"  accommodate  him  with  a  check 
on  the  "Mother  Manhattan,"  provided  he  will  pay  for 
it'  Cannot  theae  brokers,  by  means  of  the  public 
money,  control  (he  stock  market,  or  raise  or  depress 
the  Mock*  at  pleasure? 

[Here  Mr.  Wiaa  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  received 
from  Piitibui^,  inquiring  "  how  ii  happen*,  if  the  de- 
pose banka  are  intended  to  supply. the  place  of  the 
United  Stales  Bank,  that  the  Merchant!  and  Manufac- 
turers' Bank  at  Pittsburg  is  now  discounting  notes  of 
many  other  institutions  at  half  and  one  per  cent.,  and 
among  ihal  number  the  nnlei  of  the  pets  at  Cincinnati 
and  Louisville,  the  pels  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Hichi- 

Ein,  excluded  entirely?"  and  slating  "it  is  a  nolorioua 
ct  that  the  majority  ofthe  money  received  in  payment 
for  merchandiae  in  thii  city  is  money  of  the  Western 


banks,  and  some  remedy  ought  to  be  adopted  to  prevent 
thete  evih  of  shaving,  eipetially  where  the  pets  are 
guilty  of  kee^Hog  ■  broker's  offlce."] 

Tes,  sir,  at  this  very  moment,  whilst  the  htfamoui 
Qlobe  is  charging  upon  me  the  design  of  producing  * 
panic,  ita  editor  (Blair)  knows  that  R.  H.  Whitney  h 
Co.  are  committing  that  rtrf  olTence  thematlreai  that  it 
ia  fheir  IntereA  to  do  ao,  and  that  they  can  do  *o  with 
tenfbid  more  effect  than  ever  could  the  great  monster 
itself.  They  have  the  entira  control  of  the  publlo 
money*  and  of  the  deporite  bankai  may  curtail  and  di*- 
connt  at  pleasarei  make  a  run  for  apeciei  transfer  fnnda 
and  concentrate  the  money  powerr  raiie  and  deprete 
atocks)  make  the  clrealaling  medium  aearee  or  plentiful  t 
and  produce  panic  and  preasnre  when  and  where  their 
inlercat  and  policy  may  dictate.  There  i*  every  induce* 
meni,  then,  on  tho  part  of  Whitney  Ec  Co.  to  conceal 
this  dangerou*  crganication  of  a  money  plot  from  the 
ptibiic  eye. 

Sir,  the  public  noney  belong*  to  all  the  pei^le  alike. 
If  there  are  advantsKs  in  ila  use,  the  conMitupnt*  of  ua 
all  should  be  eqiitfiy  benefited  in  the  cnji^ment  of  ita 
blessings.  It  should  be  made  a  blessing  to  the  whole 
nation,  and  not  be  made  a  curse  to  the  many  for  the 
benefit  of  the  few.  it  now  give*  to  B.  M.  Whitney  h 
Co.  the  power  of  laying  us  all  under  contribution.  They 
may  depress  our  property  down  to  the  loweM  price, 
purchaae  it  from  us,  and  then  again  raise  its  vslue  to  a 
nuiimum  which  will  raise  their  money  again  up  to  two 
and  three  per  cent,  per  monlh<  and  thia  fluctuation  of 
vslue  may  be  continued  ad  in/!ni(uni  to  their  profit  and 
our  ruin,  so  long  as  they  may  thus  raise  and  depreaa  by 
the  lever  of  our  own  monryl  Was  it  not  far  this  very 
odious  power  thai  the  montter  wa*  laid  prostrate?  And 
will  not  gentlemen,  who  once  clamored  so  load  again<>t  a 
tyrannical  monster  with  one  head,  now  anisl  against  thia 
hydra  with  many  heads?   . 

Sir,  we  have  heard  much  about  monopolies.  The 
word  is  the  watchword  of  "the  party."  Wai  there 
ever  such  a  monster  monopoly  known  as  ttiat  of  R.  H. 
Whitney  8:  Co.,  which,  without  law  and  against  law, 
without  responsibility,  and  with  the  meanaof  preventing 
investigation,  wields  and  controls  tlie  entire  liinda  of  thia 
eovcrnment,  with  a  surplus  revenue  of  thirty  million*, 
and  holds  at  command  the  entire  credit  and  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  entire  value  of  its  property?  I  tell  my 
colleague  and  my  country,  that  the  position  of  K.  H. 
Whitney  is  too  strong  and  dangerous  for  any  man  to  oc- 
cupy, with  all  the  restraints  and  limitations  of  the  moat 
guarded  Jaw  about  bim.  Is  thia  power  in  the  hands  of 
public  plunderer,  licensed  without  law,  irresponvble 
'''         office,  secret  without  the  means  of  delec' 


safe  because  supported  by  "  the  party,"  for  supporting 

""■-  party,"  not  to  be  dreaded?  Are  the  people  lo  feel 

and  prenure,  and  the  heavy  hand  or  opp 


the  party,"  not  to  be  dreaded?  Are  the  people 
panic  and  prenure,  and  the  heavy  hand  of  oppresiion, 
in  every  form,  and  not  know  whence  it  comes?  Ia  their 
Treasury  to  be  waited,  their  trade  and  commerce  atifled, 
their  property  struck  down,  their  prosperity  destroyed, 
and  their  liberties  to  be  endangered,  by  a  secret  monef- 
leech?    And  are  they  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  bi* 


.      known  to  the  laws,  n 

responsible,  unsearchable,  and  whoae  ways  are  pail  find- 
ing out,  is  permitted  to  wield 'this  political  anil  pecuniary 
power,  tenfold  greater  and  more  dangerou*  than  that 
complained  of  in  the  United  Stales  Bank,  in  a  country 
like  ours,  yet  free,  and  just  flushed  with  imaginaiy  vic- 
tory over  a  monster  monopoly?  Would  you,  or  I,  or 
any  man  of  ua,  if  Mr.  Secretary,  with  the  control  of  the 
Treasury,  permit  even  father,  or  brother,  or  son,  much 
leas  B.  H.  Whitney,  to  emay  the  power  and  profit  of 
monopoly— of  all  monopolies  the  monater — 
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bhhout  ■  quid  pro  quo?  And  who  »  Reuben  II>  Whit- 
ney, that  he  ihould  be  the  fATored  Dun  of  all  mea  in  hi- 
(enin^  upon  the  ipoili  of  the  public  pune,  and  Ihit  be 
ahould  be  protected  by  gentlemen  frnm  the  acrulinr  of 
invcMigalion,  H  if  in  the  »anctuary>  Who  ii  he  who  ii 
•uffered  In  iniult  a  Kepr«Knlati*e  byhis  vilUnou*  eardi 
in  the  official  Organ,  for  darii^  to  afier  a  rcaolulion  a( 
inveitigation  F  An  inramoua  wretch  whs  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  in  Canada,  during  the  laat 
war,  and  who  hai  aince  taken  a  filie  oath  agilnit  hla 
nei^bor.  Sir,  let  me  remind  thU  Houie  and  the  nation 
who  tbi«  individual  is,  who  iinow  the  petoftheTreasur)' 
and  the  pet  binka,  by  reading  a  report  upon  hii  charac- 
ter tiude  in  1833,  by  George  HcDitHie,  John  Q.Adim^ 
and  John  G.  Watinough— three  gentlemeD  of  >a  higb 
character  for  truth  and  intrgrity  aa  any  to  be  found  in 
aay  country.    In  reporta  of  eommitteea  of  the  23d  Con- 

Sreai,  laL  Kaaioo,  lS31-'32,  page  307,  we  End  the  fol- 
tviag  paaaigci 

"There  wu  one  occurrence  during  the  esammition 
of  the  traniaclioni  of  Thamu  Biddle  &  Co.  with  the 
bank,  which  merita  particular  notice. 

"Aninfurmer  and  wilneia,  by  the  name  of  Whitney, 
who  hid  formerly  been  a  director  of  the  bank,  wai  pro- 
duced, who  declared,  upon  oath,  that  in  Hay,  IS34.  two 
of  the  cathiera  of  the  bank  had  informed  him  that 
Thomaa  Biddle  b.  Co.  had  been  in  [he  habit  of  drawing 
money  out  of  the  hank,  on  a  depoalle  of  atock  in  the 
UUer**  drawer,  without  pacing  inlereat,  and  that  the 
firevdent  of  Ihe  bank  had  ducounted  two  nolei,  one  for 
Thomu  Bi<lille  k  Co.  and  one  for  Charlea  Biddle,  wilh- 
gut  Ihe  authority  of  the  directors.  Thii  wilneia  slated 
that  lie  went  with  these  officers  of  the  bank,  aitd  ex- 
amined the  teller'!  drawer  and  Ihe  diKOunt  book,  and 
found  the  facta  which  had  been  stated  to  him  verilted  by 
the  eiaminaiioB.  He  also  suied,  to  give  addiiionat  cer- 
tainly to  hta  averments,  that  he  made  a  memorandum  at 
the  time,  with  the  datea  of  the  tranuctions)  wliich 
memorandum  he  produced  to  the  cominiiiee.  Having 
Ibua  unallerably  fixed  Ihe  date  of  the  iranwction,  as  if 
tty  sume  (iilaiity,  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  imniediitety 
proceeded  into  the  room  of  Ur.  Biddle,  (Kicholas,)  ihe 
president,  and  re monat rated  with  him  against  these  ir- 
regular proceedings,  and  Ihst  Mr.  Biddle  promjied  hint 
that  they  abould  not  occur  again. 

"Hr.  Biddle  was  present  during  the  exsmmation  of 
this  witness.  On  thai  day,  being  on  oilh,  lie  said  that 
be  wii  utterly  astoniahed  at  the  testimony  of  the  witness, 
and  could  qnty  oppose  to  it  hii  solemn  deoliration  Ihat 
there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in  il,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end.  He  added,  that,  from  the  relslion  In  which 
Ihe  witness  stood  to  him,  he  would  bive  sunk  into  Hie 
earth  aooner  than  he  would  have  tUred  to  come  to  him 
with  such  a  remonstrance  sa  Jie  pretended  to  have  made. 
The  officers  of  the  bank,  from  whom  Ihe  witness  alleged 
that  he  derived  this  infurmsiion,  were  examined,  and  all 
of  them  positively  contradicled  him.  They  testified  and 
demoniirated  from  the  books  thit  Thomaa  Biddle  &  Co. 
had  never  obtained  money,  in  any  inslancr,  without  pay- 
ing interest,  and  that  the  two  notes  which  Whitney  as- 
serted to  have  been  discounted  by  the  president  alone 
had  been  discounted  regularly  by  the  directors. 

"In  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the  com- 
mitlee  that  day  and  its  meeting  the  next,  a'membcr  of 
the  board  of  direclors  suggested  lo  Ur.  Biddle  thai  he 
wia,  abnut  the  lime  of  thia  alleged  tranaaclion.  In  the  city  \ 
of  Washington.  On  examining  ihe  journal  of  the  board 
and  the  letter  book,  it  was  Ibund,  by  entries  and  letters, 
that,  for  several  days  previous  lo  the  alleged  Interview 
between  the  president  and  Whitney,  androrseveraldsy* 
Afterwards,  the  preaidenl  was  absent  on  ■  visit  lo  Ihia 
elly,  (Waahingiun,)  on  the  bualneN  of  Ihe  bank,  and 
General  Cadwatlider  was  acting  ai  preridenl  in  h'SpUce! 
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"  Thus  was  Ibis  artfullr  devised  slory,  which  was  in> 
tended  to  blast  the  reputation  ofa  bigh-mindedand  hoo- 
orable  man,  through  one  of  those  extraordinary  inter- 
positions by  which  Providence  aometimes  confbunda  ib# 
contrlva>\cea  of  the  wicked,  made  to  recoil  upon  tbc 
head  of  III  inventor,  who  mual  forever  atand  forth  aaB 
blssted  monument  of  the  speedy  and  retrlbui ire  justice 
of  Heaven." 

This  "blaiied  nonumenl"  Is  Reuben  H.  Whitney! 
Uow  came  he  in  charge  ol  Ihe  forty  million*  of  the  treas- 
ure of  this  land.'  Did  not  Hr.  Secretity  know  hjml 
Sir,  I  believe  it  can  be  proved  that  the  former  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  TaneyJ  refused,  or  promised  lo 
refuse,  to  recognise  this  perjured  vlllian  and  traitor  aa 
an  agent  of  the  banks,  on  account  of  his  character .  How 
comes  be  now  inpiyand  employment?  Whoemployt 
him  *  Sir,  Reuben  H.  Whitney  i*  nothing,  but  bis  oon. 
nexlon  with  the  public  Treasury  ii  aomethlng.  It  is  al- 
most enough  in  itself  to  pve  assurance  of  corruption  and 
wrong,  when  auch  a  person  U  the  selected  and  approved 
agent  of  the  Treasury! 

Oh,  my  country'!  when  I  see  that  patriotic  man  who 
fought  for  hia  counlry,  and  who  has  the  confidence  of 
hii  countrymen,  countenancing  a  traitor  who  swore  to 
obey  Ihe  laws  of  an  enemy  during  the  laat  war,  and  a 
perjured  man,  who  haa  since  sworn  falsely  against  bis 
neighbor)  when  I  see  the  public  treasure  expended  to 
repair  and  buildup  anew  "a.blssled  monument  of  the 
speedy  and  retributive  justice  of  Heavent"  when  I  ace 
the  holy  veasejs  of  the  very  ahrine  of  our  temple  han- 
dled by  the  touch  ofa  mercenary  miscreanti  when  I  ace 
a  apoils-monger  of  parly,  a  pimp  of  money-elungen,  a 
pander  of  power's  paraaites,  fattening  and  glutting  upon 
the  substance  of  this  land  of  the  free  and  its  people^ 
all  wllhin  me  asks,  whence  come  Ihe  revenues  of  this 
country?  Tell  me,  ve  bold  adventurers  of  Ihe  stormy 
aeai,  ye  busy  merchanti  of  Ihe  exchange,  ye  sunburnt 
Southerners  of  the  aickly  cotton  clime,  ye  hsrdy  wood*- 
men  of  Ihe  Western  wild  lands— all  who  till  or  trade, 
toil  and  are  taxed— tell  me  if  your  labor  and  entcrpriaa 
did  not  lay  up  this  sacred  Ireaaure  for  your  country' 
Shall  the  great  price  of  Ihe  sweat  of  your  brows  be  sptnt 
upon  a  tnilor  in  the  work  of  corruption  F  What  say 
the  representatives  of  the  laborers?  Sir,  when  [  Ihlnk 
of  my  conitlluents,  who  venture  thousanda  of  milea  over 
Ihe  ocean  with  their  produce,  and  who  pay  their  dutie* 
to  Iheir  Government  upon  their  return,  or  of  the  poor 
emigrant  who  leivei  the  hearth  of  home  and  wends  hla 
weary  way  over  mountain,  lake,  and  river,  and  expenda 
hia  "litllo  all"  for  land  surrounded  by  savage  dingers: 
when  I  think  of  a  Treasury  overflowing  from  Iheas 
aources,  and  pf  its  being  worse  tlian  wasted  on  pimps 
and  plunderers,  I  am  Impelled  toadeed  of  daring  which 
I  know  will  bring  down  upon  my  head  the  vengeance  of 
power)  but  I  defy  Ihe  tormentors!  II  ia  only  the  rod 
of  the  money  power  I  dread;  it  is  mammon  only,  wield- 
ing to  monstrous  a  monopoly,  I  fear.  Arc  all  men  fiit- 
■worn?  I  exclaim  againit  the  foul  pollution.  1  call 
upon  every  apottle  of  liberty  left  to  aaalal  in  driving  the 
money  changers  out  of  the  temple.  Haa  the  money 
mania  seized  the  minds  of  all  men'  I  fear  Ihe  spirit  of 
apeeulaliDD  ii  the  legion  which  ia  tearing  us.  Has  the 
stroke  of  stesily  policy  been  arrested  for  the  purpose  of 
a  general  scrsmhle.'  Will  honest  men  be  beneflled' 
Will  Ihe  people's  prosperity  be  promoted?  No!  8peo- 
ulstion  in  stocks  and  tpecutatiun  in  politics  rage  lo- 
Eelheri  Power  and  purae  have  joined  hands,  ani^  weal 
for  Ihe  few  of  the  parly,  wo  for  the  many  of  the  people. 
All  are  drunk  on  the  day  of  the  harpies*  harvettt  oh! 
who  ^sll  be  the  gleaners?  "The  party"  triumpbi^ 
and  (be  patriot  weepa. 

Sir,  why  refuse  in  investigation?  If  there  be  any 
thing  foul  or  corrupt  inlh«  Treuury  Department,  aurely 
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h  ttaould  be  knowni  >nd,  \T  »1l  be  pure  within,  ihDuld 
not  men  who  tre  honeit  delight  to  demonitrKte  their 
rectitudef  And  whit  dinger  will  there  be  of  ezpoiure* 
Your  Secretary  or  the  Treisurj  ihould  be  iboye  luspi- 
ciont  and  ilwiyt,  heretaforr,  in  ever;  in<tincF,Df  Hmm' 
ilton,  Cnwrord,  ind  Calhoun,  no  looner  wh  luipicion 
wbtipered  than  Inveiligition  wu  demanded  by  the  Sec- 
retiriei  thenuelvei.  But,  air,  1  plead  in  vain.  I  know 
it.  Thii  itale  of  Ihingi  muat  renilin  »■  it  il — deep  dyed 
in  corruption,  and  the  money  muat  renuJn  in  tlie  Treai- 
ur;,  not  only  for  Ihe  take  of  the  banki  and  Whitney  k 
Co.'*  private  ipeculationi,  but  for  the  uie  of  "the  par- 
ty." Who  now  can  compete  with  Whitney  tc  Co.  in 
bribery  for  preiidcnlial  cindidatea?  Let  the  correapond* 
cnce  with  the  lllinoii  Bank  iniwer.  What,  now,  ii 
obTioualy  the  tnizim  of  "  the  party,"  by  which  lo  rule 
and  fsoyetnl  "Give  ua  the  golden  key,  and  we  will 
unlock  Ihe  bearti  of  the  people."  With  power,  pitron- 
•ge,  and  the  pune,  dietition  itacif  may  raiie  ita  horrid 
front,  and  corruption  be  bold.  They  hire  the  people'* 
own  money  wherewith  to  mike  the  ittempt  upon  their 
virtue,  and,  if  they  lucceed,  their*  will  be  the  dominion 
of  gold!  I*  it  not  well  known  that  number*  of  ttock- 
bcdder*  and  bank  officer*  have  already  been  converted 
or  neutralized  by  the  power  of  the  depoailes?  Cannot 
theae  depoilte  bank*  loan  and  accommodate  preciiely  ai 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stitea  wu  to  climoroualy  ac- 
eu*ed  of  doin^  by  thia  lame  party  >  Sir,  we  have  arrived  at 
Ihe  awful  criai*  when  the  queitionla,  "Shall  Ihe  people 
be  ruled  and  governed  by  their  own  money?"  A  solemn 
queition.  I  have  Ihe  utmoEt  confidence  in  the  people, 
.  who  have  ever,  *■  yet,  proved  more  virtuou*  than  their 
nllera.  And  let  me  tell  the  cindidale  for  the  nest  prca- 
idency,  who  ia  called  the  magician,  CMr.  V.  B.,)  and 
bopei  to  away  with  the  wind  of  f^ld,  lo  go  and  leim  a 
prophetic  leaaon  from  the  holy  Bible.  "When  Simon, 
the  iorcerer,  law,  that  through  laying  on  of  the  Apoatlea' 
bind*  the  Holy  Ghoit  waa  given,  ha  offered  Ihem  nio- 
ey."  Peter  aaid  unto  him,  "  Thy  money  pertah  with 
thee,  becauae  thou  hut  thought  tbit  the  gift  of  God 
may  be  purchaaed  with  money.  Thou  haat 
nor  lot  in  Ihii  matter." 

So,  air,  when  the  torcerer  or  magician  of  thia  day 
*aw  that,  by  great  and  merilorioui  (erricci,  by  long  and 
flllhful  probation,  by  honeat  and  patriotic  devotion  to 
the  country,  and  il*  conatilution  ind  liberliea,  alone,  the 
presidency  and  Iti  power,  and  placea,  and  pomp,  ind 

Eatronarr,  could  be  merited  and  wong  being  old,  and 
aving  done  nothing  to  deserve  the  higheit  reward  which 
tbe  country  can  beitow— cunning,  ind  having  the  facili. 

ties  of  a  favorite — aycophantic,       "    " 

ing  ilave— a  political  Jeauii,  with  the  holy  corps  of  "  the 
ftithful"— imbitioQS,  with  a  trained  band  of  mercenaries 
kt  hia  heeli — a  Machiavelian  for  policy  and  ( 
»lone,  totally  regardleaa  of  principle,  with 
gold  in  hii  handa,  Ike  Simon  of  old,  who  ofTe 
chase  tbe  pft  of  God,  he  has  bethou);ht  him  to  purchaie 
the  gin  of  the  people  with  money!  Sir,  I  say,  if  Ihe 
people  are  ii  faithful  lo  their  liberty  is  Peter  wu  lo  hi* 
God— and  IHey  should  be,  for  liberty  is  the  gift  of  Hea- 
ven—they  will  say  to  him,  la  Peter  aaid  lo  Simon  Uagus, 
"  Thy  money  peridi  with  Ihee:  thou  hast  neither  part 
nor  lot  in  this  matter." 

Before  Ur.  Wiaa  had  concluded  hi*  ipeecli,  the  whole 
of  which  ii  given  above, 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  Ihat  the  Houw  proceed  to  the 
order*  of  Ihe  dayi  which  waa  agreed  to,  by  '  "' 

to  72. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  enablinfj  him  to  present  ■  resolution  giving 
priority  lo  certain  bills  in  relation  to  Ihe  boundaties  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  lothe  admission  of  HiehiKnn  and 
ArkinMa  into  tbe  Union. 
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■.  GRANGER  dlled  for  the  yeaa  and  nay*;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  119,  naya  TO. 

Ur.  PEYTON  gave  notice  that,  iflhe  motion  prevailed, 
be  should  move  to  amend  the  reaolulion  *o  ii  to  embrace 
Ibe  bill  regulating  the  depoaileof  the  public  money*  in 
certain  local  banks. 

Mr.  CAHBREI.BNQ  asked  if  the  reaolution  went  to 
exclude  the  appropriation  bill*  altogelher. 

Mr.  THOHAS  *iid  it  did,  antil  tlie  bill*  deaignited  in 
tbe  resolution  ahould  be  dia posed  of. 

Mr.  CAUBRRLBNG.     Then  I  ahill  vote  igainat  it. 

Ur.  THOMAS  asked  for  tbe  yeaa  ind  oayi,  and  tbey 
were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
ave:  Yea*  119,  nay*  rO<  not  two  third*. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  suspend  tbe  rule*  to  enable 
him  to  offer  ■  resolution  setting  ipart  Tueaday  next, 
after  13  o'clock,  to  consider  Ihe  bill  establishing  the 
northern  boundary  of  Ohloi  which  motion  wis  rejected. 

Ur.  PATTOK  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  eiiabliah 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Wiaeonnn,  which  the 
Senate  returned  after  having  agreed  to  two  of  Ihe 
amendments  of  the  House,  and  disagreed  lo  the  third 
amendment,  reducing  the  ailiry  of  the  Governor  from 
^,300  to  f  3,500,  for  his  services  u  Governor  and  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affitirl. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  Hou*e  recede  from  tbe 
amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  hoped,  he  laid,  that  tbe  Hotu« 
would  tiot  recede,  Bi)d  asked  tbe  yeaa  and  naysi  which 
were  ordered. 

After  1  few  worda  from  Uesars.  JOHNSON  of  Louai- 
ina,  JONES  of  Micliigan,  HARDIN,  UNDERWOOD, 
VINTON,  ASHLEY,  BOON,  G.  LEE,  and  PATTON'. 

The  queiiioa  wu  tiken,  and  the  motion  to  recede 
reiected:  YeisSS,  naya  135. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  the  Houaeltwn 
insiated  upon  Ihe  amendment. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  DILL. 

The  Huuae  then  went  into  Commidee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  alateofthe  Union,  CHr.  Pxttob  in  lhechur,> 
for  the  purpoae  of  proceeding  in  the  coniidention  of 
the  bill  "  miking  appropriition  for  the  civil  ind  diplo- 
mitic  aervice  of  ihe  Government  for  tbe  year  1636." 

The  motion  pending^  waa  to  atrike  out  the  appropri- 
ation of  (350  for  Ihe  commisiloner  of  the  linking  fund. 

The  appropriation  was  objected  lo,  because  the  oeeee- 
sity  of  Ihe  office  hid  expired,  and  there  wia  no  duly  to 
perform)  and  was  insisted  upon  on  tbe  ground  that  it  waa 
1  salary  office,  andio  long  is  it  existed,  ind  wianotibol- 
lihed  by  bw,  let  the  duty  be  more  or  leu,  Ihe  ulsry 
eitabliihed  by  bw  ought  to  be  paid. 

AFier  aome  few  remarks  by  Mr.  CAHBRBLENG,  Mr. 
CAVE  JOHNSON,  Mr.  PBARCE  of  Riiode  Island,  and 
Mr.  MASON,  Ihe  amendment  was  rejected  without  a 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  strike' out  the  claiweappropri- 
aling"  forconlingenlexpenaeaof  tbe  Secretary  of  War, 

3,000  doIUn." 

The  oppoaition  of  Mr.  Wisi  wu  upon  the  ground  that 
the  money  was  not  wanted  for  any  known  object,  lad  he 
did  not  see  why  3,000  dollars  ahould  be  wanted  in  addi- 
tion 10  the  general  appropriation  for  the  Departinent.  It 
was  replied  that  the  money  wu  wanted  for  eipinsea  in 
detail;  such  uprinling,  stationery,  tec,  neceasary  loibe 
butincaa  of  Ihe  office. 

After  1  few  observilion*  by  Meim.  CAMBRBLKNG, 
8HEPPE11D,  MASON,  and  WISE,  Ihe  motion  wu 
withdrawn. 

[Ur.  WisK  Again  objected  to  Ibe  number  and  variety 
of  Ihe  items  for  contingent  ezpenaea  for  every  depart- 
ment, which  imounled  to  so  Urge  a  (um  in  the  groat) 
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uxJ,  •fter  •oine  esphnttion  by  Ur.  Ca>i>ii.>hs,  he 
withdrew  bii  objeetion,  ard  tUowed  the  Clerk  to  pn>- 
ceed  ID  the  reading  of  the  bill,  till  he  ranie  to  tbe  ap- 
propriMion  of  ^,500  for  the  contingent  eipeniei  of 
■be  Comminloner  of  Peniloni,  which,  u  a  branch  of 
the  War  Department,  he  thought  could  not  require  (o 
lar^  a  turn.  Uateu  tome  laturactory  esplRnaiion 
could  be  (•ivcn,  heihould  moTc  to  nrike  it  out.  Mr. 
CuaimiLiirs  replied,  that  everr  member  ot  Congrcta 
knew  that  the  buiinea*  nT  the  office  waa  rery  expeniirr, 
and  tbe  nuraeroui  calls  upon  it  in  every  way  rendered 
the  expeniea  for  atationery  and  other  well  known  numer- 
ous ezpensei,  aa  great,  or  greater,  than  any  other  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Wm  then  wiahed  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion  apecific,  ao  that  it  could  not  be  apprcpnatcd  to  any 
other  purpoaea.] 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  to  itrike  out  tlie  worda  "  for 
eontingent  expcD>e«i"  and  inaerl,  "for  atationery  and 
other  aimilar  ezpenaea"  of  the  CommiMioner  of  PiU' 
aioni,  15,000. 

Mr.  A.  H.  aHEPPERD  conaidered  tbe  appropriation 
proper.  He  had  examined  the  lubject,  and  waa  aatiaGed 
that  the  money  waa  required)  and  he  oould  not  vote  to 
atrike  it  out,  or  to  reduce  tbe  aum. 

Hr.  ADAH9  thought  there  would  be  no  euentlal 
diCTerence  in  the  termai  aad,  ai  every  item  of  the  ex- 
pcnditure  muit  be  accounted  for,  and  the  accounts  must 
DC  settled,  he  thought  the  gentleman's  feara  were  not 
well  founded.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that  be  hoped 
the  abuses  spoken  of  by  the  gentleman  were  founded  in 
mere  rumor,  and  had  no  real  enatence.  He  knew  that 
such  abuses  erephinto  all  Governmentsj  but  be  knew 
that  luspicion,  jealousy,  and  slander,  often  raised  pre- 
judices against  honest  men.  The  remedy,  if  there  were 
abuses,  wai  in  the  strict  pcrformaikce  of  their  duties  by 
the  committees  of  this  House. 

Hr.  WISE  agreed  perfectly  that  abuses  should  be  in- 
quired into,  and  that  was  what  he  had  been  anxious  to 
have  done  by  tbe  House  for  the  whole  scwoni  but  the 
House  would  not  inquire.  He  alluded  to  the  gentle- 
man'* [Hr.  Adiks's]  administration,  and  said  be  had 
been  most  grossly  abused  and  scandalized;  and  spoke  of 
the  stories  about  the  East  Boom,  whicb  never  had  been 
fumisbed  till  General  Jackson  came  into  offioei  and  then 
it  waa  furnished  at  the  expense  of  (45,000.  Without 
intfuiry  the  troth  could  not  be  known)  and  it  must  be 
strict,  stern,  republican  inquiry.  To  inquire  of  the 
beada  of  Departntenta  would  be  in  rain;  tor  they  would 
let  truth  fall  by  the  way.  He  had  mentioned  afauae*, 
because  investigation  waa  stifled;  and  be  went  on  to 
contrast  ttie  conduct  of  the.  present  party  and  Govern- 
ment, whicb  will  not  allow  inquiry,  with  that  of  Hr. 
Aoavi;  and  he  waa  informed,  that  when  bi*  administra- 
tion wss  charged  with  extravagance,  waste,  and  corrup- 
tion, neither  the  Qoremmcnt  nor  (he  parly  ever  in  one 
instance  resisted  an  inquiry  Into  abuses.  He  concluded 
with  saying  that  he  had  no  special  objection  to  the  item, 
and  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  S36th 
line,  by  striking  out  "two"  and  inserting  "one." 

[This  referred  to  the  subject  of  a  salary  for  a  land 


been  created  by  law.  If  the  ofSce  is  wanted,  it  should 
he  areated  by  a  law  for  tbe  purpose,  and  not  mike  it 
a  practice  to  create  these  oRicei,  incidentally,  in  appro- 
priation bills.  Abill  for  Ibis  purpose  had  been  prepared. 

Hr.  SEVIER  thought  the  appropriation  was  proper, 
and  that  the  clerks  ought  to  be  employed;  and  he  hoped 
the  amendment  would  prevail. 

Mr.  HAHPER  approved  tbe  course  adopted  by  the 
committee,  and  hoped  it  would  be  peraevered  in.  He 
thought  it  very  loose  legislation  to  continually  insert  these 
additional  items  in  appropriation  bills,  without  any  other 
provision  by  law  for  the  office.  He  thought  the  clerks 
alluded  to  were  needed,  and  he  thought  they  ought  to 
be  paid;  but,  as  they  would  be  provided  for  in  another 
bill,  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  be  made  in  this. 

After  snipe  suggestions  from  Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 

Hr.  ASHLEY  withdrew  hit  motion  to  amend. 

Ur.  SEVIER  then  moved  a  similar  amendment,  in 
application  to  Arkansas.     Rejected. 

Hr.  LAY  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  appropriationi - 
for  the  expense*  of  the  Territorial  Governntrnl  ofHicb- 


] 

The  amendment  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  Ihen  imved  to  allow  an  additional  sum 
for  clerk  hire  to  copy  and  bring  up  the  records  of  the 
Land  Office,  ^,000,  and  for  copying  and  preserving 
notes  at  the  seat  of  Government,  S420. 

H-.  A.  remarked  Ihal  this  was  a  usual  allowance,  and 
was  necessary  to  secure  the  Government  sgainst  the 
chance  of  serious  losses  and  inconveniences. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENO  and  Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  briefly 
opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  no  appropria- 
tion ought  to  be  made,  when  the  office  hai  not  previously 


amendment  of  the  House  to  the  bill  establishing  the 
Territorial  Oovernmenl  of  Wisconsin,  and  asked  a  con- 
ference on  the  same,  having  appointed  conferee*  on  their 
part.] 

Mr.  STORER  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  subject  of 
the  motion,  contending  that  Michigan  had  put  herself 
out  of  the  pale  of  the  Government  of  the  United  State*, 
and  was  no  longer  entitled  to  its  protection.  He  stated 
that,  as  he  bad  undenlood,  there  waa  no  Governor  of 
Michigan  except  their  own  State  Governor,  and  no 
courts  ezcept  (hose  of  her  own  establishing. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENGsaid  we  had  not  yet  acknowl- 
edged the  Independence  of  Hichinn,  nor  admitted  her 
into  the  Union.  Until  we  had  done  one  or  the  other, 
we  were  bound  to  provide  for  the  expeniea  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Government.  The  money  would  not  be  dravn 
unless  It  wss  wanted. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  su^ested  an  amendment  lo 
the  motion,  providing  that  the  aalariea  of  tbe  officers  of 
the  Territories  of  Arkansas  and  Michigsn  be  paid  in 
proportion  to  the  time  which  ahould  elapse  be  lore  those 
Territories  were  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Hr.  LAY  accepted  tbe  amendment  ai  a  modification 
of  his  motion. 

Hr.  J.  Y.  MASON  nid  (here  wm  no  necessity  for 
is  amendment  Tbe  salaries  were  paid  by  law,  not 
by  the  appropriation  bill,  and  wotild  be  paid  pro  rata 
till  the  time  when  tbeir  functions  ceased  from  death, 
resignation,  or  a  change  In  tbe  relationa  of  the  Territory. 
After  some  remarks  from  HeMra.  STORBR,  JONES 
of  Michigan,  VINTON,  TOUCEY,  LAY,  and  SEVIER, 
"^  — lOtlon  was  rejected. 

motion  of  Hr.  CAHBRELENG,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  inserting,  fur  the  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Counei)  of  Florida,  |908  60. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  bill  w%s  amended  by 
striking  out  of  the  appropriation  for  assistant  counae  I  and 
district  attorney  in  Florida  the  words  "aasittant  coun- 
sel," and  the  sum  of  (420. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  judges  of  the  district  court*  in 
Florida,  under  the  act  of  3d  of  Hay,  1628,  for  the  year 
1S30,  9800;  and  for  the  yeara  1835  and  1836,  #600.  fn 
favor  of  this  appropriation  Mr.  W.  said  the  judges  had 
performed  extra  duty,  under  the  act  alluded  to,  snd 
were  legally  entitled  to  compensation.  He  went  inio 
an  explanation  of  the  nature  of  the  duty,  and  the  right 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  (uggeited  that  fome  of  tbe  evi- 
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dance  tpokcn  of  bad  not  been  knovn  to  the  coniiiiilte«, 
.•■■^  th*t  the  Bmendment  hid  better  be  witbdnLwn,  ntd 
prvtcnied  igein  in  the  Houte. 

Thp  queition  wm  taken,  and  the  amendment  wai  re> 
leoled. 

Mr,  HARRISON,  of  MlMoari,  moved  to  iiwert  "for 
the  coilBof  certain  Und  mill  in  Mttaounand  Florida,  de- 
cided iifai  nit  the  Uniled  Sutei,  tl.OOO." 

[ Thii  amendment  waa  lupported  on  the  pound  that 
the  United  Siatei  were  bound  to  confirm  all  valid  claimi 
to  public  laadi.  U  (he  title  «ai  doubted,  the  cUiman', 
hj  a  apecial  law,  «ai  allowed  to  have  hia  claim  aacer- 
tained  by  the  Dniled  States  courta,  and  the  "  coals  were 
le  abide  the  final  deeiaion,  at  in  all  other  caaei,  berore 
said  court!."  Here  the  cUima  were  held  to  be  valid, 
and  the  GoTernment,  ai  any  other  part;,  oagM  to  pay 
the  coBli  of  the  idjudication.  it  uii  aialed,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment,  that  the  subject  had  been  ei- 
amined  by  a  gentleman  of  the  committee  not  now 
present,  and  upon  hii  investigation  the  committee  unini- 
roouily  determined  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. It  was  entirely  ■  legal  queation,  and  depended 
upon  the  construction  of  the  lav  above  cited.] 

The  quertlon  waa  debated  by  Hesira.  WHITE,  SE- 
VIER, SMITH,  CAHBRELENG,  TOOCEY,  KEK- 
NON,  and  HARRISON. 

The  queition  wai  then  put,  and  there  appeared  to  be 
jeaa60,  nayiSJi  which  was  not  a  quorum. 

The  Eommittee  then  rose,  and  reported  that  fact  to 
the  Houie. 

Mr.  CARTBK  moved  that  the  House  do  adjourn. 
Mr.   CAMBBELBNO    desired  the  yeas  and    nayii 
which  were  oidered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  wm  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Teas  65,  nayi  73. 

The  question  wu  then  taken  on  Hr.  HaaKisoft'a 
amendment,  and  the  vote  was,'reas  ST,  nays  4B;  so  there 

Mr.  CAMBRBLBNG  moved  that  the  committee  risei 
which  motion  was  carried  in  the  aHirmBtive. 

Ur.  CAHBRELENG  moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  and  next  day. 
The  motion  being  objected  to, 

Hr.  CAHBKBLENQ  moved  a  luipenaion  of  the 
rain,  to  allow  him  to  make  the  motion. 

The  vote  was  taken,  and  there  were,  yea*  86,  nays  33| 
as  there  waa  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  evidently  a 
quorumlin  the  House. 

Hr.  CAMBSELENG  moved  a  call  of  the  Houie. 
Mr.  RENCHER  moved  an  adjournment. 
Ur.  CAHBRELBNG  aaked  for  the  yea*  and  n*ys( 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tlie  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  decided  in  the  negative:  Teas  33,  nsys73. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  then  renewed  hia  motion  to 
•uipend  the  rutts  to  make  the  bill  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow  and  next  day,  and  take  preeedenee  of  all 
other  bu  si  nest. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeat  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered)  and,  the  queition  being  taken,  it 
was  decided  In  the  affirmative:  Teas  95,  naya  4t, 

The  CHAIRdecided  that  the  bill  woi  made  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY  understood  that  it  was  a  suspen. 
sion  to  allow  the  gentleman  to  make  a  motion. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  put  the  motion  direct  on  the 
Buapenaion  of  the  rules,  but  would  aKertain  the  under- 
standing of  the  Houie. 

A  motion  waa  then  made  that  the  bill  should  be  made 
the  order  o(  the  day  for  12  o'clock,  and  carried 
affirmative. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Fmbai,  Arku  15. 

Immediately  after  reading  the  journal,  Hr.  DENNY" 
rose  to  make  ■  moliont  when 

Mr.  HOWARD  requested  him  to  yield  (he  floor,  toen- 
sble  him  to  brine  a  subject  before  the  Houie  in  which 
he  fett  a  peraonal  intereit.  Mr.  Dihst  having  complied, 
and  leive  being  granted  by  the  Houae, 

Hr.  HOWARD  aaid  that  he  wiihed  to  call  the  atten- 
tion ofthe  House,  ind  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Will]  to  (be  imperrect  manner  in  which  his  (Hr. 
W'l]  remarks,  made  on  (he  day  before  yeaterdsy,  were 
reported  in  the  Nationil  Intelligencer  of  thii  morning. 
It  would  he  remembered  by  the  (tome  that  coniiderabTe 
debate  occurred  upon  a  motion  of  a  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Hr.  SaarrKau,]  to  strike  om  a  pait  of 
the  contingent  fund  provided  for  the  State  Department, 
and  which  involved,  in  ila  range,  (he  propriety  of  the  sp- 
puimment  by  the  Preiident  of  two  commissioners  to 
proceed  lo  Ohio  and  Michigan,  afler  the  adjournment  of 
of  the  laat  Congreii.  Ur.  H.  said  that,  as  was  well 
known,  he  hid  the  honor  of  being  selected  si  one  of 
theae  commiaaionert,  aaaociated  with  ■  diatinguiahed  gen- 
tleman ( Mr.  Rush)  who  had  filled  many  bonnrable  ita- 
tlons  under  the  Government.  With  whit  auceeu  or  abil- 
ity they  had  performed  their  dutiea,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  judgif,  being  siticfied  with  (he  approbation  of  the 
President,  expresied  on  the  surrender  of  the  truiti  but 
he  would  say  that  Ihey  were  undertaken  with  a  lingle 
eye  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  country,  then 
threatened  with  imminent  danger  of  violation.  In  the 
course  of  (he  debate,  the  power  of  the  President  to 
make  such  appointmenti  bad  been  'freely  ditcusKd. 
This  was  a  matter  properly  open  to  debate,  and  gentle- 
mrn  hid  a  fiir  right  to  lerutinize  it  strictly.  He  had 
listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  front  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Wisi,]  as  he  always  did,  with  attention,  and  was 
perfectly  sure  that  the  report  of  them,  which,  he  would 
aik  the  Clerk  to  read,  wa*  not  an  accurate  rep'irt.  The 
debate  having  turntd  exclusively  upon  the  appointment 
of  the  com  mission  era,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  ia 
ide  to  ssy  as  follows: 
The  Clerk  then  read  thii  eilract: 


would  gentlemen  aay  (he  asked)  if  it  should  (urn  out 
that  thia  very  sppropriition  of  twenty-five  thottiand  dol- 
Un  wai  uaed  to  pay  lOme  of  theie  secret  agenta,  appoint- 
ed  without  any  authority  of  the  constitution?  He  went 
into  the  examination  of  the  ri)tht  oF  appointment,  and 
contended  that  the  Prewdent  had  no  power  of  the  kind 
contended  for.  The  contingent  appropriations  (he  said] 
were  spplied  to  all  aorta  of  illegitimate  purposes;  and 
were  one  portion  of  B  aystem  of  corruption,  which  had 
increased  to  a  most  enormous  extent." 

Mr.  Howian  aiid  tha',  in  the  paisage  juat  read,  it 
might  be  inferred  by  some  readers,  that  the  epitbe(  con- 
tained in  the  laat  aenlence  waa  applied  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commiwonera,  which  he  waa  perfectly  sure 
tne  gentleman  from  Vii^nia  did  not  dn.  The  remark* 
which  were  made  by  members  of  the  House,  in  debate, 
were  of  great  conkcqu'ence,  but  those  which  were  report- 
ed (0  have  been  made  were  equally  so,  because  they 
went  forth  to  the  nation,  inatead  of  being  confined  to 
the  Houaei  and,  having  called  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  to  the  imperfection  in  the  rrpiirt 
of  his  remaiks,  he  left  it  to  his  own  sense  of  justice 
what  course  lo  puriue- 

Mr,  WISE  Slid  it  would  give  bim  a  great  deal  of 
pleiture  to  explain.  He  would  aay  that  he  hid  apoken 
un  the  diy  alluded  to  without  preparation  and  eztrm- 
poraneuusty,  and  could  not  say  what  his  precise  word* 
were,  but  he  knew  what  Ilia  meaning  waa.    He  meant 
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t»  liuUnse  thi«  ■ppointment  of  comnHuionera  to  Uichi- 
9»n  by  ths  Prnident  of  (he  United  SulM,  not  u  ■  Cor- 
npt  appoinChiCnt,  but  »  kn  illrgitiimtte  ■ppointmentt 
and  ha  had  g^nertKy  denounced  comingcnt  ■pproprli- 
tioiu^  atfiortfing  iUepltirqila  »nd  corrupt  ftpplicatiaiu  of 
(he  public  moneys.  He  did  nqt  mrin  to  charge  the 
honorable  ^ntleman  from  Unrytumli  or  the  Preiident, 
with  corruption  in  the  appoifltment,  but  lie  charged  the 
President  then,  ai  he  did  now,  with  making  in  illegiti- 
male  appointment,  wh«n  there  was  no  neceMity  fur  duing 
iOI  there  wai,  howAver,  a  difference  of  opinion  on  that 
Mibjecl.  AC  the  time  alluded  to,  he  waa  debating  the 
nbjectwith  hii  eolleagne  [Hr.  Masoi]  «f  these  contin- 
gent ■ppropriitions  covering  corrupt  appropriationa  of 
the  public  moneys.  He  did  not  charge  (be  gendemin 
from  Maryland  [Hr.  Hdwabd]  with  corruptioni  and  if 
*uch  charge  was  intimated  in  the  report,  be  would  aay 
with  grest  pleasure  that  he  «m  miireported. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  h«-wa>Kl>d  lo  Bnd  that  the 
recollection  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  oorreipond- 
ed  with  hi*  own.  The  const ilutionalily  or  legality  of 
.  the  appoinlmeni  was  properly  open  todebate,  and  genlte- 
oten  upon  all  sides  had  >  perfect  right  to  express  their 
opiniona  apon  it.  He  would  no  longer  detain  the  House 
from  its  ordinary  business. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Houie  than 
reaoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
■tate  of  the  Dnion,  (Hr.  Pa-rok  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bill  making  appropriation*  for  the  ciril  and  diplomalio 
czpenses  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAaBi*a« 
to  insert  ^,000  for  cost  of  certain  land  luiU  decided 
against  the  United.  States,  it  was  taken,  and  the  motion 
wsi  rejected. 

Mr.  HASDIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  appro- 
prialing  (1,000  for  the  salary  of  the  reporter  nf  (he  de- 
eisiops  of  (he  Supreme  Court,  and  gave  as  a  reason  for 
the  modon,  that  certain  decisions  which  he  alluded  to 
bad   been  reported    inaccurately    by   (he    present  re- 

Ur.  HARPER  said  the  salary  was  provided  for  by 
kw,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  appropriated.  If  (he 
preaent  reporter  did  not  do  his  duly,  he  ought  to  be  re< 
nrned)  but  he  was  considered  an  industrious  and  com- 
petent msn  in  his  profession  in  Philadelphia,  wbaterer 
Da  might  be  here. 

After  sn me  suggestions  from  Hr.  THOMAS. 
.  Mr.  HARDIN  withdrew  the  motion  for  llie  present, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  office  was  provided  for 
by  law. 

Hr.  HARDIN  moved  an  additional  item  of  tiSQ, 
compensation  to  the  clerk  for  recording  the  opinions 
the  Supreme  Court.     Agreed  lo. 

Hr.  CAUUHELENG  moved  to  increase  the  Hem  for 
the  ezpensea  of  courts,  jails,  be,  of  the  United  Stales 
in  (he  District  of  Columbia,  by  striking  out  f333,000, 
and  inserting  0345,000.     Agreed  to. 

[Thia  increase  was  proposed  in  consequence  of  the 
•spenses  attending  the  arrest  of  the  persons  charged 
with  being  eoncrrned  in  burning  the  Treasury  building.] 

Mr.  LAWLER  moved  to  insrrl  an  item  appropriating 
#]00  for  office  rent  and  fuel  for  each  of  the  registers  and 
receivera  of  the  public  money. 

After  aoms  debate,  in  which  Hesin.  LAWLER, 
JOHNSON  of  Louiaiana,  HARDIN,  RIPLEY.  VAN- 
DEKPOEL,  VINTON,  LANE,  BOON,  and  THOMP- 
SON of  South  Carolina,  took  part, 

Mr.  LAWLER,  at  the  suggritian  of  Hr.  RittsT, 
modified  the  moilim  ao  as  to  provide  (hat  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  the  public  mttneya,  whenever  their  sali- 
■■•  Dot  amount  lo  #1,000  a  year. 


should  be  allowed  office  rt 
Them 


t  at  the  npamaorthfl  Qow-. 

a  to  amend  was  rejected, 
of  Hr.  OWENS,  the  item  allowing  «3,10O 
for  the  office  and  fuel  of  the  surreyor  of  the  public  lands 
was  stricken  out- 
Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  frusaia  after  Mexico,  in  the  item  making  appn>> 
priations  for  the  outfits  of  ehargis  des  affairei  M  Paru 
and  Mezicoi  which  was  agreed  toi  and  tha  whole  aoKwnt 
of  the  item  was  increased  from  #9,000  to  #13,300. 

The  following  claiiae  being  readr  "  For  contingent 
espenaaa  of  M  the  missiona  abroad,  thirty  tbotiaawl  dol-i 
lar."— 
Mr.  CAMBRELBNO  moved  to  strike  it  out. 
Mr.  A.  H.  SHEPPERD  rose  and  said  that,  in  the  ob- 
■ervationa  he  w»  about  to  submit  Upon  the  pending 
propoaition*  to  amend,  be  wiihed  to  be  understood  as 
doing  so,  not  merely  a*  an  individual  member  of  (his  bod^, 
but  as  in  obediervcc,  in  same  degree,  to  the  direction  of 
(he  committee  charged  with  (he  duty  nf  examining  into 
'  E  accounts  of  the  State  Department. 
I  know,  air.  said  Mr.  3-,  that  by  this  effort  wa  may  seam 
seek  a  oonseqnence,  and  give  to  ouraelvea  an  import- 
ance which,  perhaps,  was  not  intended,  nor  desired,  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  committees  of  this  Housei  but, 
much  a*  others  may  hsve  undervalued  or  slighted  iho 
duties  peculiar  to  tbia  committee,  1  hope  we  shall  be 
pardoned  for  attempting  to  show  that  there  is,  at  least, 
a  propriety,  if  not  necessity,  in  instituting  and  prosecu- 
ting the  various  inquiries  which  rightfully  fall  within  the 
scope  of  the  authority  delegated  to  us  by  the  rules  of  thia 
House)  yet  I  come  not  charged  with  a  long  and  formal 
retrenchment  report,  nor  am  I  expeoted  in  any  way  to 
point  to  or  discuss  (he  peculiar  political  opinions  of  tiiose 
who  have  been  eonoemed  in  any  of  the  Government 
transactions  to  which  I  may  advertg  our^  tabors  have,  I 
hope,  been  prosecuted  with  a  purpose  that  rises  far 
above  that  miserable,  petty  psrty  spirit  which  has,  un* 
fortunately,  too  often  become  prevalent  in  our  attempt* 
to  reform  and  correct  the  abuse*  of  Government,  of 
wbich  a  lamentable  illustration  i)  afiorded  In  (hefamooa 
retrenchment  reports  that  were  made  during  the  tesaion 
of  18!I7-'38.  Not  content  In  noticing  practices  in  the 
then  administration,  which  evidently  deserved  ibe  pub- 
lie  censure,  and  pointed  to  the  net^saity  of  legislative 
correction,  (he  excess  of  psrty  leal  destroyed,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  usefulness  of  the  Uborious  efforts  of  that 
day,  by  attaching  grave  importance  to  cireamstance*  too 
trivial  to  deserve  a  moment's  serious  conwderation.  We 
have  not  only  aobered  down  from  the  excitement  of  that 
period,  but  really  seem  to  be  fast  falling  into  an  oppo- 
site extreme.    ■ 

In  1838,  it  was. matter  of  grave  charge  against  the  then 
Secretary  of  State,  that,  nut  of  the  contingent  fund  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  hi*  Department,  he  had,  amongst 
other  things,  been  guilty  of  iheextravagance  of  purchas- 
ing for  his  office  a  print  of  the  Prerident  uf  the  Unhet) 
States,  at  the  price  of  thirteen  dollars!  But  what  have 
we  now,  sirF  Instead  of  the  disposition  to  question  th« 
character  or  extent  of  contingent  disbursements,  I  wsa 
unable  to  carry  a  majority  the  other  day  upon  a  propo- 
sition lo  reduce  the  conlinltent  appropriation  for  the 
Department  of  State  from  #25,000  to  #17,000)  and  that, 
too,  without  wailing  to  scan  so  nicely,  ss  in  days  gone 
by,  the  propriety  and  extent  of  every  petty  disburaement 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  may  have  authoriiedi  but  by 
B  stsiement  of  facts  and  figures,  clearly  showing  that 
this  retrenchment  might  be  made  wiihot  t  any  embar- 
rassment to  this  branch  of  (he  public  service. 

There  is,  iherifore,  now  not  only  a  disposition  to  give 
what  is  necessary,  but  even  to  bestow  more  than  on  be 
fcifly  ettinaCed  for;  and  so  far  are  we  going  upon  tbia 
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mated  that,  m  we  cannot  foreiee  precnely  what  amount 
may  be  needed  under  any  contingent  bead  of  appropria- 
tion, we  have  only  to  adopt  hit  amendment,  (requiring 
an  annual  publication  of  the  expend iturei,)  and  we  may 
then  free  ounclrta  from  the  trouble  oF  trying  to  ascertain 
bow  iirtle  of  ihe  people'i  money  will  probably  do*  our 
only  care  will  then  be  to  be  sure  and  give  enough! 
Thii  principle  will  very  greatly  diminiih  and  limplify  the 
labor  of  legislat ion t  indeed,  we  ihall  then  hare  tery  little 
10  do  other  Ihac  to  place  the  lurplui  revenue  of  the  coun- 
try at  tbe  disorctionary  (tiipoaition  of  the  Pretidentand  (he 
head*  ofDepartmenU.  And  here,  lir,  we  are  agun  farcibly 
reminded  ofthe  itriking  contrait,  or  rather  inconsUtency, 
to  which  the  eitremei  of  party  are  continually  Cipoied. 
To-day  a  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  thinic*  it  unlmport- 
aDi  to  look  to  the  amounli  of  contingent  appropriation) 
yd,inia38,  a  member  from  Ihe  Mme  SUIe,  (Mr.  BUir,) 
and,  like  the  preaent  gentleman,  oppoaed  to  tbe  then 
•dmiiualratioD,  m  a  report  touching  thisTcry  Department 
ofthe  Oovernment,  recommend*,  not  merely  to  diminiah 
tbe  contiiigenciet  applicable  to  "miawona  abroad,"  but 
that  no  appropriation  whatever  be  made  for  that  object. 
In  my  ewimate  of  public  men,  and  in  my  pursuit  of  pub. 
lie  meaaurei,  I  hare  ever  labored  to  guard  agaioit  that 
political  eieitement  under  theinBuenoeorwbich  we  are' 
too  apt  to  condemn  that  to-day  which  a  change  of  party 
Tiewi  may  lead  ua  to  approve  (o-morrowi  and,  allbough 
io  tfaii  way  I  have  acquired  the  unenviable  diatinclion 
of  not  being  thorough  in  my  devotion  to  p>rly,  I  have  an 
abiding  conaciousneu  that  it  la  the  only  courae  of  conduct 
that  can  meet  my  aelf-approval,  or  that  would  tend  to 
promote  tbe  permanent  mtereita  of  thoic  whom  1  have 
tbe  honor  to  represent. 

Pardon,  sir,  this  momentary  digreaaion  from  the  mere 
UMlter  of  buaineia  for  which  I  mainly  riie  to  addreisyou. 
Before  entering-,  however,  upon  a  notice  of  any  particu- 
ticular  items  of  eipendimre,  upon  which  i  feel  myielf 
called  to  remark,  1  must  here  pause  to  express  my  sur- 
prise that  the  Secretary  of  State  ^ould  have  sent  in  an 
■atimale,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
should  have  reported  Ihe  bill  now  under  consideration. 


n  for  "contingent  expenses  of  all  thi 

Perceiving,  from  tbe  books  of  the  Treasury,  and  Ihe 
detailed  disburaement  furnished  the  commiltee  to  which 
I  belong,  thai  neither  of  these  hesds  of  expenditure 
usually  exceeded  twenty  ihousand  dollars,  annually,  and 
that,  for  Ihe  last  year,  Ibil  "for  mission!  abroad"  was 
only  $16,331  37,  I  was  ready  to  object,  and  did  intend, 
«ven  under  ibia  view  of  the  aubject,  Io  propoae  to  re- 
duce the  appropriations  to  something  like  the  expendi- 
luret  but,  nr,  what  was  my  surprise,  when,  by  reference 
to  the  balances  in  the  office  of  the  Regialer  of  the 
Treasury,  I  ascertained  the  fad,  that  at  the  close  of  the 
latl  year  there  wis  on  hand  thirty  thousand  dollars,  sp- 


Thus 


appropriation,  uauslly  covering  an  annual  expenditure 
of  not  quite  forty  thousamt  dollars,  there  is  already  at 
the  service  of  the  present  year  the  sum  of  seventy 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eight  doltarsi  and  yet  the 
Secretary  of  State  requires  a.further  appropriation  of 
nxty  Ihouaand  dollars! 

It  ia  true,  sir,  Ihal  the  chairman  of  (he  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  CAaBaii.iHS,]  leconded  by  the 


a>]  now  movestoitrike  this  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dol- 


lars from  the  bill)  and  1  should  probably  have  conlented 
myself,  on  this  part  of  the  esse,  with  merely  voting  for 
(he  amendment,  had  not  ■  very  alrange  attempt  been 
made  by  Ihe  latter  gentleman  [Ur.  Masoi]  to  show  that 
(he  Secretary  of  State  could  not,  at  tbe  time  of  .his  eiti- 
materorthe  year  ISDeCwhish  was  made  about  the  1st 
of  October,  1S3J)  know  that  any  very  considersble  bal- 
ance would  remsin  at  the  end  of  the  year  1835,  or  that 
theadditionofthirtythousand  dollars,  under  each  of  these 
heads,  would  not  be  requlsile.  We  have  already  seen 
that,  if  (here  bad  been  nothing  on  hand,  Ihe  sums  pro- 

Eosed  in  the  bill,  and  aaked  by  the  Secretary,  would 
ave  been  abundantly  targr,  and  indeed  more  than  nif- 
dcient.  But  what  disposition  can  the  Secretary,  or  his 
friend,  make  of  this  enormous  sum  of  upwards  of  seventy 
thousand  dollars?  For,  if  it  be  aaid  he  could  not  know 
in  October  how  the  balance  would  be  at  the  close  of  De- 
cember, 1835,  certainly  there  could  have  been  no  diffi> 
culty  in  aacertaining  how  it  atood  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1834.  By  Teference  Io  the  aame  undoubted  source  of 
information,  and  by  a  mere  moment's  inspection,  we  are 
informed  that,  under  the  bead  of  "conlingenciesof  mia< 
aiona  abroad,"  the  sum  on  hsndon  Ihe  31st  of  December, 
1834,  was  r26,7S9.  and  for  •■  contingencies  of  foreign 
inlercourse,"  (here  waa  920,000i  yet,  for  1835,  there  was 
also  appropriated  $30,000  to  each  of  these  objeclsj  giv* 
ing,  for  1835,  an  entire  sum  or$I06,739.  Suppose,  then. 
that  no  other  or  later  data  of  calculation  were  attainable 
by  Ihe  Secretary  than  Ihoae  to  which  I  have  just  referred, 
does  not  every  body  see  that,  unless  by  direction  of  Ibe 
Preaident,  he  had  greatly  augmented  the  diabursementa 
during  the  year  1835,  enough,  afi  abundant  balance,  must 
have  remained  for  the  preaent  year  without  any  addition- 
al approprisiion? 

But  at  the  very  time  of  aaking  these  additional  aums 
for  1836,  viz:  the  lat  of  October,  1S35,  the  unexpended 
balance,  under  the  head  of  contingencies  for  foreign  in- 
tercourse waa  in  truth  $30,603,  and  for  misMons  abroad 
$46,683  87. 

Thus  Ihe  firat  three  quartera  of  the  year  had  been  met, 
and  more  than  met,  without  trenching  on  (he  appropri- 
ation of  1835.  Surely,  then,  one  abort  quarter  ofthe  year 
was  not  likely  to  do  much  in  diminishing  this  amount} 
but,  sir,  really  very  little,  unusually  little,  waa  at  that 
time  left  to  conjecture  or  estlmatei  for,  by  reference  to 
Ihe  warrant  book  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  seen  that 
M  early  at  the  4lh  of  Hay  ihe  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  had,  upon  the  reqiiiailion  of  the  Secretary, 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  on  accoun(  of  contingent  eipenaea  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse, which  embraced  the  whole  rxpendilure  ofthe 
year,  with  the  exception  of  $1,456  66,  which  remained 
oftheamountdrawnout  of  the  Treasury  in  1834. 

II  has  not  been  usual  for  Ihe  agent  to  be  possesied,  at 
•o  early  a  dsy,  of  the  whole  sum  likely  (o  be  disbursed 
during  the  entire  yeart  but,  I  presume,  it  was  dune,  in 
this  instance,  for  the  reason  that  more  than  the  usual 
amount  of  the  annual  expenditure  wai  about  being  in- 
curred at  an  early  period,  and  within  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year:  ofthis  I  may  speak  hereafter.  There  waa,  then, 
in  October  laat,  nothing  lefi  to  conjecture  and  estimate 
under  the  head  of  contingencies  of  foreign  intercourse] 
and,  by  reference  to  ihe  expenses  of  misaioni  abroad,  we 
find  Ihal  only  $5,375  89  waa  required  during  Ihe  last 
■quBrler  of  the  year  1835.  This  sum,  then,  turns  out  to 
be  the  only  ba«a  upon  which  it  ia  now  contended  ihat, 
notwithatanding  the  balances  I  have  ahown  to  be  on  hand 
at  the  beginning  of  1835,  and  at  the  close  of  tbe  third 
quarter  of  that  year,  Ihe  Secretary  could  not  have  known 
that  Ihe  sum  of  aixty  thoiiaand  dollars  would  not  be  ne- 
cessare,  in  addition  thereto,  for  the  year  1836!  It  has, 
indeed,  been  intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Ur.  Masow]  that,  in  order  la  make  a  aafe  eatimtte,  thft 
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Secretary  oT  State  rouM  w^t  unlH  all  the  nriaut  itenu, 
or  Bocounti  of  diiburaement,  have  been  preicnled  and 
BUdiled  at  the  Treaauryt  but,  inatead  or  ihli  Tiew  being' 
correct  in  principle,  or  (ending  to  ju*ti^  the  courae  of 
the  8ccrctar7,  it  will,  if  admitted,  ihow  a  atill  larger  bal- 
ance, eapecially  of  the  fund*  applicable  to  contingent  ei- 
penaci  of  miuioni  abroad)  for  even  now,  lir,  the  wbole 
amount  tranimilted  for  cettJement,  and  paned  by  the 
Pinh  Auditor,  does  not  exceed  five  thountnd  dollan. 
Tel  the  expense  incurred  under  this  head,  for  tbe  year 
1835,  ia  Mt  down  at  f  16,331  37)  that  being  the  lum  ac- 
tually paid  out  of  the  Treaiury,  upon  individual  account, 
or  by  fundi  placed  in  the  hands  of  foreign  bankers  or 
other  agents  of  the  Government,  to  be  disbiirted  in  the 
payment  of  the  numerou*  item*  of  account  into  which 
web  a  bead  of  expenditure  necegsarily  divides  itielf,  but 
which  eannot  in  themselves  be  looked  to  M  the  itandard 
of  expenditure  under  any  particular  head  of  appropria- 
tion, and  are  not  «o  considered  at  ihe  Treasuryi  but,  on 
.the  other  hand,  (he  sums  so  drawn  froni  the  Treasury, 
and  the  fund*  purchased  and  placed  in  tbe  bands  of  our 
bankers  and  other  agents,  are  considered  and  treated  ai 
expended,  altbough  it  may,  ami  frequently  doei,  hap- 
pen that,  upon  tbe  uhimate  and  detailed  Mttlement  of  all 
the  aeeounta  involved,  balances  may  be  found  unexpend- 
ed in  the  hands  of  tBeae  agenta,  but  wl|ich  are  consid- 
ered M  so  entirely  out  of  (be  Treaniry  that  a  warrant  ia 
drawn  for  their  repayment  or  reatoralion  to  the  bead  of 
appropriation  from  which  they  were  taken. 

Thua  you  see,  air,  the  actual  disbursement  under  any 
particular  head  of  appropriation  may  prove  to  be  leu, 
but  cannot  well  turn  out  to  be  more,  than  the  sums  to 
•dnnoed  by  the  Government.  II  is,  therefore,  not  only 
,  idle,  but  really  the  gentleman  trom  Virginia  [Mr.  Hisox] 
does  both  hinisetr  and  the  Secretary  of  State  great  injua. 
tice,  when  he  contends  tint  (he  estimates  for  the  Depart- 
ment are  regulated  by  the  actual  Kate  of  the  individual 
account*,  as  aettled  at  tbe  Tressury)  for,  I  repeat,  were 
this  the  case,  it  would  make  the  matter  still  worse,  by 
showing  that  the  present  estimate  of  nxly  thousand  dol- 
Isr*  for  contingencies  of  fordgn  intercourse  and  missions 
abroad  had  been  made  with  a  much  larger  balance  on 
band  than  even  that  for  wbieh  I  have  contended)  and, 
instead  orju«(ifying  the  appropriation  tl7',400  asked  for 
the  preaent  year'a  expense  of  our  intercourse  with  tbe 
Barbery  Powers,  would  show  that  tbe  Department  was 
-  yet  unMithoriaed  to  ask  any  amount  whatever  for  this 
service,  aa  "odiabursementt  of  the  last  year**  appropria- 
ttona  have  been  forwarded  by  our  consuls,  and  settled  at 
the  Treasury. 

But  tbe  truth'  ia,  as  I  have  aHerted,  and  M  the  booka 
of  the  TresMry  show,  the  year'a  expenditure  i«  consid- 
ered at  regulated  by  (he  lunu  drawn  out  for  disburse- 
ment: these  amounts  can  be  seen  at  a  moment's  glance. 
Tbe  Secretary  of  State  had  only  Id  aik,  and  the  infor- 
mation would  have  been  afforded.  But  it  seems  that 
even  this  lidle  trouble  baa  not  been  submitted  to:  tbe 
only  inquiries  have  probably  been,  how  much  was  voled 
last  yearr  Was  (bat  enough^  How  much  more  (bin 
enough,  is  a  matter  that  baa  not  troubled  the  head  of 
tbe  Department  until  quite  recently. 

You  will  bear  in  mind,  sir,  that  I  am  not  now  Indulg- 
ing in  any  objection  to  the  amounts  annually  expended 
under  iheie  beads  of  appropriation  of  which  I  am  speak- 
■ngi  but  i  have  purposely  conlrasled  tbe  smallness  of 
these  disburaemenl*  with  the  continued  repetition  of  an- 
nual demand)  for  eitravagint  and  useless  spproprialions. 
Certainty  it  Is  no  good  reason  to  urge,  in  favor  of  such  a 
course  of  legislation,  (hat  the  money  is  not  wasted,  and 
that  we  should  reward  (he  economy  of  those  who  have 
charge  oflbe  public  fund*,  by  placing  tens  of  tbouaand* 
at  their  will  and  pleasure,  over  and  above  the  accuslonied 
wants  of  the  Gorernment.     Such  blind  confidence  is  un- 


worthy of  that  vigilance  and  care  which  should  ever 
charvcteriielfae  representatives  of  the  people. 

Although,  sir,  as  I  have  juat  intimala],  1  have  no  par* 
tlcular  charge  of  extravagance  to  make  touching  thedia- 
buraements  that  I  have  examined,  yet,  in  (he  pn^ress  of 
that  minute  inveatigaiion  wbicb,  by  the  committee,  1  was 
authorixed  to  make,  I  met  with  some  items  of  expendi* 
ture  which  were  at  least  in  their  charaoler  somewhat  ex. 
traordinary,  if  not  wholly  objectionable,  [a  this  class  I 
weutd  place  the  sum*  paid  out  of  the  appropriation*  for 
contingencies  of  foreign  in(erGoutse,  by  direction  of  tb« 
President  of  (he  United  Statea,  to  one  Edmund  Boberts, 
a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  vear  1833  Mr.  Roberta  was  commiaMoned  or 
employed  by  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  to  visit 
the  countries  of  Muscat,  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  Japan. 
Tbe  object  of  Ibis  Eastern  nis«on  seems  to  have  been 
the  formation  of  treaties  with  the  sovereigns  of  these 
demi-barbarcus  nation*.  To  aid  in  its  fulfilment,  pres- 
ent* on  behalf  of  our  Government  were  made,  to  about 
tbe  amount  of  three  tbouaand  three  hundred  dollars. 
The  compensation  of  this  GovernmenI  agant  was  at  this 
<a«M  fixed  at  six  dollarsperday,  but  he  was  also  allowed, 
in  the  settlement  of  his  sccounts,  five  [>er  cent,  commia- 
sion  upon  the  sum  so  disbursed  by  him  in  presents.     He 


in  d^n^  so  With  the  other  Powers  to  whom  be  wa*  sent. 

In  tbe  spring  of  last  year  Ur.  Roberts  was  agwn  de- 
apatcbed  with  Iresb  instructiona,  at  an  annual  aalary  of 4,400 
dollars,  which  was  directed  to  be  paid  him  from  the  fint 
of  the  year  I  and,  to  strenghen  the  hope*  of  itill  greater 
succeia,  presents  amounting  to  419,180  79  were  pur^ 
chased  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  placed  at  hia  diipo- 
aition,  with  a  view  of  being  employed  by  him  in  buying 
or  conciliating  (he  favor  of  those  Power*  to  whom  be 
lisd  been  bc^re,  in  some  degree,  accredited.  This  ex- 
penditure wsa  incurred  witbin  the  last  quarter  of  (be 
year  1834,  and  tbe  first  quarter  of  1835.  1  have  not 
merely  contented  myself  with  ascertaining  the  amount 
of  this  bounty  or  donslioo  on  behalf  of  our  Government, 
but,  in  obedience  to  a  sense  of  duty,  bars  looked  through 
the  entire  list  or  series  of  irticlea  of  merehaDdiie  of 
which  It  has  been  composed,  and  have  taken  care  to  see 
that,  according  to  law  and  (be  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, (bii  bi^Mnd  unusual  di^uraement  ha*  received 
the  proper  certificates  of  the  President  and  (be  Secre- 
tary of  State,  withthe  direction  for  its  payment  out  of  the 
fund  for  contingencies  of  forei|jn  intercourse. 

The  gentleman  employed  in  this  business  is  very 
favorably  spoken  of  by  those  who  know  him,  and,  judg- 
ing from  what  knowledge  my  investigation  ba«  afforded 
me  of  hi*  ^aracter,  I  am  diaposed  to  think  well  of  his 
qualifications  for  Such  a  misnon.  Nor  am  I,  sir,  now 
prepared  to  call  in  question  the  policy  of  our  Govern, 
menl,  which  seeks  lu  extend  and  strengthen  our  com. 
mercial  intercourse  with  the  nations  Embraced  in  (hia 
enterprisei  and  that,  too,  although  gifla  may  be  neces- 
sary lo  prupitiale  their  favor,  or  secure  to  us  the  mere 
privilege  of  trading  with  them.  No,  siri  all  thia  may 
well  be,  and  be  right)  and  yet  very  grave  questions  may 
arise  ■*  to  the  propriety  of  applying  the  contingent  fund 
to  the  payment  of  a  aalsrled  ofiicer,  who,  though  he  has 
for  yeara  Mislained  a  sort  of  diplomatic  character  abroad, 
and  baa  actually  negotiated  a  treaty,  and  ilnuw  gone 
upon  a  second  miaslun,  at  an  expense  of  twenty.four 
thousand  dollsra,  has  never,  during  all  this  time,  been 
nominated  to  the  Sinate  for  appuintnieni,  or  in  any 
other  nay  been  made  knowntolhecountry  a*  connected 
with  an  important  foreign  service. 

1  know  it  is  swd  thst,  to  guard  against  (be  jealous  In- 
terference of  rival  nations,  secrecy  was  necessary  in  (liii^ 
asitbaibeenlhoufhttobe  in  many  other  negotiationiibut. 
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for  one,  I  b«li*v«>ot  intheeffioaer  of  luchaprecMitiont 
fbr,  inflnd  oftbe  diiBuiied  neEoti*1ortuoeeedincin  elu- 
ding' Mitpicioti,  ftnd  ancct'Enc  tbe  butineu  of  bit  Oorcm- 
ment  without  diicicaurc,  tbe  mere  fitctof  >ltcmpti:ig lo 
do«o  will,  in  Moit  imtanoec,  be  Tound  to  aMmken  uniMuat 
ourioiily,  and  to  ^oaamequeDcetothe  objeouorthe 
miMioa  wbioh  vould  not  hare  obttintd  had  plain  and 
open  d«alinK  been  obicrved.  But,  ifthii  waa  really  to 
ha*«  been  •  leclvt  buaneaa,  the  PrcMknt  tbould  hare 
tbellered  the  expenditure  under  tbe  power  (iicn  bim 
to  allow  adtiburaemeat,  witbout  ipecifying  the  objecta 
for  which  it  baa  been  Biad«i  yet  he  hai  in  th'u  uiitanee, 
■swell  as  every  other  during Jiii  adminialration,  with 
bii  UMial  rranknen  and  indepcndenee  of  character,  re- 
fused to  treat  any  part  of  the  ■pproprialtoni  fia  corv- 
Ungenciea  of  foreign  intcrcourie  ai  conatituling  a  aecret 
•crriee  fund,  but  taai  *lwaya  given  the  vouchera  or  ipeci- 
ficatlona  of  tlie  expenditure.  Whilst  I  higMy  approve 
this  practice  of  the  preienl  admioialration,  I  repeat,  sir, 
that  It  is  utteriy  SI  war  with  the  idea  of  carrying  on  a 
secret  ntgotiationi  for  tbe  very  fact  of  iubmitting  the 
subject  •matter  of  tbe  account  to  lucb  inveatigalkin  as, 
from  its  nature  it  BiBy  aeem  to  merit,  must,  ' 
grce,  give  publiciiy  to  the  whole  transaetio 
telhedi' 


ed  with  o«r  intercourse  with  the  Bsrbary  Powers.  By 
an  act  of  Confrreia,  paued  in  1810,  a  wlary  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  is  given  to  our  coniul  geneni  resident  at 
Algiers,  and  two  thousand  to  each  of  our  other  consuls, 
sent  totbedifTerent  Barbary  Ststes.  Since  the  occupation 
of  Algiers  by  France,  this  general  consulship  has  ce: 
and  we  have  now  on  this  part  of  Jbe  public  service 
Ihree  consular  stations— one  at  Tsngiers,  in  Morocco, 
one  »t  Tunis,  and  one  at  Tripoli.  Thiaaalaried  compen- 
aalitKl  dialinguishea  ibis  cisss  of  consuls  from  any  others 
employed  by  our  Government;  ind,  still  farlher  to  favor 
their  position,  they  are  each,  hy  the  act  jiiit  referred  lo, 
permitted  to  diaburse  annually  the  aum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  in  present*  to  the  Oovernments  where  they 
reside,  and  may  even  exceed  this  amount,  upon  the  writ- 
ten perroiadon  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Sat,  «r,  this  law  goes  still  farther,  and  clearly  shows 
that,  while  it  was  tbe  pnrpoie  of  Congress  to  cherish  our 
eomraeniial  interoourse,  and  to  preserve  pesce  with 
these  Powers,  it  also  intended  to  provide  that  agents 
employed  in  disbursing  these  favors  of  nur  Government 
diould  be  compelled  to  render  a  strict  acemint  of  the 
Manner  in  which  they  should  perform  this  service.  Wllb 
this  view,  tbe  sixth  section  enacts  "that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  consuls  residing  on  the  Barbsry  coMt  to 
tranamit  to  theSecretsry  of  the  Treasury,  annually,  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  moneys  received,  and  of  all  diaburscmenis 
or  expenditures  made  by  them,  respectively,  for  or  on 
accouni  of  the  TTnited  States,  and  the  particular  purpose 
to  which  tbe  moneys  have  been  applied,  and  the  vouchera 
to  support  the  same;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ahalt  transmit  to  Congress,  within  two  months  a  Her  tbe 
comiDencement  of  the  Brst  session  (hereof,  in  every 
year,  ■  sUtement  of  all  the  moneys  diibursed  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  SUIes  for  expenses  of  intercourse 
with  the  Barbary  Powers  during  the  preceding  year; 
therein  noting,  so  br  aa  can  be  ucertsined  at  the  Treis- 
tlry,  tbe  sums  received  by  the  respective  agents  or  con- 
suls, and  the  purposes  to  which  the  same  have  been  ap- 

1  would  here  emphatically  inquire  of  the  old  eat  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  those  most  experienced  in  the  altera- 
tions and  amendments  which  our  lawa  have  undergone, 
whether  the  section  that  1  have  just  read  has  ever  been 
repealed,  or  even  modified  in  any  way.  For  myaelf,  1 
have  been  unable  to  discover  any  thing  showing  its  re-  i 
peal,  or  alteration  in  any  particular  whatever.  Taking 
It,  thtKforej  to  be  the  Uw  of  the  land,  the  comniittee  ' 


waited  for  Ibeexpiration  of  the  two  months  wilbia  wbicfa 
tiae  the  Secretary  of  tlte  1'reaaury  is  required  to  mak« 
a  communicalion  of  thia  oontingeiH  disbursement  to  Con* 
greas.  But,  sir,  we  wailed  in  vain.  Tet,  suppvm;  tb« 
delay  was  probably  owing  to  the  press  of  business,  «r 
momentary  inattention,  I  was  authuriKed  by  tbe  oommit- 
tee,  without  resorting  to  tbe  fnrmolily  of  a  resolution  oa 
tbe  subject,  to  inquire  into  the  reaaon  of  this  delayi  that 
reason,  or  answer,  is  given  m  the  Becrelsty's  ruMe  of  the 
16lh  February,  in  which  he  ssys  that  "eousuls  bavo 
never  made  any  returns  to  tbii  Department  under  Iha 
act  regulating  the  same,  or  ibey  wo^ld  probably  havo 
been  submitted  to  Conjcress." 

Can  it  be  true,  sir,  that  this  wise  and  prudent  legi^- 
tive  provliion  has  been  wlu>lly  negleeted.'  Yea,  sir,  it  ■■ 
emphacically  true;  for,  instead  of  being  obseceed  and 
carried  into  execution,  its  very  existence  seems  to  has* 
(scaped  tbe  attention  of  all  tliose  whose  duly  required 
them  to  see  it«  provisions  fulHIIed.  Nor  i*  ibis  ibe  fauh 
merely  of  the  present  day,  or  tbe  present  adminiilrotioni 
but  ii  equally  chargeable  to  those  that  have  preceded  ilj 
for  I  believe,  in  the  language  of  Ibe  Secretary  of  Ut« 
Treasury,  our  "consuls  lisvc  never  made  any  returns," 
according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  act  of  IBIC. 

Having  thus  entirely  failed  in  obtaining  tike  official  in- 
formation which  we  hid  a  legal  right  to  expect  from  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  commenced  seeking',  in 
some  other  way,  to  learn,  if  practicable,  tbe  disposition 
Ihat  had  been  made  of  the  Urge  sums  of  money  placed 
from  lime  (o  time  at  the  will  siid  pleasure  of  iheae  dia- 
buraing  agenta  of  tbe  Government.  And  allhougii,  as 
we  have  just  seen,  annual  slalemeats  of  expenditure 
have  not  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treas- 
ury, and  by  him  lubmilted  to  Congress,  it  so  hsppens 
that,  when  it  bss  precisely  suited  the  convenience  of  our 
consuls  to  do  so,  Ibey  have,  through  the  Department  of 
Btate,  communicated  some  account  of  their  doings  to 
our  Governnient.  By  reference  to  the  books  ai  the 
Treasury,  where  these  matten  have  been  settled  by  the 
Fifth  Auditor,  iGnd  that  James  K.  Lcib,  our  present  con- 
sul at  Tangiers,  in  Morocco,  bss  not  settled  any  account 
since  his  appointment,  which  was  In  1833,  and  Ihat  tha 
sum  of  114,017  41  stands  as  a  ehirge  ogaiatl  him  on  tha 
books  of  the  Treasury.  I  should,  perbsps,  here  stale 
that  Ur.  Leibhii recently  tronsmittedan account,  which, 
I  learn,  is  retained  by  tbe  Secretary  of  State  for  further 
advisement,  in  consequence  of  its  embracing  extravagant 
expeoditurea  made  by  him  on  a  viul  to  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  at  the  city  of  Fei. 

Samuel  D.  Heap,  present  consul  at  Tunis,  is  debtor  t* 
the  amount  ortia,??8  63|  he  has  iwt  setUeil  any  account 
since  Slat  December,  1831. 

Daniel  B.  HcCiuly,  consul  at  Tripoli,  is  chst^d  with 
a  balance  sgainat  bim  of  $3,721  79.  His  last  aetllemeni 
was  on  30th  June,  1833. 

From  1810  to  the  present  time,  I  (led  that  tbe  sum  of 
t700,000  has  been  expended  or  paid  out,  on  account  of 
our  intercourse  with  tbe  Barbary  Powers,  eicluiive  of 
various  disb  uric  me  Dli^  which  are  usually  embraced  under 
tbis  head  of  expenditure,  but  which  do  not  properly 
belong  to  it;  that,  of  thia  sum,  (89,677  haa  not  been  ac- 
counted for,  but  stands  out  in  a  long  liat  of  balance* 
against  our  present  and  preceding  consuls  and  commer- 
cial agents- 

~  will  not,  sir,  be  so  persooil  *•  to  specify  throughout 
nsmes  of  all  those  who  appear  to  be  debtors  to  their 
Government,  but  shsll  content  myself  hy  having  merely 
pointed  out  the  particular  sums  that  are  chargeable  to 
ihoie  now  in  office,  and  in  favor  of  whom  it  ia  pruposed 
to  mske  a  still  further  sppropriation  of  (17,400,  em- 
bracing their  salaries  of  (S,000  escb,  with  eight  hundred 
dollsrs  for  contingent  expense!  and  three  thousand  dot- 
lata  for  each  of  these  three  cinmlateij  to  be  disbursed 
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In  preunla,  accordin|[  to  the  proriiioni  of  the  *ct  of 
1610,  alreidy  referied  to. 

But,  »ir,  tiiii  \a  not  >II  (hat  It  la  propoied  to  do,  or  hu 
recently  been  done,  to  fivor  or  ptlroniie  Ihese  almoit  ir. 
reiponiible  ofiiceri  of  the  Oovernmrnt.  The  Ireity 
which  liu  Ml b«i>ied  for  nor  fifty  ye»M  between  thisGoy- 
ernment  and  that  of  Morocco,  being  ibout  to  expire,  our 
coniul  It  Tangier),  Mr.  Lelb,  hu  been  charged  with 
the  duly  of  procuring  iti  renewal.  In  order  to  iniure 
MCCCH^  the  turn  of  (19,233  45  hai,  within  the  lut  year, 
been  laid  out  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  Secretary 
of  State,  uFider  the  authority  of  the  Preiident,  in  (he 
pnrchue  of  a  Tery  greit  T»riely  of  forei^  and  domeatic 
p>odi,  which  have  been  (hipped  to  Ihe  care  of  Hr.  Leib, 
■nd  are  intended  to  be  by  him  preienled  to  Ihe  Empe- 
ror of  Morocco,  upon  hit  consenting  to  •  renewal  of 
Ihe  treaty,  Thii  expenditure  ia  orer  and  abore  thewra 
which  our  coniul  may  have  diabuned  in  that  country 
out  of  the  appropriation  of  1835,  but  no  account  of 
which  iato  be  found  at  the  Treaaury, 

The  preaenli  »o  to  be  given  may  be  neceuary  to  •!- 
tain  the  object  ih  view,  and  Ihe  object  may  itaelf  be 
worth  the  money.  1  will  nol  now  wait  to  queation  the 
one  or  the  olhert  but  however  commendabre  may  have 
been  thla  expenditure,  I  would  greatly  have  preferred 
that  it  ahould  have  been  intruited  to  some  one  who  had 
not  ihown  a  manifi^it  inaltenlion  to  Ihe  law  rrgulaling  hii 
dotieat  or  that,  at  least,  before  giving  thla  additionafev- 
idence  of  conGdence  in  our  consul  at  Tingiert,  he  had 
been  required  by  Ihe  President  of  the  United  State*  to 
•djuat  Ihe  lum  already  ouliUnding  agsinat  him  on  Ihe 
books  of  the  Treasury)  for,  sir,  however  able  Ihia  gen- 
tleman, with  others,  may  ultinulely  prove  to  account  for 
all  their  disbursements,  a  neglect  to  do  so  for  years,  in 
Tiolalion  of  the  plainest  pruviuon  of  law.  Is  an  example 
that  ought  not  lo  be  favored  or  indulged.  Nor,  sir,  is 
this  my  only  objection,  connected  with  ilie  class  of  ex- 
penditures to  which  1  am  now  rererring;  for  in  them  I 
think  we  have  a  forcible  illuilration  of  the  great  impro- 
priety of  permitting  surplus  amounts  lo  accumubte,  un- 
der any  contingent  head  of  disburse ilien I,  by  not  attend- 
ing to  the  stale  of  Ihe  appropnation  at  l ho  close  of  each 
•ucceaiive  year,  or  al  any  time  when  it  may  be  proposed 
to  make  an  additional  app^nprialion.  Thus,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1834,  Ihere  wu  on  hand,  under  Ihe  head  of 
"Intercourse  with  the  Barbery  Powers,"  the  sum  of 
f  IS,607,  more  than  enough  lo  meet  the  utusl  annual  ex- 
penditure! yet,  for  1835,  we  have  tlie  old  appropriation 
of  f  1!',400,  giving  an  available  amount  for  Ihst  year  of 
^6,000.  Out  of  tliii  hai  been  taken  this  extraordinary 
expenditure  of  near  twenty  Ibousaod  dollars,  for  preaents 
to  Ihe  Binperor  of  Morocco. 

Bui,  air,  I  would  Inquire  who,  in  voting  for  the  usual 
■ppmpriation  of  Ihe  last  year,  imagined  he  was  giving 
an  extra  fund  lo  be  eniptayed  in  this  or  any  other  extra- 
ordinary way,  and  to  the  Gtnes*  or  propriety  of  which  his 
attention  was  in  no  way  directed.  The  money  might 
have  been  granted,  but  [  Insist  that  thai  could  only  be 
ftirly  and  properly  known  by  making  Ihe  direct  request, 
and  asking  a  specific  appropriation  for  this  particular 
object)  thereby  affording  Ihe  representatives  of  the  peo- 

(ile  (be  important  privilege  of  looking  into  and  discuai- 
ng,  in  advance  oT  legislation,  all  tbc  questions  of  expe- 
dienoy,  of  principle,  or  of  national  policy,  that  this  or 
any  other  unuaual  di^ursement  may  be  supposed  (o  in- 
volve) and  not  leaving  to  them  the  almo<il  useless  task  of 
merely  criticiaing  the  expenditure,  after  it  shall  have  been 
made  from  a  fuod  created  without  any  intimation  from 
any  quarter  of  an  intention  to  apply  it  to  such  a  purpose. 
When  an  event  occurs  that  is  really  contingent  and  ur- 
gent in  its  character,  such  as  could  not  have  been  espe- 
cially looked  to  and  provided  for  by  Congress,  then  the 
Presidont  would  be  clearly  justified  ia  meeting  any  cs- 
Tal.  lUI.— 206 


penie  that  may  accrue  out  of  the  common  standing  con- 
lingent  sppropriatiunsi  but  It  cannot  be  said  that  the  de- 
termination to  iniiiluie  negotiations  with  the  Emperor  of 
Japan,  the  Sullan  of  Muscat,  or  King  of  Siam,  or  lo  ap- 
ply for  a  renewal  of  Ihe  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  partake  st  all  of  this  character)  these  were 
objects  presenting  time  for  deliberation,  and  were  cer- 
tainly of  aufBcient  importance,  even  from  the  large  ex- 
penditure to  which  they  have  ^ven  rise,  to  have  been 
presented  directly  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Bui,  sir,  the  principle  for  which  1  contend  ia  sustained 
by  the  previous  example  nf  our  Government,  in  relHtion 
to  this  very  treaty  with  Horaeeo:  for  when,  in  1791,  it 
was  proposed  to  make  presents  to  Ihe  then  new  Empe- 
ror, in  order  to  obtain  his  recognition  of  the  treaty  which 
it  is  now  intended  to  renew,  the  money  was  not  taken  by 
the  President  from  the  contingent  fund,  or  ordinary  ap- 
propriation for  intercourse  vith  that  Power,  but  a  spe- 
cific appropriation  was  inade  in  a  law  passed  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose. 

This  is  an  example,  atr,  worthy  of  all  imitation,  and 
which  I  sincerely  wish  had  been  followed  in  the  instance! 
10  Which  i  am  now  adverting.  But,  instead  of  Ihil  safe 
and  iruly  republican  doctrine  of  specific  sppropriatioiis 
nining  favor  at  this  day,  I  can  but  perceive  ihe  mani- 
festation of  a  disposition  lo  lose  sight  of  this  powerful 
safeguard  against  an  improvident  and  unauthorized  ex- 
penditure of  the  treasure  of  the  nation.  Say,  if  yoii 
please,  that  all  is  yet  well,  and  that  we  have,  st  present, 
a  sufficient  aecunly  for  the  faithful  application  of  the 
public  money,  not  in  the  cautious  specific  provision*  of 
our  Iswa  appropriating  it,  but  in  the  sound  and  prudent 
discretion  uflhoae  to  whom  we  intrust  it)  would  it,  f  a«k, 
be  wise  to  rely  upon  the  continuance  ofsuch  a  •ecurityr 

Tea,  sir,  all  may  now  be  well,  and  yet  Ibst  aaaurance 
should  not  induce  us,  as  legiilatora,  to  look  the  less  anx- 
iouity  to  the  means  of  future  nfety,  Thoee  may  here- 
after possess  the  executive  rule  in  our  Government, 
whose  ambitioui  propensitlei,  or  whose  sordid  love  of 
money,  may  lead  them  to  construe  not  only  liberally, 
but  most  mischievously,  their  power  over  tuch  portions 
of  the  public  treasure  as  msy  be  pisced  in  their  bands, 
without  strict  legal  limitations  is  lo  the  objecti  of  it* 
applicationi  let  us  not,  therefore,  set  an  example  of  blind 
and  implicit  confidence,  which  may  lend  hereafter  to  en- 
danger or  destroy  tbelibertiesof  our  country. 

"Hie  moli<Mt  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

The  fallowing  clsuie  having  been  rrad:  "For  the  tx- 
pensesorinlereoursewithlheBirbaryPowera,(17,000"— 

Mr.  A.  H.  SHBPPBBD  moved  to  strike  out  |17,0G0, 
and  insert  tlO,000;  which  motion  he  supported  at  aome 
length. 

Mr.  WISE  spoke  in  support  of  the  molioo,  and  Hr. 
MASUN,  of  Vincinis,  opposed  it 


and  Ihe  motion,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  ofUr.CAMBKELBNO.Ihe  following  claqa« 
was  stricken  out; 

■■Par  theeoolingenl  expenseiof  foreign  intercourse, 
$30,000.'* 

TbefollovingcUuse  having  been  read:  "For  the  Doc- 
umentary History  of  Ihe  American  Bevolullon,  per  set 
of  March  Sd,  1833,  ^30,000"— 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  made  aome  remarks  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  appropriation.  The  original  con- 
tract wouk),  h^^id,  have  amounled  to  |108,000,  but  the 
revised  contract  limited  the  number  of  the  volumes  to 
twenty.  His  opinion  was,  he  said,  Ihat,  even  with  thi* 
limitation,  the  expense  would  coal  nearly  double  that 
sum.  He  proposed  that  Ihe  appropriation  ihculd  be 
(iricken  out.  At  a  proper  lime  he  would  offer  a  rcio- 
lulioQ  for  reacindlng  the  contract,  upon  the  payment  of 
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reasonable  [Iimiffea,  or  for  rencTtng  it  with  proper  11  mi- 
Utioni.  He  could  euily  prove,  he  »iJ,  that  the  Secre- 
tary nf  State,  in  making  Itie  contract,  departed  from  Hie 
letter  and  apirit  of  Ihe  law  from  wliioti  he  deriied  tin 
lutliorityj  and  he  would,  on   no  accoiint,   give  a  vote 


wh!el 


Duld  g> 


0  Btrihe  out  the  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  clause  having  been  read:  "For  the 
erecllon  of  a  cuitom-house  in  New  York,  ^00,000,  in 
addilion  to  former  appro priationa" — 

After  some  conversation  on  the  mbjecl,  in  which 
Ueasra.  UNDERWOOD,  CALHOUN  of  Mswchuseris, 
MAHDIN,  CAHBRELII^NG,  STORER,  MERCER,  C. 
JOHNSON,  and  REYNOLDS,  took  part, 

Mr.  Hh^RCER  moved  to  strike  out  the  dausc;  which 
motion  WHS  rejected  by  a  vote  of  44  to  81. 

Mr.  MERCER  now  ruse,  he  said,  to  endeavor  loalrlke 
out  so  much  of  this  appropriation  as  woultl  indicate  a  pref- 
erence of  marble  to  brick  aithc  material  used  in  Ih-a 
alructure.  He  therefore  moved  to  reduce  (he  appro- 
priation to  1150,000.  There  was  one  reason,  at  least, 
which  ought  to  induce  the  gentleman  from  New  York  lo 
usent  to  the  mollom  a  great  error  was  committed  in  all 
our  public  edifices  in  building  too  fast.  If  more  lime 
had  been  taken  in  the  erection  of  Iliii  Capitol,  its  western 
front  would  not  now  be  tumbling  lo  ruins.  Mr.  M.  en- 
larged upon  this  view  of  the  subject.  One  hundred  and 
finy  thouaanddollarswaaaBlargeasumasCDuld  be  profit- 
ably expended  during  the  present  year. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  vole  of  53  to  74. 

The  following  clause  having  been  read:  "  For  com- 
plellng  Ibe  public  warehouse  at  Baltimore,  $17,000"— 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  strike 
out  this  clause,  and  supported  the  motion  at  some  length. 

AEHer  some  remarks  from  Mr.  McKIU,  in  eiplanallon 
of  the  circumstances  attending  this  work,  Ihe  motion  to 
alrike  out  wae  rejected. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with  by  acctlons, 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG  moved  <o  increase  the  appropri- 
ation fop  the  clerks  ard  measengcc  in  the  office  of  Indian 
Affairs  from  JJ,9S0  lo  f4,9J0.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  thai  the  commlltte  rise.      Loat. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  insert  a  clause  appro- 
priating f5,000  for  the  purchase  of  medals  and  swords 
for  Colonel  Croghan  and  others.      Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  moved  to  innerl  (he  following 


Mr.  HARDIN  wished  to  know  if,  under  Ihia  appro- 
Mr.  CAMilRELENG  replied  in  the  negative. 
The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  CAHB8ELENG  moved  (o  insert  a  clause  appro- 
priating {300,000,  in  addition  to  former  appraprlations, 
for  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  Boston. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  made  some  atatemenls  in  support 
of  the  amendmenti   which  were  corrobomted  by  Mr. 

After  some  ren-arks  from  Messrs.  MASON  of  Ohio, 
LAWRKNCE,  HAWES,  UNDERWOOD,  WISE, 
CAMBRELENG,  MERCER,  HAMER,  HARPER, 
PEYTON.  HANNEOAN,  GUSHING,  and  REED,  tile 
motion  wai  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAWES  (lien  proposed  an  amendment  <'  for  en- 
larging the  cuslain-hause  in  LnuievUle,  Kentucky, 
^5.000."  Mr.  H.  had  hut  a  few  words  to  say  in  rela- 
tion to  this  propoailian.  LauisvUte  was  now  a  port  of 
entry,  and  one  of  the  most  ImporUnt  commercial  cities 
on  the  Western  waters.  When  they  had  already  appro- 
priated, in  addilion  In  other  large  appropriations,  fur  the 
city  of  New  York,  (300,000,  not  to  complete,  but  fur 
or  totranU  the  completion  of  a  custom-house  there,  and 


J200,000  to  the  city  of  Boaton  for  (be  ian>e  purpose, 
(for  he  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  ea1le<1  upon  for  ad> 
ditional  appropristions  next  session,)  now  when  all  thia 
had  been  done  for  those  two  citiei!,  be  had  a  right  to 
expect  the  vote  of  gentlemen  fur  this  vmple  sum  of 
(35,000  for  the  city  of  Louilvllle.  Moreover,  he  would 
pledge  himself  that,  when  that  aum  was  grained,  no 
more  would  be  asked  for  a  long  course  of  years  to  come 
for  the  same  object.  He  would  now  test  the  imparllati- 
ly  of  gentlemen  who  bad  voted  such  large  approprla- 
tionsfor  the  Eastern  country,  and  aee  if  Ihcy  were  equal- 
ly willing  to  eilend  the  same  benefits  to  Ihe  West.  He 
did  not  ask  a  tenth  for  LoiiisvillE  that  had  been  appro- 
priated for  New  York;  and  that  was  a  city  of  as  much 
importance  lo  the  Western  country  as  was  New  York  ot 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GRAVES  and 
CAMBRELENG,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  he  had  been 
eight  hours  in  his  place  without  refreshment,  and  as 
there  were  many  amendments  yet  to  be  offered,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.      Lost— 65  to  88. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  amendment,  appropri- 
ating J500,0G0  for  the  improvtmcnt  of  the  navigable 
valers  in  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  boanl  of  internal  improvements  of 


that  S 


IS  lost. 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  an  amendment,  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Ijepartmeiits,  the  Postmaster  General,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  lay  bcCjre  Congress,  in  Ihe  first  week  of 
January  of  each  yiar,  a  atalement  showing  the  expendi- 
tures during  the  preceding  year,  of  the  sums  appropri- 
ated for  their  departments,  respectively,  under  the  head 
of  contingent  and  incidental  eipensts,  specifying  each 
item  of  expenditure,  and  designating  each  peraon  to 
wham  it  is  paid.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOKER  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  an  item 
of  $35,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hoapital  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  proposed  to  amend  the 

foregoing  by  appropriating  Ihe  snm  of dollars  for 

the  erection  of  amarine hospital  on  Ihe  Western  waters, 
the  site  to  be  selected  by,  and  money  (o  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr,  B.  remarked  thai  the  gentleman  from  Masiachu- 
telts  had  done  the  subject  so  much  jubtice,  and  had  ad- 
vanced such  liberal  views,  that  it  was  almoal  useless  for 
him  to  say  one  word  lo  the  committee.  But  it  was  • 
subject  of  vast  impuitance  to  the  people  in  lllinuiswhom 
hi  represented)  and  on  that  consideration  he  would  say 

the  Western  waters,   become  sick,  and  have 
.     .  :pose  and  care.      Not  one  public  lios- 
pilal  existed  in  all  the  region  nftlie  West. 

There  are  navigating  the  Weslern  waiers  more  than 
forty  thousand  peoplei  and,  from  the  necessiiy  of  their 
avocation,  they  pass  through  various  cilmatea  and  eoun- 
Irles)  so  they  are  iieceasarity  subject  to   sickness  and 

The  section  of  the  State  of  Illinois  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  pari  lo  represent  is  silualed  on  and  between 
the  largest  and  most  navigable  rivers  in  liie  West,  and 
on  that  conaideration  there  is  more  business  done  on 
them  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  Ihe  West,  and, 
consequently,  there  are  more  sick  and  disabled  sailora 
Ihrown  on  the  shorea  of  the  district  he  represented  than 

Tliia  is  ilie  reason  that  he  respectfully  brings  thia  sub- 
ject before  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  and 
'hopes  it  may  be  adopted  in  the  present  bill,  which  is  be- 
fore the  commiitee. 


avigsting  th 
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II  it  tnielheTC  ii  k  bill  TCported  to  th«  House  on  tbii 
■aine  «ibjec(|  but  it  ueitteiDcly  doubtful  if  that  bill,  or 
inuifotheriornicbchancter,  will  b«>cled  on  during  the 

In  ■  coDTeraitiaa  wilh  (be  honorable  chairmin  of  the 
committee  who  reported  the  bill  providing  public  bot- 
pitBlE  in  the  WeK,  he  (Mr.  B.)  wunllifiedwilh  tlie  bill, 
and  ii  yet,  if  we  could  reach  it  and  act  on  it.  The  bill 
aliowinlr  land  could  be  changed  into  an  appropriation 
for  mbney,  ifthat  ihould  be  deemed  the  moil  adviaable, 
wliieh  he  coniidered  it  would  be.  He  (Mr.  R.)  aaid  he 
bad,  and  olheri  had  alio,  endeavored  to  bring  up  cei^ 
tain  meaiurei  for  the  action  of  Ihia  llouie,  but  failed  in 
tbem  all.  The  ^nlleman  from  Indiana,  [Ur.  HAvaa- 
0A>,]  had  on  varioui  occaiioni  atlempted  to  bring  up 
the  bill  graduating  the  price  of  the  public  landa,  and 
failed  in  them  all.  He  (Ur.  R.)  had  attempled  to  bring 
before  the  Uouie,  on  a  day  cerUin.  the  bill  allowing 
•  pension  to  Choie  brave  men  that  deCended  the  country 
from  the  Indian  enemy,  from  Ibe  year  ir63  to  179^  but 

Thenibject  of  the  Weat  Point  Academy  cannot  be 
brought  up  for  the  action  of  the  Houae.  Seeing  all 
theae  altempl*  fail,  Mr.  R.  feared  that  thii  lubject  could 
not  be  brought  up  forlhe  action  oflbe  Houae,  and  it  waa 
on  Ihia  eonaideration  he  hoped  the  amendment  voutd  be 
adopted  in  the  bill  before  the  commiitce. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Ur.  SToaia]  ia  laboring 
under  a  miitake  in  the  courte  and  vieira  he  bai  taken  of 
Ihii  aubjecl.  His  amendment  proridea  for  the  loeation 
of  a  public  hoipital  at  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  which  wilt 
injure  the  measure.  It  is  impoaaible  for  Congress  to 
locale  the  hospitalsg  the  sites  must  he  lelected  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  aoroo  other  competent 
officer  of  the  Oorernmcnt. 

In  conclusion,  be  hoped  that  the  ametidment  would 
be  adopted  in  the  prcaent  bill,  as  the  aubjeet  might  not 
be  acted  on  in  any  other  bill  during  the  present  aesiion 
of  Congreti. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  RiinoKos  was  rejected,  as 
was  alio  the  proposition  of  Mr.  BToaia. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amendment 
appropriating  $50,000  fur  the  improvement  of  the  Cum- 
berland river,  from  the  oiouth  of  laurel  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee.     Rejected. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  an  appropriation  of  935,000  fur  the 
-'  -   —    ■   J  hospital  at   Evaosville,   Indiana. 


After  some  remark*  from  Ueurs.  ASHLEY  and 
CAVe  JOHNSON,  the  aroendment  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  KINNARD  moved  to  amend  by  inaeriing  a  clause 
appropriating  f  30,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  making 
copies  of  6cld  notes,  maps,  and  survey!  of  the  public 
lands,  sold  and  uniold,  in  each  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories in  wbich  the  publlo  lands  tre  rituaied,  for  the  use 
of  the  Legislature  ofnich  State  or  Territory. 

Mr.  KINNARD  remarked  that  he  would  detain  the 
oooimitlee  but  a  few  moments  in  eiplainiDg  the  object 
and  meaning  of  bis  amendment.  It  was  a  proposition 
whieb  tie  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit,  from  a  conviction, 
after  mature  reflection,  that  the  object  proposed  to  be 
■ecompliabed  deserves  the  serious  and  favorable  cansid- 
«ration  of  the  committee.  He  had  not  been  in  the  habit, 
and  he  never  would  be,  of  submitting  smendments 
merely  to  show  an  anxiety  for  the  interest*  of  bis  own 
constituents,  or  lo  consume  the  valuable  time  of  the  com- 
mittee to  no  useful  purpose.  His  object  was  to  furnish 
the  Legislature  of  each  State  and  Territory,  in  wbich 
the  public  lands  are  situated,  a  complete  auttaenticaled 
oopy  of  the  field  notei  and  mq>*  of  tbe  Undi  witbia 


their  limits.  It  is  a  matter  connected  intimately  wilh 
the  general  subjects  relating  to  Ihe  public  domain.  I 
conceive  that  the  item  of  expense  necessary  to  accom- 
plisli  this  object  belongs  to  Ibis  appropriation  bill,  as  there 
are  appropriations  contained  in  it  for  various  purposes 
connected  with  the  land  ofGcea  and  the  lands  themselves. 
Is  it  not  due  to  the  new  States,  where  the  GuvernmenI, 
the  greatest  of  all  land  speculators  that  ha*  ever  been  or 
ever  wilt  be,  has  sold,  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  milllona 
upon  millions  of  acres.'  Will  not  the  General  Govern- 
ment place  in  the  keeping  of  those  Sialesa  copyofibcM 
land  records,  to  them  and  their  rights,  perhaps,  in  the 
course  of  time,  Ihe  most  important  of  all  the  document* 
they  could  possess! 

These  documents  are  retained  by  the  General  Oovem- 
ment  exclusively.  They  show  the  subdivisions  which 
have  been  made  of  the  whole  domain.  They  show  the 
situation  and  magnitude  of  ihe  various  grants  made  to 
individusls  by  the  Spanish,  French,  and  British  Govern- 
ments, which,  by  treatiea,  the  United  States  have  under- 
taken to  confirm.  Tlicy  present  s  view  of  a  muliitudf 
of  Indian  reservations  which  have  been  transferred  to 
citizen*  ofthe  United  Slatea.  I  would  ask  the  commit- 
tee if  it  is  not  important  to  the  rights  of  the  new  Stales 
that  they  should  hare  the  maps  and  records  by  which 
they  might  correctly  comprehend  the  nature,  situation, 
and  magnitude,  of  these  grants,  reservations,  and  sub- 
divisions, into  which  the  public  landshave  been  cut  up, 
so  as  to  apply  correctly  the  taxing  power,  and  to  guard 
forever  the  titles  and  homes  of  their  citixens  against  the 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  these  records  arc 
liable  while  in  tbe  keeping  of  this  Government?  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  the  committee,  that  some  years  ago  a 
portion  of  tbe  map*  and  Reld  notes  were  deatrojed  by 
the  burniog  of  one  or  more  of  the  offices  of  surveyor 
general.  What  was  the  consequence^  The  survey* 
had  to  t>e  made  anew.  Suppose  another  Treasury  burn, 
ing — the  destructiun  of  other  offices  of  surveyors  gen- 
eral, and  the  consequent  loss  of  these  records,  showing 
the  subdivisions  of  the  domain  of  whole  Stales,  densely 
settled,  embracing  towns  and  cities — wbsl  would  have 
to  be  done  to  secure  and  perpetuate  millions  of  titles  to 
real  estste,  which  may  have  often  changed  owners'  The 
mischief  which  would  ensue  would,  be  beyond  ea]cula> 
tlon.  Would  the  resurvey  of  the  country  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  remedy  the  evil!  Would  it,  if  allowed 
by  the  State*,  which  is  questionable,  arrest  the  litigation 
that  would  grow  out  of  the  destruction  of  tbe  original 
records,  and  the  obliteration  of  the  old  landmarks'  I 
apprehend  not.  If  the  Slates  would  permit  it,  and  if 
Congress  were  disposed  to  make  s  resurvey,  it  would 
be  impoiMble  to  run  Ihe  lines  in  all  cases  as  they  were 
run  at  firat,  and  to  give  any  thing  like  satisfaction  in  the 
attempt  to  readjust  the  surveys.  There  are  other  eon* 
siderations,  wbich  at  thia  lime  he  would  not  press  on  the 
attention  of  the  committee.  Ttie  item  of  espendilura 
for  this  important  purpose  is  very  small,  and  I  think  it 
due4o  the  States  where  the  Government  is  coltecling 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  sale  of  thelands^ 
to  pass  it  promptly. 

The  amendment  wag  rejected. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollar*  be  appropriated  to  extend  the  improvc- 
meot  heretofore  commenced  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  at  (he  Uuscle  Shoal*,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  up  tbe  Tennessee  and  UoUton  rivers,  to  King>- 
port,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  CARTER  said  (bat  <t  wa*  hts  duty  to  say  to  the 
commiKee  that  he  offered  this  amendment  for  ttie  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  for  the  country  he  reprcaented  In  pan, 
some  of  the  benefits  of  the  appropriations  and  expendi' 
lures  of  the  Government  He  was  assured  that  the  im- 
provciBeat  of  Umm  Tircta  cotUd  not  be  objected  to  upoe 
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ooDMiluiionaT  tcrupTe*  bj  thoie  intapportarihe  preient 
■dminiilratian.  Upon  cKaminktian,  it  will  be  (bund  thM 
the  improTcment  propned  by  the  ■mendment  ii  nttionttl 
in  ill  charscler  in  irvenil  paints  of  view.  It  il  nklionil, 
bcciuie  it  openi  >  free,  safe,  ind  direct  communication 
belirecn  the  interior  of  the  fertile  and  viluible  country 
of  East  Tennessee,  noneratng  an  inexhaustible  ireaaure 
of  natural  wealth  and  nationil  reiDurcri,  of  indispenaable 
materials  for  national  defence,  al  well  as  an  abundance 
of  proriiion  itufTsi  and,  air,  it  communicates  with  a  hardjr, 
Induslrioa*,  and  patriotic  people,  who,  upon  all  ex^gen- 
ci«*  and  calls  of  their  Govemnient,  are  always  ready  to 
notiF  out  Ihcir  blood  and  expend  their  treasure  in  de- 
fence of  the  honor  and  free  instiluliona  of  their  eountiyi 
all  these  indiipensablet  in  time  of  difRcully  and  war  can 
be  traniported  with  facility  lo  the  most  vulnerable  part 
of  our  whole  fronlier,  in  defence  of  the  country.  And, 
■ir,  in  lime  of  peace,  the  proper  lime  to  prepare  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  this  section  of  country  of  East 
Tennessee  can,  by  \\\e  reception  of  some  encouragement, 
supply  the  Government  with  ordnsnce  and  munitions  of 
war,  of  every  character  and  deiet^plion,  upon  much  tntler 
terms  and  of  superior  quality  to  any  she  has  been  here- 
tofore in  the  uie  of,  all  which  can  be  transported  by 
meant  of  this  improvement  (o  any  part  of  the  United 
SlaCei  that  the  Government  m'ght  require.  Affsin,  air, 
'  the  whole  country  is  interested  in  this  improvement,  for 
the  single  reason  that  Eait  Tennessee  is  capable  of  sup- 
plying the  world  vilh  the  indispensable  articles  of  iron, 
iiailis  Sec,  anil  of  a  better  quality  than  afforded  any  where 
else.  East  Tennessee  seems,  sir,  to  be  designed  by  na- 
ture for  a  manufacturing  country,  aa  well  as  fur  sgricul' 
(ure,  and  only  needs  a  market  to  secure  the  independence 
■nd  happiness  of  the  people.  In  order  toaid  in  the  pro- 
curement of  this  independence,  I  hope  Ihia  committee 
will  adopt  the  amendment.     Rejected. 

Hr.  DENNY  moved  an  ap [irop nation  of  f30, 000  for 
the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
nnii.     Last. 

Hr.  EVERETT  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  a  clause 
appropriating  ten  millions  of  dollara  to  be  distributed 
■mongat  the  several  States  according  to  their  federml 
population,  as  ascertained  by  the  Isat  cenius;  which  mo- 
tion was  rejected;  Yeas  38,  nays  not  counted. 

Hr.  RIPLEY  moved  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  for 
the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  the  Western  waters.' 
Rejected. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  sn  amendment  appropriating 
135,000  foe  the  endowment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Louis- 
ville,  Kentucky,  to  be  erected  under  the  direction  of 
tbe  BecrFtsry  of  the  Treaaury.      Lost. 

Hr.  LEA  moved  an  appropriation  of  ^,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  district  court  house  of  the  United  States 
at  Knoiville,  Tennessee.     Rejected. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  {50,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  marine  Jiospital  at  the  foot  of  the  Grand  Rapids  of  the 
Wa  basil.     Lost. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  an  appropristlon  of  115,000,  lo 
be  cipended  under  the  direciion  of  the  Commiiaioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  lor  improving,  and  extending, 
and  graduating  the  public  gruunda  around  the  Capitol 
on  the  western  aide  of  the  same,  as  hr  as  First  street. 
Bejecled- 

Hr.  McKEKNAN  moved,  st  the  instance  of  Hr.  Moi. 
flta,  inlio  vas  absent  from  his  seat,  an  sppropria'inn  of 
fSJ.UDO  fur  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  al  Whecl- 

)Dg.     Lost. 

Mr.  GL\SCOCK  moved  the  sum  of  |SO,000  for  the 
erection  of  s  marine  hospital  in  the  city  of  Savannah, 
Georgia,  li>  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
Secreurr  nf  the  I'rcaiury.      Rejected. 

Mr.  HEHCER  moved  an  amendmrnt  approprltiing 
the  iKbiA*  amount  of  the  procetda  of  (be  nlea  of  tbe 


public  land!  for  tfae  last  two  years  to  be  distributed 
amongst  tbe  leveral  State*  according  to  their  federal 
ou  nth  era. 

ARer  aome  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE  and  MER- 
CER, the  latter  modified  tlie  amendment  by  substituting 
four  years  inBlea<l  of  two  yearsi  and  it  was  thrn  rejected. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  nwe  and  indicated  hia  intention  oT 
submitting  a  pniposition  for  the  eraciion  of  a  marina 
hospital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  {ISiOOO,  and  addressed 
the  cbmmittee  as  follows: 

Ur.  H.  said  that,  in  offering  the  amendment  which  ha 
wai  about  to  do.  If  he  waa  to  consult  hia  own  Judgmenr, 
be  would  most  assuredly  defer  it  until  the  bill,  which,  it 
was  said,  would  be  reported  by  the  Gommtitee  on  Com- 
meree  in  favor  of  a  general  and  uniform  system  of  ma- 
rine hospitals,  came  up  for  consideration.  Be  considered 
the  Bubjeet  one  worth;  of  (he  consideration  of  CKngreas: 
the  wants  and  neceaiitiea  of  such  an  establishment  were 
much  more  in  demand  on  the  Western  water*  thsn 
elsewhere.  The  diseases  of  the  climate,  the  universal 
resort  of  cltitens  of  alt  parts  of  the  United  Stales,  (ha 
might  say  of  tbe  civiliaed  world,)  combine  lo  present 
this  as  a  subject  of  deep  solicitude  to  the  people  of  Ihtt 
far  Weat.  In  returning  from  New  Orleans,  about  tbe 
commencement  of  the  sickly  sesaon,  Memphis,  perhap* 
with  a  single  exception,  ia  the  first  point  of  highland. 
Those  who  contract  the  disease*  of  the  climate  incident 
to  the  lower  tttitudes,  ii  welt  as  those  who  have  suffered 
the  attacks  of  the  cholera  and  amillpox,  [which  i>  not 
unfreqiient,)  have  to  land  at  this  point.  Hany^  hava 
there  died,  and  have  gone  to  their  long  home*  without 
receiving  the  assistance  that  the  laws  of  humanity  in 
every  civilized  country  upon  the  globe  should  gnsranly 
to  the  stranger,  when  cast  abroad,  sick  and  afBicled,  In 
a  foreign  latid.  The  citizens  of  Memphis  are  entitled  lo 
the  cverlssling  gratitude  of  the  Slates  of  the  valley  of 
ibe  Hissiuippi,  for  the  exertions  they  have  always  made 
for  the  eaae,  (he  comfort,  and  the  cure  of  the  nek  and 
afflicted  from  other  countries  cast  upon  their  hoipiialily. 
They  have  even  exerted  themielves  beyond  their  mesnl 
for  this  humane  purpose.  With  a  population  of  fifteen 
hundred,  or  two  thousand,  perhaps,  Ihef  have  paid  for 
Ihia  purpote,  sometimes,  that  number  of  dollars  yesriy, 
for  medical  aasistsnce  and  nursing,  and  those  nourish- 
ments which  are  indiipensable  for  such  s  purpose,  to 
those  disabled  and  diiessed  alrangers.  The  State  of 
Tennessee  has  made  aome  spprupriations  to  build  anhoi- 
pital  at  tbia  point.  Al  the  last  seiiion  of  Congress  a 
sum,  perhaps  five  thousand  dollara,  was  appropriated 
by  the  House  of  Re  pre  sen  Is  live*  lo  aid  llie  Sute  of 
Tennessee  in  the,  establishment  of  Ihis  institution  at 
Hemphisi  but,  owing  to  the  want  of  lime,  or  some  oiber 
csuse,  the  Senate  did  not  act  upon  il.  Tennessee  Is 
leas  concerned  In  thia  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  so 
far  as  respects  her  own  citizens.  If  Oieir  sick  can  get 
Ihal  nigh  home,  (to  Hempliia,}  then  reaident  frienda  or 
relativeican  immediately  fly  to  their  asiislance.  But 
the  citizens  of  other  Slates  cannot  enjoy  Ihis  benefit. 
Tbey  are  Far  from  their  homes,  their  friend*,  and  their 
ftresidesi  and  although  their  bodie*  may  be  racked  with 
pain,  their  systemt  charged  with  disesae,  yet  there  ia  do 
friend,  no  relation,  to  administer  consolation,  to  *often 
*ffiiclioD,  or  smooth  ibe  pillow  of  death.  They  die  in  a 
distant  land,  uncomlbrted,  neglected,  and,  too  fre- 
quently, unattended  to.  Thia  will  always  be  so  upon 
auch  a  highway  as  the  great  river  Miaaiiaippi,  where 
five  hundred  thouaand  peraona  annually  iravtli  w]ier« 
the  smallpox,  the  cholera, and  the  diaeaaeaofa  Southern 
climate,  prevail.  [  therefore  offer  this  amendment,  Ur. 
Chairman,  on  behalf  of  my  colleague,  [Colonel  Dvai^ap,] 
who  ia  the  immediate  rrpresenlative  of  the  dislriot  oon- 
prehending  the  town  of  Memphis,  and  who  is  now  ab- 
sent from   bi*  teat  by  indispoaition,     I  know   b«  baa 
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tbiiMibJeot  much  at  bp«rt|  ind,  by  offerings  the  amend- 
PWnt  here,  when  the  bill  ii  rcportrd  to  the  Hmiw,  he 
can  then  tmkaiuch  acoune  ai  hii  Judgment  ihil]  diatale 
lo  him  on  that  oceaiinn.  For  myaelf,  when  Ihe  jreneril 
bill  lo  e*tabliih  tnanne  hoipitali  ihalj  come  up,  (which 
I  think  Iha  matt  niitable  oceuion,)  I  ihall  then  advocate 
«  proviaion  Tor  an  boipilal  at  Uempbii  on  ft  reipecUble 
■cale. 

The  amrndmenl  wm  then  rejected. 

Mr.  RARTET  moved  an  item  o(  #350  for  printing  the 
report  ot  the  tefect  cnmmittee  of  the  lut  Conjtrew  on 
the  iiibject  of  the  Weal  Pnint  Academy.     Rejected. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  tumof 
(30,000  for  Ihe  erection  of  a  marine  hnpllal  at  Maya- 
Tille,  Keniiieky.     Krjected. 

Mr.  LOT  ALL  moved  an  item  of  #500  for  tbc  execu- 
tion of  a  marble  buit  of  the  lata  Chief  Jiuiice  Manhall) 
which  wa«  agreed  to. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  CAUBRELENO,  the  eommilfee 
tben  roae,  and  reported  ihe  bill  and  amendsents  to  the 
HoiMe,  and  the;  were  ordered  to  be  primed, 

And  then  tbe  Houie  adjourned. 

S&TcaoiT,  Aaait  16. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Houie,  pursuant  to  Ihe  apecial  order  adopted  on 

Thunday  laat,  took  up  the  bill  miking  appropriationa 

for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenaet  ol  Qovemmcnt  for 

Ibe  year  1836. 

The  bill  waa  reported  at  a  late  hour  lait  night,  froiD 
Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  (late  of  the  Union, 
with  aundry  amendment!,  and  the  question  w««  on  con- 
curring with  the  commiilee  in  their  report. 

Varioua  amendraenli  mndein  the  body  of  the  hill  were 
tben  read  and  concurred  io,  without  a  diviaion. 

Ur.  WHITE,  of  Floridi,  moved  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment  propped  by  himself,  and  adopted  by  the 
eommiitee,  in  reUtion  Id  the  allowance  lo  the  dialriet 
Bitarney  of  Flariili,  under  Ihe  acta  for  the  icttlement 
of  private  land  cUimi  in  PIondB)  which  waa  agreed  io. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  atriclcen  out  Ihe 
following  item.-  "For  office  rent  and  fuel  for  all  the 
(orveyon'  office^  #1,000." 

Mr.  COHWIN  moved  lo  non-concur  in  that  amend- 
ment, to  *a  to  restore  the  clause  to  the  bill.  Hi 
made  a  few  remarki  in  Hipport  of  iha  proviiion  in  c,  . 
lion,  and  referred  to  the  recommendation  for  it  by  tbe 
Commiarioner  -if  the  Land  Offloe. 

Mr.  BARDIN  oppoard  the  allowance,  and  aiked  for 
Ute  yeai  ^nd  naytoo  Ihe  qucitian  ofooncurrencei  which 
were  ordered. 

The  orif(inal  ctaoie  was  further  advocated  by  Meaara. 
JOHNSON  of  Louiaiana,  RIPLBT,  and  ASHLBYt  and 
opposed  by  Urars.  VANUERPOEL,  LINCOLN, 
BOON,  and  BOND. 

The  quetlion  wai  then  taken,  and,  the  amendment  of 
Ihe  committee  being  conourred  in,  the  cttose  waa  ae- 
eordingly  stricken  out:  Yeai  139,  nays  23, 

Sundry  amendments  of  merely  vgrbsi  or  clerical 
ehsracter  were  moved  by  Ur.  CAHBRELENQ,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Mouse. 

The  cnmmiltee  proposed  lo  strike  out  the  fV)11owin( 
clause:  "  For  the  Documentary  History  of  the  AmerictT 
Revolution,  per  act  of  3d  March,  1833,  #30,000." 

Mr.  EVERETT  eiocpted  to  the  amendment,  on  Ihi 
ground  of  its  rejecting  a  proviaion  to  carry  into  effect  i 
valid  and  binding  coniraot,  and  saked  fur  tba  yeas  and 
DByst  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  produced  the  ootitract  made  by  Ur. 
Ceoretary  Livingiton  with  Clarke  and  Force,  and  a  leiter 
addrened  by  tliem  to  Mr.  Secretary  Forsyihi  whicb 
were  read  by  the  Clerk. 


The  debate  wm  contlnueA  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  favor  of  the  clause,  and  by  Ur.  CAVE  JOHN- 
BON  seainst  it. 

Mr.  CARTER  then  submitted  an  amendmrnt  to  the 
cisuw,  directing  Ihe  Secretiry  of  Slate  to  notify  Clarke 
and  Force  to  discontinue  the  said  work,  and  lo  sscertsiu 
Ihe  probable  amount  of  damages  tliat  would  be  Incumd 
by  rrsoinding  the  contract,  and  to  report  lh«  same  to 
C<in(;re»  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  iujtgested  to  the  gentleman  to  wiih> 
draw  his  amendment,  attd  to  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  lo  strike  out> 

Mr.  ADAue  apoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the  ap^ro- 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Maine,  laid  all  the  gentlemen  oppo. 
led  10  the  amendment  oHered  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  appear  extremely  devrous  of  hold- 
ing the  Houae  to  Ihe  strict  letter  of  the  contract  alleged 
to  have  been  mide  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Livingaton.)  with  Henra.  Clarke  and  Force.  They  main- 
tain Uiat  Ihe  honor  of  the  nation  is  involved  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  construction  now  put  upon  that  contract.  I 
•m  in  favor  (said  Mr.  S.)  oHooklng  intu  the  leiter  of  it, 
but  desire  that  the  aplrll  alao  of  the  inatrumenl,  by  wliidi 
the  honor  of  the  nation  is  said  to  be  thus  deeply  pledged, 
may  also  be  examined.  I  think,  sir,  that  it  will  be  found, 
upon  critical  eiaminatian,  thst  there  is  evidence  enougb 
in  the  documents  connected  with  this  contract,  that  no 
injustice  will  be  done  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force  by 
striking  out  Ihe  appropriation  of  #30,000  now  under  ooti- 
■deration,  and  that  the  honor  of  tbe  nation  will  be  in  no 
degree  violated  by  follswing  out  hereafter  the  course  in- 
dicated by  the  resolution  of  Ihe  House  adopted  thia 
morning,  referring  the  whole  subject  ofthese  books  to 
Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  final  Investiga- 

The  honorable  jfentleman  from  Tennessee  has  re- 
marked that  this  contract,  if  not  a  fraud  in  its  inception 
upon  the  Congren  of  1833,  is,  in  the  ibipe  which  it  is 
now  made  to  assume,  a  great  imposition  upun  Ibis  House, 
and  thai  Ihe  House  ia  not  bound  to  sustain  it.  I  am,  air, 
also  of  this  opinion,  and  I  think  there  is  evidence  to  sab- 
slantiste  Ibis  opinion  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  impartiil 
jury  of  twelve  men  that  might  be  empannelled  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  Let  me  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  some  features  of  the  contract,  to  show  that  it 
waa  not  contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or  by 
theCongretsof  1833,  lobe  of  tbe  character  and  magnitude 
now  represented  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Has- 

*The  following  is  the  resolution  alluded  to: 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JosasoB,  of  Tennessee, 
Baolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
dated  Ihe  33d  of  December,  1S34,  numbered  thirty-sis 
among  Ihe  documents  of  the  Hrst  session  of  the  twenty- 
third  Congress,  and  Ihe  papers  accompanying  the  same, 
be  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Mean^  with 
tbe  following  innruetioni: 

lat.  To  inquire  into  tbe  propriety  of  repealing  the  act 
of  the  3d  March,  1833,  and  rescinding  Ihe  contract 
made  by  virtue  thereof,  by  Edwsrd  Livingaton  on  Ihe 
psrt  of  the  United  Stater,  and  Clarke  and  Force,  for  the 
publication  of  the  "  Documentary  History  of  the  Hevo. 
iution,"  and  lo  pay  Ihe  expenditures  incurred  by  said 
publishers  in  consequence  of  said  contract. 

3d.  If  that  ia  nut  proper  to  be  done,  then  lo  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  belter  rcgnliting  said  contract)  di- 
recting the  number  and  size  of  the  volumes^  snd  the 
sum  10  be  paid  for  the  same,  and  the  time  for  the  com- 
pletion of  said  publication,  and  the  best  snd  proper 
mean*  of  tupertn lending  said  publication,  snd  directing 
the  doctiaMnta  to  b«  inacrted  m  Mid  publication. 


v>^TOOglC 


3291 


GALES  &.  SKATON'S  REGISTER 


Qtneral  Jppreprialian  Sill. 


[A»UL  16,  lese. 


MclHi*etti,  [Mr.  Adaki,]  tnd  by  otbef  geatlenwn  wbo 
preceded  bim  on  the  ume  ude. 

By  iiirnlng  to  Ihe  eoniract  of  CUrke  and  Farce  with 
Mr.  Livlngttan,  then  Secretirr  of  SUte,  I  find  the  ToK 
Jowin^  Unguige  mide  use  of,  deicriptire  of  the  work 
then  conlempUted:  "TbeulJ  Edivird  Li*mj;alon,  Etc., 
doth  herrby  aiitliarize  ind  direct  the  wid  Clarke  tnd 
Force,  jointly  and  Mverally,  to  prepare  and  pubUih  tif- 
leen  hundred  copies  of  Hid  '  Documentary  H«tory  of  the 
American  Revolution,'  according  lo  the  plan  laid  down 
in  their  memorial  and  accompanying  document*  prc- 
•ented  to  Cangreu,  and  upon  which   aaid  act  baa  been 

Now,  (urn  to  Ihe  memorial  here  alluded  to,  for  "  the 
plan"  of  the  work.  That  memorial,  ihe  original  prop- 
tuition  of  Clarke  and  Force,  reada  Ihua,  in  part: 

*'The  memorial  of  the  lobacribera  reapectfnlly  repre- 
tenta,  that  ai  early  aa  the  lllh  day  of  July,  1778,  the  me- 
morial of  Ebenezer  Hazard  wag  preaented  to  Congreai, 
calling  their  attention  to  the  importance  of '  a  Collection 
of  American  Slate  Papera.'  On  the  SOth  of  the  aame 
month,  certain  reaululiona  were  passed,  approving  ofthe 
objecl,  and  granting  such  patronage  and  faciUtiea  as  he 
deaireii.      (See  copies  herewith,  A. "J 

*'  Shortly  after  Mi-.  Hazard  waa  appointed  Postmaster 
General,  two  volumes  were  published  by  him(  but  the 
object  of  Congreas  waa  not  attained,  inasmuch  aa  not  a 
■ingle  document  relating  ■  to  (he  rise  and  progreai  of  the 
present  wsr  with  Grrat  Britain,'  referred  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, was  puhlialied  by  him.  He  gave  up  the  work  in 
consequence  of  hia  other  engigementa^  and  no  one  has 
lince  ventured  to  complete  it. 

"  Your  memorial iala  present  themselres  to  Congreaa, 
willing  and  partially  prepared  to  undertake  thia  intereat- 
ing  and  laboriuua  coilectiDo,*'  &c. 

Such  is  the  language  that  ia  deKriptive  ofthe  work  to 
which  the  Congress  of  1833  was  induced  to  extend  its 


and  tipon  which  it  was  baaed.  It  was,  aubalan- 
tially,loaid  in  (he  particular  work  which  Hazard  had  pro- 
jected and  commenced,  and  in  none  other.  What  evi- 
dence have  we  further  of  the  character  of  Hazard's  plan, 
and  ofthe  magnitude  ofilF  Why,  air,  we  have  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  but  be  of  Ihe  most  satisfac- 
tory characteri  evidence  by  which  we  can  accurately  judge 
of  (be  view  entertained  by  the  Congreaa  of  IB33  upon 
thia  Bubject.  We  have  the  reaolutiona  of  the  Congress 
of  1778,  reapecling  Hazard's  proposed  wurki  sad  theac 
reaululiona  are  referred  to  by  Clarke  and  Force  in  their 
contract  with  Mr.  Livingston,  and  constitute  a  part  of 
their  memorial  to  the  Congreaa  of  1833,  for  the  purpoae 
of  describing"  [heplan"of  (heir  work.'  One  of  iheseres- 
olutiona  of  1778  reads  thua,  after  setting  forth  "  that  Mr. 
Hazard  must  necessarily  be  put  to  expense  of  various 
kinds  in  procuring  the  extensive  collection  of  materials 
he  propoaea  to  make;" 

"  Rooked,  That  to  enable  Mr.  Haiard  lo  suaUin  aucb 
expense,  one  thousand  dollara  be  advanced  to  bim  upon 
account,  returna  being  made  lo  Congreas  of  bis  expenses 

Such,  sir,  is  the  indication  furnished  in  the  papen  of 
Hesars.  Clarke  and  Force,  the  memorialists,  of  (he  views 
en(erUined  by  the  Congreaa  of  1778  reUive  to  Mr. 
Hazard's  work,  which  theae  memorialista  deacribed  to 
the  Congreas  of  1833  aa  the  plan  of  (heir  work<  they 
having  trsnaferred  the  title  of  Hazard'a  work,  •'  S  Col- 
Itction  of  American  Slate  Papen,"  into  the  title  of  "J 
Voeuiatnlary  Hitlory  of  the  Jtmeriaai  Revolution."  Will 
it  be  pretended,  air,  herearter,  upon  thia  floor,  that  the 
Congreas  of  1778  contemplated,  in  Mr.  Hazarid'a  work, 
an  enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thing  with  the  work 
now  attetnpied  to  be  imposed  upon  Congreaa  under 


Clarke  and  Force's  contract?    It  baa  been  demonstrated 

that  thia  latter  work  is  to  coat  from  four  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  (o  half*  million  oF dollars,  as  tbelcaat  e»- 
timate.  And  will  the  gentleman  from  Maasachussetta, 
[Ur.  Asuis,]  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  ao  severely 
upon  the  Congreaa  of  1778  as  to  charge  them  with  having 
in  view  a  work  of  this  magnitude,  or  any  thing  like  it, 
when  they  contributed  the  trifling,  piliful  sum,  in  com- 
parison, of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  Hazard  in  hb 
work/  9ir,  we  are  told  by  theae  memorialiata  Ihemielves, 
Mesars.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to  Hazard'*  work,  what- 
ever it  was— and  it  is  alluded  to  by  them  as  giving  Ihe 
outline  of  their  own  plan* — that  the  Congress  of  1778 
granted  to  Hazard  "such  pstronage  and  facilities  aa 
he  desired."  This  is  tlielr  own  language,  and  their 
own  ahowlngt  for  I  do  not  go  out  of  the  caw  they  have 
given  in  their  original  documents,  presented  to  (he  Cun- 
grcss  of  1833,  for  my  prnofa  that  the  eoniracl  which 
Ibey  now  claim  to  have  made  ia  not  the  contract,  and 
their  preaent  Work  is  not  the  work,  had  in  view  either 
by  themselves  or  the  Congreas  of  1833.  Let  me  auk 
gentlemen  if  (hey  believe  that  Hazard,  had  be  in  con- 
templation an  enterprise  involving  an  expenae  of  nearly 
half  million  of  dollara,  at  the  Towetl  estimate,  would  have 
desired  "  patronage  and  faeilitiea"  of  Congreaa  to  (he 
amount  of  only  one  thousand  dollars,  tnaamucb  as  (hey 
were  willing  to  grant  all  that  be  desired?  Sir,  1  main- 
tain that  here  ia  proof  enough  to  insure  the  verdict  of 
any  jury  in  the  country,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor  the 
Congreas  of  1778.  nor  the  Congress  of  1833,  for  an  in- 
stant conceived  of  auch  a  stupendous  enterprise  as  i« 
now  set  up  under  the  contract  of  Hr.  Livingston,  which 
has  been  read,  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  memoriallaU 
themselves  contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.  I  believe,  sir.  that  here  is  evidence  in  abundance, 
in  their  reference  lo  Hazard's  plan  aa  a  description  sub- 
stantially of  their  own  plan,  and  in  the  character  of  (he 
resolution  of  1778  respec(irg  Hazard's  pUn,  to  sustun 
(be  positions  taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  that  Congreas  has  been  outrageously  imposed 
upon  under  this  Clarke  and  Force  contract,  and  that 
Congress  ia  nut  bound  now,  in  neilherhunor  nor  equity,  to 
fulflflbe  construction  now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it. 
Sir,  we  ought  (o  slop,  before  contributing  an  additional 
sum  of  320. 000  lo  the  sum  of  $20,000  already  appropri- 
ated, until  a  thorough  investigation  of  (be  subject  haa 
been  made  by  theCommitteeof  Waysand  Means,  under 
the  resolution  oF  the  same  honorable  gentleman,  adopted 
on  (his  morning  by  the  House. 

We  ire  told,  further,  hy  these  memorialiils,  that  Hr. 
Hazard  puraued  his  plan  through  two  volume*,  and  then 
abandoned  it.  Why  did  he  abandon  it.'  Becauae  the 
magnitude  ofthe  enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  meani^ 
and  because  Congreu  refused  to  aid  him  sufficiently  in 
comparison  to  his  enterprise?  Ko  such  thing.  Congrei* 
contributed  one  thousand  dollars  towards  it.  It  does  not 
appear  that  more  was  needed.  But  he  abandoned  ii(  we 
are  told  "  iie  gave  up  the  work  in  conKqucnce  of  hia 

*  Hessr*.  Clarke  and  Force  further  aay  in  their  pa- 
pers, in  reference  lo  Hazard's  plan:  "It  will  be  seen 
(hat  much  of  the  time  intended  to  be  covered  by  our 
work  waa  embraced  in  Mr.  Hazard's  plan,  extended,  as 
it  was,  by  that  pari  of  the  resolution  of  the  Continental 
Conitresa  which  authorized  lbs  collection  of  such  paper* 
aa  related  to  the  ■  Kae  and  progress  nf  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain.'  If,  then,  in  1778,  a  most  gloomy 
period,  &c.(  if,  under  all  theae  adverse  circumstances,  the 
Continental  Congress  ordered  that  to  be  done  «  hich  we 
now  proffer  to  do,  and  more,  was  it  presumptuous  in  ua 
to  ask  for,  or  imprudent  or  premature  in  Congress  lo 
paaa,  the  act  under  which  our  contract  has  been  made?" 
—l^e  by  Mr,  Smilh. 
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other  engfigcmenl*,  knd  no  one  hai  lince  ventured  to 
complete  It."  Sucb  ii  the  hiaioi^  of  the  work  he  ptin- 
ned,  and  luch  ii  the  plan  of  the  work  presenled  to  the 
Con^rreiii  of  1833,  to  induce  Ihem  to  pan  the  act  under 
which  the  praBcnt  enormous  ctaioi  of  Clwke  »nd  Force  ii 
■et  up. 

Sir,  there  i«  another  contidetallon  in  aid  of  the  potition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  On  recurring  to  the 
act  of  1833,  directinf  the  contract  to  be  made,  it  will  be 
leen  that  there  is  no  timilation  imposed  as  to  either  (he 
number  of  copies  to  be  contracted  for,  or  the  number 
or  Tolumei  to  which  etch  copy  shall  be  confined,  or 
the  nomber  of  pages  or  magnitude  of  each  volume. 
What  ia  the  inference  from  these  lingular  omiuions,  for 
miul  un|;uIaT  ther  must  be,  if  the  act  authorized  Ihe  con- 
tract now  contended  for  by  those  gentlemen  who  favor 
the  proposed  appropriation  >  Is  (he  Congress  of  1633  to 
be  charged  with  recklessness  or  want  of  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  vigilance  over  (he  public  Treasury  in  this  ma(- 
(er^  Willllie  gentleman  from  MaBaehuiFtts  so  charge 
IbemF  But  it  it  abort  of  making  such  a  charge  to  ny 
that  they  had  in  view  in  enlerprise  that  would  invo've 
an  expenditure  by  the  nation  for  booka,  lobadirirtbutrd 
principally  among  the  members  of  Congress,  to  the 
ftmount  of  nearly  half,  and  perhaps  to  a  full  million  of 
dollan,  and  yet  omitted  entirely  (o  impose  Ihe  itightrat 
reatricttona  upon  the  confraeting  party/  Bin,  these  omis- 
sions of  the  act  oflSSS  clearly  deiaonatrale,  to  my  mind, 
that  CoTWreaadid  not  have  in  view  any  such  enterprise. 
They  did  not  dream  of  such  an  enormous  expenditure  of 
public  money  for  booka  as  this  Congress  is  called  upon 
to  ianetion.  They  authoriied  no  such  contract  as  Mr, 
Livingston  Is  said  la  have  made — no  such  contract  as  the 
eonlraet  be  actually  attempted  is  now  represented  by 


Sir,  (here  la  another  view  of  this  subject  which  occurs 
to  me,  lo  disprove  entirely  the  position  that  the  honor  of 
Ihe  nation,  or  that  thii  Congress,  is  in  equity  hound  to 
fulfil  the  enormous  expenditure  of  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lar* for  books  now  prested  upon  us,  I  appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from  Msssachasetls  to  say,  (and  he  perhaps 
haiaaderp  an  intereBlaasnyone,  all  things  considered,  in 
having  as  perfi>ct  a  work  as  possible,)  if  we  muit  have 
anj  work  of  the  high  character  he  has  described  as  desi- 
rable;! will  appeal,  also,  (o  every  gentleman  having  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  whether  they  believe  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Slates,  if  at  any  lime  it  should  intend  to  at- 
tempt an  hislorlcal  compilation  so  extensive  and  magnifi- 
cent as  that  now  represented  to  beembriced  by  this  con- 
tract, would  have  passed  by  the  long  catalogue  of  great 
and  splendid  names  engraven  upon  your  nation's  annali^ 
and  upon  the  pages  of  your  national  Tileralure,  and  fallen 
upon  Mesara.  Clarke  and  Force  as  (he  suitable  persona  to 
engage  In  the  great  underlaking.  Is  it  reasonable'  is  it 
credible^  I  intend  to  say  nothing  diareapeclful  of  (hose 
gentlemen  as  meni  I  speak  of  (heir  qualiflcationi  in  ref- 
erence to  such  a  work  as  the  geiitteman  from  Massachu- 
aetls  lias  described.  Are  they  qualified  for  i(^  Sir,  (list 
genlleman  will  not  ny  it.  And  Ibis  consideration,  of 
itself,  dcmonitrates  that  it  cDuid  not  be  that  the  Con- 
great  of  1833  had  in  view  any  such  work  or  any  such 
contract  aa  the  one  now  attempted  lo  be  imposed  upon  us. 

Sir,  there  istnolher  consideration  which  characteriaes 
Ihia  eonlraet,  and  has  not  yet  been  alluded  toi  a  cnnsid- 
eraiion  Which  may  well  opervte  as  a  release  of  Con- 
gress R-om  proceeding  further  into  Ihe  eonlraet,  Mr. 
Livingston  was  imposed  upon,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
in  Ihe  price  to  which  he  was  induced  to  asaeilt  lo,  for 
the  proposed  work.  By  Ihe  terms  of  the  act  of  1833, 
the  rate  of  eipente  was  not  to  exceed  the  actual  eoti 
per  TOlumeof  ihe  Diplomatic  Correspondence  which  h«d 
been  or  waa  being  printed.  The  contract  reads:  "  And 
wfaocM  it  hs*  been  iscertained,  by  the  report  of  the 


agent  in  Ihe  Department  of  State,  that  Ihe  edition  of  the 
Diplomatic  Correspondence  now  printing  will  cosi  two 
dollars  and  twenty  cents  per  volume,  without  any  index 
tberetoi"  also  that  the  average  cost  with  an  index  would 
he  #3  31}  per  volume,  "which  would  amount  to  the 
coat  of  four  mills  and  one  fourth  of  a  mill  per  page  of 
said  edition."  It  is  lo  he  remarked  that  •■  Ihe  report 
of  the  agent  in  the  Department  of  Slate,"  here  alluded 
to,  and  by  which  Mr.  Livingston  was  made  to  believe 
that  "  theactual  coat"  ofthe  Diplomadc  Correspondenco 
waa  two  dollars  thirty-one  and  a  half  cents  per  volume^ 
is  nowhere  (o  be  found  among  (he  papers  connected 
with  (he  contreclt  and  ifao,  it  has  entirely  ewaped  my 
Investigation;  and  who  (his  agent  wu  does  not  appear. 
I  however  undertake  (o  say,  (hat  in  this  report  Ur. 
Livings(on  was  egregioualy  imposed  upon,  or  the  sgent 
who  msde  i(  must  have  been  imposed  upon.  liefer  the 
detaila  of  that  report,  whatever  they  may  have  been,  to 
any  number  of  impartial  practical  printers  in  the  United 
Stales,  out  of  (his  city,  with  inquiries  into  Ihe  aecuraoy 
of  ita  concluainn,  and  I  verily  believe  that  nine  in  every 
ten  of  them  will  lell  you  that  the  same  work  can  be  ex- 
ecuted, snd  (he  very  beat  tecuri(y  can  be  had  in  a  con- 
tract for  the  execution  of  it,  at  les  than  (wo  thirds,  if 
not  one  half,  of  the  price  thus  reported.  Refer  the  sub- 
ject to  a  jury  of  practical  printer*  in  this  city,  or  to  a 
eommittee  of  any  number,  to  those  who  have  no  interest 
in  (he  matter,  to  honeat  and  impartial  men,  and  they  wiH 
tell  )au,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  "the  actual  coal"  of  the 
Diplonutic  Correspondence  ia  not  two  thirds -of  Ihe  sum 
which  Mr.  Livingston  was  made  to  believe.  It  may  be 
true  that  Ihe  cost  of  the  work,  if  executed  in  (his  city, 
might  necessarily  he  greater  than  at  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  or  Boaton.  But  the  memorialitta  were  not  re- 
quired to  bave  Ihe  work  executed  here,  but  wherever 
it  could  be  executed  upon  the  mo>(  reasonable  terms. 
Tet,  executed  where  il  msy  be,  it  is  no(  in  the  nature  of 
things  for  such  a  work,  at  this  day,  lo  coat  such  a  sum  as 
it  now  attempted,  under  this  contract,  lo  be  fastened 
upon  the  Government.  In  this  particular,  therefore,  if 
I  am  not  entirely  mistaken,  (and  I  admi(  this  is  matter  of 
judgment  entirely,)  tlie contract  waa  not  made  in  good 
faith,  and  is  not  binding  upon  the  Government,  in  honor 
or  In  equity. 


ing  where  w 


other  views  which  will  justify  us  in  hatt- 
e  in  (hit  matter.  The  terms  of  the  con- 
yet  incomplete.  Congress  is  not  bound  to 
adopt,  in  the  particulars  not  yet  agreed  upon,  the  (emit 
which  the  memorialists  may  diclale  or  prescribe.  I  atk 
gentlemen  to  tell  me  where,  in  (he  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1833,  Ihe  number  of  copies  of  (he  proposed  history,  lo 
be  taken  by  Congreas,  ia  specified'  It  is  not  (here  at 
all.  But  in  ihc  contract  of  Mr.  Lif  innton,  it  ia  true,  the 
number  of  fineen  liundred  is  assumed.  But  even  (his  is 
not  the  moat  essential  poinl.  Let  any  gendeman  answer, 
where  is  there  any  agreement  between  Congress  and  th«^ 
memorialists,  as  lo  Ihe  number  of  volumes  which  eacb 
copy  of  the  work  Is  to  consist  of?  There  is  no  sued 
ai;reemenl  yet  completed.  In  this  moat  important  par- 
ticular, the  agreement  ja  yet  incomplete,  and  remains  to 
be  consummHled  before  Clarke  and  Force  are  aulhoriied 
lo  proceed  a  alep  further  under  the  pBitialcuntract,  or 
(he  contract  relating  lo  other  parts  of  (he  work,  which 
baa  been  made.  Blessrs.  Clarke  and  Force  have  propo> 
sed,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Forsyth  (wo  years  alnce,  lo  limit 
themaelves  to  twenty  volumes  per  copy,  "  leaving  Con- 
gress allerwards  (o  detirmine  whether,  if  any  papera 
should  remain,  (he  work  should  be  further  exiended." 
Any  person  can  readily  understand  what  this  condition 
means.  I(  ia  true  that  in  a  letter  of  nibaequent  date, 
from  Clarke  and  Force, which  has  been  read  by  the  Clerk, 
the  propoaidon  ia  now  made  by  them  tojimit  the  fifteen 
hundred  eopies  to  twcn^  rolnnm  Hcfa,  unconditioully. 
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All  lb«  ii  idmitwon  that  Ibii  imporlBnt  part  of  the  con- 
Inci  ia  open  lo  dUagreecnent  between  the  parllest  md, 
until  it  ihill  have  been  concluded,  the  pirti  agreed  upon 
become  nugatory.  Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  itopping  all  ap- 
propriatloM  far  the  vork  until  I liia  portion  oflbedeUil 
in  the  contract  ha*  been  completely  leltled,  either  under 
the  resolution  referred  lo  by  the  Commitlee  of  Wayi 
and  Means,  to  which  I  hare  before  adverted,  or  in  some 

But,  atr,  (here  ia  another  and  moit  ectenliil  point  in 
this  contract  which  i*  yet  open  and  incomplete.  It  ii  ai 
important,  in  fact,  aa  either  the  number  oF  coptei  you 
are  to  take  of  Ihe  propoaed  work,  or  the  number  of 
volumea  of  which  each  copy  ii  to  conaiat.  I  now  allude 
to  the  number  of  pagea,  or  ihagnilude  of  each  volume. 
The  pagea  of  each  volume,  the  lize  being  folio,  may  be 
800,  1,300,  or  3,000,  without  a  diaregird  ofpropartiana, 
.  juat  u  theae  contractor*  may  determine,  if  Congreai  be 
actually  bound  upon  thii  point;  and,  conaequemty,  the 
work  may  vary  from  half  a  million  of  dollara  eipenae  to 
Ihat  of  a  million  ordDllan,and  even  more  widely.  And 
b  it  to  be  conceded  that  we  are  to  atop  all  further  in- 
quiry, or  modiScation  of  Ihe  enterpriae,  and  be  told 
Qiat  Ihe  nation'a  honor  ia  violated  unlen  we  aiunl  to 
make  appropriatlona  to  carry  out  auch  a  conalruction  of 
thii  contract^  Sir,  I  maintain  that,  upon  thi* point.  Con- 
p«aa  hai  a  right  to  itop,  and  refuae  all  furlher  appropri- 
alion,  until  a  delinile  agreement  and  underaianding  bu 
been  made  between  the  partiei  reapecling  it.  It  ii  a 
point  open  to  difference  of  opinion.  It  ia  a  most  eaaen- 
lial  point  involved  by  Ihii  contract)  and  until  Ibis  differ- 
ence ahall  hare  been  adjusted,  the  contract  ia  incompli 


with  Congreaa.  They  induced  CongreM  into  thia  poai- 
tion,  and  placed  Ihtroaelvea  there  voluntarilyi  and  it  ia 
not  for  them,  nor  for  any  one  elae,  to  acciuelbe  nation 
of  meanneaa  or  diahonor,  if  ibere  be  a  reliiaal  on  the 
part  ofCongrraa  to  come  up  now  to  Meiars.  Clarke  and 
Force's  particular  and  favorile  terms  respecting  it. 

Ithaabeen  told  ua  Ihat  the  memorialida  have  progresaed 
!n  tbeir  work,  and  cannot  atop  without  great  losi.  They 
aay,  in  a  letter  that  has  been  read  by  Ihe  Clerk,  that  they 
have  been  at  great  expense  in  collecting  materials  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  from  New  Hampabire,  and  1  believe 
they  mention  a  third  Stale,  and  then  add  elsewhere. 
Now,  air,  it  is  known  to  be  the  lirat  dictate  of  policy, 
when  a  person  is  deairoua  of  magnifying  any  class  of  hia 
labora,  to  aelect  for  apecificalion  those  portiona  which 
will  telltnott  for  hia  purpose.  1  know  not  what  have 
been  tha  eipensea  of  these  gentlemen  in  the  State  of 
Georicia,  or  in  the  third  State  which  Ibelleve  was  men- 
tioned, but  I  have  been  informed  that,  in  Ihe  Stale  ofNew 
Hampshire,  the  aggregate  oi  their  expense  does  not  ei- 
ceedfl.iOOi'andifao,  takingallof  Ihe  old  Slates  from 
whose  archivea  it  may  be  necessary  to  draw  materials, 
the  amount  already  expended  cannot  be  so  enormously 
lai^  as  to  require  Congreas  to  appropriale  another  , 
#30,000  upon  the  sum  of  020,000  heretofore  appropri-  i 
ated,  forthe  purpose  of  Indemnifying  them,  prior  to  Ihe 
inveatigation  of  the  matter  now  resting  with  the  Com- 
mitteeof  Waya  and  Heana  ahall  have  taken  place. 

llr.  Speaker,  from  the  views  1  have  thus  taken  of  the 
subject,  from  the  facts  contained  hi  the  paper*  eon- 


*  Mr.  SxiTshaa  been  since  informed  that,  although  Ihe 
aeluat  paymcnta  for  materisia  In  New  Hampabire  have 
been  leas  than  the  aum  ataled,  tbe  liabiliiiea  Incurred 
therefor  are  about  03,000.  Bdt  probably  leai  of  the 
documentary  biatory  of  that  State  than  of  any  other  of 
the  original  States  baa  been  heretofore  publuhcd,  and 
conaequently  copies  from  there  will  be  more  extensive 
UuB  from  alinott  *»;  other  sutc— JtUc  byUr.  &. 


neoted  with  Clarice  and  Force's  original  memoria),  if 
there  be  any  weight  in  them,  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
appropriation  now  contained  in  the  bill  for  thia  docu- 
mr ntar^  biatory  ahould  stricken  out  We  are  justilied 
in  putting  a  atop  to  Ihe  alleged  contracli  first,  because 
it  ia  made  to  aasume  a  shape  and  magnitude  now,  which 
was  not  and  could  not  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
act  Dri833  on  the  part  of  Congress,  if  it  were  on  tha 
part  of  Ihe  mcmorialisisi  and  because  tbe  contract,  thua 
magnified,  is  an  hnpo^lion  upon  Corgressj  and,  next, 
because  the  priceof  the  work  imposed  upon  Mr.  Livings- 
ton, or  upon  the  agent  of  tbe  Stale  Department,  is  an 
impoaition  upon  Congreas.  (t  cannot  have  been  ascer- 
tained in  good  faith  lo  be  the  actual  cost  of  a  work  like 
the  Diplomatic  Correspondence.  I  admit  this  b  a  matter 
of  judgment  on  my  part,  and  1  may  be  miataken;  yet  Ida 
not  believe  it.  It  should  be  investigated  before  this  ad- 
ditional appropHalion  ia  made.  We  may  justly  slop 
where  we  are  in  our  appropriation,  because  tbe  term* 
of  theagreement  between  Congreaa  and  Clarke  and 
Force  are  yet  incomplete)  the  agreement  ia  yet  unfin- 
ished in  its  delaila,  and  in  its  more  important  details, 
about  which  a  wide  dilTerenee  may  be  entertained  by 
the  two  psrties.  Both  Ihe  number  of  volumes  of  wht^ 
each  copy  is  to  consist,  and  the  number  of  paps  or 
msgnitude  of  those  volumes,  are  yet  to  be  agreed  upon. 
Nor  ia  it  for  these  memorialist*  to  complain  if  we  atop  at 
either  of  these  points.  They  induced  Congreaa  into  a 
false  poaition.  If  they  did  not  do  it  designedly,  if  tbcy 
did  not  mean  to  impose  upon  Congress  a  contract  that 
waa  fraudulent  on  their  own  part,  (and  I  do  not  aaiert  it 
was  so,}  they  at  least  knowingly  permitted  Congren 
lo  pats  tbe  set  of  1S33,  upon  their  own  appliealion, 
without  coming  to  a  definite  underttanding  upon  the 
subject  of  it,  or  suspecting  the  magnitude  now  attrib- 
uted lo  it.  If  there  be  trouble  brought  upon  tbem, 
therefore,  they  have  been  mainly  instrumental  in  indu- 
cing it.  It  is  their  fault.  But,  sir,  1  am  not  opposed  to 
treating  them  fairly.  I  am  in  bvorof  the  course  m  which 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  been  institictcd 
upon  tbe  subject.  I  would  not  do  them  Injuatice  in  any 
court.  I  would  redeem'  their  loas,  if  the  concluaion  be 
to  atop  Ihe  publication  entirely,  and  indemnify  them, 
even  lo  the  extreme  of  generonty,  aKhougb  they  have 
induced  the  difficulty  upon  themtctvea.  But,  air,  until 
inveatigation  i«  had,  and  until  a  new  underatanding  ia 
entered  into,  reapecling  the  open  and  unsettled  and  dia- 
puted  parts  of  the  contract,  1  am  opposed  to  appropri- 
ating one  additional  dollar  forthe  execution  of  the  work, 
and  hope  that  tbe  appropriation  will  be  itrickcn  out  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  PGABCE,  of  Rhode  laland,  now  obtained  the 
floori  but  gave  way  lo 

Mr.  LANB,  on  whoae  motion 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 

MoxBAT,  Arua  18. 
PRESENTATION  OP  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BEED  moved  to  suapend  the  rules  until  mm 
o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Stalea,  in  order, 
for  such  petitions  as  should  not  M  objected  to  or  give 
rise  to  debate,  and  also  resolutions  on  the  tubject  of 
post  rouiesi  whi^  waa  agreed  tot  Yeaa  IIB,  nsya  Si. 

Petition*  were  accordingly  presented  by  Mr.  Baiur, 
of  Maine)  Messrs.  Anun  and  Rain,  of  Hanacbusells. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  oSered  to  present 
three  petitions,  each  of  which  was  objected  to  by 

Mr.  WISE,  on  Ihe  ground  thai,  by  tbe  vote  of  the 
House,  It  was  put  in  Ihe  power  of  one  man  to  object  to 
tlie  presentation  of  peiitiona.  He  was  opposed  to  any 
Micb  power  being  placed  in  tbe  bandi  of  a  liogle  mwo- 
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berg  and  he  iboufd  continue  to  object  to  ercry  petition 
which  v*M  preiented  under  the  rule  juit  idopted. 

Mr.  SPBIOHT  hoped  that  lorDe  gentle  nun  who  rated 
in  the  majority  would  move  a  reconiidcrtiion  of  the 
irote  adopting  the  propoaitlan  of  Mr.  Rkedi  and  that 
(hey  would  proeeeiJ  to  dispose  of  the  re^lar  business 
on  the  Speaker"!  (able.  It  wu  abvioui  that  they  could 
not  proceed  under  (he  reaolulion  of  (h«  ^ntleman  from 
HiHichuKtla,  as  notice  had  been  given  by  (he  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiaaj  that  he  should  object  to 
CTery  petillun  whicli  should  be  olTdred. 

Ur,  MOAR  moved  to  recoiuider  the  vote,  with  a  view 
to  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Riid's  motion,  to  as  to  suspend 
Ihe  rule  to  receive  pe(I[ioiui  wilhout  being  reatricted  by 
>ny  objeetions. 

The  motion  to  reeoniider  was  agreed  loi  when 

Mr.  RBIiD  modified  his  motion  in  accordance  wilh 
tlie  BugReition  of  his  colleague,  [Ur.  Koia.} 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  (o  lay  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 

The  motion  of  llr.  Riid,  m  modified,  was  ttien 
■greed  to;  Teat  lU,  nsya  34. 

Petlliona  and  memoriala  were  then  further  preaented 
fi;  Mr.  HiiD,  of  Uiasachusetd;  Mr.  Iiidbix,  of  Con- 
necticut) Messrs.  Allik  and  Si^oa,  of  Vermont, 

Mr.  SLADE  presented  the  petition  of  eighty-one 
cilizeni  of  Briitol,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against 
the  admission  of  Arkansas  in(o  (he  Union,  with  a  con- 
•tiUition  which  tolerates  the  exiitence  of  slavery.  Mr. 
S.  was  ititing  the  contents  tif  the  petition,  when 

Mr.  WISE  objected  to  ilt  receplion. 

The  8PEAKEB  decided  thsl,  according  to  (be  cnn- 
■truclion  given  by  the  House  to  Its  own  resolution,  (Mr. 
PiaoKiai's  resnlution,}  passed  on  the  8th  of  February 
last,  the  petition  would  go  to  the  select  comcnitlee, 
under  the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  appeal  from  that  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Hr.  SLADE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  petition, 
which  was  objected  to  in  all  parU  of  the  House.  The 
question  recurring  upon  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair, 

.  Hr.  WISE  aaid  there  was  nothing  in  the  resolution, 
even  by  the  broadeat  contlruction  of  it,  which  would 
Matain  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  The  resolution  which 
the  House  hid  adopted,  be  contended,  only  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  had  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.  There  waa  an 
important  question  involved  in  this  memorial,  and  that 
was,  whether  the  Con^rtss  of  the  United  States  had  the 
right  to  impoae  condillans  in  relation  to  the  aubject  of 
slavery  on  the  new  States,  when  admitted  into  the 
Union.  He  could  not  see,  for  the  life  of  him,  how  it 
waa  poasible  fw  any  peraon  to  apply  the  construction  to 
(he  reaolution  which  the  Chair  had  applied  in  this  case. 
He  asked  if  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  disturb 
the  compromise  in  Ihe  Missouri  (lUestion.  After  whst 
the  country  had  witnessed  on  that  exciting  queation, 
were  they,  by  a  conilructibn  like  this,  to  have  that  ex- 
citement raised  anew?  He  asked  gentlemen  who  had 
voted  fur  this  resolution,  if  it  waa  Intended  to  raise  the 
Missouri  quellion  again  upon  the  country?  He,  as  a 
Southern  man,  dreaded  (he  excitement  of  that  question; 
and  he  therefore  protested  with  all  his  power  against  it. 
He  itiought  that  no  gentleman  who  had  voted  for  thia 
resolution,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  gentle- 
man frotn  Vermont,  ever  contemplated  that  the  Missouri 
question  waa  to.  be  raised  upon  them.  Neither  of  the 
resahiiions  lud  any  reference  to  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States)  and  he  thouglil  it  was  too  piMn  a  case  1o 
be  argued. 

There  waa  nothinj;  in  the  resolution  to  sdmit  of  the 
*""■'— -tion  the  Chair  had  given  to  itg  And  if  the  Home 
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should  refuse  to  receive  the  petition,  there  the  excite* 
ment  would  end,  and  debate  would  ceaae. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT.  This  waa  a  new  question.  It  WM 
an  imparunc  one,  and,  aa  a  Southern  man,  so  he  felt  it. 
This  wu  no  question  about  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
this  District,  but  one  for  the  abolition  in  the  State*)  for 
he  conwdered  Arkansas  as  a  State.  Re  was  not  dispoaed 
to  argue  this  question)  for  that,  indeed,  would  be  pre- 
cisely what  its  friends  desired.  It  would  be  to  give  the 
subject  an  importance  which  It  did  not  merit.  He  was 
inclined  to  differ  with  the  Speaker.  He  thought  thia 
petition  should  not  be  received.  He  had  understood 
the  Chair,  in  Ihe  earty  part  of  the  aetsion,  to  have 
given  a  different  deolainni  and  had  decided  that  it  was 
in  order  to  object  to  the  reception  of  these  petitions. 

The  CHAIR  observed  that  he  had  so  decided  on  ooe 
occasion)  but  the  Hoiiae,  hv  their  vote,  reversed  that 
decisioiii  and  aubsequently  his  decisiona  had  been  in 
conrormjiy  with  (hat  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  resumed.  He  hoped  Ihe  House  would 
refuse  the  reception  of  this  petition.  This  is  the  fint 
attempt  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  (he  Statea)  it  was  a 
new  question.  What  right,  he  asked,  had  Congress  to 
impose  a  restriction  on  (he  people  of  Arkansas!  Thia 
question  must  be  met  and  put  down.  He  was  well 
aware  that  nine  tenths  of  the  people  of  Ihe  North  were 
opposed  to  meeting  this  queation.  It  was  the  work  of 
a  miserable  degraded  faction,  who  were  at  work  for  po- 
litical purpoaea,  and  Ihe  mernher  from  Vermont  [Hr. 
SbADi]  as  their  instrument  to  effect  them.  He  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  meet  the  question,  and  put  down  these 
petitions.  However  muoh  he  miKht  be  disposed  to  sup- 
port the  right  of  petition,  he  would  not  shrink  from  thi* 
question,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  mig'ht. 
Here  was  a  direct  interference  wilh  the  rights  of  a 
Southern  State;  for  he  called  Arkanaas  a  State,  aa 
she  waa  juat  about  coming  into  the  Union)  and  were 
they  to  receive  a  petition  from  a  set  of  miserable,  de- 
graded fanatics,  instructing  them  as  to  what  condltlooi 
were  to  be  imposed  on  thia  new  State  when  ihe  was 
admitted  into  the  Union.'  Hr.  9.  said  he  had  great  r»- 
Bpect  for  the  Chair,  as  an  officer  of  (he  Houae,  and  great 
respect  for  him  personally,  and  nothing  but  that  respect 
prevented  him  from  rushing  up  to  the  tsble  and  tearing 
that  petition  to  pieces.  He  wished  to  have  the  queation 
taken  on  the  reception  of  the  petition;  and  If  the  peti- 
tion should  be  received'hy  a  majority  of  the  House,  then 
he  cared  not  what  became  of  it. 

The  CHAIR  stated  Ihe  grounds  of  his  decision  to  Ihe 
House.  He  said  that,  in  giving  the  decision  he  had,  ha 
considered  himself  as  but  executing  the  resolution  of 
the  House,  (Mr.  PiacEaXT's  resolution,)  according  lo 
the  conatrucdon  which  the  Houic  itself,  by  lis  decision 
shortly  after  its  adoption,  had  placed  upon  their  own 
resolution.  It  would,  he  aaid,  be  remembered,  that 
when  (he  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  and  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  6rst  look  effect,  Ihe  Chair  had  placed  a  construc- 
tion upon  it,  and  had  decided  according  to  that  con- 
struction. The  House  differed  with  the  Chair,  and 
placed  their  own  construction  upon  its  meaning  and  in- 
tent. Subsequently  to  that  time,  the  Chair  had  taken 
great  pleasure  in  o»ri^ing  the  resolution  into  effect  con- 
formably to  the  opinion  and  deciaion  of  the  House,  aa 
declared  by  a  Urge  majority  of  that  body.  And  in  f[iv- 
ing  the  decision  which  he  had  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  had,  in  his  opinipn,  done  nothing  more  than  attempt 
fullhfully  to  conform  to  Ihe  decision  of  Ihe  House,  and 
lo  carry  into  effect  the  declared  will  of  the  House  Kaelf. 
The  House  itrtlf  had  pUced  Ihe  construction  upon  their 
own  resalulion,  under  which  the  Chsir  was  then  acting; 
but  if  the  Houae  should  reverae  Iheir  dcciaioo,  the  Chair 
would  of  coune  be  governed  by  the  last  conitru^tion 
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pUoed  upon  the  riwluiion  bj  the  Houw.  The  reulu- 
Uoii  wu  >  new  nilr,  or  order,  openting  upmi  lhi>  par- 
ticular qiieUion.  In  CDnitruinK  it,  tio  lighti  could  be 
dcriredrromthaaulhDTitieiof  parliamentary  precedent!. 
It  wa*  a  quetlion  a(  intention  on  the  part  ol  the  House 
who  paued  it.  What  did  the  Hoiue  mean  ihould  be 
the  conitnicllon  placed  upon  il,  wu  a  quealion  whieh 
the  Houie   alone  wai  competent  to  determine.      Tlie 

Eetition  now  preaented  the  Ctiair  considered,  from  iti 
ice,  to  be  an  abalitian  petitiuni  ■  petition  upon  the  aub- 
ject  of  (larery  generally,  in  which  the  peiitionen  ex- 
preai  their  upinioni  upon  liie  aubject  Kenerally,  and 
■tale  that  an  occation  hat  ariaen  on  which  Ihey  prea* 
their  viewa  upon  Cong^etl  in  connexion  with  the  ad- 
miHion  of  ArkiniH  into  the  Union.  He  read  from  the 
reaoiuiinn  of  the  Houae,  in  which  il  wai  declared  that 
••all  memorial*  which  have  been  offered,  or  may  heTcaf- 
ter  be  preientcd,"  and  that  e»erj  "  othrr  paper  or  prop- 
Milinii  (hat  ma;  be  aubmitted  In  relilinn  to  that  aub' 
Ject,  be  referred  to  a  aeleel  commiltee."  The  reiolu- 
tion  further  declared  that  "the  reaoluliona  olTered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  ihould  be  referred  to  the 
•elect  cummittee."  Tlie  reaoluiion  of  the  gentleman 
Aom  Maine,  thua  referred  by  the  order  of  the  Houie  to 
the  aelect  co  mini  (lee,  decUrea  that  "any  ittenipt  in 
tbii  Houie  10  agilale  the  queatioo  of  alave ry  ia  ealcu> 
laled  lo  dlaturtt  the  comprumiaea  of  the  cuaalilutiooi  to 
endanger  the  Union,  and,  if  peraiated  in,  to  deairoy  the 

EeacB  and  proaperily  of  the  country."  Such  were  the 
road  tei;ma  in  which  tlie  reaoluiion  adopted  by  the 
Houae  waa  couched.  The  Houae  liad  heretofore  deciiled 
that  all  petiliana,  papers,  and  prnpoalliona,  upon  the 
■ubjecl  of  the  abolition  uf  aliTCry,  went,  upon  preaenta- 
lion,  aaa  matter  of  courae,  under  the  nperation  of  tha 
reaoluiion,  lo  the  aelecl  commiltee.  This  being  a  peli 
tion  of  the  character  embraced  by  the  retotution,  the 
Chair,  in  conformity  to  the  deciiicn  of  the  Hnuae,  waa  of 
opinion  that  it  would  go  to  the  aelect  committee  upon 
Ita  preaentalion.  Should  the  Houae,  upon  reconaidera- 
tion,  rcTerae  ila  own  deciaion,  end  place  a  different 
ooiulruction  upon  the  reaoluiion,  the  Chair,  aa  already 
Hated,  wouM  take  pleaaure,  ai  it  would  be  hia  duty,  lo 
carry  the  will  of  the  Houae,  al  latt  declared,  into  efiecl. 

Hr.  HA  WES  mored  lo  lay  Ihe  question  on  the  appeal 
on  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nayat  which  were  ordered. 

After  some  convenation  aa  to  what  vtualion  the  peti- 
tion woul  I  be  left  in.  &c.,  between  Meaart.  WISE,  MOR- 
BfS,  SLADE,  LEWIS,  UNDERWOOD,  PATTON, 
BYNUU,  and  the  CHAIR,  the  question  was  put  on  the 
motion  lo  Uy  the  appeal  of  ilc.  Wist  on  the  table,  by 
yeas  and  iiaya. 

Before iha  deciaion  was annoaneed,  Hr.  CHAMBERS, 
of  Kentucky,  rose  and  inrormed  the  House  that  his  col- 
league, [Hr.  URDimwaoD,}had  not  Totedi  and  he  moved 
to  compel  him  to  vote.  In  doing  this,  he  concurred  wilb 
bia  eollea|;ue  in  the  reason*  which  had  induced  him  t 
decline  Toting,  and  he  had  made  ihe  motion  Tor  the  pui 
poae  of  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  present  hia  reason 
fbr  so  doinK. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  aiked  lo  be  excused,  on  the 
ground  that  he  could  not  cnnscientiouily  vote  upon  Ihia 
question,  unlets  he  knew  Ihe  contentaof  the  paper  upun 
whieh  he  waa  required  to  vote.  If  the  House,  then,  re- 
fuaed  to  allow  the  psper  to  be  read,  he  hoped  Ihey 
would  nnt  compel  him  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  qiiestian  was  then  taken  on  excusing  U r,  Uxdxb- 
WOODi  but,  before  Che  decision  was  announced, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  Inquired  of  the  Chair 
If  ihe  question  was  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  from  the  voice  of  the 
Houae,  the  gentleman  wai  exeuaed  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  Mid  be  had  risen  befora  the  deci- 


mwa*  announced,  aod  he  again  naked  if  the  queation 
aa  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  the  rule,  and  aaid  a*  it  was  a 
:w  question,  (for  he  had  no  recollection  of  its  ever 
tisfing  been  presented  before,)  he  was,  therefore,  not 
prepared  la  aiy  that  the  gentleman  was  not  entitled  to 
anign  reasons  why  the  reasons  of  his  colleague  to  be 
excuied  were  or  were  not  aatiafactory.  The  Chair, 
however,  never  knew  the  question  raised  beforei  for  Ihe 
invariible  practice  bad  heretofore  been  lo  take  the  ques- 
tion without  debate. 

Hr.  CHAMBERS  then  understood  th«  Chair  Co  aay  he 
had  the  right  to  debate  tbia  question.  Hr.  C.  proceed- 
ed lo  address  Ihe  House,  and  continued  till  1  D*cl>ick, 
when  Hr.  CAHBKELBNG  called  for  the  orders  of  lU 
day. 

The  aubject  before  the  Houae  waa  then  laid. over, 
without  announcing  the  deciaion  upon  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
Wiai. 

[The  vole  was  understood  to  be  ISr  in  favor  and  67 
against  the  motion  lo  lay  tbe  appeal  on  the  table.] 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  House,  in  further  execution  of  the  special  order 
of  the  26th  January,  resumed,  the  conaideralion  of  the 
bill  making  apprapriaCtons  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  had  been  coniidered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  queation  immrdiately  pending  waa  on 
concurring  with  the  amendment  of  the  commiltee  to 
■Irike  out  the  following  clause:  "For  Ihe  DocnmenCary 
History  of  tlie  American  Revolution,  per  act  of  Sd  of 
March,  1B33,  (30,000("  and 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  laamend  the  clause  by  directing 
the  Secreisry  of  Stale  to  notify  Clarke  and  Force  to  dis- 
continue the  said  work,  and  lo  ascertain  the  probable 
amount  of  damages  thai  would  be  incurred  by  rescind- 
ing the  contract,  and  to  report  Ihe  same  to  Congrcw  at 
the  next  session. 

Hr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  entitled  lo 
the  floor,  addressed  the  Houae  for  some  time  in  opposi- 
tion lo  Ihe  smendment  of  the  committee,  and  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  clause.  Messrs.  TAKDEBPOEL, 
OLASCOCK,  THOMPSON  of  South  Cirolina,  TOD- 
CEY,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvanis,  EVERETT,  and 
ADAMS,  followed  on  the  aime  side. 

Mr.  HARDIN  and  Hr.  BENCHER  apoke  in  oppou> 
tion. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHMSOff  aaid  he  would  slate  to  lb* 
Huuie  aa  briefly  aa  he  could  the  objeelions  which  he  had 
CO  Ihe  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the 
Documentary  History  of  the  American  Revolution.  He 
felt  il  bia  duty  to  do  so  because  uf  the  erroneoua  re- 
marks attributed  to  him  in  the  Globe,  which  gave  the 
debates  in  the  Comniiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  the  other  day,  a*  well  as  lo  correct  an  error 
which  he  had  himaelf  fallen  into,  in  tbe  estimate  submit- 
ted to  tbe  commiltee,  of  the  ci«t  of  each  volume  of  iha 
intended  publication.  He  had  atated  lo  tbe  committee 
that  Ibe  cost  of  each  volume  would  exceed  twenty  dol- 
lara,  and  the  coat  of  Ihe  whole  work,  if  limited  to  twenty 
volumes,  of  eiglil  hundred  page^,  would  be  over  four 
hundred  and  eight  ihoutand  dollars.  Upon  examination, 
he  bad  ascertained  that  each  volume,  of  the  ilie  propo- 
sed, would  cost  thirteen  dollar*  and  aixly  cents,  and  the 
twenty  volumes  the  exact  sum  or#408,000.  Hr.  J.  aaid 
■he  contract  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Livingston  with  tha 
publishers,  under  the  provisioni  of  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1S33,  which  authoriied  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
<*tq  contract"  wiih  them  for  Ihe  publication  of  the 
■■  Documrnlary  Hlalory  of  Ihe  American  Revolution,'*  in 
octavo  or  folio  volumes,  provided  "llMt  tbe  rale  of  ex- 
pense ihall  not  exceed  tbe  actual  coat  per  vohimc  of  tlM 
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Diplumitie  Corretpondence  nnw  printing  under  the  di- 
rection of  Ihe  SrcreUrr  of  Stile." 

On  the  19(h  of  Hareh  iftervrLrds,  1he~contrMt  wu 
mule  which  hul  been  re«d  lo  lh«  Houie,  bindini;  thf 
United  Slate!  tolkke  fifteen  hundred  copielof  Ihe  wnrk 
at  one  cent  and  leven  teniha  for  each  pai^e,  equilllnff 
thirteen  dolUn  and  lixty  eenla  fir  each  volume  of  eight 
hundred  page*.  There  is  no  limilalion  in  the  cmtract, 
a*  to  the  number  or  aiie  of  eolumea,  or  of  Ibe  dncu- 
menta  lo  be  inaerted  in  the  publication,  nor  any  lime 
filed  for  the  completion  of  Ihe  conlnctt  til  these  things 
ire  lefk  to  the  diacretinn  of  Ihe  pgblishers.  He  suppn- 
spH  it  was  Ihe  main  object  of  the  act  of  the  3d  Hirch, 
1833,  to  have  a  contract  made  for  theae  purposes,  fixing 

a  reasonable  cnmpensalion,  some  limitation  — *- *- 

and  Ihe  period  of  it*  completion.  Congr.__  _.  .._. 
have  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  Bute  the  number  of 
the  copies  that  nria  to  be  taken — that  eould  have  been 
•ellied  by  Ihe  House  without  diffieultf  i  but  all  the  other 
considerations  alluded  to  could  not  have  been  so  readily 
adJuMed,  and  it  was  therefore  referred  to  him.  Every 
conaidention  that  mnal  hare  operated  upon  Congreai^ 
in  rcferrinK  It  to  Ibe  SeereUrf,  aeema  to  have  been  over- 
looked or  forgotten. 

The  Secretary  merely  file*  the  number  of  copiea  to 
pe  taken  and  ihe  price  to  be  paid.  Congresa  has  noth- 
ing to  do  but  aland  by  and  pay  the  eitraordinarjr  anil  ex- 
travagant price  of  thirteen  dolUrs  and  aixty  cents  per 
volume,  sa  the  publishers  choose  to  call  for  it,  withoul 
limitation  oF  time,  and  for  auch  stufTaa  may  anit  ih^r  in- 
terest or  pleasure  to  inaert  in  the  publication.  Mr.  J. 
aiid  that,  in  his  opinion,  Ihe  contract  would  be  more 
profiiable  lo  the  publiiher*  than  an  annuily  of  ten  thiiu- 
aand  dntlsrs,  unioeompinied  by  any  duly  lo  be  perform- 
ed. There  was  no  end  lo  Ihe  materials  which  might  be 
inserted  in  the  publication.     "The  reaolvca,  addreates. 


and  the  aeveni  States,  their  ofHaera  and  agents,"  and  all 
other  pipera  in  relation  to  (he  Federal  or  State  Oovern- 
menti,  aa  well  as  every  other  dnoument  Dr  paper  which 
could  be  fiiund  in  Europe  or  Amertci,  connected  with 
this  country,  from  its  first  discovery  to  Ihe  close  of  Ibe 
American  Bevolution,  seemed  lo  be  wiihin  the  scope  of 
(he  contemplated  publication,  and  which  Congre**  under 
Ihe  contract  would  be  bound  to  take,  at  whatever  price 
they  might  coett  and  he  bad  but  little  doubt  thai  the 
publication  under  Ihe  conlrael  might  aa  readily  be  made 
to  coat  four  or  five  nilliona  of  dollar*  aa  the  mm  of  near 
half  a  million,  to  which  they  propoae  now  to  limit  it,  if 
it  i*  lo  be  underatood  that  the  work  is  not  to  exceed 
twenty  volumes  of  eight  hundred  p*ges  each- 
Mr.  J.  said  that,  in  bia  opinion,  Mr.  Livingston  bad 
omitted  every  thing  which  waa  required  to  be  done  by 
the  act  that  wa*  material  to  the  intereet  of  the  United 
Btaltth  and  which  was  in  the  cnntempUlion  of  Congresi 
at  the  lime  of  the  paeage  of  Ihe  act.  "To  contract " 
for  the  publication,  meant  aomething  more  than  the  mere 
subscription  to  the  work,  and  specifying  the  number  of 
copies  to  be  taken,  and  the  price.  The  manner  in  which 
Ihe  work  waa  to  be  done — the  proper  selection  of  the 
materials  to  be  inserted  in  it — the  proper  limiution  of 
the  copies  to  be  taken — the  number  of  volume*  to  be 
publiihed— Ihe  siieof  the  volumes,  and  Ihe  cost  of  each — 
all  must  have  been  regulated  by  the  Secretary,  to  have 
fulfilleil  Ihe  eipectationg  of  Congreas.  lliete  oontider- 
■lionaaeem  not  lo  have  entered  ihe  mind  of  Mr.  Livings. 
toni  and  Ihe  little  he  did  in  accordance  with  the  ubjecis 
of  Congress,  in  the  reference  lo  him,  ^really  exceciled 
the  autliority  given  him  by  the  act.  The  act  limit*  ihe 
cipcMe  to  the  "aonial  eo*t"  of  the  Diplonuitc  Gorre- 
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■pondcnce,  which  they  ascertain  (o  be,  aa  slated  in  th« 
contract,  two  dollar*  and  twenty  cents  for  each  volume 
of  344  pagcsi  but  Ihi*  admitted  price  of  Ihat  work,  the 
"actual  coat,"  ii  not  taken  by  them  at  Ibe  baiia  upon 
which  Ihe  new  contract  is  lo  be  msde.  A  •*  good  and 
copious  index"  i*  la  be  added  lo  the  new  publication,  in 
lieu  ofihe  table  of  contents  in  the  Diplomatic  Corrrapnnd* 
en:e,  and  which  they  suppose  should  increaie  the  value 
of  each  volume  eleven  and  one-half  cents— and  ihi* 
i*  assumed  a*  the  ground  upon  which  ihe  contnct  ia  made 
for  Ihe  payment  of  Ihe  new  publication,  aii<f  without 
other  reference  to  the  ■'  actual  cost,"  aa  required  by  Iha 
act  of  Congreis. 

Ur.  J.  aaid  the  question  wit  now  fairly  presented  to 
the  Hoiiar,  wheiber  we  should  permit  the  parlies  to  pro- 
ceed wlih  Ihe  publication,  and  make  the  appropriation* 
necessary  lo  ensble  Ihem  lo  progress  wiUi  itt  or  whether 
we  should  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  contract,  ind  pay 
■uehiium  a*  might  be  deemed  an  ideqiiale  and  Jiiat 
remuneration  for  the  expenac*  incurred  alrealy,  or  the 
damage*  suatained  by  the  publisherai  that  he  shnuld 
never,  whilit  he  had  ihe  honor  oF  a  seat  upon  (hi*  floor, 
vote  one  dollar  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  present  cnn- 
tract.  He  had  no  dnubtthat  the  Congress  -f  1S33  had 
been  deceived  and  misled  by  those  interested  in  Ihe  pub- 
lication, aa  to  the  extent  of  Ihe  work,  aa  well  as  the  ne- 
ceasary  expendilurei  to  complete  it.  He  was  himself  i 
memtier  uf  that  Congresa,  and  wai  opposed  (o  the  paa- 
**ge  of  Ihat  law,  a*  he  ia  now  lo  the  furlher  progresa  of 
the  publicitioni  tnd  he  felt  confident,  If  that  Congrei* 
had  been  aware  of  the  estraordlniry  >um  to  be  expend- 
ed, the  passage  of  the  law  never  could  have  been  pro- 
cured. He  himself  had  not  the  least  idea  of  the  expense 
of  the  contemplated  publication  until  long  after  iis  pu- 
dge. 

The  best  mo^e  of  gelling  lueh  meature*  through  both 
Houies  of  Congreas  wa*  well  understood  by  thcise  in- 
terested in  this  publication.  The  papers  submitted  to 
Congreas  at  Ihe  lime,  and  now  reportetl  lo  the  House  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  were  well  calculated  lo  deceive 
Ihe  members  as  to  the  extent  of  the  work,  and  quiet 
their  apprehenaions  aa  to  any  extraordinnry  expenditure 
being  necessary  to  complete  it.  He  wouUl  not  say  Ihat 
they  h*d  been  drawn  up  with  that  view,  or  were  so  in- 
tended by  the  publishers.  He  was  convinced,  however, 
that  luch  had  been  the  efTecL  The  name  itself,  "Ttie 
Documentary  History  of  Ihe  American  Revolution," 
would  Imply  a  colleotion  of  papers  interesting  and  useful 
to  the  country,  and  which  might  be  embraced  in  i  vol- 
ume or  two  of  moderale  siie.  No  man  could  have  sus- 
pected, under  it,  a  collection  of  public  papers  in  relation 
to '*the  origin  of  the  aeveni  colunie*.  ibeir  charter*^ 
bill*  of  righis,  and  public  paper*  previous  to  17A3," 
which  mlgiil  be  made  to  extend  to  any  number  of  vol- 
ume*, at  Ihe  diwretlon  of  Itie  publiihera,  and  coit  railliom 
or  dollars,  inatead  nf  hundred*  oF  ihousinds.  The  name 
itself  wa*  calculated  to  mislead  and  deceive  the  House. 
The  phra*eolugy  of  the  law  ilselF  vat  not  more  apeciflc. 
Even  the  memorial  of  the  publishers  to  Congress,  upon 
which  the  act  wa*  founded,  Rave  no  precise  informntioQ 
of  the  nature  or  character  of  the  work.  Further  thin  the 
title  implied,  except  by  reference  lo  a  letter  idilre*!ied 
by  ibem  lo  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  dale  the  18ih 
of  July,  1831.  And  even  in  that  letter  it  ia  not  clearly 
Bho*n  to  whit  extent  ducumenli  relating  lo  event*  in- 
terior lo  the  encroachment*  by  the  Briii*h  Q'lvernment 
in  ir63  are  to  be  introduced. 

The  publisher*  knew  well  th*l,  in  Ihe  press  of  public 
business  which  occurred  at  ihe  conclusion  of  every  le*- 
sinii  of  Congre**,  *nd  particularly  nf  the  sliort  session, 
■ueh  a  priipoiiiioti  wa*  likely  lo  etetpe  the  alteiitiun  uF 
the  membera,  unless  there  was  sumething  upon  the  fics 
of  it  ulciUited  to  ciciie  *u>picioa  of  an  uoumiI  or  e«ti»- 
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ordiniry  eipendilure — that   tlie   opinion   of  inemben 


ion  RcTotution,"  to  be  contracted  for  by  the  Secretiiry 
of  Stile,  would  be  such  %  proposition  aa  not  to  excite  the 
leaft  auapicion  of  llie  expenditure  of  a  million  or  two  of 
dollars.  The  bill  paEscd  (lie  Senate  a  few  ilaya  before 
tbe  chise  of  the  aeaalon,  and  waa  'alcen  up  and  pusedby 
the  [louae  on  the  last  night  of  the  aeaaion  for  buiintis, 
andaeemi  lo  have  allracled  no  attention  whatever.  The 
facts  slated  by  the  hononble  gentleman  from  NorlhCaro- 
lina  were  concluiive  ai  to  the  imposilion  practised  upon 
tbe  H'lUie.  The  propoaition  for  the  tame  publication  had 
been  before  Congress  in  June,  1832)  the  hill  apecifying 
upon  its  face  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  per  volume  oF 
eif(ht  hundred  pages,  which  the  publithers  were  then 
willing  to  take.  At  the  next  aeuion  of  Cunf^reai,  com- 
poaecTDr  the  aame  Individuals,  the  same  proposition  ia 
■gain  tuhmitled  to  both  Houses  of  Congressi  a  new  bill 
introduced,  omitting  the  eight  dollan,  which  had  caused 
its  failure  the  preceding  aesiioni  and  tbe  Secretary  of 
State  ia  authohized  lo  contract,  and  aclually  contract',  to 
pay  almoat  double  the  sum  the  same  parties  were  with ng 
-  to  Uke  ail  or  nine  months  before.  No  reasonable  man, 
under  auch  circumstancet,  knowing  al)  the  facta,  would 
have  voted  for  such  a  law,  or  made  auch  a  contract.  He 
repeated  that  tie  did  not  doubt  that  Congress  had  been 
egregiously  imposed  upon  by  Ihoae  inlereated  in  the 
publication,  and  that  Mr.  Livingston  had  been  grnisly 
negligent  of  the  intereala  of  the  United  Stales,  in  Ibe 
performance  of  the  duliei  assigned  him  under  the  act. 
To  render  this  law  more  pilatabtr,  if  perchance  it  waa 
looked  into  by  any  member,  a  copy  of  the  publication 
WaaloBc  given  to  eaeh  member  of  that  Congress,  which 
would  be  equal  (o  two  hundred  and  aeventy-twodullan 
etch,  if  Ihe  publication  should  be  limited,  u  propoied, 
to  twenty  Tolumea  of  eight  hundred  pages. 

The  pa^aage  of  similar  propnsiiiona  by  the  Houae  of 
Representativeaoften  occurs,  without  the  attention  of  the 
inembera  being  called  to  the  subject.  The  other  day  a 
resolution  proposed  lo  give  the  new  members  of  the 
present  Congress  the  same  books  that  had  been  given  to 
the  members  of  the  last  Congrrasi  ■  proposiilon  ippi- 

the  members  uf  (he  Hou-e  any  suspicion  of  an  extraordi- 
nary expenditure.  And  he  had  reason  lo  believe  that 
the  honorable  member  who  introduced  tbe  proposition 
was  not  liimaelf  aware  of  the  extent  uf  the  expenrliture 
that  would  be  incurred  by  ita  adoption.  It  liaa  been  ex- 
amined with  care,  and  the  cost  lo  the  United  SUtes 
would  have  been  near  one  hundred  thouaand    dollars, 

r'vin([  to  each  of  the  rew  members  over  one  thousand 
illsrs'  worlh  of  books.  The  reaohitinn  had  been  acci- 
dentally arretted,  and  lie  hoped  miiiht  be  final^  defeat- 
ed. He  had  nodmibl  the  taw  of  18^3  passed uniib served 
by  the  members  of  the  Hiiuae.  The  same  individuals 
who  rejected  a  bill  prnpoaing  Ihe  publication  of  the 
Mmebnukal  eight  dr.llsra  for  each  volume  would  not 
probably  have  voied  for  a  project  that  has  been  made  to 
cost  the  United  Stales  near  double  that  sum. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  thought  it  waa  lime  that  this  House 
should  put  an  end  to  the  publication  of  booksj  he  had 
looked  into  tiie  subject  for  a  Few  years  past,  and  waa 
convinced  that  expenditures  For  that  purpose,  in  the 
way  (hey  had  been  m»de,  were  the  most  uitlesa  and  nil- 
proper  of  all  other  Hpplicaiions  oF  the  public  monrya 
known  to  him.  [Mr.  J.  here  read  a  liat  of  the  books 
published  by  Congrrss  since  1826,  apecirying  rile  books, 

greas;  and  said  thai,  Irom  this  stHtement,  it  appeared  that 
the  whiile  expenditure  for  that  period  amounted  to  Ihe 
■urn  of  $397,994)  and,  if  the  present  contract  was  contin- 
ued and  completed,  we  should  have  over  9400,000  more 


to  add  to  that  sum;  which.  If  judiciously  expended,  would 
have  secured  for  Congress  the  beat  library  in  the  world.] 
He  muBt  aay,  however,  that,  in  his  opinion,  large  sums 
of  money  bad  been  aquanderedin  jobs  for  favorite  print- 
ers and  contraclora  of  Congress,  and  without  a  proper 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  public.  He  was  willing  to 
appropriate  from  the  public  Treasut^  liberally  for  the 
purchase  of  a  national  library,  but  he  thought  Congresa 
should  cease  to  be  a  publisher.  The  contract  with 
Clarke  and  Force  ought  to  satisfy  every  member  of  that. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  We  are  called  upon  to  give  a  vote  in  re- 
gard to  an  item  of  fSO.OOO,  lo  pay  Measra.  Clarke  and 
Force  for  printing  and  binding  intn  hooka  the  Document- 
ary History  of  the  Revolution.  This  is  to  be  done  by 
virtue  of  a  former  act  of  Congress;  by  the  operation  of 
which,  it  seems,  the  Treasury  of  the  nation  ia  to  suffer 
nearly  to  the  amoiAit  of  half  a  million  ofdollari,  and  Ihe 
common  people  of  the  country,  out  of  whose  pockets 
Ihe  most  of  this  money  comes,  are  not  to  be  benefltcd 
one  cent.  This  item  ia  the  sum  now  demanded,  in  addi- 
tion lo  the  Bufflort30,000  granted  heretofore,  and  enor- 
mous sums  hereafter,  which,  by  the  improvidence  of  the 
contract,  we  will  be  called  upon  to  vote  in  future  times. 
I  cannot  return  to  my  constituents,  and  rendera  juitae- 
eounl  to  them  oF  my  actings  and  doings  here,  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  meeting  their  approbation,  without  entering 
my  most  solemn  protest  against  this  unsound,  unjust,  and 
indiscreet  appropriation.  It  claims  lo  be  predicated  upon 
a  contract  made  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Livingston,)  under  an  act  of  Cungreas,  the  alipulations 
of  which  were,  that  the  Onvernment  was  to  pay  for  each 
copy  of  (he  volumes  the  sum  of  (13  40.  There  was  no 
limitation  to  the  number  of  volumea.  In  the  firat  Instance) 
and  the  undertaken  could,  if  they  were  ao  diapnaed, 
continue  and  extend  the  publications  until  the  volumea 
would  reach  one  hundred,  and  thereby  draw  one  or  two 
millions  of  doHars  out  oF  tiie  Treasury-  Such  a  construc- 
tion can  be  put  upon  this  contract,  that  every  old  news- 
psper,  pamphlet,  almanac,  adrertiaemeni,  Tom  Paine's 
writings,  camp  songs,  and  other  trash,  if  it  even  has  the 
remotest  reference  to  the  BceneaoF  the  Revolution,  or  any 
thing  that  was  written  during  the  war,  can  be  baptized  by 
Ihe  name  of  revolutionary  dncumenla,  and  be  placed  in 
these  volumes.  Is  it  expected  by  any  peraon  that  tliit 
catcb-penny  contrivance  ia  to  be  depended  upon,  in  after- 
times,  as  a  correct  hiatory  of  the  revolutionary  transac- 
tions which  give  immortality  to  our  ancestry,  and  place 
us  in  a  land  of  equal  laws  and  equal  rigbtsT  Surely  no. 
one  has  the  credulity  to  hazard  such  a  supposition. 

But  this  is  by  far  the  least  objectionable  pail  of  Ihia 
transaction.  It  appears  by  one  portion  of  the  contract, 
that  lilteen  hundred  copies  uf  this  work  are  to  be  struck, 


irlificati 


limited  to  twenty  volumes)  yet  it  ia  stipulated  that  I  ha 
members  of  Congress  who  passed  this  law  were  lo  have 
one  copy  of  each  volume  of  the  whole  work  for  their 
private  use.  I  am  desirous,  sir,  that  it  may  be  dintinctly 
underalood  that  I  do  not  cast  any  imputations  upon  the 
motives  of  the  honorable  members  of  Congress  who  gave 
this  vote.  For  I  suppose  them  all  to  be  honorable  men; 
yet  il  may  be  nseful  to  examine  how  this  subject  hss 
worked  in  ita  practical  operation.  There  are  two  hoTi- 
dre'l  and  eighty-eight  members  in  Congress.  Each 
member  of  that  Congress  who  pissed  this  law  is  to  get 
one  copy  oFlbeae  volumesi  fifteen  dollars  or  thereabnuts 
per  volume,  fur  twenty  volume',  will  amount  to  $3<J0  to 
each  member.  This  amount  of  $300  in  each  member, 
multiplied  by  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  am'iuntj  lo 
the  sum  nf  $86,000  to  members  of  Congress  alone. 
Subjects  similar  to  ibeae  were  canviaied  in  my  diainctt 
tbe  principle  waa  disapproved  of)  and  1  cannot  aaaent  to 
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Itiem  here.  I  tmke  the  liberty  to  protest  most  lolemnly 
■l^amit  it,  in  the  nime  and  on  beliilf  of  my  conitUuenti. 
Ttie  sentlernan  Tram  Mi»Rc1iusetti  fUr.  Adihi]  hu 
been  quite  luminoii*  in  his  display  of  ancient  >nd  tnodem 
lore  in  Bdrocating  tbii  appropriation.  But,  if  I  hiil  any 
doabla  rcTnimmg  as  to  ilg  impropriely,  the  gentleman 
hai  entirely  remored  Ihemi  for  he  hu  not  only  convinced 
me  (hat  my  first  iinpreisian*  are  right,  but  hia  j^iven  ua 
fucli  inforination  ai  enablea  me  toaee  clearly  how  the  Gov- 
ernment hai  been  so  grotaly  cheated  in  this  contract. 
He  infarma  ui  that  i^real  prudence  and  economy  was  ob- 
aerred  in  making  the  contract  by  the  late  Secretary  of 
Slate,  (Ur.  Livingston,]  who  ii  a  man  of  very  luperiar 
political  infarmation;  aa  well  ai  an  accomplished  scholar, 
pna«B9ing  the  (ineat  order  of  literary  altainroeni*.  Th» 
solves  the  riddle. 

I  have  a  most  exalted  opinion  of  th«  Imlenli,  the  in- 
tegrity, and  the  pure  and  undeflled  republicanism,  of  the 
gentleman  spoken  of.  It  slnwl  by  him  in  the  times  that 
tried  men'a  soulsi  he  was  one  of  (he  foriorn  hope  in  I79B, 
that  laid  bare  his  arm  against  arlstocnicy;  and  (he  god  of 
political  battles  enabled  him,  with  his  small  band,  to 
prevail.  They  planted  the  lUndard  of  republicanism 
upon  the  rsmparts  of  the  constitutioni  where,  I  hope,  it 
will  wave  triumphantly  rorever.  But,  sir,  if  1  were  about 
to  engage  in  »  contract  in  any  of  Ihe  business 


ing  out  of  them,  who  can  take  you  by  a  luminous  path 
through  the  whole  circle  of  aciences,  but  who  will  lead 
yoa  into  a  cjuagmire  ai  aoon  as  Ihe  purchase  of  a  pig  or  a 
lamb  is  the  subject  of  action,  are  the  Isst  men  in  all 
Christendom  that  I  should  select  to  make  a  coniratit  for 
me.  If  you  employ  one  of  them  to  trade  a  borse,  a  eom- 
mon  countryman  will  cheat  him  out  of  one  half  of  the 
value  of  the  animal.  If  you  employ  them  to  contract 
for  the  publication  ofa  few  books,  they  will  get  cheated 
out  of  hair  a  million  of  dollars,  aa  the  Secretary  was 
in  this  instance  by  the  original  conlr«ct.  If  you  employ 
them  to  negotiate  about  ■  boundary  line,  they  will  get 
efaeated  out  of  a  tract  of  oountry  ai  large  as  all  Tezaa^ 
as  WB1  doneiiy  Ihe  Florida  treaty  in  1819.  Thia  serves 
to  convince  us  at  once  that  they  cannot  deaeend  from 
their  high  literary  cogiiaiions,  and  mix  with  ua  mortals  in 
theeomman  spheres  oflife  toasufBcient  extent  to  under* 
stand  any  thing  about  contracts.  There  are  many  peo- 
ple in  this  world  who  have  all  sorts  of  sense  but  common 
sense,  which  is  muoli  the  most  useful  to  nine  tenibt  of 
the  human  family.  Those  persona  who  hsve  no  oppor- 
tunities to  acquire  mare  than  a  common  education,  who 
acquire  their  worldly  substance  by  Ihe  toil  of  their  hands 
and  the  sweat  of  their  hrows,  (although  they  may  not 
bare  been  raised  at  the  feet  of  GamalieF,  nor  descended 
fhHn  pirenta  who  rolled  in  wealth  and  splendor,  who' 
fared  sumptuously  every  day,  who  could  paas  their  chil- 
dren through  the  achooli.  academies,  and  colleges,  and 
flniih  with  a  diploma  marked  with  the  insignia  or  initials 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Dnotor  of  Divinity,  kc,  inscribed 
with  Bucli  flourishes  as  to  lufTiiotfl  a  common  country- 
man in  any  attempt  to  pronounce  them,)  yet,  air,  these 
men  know  the  value  of  the  properly  they  have  acquired 
by  their  labor  moat  accurately,  and  are  at  all  times  ready 
to  place  a  proper  estimale  upon  the  value  of  property  or 
the  value  of  labor.  Notwilhatanding  Ihey  might  not  he 
enabled  to  apall  the  word  Cnngreas  without  beginning 
with  a  K,  they  have  a  fund  nf  common  sense,  acquired 
by  the  study  of  men  and  things,  added  to  a  close  obaer. 
vance  of  the  ordinary  tranaaciiona  of  life,  which  never 
can  be  found  In  the  books,  nor  yet  in  seminariei  of  edu- 
cation. These  are  the  people  totnake  prudent  coniraota 
fur  you.  The  Government,  in  this  comracl,  made 
through  the  medium  of  the  literati,  has  been  vastly 
iitermcbed.      Tes,  sir,  «  contract  bM  been  fastened 


down  upon  us,  by  which  near  half  a  million  of  dollars  is 
now  claimed  for  these  books,  although  not  one  of  them 
has  issued  from  the  press.  One  gentleman,  who  was  a 
member  of  Congress  at  the  passage  of  this  law,  baa  sold 
his  interest  in  it  for  ten  dollar^  when,  at  the  same  time.  It 
will  coat  the  Government  about  three  hundred  to  print  and 
publish  it{or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  the  contractor*  for 
doing  it.  Thia  ia  a  description  of  economy  which  I 
hope  the  Lord  will  deliver  us  Tram  shonty.  It  was  said 
in  argument  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachussetia,  (I 
always  listen  to  that  gentleman  with  pleasure,]  that  nol- 
withatanding  the  wolfing  of  the  contract  might  seem  to 
limit  the  contractors  to  the  documentary  hiitory  of  the 
Revolution,  yet  they  might  fairly  incorporate  matter  going 
far  antecedent  to  the  lime,  by  way  of  collecting  materials, 
tracing  Ihe  causes  and  efFectawbiehledtii  the  Revolutiont 
that  Chiefjust'ice  Harshall,  in  writing  the  Life  of  Waib- 
inglon,  wrote  a  whole  volume  which  waa  entirely  intro- 
ductory to  the  main  biilory  of  one  man  onlyi  and  that 
the  publishers,  in  this  instance  might  write  many  vol- 
umes,-where  a  host  of  heroes  were  concerned,  and  in 
arranging  the  many  incidenta  and  transactians  which 
happened  antecedent  to  and  led  to  the  Revolution.  If 
this  doctrine  be  correct,  the  history  might  commence  at 
magna  charts,  when  the  sturdy  Englishmen  took  the 
sword  in  one  hand  and  their  honor  in  the  other,  and  ef- 
fected a  revolution  which  sained  strength  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  revolution  of  1G8S,  by  the  protection  of 
rights,  and  in  manyother  instances,  butwss  never  finally 
eonaummaied  until  the  glorious  achievement  of  Ameri- 
can independence.  Such  a  course  as  this  might  en- 
able the  publisher!  to  awell  the  work  to  five  hundred 
volumea  instead  of  twenty,  and  by  this  process  bank- 
rupt the  Treasury. 

It  has  been  strongly  insisted  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Maasaeliutetis,  Rhode  litand,  and  Georgia,  that  thia  con- 
tract cannot  he  reM:inded(  that,  tike  thebwsof  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  italterethnot)  that  it  would  be  a  stain  upon 
thehonor  of  the  Government  to  rescind  it.  And  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maasacliusetts  alleges  that,  in  Ihis  caae,  if  it 
were  five  milliona,  he  would  not  he^tate  to  fulfil  the  con- 
tract, any  more  than  if  it  were  for  five  dollars;  that  one 
of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  this  oontract  was  given  was 
long  a  elerk  in  thia  House,  waa  a  clerk  at  the  time,  and 
that  he  is  advanlageoudy  known  as  a  gentleman.  Be  it 
SO)  I  know  nothing  of  the  gentleman)  I  have  never  seen 
him,  to  my  knowledge,  and,  consequently,  have  neither 
partialities  for  nor  prejudices  agiinal  him. 

But  this  much  I  do  know,  from  some  little  experienoe 
[  have  had  in  legislative  bodies,  that  sometimes  these 
clerks  become  very  popular  amongat  the  members;  they 
pas*  to  and  fro  amongst  them,  and  render  many  little 
services.  Sometimea,  in  a  convenient  ante-rooni,  there 
may  be  some  cool,  wholesome  water  to  drink)  and  the 
member*  are  invited  in.  The  corelusion  is,  that  ihi* 
clerk  is  a  very  clever  fellow;  and  by  these  and  other 
little  attentions  the  clerk  gels  the  contract,  the  members 
the  books,  and  Uncle  3am  is  taxed  with  the  costai  so 
ends  the  farce.  I  do  not  know  that  any  aueh  thinga 
happened  here,  for,  as  Anthony  said,  I  suppose  they 
were  all  honorable  meni  I  therefore  will  vote  to  rescind 
this  contract.  I  am  told  that  the  material*  for  the  first 
and  second  volumes  are  collected,  digested,  and  ar- 
ranged, lam  perfectly  wiiUng  to  pay  for  them,  and 
stop.  If  the  undertakera  ahall  aulfer  any  damage*  by 
the  reaaon  of  the  contract  being  rescinded,  1  am  willing 
iDvote  them  a  liberal  compensation  for  the  time,  trouble, 
and  expense,  they  have  spent  or  incurred.  This,  be- 
between  nation  and  nation,  individual  and  individual,  is 
the  law  all  over  the  world.  A  man  may  refuse  to  com- 
plete his  contract,  and  conclude  to  pay  the  damages  in- 
cident thereupon.  It  is  frequent  in  all  nations.  I  will 
call  one  iiwtance  to  Ihe  recollection  of  the  gentleman 
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tnm  llMuchuMtii,  vhich  perhipi  in*;  change  hit  opin- 
ion in  rtgtrd  lo  >ny  diihonar  being'  itlkched  to  the  Got. 
emnteni,  if  Ihis  contract  ii  niipended  in  iti  Turther  pro- 

KH.  ir  I  remrmber  ri^tly,  the  treat]>  made  with 
nee,  during  the  American  Revolution,  bound  thii 
Oorernraeni  in  an  uffeniive  an<l  derenaire  treaty  irith 
Pnncr,  lo  defend  tint  Oovernment  with  men,  money, 
Ilc,  igainil  all  the  enemies  of  France.  ARerward^  in 
General  Washinjcton'*  iLme,  when  John  Adimi  wai  a 
member  of  the  Government,  France  called  upon  thii 
OoverniDcnt  to  fuilil  her  contract*,  and  aid  her  in  tha 
war  she  then  waged — the  moat  aolemn  of  any  contract 
that  could  be  entered  into  by  mankind,  and  by  which 
our  independence  wia  •eeurMJ,  ex'wted  in  Ihii  treaty. 
Did  General  Waihingion  and  hii  Cabinet  think  it  «■> 
diahonorabk  tu  decline  fulfiling  it/  France  complained 
aa  loudly  then  ai  the  gendenwn  front  UanaehBaetta  doei 
now  about  a  breach  of  bith,  of  diihonor,  and  what  nott 
but  General  Wathinpon,  John  Adama,  and  the  great 
men  of  Ihoae  timei,  who  were  atMCinted  in  the  cabinet, 
abiolulely  refiiaed  to  fiiliil  Ihe  treatyi  and  if  the  gentle- 
man from  HaanchuMlti  conndera  that  thi*  waa  diahon- 
orable,  i  hop«  it  will  not  be  put  in  Ihia  hook,  that  ia 
about  to  be  preocd  upon  uaand  Ihe  world  in  the  prraent 
cate.  But  I  am  tdd  by  the  honorable  raeniben  of  thi* 
Haiiae  that  tlieae  undertakers  represented  that  Ihe  work 
could  be  done  for  one  fuurth  of  what  is  nnw  demanded. 
If  so,  there  was  a  fraudulent  representation  by  Ihem, 
fur  which  the  contract  ought  lo  be  act  asidei  and,  by 

Eying  them  a  reaaonible  remuneration  fur  damage  or 
«,  there  is  neither  dishonor  nor  injuilice.  Two  or 
three  hundred  thouaand  dollars  or  more  may  he  saved 
to  the  Government  by  it,  and  injury  inflicled  upon  none. 
If  a  nation  refuaeslo  comply  with  a  treaty,  nolhing  mare 
than  reasonable  indemnity  is  expected  or  demanded: 
these  undertakings  tiand  upon  no  belter  ground. 

The  Breendment  of  Hr.  CARTER  wat  then  rejected 

The  queation  recurred  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
nitlee  of  ihe  Whule  in  their  report,  beinr  to  strike  out 
Ibe  elauoei  and  it  was  further  debated  by  Hr.  PATTOK, 
(who  objpcted  to  the  appropriation  at  this  lime  on  the 
ground  that  it  waa  an  advance  lo  the  parties  before  the 
completion  of  the  work  for  which  it  is  appmprliitrd,) 
Mr.  THOMPSON  «r  South  Carolina,  Hr.  CAVE  JOHN- 
SON, and  Mr.  TOUCEV. 

Mr.  TOUCEV  then  offered  a  proviso  lo  the  following 
dTect:  ■■  Protidtd,  The  aame  shall  not  be  disburaed  be- 
fore Ihe  delivery  of  the  first  volume  of  such  work,  nor 
if  such  volume  ahill  eonlain  any  documents  anterior  lo 
the  restrictive  meaaurca,  or  any  unimpoilant  documents 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Slale,  ought 
not  lo  be  inserted  therein)  nor  tmlcat,  in  Ihe  opinion  of 
that  ofltcer,  such  volume  shall  not  be  in  alrict  conformity 
with  the  contract)  which  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ooncurrriog  wilh  the 
Committee  oi  Ihe  Whole,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Teas  85,  naya  93. 

Bo  the  clause  wai  not  stricken  out. 

Ur.  CAHBRELENO  moved  a  reduotivn  of  ft.OOO  In 
Ihe  clause  appropriating  the  laisrica  of  officert.  Ice,  of 
Wisconain  Territory,  pursuant  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses  for  establishing  the  Gov- 
ernment oF  said  Territory)  whieb  was  agreed  to. 

TERBITORIAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  WISCONSTN. 
[Mr.  PaTToir,  from  Ihe  commitlee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  Hnuae  on  the  disagreement  of  the  Iwo 
Bouses  on  the  bill  to  eatabllsh  Ihe  Territorial  Govern- 
ment of  Wisconsin,  made  a  report  that  the  joint  eom- 
mitlcB  had  agreed  to  lecomniend  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  disagreement.  The  bill  in  queilion  was  • 
Senate  biU|  anieiuled  by  the  House  in  reduciog  the  sala- 


..._  returned  from  Ihe  Senate  to  the  Bouse,  a 

by  a  message  ststing  that  they  bad  receded  from  theit 

diaagreement.] 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuisBiT,  Afsik  19. 
DEP03ITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  Ihe  House  to  resume  the  consider*- 
tion  of  ilie  resoluiion  tubmilted  heretofore  by  hi*  col- 
league, [Mr.  DaoKBOOLi  ]  He  wished  to  have  an  op* 
portunity  to  conclude  hia  remarks  on  that  aubject,  and 
to  reply  lo  a  scurrilous  attack  made  upon  him  in  Ihe 
newspapers.  He  ihnuld  detain  the  Hnuae  but  a  liUle 
timet  but  what  he  had  to  say  he  wished  to  say  now. 

Mr.  DRUHGOOLE  added  his  request  to  that  of  bi* 
colleague. 

By  general  content,  the  House  then  proceeded  to  enn- 
■ider  the  following  reaolutiun,  heretofore  submilled  hf 
Hr.  llBowooDLa. 

Renhtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  Ihis  House  full  ipfcirmalion  of 
the  mode  and  manner  of  telecllng  banks  in  the  several 
StatesorTerrilorieifurthedepnsiteof  Ihe  public  money 
of  the  United  Slate«i  of  all  conlracU^  agreemenis,  or 
stipulations,  entered  into  with  said  banks  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  said  maneyaithat  Ihe  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treat' 
ury  also  stale  what  i^nla  have  been  employed,  lh« 
nature  and  extent  of  Iheir  agency,  and  the  e^mpenialicn 
which  luch  agcnta  have  reeelvrd  in  any  w>y  from  Ihe 
Onvernment  of  the  United  Stales)  and  that  he  also  ttat* 
what  ofBcers  or  agents  on  Ihe  part  of  ssid  banks  have  in 
sny  way  parlicipaled  or  been  instrumental  in  Ihe  forma- 
tion of  any  luch  cnntracts,  agreements,  or  atipulalioiM^ 
concerning  Ihe  depoaile  and  lafe  keeping  of  taid  moneys 
in  said  banks. 

The  question  being  on  the  irwiion  of  Mr.  Wiir  to 
amend  Ihe  rrtolutlon  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  Resolved,"  and  inserting  ihe  following: 

That  a  aetrct  committee  be  appninttJ,  with  power  l« 
send  fi.r  persona  and  papers,  to  inquire  into  Ihe  mode  or 
agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  depotite  for  the  public 
monryt  the  canlracla  wilh  Ihe  Treasury  Department,  by 
which  ihey  are  regulated)  Ihe  manner  in  which,  and  ih« 
peraonn  by  whom,  sucb  contracts  arc  or  have  been  midet 
into  all  correspondence  whatsoever  touching  contract* 
for  the  depoaile  of  the  public  mnneyi  and  into  all  eoH- 
nexion  or  relation,  official  or  unofHcial,  vhieh  eiiits,  or 
has  existed,  between  any  person  or  persona  and  the 
Treasury  Deparlment,  or  between  ihem  and  the  de- 
poaile banks,  or  any  indivMuals  or  banks,  touching  the 
custody  and  the  control  and  depoaile  nf  the  public  iDoneTi 
or  between  any  department  of  Ihe  Executive,  and  any 
individual  or  individuals  or  banks,  touching  the  disburse* 
menls  of  the  public  money,  appropriated  or  unappro- 
priated by  laW)  and  into  Ihe  amount  of  compensation 
of  any  nr  sll  agents  whatsoever,  ofEcial  or  unofliciali 
connected  with  the  said  Depanment  or  said  banks, 
touching  the  disbunetnent,  safe  keeping,  or  depoailCt 
of  the  public  money)  and  that  said  commillee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  atherwiae. 

Mr,  WISE  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  tup- 
port  of  his  motion,  as  given  in  exienao  heretofore. 

When  Mr.  Wisa  had  concluded,  Mr.  Piitoh  and  Hr. 
DaaiiaDOLX  both  rising  netrly  at  Ihe  same  time,  th« 
SriAKiK  gave  the  floor  to  Hr.  PEYTON,  who  addressed 
ibe  House  aa  follows: 

Hr.  Speaker:  Courtesy  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, the  mover  of  the  retolution,  would  seem  to  re* 
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quire  that  I  ihould  yield  the  floor  to  him.  Under  ordi- 
twry  oirc!un»t*ncei  I  would  bsTC  no  henl*lion  in  doing 
io.  Much  ii  due  to  courteijr  between  memberiu  But 
gnteful  to  mf  feelinii;*  u  it  certainly  vould  be,  to  yield 
to  ill  luggertiona,  I  yet  wt  ■  higher  value  upon  the  free- 
don  of  diiouMon  in  thia  hall.  Highly  aa  I  regard«our- 
t«sy,  I  yet  love  liberty  more.  What  little  I  have  tj  My 
on  thia  lubject  I  know  full  well  moat  be  nid  no*'  or 
never.  I  luive  wiineMed  of  late  too  many  public  ezecu- 
tiotw  here.  I  have  aeen  too  Aiany  alrokea  of  that  fuillo- 
ttne  of  the  party,  the  prevlont  quealion,  not  to  know  and 
feel  that  it  la,  at  thia  moioenl,  auspended  orer  my  head. 
Sir,  a  qiieation  of  more  vital  importance  than  the  prea- 
enl,  InvolvinK,  h  it  doe*,  the  integrity  of  public  function- 
•Tie^  and  the  aafety  of  the  entire  ireaaure  of  the  coun- 
try, haa  never  been  preaented  to  thia  Hoiwe,  or  to  thia 
nation.  When  went  there  by  a  time,  since  the  Grat 
datrn  of  civilization,  that  auch  ehti^ea  >ere  made  a^inat 
public  officen,  and  supported  by  aueh  pregnant  circum- 
Wancei  of  fuill,  without  Ihe  exiMenee,  ay,  air,  and  (be 
eserciae,  of  the  pover  to  bring  them  to  trial,  or  at  leaM 
t«  investigate  their  conduct!  When,  on  a  recent  occa- 
^n  in  the  BritJBh  Parliament,  the  reputation  of  Mr. 
O'Connell  was  aaiailed,  lie  demanded  an  inveMiKalion 
Into  the  charges  againit  him,  by  a  enmmittee  of  the  Houie 
of  Coramona.  He  asked  for  "  a  fair  field  and  no  favor." 
He  requested  but  three  days  for  prepanilioni  and  even 
for  dniring  thia  delay,  he  received  nam  Lord  Stanley  a 
•evere  and  pointed  rehukei  he  wa*  told  that  an  honor- 
able man,  when  asaaited,  should  not  desire  one  hour's 
deby,  but  should  be  ready,  at  all  times,  to  submit  hii 
conduct  to  tha  strictest  scrutiny. 

The  wise  and  vlHuous  Cato  waa  required  to  render  a 
full  account  of  all  the  moneys  which  he  had  collected  at 
Cypru^  notwithstanding  his  book*  and  BCcountB  were  in- 
volved in  the  eanBagration  of  the  veiael  in  which  they  em- 
barked for  Rome.  Pompey  the  Great,  when  charged.  In 
connexion  with  Cxaar,  with  embesiling  the  public  trei*. 
lire,  was  compelled  to  By  from  I{ame,and  to  seek  refuge  in 
tbe  camp  of  his  imputed  partner  in  guill  in  the  remote 
pravinee  ol  Oiul.  Even  Verrea,  the  tyrant  of  Sicily, 
tbe  plunderer  of  that  beautifiil  but  devoted  island,  who, 
in  the  mere  wintonness  of  lawlesa  power,  could  strip  and 
Boourge  a  Roman  cititen,  bind  him  on  the  brazen  horae, 
jrea,  sir,  nail  him  to  a  croat  erected  on  the  shores  of  the 
•ra,  in  right  of  Uie  coast  of  Italy,  In  the  right  of  Rome, 
(that  land  of  privilege  and  exemption  from  illegal  pun- 
ishment,) even  this  cruel  tyrant,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
power,  could  not  resist  tbe  c1in»ri  of  one  man,  who,  in 
the  streets  of  Syracuse,  chained  hiro  with  embeziling 
the  public  money.  Apronius,  a  man  of  Infamous  life 
and  character,  was  hii  principal  instrument  in  extorting 
from  the  poor  husbandmen  of  Sicily  the  hard  camtnga 
of  their  honest  industry.  This  unprincipled  tool,  when 
reproached  with  Ihe  cruelty  of  his  exaclionp,  scrufiled 
not  to  say  that  the  chief  shsre  of  its  proceeds  treat  into 
the  private  cofrerBH>f  the  Prxlor. 

Well,  sir,  it  sppeara  that  even  Verrei^  powerfiil  and 
unprincipled  a<  he  was,  wt*  constrained  (o  submit  his 
conduct  to  investigation.  And,  sir,  can  you,  dare  you, 
refitse  to  do  that,  when  called  for  by  a  representative  of 
tha  Amenoan  people,  which  (his  tyrant  was  forced  to 
aeeord  to  the  demands  of  an  obscure  citizen  of  Syracuse  F 
Verve*  sppointed  the  judges.  And  whom  did  he  select? 
Bia  phyaician,  hi>  looChssyer,  and  hia  crier!  And,  sir, 
e*B  you  not  give  m  for  judges  your  physician,  your 
aoothiayer,  and  your  crier?  His  accuser  insiaied  that 
the  trial  should  take  place  before  the  magislrales  of  Sy- 
racuse, or  be  referred  to  the  tribunals  of  Home.  We, 
too,  would  prefer  to  have  Romaiu  on  this  committee. 
But  Verres  declared  that  he  would  not  trust  a  cause 
wbioh  involved  his  reputation  to  any  but  his  friends. 
Will  you  be  toore  MremI  of  Whitney'*  reputation  thaa 


Verre*  wa*  of  hi*?    Can  we  not  even  get «  eonunitte*, 
oomposed,  ss  we  know  it  will  be,  of  a  najarily  of  hia 

Verres  used  to  boeat  that  he  had  money  enough,  the 
prooeeda  of  his  lawless  exactions,  to  aereen  him  froiB 
any  impeachment.  Tlieaoiount  of  thcae  exactioiMmay 
be  conceived  of  from  Ibe  fact  that  one  of  his  clerks  re- 
alized, by  commissions  aloiw,  ten  thousand  pounda  in 
one  year.  What  the  commissions  of  Whitney  may  be  wa 
can  only  conjecture.  That,  aa  well  a*  Ihe  nature  of  hia 
connexion  generally  with  the  deponte  bank*,  ia  the  in- 
formation  sought  for  by  my  friend  from  Virginia.  WW 
it  be,  can  it  be,  reliuedr  If  it  be,  then,  indeed,  are  the 
words  of  Ibe  poet  verified,  when  be  said: 


And  th«  itTDEig  lai 
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Sir,  when  avarice  assumed  the  place  of  honorable-am- 
bition, it  waa  more  fatally  ominous  of  the  decline  of  Ro- 
man liberty  than  the  Bight  of  birds  or  the  responses  of 
oraelei.  The  prevalence  of  this  sordid  aplrit  enabled 
Verres  to  increase  his  wealth  and  augment  his  power, 
by  Ihe  open  and  shameleaa  sale  of  offices.  Tea,  air,  the 
public  ofBoes,  no.  matter  how  previously  dispoaed  of, 
whether  by  lot  or  the  free  sufTrages  of  the  people,  were 
arbitrarily  sold  by  him,  to  his  own  creatures,  for  base 
lucre!  Even  the  priesthood  of  Jupiter,  the  most  sacred 
and  honorable  of  all.  was  impioully  made  the  object  of 
bargain  and  sale!  The  people  reOMnstratcd  against  it 
as  a  sacrilegioua  violation,  alike,  of  their  law*  and  at 
their  religion.  The  law  required  that  tickets,  oorA- 
spending  to  the  number  of  candidates,  should  be  depoa- 
ited  in  an  urn,  arvd  that  he  whose  name  was  first  drawn 
should  be  the  prieat.  Verrel,  eomplying  with  the  let- 
ter of  the  Uw,  cauaed  the  name  of  hi*  favorite  to  be  writ- 
ten on  each  ticket,  although  there  were  two  other  can- 
didate*, and  thereby  aeeured  hia  election-  Sir,  a  atri. 
king  analogy,  drawn  from  our  recent  hiitory,  occura  to 
my  mind.  In  the  Baltimora  convention,  how  many  rume* 
were  written  on  Ihe  ticket*,  and  put  into  the  box,  for 
the  highest  offiee  known  to  the  Anteriean  peopleF 

Rul,  ur,  to  proceed  with  the  parallel  wfaieh  I  have 
been  drawing.  When  Sicily,  aa  with  one  voice,  implored 
the  young  Tully,  then  comparatively  olMcure  and  undis- 
tinguished, to  undertake  the  prosecution  of  Verre*,  ira- 
pefled  by  a  senae  of  duly  and  love  of  justice,  he  yielded 
to  their  solicitations.  But,  unexpectedly,  there  sprang 
up  a  competition  for  the  prosecution,  in  the  person  of 
one  CacciKu^  a  friend  and  former  subordinate  of  that 
scourge  of  Sicily.  Cicero,  however,  shook  him  off  euily, 
alleging  that  the  prosecutor  in  such  a  cause  should  be 
chosen,  not  lelf-consti luted — "  one  whom  Ihe  people  de- 
sired, and  the  criminal  dreaded."  Sir,  I  aak  the  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia  (Hr.  D.)  by  what  right,  with  what 

iiropriety,  can  he  inlerpore  between  the  aceuaed,  his  po. 
Itical  friend,  and  hi*  colleague,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  "whom 
Ihe  country  desire*,  and  the  criminal  dreads,"  at  prose- 
cutor' I  do  n'lt  impeach  the  motivea  of  that  honorable 
gentleman.  I  do  not  charge  him  with  attempting,  like 
Ccciliui,  to  get  the  cause  into  his  own  hands,  that  he  msy, 
betray  it.  I  hope,  sir,  nay,  I  know,  that  he  stands  far 
above  auch  an  imputation.  But  why  should  he  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  eollesgue,  and  attempt  Id  wp- 
planl  him  in  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry? 

Sir,  tny  friend  From  Virginia  ihould  not  be  diseoura. 
ged,  but  rather  itimuUled,  by  these  difficulties.  In 
undertaking  the  cause  against  Verre^  the  young  ttomsn 
had  to  contend  against'the  influence  of  the  Scipio*  and 
the  Hetelli,  the  moat  powerful  families  of  Rome,  and  to 
encounter  Mortensiut,  at  that  time  unrivalled  ss  an  ora- 
tor, and  universally  regarded  as  king  of  the  forum. 
In  Sicily,  whither  he  went  to  procure  testimony,  and 
prepare  hit  cause  for  trial,  he  taw  Ibe  gilt  ilatue  of 
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Verrei  ■landing  before  him  in  the  Senate  chamber  a( 
SyrecuM.  He  KociTCil  the  moat  marked  indifnilie* 
rrom  ihe  Prxtor  Uelellui,  who  employed  all  the  power 
of  hu  stalion  in  obatructing  Lis  inquiriea.  At  Henina, 
Ihe  repoailory  of  the  plunder  ofVerrea,  he  waa  even 
expcned  to  personal  danger,  and  received  from  the  crea- 
lurea  of  the  plunderer  luch  indignitiei  aa  had  nerer  be- 
fore been  offered  to  a  Roman  ciiiien  when  abroad  in  the 
public  ierviee.  Yet,  when  he  produced  the  evidence 
which  he  bad  collected,  Hortenaiua  abandoned  hia  client 
in  deipair,  and  Verrea  went  into  voluntary  exile.  Such 
waa  the  fate  awarded  in  Rome,  even  in  the  days  of  ita 
declining  liberty,  to  (he  plunderer  of  hia  counlry'a  treas- 
ure, thou|;h  aought  to  be  upheld  by  the  high  in  rank 
and  place.  Far  a  time  the  young  Tully  waa  denounced 
and  calumniated.  Bui  hia  country  did  him  eventual 
jualicet  and  hia  name  has  been  handed  down  to  poateri- 
ly,  aaaooiated  with  all  that  ia  ennobling  in  patriotiioi, 
and  all  that  ia  reustless  in  eloquence.  Sir,  in  afterlimea, 
when  the  petty  pasaiona  and  interests  of  the  preaent  ahall 
exist  no  longer,  and  paaalng  eventa  live  only  an  the  pages 
of  histoiy,  the  same  honors  will  be  bealoved  on  the 
memory  of  my  friend  from  Virginia.  Posteriiv  will  re- 
gard him  as  one  "  whom  neither  money  could  corrupt, 
nor  power  lejrify." 

But  what,  sir,  doea  the  resolution  before  ua  propose? 
Nothing,  absolutely  nothing.  Nothing  more  than  whut 
we  already  know.  Nothing  but  what  baa  already  been 
eommunicated  to  [hia  Houae  by  the  bead  of  (he  Depart- 
menl.  The  Secretary  lelJj  ui,  through  the  Globe,  (for 
ifcpeaks  by  authority,^  that  he  wlshea  the  invetti^aiion 
to  be  made  in  Ihe  precise  mode  propoaed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  further  informs  us,  through  (he 
same  medium,  thai,  if  desired,  he  wilt  send  us  a  copy  of 
(be  former  answer!  Where  ia  the  necesaity  of  a  copy* 
Why  not  turn  to  Ihe  original?  Sir,  what  a  mockery  is 
this!  Shall  we,  the  repreientalives  of  the  people,  so  fir 
abase  ourselvea,  and  degrade  our  conatituents,  aa  to 
prosecute  such  an  inquiry  in  the  manner  preacribed  to 
us  by  the  accused?  Apply  to  Ihem  to  furnish,  at  their 
diacretion,  upon  honor,  and  nut  upon  oath,  such  evi- 
dencea  of  guilt  aa  (hey  may  have  upon  record?  I  put  it 
to  the  gentleman,  as  a  lawyer,  (and  he  is  an  eminent 
one,)  if  this  amounts  to  any  thingi  If  it  is  nut  a  wanton 
waste  of  the  time  of  this  House,  a  trifling  with  its  digni- 
ty? An  inquiry  is  proposed  into  imputed  malveraationa 
of  public  agents,  and  we  are  gravely  aiked  lo  call  upon 
the  agents  Ihrmselvea  lo  furnish  us  official  recorda  of 
their  guill!  Does  any  gentleman  suppose  that,  if  (here 
be  fraud  or  corruption,  the  evidences  of  it  will  be  found 
among  the  archives  of  (he  Department?  Sir,  such  an 
inquiry  ^k'ou1d  be  more  than  unavailing,  worse  than  use- 
less. Raise  a  committee,  invest  them  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papern,  let  the  witnrssea  be  exam- 
ined upon  oath,  let  Ihe  whole  matter  be  fully  and  freely 
and  searchingly  investigated,  and  then  we  may  expect 
that  truth  may  be  arrived  at;  that  the  evidences  of  guilt 


fair,  objectionable,  or  oppressive,  in  this?     My  friend 
from  Virginia  proposes  nothing  more. 

If  the  gentleman  will  examine  the  printed  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  communicated  to  Con- 
gress at  its  lait  Bcasion,  he  will  find  thai  nothing.  In  re- 
lation to  Ibis  matter,  ia  known  by  IhatofRcer,  or  at  least 
nothing  ditcloaed.  That  louice  uf  information,  I  can  as- 
sure Ihe  genileman,  will  certainly  Tuil.  To  lest  hia  sin- 
cerity, then,  to  show  whether  he  is  willing  that  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  this  whole  eubjecl  shall  be  gone  into,  I 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  to  accept  the  resolution  of  his 
colleague,  not  oi  a  aubstitiite,  but  aa  an  amendment  of 
his  own.  If  lie  will  do  this,  I  have  nolbing  more  lo  say. 
If,  with  the  facia  already  before  hia  eyes,  be  refuse.  It 
willamount  lo  a  complete  embargo  upon  the  Iru  U.  Will 


he  accept  of  the  amendment?  [Here  Hr.  P.  paused  for 
a  reply)  none  being  given,  he  proceeded.]  The  gen* 
tteman,  then,  declines  accepting  bis  colleague's  resolu- 
tion aa  an  amendment  of  his  own.  He  is  unwilling  that 
(hia  matter  should  be  investigated  by  a  commtltee!  Sir, 
what>a  spectacle  is  here  presented!  A  member  of  tbia 
House,  to  which  the  constitution  has  confided  the 
guardianship  of  the  Treasury,  auggeats  a  probable  mta- 
nunagement  of  the  public  funds.  He  proposes  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire,  where  is  the  public 
treasure)  to  whatuaea  applied?  ]a  it  in  (he  hands  of  (be 
secret  agents,  the  corrupt  tools,  of  one  man,  and  that  man 
a  candidate  for  the  presidency !  And  (he  proposition  Is 
refused!  ■■Can  this  thing  be,  and  overcome  ua  like  a 
summer's  cloud,  without  our  special  wonder?" 

Sir,  it  is  a  course  like  tbia  that  eoiboldena  auch  men  a« 
Reuben  H.  Whitney.  Backed,  sustained,  and  sup- 
ported, as  he  is,  hi)  impudence  and  effrontery  are  un- 
paralleled. Not  content  with  the  impunity  which  the 
protection  of  his  political  frienda  secures  to  him — not 
content  with  Ihe  shield  of  the  great  Achillea,  behind 
whicb  his  whole  party  are  wont  (o  ensconce  Ihemselvea 
upon  the  least  alarm — not  content  with  denouncing,  in 
the  ofGcial  organ,  my  friend  from  Virginia  as  the  asserter 
of  "abaaefalaehooJ,"  but,  with  the  boldness  of  Catiline 
when  he  entered  the  Roman  Senate,  he  has  dared  to 
came  into  the  galleries,  frowning  defanee  upon  (he 
Representatives  of  the  American  people. 

Look,  for  a  moment,  at  his  power  to  enrich  himself 
at  the  expense  of  others.  He  may  make  his  appearance 
suddenly,  like  a  privateer,  and  levy  contributions  upon 
any  of  the  depoaitc  banks  at  pleasure.  The  directory 
of  such  banks  know  that  upon  hia  breath  is  suspended 
the  continuance  uf  the  public  deposites.  He  has  the 
power  to  say  to  (hem,  "Pay  me  fifty  or  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,"  as  caprice  or  the  amount  of  (he  sum 
in  deposile  may  suggest.  "Observe  secrecy  in  regard 
to  ll;  let  not  even  the  Secrelary  know  it.  It  is  'a  private 
affair'  between  ourselves.  Your  fortunes,  credit,  exiM- 
ence  as  a  corporation,  the  subsiitence  even  of  your 
families,  all  depend  upon  my  will."  Under  the  inBu- 
ence  of  such  a  threat,  which  of  the  deposits  banks  dare 
refuse?  And  doea  nut  every  gentleman  know  that  R. 
H.  Whitney  poasesses  this  power — a  power  more  lo  be 
dreaded  by  thoae  who  fall  under  ila  wilhering  tnnueoca 
than  hostile  fleets  and  armies — a  power  by  which  he  can 
not  only  affect  the  commerce  and  currency  of  the 
country,  raise  or  depreai,  at  pleasure,  the  price  of 
properly  throughout  (be  land,  but  bring  lo  bear  upon 
men  and  communitiea  Ihe  most  odious  ayatem  of  rewards 
and  punishments  for  political  opiniuns,  thereby  anni- 
hilating all  freedom  of  thought  and  action  in  relation  lo 
public  affaira? 

But  it  seems  that  (his  aecret  agent,  fullowing  In  the 
footsleeps  of  hia  master,  is  willing  to  have  an  invesliga- 
tion  into  hia  conduct,  provided  that  be  may  dictate  the 
terms,  and  prescribe  its  form  and  mode!  He  will  gra- 
ciously allow  you  to  Investigate  his  peculations  on  the 
Treasury,  if  you  will  connect  with  (Ue  inijuiry  an  ex- 
amination into  the  truth  of  a  charge  of  perjury,  hereto- 
fore brought  against  him.  In  relation  to  another  transac- 
llun!  Now,  air,  whether  or  not  (he  guilt  of  perjury 
rcs's  upon  his.  soul,  is  a  question  which  does  not  neces- 
sarily come  williiii  the  range  of  this  Inquiryi  thougli  we 
might  very  properly  inquire  into  it,  to  preaent,  in  colors 
f  el  mnre  glaring,  hia  uitsr  unfitness  for  the  anomalous 
yet  highly  Important  agency  with  which  he  ia  now  in- 
trusted. But  whence  the  necessity  of  such  an  investi- 
gation, when  be  admits  that  he  swore  falsely.'  It  iatrue, 
he  contends  that  it  was  innocently  done.  Well,  air, 
might  we  be  far  wrong  in  aupnosing  tbat,.of  the  million* 
oblcb  paased  through  his  hands,  aome  hundred  ihouaanil 
dollars  may  have  innucenlly  atuck  to  hia  fingers? 
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But  llili  imnuiculate  tgent,  it  ttttoa,  a  not  (o  be  ap- 
proiclied!  II'  you  but  (ouch  bim,  tho  p*rty,  like  tlie 
porcupine,  wilh  quilli  erect,  are  up  in  arnw.  Tbey  cry 
out  tliat  it  ii  an  attack  upon  the  Preaident — "  the  venera- 
ble Preildenl!"  In  order  to  ezpoae  the  abaurdily  of 
thia  cry,  I  will  relate  an  anecdole,  and  draw  an  illiittra- 
tion  tram  it.  A  neighbor  of  mine,  miaiing  aonie  of  hii 
corn  e»epy  mornln;;,  fixed  a  ileel-lnp  near  the  cnck 
in  hil  crib  from  whicb  it  wai  evidently  laketi.  The  next 
ttiorninr  he  diicovered  the  ihieFaiaiiding  with  his  arm 
balened  in  the  crib,  an  empty  bag  tying  at  hia  feet,  and 
bis  pony  tied  to  the  feneel  Now,  air,  let  ua  luppoae 
the  crib  to  be  Ihe  Treamiry,  H.  M.  Whitney  w  be  the 
Ihier,  and  my  friend  from  Virgni^>>  tbe  person  who  en- 
trapped him.  Saya  Whitney  to  my  friend,  "Oh,  Lord! 
ho«  you  pinch  the  venerable  Preiident!  Let  ^  tlie 
Preaidenl'a  hand!"  "Well,  but  Reuben,"  rephea  my 
friend,  "beaidea  the  evidence  againit  you,  to  be  drawn 
from  your  preaeni  awkward  predicament — are  nut  the 
bag  and  pony  youra/  Is  not  the  mark  upun  the  bag 
your  mark,  and  the  brand  upon  the  pony  your  brand ^" 
"  True,"  rejoins  Heuben,  "but  Biddle  put  them  tlieret 
'tis  all  a  plot  of  Blddle's  and  Ihe  bank  againit  General 
Jackson!"  Sir  what  a  farce  ia  ihi*  lo  enact  before  the 
American  people!  What  a  miierkble  allempt  to  play 
upon  their  credulilj  !  Will  the  country  alloir  il'  Will 
the  people  submit  to  it  J 

Sir,  why  fear  thia  invealigaliun?  Why  ahould  Whit- 
ney be  acreened.'  A  dund  reats  upon  hia  namei  the 
guilt  of  perjury  has  been  fastened  upon  himj  and  jet, 
without  any  known  cheek,  without  any  legal  reiponsi- 
bilily,  be  IB  employed  in  an  igency  implying  the  very 
highest  pouible  trual  and  confidence.  He  knows  dial  he 
baa  a  powerFul  party  to  rally  around  bimi  thai  those  who 
employ  bim  dare  not  consent  to  a  disclosure  of  the  ob- 
ject of  hil  employment.  But  will  honorable  gentlemen 
bere  connive  at  vich  practiceaF  Why,  air,  through 
means  of  thii  agency,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  gathering  to 
bimaelf  the  moil  formidable  Influence  that  ever  exialed 
in  the  person  of  one  man.  The  wealih  of  Crctiui,  and 
Ibe  military  power  of  Pompey,  were  nnce  brought  lo 
bear  igainst  the  people  of  Rome,  in  their  election  of 
Chief  Btagistratei  and  what  was  the  consequence?  Civil 
war  and  bloodshed!  Ihe  magistrates  corrupted,  or 
dragged,  wounded  and  bleeding,  from  Ihe  arena!  The 
people  hunted  duwn  and  ilaughtered  like  wild  beaaU! 

Through  the  agency  of  Whitney  and  bis  compeeri, 
Ur.  Van  Buren  la  now  bringing  lo  bear  upon  the  Ameri- 
can people  a  treasure  more  immenae  than  ever  filled  the 
coffers  of  Crziua,  and  a  military  influence  more  reiiat- 
leaathan  Pompey  ever  poauased,  even  when  he  returned 
Ihe  conqueror  uf  Hilhridatea,  and  of  the  capital  of  Judea, 
loaded  with  Ibe  spoilt  of  Ihe  eaal,  and  leading  caplive 
princes  in  hia  triumphal  train.  And  yet  the  represenla- 
lives  of  the  people  would  have  it  be  believed  that  there 
ia  no  cau&e  for  suspicion,  much  leaa  for  examination  b; 

Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  and,  in  aaying  it,  I  mean  nothing 
diare>pcctful  lo  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  his  at- 
tempt to  take  thia  matter  out  of  Ibe  handa  of  his  col- 
league  ii  not  sanctioned  by  propiiety.  It  waa  com- 
menced by  his  colleague,  not  a  friend  of  the  accused- 
But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  politicatly,  at  least,  i« 
his  friend.  Beiidet,  hia  resolution,  as  I  have  already 
abown,  calls  fur  nothing  tbal  is  not  already  known, 
while  Ihe  aniwer  to  it,  contrary,  doubtteaa,  to  Ihe  inleo- 
lioni  of  the  mover,  will  be  used  to  gull  anil  deceive  Ibe 
American  people.  Moreover,  «r,  wlih  all  due  deference 
to  Ihe  gentleman's  eminent  abililiei,  1  must  be  permitted 
to  aj  that,  from  hia  comparative  inexperience  on  this 
floor,  he  is  not  as  well  qualified  aa  hit  colleague  to  con- 
duct thia  invcaligttiun. 

Before  resuniinf  tny  seal,  I  beg  Icare  to  »dd  that, 
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through  the  agency  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  uo- 
inlenlional,  no  doubt,  the  action  of  Ibia  House  hai  been 
postponed  or  evaded,  on  queationa  of  vital  interest  lo 
the  Americsn  people.  It  was  through  hia  initrument- 
ality  that  the  executive  patronage  bill,  and  the  joint  res- 
olution proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
were  sent  to  that  dead  sea  of  the  House,  Ihe  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  tiic  stale  of  Ihe  Union,  never  again  to 
be  resuicitaled.  I'be  gentleman,  I  am  sure,  did  not  in- 
tenil  itt  but  the  eflect  of  his  motions  baa  been  to  play  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  party,  who  wish  to  avoid  any  action 
on  those  meaaurea  until  the  close  of  the  preaidentikl 
election. 

One  other  suggestion  before  I  have  done.  Aatranga 
anomaly  is  presented  to  us.  At  a  lime  when  we  are 
without  a  national  debt,  and  posaeas  a  surplus  revenuo 
of  forty  tnillions,  we  see  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be 
the  especial  and  exclusive  dieclplea  of  JeSi-raon  oppo- 
sing every  measure  to  carry  out  hiidoclrines.  Economy 
in  public  eipendilures,  and  llie  accountability  of  public 
agents,  were  cardinal  features  of  his  policy.  He  waa 
for  a  repsrtilion,  likewise,  of  Ihe  surplus  revenue  among 
the  State*.  And  yet  the  Vandal  democrali  of  the  pres- 
ent day  repudiate  the  one  in  practice,  and  denounca 
the  other  aa  tending  to  buy  up  and  corrupt  the  States, 
and  make  them  the  humble  and  suppliant  bene ficiariei 
of  Ihe  Federal  Government.  What,  sirj  buy  up  the 
States  by  returning  what  rightfully  belongs  to  themF 
No)  that  ia  not  the  reason  why  your  surplus  revenue  ia 
not  to  be  dittributed.  It  is  lor  the  same  reason  that 
Ibis  inveailgation  is  refused)  because  it  ia  in  the  bands  of 
Ibe  party,  who  have  used  it  heretofore,  and  will  continua 
to  use  it   for  electioneering  purposes. 

Let  us  look  upon  Ibis  matter  in  Uie  calm  light  of  rea- 
son. A  secret  agent  of  the  OovemmeBt  isebarged  with 
using  (be  public  money  for  corrupt  purposes.  Strong 
preHimptire  evidence  is  adduced  in  support  of  thia 
charge.  An  investigation  is  proposed  into  hia  conduol. 
Slid  that  of  othen  leagued  with  him.  The  accused  fiie«i 
his  frienda  conceal  him.  What  is  the  ioevilahle  infer- 
ence.' I  know  that  there  are  many,  I  hope  a  majority, 
who  have  attached  Ihemeelve*  to  Ibe  party  from  princi- 
ple. To  them  I  appeal.  I  ask  them  aa  men,  high-mind- 
ed men,  if  they  feel  bound,  by  pledges  made  to  their 
constituents,  lo  become  the  intlrumenis  of  concealiDg 
and  protecting  the  plunderer  of  the  public  Treasury/  If 
their  duty  prumpti  them  to  serve  as  the  shield  of  a  man 
charged  with  high  crimes,'  and  who,  if  innocent,  would 
demand  a  trial,  but  who  ahrinkafrom  inveailgation'  Did 
innocence  ever  seek  for  safety  in  aecrecyf  No.  Sba 
comes  out  boldly  and  openly,  and  courts,  demands  in- 
quiry. ■'  Men  love  dafkneaa  rather  than  light"  only 
"  wlien  Ibeir  deeds  are  evil."  1  will  conclude  with  lbs 
expreialon  of  a  hope,  air,  thai  gentlcmea  from  all  sides 
of  the  House  will,  with  one  accord,  vote  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  with  full  power  to  aend  for  per- 
sona and  papers.  The  majority  of  that  eomniittee  will 
be,  doubtless,  selected  from  the  political  frienda  of  the 
accused.  He  cannot,  then,  fear  injustice  at  their  hands. 
If  hiae  clamors  have  been  raised  sgainat  him,  let  them 
be  silenced  forever.  But  if  guilt  be  found  to  exist,  let 
it  be  dragged  forih  into  open  day. 

Ur.  DKOHGOOLB  replied  at  length  to  the  gentle- 
men from  Viif  inia  and  Tennessee,  [Uestrs.  Wiaii  and 
PiiTOB.1  He  expressed  his  surprise  it  the  opposition 
thia  reaolulion  hid  met  with,  si  il  was  a  mere  ordinarj' 
resolution  of  inquiry,  tuch  sa  were  almoat  dally  present- 
ed, and  agreed  to  without  a  question.  Tbe  question 
was  this)  waa  the  information  called  for  in  it  desirabia 
to  be  placed  In  i  he  poaaeation  of  the  Houaof  He  main- 
tained that  it  was  sbsolutely  tssenllal  for  tbe  aclion  of 
the  Houie  upon  Ute  bill  rcguUting  tbe  pttbric  depoiiU*. 
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Hr.  D.  then  contended  that  the  infbrmttion  oiled  for 
WM  full  ind  ■mplci  but  thit,  if  tha  rupoiiK  turned  out 
to  be  unutiifuior^,  hii  collcftgue  might  then  extend  the 
inquiry.  He  denied  mat  unequiTocilly,  in  reply  to  bii 
colleipie,  that  (he  effect  of  Ihi*  reiolution  trould  be  to 
•mother  inquiry  or  to  luppreu  Ihe  truth;  and  he  repel- 
led the  idea  that  he  bad  eooiultedthe  Secretary  of  Ihe 
TrcRMiry  in  draughting  the  reioIutioTit  but  he  vai  un- 
willing to  condemn  him,  or  any  other  officer,  unheard, 
or  wilboul  inTMligation.  Again:  he  waa  not  dispoaed 
to  go  into  the  private  inquiry  embraced  in  the  amend- 
ment of  hit  colleague.  He  could  not  conaent  that  a  rea- 
olulion  aiking  for  Information  from  the  head  of  a  De- 
partment ihould  be  lupplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an 
UKjuiaitorial  comrnitteei  founded,  too,  upon  the  anump- 
tion  ofguill  on  the  part  of  that  officer.  It  would  be  pre- 
judging the  caie,  and  no  good  could  remit  from  it.  But 
Ur.  B'a  resolution  in  no  way  embarraued  the  propo- 
■ition  of  hi*  colleague,  and  the  gentleman  might  con- 
tinue to  urge  it  u  a  distinct  proposition,  either  before 
or  alUr  obtaining  the  required  information.  Hr.  D. 
dwelt  at  length  on  theaabject,  and  concluded  by  hoping 
the  Tcaolution  he  had  mbmitted  would  be  adoptedt  and 
that,  as  soon  a»  practicable,  they  would  act  on  Ihe  bill 
regulating  the  deposilei  of  the  public  money  in  certain 
IomI  banui  to  Jo  which  the  information  called  for  by 
this  resolution  was  essenlialty  necessary. 
After  Ur.  Dboxbdolk  concluded, 
Ur.  PEYl'ON  roie,  he  said,  merely  to  add  a 
words,  by  way  of  making  bimaelf  perfectly  underslood 
by  the  genlleman  from  Virginia,  [Ur.  DaoKeaoLi.]  He 
would  regret  that  the  bonorable  gentleman  should  leare 
bis  seat  under  the  impreanon  IhM  be  had  cast  the  blight, 
eat  shade  of  imputation  on  his  motives.  Far,  very  far, 
from  it,  Hr.  Speaker.  Nothing  could  be  more  conclu. 
■iTe  as  to  the  confiding  innoeency  with  which  the  honor- 
able  gentleman  haa  acted  than  the  reiolution  which  he 
bat  submitted  on  this  subject,  by  which  he,  in  effect, 
nyi  Id  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  "  If  you  liave  re. 
oordrd  your  crimes,  if  you  have  enrolled  your  infamy, 
in  the  Ueparimenii,  do  send  it  to  us,  if  you  please." 
This  is  the  extent  of  bia  inquiry;  no  more.  Why,  air, 
the  gentleman  ia  not  only  honest  himself,  but  thinks  all 
other  men  equally  honeil;  and  I  must  think  the  gentle- 
mao  oonttders  them  a  little  silly  into  the  bargain,  to  ex- 
pect confidently,  as  he  turely  does,  that  they  would  re- 
cord any  thing  leading  to  their  own  crimination,  or  eor 
mnnicale  it,  from  honor,  if  they  had  done  so.  To  tl 
Mme  cause — the  same  unsuspecting  simplicity  of  mind- 
must  be  attributed  the  fatal  motions  which  be  made  wi' 
regard  to  Ihe  executive  patronage  bill,  and  that  for  Ihe 
amendment  of  the  constitution  in  relation  lo  the  eteclii 
of  President  and  Vice  Preudcnt.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  s 
grieved  thus  to  see  an  honest,  creduloua,  confiding  ma 
unversed  in  the  ways  of  this  wicked  world,  thrown  in 
tbia  House  and  this  parly,  to  be  used,  innocently  and  ig- 
norantly  used,  for  such  purposes.  But,  ur,  if  any  thing 
ia  wanting  to  establish  the  gentleman's  claim  lo  fill  and 
complete  innoeency  in  this  whole  transaction,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  tict  that  he  attributed  to  me  a  iliipoticion 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  to  Ihe  consideration  of  the 
bill  regulating  the  depoutes,  when  it  is  notorious  that  1 
oiTcredareaululion  fixing  a  day  certain  fur  the  conud- 
•ration  of  that  bill,  t  have  moved  it — made  a  breikra«l 
■pell  of  it—every  morning  for  six  weeks!  No,  not  every 
Bomingt  about,  upon  an  average,  every  other  morning; 
M  often  at  my  modesty  (for  I  have  a  great  regard  for 
modesty)  would  allow.  Whereas  Ihe  genllemsn  and  his 
friends,  "the  party,"  have  voted  every  morning  against 
fixing  any  dayt  for,  sir,  I  was  willine  that  tiiey  tiiould 
name  Ibe  day  for  ttie  considcratiun  of  the  bill  regulating 
the  depoiites.  Tea,  sir,  these  are  the  facsi;  and  yet  tliat 
(cDlleiaan  honeitly  and  innocenUy  belierea  that  I,  nod 


I  he  and  bia  friend*,  have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart 
A  measure.  This  i*  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  much  so 
that  of  the  Indian.  His  companion  haid  been  shot, 
nbing  a  tree,  by  a  white  man.  They  had  an  investi- 
lion  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian  asked  the  white 
,n  "  why  he  shot  his  friend."  "I  took  him  for  a  bear," 

was  the  reply.     Says  the  Indian,  with  a  stern,  intjuiring 

look,  "  White  man  shoot  an  Indian  up  a  tree,  with  red 
leggin*  on,  for  a  bear?"     "  Yet."     "  Well,  I'm  done." 

1  am  done,  sir. 

Mr.  CAHBRKLGNQ  here  called  for  the  order*  of  the 

day. 

GENERAL  AFPROFRUTION  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  oonsideration  ol  the 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 

expenies  of  the  United  Btatea  for  the  year  1836. 
Aflersome  discussion,  the  Houae  non-concitrredin  the 

amendment  of  thecommittce,  inserting  an  item  of  (1,000 

for  the  iurvev  of  town  lots  in  Qslena. 
Hr.  FULIIeB  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the   vole 

j ust  taken. 

Hr.  RIPLEt  spoke  at  same  length  in  favcr  of  the 

Altera  few  remark*  from  Messrs.  RBTNOLD3  and 
HARDIN,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  question  next  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whoir,  inserting  an  item 
of  (300,000  for  the  Boalon  cuslom-houae, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  clauae  by 
restricting  the  expense  to  the  sum  appropriated. 

After  some  remark*  from  Messrs.  UNDERWOOD, 
LAWRENCE,  ADAHS,  MERCER,  and  CAHBREL,- 
EN6, 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  modified  his  motion,  to  as  to  limit 
the  expense  of  the  building  and  ground  tn  the  sum  of 
f3S0,0M. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  BEED,  HAR- 
PER, SUTHERLAND,  and  MERCER. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nay*,  and  dclef- 
nined  inthe  negative:  Yeas  83,  luyt  SB. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  wat 
then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  A.  H.  8HEPPERD  moved  that  the  Houte  ad> 
journ.     Lost,  b}  a  vote  of  76  to79. 

The  question  being  next  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment  requiring  the 
heads  of  the  several  Departmenli,  and  the  iecretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House,  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, annually,  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  uf  the 
previous  year,  of  the  various  sums  which  have  been  sp- 
propristed  by  Congreie  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  various  Depsrtmenls  and  the  two  Hnusei  of  Con- 
greas,  specifying  the  appropriation,  and  under  il  the  ex- 
penditures, each  article  purchaaed,  the  price  paid,  and 
to  wliom  the  sums  shall  have  been  paid — 

Mr.  A.  K.  SHEPPERU  made  lorae  remarks  in  favor 


Hr.  J.  Y.  MASON  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  the  proposed  work  would  coat  mora  than 
all  the  other  printing  of  Congress;  and  on  the  further 
ground  that  it  was  improper  to  attach  prcvitions  of  this 
kind  loan  appropriation  bill. 

Without  taking  the  question,  on  motion, 

The  Houae  adjourned. 

WirniESDAT,  Afbil  30. 

Mr.  WISE  aaked  and  obtained  Hie    content  of  the 

Houae  to  make  a  tlatemenl  relative  to  a  paragraph  which 

appeared  in  the  Globe  of  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  ibe 

ptoceetUiiKs  of  ibit  Houae. 
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Mr.  W.  M)d  it  wwtd  be  recollected  th*t,  on  Monday 
hit,  ■  gentlemin  from  Utmcbuietls  [Mr.  Rim]  moTed 
the  lutpeMiOTi  of  the  rulei  in  order  to  call  the  States  for 
tbe  pretentation  of  such  petitions  m  ihould  not  be  ob- 
jected to,  nor  provoke  any  diacuMion.  The  Globe  of 
jeaterday  *U(ed,  editorially,  that  be  (Ur.  W.)  objected 
to  the  preientatiun  of  a  petitinn  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
MaMiehuaeita.  Thii,  lo  ftr  from  being  true,  was  ■  total 
perrereion  of  the  fact*  as  they  occurred.  He  did  not 
object  to  that  pet'ttioni  and  the  resaon  that  he  ohjecleJ 
lo  the  preientition  of  a  petition  subaequently  preaented 
by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Itland  waa,  that  the  pre- 
vioua  objection  had  been  made  to  tbe  reception  of  the 
peUtion  offered  by  the  gentleman  frum  Uuiachuaetta, 
and  that  he  eontldered  the  restriction  in  tbe  resolution 
kn  abridjTOent  of  the  right  of  petition. 

He  oferei)  Ibis  cxptanation  because  the  Globe  at- 
tempted lo  eonneet  its  fslse  staleinent  vith  lootber  blse- 
hood,  to  wit,  that  there  waa  an  understanding  between 
him  and  the  ifentteman  from  Vermont  as  to  the  presenta- 
tion by  (hat  gentleman  of  bii  memorial  against  the  ad- 
miMon  of  Arkanaaa.  Any  and  all  intimations,  by  whom- 
aoeter  made,  that  he,  or,  so  far  as  be  Icnew,  any  of  his 
friendih  h*d  any  undentanding,  tacit  oi  expressed,  with 
VKf  geirtlenMD,  here  or  elwwbere,  with  refard  to  the 
intriNhKtkm  of  these  memotial*,  were  ftlse,  nolly  lUse. 
He  knew  not  that  tbe  gentleman  fttaa  Vermont  bad  any 
memorial  oT  thia  kind  to  preaent  Ue  )Md  opposed  tbe 
presentation  and  reception  of  all  abolition  memoriala, 
from  the  eommencemant  of  the  aeiuon.  He  hoped  that 
the  Globe  reportera  would  note  Iheae  remarki,  in  order 
III*!  ibe  Globe  might  record  tbe  eridencc  of  its  baaeness 
in  ita  own  columna. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONOBEBS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  fixing  a  day  for 
the  i4joumment  of  Congren,  waa  taken  up. 

Hr.  THOHA9  prcnimed  thai  gentlEmin  were  rot 
now  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  resolution.  He  would, 
therefore,  in  order  to  reach  other  bills  on  the  Speaker"! 
table,  move  to  Uy  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TVHITTLE.tEYiufcgeitedtbattbe  proper  course 
would  be  to  postpone  the  resolulion  to  some  future  day. 

Ur.  THOMAS  replied  tb*t  tbe  resolution,  if  laid  on 
the  table,  could  be  called  up  at  any  timet  and  •  propo- 
sition to  postpone  would  give  rise  to  a  debate  which 
would  occupy  the  entire  morning  hour. 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  tha  yeas  snd  naya  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  .the  table;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeaa  103,  nays  74. 

8u  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
OHIO  AND  IflCHIGAN. 

A  bill  From  tbe  Senate  (o  establish  the  northern  bound- 
ary line  of  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  proride  (or  the  ad- 
miaiion  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditiona 
Ibcreia  expreseed,  waa  read  twice. 

TIte  qucBlion  being  on  the  engrossment  of  tbe  bill, 
Mr.  MERCER  moved  Ihat  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ibe  Whole  on  tbe  atale  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  THOMAS  said  ho  would  do!  detain  tbe  House 
very  lon^,  to  urge  objections  to  thU  motion.  Every 
member  ■■  doubtless  prepsred  to  vote,  in  tbe  ab*enee  of 
all  explanaliona.  The  aubject-matter  of  this  bill  has 
been  under  consideration  by  the  membera  of  this  House 
since  the  present  seaaion  commenced.  It  ha*  not  been 
actually  before  the  House  for  that  period)  but  in  the  re- 
port* which  have  been  made  in  the  Senate  and  in  this 
Houae,  and  in  incidental  discussion,  nearly  every  mem- 
ber ia  familnr  with  all  the  quealions  touching  the  ad- 
misMon  of  Michigan  into  the  Union.  Neverthelesi',  he 
did  nat  desire  to  prevent  further  discussion.  The  Hoiue 
can,  if  we  refuse  to  the  committee,  besr  discussion  every 
■oming  from  twelve  yMtloae  o'clock.    If  the  bill  be 


committed,  it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  a  majority  of 
the  House  lo  proceed  to  its  considerition  until  all  tba 
appropriation  bills  have  been  finally  disposed  of.  Now, 
ia  it  right  and  proper  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  small 
minority  of  the  House  to  |>ostpone  this  bill  until  near  the 
close  of  the  session^  We  all  know  that  the  inhabitant* 
on  the  territory  over  which  Ohio  and  the  authorities  of 
Michigan  each  claim  jurisdiction  are  in  a  mnst  unenvia- 
ble condition.  They  know  not  to  what  laws  they  are 
subject,  and  have  been  greatly  harassed.  The  Stste  of 
Ohio  has  a  right  to  demand  an  early  decision  of  this. 
The  people  of  Michigan  have  also  strong  claims  on  our 
attention.  They  are  entitled,  through  their  representa- 
tives, to  participate  In  our  legialalion;  and  fae  did  hope 
that  the  House,  without  further  delay,  would  proceed 
to  act  finally  on  a  bill  involving  ao  many  Mrioui  and  - 
grave  questions. 

Mr.  MBRCEIlsdvocated  his  motion,  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  the  proper  course  which  a  bill  of  such  a  char- 
acter required,  and  the  only  place  where  it  could  be  fiilty 

Hr.  REED  contended  that  the  very  principles  of  th« 
Government  demanded  that  they  should  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  billi  ■  bill  affecting  the 
rights  and  interesli  of  every  Stste  In  the  Union.  He  ex- 
prened  his  great  surprise  at  the  opposition  made  to  the 
reference  by  the  f^ntleman  from  Maryland.  Mr.  It. 
was  willing  to  receive  Michigan  into  the  Union,  but  h« 
must  have  light  on  the  subject)  and  he  ventured  to  say 
that  no  preceding  Congress  had  ever  acted  on  a  nibject 
of  this  mannitude  with  such  precipitancy  a*  that  desi- 
red by  tbe  gentleman  from  Maryland- 
Mr.  VINTON  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  thi*  bill 
could  not  be  taken  up  till  the  other  bill  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, now  on  the  Speaker'a  table,  was  first  disposed  of, 
which  bill  was  also  on  its  engrotsment. 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  the  rules  prescribing  tha 
order  of  business,  and  decided  that  the  first  bunness,  on 
the  House  passing  to  the  orders  of  tbe  day,  was  bills  on 
the  Speaker'a  table  on  their  firat  and  second  reading. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that,  by  a  fiilr  construction  of 
that  very  rule,  the  nrat  subject  in  order  would  be  tbe 
other  bill,  of  which  no  diqiontion  hsd  been  madet  and 
hetherefore  eontended  that  that  bill  should  have  been 
first  taken  up.  Mr.  V.  coTiseqiiently  appealed  from  Ibe 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  after  addressing  tlie  Hotise  for 
a  few  minutes,  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  THOMAS,  to  make  an  expUnalioni  and,  pending 
this  question  oforder, 

Mr.  CAMBBBLGNO  called  for  the  apecial  orders  of 
Ibe  day. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaderation  of  the  bill  ma- 
king Bppropriatlona  for  the  civil  and  diplotnstie  service 
for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  waa  on  concurring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  the  following  amendment,  (adopted  on 
motion  of  Hr.  Cav*  JoaMaa>0 

Sec  3.  £ad  be  itfarilitr  tnadtd.  That  it  ahall  be  lb« 
duties  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Treaaury,  of 
the  War,  and  Navy,  Departments,  and  uf  the  Postmaster 
Qencral,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  Houae  of  Representatives,  to  lay  before  Congress 
tlie  first  week  in  Jsnuaryin  each  year,  a  statement  show^ 
ing  in  detail  the  expenditures  of  the  previous  year,  of 
tbe  various  sums  which  may  have  been  appropriated  bj 
Congress  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  their  respective 
Departmenta  and  the  two.  Houses  of  Congress,  specify- 
ing tbe  appropriation,  and  under  it  the  expenditures^ 
each  article  purchased,  the  price  paid,  and  to  whom  the 
same  shall  have  been  paid: 

To  wb'ich  Mr.  A.  H.  Sairrixn  moved  tbe  (bllaw- 
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ing  amendment;  by  interling  after  llie  word  •■  Depart- 
menu,"  where  il  Uit  occuri,  the  wordi  "includinff 
the  coniingcncie*  of  Toreign  inlercourae  and  ■niiiioni 

Mr,  MASON,  of  Virginia,  Mcepled  to  the  whole 
amendment,  on  the  ground  of  Il>e  great  eipenie  thai 
woutil  be  incurred  in  printing  (lie  rrquirement  of  il,  nor 
vai  Ke  asaured  that  an;  benefit  would  remit  from  it. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  contended  Ihat  the  eipenae 
would  cerlainEy  not  exceed  more  than  from  eight  hun- 
dred  to  a  Ihouund  dollars,  and  advocated  hia  amend- 

Mr,  EV&RETT  wa*  in  fa*or  of  both  amrndmenti,  a» 

he  hoped  to  tee  llie  principlei  of  the  original  propoiitian 
applied  to  all  the  conlingent  ejipentei  of  every  depart- 
ment uf  the  GoTernmenl.  At  preaent  there  waa  no 
check  upon  these  cxpenditurca,  but  they  were  left  en- 
tirely to  the  diacrction  of  the  headi  of  Department*.  He 
waa  astured  that  the  contemplated  expenae  would  here- 
after aave  aa  many  thounnds. 

Mr.  HASON,  of  Virginia,  entered  into  a  calculation, 
to  ahow  thai  the  coat  would  be  much  greater  than  the 
■Btimate  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennesseei  probably 
little,  if  at  alt,  lets  than  four  thouaand  dollars.  He 
thought,  alan,  Ihat  it  was  better  toleive  the  subject  ofthe 
contingent  expenditurra  to  the  committeea  of  the  House 
charged  with  tliem,  and  not  cashier  those  committees. 
If  the  amendment  ^ould  be  agreed  to,  there  would  be 
leaa  aafeguards  than  at  present:  f«r  very  few  of  the  two 
hundred  a'ld  forty  members  would  take  the  trouble  to 
wade  llirough  auch  a  volutninoua  mau  of  figures  and 

Itr.  HARDIN  thought  the  adoption  ofthe  propoiilion 
indispensable,  to  prevent  any  improper  expenditure  of 
the  conlin;tent  approprialionst  for  the  olBeera  would  be 
wary  of  the  fund  committed  to  their  ch»r);e,  when  they 
knew  every  item  of  it  was  to  be  printed  and  laid  on  the 
tablea  ofthe  House,  Those  who  nowwialied  to  inveiti- 
gate  this  subject  had  no  riiher  wa;  to  do  it  than  by  going 
to  all  the  aereral  Departmenta  and  biireaui— a  labor 
that  would  consume  not  leas  than  two  months,  from  day 
to  day. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  in  favor  of 
the  amendment)  for  he  contended  ihe  rfTect  of  it  would 
be,  BO  far  from  caahiering  the  committees,  to  cause  them 
to  do  their  duty  with  more  vigilance.  It  waa  known, 
from  experience,  that  acarcely  any  committee,  whose 
duties  required  them  to  go  frequently  to  the  Drpart- 
meiita,  while  they  were  required  at  the  aame  time  to 
attend  the  scasiolit  of  the  House,  did  or  could  perform 
«bat  wai  required  of  Ihrm  a*  a  commiilee.      Bet^dea,  it 

Houaa,  that  the  oflicrn  of  the  Departmenta  should  arnd 
their  reports  lu  llie  House,  instead  of  the  House  sending 
(heir  commiitera  to  tliem.  So  far  from  the  proposition 
bting  an  abolition  of  control,  Il  was  an  extension  of  it, 
and  Jhe  eipenae  was  inconsiderable- 
Mr.  DOKD  remarked  that  the  Committeea  on  the 
Contingent  Expenditiires  were  merely  raised  ai  a  matter 
of  form,  and  rarely  ever  did  any  thing.  lo  fact,  ihey 
■ometimes  never  held  a  single  meeting  in  the  session; 
and   llierefore  this   propoaition  will   be   produclire  of 

Mr.  HARPER  aim  supported  tlie  amendment)  for  it 
would  present  a  check  to  the  expenditurea  of  Ihe  De- 
parlmenlB,  where  none  now  existed.  The  committee* 
scarcely  ever  acted  on  the  aubjrcl. 

Hr.  HAWKS  eonaidered  the  amendment  necessary. 
He  had  been  fur  five  yrara  chairman  of  the  Commiilee 
on  Ihe  Eipendilutea  nf  ilie  Piwl  OHice,  and  during  tlie 


ever  kne 


Hrat  chairman  of  a  Committee  on  the  Exfienditurea  that 
had  ever  even  thought  of  calling  them  together.  These 
committee*  were  never  expected  to  act.  The  amend- 
ment, then,  was  absolutely  indispensable,  and  would 
present  some  check  lo  the  contingent  expenditure*.  Mr. 
H,  adverted  lo  Ihe  extraordinary  hct  that,  in  a  return 
from  the  War  Department,  Ihe  expenses  of  the  West 
Point  Academy  were  ael  down  a*  amounting  to  little 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  while  the 
House  was  called  upon,  from  year  lo  year,  to  appropri- 
ate upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doliara 
for  Ihat  inalitiition. 

Mr.  A.H.  SHEPPERD  addreaaed  the  House  forsoine 
time  in  support  of  this  modification,  and  thought  the 
amendment  ought  not  lo  be  adopted  without  il. 

Mr  ADAHtJ  was  oppoMd  lo  Ihe  modification  to  the 
amendmeni;  for  the  mo«  injurioua  resulU  would  be  Ibe 
inevitable  consequence  of  publishing  the  contingent  ex- 
penditures for  foreign  intercourse  and  misuon*  abroad, 
a  great  portion  of  which  must  neceaaarily  be  ofaaecret 
nature.  He  was  also  opposed  to  it  beeaoae  il  was  incon- 
tislent  with  the  provisions  ofthe  existing  law  prescribinr 
the  duties  of  Ihe  President  of  the  United  States,  aYid 
placing  that  fund  at  hia  disposal.  He  presumed  that  law 
was  csrried  into  effecti  and  if  ao,  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  SnuriBD]  waa  en- 
Mr,  BOND  again  addressed  the  House  ■  short  time  in 
support  ofthe  amendment. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  aa  ihis  wa*  the  last  aoMndment 
of  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole,  and  as  the  debate  on  it 
seemed  to  be  interminable,  he  demanded  the  prerioua 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  NnKh  Carolina,  moved  a  call  of 
Ihe  Hoiite't  which  was  ordered;  and  after  proceeding 
wiih  the  call  for  a  few  names,  on  motion  of 

Mr.  SPANGLER,  the  further  proceedings  ofthe  call 
were  dispensed  with;  Ayes  78,  noes  not  counled. 

The  House  lh:n  refused  to  second  the  call  for  the  ' 
previous  queslion;  Ayes  57,  noes  87. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  by  Heasrt. 
EVERETT,  MA90H  of  Virginia,  RENCHER,  and 
MCKAY. 

Mr.  McKAT  suggested  a  modification  ofhis  colleague'* 
amendment,  by  excepting  such  expenditures  ofthe  con- 
tingent expenses  for  forrign  intercourse  as  were  sriiled 
on  certificate    by  the  President    of  the  United  SUtel; 

Hr.  SHEPPERD  accepted  as  a  modification;  and  the 
amendmrnl,  as  modified,  was  then  agrred  to. 

Mr.  CAVfi  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  amend  hi* 
amendment,  by  inaerting,  afier  the  word  '*  Congress," 
Ihe  words  "io  lieu  ofthe  statement  now  required  bjr 
law;"  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Thequestlon  then  recurred  upon  concurring  with  llie 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  proposed  amendment 
aa  amended,  and  the  debate  waa  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON,  MERCEEl,  WHITTLESBT, 
CAHBRCLENO,  and  TOUCEY. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  he  had  not  risen  to  make  a  speech, 
but  merely  lo  aay  that  it  had  become  an  ever^-day  prac- 
tice with  certain  gentlemen  of  a  certain  pohtical  party 
opposed  to  the  preaent  ad miniai ration,  to  riae  in  their 
placea  on  thia  flour,  and  charge  Ihia  adminiatration  and 
its  friends  with  acts  of  fraud  and  corruption  in  tbe  broad- 
eat  possible  terms.  The  oppnaition,  in  politics,  said  Ur. 
B.,  have  charged  thia  adminiatration  with  fraud  and  vil> 
lany,  and  the  frienda  of  the  adminiatration  have  been 
charged  with  having  manifested  a  diapoaition  to  atifle  de- 
bate on  this  floor,  and  an  inquiry  into  llie  abuaea  which 
have  been  charged  upon  this  administration  by  the  partjr 
in  polltica  nppo-ied  to  It.  We  have  been  told  too,  by  Ihe 
same  party,  that  thia  adminiatration  and  ita  frienda  have 
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given  pteil|^  which  they  do  not  intend  to  comply  vilh. 
Mr.  a.  nld  that.  Tor  hlmielf,  no  plrdgre  whiterer  had 
been  given  thit  he  would  not  comply  with  to  the  very 
letter.  He  iiid  Ihit  he  vw  In  TRvor  or  ■  iborough  invei- 
li^tion  into  the  afTain  of  Ihe  OoTcrnmentt  but  he  would 
never  conient  to  or  permit  the  oppoiitlon  in  politics  to 
diciBle  *  «aur«e  Tor  him  lo  punue  in  any  mailer  whitever. 
Mr.  B.  continued,  by  Kjing  that  we  hive  heard  much 
from  the  oppoiitlon  ibout  promised  "  retrenchmeni  ind 
Kforin"  undrr  the  present  administration,  and  hive  had 
thrown  in  our  Tices,  by  a  srt  of  political  demiRogues  on 
this  Root,  the  stale  charge  of  fraud  and  corruption  hiving 
been  practised  under  this  administration.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  I  repel  Ihe  foul  charge  with  indignation,  and  throw 
back  the  slander  upon  those  who  have  thought  fit  lo 
utler  those  falie  chai^ea  agiinit  this  administration  and 
ill  Triends.  Mr.  B.  here  said  that  he  would  just  mention 
a  single  eaie  of  Traud  and  corruption,  by  in  officer  of  the 
Oovernment  under  the  late  adminialvalion,  as  a  full  olTaet 
against  ill  the  I'slse  charge!  which  have  been  mida  by 
the  friends  of  ihM  administration  now  in  power.  1  allude. 
Slid  Mr.  B.,  to  the  de&lcation  of  I'obias  Watkins. 
Where,  I  aik,  were  those  Treasury  dt^s  and  friends  of 
the  lite  idministration,  and  now  fiiuU-finding  genXtj, 
when  ihoae  ervormous  frauds  upon  the  Treasury  were, 
eommilled  by  Tobiai  Watkins'  Were  those  gentlemen, 
who  are  now  in  the  daily  habit  of  charging  this  adminia- 
tralion  wllh  acts  of  fraud  and  corruption,  la  vigilant  in 
■eirching  out  and  elposins  to  public  view  the  frauds  and 
oorrupliona  which  occurred  under  Ihe  administration 
which  immediately  prrcedrd  the  present  administration? 
No,  Mr.  Speaker;  these  very  same  fault-finding  gentle- 
men were  ihen  is  silent  as  the  grave  on  the  aubjecl  of 
fraud  and  corruplionl  And  it  wai  not  until  the  present 
adminiatraiion  came  into  power  that  Ihe  fraud  committed 
by  Tobias  Witkins  wis  ferreted  out  and  exposed  to 
public  view  by  Ihe  vigilance  and  watchfulness  of  Amo* 
Kendall.  TIte  party  opposed  lo  the  present  administra- 
tion are  in  the  daily  habit  of  making  charges,  but  ihey 
have  proven  nothing!  whilst  the  frauds  commitled  by 
Tobias  Walkins  under  the  late  administration  have  been 
proven  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  the  confines  of  a  public 
jail  have  been,  in  part,  his  rewsrd.  I  hope,  said  Hr.  B., 
thai,  with  these  facts  and  circumstances  staring  the  op- 
position in  the  face,  we  shall  hesr  no  more  about  alleged 
frauds  and  corniptions  under  the  present  sd  ml  nisi  ration. 
Hr.  apeaker,  I  will  not  detain  Ihe  House  longer  by  iny 
additional  remarks. 

Ihe  quealion  Was  Ihen  taken,  and  Ihe  amendment,  aa 
amended,  was  concurred  in:  Veas'131,  nays  57. 

Mr.  CAMHUELKNG  rose,  he  said,  to  make  i  sugges- 
tion to  the  gentlemen  who  had  offered  various  amend- 
ments in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  that  as  Ihe  Committee 
of  Ways  snd  Means  hid  acted  under  the  practice,  he 
might  aimost  say  under  the  instructions^  of  the  House,  by 
excluding  from  Ihis  bill,  ss  fir  a*  practicable,  every  ap- 
propriation not  authorised  by  sn  existing  act  of  Con- 
gress, he  would  therefore  respectfuHy  Suggest  to  (hose 
gentlemen  Ihal  there  would  be  other  opportunities  pre- 
senlfd,  which  would  be  more  proper  than  Ihe  present, 
for  offering  their  amendments,  particularly  on  the  light- 
house and  other  bills  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Hr.  H  ANNKGAN  aaid  he  roae  neither  for  the  pnrpow 
of  offering  an  amendment  nor  of  making  a  speech  t  but, 
believing  the  interest  ofthe  country  in  every  qusrter  de- 
manded Ihe  speedy  action  of  Congress' upon  Ihls  bill, 
and  Ihal  the  country  was  at  this  lime  actually  suffering 
under  Ihe  present  circumstances,  he  rose  for  Ihe  purpose 
of  precluding  any  furllier  unprofitable  debate,  and  he 
therelbrc  demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  for  Ihe  previous  question  was  then  aeoond- 
cdbylhe  House,  taken  bylellera:  Yeas 99,  naysH.  And 
on  <ir<ierif^  the  mala  qucltioa  to  be  pot. 


Mr.  MERCER  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays;  which 

Ere  ordered;  and  the  result  was  ;  Yeas  lOt,  nays  74. 

So  the  House  determined  that  Ihe  main  question, 
which  was  on  Ihe  engrossment  ofthe  bill,  shoald  be  now 
putj  and  that  question  was  then  agreed  to  without  a 
mnt. 

The  bill  was  Ihen  ordered  to  be  engroned  for  a  third 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TlDII 


LSI. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  VOLUNTEEM. 

Punuanl  to  order,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Hr.  UoaLO- 
■■■a  In  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  aulhorizing  the  Preiident 
of  Ihe  United  Slates  to  accept  (he  aerviee  of  volunteers. 

Hr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  restrloting 
the  power  proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the  Preaident  to 
the  same  limitations  providedby  the  act  of  1791,  namely, 
that  volunleera  should  be  received  only  in  Ihe  event  of 
invauun,  insurrection,  be.  In  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  Hr.  McK.   thought  this  limitation  necMaary  and 

Mr.  R.  H-  JOHNSON  had  no  objection  to  Ihe  pro- 
posed amendment.      The  committee  did  not  deaire  ti 


twelve  inslesd  of  three  months,  is  now  provided  by  liw. 

Mr.  BOND  inquired  whether  the  bill  wa>  intended  lo 
meet  iny  peculiar  emergency,  or  whether  it  contem- 
plated a  general  and  permanent  system. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rose  and  said;  It  is  not  my  inlenllon 
lo  detain  the  committee  except  for  a  very  brief  expli* 
nation  ofthe  object  of  Ihe  bill,  for  Ihe  measure  which  it 
propose*  requires  despatch.  The  letter  of  Ihe  Secre- 
tary ofWar,  which  I  will  here  request  the  Clerk  lo  read, 
shows  the  necessity  of  immediate  action  i 

"Wia  DiFiBTKaiT, -Apn'HS,  183fi.   ' 

"Six:  lit  answer  lo  your  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  various  reports  which  have  reached  Ihe  De- 
partment lead  10  the  belief  that  Ihe  Indians  upon  Ihe 
Western  frontier  are  in  astateofconuderableunu^ness, 
and  that  disturbances  with  them  are  anticipated.  It  ii 
my  impression  the  safe'y  of  that  frontier  requires  that  a 
road  should  be  opened,  and  a  cordon  of  posts  eslsblished 
along  it,  in  conformity  with  the  plan  recommended  in 
my  report  lo  Ihe  chairman  ofthe  Military  Committee  of 
Ihe  S>:nate,  and  communicated  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
19th  February)  anil  (  would  further  recommend  that  Ihe 
neceanry  taw  ihould  be  passed  ii  soon  aa  convenient,  in 
order  that  no  unnecessary  delay  may  lake  place  in  the 
arrangemenia  of  Ihe  Department. 

"  I  have  further  to  state,  incoiifarmily  wilh  your  sug- 
gestion, that,  in  the  event  of  any  difficuliiei  among  the 
Indiana,  I  consider  the  measure  proposed  bythe  Military 
Committee,  of  allowing  volunteer  corps  to  be  taken  into 
service  for  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  lo  be 
discharged  as  much  looner  aa  Ihe  public  interest  will 
permit,  very  important,  and  one  which,  if  adopted,  can- 
not fail  Id  be  more  efficient  and  economical  than  the 
present  method  of  restricting  the  aervicca  of  the  militia 
to  lliree  montha. 

Very  reapectftillyi  your  most  obedient  servint, 

LEW.  CASS. 

Hon.  R.  M,  JoBxaox, 

Ckaimuat  Com.  MU.  Jffairt,  H.  R." 

The  bill  now  before  the  committee  authoriiea  the 
Preaident  lo  accept  the  services  of  volunteera  for  a  lertn 
not  exceeding  one  year,  but  to  be  dischirged  it  in  eirli- 
er  perind  if  the  public  lervice  will  permit.  The  ex- 
tsiing  law  authorizes  Ihe  President  to  call  out  ibe  militia 


A^^OOglC 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


JlcKptatm  of  Fobmleert.  ' 


tAniL  3),  1S36. 


fbr  K  lerm  not  exoeedin^  three  monthi.  For  the  ob- 
ject ipeclRed  in  the  conititutlan,  lumHy,  to  rrptlin< 
vuion,  lupprea*  iniurrection,  or  to  enforce  theltvri  of 
the  counlry.  The  bill  berore  the  comnilttee  provide* 
thai.  In  lieu  of  &  requisition  upon  the  militia  indiKrimi- 
rwlety,  vitboutconsulting' the  will  or  convenience  of  those 
who  may  be  called  upon,  he  may  accept  of  such  ai  shall 
»o)unle«rlheir  service;  sndthst,  instead  of  bein|r''*1i''"*d 
to  discharge  them  for  nev  lubsldies,  he  may  continue 
them  in  service  for  a  year,  itthe  public  safety  should  re- 
quire Ihal  length  of  service.  It  does  not  authorize  him 
to  accept  their  service  for  any  other  object  than  that 
wedRed  in  the  existing  (aw  and  in  the  eonstitutiont  nor 
doea  it  change  the  principle  of  the  ensting  Uw  in  iny 
other  rcapect  whstever. 

The  advantages  both  to  the  public  service  and  to  llie 
civil  community  of  Tolunteera  orer  militia  dnughts  are 
certainly  very  great  and  obvious.  The  mililia  laws  eon- 
template  no  difTerence  of  circumstaneea  or  condition 
•mong  citLzena.  The  farmer  may  be  compelled  to  leave 
hit  field  at  a  moment  in  which  the  loss  of  one  month 
would  prove  a  sacrifice  of  the  whole  year's  produce. 
It  may  he  when  be  bs*  prepared  his  land  for  seed,  but 
before  he  has  sowed  or  planted  it;  or  it  may  be  when 
hia  crop  is  ripening,  and  (he  whole  ma]'  peridi  for  want 
of  gathering.  The  mechanic  may  be  called,  from  his 
work  at  a  time  when  its  neglect  would  ruin  his  whole 
business.  Roth  may  be  called  iway  when  their  families 
are  in  the  most  critical  ntustion,  and  when  the  sacrifice 
would  be  greater  than  could  be  remunerated  by  any  pe- 
cuniary consideration.  But  volunteers  wilt  profferihcir 
aerrices  when  no  such  sacrificei  are  required.  I'hey 
'  will  be  persons  without  dependent  families,  or  wlioae 
affairs  are  in  a  stale  thai  will  permit  their  absence  with- 
out great  Inconvenience.  The  greater  proportion  of 
them  will  be  young  men,  who  are  animated  by  the  ardor 
of  youth,  impelled  by  the  thirst  of  glory,  urged  by  the 
fire  of  palrioliam,  and  willing  to  learn  the  duties  of  the 
camp  and  the  Held,  while  indulging  the  novelties  so 
grateful  to  youthful  minds. 

Ab  it  regards  the  public  service,  all  experience  shows 
that  the  man  makes  the  best  soldier  who  mskes  the  Held 
his  choice.  The  universal  chiracter  of  Americans  is  that 
of  bravery)  but  the  sane  peraon,  with  all  the  love  of 
country  which  is  common  to  Americans,  (and  nocountiy 
on  earth  ever  presented  such  charms,  or  ever  command- 
ed such  patriotism,)  would  be  much  more  efTectlve  in 
war,  when  circumstances  marked  the  field  of  glory  aa 
hia  choice,  than  when  the  itate  of  hia  sfFsirs  at  home,  or 
the  distresses  of  his  dependent  fiimily,  forced  upon  hia 
mind  a  painful  reluctance  to  do  what,  under  other  cir- 
cumstincei,  would  be  s  matter  of  choice. 

The  difference  between  a  tour  of  three  months,  and 
a  year's  service,  of  the  aame  persons,  is  so  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  latter,  both  in  efficiency  and  economy,  thai 
it  muat  forcibly  strike  the  mind  of  every  person,  upon  ■ 
moment's  reflection.  Persons  in  public  service  but  three 
months  will  scarcely  have  learned  the  use  of  arnu,  Ihe 
exercises  of  the  field,  and  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
before  their  term  will  expire.  Experience  ia  as  neces- 
sary to  Ihe  efficiency  of  an  army  aa  to  any  other  employ- 
menti  and  it  is  a  fact  as  well  eitablished  as  any  oilier 
principle  in  military  annsls,  that  Iroopi  disciplined  and 
experienced  are.  In  action,  nearly  equal  to  double  Iheir 
numbers  of  untutored  noviciates,  especially  when  to 
knowledge  and  experience  is  added  the  ardor  of  volition. 
Our  Weatern  frontier,  on  the  extreme  confines  of  Hi*- 
aouri  and  Arkansas,  Is  al  this  moment  threatened  with 
Indian  hostilities.  While  we  are  here  deliberating,  Ihe 
tomahawk  is  preparing  and  the  aealping-knife  sharpen- 
ing) and  before  the  appearance  of  a  sufficient  force  to 
subdue,  by  terror,  the  martisi  spirit  of  Ihe  savages, 
there  ia  danger  of  the  reaction  of  the  Black  Hawk  and 


the  Florida  seenei  in  those  Western  regions.  I  am  un- 
willing  to  cause  an  hour'a  delsyg  but  If  ordinary  militia 
draughts  are  made,  which  cannot  exceed  three  months 
at  least  half  that  time  must  be  occupied  in  gmng  and 
returning,  so  that  for  three  months'  psy  the  country 
will  not  have  more  than  six  weeks'  field  and  camp  ser- 
vice. By  the  lime  they  reach  the  acene  of  action,  new 
levies  must  be  made  to  relieve  them,  ao  that  at  least 
double  Ihe  number  of  men  must  be  in  motion,  and  in 
pay,  to  keep  the  »rat  number  in  the  field)  and  theae 
of  new  troops,  instead  of  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
the  service.  The  expense  of  outfits,  whether  incurred 
by  the  public  or  by  individual*,  is  so  much  actual  ex- 
pense to  the  country,  and  this  must  be  renewed  a*  often  a* 
new  levies  are  madCj  solhat,  inpoint  of  economy,  there  i* 
a  difference  of  more  than  one  half  in  favor  of  volunleer* 
for  »  year,  a*  well  as  double  Ihe  efficacy  in  their  service. 
The  saving  of  life  is  also  a  desideratum  worthy  of  no- 
tice .  The  loas  by  sickness  and  mortality  brought  on  by 
the  change  of  llle,  from  the  enj<^ment  of  home  to  Iho 
privations  and  hardships  incident  to  Ihe  camp,  is  believed 
to  be  greater  than  by  the  atrife  of  baltlei  and  this  loas 
i*  principslly  among  those  who  are  commencing  the 
service.  Aner  an  experience  of  three  months,  men  be- 
come habituated  to  the  soldier's  life,  stkI  generally  enjoy 
as  good  health  as  In  private  life.  We  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  patriotic  citizens  in  the  morning  and  rigor  of 
life,  who  are  willing  to  indulge  the  patriotic  ardor  whidi 
Ihey  have  derived  from  their  revolutionary  fathera,  by 
the  performance  of  this  service;  and  sorely  no  army  ia 
so  virtuous  and  patriotic,  no  force  sn  efficient,  aa  vohin- 
teer  citizens,  afier  they  have  learned  Ihe  dutiea  of  ser- 
vice. They  never  assume  a  mercenary  character.  Tbey 
retain  all  Ihe  moral  aentimenta  of  citizens,  expecting  to 
return  to  civil  life;  and,  in  their  return,  th^  bring  with 
them  into  civil  life  all  Ihe  bwionhle  and  liberal  lenti- 
menta  of  American  soldiers. 

The  bill  does  not  propose,  as  some  genitemen  aeen 
to  suppose,  giving  to  the  President  extraordinsy  power. 
The  constitution  gives  him  the  power,  aa  eommandee- 
in4:hler,  to  csU  mto  service  tbe  militia  for  the  same 
purposes  contemplated  in  the  bill.  The  existing  Isv 
recognises  this  power,  but  it  limit*  the  service  of  the 
ssme  persons  to  three  months,  when  he  may  superwds 
them  by  others.  The  present  bill  provides  thai,  instead 
of  changing  them,  he  may  continue  the  same  persons,  by 
their  own  consent;  and  Ihst,  in*tead  of  draughts,  he  may 
receive  such  as  volunteer  tlieir  service.  It  is,  in  this 
respect,  not  only  more  numerical  and  efficient  for  the 
country,  but  more  consonant  to  the  feelings  of  freemeo. 
To  sustain  a  republican  Government,  some  sacrifice  of 
liberty  muat  be  made  for  its  defence.  It  I*  a  common 
duty  to  protect  the  country  in  the  point*  specified  in  Ihe 
eonstitutiont  "td  for  this  the  free  American  must  relin- 
quish the  liberty  of  remaining  at  home  when  bis  coun- 
Iry's  service  calls  him  to  the  Geld;  but  it  is  vise  to  make 
that  sacrifice  a*  light  as  poaslhle.  This  object  will  b« 
accomplished  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  us,  aa  it 
provides  for  Ihe  acceptance  of  volunteers  in  lieu  of 
ihose  who  might  otherwise  be  required  to  serve.  At 
friends  of  liberly,  then,  we  should  unhesitatingly  pa** 
the  bill.  The  cloud  which  is  gathering  In  our  Weelem 
horizon  warns  us  lo  make  immediate  preparation  for  the 
approaching  storm.  Our  unprotected  citizen*  expect 
It,  and  the  obligaiion  rests  on  us.  Nothing  but  a  sense 
of  the  strongest  obligation  could  have  induced  me  to 
occupy  the  time  for  making  ifaia  explanation  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill.  Tlie  necessity  of  its  immediate  passage 
forbids  further  delay,  and  I  earnestly  desire. the  final 
action  of  the  committee  upon  it  before  the  present  morn- 
ing shall  pass  awav.  One  Hay'*  procrasli nation  may  be 
productive  of  fatal  dlsBaters;  and  for  the  consequenOC* 
we  must  besr  the  responsibility. 
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Mr.  ASHLEY  wu  in  firor  of  tho  principle*  of  the 
bill.  He  ihould,  however,  propoM  two  adilititioiul 
MOlioni^  luUioriiin;  tbe  r«i*ing  one  more  repntent 
otdraftoons.  IF  tbe  bill,  urepotled,  wunot  Rcceptkble 
to  the  Hoiue,  he  would  then  move  bii  propmitiDn  in 
tleu  dI  the  ume.  He  wu  in  fsvor  of  proTiding  for  the 
defence  of  tbe  Weitern  frontier,  by  «n  eflideni  force, 
which  ihould  be  kept  eooiUntly  in  the  tenicei  and  an  ad- 
ditional re^moit  of  dnuroona,  in  hii  opinion,  WMprefen- 
ble  Id  any  other  force  lor  the  protection  of  that  frontier. 

Ur.  EVERETT  preferred  the  propoation  of  tbe  ^n- 
Uemao  from  lluaouri,  [Hr.  Abblii.]  He  wa*  not, 
however,  aware  of  any  emergency  which  ibouU  induce 


■Mntvf  the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  and  it\t- 
■ouri,  CMewra.  HcKai  and  Aihlii,]  but  be  tbould  feel 
hii^lr  bound  to  vote  agunit  the  bill 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  " 
WkI  importance  of  the  puaage  c 
modlficationi  aa  miibt  meet  the  Tiew*  of  all.  The  want 
of  almilar  preparation  had,  besidei  the  lorn  of  life,  coat 
Um  Oovernmcnt  03,000,000  in  the  Black  Hawk  war. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  wm  ia  faror  of  tbe  bill, 
under  proper  limitalioDi.  The  bill  gave  Ibe  Preiident 
extraordinary  povcra.  The  amendment  of  the  genlle- 
OWD  from  North  Carolina  he  belicTcd  a  very  iudictoui 
•oe,  and  at  a  proper  time  be  would  move  to  limit  the 
opentioa  of  the  act  to  two  yean,  and  alio  1o  rettricl 


[o  be  called  out  to  S  or  10,000 

If  tkua  guarded,  he  would  vote  for  tbe  bill,  mainly  be- 
«  it  would  Hipersedr  ~ '"' ' 


a  bill  befMe  the  Senate,  which 


from  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairi,  principally 
account  ofthc  extraordinary  power  and  patronage  wbich 
it  conferred  on  the  President.  Ur.  U.  waa  proceeding 
in  hii  objectiona  to  the  proviitona  of  the  bill,  when,  tbe 
hour  of  one  having  arrived,  tbe  committee  roae,  reported 
progreaa,  and  aaked  leave  to  ait  again. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Honae  took  up  the  bill  raakinff  tppropriationa  for 
tbe  oivil  and  diplomatic  espeuiea  of  Ibe  Gorernment  for 
the  year  1836. 

Tbe  quealion  being  on  Ibe  final  paiaage  of  tbe  bill, 
Mr.  MERCER  roee  and  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  Itale  of  the  Dnion, 
with  itiitructioni  to  reduce  the  appropriation  far  the 
cuatomJiouae  at  New  York  from  1300,000  lo  f  100,000, 
and  proridinK  tliat  the  total  coat  should  not  exceed 
^00,000|  and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  bill, 
enacting  that,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  nirs  of 
Ibe  public  lands  received  in  the  years  1833.  1B33,  1834, 
and  1835,  there  be  appropriated  the  *um  of  ^,861,973, 
for  tite  common  use  and  benefit  of  the  aeveral  Sialea  of 
the  Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  according  to 
their  reapective  federal  or  repreaenlalive  numbcra,  and 
lo  lie  paid,  in  four  equal  quarterly  instalments,  lo  the 
treasurer  or  other  proper  officer  of  caeb  State,  re- 
spectively! the  first  instalment  lo  be  paid  on  the  1st  of 
July  nest,  and  the  others  on  the  1st  of  October,  Jinu. 
•ry,  and  April,  following;  with  a  provision  that  each  of 
the  aeven  new  States  should  receive  10  per  cent,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  allotment. 

Hr.  UERCER  supported  his  emetidment  at  lenglh, 
and  entered  into  a  series  of  statements  and  calculations 
to  shiw  bow  much  of  the  whole  would  be  received  by 
the  respective  States.  He  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  had  made  the  spporlionment  by  doubling  the  frderal 
numbers  of  each  Stale  for  the  amount  in  dollars. 

Mr.  FRENCH  inquired  of  tbe  Chair  if  the  amendn 
opetkcd  the  whole  merit*  of  the  Mibjeot  for  tliscuwuB. 


The  CHAIR  replied  that  tbe  discussion  ir 
fined  to  the  proposition  before  the  House- 
Mr.  CAMBBELENG  remarked  that  be  wMasanxieuf 
as  any  gentleman  to  discuss  this  whole  subject,  but  h« 
hoped  the  appropriation  bill  would  not  be  delayed  by  a 
debate  on  a  aubject  which  would  occupy  weeks,  or  per- 
haps months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that  when 
the  army  bill  came  up,  it  would  present  an  opportunity 
to  bring  up  the  whole  subject. 

Hr.  HERCEB  inquired  what  possible  connexion  bad 
hi*  propoiition  with  approprialiona  for  the  army? 

Mr.  CAMRBELENO  replied  by  referring  to  the  pro- 
posed appropriationa  for  the  public  defences  of  theeouiv- 
try,  which  would  open  the  whole  discusMon  an  the  sur- 
plus revenue.  He  would  merely  remuk  that  there  vat 
every  probability  that  in  1838,  >39,  and  '40,  the  public 
revenue  would  not  exceed  two  thiids  of  the  opcnies  of 
tbe  Government. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said  it  was  not  his  object  or  wish  to 
transgress  the  rules  of  order,  but  there  were  certain  sub- 
jecta  upon  which  he  desired  lo  apeak,  if  it  were  permi*- 
iible  under  the  rulea  of  tbe  House  to  do  sot  K>d,  tber»> 
fore,  be  h*d  made  the  inquiry.  He  would,  however, 
respect  the  deciiion  of  the  Chisir,  and,  on  *ome  future 
occasion,  go  at  large  into  the  subjects  to  which  he  al- 
luded. Whilst  up,  however,  be  would  take  oocHleo  to 
say,  that  during  the  kst  summer,  and  before  be  wh 
honored  with  their  confidence,  many  of  hii  conilittient* 
understood  from  hiro  moat  distinctly,  and  in  a  public 
manner,  Ihst  be  was  in  favor  of  distributing  among  tbe 
States  the  nelt  proceeds  or  surplu*  money  arising  fm* 
tbe  sales  of  the  public  Unds.  His  constituents  were  in- 
telll^nt  and  patriotic,  and  knew  a*  well  a*  he  did  that 
tbe  Congress  was  under  paramount  obligations,  Grat  t* 
apply  to  all  national  objects  as  much  of  tlie  publio  money 
u  the  public  iulerest  and  aerrice  required.  That  being 
done,  the  balance  ol  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  remained  to  be  dispoeed  of  by  Coogrei*.  He  held 
bimseirincspabte  of  deceiving  his  constituents)  and  every 
pledge  made  sbouU  be,  on  his  part,  honestly  redeemed. 
They  would  not  expect,  however,  much  lew  require  oT 
him,  in  tbe  discharge  of  his  duties  here,  to  depart  tran 
the  established  usage*  of  legislation,  and  jeopard  Ibe 
paSMge  of  the  bill  under  cenaideration,  by  an  amend- 
ment which,  i(  kddcd  to  the  bill,  might  »nd  probably 
would  defeat  it. 

He  could  not  concur  with  Ibe  hoootabte  gentleman  ia 
incorponting  in  Ibis  bill  tbe  amendment  proposed.  He 
did  not  pretend  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  rules  of 
this  House,  or  whet  were  or  were  not  proper  subjecli 
to  introduce  ai  amendments  lo  this  bill(  but  he  could  ace 
no  necessary  connexion  between  the  tubject  embraced 
in  the  amendment  and  that  contained  in  the  bill)  00  tbf 
contrary,  for  reaaoni  which  were  to  bis  mind  most  ob- 
vious snd  eoDvincin^,  he  ihould  be  compelled  to  TOt« 
againM  tbe  amendment. 

What  are  the  title,  character,  and  object,  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  f  It  i*  a  bill  making  appropnatioM 
for  the  payment  of  the  oivil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1836.  Its  ohsrscter  i*  in 
unison  with  its  objeclt  and  that  is  to  provide  for  the  pay* 
meni  ofthe  Pre«dent,  Vice  President,  lieads  of  Depart- 
ment^ clerks  in  the  several  Departments,  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  juilgei  of  the  several  fe<lcral  district 
cQurli)  in  abort,  of  all  the  dvil  officer*  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  our  diplomatic  corpe  with  foreign  nation* 
with  which  we  maintain  a  friendly  inlercoune.  Thii 
bill  is  one  required  by  law  to  be  passed,  and  Congress  ia 
bound  to  pass  it.  if  it  should  be  defeiletl,  all  those  olB- 
cers  would  be  deprived  of  their  pay,  and  the  great  in- 
teresls  ofthe  nstion  consequently  neglected,  unless  Ibej 
would  work  for  notbinf . 
He  laid  there  were  otber  reatoni^  growing  out  of  the 
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ntibliibcd  order  and  ungei  of  legiihtinn,  opt^minr 
■trongly  >K>i"'t  the  ptopaari  ktnendmcnt.  He  alluded 
to  Ihe  well-known  arrangement  by  which  dlfTcrcnl  iub- 
jccti  of  legialalion  are  cliuilicd  and  embraced  in  their 
appropriate  billt.  The  lubjecl,  for  eianiplc,  of  your 
navy  yardi,  belonga  to  your  navy  yard  billi  the  aubject  of 
(he  navy,  to  the  navy  bil1|  the  aubject  of  lhearni;y,  to  the 
army  b1ll|  the  aubject  of  fortificaliona,  to  the  fortiflcalion 
bill)  and  the  bill  under  conudcration,  having  fur  it*  ob- 
ject the  pay  of  the  civil  officera  of  the  Government  and 
KireigD  minialera,  appropriately  exhibits  ill  own  claaiifi- 
cation.  3baukl  the  amendment  therefore  prevail,  it 
woiild  derange  the  order  of  busineai,  break  in  upon  the 
aeltled  prcctdenla  of  Icgialation,  and,  by  ita  example, 
lead  to  the  accumulation  of  all  (be  ^eatiubjectiof  legii- 
la(ion  into  one  general  bill)  a  ata(e  of  thinga  (be  effec(a 
of  which  can  be  bc[ter  imagined  tban  dracribed. 

Sir,  he  aaked,  how  would  it  look  tu  ace  a  propoaition 
to  diaiributc  the  nett  proceeili  of  your  public  landi  in- 
corporated in  jour  bill  (o  arm  and  <  quip  the  navy  of  Ihe 
United  Statei,  in  your  trmj'  bill,  in  your  fortification 
billf  And  la  net  the  incongruily  equally  obviouain  tack. 
ing:  it  to  your  civil  liat  bill.'     He,  for  onf,  thought  ao- 

The  aubjectof  the  diitribution  propoaedln  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  wa<  of  magnitude  aulltcienl  in 
itaelf  to  deaerve  and  receive  from  the  Houie  a  separate 
conaide ration.  II  thould  be  diaconnectcd  from  all  olber 
■tubjectt,  and  undergo  the  moat  carefu',  imparlial,  and 
MprofDund  inveatigatioo.  It  had  ever  been  to  treated  and 
conudered,  and  he  thought  id  importance  commanded 
that  reapect  for  it  at  leaat.  Why,  (hen,  depart  from  the 
usual  coursed  He  would  aubmit  lo  (he  honorable  gen- 
tleman, wbeiher  the  courae  he  wm  pursuing  did  not  put 
(his  highly  important  bill,  eapeclally  if  hia  amendment 
prevailed,  to  (he  hazard  of  becoming  ■  lawf  And 
whether.  If  it  failed,  its  defeat  might  not  lead  to  an  inter- 
regnum in  the  Goveramenl.'  He  would  alao  remind 
bim  tbat  he  waa  equally  jeoparding  the  object  of  hia 
amendment.  He  (Mr.  F.)  ibougbt  he  could  diacover  k 
atate  of  Ihinga  in  the  Houae  evidently  evincing  the  pro- 
priety of  withdrawing  tbe  amendment,  and  appealed  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  to  withdraw  it. 

A  few  days  ago,  he  aaid,  an  htniorable  gentleman 
from  Maiaachuaelta  [Mr.  Gribrell]  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  reaolution,  tbe  object  of  which  wai  (o  diitrib- 
ute  Ihe  nelt  proceeds  of  tbe  public  lanJi,  retaining  lo 
the  new  Sla(es  wilhln  which  (hey  lie  a  certain  per  cent. 
in  land  or  money.  He  (Mr.  F.)  waa  one  of  (hoie  who 
rated  to  let  in  that  roalution,  but  it  was  refuaed  by  tbe 
Rouar.  If  it  bad  been  received,  the  HouM  would  have 
bad  It  in  ila  power  to  have  modified  ita  terma  lo  aa  to 
havb  made  it  acceptable  (o  the  Houie.  He  waa  dia. 
poted  to  give  all  aubjecta  a  free  and  full  inveatigation, 
■nd  iberefore  waa  willing  for  that  reaolution  to  come 
before  the  Houae. 

He  aaid  (here  waa  a  hill  pending  in  another  part  of 
the  Capitol,  which,  if  it  cume  to  tbe  Houae,  would  pre- 
•ent  the  whole  tubject  of  diatribntion.  The  Kentucky 
rcaolutiona,  aim,  upon  (he  aame  aubject,  were  before 
the  Houae,  and  bad  called  for(b  diseuauon.  Why  nol 
permit  Ihoae  reaoluliona  to  go  to  a  committee  with  the 
imtructioni  appended  to  them,  by  tihich  the  coromiitee 
will  be  required  to  report  a  bill  (o  the  House,  and  for 
tbat  bill  to  experience  the  ordinary  cnurae  of  legislation,' 
For  one,  he  waa  willing  to  refer  (hem,  with  tlie  instruc- 
tiona,  and  ao  bring  up  tbe  aubject.  He  waa  not  diaposed 
lo  exclude  frcfm  tbe  House  any  aubject  worthy  of  ita 
consideration,  and  iherefore  ahoulil  continue  tu  vote  for 
the  admiaaton,  before  ihe  House,  of  the  different  schemea, 
in  order  that  the  beat  might  br  tekcted,  and,  if  paatihle, 
made  uneipectionable. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  MiKeaa]  was  pleaaed 
in  bia  remarks  to  refer  to  the  veto  of  tbe  PrtJident  upuo  ' 


the  land  bill  heretofore  passed,  and  to  inform  ui  thai 
hia  amendment  avoided  all  the  objections  iriide  by  the 
Pre^denl  to  Ihat  bill.  He  (Mr.  F.)  would  also  allude  to 
(hat  veto,  aa  another  reason  why  this  amendment  ought 
not  to  be  attached  to  this  bill.  Whe(her  tbe  PreiidenI 
would  or  would  no(  ve(o  a  Isnd  bill,  passed  in  the  shape 
of  Ihe  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  he  did 
not  know.  He,  in  fact,  knew  nothing  on  tbat  aubjectt 
and,  but  for  the  example  set  hini  by  the  gentleman  him- 
self, he  would  not  have  said  a  word  about  the  veto. 

If,  however,  the  amendment  should  prevail,  and  the 
bill  be  vetoed  because  of  Ihe  amendmeni,  and  Congress 
ahould  adjourn  without  psasing  (be  bill,  as  was  (he  case 
with  (he  fonificatlon  bill  at  Ihe  close  of  the  laat  aeaaion, 
upon  whose  ahoutdera,  he  asked,  would  the  responai- 
bilily  rest^  Did  not  the  country  look  to  the  majority 
as  reaponsible  for  the  neceaaary  Irgialstion  called  for  by 
the  public  Interests,  and  would  not  the  blame  rett,  and 
justly,  too,  upon  themi  Ought  not  the  majorily,  then, 
to  exclude  from  important  bills  every  (hing  endangering 
their  passage,  and  especially  a  aubject  nut  within  Ihe  le- 
gitimate range  of  ihe  bill'  He  (bought  so.  When  he  al- 
luded to  the  majority,  he  meant  no  disrespect  lo  tbe  mi- 
nority. He  did  not  doubt  (heir  tnteiligence  or  patriot- 
lam,  or  tbat  they  were  equally  influenced  by  the  high 
obligations  which   rea(ed  upon  and  stimulated  (he  ma- 


of  (his  bill.  If  it  were  lost:  a  loss  infinitely  more  to  be 
deplored,  because  Infinilely  more  injurious  to  the  coun- 
try, tban  was  tbat  of  the  fortification  bill.  He  waa  eom- 
pelled,  tberefore,  to  vote  againat  the  amendment  pro- 

In  giving  i))at  vote,  however,  he  must  not  be  under- 
stood as  opposed  to  the  distribution  of  the  money 
amongst  (he  S(a(eE,  according  (o  (heir  federal  numbera, 
or  aa  evading  his  obligadons  (o  those  by  whom  he  waa 
honored  with  a  seat  here.  He  would  most  cbeerfulljr 
and  unhesitatingly  redeem  those  obligstiona  whenever 
an  occaaion  rose  in  the  House  in  which  it  could  be  done 
consistently  with  tbe  precedents  and  uugea  of  parlia- 
mentary proceedings,  tie  added,  that  it  wai  to  guard 
against  all  misconception  in  regard  (o  (he  courae  he  felt 
□aund  to  pursue,  and  witbal  lo  ahow  the  impropriety  of 
connecting  with  the  bill  under  conaidcrolion  the  subject 
of  distribution,  contained  in  the  amendment  a{  the  hon- 
orable gentleman,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  trouble 
the  House  at  all. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  laid  he  could  not  aay,  as  hia  friend  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Fribch]  had  aaid,  that  if  tfais  proposilioa 
were  to  come  forward  in  a  proper  manner  he  would  vote 
for  it|  for  Hr.  S.  could  not  vole  for  it  in  any  form,  much 
leEs  could  he  do  ao  when  it  was  altached  to  the  civil  list 
bill,  which,  if  passed  with  such  an  amendment,  aa  every 
gentleman  knew,  would  jeopard  ita  passage.  Mr.  8. 
aaid  be  looked  upon  the  principle  contained  in  this  prop- 
osition SB  one  of  the  moat  obnoxious  ever  presented  to 
the  American  Congreasi  and,  a*  it  was  a  tubject  which 
had  aomewliat  agitated  the  public  mind  in  hia  State,  he 
should,  when  it  came  up  in  due  form,  ask  peiroisslon  of 
he  House  (o  give  bii  views  on  it.  For  the  present  lie 
furbure,  because  be  deemed  it  improper)  and  he  there- 
■  re  demanded  Ihe  previoua  quealion. 

Mr.  I-L-EE,  of  New  York,  movedacallortheHuuaet 

hich  was  negatived;  Ayes  55,  noes  not  counted. 

I'he  previous  queation  waa  then  seconded:  Ayes  88, 

ies64. 


Mr.  MERCER.  If  the  Chair  so  decide,  I  appeal  from 
(bedeciaioD.  I  contend  (hat  (he  main  queation  will  b« 
UQ  the  commitment  of  the  bilL 
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The  CHAIR  il«ted  the  quertion.  The  bill  fa>d  been 
renl  the  third  lim?,  and  the  qiiettion  wm  on  iti  pin*ge. 
The  Kcntlemtn  from  Virgin!*  maved  to  recommit  iho 
bill  with  cerl»inin«truction>.  The  prerioui  qut»lion  w»s 
OMTcd  knd  •econdedf  tnd  there  could  be  but  one  mkin 
queition,  tnd  th»(  would  be  on  the  punge  of  Ihe  hill 
The  preiiotuqueilion  cut  off  mil  imcndinent,  M  debkte. 
The  only  motiani  which  could  be  entertained  afier  the 
preriaui  qiiMtion  wu  ordered,  wuio  adjourn,  ortoUy 
on  the  table.  The  nile  and  the  prutice  oflbe  House 
were  pltin  and  explicit  on  thii  point. 

Mr.  H&RCER  remirked  that  Ihe  previou*  queition 
had  been  aeconded,  but  nut  ordered. 

The  CHAIR.  The  gentlenun  ctn  then  reierfe  hii 
point  until  it  ii  aicerttUTted  whether  the  prcTiou*  quea- 
tion  ia  luitained. 
Mr.  MERCBR  acquieKed  in  thii  courae. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Cmrollna,  aiked  for  the 
j«M  *nd  TOyi  on  the  previoui  queation;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were.- 

Yiu— Hewra.  Anthony,  Aih,  Aihlej,  Be»n,  Boon, 
Bouldin,  B^vee,  Boyd,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burna,  C»ni- 
breleng,  C«rr,  Ciary,  Chanev,  Chapman,  Chapln,  John 
P.  H.  Claiborne,  CieTelanJ,  Coffee,  Cotei,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Cuihman.  Dickeraon,  Doublediy,  Dromiroole, 
Fairfield,  F.rlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  K. 
Fuller,  Jamei  (iarland,  Gillet,  GlaMMck,  Gr>ntland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannrgan,  Samuel  S.  Harriion,  Hawea, 
Uawkina,  Uaynea,  Howard,  Huntington,  Huntiman, 
Inglwm,  Jahrz  Jackion,  Jarvia,  Joseph  Johnson,  R.  H. 
Johnwm,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.Jone*,  Benjamin  Jonei. 
JudMB,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingenimith,  Un- 
aaig,  Lawler,  G-deim  Lee,  Joahua  Lee,  Leortard,  Loyall, 
Lucaa,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Hann,  Martin,  John  Y. 
Hsaon,  William  Haaon,  Mosra  Mason,  May,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Hcl^ne,  Kontgomcry,  Hornn,  Owena,  Fage, 
Perks,  Pwteraon,  Franklin  pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearee, 
Petligrew,  Fbelps.  John  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Bhinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Speight, 
St»nderer,  Sutberbnd,  Thomaa,  John  Thomson,  I'oucry, 
Town^  Turrill,  Vaoderpoel,  Wuvner,  Ward,  Web- 
■ter— 108. 

Nixa— Me»«*.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Oeut^  Chambers,  Cbilda,  Nalhaniel 
H.  Cbiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Philo  C.  Fuller, 
Granger,  Gr»yson,  Griffin,  HiUnd  Hall,  Hari,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Hszeltine,  Hieatrr,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Ingenoll,  William  Jackson,  Janet,  Jenifer, 
Henry  Jolinton,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  He- 
Carly,  McComas,   McKay,    McKennan,  Mercer,    Milll- 

K),  Morris,  James  A.  Pearee,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Potts, 
ed,  Rencher,  llobenson,  Russell,  William  B.  Shep- 
ird,  Augustine  H.  Shppperd,  Slsde,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Whittleaey,  Leais  Williams— 76. 

So  Lhe  House  determined  ibat  the  main  question  be 
now  put,  which  Ihe  CUAIR  atated  would  be  on  Ibe  nu- 
Hge  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  appealed  from  the  decinon  of  the 
Cbair,  and  contended  that  the  main  question  wu  on  Ibe 
commitment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  made  •  few  remarks  In  reply  to  Mr. 
HiBcsB,  and  in  faror  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  ui^ 
ing  that  the  rules  and  the  invariable  practice  of  tbe 
HouMweresgainat  tlir  ground  aiiumed  by  Ihe  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

Mr.  HURCER  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  stit'mg  that  he 
was  sBtisHed  he  was  correct  in  his  views  on  this  subject. 
Tbe  bill  was  then  passed,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 
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order,  the  House  went  Into  Committee  of 
tbe  Whale  on  Ihe  atate  of  lhe  Union,CMr.  Mnatsa- 
Bias  in  tbe  chsir,)on  the  bill  autborizmg  tbe  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of 

Ur.  McKAT,  to  amend  the  bill  by  reetricting  the 
power  proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the  Preaidenl  to  Ibe 
aame  limitation*  provided  by  the  act  of  1793,  namely, 
Ibat  volunteers  should  be  received  only  in  the  event  of 
inrsiion,  insurrection,  &c, 

Mr.  HARDIN  taid  a  few  words  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  indicated  his  intenUon  of  offering  a  further 
amendment. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggested  a  modiEestion  to  the  (blbw- 
ing  purport:  providing  that  the  power  vested  in  ihe 
President  of  tbe  United  SIstea  by  this  act  should  be  ex- 
ercised only  in  the  caars  enumerated  in  Ihe  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slateai  ihst  the 
numberaof  Ibe  volunteers  should  not  exceed  five  thou- 
aand  rank  and  filei  end  that  the  act  should  continue  in 
force  for  two  yeses  only  from  the  end  of  tbe  present  scs- 

Hr.  McKAT  accepted  this,  as  a  modiScation  of  the  ' 

amendment. 

Mr.  WILLrAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  wasinftvorofa 
restriction  of  Ihe  number  to  five  thousand  men.     Heuo-'^ 
dersluod  lhe  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  say  Ibat   no 
more  than  one  ibouiand  men  would  be  sofBcient  for  the 
protection  of  Ihe  Missouri  frontier. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  explained  that  he  drsired  an  additional  ' 
regimeni  to  the  force  already  employed  Ihere. 

Mr.  WTLUAM3re*umed,and  opposed  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  superseding  Ibe  regular  forcet  that  no 
information  had  been  laid  belore  Congreas,  by  which  it 
was  shown  that  so  large  an  extra  force  was  requiaite  for 
repelling  Ihe  Indiansiand  Ibat  It  was.  to  a  certain  extent, 
authorizing  the  formation  of  a  new  standing  army,  if  ' 
he  thought  a  general  Indian  war  was  to  be  apprehended, 
he  would  not  only  vote  for  ten  thousand  men,  but  for 
one  hundred  thousand  if  necessary.  At  present,  how. 
ever,  he  saw  no  occasion  for  ao  Isi^  a  number  as  ten 
thouiand,  and  be  should  vote  for  tbe  bill  only  with  the 
restrictinn  of  five  thousand. 

Mr.  SEVIER  was  opposed  to  any  restriction,  and  give 
a  brief  description  of  the  present  position  oflheWealem 
and  Mexican  frontiers,  as  proving  tbe  necessity  of  tbe 
immedisle  passage  oflbe  bill. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  said:  I  consider  it  my  duty,  oeeupy-  ' 
ing  the  atalion  I  do  to  the  public,  and  knowing,  ss  I  be-  ' 
lieve  I  do,  the  intention  and  dtq>o>ition  oflbe  Indians  on 
Ihe  Northwestern  frontier,  to  slate  to  the  committee  Ihst, 
judging  from  sll  the  information  I  have  received,  Ibe 
whole  body  of  the  Indians,  wi(h  perhaps  some  excep< 
tiona,  are  not  friendly  dispoaed  towards  the  United  Slate*. 
They  are  restless,  and  even  some  of  tbero  actually  hot* 
tile  to  the  Government. 

I  do  not  pretend  lo  be  more  wise  on  thi*  oceaaion 
than  other  persons  who  poitess  Ibe  same  meana  of  in- 
formstioni  that  I  can  relate  it  better,  or  that  my  relation  ' 
of  it  will  have  any  greater  influence  iban  if  it  proceeded 
from  any  other  individual.  But  that  such  li  Ibe  true  dis- 
position snd  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  the  Indians  on 
lhe  Northwestern  Iron  tier,  I  have  tittle  or  no  doubt. 
It  will  be  recollected  by  the  committee  that  the  In- 
ana  had  been  removed  In  great  crowds  and  bodies  to 
Ihe  We*i(  lhe  varlAia  tribes  were  located  near  each  other, 
so  that  the  Indian  population  may  be  considered  as  dense, 
and  even  crowding  on  each  other,  as  well  aa  on  tiie  white 
population  of  tbe  frontiers.  This  crowded  Indian  popu- 
lation rendered  their  subsistence  by  hunting  very  pr«- 
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ctrioui  anti  difficull.  In  nuin](  pUcei  the  hunling  is  not 
good,  md  the  IndiBni  in  bcl  suffer  with  hunger.  This  is 
one  ereat  reason,  and  s  very  reatonible  remson,  tlut  they 
■houTd  tiedisuti^edwiih  their  present  tituktlon  KiidlocK- 
lion,  and  caiueihem  lobe  unfriendly  to  the  Government. 

One  other  reason  is,  that  Ihey  are  induced  to  leare  a 
country  where  they  have  been  compsratively  happy. 
BeTore  the  whites  came  among  them,  they  had  the  finest 
»nd  Tairest  portion  of  the  Union  in  their  posseaai on.  The 
bunting  and  fisliing  supplied  them  with  abundance  of 
•upport,  and  the  peltry  which  they  sold  enabled  Ihem 
to  purchaie  various  arliclei  necessary  to  their  comrort. 
They  have  now  a  sad  reverse  of  fortune  visited  on  them. 
They  >ay,  furthcnnore,  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  leave  (he  homes  and  bones  oflheir  Withers,  andloeate 
themselves  in  a  country  not  of  their  own  choice,  and  not 
adapted  to  their  wanti. 

Time  Indiana,  living  under  this  preaure  of  heavy  bur- 
dens and  miacrlea,  have  become  almost  desperate,  and 
are  diipowd  to  commence  hoatilitie*  without  much  hesi- 
tation. They  do  not  know  that  it  was  the  most  wise  and 
bumane  act  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  preserve 
tbem  from  entire  destruction  and  annihilation,  to  remove 
them  from  the  white  papulation. 

It  will  be  found  to  be  true  in  principle  and  in  prmctice, 

that  two  clasaei  of  human  beings,  whose  habits,  modes 

of  living,  and  every  thing,  are  so  diaaimilsr  as  those  of 

the  Indians  and  whites,  cannot  exist  together  in  peace 

'  and  harmony. 

It  was  the  necessary  and  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
advance  of  the  white  population  to  remove  the  Indiana. 
Tbis  policy  ia  just  and  proper,  aa  well  as  humane,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government-  Thecostof  their  removal,  and 
the  expense  of  a  mounted  forec  to  preserve  peace  among 
them,  are  nothing  in  comparison  to  the  duty  the  Gov- 
ernment owes  them,  to  preserve  them,  and  render  their 
•ituation  u  happy  aa  the  circumstances  of  the  case 

In  order  to  keep  Ibem  in  check  and  subordinatic  , 
will  be  necessary  to  tnake  a  demonstration  of  military 
ibrce  among  them.  It  is'  well  known  to  this  committee 
they  know  and  care  very  little  about  the  great  force  of 
the  United  Slalea,  ai  that  force  is  at  auch  great  distance 
fitim  themi  and  when  tlie  atrength  of  the  Government  ia 
tdd  to  them,  they  do  not,  in  aUcaseB,  believe  it.  I'hey 
(the  Indians]  therefore  do  not  know  the  situstion  they 
are  in,  and  will  act  under  miatalcen  views  of  their  ntua- 
iJoD,  to  tbeir  own  ruin  and  destruction. 

It  ia  necewary  to  the  peace,  quiet,  and  happiness,  of 
the  Indians  themselves,  that  they  should  be  kept  in  prop- 
er mbjection.     It  would  not  be  proper  lo  use  any  unne- 
cewiry  degree  of  rigor  towards  these  unfortunate  hu- 
nun  beings.     Any  cruelty  imposed  on  them  would  be 
promptly  resented  by  the  American  people  and  by  this 
committee.     Yet,  on  the  oilier  bind,  it  will  not  be  good 
policy  to  permit  them  to  believe  Ihey  are  on  an  equal 
standing  with  us  aa  lo  atrength  and  numbers.     At  any 
time,  should  they  believe  lliey  have  an  equal  chance  in 
war  with  us,  we  will  see  our  frontiera  laid   waste,  and 
murder  and  masaacre  viailed  on  all  classes  of  our  citliei 
within  their  reach.     I  assure  thii  committee  there  is  i 
good  feeling  in  the  breasts  of  the  Indians  towards  ua- 
we  cannot  expect  it.    Therefore,  we  must  keep  (hero 
fear,  or  else  we  have  a  war  with  them. 

During  the  Indian  disturbance,  in  1833,  in  the  Sla(e 
of  llllnoia,  I  became  acquainted  with  many  of  (he  otiieeri 
of  the  American  army.  I  witnessed  their  march  and 
movements  in  the  campaigns  of  that  year,  I  ww  that 
both  oRteers  and  sohlien  were  efficient,  and  had  reached 
that  degree  of  perfection  in  the  military  art  which  an 
army  ia  the  liluation  of  oura  could  attain.  Yet,  with  all 
this  perfection  and  elAcieivcy  in  (be  regular  mode  of 
warfare,  (hey  are  not  farmidable  and  efficient  to  an  In. 


dian  enemy*  they  are  in  fsct  almost  utelets  In  etniggle 
with  the  Indians. 

The  Northwestern  frontier  1)  generally  an  open  prairie 
country,  auch  that  a  regular  intsntry  army  cannot  com- 
pel the  ladisna  to  come  (o  battle.  The  Indiani,  with 
the  greateat  ease,  can  escape  from  the  pun-uit  of  such 
forces,  and  will  not  make  an  attack  until  they  have 
clearly  and  decidedly  the  advantage.  They  are  mostly 
mounted  on  ponies  that  are  Rs  manageable  in  a  fight  aa 
the  Indian  warrior  himtelf.  They  can,  while  on  horae- 
back,  going  faster  than  ■  full  gallop,  toad  and  discharge 
their  guns  at  their  encmyi  and  even  on  foot  they  are 
much  more  expert  (ban  a  soldier  of  the  regular  army. 

The  artillery,  (hat  are  the  common  attendants  of  a 
regular  army,  are  uaeless  encumbrineea  in  the  pursuit  of 
an  Indian  enemy  in  the  Northwest.  A  cannon,  which 
must  of  necessity  be  conveyed  In  a  alow  march  with  an 
army,  may,  in  aome  rare  cases,  answer  a  good  purpose 
•galnat  an  Indian  enemyi  but  it  serves  oftener  for  the 
laughter  and  ridicule  of  such  an  enemy  than  &r  hia  ui- 
Doyance. 

An  efficient  mounted  force  ia  alone  competent  and 
formidable  to  the  Indians  in  the  Nortbweit.  We  (hen 
meet  them  in  their  own  msnnert  we  are  then  on  an  equal 
standing  with  themt  and  In  no  other  way  can  we  act  with 
them,  so  ai  to  strike  terror  into  tbem,  and  keep  them  in 
proper  tubjectlon. 

I  will  support  tbe  amendment  which  the  genderaait 
from  Uisaouri  [Ur,  Ashui]  intends  (o  make,  to  raise 
another  regiment  of  dragoons,  equal  in  strength  and  hi 
all  respect!  to  (be  regiment  now  m  aervioe.  Thia  regi- 
ment, or  perhaps  more  than  one,  will  be  neceaiary  to 
prater ve  peace  and  quiet  between  the  Indiana  and  whitea 
on  the  frontiers. 

If  the  committee  will  reflect  on  the  extent  of  frontier 
(o  prolect,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  one,  at  least,  ad- 
ditional regiment  of  dragoona  raised  for  this  service. 
Our  frontiers,  with  their  Indian  tribes  will  extend  from 
Detroit  or  Michilimsckinac,  around  the  settled  parts  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  Gulf  of  Hexioo;  a  distanoe  of 
more  than  two  thousand  tniles,  by  tbe  windings  of  (he 
■etdementa  on  (be  frontiers. 

i  would  respectfully  aak  the  committee  if  one  regi- 
ment, nn  matter  how  efficient  it  would  be,  and  even 
commanded  by  a  Dodge,  who  is  acknowledged  bj  all 
IQ  be  an  able  and  excellent  officer,  cotdd  guard  and 
protect  thia  fronlietf  Thry  would  not  be  able  to  make 
a  demonstration  of  their  force,  without  action,  to  all  the 
Indians  aurroundirg  (bis  extended  border.  It  is  quite 
out  of  tbe  power  of  any  one  regiment  of  mounted  men 
lo  secure  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  eoiintr;  on  all  lhi« 
frontier.  There  ia,  in  many  sections  of  (be  frontier,  dia- 
satlafsclion  expregsed  by  the  Indiana.  In  the  territory 
south  of  the  Wiiconain  river  the  Winnebago  Indiana 
have  returned  to  the  linds  they  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  agreed  lo  abandon.  Their  return  to  tbe 
ceded  country  has  given  tbe  citliena  aome  uneiainesn, 
which  may  terminate  in  bloodied,  if  no!  prevented  by 
an  efficient  mounted  force  stationed  in  the  country. 
There  may  be  other  portions  of  the  frontier  in  danger, 
(o  sn  equsl  degree. 

If  the  committee  are  inSuenced  by  the  dictatea  of 
that  humanity  which  is  ao  jutllBab^y  evinced  for  the  In- 
dians on  many  occisions,  they  will  sustain  thii  measure.  - 
Thii  policy  ia  s>  much  for  (he  pro(ec(ion  of  (he  Indisn  as 
white  tnan.  Il  ia  calculated  to  secure  that  peace  srtd 
tranquillity  between  tbe  Indiana  and  whites  which  (be 
Indians  are  dispoaed  to  break  on  all  occaalons  when 
they  c«n  efTect  it  with  impunity. 

They  are  ignorant  and  uninforised  as  lo  (he  strength 
of  the  United  States.  Not  many  uf  tbem  have  ever 
(ravelled  over  the  several  State*)  and  tbcy  know  little 
or  nothing  about  the  force  and  strength  of  (he  Genenil 
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Governinciit,  rzcept  from  rumor,  which  very  oflen  they 
do  not  beliere  for  %  moment.  They  have  no  mrtinB  of 
correct  informslion.  They  often  heir  contradictory 
ttalementi  of  the  itrength  ind  diipoml'ion  of  the  United 
Slatei  towtrdi  lliemgand  tome  time*  direct  faiie  itate- 
menu  are  made  to  them,  to  deceive  them,  foriomebaM 
purpoM. 

It  will  he  readily  perceWed  that  it  !■  not  strange  they 
know  but  litdc  of  the  urenglh  and  power  oF  the  United 
Statea,  and,  of  course,  are  not  in  fear  of  them.  But 
when  an  efficient  mounted  force  ii  exhibited  to  their 
•enacs,  and  in  a  situation  to  act  eflicirnlly  and  powerfully 
on  tbem,  if  necessary,  tliey  then,  and  not  before,  know 
their  tituatioQ  and  inferiority,  and  will  remain  quiet  and 
peaceabte  accordingly. 

Some  ^ntlemen  think  it  it  of  vast  importance  to  limit 
the  number  of  troops  which  the  President  is  authorized 
__  ... ,.,. .._      njj  ^( 

in  the  bill 
ed  by  the 
President.     The  proper  number  would  be  always  found 
in  Ibe  West  to  answer  all  emergencies. 

Hr.  Chairman,  you  cannot  keep  back  the  brave  sons 
of  the  West,  whenever  there  is  a  necessity  for  their  mil- 
itary services  in  defence  of  their  country.  There  are 
no  paper  laws  on  this  subject  that  will  suppress  ttM  pa- 
triotism that  burns  in  the  breast  of  a  Western  man,  when 
bis  country  is  invaded  by  an  Indian  or  other  foe.  The 
cold  and  beartlesi  calculation  of  dollars  and  cents  is  not 
indulged  in  when  the  savages  are  about  to  wreak  their 
vengeance  on  the  weak  and  defenceless  part  of  the 
Gommuniiy.  The  nice  and  mathematical  calculation  as 
-to  the  number  of  volunteers  that  is  to  be  employed  in 
(he  service  is  no*,  indulged  in  when  the  country  is  over- 
run by  an  enemy  whose  mode  of  warfkre  ia  the  murder 
and  mauaere  of  innocent  women  and  children.  On  all 
such  emergencies  Che  Western  people  rise  en  mam,  in 
number*  suiRcient  for  the  occasion,  and  never  fail  to 
chastise  the  enemy.  This  they  do  without  a  consultsiion 
with  the  President  The  distance  is  generally  so  grest 
from  tbe  seat  of  Government  that  a  delay  would  be  &tal. 
It  ia  idle  end  ridiculous  to  witness  the  burning  orhouies 
ftnd  the  murder  of  the  citizens,  snd  wait  a  month  or  more 
to  receive  order*  from  the  Preddent  what  to  do.  Is 
(here  any  member  of  this  committee  that  would  quietly 
wait  on  such  occasions,  and  count  over  the  precise  num- 
ber of  volunteers  the  PreHdeVit  ought  to  sccept  in  ser- 
vice? The  nature  of  the  transaction,  the  crisis,  and 
emergency  of  the  occasion,  forbid  the  idea  of  delay. 
Dela^,  as  I  before  said,  would  be  fatal.     Ttterefore,  ~ 


defence  and  protection  of  the  country.  If  something  he 
not  done  on  the  subject,  we  may  witness  again,  as  we 
did  in  1B32  on  the  Western  frontier,  the  mssMcre  of 
women  and  children,  and  the  war  whoop  uf  the  savsge, 
esiended  all  along  our  border.  One  single  regiment, 
properly  stationed  in  Florida,  might  have  prevented  the 
lodian  war  in  that  country,  and  saved  many  live*  and 
much  treasure. 

To  prevent  the  calimitiet  of  an  Indian  war,  and  to 
preserve  alio  the  lives  nf  the  Indians,  this  bill,  with  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  genilemtn  from  Missouri, 
[Mr,  AsBLST,]  snd  other  preventive  measures,  ou^t 
immediately  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  remarked,  that  ir  the  committee 
would  reflect  for  a  moment  on  the  condition  of  the 
Western  frontier,  it  struck  him  that  they  would  retain 
the  msximum  of  numbers  in  the  bill.  The  condition  of 
the  Mexican  frontier  had  been  adverted  toi  and  be  did 


not  think  that  gentlemen  could  look  at  that  condition,  a* 
developed  from  documents  and  advices  received  witbin 
the  last  few  days,  without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  slumbering 
at  their  post.  The  Meiicsn  army  were  at  this  lione 
approaching  our  frontiert  and  what  must  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequences  if  they  did,'  Why,  there  were  ten 
thousand  chancel  to  one  that  there  would  be  a  general 
war  by  the  Indians  upon  the  whole  of  that  frontier,  the 
moment  the  Teians  were  driven  to  our  borders,  as  he 
firmly  believed  Ihey  would  be.  The  Mexican  army  was 
well  appointed,  much  more  numerous  and  much  more 


bravery  of  the  Texan*,  for  numbers  preponderated  too 
much  against  them. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Mexican  army 
were  veteran*  in  tiie  service,  having  been  more  or  leaa 
engaged  in  actual  warfare  for  the  last  twenty  year**  uid, 
moreover,  that  many  of  them  were  mountaineers,  and 
had  been  accustomed  to  the  highways.  He  was  satisfied 
that  both  the  force  and  prowess  of  the  Mexican  army  had 
been  greatly  underrated.  With  the  contest  going  on 
there  we  had  nothing  to  do(  but  we  had  much  to  do  with 
our  frontier,  and  therefore  ought  to  take  efllcient  meai- 
urei  for  its  protection.  He  was  wilting  to  devote  the 
whole  of  this  day  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill;  and 
he  hoped  tbe  maximum  of  numbers  would  be  retained. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ■. 
entirely  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CxMBaiLiBO,]  in  the  necessity  of  strengthenlnE 
our  military  force  on  the  Western  frontier)  for  himself 
he  should  vote  for  an  increase  of  our  force  in  that  qusr- 
ter,  as  well  on  account  of  the  danger  which  we  had  a 
right  to  ipprehendortnipture  with  the  Indians,  as  from 
the  events  which  are  occarring  in  the  province  of  Texas. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  if  our  information  does  not  deceive  us, 
a  moat  bloody  war  is  waging  on  our  borders,  between 
the  Texan*  and  Hexicans — a  war  which,  for  iti  cruelty 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans,  is  without  an  example  in 
the  history  of  savage  nitioni — ■  war  in  which  the  Mexk 
can  eeneril  sets  al  de6ance  all  the  rules  of  civilized 
warfare.  Shall  we  not  prepare  to  see,  at  leut,  that  tbe 
bloody  Bag  shall  halt  at  our  border? 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  deure  to  embarraaa  the  admia- 
istration,  in  regard  to  the  delicate  relatione  between  tlua 
country  and  Mexico,  by  any  htaty  movement  of  hisg  nor 
would  he,  on  the  present  occasion,  inquire  how  br  it 
might  be  the  duly  of  this  Government  to  compel  the 
Mexicans,  in  this  contest,  to  observe  the  rules  of  civil- 
ized warfare.  He  wiahed  to  sav  to  the  administration, 
that  in  such  an  effort  they  should  have  his  cordisi  sup- 
Mr.  HASON,  of  Virginia,  did  not  understand  that  thia 
bill,  in  any  wsy,  proposed  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  but  merely  authorized 
him  to  relieve  the  State*,  hy  accepting,  in  lieu  of  the 
force  to  be  furnished  by  them,  the  service*  of  volunteers. 
It  was  acknowledged  that  the  service  to  be  required  was 
one  of  a  nature  far  beyond  the  efficiency  uflhe  ordinary 
militia;  and  on  this  ground,  therefore,  he  should  vote  for 
the  hill.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  relations  of  the 
Government  of  tbe  United  States,  and  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  had  asauraeJ,  in  that 
quarter  of  our  country,  an  important  aspect)  but  he 
■hould  not  give  his  support  to  this  bill  from  any  appre- 
hension that  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates  was  to  bo 
invaded,  nor  from  any  apprehension  that  the  ruthless  and 
cruel  tyrant  of  Mexico  wis  tu  unfold  the  bloody  flag  in 
our  atmoapberc.  He  had  no  such  apprelieniions.  It 
was,  however,  undoubtedly  the  duly  of  the  Government 
uf  the  United  Slates  lu  look  to  the  security  of  its  citizen* 
in  that  quirtcr,  and  to  tbst  of  the  settlers  near  tbe  In- 
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diiTM  vbo  Iwil  gone  weit  of  the  Missinippr.  The;  b*d 
m  right  to  look  to  lh«  Government  for  protection,  to  call 
upon  it  to  uHi  the  ilrong  arm  of  power,  when  necewry, 
to  prolFCt  them  from  the  winton  iifCf;reiiionl  ofuvBRCi, 
who,  experience  hu  liug;ht  w,  could  neither  be  civilized 
nor  reitrained  but  by  ■  powerful  force.  The  very  cir- 
Cumitinee  of  to  many  Indiint  being  thrown  togrther, 
their  known  iliipnaition  tu  violence  and  war,  alwaya 
seeking  occuion  of  hoitilily  without  adrqiiatecaiiBe,  and 
other  circiimitaneei  he  need  not  pirticuUrly  advert  to 
then,  juatiGeil  an  apprelieniion,  ralher  than  anticipation, 
that  ag^reBsloni  may  be  committed,  and  cauie  of  war 
might  arise.  Tbe  object  of  thii  bill  was  to  orginize  an 
efficient  force,  which  would  act  a«  a  priiteclion  to  our 
'Writern  frontier,  and  be  mora  efFrctive  than  any  militia 
bree  thtt  could  be  brought  nut.  He  therefore  alncerely 
livate<l  thM  the  bill  would  pan,  but  he  hoped  they  would 
not  involve  in  ita  coniideralion  any  of  thoac  extremely 
delicate  qiieationt  connected  with  our  foreign  afTairi. 
They  owed  obligilioni  under  the  itipulations  vf  solemn 
treatiesi  and,  in  conformity  with  the  long-established 
UMge  of  this  GoTemment,  he  hoped  they  would  be  main- 
tained, on  their  part,  with  sacred  and  inviolable  fldeliiy. 
He  hoped  that  they  wou'd  not  permit  themielvri  to  be 
ted  away  by  their  feelinga  or  sympathies  to  take  any  btep 
Which  might,  in  any  way,  interfere '  with  the  obligstions 
of  those  treaties. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  there  could 
not  be  any  man  on  that  floor  mora  opposed  than  he  was 
to  any  strengthening  of  tlie  military  arm  of  the  Govern- 
tnent,  beyond  what  wsa  ibaolntely  necessary.  He  did 
regard  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  with  certain  modifica- 
tions, aa  demanded  for  the  protection  of  our  frontier. 
Perhaps  he  wai  over  sensitive  on  i  he  subject  of  increase 
of  mitilHry  power.  But  as  Ihia  force  can  only  be  neees- 
asry  in  case  of  Indian  boatilities,  he  thought  live  thousand 

any  Indian  war.  He  should  therefore  move  these  amend- 
ments, and  another  to  restrict  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
tu  caaes  of  Indian  hostilitiea. 

As  to  the  idea  of  suppressing  insurrection,  and  llie 
kvy  of  ten  thousand  men  for  twelve  months  for  such  a 

Sarpoae,  it  was  nothing  leas  [han  prepuiteruus.  Coming 
■om  that  region  where  it  was  supposed  insurrections 
were  most  likely  to  occur,  he  beg|[ed  to  assure  the  com- 
mittee that  no  such  aid  was  needeti.  He  had  read  of  an 
ancient  people,  he  believed  the  Scythians,  who,  upon  a 
general  revolt  of  t lie ir  slaves,  went  out  lo  meet  them  with 
no  other  weapons  than  their  whipai  at  aight  of  which, 
thealaveaall  fled  or  surrendered.  The  people  of 'the 
slave  States  need  no  other  aid  or  weapons;  and  aa-lo  the 
danger  augj^ealed  from  another  quarter,  the  unfurling 
upon  our  frontier  of  the  bloody  flig  of  Santa  Anns,  there 
was  just  sa  much  danger  and  no  more  than  there  waa  of 
the  descent  upon  our  coast  of  Admiral  MBck^u's  fli. . 
That  vile  miscreant,  Santa  Anns,  regardless  as  be  is  of 
all  the  laws  of  nature,  of  nstions,  and  of  civilized 
is  not  quite  CO  regardless  of  his  own  neck  sa  to  se 
foot  upon  our  free  soil,  ss  yet  unpolluted  by  the  tresd  of 
such  a  mnnater.  Would  to  God  he  would.  Ur.  T. 
would  freely  forgive  him  for  all  hia  cold-blooded  and 
mereileM  atrocity  at  SI.  Antonio,  if  he  would  do  that  ur 
any  thing  else  wtiich  would  furnish  us  a  fsir  pretext  not 
only  to  avenge  our  slsutthtered  countrymen,  but  lo  vin- 
dicate the  usages  of  civilii;ed  warfure,  by  the  punishment 
of  him  who  has  been  guilty  of  the  most  signal  Initance 
m  modern  limes  of  tlieir  violation.  Having  no  appre- 
benvoni  but  of  Indian  war,  he  would  only  legislate  for 
that  psrllcular  case.  He  thought  five  thoutand  men,  and 
six  months,  quite  ss  much  of  force  and  of  lime  as  waa 
neaeaaary  to  terminate  any  Indian  war. 

Mr.  T.  meant  not  the  slightest  dispsrsgemenC  to  Ihe 
distingiiisbed  officers  who  have  had  command  in  Flontla. 


Their  past  lives  were  a  guarantee  that  they  had  done  sU 
that  they  could  do.  But  they  have  certainly  not  gained 
any  freah  laurels  there.  Mr.  T.  did  not  think  regular 
oflieera  and  their  infantry  soldiers  exactly  the  trnops  to 
fifCht  Indians.  They  were  superior  lo  other  troops  !a 
science,  strategy,  tactics,  marching,  wheeling,  and  fa- 
cing! but  of  what  value  were  all  these  in  figliting  ln< 
dlana?  Of  no  mure  than  inaaquirrel  hunt.  In  borseman- 
ahip  and  the  uae  of  the  rifle  Ihey  are  necea«arily  deft- 
cient.  Tlie  troops  proper  for  such  wsrs  are  those  which 
thia  bill  propoaesi  good  marksmen,  well  mounted,  Mr. 
T.  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  expressing  apprehension  of  hostile  movements  by 
the  North  weal  ern  Indians,  and  the  opinion  that  it  was  ne- 
cesiary  lo  increaae  the  military  force  there.  Thia  waa 
the  opinion  of  one  occupying  a  position  which  gave  him 
better  means  of  viewing  the  whole  ground  than  any  other 
individual  or  dozen  individuals  could  have.  A  man,  too, 
thoroughly  conversant  with  Indian  cliarscter,  and  a  gen- 
tleman, he  look  pleasure  in  adding,  of  liberal,  j  tiat,  and 
enlarged  viewi.  He  would  not,  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
officer  referred  to  by  one  gentleman,  highly  deserving 
as  that  officer  might  be,  nor  of  any  other  ind  vidual  otB- 
cer,  that  there  was  no  danger,  take  the  responsibility  o( 
slighting  the  admonition  of  Ihe  Secretary,  or  of  leaving 
any  thing  undone  to  protect  our  frontiers. 

One  word  in  reply  to  Ihe  gentleman. from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Hiiri',]  who  had  been  pleaaed  very  gratuitously  to 
aay  that  the  people  of  Florida  were  no  doubt  aa  bravft 
and  chivalrous  as  any  people  in  the  world,  always  ex- 
cepting Ihe  conitituents  of  two  or  three  of  the  gentlemen 
from  South  Csrolina.  Mr.  T.  wss  not  conscious  of  hav- 
ing merited  ibis  aneer;  be  had  not,  on  that  or  any  other 
occasion,  said  one  wot^  about  the  courage  or  chivalry  of 
his  Stsle.  He  agreed  ful'y  with  Ihe  gentlemsn  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  VianaBroiL,]  that  thtre  wss  a  Stale 
egotism  aa  unbecoming  as  any  oll)eri  and  if  there  waa 
any  one  species  of  egotism  more  despicable  than  another, 
it  was  the  vaunting  of  courage.  It  Fort  Mouhric,  Eu- 
taw,  Cowpens,  King's  Mountain,  as  many  victorioui 
revolutionary  battle-fields  aa  are  to  he  found  in  all  ibe 
rest  of  our  country  put  together,  do  not  attest  the  true 
character  of  the  State,  nothing  tliat  he  could  aay  would. 
But  he  was  sure  that  no  one  will  ever  bereaOer  be  so 
superfluous  aa  to  talk  of  Carolina  chivalry.  Tbal  matter 
is  nowallaellled. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  aaya  Ihst  Ihey  *r«  » 
chivalrous  people.  Who  dare  doubt  itherearier?  I  will 
only  add,  sir,  that  if  it  were  a  question  of  drilling  party 
troops,  of  inalructing  how  a  collar  can  be  worn  with 
moat  ease,  grace,  and  profit,  or  a  quealion  of  pet  banks, 
or  how  a  given  quantity  of  public  money  may  be  used 
so  as  to  corrupt  the  greatest  number  of  vulea,  that  there 
(iould  be  no  authority  higher  ihan  the  genlleman'a.  But 
chivalry  brings  up  at  once  ideas  of  honor,  disinleresfed- 
nesa,  courtesy,  and  all  occompliahment.  Mr.  T.  thought 
that  chivalry  is  somewhat  out  of  that  genilemsn's  line  of 
business,  snd  be  would  recommend  to  him  the  good  old 
adBge  "fiem/orufirfl  trepidam."  [Mr.  Uanx  said  he 
had  not  Intended  a  fisrcssm  on  South  Carolina.]  Mr.  T. 
replied,  the  gentlemsn  Miys  he  did  not  intend  a  sarcasm. 
Very  well,  air.  Then  he  meant  ■  CDniplimenl;  a  com- 
pliment by  which  the  Stale  is  like  to  be  as  little  benefit- 
ed sa  it  would  have  been  disparaged  by  the  sarcasm. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  eiplsined.  He  did  not  »y  there 
wax  any  fear  of  sn  invasion  by  a  Mexican  army:  what  he 
said  waa,  that  the  Mexicans  might  reach  our  frontier, 
and  that  circumstance  might  be  the  cause  of  stirring  up 
the  Indians  lo  hostilitiea  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HARRISON  spoke  as  folloin's: 

It  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  Ihe  part  of  wisdom  lo  occommodattt 
our  condition  to  the  circumstance*  which  aurround  us. 
Before  the  policy  was  adupted  of  removing  the  Indiana 
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weit  of  thfl  UiMiwippi,  ind  concentratlnf  thrm  upon 
tba  barden  of  JfiMouri  and  Arkiiuu,  it  wu  not  lo  ne- 
cetwry  la  incK>K  the  umy,  or  to  wJopt  wch  m^uure* 
u  would  mare  readily  contribute  to  the  derence  and 
protection  of  (he  country.  BrFore  their  re mont,  thef 
were  acattercd  over  twenty-rour  Stale*  and  three  Ter- 
ritorieit  and,  from  their  wcikneii,  were  eonildetYd 
more  aa  troubleaome  neisfibora  than  datiReroui  enemies. 
But  tiov,  air,  thii  atate  dT  thinga  ia  greatly  chan^d,  and 
an  imjKriouj  duty  dcTotve*  upon  thia  Government 
prompily  and  elScirntly  to  afford  adequate  protection 
to  those  moit  expoied  to  the  attacki  of  lliii  uncertain 
and  dangeroui  dm  nf  people.  I  am  glad  10  aee  the 
genttenwn  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cambhiliib,]  and  the 
Eentlenun  from  South  Carolina,  [Hr.  Thomf«ux,]  sup- 
porting Ihia  meaagre*  They  have  no  immediate  intereat 
in  it,  ai  we  have.  It  augura  well  for  th0  eauar,  and 
belter  for  their  heaHai  Tor,  areing  the  danger  lo  which 
the  WeaCem  frontier  ia  ezpoaed,  they  are  willing,  ai 
liberiland  high-minded  patriot^  to  give  us  the  protec- 
tion which  we  aik. 

Theae  Indians  are  thrown  immediilely  upon  our  bor- 
ders, without  our  aolicilalton  or  consent,  and  in  auch  a 
manner  aa  lo  make  ihem  feel  their  strength,  and  conse- 
quently lo  be  more  ready  to  seek  that  revenge  whieh 
tbeir  wild  and  ferocioui  temper  nurtures  against  the 
white  men.  Now  i(  Ihe  time  to  increase  the  military 
force  of  the  country;  your  own  policy  baa  led  to  the 
necetsilyi  and  if  it  is  not  done  In  a  way  adequale  lo  Ihe 
emergency,  this  Government  will  prove  herself  recre- 
ant to  every  principle  far  which  Govcrnmenti  are  insli- 
tuted,  and  falthlesa  to  the  plclge  which  her  policy  baa 
created.  Look  at  thia  map,  (holding  up  ■  map  of  the 
Indian  country,)  let  gentlemen  examine  it  closely,  and 
answer  me,  if  Ihe  Western  frontier  ia  not  in  danger  every 
day  from  the  attacka  of  these  Mvagea.  Are  gentlemen 
unacquainted  with  the  Indian  character?  Have  no  Ici- 
tonsuf  wisdom  beencollected  from  the  past?  Do  they  not 
know  the  uncertain,  capricious,  stKl  savage  disposition 
of  the  Indiana?  And  are  we  to  be  told  that  there  ia  no  dan- 

Sr — that  all  is  peace  and  quietude?  Sir,  this  will  not 
t  it  is  mockery.  The  map  which  I  hold  in  my  hand 
shows  oureipoaed  situstiom  it  shows  that  the  whole  bor- 
ders  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  from  the  Uiuisuppi  to 
the  Hrd  river,  are  lined  with  numerous  tribea  of  Indian^ 
who  might  at  any  time  fall  upon  our  defenceless  ci I izena, 
and,  before  they  could  be  checked,  mirht  spread  far  and 
wide  the  work  of  death  and  deaolaiion.  This  ia  loo 
muchi  the  very  thought  of  our  condition  is  appallin^t 


and  if  the  Government  will  not  afford  Ihe 


tiction,  aho  wilt  act  a  cold,  calcullling,  unfeeling,  and 
faithless  part  toward*  u*. 

I  liave  been  aat on ithed,  utterly  confounded,  lo  see  any 
opposition  either  lo  the  bill  or  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  my  colleague.  To  a  measure  lo  jual  and  neceiairy 
il  was  impoasible  we  could  anticipate  that  there  would 
be  any  objrcliona.  I  uk  gentlemen  if  they  have  seriously 
considered  this  aubjecti  If  tlicy  have,  in  sober  earneat- 
nesa,  examined  it  in  all  it*  detail*.  Are  they  appriicd 
of  the  number  of  Indians,  emigrant  and  native,  that  line 
our  frontiers?  Do  they  know  Ihe  distance  that  there  i* 
between  the  forts  that  are  aituated  in  the  immense  ex- 
tent of  country  weat  and  aouih  of  us;  and  the  force,  yes, 
the  collected  force,  which  they  contain.'  I  particularly 
beg  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  thi*  branch  of  the 
subject.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ahows 
that  we  now  have  on  our  Northern  and  Western  fron- 
tien,  of  emigrant  and  native  Indiana,  about  160,000;  and 
Uiat  there  will  be,  when  all  ahall  have  been  removed 
west  of  the  Miaissippi,  about  353,000.  It  ahows,  further, 
that  the  dlatance  between  Fort  Towson  and  Fort  Gib- 
•on,  ia  300  mile*)  between  Fort  Gibson  and  Fort  Leav- 
Mworth,  ia  300  niles)  between  Fori  Leavtnwortb  and 


Fort  Snelling,  is  400  mile*)  between  Fort  Tcwson  snd 
Fort  Leavenwonh,  ia  500  mileii  between  Fort  Learen- 
wonh  and  Port  De*  Minnei,  is  300|  and  between  Fort 
Dea  Moines  and  Fort  Crawford,  130  milea. 

Ia  (his  not  enough  to  excite  just  ap  prehension*  In  tha 
breast  of  every  candid  man'  Wtiai!  333,000  Indiana 
living  upon  a  frontier  of  about  a  thousand  milea  in  extent^ 
capable,  in  the  event  of  a  general  war,  of  bringing  into 
Ihe  field  at  lessl  30,000  warriors)  and  in  the  event  of* 
war  of  any  deiicri  piton,  from  two  to  five  thousand)  and 
yet  there  la  no  danger,  no  cauae  fur  alarm!  Sir,  Ihia  )• 
but  trifling  with  ui— it  is  adding  inault  lo  injustice.  But 
we  are  answered,  that  the  proposition  contained  in  tha 
ill  will  be  *  Mifficieni  protection,  and  that  tber 


the  proposition  contained  in  the  bill  and  Ihe  amendment 
of  my  colleague?  The  bill  proposea  that  Ihe  President 
shall  accept  the  aervicea  of  the  militia,  for  the  term  or 
one  year,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  Ihe  Indian*,  or  in  tba 
event  of  a  just  apprehennon  of  difficulties  with  then. 
And  the  amendment  proposes  to  give  u*  at  once  pesos 
and  quietude,  by  affording  a*  the  adequate  protection 
hy  raiaing  and  organixing  another  regiment  of  dragoon*. 
We  ask  for  preaent  security.  We  are  answered  ll»t  we 
shall  have  it  when  necessary.  I  say  that  it  Is  r)Q)r  and 
alwBjs  will  be  neceasary,  ai  long  as  these  Indiana  ars 
upon  our  border*.  But  T  will  tell  you  when  you  will 
gire  US  protection.  It  will  be  when  our  dwellingt  ara 
wrapped  in  flameai  when  our  fields  are  laid  wsstei  when 
our  people  are  driven  from  their  homest  when  death  and 
desolation  sltall  stalk  over  Ibe  land)  when  our  wives  and 
our  children  shall  be  inhumanly  butchered)  when  mourti- 
inR  and  grief  shall  cover  (be  land,  and  the  teara  of  tha 
widow  and  the  cries  of  the  orphan  shall  tell  you  Ihe  fate 
of  your  wretched  policy.  Then,  it  will  be  then,  that  you 
will  be  very  kind  in  inving  us  protection!  When  blood 
has  been  shed,  when  livea  nave  been  lost,  and  when  dcso> 
lation  haa  marked  our  fair  and  beautiful  fields  as  Iter  awn, 
then  vou  will  believe  in  the  necessity  of  protection!  and 
II  ia  then  thai  we  shall  receive  your  aid!  See  what  your 
wretched  policy  has  done  for  Florida.  Look  at  her  coii- 
dition.  Houaes  burnt)  plantation*  deatroyedi  the  people 
driven  from  Iheir  home*)  village*  deserted)  and  men, 
women,  and  children,  inhumanly  slanghlered !  The  pic- 
ture ia  but  begun.  L.ook  alitl  further  at  the  gallant  men 
lint  have  falleni  look  at  the  inhuman  massacrea  that  hava 
been  cammlltedi  and  perhaps!  may  reach  the  convic- 
tion* of  eertain  gentlemen  in  Ihi*  Houae  by  Mytng  to 
Ihem,  look  at  Ibe  millions  that  have  been  expended  in 
endeavoring  to  put  down  ■  few  Indiana  In  Florida.  Sir, 
the  whole  affair  is  a  diagrace  to  the  countrv-  H  i>  >  di^ 
grace  lo  our  name,  that  the  proper  ateps  were  nnl  taken 
to  prevent  this  war,  which  could  have  been  easily  donei 
and  it  is  a  riiarreful  and  abiding  disgrace  upon  the  annala 
of  our  country,  that  Oceols,  al  Ibe  head  of  a  few  hundred 
warriors,  haa  baffled  Ihe  akill  and  eluded  the  grasp  of 
our  bravest  and  most  experienced  officers,  at  the  head 
of  a  much  tuperior  force.  And  the  tfar  ia  atill  going  oni 
and  how  it  will  end,  and  when  and  where,  no  one  know*. 
Does  not  this  afford  us  a  lesson  of  wisdom?  Is  not  this 
sufficient  to  convince  you  that,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  aeem- 
ing  to  be  very  economical  and  very  patriotic,  we  have 
too  long  pursued  that  miserable  and  wretched  poltej 
which  bnnga  upon  our  people  ruin,  desolation,  and 
death,  and  upon  our  country  shame  and  disgrace?  Let 
us  change  this  course.  I  ask  it  fur  the  honor  of  the 
country,  and  Ihe  peace  and  safety  of  my  constituents. 

The  army  has  been  alluded  to.  Some  seem  to  think 
our  regular  force  sufficient  to  give  uaall  the  protection 
we  need.  Sir,  it  ia  the  most  abominable  mockery  on 
earth  to  pretend  to  fight  Indinn*  with  regular  troop*. 
They  are  loo  slow  and  loo  regular  in  alT  Ibeir  raof  •• 
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tncnta  to  flfbt  an  enemy  wIm  onljr  flght  from  the  tai' 
bush.  Hm  not  woful  eip«rien<%  njmcicnlly  tiuglit  ui 
Ibct  KfuliT  troops  cannot  nicccHfiiUy  encounter  ths 
IndiantT  From  the  time  of  Braddockl  defeat  to  the 
)>re*ent  hour,  the  history  of  oiir  Indian  wan  aflbrdi  ui 
<thc  nelinebDiy  instruction,  that  it  ii  wone  than  idle 
to  fight  Indians  with  regular  troopi.  I  do  not  mran 
10  disparafe  our  officers  and  troopi  of  the  regular 
army.  BniTer  men  than  they  are,  and  braTer  and 
more  skilful  offie«rs  in  the  science  of  war,  nerer 
liTCd.  It  is  their  very  science  that  makes  them  unfit  to 
fight  the  Indians.  Look  back  at  the  Black  Hawk  wir, 
look  *t  the  present  one  in  Flortds,  and  aay  if  I  haTe  not 
tpokeo  the  truth,  i  say  without  hciitalioD,  and  repeat 
without  meaning  sny  disparagiement,  that  bad  the  gal- 
lant Dodge,  with  hit  corps  of  dragoons,  been  in  PloridB, 
Im  woutd  long  Bince  have  terminated  the  war. 

Gire  us  Wesiern  men,  men  who  un  use  the  rifle,  and 
who  osn  fight  the  Indian  upon  bis  own  terms,  and,  I 
answer  for  It,  they  will  render  to  their  country  a  very 
different  sceouat  from  the  one  we  are  In  the  habit  of 


recciring  from  our  regular  troops. 

Sir,  I  bone  the  amendment  will  be  a 
a  matter  of  right,  as  an  act  of  Jostic* 


iB  carriedi  [  ask  it  as 
„    .  ...       ,  -jtice;  I  ask  it  for  the 

d  safety  of  my  constituents;  I  ask  it  lo  atiy  tht 
tomahawk  and  lo  prevent  the  shedding  of  bloodi  and, 
you  may  rely  upon  it,  it  will  be  themeanaofaccomplish- 
ing  all  those  ends  for  which  I  ask  it. 

I  said  that  I  asked  it  as  s  matter  of  rigbt  and  as  a  mat- 
ter of  JItatice.  As  a  matter  of  right,  because  we  are 
your  counlrpmeni  we  are  Americin  citizena,  and  have 
the  right  to  look  to  the  Government  for  that  adequate 
protection  which  ahe  owes  lo  every  portion  of  the  coun- 
try and  to  all  of  her  citizens,  As  a  matter  of  jjitice, 
because  your  policy  has  placed  them  upon  oor  borders, 
and  because  you  have  armed  them  yourselres.  Never, 
in  the  histoiy  of  our  country,  have  any  Indiana  been 
belter  prepaKd  for  war  than  those  you  have  placed  upon 
our  Irantiers.  The  Government  has  not  only  furniihed 
them  with  the  beat  of  arm^  but  with  the  greatest  shun- 
dance  of  ammunition.  After  having  done  all  thin,  will 
you  Mill  hesitate  to  ^ve  us  the  protection  we  ask?  If 
you  do,  you  sre  faithless  to  the  pledge  which  your 
policy  haa  created,  and  faithless  to  the  obligations  which 
you  owe  ut  at  yonr  countrymen. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  committee,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  the  House,  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 

Hr.  ASHLGT  moved  tosuapend  the  rule  forthisday, 
fbrthe  purpose  of  proceeding  witbibe  consideration  of  the 
bill  aulhorizing  the  President  lo  accept  the  service  of 
volunteers,  and  the  bill  for  the  better  protection  of  the 
Wettern frontier)  which  wassgreedto:YeasllO,  nays40. 

The  House  a^in  went  into  committee,  (Mr.  Huhlsk- 
■SBS  In  the  chair.)  The  former  bill  wassgain  taken  up. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  McKii  wss  agreed  to,  aa 
modi6ed. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendmenl  of  Mr. 
AiBLiT,  which  proposed  lo  raiae  an  additional  regiment 
of  dragoons. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  infantry  were  of  Utile  use  to  put 
into  the  woods  sgslnst  Indians,  but  they  were  services- 
ble  and  were  necenary  to  occupy  the  postii  and,  in 
case  of  a  war,  to  fall  back  and  protect  the  frontier-  The 
war  in  Florida  showed  the  truth  of  this  assertion. 
Haunted  men  were  the  only  kind  of  troopi  to  put  into 
the  field  against  the  Indians)  but  it  must  not  be  aupnoaed 
that  one  little  regiment,  however  brave  and  skilful  they 
might  be,  could  protect  that  froniirr  eilending  from 
the  lakea  to  the  Gulf  of  Hciico.  In  Florida  a  few  hun- 
dred Indians  kept  an  army  engaged  there  of  some  two 
or  three  thouiandi  then,  that  being  the  case,  he  ssked 
how  many  it  would  take  to  keep  at  bay,  on  the  Wettern 


frontiers,  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  warrior*.  Tbe 
Government  was  bound,  he  Mid,  to  keep  a  force  among 
Ihem  to  keep  them  from  committing  depredations  upon 
esch  other  and  upon  the  frontier  inhabitant*.  He  ad- 
vocated his  amendment  at  some  length,  and  urged  tbe 
Bp!edy  pasiage  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  GHANOBRsald:  Hr.  Speaker,  I  riaelo  give  my 
assent  to  thegeneral  propositions  of  this  bill,  and  particu- 
larly lo  say  a  few  worda  in  favor  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  AanLii-} 
1  remember,  air,  (bat  when  the  qiieation  of  removing  the 
Indians  from  their  native  abodes  and  tbe  sepulchres  of 
Iheir  fathers  was  first  raiied,  one  argument  in  its  favor, 
and  one  which  commended  ilaelf  to  me  with  more  force 


them;  that  they  would  be  taken  to  a  country  where 
broad  hunting  grounds  would  be  seenred  to  them;  iImI 
they  would  follow  the  chase  as  they  bad  been  accus- 
tomed lo  follow  it)  and  that,  finding  employment  con- 
genial to  their  habllB,  they  would  have  all  their  simple 
wants  supplied,  and  would  cease  lo  be  the  victims  of 
the  while  man's  capidity. 

1  nemember,  sir,  that  those  who  viewed  this  subject 
more  calmly,  and,  as  it  would  seem;  more  wisely,  then 
prophesied  that  that  would  happen  which  has  happened. 
We  have  been  told,  to-day,  that  Inalead  of  aruling  them- 
selves of  the  advanl^«  promised  to  be  secured  to  them, 
instead  of  being  quiet,  happy  people,  indulging  them- 
selvea  iu  all  the  umple  engagements  of  savage  life,  they 
sre  people  herding  together,  and  pent  up  in  dote 
aquada  on  Ihe  frontier,  as  the  gentlemsn  from  Illlnola 
[Hr.  KiTFOXDs]  has  told  us,  often  aufTering  from  hun- 
ger, enjoying  hui  few  of  Ihe  necesaariea  and  none  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  Dnder  these  circumstances,  sir, 
and  departing  u  they  hive  done   from  the  primitive 


<;res  to  guard  Ihe  frontier  settlements  against  their  dep- 
redationa.  No  gentleman  has  greater  confidence  than 
I  have  in  Ihe  armed  freemen  of  the  United  States,  when 
called  into  action.  The  history  of  the  West  thows  us 
that  there  is  no  community  on  which  we  can  rely  with 
more  security  than  on  Ihe  people  of  that  aeciion.  Bui, 
air,  he  has  been  but  a  careless  observer  of  the  Indian 
character  who  does  net  know  that  the  force  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  is  the  force  of  all  others 
that  an  Indian  dreadi,  and  that  is  effective  in  Indian  war- 
bre.  What  do  you  aee  in  Florida?  All  the  command- 
ing generals  of  your  army  there  assembled)  the  patriotic 
volunteers  fiuwing  In  from  all  your  Southern  and  South- 
weatern  States)  and  stilt  you  find  that  an  army  of  mllilis, 
aided  by  regularly  organiied  infiintry,  is  almost  power- 
leaa  in  this  peculiar  warfare.  He  who  reads  the  ac- 
of  the  day  will  learn  that,  as  your  armiei 


force  ^om  their  ambush.  Why,  sir,  ii 
requires  sn  army  to  figbt  an  Indian)  because  he  regards 
not  the  "  pride,  pomp,  ind  circumstance"  of  war.  His 
warfare  is  Ihe  warfare  of  tublletyi  he  feels  no  diagraee 
in  telling  you  thai  he  will  not  meet  you  on  the  battle- 
field, because  he  has  been  early  taught,  both  by  ssges 
and  warrioti',  tliat  treachery  is  honorable.  How,  then, 
■re  you  to  control  him?  How  are  you  to  address  your- 
selves to  his  fesra?  Only  by  presenting  to  him  that  kind 
of  martial  array  which  can  be  moved  with  celerity,  and 
which  will  present  a  force  at  every  comer.  That  iaonly 
lo  be  found  in  armed  men  who  are  moved  with  a  rspidlly 
equal  In  that  with  which  the  Indian  pushes  on  his  trail, 
or  traverses  the  prairie.  Gentlemen  familiar  with  thia 
specie*  of  warfare  have  told  you  that,  if  you  rely  on 
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jrour  inbnliYi  the  Indian  viU  Uugti  «t  yoOt  scout  youi 
and  that,  befuTC  youhave  moved  ten  imlei  from  the  poiC 
you  abRndtMi,  he  will  poswH  himself  of  that  rery  en- 
campment. I  have  no  objection  to  the  general  provis- 
ion* of  tbit  bill)  for  I  believe  that  autborily,  If  itdoei  not 
now,  abould  at  all  timet  eiiai  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  csll  out  iraaps,  when  wsnling  for  such 
■n  emergency.  T  shall  therefore  vote  for  every  part  uf 
tbe  bill,  t)ut  more  parucularly  for  the  pnipoaition  of  the 

SeDtleman  from  Missouri.  One  word,  wr,  before  I  ^t 
own,  as  to  what  hu  fallen  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  CAUBBSLaxB.] 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  la  a  great  desire  to  creste  > 
wsr  panic  somewhere.  We  are  now  to  raise  an  army  to 
guard  ounclve*  against  Santa  Anna. 

Hr.'  Ci>BBXi.iao  explained.  He  had  said  no  such 
thing)  he  had  said  that  we  must  raise  an  army  to  prevent 
■n  Indian  war.  He  had  expressed  no  opinion  about 
Santa  Anna. 

Hr.  GKAsan.  I  will  endeavor  to  bring  myself  more 
closely  to  the  ^rntlenwn'a  words.  They  were,  sir,  that 
it  cannot  be  disguised  that  there  is  dsnger  that  Santa 
Anna,  in  driving  the  Texans  before  him,  might  follow 
them  to  within  our  fiontier. 

Mr.  Ci>BBi£i>s  said  he  expressly  diaclaimed  having 
u*ed  any  such  language. 

llr.  GaiBesB.  Did  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
disclaim  having  stated  tbe  possibility  of  an  approach  by 
Santa  Anna  upon  tbe  frontier  of  our  country! 

Hr.  CufBBiLiHB  said  be  bsd  atsted  that  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  force  of  the  Mexicans  was  so  itrong  that 
they  would  drive  the  Texans  before  them  on  to  our 
frontier,  which  would  excite  (be  hostility  of  the  sav- 
ages on  the  whole  frontier,  and  bring  upon  us  an  Indian 
war,  against  which  it  woi  necessary  to  protect  ourselves. 

Mr.  GBABBsa.  Then,  sir,  leaving  the  correctness  of 
our  respective  versions  to  be  decided  by  tbe  House,  I 
have  only  to  regret  Ibar,  commanding  the  distinguiihed 
position  he  does,  the  gentleman  should  have  found  it 
Deeesasry  to  have  said  one  word  of  Santa  Anns,  even  in 
connexion  with  our  Western  Indians.  Should  the  crim- 
son flag  of  that  chieftain  ever  be  brought  so  near  Ihit 
frontJel*  (hat  its  blood-stained  fclds  could  be  seen  to 
wave,  tb«  whole  of  the  vast  valleys  of  (he  Mississippi,  of 
tbe  Ohio,  and  of  (be  entire  West,  would  be  poured  fort^ 
to  the  defence  of  our  country.  And,  sir,  the  gentlemsn 
from  New  York,  my  honorable  collcagiiej  knows  as 
well  OB  myself,  that  when  the  hunters  of  Kentucky  snd 
the  riftemen  of  Tennessee  arc  in  (he  field,  the  eoemy 
hod  better  look  out. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  eontended  that,  from  want  of  knowledge 
of  tbe  country,  honorable  roemberi  had,  in  hia  opinion, 
been  entirely  mistaken  in  rEla(ion  (o  the  orders  which 
had  been  given  by  General  Gaioea,  and  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale.  That  a  civil  war  «aa 
now  raging  in  one  of  tbe  Hexican  Slates  was  a  fact  of 
public  notoriety.  Thst,  on  the  part  of  Santa  Anna,  it  was 
waged  in  the  most  barbaroui  manner,  neither  respecling 
convention  nor  parole,  was  equally  notorious.  Prisoner*, 
under  convention,  were  murdered  in  colJ  blood,  nor 
was  helpless  age  or  unoffending  infancy  spared  by  this 
ncdera  Attila.  The  United  Slatei  hod,  in  this  war,  de- 
temined  tipon  a  strict  neutrality  between  tbe  belliger- 
ants.  They  had  acted  upon  this  principlei  but,  an  a 
iieu(ral  Power  contiguous  to  the  contending  armie% 
they  had,  upon  every  just  principle  of  self^lefencr,  high 
inleresli  to  prottcl,  and  duties  (o  perform.  I'hey  were 
bound  to  guard  their  own  territory  and  to  preierv«  the 
lives  and  property  of  tbcir  own  citizens.  The  more 
■snguinary  and  bithless  (he  character  and  conduct  of 
~  ~:  of  (be  belligeran(^  the  more  extensive  become  the 
•-  vhich  they  may  Iske,  and  which 

n  ao^ioion  will  require. 


Now,'  sir,  what  is  the  position  of  LonisiBna.!  C>n  her 
frontier  a  civil  war  rages,  marked,  on  tlie  part  of  tbe 
Mexicans,  with  ibe  most  alrociotia  fcroglty.  If  Santa 
Anna  perpetrate  his  sanguinary  s«hemBs,  and  imbody 
hordes  of  Indians,  whose  mode  of  warfare  we  are  ac- . 
quainted  witb,  and  that  band  of  patriots  in  Texas, 
arrayed  for  the  defence  of  their  homes^  Ibeir  liberty, 
and  (heir  bmiliet,  should  be  stricken  down,  you  bave 
but  about  ux  hundred  men  in  the  field  under  General 
Gsinei^  to  arrest  (he  progress  of  San(^  Anna  and  hi*. 
myrmidoDt  to  New  Orleans.  Under  such  a  state  of 
tbingv,  Louinana  would  soon  be  desolated.  Tbe.  coun- 
try between  the  Sabine  and  Mississippi  oontaina  hut  a 
very  sinill  white  population.  I  should  say,  in  the  four 
western  parishes  belov  Red  river,  there  arc  not  mora 
than  twelve  thousand  whiles  to  forty  tbouaand  sIbvm.  It 
is  an  extraordinary  fact,  from  the  fornalion  of  the 
country,  that,  if  the  Texans  and  the  force  of  Ocnaral 
Gaines  should  be  d^troyed,  a  thousand  delemined' 
mounted  men  could  dash  from  (he  Sabine,  cut  down  thm 
levees  on  the  Hisussippi  in  twen(y  places,  inundate  (he  - 
whole  lower  country,  destroy  New  Orleans,  aod  retire 
before  a  papulation  could  be  co1lec(od  to  make  head 
against  them.  Is  (hit  romance,  or  is  it  sober  reality?  I 
appeal  to  my  honorable  colleague*  for  (he  correctoasa 
of  my  statements. 

General  Gainea  has  made  a  requisition  on  QovervHir 
White,  who  has  declined  complying  with  it,  for  want  of 
funds,  (he  I>egiilature  not  being  in  session.  He  has 
conversed  with  General  Planche,  the  gallant  leader  of 
the  legion,  who  is  ready  to  march  with  that  corps,  ex- 
celled by  none  in  discipline,  chivalry,  snd  patriotiim. 
Let  us,  then,  appropria(e  the  funds  which  ihis  bill  con* 
templates,  snd  remove  the  difficuUy  the  Governor  bss 
raised — a  difficulty  on  all  former  occasions  unheard  of  in 
Louisiana,  for  she  has  sprung  to  arms  and  fought  most 
nobly  on  every  requisition  of  the  Qovemment. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  furnished  tbe  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  (o  the  course  (his  Government 
would  pursue  in  case  of  our  neutrality  being  threatened. 
They  are  given  in  (be  spirit  of  honest  neutrality,  snd 
are  at  the  same  time  evincive  of  the  clearcK  military 
foresight.  They  ahow  the  firm,  upright  determination 
ofthe  Government  to  protect  tbe  eilixenaof  ourfroDiierv. 
Alter  reaiting  these  documents,  they  can  repose  quietly; 
withoul  thetn,  fears  and  apprehensions  would  have  in> 
duced  them  to  instant  removal. 

We  know,  sir,  that  the  true  Sabine  baa  never  been 
definitively  settled.  A  treaty  has  been  ratified  lo  effect 
it  immediately.  We  know,  (oo,  that  the  branch  running 
(hroiigh  Nacogdoches  is  (he  wes(em  branch  of  those 
streams  which  empty  into  (he  Sabine  lake,  and  all  united 
form  the  Sabine  to  the  sea.  The  Sabine  take  is  only  a 
widening  of  the  Sabine  river,  in  consequence  of  low 
lands  on  the  bankf,  and  in  ordinary  water  is  only  one  or 
(wo  miles  broad,  snd  Is  in  fact  thetrue  river.  Of  coarse, 
until  the  line  is  run,  our  Govvrnment  should  not  sufler 
the  Mexicans  or  Texans  to  take  posseitlon  of  any  in(er- 
mediate  point  ofthe  valley  ofthe  Ssbine.  The  longest 
branch  ofthe  Sabine  river  is  now  reported  to  be  many 
n^lcs  westward  of  (he  (Uftposed  limits  of  Louisiana. 
Arkansas  has  already  organized  two  populous  counties 
shove  the  33d  degree  to  the  westward  of  (he  branch 
which  has  been  considered  in  Louisiana  a*  tbe  true 
branclit  because  we  never  have  explored  the  counlry. 
Arkansas  has  done  il,  and  organ  zed  ber  counties,  being 
convinced  (hat  the  wcatern  branch  I*  (he  longest  branch 
of  (he  river,  and  of  eourse  is  the  true  Sabine,  vithin  the 
meaning  of  the  treat*.  I'eiu  aim  cUims  (his  territory. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  the  ground  which  ihe  Secretary  of 
Stale  ha*  assumed,  and  which  the  honorable  member 
from  Haasachusctta  [Mr.  Aeaiu}  has  so  aeverely  cen- 
■uredf    Why,  it  is  thisi  that  until  the  line  is  dtfiDitivel/ 
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Mttled,  the  niley  of  the  Stbine  itiall  remiin  neutral 
(poond.  We  tnume  no  hottilettliludetowardithe  bel- 
fifertntii  but  we  have  righti  to  be  eitkbllihed  on  the 
holier  territory.  One  of  theae  rif^ti  i«  petceibly  to 
explore  mlt  theie  brinchei  of  the  Sibine  rirer,  for  the 
purpose  of  Mccrtaining  the  true  line  contemplaed  by 
tbe  Ireily. 

If  either  the  Mexictni  or  Tezani  atteiDpt,  with  an 
■rmrd  force,  tooceupy  one  of  the  branehea  of  the  Sabine, 
lo  our  eicluiion,  until  the  line  be  aetlled,  our  farcea 
(nMifyingbolh|i»rtiei)i1iDu]dadTancetooldFortNacoK- 
doehea^  lituated  upon  the  weilern  branch,  and  hold  it 
until  the  boundary  ia  lacertained.  Ii  Ihia  not  acting  in 
good  faith  ai  a  neutral?  Ia  it  takingany  partinthe  warl 
la  it  not  frankly  appriiing  the  Mexican  chief  that  Iheae 
iDovementi  are  only  proviaionalty  made,  lo  aecure  our 
righla  In  running  an  undefined  boundary,  b?  rot  allow- 
ing any  militury  poaieaiion  to  be  permanently  aaaumedf 
Aa  a  military  poailion,  it  la  the  anif  one  which  can  be 
taken  by  General  Gainea  lo  cover  our  population  from 
the  Mexicans  and  Iheir  Indian  alliea.  Bear  in  mind,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  General  Gainca  ia  onlheeaat  aide  of  what 
baa  been  auppoaed  lo  be  the  main  Sabine,  though 
It  ia  doubled  whether  it  be  >o.  There  are  upon 
weatern  branch,  in  advance  of  General  Oainea,  tliirt, 
forty  mile*  to  the  northweat,  two  countiea  of  Arkttiua 
•Mith  of  Red  river.  These  two  counliea  cannot  be  ap- 
preached  at  this  seaaon  wilh  an  army  by  any  other  route 
than  the  road  lo  Kaco^dochesi  and  ifOenerat  Gainea  were 
lo  remain  in  hia  poiilion,  and  allow  the  Mexican  force  to 
occupy  Nacogdocheai  they  would  in  fact  be  between  him 
and  those  counties  he  would  be  called  upon  to  defend. 
The  frontier  population  would  be  separated  from  the 
umy  which  was  to  protect  it,  with  the  Heiicans  and  Ca- 
manchet  between. 

Suppose,  fur  %  moment,  the  Mexican  army  posted  at 
Nacogdoches,  with  a  dispoBi^ion  to  disturb  our  neutrality) 
1  do  not  presume  tliat  they  pouess  that  dispositioni  (he 
Government  does  not  presume  it.  But  in  such  an  event 
Ihey  could  have  ■  smsll  corps  of  Dbservsiion  upon  the 
road  that  leada  to  Louisiana,  lo  prevent  Information  from 
reaching  General  Gainea,  while  the  principal  force  could 
join  (he  Camanche  Indiana  towards  the  Arkanaai,  a  dis- 
tance of  firiy  milea  from  Nacoedochea,  and  our  force 
would  be  thrown  pefectly  horl  de  eombtt,  Thete  facts 
appear  to  render  it  indiapcnaably  neceaaary  lo  the  aafety 
of  our  frontier,  to  aasume  a  position  which  will  rfTccl- 
uslly  cover  it,  until  the  line  be  definitively  let tied,  and 
the  boundary  (iied  by  the  com misai oners. 

Tbe  honorable  member  from  Uaasachusetls  {Mr. 
AiiAxa]  haa  aaiumed  positiona  wbicli  I  cannot  believe 
tenable,  boiN  in  regard  io  the  statement  of  the  confer- 
ence of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  wi 111  the  Mexican  miniater, 
and  to  the  Idler  of  General  Gainea,  wherein  he  etatea 
that,  under  certain  circumtlancea,  he  will  croas  the 
Sibine  witbhiatroopa,  if  it  be  necessary,  to  protect  our 
neutrality,  and  defend  the  homeaand  lireaidea  of  our 
frontier  inhabit anta,  and  for  this  General  Gaines  is  cen- 
aured  by  the  honorable  member. 

The  facts  I  have  already  atated  will  form  for  that  gal- 
lant officer  his  complete  jualillcktion.  He  eannol  in  any 
other  way  eover  the  two  counties  of  Arkanaas  which 
are  advanced,  on  one  of  the  brancheaof  Ihe  Sabine,  at 
least  liny  miles  further  west  Ihsn  the  preitnl  marked 
boundary  of  Louiaiana.  Andia  there  any  thing  new  in 
tiie  doctrine  thHt  a  neutral  has  a  rigntlo  croasa  neiglibor- 
ing  line,  if,  in  good  faith,  it  be  neceaaary  to  save  her  own 
citizens  stid  territory  from  desolation? 

The  bonorable  member  alleges  that  it  vould  be  de- 
claring war.  Sir,  in  tlie  (irit  Seminole  war,  that  honor- 
able member  tliougiil  otherwise.  On  that  occasion.  Id 
one  uf  the  most  masterly  argumenla  whlcb  has  ever 
emanated  from  tbe  iiateiroeD  trf'  this  republic,  contained  I 


in  the  letter  from  the  bonorable  member,  than  Secretarr 
of  Slate,  to  Don  Oni^  in  vindication  of  OeneraJJaekson, 
he  perfectly  eatablished  a  contrary  doctrine,  the  precise 
doctrine  for  which  General  Gaines  contends.  That  atate 
paper  haa  been  publiahed  to  Ihe  world;  and  it  has  reflect- 
ed the  highest  character  not  only  upon  the  honorable 
member,  but  upon  the  character  of  our  country. 

Much  haa  been  said  upon  thia  floor  respecting  Ihe 
oharacter  of  the  population  of  Texas  and  the  nature  of 
thia  Texan  war.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  bonorable  mem- 
bers denounce  thst  cbiracter,  and  represent  this  war  aa 
produced  by  land  speculaiors,  and  by  renegadoea  to 
Iheir  native  land.  Sir,  it  has  been  my  lot,  from  my  con- 
tiguity of  position,  to  be  acquilnled  with  a  numerous 
portion  of  the  Texan  people,  i  have  almnat  my  whole 
lire  lived  upon  a  frontier.  My  firat  aaaocialions  were 
created  amidst  the  log  cabins  in  Maine,  on  the  Eastern 
frontier,  and  on  the  frontier  of  New  York  during  the 
wari  and  lei  me  lell  you,  that  amidat  all  the  inbabiianta 
of  a  new  country  thai  I  have  been  acquainted  with, 
Texaa  Is  second  to  none  in  the  character  of  her  popuhi. 
lion.  Austin,  aa  a  lawgiver,  and  the  builder  up  of 
inferior  to  none  that  have  figured  in  form- 
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The  people  of  Teiaa  hold  their  right  of  territory  by  ■ 
more  Juat  title  than  mott  of  the  State*.  They  acquired  ' 
it  by  the  eolonlialion  of  Mexicoi  by  tbe  Hexicana' 
plighted  faith.  They  have  not  coniiuered  it  from  the 
aavagea,  the  native  poasesiora.  In  lb:  eontroveray  be-  - 
tween  Spain  and  Mexico,  many  American*  were  in  Ihe 
ranks,  fighting  for  Uexican  freedom.  Foraahort  time  the 
HexIcsti  people  were  grateful,  and  under  this  impube 
they  made  irranta  of  land*  to  Ihe  early  setDera  of  Texae, 
for  Ihe  double  purpose  of  settling  Iheir  wilderneaa,  and. 
by  creating  a  barrier  agalnjl  Ihe  Camancliea  and  other 
Indians  oF  Red  river,  to  protect  the  inhabitants  of  the 
inierior  Sistei.  Thry  alao  adopted  the  conilitution  of 
1834,  and  the  colonization  law  of  Ihe  same  yeari  and, 
under  these  guaranteea,  the  Americana  emigrated,  until 
lOO.QOO  inhabitant*  had  populated  the  country.  CiviK- 
iitlon  and  intelligence  had  ipread  their  influence*  over 
a  country  before  wild  and  deaolatc.  In  tverj  alage 
theae  coloniita  had  been  loyal  and  faithful  to  the  Mexican 
Government.  In  their  coualitulion  it  was  provided  that 
when  Texia  should  contain  a  population  of  forty  thou- 
sand soula,  they  stiould  be  admitted  aa  a  Siate  into  the 
Mexican  Federal  Union.  Texaa  took  a  census,  and 
found  that  they  had  more  than  that  number.  Tbef 
petitioned  for  admission  *a  a  State,  and  were  only  an- 
swered by  imprisoning  Iheir  agent,  Colonel  Austin,  for 
nearly  (wo  yeari.  Still  they  did  not  fly  to  arnu.  But, 
when  that  monater  in  human  ahspe,  Santa  Anna,  with  a 
profligate  prieathood,  and  a  atill  more  abandoned  sol- 
diery, struck  down  Ihe  free  eonalitution  of  Mexicoi 
when  they  Invaded  Texas  for  Ihe  purpose  of  coercing 
her  to  the  same  degraded  state,  the  war-cry  of  liberty  ' 
was  thundered  fnrlh.  In  the  same  spirit  which  animated 
father*  of  the  Revolution,  the  brave,  the  freebom 
ins  resolved  to  live  free  or  die.  Let  their  beautl- 
ful  country,  now  waste  and  deaolate — let  their  Spartan 
mairons,  now  houseless  and  destitute— let  Ihe  crinwon 
lorrenls,  poured  out  at  the  Alsmo,  be*r  witness  how 
nobly  ihey  have  kept  their  vow.  Tea,  sir,  at  (bat  oon- 
secrsled  apot  another  monument  has  been  raised  to  the 
■oul-atirring  apirlt  of  freemen.  Greece  had  her  Tber< 
mopylc  In  the  Alamo,  as  bright  a  beacon-light  of 
liberty  has  been  kindled,  and  Travera  and  his  brave  as- 
~  'ates  will  rank,  on  Ihe  pagea  of  impartial  history,  wilb 
immortal  Leonidsa  and  hiaSparlan  band. 
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tton  af  ihe  ompilgn  in  Florid*,  aTid  the  preient  lituali 
of  Ihe  country  therr.  In  ■  veiy  ihort  I'tme  General  Scott 
would  be  compelleil  toiliibind  nearly  hit  vhole  force,  and 
the  country  would  be  lerito  the  mercy  of  Ihe  Mva^  for  Ihe 
whole  lummer.  Even  with  reference  tn  the  exiiting 
circumilancet  in  Floriila  a1on«,  the  ame nd me nt  ought  lo 
prevail,  and  he  recom mended  the  honorable  moTer  Id 
Ufc  (he  vordi  "draK-ooni  or  mounted  riflemen." 

Hr.  MASS,  o{  New  Tork,  eipreaicd  hii  lurprise  that 
thii  bill  ihoiilil  be  embarraaacd  by  ^ntlemen  coming  from 
the  quarter  of  the  country  moat  intereited  in  it,  with  prop- 
ou<iuni  which  he  coneeiveJ  to  be  highly  objectionable) 
nich  aa  Ihe  one  pending-,  to  incorporate  a  new  force  in 
the  rrgular  army  of  the  United  Stalei:  in  other  worila, 
o  increaie  Ihe  atanding  army  upon 


-,  (Co!.  Taylor,)  which  ataied  that  there  was  no  ap. 
prehension  of  hoaitlitiea  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  nor 
bad  there  been  Ihe  alightnl  manifestation  of  diaaliifac- 
tion  fjchibited  by  them.  Mr.  If.  alron):ly  oppoaed  ibe 
amendment.  In  the  firit  place,  there  vaa  no  evidence 
thai  any  additional  force  wni  required)  and,  aecondly, 
they  had  no  experience  ai  yet  ihai  Ihe  propoted  force 
would  be  n»re  eReciive  than  that  already  existing;.  On 
the  conlrary,  it  was  ■  wcll-ealabliahed  military  fact,  that 
cavalry  were  at  least  more  eipFnUTe,  if  not  Ina  eifeclive, 
tn  an  enemy's  country,  Trom  Ihe  necessity  of  collecting 
forage,  and  the  difficulty  of  procurinf;  it. 

Ur.  GLASCOCK  was  in  favor  of  the  formation  of  such 
a  corps  as  that  propoied  in  the  amendment.  He  renurk- 
ed  that  official  advicca  had  been  received  that  leriout 
ipprebenuona  were  entertained  from  the  Creek  Indians 
on  the  borders  of  Georgia  and  Alabama,  and  Ihe  effect 
of  this  amendment,  if  ulopted,  would  go  far  to  secure 
tbe  peace  and  tranquillity  of  that  quarter.  Had  such  a 
force  been  ataliane<l  in  Florida  before  the  war,  all  the 
depreditions  and  aUughter  which  had  visited  that  Terri. 
lory  would  have  been  prevented,  and  the  S^niinoles 
would  hare  been  as  peaceable  as  the  Indtanaofthe  Nortb- 
wcit.  He  was  confident,  that  ifaeavalry  force  watraiaed, 
and  properly  stationed,  nothing  would  evtr  again  be 
beard  of  Indian  aggreasions.  He  would  not  take  the  ex- 
penae  into  conaideralion,  for  it  would  be  a  reflection 
upon  our  national  t!haracter.  Mr.  G.  then  adverted  lu 
the  Florida  war,  where,  from  Ihe  peculiar  nature  of  the 
country,  cavalry  could  not  be  lo  eifeolive  aa  infsnlryi 
but  Ibis  was  not  the  case  in  Ihe  Western  prairiei.  His 
object  waa  to  hive  a  force  of  mounted  infantry, thereby 
parUJcinf  of  both  charactera,  nith   Ihe  advantages  of 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied  to  Mr.  Ma>b,  and  titpport- 
ed  Ihe  amendment.  He  referred  to  thegreat  efficiency 
of  mounted  men  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  Ihe  cam- 
paigni  on  Ihe  Wabash  before  and  af%r  the  batHc  uf 
Tippecanoe,  in  (lie  laat  war  i>n  the  Northwestern  fron- 
tier, and  in  Ihe  cjimpaign  of  Colonel  Dodge.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  advices  he  had  received  of  the  temper  of 
Ihe  Indians  at  prrscnt  on  the  Weatern  and  Norlhwesterti 
frontier,  from  uhorn  appreliensioua  were  juktty  enler- 
tainei).  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  Indiana 
Ihemaelvet  used  horacs  in  their  excuraiona,  being  always 
well  mounted,  and  that  Ihe  prah  ies  furniihed  ample  for- 
age for  their  sustenance,  asstsofur  the  suhs'rstenoeof  our 
own  horses.  As  I'cxaa  had  been  alluded  in  by  several 
gentlemen,  and  the  possibility  of  Santa  Anna's  approach 
to  our  frontier  suggeated,  he  would  only  apeak  as  one, 
Ihat,  for  himself,  were  Ihe  power*  and  resources  of  ihe 
American  Goternment  at  Ibis  moment  under  hla  control, 
he  would  lead  them  all,  and  with  all  tlie  energy  ever 
given  by  man  to  any  cause,  lo  aid  in  inflicting  deserved 
Vol.  X1I.-3I0   . 


punishment  upon  the  monsters  who,  at  9an  Antonio  and 
elsewhere,  had  ofTered  an  iniult  to  every  civilized  nation 
of  Ihe  earth  by  their  brutal  atrocities.  He  would  never 
pauie,  never  heailate,  never  falter,  until  every  miscre- 
ant who  ainod  beneath  ihe  wavinga  of  the  bloody  flag 
had  found  benealh  Ihe  soil  of  Texas  a  bloody  gravei 
never  until  T«iaa  was  free. 

Mr.  G1LLBT  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows; 

Hr.  Chairman:  The  bill  now  before  the  committee  is 
one  authoriiing  the  Proident  of  the  United  9t«lea  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteera.  Tn  thia  bill  haa  been 
offered  an  amendment  directing  the  raiting  and  organ- 
izing one  addilional  regiment  of  dragoona  or  mounted 
riflemen.  To  thii  amendment,  Mr.  O.  aaid,  he  would 
offer  a  modification  requiring  them  lo  be  raiaed  only  in 
case  the  President  should  deem  them  necessary  to  da- 
fend  the  country.  Ur.  G.  taid  he  had  offered  the 
amendment  with  the  view  ofrendering  the  hill  at  accept- 
able to  all  sides  of  Ihe  House  as  poitible.  He  preaumed 
that  all  would  aatent  to  the  proposition,  that  Ihe  preaent 
Executive  was  fully  competent  to  underttand  sll  ndi- 
calinns  of  hostility,  and  would,  when  necessary,  promptly 
act  aa  Ihe  iniereatt  of  the  frontier  thould  require. 

[Here  Mr.  AaBLiT  accepted  the  propoacd  amend- 
ment, at  a  modification  nfhii  own.] 

Hr.  G.  continued.  He  Miid  he  was  happy  to  learn 
that  the  amendment  wat  acceptable  to  that  gentleman. 

The  course  of  the  disciisaion  had  been  auch,  that  he 
felt  it  to  be  hit  duly  to  make  tome  remarki  on  thit  lub- 
Ject.  He  shiuld  do  so,  though  ho  had  made  no  prepa- 
ration for  that  purpoie. 

The  bill  at  now  amended,  aa  he  understood  It,  autha< 
riiea  the  President  to  accept  volunteera  for  a  period  not 
lest  than  twelve  months,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  defending 
our  frontiers  and  those  sections  of  Country  tlill  occupied 
by  Indians.  It  is  limited  in  itt  operation  to  two  yeart. 
An  amendment  had  been  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
'ilitiouri  [Mr.  Ashlii]  which  proposes  to  add  to  our 
present  military  force  one  regiment  of  drsgnons  or 
mounted  riflemen.  The  period  of  service  of  the  pro- 
posed regiment,  of  coune,  would  be  not  lo  exceed  tiiree 
yeara,  as  provided  in  the  act  to  which  the  amendment 
refers.  The  immediate  queation  before  the  Honae  WM 
on  the  amendment,  but  he  would  proceed  lo  diacula 
both  the  bill  and  amendment,  both  being  open  for  dia- 

Four  questions  arise i 

First,  it  there  a  probable  neoetaiiy  of  an  addilionil 
regiment  for  three  years.' 

Second.  If  there  is  such  a  necessity,  what  descrip- 
tion of  force  it  best  adapted  lo  ihe  service  required? 

Third.  Ie  there  any  probsbility  that  a  further  force 
may  be  necettary  within  two  yeart? 

Fourth.  If  thereissnysuch  probability,  for  bow  long 
a  period  ought  volunteers  to  be  received? 

The  Ittt  returns  of  the  irmy  show  that  we  now  have 
seven  regiments  ofinfanlry,  whh  430  privatea  each;  four 
ofarlillery,  with  378  privates  each)  and  one  regiment  of 
dragoona,  containing  600  pi^vateai  making  an  aggregate 

''  '  053  privates.  Of  this  number  413  were  on  the  aick 
ind  336  in  arreat  or  confinement.  Thete  two  claaaea 
alone  diminish  the  number  on  duty  739.  Other  causes 
doubtless  add  to  the  number  of  those  who  are  not  per. 
forming  duty.  It  may  be  safely  taid  that  not  more  than 
four  fifths  of  our  srmy  can  be  relied  upon  at  ready  and 
fit  fur  actual  service.  When  undergoing  Ihe  fatigues  and 
hardchipi  of  ■  rampsign,  in  a  wilderneat  country,  the 
proportion  of  effective  men  will  be  greatly  diminished. 
The  returns  show  this  tmallfurce  scattered  at  fifly-ihree 
dilTerent  pott>,  and,  with  a  tingle  exception,  not  one 
po«l  hat  two  hundred  privates.  Thry  are  tctltercd  from 
Mtine  to  Mexico,  ind  from  Loiiititna  lo  the  lake*.  It  Is 
true  thai,  at  thia  moment,  a  portion  of  our  army  U  con- 


yl^iOOglC 


GALES  &,  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


^eetpUmteqf  fahniUtri. 


[&FKIL33,  1836. 


oentntcd  it  Florida,  but  he  ipok?  of  JU  ordioarj  pMi- 
tion.  Yea,  lir,  we  tiiTc  in  the  tctj  heart  orojr  Boulh- 
crn  country  m  Indian  power  which  we  have  not  been 
abie  for  three  monthi  to  lubdue,  thourh  we  have  Bent 
there  all  the  force  which  we  could  well  bring  tng-etlier 

Haw  much  Tarce  may  itill  be  needed  lo  aubdue  tbeae 
Indiana,  and  prolecl  the  country,  cannot  now  be  known. 
We  cannot  be  blind  lo  piwinj  eventi  at  the  Weat.  The 
war  belt  U  going  the  roundi,  rrom  Florida  to  the  Upper 
Hiniuippl.  The  Indiana  exhibit  aymplomi  of  reatlea*. 
neii,  *nd  even  hoitilitiea.  There  are  now  on  our  Weal- 
ern  borderj  some  thirty  or  forty  thouaand  warriora,  and 


ample.  It  ia  generally  underatood  that  thoae  Indians 
who  are  most  hoiiile  to  ua  are  on  exceeding  good  terma 
with  the  individual  who  haa  so  inhumanly  butchered  the 
Texana.  If  that  indiridiial  doei  not  enterlain  boatile 
feelinga  towards  that  aectlon  of  the  country  from  whence 
Texaa  received  most  of  iti  population,  and  Irom  which 
it  may  have  recently  received  succor,  then  his  barbarities 
•re  not  to  be  taken  as  an  index  to  hia  feelings  and  hii 
feara.  If  he  harbor*  reaentment  towards  that  section  of 
country,  it  will  be  easy  for  him  to  atlmulate  Indian  re- 
sentments into  open  hoattlities,  which  may  desolate  the 
vhole  frontier.  But,  aside  from  these  poMlbililiea,  he 
would  ask  whether  the  present  force  in  the  Indian  coun- 
<ry  is  sulBcicnt  to  operate  as  a  certain  check?  By  the 
last  relurnr,  the  -whole  force  under  General  Giinef,  who 
commands  the  Western  division,  amounted  to  only  one 
thouaand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-fire  privates,  present 
■nd  fit  for  duty.  Of  General  Scott's  force  only  three 
hundred  and  three  privatea  fit  for  duly  were  in  Michif^n 
and  Wisconsin,  and  these  were  at  six  different  places. 
General  Gaines's  force  was  at  twenty-two  diiTerent  pla- 
cet. This  small  force  cannot,  in  sny  reaaonable  period 
of  time,  be  concentrated  at  any  one  point;  and  if  it  could, 
it  would  be  too  small  to  resist  auch  an  Indian  force  as 
could  any  day  be  assembled.  But  our  aafety  will  not 
permit  sn  abandonment  of  the  present  posti.  Kven  the 
force  at  them  ii  generally  conceded  lo  be  loo  small  to 
keep  the  Indiana  In  awe.  We  had  better  increaae  than 
dimmish  the  number  of  theae  poati.  He  understood  that 
we  were  under  a  treaty  i.bligation  to  protect  some  of  the 
Indians  that  we  had  induced  to  go  to  the  Weat,  against 
aggreuions  from  their  present  neighbors.  Iflliii  be  so, 
certainly  a  considerable  new  force  ia  needed  for  that  aer- 
vice.  Our  frontier  force  ia  needed,  not  ao  much  for 
'fighting  as  to  keep  the  Indians  in  check,  and  prerenling 
actual  hoatilitiea.  Our  authority  will  not  be  rea^ecte^ 
unleii  we  exhibit  before  them  a  power  which  can  chas- 
tise them  inio  obedience.  Tbey  will  never  altjck  when 
they  are  Tulty  perauaded  that  inatant  punishment  will  en- 
aue.  These  conaideralions  induced  him  lo  believe  thai 
•  regular  force  for  at  least  three  jears  was  actually  ne- 
cessary and  proper,  to  guard  the  Western  and  North. 
western  fhrntier.  He  should  therefore  sustain  the  propo- 
sition to  raise  the  conleniplated  regimenl. 

This  brought  him  to  consider  what  description  of  force 
was  beat  adapted  lo  the  service  required,  Snme  were 
of  the  opinion  that  mounted  men  were  best,  while  others 
gave  preference  lo  infkntry  or  riflemen.  In  choosing 
between  these  two  corps,  we  must  consider  the  nature 
of  ihe  duties  that  are  required,  and  the  place  where  they 
are  to  be  performed.  We  do  not  need  tlie  same  in  at- 
Uckingafurl  that  we  do  in  scouring  a  wildernessi  nor 
do  we  retjuire  the  ume  I'l  range  a  prairie  that  we  do 
to  traverse  the  thick  underwaoded  foresti  of  the  Nonh. 
Where  he  resided,  dragoons  or  mounted  riflemen  could 
aceoiTipli^h  hut  little  In  the  wildernen.  There  riflemen 
nnd  infantry  ainne  can  traverse  ilie  foresii  and  find  the 
Indian  in  its  dark  recesses.    Not  to  at  the  West.    Uany 


of  the  tribes  are  mounted  on  flee)  honea,  and  all  taoved 
with  a  celerity  hirdly  expected  of  any  other  force  than 
mounted  men.  No  armeil  men  but  dragoons  or  mounted 
riflemen  can  ever  overtake  and  punith  them.  Often  the 
very  safely  of  our  men  depends  upon  the  rapidity  of 
■■  ...  _„..-.._>.     You  roayatsi •^-■-^-'  -  --■- 
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be  mounted,  be  may  s< 


n  hot  puTsuit 
■ith« 


■nd  winter,  it  would  be  easy  for 
a  foe  lo  hem  in  a  force  on  foot,  amid  the  firea  of  the 
prairlea.  There  ia  no  way  to  appose  this  Indian  power 
which  is  so  certain  of  being  succestfijt  as  to  send  tnounl- 
ed  men,  who  can  speedily  change  pontions,  and  move 
from  point  to  point  m  rapidly  ai  their  opponents-  The 
trlbea  at  the  West,  which  we  must  protect  from  the  hos- 
tilities of  other  tribes,  are  aeatlered  over  a  lar^e  extent 
of  country,  and  no  military  force  could  traverse  that 
country  and  protect  them  as  well  as  a  mounted  one.  In- 
deed, none  other  could  act  elEclently.  One  objectio* 
had  been  urged  agminat  nuiunted  men,  which  had  but 
little  weight  with  him:  it  was  that  thla  was  the  most  ex- 
pensive kind  of  force  that  could  be  emploi'ed.  The 
great  question  ihould  be,  not  what  is  Ibe  cheapest,  but 
what  force  ia  beat  calculated  to  accomplish  the  object 
Intended.  He  was  well  aware,  from  hia  own  knowledge 
of  these  matters,  lh«  cavalry  was  tite  roost  expensive 
force  that  could  be  raised.  But  then  he  had  entire  con- 
fidence that  it  was  so  much  more  efficient  and  useful  fia- 
Ihe  purposes  intended,  that  it  should  be  employed.  He, 
however,  fully  believed  we  could  accomplish  the  great 
purposes  in  view  chesper  by  employing  dragoon^  ur 
mounted  riflemen,  Iban  by  any  other  force.  It  may  be 
necessary  to  go  many. hundred  milea  into  the  Weatern 
wilderneaa  in  »  nngle  season.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
mounted  men.  The  alow  movements  of  men  on  foot 
will  prevent  their  ever  being  able  to  make  a  display  oT 
our  power  to  distant  tribes,  lo  keep  them  in  check.  A 
smill  number  ofmounled  men  will  be  able  to  ahov  ibem- 
aelvea  at  many  distant  poinia  in  a  tingle  seaaon.  But  in- 
fantry cannot  do  this.  His  belief  was,  that  we  should, 
for  these  reawns,  employ  mounted  men,  and  he  should 
prefer  to  tee  them  srmed  with  riflei  or  carbines  of  the 
recent  construction. 

One  word  more  about  the  experae  lo  be  occs«aned 
by  the  proposed  mounted  regiment.  Hedesiredtoknow 
if  we  were  at  lliia  time  to  be  deterred  from  protecting 
our  frontiers  on  account  of  ihe  expense?  What  do  we 
liear  every  day?  Are  we  not  told  that  thete  is  a  perfect 
plethora  in  our  Treasury)  and  that  Ihe  monrya  there 
must  be  dialributed  to  the  Stales,  to  prevent  their  en- 
dangering— nay,  ruining — our  inititutiont*  He  hoped, 
with  such  a  state  orthingt,  theolli  ofour  Western  breth- 
ren for  protection  of  their  wives  and  children,  and  their 
homes,  would  not  be  disregarded,  but  that  we  should  go 
far  enough  to  calm  Ihe  fe^ra  of  the  most  timid.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  the  right  to  use  the  means  in  tlie  Treas- 
ury for  their  defence  and  protection-  We  aught  to  uae 
it  economically,  hut  freely.  II  was  one  ofthe  purpose* 
of  our  civil  cumpaot  lo  Secure  protection  to  all.  They 
should  not  only  be  made  actually  aeeure,  but  it  should 
be  ao  apparent  Ihal  all  would  feel  secure.  It  ia  a  life  of 
miaery  to  daubl  our  security.  We  must  alto  hear  in 
mind  that  the  fears  of  women  and  children  are  lo  be 
calmed  only  by  thoK  palpable  measures  which  attract 
<  the  attention  of  ail.  He  but  loo  well  remembered  the 
aufFeringi  of  many  sections  of  country  during  the  laat 
war,  occaatoned  by  their  being,  iiot  tn  dangeroua,  but 
;  doubiful,  poaitiona.  Those  who  believed  themaelves  to 
:  be  in  danger  sulfcre'l  but  little  less  than  those  who  were 
I  actuilly  ao.  The  (ears  then  excited  by  a  civilized  foe 
could  bear  but  little  comparison  with  those  called  forth 
I  in  the  Wett  by  a'  savage  one,  whose  movements  are  sud- 
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den,  and  whow  rule  of  wmrbrc  1«  to  pounce  upon  their 
viciim*  in  tlie  itillnea  of  midniiibt,  ■pving'  neither  ige 
nor  MS,  making  alt   (he  Ticiimi  of  uTige  end  fiendish 

He  h«d  rcgretied  that  >  Kctlanal  ailuaion  had  been 
made  at  all.  It  ir»  unjuK,  coming  rnm  any  quarler. 
Be  conSidcFed  the  protection  or  our  rollow-citiieni  in  all 
quarter*  of  the  Union,  from  the  tomahawk  and  ■caipinji'- 
knife,  to  bs  a  difier«iil  nMtter  from  giring  prot^tion  to 
one  branch  of  induatry,  to  elerale  it  aboVe  othm  of 
equal  eonaideration.  He  little  iriihed  to  build  u;!  one 
Iniereat  at  the  expenac  of  anoiher,  or  to  confer  privile- 
icei  upon  one  cliaa  of  men  not  accorded  to  all  others. 
But  he  did  deiire  to  protect  our  citizenaagalnit  all  aggrea- 
aioDt  and  violence  arbieh  might  interfere  with  their  law. 
All  pursuit  of  happiness. 

Oar  last  war,  he  believed,  grew  principally  out  ofag- 
greaaions  upon  the  commerce  oarried  on  by  our  Atlantic 
brethren,  moat  of  which  waa  from  the  NoHhern  and 
P.istern  States.  The  wrongs  then  committed  aroused 
tbeprideand  honor  of  the  nation,  and  we  leaped,  with  a 
Dobie  daring,  without  moneir  in  oitr  Treasury,  into  ■ 
war  coaling  many  millions.  He  thought  the  Weat  and 
interior  Siatea  were  as  prompt  to  sustain  that  measure 
as  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  The  Weat  would  not 
suffer  by  comparing  her  votes  in  those  timea  with  the 
votes  from  the  East.  Me  presumed  they  would  not  shrink 
from  comparing  their  haltlea  vrith  Ibose  of  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union.  Re  did  not  wiah  to  be  understood  as 
speaking  disparagingly  of  tbe  ie»l  and  aelivity  of  any 
portion  of  the  Unxm.  His  own  9Ute  bad  shared  glon- 
otisly  in  that  conflict.  But  aH  he  wished  was  to  show 
that  the  West  was  for  our  country,  onr  whole  coantty, 
both  here  in  this  hall  and  on  the  battle  flFld. 

Sir,  at  the  latt  sesaion  we  had  our  attention  turned  to- 
warda  preparation  for  a  conflict  with  Fnnee,  growing 
out  or  claims  of  our  Atlantic  merchants  of  some  fori; 
years'  standing.  He  appealed  to  the  records  oF  the  votes 
on  that  occasion  to  show  who  were  ready  to  vote  mil- 
lions to  put  the  Atlantic  in  a  atat*  of  defence.  He  hoped 
now  he  should  aee  his  Korthem  and  Eastern  friends 
oheerfully  vote  to  place  the  frontier  in  themnat  complete 
alate  of  deftnce.     Those  local  feelings,  which  measure 


for  the  frontier,  he  should  place  mnch  confidence 
Ihey  anertedt  and  he  in  turn  should  expect  the  like  con- 
fldence  fron  them  in  what  related  to  hia  section  of  coun- 
try. Ha  bad  no  fimr*  of  their  wishing  an  army  to  trav- 
erae  the  Western  wilderness  for  any  other  purpose  than 
ions  JUU  defence.  Indian  war*  and  Indian  campaigns 
were  not  to  inviting  as  to  be  sought  for  as  a  matter  of 
pastime  or  patronage.  He  would  here  my,  in  justice  to 
dimself,  that  he  waa  oppoaed  to  a  standingarmy,  beyond 
what  waa  neceaatry  id  garrison  our  forts,  and  to  protect 
the  fronticra  from  aavage  aggressions.  He  would  state, 
before  he  sat  down,  what  waa  in  his  judgment  neceaaary 
to  be  done,  in  order  to  keep  our  standing  army  at  a  low 

The  aame  reasons  which  he  had  asaigned  fur  the  ad- 
ditional regiment  would,  to  a  certain  eslent,  apply  to 
show  the  necessity  of  plscing  the  volunteers  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Preiidenl.  He  would  add,  (hat  the  knowl- 
«dge  among  the  Indions  of  the  existence  of  this  force, 
in  a  form  to  enable  us  immediately  to  chastise  them, 
woald  operate  strongly  to  deter  tiiem  from  aggresaions. 
If  they  are  not  needed,  these  volunteers  will  cost  us 
Dothingi  but  if  their  trn'ieet  ^ould  be  requirei*,  they 
wiH  be  ready  for  immediate  action.  It  waa  enourh  for 
him  that  thoae  who  understood  Ihii  tubjecl  best,  and  who 


were  to  be  protected,  deured  the  exiitenee  of  this  force. 
He  ihould  cbcerFully  vote  it.  He  would  remark  that  it 
conferred  no  new  power  on  the  Executive,  but  it  only 
changed  (he  form  of  exercising  it.  By  (he  present  law 
he  can,  in  case  of  hostilities,  call  upon  any  of  the  Oovem- 
ora  of  the  several  Sutes  for  militia,  as  he  shsl]  deem 
expedlenti  but  (his  bill  proposed  to  allow  him  to  receive 
volunteer*.  He  thought  this  wai  right.  But  (here  is 
thii  difference  between  the  present  lawand  this  bill.  By 
the  present  law  they  can  only  be  called  out  for  the  limit- 
ed period  of  three  monihst  but  by  this  bill  they  msy  be 
accepted  for  a  period  not  lets  than  one  year.  He 
deemed  this  change  an  important  one.     Tt  enabled  n»  to 

'  '  )ur  men  for  a  full  campa'  ~ 
ilish  any  object  which  w 
.  .  They  would  leave  homi 
expecting  to  be  absent  for  their  full  term.  But  (he  mi- 
litia leave  home  unexpec(edly  and  unprepared;  and  It  i* 
often  much  to  their  injury  to  be  long  abaent.  It  is  difll- 
cult  to  reuin  them  suHicienlly  long  m  service  lo  accom- 
plish any  vtluable  purpose  at  a  distant  point.  Mnch  of 
their  time,  (or>,  is  consumed  in  reaching  the  place  whera 
(heir  aervices  may  he  required.  Be  was,  therefore,  de- 
cidedly  in  favor  of  the  term  of  service  being  not  lev 
than  one  year. 

He  had  arrived  at  the  enncliinon  that  both  the  bill  and 
the  anif  ndment  oiiglit  to  be  adapted.  But  suppose  w6 
do  not  paas  either,  anil  a  cruel,  mercilesi,  Indian  war 
ahould  break  out  before  we  aasemble  again,  and  lay 
waste  snd  desolate  the  Irontteri  should  we  feel  a  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  our  duly,  and  would  our  con- 
Btiiuents  cheer  us  with  approbation  of  our  conduct?  He 
thought,  if  the  feara  of  ths  West  were  realized  on  thia 
tubjecl,  that  our  own  pillows  would  be  pillows  of  thorns, 
snd  our  own  conaciences  would  concur  with  our  constit- 
uents in  condemning  our  disregard  of  our  aolemn  but 
palpable  duty.  Hia  constituenla  would  desire  him  to  do 
by  the  Weat  as  they  would  wiah  to  be  done  by  (hem-  - 
selves,  if  placed  in  a  aimilar  aitnation.  He  waa  aure,  if 
he  ahould  bring  Ihem  a  sixth  of  tbe  whole  Treasury,  and 
tell  them  they  could  have  it,  but  that  il  mutt  be  at  the 
price  of  the  livea  of  men,  women,  and  children,  of  the 
Weat,  they  would  hurl  it  back  in  scorn;  nay,  (hey  would 
place  such  an  Indelible  stigma  upon  the  bearer  of  luch 
a  propotition,  (hat  repentance  and  ■  long  life  of  patriot- 
ism would  hardly  remove  it  There  were  no  such  aclf- 
iah,  money-loving,  and  unpatriotic  citizens  among  hia 
constituents.  They  love  their  whole  country,  and  for 
themselves  aak  only  that  protection  in  their  pursuit  of 
honor  and  happiness  which  they  deiire  to  tee  enjoyed 
hy  every  Americi 

He  wished  ( 

through  an  artful  appeal  lo  avarice  and  cupidity,  which 
ihall  sweep  the  public  cheit  to  (he  bottom,  snd  weaken 
enerKies  which  we  ought  to  cherith  in  full  vigor. 

It  i«  worthy  of  the  contideradon  of  Ihoae  whose  local 
situstion  exposes  them  to  Indian  and  foreign  aggreauon, 
lo  reflect  whether  the  mrann  of  defence  may  not  bo 
crippled  or  withheld  by  any  charge  in  our  policy  which 
ahall  make  it  (be  principal  and  all-important  achieve^ 
meut  of  the  representatii-e  (o  carry  lo  his  contlituenla 
the  greatest  poasibic  sum  from  the  Treitury,  whclher 
Ihe  public  defences  have  been  provided  for  or  not.  I* 
there  not  danger,  when  the  love  of  money  it  directly 
appealed  to  at  the  basis  of  action,  that  such  an  appeal 
will  be  more  aucceuful  than  that  which  ahtll  ask  pro- 
tection' Is  there  no  fear  that  Ihe  cry  for  luecbr  Front 
our  frontiers  mty  be  unheeded  by  those  who  may  have 
objects  lo  accomplish  by  returning  (o  their  conH'^tuentt 
wilh  quite  at  much  of  the  public  treaaure  aa  (heirpre- 
deceasora  carried?  When  a  Slate  has  been,  for  a  long 
succeHionof  yean^  receiving  and  uainga  certain  amount 
u.r..,  ,l^,OOglC 
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from  (lie  rw'ionti  TreiMir  ■nniiiHr,  »nd  ill  her  phni 
and  Brnngementj  are  muje  with  reference  thereto,  cin 
it  be  eipecleil  that  her  repretrntMirei  will  eaaily  be 
brwiKht  tacunclude  Ihit  they  will  be  luitained,  if  they 
Ireely  rot*  av'iy  for  other  objeeii  «o  much  ai  to  defeat 
tliixe  t>lan*?  He  Biucli  leareil  that  luch  a  change  would 
chili  the  palrlotlc  ardor  and  cnthuiianm  in  the  eouiilry, 
and  cauie  lit  to  qiiielly.  TeceiTe  indi)(niliei  *hich  a  love 
nf  money  wnuM  prevent  ui  from  reKMin);,  but  which 
hnnor  wiHilil  require  U)  to  repel.  Unlriifae  wug'**'')' 
mintaken,  we  have  tlrFaily  ■iifftrcd  by  (lie  auppoiition 
that  cupidiiy  firmed  a  ilr«n^r  trait  in  our  cliaracler 
than  •  love  of  honor.  He  thnutcht  it  bul  too  Ime  thai, 
on  a  recent  occuion,  France  fell  into  the  belief  that  we 
loved  mnney  betier  than  hiiiior.  She  was  mihtakenibut 
it  ii  IMA  ve  clamor  lo  much  abnul  monej',  that  it  wu 
every  natural  miitake.  He  hoped  thai  noajUem  would 
ever  be  adopted  in  ihii  cuiinlry,  the  effect*  of  which 
wnuld  be  to  render  ihal  real  which  (bry  had  Imagined. 
There  were  other  and  many  ilrong  reatoiu  which  might 
be  added  on  lliii  luhjcci,  but  thry  did  not  relate  to  the 
pwnt  which  he  waa  coniidering— the  defence  of  the 
country.  They  wnuld  invnlvfe  a  diacutaion  of  conititu- 
Ijonal  principleii,  and  quellionaof  great  national  policy. 
On  a  proper  oceaiton  he  hoped  to  have  aa  opportunity 
of  preienling  hia  viewt  on  them.  On  the  present  ncca- 
•ioa  hit  object  vai  only  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Elouie 
to  Ihe  defence  of  the  country. 

He  muit  avail  hlmaelfof  thii  opportunity,  though  not 
directly  involved  in  tliii  bill,  of  recurring  to  the  main 
arm  oF  our  nalinnal  defence,  Ihe  militia.  He  had  once, 
Ihi)  Kwion,  brought  this  aiibject  before  the  Houte,  and 
he  would  here  aay  that  he  hoped  thii  Hovm  would  never 
cnnaent  lo  adjnurn  until  Ihii  great  queition  wu  acted 
upon,  Sir,  Ihe  whule  of  nur  Western  borders,  Slatra 
•ltd  Tcrrilorieii,  including  Florida, (if  the  relurni  to  the 
adjutant  general  are  correct,)  have,  in  all,  hardly  armi 
enough,  if  all  were  good,  in  the  handa  of  the  enrolled 
militia,  lo  arm  a  aingle  regiment.  If  the  proportion  iT 
poor  arma  among  them  ii  like  that  in  many  other  quar-, 
ten,  there  ii  not  efficient  fcirlbat  purttOK.  The  militia* 
■yatem  ia  ao  entirely  proairate  in  aome  of  the  S'ates, 
that  reluma  arc  not  furniihed  lo  Ihe  proper  officer, 
ahowing  Ihe  actual  force  enrolled.  In  ten  Weitern 
Slate*  and  Territuriea,  repreaented  here  by  more  than 
forty  members,  the  return*  ihow  only  twenty  cannon  in 
the  handl  of  the  milili*.  In  truth,  there  are  no  mean* 
of  defence  there,  except  men  and  true  American  hearts. 
Shall  theae  thing*  be  conlinuettF  Are  we  to  make  no 
preparation  for  future  defTnce,  but  rely  upon  a  large 
ilaniling  army?  The  ezcuie  for  neglecting  thii  aubjtct 
once  wai,  that  we  had  no  menni  tn  enable  u*  to  *cl. 
Buttliil  ezcuae  I*  no  longer  founded  on  truth.  Nay, 
our  greatest  evil^  if  certain  prediction*  are  true,  are  lo 
flow  from  our  entire  inability  to  uae  the  mean*  in  our 
bloated  Treasury.      Tlie  eourae  he  had  iiiggeated  mould, 

evili.  A  la^Ke  sum  wnuld  be  needed  fur  this  purpose, 
but  the  benejils  to  be  derived  from  it  would  be  adequate 
protection  of  the  country,  and  the  relief  of  Ihal  piirtion 
of  our  citizen*  who  now  bear  an  unequal  share  of  pub- 
lic burdens. 

The  power  of  Congress  nver  (his  and  all  subjecli  con- 
Dected  with  Ihe  defence  of  Ihe  country  was  uiidispuled, 
and  there  could  be  no  apology  for  failing  lo  put  II  In  a 
food  state  of  defence.  On  various  quealions,  he  dlHered 
with  many  gentlemen  about  ihe  power*  of  Congreaa. 
But  the  iime  spirit  which  induced  him  lo  respect  the 
opimnni  of  thole  who  thus  diflered  with  him,  would 
doubtless  induce  them  to  extend  lo  him  Ihe  asme  liber- 
ality of  feeling.  A  difference  in  our  principles  could 
never  be  rigliLly  aixl  truly  charged  aa  evidence  of  a  Want 
of  kind  feeling.     He  could  respect  those  who  dilTered 


him  in  principle,  but  he  could  not  extend  Ihat  feel' 
ing  lo  any  one  who  attempted  to  excite  and  perpeiuile 
sectional  jcalouaies.  If  inere  were  those  wl>u  ought  lo 
be  the  acorn  and  contempt  of  all  patrlola  and  honett 
men,  they  certainly  were  those  who  sought -power,  or 
to  accomplish  purposes,  by  an  appeal  lo  sectional  feel- 
ings. Mr.  G.  said,  let  us  go  hand  in  hand  In  bvor  of  all 
such  measures  as  shall  be  commended  lo  us  by  oui 
judgments  and  our  vtcws  of  our  conr  ilalional  powers, 
*nd  when  we  arrive  to  the  pnint  ai  which  we  are  com- 
pelled lo  separate,  let  us  part  like  fetlaw-ciliieni^  and 
not  like  imbiltered,  rapicktuii,  and  mercileaa  foe*. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  sorry  his  colleague  [Mr.  Gsiaaia] 
had  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  old  qutalioB 
of  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  HiaBsaippi.  He 
had  hoped  that  question  had  been  quitted  forever.  U 
he  had  understood  liia  colleague,  he  slated  he  bad  niaed 
hii  voice  (gainst  that  meaiurr. 

[Here  Mr.  Uaaaana  rose  and  taid  hia  colleague  had. 
minundenlood  liim.  He  had  not  intended  lo  aay  tliat 
he  had  raiaed  his  voice  sgainat  that  aieaaure,  but  be  bad 
alluded  lo  the  fsel  that  others  had.} 

Ur.  O.  continued.  He  was  happy  to  find  tkat  his  col* 
lesgue  did  not  entertain  the  views  that  he  supposed.  [T 
he  now  understood  him  correctly,  lie  must  consider  him 
with  Ihe  ad miniai ration  on  that  question,  a*  he  had  not 
raised  his  voice  sgsinsi  that  set.  He  was  giiing  to  say 
ttttt  recent  occurrences  in  Florida  liad  made  manifest 
Ihe  wisdom  and  propriety  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians. 
It  was  much  easier  lo  guard  one  line  of  frontier  than  a 
whole  Territory.  The  force  now  required  in  Florida 
wciuld  protect  a  large  eilenl  of  frontier.  But  his  cot- 
league's  explanation  on  thia  point  had  corrected  his  own 
understanding  of  hi*  remarks,  and  rendered  it  unnecet- 
siry  for  him  to  pursue  this  subject. 

He  wa*  very  happy  lo  hear  ajuat  compliment  paid 
by  that  gentleman  to  the  <■  hunters  of  Kentucky  and 
riflemen  of  Tennesaee."  They  h>d  aided  General  Jack- 
son in  closing  the  war,  on  (he  plains  of  New  Orleans,  In 
a  blase  oF  glory.  He,  however,  thought  there  were 
other  bonier  States,  whose  ions  pusseiaed  a  full  share 
of  palrioiism  and  true  American  courage.  Indeed,  in 
making  up  an  invenlon  of  cnurage  and  patriotic  leal, 
he  hoped  other  parts  of  the  Union  would  not  be  forgol- 
len.  Complimenls  of  this  kind  miithi  well  be  considered 
as  indicstionsofakind  heart,  and  from  that  quarter  they 
were  very  appropt^iate  at  this  peculiarly  interesting  pe- 

Hr.  G.  said  he  would  not  detain  Ihe  committee  by 
going  into  matter*  of  deep  inlcreit  connected  with  the 
public  defence.  On  a  fulure  occsaion  he  hoped  lo  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  subject  In  all  it*  aspecia 
connected  with  the  policy  of  (he  country.  He  hoped  to 
•ee  the  glorioua  work  of  defending  nur  country  placed 
on  elevated  ground,  worthy  of  free  America.  And  let 
us  now  gi»e  an  earnest  of  our  intention  by  a  prompt 
movement  in  favor  oF  the  rising  West.  Let  us  nut  pei^ 
mil  an  honest  but  misguided  economy  to  lead  olhera  to 
the  concluaion  that  we  are  powrrlesa  and  inattentive  to 
that  quarter.  Such  a  conclusion  might  again  involve  ua 
111  all  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  But  let  us  act 
prumptly,  and  svert  the  danger.  Let  us  place  our 
Weatorn  brethren  In  aucb  a  stale  of  trcurily  (hat  they 
may  quleily  enjoy  the  bounty  of  Providence  and  the 
fruit  of  ibeir  own  labor*,  without  the  apprebenaion  oF 
dinger. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  also  supported  tha 
amendment  and  the  billi  and  be  slated  Ihat  the  people 
of  Ihe  wealern  part  of  Louisiana  were  very  much  alarm- 
ed, and  they  were  in  daily  apprebeniion  of  lioatilitiea 
from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  VANDBRFOEL  bnefly  replied  to  Hr.  Ham. 
and  made  a  dnr  remark*  in  anppart  of  (be  amendiMnt. 
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It  seerned  thlt  all  concnrred  tliit  »  muunted  force  vii 
Ihe  brst  th*t  cotild  be  employed;  and  the  only  queition 
vu,  whelher  \tiey  ihould  w*it  111)  Ihe  mcmcnt  liftd 
■rrirrd  for  (heir  employment.  Re  wt-n  drspowd  at  once 
to  make  the  provision,  ind  should  not  envy  the  respon- 
tfbility  of  his  collpig^ie,  if  they  neg'leeied  to  do  it,  luf- 
fered  tbe  wsr  to  bresk  out,  >nd  (he  ooiintry  to  be  rsT- 
■ged,  before  it  could  be  prerenled.  Ite  should,  how- 
eter,  hsre  preferred  the  tmeuHment  without  tbe 
modiiieitiiin  of  hii  collciKue,  [Ur.  Gillit.] 

Ur.  ASHLEY  then  withdrew  hii  Bcceptinee  of  Hr. 
GiII.it'»  modifieitinn,  snd  scceptcd  thslof  Mr,  Whiti, 
of  FloricUi  to  insert  the  words  "or  mounted  riflemen." 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  nid  ■  few  words  in  re- 
joinder to  (he  ffentlemin  who  had  replied  to  him.  He 
wu  nnt  opposed  (a  the  bit),  but  he  could  nnt  bring 
himself  Id  concur  in  the  expediency  of  rs'isinr  all  at  once 
•o  br^e  >  body  of  cavalry  ss  ten  ihouBind  men.  He 
was  in  Thot  of  limitstion,  and  of  not  to  tlie  utmost  ex- 
tent they  could  ro,  especially  without  any  information 
hi/mg  been  lurn'tshed  to  prove  it*  necetsi^. 

Mr.  EVERETT  aaid  he  had  been  miaunderMood  on 
yestcrdsy.  He  wsg  in  favor  of  (he  amendment  of  tbe 
^ntlemanlrom  North  Carolina,  [Ur.  HcKat,]  but  it 
did  not  go  far  enourh  to  remove  bit  objections  to  the 
first  section  of  (he  bill. 

Hr.  THOMPSOFf,  of  South  Carolina,  oiled  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  ■  tabular  ttitemenl  of 
the  number  of  warriors  of  (he  vmrious  tribes  of  Indians 
on  the  (mntien. 

Hr.  HOAR  thought  at  leut  the  opinion  of  the  MiliUrr 
Committee  should  be  given  thereon  before  they  were 
required  to  vote  on  «  proposition  of  so  important  a  char- 
acter «a  (his. 

Hr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Csrolins,  cited*  pasiags 
from  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  recom- 
mending a  similar  provision. 

Ur.  HOAK  still  thought  the  aibjeet  slioold  have  been 
considered  by  the  Hilitary  Committee,  and  they  ought 
to  have  the  reaull  of  their  conaidentions.  Unlil  that 
was  done,  and  it  eime  recommended  from  thu  coamit- 
tcp,'  he  could  not  consent  to  vote  fur  it. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  explained  the  coarse  that  had 
been  taken  on  (he  proposidon  in  the  Military  Committee, 
who  had  poatponed  it,  and  brought  up  the  single  propo- 
■itian  to  aulhorite  (he  Pre*iden(  of  (lie  llni(ed  Slates  to 
receive  volunteeri,  instead  of  draughting  the  militia.  He 
should  himself  vole  for  the  amendment  of  tbe  geDtlemBD 
from  HiiKMiri. 

Hr.  ADAHS  vsa  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
AaxLit'a  proposition  in  this  bill,  as  it  was  incongruous, 
and  (he  bill  ind  amendment  were  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  He  should  vote  for  the  bill,  and  would  aUo  for 
the  gentleman*!  propoaition,  if  he  would  bring  it  forward 
separaietyi  but  the  prinolples  embraced  in  the  one  and 
in  tbe  other  were  totally  separata  and  diatinct. 
•too  wished  that  sotne  specific  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated to  carry  the  provisions  of  the  bill  into  effeoli  for, 
otherwise,  it  «aa  plsioing  the  whole  Treasury  at  the  dis- 
position oifthe  President. 

Hr.  BOND  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  amend- 
ment, inasmuch  «  (he  first  section  of  the  bill  already 
provided  for  "ninunted  troops." 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  remarked  that 
it  was  evident  they  would  not  get  through  the  bill  that 
day,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

The  debate  Was  further  continued  by  Hestrs.  ASH- 
LEY, WHITE  ofFlnrida,  and  HcKEON,  in  support  of 
.the  amendment)  and  it  waa  (ben  adopted:  Yeas  9G, 
nsysW. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  BitM 
addiaf  the  foUowiof :  "In  tbe 


)  tbe  first  ■ 


Itlia  of  the  several  SIstes  and  Territories  arc  now  ap' 
pointed  and  comm'ssloncdg  snd  as  mititiai  aaid  mounted 
men,  when  in  service,  shall  be  considered."  Agreed  to. 

Hr.  ADAHS  moved  to  insert  s  speciflc  appropriation 
of  9300,000,  lor  the  pay  of  (he  troops  to  be  employed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  HcKAY  contended  there  wa*  no  necessity  for  a 
specific  appropriation,  because  the  number  of  men  was 
provided  fur  and  their  pay  was  regulated  by  the  bit). 

Hr.  ADAMS  could  not  subscribe  to  that  doctrine.  He 
thought  they  might  as  well  throw  out  all  the  apecifio 
clauses  in  tbe  civil  list  bill,  and  make  a  general  enact- 
ment for  ao  much  as  was  required  for  tlwt  branch  of  (he 
service,  as  leave  (his  bill  without  specifying  tbe  precise 
sum  to  be  expended  in  the  object  of  it. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  was  willing  to  accept  tbe 
amendment. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  lo- 

Hr.  ADAHS  moved  ■  provison  to  the  bill,  tbat  na(h> 
ing  therein  contained  should  be  ao  construed  ss  to  de- 
prive the  peraons  so  called  into  the  service  of  the  Dniled 
States  of  any  privilege  belonging  to  the  militia  when 
called  into  the  lervice  of  the  Qovernmeoti  wbich  waa 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  strike  out  thefourtb 
■ection,  providing  for  tbe  payment  of  horsea  loat  in  the 
service.     Agreed  to. 

Hr.  EVERETT  moved  to  limit  Ibe  term  of  lervlee 
from    twelve  months    to   "aix    or"    twelve    montba. 

The  bill  wia  then  laid  aside,  and  the  committee  took 
up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  th« 
Western  frontier. 

Hr.  SEVIER  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
pending  which  the  committee  rose  and  reported  (he 
fltit  bill  and  aiiiendmenU<  and,  on  the  totter,  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

Sax  OS  BIT,  AraiL  33. 
DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Hr.  DROHOOOLB  asked  the  unanimoaa  eonaent  of 
the  House  to  take  up  the  reaolution,  heretofore  submit- 
ted by  him,  calling  upon  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  selection  of  the  depoa. 
ile  banks,  the  igenta  connected  with  (he  same,  fcc. 

Hr.  LAWLER  hoped  the  gentleman  would  waive  hi* 
motion  until  he  could  present  a  petition. 

Hr.  DROMGOQLE  bad  given  way  on  aeveral  occa- 
sionsin  order  to  accommodate  gentlemen,  and  by  ao  doing 
be  had  been  prevented  from  pressing  bis  motion.  He 
could  not  withdraw  it,  as  it  waa  important,  inhiaopintoo, 
(hadlM  inquiry  which  he  proposed  should  be  agreed  (e. 

Hr.  HAWB3  hoped  both  gendemen  would  waive 
their  motions,  to  enable  him  to  call  up  a  reaolution  wliicb 
he  had  offered  on  the  7th  of  January,  in  reference  to  (he 
West  Point  Academy. 

Hr.  DBOHGOOLE  declined  wKhdrawing  h'iamo(ion, 
when  Hr.  LAWLER  objected  to  it,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  hit  objection. 

Hr.  ADAHS  suggested  to  the  genllenum  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Hr.  DaoMaooLi,]  that  bis  colleague  [Hr.  Wisa] 
had  proposed  ao  amendment  to  his  resolution,  in  which 
he  felt  much  intcrcM)  and  that.  Inasmuch  aa  the  totter 
gentleman  was  not  in  his  sett,  tbe  proposition  ought  not 
to  be  pressed  at  that  time. 

Mr.  EVANS  objected  to  taking  up  the  reaolution. 

Hr.  UROHGUOLE  moved  (o  suspend  tbe  rule  until 
one  o'clock.  In  order  to  enable  him  to  make  a  notion  to 
lake  up  his  proposition . 

Hr.  HOWELL  moved  ■  call  of  the  Iloote,  upon 
wUcb  Hr.  W1U.IAH8, ofMortb Carolina.  atkedforttM 
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y«M  uti  nqn^  wbioli  were  ordered,  Mid  vcrei  TcM  40, 
IN7I115. 

So  the  mil  wM  reruted. 

TbeoMlKnito  M>pend  tbe  ruin  mtt  then  lEreed 
Ml  Ayn  100,  non  33.  [Prcviaui  to  tMng  Ihb  *M«, 
Hr.  Win  tppnred  In  bii  teat.] 

The  reeohition  »n  tbni  md,  ■■  follovc 

Buthed,  itnt  the  Secreiary  of  i  he  TrcMury  be  dimt- 
ed  M  aommimicMe  to  Mt  Houie  full  inforiiMition  of  Ihc 
mods  and  manner  of  aelceling  b*nka  in  ihe 
Sntca  or  Territorkt  for  Ihc  depoiile  of  the  public  moaey 
of  the  United  Statea,  of  all  contneta,  agrcenenla,  or 
Mipulationi^  entered  into  with  Mid  bank*  for  the  aafe 
h«epli)g  of  aaid  nkoneyai  that  Ihe  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treaaury  *Uo  atate  vbst  afentt  have  been  employed, 
lh«  nature  and  extent  of  their  agency,  and  the  eorooen' 
aatiun  which  lucb  agenia  have  received  in  any  way  ma 
tbe  GDvemnent  of  the  United  Stateai  tmi  that  he  alao  Matt 
what  oAeertoragenta.oQthe  part  uf  Mid  bank^  havDln 
anjr  w*y  participated,  or  been  inuniinental,  in  tbe  forrn- 
■lion  m  any  aueh  eontractai  afcrcenent^  oralipulationa, 
ooneeming  tbe  depoaite  and  wr  keeping  of  laid  moncyi 
ID  nid  bank& 

Tbe  queation  pending  waa  Ihe  following  amendment, 
pfopoead  by  Hr.  Witai 

Bnoimd,  Thataaeleotoommittce  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  lend  for  peraona  and  papery  to  inijuire  into  the 
anode  or  agency  of  aelccting  tbe  banka  of  depoaite  foi 
Iba  public  uKHicyi  the  conlracta  with  Ibe  Treaaury  De. 
pertment  by  arhich  they  arc  regulated,  the  manner  in 
whlofa  Mid  the  penona  bv  wbom  auch  contract!  are  oi 
ba*«  ben  Haade;  into  all  Gorreipondcnes  whataoerer 
touching  contract*  for  tbe  depoaite  of  the  public  moneyi 
andintoatl  connexion  or  rebtion,  official  or  unofGeial, 
which  eiiMa  or  baa  exialed,  bet  ween  any  psraon  or  petiona 
mA  the  Treuury  DepaKmenI,  or  between  them  and  the 
depothe  banka,  or  any  individutla  or  baaka,  loucbiny  Ihe 
custody  and  the  control  and  depoaite  of  the  public 
mooeyi  or  between  any  department  of  the  Eiecutire 
end  any  uidlvidual  or  Inilividuala  or  banka,  touching  the 
diaburaements  of  the  public  money,  appropriated  or  un- 
appropriated by  law|  and  into  the  amount  of  compen- 
iatkia  of  Miy  or  all  agenta  whataoerer,  official  or  unof- 
BeiaiL  connected  with  the  Mid  Deparimenl  orNid  banka, 
touohing  the  diaburteiDcnls,  aafe  keeping,  or  depoaite, 
of  (he  (lublic  Boneyi  and  that  aaid  comniltee  hare  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiac. 

Ur.  CALHOUN,  of  Maswchnaetla,  who  waa  entitled 
to  tbe  floor,  addreioed  the  House  at  aome  length,  Hia 
objeet  in  addresaing  Ihe  Houie  waa  to  oubaiil  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  genlteman  from  Virginia, 
[Hr.  Wiaa,}  beeaiue  he  believed  both  the  original  reao- 
lutHm  and  the  amendment  as  wanting.  He  could  aee  no 
great  difference  between  the  original  reaolution  and  the 
amendment,  except  «a  it  related  to  tbe  IranMLoliona  of  a 
oerUin  individual  with  the  depoaite  banka.  He  pro. 
poaed  to  amend,  to  as  to  inquire  how  Ihe  public  moneys 
bad  been  used  since  they  had  been  in  Iha  depoaite  bank*) 
and  unleaa  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Wisi]  waa 
witling  to  make  that  inquiry,  he  should  connder  it  a 
mere  persons!  matter,  which  did  not  leem  to  him  to  be 
Important.  Hia 'amendment,  if  adopted,  wuuld  go  to 
ifcow  in  what  manner  the  moneft  had  been  used  tioce 
they  were  placed  in  the  depoaite  banka,  which  was  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  -  - 


bands  of  thoae  banks,  which  he  underatood  from  a  re- 
port of  Ihe  Becretary  of  the  Treawry  to  be  at  preaent 
very  nearly  ihirty-iwo  million*  c^  dollarai  and  be  be- 
lieved by  Ihe  end  of  the  preaent  year  they  would  amount 
to  upward*  of  Bfty  milliona.  This  money  was  bringing 
in  no  iatercat  to  the  Qoverament,  which  he  coDstdcKd 


might  be  loaned  out  foe  two  millione  of  dolhrt.  Tbi* 
WM  Ihe  rrason  why  an  itkquiry  should  be  made  into  thie 
matter)  snd  hn  hoped  auch  an  inquiry  would  be  had. 
1'he  gentleman  who  bad  offered  the  original  resolulton 
[Mr.  Dxoxaa(»a]  gave,  as  bis  rcaacms  for  it,  that  h* 
wished  aome  information  in  relation  to  the  aubj«ct,  be> 
fore  the  bill  to  regubte  the  depoaite  banka  came  up  to 
be  acted  on.  Thia  might  have  been  the  gentleman's 
ob^eclf  but  he  coMidered  that  if  this  had  been  hia  real 
object,  he  would  have  brought  forward  tbe  propontion 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  aeaaioa.  He  found  that  the 
depoaite  bill  waa  repotted  in  the  other  br«n<^  of  Con- 
greaa  during  the  firat  month  of  the  aeaaion,  and  tliat  a 
bill  for  the  aame  purpose  waa  reported  in  tbe  Houae 
about  a  month  ago.  Now,  although  such  was  the  facli 
and  attempts  had  been  made  to  fix  a  day  for  the  conaid- 
eration  of  that  bill,  still  no  resolution  of  this  aort  waa 
brought  in  for  ibc  connderailon  of  the  Houae,  until  the 
genileman  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Wiaa]  had  repeatedly 
made  attempts  to  g«t  bif  reaolution  before  the  House. 
From  these  circumatancca,  he  waa  led  to  believe  that 
the  reaolution  wa«  not  oiTered  for  Ihe  objeet  avowed  by 
ita  mover,  but  to  prevent  a  searching  inquhy  from  being 
made.  He  then  went  into  a  camparUon  of  the  original 
resolution  and  aniendment,  and  remarked  that  the  only 
maleriiil  difference  between  the  reaolution  and  Ihe  lub- 
alitute  waa,  that  tbe  aubititute  propoaed  an  inquiry  in 
relation  to  the  connexion  of  a  certain  individual  with  the 
bank*  of  deponte  and  the  Government.  He  contidered 
it  important  thai  Ihe  people  shDulil  know  all  about  ibeaa 
money  tranaaction*  of  the  depoaite  banks  connected  with 
the  public  revenue.  He  considered  they  had  the  right 
to  examine  into  the  manner  in  which  Ihe  rdcneya  bad 
been  used  by  Ihe  depoaite  bankti  and  if  they  neglected 
to  do  BO,  he  considered  they  would  be  recreant  to  Iheir 
duty  as  repreaenlatirea  of  the  peoplei  they  not  only  had 
the  right  to  make  thi*.  investigation,  but  were  bound  to 
do  it.  Aa  they  atood  at  present,  they  ebuM  ttave  no 
information,  cicept  auch  aa  was  laid  before  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  the  monthly  alalementa  of  the 
bankai  which  being  made  up  by  tbe  banks  themaelvea, 
he  did  notknow  that  they  were  always  to  be  depended  on. 
The  smeodnient  proposed  to  nuke  sn  investigation 
into  the  eonnexioQ  which  a  certain  individual  bad  with 
the  depoiite  banks.  Thi*  mysieriooa  relation  be  eof)- 
aidered  moat  important.  What  was  thst  relatioiif  Wa* 
there  a  gentleman  in  that  House  who  could  tell  what  it 
wasf  Could  even  Ihe  honorable  chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Hcana  inform  them  what  that  rela- 
tion waaf  He  bad  not  even'  heard  an  altempl  made  to 
point  out  the  relaliona  of  this  individual  between  the  de- 
poaite banks  and  the  Government.  Were  they,  then,  to 
rest  calrahr,  when  fifty  milltona  would  be  in  the  bank*  at 
Ihe  end  of  the  preaent  year,  in  the  hce  of  Ihe  fact  that 
thia  individual  had  much  to  do  with  tbeie  banka?  No< 
he  wanted  to  know  what  use  had  been  mide  of  the  pub- 
lic money*.  He  conaidered  an  inveatigatlon  alt-important 
for  the  purpose  of  aatiafying  the  country,  because  thtt 
inquiry  waa  demanded  by  Ihe  people  of  the  country. 
He  aaid  they  were  called  upon  by  KTtrj  coneideration  to 
look  Into  this  matter)  and  were  bound  to  aee  what  naen 
had  been  made  of  Ihe  moneya,  and  what  aceurily  ther* 
wa*  fur  the  money.  When  the  public  money  wa*  in 
Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  it  was  found  nrctanry  on 
several  occasiona  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  thst  institu- 
tion, and  then  they  had  proper  legal  restriotion*.  Such 
being  the  caae,  how  much  more  important  ws*  it  now, 
thst  Ihc  condition  of  thoae  bank*  should  be  exsmined 
.  when  there  were  no  legal  reitriclions.  'Hirre  wie 
alao  another  eonaideratioil  which  should  induce  Ihcm  to 
'  ito  thia  invealigaliiini  which  wm,  that  there  wcr* 
auipidona  attached  to  the  character  of  Ihe  individual  who 
leanccled  witb  these  bank*  by  Mme  kind  of  sgwicyi 
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lo  him  on  tbit  floor,  but  there  «m  cTidenoe  which  had 
been  read  to  the  Mouse  from  the  record*  of  tbe  Honse— 
the  report  of  the  bink  inre«lifplii>ir  eonmitlee.  On 
theie  coniideralioni,  he  conoeivvd  tb^thoukl  TMke  tbe 
cxwniMtion.  But  there  wm  1(111  another,  and  an  im- 
portant Kwon,  <rhr  the  examination  ihould  be  made) 
which  wai,  that  it  wu  due  to  (be  Secretary  of  the 
Ttauury.  The  Secretary  of  the  TrCMury  held  a  very 
inportant  station,  and  had  charge  of  the  fundi  of  th« 
nation,  and  wai  bound  to  give  an  account  of  tbe  tiluation 
of  Ihoee  fundi.  Nov,  if  an  htdixidual  wu  employed  b; 
the  banki  who  wi«  lubject  to  nieddte  with  theae  fundi, 
on  whom  luipicioo  reiled,  be  (oniidercd  it  important 
that  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  ahould  be  placed  in  ■ 
ritmlion  to  ihow  that  he  had  no  inlerconne  with  that  in- 
diTiduaL  He  thought  the  inquiry  ihould  be  made  for 
the  Secretary'*  benefit,  if  not  for  tbe  benefit  of  Ihe 
Home,  txcauae  h«  ecniidered  the  Sccretirj  a  moat  able 
■nd  induitrioui  ofBocr,  and  ihoutd  not  deiire  to  lee  any 
•uipicion  atUched  to  him.  The  inquiry  wai  dtw  to  him 
and  to  Ibe  country.  There  wu  aho  a  ctaun  in  the  eon- 
■tilutiun  which  provided  that  no  money  ihould  be  drawn 
from  (he  Treaiuiy  but  in  cooiequenee  of  appropriation* 
nide  by  Uwi  and  if  It  wu  a  fact  that  an  individual  or  in- 
dividuaU  drew  money*  from  the  depowte  banki,  tn  eon* 
MderationofUieuKof  Ihe  public  moneys  he  comMered 
i(  a  viobiion  of  (lii*  article.  The  Government  bad  al- 
w»y»  been  in  deb(,  until  within  a  ahort  time,  when  we 
arrived  »(  an  uneiampled  itate  of  proipcrity.  But  if  ihe 
•omiptioiw  which  were  frequently  ipoken  of  were  to 
creep  in,  ind  the  moaeyi  lo  be  ui^  for  nioh  purposei, 
iw  eomidered  thit  a  national  debt  would  have  been  a 
national  bleuing,  compared  with  that  atate  of  iffairi. 

Mr.  C.  than  aubraitted  hii  amendment  to  Ihe  amend- 
ment, namely,  "  llie  manner  in  which  Ihe  public  moneys 
have  buta  uied,  and  the  tecurily  received  for  Ihe  nme." 

Mr.  WISE  aeoepted  tbii  amendment,  and  modified  hii 
own  amendment  ao  ai  lo  make  it  come  in  Immediately 
after  (be  reioluiion  of  Hr.  DaoMsooti. 

Mr.  BONO  eomidered  the  amendment  of  the  grnlk- 
IMn  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiai]  ihould  prevail.  He  went 
inlo  an  examination  to  ihow  how  niuch  nKmey  had  been 
kwt  Id  (he  Qorernment  by  the  hilure  of  Slate  inititu- 
tioni  about  (be  time  of  the  late  war,  and  argued  that 
luch  a  itale  of  thinga  might  igwn  come  to  pan.  He  aln 
contruled  the  condition  of  the  finanoei  of  tbe  country 
during  the  lime  tbe  United  Siatci  Bank  had  poneirion 
oTthe  public  depoaiiei  with  (he  preient  lime,  and  con- 
tended that  the  Bankof  the  United  8(atei  performed  the 
•ervioe  of  the  Government  much  more  uiUfactorily  than 
it  waa  now  perfumed. 

Tbe  remarki  of  Hr.  Bom  were  arreited  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  hour  of  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  HeKAY  movedto  impend  tbe  rulei  for  one  hour, 
Ibr  (be  purpoieof  reaumingthe  conirderation  of  the  bills 
authoriiing  the  Preiident  to  aoeept  the  lerviae  of  volun- 
Men,  and  for  the  better  defence  of  the  Weitern  Frontier. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeu  and  nij-i, 
which  were  ordered,  and  cere:  Yeai  92,  nayi  83. 

Bo  the  House  refuied  to  luipend  the  rulei. 

The  Houae  then  proceeded  to  (he  cnniideration  of 
private  bill*. 

TbebitI  providing    for  remunerating  Benjamin   Hur- 

Shy,  of  Arkifiiai,  lor  property  Kiied  or  itolen  by  (he  In- 
ians,  Doming  up — 

Mr.  RBYN0LD3  nid  thai  the  bill,  ai  he  iindentood 
it,  presented  a  cklm  on  Ihe  Giivernmenl  for  oompen- 
■i(ion  for  dim*gi-B  done  by  the  Cheri)tee  Indianii  that 
the  GuveminenI  had  nored  these  Indiana  weit,  and  lo- 
cXadlhemin  iuchasi(uation  (bat  Ihe  inevitable  conac- 
qwenoe  wai,  that  they  would  commit  a  Ireipaaa  on  the 
property  of  Ihe  claimant.    If  the  Oaverament  wi*  the 


means  by  wUoh  tbe  individual  lost  tui  property,  kov^ 
to  be  accountable  fur  iti  but  if  tbe  property  waa  de- 
■troyed  by  the  imn's  own  imprudent  acts,  wiibout  tbe 
agency  of  tke  Guvemmeal,  then  be  ought. lo  be  the 
loser  himaelf.  It  is  admitted  Ibe  Indian*  OMMBkted  Ibe 
tr«sp«ai^  and  it  wa*  by  the  act  of  tbe  QavcrnmcBl^ 
moving  (he  Indiana  to  that  region  of  oountiy,  that  tbe 
outrage  ana  done.  To  excuse  the  Governmeot  from 
PT'nS  'if  Ciia  damage,  which  wa*  eauacd  by  theiragen- 
ey,  tbe gendaoaaa  from  OhiD[Hr.'Vi>TaB]Myitbii claim- 
ant wai  a  Irerpuaer  on  (he  buida  of  (be  Uniied  Staler 
hid  pieced  binuelf  out  of  ihe  pale  of  protection  of  Ibe 
Government,  and  thereby  ought  not  to  have  relief.  By 
an  old  act  of  Congreea,  that  Ku  by  time  and  public  opin- 
ion become  obaolete,  and,  be  migbt  eiy,  almeat  void, 
tbeiecitiien* lenlinr  on  Ihe  public  landamighihe sailed, 
and  no  more  than  called,  treipalier*.  Tb«y  arc,  in  fact, 
not  trespaaaera.  Public  opinion  long  since  faa*  discard- 
ed thi*  notion.  No  one  in  the  Weit  coniiders  tbeac 
indiriduils  on  Congren  landi  u  tteipaaaert.  Tliey  are 
ropectable  citizeni,  many  of  them,  ind  iu  every  reipect 
enUiled  lo  the  privilegei  and  immuniliei  of  other  ctli- 
leni.  The  American  Congreu  so  conuder*  tbem.  Pre- 
emption* to  lecure  thcie  meritorious  cilizeni  in  their 
labor  and  improvement*  have  been  paiaed  from  lime 
lolime,  and  continued  in  force  for  many  yean.  It  ii 
the  aettled  policy  of  the  Government)  and  Hr.  B.  mid 
he  hoped  it  would  alvaya  remain  Ihe  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy  of  Ihe  country.  He  hoped  the  claim- 
ant, beoauae  he  wu  lettled  on  the  land  of  (he  Govern- 
ment, would  not  be  placed  in  a  «one  condition  than 
the  gentlemin  [Mr.  VivToal  would  be  in  tbe  Slale  of 
Ohio,  fettled  on  hisownioil,  if  the  Indiani,  by  (be  agency 
of  the  United  Sialei,  had  committed  a  treipau  oo  bw 
property.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  ViaToa]  said  (bat  It 
wu  the  encroaohment  of  tbe  while*  on  the  Indians 
that  cauaed  these  Indian  wan,  which  cost  (he  Guvern- 
menl  ao  much  money.  He  inatanced  tbe  Black  HaiA 
war.  Mr.  It.  inid  be  would  lUte  the  facts  in  relation  to 
tbe  lut-mentloned  war,  u  he  had  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  war,  and  (he  facts  (hat  led  to  i(.  Tbe  Govern- 
ment bad  purchased  of  tbe  Bac  and  fox  Indiana,  of 
which  tribes  Black  Hawk  and  his  band  formed  a  part, 
tbe  whole  country  which  wu  invaded  by  the  hostile  In- 
diana. These  Indiana  had  nut  one  foot  of  land  on  the 
cut  aide  of  the  Uiasiuippi  river.  They  were,  in  a))ub- 
lic  council  the  year  before  at  Rock  Iiland,  made  ac- 
quainted with  (heir  righu,  and  tbe  view  the  Government 
had  taken  of  Ihe  *liole  transaelion.  They  were  in  a 
friendly  manner  oautiuned  againit  again  crossing  (be 
rivtr  to  the  eul  aide,  in  violetkin  of  (heir  agreement  and 
the  wishes  and  advice  of  Ihe  United  Stales.  They  in 
a  moit  solemn  manner  pledged  tbemielvcs  not  ttfftin  to 
violsie  the  comnund  of  the  Government  by  recrosiing  the 
river  to  Ihe  eut  side.  Early  in  April,  1833,  they,  in 
riolalion  of  that  pledge,  and  contrary  (o  (he  command  of 
(he  Government,  croaied  Ibe  river  to  the  eut  aide, 
where  they  had  not  any  land,  and  no  well-founded  claim 
(o  it.  It  IS  true.  Black  Hawk  and  a  part  of  Iii*  band 
clainted  their  portion  of  the  land  on  the  eait  aide  of  (he 
Uiaiiaippi,  u  they  aaid  Ihey  never  had  aold  il.  They 
were  cheated  out  of  il,  tut.  The  nature  of  lliia  claim, 
in  IS3I,  in  the  council  at  Rock  Hand,  before  mentioned, 
waa  explained  lo  (hem,  and  made  them  underitand  that 
ilie  Government  could  not  be  bound  by  i'.  Th^  hid 
atirreyed  part  of  it,  and  had  actually  sold  aome  of^il  to 
her  cilizena.  The  country  did  no!  belong  lo  tlie  Indian*. 
Inilead  of  the  white  populaiion  iitlruding  on  (he  Indian^ 
(he  reverie  of  llie  a(a[cmenl  wai  (be  fac(.  The  Indians 
invaded  and  intruded  themselves  on  tbe  whi(ea(  the  u  bites 
resisted,  u  they  had  a  right,  and  were  In  fact  bound  (o 
do.  1'hui  the  war  of  IB32  commenced.  It  waa  the  ag. 
gresiiona  of  the  Indiana  that  caused  it.     1'Im  Winneba- 
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gntttetoMjiin  183S,  wld  out  sll  their UnditndpoNci- 
^oni  •outh  of  W'wcani'm,  xnd  ■greed  to  move  twtf  *■"' 
never  return.  Thli  will  be  Ken  by  ■  reference  li 
trealr  nude  at  Rock  iiland,  in  Ihe  St*te  of  lllmDii,  in 
fMr.  If  they  return,  ihty  %re  inlruden  knd  (reipaaen 
on  theltndi  ind  powenions  of  the  whilel.  If  ■ny  diffi- 
culty ihould  uiie,  thejr  are  the  tmpuien,  ana  muil 
abide  b)F  the  eontequencef.  ir  war  eniue,  the  wronf 
commenced  with  thcnweivea.  The  poticy  ot  the  Govern- 
ment ia  correct  in  moving  them  away  from  the  whitet. 
No  other  policy  irill  preaerve  them  at  all.  If  Ihe  In- 
diana will  violate  thia  bufflaae  and  benevolent  view  of 
their  condition  taken  bj  (he  United  Statea,  and  return 
among  the  whitea  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  Ihey  muit 
ezpecl  to  receive  rough  treatment.  It  will  aurely  be 
«he  roiult  or  their  raah  and  unwiae  courae  of  cpnuucl. 
Let  the  evil  be  with  them. 

Altrr  taking  up    Mid  eonndering  aevera)  other  private 
billa, 

liie  Hotue  adjourned. 


HoNDiT,  Arait  25. 
The  uti&niahed  buaineti  of  Monday  laitwaa  taken  up, 
behig  a  motion  to  etcuac  Mr.  Uvdibwodb  from 
voting  on  laying  an  appeal  on  the  lablc,  taken  by  Mr. 
Wiaa  from  a  deciiion  of  the  Chair,  lliat  »  n.emoriat 
presented  by  Mr,  Slidb,  againat  the  admiauon  of 
ArkanMi  into  tbc.Union,  on  the  ground  of  the  toleration 
of  tlavery,  went,  under  the  ordrrof  the  Houar,  to  the 
commiltee  appointed  under  the  resolution  of  Hr.  Pinci- 

Mr.  DaDBBwroD  waa  Iben  ezcuied  from  voting,  and 
Ihe  motion  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  lablewascarried: 
re«B  127,  nayi  6S. 

The  next  lubject  In  order  waa  an  appeal  of  a  aimilar 
eharaelcr,  taken  by  Mr.  SLina,  on  (he  lltli  inatant, 
from  a  like  deciiion  upon  a  petition  presented  by  Ur. 
S.  on  that  day. 

Ur.  SPEIGHT,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  diacaa- 
«on  on  the  appeal,  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table, 
together  with  ine  aubject  connected  with  it- 
Mr.  WI3B  had  received  a  letter  from  certain  peraoni 
connected  with  the  Brialol  College,  which  denied  that 
they  had  dgned  any  memorial  in  reference  to  alavcry  In 
the  Territorie*. 

Mr.  SLAD  K,  had  not  elated  that  the  peraoni  alluded 
to  had  tigned  the  memorial  which  he  presented  from 
Dristol. 

Mr.  U0RIll9atked  for  the  yeassnd  nay*  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  1  which  were  ordered. 

Hr.  ADAM3  had  in  hi*  posieuion  aimiUr  petition*, 
andinquireil  of  the  Chair  what  would  betheeHcclof 
laying  the  sppeal  on  the  table,  snd  whether  or  not  the 
petition  would  alto  be  laid  on  (he  table  or  go  to  the 
at lert  commiltee? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  ifthe  motion  to  lay  the 
appeal  on  the  table  prevailed,  it  would  carry  with  it  the 
whole  (ubjecti  snd  that  (he  action  upon  the  petition 
would  be  auipanded,  aubject  lo  the  point  of  order  upon 
Ihe  appeal,  and  would  remain  (uapended  nnlit  the  House 
■hoiild  take  up  snd  decide  the  point  of  order  arising 
upon  theappeil. 

The  qTieatmn  waithen  laVen,  and  the  appeal  was  laid 
on  the  tabic:  Yea*  IID,  nays  63. 

PROCEEDS  OF  THB  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  HouM  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resohilion 
of  the  Kentucky  Legiilature,  In  fivorofa  distribution  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  isle*  of  Ihe  public  land*. 

The  qufiiion  pending  wa*  the  melton  of  Mr.  Wit- 
UAH>,  of  Rrntuck)',  torefer  (heresululinns  to  theCotn- 
mitiee  of  Way*  and  tieana,  with  instruction*  to  report  a 


M-.  HAWKS  rose  to  proceed  in  the  remark*  which 
he  bad  heretnfore  commenced. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  contended  thai,  by 
giving  way  for  other  bu*ine*a  on  former  daya,  his 
colleague  had  waived  hii  right  to  the  floori  and  tliai, 
under  the  rule,  he  could  not  sgain  addrei*  (he  Houie 
until  every  other  member  had  apuken,  who  chose  to 

Theaenaeofthelloute  was  (aken,  and  it  wu  decided, 
without  *  count,  tbat  Mr.  Hawu  wa*  entitled  ts  tht 
floor. 

Hr.  HAWES  then  rote  and  addressed  tbe  House  at 
followai 

Hr.  Speaker:  Since  I  had  the  honor  lo  kddres*  tbe 
Home,  three  weeks  ago^  my  frietwl  from  Ohio  [Hr. 
Stobib.]  haa  taken  occaiinn  to  answer  in  C!ummittee  of 
the  Whole  the  remarks  which  I  made  in  the  House,  al- 
IhouKh  it  was  known  to  himself  and  the  oihei  mtmbera 
tbat  1  had  not  concluded  my  remarka,  but  waa  prevented 
by  Ihe  rules  of  the  Houae  from  so  doin^t  the  cfTcct  of 
which  is,  that  the  speech  of  the  genllemtn  has  gone  out 
in  answer  tu  one  which  i*  as  yei  unfinislied.  1  therefore 
ask  the  permiaaion  of  Ihe  House  to  answer  the  remark* 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  allbougb  contrary  (o  tbe 
rule  of  proceeding  here. 

The  CHAIR  sUied  that,  a* he  was  not  permitted  to  do 
so  by  Ihe  rules,  he  must  put  the  qucation  to  the  House. 

Tbe  queition  being  then  put.  and  leave  being  granted 
lo  Mr.  HAwaa  to  proceed,  he  apoke  aa  fullowai 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  express  my  thanks  to  the  House 
for  (he  favor  they  have  granted  mei  for  olherwisc  I 
could  not  have  replied  lo  the  remark*  of  (he  ReBileioan 
from  Ohio.  Tile  speech  of  (be  gentleman,  which  I  have 
•een  in  pamphlet  form,  i*  the  roo*t  singular  article  of  i1m 
kind  Ebmt  ha*  ever  come  under  my  obMrvation.  It  pur- 
ports on  i(a  face  to  be  s  speech  in  answer  lo  mine,  in  re- 
Islion  to  (he  miliiary  conduct  of  General  Harrison  du- 
ring Ihe  late  warg  yet,  when  it  is  opened  snd  examined, 
the  greater  part  ia  taken  up  hy  certificates  from  ollMr 
indiviiluslsi  and  the  best  deaignstion  I  can  give  it  is  ibe 
cerlificale  speech  of  my  friend  from  Ohio.  There  are 
more  cerlificale*  in  that  speech  than  are  usually  ap- 
pended by  physicians  lo  a  patent  medicine,  which  they 
wish  (o  recommend  to  Ihe  publici  snd  hence  I  ihallspply 
another  name,  and  call  it  the  patent  medicine  apeech. 
U  haa  been  truly  and  justly  observed  by  one  now  high 
in  power  and  station,  when  applied  (o  for  a  certificate 
of  good  military  conduct,  that  •  good  officer  was  alwaya 
injured  by  certificates,  for  acliuna  spoke  louder  than 
words<  and  it  brought  suspicion  on  him,  by  inducing 
men  to  doubt  on  (he  subject.  I  aak,  if  any  one  ever 
thought  of  obtaining  certificates  of  character,  unless 
there  were  good  reason*  to  doubt  thst  character.'  Cer- 
tainly not.  What  would  be  thought  of  a  leinala  who 
would  go  into  (he  worM  to  procure  voucher*  of  good 
character?  Why,  sir,  thst  serioua  charges  and  reason* 
fur  auKplcions  rested  on  her  chastity  and  virtuei  and  m 
not  (he  reputation  ofa  miliiary  man  as  delicate  a*  that  of 
a  female?  Most  undoubtedly  it  it|  and  yei,  in  yean  that 
are  past  snd  gvne  by,  this  long  list  of  certificatea  weie 
obtained  to  support  General  Harrison  as  a  renowned 
commanileri  and  it  needs  no  comment. 

fiul,  again:  I  discover  (hat  these  certificalei  sre  pre- 
sented as  coming  from  colonels,  nujorp,  generstx,  Stc., 
when  il  must  be  recol1ec(ed  (hat,  during  that  period  of 
the  wsr,  Ihese  gentlemen  did  not  hold  these  high  ofBcea, 
but  were  subordinate  officers  undei  General  Harrison; 
snrl  Ihst  at  subsequent  period*  they  ri  ceived  their  higher 
xrsde*  on  tite  list  of  the  army.  At  Ihe  time  theae  certifi* 
cate*  wtre  given,  Ihe  *lgners  stuod  very  much  in  the 
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•MM  reUtion  to  General  Hurlion  in  vhich  mj  friend 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Gusaim]  now  tlandi,  thil  of  lieu- 
tenant or  Mcond  in  eomimnd.  Thcj  were  hi*  mere 
•ubordiititeii  iTkd  dependent  on  him  to  >  certain  extenli 
and  I  mention  thii,  not  in  diiparaifement  of  ttiem,  but 
thit  thef  may  not  go  out  with  other  and  bigher  tillea 
than,  in  truLh,  esiited  at  the  time.  I  aak  my  friend  from 
Ohio  [Hr.  STOBia]  if  be  can  inform  thin  Houie  why 
the  name  of  the  commander  of  the  fourth  rpfpment 
at  Tippecanoe— that  repnitnt  wbicb  diicharged  ili  duty 
■o  i^loriouily  on  that  oceuian — waa  not  appended  to  itie 
eenifiealea.  Here  are  the  nimri  of  all  the  •ubilterni, 
but  where  ii  the  name  of  Qeneral  Bnjd,  the  pntleman'a 
own  tinc)e,  and  the  commander  of  that  re^wienl'  It  it 
not  beret  ■imply  becauae  he  could  not  conacientiouily 
lign  a  paper  to  difTerent  from  hi*  belief  and  convictionai 
and  I  appeal  to  many  membcn  on  Ibia  Soor,  whom  i 
could  name,  for  the  truth  of  what  I  aaKrt.  He  enter- 
tained noauehopiniunof  the  military  conduct  of  General 
HarriMm,  and  hence  did  not  certify. 

The  fcntleBun  hia  wid  that  I  should  haTB  left  the 
defence  of  the  militia  of  Ohio,  from  the  char^te  againit 
ihem  by  General  Harrtoon,  to  aome  member  from  that 
Stale.  I  will  tell  that  Kenlleman  that  I  have  a  warm 
feeling  for  the  reputaltcn  of  the  people  of  OhiO(  for  they 
are  our  brelhreni  and  when  I  teetbe  ilandinjtof  aiiater 
State  rudely  anailed,  and  that,  too^  by  an  individual  now 
a  candidate  fur  their  rotei  a*  Pre^dent  of  (heae  United 
Statei,  I,  aa  a  Kentuekian,  •ball  make  an  cHort  (howerer 
humble  it  may  be)  to  diaprore  lucb  inainuationa,  and 
place  that  brave  and  patriotic  people  in  a  true  tilualron, 
the  charges  made  by  General  Hirriion  againit  Ihrm  to 
the  oonlriry  notwiihatandin|f.  Bui  erKMigh  of  thiii  for 
it  ia  truly  punhil  to  feel  il  a  duty  to  ipeak  of  thing;* 
which  are  past  and  gone  by,  and  I  do  hope  that  neither 
the  K#n(len>an  from  Ohio  nor  my  collea^e  [Ur. 
Mxaoia}  will  a^fain  bring  me  in  a  position  where  it  de- 
volrea  on  me,  ai  a  representative  of  a  truly  pstriolic  and 
Ugh-minded  people,  to  tet  them  right  on  Ibi*  or  aoy 
other  subject. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  Kentucky  are  called  on 
to  support  General  Harrison  and  Francis  Granger, 
Esquires,  in  preference  to  Martin  Van  Buren  and  Colo- 
nel Richard  M.  Johnson.  Of  the  latter  I  need  say  noth- 
ingi  for  his  military  and  civil  labora  have  given  him  an 
almoat  universal  acqunntance  with  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky. For  Iwinlj-nine  yeara  he  has  been  a  member  of 
Congress^  and  during  ^t  period  ba*  been  the  stern  and 
anwiveringadvocateof  the  people's  right*.  Hi*  Sunday 
mail  report,  and  his  effective  labor*  agamit  imprisonment 
for  debt,  to  say  nottiing  of  his  exertions  for  the  aolditn 
of  the  revolutionsry  and  lale  wirs,  have  given  him  a 
reputation  which  nothing  that  an  humble  individual  like 
myself  could  say  could  add  to  or  diminish.  But,  in  rela- 
tion to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  upon  whom  to  much  viluperalion 
and  abuse  have  been  lari^ed,  I  will  detain  the  House 
but  a  few  moments.  And  who  i*  Martin  Vsn  Buren' 
A  min  who,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  has 
been  iiteniilied  wiih  the  republican  party,  and  on  that 
•ceounthiadrawn  down  on  biahead  the  most  determined 
and  peraerering  hatred  of  the  aristocracy  i  a  man  sgainst 
whose  private  character  and  moral  worth  not  even  a 
breaib  of  ilander  hat  dared  to  approach.  He  was  a  ton 
of  an  bumble  farrr.er  in  New  York,  who,  at  a  aubiequent 
period,  kept  a  home  of  entertainment  at  g,lnderhook, 
anil  through  his  long  political  career  has  not  forgotten 
that  he  wa*  truly  and  emphatically  one  of  the  people, 
and  the  deadly  enemy  of  aristocracy,  in  any  and  every 
shape  by  which  it  might  approach  our  free  inttitu lions. 
He  has  pasted  Itirough  alnunt  all  the  atationt  in  the  gift 
of  thepeoplei  and  who  dare  assert  that  he  has  ever  been 
Hit^illifulr  The  first  office  he  wm  called  on  to  occupy 
was  the  bumble  but  reapoaiible  one  of  surrogate,  or 
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Judge  of  probate,  in  bit  native  county.  Next,  he  wa* 
elected  a  Senator  in  the  Lrgi^ature  ofNev  York,  whera 
he  continued  two  termti  and,  while  there,  wat  the  un- 
wavering adrociEe  of  the  war,  and  wat  the  author  of 
many  patriotic  addreiaea  which  iasued  to  the  country, 
calling  on  the  people  to  tutlain  the  honor,  the  rights, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Union,  against  their  powerful  and 
vindlclire  foe.  At  a  subsequent  period,  Martin  Van 
Buren  wis  sppointed  attorney  general  of  hi*  State,  anil 
allerwarda  by  Mr.  Madison  to  prosecute  General  Hull 
for  hit  inglorious  lurrender  at  Detroit.  When  the  con- 
vention for  revising  the  eonilitutlon  wat  demanded,  h« 
watt  resident  of  a  federal  county,  where  he,  as  a  repub- 
lican, could  not  hope  to  be  choseni  but  auch  waa  tha 
necessity  for  hii  public  services,  in  the  opinion  of  tha 
people,  that  a  county  one  hundred  miles  off  elected  bim 
amemberof  the  convention,  and  he  nobly  rewarded  their 
well-placed  confidence.  At  that  t^me  no  man  was  al- 
lowed  to  vole  unless  he  poaaetsed  a  freehold  to  the 
value  ottaiO,  which  diifranehited  nearly  one  half  of  Ihtt 
whole  population)  and  by  hit  penevering  and  indefati- 
gable efloTii,  and  his  uittiring  aeal  in  the  cauie  of  free 
sufTnge,  this  odioui  principle  of  a  properly  qualifica- 
tion was  eradicated  from  the  constitution  of  New  York- 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  twice  elected  a  Senator  in  Congresi 
by  the  Legislature,  and,  before  hiaieeond  term  expired, 
wa*  elected  Governor  by  a  greater  vote  than  has  ever 
since  been  awarded  to  any  onei  and,  while  ditchsTginr 
the  high  and  onerous  dutietoflhat  ttation,  wat  appointed 
b^  our  illuttrioui  Chief  Uigittrale  Secretary  of  Slate. 
Sir,  at  a  tubicquent  period  he  waa  app<Mnted,  by  tha 
tame  authority,  our  minister  plenipotentiary  to  tiie  court 
of  Great  Britain,  whence,  as  is  well  known,  he  waa  re- 
called by  the  Senate,  without  a  aingle  charge  against  hi* 
ability  or  fidelity.  Wfaen  thus  recalled,  the  people  of 
tliii  Union  felt  their  rights  outraged  and  compromiaed, 
and  elected  him,  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Vice 
President  of  these  United  Slatet,  the  ilalion  which  h« 
now  holds.  Let  any  man,  who  ia  not  blinded  and  preju- 
diced by  parly,  examine  his  conduct  through  all  the 
varioua  atages  of  hit  public  servicet,  and  be  will  find 
that  he  has  fulfilled  the  high  Iruata  which  hive  been  re- 
posed in  him,  with  honor  to  himielf  and  benefit  to  tha 
country.  And  with  these  facti  before  his  eyes,  my  col- 
lesgue  [Ur.  Habdim]  invokei  the  people  of  Kentucky 
to  refuse  their  voles  to  this  tried  patriot  and  republican, 
and  to  give  them  to  General  Harrison,  who  haa  ever 
been  arrayed  againat  the  democratic  party  of  this  Union. 
I  will  not,  I  cannot,  believe  that  such  will  be  the  re- 
mit. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  from  the  *ubjeel  oflhe 
retolutiont,  in  order  to  antwer  other  gentlemen)  and  I 
ihtil  now  lay  a  few  wordt  in  relation  to  them,  l^e  on* 
proposition  ia  to  divide  the  proceed*  of  tha  public  land* 
among  the  Slates,  for  the  purpose  of  education  and  in- 
ternalimprovementi  and  the  olhrr,  which  stands  in  op- 
poiilion,  is  the  project  of  the  able  and  indefatigable 
representative  from  111!  no  it,  [Hr.  Casai,]  who  is  eveC 
attentive  to  the  trust  repotd  in  him  by  hit  Qonatituents, 
to  graduate  the  price  of  the  landt,  and  Ihut  open  a  door 
to  meir  actual  settlement  by  llie  hardy  yeomanry  of  tha 
land.  Ilelieving,  ai  I  do,  that  the  first  propowtion  will 
prostraie  the  interests  of  the  Wett,  make  llut  portion 
oflhe  Union  tributary  and  subservient  to  Ihe  Esslern  and 
Southern  Slatet,  and  paralyze  the  arm  of  exertion  and 
Induitry,  without  corresponding  benefit!,  I  siD  forced 
ro  vote  againit  it.  1  am  a  Western  man.  I  represent  ■ 
purlion  of  the  people  of  that  country,  and  (though  tber* 
are  no  public  lauds  in  Kentucky)  I  cannot  be  instru- 
mental in  protlrating  Ihe  intere*<aof  our  aisler  States)  to 
bind,  manacle,  sell,  and  deliver  them  over  lo  the  baUne« 
r  Union.  T^l  the  other  Slatea  but  once  revel  In  the 
spoilt  wrested  from  the  Writ,  and  where  i*  Itte  remedy 
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tn  CMC  va  rtiDUld  wish 

l»nda'     Shall  we  act  on  the  princi, 

ehifi  of  Eiirape,  keep  Urgt  fcirrtts  and  hunHng'  grounili, 

lo  bathe  abode  ufbcuti  ofprey?  or  ihill  we,  rorannall 

conaidemion,  open  then)  to  the  actual  occupation  of  the 

bonail  brmer  and  his  TiniilyP 

Tliii  >■  ihe  true  queition  to  be  decldedi  and,  for  mj- 
writ,  I  Bould  prerer  to  ice  the  land  oocupied  by  a  proa- 
perouaandinduitriouspapulallon,  uirrounded  by  peace, 
plenly,  knd  hipplnen,  with  the  giorioui  priTilege  tu  aay, 
this  ia  my  own,  and  no  une  can  wreat  it  from  me,  than 
draw  from  Ihem  and  their  litlte  onea  their  hard'earned 
dotlan,  to  be  livlahed  in  wild  and  recklets  proFurion 
among  tbt  StatM  of  thia  conrederacy.  The  people 
ahould  never  be  laved  to  a  greater  amount  than  ii  aclu- 
Mf  necenary  for  an  eeonomicai  Governmenii  and  when- 
■T*r  Ihe  reoeipla  czeeed  the  eipenJitures,  the  burdeni 
ought  to  b«  rcmoTcH  to  that  extent.  1  will  not,  by  any 
vole  of  mine,  aik  the  people  to  look  up  to  the  General 
GoTemnwnt  a*  aupcrior  to  themaelveit  or,  in  other 
worda,  I  will  not  reeogniK  the  claim  of  Ihe  GoTernroenl 
to  oolUcI  more  fi-om  the  people  than  ia  aetually  necei' 
BBfy  for  auih«riaed  and  cnnslitulional  purpoaes.  I  can- 
n*t  rece^niae  the  right  of  Congren  to  aiy  lo  the  Stile* 
what  they  shaU  and  what  they  rtiail  not  do  wilh  Ihe  di»i- 
denda.  They  ^alt  not  aay  to  ua— do  Ibia,  and  do  ibil) 
■pind  thli  amount  in  internal  im  pre  re  men  I,  and  that  in 
aducaiioD.  Sir.  ihia  education  ia  another  acheme  oftiie 
ariMocracr  to  appropriate  tbc  whole  to  Iheir  own  bene- 
fit. The  aahoola  will  be  eatabliahed  in  the  towna  atone, 
and  no  proviaion  made  for  the  eountryi  and  hence  the 
rreal  body  of  the  people  will  receive  no  benefit,  while 
the  weallhieat  portion  of  the  communit]'  reap  the 
whoW.  I  need  dwell  no  longer  on  thia  tubject,  for  the 
Weakeit  mind  can  diacorer  ila  operation  at  the  firat 
'  glanoei  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the  rich 
richer,  and  the  puor  pooreri  lo  throw  abundance  into 
the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take  away  the  hard-eamed  and 
Mantyaubaiatenceofpovertyi  the  amount  of  all  which  ia, 
that  the  many  become  dependent  on  Ihe  few,  and  thus 
^Mtroya  equality  of  righta  and  privilegea,  and  drivea 
liberty  from  our  happy  and  prasperoua  land.  Hr. 
■pealier,  here  ia  the  last  fuathold  and  realing  place  of 
Kbertyin  thia  World)  it  ia  Ihe  only  land  where  men  enjoy 
tighli  and  privilegea  on  equalityi  it  ia  Ihe  home  of  ihe 
oppreaaed  of  all  nitiont,  clitnea,  and  countrieat  and,  for 
myaelf,  I  will  not  aid  in  the  aubveraion  of  thia  gl< 
Mrici  BB  nobly  niatained  by  our  anceatars,  and  ac 
•raitaly  banded  down  to  ua  for  preierration. 
APPBOPRIATION  BILLS. 

Tn  further  ezeeuiion  of  the  ipecial  order  of  the  26lh 
of  January  laat,  Ihe  Houae  reaolved  itielf  Into  a  Commil- 
tea  oflfae  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tbe  nnion,(Mr.  8cm- 
uuHB  in  Ihe  chair.) 

Mr.  CAHBKELENG  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  ma. 
king  further  approprialiona  for  Ihe  repreaaion  of  Indian 
hoatilitiea  in  Florida. 

Mr.  HERCRR  inquired  of  Ihe  Chair  whether  Ihe 
■pecial  order  embraced  thia  bill,  and  whether  ihe  effect 
of  that  order  waa  proapeclive  aa  well  u  reiroapecli 

The  CHAIR  referred  to  Ihe  reaolution  of  26ih  Jan  , , 
and  nidit  embraced  all  the  appropriation  biila  for  Ihe 
»penaef  of  the  ririoua  depirtmenta  of  the  Government. 

Hr.  MERCER  merely  made  the  inquiry,  and  ahould 
not  preis  a  quealion  of  order  upon  it. 

Tbe  eommitlee  then  took  jpand  considered  the  bill 
reported  Ihii  morning,  providing  for  Ihe  repretiion  of 
Indian  hoatilitiea  in  Plorida. 

[Hie  bill  watreadi  it  appropriated  the  aum  of  one  million 
of  dotlan  for  the  purpose.] 

Mr.  CAHBRELENO  made  ■  brief  esplanation,  that 
•r  Ihe  fomer  appropriation  only  (487  remained;  when 


the  b'^1  waa  considervd,  ordtr«d  to  be  li^  aride,  and  re- 
ported to  the  House  wtlhout  aawndment. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  CAMBMELGNG,  the  cMnmiltM 
then  took  up  Ihe  bii^  providing  lor  the  aalaiieaof  certain 
ofltcera  therein  named. 

[Thia  bill  provided  for  Ae  payment  of  the  aalaviea  ol 
snch  extra  clerka  aa  are  now  employed  in  Ih«  varioaa 
deparltnenls,  and  whoae  coMpenaalion  waa  not  provMed 
fbr  In  the  civil  liat  hilt,  tttc  Commitlee  of  Waya  and 
Hesins  having  included  in  that  bill  only  aueh  clerk*  and 
officers  aa  were  already  provided  for  by  law.] 

Mr.  CAHBREr.BNG  moved  a  reduction  of  (ha  item 
for  clerk*  in  the  offlce  of  Ihe  aiiweyor  gaaieral  of  lUiitM 
and  Miaaouri  from  ^,890  to  k^ttO,  on  the  ground  that 
the  balance  waa  provided  for  under  tba  civil  lid  btHi 
■greed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGOS  moved  to  atrika  otit  the  (oIlMviag  woada 
from  the  first  ohnse:  "th*t  being  the  sum  baretoCara 
allowed  him  in  Ihe  aparopriatlon  bilbi*' agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  sanM  word*  ba  alricbsa 
o«t  of  the  biH  wherever  they  oocurred,  an  tbe  ground 
af  Ibcir  being  aurpluaagei  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  the  tw«  ealraCkrW 
in  the  Treaaury  Department  be  aHowed  an  annual  taikry 
oflll.lJO  and  the  other  91,000i  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAVB  JORNaON  moved  to  alrike  oot  Hm  daw* 
appropriating  f  1,000  for  Ihe  mWrr  of  an  additional  eleak 
for  the  Navy  Department)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HcKAT  moved  to  strike  ujt  tba  words  "eMn> 
mencin^  wilh  the  preaent  year,"  wherever  they  occuiead 
in  Ihe  biH)  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louiaiana,  moved  an  adtUHonal 
clause  to  the  bill,  providing  an  annual  salary  ortS,300  to 
the  surveyor  general  of  the  United  States  Ux  Loaisian*, 
and  to  the  registers  and  raoeivera  an  additional  91,009 
during  the  tima  they  are  employed  in  attending  to  pri- 
vate land  claims. 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  eiplained,  that  Ihiawasamerc 
suppIetlKnttrybilltD  the  ordinary  appropriation  bill,  and 
provided  for  no  increase,  nor  for  any  new  laltry,  nar  in- 
deed for  any  appropriation  not  heretofore  provided  l*r. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  to  add  the  woidi  "  Hiuouri 
and  Illinois"  after  "  Louiuan*,"   in  Ihe  asaendment. 

Hr.  SBVIBR  suggested  >'  ArbannB"  also. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  suggested  to  tba  mover  of  Ihe 
amendment  to  withdraw  it,  and,  if  necenary,  the  pro- 
vision could  be  introduced  in  ■  separate  bill)  wbareupoa, 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  withdrew  Ihe  amendment. 

Hr.  ASHLEY  moved  lo  amend  the  amended  clause 
for  the  clerk*  of  Ihe  aurveyor  general  of  lllinaia  and 
Hiaaouri,  by  increasing  H  from  93,830  lo  ^,890;  agreed 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  moved  a  general  provisiaoat 
clause  (o  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  addiiionnl 
elauae,  providing  fbr  Ihe  employment  of  aii  extra  eterka 
and  one  messenger  in  the  qnartcrmaaler  general's  offleef 
which,  alter  tome  remarks  from  Hesars.  R.  M.  JOHN- 
SON, CAMBRELENO,  CAVB  JORNSON,  and  VIN- 
TON, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  tbe  Cominillee  on  Indian  Alfaira, 
moved  an  additional  clause,  authorizing  Ihe  aurveyor 
general  at  St.  Louis,  Hiaaouri,  lo  employ  two  clerks  in 
his  ofHcc)  the  one  at  an  annual  salary  of  |1,000,  the  other 
at  tBOO)  which,  after  a  few  worda  from  Meaar*.  BELL, 
CAUBRELENG,    ASHLEY,  and  CAVE    JOHNSON, 

Hr.  HARinS(»I,  of  Hiasmri,  mi>ved  to  insert  an  Hen 
of  tl.OOO  for  the  payment  of  coata  of  certain  auil*  (le- 
cided  against  Ihe  Uniled  Btatea  in  Hiaaouri  and  Florida, 
(the  same  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  H.  lo  the  civil  lial 
billt)  Igat. 
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Tha  b4l)  wu  then  Uid  aiidr,  and  the  camnriltM  look 
up  the  bill  making'  ippropriatKmi  Tor  the  Indian  depaH- 
ftitntfor  the  year  1B36,  lor  Indian  annaHiei,  &c. 

Hr.  CAMDRBLeNO,  from  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
and  Meana,  proposed  aundry  amendmenta  fbr  carrying 
into  cffecl  the  aiipulationi  of  various  treatiei  with  the 
Beneeaa,  Choctawa,  iic.>  and  cxpenaea  arhmK  From  en- 
Ccring  into  asid  tre«lie»{  vhich  w«re  kgreed  lo. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Lounlana,  mored  an  additional 
item  of  >SO,000,  for  ih«  purpiae  of  carryins  into  efffaot 
the  proriiiona  of  tlie  treaty  with    tti«  Caddo  lodianai 

Mr.  LYON  moved  an  item  of  93,3ZT13,  to  pay  Colonel 
David  Brierly  for  proriaioni  purchaaed  by  him,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  uie  ofthe  Indiknai  «tiich,  after  a  few  words 
from  Heaan.  LYON,  CAHBRELENO,  BKLL,  and  EV- 
EREll',  was  agpreAl  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  under  direction  of  the  Cotomkleeon  Indian 
AlfUra,  mured  two  addiUonal  Item*,  viz:  to  defray  the 
expense  of  remonnK  certain  Indians  residing  south  of 
the  Wlsoonun,  (40,000)  and  lo  defray  the  expense  of 
holding  treaties  with  certain  Indisns  in  the  Green  Bsy 
<llit>iet,  130,000,  agreed  Id. 

Hr.  EVERETT,  fnra  the  swne  committee,  moved  tn 
•dditisnal  iteM^  #3,000,  M  defHy  the  npense  of  hold- 
ing trealiei  with  the  Indian  tribe*,  for  the  purpose  of  tx- 
lingutlhing' certain  Indian  tillealn  Miasourii  agreed  lo. 

Several  additional  items  were  aigreed  to,  on  (be  motions 
«r  Mr.  ASHLEY  and  Mr.  BELL,  and  the  bill  was  hid 
artde. 

The  cotniDittee  then  rose  and  repoiled  the  foregoing 
bills,  as  amended,  to  the  Houle. 

The  bill  making  a  Airther  appropriation  for  suppressinK 
Indian  hoatTllties  in  Florida,  reported  wilhout  amend- 
■Mnt,  wa*  then  ordered  to  be  engroaied  for  a  third  read- 
ing) and,  hating  been  engrossed,  waa  read  a  third  time 
Mid  paned. 

The  Hmiae  also  coneurred  wifli  the  cnmmiilee  in  their 
•mendments  lo  ^he  Indian  appropfiation  bill,  and  it  wu 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  proriding  for  the  talsrres  of  certain  offloers 
therein  named  was  Iben  taken  ap,  and  all  the  smend- 
ments  concurred  in  by  tbe  House  except  that  providing 
for  additional  clerk  h're  in  tbe  quartermaster  general'* 
department. 

Mr.  McKay  Slid,  iftbeainendmani  ihouldbe  adopted, 
be  sboold  move  a  prtrviso  to  prevent  the  emptuyment  of 
commiesiened  ofRoers  as  extra  olet^Ls  in  the  buresu. 

Mr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  hoped  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  such  a  modifleition. 

Mr-  HcKAY  moved  hit  prorim,  *nd  It  wa*  agreed  to. 

The  ankendmenl  was  then  discussed  by  Messrs.  CAM- 
BflKLENO,  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  and  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
when  it  was  agreed  to— aye*  86,  noes  40 — and  the  bill 
wai  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  resding  to-mor- 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNQ  gave  notice  that  Ihe  next  bill  he 
should  propose  to  take  up  would  be  the  army  appropri- 
ation bill,  to  which  he  Iniended  to  more  some  important 
amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  K.  FULLER, 

Tbe  Haute  adjournei). 

TDaSDii,  ArmiL  26. 
Mr.  GLASCOCK  rose  and  rrmirked  that  he  felt  it  to 
be  hia  duty,  whatever  might  he  the  result,  to  renew  the 
motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  {Hr. 
Will,}  yesterday,  to  hsre  reaJ  a  letter  from  the  fsculty 
of  Bristol  College,  Pennsylvania,  in  reference  to  a  cor- 
respondence of  tlie  Philadelphia  Enquirrr,  which  pur- 
pcrled  lo  giye  m  account  of  •  petition  preaeoted  by  Mr. 


8i.iDs,  from  Briito),  against  the  admission  of  A 

into  the  Union.     He  made  the  motion  as  an  act  of  jui- 

tice  to  the  ficully  of  this  college. 

The  CHAIR  desired  first  to  ascertain  whether  tbe 
reading  of  ihe  letter  wss  objected  lo. 

Mr.  GLA9CUCK  was  satisfied.  If  he  wu  permitted  Iq 
atate  the  purport  of  the  letter,  i^o  person  Would  object 
to,  the  reading. 

Mr.  WISE  aiidit  was  at  his  request,  and  also  at  Ihe  in- 
stance of  the  gentleman  from  Georgis,  [Hr.  GusgocK,] 
that  the  motion  had  been  made.     He  hoped  it  would  bO 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  letter, 
until  the  House  decided  whether  or  not  they  would  re- 
ceive petitions  of  the  character  alluded  to. 

Hr.  GLASCOCK  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  Ihe 
purpose  of  having  lb e  letter  read,  and  asked  rortheyeai 
and  nays  on  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  requested  Mr.  G.  to  reduce  hi*  motion  to 
writing. 

Hr.  GRANGER  inquired  whether  there  wis  before 
the  House  any  petition  to  which  the  letter  reliled. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  [he  petition  referred  to  waa 
suspended  upon  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Gliscock's  motion  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

"That  the  rule  be  suspended  fur  the  purpose  of  of. 
f«rlng  and  having'  resd  a  letter  fhim  tbe  fscutty  of  Bris- 
tol College,  Pennsylvania,  disclaiming  having  ever  wgn- 
ed  any  memorial  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of 
Arkanaai  with  slsvery  attached  to  her  i  and  if  their  name* 
appesr  to  lucli,  ihey  were  forgeries." 

Mr.  REED  was  not  swsre  that  nnynich  memorialtiad 
ever  been  presented  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding, 
"and  that  the  memorial  to  which  Ihe  letter  refers  be 
also  read." 

Hr.  SEVIER  laid  this  wa*  amatter  of  much  delieacy, 
and  in  which  his  constituents  were  most  interested.  He 
bad  sat  in  his  seat  and  silently  wltneeaed  Ihe  course  pur- 
sued in  reference  to  this  subject.  He  fell  it  In  be  hill 
duty  lo  move  to  liy  Ihe  whole  subject  on  the  tsble. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  was  a)  ■nziou)  for  the  admisuOn  at 
Arkansas  as  the  Delegate  from  tbat  Territory. 

The  motion  of  Hr.  Siviia  was  then  agreea  to  without 

PUBLIC  DBPOSITE8. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLB  asked  the  unanimous  consent  tit 
the  House  to  proceed  to  the  conaideration  of  the  resohl' 
lion  offered  by  him,  calling  on  Ihe  Secretary  cf  Ilia 
Treasury  for  information  in  relation  lo  the  deposlte  of 
Ihe  public  moneys,  &c.  i  which  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLF.  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  until 
one  o'clock,  for  tbe  purpose  stited;  which  wsi  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  liken  up,  the  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Hr.  Wis*,  lo  add  toihe  resolution 
a  clauic  proposing  lo  niae  a  select  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  BOND  resumed  his  remarks  on  the  subject,  and 
■poke  till  one  o'clock,  without  concluding. 

The  order  of  Ihe  diy  was  then  annuifnced. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  atked  Ihe  con. 
sent  of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  in  reference  lo  the 
stale  of  affaire  in  TexiS(  which  was  resd. 

Objection*  being  mide,  Mr.  THOMPSON  said  his  ob- 
ject was  not  to  press  the  eonaideration  of  ihe  subject  la-' 
day,  but  to  move  thalit  belaid  on  the  table  and  printed. 
He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules;  which  wis  ntit 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  gave  notice  that  he  would  renew 
the  motion  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STOHER  asked  the  consent  of  tbe  House  to  pr,e- 
tent  m  memorial  from  a  highly  respectable  meeting,  held 
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APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

The  HoiMC  rciumed  the  coniideralton  or  the  lodiui 
knnuity  bill,  in  puriuftnce  of  the  ipeciti  order  of  tlie 
S7lh  of  JtnuBry. 

The  bill  wu  read  a  third  lime. 

The  qiicBtion  being  oil  ita  puuge, 

Hr.  BOON  rase  and  uid  (hat  there  were  not  lizly 
memberi  in  their  leati;  and,  u  thii  wu  in  important 
bil'i  he  moved  »  call  of  (he  Houiei  which  wu  ordered. 

Afler  «  ahorl  lime,  nil  further  proceeding*  in  the  oil 
were  «uip  ended. 

The  bill  making  approprialion*  for  the  Indian  deparl- 
ment  for  1636,  antiultiei,  &c.,  was  then  pawed. 
ACCEPTANCE  OF  VOLDNTEBBS. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  li.  M.  JOHNSON,  the  Houk  then 
took  up  llie  bill  aulhoriiins  Ihe  Preaident  of  the  United 
Slalea  to  accept  the  service  of  vo1unte«n,  reporledfrom 
the  Commillee  of  tile  Whole  with  sundry  amendmenti. 

The  queition  wai  on  concurring  with  the  committee 
]n  their  propoied  amendments. 
,    The  moit  material  were  Ihe  following: 

Stc-  1.  Limiting  the  term  to  "aiz  or  twelve  monthi," 
and  adding  to  the  KCiion  the  following  worda,  within 

"CuTnmiiEiionedol&ceraihall  be  appointed  in  (he  man- 
ner prescribed  by  taw  in  the  leveral  Statei  and  Territo- 
ries to  which  such  eampRiiy  or  companies  shall  leipect- 
Ively  belong,  [in  the  sime  manner  as  the  militia  of  the 
■evcrat  States  and  Terriloriei  are  now  appointed  and 
Gommiuioiiedi  and  as  milllia,  said  rnounted  men,  when 
in  service,  shall  be  considered)  Provided,  Tliat  the 
power  vested  in  (he  President  by  thia  act  shall  be  exer- 
cised only  in  (he  caaes  enumerated  in  the  eiglith  section 
of  the  constitution,  that  the  number  of  Tolunteers  whose 
■ervices  may  be  accepted,  pursuant  (o  thia  set,  ahall  not 
exceed  ten  thouaand  rsnk  and  file,  and  that  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  for  two  years  from  the  end  of 
Ihe  preaent  seaiion  of  Congreas,  and  no  longer:  Jnd 
promded.  aito.  That  nothing  herein  eonUined  shall  be  ao 
construed  as  to  deprive  the  officers  and  men  who  may 
have  entered  the  service  aa  volunieera  under  this  act,  of 
*ny  righd,  InimunKlet,  or  privitegea,  therein  aecurt  '  ■" 

Mr.  WaiTTtuiT  had  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
Kclion,  which  vtai  in  the  following  wordii 

.  Jnd  be  it  furtker  eaacled,  I'hat  in  use  any 
k™,.  ™.„t; — J  ..-iiiie  in  actual  service,  shall 
0-.  -,  J-  ,  done  to  his  horse,  or  such 
:quipnient  sa  ihall  have  been  furnished  at  his 
expense,  or  by  last  of  the  same,  without  any  fault  or 
ligenceiin  hii  part,  a  reasonable  sum,  do  be  ascertained 
in  auch  manner  as  Ihe  President  of  tlie  United  States 
nay  direcf,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  auch  volunteer, 
for  each  and  every  audi  damage  or  loss." 

Theae  amendmenU  were  aeteraSly  concurred  in. 

The  following  additional  sections  were  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

"Sac.  7;  Jndbc  it  further  enacted.  That  (here  shall 
be  raised  and  organized,  under  (he  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  one  additional  regiment 
of  dragonna  or  mounted  riflemen,  to  be  composed  of  the 
lame  number  and  rank  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
ofBcers,  musicians,  and  privslea,  comptning  the  rrgi- 
nent  ordFBgoani  now  intlieservice  oFtlie  United  Slatea, 
who  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  rules  ard  regulations,  and  be  engaged 
tor  the  like  term  and  upon  (he  same  conditions,  in  all 
respects  whatever,  a*  are  stipulated  for  the  said  regiment 
of  dragoons  now  In  service. 

"  Sic.  8.  Jnd  be  it  further  tnaettd.  That  the  aum  of 


three  hundred  (houaand  dollars,  required  to  carry  into 
effect  Uie  jiroviaion*  of  thia  act,  is  hereby  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

On  Ihe  question  of  concurring  with  the  committee  in 
thi*  amendment, 

Ur.  HOWELL  aaked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  aaha 
isiieil  (o  record  his  name  agatnit  iti  and  on  ordering 
them  tobe  put,  (here  appearing— Ayes  35,  Does  61— no 
quorum — 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  a  call  of  the  Houaei  which  wm 
ordered)  and  on  going  through  the  first  call,  133  men- 
her*  answered  to  their  names. 

Hr.  R.  U.  JOHNSON  then  moved  to  dispense  with 
the  further  proceedings  of  the  calli  lost, 

Hr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn)  lort: 
Aje*  50,  noes  71. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  that  the  further  proceediDg*  of 
tbe  call  be  diipenied  withj  lost,  and  the  call  waa  pro- 
ceeded with. 

Several  other  member*    having  anawcred   lo  their 

Hr.  BOON  said  an  experience  of  several  year*  had 
taught  him  that  a  call  of  tlie  House  oould  never  be 
.carried  out;  and  he  therefore  moved  that  tbe  further 
proceedings  of  this  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Hr.  CLA1U0BNE,  of  Hississippi,  moved  that  tbe 
House  adjourn. 

Hr.  LANE  asked  for  (he  yea*  and  nsys)  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  36,  nays  108.  So  tlie  House  re- 
fused (o  adjourni  and  (he  queMion   recurring  on  Hr. 

Hr,  ADAMS  asked  leave  lo  move  a  auspension  ofall 
(he  rules  of  the  Houae,  in  order  to  take  up  tbe  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  adjourning  on  the  33d  of 
Hay. 

The  CHAIU  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order 
pending  the  taking  of  a  question  before  ihe  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Book  waa  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
further  proceedings  of  tlie  call  dispensed  with. 

Tbe  question  then  recuired  on  Mr.  Howiu'icall 
for  the  yeas  and  nay*  on  (he  two  additional  aectiona ) 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAWE8  then  moved  (o  add  a  proviso  lo  the  bill, 
providing  that  not  more  tiisn  one  third  of  the  officer*  of 
said  corps  should  be  taken  from  Uioae  educated  at  the 
public  expense  at  the  West  Point  Academy,  in  IheState 
of  New  York.  Hr.  H.  briefly  addreesed  the  Houae  on 
the  subject  oftheWeat  Point  Academy,  and  the  great 
injustice  done  to  the  citizens  of  (he  West  by  etcludii^ 
(hem  from  »ppoin(men(s  in  the  army,  and  conferring 
(heir  exclusively  upon  the  graduates  of  that  institution. 

Hr.  ASHLEY  aaid  his  remarks  in  support  of  hii 
amendment  should  be  brief.  His  views  on  (he  aubject 
of  protection  to  the  Western  frontier  were,  he  pre- 
sumed, pretty  well  understood,  and  he  had  (he  pleamre 
of  believing  theeommiltee  would  sustain  his  proposition. 
Mr.  A.  bad  repeatedly  called  the  attention  of  (he  Huuae 
of  Itepreientstivea  lo  the  numeroua  and  accumulaliiig 
tribes  of  Indians  on  the  borders  of  Missouriand  Arkansas. 
the  feeling  they  entertained  towards  the  Uiiiied  States, 
and  the  defcncelcu  condition  of  that  frontier.  Recent 
occorrences  in  (he  South  and  Southwest  had  inc-cased 
the  perils  to  which  our  citizens  in  that  quarter  have  been 
heretofore  exposed.  It  therefore  became  his  duly,  as 
one  ofthe  Representativra  ofHitsouri,  lo  call  upon  Con- 
gress for  additional  means  of  defence. 

HoHtililiea  had  not  actually  commenced,  but  the  feel- 
ing is  there,  and  a  single  spsrk  might  set  thst  whole  fron- 
tier in  a  flamei  in  which  event,  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  men,  women,  and  children,  within  striking 
distance,  would  be  tbe  result,  unless  we  shall  have  an 
adequate  military  force  caDstantly  on  tbe  spot,  to  keep  in 
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rteek  an  infuriitcd  NngefbCDntJIuichtiduiicontem- 

Elted  by  (h«  original  pra*<«oni  of  rwir  bill  couM  ba 
aught  to  their  rocue.  Inrwitry  *Ione  would  not  *ri- 
■vcr  the  purpoie.  Thej  ire  the  proper  troopi  to  i^r- 
lieon  ihe  neccMiry  forti,  ind  miifht  protect  the  inhibit' 
knti  or  their  immediite  neighborhood;  but  when  npid 
movementiintwildernen  country  became  necemry,  to 
oprrmte  «gun*t  our  Wettem  Indian*,  inrantry  eiould  be 
oTnoMiil.  Mr.  A.  Mid  «e  have  ■  ilriking  and  melan- 
^oIt  illuitration  ofthii  fact  in  our  military  operation*  in 
Floma  tgainit  Ihe  Seminolei,  where  for  month*  we  hare 
hid  from  Alteen  hundred  to  five  thou*aDd  troop*  in  the 
field,  under  Ihe  command  of  the  mutt  experienced  and 
diMingaiihed  officer*,  contending  againit  lomciiK  or 
KTcn  hundred  Indian  warrior*,  and  ai  yet  we  have  no 
tiding  of  the  aubjugation  of  the  enemyt  on  the  contrary, 
the  Indianahave  been  the  victor^in  almott  every  rencoun- 
ter. Hr.  A.  would  a»k  why  it  w**  ao.  The  queition  i« 
eaifly  aniwered.  We  were  not  prepared  for  the  emer- 
Ifencyt  we  hire  had  in  the  Held  ten  time*  Ihe  number  of 
troop*  neceiaary,  hadthey  been  orthe  proper  deacription. 
Pi*e  hundred  eaperienced  dragoon*  or  moon  ted  riflemen 
would  have  put  an  end  to  Itie  war  in  the  onaet.  It  never 
would  have  esiated,  had  five  hundred  aucb  troop*  been 
■tationed  in  proper  tine  upon  thai  frontier.  They  wouB 
hare  eared  not  only  Ihe  viluable  lire*  and  property  of 
your  citiieni,  but  your  miltiont  of  money  expended  in 
tbe  proieculion  of  that  w*r. 

On  the  qut*iion  before  tlie  committee,  Mr.  A.  fell 
that  be  occupied  a  moat  re*pan*ible  attitude.  He  rep- 
reaented  in  part  Ihe  oiiiaen*  of  a  State  deeply  interetled 
in  the  mult*i  they  were  looking  to  Congreaa  with  in- 
tenae  anxiety,  and  more  particularly  to  their  delegation, 
who*edut|riti*  to  rcprevent  their  pErilloaaaituition,  and 
t«  endeavor  to  provide  meana  for  their  tecurity.  Hi* 
ameodnient  waa  intended  (o  eflect  that  objecti  and,  from 
&cta  in  paaieaaion  of  every  member  of  Ihe  committee, 
H  wa*  nirpriied  to  find  an;  oppoeition  lo  it.  Gentle- 
men oppoacd  to  Ihi*  meanire  had  not  witneiaed  acenri 
and  the  espreaaion  of  feeling  that  had  on  limilar  ocea- 
■ion*  come  under  the  peraonal  observatiun  of  Hr.  A.,  or 
perhap*  they  would  entertain  aome  doubt*  a*  lo  the  pro- 
priety of  laiaing  only  one  additional  regiment  of  mounted 
Bteni  tb^  were  informed,  however,  ttiat  a  force  of 
twenty  tnouaand  Indian  warrior*  could  be  brought  in  a 
few  day*  to  bear  upon  Ihe  frautier,  extending  from  Bed 
river  to  the  upper  Ui*n*aippit  thil  twenty  thouund  nwre 
are  to  be  found  between  that  frontier  and  the  Rocky 
Mountain*!  that  the  country  a  few  day*'  march  from  Ihe 
border*  of  Uiaaouri'and  Arkanaaa  ibuunda  in  gamei  (hat 
any  number  of  Indian*  miglil  lubiist  themielves  at  al- 
Bioitan;  one  point,  with  Ihe  greateat  convenience.  And 
Ur.A.  would  add,  that  the  Indiana  of  that  rrgion  arc  well 
Kounled,  and  generally  well  armed)  they  are,  too, 
wnoi^  the  beat  horsemen  on  earth,  and  have  a  theatre 
on  which  to  act  aomething  like  a  thouund  by  twelve 
hundred  mile*  in  extent,  embracing  ■  part  of  the  Rocky 
Honntaina,  which  would  at  alt  timea  afTurd  them  a  aafe 
lelreat,  ifpurauedhy  troapi  tesa  experienced  than  them. 
Mlvea  in  penetrating  rugged  and  lofty  mounUIn*.  With 
tbeie  ract*  before  ui,  tbe  exi*ience  of  which  there  can 
he  no  doubt,  it  ii  for  the  committee  to  determine  a*  to 
the  number  and  descriplion  of  troops  nece**iry  for  the 
protection  of  that  frontier.  Thepeuple  of  the  adjoining 
State  and  Territory,  upon  whoac  border*  the  Govern- 
ment have  reeemly  located  lome  forty  Ihouaand  diacon- 
tented  Indiana,  and  inten<l  adding  lo  them,  aa  soon  a* 
practicable,  nearly  double  that  number,  have  certainly 
m  right  to  aik,  or  even  demand,  security  against  Ihe 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  auch  localiona.  Hr.  A. 
would  conaider  a  farce  les*  than  two  regiment*  of  dra- 
gooim  or  mounted  riflemen  inadequate  to  that  object,  and 
M  Tirtually  laying  lo  tbe  people  of  tliat  frontier,  you 


muat  take  care  ofyouieelve*  without  the  aid  trf'tbe  Gov- 
eminent. 

Objection*  were  raised,  on  the  ground  that  Ihe  meaa- 
■e  proposed  by  ilia  amendment  oad  not  been  recoa. 
mended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor  had  the  Commit- 
<n  Hilitaiy  Affairs  made  any  report  or  the  subject. 
I.  aaid  this  wsa  true,  and  he  ahould  not  altempt  to 
account  for  the  absence  of  such  documents,  He  could 
dale,  however,  that  he  had  frequently  oonveraad  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  Ibe  aubject  of  protecting  the 
Weatern  frontier,  and  knew  hi*  opinion  to  be  in  favor  of 
mounted  trrnps  for  that  purpote,  and  gave  the  prefer- 
ence decidedly  to  dragoonr.  The  Secretary  ia  alao  of 
opinion  Ihitsn  immediate  force  iineceiaary  for  tbe  aafetjr 
of  that  rronlicT,  a*  may  be  seen  on  referring  to  hia  re- 
port of  the  t9th  of  February  lait. 

Hr.  A.  had  followed  the  memorial  of  hia  eonttiluenti 
of  Clay  county,  which  he  had  the  honor  to  present  to 
the  Houar,  asking  for  additional  protection  to  the  Weat- 
ern frontier,  to  the  Committee  on  HiliUry  Affair^  and 
Ihrre  urged  a  report  in  &*or  of  an  additional  regiment 
of  dragoons,  with  luch  other  aid  aa  might  be  deemied  ex- 
pedienti  and  be  had  hoped  the  comnuttee  would  have 
reported  accordingly-  They  had,  howetrer,  declined  do- 
ing *oi  but  intended,  u  he  understood,  to  recommend, 
•t  a  proper  time,  other  mean*  to  afford  the  deaired  pro- 
tection. Mr.  A.  was  convinced  the  plan  they  proposed 
could  not  effect  Ihe  object.  Ha  was  Iherefore  under  tba 
neceiaity  of  lubmitti ng  hi*  proposition  for  ihe  consider- 
ation of  a  Committee  of  Ibe  Whole  House,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  of  its  lueeeaa. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  entertain  feara  as  to  the  sp- 
pointment  ofuSerra  for  tliia  regiment.  Mr.  A.  had  the 
higheat  confidence  in  the  Preaident  of  the  United  State* 
in  the  organiiation  of  Ihal  corps,  and  preferred  leaving 
the  appointmenta  entirely  to  him.  He  had  done  ample 
juatice  to  the  dragoon  regiment  now  in  aerrice,  and 
would  no  doubt  be  equally  careful  in  organizing  tbe  one 
now  in  contemplation,  ahould  the  bill  pak*. 

Hr.  A.  would  not  detain  the  House  longer  on  the 
subject  of  hi*  amendmenti  but,  while  occupying  tbe 
floor,  would  beg  leave  to  aay  a  word  or  two  on  the 
original  feature*  of  Ihe  hill.  He  was  decidedly  in  bvor 
of  It*  proviwon*.  He  thought  it  might  be  attended  with 
happy  eonaequencei  if  the  Pre*ident  *hould  be  autho- 
rised lo  accept  Ihe  eervicea  of  aome  thirty  or  forty  tliou- 
•and  volunteer*,  lo  be  called  into  *ervice  when  neces- 
sary, for  a  term  Not  leu  than  twelve  month*.  Such 
men,  and  luch  alone,  would  tender  their  lervicea  aa 
could  conveniently  aerve  for  that  period)  they,  loo, 
would  equip  Ihemselvei,  and  be  at  all  timea  in  readinria 
to  march  at  a  momrnl'a  warning.  The  three  moniha' 
ayalem  of  employing  the  militia,  in  cue*  of  emergency, 
hethou|^lezcen)ingly  inconvenient,  ind  often  attended 
with  serioui  coniequencea  to  the  country.  When  tha 
csuie  for  which  they  were  ordered  out  existed  any  con- 
tiderable  time,  they  were  found  cunstantly  marching 
and  countermarching  to  and  from  their  liome%  ind  the 
rank*  of  the  army  filleit  up  with  raw  and  often  diicordsnt 
maierisls.  Mr.  A.  said  he  could  anticipate  no  evil  likely 
to  grow  out  of  Ihe  ayitem  contemplated  by  Ihe  bill  in 
its  original  form,  i'he  volunteers  were  only  to  be 
called  into  Krvice  in  the  event  of  threatened  or  actual 
invsiion,  when  troops  muat  be  employed  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  He  prererred  voluntity  aerricea  in  all 
such  case),  and  thouRhl  a  term  of  twelve  inatead  of  aix 
montha  greatly  preferable.  Practice  would  make  tlie 
troops  more  efficient.  The  longer,  tliereforr,  they 
continued  in  service,  the  more  useful  Ihey  wuuld  be. 

Mr.  A.  thought  the  country  would  be  in  mure  safety 
if  the  President  had'at  his  command  forty  thousand  well- 
organized  twelve  montha'  volunteer*,  ten  thousand  con- 
▼enient  to  each  of  the  (bur  boundarfe*  of  Ihe  Union,  any 
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pii€oa  Ibereof  to  be  caltad  into  BCrttu^  terrioe  vhMt- 
ever  tbe  country  should  be  seriouilj   threttcned 
Mttjyif  iHraded.     Hr.  A.  IhouKbt  eeonomf  ■■  vH! 
MtfetjwvMd  fbrciblf  in  rirorol  thil  tyilero;  he  there- 
(otK  preferred  thkt  p»rt  of  tlH  bill  in  id  orisinkl  fonn, 
bst  would  rote  fbr  it  u  imended. 

Mr.  HAWE3  wm  M  ileMratM  M  tbe  ^entkiMn  froa 
Miaouri  that  thii  corpi  of  dragooni  (hoald  be  railed, 
but  he  ««■  DppDMd  to  the  Miect'tan  of  &11  tbe  offlcen 
from  the  Wat  Point  AowIeAy,  thoagt)  be  wm  willinf 
to  rife  then  a  third.  Tbe  ohicUion  derived  mt  thM 
inttitution  wu  found  to  be  of  little  •ervicemacimpaign 

Xlmt  Ibe  fndianii  knd,  for  hhnmlf,  be  tboujfht  >  corpi 
rocien  would  be  ■■  lerrioHible  againit  Indiani  h 
eorpt  of  Wett  Point  graduitei. 

Hr.  WARD  Mid  he  ihould  detvn  Ihfe  HmiK  «ilb  bat 
rttf  fb«  nmeAi  of  hb  on  tbe  lubject  of  the  kmend- 
merit  ID  the  bill  onder  ooMrideivlion.  He  hmkcd  upon 
it  u  ilne  of  the  idmI  inportant  biHi  thai  had  oon*  be- 
fore  the  House  thii  leaiont  and  the  moat  important  Tea- 
tut«  of  ttie  bill,  id  hia  apinian,  yna  the  eighth  aection, 
wbish  airtborizei  tbe  Prendmt  to  hne  and  organize  an 
■ddilionil  tvyimenl  of  dragoona  or  mounted  riflemen, 
to  be  ooatpoaed  of  tbe  wme  natobrr  sad  rank  la  tbe 
offieen,  non-oomtainioned  oHcrr*,  noMeian^  and  pri. 
rua,  to  receive  tbe  ome  pay  and  altowincet,  to  be  aub- 
feotto  tbe  Mme  nilei  and  regulalipna,  and  to  be  engaged 
fbr  the  like  term  and  upon  the  aame  conditiom,  in  all 
reapecti  whatcveri  a*  are  atipula'ed  for  the  rrgimcnt  of 
drtgaoni  now  in  the  aertiee  af  the  United  gtatei.  The 
force  provided  fur  in  thii  lectioa  uould  be  immediately 
added  to  our  preacnt  mililary  establish roent,  and  would 
•Ifbrd  mote  aeeurity  to  the  inhabitants  on  our  extensive 
Western  frontier,  now  threitencd  with  an  atUck  from  a 
Mvage  foe,  than  live  limei  their  number  of  infsntry. 
The  CDUntiy  where  they  would  be  stationed,  bcin^  an 
eztemive  prairie,  wai  peculiarly  well  oaloulated  for  tbe 
operatioDiofaiDrce  of  this  character,  on  account  of  the 
celerity  with  which  they  can  move  from  poat  to  poat 
Such  a  broe,  added  to  theregiment  now  stationed  there, 
«ould  render  most  «Mcntial  service.  By  overawing  tbe 
Indiam^  it  woald  prevent  them  front  making  any  ag- 
greMions  apon  our  selttementa,  and  thereby  avert  the 
im^Rndint;  danger  of  a  general  frontier  war.  The  In- 
disn*,  Bi  it  was  well  known,  and  as  we  bad  been  warned 
by  the  eiperienced  and  vigilant  gentleman  from  His- 
seuri,  [Hr.  Asilit,]  mutt  see  Ibe  force  by  whicli  ihey 
are  to  be  resistrd  in  order  lo  be  deterred  from  boslititics. 
Some  few  of  them  hive  heard  of  oar  ilrenglh,  and  the 
extent  of  our  resources,  but  generally  they  were  igno- 
rant or  incredulous  of  the  superiority  of  our  foree.  The 
policy  which  induced  (hat  honorable  gentleman  to  move 
this  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  while  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  founded  on  bumanily,  a  ju«t  eelimate  of  the 
Indian  character,  and  true  economy. 

In  the  pre^nt  agitated  state  or  the  Indian  tribes  it 
was  of  tbe  utmost  consequence  that  Congreu  sliould 
take  such  meuurea  fbr  the  preaervation  of  peace  aa 
would  be  nHMt  effective,  without  any  regard  to  the  el- 
pense.  lizperience  had  ihown  that  it  wii  much  easier 
anil  cheaper  tu  prevent  Indian  hostilities  llisn  to  repress 
them.  The  vast  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  in 
the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  in  the  war  still  raging  in 
Florida,  might,  la  wc  were  told  by  menof  experienee 
and  sagacity,  have  been  prevented  by  the  presence  of  a 
small  Airce  of  a  similar  character  to  that  now  propoEcd. 
Ai  a  measure  of  economy,  Iherefoiv,  it  seemed  to  him 
thit  Ibia  was  decidedly  preferable  to  any  other  that  Con- 

5ress  could  adopii  lor,  if  ihia  force  wu  raised  withimi 
elay,  and  stationed  at  the  several  military  establiih- 
ment)  on  thea»  borders,  it  would  be  the  sureit  means 
that  we  could  have  of  reainring  confidence  to  our  ciiizrna 
and  also  of  preventing  the  hoatililio  which  u  ere  now 
apprehetided. 


[AnuLae,  ibk. 

The  present  vf  Ibe  United  Btalds,it  wm  trae,  wA 
avthorixed,  by  Ibe  fihrt  aeotioa  of  the  bAI,  to  accept  t)w 
servieea  Df  ten  thousaiKl  volunteen,  1^  Compsniea  or 
regHDents,  who  mi^t  asiociale  and  otTer  tbemaelves  far 
tbe  aetviee,  Ibr  tke  tenn  of  six  or  t«elve  montha,  to  M 
rtolbed  al  their  own  expenes^  bvt  to  be  wAed  uti 
equipped  at  the  ecpenaa  «f  the  Onvernmenl,  kdd  tbeir 
oommiiMencd  oOcen  to  be  sfipiiinled  in  tbe  nanoer  pre- 
senbed  by  Uw  in  tbe  aererat  Slalea  And  Territories  to. 
which  fu(^  company  or  (XMnpaiuesahaH  reapeetively  be- 
long) but  it  was  pr*per  to  be  obeerved  ttait  tbe  powet 
veated  in  tbe  President  by  this  aectloTi  would  only  be  ex- 
eroiaed  in  the  case*  enumerated  in  the  conMitutton,  Via: 
when  it  might  be  necenary  10  call  for  tfae  militia,  "to 
exeoute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppreM  insurreetions, 
and  repel  invaaiona."  Now,  before  this  force  could  be 
raised,  orgatnaed,  and  brought  into  the  field,  the  whoM 
Western  frontier  of  our  country  might  be  oeerrHn  and 
laid  waale,  and  ita  inhabitant*  butdiered.  Bat  if  the 
section  onder  oonsidentlon  shooW  be  retained,  at  he 
trtitted  it  would  be,  juflging  from  the  dedded  vote  which 
it  received  »i  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whotr,  a  war  may 
be  prevented,  and  the  acrvicea  of  the  vohntteer*  iWI  re- 
quired! thereby  aaring  a  targe  sam  to  our  Treaaary,  t* 
he  disposed  of  aa  Congretsin  ita  wiidomwiigbt  hereafter 
direct.  It  was  no  part  of  our  policy  to  provtAe  a  wir 
either  with  the  Indiana  or  with  any  other  Powort  and  tt 
was  our  bounden  duty  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  proper 
means  for  ita  prevention. 

It  had  been  urged,  as  an  tAJection  to  tbl«  KiAion,  thai' 
neither  the  President  nor  Secretary  oF  War  bad  reeoM- 
mrnded  such  s  fotCe  at  it  propose*  to  raiae.  To  unde- 
oeive  those  who  might  have  eupposed  that  the  aubjert 
had  not  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  bead  of  the  De- 
partment of  War,  he  had  lo  observe  that,  while  the  tub- 
jeet  of  the  defence  of  the  Weatern  frontier  wai  undet 
consideration  in  the  CnmBiltee  on  Military  Affaln,  th^ 
chairman  of  that  commillee  [the  honoralTte  8.  H.  Jdb»" 
Boa]  called  upon  the  Secretary  (rf  War  for  hia  viewa  m 
regard  to  the  best  method  which  eoulil  be  adopted  fbir 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  exposed  to  tbe  hostile  in- 
cursions  of  the  Indiana,  and  received,  h)  reply,  tbe  cow 
ofa  letter  addreswd  by  tbe  Secretary  to  tbe  honorable 
Tbokis  H.  Bxstob,  of  tbe  Senate,  wherein  he  say*  n 
follows:  ■■  I  submit  herewith  a  report  from  Ibe  qmrter- 
maater  general,  containing  aome  valuable  sugfeationf, 
made  by  that  experienced  ofHoer,  which  I  cannot  but 
recommend  to  your  consideration."  In  the  report  thm 
referred  to  as  having  been  made  by  the  gallant  General 
Jesup,  Mr.  WiHD  found,  he  aiid,  the  following  jiidiciom 
remarks  1 

"Five  tbotiiand  men,  of  whom  fifteen  hundred  ahoutd  be 
mounted,  are  necessary  for  the  defifnce  of  this  line,  and  it 
cannot  safely  be  trusted  to  les*.  It  will  therefore  b« 
readily  perceived  that,  in  the  views  I  have  taken,  I  have 
had  no  reference  to  Ihe  existing  mililsry  estiblishtnent; 
for  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  Ihe  defence  ofthe  country.  We  have  neither  artillery 
■ufHclent  for  Ihe  forts  on  Ihe  seaboard,  nor  infantry  and 
cavalry  sutlicient  for  the  Interior  frontier.  If  the  eoro- 
panie*  were  placed  on  a  war  establish  men*,  and  provi. 
sion  made  to  sfln  one  of  the  regiments  of  infsntry  with 
Hall's  riflea,  and  mount  it  when  the  service  should  require 
it,  complete  protection  might  be  afTurded  to  the  whole 
country.  The  expense  may  perhapsbe  objected  to,  but 
rliave  yet  to  learn  Ihat  the  blood  of  American  citizens  ia 
to  be  esliOMIed  by  dullar*  and  centSj  and  if  it  were,  that 
aysteni  which  is  most  efficient  will  be  found  lite  cheapest 
in  the  end." 

Mr.  W.  was  gratified,  he  said,  tu  find  hltnseir  sustained 
in  tbe  views  he  had  luken  in  regard  to  the  expediencjr 
uf  organizing  anollier  regiment  of  dragoons,  as  alio  in 
regard  loihexificiency  of  wch  a  corps  for  tttii  service, - 
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,  IT  it  thould  be 
tlwt  we  u«  now  kftiiUUnn  Tor  r  diririet  of  country  DMieb 
tsaoted  to  ibc  houilitia  of  •  ni*ge  for,  and  preicating 
k  troBtier,  is  UiiKiuri,  Arkin*H,.»Bd  LduUmu,  of  up- 
Vinli  of  lirbt  bundnd  nllw,  vbiob  could  not,  in  hit 
judgmenl,  be  mUy  left  to  the  pnlBotion  of  iiJutrr 
onlf .  Beiidei  tki>  coMidenition,  we  bkd  b«ea  «*lkd 
upon  by  the  RcpMWatatiTci  of  Hiaoari  ind  LouidMM, 
and  (heDeleptei  of  Arkaniu  aad  Florid*,  lo  adopt  Ihit 
BMuuiwt  and  wa  war*  u*ur«d  by  Iham,  in  tbc  ibvngeM 
bnguige,  Ibit,  without  nich  an  addlt'ion  to  our  peace 
•alabliihlHiit,  Mieir  lUMutituentB  will  not  ooM^er  Ifatm- 
■eket  lactir*  ia  their  penona  and  propMty,  both  of 
vhich  Ihii  OoTevnmeiil  waa  bomid,  oo  every  prWiciplci 
to  protect.  Inraaprrttolbawpedinaoyof  tbiiinaaiure, 
it  waa  a  uiffiaient  coniiderarioii  witk  hia  that  our  hlh>v- 
citiaeBB  who  were  mara  ■■■idiately  iatertated  ia  ita 
•doption  ooaaidered  it  n»nw»y  for  their  protcelion. 

Tba  bonorable  gentlcaian  fro*  Kaotucky  [Hr. 
Haws*]  wi«  deairoui  of  knontig  whether  the  ComiwU- 
«••  on  MiUtarr  Abirt,  of  whieh  ha  (Hr.  W.)  had  Dm 
boMT  to  be  a  mcMber,  have  bad  ibii  u^joct  uader  oon- 
■ideralioni  andilfeo,  whether  Itwai  not  rejected  Inrthai 
coi^iittee.  In  reply,  he  had  to  aay  that  the  e^MdteiMy 
ofraWnK  Ihia  addibonal  oorpa  waa  ditcuMcd  in  the  com- 
Mhtee,  and,  ifter  mieh  deliberttjois  it  wu  true  that  the 
•oneiitte*  rq)eeiad  M  by  one  rote  oolyt  bat  wbelhcr  aH 
theiAcaberaaftbe  oemmittce  were  prcaentat  Ibe  time 
ba  waa  not  BOW  prepared  la  alate.  Perhapait  wa«  proper 
fcr  hiai  to  obterre  that  he  wai  om  of  the  nunbcr  wbo 
wereia  favor  of  the  waMKra  at  that  time.  He  waa  then 
bilucnoed  in  aome  neMure  by  the  eircumtlance  that,  at 
tte  early  period  of  the  aaMion,  when  the  bill  regulating 
the  pajr  01  lb*  nifitiB  to  be  called  into  aervuM  In  Florida 
wtaundereonwdeMtion,  thehonat«ble  i^tleman  from 
that  Territory  {Mr.  Warn]  offered  an  amendment  to 
that  bill,  providing  for  an  additiona]  regiment,  wbicb  waa 
anpported  in  the  Houic  by  the  mover,  and  by  Ibe  g|cntle- 
■HM  from  Oeorgia,  [Mr.  OsAaoocK,]  and  olhera,  and 
■eeMMd  lo  meet  the  appTobalion  of  a  decided  majoriiy  of 
th«  Houae.  That  amendment  waa,  however,  withdrawn, 
at  the  inatance  of  the  bonorable  chairman  of  the  Con- 


aa  an  amendment  to  aoiBe  other  bill.  Mr.  W.  regretted 
(he  nid)  that  the  bonorthle  fentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  HiWH]  had  moved  to  reatrict  the  appotntncot  of 
gnduatea  of  the  Uitltary  Academy  at  Wert  Point, 
oMcenof  tbii  regiment,  with  the  declaration  that,  w 
ont  tbb  amendment,  be  would  ftel  himaelf  bound  to  vote 
aoainM  the  bill.  It  waa  a  reatriction  which  appeared  lo 
bin  (Hr.  W.)  ■•  wholly  uncalled  for-  The  genileman 
apprehended  ihat  the  application  of  the  citlzena  of  the 
Wtat,  who  were  the  beat  qualified  for  tbe  lervice,  would 
bo  rejected,  and  the  graduatei  of  the  Uililary  Academy 
preferred  to  tbem.  But  there  waa  no  ground  for  any 
aueb  appreheniion .  The  Weat  had  ilt  lull  ahare  of  ofB- 
eerain  tbe  army,  and  he  would  remind  tbe  gentleman 
that  the  regiment  of  dngoona  now  rn  Ihe  aervice  wu 
compoaed  chiefly  of  ofHcera  from  that  aection  of  country, 
with  the  gallant  and  diatinguiahed  Colonel  Dodge  at  their 
bead.  Uiit  not  the  gentleman  cooiider,  alio,  ihit  af  any 
of  the  gradaate*  at  Weat  Point  ibould  be  appointed  to 
Ibiacorpa,  they  are  (he  aoniorour  own  ctllaena,  andare 
acleoled  I>oni  every  pan  of  Ibe  country,  in  nuinbera  pro- 
portioned to  the  repreaenlalion  on  Ihia  floor,  and  that, 
too,  from  all  ctaiaea  of  our  reliow.ciliaena,  whether  they 
happen  lo  be  poor  or  richF  If  (here  were  any  appoint' 
menti  lo  Ihe  dragoon  regiment  now  in  aervice  from  th< 
gtadualaa  of  that  valuabM  and  mueli'rtuBed  inatitnUon, 


they  were  aelected  aa  the  moat  deaetviiw  ud  talented 
young  men  in  our  army;  and  adecled  mm  %  claaa  of 
ofioera  who,  in  point  oT  correct  deporimeBt  and  ^^n- 
Cficacquiremenlain  their  profeaaion,  would  bear  a  favor- 
able compariion  with  any  claaa  of  officeta  in  thi«  or  toy 
other  country;  moreover,  be  would  aak  whether  it  waa 
not  good  policy  lo  place  voung  ofBcert  of  promlas  (od 
talent  in  thia  aervice,  ibat  lAey  might,  auea  dii^  ex* 
pericnce,  become  eminently  fitted  for  it.  Should  it  bo 
the  with  of  the  gentleman,  or  the  pleaaure  of  Ibe  Houm 
to  adcn)t  tbia  ankendmenl,  be  abouk)  not,  |o  far  aa  !•• 
garded  bioiaelf,  complain  of  iti  but  atill  he  muat  mt  tlwt 
be  could  aee  no  reaaon  for  itatidoplieo.  Thaappouiing 
power  waa  left  by  the  bill  with  our  diatinguiahed  Chiu 
Uagiatrate,  and  he  tiad  no  apprcbcnpon  tHit  that  a  ^dl- 
cioua  and  prepvr  aeleetion  of  offloera  would  htt  nadf- 
He  eamcatly  bop«d  that  tha  aactkm  tinder  aouidcH^on 
would  be  retained,  whether  tbe  ametklment  oni«d  hj 
the  gentlenaa  from  KanbKkjr  ahotiU  b*  adopted  or 
reeled. 

tlr.  BOON  waa  decidedly  in  favor  of  tbia  co^i  baviag 
tbe  aeleetion  of  their  own  ofilcet^  and  be  inahod  web  a 
condition  could  he  annexed  to  it.  Tbough  ha  bad  hini- 
aclf  no  paitieular  objactioo  lo  tbe  War  D4pan»*nt  atnd- 
ing  Weat  Ptnnt  graduate*  to  the  froaticr,  yet  be  knav 
they  would  not  be  well  received  tberei  and  h«  mta  %Up 
oonvinoed  that  they  were  not  well  qnaliSed,  by  their 
aduoadon,  to  conunand  or  aene  a*  mounted  man. 

Hr.  EVRBEIT  had  another  objection  lo  tba  amandr 
meni,  that  it  conferred  upon  the  Preaident  Ihe  power  qf 
appoiatraent,  without  tbe  advice  and  conaeot  of  the 
Senate. 


lion  of  the  United  Statei,  wbidi  contained  no  reatrictive 
elauae  aa  to  the  appoinlmont  of  o#ieera  of  (he  army. 
Horeover,  if  that  Houae  could  realnct  tbe  Preaident  aa 
to  thoae  whom  he  ahould  not  appoint,  they  coukl  atao 
dictate  to  him  thoae  whom  be  tbould  appointf  a  pow«r 
not  belonging  to  that  body. 

Alter  a  few  worda  from  Mr.  THOHatHf  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  H£IICER, 

Hr.  SETNOLBS,  of  Illiooia,  uked  fbr  the  yeaa  and 
nayi  on  the  amendment  of  Hr.  HawMj  which  Ihe  Houae 
refuaed  to  ordcTf  and  it  waa  then  Megalived  witbeat  a 

Hr.  HAWES  then  moved  a  proviao,  (hat  not  more  Mma 
one  half  the  CMnmlaaion  oBoera  of  mid  regiment  Aoald 
be  taken  from  the  commisiion  officer*  of  the  ermyi  loel. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentuc^,  prapoaed  a  anbili- 
lute  for  the  aevenlh  aection,  via;  liiat  Ibe  e^rtina>  regi- 
ment of  draffooni  thaH  be  inereaaed  to  the  number  of 
1,300,  and  that  ihe  companicaAould  oomiat  of  not  more 
than  100  men  eachi  loat. 

Mr.  WfltTTLESBT  moved  to  amend  the  aeventh  aec- 
tion by  adding,  after  the  word  "  riflemen,"  the  following 
wordii  "if,  in  hia  opinion,  Ibe  leeurity  of  the  Weatem 
frontier  requirea  Ihe  orginiialiun  of  aaid  regimenli"  and 
after  a  few  remarki  from  Menr*.  WHITTLESEY, 
HERCGR,  ASHLEY,  HARRISON  of  Hiaaouri,  and 
WHITE  of  Florida,  at  the  auggeation  of  the  latter  gen- 

Ur.  WHITTLESEY  modified  hli  amendment,  by  ex- 
tending it  lo  the  "  Weatem  or  Southern  frontiera." 

The  amendment  waa  negatived  without  a  count. 

Hr.  HBRCER  moved  to  atrike  out  the  following 
worda  in  Ibe  aeventh  aection,  "  for  Ihe  like  term,  and,' 
on  Ihe  ground  that  they  were  an  inoongmily  with  other 
parii  of  the  billi  which,  after  lome  remirka  from 
Heura  MERCEB,  THOMSON  of  Ohii^  ASHLBY,  and 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  waa  loat. 

Tb*  quoilian  reeurrinr  on  concnrring  with  the  Com- 
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Mr.  HERCER  Mlled  Tor  ■  dJT'uion  «f  th«  qnntion  a 
the  two  iddition*!  teetloni. 

Tlic  qunlion  wM  then  Uken  on  the  first  branch  i>f  the 
iroendnKnt,  being  the  KTenth  icctiBTi  of  the  bill,  i 
■max  concurred  inhj  (he  Hmuei  Teu  144,  ntf*  33. 

The  quntion  recuirinK  upon  ihesecond  branch  of  the 
■iBendinent,  being  the  tighih  lectlon, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  !□  amend  the  Mine  \>j 
•ertinif,  »fler  the  word  "  enacted,"  the  fullowinif:  "t 
'  the  PreMdcnt  of  the  United  Slilea  my/  dUbind  *ald 

Ement  whenever,  in  hi*  opinion,  Ihe  public  interest 
nger  reqitirei  ili  »frrlces." 

Mr.  HANNKQAN  atked  for  the  jeaa  and  nayi  on  t 
amendment,  but  they  were  not  orderedr  and  the  qjeation 
being  taken  bj  teilera,  waa  decided  In  the  affirmatji 
Teai  103,  naya  not  counted, 
liie  chiuae,a«aiiiended,waj  then  concurred  in  without 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  mored  to  attike 
out  fitun  the  firat  section  of  the  bill  the  fullowinf  words, 
"  in  eaae*  enumerated  in  the  Slh  aeetion  of  Ihe  conatilu- 
tion,"  and  insert  ■■  In  case  of  Indian  bottilitiet,  or  good 
eauae  to  apprehend  Ihe  same." 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order, 
on  the  ([round  that  the  piaugc  proposed  to  be  tlrieken 
out  bad  been  roted  in  iij  Ihe  House. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  mored  a  Terbal  amendment  to  the  firat 
section,  to  make  it  contutent  with  the  serenlh  section, 
as  lo  the  period  of  time  the  act  shotild  eoniinoe  in  force) 

The  bill,  aa  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
groascd  for  a  Ihinl  reading  to-morrowt  *nd  then 
Tbe  House  adjourned. 

WisinDiT,  ArwL  37. 
DEPOSITE  DANKS. 

Tbe  following  resolution,  reported  by  Hr.  Owaai, 
from  the  Committee  of  W*y>  and  Mean*,  waa  taken  up: 

•'SimfBtd,  That  the  bill  reported  by  Ihe  CommitteE  of 
Waya  and  Heana,  renibting  (he  deposite*  of  the  money 
of  the  United  Sntei  in  certain  local  banks,  be  made  the 
■pecial  order  of  the  day  Tor  the  Bnt  Wednesday  In  May 
neil,  at  IS  o'clock,  proiided  the  appropriation  bill*  be 
•I  thai  lime  disposed  of)  and  in  case  said  appropriation 
biHa  be  not  then  acted  on,  then  on  tbe  day  next  aner 
their  diapoeiiion;  and  thai  the  aaid  bill  in  relation  to  the 
deposite  bank*  have  precedence  on  the  firit  Wedneaday 
In  Hay  nest,  or  (he  day  after  the  diaponlion  of  Ihe  ap- 

Croprialion  bill*,  and  the  fDllowing  day*,  orer  all  other 
unnesa,  until  the  aame  i*  disposed  of." 

The  re*olution  wa*  amended  by  itriking  out  the  first 
Wedneiday  in  May,  and  iniertlng  the  second  Wednesday. 

Th«  question  being  on  Ihe  motion  of  Mr.  Wiii  to 
amend  (be  resolution  by  embracing  hi*  resolulion  in  re- 
lation lo  Ihe  deposite  bank*, 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  his  object  waa  to  ret  hi*  reaolulion 
before  the  HouiC)  and  as  that  bad  been  rfleclcd,  he 
would  withdraw  the  motion.  He  remarked  (hat  the 
lubjecl  of  the  regulation  of  the  deposite  of  the  public 
■noncy  in  (be  local  banka  could  not  be  acted  upon  with- 
out the  information  in  relation  to  thai  aubject  which  bad 
been  proposed  to  be  cillfd  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  the  further  con- 
aideration  of  tbe  resolution  was  postponed  till  Wednea- 

ACCEPTANCE  OP  VOLUNTEERS. 

Tha  bill  lo  authuriie  the  President  <^  the  United 

States  to  aocepi  (be  servieea  of  rolunteera,  and  (o  raise  ! 

an  additional  rriimeDt  of  dragoona  or  mounted  riflemen,  ' 

wu  read  a  third  time  and  ptuised.  | 


AEMT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CAHBRELENG,  the  Home  went 

into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Dnioit, 

(Hr.  J.  Y.  Mi*an  in  the  chair,)  in  pumauce  of  tha 

apecial  order  of  tb'c  36lh  of  Januaiy. 

The  bill  making  appropriation*  for  the  tupport  of  th* 
army  for  the  year  1S36  waa  taken  up  and  read- 
Mr.  CAMBRBLENO  naved  to  amend  the  bill  in  (be 
following  elauaei  ■■  For  the  armament  of  fort iBcai ions, 
two  hundred  thousand  dollan,"  byalriUngout  fSOC^OOO 
and  inserting  11,334,000. 

In  making  thia  motion  Mr.  C.  rose  and  addreescd  tha 
Chair  a*  follows; 

1  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  I  owe  the  committee,  Mr.  Chair- 
nan,  in  preaenting  the  first  proposition  to  dispose  oft 
psrt  of  our  surplus  revenue,  to  submit  some  riev*  on 
(he  income  ind  expenditure  of  our  Goremmenl,  Ah 
though  I  ahall  t*kc  the  nceavon  lo  notice  aome  charge*i 
I  can  aasurc  the  committee  that  no  personal  motir* 
could  have  induoed  me  to  take  up  k  moment  of  (belt 
time.  Believing,  howcTer,  aa  I  aincerely  do,  that  lb« 
proposition  (o  distribute  (he  Mirplus  revenue  would  ba 
dinstrouB  in  its  consequences,  t  cinnot  refrain  from 
contributing  even  my  humble  efforts  (oarrest  a  measur* 
which,  if  it  is  ever  adopted,  must,  I  think,  revoluiMuiaa 
tbe  character  of  our  Slate  and  Federal  Governmenta.  ' 
I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  diaei^ng  the  impor- 
tant qiiealion*  connected  with  our  public  defences,  our 
federal  expenditures,  and  the  disposition  of  our  surplus 
revenue,  the  unusual  course  pursued  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bill,]  on  a  former  oceaaion. 
should  oblige  me  to  aak  the  indulgence  of  the  commtl. 
tee,  while  I  notice  some  charge*  which  have  aince  beea 
published  in  (he  journala  of  the  day.  1  regret,  sir,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tenneaser,  in  his  exlenaiva  tnd 
comprehenaive  apeech  on  political  principles,  finance^ 
national  defence,  and  the  policy  of  parlies  snd  of  Gor- 
ernmenis,  should  have  thought  it  i  proper  oceaaion  to 
notice  me  peraonally,  and  to  arraign  my  conduct  in  re- 
lation to  (he  appropriation  bill*  at  the  lait  and  present 
session.  In  regard,  sir,  to  Ihe  proceeding*  of  the  bat 
night  of  the  late  session,  I  concur  with  the  gemlemsa 
that  it  cannot  be  supposed  "  that  the  Speaker  could 
poaiibly  remember  all  (hat  waa  uid  and  done  on  tfiat 
most  hiraaaing  nifhi."  But  there  are  some  thing* 
which  the  presiding  officer  of  (be  House,  on  that  nigbt, 
ought  certainly  to  have  remembered.  The  gentleman 
haa  charged  mewilhgratuilouslyassumingthat  there  was 
no  quorum,  wben  he  himself  announced  Ihe  Ucl  in  re- 
porting (be  yeas  and  nayi  on  the  Letcher  resolution* — 
the  very  first  queation  alaled  by  the  Chair  after  the 
committee  of  conference  returned,  and  which  remained 
on  other  moliona  atill  the  quention,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed al  half  paat  three  in  the  morning.  Again:  (ba 
gentleman  haa  argued  to  prove  that  it  was  in  my  power 
to  command  a  quorum.  Thia,  air,  i*  ftn  exiraordinsrj 
iment  to  come  from  (be  late  Speaker,  who  waa  un- 
to command  a  quorum,  and  who,  when  called  upon 
to  enforce  hia  authority  and  compel  membera  to  vole, 
declined  deciding  even  the  preliminary  quektion  of  hia 
power.  The  genllrman  muil  alio  pardon  me  for  ex- 
presMog  my  surprise  ihat  he,  of  alt  others,  should  now 
endeavor  to  prove  Ihat  the  committee  returned  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  that  which  I  stated  on  a  former  ocea- 


relyn 


esubse. 


xotlection  of  any  gentlemang  the  journal  of  thia 
inly  evidence  in  which  Confidence  rsn  be 
placed.  The  time  when  the  committee  returned  la  re- 
corded on  that  very  journal,  made  up  by  lb*  officer  of 
the  House,  and  revised,  ratified,  and  signed,  by  the  gen- 
tleman himself. 
[Mr.   BUL  denied  that  he  eigned  Ihe  journal— «x- 
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pUned  the  dinmiliy  of  c 
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>,  not  read  in  the  Houie,  be] 

Sir,  it  !•  imnMierlalt  it  ii  nude  up  bj'  the  officer  of 
the  Houw,  and  ihould  be  revited  by  the  Bpealter.  My 
declaration  u  to  the  lime  »ben  the  committee  returned 
Ja  recorded  on  that  journalt  it  was  made  in  the  pretence 
of  the  memben  of  ihe  Hoiuei  of  the  sentlemin  from 
Tennetiee  hiimelfi  of  both  my  colleaguei  on  Ihe  com- 
mittee, including  tbe  ifenlleaian  frooi  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Lawia,]  who  wai  preaent  Iben,  >■  be  i*  now.  That  drc- 
laration  waa  uncontrailicted  then,  and  will  remain  ao 
u  long  ai  tbe  record  of  our  praceedingi  ahill  laaL 

But  the  jtentleman  from  Tennenee  makei  another 
grave  charge,  that  "the  regular  and  ordinary  appro- 
priation! for  Ihe  army,  navy,  and  fortificationa,  were  not 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  at  the 
ftrat  of  the  aeiiion,  nor  until  after  the  lapw  of  nearly  a 
month)  and  after  tbey  were  reported,  Iher  were  per- 
mitted to  tlcep  upon  the  t*ble  for  more  tun  »  month 
before  tbay  were  aenoualy  mored." 

The  gentlemkn  muat  pardon  qm  for  aaying  that  hia 
Utwk  ia  unuaual  and  extraordinary.  I  never,  air,  abould 
bare  thoariit  of  inilituting  any  oompariaon  between  the 
Indu)try  of  tbe  preaent  with  any  former  Committee  of 
Wajri  and  Heani)  bad  not  the  inquiry  aiaumed  a  dignity, 
by  bkTliw  been  noticed  by  the  hte  Speaker  of  the 
Uouw  or  Repreaentitivea.  Tlie  charge,  coming  from 
•o  rcapeotable  t,  quarter,  gave  mo  ibe  trouble  lo  ex- 
amioe  our  Journal*  in  the  lonr  aeaaiona  for  the  latl  ten 
yearai  and  I  find  that  Ibeaa  billa  were  never  before  re< 
ported  in  m  thoil  a  time  afler  the  committeea  were  aO' 
noonced.  The  gentleman  may  go  back,  air,  for  forty 
yur^  M)d  I  doabt  whether  he  will  find  an  initance  in 
which  the  army,  luvy,  and  fortification  bill*  were  re- 
ported aa  theae  were,  jn  fifteen  day*  after  the  commiitee ' 
were  announced.  They  were  announced  on  the  14th, 
and  theae  billa  were  reported  on  the  39lh  December. 

[Ur.  BsLL  explained.  He  had  not  aaid  that  they 
were  not  reported  aa  early  ai  at  former  leadont,  but  be 
•poke  of  n^ligence  in  reference  to  tbe  proapecl  of  a 
French  war,  Ste.] 

There  wa«  do  negligence,  air,  on  the  part  of  the 
Qonmittee,  in  actii^  upon  and  reportii^;  theae  billi)  nor 
wu  there  on  my  part,  in  calling  them  up.  I  moved  Iha 
eondderatioD  i^Uie  navy  bill  on  the  13th  Januat^,  and 
tbebill  waacompleledinitadet^la  00  that  day.  Anxioui 
to  idopt  prompt  meawrea  of  defence,  tbe  committee  did 
not  wait  for  Ilie  movementa  of  the  DeparimenI,  but  in- 
■Iruoted  me  to  propoae  an  additional  appropriation  of 
on«  million  and  nRy  thouMnd  doltara  for  increaaing  mr 
navy  afloat.  On  that  motion  a  debate  aroae.  At  thia 
time  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  auFerer*  1^  the  calami- 
tout  fire  in  New  York  reached  the  House  m>m  the  Ben- 
ate.  Believing  that  a  mniure  which  waa  to  urgently 
required  would  be  promply  adopted,  I  moved  it*  im- 
mediate conuderation,  never  suppoaing  that  a  meaiure 
ot  that  character  would  be  fiercely  retiated  for  two 
nonUia.  I  am  reaponrible  for  moving  its  coniideraiian, 
but  the  committee  well  know  that  I  am  in  no  manner 
retpooaible  for  the  procrutinated  debate  whioh  foHowed. 

The  gentleman  from  Trnneaaee,  Mr.  Chairman,  ha« 
thought  proper  to  allude  to  my  courae  aa  to  the  appro- 
priation bill*.  I  hope  be  will  not  Ihink  It  unkind  if  I 
abould,  in  return,  notice  hIa  movementa  in  regard  to  the 
navy  appropriation  hill.  When  t  moved  that  bill  on  Ihe 
ISlh  of  January,  Ihe  gentleman  immediately  objected  to 
tti  coniideratlon,  and  propoaed  to  engage  ul  in  a  debate 
upon  variou*  ameiulmenta  lo  our  rule*  and  orders.  At 
■  moment  when  the  quealion  of  peace  or  wir  wa>  unde- 
cided) when,  notwithatanding  the  lubiequent  discovery 
of  the  gentleman  that  tlie  party  in  power  never  contcm- 

Elatcd  a  war,  the  question  was  so  nicely  balanced  a*  to 
ifite  Ihe  aoundeat  judgmenta;  at  such  a  moment,  be 
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proposed  to  act  aside  the  ordinary  naval  appropriation 
bill,  which  baa  tlmoit  uniformly  paated  this  House  in  the 
month  of  Jinuiry,  without  debate,  and  which  embrace! 
appraprialioni  for  expenditure*  in  every  quarter  of  Iha 
globe.  Sir,  what  wu  the  next  movement  of  the  gentle- 
man, when  Ihe  bill  came  up  on  the  9th  of  Februaryl 
The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  hiving  previwwly  ro- 
ported  abill  providing  for  all  extraordinary  expenditure*^ 
1  had  arranged  with  Ihe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[ilT.  Bvbdm]  to  yield  me  Ihe  Hoot,  that  I  mif;ht  with- 
draw my  motion  for  an  rstraordinary  appropriation,  ia 
order  that  we  might  at  once  pasa  Ihe  bill.  In  withdraw- 
ing my  motion,  I  announced  (hat  my  object  was  to  ter- 
minate the  debate,  and  to  act  immediately  on  these  ap- 
propriations, as  Ihey  were  urgently  reauiivd  for  the  na- 
val service.  But  Ibe  moment  I  withdrew  my  motion, 
the  gentleman  from  Tenneiaee  interposed  a  second  and 
an  unexpected  obstacle.  Re  moved  to  strike  out  ono 
half  of  the  appropriationa  for  all  our  navy  yards,  not 
even  excepting  Pensacola,  which  he  haa  tubsei^uently 
*o  eloquently  defended.  And  what  waa  the  object  ot 
bis  motion?  To  aave  aame  three  hundred  Ihouaand  dol- 
lari,  lo  provide  for  the  contingency  of  a  war  with  France ! 
Why,  air,  if  that  war  had  come  upon  u>,  theae  Tery  ea- 
pendilurea  would  have  been  tripled  and  Quadrupled. 
That  motion  w*a  subsequently  modified  and  limited  to 
striking  out  one  half  of  the  provision  for  the  Portomouth 
navy  yard,  and  a  debtle  followed.  Next  came  Ihe  third 
movement  of  Ihe  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  on  the  IGth 
of  March.  I  bad  onderatood  that  he  waa  about  to  with- 
draw hi*  propoailion,  and  I  had  hoped  that  Ihe  naval  aet^ 
vice  was  no  longer  to  be  embarransd  by  delaying  Ibeaa 
appropriationa)  but,  lo  my  aurprise,  the  gentleman  with- 
drew hi*  motion  only  to  *ub*titule  another,  to  enable 
him  to  commence  a  debate  on  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
Ha  moved  to  alrike  out  Ihe  whole  appropriation  for 
portamouth,  not  from  hostility  Id  that  navy  yard,  but 
beeauae  he  thought  the  number  ought  lo  be  reduced. 

Another  and  a  long  debate  followed,  which  wa*  ter- 
minated on  the  6tb  of  April)  and  when  the  queation  wu 
finally  laken  the  nest  day,  the  gentleman  declined  voting 
upon  hi*  own  motion!  And  how  was  Ibi*  explained!  6a 
bad  intended  to  modify  hia  motion,  and  to  aubmit  tba 
pTopoaitioit  of  Ibe  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Hr.  Brak- 
m  J  which  waa  to  alrike  out  aixty-three  Ihouaand,  lett- 
ing four  thootand  dollara  for  repair*.  The  aix^.thrra 
Ihouaand,  every  dollar  of  which  waa  for  preaerving  otir 
timber,  boats,  and  *para,  wai  to  be  atiicken  out,  and  Ike 
four  thousand  dollara  for  repair*  waa  to  remain.  Why, 
sir,  leave  Ihe  properly  of  Government  to  perish,  and  re- 
pair a  navy  yard  which  it  waa  proposed  to  abandon? 

I  shaU  not,  air,  on  this  or  on  any  oceauon,  impute  im- 
proper motivca  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  Tenneiaee,  or  any 
other  member  of  this  HoatC)  but  he  must  pardon  me  fur 
asying  that  he  must  not  be  lurpriied  if  tbe  public  should 
Ihtnk  his  course  somewhat  extraordinary,  for  a  professed 
friend  of  Ihe  navy,  and  a  lupporter  of  Ihl*  adminiltra- 
tion  io  all  iti  efficient  meanires.  Nor,  air,  ought  he  to 
be  astonished,  howeTcr  pure  and  juat  his  motive*  no 
doubt  are,  if  hi*  aucceaiiva  motion*  fbltowing  Ibi*  appro- 
priation bill,  aa  dtey  have  done  throughout  the  aetnon, 
ihould  be  connected  with  other  movement*  which  have 
had  the  efFeci  lo  embirraii  Government  and  alarm  Ihe 
country.  Sir,  even  the  bill  for  the  mpportof  Oovem- 
ment  could  not  escape.  After  debating  it  for  a  fiirtnigbt^ 
and  when  ihe  quettiOn  wm  on  it*  final  paisa^e,  the  gen- 
lleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Haacta,]  a  gentleman  of 
ability  and  great  experience  in  legiitstion,  moved  lo  re- 
commit it  for  Ihe  purpose  of  appending  lo  it  a  provivon 
for  diitributing  three.end4wenly  millions  of  the  surplui 
revenue!  a  meaiure  which,  if  it  had  been  adopted, 
would  have  efTectuaUy  defeated  the  bill  for  the  aupinrt 
of  Ooremment.     Agun,  air,  have  ve  not  bad  call  after 
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oil  upon  the  Tmaury  for  ireeklj  uid  monthly  tWe- 
meni*  of  the  balince  of  (be  public  money — of  (he  rev- 
enue Trom  cuatomi  >nil  linds — af  the  amaunt  of  public 
money  in,  tnd  the  condition  oF,  the  depoiite  bank*? 
Hire  we  not  hid  iltemptt,  m  in  1834,  to  cicitc  panic 
■nd  alarm  ibout  the  tottering  conditlan  of  the  deposite 
binka,  >nd  tbe  enormoui  lurplui  orpablie  money  which 
vaadt  in  jeoptrdyl  Can  gentlemen  be  iorpriied  if 
■ome  of  these  iitraordinary  morementa  ihouM  be  m- 
cribfd  la  the  then  approachinK  eleclioni  in  Virg'iBi*, 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Iilandl  But  no  matter  what 
may  have  been  the  deiijfn  of  g^entlemen  in  both  Houaei, 
the  efTect  hai  been  to  embarraaa  and  Injure  every  bran^ 
of  tbe  public  aervice— todimlniahthe  neceMary  expend - 
iturea  of  the  year  for  tbe  army,  navy,  and  fortificationa; 
and,  by  poatponing  the  appropriationa  for  the  public  aer- 
vice,  to  increase  the  aurplu:,  the  very  evil  gentlemen 
complain  of,  and  to  add  aome  five  milhona  to  that  large 
amount  which  they  tell  us  ii  in  jeopardy!  Whatever 
may  have  been  tbe  purpoae  of  those  who  are  anxioua  for 
the  dBiributton  of  our  lurplua  among  the  State*,  the  In- 
terest of  the  country  haa  been  aacrificed.  Bome  milliona 
have  been  added  to  the  balance  in  our  Treasury  which 
might  have  been  long  since  applied  to  meaiure*  iodia- 
prniably  neeetury  for  our  defencci  and,  by  postponing 
he  conlracta  of  Government,  we  have  now  to  make 
bem  at  heavily  increaaed  rates. 

The  gentleman  ^m  Tennessee  is  equally  unfortunate 
in  hii  attack  upon  thia  administration  for  its  extravagant 
eipenditurea.  He  rcfcn  eapecially  to  the  inereaae  of 
'those  for  harbora,  rivers,  road^  See.,  from  half  a  million 
to  near  two  millions.  Tliese  expenditurea  are  of  legis- 
lative and  not  of  executive  origin.  !f  you  would 
ascertain  their  origin,  go  to  your  Commitlcea  on  Com- 
merce, Ruada  and  Canals,  and  Wiyi  and  Heana—wltneaa 
the  importunities  of  members  for  appropriation*  for 
aufveys  and  impnivetnenti  of  every  kind.  Sir,  the  clas* 
of  expenditure  referred  to  by  ibe  gentleman  embrace* 
the  Delaware  breakaraler,  more  than  ten  year*  old,  and 
'  tbe  Cumberland  road,  of  aome  thirty  years'  standing. 
'  No  Executive  can  be  held  responsible  for  extravagance 
in  public  expenditure*,  when  the  legislative  branch  of 
tbe  Government  is  on  principle  opposed  to  it.  As  well 
might  the  gentleman  hold  this  ad miniat ration  accountable 
for  the  measure*  of  that  Congreii  which  paascd  ibe 
Haytville  road  bill,  or  for  rechartering  the  Bank  of  tbe 
Onited  Slates.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  increase  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Federal  Government  is  a  very  proper 
•ubject  of  inquiry,  and  there  i*  no  period  when  it  la 
more  necessary  (ban  when  w«  have  an  overflowing 
Treasury.  One  of  the  chief  cauaes  of  this  increase  la 
Ibe  extraordinary  growth  of  our  pi^ulation,  and  the  ex- 
pansion of  our  territory  1  but  the  regulator  of  tbeae  ex- 
.  pendilures,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  economy  of  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government,  is  our  Tresaury. 
They  have  uniformly  risen  with  the  flood,  and  subsided 
with  the  ebb,  of  our  revenue.  Tiie  amount  expended 
in  the  first  legiaUlive  year  of  Mr.  Jefferaon's  administra- 
tion, (IB02,)  was  three  million*  seven  hundjed  lbou*ind 
doUar>jinthelsat,(1809,>it  was  sevrn  millions  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollarsi  the  expenae*  of  tbe  navy  were 
.  tripled,  and  of  thearmy  quadrupled;  necessarily  so,  sir, 
otringto  the  spoliations  on  our  commerce  and  prepara- 
,  tionsforwar.  But  when  we  were  deprived  of  our  nve- 
nue  by  the  restrictions  of  that  day,  we  find  t>  e  expend- 
iturea in  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Muliaon'a  ad  mi  nisi  ration 
suddenly  reduced  to  five  millloni  and  a  half.  After  the 
war  was  over,  we  bad  in  1B16  an  overflowing  I'reasury. 
Weiosmediatcly  had  prujrcta,asnow,  for  new  and  increaa- 
ed expenditures  uf  every  description,  which,  had  they 
been  carried  into  full  operation,  would  have  increaaed  our 
expenditure*  by  Ibia  time  to  forty  milliona  annually.  We 
were  aaved  from  this  exlraragance  by  a  sudden  decHne 


of  the  country,  which  obnged  ui  to  re- 
duce even  our  annual  appropriation  for  tbe  increase  of 
the  navy  one  half,  and  to  curtail  our  eipenditnret  in 
every  branch.  But  even  with  all  this  forced  eeoaomj, 
they  were  reduced  only  to  eleven  millions  two  htiitdreil 
thousand  dollan  in  1830  and  1821,  more  than  doubI« 
what  they  had  been  in  ISIO  and  1811.  In  the  adnini*' 
tration  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Haasacbuaett*^ 
[Hr.  Adihs,]  the  expenae*  roae  Id  about  thirteen  mil- 
lion*; but  1  cannot  hold  him  any  more  accountable  lor 
the  economy  of  a  ConKveas  which  he  could  not  control,  thin 
1  should  this  administration  for  tbe  acU  of  anotfier  which 
attempted  to  recharler  the  Bank  of  the  Onited  States 
The  ordinary  expenditurea  of  our  Government  are  now 
estimated  at  seventeen  millions  of  dollar*.  In  examining 
the  details  of  the  increase,  there  will  he  found  but  one 
million  which  can  be  justly  considered  a*  of  Bxecutivo 
origin,  in  tbe  Indian  and  naval  branches,  and  theic  ei- 
penditurea are  nnctioned  by  public  opinion  throughout 
the  country.  Sir,  we  have  approached  another  criais, 
when  we  have  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  It  will  re- 
quire the  utmoal  caution  and  prudence,  tosToid  embark- 
ing in  tbe  many  wild  scheme*  which  we  have  had  and 
shall  have  for  emptying  our  Treasury.  It  would  tw 
well  to  deliberate  upon  tbem  before  we  adopt  any  new 
contrivince  to  diminish  our  aurplu*.  It  would  be  wise  to 
inquire  how  long  we  are  to  have  an  overflowing  Treas- 
ury, and  whether  we  have,  or  shall  have  for  ten  yeara 
to  come,  a  aurplusof  revenue  adequate  to  defray  even 
tbe  cost  of  meaaurea  which  are  admitted  on  all  handa  to 
be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  defence  of  tbe  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  seemi  to  spprehetM 
the  most  diaaatrous  consequences  from  the  measure* 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea. 
He  tellaus  that  "the  most  obvioua  and  alarming  aecei- 
sion  of  executive  patronage,  power,  and  influence,  which 
has  taken  place,  has  proceeded  from  the  policy  oMhe 
adminiatrationinpultingdowntheUnitedStiteaBank^— 
and  thai  the  efieet  has  been  "  to  put  the  Treaaury,  the 
money  power  of  the  country,  at  the  absolute  disposal  of 
the  Elecutlve."  These  declarations  come  from  a  gen- 
tleman who  voted  for  every  measure  to  pat  down  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  retiFy  the  removal  of 
tbe  deposites!  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  need 
not  be  alarmed)  he  and  hi*  friends  msy  console  them- 
aelieain  every  quarter  of  this  Unioni  for,  so  long  as  this 
Government  stands,  nine  tenth*  of  those  who,  by  law, 
are  authoriied  to  make  the  currency  of  the  country  ■ 
source  ofrevenue,  wilt  never  be  found  in  any  great  corv- 
test,  whether  employed  by  Government  or  not,  support- 
ing those  whom  they  know  to  be  hostile  to  laws  from 
which,  in  part,  they  derive  their  income.  Ka,  air,  theaa 
gentlemen  will  support  the  oppoaition  candidalea  for  the 
prewdency.wilhoulrefepence  to  character,  qualifications, 
or  principles.  It  ia  but  justice,  however,  to  Ibe  institu- 
tiona  employed  by  tlie  Guvernment,  to  say,  that  the  pub- 
lic money  never  was  in  safer  handa,  and  that  the  financial 
arrangetnents  of  the  Trensnry  were  never  executed  with 
greater  economy  or  despatch.  It  ia  difficult  to  under- 
stand, sir,  uhat  gentlemen  mean  by  plaining  the  Treas- 
ury "at  the  absolute  disposal  o(  the  Executive,"  when 
we  all  know  that  not  a  dollar  can  he  disbursed  wlthoul 
our  authority.  As  it  reganis  the  banks  or  place*  whert) 
the  public  moneys  shall  be  depoaiteit,  snd  the  condition 
on  which  such  sgenis  shall  be  employed,  can  we  blame 
the  Executive  because  Congress  has  neglected  to  do  it* 
duly  ?  We  arc  ready  to  go  with  gentlemen  at  any  lime 
into  the  diacusiion  and  aiFjualment  of  ibis  question — to 
surround  the  public  revenue  with  all  practicable  guards — 
to  employ  olher  agents  than  banks,  if  such  can  be  found; 
and, for  one,  I  should  be  gratified,  and  I  believe  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  the  inlereata  of  trade  generally  would  ha 
essentially  served,  if  tbe  Treasury  were  entirely  to  dia- 
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penw  with  [be  igencv  of  bank*  of  circulation,  compelled 
u  ther  ire  lo  expand  and  contract  Ibe'ir  credit  aecordin;; 
to  the  Irequent  fluctualione  of  our  reienue.  But,  air,  1 
am  not  willing  to  %o  vith  (gentlemen  Tor  Ibe  dlilribuilon 
of  any  portion  of  our  lurplua  revenue,  That  ibere  U, 
■nd  probiblj  wilt  continue  to  br,  a  aurplua  wbich  nu; 
not  be  required  for  a  abort  time  to  come,  cannot  be  de- 
niedj  but  It  ia  equallj'  certain  Ibit  we  hare  not  only  great 
and  indiapenMble  objecta  to  appl^  it  to,  but  that  we  are 
approacbinff  a  criua  in  our  financial  aflairs  for  wbich  we 
ought  now  Id  prepare.  What  temporary  dilpoaition 
■hould  be  made  of  a  portion  of  our  aurplua  iaa  queation 
full  of  difficulty.  We  muat  either  cbar^  the  baAka  an 
Intereat  upon  it,  or  inTest  it  for  annual  diaburaement.  It 
t«  a  hard  alternative  to  cbooae  between  bad  meaaureit  it 
it  a  choice  of  evilt  forced  upoo  m  by  the  lemporary  con- 
dition of  our  Treasury.  An  inyeatmenl  in  stocki  ii  pro- 
posed. Nothing'  but  dire  neceaaiiy  ibould  ever  induce 
Ibia  Government  to  become  a  dealer  in  atocka.  I  trual 
we  ahall  hereafter  diaaoire  all  connexion  between  thia 
Government  and  itocka  or  banki,  and  forever  auapend 
the  powera  and  dutiea  of  ibe  eammituoneri  of  the  linking 
fiinci.  But  if  we  muat  inveat  a  portion  of  our  aurplua, 
let  ua  not  put  it  beyond  our  control)  for  we  ihall  aoon 
have  occaalon  for  ita  uae.  Let  It  be  coniidered  a«  a  fund 
plcd^d  to  the  purpoaea  for  which  the  public  land*  were 
originally  ceded  lo  the  eonfederalion — for  defraying  "  all 
charge*  of  war,  and  all  other  ezpenie*  that  ahall  be  in- 
curred for  the  common  defence  or  general  welfare." 

Mr.  Cbaiman,  Ibe  esialeDce  of  a  large  aurplua  in  your 
Treaauiy  ■«  a  aerioua  evili  not  beouae  it  ■•  withdrawn 
from  the  uae*  of  trade,  for  that  can  only  esirt  where 
Stale  legialation  haa  niaced  unnecei 
the  empli 


Stale  legialation  haa  placed  unneceiaarj  reatrieliona  o 
'''  imploymeDt  of  capital.  But  it  ia  a  national  evil  to 
,  through  the  medium  of  taxation,  million)  into  your 
Treuury  before  it  ii  wanted  for  the  purpoaea  of^  the 
Governroenl.  And  what,  air,  ia  the  origin  of  tbii  evilF 
Tbe  ^ntleman  from  Tenneaaee,  in  denouncing  federal 
prlnciplea,  need  not  have  gone  back  to  US;  the  meaaure* 
sTUie  CongrcM  of  1B16,  *o  far  aa  they  affected  our  con- 
iltttltion  and  Ibe  permanent  Inlereiti  of  our  countrj^, 
went  hr  beyond  any  meaaurea  of  '98.  I  refer  to  Ibia 
aubjecl  for  no  political  object,  and  with  no  hoatility  to- 
wanla  any  gentleman.  1  apeak  of  the  meaaurea  of  the 
Congreaa  of  1816,  and,  among  othera,  of  the  tariff  of  Ihat 
day,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  lyatem,  and  wa« 
the  origin  of  your  eiiiling  aurplua.  Prior  to  ibat  period 
the  want)  of  tbe  Government  were  aacerlained  before 
our  taiei  were  increaaedi  alnce  then,  liv,  we  have  been 
taxed  to  benefit  particular  intereati^  without  reference 
to  the  condition  of  our  Trcaaury.  Under  ibi*  ayitem 
millioni  were  prematurely  dr«»n  from  the  coniumption 
of  the  country,  and  under  it  we  brought  our  confederacy 
to  tbe  verge  of  diNolution.  Tbe  celebr«ted  cotnpromiae 
act,  Ibe  reanlt  of  that  ayatem,  a  meaaure  we  adopted  to 
preaerre  tbe  twrmony  of  the  Union,  U  one  of  the  great 
cauaea  of  our  exiating  iurplu*.  Look  at  it*  proiinona. 
Inatead  of  reducing  our  revenue  from  ciuCom*,  »i  wi 
TeeoiDRiended  by  tbe  Preiident,  to  an  amount  equal  i 
the  wania  of  GavemToeni,  that  act  provide*  that  four 
tenlhaof  Ibe  excesa  of  duty  beyond  30  percent.,  amouat- 
ting  to  about  nine  milliona,  ahould  be  reduced  in  the  pro. 
gren  of  nine  year^  and  that  the  ux  lentb*  of  the  eieei 
then  eziiciTig  ihoulil  be  reduced  in  Ax  monthal  Sir, 
we  can  take  off  that  amount  in  aiz  months,  could  we  ni 
have  reduced  our  tariffin  three  ycara?  Had  we  done  t> 
we  ahould  not  now  be  drawing  twenty  inatead  often  mi 
liotMannuallyfromcuatonM.  Andhtd  wenotdiireganled 
the  repeated  rccommcndationa  of  the  Preiident,  wb 
ahould  have  long  nnoe  rcviaed  our  land  lawi.  For  the 
cniting  aurplua  the  legialative  and  not  the  executive 
branch  of  tbe  Govcinment  ia  entirely  retponaible  to  the 
couBiiy. 


Sir,  I  do  not  believe  in  the  continuance  of  an  over- 
flowing Trcaaury.  I  may  be  deceived,  but  I  do  not 
*-  ilieve  Ihat  the  revenue  under  the  compromiae  act,  and 
.  e  receipta  from  (he  public  landa,  will  be  permanently 
■ufficient  to  pay  the  expenaei  of  Government.  But  if 
Ihe  dreama  of  gentlemen  are  to  be  realJaed)  if  we  are  to 
have  twenty  million*  from  cuatoma,  and  twenty  moro 
from  public  landa*  if  we  are  lo  ba*e  no  ebb,  but,  con- 
trary to  Ibe  experience  of  age*,  one  eternal  flood  of 
lue — what,  I  atk  gentlemen,  wilt  become  our  duty } 
in,  air,  to  excite  no  alarm,  for  I  do  not  believe  In 
.  .xiitence  of  a  permanent  aurpluit  but  if  we  have 
twenty  milliuna  annually,  or  any  amount  beyond  the 
wants  of  Government,  your  compromiie  act,  rely  upon 
t,  will  not  eacape  modiRcalion.  We  ahall  find  that  oar 
ucceaaora  will  aa  little  reaped  Uai  legialative  compact! 
fur  perpetual  taxation  aa  Ihey  will  our  law*  erecting 
perpetual  corporationa.  Sir,  whatever  maji  be  our  the- 
oriea,  Ibe  people  of  thia  country  in  no  porliaii  of  it,  will 
ever  consent  lo  be  taxed  a  dollar  beyond  the  wanti  of 
Government,  under  any  apeculative  pretext  whataoever. 
That  celebrated  compromise  act  will  be  examined  here- 
■ner.  Whenever  it  ia,  it  will  be  found  one  of  tbe  moat 
oppressive  meaaurea  upon  the  agricultural  interest  that 
ever  waa  Jeriaed.  A  convention  of  manufacturing  oip- 
italiala  could  not  have  ^med  a  tariff  more  unfriendly  to 
tbe  agricuhural  and  other  laboring  ctaasei.  Under  our 
old  laws,  luxurie*  were  aelected  as  a*  objects  for  the 
highest  taialioni  under  our  modern  policy,  the  taxes  on 
these  are  relinquiahed,  and  the  nhole  weight  of  your 
revenue  from  cuatomi  fall*  upon  commodities  indlspen- 
aably  neceiiary.  Eien  when  the  duties  are  reduced, 
under  the  compromiae  set,  to  tweniy  per  cent,  on  a  homo 
valuation,  with  caah  dutiea,  charges,  and  exchange,  it 
willbeequal  to  a  protection  omlTy  per  cent.,  raising  to 
(hat  extent  all  aupplie*  consumed,  vhelber  of  foreign  or 
domestic  origin.  Thia  lax  upon  agriculture  ia  impoaed 
upon  an  aaaumptlon,  wholly  fsllacluus,  that  manufactures 
outgrow  agricullurei  the  fact  i«  Ihe  revcise,  and  hu 
been  ao  fur  half  a  century.  Tbe  importation  of  every 
commodity  coming  in  competition  with  oura,  and  of  anj 
importance,  haa  uniformly  increased.  Tbe  importatiuiu 
of  1S35,  in  every  branch,  largely  exceeded  those  in  any 
one  year  prevlou*.  It  ia,  therefore,  manifestly  unjust  to 
tax  our  great  and  most  valuable  interests  petpetually,  for 
tbe  exclusive  beneGt  of  a  small  portion  of  the  communi- 
ty. Certainly,  a-r,  if  we  are  lo  hare  twenty  miltiooa  of 
revenue  from  cuatoma,  aa  gentlemen  tell  ua,_wemay 
spare  our  country  one  half  of  tbit  excess  of  unjutt  tax- 

We  are  also  to  have  tweniy  millions  of  revenue  from 

Eublic  landa.  la  tbia  caused  by  emigralionf  No,  air, 
ut  a  tmall  proportion  of  il.  It  is  notoriously  throuBh 
fraud  and  ■peculatioDi  and,  to  increaae  tbia  fund  fur 
distribution,  we  are  to  be  tbe  pasaive  ob*ervera  of  theae 
frauds,  and  permit  aaaociation*  of  capilaliati  on  Ihe  At- 
laniic  border  to  monopol'ze  every  acre  of  cur  rich  prai' 
riea  of  Ibe  Weal  and  tbe  low  landa  of  the  South.  Sir, 
the  public  domain  waa  ceded  for  no  such  purpotei  it 
waa  never  deugned  to  be  tranaferrcd  from  Gtovernment 
to  our  capilaliati.  It  ia  a  noble  inheritance,  in  wbiob 
every  farmer  and  every  farmer'a  aon  baa  an  interest, 
whether  in  the  old  or  the  new  State* )  and  whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  of  our  great  land  proprietors,  the  fairoera 
of  tbe  old  at  well  aa  of  the  new  Sutes  will  never  con- 
tent that  our  public  landa  shall  be  transferred  to  Iboae 
who  calculate  on  eru'iching  themselves  at  Ihe  expeoae  pf 
Ihe  emigrant.  I  cannot,  or,  on  this  queation,  nor  on 
that  of  our  public  defence*,  enter  into  the  view*  of  gen- 
tlemen<  I  cannot  regulate  either  by  geographical  rule* 
or  parallel*  of  Utltude.  Tbe  aetllement  of  our  Wealern 
eountry  presents  one  of  tbe  sublimeat  acenea  upon  lh« 
lurface  of  the  globe.    We  M  the  light  of  civiliiation 
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penetr«l<ng  Ibe  th^it*  of  the  wildcrncM,  ind  our  eni- 
^nt  popuhtion  •pretding  and  nddinj;  to  our  confede- 
nej  nev  and  grett  SUlet,  where  but  ■  generaiion 
ilnce  alt  wa*  wild  and  dark,  I  cannot  participate  in  Ibe 
feelinn  of  genllemen  who  mourn  over  auch  acenea,  and 
talk  of  ihe  impuveriahmenl  of  the  old  Sutea.  1  rejoice 
to  see  the  emigrant  on  hi*  routei  for  I  feel  the  aiiurince 
that  one  man,  at  leait,  haa  escaped  the  *aaaa)age  of  our 
Northern  eorpnrationa,  to  breathe  the  free  and  independ- 
ent air  of  the  Weit.  Our  policy  in  regsrd  to  our  public 
hndl  hia  been  neither  wise  nor  parental.  Revenue 
ahould  have  been  a  aecondary  coiulderalion.  Tlie  pub- 
lic domain  ahould,  in  ctctj  eounlry,  be  mainly  coniid- 
ercd  ai  a  source  of  wealth  and  populalioni  it  ahould  be 


would  be  aleady,  and  we  ahould  not  have, 
tiavr,  three  million*  in  one  year,  and  firieen  in  anoiher. 
We  ought  not  to  aacrifice  the  interest*  or  the  Weat  to 
add  to  the  proRla  of  our  capitaliat*.  We  bare  already, 
by  State  and  federal  ieiiiilaiion,  made  our  rerenue  and 
Currency  tributary  to  their  income;  let  ua  not  permit 
our  public  landa  to  become  ■  third  source  of  rcvenuei 
and  that,  too,  at  the  expenae  of  agriculture.  Di>tribute 
the  proMedt  of  your  public  hnd*,  and  what  will  be  the 
MlitifC  position  of  Ibe  manulacturinfr  cspitaliit  of  (he 
Esit  and  the  agriculturist  of  the  Weii^  As  you  incrcate 
your  tarifT,  you  Increaae  the  surplu*  capiiaf  of  the  for- 
mer, to  be  invested  in  public  lands,  to  be  sold  at  a  profit 
to  the  latter.  On  one  aide  we  have  two  income*)  on  the 
other,  double  laiaiinn.  Such  will  be  one  of  tiie  rrnilts 
of  trsnsferring  our  land  to  apeeulalon,  and  diatributing 
our  aurplui  rerenue. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  be^ire  we  enmge  in  any  estrava- 
ftni  expenditure*,  or  rashly  dialribuie  our  surplus  rrre* 
nue  araang  the  States  let  ul  examine  into  the  condition 
of  our  financea,  paat,  present,  and  proapective,  and  in- 

3 aire  thoroujrhty  inlo  the  cauar*  of  the  present  riltaON 
inary  condition  of  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  cuunlry. 
Thi*  cannot  be  undcrsiood  without  going  into  some  de> 
taib,  and  tracing  the  prwrea*  of  our  elportl^  importa, 
cuatoma,  public  land*,  aniTbank*.  The  exports  of  do- 
iDcalio  produce,  the  permanent  regulstor  of  our  revenue 
ftvm  custom*,  and  generally  of  the  rrceipts  from  public 
lands,  amounted  in  IBSBtofirifmillionsi  ibey  Increaied, 
■nd,  in  1835,  reached  ninety-eight  million*  and  a  half. 
For  five  year*  the  increase  was  ateady,  rising  In  that 
term  from  flfty  to  seventy  milliona  in  1833)  but  between 
1833  and  1833  they  auddenly  rose  to  ninety-eight  mit- 
liona  and  a  half— in  olher  words,  at  the  rate  oT  ft>e  mil- 
Koni  annually  In  the  firat  four  year*,  eleven  niltiona  in 
183<  and  terenteen  and  «  half  in  1B35.  Tour  importa- 
tionaforconiumpiion(l  tnean  after  deducting  the  amount 
exported]  were,  in  1830,  at  forty-nine  millions.  It  is 
proper  to  atate  that  I  do  not  refer  to  the  statements  re- 
ported from  the  Treasury,  as  they  include  specie  among 
the  nerchsndise  consumed  in  the  couatry,  which  I  have 
excluded  in  my  calculations.  The  amount  of  merchan- 
dise imported  Tor  consumption  rose,  from  lorty-nine  mil- 
lions in  1830,  (len  niitliun*  briow  ihe  export*  of  domrs- 
tic  produce  in  that  year,)  to  cighly-seven  milliona  in 
ISS4t  and,  in  1835,  suddenly  to  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ly-iwo  millions,  beinr  twenly-Ihree  million*  and  a  half 
beyond  the  eiportsof  domeiiic  produce.  The  revenue 
of  the  firtt  quarter  of  1833  was  not  very  largei  but, 
judging  from  the  importationa  in  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  and  the  extraordinary  revenue  at  the  p«K  of  New 
York  fop  the  Brat  quarter  of  the  present  year,  there  can 
be  no  dniibt  of  an  importstion  for  coiuumption,  in  the 
year  ending  the  1«  of  April,  of  from  thirty-Ave  lo  B<ty 
■nlUioni  beyond  the  export*  of  domMlic  produce.    Hie 


receipt*  from  puUie  land*  were,  in  1S38,  about  a  mil- 
lion, they  rose  gradually  to  94,830,000  in  1834,  and  then 
auddenly  to  014,750,000  ia  1835. 

Such,  «ir,  are  the  evidences  ofaudden  and  extraordinary 
overtrading.  The*e  aeason*  of  speculation  are  incidental 
(o  our  rapKllj  growing  iKHinlryi  and,  without  any  other 
oanse,  after  titent;  yean  of  peace,  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pect that,  enjoying,  a*  we  do,  unparalleled  prosperity, 
and  outstripping  all  other  nations  in  the  growth  of  weallb 
and  population,  we  ihould  be,  aawe  now  are,  hurled  oa 
every  where  by  a  wild  and  uncalculating  spirit  of  apecuh- 
tion.  But  other  cauaea  have  accelerated  apeculation, 
and  a  sudden  expansion  of  credit  within  the  last  two 
year*.  The  aevere  1A*on«  we  received  between  1BI8 
and  1830,  from  overbankinr  and  overtrading,  arreated 
for  a  time  the  increaae  of  banking  capital)  and  In  the 
tea  year*  from  1830  to  1S30,  the  inercasn  waa  oaly  abont 
fifteen  million*,  while  fn>m  1830  to  the  present  time,  it 
bas  been  auddenly  augmented  more  than  one  hundred  mil- 
lions.  Owingto  thi*  cause  and  the  solid  prosperity  of  the 
country,  there  waa  a  atrong  tendency  to  overtradioA 
when  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  commenced  curtail- 
ing in  IB33,  and  in  nineteen  month*  reduced  its  toana 
and  exchange  nearly  nineteen  milftons,  in  November, 
1834.  This  t«duclion  had  it*  effect  upon  the  banka  and 
trade  of  the  country.  But  themoment  the  bank  changed 
its  policy,  and  united  with  other  bank*,  and  with  tiad^ 
in  expanding  business  snd  credit,  the  spirit  of  RpecuU- 
tion  suddenly  spread  throughout  the  Union.  Between 
Novembrr,  1834,  and  July,  1835,  the  bank  incresaed  iti 
issues  between  nine  and  ten  millionSf  and  ita  loana  and 
exchanges  about  nineteen  milliona  and  a  half.  ThlraT- 
ford*  some  idea  of  the  vast  and  ludden  expsnnon  of  the 
buiinrss  of  all  the  bank*  in  the  Union)  and  of  the  increase 
of  that  immense  mav  of  private  credit,  which  it  is  impoe- 
sib|e  to  measure.  One  other  cause,  and  a  powerful  on« 
it  is,  ha*  added  to  thi*  spirit  of  apeeulatinti,  and  i*  iuffl- 
cient  to  explain  the  mystery  about  exchange.  Our  ad 
altering  the  rebiive  vstiie  of  gold  and  silver  made  the 
former,  the  chief  currency  of  Europe,  more  vatuablfl 
here  than  it  ia  there]  we  tuddenly  became  pnrchaaei^ 
after  being  so  many  year*  venders  of  gold,  and  the  effect 
of  that  act  waa  to  aubslitute  gold  in  place  of  silver  as 
our  currency. 

But  wbaiever  may  have  been  the  eauen  of  tbe  preeeni 
condition  of  Ihe  country.  It  ia  an  unnatural  one.     Pricet 

. _  „tbe  tide  of  trade  and  revenu* 

The  nofoent  it  tvachea  Ita  ut' 
ing  ebb  will  be  felt  in 
^  ,  mncr  Of  inia  union)  ana  wc  shall  feel  it,  aen^bly 
feel  it,  in  every  branch  of  our  revenue.  We  have  been 
for  eighteen  monlha  paat  a*  we  were  from  1616  to  181B> 
We  had  a  revenue  from  customs  in  1S16  of  six^nd-thirly 
millions,  which  felt  to  thirteen  in  1831.  Our  import* 
were,  according  to  the  Treasury  statement*,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  million*  in  1816,  and  but  forty-one 
millions  in  1821.  Our  aalea  of  public  land*  were,  in 
1813,  two  millions  three  hundred  Ibouauid  dollar*. 
They  rose  to  aeven  milliuns  two  hundred  ihouaand  dollars 
in  1818 — then  rose  suddenly  (o  aevtnteen  million*  aeven 
hundred  Ihouaand  dollata  in  1819,  and  as  auddenly  fell 
in  1830  to  one  million  nine  hundred  tliDu*and  dollan. 
Such,  sir,  has  been  our  experience)  and  yet  we  are  told 
we  are  lo  have  no  diminution.  Your  importaliona  may 
go  on  at  the  rale  of  liO  lo  200  milliona  annually,  but  the 
higher  they  reach  the  more  terrible  will  be  the  revul- 
sion, ir  between  1816  snd  1831  tbejr  fell  from  133  to 
41  million*,  where  is  the  reduction  to  atop  when  the  ebb 
follow*  our  present  floods  Will  it  Mop  at  a  hundred  mil- 
lions  inorethandaiibletheamountinl830)iir  will  it  atop 
at  seventy -five,  far  beyond  the  usual  amount  imported  for 
conaumption  in  former  ycan^  Before  gentlemea  ta^ 
per  with  our  rcreiiae  aod  empty  our  Traasury,  I  hqp« 
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•  Oicy  will  dcTise  the  way*  «nd  rnetnt  ta  611  It  *g*ln.  B«- 
/are  they  iquinder  or  diitrjbute  our  eiUtlag  aurplu*,  let 
them  reflect  that  we  hate  relinqii'whed  the  duty  on  near- 
ly hair  of  all  our  importatiimai  let  them  inquire  what 
MTcnue  one  half  of  even  a  hundred  milUuni  would  give 
M  the  twenty  per  cent,  propoted  in  the  compromiie  act. 
If  our  tarilT,  ai  it  now  ii,  had  riiated  in  1S31,  your 
revenue  from  cuitomi  would  have  been  lea  than  leven 
ntllloDi.  In  our  proipectire  calculation!  on  our  reve- 
nue  frum  cuatoini,  we  bare  but  two  yeut,  and  thow  of 
heavy  importalion*,  to  fuide  u« — 1834  and  1835.  In 
tb«  former  year  the  wbole  importation  of  merchandiie 
for  coniumplion  wai  elghty^even  roiliiona,  of  wbtcb 
tl7,300,000  were  liable  to  duty,  and  ^9,800.000  were 
free  of  duly.  In  1B35  the  a|;|^|:itfl  wa*  133  millioni, 
M  milliona  dutiable,  and  58  mUlioita  free.  Anuming 
the  mmt  ratio  for  paat  yeiri,  and  the  amount  heretofore 
Imported,  which  are  now  char^ble  with  duty,  will  be 
fiMind  to  be,  for  ihe  ten  yean  ending  with  1829,  at  an 
a*er>Keort3{s700,(»0ttbat  for  1830  but  37  millioiwj 
ftnd  the  average  of  the  lt*t  liz  yeart,  when  the  imports 
have  been  rapidly  incrtftting,  it  only  45  milliona.  Should 
the  importation*  for  conaumption  only  decline  to  71  mil- 
Bona,  which  wouldbe  cquinlent  to  a  gion  importation 
of  9J  nuinon^  yoii  would  have  but  40  millioni  on  which 
your  revenue,  undrr  the  existing  linff,  would  be  collect- 
ed. Your  revenue  lut  year,  «nen  thii  olais  of  artielei 
kmounted  to  64  millioni,  waa  19,300,000  dollan.  A 
eoniumption  of  40  million*  of  dutiable  article*  would  give 
you  a  revenue  of  little  more  than  13  millioni  and  a  half. 
What  ihill  we  have  under  the  compromiie  act,  when 
that  latci  effectt  when  other  artielei  are  to  be  added  to 
the  free  lut,  betHlei  thow  reduction*  that  are  propoaed 
at  Ihe  preienl  seMionf  What  will  your  twenty  peroent. 
duty  then  yield  yuuF  Sir,  before  gentlemen  talk  of  dii- 
tHbuiing  our  surplui,  (hey  had  better  inquire  bow  we 
are  to  defray  the  expenies  of  our  Government  hereafter. 
Our  ordinary  czpeniea  are  already  rilimited  *t  17  mil- 
lioni and  a  half,  and  even  iheie  will  continue  to  advance 
Mking|ai  we  have  a  lurplua,  without  taking  into  view 
tbeclMn^uDouniing  tomilliom,  not  even  to  be  ntimi- 
Ud,  for  extraordinary  purpofel,  vllich  are  accumulating 
iqMQ  tui  and  moat  of  which  are  for  indiapenMble  pur- 
pwe*.     When  i*  the  revenue  hereafter  to  come' from 


from  publlo  lands  ^ 

Sir,  while  I  do  not  concur  with  the  gentleman  from 
TenneHce,  that  the  revenue  from  thia  lource  will  be  re- 
duced to  a  uillion  in  three  year*,  yet  we  all  know  that 
these  *peculatiDni  cannot  be  carried  on  to  any  great  ex- 
tent under  a  heavy  preaiure  upon  the  money  market. 
When  the  lopply  of  capital  ^ail^  and  fail  it  will,  your 
revenue  from  public  lands  must  niddenly  decline)  but 
not  quite  w  low  aa  in  former  periodi  of  preuure  and 
diitrcs^  owing  totheinternalimprovementsofihe  West. 
One  thing,  however,  is  certain:  that  whenever  the  spirit 
rf  tpeeulation  i*  checked,  your  revenue  from  cu*tomt 
and  public  lands  will  not  bolb  pay  the  annual  ordinary 
mod  esiraordiniry  charge*  upon  your  Treasury.  The 
aame  opinioni  were  entertained  in  1S16  ai  we  now 
kear>  They  had  thirly-*ix  million*  from  customs  in  one 
year,  and  had  a  balsnce  in  tbe  Treasury  of  Iwenty-two 
iKllioot.  In  1830  and  '31  we  curtailed  our  expenditure^ 
and  autborixcd  loan*  to  Ibe  atnount  of  eight  million*. 
No  wiie  financier  will  tamper  with  a  revenue  depend- 
ing, ai  ours  doe*,  on  the  vioiaKtude*  of  Ihe  natural,  com- 
mercisl,  and  political  world. 

Without,  Mr.  Chairman,  taking  into  view  Ihe  de- 
ficiency in  our  revenue  which  may  exist  hereafter,  what 
i(the  present  condition  of  our  finance*  which  authorize* 


available  means  the  stock  in  the  Bank  of  tbe  UnilMl 
Slates.  Of  that  itock  #619,000  belong*,  not  to  tbe  Oor- 
ernment,  but  to  Ihe  navy  pension  fund.  It  i*  not  drawn 
from  your  Treasury,  but  from  the  pay  of  your  offioer% 
seamen,  and  nurines,  to  provide  peniioni  for  InvaKda 
and  for  the  widow*  and  orphans  of  those  who  msy  die  in 
the  serrice.  We  can  expect  little  Juilice  from  an  insti- 
tution which  would  divide  tbe  premium  on  tbe  stack 
belunginglDinch  a  fund  among  the  capitalists  of  this  and 
other  countriei.  If  the  widows'  and  orpbana'  fund  ia 
excluded  from  all  partition  in  the  benefit*  of  tbe  new 
parlncrahip,  Ooverniaent  ha*  no  reason  to  expect  Justice 
unless  tbrough  theavenuesofcbaneery.  We  shall  want 
that  fund  long  before  it  will  be  received  into  the  Treas- 
ury. We  had  In  the  Trcaiury  on  Ibe  lit  of  January 
last,  of  available  iunda,  #3J,J3S.&M  (» 

The  appropriations  autho- 
rized prior  to  that 
dite,  but  not  expended, 
amounted  to  #9,31(^575'  79 

From  this  is  lobe  deduct- 
ed Ihe  amount  applica- 
ble to  the  expenailurea 
of  1836,  and  the  amount 
to  be  Innsfetred  to  tb« 
Mirplu*  fund,  -      838,390  40 


«17,U1.70S  $3 


From  thi^  it  iilheonstom  ofthe  Treasury 
to  deduct  for  cisinu  on  acooiiDtof  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  (iinded 
and  unfunded  debt. 


In  ipeaking  of  the  balance  in  the  TreawuT,  we  cooaur 
with  gentlemen  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to  une» 
pended  approprialionit  but  we  must  recollect  that  th« 


tributed  or  applied  to  other  objects,  we  bad  in  tbfl 
Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January  hat,  but  about  aevanteen 
nilliDM  of  dollsni  the  above  statement  beingmade  froA 
Ihe  corrected  aooount*  in  the  Treasury.  Tht  balamM 
in  the  Treasury  applicable  to  be  appr^riated  to  new 
objects  was  -  -  -  .    #1^850,914 

The  ordinary  appropriations 
lor  1836  amounted  to  -  9ir.SlS,9S3 

Tbe  eztraordinily  sppropri- 
alions  for  1836,  for  fortiflca- 
tioni,  navy,  arming  foKifica- 
tions,  tec.,  without  including 
any  new  work,  and  excluding 
a  large  amount  reported,         -     7,000,000 

Eitimate  for  the  Seminole 
war,  includlnj;  93,130,000  al- 
ready appropriated,  4,W0,000 

Additional  appropriations  in 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill 
already  passed  the  House,    -  607,350 

Instalmcm*  of  the  #1, 500,000 
franc*  due  under  the  French 
treaty,  and  payable  in  1836,   -  335,000 

Three  per  cent,  to  the 
States  on  the  nelt  mIcs  of  pub- 
fio  lands  -  -         500,000 

Debt  of  Ihe  corporation*  of 
Ihe  District,  paiaca  tbe  Senate 
and  will  pas*  the  House.         -     3,175,000 

For  Ihe  cxecutioB  of  ladian 
treatica,  according  to  a  ittte- 
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nwnt  of  Ibe  W>r  Depariment, 
indudlntr  ■ppnmriatioiii  added 
to  tbe  loditn  bin,         •         -  % 


3i,S39^ 


■Iready  iriapUau  of 
n  or  ibe  Umaa,  and 


In  tha  roregdnK  itatcawnt  ofcztraDrdinu^  appropr'ta- 
tioo*  and  clumi  on  the  TreaMrjr,  Dotbing'  b  incladed  for 
nor  rortiBcatioiu,  or  Tor  the  prgapecl'iTe  increaae  of  tbs 
navji  for  nncellaneou)  eUinn  and  appropriitioni  au- 
Iboriied  hy  Congreatt  for  anj  addiikin  to  the  armjr  or 
topoyrapbicd  corpi)  for  the  regiment  of  dragoons  aod 
tbe  Tolunteer  ompt  oTten  tbouaand  inani  aor  ii  any  aum 
catimated  foi  tbe  »peue  »tuch  awi'  nan  become  tit- 
■oaMrjr  on  tbe  rroatier  at  Tczaa.  Wbat  all  Iheie  may 
•Bounl  to  it  it  not  poMifale  now  to  catioMle.  It  ia  not 
intended  to  be  undentood  (hat  all  theie  will  be  required 
for  tbeeerrice  of  laSS.  Tbeatatement  iamade  toihoir 
what  are  tbe  probable  ehargca  agunit  tbe  Mirplui  on  the 
ill  of  Jtaua^  Uit,  and  the  amonnt  which  ma;  be  re- 
ccircd  mto  tlie  Treawrj  during  tbe  preaent  fear.  It  ia 
ImMMMble  to  anticipate  what  may  be  tbe  revenue  for 

1830.     Bhould  rtie  ipirit  of  iHculal'*-    ' 

beted  till  1837.  tbe  rereinie  of  the  pi 
(hat  of  the  paat  jreart  bvt  there  are  al 
«xtrcne  preawre  in  Tarioua  qnartera 
we  beer  of  trantfers  of  tpecie.  Tbe  cutting 
of  ceMDwnaal  apeoulatioo  and  credit  ia  too  great  lo  au- 
(horiie  *nT  expectation  that  the  preMure  far  money  will 
eeaae.  The  trade  and  bank*  of  the  CDuntrr  bare  not 
been  kept  lo  clieck,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  at  in  ISS4. 
'Neither  (he  Bank  of  the  United  Statet,  nor  all  the  binkt 
in  tbe  Dnion,  can  now  affard  relief  by  eatending  their 
butinei*  at  they  did  in  1834.  There  ii,  indeed,  but  one 
Remedy  for  an  Dtrertntdingnationiand  when  that  arrivca, 
whether  in  tbii  year  or  (be  next,  when  the  enormoiialjr 
upanded  debit  of  the  eountry  are  to  be  reduced,  or 
-caneelled,  prieei  miiat  decline,  and  our  revenue  from 
catloiM  and  public  land*  niuat  toddenlr  give  way. 

WbaUver  ma;  be  tbe  turplut  on  the  lit  of  January 
next,  it  will  all  be  required  to  diichargs  the  actual  lia- 
bifitiet  of  tbe  Treaaorr,  and  to  provide  even  for  a  tmall 
porlion  of  inditpeoMhle  meaMirea  of  defencei  and,  at  to 
the  year  followinr  the  next,  tbete  It  little  prolnbility 
Ibtt  oar  rccdpta  Bwn  cuitomt  aod  land*  will  be  equti 
to  the  expenditure*  of  Qovemment,,  without  an  addition 
'to  tbe  tariS*. 

Such  it  tbe  eondition  of  our  finanoet  and  the  proapect 
before  ii«,  when  weareealledupon  onalltidea  todittrib- 
ule  the  turplui  revenue  lo  an  amount  which  irould 
baoknipt  our  Treawry.     Tbli  ii  the  third  time  when  an 

'~wiM  Treasury  hat   threatened  to  chanm  **^ 

er  of  our  Goveniment.      In  thnte  yean  of  ■ 


charMterdl 


In  thnae  yean  of  creat 


ra 


gentienen  of  both  partlet  tud  their  projecta  for 
rridoftbeaurplua.     At  the  cloae  of  180B  we  had 


intiie  Treaairy — ai 
dable  attbattiOM  than  thirlymiltiontwouldbenow.  We 
were  aavcd  at  that  critit  by  war — a  calamity  infinitely 
le«a  ditattroui  in  it*  permanent  cITectt  upon  our  Qovem- 
mentthantbc  meaaure  propoted.  AttlHcloBeaft816 
we  had  remaining  of  our  Ihlrly^eix  milliom  of  revemie, 
from  cnatomt  tlone,  twenty-two  miltioni,  cqoal  to  forty 
million*  at  the  preaent  time.  We  ctcaped  then  by  beinr 
oompclted,  in  1B30  and  1831,  to  rcaort  lo  the  mott  rigid 
economy,  aitd  (o  borrow  tome  aeven  or  eight  million*. 
1  trutt  (bat  (hit  conuitution  will  bo'iavrd  a  third  time, 
ootwitbitanding  thit  powerful  combination  againtt  the 
Treaiury.  lamnotiurpTi«ed,*ir, toteelhemanufactDring 
capiialiK  lealoualf  contending  for  a  dittribution  of  the 
turplu*  iwrenoei  nor  am  I  to  tee  the  gentlmian  ham 
Tiffnut  [Hr.   Hnaoix]  and  bit  jwaciattt,  who  have 


altray*  advocated  federal  poweri  but  I  am  lo  tee  tome  of 
thote  who  to  recently  brouKhl  our  Union  to  the  Ttrn 
of  dittolution,  in  juitly  rcaiating,  however  wrong  thnr 
meaniret,  a  mott  oppreitive  tyitem  of  lizttion — I  am 
lorpriaed  lo  tee  the  nme  gentlemen  wlibiiig  to  tecure, 
through  the  medium  ofa  eomtitutionil  ametidment,  and 
to  fix  forever  upon  tbe  country,  thit  tariff  in  diiguitet 
for,  lir,  let  diit  propotition  ataume  what  form  it  may,  it 
inBritibly  retuitt  in  an  increaae  and  dittribution  of  your 
revenue  from  cuitoma. 

Nor,  Mr,  am  I  lets  attonithed  to  tee  tome  of  tbe  mott 
rigid  conttruclionitt*  to  alarmed  al  the  turplna  revenue 
at  to  unite  acaloutly  in  thit  aaaault  upon  the  Trottary. 
Oendemen  whoae  conttitutional  temple*  would  not  per. 
mlt  them  to  vote  a  dollar  for  a  ligfat-houae  to  nva  tbe 
marioer  from  periahing  on  our  eoatt  amldtt  the  ttormi  of 
midntKbt,  are  now  ready  to  empty  the  foderal  TrcaMiry 
and  dittribute  it  among  the  Statet.  They  are  ready  to 
violate  the  tolemn  pledge  of  the  Congreta  of  the  coa- 
federation  in  1780,  before  tn  acre  of  Iheie  landt  waa 
ceded,  that  (her  thould  "  bo  d>>po)ed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benifit  of  the  United  Statu  to  be  lettled  and 
formed  Into  dittinct  republican  Statet,"  and  to  abro^le 
(he  compact*  with  New  York  in  1783,  and  Virginia  in 
1784,  by  which  tbete  land*  were  ceded  "  at  a  common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  tbe  United  Statet,"  to 
he  ■■ftithrullyandao>u/Uc  ditpoted  for  that  purpote, 
and  for  no  other  nte  or  purpoae  whataoever."  They 
■re  eager  to  annul  the  compact!  with  Maaaaehuaetti, 
Connectieul.and  South  Carolina,  in  17B5,  'Sand  T|  with 
North  Carolina  in  1789i  and  Bnally  with  Georgia  in  1803. 
The  purpoa^  lir,  for  which  theae  landt  were  ceded  are 
not  onlf  ttipulated  In  tbete  compacta,  bnt  they  are  fully 
explained  by  the  Sth  article  of  the  confederation  to  be 
for  "  all  the  cbal^rt  of  war,  and  all  other  expenses  that 
■hall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  general 
welfare."  It  never  wm  oontempltted  (hat  the  proceed* 
of  thrte  landi  ihould  in  any  manner  be  applied  to  the 
local  expenditure*  of  (be  Statea;  and  had  a  provition  for 
such  a  diilribution  been  (hen  inaiitad  upon,  the  new 
conBti(ution  would  have  been  formed,  at  the  old  con- 
federation was,  without  (be  c«t\on  of  an  lerc  of  thcM 
bnd*.  Gentlenten  attempt  to  mike  a  distinction  between 
the  revenue  from  custotns,  from  landt  ceded  by 
the  Btatet,  and  from  thote  acquired  hj  purchase  from 
France  and  Spain.  Sir,  every  dollar  in  your  Treasury 
is  tecurcd  by  the  Hune  constitutional  guardsi  tbe  reve- 
nue* of  the  confederation  and  (be  lands  ceded  to  it  wen 
all  for  the  same  common  and  confederated  purposes. 
If  there  be  a  distinction,  it  is  in  hvor  of  the  tnoncy* 
arising  from  the  proceed*  of  tbe  lands  ceded  by  the 
Staler  guarantied  a*  they  are  by  compacia  more  ancient 
than  the  oonttitutionittelf,  and  which,  in  itrict  good  faith, 
cannot  be  cancelled  even  bf  a  conttitutional  amendntenl. 

We  have,  tUo,  among  the  advocate*  of  di*tributioa, 
however  strange  it  may  appear,  tome  of  the  mott  decided 
eneraiet  of  consoUdation  and  letlous  advocatet  of  tba 
rights  of  the  Siatea.  A  more  fiul  metKirc  to  tbe  States, 
or  a  more  certain  one  to  effect  consolidation,  could  not 
be  devited.  Should  we  once  commence  dittribution, 
we  should  have  nir  lobhie*  filled,  scBson  after  session, 
with  commitleet  of  yo«r  Legislatures,  humbly  present- 
ing their  Stale  memorkls,  petitioning  for  an  increase  of 
the  foderal  fund  for  dislribulioni  praying  Cungren  for 
■n  increaae  of  our  tarilT  and  for  the  more  rapid  nie  of 
the  public  landat  milliont  of  acre*  would  be  aitpoted  of 
by  contract  to  awell  the  distribution  fund.  If  eu*toin* 
and  public  landt  both  failed  lo  answer  the  urgent  pe- 
titions of  the  Ststes,  you  would  have  memorials  to  re- 
store the  public  deb(;  attd'  if  that  was  not  sufflcient,  a 
charter  of  a  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  would  be  di(- 
po*ed  of  for  ten  million*  more,  for  tbe  purpose  of  dia- 
tribgUon.    Onoe  eommenoe  Ibia  revoluttonary  propori- 
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tioa  in  maf  form,  and  it  *t  once  heeomd  the  periMnent 
policy  uf  the  Governmeiit.  Tour  L«^>htum  will  be 
wen  icrtnibling  for  the  plunder  oryourTreuuryicTery 
,  offioer,  State  ind  fedenl,  rroni  the  bigheat  (o  the  low- 
Mt,  would  depend  for  hli  bread  oo  ■  comnion  Treaaury. 
Your  GoKniora  would  becoiDB  mere  viceroyi,  and 
four  Stales  would  be  degraded  (o  Ihe  condition  of  pmr- 
moet.  We  ahould  bear  no  more  oT  State  right*  Iben, 
•ir.  The  gentleman  froni  Tennenee  would  then  realtze 
b'u  deacriptlon  of  a  "^reat  central  moneyed  power," 
controlling  and  com^ptieg  erery  brineb  of  your  State 
■od  Federal  QoTemcoenta.  Tour  "  State  /^mblie*" 
would  then,  indeed,  become,  •■  he  myt,  "llie  nipple 
aiiid  conTenient  inatrumenU  of  the  feoeral  Eiecutire, 
and  be  prottituted  to  purpoaea  of  rEdenlpoweranddom- 
Hr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  who  are  friendly  to  the 
defeoeei  of  our  country  cannot  go  for  the  diilribution 
of  the  nirplui  among  the  Slatea.  We  hare  not  the 
meana  to  do  both.  Be  your  nirplua  wb*l  it  may,  you 
cannot  execute  one  half  of  the  mealurei  of  defence 
which  are  admitted  on  all  bandi  to  be  indiapenaable. 
Sir,  the  queation  of  public  defence  !•  no  party  queaiion. 
It  >•  not  a  measure  ezcIuuTely  of  thia  aJspiniii ration, 
Dotwitbatanding  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneaaee,  about  the  new  and  eitr«Tagant  meaaurea 
which  were  proposed  by  the  party  now  in  power. 
Every  gentleman  who  has  diacuased  the  question  of  our 
eurpluB  revenue  haa  admitted  the  defencenesi  condition 
of  our  country,  and  avowed  himself  an  advocate  of  effi- 
oienl  meaaurea  of  defence.  The  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Eviaa,]  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  MancaB,]  and  even  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  binuelf,  ha*  decUred  bimself 
ready  to  vote  far  liberal  appropriations  for  the  navy,  and 
for  such  foniGcations  aa  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  the  country.  He  has  reprobated,  justly  reprobated, 
our  utterly  defenceless  condition.  Walt,  sir,  if  gentle- 
men are  in  earneiti  if,  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  we  are 
•II  delermiDed  to  unite  and  to  execute  these  necessary 
meaaurea  of  defence,  where,  let  me  ask  gentlemen, 
.  whether  we  dialribute  any  portion  of  our  surplus  or  not, 
where  are  we  to  get  the  millions  which  will  be  required 
to  £niih  any  one  branch  of  our  public  defence  to  tbe 
extent  proposed .'  We  have  estimate!  amounting  to 
more  than  sixty  milliona  for  forliScationa.  I  concur 
with  gentlemen  in  the  impolicy  of  attempting  to  line  our 
estenuve  coast  from  Hezioo  to  Canada  with  fortilica- 
tlona,  of  engigii^  in  enormous  and  usclesi  expenditures 
for  defending  every  inlet  and  river.  But,  air,  strike  out 
the  whole  of  these  superfluous  works;  confine  youraelf ' 
works  now  in  cooslruction,  and  to  others  which  are  «> 
milted  to  be  indiapenaable,  snd  the  least  amount  which 
will  he  required  would  be  equal  to  the  whole  of  our 
surplus  revenue.  But  look  at  the  condition  of  the  farti- 
Gcationa  already  constructed.  In  Boston  not  a  gun  can 
be  fired.  In  New  Turk,  where  we  ought  to  have  three 
hundred  cannon  mounted,  we  have  sixty.  At  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  we  should  have  two  hundred,  we  have 
but  furly-tbree.  In  New  Orleans,  instead  of  one 
hundred,  we  hare  twelve. 
The  inspector  general  siys: 

"  More  than  a  thousand  heavy  gunt  and  carriagea 
must  be  mounted  before  our  principil  cities  could  be 
considered  in  any  thing  tike  a  defensible  condition]  and 
in  case  of  war  with  a  foreign  Fower,  the  armament  con- 
lempUted  would  require  to  be  greatlvincreased."  "All 
of  whichi'Mieadds,  "is  required.  Independent  of  the  sr> 
msment  necessary  fur  the  defence  of  the  len  important 
cities  and  towns  on  the  seacoast." 

And  what  amount  wilt  your  navy  require?    The  mvy, 
air,  hat  been  the  moat  neglected  branch  of  our  puhfic 
'  defence,  consideringiti  importance,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  Government  to  the  preient  time.    It  wat 


not  until  '98,  under  a  much-denounced  adminiatpatiaii, 
that  it  waa  permitted  to  become  an  independent  Depart- 
ment. It  haafougbt  its  wayintotbe  confidence  of  every 
adminittralion,  and  bs*  become  the  liivorite  of  alt  partlet. 
On  this  branch  of  our  defence  we  have  but  one  voicei 
and  yet,  sir,  look  at  ita  condition.  1  would  not  d^rade 
our  country  by  inatituting  a  compariaon  between  the 
navy  of  the  United  Statea  and  that  of  Great  Britain  or 
France.  I  would  not  diigrtce  it  by  comparing  it  even 
with  the  fleet  of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt 

Our  navy  ia  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  in  no  degree  corresponds  with  our  relative 
maritime  power,  or  our  rank  among  nation*.  H  ia  not 
strong  enough  to  form  snv  part  of  our  coast  defence  in 
case  of  war,  nor  to  discipline  our  officers  in  time  uf 
peace.  We  should  bare  a  small  force  on  our  own  coa^t, 
of  which  our  ofEcers  know  too  little;  a  eonaiderable  in- 
creaae  in  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  also  in  tbe  FaciSc- 
In  the  event  of  war  with  a  maritime  Fowcr,  in  the 
absence  of  a  ttrong  force  in  the  Pacific,  the  firM  ascri- 
fice  would  be  our  whale  trade,  with  ten  thousand  of 
the  moat  effective  maiiaera  in  the  world.  We  cannot 
employ  our  surplus  revenue  more  wisely  than  in  increas- 
ing thit  moat  powerful  arm  of  our  defence.  Tbe  eati- 
maiet  of  our  Navy  Commiasioners  amount  to  twenty- 
three  millions,  and,  with  aome  additions  and  allowance* 
for  estimates,  will  probably  read)  forty  milliona,  which 
would  all  be  required,  and  abould  be  expended,  when- 
ever it  ia  compatible  with  other  interests  and  the  condi- 
tion of  our  Treasury, 

Are  we  to  make  no  proviNOo,  sir,  for  our  inland  and 
equally  defenceless  frontiers?  Can  we,  at  the  moment 
we  are  called  upon  to  dialribute  our  surplua  revenue — 
can  we  estimate  within  ten  milliona  the  amount  that  Inay 
be  required  within  twelve  months  to  protect  our  coun- 
trymen in  Florida,  Louinana,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri' 
Sir,  while  every  heart  is  quivering  with  agony  at  the 
horrid  masaacre  of  our  countrymen  by  the  Seminole*,  I 
cannot  be  startled  by  the  spectre  of  a  itanding  army, 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Our  frontiers 
must  be  protected,  cost  whst  it  may.  We  have  one 
Indian  war  on  our  bands,  and  before  three  month*  we 
nuy  have  another'. 

1  wish,  *ir,  to  eicite  no  alaroi  of  war,  but  I  do  with 
to  alarm  gentlemen  who  would  empty  our  Treaaury  at 
a  crisis  like  tbe  present.  I  wish  them  to  examine  well 
the  war  cloud  that  bangs  over  our  Southern  border.  We 
shall,  1  know,  respect  the  rights  of  nitioni,  and  en- 
deavor to  maintain  our  neuiralily.  But,  lir,  that  war  is 
not  to  be  determined  in  a  single  campaign — no  matter 
which  parly  may  conquer,  tbe  war  will  be  renewed,  tnd 
continued  to  long  as  Mexico  struggles  for  dominion  over 
Texts.  On  the  one  tide,  Ihe  tide  of  emigration  tela  in 
Ihal  direction)  on  tbe  other,  they  have  mean*,  supplier 
and  disciplined  troops.  We  msy  avoid  being  involved 
in  that  controveriy,  hut  ia  there  nothing  in  the  character 
of  the  parties;  nothing  in  tbe  position  of  the  wiri  noth- 
ing in  the  hostile  dispotilion  of  the  Indian  tribei,  who 
may  be  easily  excited  to  war;  nothing  in  the  movemenla 
wiibih  our  own  border*,  which  no  proclamation  of 
neutrality  can  control?  la  there  not  danger  that  otir 
territory  may  be  violaledf  Are  all  these  circumalaocet 
nothing*  la  thi*  a  critia  when  our  turplui  tbould  be 
dialribuled?  I  btve  great  cunfidence,  sir,  in  this  admin- 
istration, especial)}'  in  Ihe  management  of  our  foreign 
relatioriaj  but  if  we  ultimately  escape  being  involved  in 
some  way  in  thia  conleti,  they  will  deaerve  credit  for 
extraordinary  tkill  and  ability.  Mexico  cannot  perma- 
nenlly  maintain  her  dominion  over  that  province,  and 
ahe  will  not  aurrenderil  without  a  lung  struggle.  What- 
ever may  be  Ihe  result  of  the  campaign,  or  (he  duration 
of  tbe  contest,  no  one  cm  etlinute  the  amount  which  will 
be  required  for  tbe  proteclioa  of  that  frontier.    We 
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■hould  have  at  thi«  *ei7  monent  ■  force  there  uifBcient 
to  enmmand  the  r«*peet  of  both  putk*— to  prerent  our 
territory  Trom  being  ttoltited,  and  to  protect  our  couii' 
tiymen  from  the  contequenee  of  the  wnge  wtr  tetwlly 
nlitinr  on  that  frontier. 

IThiTe  tuch  IB  the  conditton  of  thingi  it  hone,  whit 
!■  the  political  iipectabroad'  Wc  kc  *1I  Europe  con- 
Tcrtedinlo  >  camp,  where  two  millibni  of  troopi  atand 
read;  for  war — we  tee  two  great  alliancM  eonlcndiiiKi 
not  onljr  ai  of  old,  for  the  balance  of  po>er,  but  ^ 
ha«ti1e  principle*  of  governraentt   preparing,  evidently 

freparing,  wr  ■  general  war  on  that  continent  Wben- 
ver  it  comes,  on  we  escape  ipoliationi  on  our  com- 
netiie — can  we  aToid  being  involved  in  itf  We  may, 
lir,  avoid  bolbj  by  promptly  and  vigorously  attending  to 
(be  defence!  of  our  country,  and  by  increaaing  our  navy. 
Let  ul  diicbarge  tbete  ewential  dutiea,  and  we  ahall  not 
■gain  have  our  fl^  inanlted,  our  commerce  plundered, 
and  out  countrv  dW^ccd  by  inraaion.  Let  u«  attend 
to  our  DationaT  defence!,  and  we  ahall  preaerva  tran- 
qutllily  at  home,  and  cauae  our  flag  to  be  rctpected  in 
every  quarter  of  Ibe  globe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  auch  ia  the  atate  of  our  iflainathome, 
•ucb  the  proapect  abroad)  and  yet,  sir,  we  have  gen- 
tlemen, diatinguished  aa  (tafewnen,  and  flnanciera  of 
grnit  experience  and  reputation,  contending  zealouily 
and  eloquently  for  k  diatribution  of  our  lurplua  revenue, 
at  the  very  momenl  Ihey  tell  ua  they  are  ready  (o  make 
the  moat  liberal  approprialioni  now  and  proapectively 
for  our  national  defence*.  I.el  me  entreat  gentlemen  to 
pauae — let  me  entreat  (hem  not  to  iquander  our  reve- 
nue at  a  criali  like  the  preaent.  The  amount  of  our  nir- 
plua,  however  high  it  miy  go  before  tbe  tide  of  revenue 
■ubiide*,  wiH  not  diicharge  exiating  claim*  upon  Gov- 
ernnMnt,  and  complete  even  a  part  of  the  meaaurea  pro- 
poaed — meaaurea  indi«penaable  to  our  defence.  We  are 
ftt  tbia  moment  merely  anticipating  the  collection  of  our 
revenue — we  are  approaching  a  aerie*  of  year*  when 
(he  reoeipta  from  cuUonu  and  public  land*  will  aearcely 
equal,  if  they  do  not  fall  below,  tlie  amount  neceaaaty  to 
defray  Ibe  ordinary  expenaea  of  our  Government.  I 
hope,  nr,  under  auch  circomslancea,  we  tbalt  not  dia- 
(ribute  our  aurplui,  but  that  we  aball  huaband  our  re- 
*ource*,  Tcaerve  ■  portion  lo  meet  any  deSciency  which 
may  occur  hereaner,  and  appropriate  tbe  remainder, 
wiih  a  wiie  economy,  to  meaturea  indispenaable  for  our 
national  defence. 

Mr.  BELL  aaid  he  did  not  riie  to  enter  into  the  wide- 
range  of  debate  indulged  in  by  Ibe  gentleman  from  New 
Yorl,  [Ur.  CmaxLiss.]  1  have  too  recently  (aaid 
Hr.  B.}  occupied  the  attention  of  tlie  committee  in  a 
aimilar  coune  of  romark*  myailf,  lo  authorize  me  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  commitlee  again,  until  other 
gentlemen  who  deaire  (o  be  beard  aliall  have  bad  an  op- 
porlunily  of  delivering  their  aentimenta.  I  only  deaire, 
at  thi*  time,  to  reply  to  aome  of  the  rrmarka  of  tbe  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cj,iaBaELiiiB,]  which  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  rather  personal  towardi  myielf. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Tort,  af\er  quoting  from 
my  remarks  made  upon  a  late  occaalon,  what  I  had  aaid 
aa  to  the  lime  when  the  regular  appropriation  billg  tor 
the  lupport  and  improvement  of  tbe  military  defence*  of 
the  country  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Mean*  at  the  preaent  (eu'-on,  and  further  a* 
to  the  time  they  were  auffered  lo  remain  upon  the  table 
unacted  on,  proceeded  to  contrail  the  action  of  the 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Meant  of  the  preaent  Congreia, 
In  thia  ratpecl,  with  what  bad  been  done  by  the  aame 
committee  at  former  aeaiion*  of  Congre**,  and  concluded 
by  declaring  that  my  charge  igalnat  him  wat  unfounded. 
1  deiire  to  know  if  the  gentleman  means  to  aay  that  Ihe 
beta  stated  by  me,  in  Hie  apeech  to  which  he  alluded, 
were  not  founded  in  (rath. 


[Mr.  CiwaBatxra  taid  that  he  meant  to  aay  that  tbi 
charge  of  nefjleot  made  against  the  Committee  of  Way* 
and  Meana,  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Tenneasee,  in  not 
reporlinr  the  billi  referred  to  before  Ibe  close  of  thA 
month  of  December,  *a*  not  well  foundedi  and  be  had 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana  of  former 
Congrene*  to  ihow  that  tho«e  bills  bad  not  uaoally  bee* 
reported  at  ao  early  a  day  aa  they  had  been  reported  a% 
the  present  session.] 

Mr.  fiiLt,  resumed.  Neither  in  my  apeech  delivered 
in  this  House,  nor  in  any  printed  report  of  that  speech, 
did  I  make,  or  auihorize  tu  he  made,  any  charge  of  the 
description  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman.  Myitalemeot 
waa  bimply  that  those  bills  for  the  lupport  and  improve- 
ment of  the  military  defencea  of  the  country  had  not 
been  reported  until  nearly  a  month  after  the  meeting  of 
Congressf  and  that,  after  they  were  reported,  they  were 
auffered  lo  sleep  upon  the  table  more  than  a  month  be- 
fore Ihey  were  aeriouily  moved  in  tbe  Huuaei  and  1 
inferred,  fhim  Ibis  fact,  that  the  gentUman  from  New 
York,  and  hi*  political  associate*,  could  not  have  had  any 
serious  apprehenaion*  of  a  war  w'lth  France.  It  wa*  only 
under  the  peculiar  public  exigency  *lleged  by  the  gen< 
tiemen  themselves  lo  exist  at  tlie  commencement  of  the 
aeinon,  that  any  blame  could  attach  to  tbe  committee  for 
not  reporting  and  acting  upon  those  bill*  at  an  earlier 
day,  I  could  not  believe  that  gentlemen  were  «ne«re 
in  their  professions  as  to  their  fears  of  a  war  with  France, 
when  they  were  well  apprized  of  the  defenceleaa  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  and  yet  delayed  to  report  tho*e  billa 
until  Ihe  close  of  the  month  of  December,  and  &iled  to 
move  their  consideration  in  the  House  until  the  9th  of 
February  following!  I  yet  believe,  nr,  that  the  gertie- 
men  had  no  fears  of  war,  a>  their  conduct  would  have 
been  very  different  in  reiiard  to  thoie  l>illa. 

But  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  Cavixttxra] 
baa  thought  proper  to  review  my  course  upon  tbe  naval 
appropriation  bill,  and  to  insinuate  motives  different  &oid 
those  wbicb  I  avowed,  «nd  widely  different  from  those 
which  actually  governed  me.  He  ba*  also  thought 
proper  to  impute  to  the  minority  the  cauae  of  the  delay 
which  occurred  in  paning  that  bill.  Me  ha*  atao  allu- 
ded to  that  delay  a*  extraordinary,  and  tbe  whole  tenor 
of  hi*  remark*  i*  calculated  to  give  support  and  curob- 
oration  to  the  mi  srep  resent  all  ons  which  nave  found  their 
way  into  the  public  journsls  on  this  subject. 

[Mr.'CAKBaxLina  laid  he  wished  tbe  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  not  to  understand  him  a*  innnuating  mora 
thin  be  *tatcdi  he  had  imputed  no  motive*)  he  had  only 
atated  the  part  taken  by  that  gentleman  on  tbe  na*^ 
appropriation  bill,  and  be  conaidered  it  extraordinary,} 

Mr.  BxLL  resumed.  I  am  aware  that  the  course  and 
mannera  of  the  gentleman  are  perPeclty  parliamentary) 
he  imputes  no  motives,  but  he  makes  such  a  statement 
of  facts  and  ciroumstancea  from  which  the  only  rational 
deduction  would  be,  that  my  course  had  been  founded 
upon  most  improper  and  unworthy  motive*.  In  replyiiw 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  I  fi:et  myself  called 
upon,  and  fully  justified  in  noticing  the  slatemenia  of  the 
official  journal  printed  in  thi*  city  (the  Globe)  upon  thia 
subject.  They  are  of  the  aame  character  with  Ihe  infer- 
ence  which  must  be  drawn  from  the  statement*  of  the 
gentleman,  if  tbey  are  not  corrected.  If  thi*  were  the 
caae  of  ordinary  newapaper  itatemenla,  I  would  not  feel 
myielF  called  upon  to  notice  them.  Under  other  cir- 
cumstances, I  would  permit  them  to  nats  unnoticed  hr 
me,  perfectly  willing  to  abide  their  effect  upon  an  inlel- 
ligent  people)  but,  sir,  the  paper  tn  which  I  allude  ia 
the  ref^lar  organ  and  channel  through  which  the  view* 
of  Ihe  Executive  and  of  the  party  in  power  in  thia  coun- 
try are  declared  and  proclaimed  to  tbe  country.  It  ia 
supported  artd  sustained  by  the  patronage  of  every  de- 
partment of  Ihe  QoTcmment,  and  it  also  receives  the  pat- 
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ronage  of  thii  Hoom.  The  publiAen  *nd  editon  of  tbii 
paper  are  the  oilicen  of  Hut  HouiCi  (hey  are  tbe  print- 
er! or  Ibis  Haute,  cboMn  by  «  large  majority  of  ' 
■embers.     Tbe  repreaenti' 


thoritv.  The  Executive  and  tbia  branch  of  the  national 
Legtilalure,  in  (he  general  and  public  estimation,  stand 
pledged  Tor  (heir  accuracy.  But  what  ia  of  slJl  more 
importance  to  thoee  whose  cuurae  in  Ibis  House  ii  oiit- 
represented  by  (his  journal,  hondreds  and  IhouMndi  of 
its  number*,  containing  (be  groMcst  raisrepreaentaUons 
and  slanders  against  me  and  other  members  of  Ibis  House, 
•re.  franked  by  the  President  bioMelf,  and  distributed 
ater  the  country,  Scarcely  a  day  passes  in  vbiob  I  do 
not  refsctre  information,  by  letters,  of  tlie  eiiculation  of 
Ibis  journal  among  tbe  people  of  my  own  State,  and 
among  my  own  constituenli,  under  the  frank  of  the 
Prendent.  It  is  also  worthy  of  notice,  that  (his  paper 
is  daily  laid  upon  the  desks  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
members  of  tliis  HouM,  Bad  it  is  also  circulated  exten- 
sively under  (heir  frank.  I  kaow,  sir,  that  neilber  (he 
Preodent  n<M-  honorable  members  of  (his  House  in(end 
to  guaranty  the  truth  of  all  the  slalemcnta  to  be  found 
in  tbe  columns  of  (his  paper,  nor  do  I  consider  that  tbey 
ought  (o  be  beld  responsible  for  their  accuracy  t  but,  sir, 
the  effect  is  tlie  same  upon  those  who  are  availed  by 
falsehood  and  miire presentation.  The  people  cannot 
well  comprehend  that  gentlemen  high  in  official  rank, 
as  well  as  in  popular  favor,  AouM  so  industKuusIy  cir- 
culate, under  (lie  lanction  of  Ibeir  indiridual  tiffnalure* 
and  frank,  (he  numbersof  a  political  journal,  unleM  Ihcy 
sanction  and  credit  the  (tatemeots  contained  In  itt  and 
they  (hu«  pais  with  many  fur  the  truth.  Theae  state- 
ments, going  forlh  from  this  city  while  Congress  a  in 
session,  under  all  these  sanction!,  and  remaining  unan- 
awered  and  uncooliadictcd  by  (hose  who  are  misrepre- 
sented, have  a  degree  of  credit  awarded  Co  tbem,  wluch, 
under  otiier  circumitances,  would  not  attach  to  (hem.  1 
therefore  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  while  I  re- 
fer to  some  of  the  various  misrcpre*en(atlons  of  my 
course  upon  tbe  nSTy  bill,  which  liave  been  propagitcti 
through  (he  channels  of  (his  paper,  at  tbe  same  lime 
that  1  notice  the  statements  of  (he  gentleman  from  New 
York  upon  the  same  subjcel. 

Beaidea  (he  statement  of  the  Globe  (bat  I  bad  opposed 
all  sppniprialions  for  the  military  defences  of  the  coun> 
try,  at  a  lime  when  llie  country  was  in  danger  of  being 
involved  in  a  war  with  France,  which  1  have  noticed 
upon  a  former  occasion,  and  shown  (o  be  utterly  fslse,  I 
find  (he  following  stalement  in  that  journal  of  the  8ih  of 
Ibit  month  (April:)  ••  At  the  ihretbold  Hr.  Dell  (old 
his  friends  Ibai  [the  Houie  of  Representative!]  was  (he 
place  to  Bgilale  the  presidential  question,  and  so  (hey 
weni  on  President  making,  in  connexion  withlhe  navy 
yard  at  Portsmouth,  until  they  had  wssted  nearly  six 
weeks  of  the  seuion."  In  (he  number  of  (he  13th  of  Ihii 
month  will  be  found  Ihe  following  sentence:  "Not  con- 
tent with  speaking  against  time  for  six  weeks  (ogelber, 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  (he  ordinary  a])plopriatioii  bills, 
not  disliearlened  nor  asliamed  uf  having  a  >ix  weeks'  op- 
position tuttained  by  only  six  votca  on  yeas  and  nays  in 
support  of  bi)  proposition,  Ur.  Bell,  wbo  is  set  (o  work 
to  foil  the  buiinesi  of  (he  House  by  thuse  in  lesgue 
against  Ihe  administration.  Is  continually  devising  petly 
expedients  for  this  purpose."  In  the  same  paper  oftbe 
14(h  of  (bis  month,  "  the  finale,"  it  is  staled,  "  is  given 
of  Hr.  Bell'a  fifly-eight  days*  war  upon  the  navy  yard  at 
Purumoutli," 

These,  sir,  sre  the  repreaentations  of  the  official  jotir- 

nal  of  (he  Government,  and  Ihe  printers  to  Lhii  Uouae, 

in  relation  tn  my  course  upon  the  navy  bill.     I  now  pro- 

pofe  to  advert  biitfly  to  Ihe  hiitory  of  llie  progrcM  of 
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Ibis  bill  through  this  House,  and  the  pwl  1  actually  tank 
in  (he  proceedings  In  relation  to  it. 

The  Kentleman  from  New  York  [Hr.  CamaaaLtaa] 
has  on  (his  occasion  renewrd  hia  cl large  against  me,  (hat 
I  bad  atlempted  (o  retard  the  action  of  (hli  House  upon 
tlie  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the  country  at  a 
moment  when  we  were  in  danger  uf  being  involved  in  ■ 
war  witli  a  powerful  nation,  by  making  a  pmpontion  to 
act  upon  tbe  report  of  the  select  commillee  upon  (he 
rules  of  the  House.  I  did,  sir,  on  the  morning  of  the 
13lb  of  January,  Insiit  that  we  should  give  lome  conais- 
lency  to  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  tbit  Houie,  na  a  meaa< 
ure  essential  (o  the  despatch  of  husinen  and  tbe  wiidoin 
of  our  proceedings.  1  asked  for  one  hour — I  aiked  for 
one  day — for  (his  purpose,  before  we  (ook  up  (lie  appri>>  ' 
priatlon  billst  but  my  motion  failed  under  the  oppovtion 
of  (he  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CaxBBai.sKa.1 
Sir,  not  a  day,  not  an  hour,  could  be  spared  for  Itiat  pur> 
pose.  I  now  sffirm,  sir,  that  we  could  have  savvd  Ihe 
time  of  the  House,  we  could  have  saved  tbe  public  treas- 
ure. The  honor  and  character  of  the  House,  as  a  legis- 
lative body,  would  have  been  protected,  if  the  House 
bad  acceded  lo  my  proposition)  for,  sir,  your  journals 
now  exhibit  a  scene  of  inconustency  and  folly  which  de- 
grades tbe  country,  and  which  it  will  require  years  to 

The  ^ntleman  from  New  York  was  too  full  of  tha 
war  spirit  at  that  time  to  think  about  rules.  We  must 
remember  the  pomp  and  flourish  of  kanguage  and  man- 
ner wtilcb  the  genllemsn  employed  in  moving  the  ap- 
propriation bills,  on  tbe  13lb  ufjsnusry.  No  estimates 
tkad  been  fumlsliedj  but  he  was  a  man  wbo,  according 
to  his  own  dedaralion,  feared  no  reiponiibiliiy.  We 
were  in  danger  of  beinif  involved  in  a  war  with  France, 
and  Ihe  country  was  derencelcss.  He  was  ready  lo  daie 
every  thing  for  his  countrv  at  such  a  crisis,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly moved  an  amendment  of  two  millions  to  the 
bill  for  the  increase  of  tbe  navy.  1  am  sure  that  any 
stranger  in  llie  gullery  on  that  day,  wbo  bad  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  actual  state  of  our  relations  with  France, 
must  baveconcluded,  from  tbe  manner  of  (he  gentleman, 
that  the  country  would  certainly  be  involved  in  all  the 
horrors  of  wsr  in  thirty,  or,  at  most,  in  sixty  days.  Well, 
sir,  under  these  warlike  iiidicatioii*,  I  lubmllted,  with- 
out calling  even  for  a  division  of  Ihe  Housei  and,  al- 
though I  did  not  then  believe  there  was  any  f[round  lo 
apprehend  wsr,  yet,  as  the  gentleman  and  hi!  Irlenda 
had  access  to  sourcea  of  information  upon  (hat  subject 
which  were  not  within  my  reach,  I  yielded  lo  Ihe  pro- 
priety of  proceeding  with  the  appropriation  bllli(  and 
llie  navy  bill  was  taken  up  and  diiicussed  that  dxy. 
When  Ihe  House  assembled,  on  Ihe  next  day,  not  one 
of  all  iis  members,  except  those  who  were  in  thesecreta 
of  those  in  power,  could  have  imagined  that  any  other 
business  would  be  permitted  lo  take  precedence  of  Ibe 
navy  bill.  What,  tlien,  muit  have  been  our  surprise, 
when  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  upon  the  orders 
of  the  day  being  announced  from  the  Cbair,  rose  in  his 
place,  perfectly  composed  in  bis  manner,  and  asked  Ibe 
House  to  lake  up  the  bill  for  Ibe  relief  of  the  sufferer* 
by  fire  in  New  York!  I'hui,  in  a  single  day,  had  the 
gentleman  undergone  a  total  change  in  lili  opinions  upon 
the  propriety  of  immediate  action  upon  the  appropria- 
tion bills.  More  Ihan  two  thirds  of  Ihe  House  agreed  to 
the  gentleman's  propuiition,  and  Ibe  fire  bill  was  taken 
up  and  diacuued  upon  that  day.  Private  business  in- 
tervened on  Friday  and  Saturday  of  Ihit  week,  and  pe- 
titions and  other  infenor  business  occupied  the  Monday 
and  I'uesdsy  following-  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
the  3aih  and  21st  of  January,  the  fire  bill  was  again  dis- 
cusaedt  and,  on  Ihe  morning  of  ihe  32d,  llie  notorious 
resolution  of  the  gentletnan  from  Masaacbuiettt  [Mr. 
Auusa]  was  introduced,  and  all  the   businc"  ot  the 
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Houie  WM  made  1o  gire  wiy  to  tbit  retolution,  by  the 
vote  of  the  gentlenun  from  New  York  [tlr.  CxKaaBL- 
■■■]  and  all  hi*  political  frlendi  in  (he  Houae,  excepf 
l«o  or  three  very  at|^iou«  meinb«n  of  the  party. 
That  pmpositian  occupied  the  Houae  five  diy<i  and  it 
ao  happened,  by  the  concurrence  of  a  majori'y  of  Ihe 
Home,  that  other  meuurei  and  propotitioni  of  inferior 
importance  were  permilled  to  UMirp  the  place  of  the 
navy  bill,  until  the  9ih  of  Febru»ry — nearly  a  month 
•fker  Ihe  introduction  of  that  bill,  under  the  pompom 
circumitances  I  have  deicribed.  The  nivy  hill  wai  then 
diuuaied  in  the  arternoon  of  that  »nd  the  two  tbllowing 
daya,  vhen  it  had  lo  yield,  liril  to  private  billi,  and  then 
to  the  fire  bill  agilni  which,  with  other  buiinen  nf  mi- 
nor intireit,  coniumed  Ihe  time  of  the  Hauae,  under  the 
Mnction  of  a  majority  of  it>  mEinben,  until  the  3(1  day 
«f  Uarch,  when  the  ntry  bill  once  more  came  in  for  the 
aitention  of  the  Houie  during  a  portion  of  a  diy  which 
remained  after  ihe  coniideralion  of  ihc  fire  bill.  It  «u 
ditciiJued  inain  on  the  Sd  of  March,  when  it  hid,  ac- 
oording  lo  uog*,  to  yield  iti  pbce  to  bniineM  of  leta 
Interett  to  Ihe  puhlie.  So  important  did  it  appear  to 
the  party  about  thii  tinw,  to  act  upon  the  report  of  Ihe 
Commiitee  of  Electiona,  which  propoied  to  outt  Mr- 
Graham,  of  North  Carolina,  ind  pre  to  Mr.  Newhind 
bit  irit  in  this  Houie,  ihal  thii  queation  waf  given  a 
preference  over  the  navy  hill  by  the  vote  not  only  «rthe 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CjutaaiLiwa,]  but 
nearly  every  member  of  the  dominant  party  beiidri. 

From  the  3d  of  March  the  navy  bill  wai  no  further 
acted  ii[)on  until  the  15lh  of  thit  month,  when  Ihe  cnn- 
uderation  of  it  wai  returned  and  continued  durint;  that 
■nd  Ihe  two  uicceeding  daya,  againat  the  wiihei  of  ihe 
genilemin  from  New  York  [Mr.  CiaBaaLsnB]  and  hii 
poliiicul  friendi,  who  voted  at  matte  to  give  the  oonleit- 
ed  election  the  prefereneeon  each  of  those  diyi.  The 
navy  bill  va«  aKHin  taken  up  and-discuMed  on  two  dayi 
of  Ihe  Micceeding  week,  wlien  it  yielded  to  the  cnn- 
tetted  elecliun,  and  waa  not  taken  up  ajtiin  until  Wed- 
KMday  of  the  following  week,  when  it  wa*  diacuned  in 
Uie  iflem-ian  oftwo  lUya  more.  It  wai  again  taken  up 
•nd  cnniidered  on  the  3lh  and  6th  d*yi  or  April,  and  on 
Ihe  laat  day  it  waa  rcporlnl  to  Ihe  Rmiie  by  Ihe  Com- 
miit*e  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  alale  nf  the  Union.  Thui, 
air,  it  appear*  that  the  wliole  number  of  daya,  after  the 
13th  dny  of  January,  on  which  the  navy  l>ill  waa  tint 
Ikovrd,  uniilthe  6th  of  April,  ineluiive,  when  it  wai  re- 
ported to  the  Hniiar,  waa  only  fourteen!  and  if  we  ex- 
elude  one  day,  on  which  II  wai  taken  up  Juat  before  Ihe 
•djntimment  of  the  Houae,  and  after  the  day  had  been 
chiifly  Bontumed  by  other  buiinm,  the  whole  number 
of  davB,  on  which  thii  bill  wai  under  diicuuian  In  Cnm- 
mittc'e  of  Ihe  Whole,  will  be  reduced  to  thirteen!  After 
It  WBi  reported  to  the  Houie,  one  day  was  consumrd  in 
a  brief  diicuaaion  of  varioui  amendmenla,  and  in  laking 
quMlioni  by  yeai  and  nayi.  It  muat  alao  be  borne  in 
mind,  Ihal  Ihia  bill  wai  never  taken  up  for  diteunion 
Upon  any  on«  day,  until  t  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
sod  often  not  uniil  a  later  hoiiri  a.id  if  Ihe  real  parlia- 
inentary  lime  conaumed  In  the  diacuiiion  of  the  navy 
bill  while  in  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  be  computed,  it 
■will  be  found  that  Ihe  whnle  number  of  days  ia  much 
leai  than  I  have  Mated.  But  how,  lir,  wii  Ihe  remiin- 
dcr  nf  the  lime  of  Ihe  Ilouie  cnnaumed  between  the 
13ih  of  Januiry,  when  the  navy  bill  wit  fint  taken  up, 
and  the  6th  nf  April,  when  it  was  reported  from  Ihe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  wtiich  it  was  iliieuned?  I 
will  inform  ynu,  air.  Eleven  d>ya  were  taken  up  in  dia- 
cuiaing  the  bill  for  Ihe  relief  of  the  aufferen  by  Ihe  late 
fire  in  New  Y'lrki  five  daya  more  were  conaumed  in  ihe 
diwuaiion  of  the  reiblutiun  nf  the  gentleman  from  Hai- 
whutetli  [Mr.  ApiKa]  in  relation  lo  the  loM  of  Ihe  three 

Bullion  ipproprUtioD  of  the  bit  Congreu;  and  the  quet- 


Hon  of  the  contested  cleetioa  between  Hr-  Oraham  and 
Mr.  Newland  occupied  seven  daya-  Two  day*  which 
ought  to  have  been  appropriated  lo  the  consideration 
uf  public  business  were  loil  by  adjourning  Dverg  and 
who,  sir,  i>  mponsible  for  Ihe  priority  thus  given  to 
busineii  of  inferior  importance,  and  for  Ihewasteof  lime, 
at  a  period,  loo,  when  Ihe  country  i*  still  said  to  have 
been  eipoied  to  ttie  danger  of  war  with  a  powerful  nl- 
tion>  I  answer,  Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
CAKBHSLiaa]  and  hi*  political  friend*,  the  parly  in  th« 
majority  in'lhii  House.  These,  sir,  are  Ihe  responsble 
persons.  Their  names  will  be  fbund  recorded  with  greal 
unanimity  on  every  queation  in  fnvor  of  the  interferenee 
wiih  the  eonsideraiion  of  the  navy  bill  to  shich  I  have 
alluded,  It  will  be  seen,  from  ihe  itatement  I  have 
made  upon  this  subject,  that  the  navy  bill  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  New  York  fire  bill,  in  regard  to  the  liiM 
conaumed  in  the  diacuaaion  of  each,  of  three  days  enly. 
The  navy  bill  fourteen  day*,  and  ihe  fire  bill  eleven 
daya.  Let  this  simple  statement  of  facta  be  compared 
with  Ihe  representalion  of  the  Globe.  I  have  been  re- 
peatedly charged  in  Ihe  columns  of  Ihal  paper  with  hav- 
ing cauaed  a  waste  of  six  weeks  of  the  time  of  the  UouMt 
in  Ihe  discussion  of  the  mnlian  tubmitled  by  me  in  rela- 
tion to  the  navy  ysrd  at  Fortinuulh.  In  another  num- 
ber of  the  lame  in&moiii  journal,  it  is  ilaied  that  fifty- 
eight  daya  were  eonaumed  by  me  and  the  friends  with 
whom  I  act  in  this  House,  in  a  war  upon  that  navy  yard) 
when,  in  truth,  the  general  diacuauon  which  took  phce 
u|ion  my  motion  consumed  only  some  two  or  three  boura 
on  Ihirleen  different  dayi! 

Biit  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cshbbu^ 
■vb]  thought  proper  to  confirm  the  reprrsenUliona  of 
Ihe  ufllcial  journal  in  relalion  !□  lh«  object  1  had  in 
view  in  the  cuurae  I  puraued  upon  the  >avy  bill.  That 
gentleman  hat  ihnught  proper  to  cummeni  upon  the 
small  number  of  votes  in  favor  of  my  motion  to  strike 
out  the  entire  appropriation  for  a  navy  yard  at  Forts- 
mouth,  and  leaves  it  to  be  inferred  thai  my  only  object 
in  making  the  motion  wsi  to  delay  Ihe  action  of  the 
House  upon  llial  bill,  and  retard  the  buainesa  uf  the 
Huiite  generally.  Such  i*  Ihe  charge  repeatedly  made 
■Kainit  me  and  the  few  friends  with  whom  I  act  in  Ihia 
Houae. 

I  beg  leave  lo  alale  what  my  course  was  upon  the 
navy  sppropristion  bill,  ^hen  that  bill  came  up  for 
conaideralion  on  the  9'h  of  Februnry,  having  a  ilrong 
conviction  that  a  wir  panic  had  been  created  for  psrly 
purpoiei,  and  that  th»te  who  were  best  advised  upon 
the  aubjtct  really  had  no  apprehenaionofa  wsr,  i  moved 
lo  reduce  Ihe  appropriations  fur  Ihe  sevcrml  navy  ysrds 
otie  half,  in  ordrr  to  lest,  if  I  could,  the  aiucenty  of 
those  who  contended  there  wit  grral  danger  of  a  war 
with  France.  Tlie  appropriation  for  Ihe  improvement 
of  Ihe  navy  yird<,  in  Ihe  bill  which  lately  passed  <h« 
House,  was  more  than  double  the  amount  appropriated 
in  former  yrars.  II  ia  true,  la  atated  by  Ihe  gentlciwui 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  CiwaaiLEBe,]  that  my  nutiun 
\  a  lavii^  of  f3C0,000  onlyi  but  if  we  were 
bkve  immediale  war,  it  appeared  to  me  lliat 
policy  was  not  to  expend  a  dulUr  more  than 
waa  aciuslly  neceuary  upon  any  ot^ect  which  could 
not  be  mide  rffective  and  available  in  such  ■  criut.  At 
all  events,  t  ihouf^ht  Ihal  the  approprialinn  for  the  navy 
ya'di  ought,  under  auch  circumstances,  lo  be  reatrieied 
lu  ihe  uiuil  imoiinlt  and  this  wai  Ihe  view  of  the  quea- 
lion  which  I  presented  to  Ihe  eommillee  when  I  submit- 
ted my  first  nmtion.  I  entered  into  no  elaborate  argiimentt 
I  allied  my  object  in  the  moat  perfect  candor,  and  1  aikrd 
the  committee  to  vote  inilanlly  upon  my  mutioni  1  dep. 
recited  delay.  I  entrested  ihe  commiitee  not  loris« 
ihii  diy  uniil  the  question  1  had  raised  was  taken:  and 
I  declined  M  debate  it  on  my  part.     I  waa  open  ud 
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csplieit,  at  th«  nme  limr,  in  ■titini;'  that  1117  object  wm 
to  brinjr  ifcntleriM'n  to  tha  onlf  tnt  .in  my  pi>wrr  to 
offer,  or  (heir  real  viewa  in  rebtiiin  to  ■  wari  and  I  calird 
upon  fentlem^n  to  «Iin«  ui,  by  their  voteii,  trhetiier 
they  iwifinled  var  u  a  probable  event.  Innleail  of  be- 
buff  mrt  in  Iheaame  spirit  of  candor  in  whieli  I  had  mids 
tha  propoMlion,  (he  veiy  diitinitiiiahed,  eniiKtitencd, 
libenl,  and  able  ^nttennn  at  the  head  of  (he  Commit- 
tee on  Naral  AITiir*,  [Mr.  JiBTii.]  a*  well  ai  other 
Mnllentrn,  including  tlie  trrntlemtn  Trom  New  Tork, 
[Mr.  CiiiBsttt»,]  ihatiKht  proper  wholly  to  ende 
th«  qilnt'on  I  had  pmentedt  and,  to  enable  t<iem  tn  do 
•o  more  efTectiialljr,  (hey  wmilil  have  it  that  I  intended  an 
ftltack  upon  the  navy  yard  at  Porttmouih,  The  de- 
fence of  the  navy  yard  a(  ihtt  place  wii  eniere<l  upnn, 
and  every  qtieitinn  rseept  tlie  one  1  had  prraanted  to 
tb«  Hoiiae  waa  ae'>ied  upon  and  debated,  not  havinf^  any 
connexion  whalerer  with  ihe  rn)  qiiralion  I  hid  raiaed. 
Againat  my  en(realy,  (fiir  I  really  a(  Ihal  time  felt  un- 
willing to  be  reapnnaihie  for  any  jtrea(  drlay  in  paaaing 
the  appropriB<inn  hill,)  the  eommlttee  nae,  on  motion 
of  Ihe  rendcman  from  New  Tofk,  in  my  eye,  [Mr. 
M^Rir,]  at  an  early  hoiir  in  Ihe  aAemnoo  of  tite  day  on 
which  I  Mbmittrd  my  miitian.  &o  much  fur  my  diapo- 
■itinn  lo  defeat  ihe  paaiiKe  "T  the  bill  at  that  ata)(e  of  It. 
The  cona'tderalion  of  (he  bill  waa  ao  much  interrupted 
by  tliv  preeiure  of  other  biinne*^  (bat,  in  order  to  in- 
creue  the  lime  which  miitht  b«  appropriaied  (o  the 
COnleatpd  pleciinn,  and  other  qiieatiiini  shich  I  ToreBaw 
wrre  likely  to  tike  precedence  of  the  nivy  bill,  on  the 
morning' of  Ihe  IJIh  of  March  I  made  a  propowtion  that 
Ihe  Hnuie  ihnidd  meet  ai  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of 
each  d«yi  which  w»  ajfreed  toi  and  1  lhii>  caiiaed  one 
hour  more  than  uaual  to  b«  empbyed  in  the  bunneaa  of 
the  Hniiae.  On  that  day  the  navy  bill,  iner  the  Upie 
ofBeveral  daya,  waaairab  laken  up,  and  waadiicuaicd  by 
the  Kenlleman  fram  Mainr,  [Mr.  Er^iia.]  On  the  next 
day  it  va*  iliiciiiaeil  by  the  xenllemKn  from  frnnaylva- 
nia,  [Hr.  CaixBiaa,]  afler  whom,  I  aucceeded  in  get- 
tinf  (lie  floor,  and  occupied  abmit  one  hiiuronly,  onllMt 
day,  in  my  rcmtrVi  upon  the  motion  I  then  aubmiiied  to 
atrike  out  the  enlir*  amount  prapoaed  to  be  appropriated 
rnrtheimprovement  of  Ihenavyyardal  Portamouthi  and 
thia  hour  muat  paM  for  one  nf  ihe  lour  daya  1  am  repie- 
•ented  to  have  consumed  in  my  remarki  upon  Ibat  mo- 
tion. Ni'W,  ur,  aa  to  Ihe  objecl  of  lliit  motion,  in  an- 
swer to  the  cbarKe  of  the  pntleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  CiMamawio,]  and  Ihe  equally  unfounded  repre- 
aenlslioni  made  ihrmigh  other  channels,  I  have  only  to 
repeat  what  I  stated  openly  and  dintinctly  at  the  time  t 
roads  Ihe  motion.  The  aitiialion  of  iffaira  hai  frrutly 
chunpced  aince  I  made  my  En(  motion.  On  the  16ih  of 
February,  information  had  readied  this  coun(ry  ilist  all 
pr«apect  of  a  rup'ure  with  France  waa  at  an  end.  A 
French  war  ceased  to  be  any  longer  Ihe  rallying  cry  of 
the  dominant  parlyt  but  it  was  atill  propoaed  to  enter 
upon  a  most  cipeiiaiTS  and  rxlravsgant  ayalem  of  na- 
tional defence,  both  by  aea  and  land.  The  oecaaion 
appealed  to  me  (o  be  ■  .proper  one  lo  reconakler  the 
policy  adopted  at  a  very  early  day  in  relation  to  (he 
number  and  localion  of  our  navy  yard*.  Million*  were 
protKMed  t«  be  exprnded  upnn  ihese  objec's  in  the  nez( 
four  years,  and  I  believed  (he  public  interest  required 
that  thia  aubject  ahould  underp>  a  thorough  examina- 
tion. But,  air,  I  stated  expressly,  when  I  made  ibe 
motion,  that,  although  I  was  confident  that  both  the 
economy  and  the  efficiency  of  this  branch  of  the  luiioni) 
defence  required,  and  ihat,  at  all  events,  we  ought  to 
make  a  more  suitable  aelection  for  some  of  them,  yet  I 
hsd  no  expeeta(ian  of  succeeding  in  my  mo(ion.  I 
■ta(ed  the  oauaea  wnich  existed  to  forbid  such  a  hopei 
and,  among  otbcrt,  the  absence  of  executive  favor  to 
Um  project  of  reform  in  this  branch  of  ilM  aervic*.    I 


felt  it  my  duty  (o  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  thii 
subiect,  however  hupelrat  any  effort  for  imnediata  refr 
□rmilion  might  be.  I  also  took  oecaaion  to  be  entirvly 
candid  in  slating  another  object  in  making  (lia(  motioB 
to  be  that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  remarking 
freely  and  fully,  upon  msny  subjects  connected  whh  ili# 
principles  and  practicea  of  the  party  in  power.  I  (M 
nni  expect  lo  have  thia  privilege  allowed  me  durti^  (h« 
arsainn,  unleas  I  availed  myaelf  of  lliat  oecaaion  to  rxer* 
ciae  II.  My  reasons  for  that  belief  you,  air,  [Mr.  Ha- 
Boa,  of  Virninia.}  must  remember  1  wm  quite  particular 
and  specific  in  aaiigninjt.  When  grnllemen,  Iherelor^ 
taunt  me  wiih  the  entire  fiihire  of  my  motion,  they  must 
rrmemher  thst  i(  was  a  result  I  had  mytelf  foretold.  But 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Nvw  York  [Mr.  Cimibvlswo]  hai 
reminded  me  Ihat  I  did  no(  vote  fur  my  own  mi>t.an  ia 
the  lloii«e.  It  waa  not  the  objrcl  of  my  motion  to  lut 
fer  any  of  the  improvementa  it  Portanuiuth  lo  go  to  de- 
cay, unless  it  should,'  upnn  proper  investigation,  b« 
thought  advisable  to  diaconiinua  the  navy  yanl  at  that 
plaeei  and,  ihervfore,  the  mntiiin  of  the  gvnileman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  F.Taxrrr]  embmCKl  the  whole  abject  I 
had  in  view.  The  que-iion  which  wa*  movwl  in  th« 
Houar,  upon  my  motion,  as  it  waa  li(enilly  made,  I  saw 
was  the  result  of  concert  between  several  membera  of 
the  Hnuiei  and  the  vote  upnn  ihat  quration  waa  intended 
(•I  be  11W1I,  aa  the  geullrman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cak- 
■aii,x>e]  has  now  used  it,  and  1  treated  the  movemcot 
as  it  deaerved. 

Such,  air,  ••  I  have  briefly  describe  <,  was  my  courM 
npon  Ihe  Mvy  appropriatian  bill,  whidi  recently  passed 
this  Houar,  and  anch  were  the  iiMtive*  which  govemad 
me — rontivrs  which  I  openly  aiul  candidly  arownl  at  tha 
time.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  miarrpresenlationa  and 
alandera  which  have  been  heaped  upon  me  in  regard  to 
mv  conduct  in  relation  lo  Ihia  bill,  by  the  official  J'lurnal 
of  this  city,  and  athrra,  have  been  so  often  repeated  tliat 
many  person*  at  a  distance  have  been  misled  by  themi 
and  I  am  not  siirpi^acd  Ihat  many  honorable  membera  of 
Ihit  Hnuae  have  been  misled  a*  to  the  time  actually  wm- 
sumed  in  Ihe  debate  Upon  (he  navy  bill.  Indeed,  air,  I 
had  silppoaed  (hat,  from  the  repealed  and  alandcrouf 
eliaracter  of  the  attacka  which  had  rceanlly  been  mad* 
upon  those  membera  of  the  House  who  had  ventured  ta 
go  into  any  general  political  discussion  upon  Ihe  appro- 
prislion  bill*,  we  were  not  likely  to  have  a  rrpetition  of 
such  a  practice.  I'  required  the  couratce  of  Ihe  gentl*- 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  CmaBiLue]  to  disregard 
the  odium  which  is  sure  to  follow  such  a  course  in  a  cer- 
tain qiiarteri  and  1  must  alill  rxpreaa  my  surprise  Ihat 
that  (fentleman,  with  all  hia  courage,  has  entered  upon 
BO  wide  a  field  of  debate  upon  the  preaent  oecaaion.  I 
mnU  repeat  here  what  I  have  aaid  at  another  liow  upon 
I  hi*  •objret.  I  never  will  yield  my  privilago  of  goini 
fully  snd  at  large  into  the  discucaioo  of  every  question 
connected  with  the  ad  mi  niat  ration  of  public  affaira,  aa 
often  a*  I  think  fit,  upon  the  appropriation  bill*.  I 
know,  nr,  how  unfaahionable  thia  practice  haa  beooiM 
ot  latet  and  1  hope  it  will  not  be  conwdered  diarespeotfiil 
if  I  aay  that  nuny  member*  of  this  Houte  appear  to  ma 
to  conaider  that  our  lirat  and  chief  duly  here  ia  to  v(M» 
thrtvigh  (he  appropriation  billa.  I  beg  leave  to  diSv 
widely  from  these  gentlemen.  A  much  greater  Md 
more  important  duty  is  to  walcb  over  and  giurd  tite  ex- 
ecutive administration  of  Ihe  country.  I  know  that  an 
opinion  is  becoming  prevalent  that  we  have  nothing  to 
du  with  the  other  branches  of  Ihe  Governmenk  t  deny 
Ihe  position.  I  aflirm  that  it  is  our  solemn  duty,  under 
the  oonatilution,  lo  watch,  and  to  be  the  overaacra,  in 
•ome  sense,  of  (he  Executive.  I(  is  a  great  and  mi*> 
chievoiis  and  may  become  a  fatal  error  to  nippoae  wa 
have  not  Ihe  power,  and  that  it  is  not  our  tight  and  duty 
todoM. 
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A*  to  the  f  flkcl  of  tli«  doMrine  that  nothing  ouglit  to 
b«  fliMimed  upon  tha  ipiiropriitioi)  btlli  except  what 
bctonf|;s  lo  (he  delail*  of  the  biiilnesi  bcrore  the  Boine, 
we  nwf  profit  by  recurring'  to  the  condition  of  Ihii 


Bouse  oa  feMerdty  or  the  dsj  berore,  when  * 
Bnder  oonnidcration  incl  puwd  through  the  col 


'"L 


:,  when  *  bill  w 


•ppropriaiini;,  I  belicTc,  (thouEh  I  h*Te  not  added  op 
■tl  the  item*,)  more  thin  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  hair 
of  money.  Many  oT  the  itenu  of  that  bill  depended 
upon  (he  diacretion  of  the  Executire  and  of  Conajeaa. 
Tel|  dr,  during  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  day,  t 
undertake  lo  My  that  not  more  than  thirl;  tneiaber* 
were  in  their  teata.  I  mi^t  refrr  lo  the  amall  attention 
on  Ihia  dayi  for,  lir,  the  taking  up  nf  an  appropriation 
bill  cmeraled  as  a  ai^al  for  the  diqieraion  of  the  Houae. 
NMhmjr  but  dry  detaih,  after  the  recent  denunciation* 
of  a  different  courte,  were  expected  to  be  the  iidijccl* 
ofdiiemnon. 

1,  and  the  fcw  frienda  with  whom  I  act  in  thi*  Houae, 
b»Te  been  repeatedly  charged  with  a  diapoaition  to  deby 
the  boaine**  of  the  Hooie.  Sir,  otir  objeel  haa  been  to 
compel  the  action  of  the  Houie  upon  Tarioui  tubjecn  of 
importance.  [  hare  never  nipprened  inj'  motive  or 
objects,  to  far  aa  regards  any  thing  1  hare  done,  which 
DMj  have  a  tendency  to  forward  or  retard  the  buainen 
of  the  Houae.  For  the  t**l  two  months  I  hare  uniformly 
Nid,  ts  all  with  whom  I  am  politically  associated,  that 
(be  trne  policy  and  the  beat  interest*  of  the  country  re- 
quired that  certain  great  and  important  meaanrta  ahould 
be  acted  upon  st  the  preaent  session  of  Cuntre**.  I 
hare  declared  repeatedly,  that  unless  tbeee  important 
aabjects  could  be  interpued  and  acted  upon  befare  all 
tbe  appropriation  bills  were  passed,  Ihey  would  not  be 
acted  upon  at  all.  I  have  often  said  (and  1  hope  the 
hint  will  not  be  neglroted)  that,  the  moment  all  the 
regular  appropriation  bills  are  pasted,  ind  Hiehigan  and 
Arkanma  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  we  shall  find 
ooTselTea  auddenly  adjourned,  without  taking  a  vote 
upon  a  single  question  betides,  ofimporlance  or  interest 
to  the  pubTic.  Yes,  air,  unteaa  the  miitorily  in  this  House 
can  so  manage  ai  to  keep  in  reaerre  until  the  last  of  the 
■einon  cither  the  bills  for  (he  admisMon  of  Michigan  and 
Arkania*,  or  aiich  bill  a*  the  light-house  or  harbor  bill, 
in  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
SuTaiatiRii,]  or  the  inlernsl  improvement  bill,  either 
of  which  would  command  a  greater  attendance  of  mem- 
ber* than  any  other  measures  which  csn  be  brought  be. 
fore  the  Haute,  we  shall  have  nriiher  a  decision  nor 
diKiDtsion  of  tbe  deposite  bank  bill,  (he  bill  tar  the  dii- 
tribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  the  executive  patron- 
age bill,  nor  the  Joint  reiolittion  proposing  to  amend 
the  conttiliiilon  (o  as  to  prevent  the  eleetion  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  from  coming  into  tbe  House  of 
Kepresentatives.  It  Is  possible  that  a  mere  vote  upon 
the  bill,  as  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Hcana,  regulating  the  public  depoaiiea,  may  be  taken, 
without  diicutuon.  as  recording  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
any  amendment  whatever  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  but  that  i*  all  that  need  be  expected. 
boe*  not  the  gentleman  Trom  New  York  [Mr.  CiKiasc- 
!■•]  give  warning  that  such  Is  the  settled  decree  of  the 
party,  and  that  the  House  will  nut  vote  upon  the  bill  for 
the  diatribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  by  iviiling  him- 
■elf  of  the  bill  under  considersllnn  in  laying  his  views 
vpon  that  nibjeci  before  the  public?  Let  those  con- 
cerned be  ■dvi*ed  in  seaaonj  and  rely  upon  it,  thai, 
anlcaa  they  act  upon  thi*  tuggeation,  and  by  their  united 
action  compel  a  different  reault,  thty  will  find  my 
prophecy  verified.  I  do  not  asy,  sir,  that  there  are  not 
individual*  of  the  party  in  the  majority  in  this  House 
who  do  not  think  differently,  nor  will  I  affirm  that  there 
i*  any  *ettled  determination  on  the  part  of  the  majority 
lo  dote  the  station  without  deciding  upon  the  important 


measurea  to  which  1  have  slluded;  but,  sir,  there  will 
be  found  to  be  an  influence  tomewbere,  autficieiit]^ 
active  and  powerfiil  to  accompliah  tbi*  porpoae,  unleu 
it  i*  frustrated  by  tbe  eimcert  md  encryy  of  tte  mioori- 
*f.  That  portion  of  tbe  party  which  may  be  otherwise 
inclined  will  find  them*el*cs  sirept  along  by  •  current 
which  they  cannot  reiiat.  It  haa  been  to  eaunteract  lUa 
counr,  it  haa  been,  ifpotaiblr,  tviiiece  tbe  Haute  to  do 
bu*ine*a,  and  to  act  upon  every  important  qneatioB  bc< 
fore  it,  that  I  bare  directed  my  effort*,  iiutead  of  lecfc- 
ing  lo  delay  or  defeat  the  buaineaa  of  the  Uotwe. 

But,  Hr.  Chairman,  lo  return  to  (be  charge,  that  I 
waated  tbe  time  of  the  Houae  by  a  diaotiMion  upoa  a 
motion  which  was  negatived  by  so  large  a  msjoiSly  of 
the  House.  Let  us  inquire  for  a  inoment  whether  that 
dtscuaaion  vss  productive  of  no  good  to  the  cowilry. 
Have  gentlemen  forgotten  the  eitrtvagant  propositieR 
made  in  tba  other  end  of  the  Capibri.by  the  leader  ol 
the  party  in  that  body^  Have  they  forgotten  that  the 
whole  surplus  revenue  was  than  propoard  to  be  ex- 
pended, or  rather  aquandered,  upon  (be  public  dercocca, 
and  chiefly  upon  fort  ill  cations  F  Have  gentlemen  toat 
»ght  nf  (he  character  of  certain  bills  reported  by  the 
distinguished  gentletnan  [Mr.  JoEwson]  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afluir*  in  thia  House, 
for  new  fortlficationa,  and  (he  achense  of  extravagant  ez' 
penditure  upon  which  Ihry  were  founded.'  Need  I  re- 
mind the  committee  of  the  eminent  position  in  tbe  party 
which  (hat  gentleman  occupieag  and  csn  there  be  any 
reason  to  doubt  that  when  those  bills  were  reported,  and 
tbe  propoaition  to  whi^  I  have  alluded  waa  made  in 
another  branch  of  Congreas,  they  were  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  the  views  and  policy  of  tha  admiulBl ration^ 
Where  now,  *ir,  are  the  advocate*  of  the  wild  and  ex- 
travagant phin  of  fbrtifyiag  every  eipoaed  point  upon 
our  exlentive  mantime  frontier^  Have  you  seen,  sir, 
the  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War?  Do  you  know 
(hat  the  Preaident  is  said  to  have  approved  the  doctrlnea 
tnd  policy  of  that  report  in  relation  to  the  public  d«- 
fenoei'  Sir,  the  long  train  of  foriificatinns  with  which 
it  was  proposed-lo  deck  our  seacoaat  has  been  lately  and 
unexpectedly  battered  to  the  ground.  The  Secretary  of 
War  has  demonstrated  the  tbaurdity  and  want  of  utility 
in  the  whole  scheme,  by  a  clearneaa  and  force  of  reason- 
ing which  is  irresistible.  And,  inr,  what  I*  further  wor- 
(hy  of  remark  is,  that  tliis  report  uf  the  Secretary,  which 
is  said  bIbd  to  have  the  sppruhation  of  (he  Prea^ent, 
strongly  recommends  that,  before  we  proceed  further 
In  the  execution  of  the  plan  of  defence  by  FordGcstiona 
adop(ed  and  acted  upon  for  so  many  years  past,  there 
sliould  be  ji»t  such  an  examination  into  its  nature  and 
defect*  as  I  advocated  in  relation  (o  (he  policy  ofaltempt- 
ing  to  eslsbllbh  and  improve  no  great  a  number  of  navy 
yards.  And  why,  sir,  not  pause  and  inquire  whether 
there  may  not  t>e  sufEcient  reason  to  change  our  policy 
in  the  one  caae  as  well  as  in  the  other'  We  have  now 
the  highest  profetsionsl  suthority  for  saying  (hat  our  sys- 
tem ii  defective  in  botb  (hose  branches  of  (be  mili(ary 
defences  of  (he  country-  Hiljioni  have  been  upended 
in  carrying  Into  execodon  a  system  of  fortification  lung 
since  adopted,  aa  well  at  upon  our  numerous  navy  yards. 
Thai  circum'tance,  we  are  told,  should  constitute  no 
objection  lo  the  deliy  snd  inveslintion  which  are  rec- 
ommended in  one  case,  and  it  should  be  none  to  a  similar 
investigation  in  tbe  other.  I  am  not  to  weak,  air,  as  to 
imagine  that  I  have  contributed  in  any  degree  to  bring 
about  that  change  in  our  public  councils  upon  thi*  sub- 
ject, which  ha*  undoubtedly  taken  place  in  the  last 
month  or  two.  It  is  enough  that  my  object  is  about  to 
be  accomplished  by  tbe  combined  action  of  all  who  have 
either  tsid  or  written  any  thing  upon  this  question. 
Public  sentiment  baa  been  acted  u^on,  and  that  has  in 
turn. acted  upon  thoae  in  power.    A  great  change  haa 
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rence.     I  countNlUe  Ihe  counliT  upon  it.     It  ii  by 

«  uid  op«n  diacuxioa  here,  and  d»ciiuion  iloBe,  that 
«•  o>n  inpt  to  effect  tboie  chinfcei  iipon  ■■'wny  of  th« 
importuit  nibjccti  vh'icb  the  public  interest  and  uftfy 
to  much  require. 

1  ihftll  not  punue  IhU  wl^Kt  further  it  preient.  Be- 
Tor*  aU  the  billi  makinfi  appropriKtHMii  Tor  the  public 
defence*  riull  pan,  and  after  i  •bill  have  had  Ihe  «iewi  of 
other  genUencn  who  dciire  to  take  ■  part  in  thia  diicul- 
(ion,  I  propoae  to  enter,  more  at  Urge- than  I  have  here- 
tofbre  done,  into  many  aubjecta  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic welhre  at  thia  juncture. 

Mr.  HERCEB  addrened  the  commitlee  at  aome  length 
on  the  Nbjoot,  and  moved  lo  ilrike  out  the  clauae  iiro- 
poied  lo  be  amended,  and  insert  the  folloaing; 

For  the  puntbaae  or  conalruelion  of  a  foundry  for  ord- 
Baacc,  at  lucb  place  ai  ibe  Secretary  of  War,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  lb*  United  Siatea,  may 
•elect,  and  for  dernying  ibe  expenae  of  conducting  the 
(jperalions  of  such  foundry  for  one  year,  including  (he 
purchaae  of,ncceaiary  toola  and  malerials,  the  >um  of 
—  hundred    llmuwnd  dollar*]  and  that  the  furthrr 

•HiB  of hundred  Ihounnd  dollara  be  appropriated 

to  Ihe  purchase  ol  ordnance  for  iamiediale  u«e. 

Hr.  MOORE,  of  New  York,  took  Ibe  Rooti  and,  on 
notion  of  Hr.  BVNUH,  tiM  conniltee  rose. 

And  the  Houm  adjourned. 

TavnantT,  Atbii  38. 
DEP031TE  BANKS. 

Mr.  ?I&RCB,  of  New  Hampshire,  aaked  Ihe  consent 
of  the  Hou^c  lo  take  up  and  diapoae  of  the  resolution 
aubmitled  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Ur. 
DaoxaeoLa.J  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  objeclian, 
for  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  due  lo  the  gentleman, 
and  alao  lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ihat  it  ibould 
be  diaposed  of. 

Objeclioas  having  been  madf, 

Mr.  PIERCE  moved  a  suipeniion  of  the  rulesi  and 
Ihe  motion  being  put,  a  qaoruro  did  not  vote. 

The  question  Dcing  again  taken,  it  waa  deoided  in  the 
allirmative. 

The  r«M>lulion  waa  Ihen  taken  up  and  rr ad,  u  follow*; 

"  Huahtd,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
recled  to  communicale  to  tliia  House  full  informatiun  of 
tbe  mode  and  manner  of  selecting  bsnka  in  Ihe  several 
Slates  or  Territoriei  for  Ihe  ileposite  of  the  public  money 
of  Ibe  United  Stales)  of  all  coniracla,  agreernenii,  or 
stipiflationi,  entered  into  with  aaid  banks  for  Ihe  ufe 
keeping  of  said  money^i  that  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Trcaa- 
ury  also  atate  what  agents  luve  bscn  emplnyed,  the  na. 
lure  and  extent  of  their  agency,  and  Ihe  compensation 
wbicta  such  agents  have  received  in  any  way  from  tbe 
Gorcmment  of  the  United  Stateai  and  that  he  also  state 
what  olHeen  or  sgenlson  the  part  of  said  banks  have  in 
aoy  way  participated  or  been  inslrumenlal  in  Ihe  forma- 
tion at  any  sucli  eonlracti,  agreemints,  or  atlpulatiana, 
ooBcerninj;  Ihe  depoii'e  and  safe  keeping  of  said  moneys 
In  aaid  banka." 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wisa  to 
amend  the  reaotutiun  by  adding  to  it  the  following; 

"And  that  a  select  committee  he  sppoinled,  with 
power  to  send  for  persona  and  papers,  to  inquire  into 
tbe  mode  or  agency  of  selecting  the  banks  of  deposits 
for  the  public  moneyi  the  conlraela  with  the  Treasury 
Departnkent  by  which  they  are  regulaiedj  the  manner 
in  which,  and  Ihe  pcraoiu  by  whom,  auch  contracts  are 
or  have  been  madei  into  all  correspondence  whatsoever 
touching  coniracts  for  tbe  deposiie  of  the  public  money; 
and  into  all  conuexioa  or  relation,  official  or  unolGcial, 


which  exists,  or  hu  exitted,  between  any  person  or  per- 
sons and  Ihe  Treasury  Department,  or  between  them  and 
the  deposiie  banka,  or  any  individdils  or  banks,  touching 
the  custody  and  the  conirol  and  depoale  of  the  public 
money;  or  between  any  department  of  the  Executive 
and  any  individual  or  individuals  or  banka,  touching  the 
disburse menls  of  Ibe  public  money,  appropriated  or  un- 
appropriated by  law|  and  into  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion of  any  or  all  sgeuls  whatsoever,  official  or  unotScial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  aatd  banks, 
touching  Ihe  disbursement,  safe  keeping,  or  deposlte  of 
the  public  moneyi  and  into  the  minner  in  which  the 
public  money  in  Ihese  [depoaite]  banks  has  been  used, 
and  into  its  security;  and  that  laid  committee  have  leave 
lo  report  by  bill  or  oiherwiie. 

Mr.  BOND  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks)  tbe 
whole  of  which  are  given  entire  in  succeeding  page*. 
Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Hou<<e  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker;  The  subject  now  under  connderation 
involves  an  inquiry  which  Ihe  people  of  this  ccunt^'y  can- 
not view  with  indifference.  Our  situation  if  novel  and 
peculiar.  History  inay  be  challenged  lu  prodUC«  a  par- 
allel. 

Whilst  other  nations  are  inquiring  where  and  hotr  tbey 
can  obtain  the  means  of  paying  their  ordinary  expendi- 
tures, we  are  disputing  about  the  moat  approved  node 
of  disposing  of  oui  millions  that  will  remain  after  all  our 
usual  appropriations  shall  have  been  paid.  Another 
itriking  contrast  is  furnished  in  Ihe  fact  tnat  othrr  Gov- 
ernments, generally,  are  not  only  embarrassed  wilb  debt, 
but  are  constrained  to  inflict  onerou*  taxation  on  Ibeir 
citizens  far  even  current  expenaesi  whilst  the  United 
Statea  has  finally  discharged  a  national  debt  of  vast 
amount,  hende*  meeting  ordinary  expenditure^  and  slill 
has  an  immense  residuum,  accumulated  under  a  aystem 
BO  happily  devised  that  no  exaction  has  been  fell  or  seen. 
It  is,  perhaps,  because  we  have  fell  so  little  of  Ihe  toil 
and  anxiety  u«ua1ly  incident  to  the  sccumulation  of 
money,  and  have  been  equally  free  from  Ibe  iron  gr*ap 
of  the  lai.gatherer,  that  we  are  now,  as  I  fear,  becoming 
laviib  in  our  expenditures  and  careless  of  our  treaaure. 

In  this  ball,  a  capricioua  rule  has  been  formed,  which 
devotes  nearly  our  whole  lime  lo  the  consideration  of 
bills  Involving  expenditures  and  apptopriations  of  vast 
lumai  but  only  an  occauonal  morning  huur  can  be 
snatched  for  the  inquiry  whether  the  money,  by  which 
Ihese  appropriation  a  are  to  bo  met,  is  in  Ihe  custody  of 
safe  and  trusl-worlhy  agenlsl  Prudence  would  seem  to 
diclale  that  the  latitr  should  be  the  subject  of  primary 
importance.  If  we  are  not  vlf^ilant — nay,  inquisitorial — 
over  Ibe  public  money,  we  may  be  left  lo  Ihe  mortifying 
reflection  of  hiving  voted  millions  without  finding  the 
mean*  of  piying  hundreds!  We  should  first  see  where 
the  money  is,  and  be  satisAed  that  it  i«  safe  to  let  it  re- 

Acoording  to  the  returos  to  Ihe  1st  of  the  present 
month,  (April,)  Ihe  public  money  in  posseswon  of  the 
deposiie  banks  amounted  to  $36,7A1,376  SO,  It  i^  too, 
conslsntly  increasing.  This  money  belongs  lo  Ihe  peu* 
pie  of  Ihe  United  State*.  The  amount  Is  enormousi  it 
is  subject  to  our  aiiperviaion  as  Ihe  representative*  of 
the  peoptr,  and  they  require  of  us  constant  vigilance 
over  our  trust.  We  did  not  aecumulale  this  money,  nor 
dill  this  id minisi  ration  accumulate  it;  it  is  Ihe  product 
of  a  wise  and  beautiful  system,  devised  by  those  who 
happily  administered  this  Government  long  before  Ihe 
present  dominant  party  came  into  power.  This  admin- 
istration and  this  Congress  are  but  trusters,  who  hsve 
had  east  on  tliem  Ihe  care  of  a  large  fund,  accumulated 
by  the  wisdum  and  management  of  other  hands;  and  it 
will  be  well  If  we  are  faithful  in  preserving  ihe  integrity 
of  Ihe  trust. 

Tbe  reaolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Viif  inia  [Mr. 
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DiroNoocx}  nwrrty  prnptwH  to  inquire  of  (he  Secretiiy 
»f  the  Treu<ir)r  fir  iiirurawlion  which  ii  ilrnuly  in  our 
])oueu>on.  But  Mr.  fi,  sniil  he  wiihcd  tof^n  brhirul  the 
return  tnd  ititrmenta  mule  bj  the  dep«ti>e  binki  to  the 
Treuury  Depirtnien>.  He  pmumed  ihe  fieerrUry  hid 
lilrMtly  cndimunicitcd  to  ConRreH  rH  the  inFormalion 
which  Ihe  Dt-partinent  poucued  on  the  '■object  of  the 

.tdtV'"****!  ^"^  'i*  tho<i<bt  it  unnecrnmry  In  mniire  ■ 
MilctUlon  of  It.  It  wu  high  time  thit  ihe  verity  of  these 
Wurnn,  ind  e«peci«My  the  wliency  oF  Ihe  "pij-Hrtu" 
jnd  "ntlier  invettments"  of  time  btnkn.  inoiild  be 
(Htrd  bytilricier  in»lyii»  Ihtn  Ihe  merely  formil  in- 
•pfctinn  of  ■  wri-ten  return.  Thi*  wmdd  be  required 
and  done  bv  >ny  Indltiduiil  proprietoror>1*rgedrpr>iiie 
in  ■  b*nk|  *nd  notliini;  ten  will  nr  ou|;ht  to  wtiify  the 
Mople,  The  true  >nd  appropriate  teit  will  be  iHitined 
oy  the  •mendmrnt  offered  by  ihe  fenilemin  from  Vir- 
ginli,  [Ur.  Willi]  ini),  if  there  is  *  eonicInuiineH  Ihit 
"alii*  well/'ind  11  itiihnuld  be,  there  aught  to  be  no 
thriiiking  fr«m  thii  invciiiitiiion. 

Mr.  B.  Mid  Ihti,  tilihiMtgh  he  felt  jfreit  lolicllude  on 
thi*  lubjcel,  he  wnuld  not  now  have  troubled  the  Hou«e 

'»ilh  iny  remirki,  if,  in  connexion  with  hl»  ipprehen. 

■■kM  forihewleiyorthe  public  money,  he  hid  not  recent 
eeiite  tn  few  ihil  the  currency  ind  domeiKic  eschmiire 
«r)ha  cnunlry,  npeciilly  in  the  Slite  of  Ohin,  which  he 
Inn  the  honor  in  part  (o  repretent,  if  not  almdy,  were 
about  In  be  R<VMtly  deranged. 

Re  reiirttled  to  nay  Ihit  Iheie  fein  were  created  by 
Whit  heeiieemed  the  imprnpcr  iiip  nude  of  the  people's 
tnnney  by  tninc  of  the  depntite  binkii.  He  brifan  to 
(Uipect  ihat  thete  depniitoriei,  being  ctid  "in  a  little 
brief  aiithiirity,"  were  about  tn  pliy,  not  "  fintaatlo 
tricki,"  bill  «  dei^oiic  gime.  By  pcrminion,  be  then 
read  tbe  folluwhig  circular: 

"CurTDir  Baik  of  Colvnivi, 

"Apriit,  1836, 
"Bia:  The  large  imount  of  paper  received  from 
Ihe  land  offleei,  mil  the  difReuliy  (nd  eipenie  of 
converting  it  into  fundi  receivable  by  the  Treaiury  De- 
panmenl  in  Ihe  Eailern  citiei,  (whi'her  nearly  Ihe 
wh"lc  amount  ii  necetnarily  required  to  be  Innimiltrd,) 
will  compel  Ihia  inititution  In  future  lo  decline  receiving, 
through  Ihat  channel,  the  piper  of  alt  the  banks  of  the 
Slate,  other  than  ihe  depoilie  banki,  ihil  will  nntcon- 
■ent  In  redeem  the  paper  ao  received  by  itrani  on 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Of  Ballimore,  payable  tliirty 
diya  from  date,  at  par. 

«  Permit  me  lo  Inquire  whether  It  is  the  wtih  of  your 
Inttitution  that  your  paper  ihill  be  reoeited  upon  theie 

"  Inftancea  occur  daily  of  Eaitern  fundt  being  con- 
verted, at  ■  proill,  into  Ihe  piper  of  Ihe  loeal  binki, 
whioli  ii  paid  into  Ihe  Und  officea,  ind  the  burden  of  con- 
venii^  Ihe  paper  again  inio  Eaatem  flinds  ii  thrown 
upon  the  inritutioni  receiving  the  public  depoaitcs. 

"  You  are  aware  that  we  have  haretofore  received  Ihe 

Saper  of  all  the  banks  of  the  State,  without  condition  or 
iierimioitian.  We  regret  Ihat  Ihe  npid  sale  of  Ihe 
public  domain,  ind  the  premium  which  it  coat*  to  eon> 
▼ert  tucb  paper  into  the  medium  in  which  our  renit- 
tanoes  are  imde,  will  not  permit  ut  to  continue  to  do  to. 
"*  Be  pleaaeJ  to  1*1  us  hear  froni  you  in  reply  aa  early 
aa  practleible. 

"  tn  the  mean  line,  we  h*ve  directed  Ihe  receivers 
who  depoaiie  here  not  lo  receive,  after  the  SOlh  instant, 
the  paper  of  any  bank  of  the  9iite,  (other  than  the  de- 
poaiie binka,)  unlet)  bereafler  instructed  lo  that  effect 
by  this  inttitution. 

"  Tery  retpecifollr, 

"J.  DELAFfELD, Jr., Cuftte-. 


Mr.  DORB  proceeded.  I  ought  to  inform  the  Bouse 
thai  tiiree  bmkt  in  Ohio  Inve  been  lekclnl  as  depotitg 
binkv  via:  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Cinciniuili,  Ihe  Com. 
merciit  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  and  Ihe  Clinb  n  Bank  of 
Columbiii{  from  the  lait  of  which  comes  tbe  circulat 

Befi>re  I  enmnient  on  this  piper,  I  matt  beg  Ihe  kind 
indulgence  of  Ihe  Ffouie  in  eilling  ils  attention  to  a  par. 
linn  of  the  hiitory  of  this  country,  connected  with  its 
finance*.  Whether  it  be  true  or'not,thBt  '■hiatotyi* 
philosophy  teaching  by  example,"  aMjwill  admit  that 
many  iisrnil  and  instructive  examples,  bnth  for  national 
and  individual  uar,  may  be  drawn  trotn  ihut  soiirrc.  It 
ii^  J  presume,  tuhhin  the  rpcollectlon  of  grntlemen,  Ihat 
for  a  series  of  years  previous  to,  and  inclusive  of,  the 
yeir  1833,  lhi»  eounfry  cnjoved  ai  Uniform  and  loiind  a 
currency  ind  circiiUlIng  medium,  together  w  th  an 
equally  unirorm,  jiiai,  and  moderate  rale  of  exchange, 
both  domeKtlc  and  forptgn,  ai  has  ever  been  known  any 
where.  Thq  nolra  of  all  ihe  Slate  faanki  were  in  undis> 
puled  credit,  and  had  an  riteniive  circulation.  Tha 
notei  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uiiiied  Slatrs  were  current 
It  par,  for  lit  buiineis  piirpows,thrmi);hout  the  whola 
connlry;  and,  in  ficl,  comnunded,  aathey  nitldoinmany 
of  the  Stiles,  a  premium  over  gold  and  ailver.  A  weiR 
regulated  ayilem  of  exchange  enabled  all  who  winhed  lo 
dii  so  to  Iranofer  fiindii  from  point  to  point,  in  every  di- 
reclinn,  without  riik,  frequently  at  par,  and  rarely  above 
the  rale  of  the  haT  of  one  per  cent.  The  cummeroe 
ind  inlcrcnmmiinicitiun  imong  the  Stiles  greally  im- 
proved. The  hardy  andinduttriouicitlieni  of  the  West, 
■nd  of  Ohio  in  particiilBr,  though  many  of  them  wer« 
destitute  (if  capital,  availed  themselves  of  a  credit  jiiMly 
due  to  their  integrity  and  enierpnie,  and  engigFd*  In 
puriuiti  which  promised  to  reward  iheir  hbort.  The 
monopoly  of  Ihe  rich  tisurer  teemed  dealined  lo  be  de- 
stroyed,  and  a  prospect  opened  giving  Ihe  poor  the 
means  as  well  as  Ihe  right  to  compete  with  the  rich  in 
every  pursuit.  Many  of  ourcitlzcnsengagadinlhepur- 
ehaie  and  iile  of  cattle,  and  in  that  pursuit  were  enabled 
to  Tint  and  make  purchases  in  Indiana,  lllinuis,  and  th* 
■■  far  Welt,"  witliout  Ihe  erKUmbriitce  and  risk  of  car> 
rying  ipecie,  and,  ibave  all,  without  being  obliged  to 
submit  10  Ihe  extortion  of  the  usurer  snd  the  broker.  I 
presume  rimilar  advintiges  were  enjnyed  throughout 
Ihe  United  Slites.  The  whole  tystem  of  currency  ind 
exchange  wis  so  uniform,  regular,  ind  welt  eitibliiheda 
thit  it  wit  ihmtght  lo  be  almdst  impoaaible  to  diitiirb  it. 
In  a  apace  often  years,  from  1830  lo  1B30,  only  twelve 
new  banks  were  incorporated,  and  the  improvement  and 
value  of  property  gradually  increaml.  Thecounlry  wai 
inclined  to  profit  by  Ihe  disiilroiis  experience  of  the  itk- 
lervsl  between  the  expiratinn  of  Ibe  charter  of  Ihe  first 
Bank  of  the  United  Stites,  in  1811,  and  the  creation  of 
the  second  bank  by  Cangrets,  in  1816.  Qreal  losses 
public  and  private,  having  been  sustained  under  the  ex- 
clusive Slate  bank  system,  the  public  money,  not  longaf. 
ler  the  aecond  bank  went  into  operation,  was  there  de- 
posiledj  and,  excepting  a  itwrt  interval,  which  1  will 
preienlly  notice,  continned  so  to  be  deposited  until  th* 
abrupt  removal  in  I8J3,  when  the  whole  lyiiem  waa 
chinged!  Mr.  B.  aa'd  lie  waa  neceatirily  compelled 
to  refer  la  the  Bink  of  the  United  States  and  tbe  removal 
oflhedeposilei)  but  he  did  so  with  no  with  lo  revive 
what  he  conceived  would  now  be  a  uselett  diicuBtlon, 
here  or  elsewhere,  about  the  charier  of  the  lale  or  any 
other  Bank  of  the  United  Siatea.  That  subject,  for  good 
or  for  evil,  had  already  been  disposed  o^  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  revive  it.  But  he  said  he  was  constrained 
to  refer  lo  certain  fadt  snd  evtntt  connected  with  thg 
name  of  that  bank,  and  neceiaarily  associated  with  ^e 
subject  now  under  conMeratitM,  and  Ui«  poaitioM  b« 
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The  lyMem  by  which  the  public  moneyi  were  lonic- 
cemfuWj  manaeed,  anil  the  generat  currency  ind  ex- 
ehaiige  10  juatTy  and  happily  reguUied,  for  a  seriei  of 
yeara,  h  bai  been  already  remarked,  waa  auddenly 
chanf^  in  ihe  year  1S33.  Tlila  change  wu  mide  wilh 
full  ^monition  of  the  evil  conaequencea  retuUing  rrom 
•uch  a  counr,  in  the  nd  experience  of  a  umllar  but  far 
leaaTlolenl  meaaure — I  mean  Ihe  refuaal  to  renew  the 
chwlercif  the  fint  Bink  of  Ihe  United  Statei,  in  1811. 
Then,  aa  in  1S33,  much  waa  aaid  about  aubatiiuting  an 
equally  good  or  better  ayatcmi  and  every  auurance  waa 
given  that  no  estraordinary  incretie  of  banks  or  eipan- 
tion  or  paper  circulation  would  rollow.  What  did  the 
aequrl  pnnef  In  the  fint  three  yeara  IhereaTter,  the 
number  of  Stare  banki  increased  'rrom  eighty-eight  to 
two  hundred  and  eijthtern,  and  in  capilil  from  about 
forty  milliona  to  eighty  milliona  of  dotlan!  Ihe  eipan- 
iion  of  bank  iaauca  during  the  ume  period  wai  in  equal 
or  greater  ratio.  In  the  year  1815,  (apecie  paymenia 
Iny'ing  been  generally  iuapended  during  the  previous 
year,)  a  further  addition  of  Ihirly-eight  State  banki  was 
nade,  wilh  about  eif^ht  millioiis  of  eapilall  A  disordered 
»nd  unsound  currency,  and  a  grossly  irregular  exchange, 
fi^iowed.  In  1816  the  nolea  of  all  Ihe  Baltimore  banks 
wereatadiaoountofabouteighteenpercent.  in  thatcilyi 
■nd  I  hare  obtained  a  table,  whioh  ahows  the  deprecia- 
tion of  all  Ihe  bank  nolea  of  Ihe  different  State*  to  be 
equally  or  nearly  aa  bad,  except  in  Boston,  and  perhaps 
one  or  two  other  placea,  at  which  apecie  payments  had 
not  been  suspended.  I  will  aay  nothing  of  the  individual 
loM  and  diitreia  which  fullowed.  The  enormoua  public 
loaaes  greatly  embarrasaed  the  Treasury,  and  created 
general  oonalemation.  This,  air,  look  place  under  a 
aystem  which  wai  aubalitutcd  for  ono  now  generally  ad- 
niiledto  have  been  extrenMly  useful,  but  which  waa  aban- 
doned, as  it  now  seems,  under  the  viaionary  hope  of  ob- 
taining sontelhiog  belter.  The  orignnil  and  true  demo- 
eratic  party  of  the  United  Slates  were  then  in  power  in 
the  General  and  moat  of  the  State  ailmini*iraiians-~I 
mean  thai  party  who  deolarrd  and  prosecuted  Ihe  war  of 
1S13  against  EngUnd,  and  whom,  even  at  ihia  day,  it  is 
conndered  an  unpanlonsble  heresy  to  have  opposedl 
Tel,  discovering  the  error  of  the  new  aystem,  that  same 
parly,  in  the  spirit  of  candor  and  patrlotiam  whieli  will 
always  dialinguish  them  from  the  mock  denworMs  of  the 

E resent  day,  admitted  the  mistake,  and  repaired  Uie 
reach  wiih  every  pnaaiblo  promptiitide.  Under  the 
■uspicea  of  Ihe  illu<.trii>ui  Hidiaon  and  the  democratic 
Congress  uf  1816,  Ihe  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was 
ohsrlertd,  and  the  gloriou*  and  happy  aysiem  was  insti- 
uleH,  which,  as  before  observed,  waa  frau^t  with  such 
■^nal  advanisgea  tolhe  country. 

In  addition  to  Its  wholesome  influence  on  Ihe  currency 
and  exchanges,  it  induced  a  genera]  resumplinn  of  apecie 
paymenia)  it  assumed  and  made  f!Ood  to  the  public  Treas* 
ury  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  uncurrtnt  if  not  doubt- 
ful paperi  and,  al  the  time  of  its  discontinuance,  had  col- 
lected and  disbursed  more  ihan  iwo  hundred  and  fifiy 
milliona  of  public  revenue,  wiihoiit  the  loss  ofa  einf{le  cent 
to  the  eountry.  How  forcibly  does  this  reault  contrasi 
with  ihedisastrouB  events  of  Ihe  substituted  system  which 
I  hsve  before  alluded  lol  The  private  and  public  loasea 
need  not  be  recapitulated.  One  item  of  public  losa  is 
Blill  continued  in  Ihe  annual  report  of  the  Secretaty  of 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  one  million  one  hundred 
thouMnd  dollars  of  insolvent  Slate  bank  nolea!  But,  In 
decile  of  experience,  and  regardless  of  danger,  the 
country  lias  heto  forced  into  a  repetition  of  this  experl- 
nent. 

Mr.  D.  said  be  would  call  Ihe  sttention  of  the  House 
to  the  groundi  aasuned  and  awurancea  given  by  Mr. 
Scervtary  Taney  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posiiM.    Wm  tliQ  awKOif  corredf    If  Mwlk  wu  tlie 


ing  In  good  faith,  or  they  are  not  properly  regulated. 
But  if  tbey  are  acting  in  good  faith,  and  also  properlft. 
regulated,  then  Mr.  Taney  wu  mialaken,  and  haa  in- 
jured  the  eountry  by  depriving  it  of  aubslsntiil  beneflU 
without  sufficient  reason,  or  furnishing  any  adequal* 
■ubstltule.  After  making  the  change,  Hr.  Taney,  in 
his  report  of  December,  1S33,  aayai  The  SUIe  banki 
can,  I  have  no  doubt,  furnish  a  general  circuhiling  mw 
diura,  quite  aa  uniform  in  value  as  that  which  ha* 
been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  Stateat  probs- 
bly  more  so.  Again  he  saysi  "  It  became  necesaary  that 
arran^menls  should  be  immediately  made  with  Ihe  new 
depoaitoiies  of  the  public  money,  which  would  not  only 
render  it  safe,  but  would,  at  the  same  lime,  secure  to 
Ihe  Government  and  lo  the  comntunily  at  large  the  con- 
veniences and  facilities  that  wrre  intended  to  be  obuinnl 
by  incorporating  the  Uank.of  the  United  Slate*." 

Again  Mr.  Taney  reportsi  "And  by  agreement 
among  themselves  [ihe  deposite  banks]  to  honor  each 
other'a  notes  and  drafts,  they  are  providing  a  general 
currency  al  least  aa  sound  as  that  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stalest  '"^  will  afford  faclliliea  lo  commerce,  and 
in  Ihe  business  of  domestic  exchann,  quite  equal  to  any 
wliich  the  community  hive  he rctolore  enjoyed."  And  in 
Ibat  same  report  Mr.  Taney  says:  . 

'■Every  object  which  the  charter  of  Ihe  Bank  oflha 
United  Stales  was  dcs'gned  to  aitain  may  b^  a*  ^tct> 
ually  accompliibed  by  the  Stale  banks." 

Hr.  B.  said  it  would  be  seep  by  these  eilracts  that 
Mr.  Taney  SMurcd  Ihe  country  that,  by  Ibis  system,  wa 
should  have,  not  Ihe  benefits  which  we  were  actually 
enjoying  under  the  charter  of  the  bank,  btit  more,  (if 
all  the  advtnUges  of  the  charter  were  not  enjoyed  t)  for, 
he  says,  this  change  will  secure  lo  the  Government  and 
the  community  at  large  the  conveniences  snd  f-cilitie^ 
nay,  every  object  which  thai  charter  waa  destgned  to 
attain.  Now,  let  us  pause,  and  inquire  whether  these 
ices  uf  Ihe  Secretary  have  been  or  are  likely  to 
liied?  The  system  of  deposite  banks  has  been  in 
operation  nearly  three  vears;  and  what  are  il*  practical 
results^  The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
were  current  throughout  ihe  country,  snd  consiJluted  k 
circulating  medium  of  uniform  value,  equal  lo,  and,  in 
some  instsncea,  above,  gold  and  «lver.  Da  the  nolea  of 
thedepuaiie  banks  answerthis  purposef  No,  far  from 
it)  they  hsve  a  local  circulation,  and  da  not  command 
Ihe  general  confidence  of  the  community  in  any  greater 
degiee  Ihan  formerly.  Herein,  then,  is  a  tot^l  failure 
and  JiaappoinltBent)  we  liave  no  substitute  for  Ihe  geD> 
cral  circulating  medium  fumisbed  by  the  Bank  ofth* 
United  Staiea.  But  not  only  are  the  people  thus  put  lo 
ini:onvenience,  with  a  certainly  of  tou,  in  the  want  of 
unitorroity  in  valueof  the  depotile  bank  notes,  but  thn 
Government  itself  is  siready  under  the  necessity  of  in- 
curring ribksand  expense  in  transporting  specie  to  points 
where  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were 
formerly  current.  Such  being  the  experience  oftbt 
new  sysiero,  is  it  not  strange  thai  the  present  Secreiarr 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Woodbury)  should  tell  us,  as  ho 
does  in  his  last  annual  report,  "  that  the  genrrat  curren- 
cy of  Ihe  country  haa,  in  the  mean  tune,  greatly  improved, 
inilcad  of  deteriorate df 

The  uniform  excellence  of  the  currency  at  the  tins* 
of  the  change  is  well  known.  Is  the  Secretary  sincera 
when  he  says  it  is  improved?  The  truth  is,  it  was  scarce- 
ly susceptible  of  improvement.  But  when  he  says  it  is 
improved,  instead  of  deteriorated,  I  call  for  faci^  and 
sm  not  content  wilh  his  naked  deelaralion.  .ITIut  doe« 
he  mean  b^  tfae  teroM  "general  currency/"  If  he  mean 
gold  and  lilrcr,  tbcM  certainly  are  no  better  Uuui  they 
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were  in  1833|  and,  indeed,  the  goiS  \*  not  quite  lo  fini! 
Bi  it  w*>  >t  that  lime;  for,  in  the  gnnd  concpption  ol 
the  "yellow  boy  humbug,"  it  \>a»  determined  lo  uie 
leM  gold  and  more  alloy,  but  still  cal)  it  all  eold.  But  I 
preaume  the  Secretary  meana  that  the  whole  currency 
□r  the  counli7,  botti  metallic  and  paper,  is  improved. 


il)  that,  at  this  time,  none  of  (he  State  bank  notei 
nand  tbe  confidence  of  the  community,  and  anawer  all 
the  purposes  oF  f;aM  and  silver,  aa  did  the  notes  of  the 
Sank  of  the  United  Slates.  If  we  compare  the  pro- 
portions of  gold  and  lilver  with  the  amount  of  bank 
note  circulation  at  thia  time,  there  is  len  cause  for  con- 
fidence in  the  latter  now  than  formerly.  And,  as  there 
hai  been  a  greater  increase  of  banks  and  banking  capi- 
tal In  the  United  States,  during  the  last  five  years,  than 
was  ever  before  known  in  a  similar  period,  accompani- 
ed, too,  with  a  correspondent  expansion  of  bank  note 
inue  and  circulation,  we  must  be  atiti  Rtore  attoniahed 
that  Hr.Woodbury  aliould  have  reported  "that  the  gen- 
eral currency  of  the  country  is  improved,  instead  of  de- 
teriorated." 

I  cannot  omit  here  to  Invite  the  particular  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  eitraurdinary  increase  of  banka  since 
December,  1839,  when  the  first  assault  waa  made  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  It  should  be  remembered 
thai  tbii  attack  was  made,  and  lias  been  continued,  un- 
der the  allegation  that  the  banking  system  is  wrong,  and 
wa*  now  to  be  restrained,  if  nut  abolished.  I  have  be- 
fore atated  that,  after  llic  realorttion  of  a  sound  and  uni- 
form currency,  and  public  confidence  was  established  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  as  well  as  in  the  seve- 
ral Stale  banks  which  survived  the  shock  of  the  dread- 
ful crisis  before  alluded  to,  there  were  but  twelve  banks 
chartered  in  the  next  ten  years  terminating  in  Decem- 
ber, I8?9.  But  mark  the  extraordinary  cbangel  From 
January,  1830,  to  January,  1835,  Ihere  were  chartered 
two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  banks,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  eighty-six  millions,  making,  with  the  others 
then  in  operation,  five  liundred  and  fifty-eight  banks, 
with  a  capital  of  more  than  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
million*  of  dollars!  And  since  that  lime,  still  further 
and  enormous  additions  have  been  made  by  the  creation 
of  other  banks  with  very  large  capitali  in  moat  of  the 
Wealern  and  Southwestern  Stales.  All  this  has  been  prin- 
cipally done  by  that  same  party  who  professed  to  be  op- 
posed lo  banks  >nd  promised  to  aubatitute  the  "yel- 
low jackel"  currency.  I'he  friends  and  supporters  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  a  prominent  candidate  for  the  presiden- 
cy, bad  a  decided  mHJority  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
Ohio  during  (be  winter  of  1833-';!*,  immediately  after 
tbe  removal  of  the  depoaites;  and  at  that  time  they  nra- 
(Sessed  to  be  in  favor  of  a  metallic  currency,  but  char- 
tered a  number  of  banks,  having  an  aggregate  capital 
of  more  than  five  millions  of  dolUrk!  And  in  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  own  Slsle,  (New  York,)  promising,  as  he  and 
hii  friends  did,  sn  abandonment  of  the  paper  system, 
they  have,  in  the  last  four  or  five  years,  increased  the 
number  of  banks  from  about  thirty-seven  to  eighty -seven! 
Here  ia  a  discrepancy  between  profeasiona  and  practice, 
which  a  just  sense  of  propriety  will  not  fail  to  condemn 
H  a  cunning  stratagem  lo  deceive  the  people,  and  prac- 
tise on  the  credulity  of  the  country. 

NotwitbiUnding  thia  alarming  slate  of  things,  Hr. 
Wfiodbury  says  "  the  general  currency  of  tbe  country 
is  improved,  inatead  of  deteriorated." 

In  connexion  with  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Mr.  B. 
■aid  he  would  briefly  refer  lo  the  stale  of  our  domestic 
exchange.  I'abular  atatetnenlg  showing  the  rale  of  ex- 
change were  oflen  appended  to  the  returns  of  tbe  Bsnk 
of  the  United  stales,  and  may  be  seen  ifrenttemen  will 
take  tb«  trouble  to  refer  to  tlirm.    By  ificK  it  appcan 


(aitd  my  own  recollection  CDnBrma  the  Act)  that  the 
whole  exchange  system  was,  for  a  scries  of  years,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  tbe  deposites,  conducted 
at  Just  and  uniform  rates,  and  certainly  with  aigml  ad- 
vantage to  the  country.  In  Mr.  Taney's  tcporl,  aa  al- 
ready quoted,  he  nys  the  Slate  banks  "will  afford  facil- 
ities to  commerce,  and  in  the  buainesa  of  domestic  ex- 
change, equal  to  any  which  the  community  have  hereto- 
fore enjoyed."  And  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  last  annual 
report,  says:  "The  facilities  that  have  been  furnisbed 
to  the  commercial  community  in  domestic  exchang* 
were  probably  never  greater,  or  at  so  moderate  rates." 
After  this  declaration,  il  <i  strange  that  be  did  not  fiiT- 
ni^  tables  ahowing  Ihe  rate  of  exchange  throughout 
the  country,  as  we  might  then  have  inaliluted  k  com- 
parison of  the  rates  under  the  two  systems.  I  am  com- 
pelled to  quesiinn  the  fact  thus  stated,  because  the  com- 
mercial experience  of  Ihe  last  year  is  at  variance  with  it, 
and  the  daily  acco<ints  show  the  domestic  exchange  to 
have  risen.  But  the  Secrelsry,  being  willing,  I  tup* 
poae,  to  afTurd  some  light  on  the  subject,  lermmale*  bia 
annus!  report  with  whal  waa  probably  the  only  exchange 
table  he  had.  And  what,  sir,  do  you  suppose  it  con* 
tainsf  Why,  instead  of  exhibiting  the  rates  of  purchas- 
ing and  selling  exchange  at  Ihe  principal  cities  and 
towns  in  all  the  Stales,  we  have  an  account  of  aome 
petty  operaliona  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hanip*ire.  By 
thia  wehear  thai  this  bank  purchased  domcatic  exchange, 
in  the  space  of  forty-two  days,  to  the  amount  of  nine- 
teen thousand  two  hundred  and  flflv.ane  dollars,  and 
sold  checka  for  thirty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  for- 
ty-five dollars!  How  marvellously  important!  And  the 
Secretary  also  infornit  ui  that  this  Commercial  Bsnk 
purchases  and  collects  exchange  on  New  Bedford,  Nan- 
tucket, Bangor,  Uiivcr,  and  Concord!  end  that  the 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Boston  purchaaea  exchange'  on 
Taunton,  Beverly,  and  Marblebead!  But  in  thia  tabte, 
BO  imposingly  exhibited,  an  entire  ailence  is  observed 
as  to  the  rates  on  which  these  banks  sell  checka  or 
drafts  on  other  placet. 

I  have  compared  this  meager  exchange  table  with  Ihrt 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  1833,  when  the  new 
system  commenccdj  and  il  will  b«  apparent  to  any  per- 
son who  will  make  the  examination,  that  the  advantage* 
in  the  rate  of  exchange  were  decidedly  greater  than 
they  are  shown  to  be  by  the  imposing  operaliona  in 
Ibis  New  Hampshire  bank. 

Hr.  B.  said  he  would  next  turn  his  attention  to  the 
circular  of  tbe  Clinton  Bank,  aa  he  thought  it  waa 
nearly  allied  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry.  By  Ibis 
paper  il  appears  that  that  bank,  on  Ihe  6th  uf  thi* 
motith,  (April,)  directed  such  of  the  receivers  of  publitt 
money*  a*  deposited  with  it,  not  to  receive,  after  tbe 
30lb,  the  nol'ea  of  any  of  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
other  than  the  deposite  banks,  unleM  ibereaflcr  inilrucl- 
ed  to  that  effect  by  that  inslilulion. 

In  1833  Ihe  notes  of  the  Ohio  State  banks,  with  few 
if  any  exceptions,  were  received,  without  condition,  in 
payment  of  all  debts  or  revenue  in  that  State.  This,  M 
seems,  is  no  longer  the  case.  An  abrupt  and  exiraop- 
dinary  change  is  made,  and  I  will  presently  speak  of 
the  oppreasive  influence  of  the  change  both  on  the  peo- 
ple and  the  banks  of  Ohio.  At  present  I  allude  lo  it 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  derangement  of  domes- 
tic exchange,  and  the  erroneous  calcuTstioiis  of  Messrs. 
Taney  and  Woodbury.  I  here  again  invite  the  Houte 
lo  call  to  mind  Ihe  parlicubr  paaatge*  which  have 
been  already  quoted  from  the  report*  of  the  l*o  Sec- 

'he  flrat  reason  aaaigned  in  Ihe  circular  for  tht*  meai- 

ia,  that  it  "is  difficult  and  expensive  to  convert  the 

;s  of  Ihese  banks  Into  fundi  receivable  by  tbe  Treaa- 

ury  Department  in  tbe  GaiterD  cilki."  Why  ii  Ibif  m.' 
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Thii  objection  did  not  ekiu  in  former  yean.  Wli»t 
kind  of  funds  can  tlie  Secntini  require  in  the  Eastern 
citieif  Nothings,  uirely,  beyond  gold  or  silver.  Do  not 
•11  the  bsnki  in  Ohio  psy  p>1d  or  silver  far  their  notes 
on  demand.*  Certainly.  Are  not  many  of  them  of  old 
■nd  well-ealabiiihed  credit,  and  poiaesaed  of  lar^  capi- 
tal' Yeitand.  in  all  the>«  particuitra,  serrral  of  them 
at^nd  higher  Ihsn  ihe  one  vhich  ia  now  dictating-  terms. 
In  Myin^  thii,  I  da  not  mean  to  impeach  the  credit  of 
the  Clinton  Banki  but  I  (hink  it  right  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Ihe  Houw  to  the  fact  that  this  inalitulinn,  now 
■eiercising  thli  power,  deriTed  from  the  Treamry  De- 
psrtment,  ia  xnong  the  yaun^it  banks  in  the  Stale, 
bMTing  beta  incorporated  in  1833-'34,  and  lis  capital, 
■s  reported  by  Ihe  Secretary,  being  only  tvo  hundred 
nd  eighiy-nine  Ibounnd  doibrs. 

It  vitl  b«  observed  that  this  bank  does  not  decline 
taking  the  nolea  of  other  inslituliona  in  payment  of  it* 
own  debt*.  Then,  why  are  ihey  rejected  for  those  Of 
the  GoTerBinent?  The  anawer  msy  be  (t»lhered  from 
the  circular.  The  banks  are  Informed  that  their  paper 
ahalt  not  be  taken  for  the  public  Jebti,  unlesa  they  vill 
consent  to  redeem  it  by  dtifta  on  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, or  Biilimore,  payable  Ihirly  days  after  dale,  «t  par! 
The  reaaon  for  dictating  these  terms  is  thus  given :  ■■  In- 
stances occur  daily  of  Eastern  funds  being  conrerted  at 
a  profll  into  the  paper  of  the  local  banks,  which  ia  paid 
into  the  land  offices)  and  Ihe  burden  of  conyerting  Ihe 
paper  ag:ain  into  Uaatern  funds  is  thrown  upon  tlie  inxli- 
tutK'ns  receiving  the  public  money."  Now,  air,  on  whom 
should  Ihe  burden  reat  [Lf  it  be  such)  but  on  Ihe  deposite 
bankaf  They  have  the  great  and  extraordinary  adv>n- 
tage  and  profit  incident  to  the  enormoui  amount  of  pub- 
Uc  depoi'ites  on  wliich  they  are  operating)  and  ihe  only 
Conaideralion  which  they  give  for  Ihis  is  the  engage- 
ment to  traniferlhe  public  money  as  the  necesaitiea  of  the 
Government  require.  But  it  aeems  they  begin  already, 
in  an  indirect  way,  to  demand  new  terms.  If  their  con- 
tracts are  onemui,  they  are  afraid  to  avow  it,  and  seek 
to  defer  the  evil  day  by  an  attempt  to  cast  the  loss  or  in- 
convenience on  the  other  insliluiiona  who  have  no  par- 
lion  of  the  profit*.  But  believin)t,  aa  1  do,  that  theae 
deposite  banks  are  deriving  great  sdrantagea  from  the 
use  of  the  public  money,  lor  which  they  make  no  ade- 
quate return,  their  present  movement  crMtea  a  just  fear 
that  Ihey  deaign  slill  to  increaae  these  advantages,  by 
securing  ihe  circulation  of  iheir  own  note*  and  a  like 
control  over  the  exchange  of  ihe  country.  Tbey  begin 
this  by  discrediting  the  Ohio  noteat  and,  finding  this 
tolerated,  and  llial  they  have  Ihe  power  to  "create  and 
destroy,"  they  will  toon,  in  turn,  discredit  the  noiea  of 
the  banks  of  other  Ststei,  which  they  are  now  introdu- 
cing among  us.   IF,  aa  Ur.  Woodbury  says,  "  the  facili- 
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<r  at  ao  moderate  ratei,  whence  originates  the  state  of 
tilings  disclosed  by  this  cireuUrf  "Eastern  funds  being 
convrrted  daily,  at  a  profit,  into  the  paper  of  the  local 
bankal"  But  mark  the  balance  of  the  sentence:  the  de- 
posite bank  doea  not  complain  of  Ihe  burden  of  con- 
verting the  piper  of  the  Ohio  banka  into  gold  and  silver, 
(which  the  Government  is  bound  to  receive,)  but  of  the 
burden  of  eon  verting  it  into  "Eastern  fundt!"  Here 
lies  the  rub!  Thia  ia  the  unwelcome  truth  which  the 
Secretanr  muat  at  laat  acknowledge.  But,  in  order  to 
atifle  and  conceal  it  from  public  view  aa  long  a*  possible, 
Ihe  independent  Ohio  banks  are  forced  to  incur  the  loha 
and  ezpenaeof  furnishing  Eastern  funds  for  the  Treasury, 
under  Ibe  penally  o(  having  their  notes  diacredited.  I 
hold,  aubjeet  to  the  use  of  all  who  wish  to  refer  lo  it,  a 
tabular  statement  of  the  condition  of  all  the  Ohio  banks) 
and  I  aver  that  they  are  aa  sound,  and  possessed  of  as 
ample  means  to  aniwer  all  demands  against  Ihem,  as  the 
baoki  of  any  other  Slate  iit  this  Union.  Their  propor- 
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(ion  of  ^ecie  to  paper  circulation  is  probably  greater 
than  that  of  Ibe  banks  of  moat  of  the  States. 

This  measure  is  unjust  and  oppressive)  the  terms  are 
dictated,  not  proposed  as  matter*  of  negotiation,  but 
absolutrly  dictated  as  a  tine  qua  mm.  The  banks  are 
required  to  redeem  their  notes,  not  in  gold  and  ailver, 
but  by  drafts  on  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore, 
at  Ibirty  days  from  date,  at  par!  This,  air,  it  but  insult 
and  mockery!  In  Ihe  present  slate  of  exchange  be< 
tween  Ohio  and  those  cities,  it  is  far  belter  to  have  Iheip 
notes  returned  home  upon  them  than  to  redeem  them 
on  the  terma  thus  offered.  The  ileposi'e  bank  com- 
plains of  Ihe  burden  of  collecting  (he  public  money)  snd 
yet  Mr.  Woodbury  aaya,  "thia  Department  take*  pleas- 
ure in  slating  that  the  public  money  continue*  to  be 
collected  and  deposited,  under  the  present  system  of  se- 
lected banks,  with  great  ease  and  economy  in  all  cases, 
and  with  greater,  in  aome,  than  at  any  former  period." 
The  Secretary  or  the  bank  ia  wrong;  both  cannot  be  cor* 
rect)  for  their  atatements  are  totally  inconiistent. 

But  this  power  over  the  domestic  exchange  of  the 
country  has  been  frequently  pronounced  a  dnngercua 
one,  which  requires  to  be  constantly  and  vigilantly 
guarded.  Mr.  Woodbury  expressed  and  urged  thi* 
opinion  in  his  first  annual  report  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  there  quotes  with  approbation  Ihe  follow.  . 
ing  passage  tram  the  late  Secretary  Crawford  :  "  It  ia  the 
establiihment  of  ihe  principle,  and  not  the  amount  of  the 
exaction,  which  will  exhibit  the  power  of  the  bank  lo  lay 
conlributions  on  the  commerce  of  the  nation  ad  libilum. 
And  having  used  Ihis  arRument  against  the  Bank  of  Ihe 
United  Slates,  Mr.  Woodbury  finds  his  new  systera  sub- 
ject tu  the  simc  objection,  but  altcTnpt*  to  impair  it* 
force,  ind  says  thst,  "  under  a  syslem  of  only  detached 
and  inilependent  Slate  banks,  the  community  will  be  re- 
lieved from  the  danger  and  injuries  to  which  It  would 
be  eipnsed  under  a  great  combined  solitsry  power  iif  ft 
single  inslituiion,  seeking  often  to  control  and  monopo- 
lize, it  is  feared,  solely  fur  its  own  enhanced  emolument^ 
the  whole  business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic." I  agree,  air,  thai  thia  power  over  Ihe  exchange 
of  the  country  ia  an  important  and  dangerous  one,  no 
matter  where  it  is  held.  It  is  a  fallacious  dininctloti,  a 
mere  subierfuge,  to  say  it  i>  not  susceptible  of  abuse 
when  held  by  a  combination  of  State  banks.  It  la  in 
vain  to  call  them  "detached  and  independent,"  after 
they  have  formed  a  league.  If  Ihese  deposite  banks 
cannot  exercise  Ihis  oppressive  and  dangerous  ])ower — if 
no  one  of  them  can  seek  and  monapollze  the  exchange 
business  solely  fur  lit  own  enhanced  eraolumenis,  where- 
fore has  iheCJinlon  Bank  the  power  to  prescribe  terma  In 
regard  lo  debladue  Ihe  Government,  whichieeure  tlie  ex- 
clusive control  over  the  circulation  and  exchange  of  the 
Stated  The  lerm*  prescribed  are  oneroua,  unjust,  and 
oppressive.  But  for  a  moment  concede  them  lo  be  fair) 
they  are  dictated,  and  astumelhe  power  of  imposition! 
What  then  becomes  of  the  principle  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  quoted  with  so  much  a  pp  rob  a  linn  by  Mr. 
Woodbury^  Suppose  Ihese  term*  are  met  and  com- 
plied wilh,  what  prevents  another  and  another  impo*- 
siilon,  iiniil  the  other  bank*  shall  be  literally  persecuted 
and  oppressed  out  of  existence,  and  l!ie  entire  and  ex- 
clusive control  ia  obtained  by  the  deposite  bsnks  over 
the  circulation  and  eichsngeF  Then,  sir,  "thl*com- 
munity"  will  di*cover,  "it  is  feared,"  that  it  was  not 
'*  relieved  from  the  danger  snd  injuries  to  which  it  wu 
exposed  under  a  gretx  and  combined  power,"  (not,  how- 
ever, of  a  single  instilution  with  numerous  branches, 
bul)  oiaboul  forty  "detached  and  independent  banks," 
extended  into  every  seclion  of  the  country,  actinjf  in  con- 
certed system  under  a  great  central  viceroy  at  Washing- 
ton, who  at  this  moment  ia  shrouded  in  greater  mysterr 
than  Ihe'secret  moverof  Hirlzel'i  cliesa-pla^er.  Bul  thu 
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riceriTf  hu  ■  viceroj  orcr  him,  uid  (he  enormoui  moncf 
power  at  Ihii  nMlan  is  now  controlled  by  %  linglc  hand ! 
Were  the  libertiei  of  the  nation  in  danger  under  the 
fiirmer  tyttrm,  they  are  now  doubly  lo! 

The  capital  oflhe  Banh  of  the  United  Statea  wai 
tliiny-fire  tnilliont  of  dolbM,  and  tbU  waa  divided  and 
uaed  by  llie  bank  and  it*  twenty-three  brattehei.  Tbe 
public  depoiitea  rarely  exceeded  fire  tnilliont  of  dolUri, 
and  were  aoon  called  for  in  tbe  diacharge  of  the  public 
debt  and  rxpenditurea.  Thua  it  rarely  happened  that 
the  money  power,  admitting  the  danger  of  ill  abuie, 
exceeded  fat*y  millioni.  Bui  behold  the  contraat!  The 
combined  capital  of  the  preaenl  depoaile  banka  ia  up' 
»>rda  of  forty-three  roltlionl  of  dollani  their  number  at 
preaent  it  thirty-aix,  and  the  power  to  add  to  it  ii  un- 
lioiitedl  The  public  money  known  to  be  on  depoaile  ig 
near  tbirty-aeveii  mllliona  of  dollan,  and  it  daily  inereaa- 
ing.  Five  milliani  roore  are  at  thia  moment  eSpecled 
from  France  and  Napleli  in  payment  of  indemnitini  and 
theaeTenmiilioni  of  the  United  Btatea  Bank  ilock  will 
•oon  be  paid(  and  thu>,  inalead  of  forty  miUiona,  (here 
will  be  nearly  one  hundred  milliani  of  dollan  nibject  to 
(hit  abuse.'  And  aa  we  have  nowno  nalional  debt  (o  re- 
duce thia  money,  (except  the  balance  due  to  tome  of 
our  citizeni  out  of  the  indemnitiet  ju>t  mentioned,)  and 
a*  Mr.  Yan  Buren'a  friendi,  who  hn'd  the  power  in  Con- 
greii^  will  not,  it  ii  aiid,  agree  lo  diride  thia  money 
among  Ihe  Statea,  the  fund  muat  continue  not  only  large, 
bulaubject  to  be  I  oat  by  Ihe  inaolveney  of  ihe  banki,  or 
to  be  uacd  and  abuted,  by  bringing  "  (he  power  of  the 
General  Oovemment  into  conflict  wilb  (he  freedom"  of 
the  prcMilenlial  election  which  it  aoon  to  lake  place! 

Sir,  (nid  Mr.  B.,]  the  people  of  Ohio  are  patriotic, 
brare,  aitd  independent:  they  lore  their  country,  and 
vill  de*Dte  (heir  "  lifea,  fortunei,  and  aacred  honor," 
to  Ita  defence.  They  are  jeatoui^  too,  of  any  encroach* 
■lent  on  their  State  righli)  tliey  hare  ju*t  cauae  to  be 
proud  of  their  State,  and  will  not  auffer  ita  lovereignty 
to  be  tamlihed.  They  abhor,  and  will  reiiat,  tyranny 
and  oppreiaion,  come  when  it  will,  or  from  whom  il 
may.  The  atep  now  taken  (here  it  but  an  Incipient 
meaaure— an  experiment!  it  will  be  met,  ai:J,  I  tniat,  re- 
tia(ed.  If  tolerated,  it  will  aoon  be  re-enacted  in  tn- 
other  and  another  State,  until  the  ayilem  of  "  detached 
Mid  independent  bankt"  shall  aecure  to  ittetf  the  exclu- 
iWe  Gonlrol  at  well  over  (he  bank  note  circulation,  at 
■II  Ibe  busineai  of  exchange  throughout  the  United 
Btalea.  1  now  warn  and  admonish  gentlemen  lo  be  on 
the  alert,  and  join  Oliio  in  (he  early,  prompt,  and  de- 
termined raaittanie  of  iliisdetpoiic  and  opprenive  meai- 
urel  Thai  which  ia  a  present  trouble  with  ui  twain 
you  all  I  your  house  will  be  next  on  fire,  if  the  flame  be 
not  at  once  subdued.  A  careleat  indifTerencc  and  tlug- 
gidi  lethargy  al  (hit  crisis  will,  I  fear,  soon  discover  to 
the  peoplethal  they  hsie  beenillured,  not  by  Ihe  siren's 
song,  but  (he  subtle  natoning  oflhe  wllj  Secretary! 

Mr.  B.  said  be  would  here  beg  leave  to  read  to  the 
House  the  folloving  notice,  issued  by  tbe  receiver  of 
public  nwaeya  at  ZanetviUe,  in  Ohio: 


■■Pursuant  loinatructions  received  frtim  Ihe  Clinton 
Bank  of  Columbus,  dated  April  6,  1836,  there  will  not 
be  any  money,  other  than  that  innexed  below,  received 
•t  this  office  in  payment  of  public  lands  aher  the  30lb 
«f  this  montb. 

Gold  and  silver. 

QUo' — Paper  of  Ihe  depotite  hanka,  fix  tClinlon  Bank 
ofColumbui^  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  Franklin 
Bank  of  Cincinnati. 

New  Font.— Paper  of  the  baiikt  in  New  Tork  city, 
Albany,  and  BufTilo. 

JVntr  Jertey.— Paper  of  all  the  bankt. 


Dtlmaart. — Paper  of  all  the  banks. 

Fetmiyhania. — Paper  of  llie  banks  in  Philadelphia, 
York  Bank,  Lancaster,  Harrisburg,  Hiddlelown,  Cohim- 
bia  Bridge,  Cheater  County,  Chambersburj;,  Carlisle, 
Pittsburg,  Merchants  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Pituburg. 

Jlfa^/oni/.— Paper  of  tbe  baoksatBtliimoreiFarmera' 

fank  of  Maryland  and  branches)   Hageratown  Bankt 
rederick  County  Bankt  Farmers  and  Hechanica'  Bank, 
Fredetick  County)  Washington  County  Bank. 
Duiria  of  CoJumiia.— Paper  of  all  Ihe  banks. 
Virginia, — Paper  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  branch- 
S|  Farmers'  Btnk  of  Virginia  and  branches)  Bank  of  the 


tt  It  underatood  (hat  timilar  inatmctiont  are  given  la 
the  other  reccivera  who  depoaite  at  the  Clinton  Bank. 
These  orders  moat  teriouily  sfTecl,  and  Indirectly  con- 
trol, tbe  currency  and  banks  of  Ohio.  NotwithstandinK 
■heir  eatabli^ed  credit  and  ample  mean^  and  atlhougli 
their  notes  are  payable  and  paid  in  specie  on  demand, 
tbe  bankt  in  Ohio  are  lo  be  ditcredited  by  the  Gavem- 
menl;  and  for  this  purpose,  power  it  giycn  lo  one  of  the 
youngest  instilutions  in  the  State!  What  renden  (hit 
outrage  and  oppression  Uill  more  unjust  snd  odious  is, 
that,  simultaneously  with  the  discredit  oflhe  Ohio  banks, 
it  is  announced,  from  the  same  aource,  that  the  public 
debts  in  Ohio  may  be  paid  in  notes  of  ihe  banks  in  New 
Turk,  Albany,  and  Buffalo)  in  notea  of  all  Ihe  banks  in 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  and  of  the  Dialrict  of  Colum- 
bia) and  in  nearly  all  the  banks  of  Pennqiivsnii,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia. 

By  this  measure,  Ohio  isto  be  deprived  of  all  Ihe  lead- 
ing advantages  of  her  bankai  and  her  own  cititena  will 
be  constrained  lo  become  die  reluctant  inairumentt  of 
the  work!  Our  own  banks,  with  which  our  people  are 
familiar,  and  whose  operations  have  to  cstentially  con- 
tribuied  to  aid  (he  enterprise  of  her  cilizent,  and  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  (he  S(ate,  are  thus  suddenly  dis- 
credited,  without  cauaci  and  Ihe  nolet  of  favored  bsnka 
in  New  fork  and  tome  other  States  are  to  take  their 
place.  The  dirrct  tendency  of  thia  step  is  to  drive  tbe 
notes  of  Ihe  Ohio  banks  out  of  circulation,  and  to  trant- 
fer  the  specie  from  the  Slate  to  the  Alltn^  cities,  ea> 
prcislly  New  York)  to  which,  it  seems,  all  the  Sta(ce 
mutt  pay  tribute)  and  before  long,  probably,  we  ihall 
be  all  cons(raiDed  to  make  (here  a  kind  of  pilgrimage, 
aa  to  Mecca! 

The  circulation  in  Ohio  it  herealier  lo  contitt  of  the 
notes  of  certain  bvorite  banks,  moat  of  them  situate  in 
dittant  Slates,  and  of  which  our  people  bare  no  knowl- 
edge whatever.  This  operation  promotet  the  inlereitt 
ofthe  few,  lo  the  injury  of  tbe  many,  and  conttilatet  an 
odioua  monopoly!  Heretofore,  when  the  people  of  Ohio 
wanted  specie,  and  held  the  notei  of  her  hank*,  it  could 
be  easily  obtained)  but  when  tbote  bankt  ahall  have 
been,  aa  they  are  about  to  be,  oppreised  out  of  exitlence, 
and  the  nolet  of  (he  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  other 
State  bankt,  ahall  conttilute  our  circulation,  where  will 
our  people  get  apecie  for  an  emergency?  Hr.  Taney, 
in  his  report.  Said:  "By  agreement  among  ihemsetvea 
[(he  depoaile  banks]  lo  honor  each  other's  notes  aitd 
drafts,  they  are  providing  a  general  currency,  at  leatt  aa 
sound  as  (hat  of  (he  Bank  of  the  United  SUlea."  Hat 
ih'ia  agreement  been  formed?  Will  these  depotite  btnka 
redeem,  when  in  Ihe  handa  of  individuals,  the  notes  of 
each  o(her,  inditcriminalelyF  They  are  not  bound  to 
do  to  by  any  express  coninct,  of  which  the  public  is 
aware,  and  certunty  no  implied  promiae  exitla.  In  thi^ 
then,  the  nation  has  been  disip pointed.  But  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, in  hit  report,  tayt,  many  of  these  bank*  "  have 
entered  into  aalutary  arrangements  for  the  redemption 
in  our  larger  citiea  of  tnott  of  their  biUa  vhich  may  b« 
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which  ire  received  in  pifinenl  of  public  duei.     By 
Oontrtct,  in  rcjtird  to  the  public  depoiitei,  u  repor 


received  in  ptyment  or  public  duo."  Here,  then,  ii 
Ibe  "better  ciirrrncy"  which  wu  pramiMi)!  Let  m 
uialXze  it.  The  Seeretiry  mjt  tniny—not  ill,  but 
many — of  these  binki  h»»e  x  nlutiry  »rrmn([ement — not 
to  honor  etch  other*!  notes,  whether  held  hy  the  Got- 
emtnent  or  people,  is  implied,  if  not  expressed,  in  whst 
Ur.  Taney  Mid,  but  to  redeem,  in  our  Isrre  cities,  not 
>l>,  but  moit  or  their  bills  not  held  by  indivtdu&la,  bat 

reported 

fer  all  tnoneyi  for  the  Oaveniroent.  Then,  what  advan- 
tage or  acconmodition  is^ined  by  this  aalutary  irrange- 
ment,  either  to  the  GoTemment  or  people'  None)  it  it 
a  mere  parade,  used  od  eapfoniftHn.  Tbe  Government 
did  not  need  it,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people  rarelj 
mo  to  New  Turk  and  the  other  large  citieai  but  iTtbej 
did,  tbey  could  not  avail  themselves  of  this  Mlulary  ar- 
rangement, for  it  la  only  to  redeem  notes  received  in 
payment  of  public  duesi  The  community,  then,  will  be 
obli^d  to  submit  to  lossea  and  discounts  on  the  different 
bank  notci^  the  proBls  of  which  will  psM  into  the  hand* 
of  the  usurer*  or  broker*,  who  will  soon  be  found  in 
every  town  and  vilhge  of  tbe  State.  Since  this  oppres- 
sive step,  its  influences  are  already  felt.  I  have  to-day 
seen  •  newspaper,  printed  in  Cincinnati,  which  itstes 
that  all  tbe  notes  of  the  Ohio  banks,  bot  payable  in  that 
city,  are  at  a  discount  there  of  from  one  to  five  per  cent. 
We  were  promUed  a  better  currency  i  and  the  im- 
provement connita  in  aubatituting  bank  notea  to  which 
we  are  entire  strangera,  (or  those  we  are  ftmiliar  with 
and  have  confidence  in!  We  were  told  by  Hr.  Tanej 
that  the  "  change  had  rescued  the  poorer  classes  from 
almost  the  whole  inconvenience  to  which  they  chiefly 
were  exposed,  by  tbe  discredit  of  bsnk  notes,  and  from 
moat  of  the  loaaea  they  suffered  by  connterfeits."  What 
an  instructive  coromenlary  is  th«  order  referred  to  on 
the  text  Just  quoted!  The  first  movement  of  the  Trett- 
ury  is  to  drive  out  of  circulation,  "at  one  fell  swoop," 
all  tbe  notes  of  twenty-eight  out  of  the  ihlrty-one  Ohio 
banks,  In  which  many  of  Ibe  p«Dpte  have  a  direct  inter- 
est, and  all  have  confidence!  Thit  step  is  immediately 
followed  by  introducing  among  u*  the  note*  of  tome 
forty  or  filly  different  hinkt  of  other  States,  in  which 
the  cilitent  of  Ohio  have  no  Interett  and  but  nille  eon- 
ftdence,  and  in  receiving  which  tbey  will  be  doubly  es- 

Eoted  to  all  the  inconvenience  suiting  from  discredited 
■nk  notes,  and  their  danger  of  losses  by  counterfeits 
increased  tenfold. 

We  are  told  by  Hr.  Woodbury  that  the  currency  was 
never  more  unifonn,  nor  domestic  exchange  at  so  mod. 
crate  rsteti  and  yet  his  agent  in  Ohio  ssys  that  tbe  notes 
of  the  State  banks  before  mentioned  command  a  pre- 
mium in  Ohio — a  state  of  things,  until  now,  unknown 
there  for  many  yean.  I  am  assured  by  an  intelligent 
merchant  jnil  from  Ohio,  and  the  aamc  thing  i*  con- 
firmed by  •  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  great  retpecta- 
bllityln  that  State,  that  the  bank*  in  Colnmbua  (the 
Clinton  Bank  being  one  of  them)  ire  unsble,  or  decline, 
to  fumiah  checka  on  the  Eulern  cities  upon  any  tenni. 
We  were  aasurcd  by  Hr.  Taney  that  no  one  of  these 
banks  would,  under  his  arrangement,  poaaesi  that  abso- 
lute and  almost  unlimited  dominion  over  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  State*  which,  he  said,  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  State*  held,  and  by  which  it  was 
enabled,  at  any  moment,  at  it*  pleasure,  to  distress  the 
country.  Tet,  we  now  see  one  of  the  youngest  banks 
In  Ohio  holding  all  this  power,  derived,  too,  directly 
ttam  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  eierciMng  it  in 
%  manner  cslculsted  to  produce  all  the  baneful  Influ- 
ences and  effects  from  which  it  was  promised  we  were 
to  be  fi'eed. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  explain  to  the  Hoiuct  that  io 


the  Western  country  It  ia  essential  to  the  general  etir. 
rency  and  credit  of  l>ank  notes  that  they  be  talten  in 
payment  for  publlclandsiandit  la  an  tminediale  pasiport 
to  a  bank  note  to  aay  ofit  that  it  it  "  land  olBce  money." 
With  this  explanation,  I  cannot  here  omit  to  press  upon 
tbe  consideration  of  gentlemen  the  violent  and  itnhsppy 
consequences  which  threaten  tbe  bank*  and  people  oT 
Ohio,  under  thii  sudden  change  in  their  currency. 
At  a  mamenl  when  the  circulation  of  all  the  bank*  i* 
greatly  expanded,  and  an  extensive  credit  created  in 
general  bunneas  and  trade,  with  no  reason  to  anticipate 
a  shock)  st  this  moment,  I  say,  the  Treaaury,  by  its 
agent,  issues  an  order  which  discredits  nearly  the  whole 
bank  note  circulation  in  Ohio,  and  must  return  the  notes 
of  the  different  banks  so  rapidly  as  to  compel  them, 
however  reluctantly,  to  press  their  debtors.  Here, 
again,  it  will  be  remembered  that  Ur.  Taney,  in  his  re- 

tort,  urged  that  all  suiA  reduction  in  circulation  should 
e  gtaduatly  made,  without  giving  a  shook  to  the  cur- 
rency, or  producing  a  pressure  on  the  community.  By 
way  of  enformng  thii  self-evident  proposition,  he  sdded, 
that  such  a  pressure  compelled  the  Slate  bank*  to  call 
on  tbeir  debtors  end  curtail  tbeir  accounts,  which  be- 
came  still  more  onerous  where  specie  was  required)  u, 
in  such  case,  the  bank*  were  obliged  to  make  requisi- 
tions in  the  proportion  ofSve  to  onci  that  ia,  in  order  to 
get  one  hundred  thousand  dolUn  In  Mirer,  tbey  would 
be  constrained  to  reduce  their  accommodations  or  dis- 
counts five  hundred  thousand  dollar*.  Are  we  not  sur- 
prised,  then,  to  see  Hr.  Woodbury  adopting  these  very 
measures,  so  Justly  condemned  by  Hr.  Taney,  at  pro. 
ducing  diaaatrout  contequences  to  the  country?  Hr.  B. 
nid  he  had  fearful  anticipations  for  his  fellow-ciliien*,  if 
this  measure  was  persevered  in,  aa  it  must  compel  the 
banks  not  only  to  curtail  tbeir  dtscounts,  and  make 
heavy  requisitions  on  their  debtors,  but,  in  the  sequet, 
drain  the  Slate  and  people  of  all  their  specie,  leaving  In 
exchange  a  chequered  circulation  of  bank  notes  fram 
other  Ststei,  to  be  in  turn  diacredited.  By  this  order, 
the  notes  of  the  bank  in  the  town  where  the  recover  ' 
resides,  (Zanesville,)andthe  notea  of  the  Franklin  Beidc 
of  Columbus,  in  the  same  street  and  town  with  the  Clin. 
ton  Bank,  are  discredited,  though  equal,  in  all  reepecti^ 
and  one.  If  not  both,  tuperior  in  others,  to  that  deposite 
bank.  Why  is  this  so?  Because  they  will  not  afrree  to 
redeem  their  note*  in  New  Tork,  Philadelphis,  and 
Baltimore,  on  the  same  terms  that  they  pay  them  at 

But  there  is  still  another  objection  to  this  orderi  it 
acta  by  surprise  on  the  people,  and  most  subject  ih«n 
to  great  loss  and  inconvenienee.  As  far  baok  aa  in  1816, 
a  joint  resolution  w»*  passed  by  Congress,  in  tbe  follow. 
ing  words: 

"BaotetdbytkeStnatiandBimttofBeprfatleliBtMof 
tht  OhUtd  .Stota  o/Jmeriea  in  Congtm  atMmhltd,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  a,  re- 

3uired  and  directed  to  adopt  suob  raeaturesss  he  may 
eem  necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  a*  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Trcaniry 
notei,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  a*  bV 
law  provided  and  declaredi  or  in  notea  of  bank*  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  sud  legal  cur- 
rency of  tbe  United  Statesi  and  that,  Irom  and  aher  the 
30th  day  of  Pebrusry  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debt*, 
or  (umi  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the 
United  Stateass  aforeiaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  legalcurrency  of  tbe  United 
State*,  or  Treaiury  notes,  or  notes  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe 
United  Slates,  or  in  notei  of  banks  which  are  payritle 
and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  wd  legal  currency  of  th« 
United  Bute*."     (Approved  30tb  April,  1S16.) 
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At  >bii  period,  (he  Government  had  been  for  wme  time 
in  the  bibit  nf  receiTing  the  notei  of  minx  bank*  which 
had  Hiipended  specie  psyiDentii  but  by  ttiii  reujlution 
il  wM  determined  to  do  lo  no  longer.  There  it  an  im- 
plied uaurance,  however,  contained  in  thii  reaolution, 
that  the  notei  ot  all  the  banka  vhich  were  payable  and 
paid  in  apecie  ihould  be  received.  It  ia  notr  mure  tban 
twenty  year*  unce  that  reaclution  wal  paaaedi  it  ia  alill 
in  force  and  unrepealed.  It  hai  been  (he  constant  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  to  accept  paymtnt  accordlnnly. 
And  now,  without  any  notice,  and  when  it  ii  evident 
that  multitude)  hold  the  Dolea  of  the  Ohio  bank*,  an  ab- 
rupt change  of  (hii  uiige  and  policy  take*  place,  and 
the  implied  faith  of  the  reaolution  i*  violated,  without 
dny  occurrence  to  justify  it.  I  bad  hoped  that  the  days 
of  those  petty  dealers  in  discount  on  the  currency  of  the 
eminlry,  who  fatten  on  the  neceaailiea  of  men,  and  im. 
prove  moat  when  the  currency  ia  most  deranged,  had 
paaied  ofT,  never  lo  return.  Having  witneaaed  a*  well 
the  gloomy  hour  in  our  deranged  financea,  when  these 
harpic*  Dverapread  the  land,  >a  the  violent  throe*  which 
followed  before  ihey  were  ihiken  off,  I  had  hoped  a 
repetition  of  lhe*e  acenea  would  be  long  deferred.  But 
the  present  policy  of  tbe  Treaaury  Department  muM 
■oon  bring  back  that  dreadful  stale  of  things.  Already 
it  the  harvest  opening  in  Ohio.  The  holder  of  our  bank 
Botea,  if  designing  to  buy  public  land,  muit  relinquiih 
this  purpose  if  not  convenient  to  the  bank  whote  paper 
be  has,  or  cbooae  between  the  alternative  of  a  journey 
lo  the  bank,  or  the  loaa  of  diicount  at  ■  bank  note 

'  There  is  yet  another  lact  contained  in  thi*  circular 
which  confirms  the  luggestion  already  made,  that  I 

ia  to  be  drained  of  her  apecle.     We  are  told  by  

circular  that  near  the  whole  amount  of  the  public  money 
in  Ohio  it  required  to  be  iranamitted  lo  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Ballimnre!  Can  thi*  be  aof  Ifitbe, 
whence  thi*  nectiuljl  The  Government,  lurely,  can 
not  wirfi  to  coneenlrate  in  thoae  citiea  the  whole  amoun' 
of  the  mighty  revenue  of  the  nation.  I  believe  that,  for 
every  legitimate  purpoce,  the  public  money  already  in 
thoae  cilie*  (without  regard  to  it*  current  accumulation) 
greatly  eiceeda  the  public  wants  at  Iboae  point*.  There 
are,  al  preaent,  in  New  York  about  eleven  million*  of 
dollar*,  in  Pbibdelphia  about  three  milliona,  and  i 
Baltimore  upwards  of  a  million,  exclusive  of  large  di 
poaites  in  Boston,  and  many  other  placea  e»(  of  the 
oiDuntaint.  Why,  then,  is  it  n(ce*siry  to  withdraw  the 
public  money  from  Ohio^  If  Ihere  be  any  advantage  in 
poHesaing  it,  the  amount  collected  there  i«  less,  in 
porlion  to  her  population,  than  she  would  be  entilti 
in  any  division  of  the  aurplu;,  and  ought  not,  therefore, 
lo  be  removed  except  fur  public  neceaiity.  But  it  teems 
tbe  large  citiea  muat  be  pamperedi  they  are  inntiable 
in  Ibeir  demandsi  New  York  iliU  cries  give!  give!  and 
Ohio  it  bound  already  for  the  surrender!  But  I  can 
tell  gentlemen,  (he  threwd,  proud,  and  independent 
yeomanry,  farmer*  and  mechanics  of  Ohio,  are  begin- 
nii^  to  Mtpect  that  thete  enormoiu  auma  are  required 
to  be  u*ed  for  *'other  investments,"  commonly  calli  ' 
«bon|  slock,"  and  io  the  magic  work  and  luiurioi 
cate  of  a  certain  moneyed  regency  which  now  control* 
tbe  politic*  of  the  country.  Thia  auspicioii  will  he  ful- 
lowed  by  alarm,  and  a  determined  realatance  at  the 
threshold. 

I  have  treated  thia  meaaure  a*  one  emanating  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury.  Hi*  attention  ha*  been 
sailed  to  it,  and  it  ii  not  revoked.  It  muil,  (herefore, 
be  conaidered  a*  diacloaing  the  settled  policy  of  this  na- 
tion. I  am  abo  justified  in  so  treating  il,  because  the 
Globe,  which  it  the  organ  of  the  adminlttralisn,  in  ex 
pretily  ■anctioplng  li,  bold*  the  followinf  lanftuge  on 
the  31ti  of  tbe  preient  month: 


T  than  otherwise.  Initead  of  specie, 
at  thirty  daya'  date  in  payment  for  the  notca  which  it 
hu  lo  place  aa  caah  at  ihe  credit  of  the  Government. 
It  might  well  have  exacted  drafts  at  aighl.  We  beliera 
that  tlie  deposite  banki,  in  place  of  having  acted  illib- 
erally aa  to  the  receipt  of  notet  of  the  bank*  on  account 
of  the  public  revenue,  have  been  too  accommodating. 
They  have  received  them  too  Kenerally  for  Ihe  public 
good.  We  believe,  also,  that  the  depoiite  bank^  gen- 
erally, ought  lo  limit  the  receipt  oF  all  bank  note*  alill 
mure  Ihait  the  Clinton  bank  propotea  todoi  and  we  ahall 
not  hcaitale  to  lend  our  aid  in  »uilaining  them  in  carry- 
ing out  tuch  a  meaaure,  if  they  will  adopt  it  generally." 

Comment  on  thia  is  unneceasary.  It  provea  the  de- 
sign to  extend  thii  nstem  of  oppression,  at  I  have  al- 
ready intimated  would  be  done.  But  at  ■  matter  of 
finance,  and  alao  at  an  interpretation  of  the  law  of  WMi- 
tracta,  the  paatige*  quoted  Trom  the  Glube  discover  groia 
ignorance.  Alfmust  be  aware  that  neither  a  bank  nor 
■n  individual  ii  bound  to  redeem  notet  at  any  other  place 
than  where  Ihey  are  payable  hy  their  terma,  and  that 
the  Clinton  bank  ha*  no  right  lo  demand  payment  in 
drafts  at  alt.  much  leas  in  draft*  at  wght,  aa  the  UlolM 
alleges.  It  is  equally  certain  that,  at  the  present  rates 
of  exchange,  no  bink  in  Ohio  oan,  without  Ima,  redeetn 
it*  notes  by  draftt  on  the  Ei>t.  at  par,  even  al  thirty 
day*'  date.  And  if  any  of  the  Ohio  bank*  accept  the 
terms  of  this  circular,  the  conceiaion  will  be  made  to 
(he  power,  and  not  to  th«  justice,  of  the  demand.  Thia, 
too,  will  prove  the  power  of  the  detached  and  inde- 
pendent bank  ayatem  to  monopoliie  and  control  the  cir- 
culation and  exchange  of  tbe  country.  I  hope  that  none 
of  the  Ohio  banka  will  aubmit  lo  thia  degradalioni  but  1 
fear  Ihe  event  ia  at  hand. 

The  Government  speak*  through  the  Globe,  and  tbe 
mighty  moneyed  power  which  it  now  wields,  addreaaed, 
aa  il  is  to  the  feara  aa  well  as  the  cupidity  of  banks^ 
ht*  all  the  tecret  influence  of  the  "migician's"  wand, 
and,  in  open  warrare,  i*  more  "  terrible  than  an  armj 
with  banner*." 

1  cannot  leave  Ihit  part  of  the  aubject  without  cAn- 
Irasting  the  policy  of  the  present  Secretary  of  tbe 
Tretaury  with  that  of  the  late  Ur.  Crawford,  when  be 
hadcharge  of  tha(  Department  in  1S19.  At  that  lime 
a  large  amount  of  debt  was  due  in  Ihe  Weit  for  public 
landsi  the  two  United  States  Branch  Banks  then  in  Obio 
refused  to  credit  the  Government  with  any  oF  the  Ohio 
bank  notea,  as  cath,  and  tbua  greatly  Kduced  the  facili- 
ties of  the  people  in  paying  for  their  lands.  Ur.  Craw- 
ford, with  a  view  to  (heir  accommodation,  and  to  increaie 
their  Facililiea,  diicontinued  the  public  depoalte*  in  tbe 
branch  banki,  and  ordered  them  to  be  made  in  certain 
State  banks,  which  were  willing  to  credit,  aa  cath,  the 
paper  of  such  of  the  hank*  (in  circulation  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  selected  bankt^  aa  paid  their  note*  in  apecie  on 
demand,  and  were  oinerwiae  in  good  credit.  Among 
Ihe  banks  thu*  iclected,  1  will  partieuUrly  name  the 
Bank  of  Cbillicothe  and  tbe  Franklin  Bank  of  Cohimbua. 
wliote  general  hiatory  I  am  tomewhat  familiar  with. 
Though  Ihey  discharged  their  trust  in  tbe  tlrictett  faith, 
and  with  great  advantage  to  tbe  Government,  and  have 
ever  since,  tu  Ihi*  day,  luitained  the  highest  credit,  Ihej 
are  now  to  be  ditoredited  by  that  eame  Government, 
wilbout  the  tbadow  of  pretext  for  doing  so.  And  what 
rendert  Iliit  proceeding  still  more  harsh  towards  the 
Bank  of  Chlllicoihe  is,  that  that  institution  waa  found  a 
moat  useful  agent  to  the  General  (kivernment  throughout 
tbe  whole  of  tbe  laal  war,  particulirly  during  the  glooiB- 
iett  period  of  our  flnanciil  embarraatmentt.  At  Ibat 
crisis,  air,  the  Bank  of  Cbillicothe  made  large  advancea 
of  money  la  the  country,  ihe  ^ntcreat  on  part  of  wbieli 
hM  never  been  diacbarged  to  Uiit  day. 
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Mr.  Cnwford,  for  pablie  conTcnienee,  oontinHcd  Ihl* 
wfHem  until  the  Btnk  of  the  United  Statei  igTeed  to  re- 
ceive on  dep<Mite  the  notea  of  the  nme  Innki  u  the 
Eftate  bftnki  did.  And  when  the  connexion  termineted, 
nrl7  in  1831,  Mr.  Cnvfbrd  concludes  hi*  letter  to  the 
ouh'ter  of  the  Bulk  of  Chillicothe  in  the  foUoving  ternu: 
'■I  aT&ll  myieK  of  Ihii  oocuion  to  expreM  the  ntiif^ 
tion  that  hu  been  produced  by  Ibe  good  Aith  uid  bc- 
eotnmodmtinr  diipoution  menifeiled  bf  the  Bank  of 
ehilKootbe  durinf  the  continuinoe  of  the  krranfremenl." 
The  preienl  determination  of  the  Treuury  Department 
toeurtailrather  thaninoreiae  thefWiiticiof  the  people 
of  the  Wot  to  pay  for  the  public  Undi,  ilandi  in  no  en- 
viable light,  when  comparedwitb  the  tntniactianiof  that 
mtae  Department  at  the  period  I  have  alluded  to.  Can 
It  be  possible  that  the  rapid  growlb  of  the  Weat  begfina 
to  excite  the  Jealoui;  or  enr;  of  the  Secretary!  Ii  our 
march  to  be  arreated  and  checked  at  lliii  moment, 
vben  tliere  ia  a  Urge  amount  of  public  land  aellinc,  and 
ererr  facility  far  payment  it  ajfain  needed?  It  ii  not 
•aked  lo  enlarge,  but  merely  to  continue,  the  bcilitie* 
H  we  have  heretofare  had  (hem.  Tel  Ihii  ll  denied, 
ftnd  the  order  to  curtail  them  ia  announced.  Thii  ia 
done  without  that  notice  wbich  a't  humane  Goveri 


■njuit,  it  ll  an  indulgence,  i 


tiifbrmly  afford.     And  the  Globe  b»9,  instead  of  being 
'    it  ll  an  indulgence,  ai  the  facilit'       •    - 
o  be  still 


duties  of  paynent 

1  have  thus  far  dlBcuaed  toplM  which  are  connected 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  his  been 
tised,  and  will  now  coiwder  il*  Mfety  under  the  present 

The  amount  of  pablie  money  rn  the  depoaite  banks 
on  the  lat  of  April,  as  already  sUted,  was  near  thirty- 
■eren  milllonl  of  dollars)  at  this  time  it  is  no  doubt  above 
that  sum.  To  this  we  muit  soon  add  the  five  millions 
coming  from  France  and  Naples,  and  the  proceed*  of 
leren  milHons  of  bank  itockt  making,  in  all,  including 
the  continued  accumulation  of  reTenur,  at  least  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  At  this  juncture,  is  it  not  proper 
for  us,  the  representatires  of  the  people,  to  whom  the 
money  belon|F^  to  Inquire  if  it  be  safe?  Were  it  an 
ttwn  money,  (his  investigation  would-not  be  delayed 
■KHnent.  It  is  our  imperative  duty  to  be  equally  vigi 
Ut  as  the  representatives  of  the  people.  They  expect 
it  of  ui|  and,  if  we  omit  it,  be  assured,  sir,  the  trust 
will  be  rightfully  and  immedialely  taken  from  ui,  and 
we  sfaall  be  told  that  we  may  be  no  longer  stewards. 
We  must  leat  the  safely  of  these  depoaite  banka,  and 
the  verily  of  their  returna,  by  every  meana  within  our 
power.  The  amount  at  stake  i*  enormous — the  risk  is 
great.  A  timely  call  from  a  committee  of  ' 
"msy  save  millions,  but  a  careleia  indifferer 
dinger  the  whole.  I  am  astonished  ttitt  sny  resistanoe 
is  made  to  thii  mesaure  by  these  banks,  or  their  friends) 
it  creates  and  juififie*  a  luspiclon  that  there  is  "son 
thing  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmarkf 

When  the  deposites  were  changed,  Mr.  Taney,  in  i 
jMrking  on  aueh  an  examination,  and  the  reluctance  .. 
'submit  to  it,  laid:  "In  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life, 
among  individuals,  no  prudent  man  would  continue  to 
place  his  fundi  in  the  hands  of  an  agent,  after  he  dis- 
covered that  he  waa  studiously  coneesling  from  him  the 
ntanner  in  which  they  were  employed."  Mr.  Wood, 
bury,  In  hisfint  report,  recommends,  "as an  improve- 
ment in  the  present  Bieal  ayalem  of  employing  State 
.'  banks,  to  require  the  fulleat  returns  to  be  made  by  them 
in  relation  to  the  actual  capital  paid  in  <  their  diacounti 
'  circulation,  specie,  and  other  cireumttances  (brawlnj 
li^t  on  their  probable  safely  and  intelligent  mode  o 
conducting  business)"  and  adds;  "This,  coupled  with 
the  power,  ihroogb  committees  or  commieiioners,  lo 
veti^  the  correctness  ef  socb  returns,  by  actual  cxanil- 
'Htlion,  in  cases  of  suspicion,  will -prove  a  conservatire 


snd  highly  nielul  meaauM  to  both  tba  public  and  th* 
banks,  a*  wcU  is  the  Oovemment." 

Examinations  of  this  kind  led  to  great  improvMnstit* 
In  the  returns  from  the  Bsnk  of  England)  and  it  i<  die 
surest,  if  not  the  only  way  in  which  banks  can  acfiuire 
public  oonBdence.  Mr.  Woo^ury  bimself  says:  "  All 
orfstery  on  the  eubjeot  of  banking  should  oease.  It  is 
unworthy  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  and  the  form  of 
Government  which  we  support)  and  the  real  oonditioa 
of  all  banking  institutions  which  claim  public  oonSdensa 
and  oredit  should  be  shown  far  and  wide,  to  all  intei- 
caled,  fully  to  deserve  that  confidence  and  credit." 

Afler  these  opinions  snd  principles,  thus  avowed  by 
the  two  Secretaries,  when  discussing  the  very  suhjeota 
now  under  consideration,  and  now,  at  a  time  when  th« 
amount  of  pubUe  money  i*  so  great,  and  our  saipioio«« 
and  rearsareboth  justly  excited  in  regard  to  the  verity 
of  the  returns  and  safety  of  these  banks,  I  sm  surprised 
to  see  such  reluctance  to  submit  to,  and,  indeed,  an  un- 
disguised shrinking  frem  invesligstion.  Why  this  oou- 
cealment!  "  All  mystery  on  the  subject  of  banking 
riwuld  cease.  It  ia  unworthy  of  tba  age  in  which  we 
live,  and  the  form  of  Gov*rnroent  which  we  support." 
Let  the  real  condition  of  these  banks  be  known  to  the 
people,  who  have  so  much  at  bsisrd  in  these  institu- 
tions. Tbc  solvency  oftnany  of  these  bsnks  isdoubted, 
and  a  scrutiny  into  their  concerns  is  demanded  accord' 
ingty.  Why  not  take  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Woodbury* 
and  appoint  a  committee  to  verify  the  correetncse  of  the 
returnaofthese  banka,  by  ahtualasaounation!  I  an  de- 
cidedly of  opmion  that  the  public  iMMiey  is  nM  safe.  1 
do  not  hesitate  to  aay  that,  if  it  were  demanded  at  tbk 
moment,  or  even  upon'asix  monibt'  notice,  dway  of 
theM  banks  wouM  be  unable  to  pay.  If  specie  only  ii 
received,  as  is  the  professed  but  not  the  practical  uiafe 
of"  the  party,  "the  debt  cannot  be  paid  at  all?  Let  lU 
examine  for  a  few  momenta  the  condition  of  some  of 
these  banks.  By  the  last  return  it  appears  that  the 
Commercial  Bank  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
with  a  capital  of  9103.000,  has  about  eiO,l»0  in  specie, 
with  a  circulation  of  more  than  f  100,000,  and  holda  up- 
wards of  #323.000  of  public  money!  They  have  about 
one  dollar  in  specie  for  every  #30  of  public  debt!  And, 
if  you  regard  their  ti»ni  and  discounts,  what  evidence 
have  we  of  the  solvency  of  theie  debtors/  This  in- 
quiry may  be  fcirly  urged  sgainit  all  of  these  banks. 

The  Savings  Institution  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  with 
a  capital  ort<W,000,  and  something  upwsrda  of  #50,000 
in  specie,  has  #J10,000  of  the  public  money! 

The  Farmer*  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Hichigto,  at 
Detroit,  with  a  capital  ofSlSO.OOO,  (wbetlicr  all  paid  In 
or  not  It  uncerUin,)  has  #59,000  in  specie,  and  upwards 
ofjrOO.OOOofthe  public  money. 

Tlie  Bank  of  HichlgBn,  at  Detroit,  witli  a  capital  of 
#448,200,  has  #62,000  of  spede,  and  upwards  of 
#l,100,000of  the  public  money! 

The  Pbnlers'  Dank  of  Miuiaaippi,  at  Natchec,  with  a 
capital  of  #4,000,000,  has  #438,000  in  specie,  and  mwe 
than  #3,740.000  of  public  money! 

I  could  go  through  the  whole  list,  and  the  retulta  would 
be  but  little  better.  I  repeat  sgaio,  that  the  ability  ef 
sll  these  banks  to  pay  the  public  debts  depends  upon 
the  solvency  of  their  debtoni  and  this,  together  with  the 
verity  of  their  returns,  ought  to  be  tested  by  personal 
inquiry  and  inspection.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
muat  necessarily  be  *  stranger  to  these  fscts,  and  it  can- 
not derogate  from  him  in  the  alighteat  degree  for  tbia 
Houae  to  appointacommittec  to  make  ihia  Investigation. 
1  have  already  riiown  that  he  recommend*  this  course. 

One  item  in  the  returns  of  these  bank*  is  of  a  moat 
auspicious  character — t  mean  the  column  of  "other  m- 
vestments,"  amounting,  on  the  1st  of  Harch,  to  about 
twelve  mlltiODs  of  doUais!  Mr.  Woodbury  says  this  item 
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debt*  M  *n  invednien!.  A  Miipended  debt  often  ihowi 
the  insolTCncy,  *nd  tlwayi  Ihe  prewnt  dinbility  oF  the 
part;  to  pay.  Whkt  part  of  thli  flS.OOO.OOO  ii  nude 
up  or  Mupeniled  debt*  And  1  should  like  to  know  in 
wh*t  itocki,  bondK,  &c.,  these  btnki  have  been  invert- 
ing  the  public  monrv.  Slock  apcration*  generally,  and 
eipeclilly  in  New  York,  where,  it  (eema,  much  of  thii 
monej'  li  beinf*  concehtraled,  are,  in  many  iniUncea, 
■peculative  and  visinnary,  approaching  a  continued  iccne 
of  eiicavagant  ^mbltng!  We  hear  of  "  &ncy  rtocki," 
and  ef  a  strife  between  one  aet  of  operaton  called 
"Bulla,"  and  of  another  called  "Bears,"  with  other 
refined  names  and  cant  phnwea,  whieh  would  make  suit- 
able addition*  to  the  dictionary  of  the  "  canlinjt  crew." 
Thoae  who  sell  stock  are,  with  a  riew  to  its  high  price, 
constantly  cnpged  in  pufflng  and  lossinKup  ita  ¥alue  in 
the  market,  and  hence  are  called  "  Butls;"  but  the  buy- 
ei«i  equally  Tigilant  orer  their  interest,  and  designinff 
to  exert  a  counteracting  inBuence,  depress  and  tread 
down  the  value,  and  are  therefore  called  ■■  Beara."  In 
this  same  atriflE,  each  day  brings  sudden  fortune  lo  one, 
and  violent  reverse  to  another!  Is  it  safe  lo  have  the 
public  money  thus  placed  in  auch  imminent  perilP  Re- 
]>Oit  lay^  many  of  Iheae  banfct,  wUh  a  Ticv  to  lOake 
great  proflls  out  aftheir  depoaitet,  not  only  discount  on 
them,  hut  send  large  sums  lo  theie  cities,  with  a  view 
to  "other  Invest  me  nta."  This  must  be  attended  with 
great  hiiard;  nol  only  the  usual  riik  of  tranimission,  but 
the  uncerlaiii  result  of  a  atock,  if  not  of  b  gambling  ope- 
ration. It  is  said,  indeed,  that  these  risks  are  incurred 
by  the  banks,  and  not  by  the  public.  But  the  danger 
of  [he  inaolicney  of  these  banki  is  the  risk  which  the 
Governmenl  incurs.  It  will  be  but  poor  conaolition  ftir 
ui  to  know  that  the  banka  are  legally  responiible,  if  Ihey 
bate  nol  the  means  and  the  ability  to  pay.  If  these  banka 
are  allowed  to  diaeount  on  and  use  this  money  for  their 
own  profit,  we  ought  lo  be  fully  satisfied  that  their  busi- 
ness is  prudently  conducted,  and  their  ply-lists  sound. 
I  invoke  this  House  (o  delibersle  well  before  they  re- 
fuse to  sppoint  a  committee  of  inquiry. 

The  hope  of  gain  prompla  lo  rasli  and  extravagant 
apeoulationa  and  risks.  A  prudent  man  would  withdraw 
his  money  from  an  agent  whom  he  found  putting  il  at 
haxard.  Ouglil  we  lo  do  less,  as  the  representatives  of 
the  people.'  Already,  and  during  our  present  aeauon, 
one  of  ihcae  inttitulions*  hu  lost  1100,000,  and  some  aay 
more,  in  sending  it  to  one  of  the  larger  eitiei.  Thai 
le  custody  DfupwardsoftS.OOO.OOO  of 


rli  but  under  what  law  or  auihoriiy,  1  know 
not  wish  nor  intend  to  disparage  this  bank,  i  am  ac- 
quainted with  ita  principal  oflicera,  and  hive  pleaaure  in 
aayingthat,  in  my  intercourse  wllli  them,  Ihey  have  man- 
ifested a  great  spirit  of  accommodation.  But  in  the  dis- 
charge of  a  high  public  duly,  I  was  compelled  lo  refer 
to  the  faeti  just  mentioned. 

This  iiem  of  "  other  investments,"  it  is  said,  also  cov- 
ers portions  of  the  public  money  which  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  brokers  and  agents,  to  obtain  extravagant  and 
oppreaaive  ralea  of  intereslt  and  to  purchase  stocks, 
notes,  and  bonds,  at  large  discounts,  during  an  occasional 
pressure  in  the  money  market! — an  empjayment  of  the 
public  money  which,  to  aay  nothing  of  ila  riski^  is  ■ 
disparagement  to  the  nation.  In  every  possible  aapect 
In  which  this  mailer  can  be  cooaidered,  tbit  inTeatigation 
is  called  for. 

*Tbe  Comrocrcial  Bank  orcinciaiwli. 


of  these  banka  are  full  of  ai 
the  sufficiency  and  solvency  of  the  meani  relied  an  for 
piyment  are  queationable-  All  thete,  as  well  a*  the  gen- 
eral verily  of  the  returns,  ought  to  be  tested)  the  wyf. 
tem  is  new,  and  but  "  an  experiment. "  It  haa  been  )d 
operation  near  three  years  without  investigation,  and  it 
il  (ime  it  was  acrutlnizedt  thia  ia  alwayi  fband  a  aahitary 
process  in  pecuniary  conoems.  If  the  principal  ievig. 
ilant,  ihe  agent  will  be  prudenti  but  if  the  one  b  n^t^' 
gent,  the  other  becomes  soi  and  the  conaequence  b  onm 
theloai  of  the  one  and  tbe  ruin  of  the  other. 

A  limilar  inveatigalion  took  plac^  before  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  Btatea  had  been  in  operation  two  yearai 
and  it  ia  generally  adouiled  that  it  was  attended  with 
beneficial  Influenoea  on  tbe  bank,  and  happy  results  lo 
the  country.  Binoe  that  time,  aiid  particularly  within 
Ihe  laal  four  yeara,  these  inquiriea  have  been  pressed, 
and  made  by  committees  under  the  order  of  ihis  Uousr. 
And,  on  one  occarian,  the  Preudent  of  tbe  United  Stater, 
upon  a  nMre  luggestion  that  Ifae  public  money  wia  not 
safe  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btates,  appiMnied  Henry 
Tolind,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  a*  a  apecHil  agent,  with 
full  powers  to  institute  the  moat  ample  inquiry  connected 
with  the  aolvency  of  Ihe  debtors  of  the  binl^  and  Iti 
general  ability  to  refund.  Any  apparent  heiilaney  ob 
the  part  of  the  bank  to  submit  to  such  inquiry  was  uni< 
formly  interpreted  as  indicative  of  a  disposition  to  riirink 
from  thia  "  learohing  operation." 

On  the  score  of  usage,  this  investintion  la  called  fort 
and  the  necessity  for  it  ii  such  that,  id  my  judgment,  if 
il  ia  not  now  made,  we  shall,  in  many  cases,  bave  "a 
begnrly  account  of  etnpty  boxes." 

These  inveaii gallons  were  often  made,  although  the 
Government  never  hid,  at  any  time,  bslf  as  mtich  at 
stake  ai  it  now  hisi  often,  indeed,  but  little  inlereat, 
except  IS  a  stockholder.  If  we  refer  to  the  atata  of  the 
Bank  of  Ihe  United  Stales  at  the  period  of  the  greatest 
amount  of  public  depusiles  held  by  if,  and  mike  a  simi- 
lar reference  lo  the  returns  from  the  depoMle  banks, 
with  a  view  to  tbe  comparative  safety  of  the  money  under 
the  two  aystems,  it  wit)  be  seen  thai  the  risk  ii  decidedly 
the  greatest  now.  This  ia  emphatieitly  the  cut,  wheihtr 
you  consider  ihe  united  capital  of  the  depoaite  banks  a 
common  fund  to  pay  the  debts  of  each,  as  partnerx,  or 
take  Ibem- separately,  and  hold  each  liable  only  for  ita 
own  debts.  And  yet  Hr.  Woodbury,  in  conlraating  the 
two  systems,  and  speaking  of  the  safely  of  the  public 
money,  aays:  "The  chief  change  in  this  reipect,  under 
the  present  lyitem,  has  been  in  procuring  the  reaponai- 
bility  of  several  initilutiona  for  aeparate  and  wmlkr 
sums  of  money,  instead  of  the  single  reaponsiblliiy  of  one 
institution  for  a  very  large  sum  of  money."  Again: 
"The  selected  banks,  without  disparagement  of  olhera^ 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  chosen  from  the  moal  Bouridiinc 
and  aetnire." 

I  again  call  the  attention  of  the  House  lo  the  case*  of 
the  depoiile  banks  before  particularly  named,  and,  in- 
deed,  to  every  one  of  them  now  holding  public  moneji. 
A  reference  to  the  statements  furnished  by  the  Becrc- 
lary  himaelf  will  prove  him  in  error  a*  to  thi*  aunpoaed 
advantage.  Next,  let  us  compare  and  con«der  tbe  two 
■ytlems  in  the  aggregate.  In  doing  ao,  1  will  aasume 
$10,000,000  IS  the  maximum  of  public  depontea  in  Ibe 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  (and  Ihey  rarely  amounted 
to  hsif  thai  sumi)  add  thia  to  the  amount  of  slock  owned 
by  the  Oovernmeni,  and  we  have  (17,000,000  a*  the 
greatest  amount  at  haisrd  in  llilt  bank.  The  capital  of 
that  bank,  we  know,  waa  #35,000,000)  and,  at  the  peri- 
od alluded  to,  it  held  near  (11,000,000  in  specie.  I  will 
now  menlion  umllar  itema  taken  Irom  the  returns  of  the 
depoiile  banks  to  the  lit  of  April,  1B3C.  The  public 
depoailea  in  theae  banks,  aa  before  stated,  arc  nearly 
(J7,OD0,00O|  Iheir  united  capital  (if  it  eren  be  all  paid 
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In)  Ii  fi3,690,99a  38|  and  their  loUl  amou 
h  between  #10,000,000  bikJ  fll.DOO.OOO. 
apparent  that  there  wti  leu  danger  of  loat  under  ttie  old 
tfaan  the  preient  lyateni.  I  hive  omitted  the  othir 
heini  of  loani,  d'ncounti,  circulatian,  be.,  in  whicfa  the 
wmpariion  might  be  estendedt  but  if  any  person  will 
take  the  troubte  to  refer  to  theae,  the  reault  will  be  the 
■ante.  Tliia  riik  b  daily  increaaing',  hj  the  further  ac- 
eunulation  or  the  revenue,  and  the  large  luma,  bcFore 
mentioned,  to  be  derived  from  France  and  Naptet,  and 
the  proceeda  of  the  bai<k  itock.  Thia  companion  haa 
been  nude  aa  if  the  whole  meana  of  all  theae  banka  were 
liable  fur  the  debti  of  eaeb|  hut  ihi*  Ji  not  the  caiei  we 
have  only  the  *■  ungle  reiponiibility"  of  theae  inatilu- 
tlona,  not  for  "  the  amiller  iuma,"  ai  the  Secretary  ata- 
ted,  but  for  very  large  amount!  of  money! 

Thii  cnlDmiltee  ahould  be  appointed,  and  the  inquiry 
made  touching  the  oonnezion  which  esiati  between  ihoae 
banki  and  their  myiterioui  a^ent,  Ur>  Whitney,  who 
now  occupiea  a  room  in  the  Treaaury  Department.  It 
is  aaid,  indeed,  that  he  pay*  the  rent  of  the  room  htid 
by  him.  It  Duy  be  tm  but  it  la  not  Teiv  probable  that 
the  Secretary,  in  reniinir  a  tenement  for  the  Depart- 
ment, niffered  the  proprietor  to  retain  a  room  '*  to  let" 
for  individual  purpoaea.  If  luch  be  the  &ct,  it  waa  at 
leaat  more  economiol  than  prudenli  at  iueh  an  occu- 
pancy enliffca  l  he  danger  from  incendiariea,  by  which  Ihe 
country,  in  Ihit  very  Department,  haaao  recently  wifTer- 
ed  ■■  not  to  be  unmindful  of  it.  Without  intending  to 
innnuite  that  Ihe  individual  in  qiieation  wnuid  tend  iiim- 
telf  (o  wch  a  purpoee,  I  inaiat  that  the  public  huitdinga 
ahould  not  be  occupied  by  anv  other  than  thoae  who  are 
hnmediately  under  Ihe  control  of  Ihe  Depanment.  Thi* 
relation  Ur.  Wnilnry  proTeaaea  not  to  maintain. 

But  leaving  that  dineiaion:  the  power  and  influence 
which  thi*  agent  wieMi  over  the  depoiite  banka  ia  such, 
that,  likeaume  of  the  patent  medicines  nf  the  day,  "none 
fere  genuine  unless  endorsed  R.  H.  W."  In  order  to 
secure  thia  panacea,  a  tribule  of  one  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, on  the  amount  of  the  deposite  received  by  each,  is 
pud.  This  per  cent,  on  tbiny-seven  milDons,  the  prea- 
•ent  amount  of  the  depoaites,  is  three  hundred  and 
seventy  ihoutand  dollaral  Independent,  then,  of  the 
great  influence*  ihm  indirectly  arising  from  Ihe  entire 
eonlrol  of  thia  money,  here  i*  a  large  «um,  which  may 
paj  the  ^cnt  hsndaumely,  anil,  by  suitable  appropria- 
tion*, accomplish  much  in  the  graat  political  conteatnow 
■bout  to  ensue,  on  the  reault  of  which  depeiida  the  right 
of  the  anni  to  continue  "at  Ihe  receipt  ofcunom!"  It 
Is  but  afew  moments  since  I  beard  that  one  uf  the  depoa- 
ite  banks  in  Cincinnati  incurred  ttie  displeasure  of  the 
■gent,  by  refusing  to  pay  the  "  tribute  moneyi"  and  that 
there  haa  been  a  correspondent  reducliou  in  the  Ikvors 
rince  conferred  on  the  rebel  inslilution! 

But,  above  all,  is  it  r^ht  that  we  ahould  look  on,  and, 
without  a  strict  inquiry,  see  the  people's  money  openly 
committed  to  the  sgency  and  superintendence  of  one 
hboring  under  Ihe  groaieat  impeachment  of  character) 
and  who,  thoufth  a  native  American,  resided  durinr  our 
late  war  with  England  in  Canada,  where,  if  he  did  not 
■wear  allegiance  to  the  BriUah  King,  he  took  an  oath  nut 
to  assist  Ihe  country  uf  his  birthi 

But,  Hr.  Speaker,  snolber,  and,  ■■  I  Ihink,  powerful 
reaaon  for  urging  this  investigation  without  delay  is,  that 
the  money  may  be  placed  beyond  Ihe  power  of  the 
banka  to  waste  or  loae.  If  are  adjourn  without  doing 
■D,  we  may  dread  the  consequences,  and  tie  justly 
chsrgeabic  with  a  neglect  oTIbe  public  intercai*.  Sir,  1 
«m  im  panic-maker,  nor  d«  1  believe  It  will  be  very  long 
before  many  who  now  call  the  firat  seaion  of  the  last 
Congress  the  "  panic  lesuon,"  will  be  olttiged  to  admit 
that  Ihe  alarm  of  that  tjay  wa*  twt  affected,  but  real,  and 
forjuMcwtie.    I  will  rwiind  tcntlcBcn  of  KHM  of  the 


evila  which  were  then  furetoM  aa  being  likely  to  follow 
the  abrupt  change  in  our  syslein  of  nnanee.  Among 
these  it  was  said  great  individual  toss  and  diilresa  would 
follow.  I'he  measure  complained  of  WM  violent  and 
audden,  accompanied  with  an  open  and  avowed  hoatiliij 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siatea,  which  obliged  it  to 
make  ready  fur  Ihe  assault.  This  extraordinary  inter- 
ruplion  of  all  the  usual  cbsnnela  uf  trade  carried  eon- 
Mernation  with  It,  and  at  such  a  lime  Ihe  bsnki  throtigh- 
out  the  country  were  compelled  to  act  on  the  defeniiie, 
and  prepare  tor  the  worst.  This  unlooked-for  shock  to 
the  commerce  and  currency  of  the  country  found  llie 
people  unprepared  for  ii,  and  many,  very  many,  were 
reduced  from  independence  to  poveriyi  whibi  other*, 
who  had  Ihe  briKbt  prospect*  or  ample  fortune  before 
Ihem.  had  sU  their  hopes  blighted.  But  these  di«atter% 
great  as  they  were,  had  a  limit  given  to  Ihem  by  tlie  for- 
tunate rise  in  the  price  of  the  Southern  staple,  ootton, 
which  always  has  an  important  influence  on  the  mone- 
tary conerrns  of  this  country,  litis  brought  a  great 
accession  to  our  capital,  and  ameliarated  and  checked 
the  preiaure.  The  storm  subsidedi  business  mumed 
it*  wonted  channels)  and  we  look  around,  and,  behold, 
Ihe  sea  is  again  calm!  But  can  we  forget  the  wreck  and 
the  struKKlei  of  the  innocent  auReren,  who,  after  beii^ 
tosaed  by  the  angry  tempest,  were  inquired,  and  went 
down  in  Ihe  mighty  ocean  before  the  storm  abated!  An. 
other  of  the  prophecies  of  that  day  was,  that  the  change 
of  system  would,  aa  on  a  Tormer  uccauon,  he  folluWed 
hy  an  inordinate  increase  of  State  bank*,  and  a  danger- 
our  expansion  uf  bank  note  iswea. 

It  waa  also  aaid  that  thia  last  aUte  of  Ibinga  would  he 
attended  by  a  deranged  exchange  and  diavrdered  cur- 
rency, and  ullimalcly  terrninste  in  a  general  explosion. 
And  now  let  me  appeal  to  gentlemen,  and  aak  if  all  these 
predictions  have  nut  already  been  fully  realiied,  except 
the  last— the  elplaaion>  That  drama  yet  remiins  lo  be 
enacted)  but  I  fear  it  la  not  far  removed  from  ua.  It 
wu  not  said  that  all  theae  things  would  fciilow  in  a  day, 
nor  in  a  year,  but  that  they  were  coasequence*  which  it 
was  fieared  would  ensue. 

Having  once  witneasrd  the  pouring  out  of  lbe*e  (or- 
rows  on  our  country,  I  dread  their  repetition  so  much 
that  I  should  decidedly  prefer  being  found  in  error  to 
seeing  them  renewed)  but  I  tear  Ihia  elpjlonon  must  fol- 
low, and  cannot  now  be  averted.  We  have  seen  the 
Slate  banks  increase  in  number,  from  a  little  upward*  of 
three  hundted  to  near  six  hundred  in  Ave  years,  with 
eorrrspondent  capital  and  issues.  Added  to  these,  we 
hue  aeen  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinoi*,  Tennciaee, 
Hisaissippi,  and  Louiiiaiia,  crraling  charter  afler  charter] 
and  thenewaof  llic  morning  ia.  that  Maine  haa  just  given 
life  to  twenty-six  new  banka,  and  that  New  York,  not 
content  with  her  present  multitude,  is  about  incorpora- 
ting others,  so  as  to  give  her  Ihe  round  number  of  one 
hundred  bsnks!  All  this  ia  priiKiipally  dune,  loo,  by 
"Ihe  parly"  who  told  the  people  that  banks  should  be 
put  down,  and  a  gold  currency  furnished !  The  currency 
ia  diaoideredi  the  excliange  Is  deranged)  the  ezpamioa 
is  increaaing  with  a  mighty  puwer)  and  next  coomi  the 

Before  this  happen*  I  wish  the  public  treasure,  the 
people's  money,  to  be  rescued  from  its  present  peril,  if 
gentlemen  will  not  divide  it  among  Ihe  Stale*,  aa  I  Ihink 
h  ought  to  be,  whereby  it  might  relieve  our  people  from 
taxes,  educate  their  children,  or  cunslroct  roads  and 
canals  for  us,  at  leaat  let  it  be  preserved  from  abuseaaod 
proalitutions  in  elections,  and  Bnal  loss. 

The  money  la  not  safe  where  it  now  is.  If  gold  and 
sliver  he  the  test,  the  tianks  are  unable  to  pay)  and  we 
know  nothing  of  the  security  or  solvency  of  tbeir  other 
meana  The  examination,  if  not  demand  of  payment, 
tbouU  be  priHDptly  made.     Tbc*«  banks  an  acattercd 
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arm  the  whule  country,  tni,  in  cue  of  fulure,  the  Gov- 
ernmcnt  will  not  onl)'  be  the  gretleit  lufTerer,  but  Ihe 
lilt  to  be  paid.  IndWidutl  oredlton  4re  on  the  wpot, 
u)d  rlK<l>nt  over  ttwir  intereMi.  On  the  firit  *1>riD,  and 
before  even  Ihe  breilh  or  Mtipicion  or  ne«>  of  disuter 
bu  reached  WUhington,  thoee  creditors  vithdrav  tbeir 
depoMleB,  or  oblain  poBKsiian  of  ill  Ihe  mtani  of  Ihe  in- 
■olrerrt  b*nk.  Tbe  public  onnol  compete  with  indl- 
vfduel  creditora,  ind  we  oug:)il,  Iherefore,  to  be  ciutioui 
•ad  eircunipecl  in  *jl*>nce,  "before  tbe  evil  day  come." 
We  (Nwbt  lo  remember  that  ntore  than  one  millian  of 
dollanliu  been  alreidy  ImI  (o  the  nation  by  ■  aisiiUr 
neglect.  It  ii  Ttln  and  idle  for  Ur.  Woodbury  to  at- 
tempt lo  iMpreat  on  na  the  absurd  and  unnteining  aup- 
peaHlon  contained  in  hit  report  of  the  23d  initant,  that, 
coniidering  the  QovernmenI  ai  the  aole  creditor  orthoae 
binka,  the  meant  of  payment  are  in  the  proportion  of 
foar  dollar*  for  one!  The  Goremnient  it  not  the  lole 
creditor)  we  have  thrown  niir  money  into  common  slock 


Irilh  olherst  and  the  righti  of  all  are  equal,  but  Ihe 
chancea  of  protection  and  safety  are  |;real1y  in 
indiviilaals.     We  can  avoid  the  neceatity  qr  contending 


"  plank  in  a  shipwreck,"  if  this  inresligatii 
□e.     A  just  regard  for  the  public  ' 
I  we  Miifht  not  to  shrink  from  it. 
lir.  PIRRCB,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  spoke 


■s  experience  has  taught  ns,  and  none  presenting  more 
ample  materials  with  less  of  laborious  research.  What 
power  Congress  poaaeise*  over  the  depDsite  bankij 
whether  they  are  safe  or  unaafei  whether  I  hey  conititute 
A  United  8tatea  Bank  to  all  intents  and  purpoaea,  as  the 
Hmtlenan  from  Kassachiwetl*  [Ur.  CaLnoo]  allfge^ 
and  whether  that  is  to  be  made  an  objection  to  thorn,  in 
a  certain  quarter,  a*  depositories  of  the  public  motleys, 
are  ^ueatioiia  which  will  very  properiy  come  under  our 
coMiderstkm  wtlen  tbe  bill  upon  your  table,  for  which  a 
q>ecial  day  has  been  assigned,  shall  be  taken  up.  At 
present,  the  queation  legitimately  before  the  House  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be,  what  ia  the  appropriate  and  judidoui 
mode  of  seeking  the  infbraiaiion  contemplated  alike  by 
the  ori|ginal  resolution  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tirginia,  [Mr.  DBoicaooLa,]  and  the  amendment  pro- 
posed  by  hia  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Wisa.]  To  this 
question,  sir,  I  should  have  confined  myaelf  ezcluuvely, 
but  for  certain  ezlraordinary  aasertions  and  grave  charges 
wbicb  have  been  preferred  against  the  Secretary  of  Ihe 
Treaaaryt  and  to  repel  even  these  may  be  regarded  aa 
tbe  work  of  sup  ere  rogation  i  for,  in  this  country,  ibere 
is,  fortunately,  so  much  intrlligenee — the  avenues  to  cor- 
rect information,  open  to  all,  are  ao  multiplied  and  va- 
rious, that  no  adminiatrslion,  and  no  public  officer,  can 
•uffer  long  or  geriously,  in  consequence  of  mere  bold 
Bweeping  denunciation.  And  he  who  eipecia  to  make  a 
auccessful  attack,  with  uich  weaponi  alone,  doei  great 
injustice  to  ihe  character  of  tbe  yeomanry  of  (his  country, 
in  whote  hindi  are  it*  deatinies.  They  are  watchful  of 
their  public  servanU;  jealous,  if  you  pleasei  but  Ihey 
are  at  the  aame  lime  jtist.  They  are  not  convinced,  and 
they  cannot  be  alarmed  by  mere  naked  chargei.  They 
look  beyond  the  charges,  to  the  evidence  upon  which 
tbcy  are  predicated;  and  ao  I  trust  will  this  House  do, 
befure  they  adopt  any  new  and  extraordinary  course  of 
proceeding.  Whether  Mr.  W  hilney,  whose  name  haa  lo 
often  been  introduced  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  is  the 
agent  of  a  corporation,  or  any  number  of  corporations, 
the  agent  of  individuals,  or  no  agent  at  all,  is  to  me  an 
affair  of  perfect  Indifference.  If  he  be  not  •  public  offi- 
cer, or  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  Cand  I  underatand 
that  neither  is  tbe  (hot,)  the  nature  of  hia  agendei,  if 
Mch  ha  have,  nd  the  wmpeusatioa  be  nay  receive  for 


hia  aervicei^  are  matter*  into  which  I  have  ■•  lillle  curi- 
osity a*  right  to  inquire.  Whether  he  occupies  a  room 
in  the  block  of  building*  a  portion  of  which  i*  rented 
for  the  accommodation  of  Ihe  Treasury  Department,  or 
a  room  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  avenue,  are  queation* 
in  which  Ihe  Uou*e  can  feel  no  possible  interest,  bow-; 
ever  much  gentlemen  may  attempt  to  make  of  it  inde bate. 

But  there  are  other  subjecu,  aa  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  has  juBlly  observed,  of  the  highest  importance. 
For  instance,  if  tbe  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury,  or  any 
agent  of  ihe  Department,  by  his  order  or  with  bis  appro, 
balion,  ^as  adopted  a  new  rule  with  regard  to  what 
money  ahall  be  received  for  public  dues,  operating  injuf 
rioualy  upon  any  portion  of  Ihe  country,  it  deserves 
prompt  coniideratiun;  the  cauae  of  the  change  should 
be  inquired  into  without  delay.  This  charge  the  gentle; 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ho>d]  has  distinctly  made-  I  shall 
not,  in  replying,  retort  the  harah  terms  the  gentleman 
has  thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  Secretary,  bul  I  wilt 
pronounce  hii  poaition  erroneoua,  and  asiert  that  the 
terms,  in  this  respect,  have  never  been  more  liberal,  ex- 
cept during  the  auBpension  of  sptcie  psyments,  than 
since  tbe  removal  of  the  depositea  from  the  United  State* 
Bank.  The  aame  construction  hat  been  given  to  the 
lawa  relating  la  this  subject,  from  the  days  of  Mr.  Uair- 
illon's  administrslion  lo  the  present  time-  That  Ihe  gen- 
tlentan's  complaint,  in  this  particular,  ii  unreasonable 
and  without  any  foundation,  it  shown  conclusively  by  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  read  in  Ihe 
Senate  on  Tueaday  laslt  and  I  will  not  lake  up  the  time 
of  the  House  by  pursuing  a  propotition  which,  in  that 
report,  ia  clekrly  demonstrated.  I  Ihink  the  gentleman, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  having'  called  Ihe  attention  of  the 
House  particularly  to  the  depoute  bank  of  Ihe  State 
which  I  have  the  honor,  in  pari,  to  represent — the 
Commercial  Bank  at  Portsmouth,  which  Ihe  genilemaa 
denominates,  1  suppose,  by  tbe  way  of  eminence,  "the 
apecial  pet  in  particular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury." Now,  a  moment'a  examination  will  ahow  what 
constitutes,  in  the  gentleman'a  estimation,  "  a  special  pet 
in  parUcular."  On  the  ISih  of  the  present  month,  there 
was  nn  depnsite  in  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Porlsoioulli 
V119,713{  out  of  which  the  pensions  of  the  Slate,  your 
sppnipriations  for  the  navy  yard  at  that  place,  and  all 
other  expenditures  accruing  there,  are  lo  be  paid.  At 
the  same  due  there  was  on  depoiite  in  Ihe  oily  of  Cin- 
cinnati alone  more  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

[Mr.  Bonn.  The  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  by 
what  authority  I  know  not,  haa  eslabliahed  an  agency  at 
St.  Loula,  Missouri,  and  much  tbe  greater  part  uf  the 
public  depoute  held  by  that  bank  is  at  this  agency,  and 
not  in  Ihe  Sute  of  Ohio.] 

[Mr.  PiSBCB  resumed.  It  is  quite  iromalerialf  the 
bank  at  Cincinnati  is  responsible  for  it.  There  waa  oa 
depoiite  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  the  date  before  given, 
(3,455,136,  which  ia  more  than  quadruple  Ihe  amount 
on  deposile  in  New  Jersey  and  Uelaware,  and  all  the 
New  England  States  togeiher,  with  tbe  exception  of 
tiauachuaetts.  Such,  sir,  is  the  evidence  of  favoritism 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Secretary,  of  which  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ohio  complainai  and  be  is  at  liberty  lo  make  the 

The  Secretary,  in  hit  aimual  report,  under  tbe  bead 
"deposile  banks  and  Ihe  currcn^,"  aayi: 

"  The  payments  lo  creditora,  omcers,  and  pensioners, 
have  been  punctual  and  convenient)  and  Ihe  whole  fiscal 
operations  through  Ihe  State  banka  have,  as  yei,  proved 
higlily  satisftclory.  Incidenlal  to  this,  tbe  lacililiea  that 
have  been  furnished  to  the  commercial  community  in 
domestic  exchanges,  were  probably  never  greater,  or  at 
so  moderate  ntea." 

This  the  gentlcOkn  does  not  beaitale  to  pronounce 
fabe.     I  do  not  Mj  tbia  of  bii  Haerti«n,  but  will  content 
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nyieirwiih  oppminr  to  Ibal  UMrtion  racU,orirhiehbe 
nui^  dicpiMe  at  hii  leiMire.  Tbe  depoule  buiki  are  re- 
quired to  lUle,  on  Ihe  bick  of  iheir  ■emi-monllily  re- 
(unu,  (he  nitei  of  exebange  at  (he  ptice*  where  they 
■re  located;  and,  on  the  ISth  of  ihepreKnt  month,  tlioH 
return*  ataoir  that  at  the  varioui  pointa  where  complaint! 
have  bern  made,  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  Cincinnati, 
BalUmore,  PhiUdelphia,  and  the  AilaDlic  citiea,  in  no  in- 
stance hai  exchange  been  higher  than  one  per  cent.,  in 
miny  a  half  and  a  quarter,  and  othen  at  par. 

[Hr.  BoHD.  I  uid  that  it  wia  Hated  in  a  newspaper, 
received  yuterday  from  Cincinnati,  that  the  notca  of  a'l 
the  Oliio  banks  out  of  the  city  were  at  a  diacount  of  fuur 
to  fire  per  cent,  t  and  that  a  friend  of  mine,  now  here, 
(but  who  reaidei  in  Cincinnati,)  had  juit  informed  me 
that  exchanffe  eoutd  not  he  bad  there,  on  PhiUdetplila 
or  New  York,  for  leaa  than  one  to  one  and  a  half  per 
cent.,  and  that  no  conuderable  amount  can  be  had  at 
either  of  Cheaeratea.] 

Hr.  Piianamumrd.  Undoubtedlyi  and  tbe  nntle- 
man'a  friend  haa  been  no  more  iinfartunate  in  finding 
hiKh  ratea  afeichange  than  individuab  and  Ihe  teeming 
preaa  in  other  placn.  I  do  not  aay  that  there  is  a  pania- 
tnanubcluringipiril  abroad,  but  I  feel  bound  to  rely  upon 
official  atatemenla  from  the  difTerent  point*,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  declaration  of  any  individual  or  any  neara- 
paper  paragraph.  Decided  exception  haa  been  taken 
to  one  of  the  artiolea  of  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  Government  and  the  depoaite  banka.  It  il  in  Ihe 
fbMowing  words: 

"  If  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  ahall  think  proper 
to  employ  an  agent  or  agenia  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  accounta  and  oon^ition  of  Ihe  banka  in  the 
■erriee  of  the  Government,  or  any  of  Ihem,  the  said  bank 
agrees  to  pay  an  equitable  proportion  of  hia  or  Iheir  ex- 
penaea  and  eompenaation,  according  to  aueh  apportion- 
ment  as  may  be  made  by  the  aaid  Secretarr." 

ta  it  not  the  duty  of  the  Secretary,  ai  a  fiiithful  public 
officer,  to  make  every  provision  which  prudence  can 
auggest  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneyaf 
Sbixild  he  hold  no  control  over  the  agenta  of  bia  own 
appointment^  While  the  hanks  consent  to  a  atipulation 
of  this  kind,  i(  ia  dilflcult  to  conceive  why  the  repreaent- 
•tivei  of  (he  people  ahould  object.  But  my  object  in 
referring  (o  tliis  article,  which  is  regarded  wilh  ao  much 
alarm,  ia  chiefly  (o  stale  (ha(  no  agent  haa  ever  been  ap- 


drawal  of  the  depoaitea  from  the  United  Stales  Bank, 
with  neitber  of  which  the  mysteriena  Hr.  Whitney  had 
■ny  eonneiion;  one  of  thnae  agencies  which  was  to  ex- 
amine into  Ihe  condition  of  Ihe  Union  Bank  at  Baltimore, 
Mggeationaagainal  ita  aolvency  baring  been  made  during 
the  panic  era,  consisted  of  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  (hen, 
and  I  believe  now,  a  decided  opponent  of  the  preaen( 
■dmlniitration,  and  Mr.  Howard,  of  Baltimore.  About 
the  tame  period,  upon  similar  suggeationa.  Judge  Ellia, 
of  HiBRSrippi,  waa  appinnted  to  inquire  into  the  atale  of 
Ihe  Plantera'  Bank ;  these  are  the  only  occaaiona  on  which 
Ihe  power  haa  been  exercised. 

Where,  Kr.  Speaker,  ia  the  evidence  of  inducement 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Secretary  to  conceal  aoitht 
from  (be  public  eye,  aa  chaiged  by  (he  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  {Mr.  Wiaii]  or  where  is  the  evidence  of  the 
more  extraordinatj  cha^e  of  the  same  gentleman,  (bat 
the.  Secretary  haa  done  i(>  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  docu- 
ment which  1  hoM  in  my  hand,  going  ful^r  and  minutely 
into  this  subject,  and  showing  where,  and  how,  every 
dollar  of  your  pulilic  money  was  deposited  at  Ihe  time 
of  iladateF  No,  airi  no,  air.  Tbe  Secretary  hat  not  only 
riven  a  apecific  and  detailed  atatement  upon  the  aubject, 
but  he  bat  more  than  once  appealed  to  you  to  take 
«w^r  hit  present  broad  latitude  of  ditcretion,  under 
Vob  XII.— 31 J 


whicb,  without  your  legialation,  he  is  «a«iwllcd  t«  aett 
and  that  requeat  ia  repealed  in  thit  very  report.  Tbe 
Secretary  aay  a: 

"  The  Dcparlmenl  it  aware  ll»t,  in  the  present  over- 
flowing condition  of  the  lYcasury,  the  re^latiiHi  of 
(heae  operations,  with  the  selection  and  tupenntendence 
of  the  tiepoaile  banks,  is  a  laik  of  no  atiuli  diScully  and 
delicacyt  and,  when  governed  by  a  strict  and  uniform 
adherence  to  sound  principles,  as  has  been  attempted, 
must  ileceaaaiily  lead  to  manj  diaappoinled  applioationa. 
But  in  the  absence  of  thai  apecific  legi^Ulion  on  the  aub- 
ject, which  has  been,  and  still  is  earneatly  retjuealed, 
(he  Department  has  not  heailated  (it  is  hoped  faithfully) 
(o  discharge,  and  frankly  to  explain,  the  duties  and  (he 
high  and  painful  respnnaibility  which  so  much  discre- 
tionary power  has  imtioaed." 

I  believe  this  high  responsibility  could  hardly  be  in- 
trusted to  abler  or  more  faithful  bands;  but  I  would  not 
have  it  rest  even  there.  All  I  say  Is,  let  us  attend  to 
our  own  appropriate  duties  before  we  heap  grav* 
charges  upon  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Oovem- 
tnent.  If  the  gendeman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wias]  was 
not  mided  himself,  hit  remarks  in  relation  to  Uie  report, 
of  which  he  complains  as  not  containing  the  whole  (rutba 
were  nuuiifeidy  calculated  to  mitlead  the  publio.  That 
report  was  ntjt  mide  by  tbe  preeenl  Secretary,  but  bj 
another  distinguished  individual,  who  bat  recently  beea 
appointed  by  the  President  and  hia  coDstilutional  advi- 
sers, to  which  body  of  constitutional  advisers  Ibat  report 
waa  made,  to  a  situation  which,  in  point  of  digniiy  and 
high  reaponsibili(y,  ia  hardly  inferior  to  that  of  (he  chief 
magistracy  itself.  I  could  add  nothing,  if  1  were  dia- 
poaed,  to  sucb  a  couunentary  upon  the  report,  and  the 
gentleman  making  it. 

[Mr.  Will  explained.  I  was  perfectly  aware  that  (he 
report  of  lS33-'34  was  made  by  Mr.  Taney,  and  not 
by  the  present  Secretary)  and  what  I  ttid  on  the  floor 
was  tbal  Hr.  Secretary  Woodbury  had,  "by  autbol- 
ity,"  in  the  Globe,  adopted  that  answer  or  report  ■■ 
his  own  at  this  lime,  and  that  atwwer  ia  falsei  and  Ur. 
Secretary  knew  it  (o  be  false.] 

Mr.  Piaxci  reautned.  I  am  not  here  to  ditcussarliclei 
that  may  appear  in  the  Globe,  editorial  or  otherwiae. 
If  the  geitileman  from  Virginia  ebooaea  (o  put  the  Globe 
upon  tbe  atand  aa  a  witness,  and  take  all  thai  witneaa  shall 
aay,  I  certainly  cannot  object. 

[Ur.  Wtax.  Will  tbe genilemui  from  New  Hampshire 
deny  (bat  (he  Seoretary  did  afitborize  the  publioation 
of  the  article  alluded  t«f] 

Mr.  PitKci.  No,  dr.  I  will  neitber  deny  nor  admit 
that  he  gave  such  authority.  I  make  no  inquiries  into 
tbe  authority  upon  which  tbe  editor  of  (he  Globe  laafcet 
publicadoni.  He  acts  I  pretuBke,  upon  bit  own  re- 
aponaibility,  aa  I  do  upon  oiiiie. 

Sir,  (he  change  in  form  which  Ibe  gentleman  fron 
Virginia  proposes  in  introducing  bis  amendmenl,  it  a 
mere  mockeryi  if  adopted,  you  aend  to  the  Sesretarj 
for  certain  information,  and  you  aay  (o  bim,  at  (he  tame 
time,  •'  Sir,  doubting  your  int^rity,  we  aend  »  eommit- 
(ee  to  oversee  yon,  and  see  that  you  keep  nothing 
backl"  Hr.  Speaker,  if  the  Houae  really  believe  that 
•ocb  a  supervision  is  necessary,  Ibe  manly  way  would 
be  to  meet  it  at  once,  not  attempt  to  conceal  their 
doi^ts  under  ao  ali^t  a  veil  of  affected  courtesy.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  admitted,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  a^in,  in  bis  modification,  that  (be  mode  pro- 
posed br  ha  bonorable  colleague  [Mr.  Daoicaooi.a]  is 
Ihe  ordmsry  course,  and  the  one  nuctioned  by  tb« 
utagea  of  (hia  House. 

[Hr.  Wiai,  1  did  not  admit  that  Ihe  course  proposed 
by  my  amendment  would  viohUe  the  usage  of  this  Soutei 
but  I  coatei^d  that  uMge  had  been  oam|riied  with, 
mod,  il  not  complied  with,  our  experituM  of  tbe  Pott 
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OKoe  dcnngeiDcnl  fhould  leach  ui  to  aboluh  it)  and  I 
changed  the  forni  of  my  (mendmeDt  to  imk«  it  Icm 
obnozioui  to  the  previous  queilion.] 

Ur.  PiiKca    resumed.     Well,  air,  it  aeemi   I    mia- 
underatood  the  gentleman;  but  whether  he  aUmilted 


of  n 


1  confidence,  t 


lot,  it 
•rfcument.     I  ci 


:o  be  the  genttemin'a  ad- 
mluion.  What,  then,  would  the  gvntlEOitin  propoaef 
Does  he  propote  to  change  the  luage,  generally,  and 
instead  of  calling  upon  the  head*  of  Deparlmcnii,  when 
■nformalion  of  public  inlemt  ia  deaired,  to  inslitule  a 
GcmiDiltee  at  ones,  with  power  to  aend  for  peraona  and 
paperaf  No,  ^r(  thia  would  be  prepoateroua.  I 
aik  gentlemen,  then,  upon  what  grouud  they  prapoae 
to  depart  from  ihe  common  uaage,  in  thia  particular  in- 
•tance*  Haa  the  Secretary  declined  furniahing  inrorma- 
tion  called  for,  either  by  the  House  or  any  individual 
member  of  it?  Will  any  gentleman  on  the  floor  declare 
thai,  within  hit  knowledge,  inquiries  at  the  Department 
have  been  evadei],  or  deaired  infonBatlon  withheld^ 
Sir,  I  fearleialy  aaaert  that  nothing  of  the  kind  has  ever 
occurred,  and  cannot  but  regard  Ifle  iltscks  which  have 
been  made  upon  Ihe  Departntent  aa  most  extraordinary 
and  unjuatifiablr.  Who  haa  ever  before  heard,  upon 
this  floor,  the  head  ofany  oneof  the  Departments,  with- 
out  any  examination,  and  without  any  evidence  spread 
before  the  Houae,  charged  wilh  a  foul  connaxion  with 
an  individual  lodefraud  the  revenue  of  Ihe  Government' 
1  believe  it  is  without  a  parallel. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  nol  stand  here  as  Ihe  apologist  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — in  his  l:fe,  he  never 
needed  any  man  to  appear  for  bim  in  that  character. 
The  ability,  the  untiring  indutlry,  and  the  Gdrlily  with 
whkh  be  has  diicharged  Ihe  duties  of  various  high  and 
reaponnble  trust*,  are  known  to  all  men  of  all  parties  in 
thia  House,  and  to  the  country;  his  character  is  elevated 
■hove  individual  aaaault,  and  need*  nol  individual  elo- 
gium.  Hia  whole  career,  aa  a  public  ofBcer,  challenges 
tlie  melt  scrutinizing  inqiiiry,  and  stand*  forth  ita  own 
•ure  and  triumphani  vindicati — 

If  abuses  exist  in  any  i' 
I  am  aa  anxious  ilMt  tbei 


If  abuses  exist  in  any  department  of  this  Government, 

'  —  aa  anxious  that  tbe^  ahould  be  exposed  and  punlih- 

*  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  can  be.     But  the 


•unmary  courae  propoaed  by  hia  amendment,  Ihe  de- 
parture from  the  common  courtesy  and  eilabliahed 
usagea  of  thia  House,  would  be  a  reflection  upon  Ihe 
Secretary,  under  which  be  ought  not  in  jtitlice  lo  rest, 
while  the  eiaminalion  ahall  be  in  progress,  without  some 
■peeifie  and  tubilantial  reason.  If  the  ordinary  cuurte 
ahall  not  prove  aueceasful,  if  the  original  resolution  abal I 
lK>t  elicit  the  information,  and  all  Ihe  information  needed, 
I,  for. one,  will  cheerfully  unite  in  raising  a  committee, 
with  plenary  power*,  fur  the  moat  free  and  ampU  in- 
Laying  aside  all  considerations  of  wiMt  is  due  to  the 
Department,  will  not  thia  prove  the  course  moat  satiifac- 
lory  lo  ourselveif  Little  time  will  be  lostt  the  call  em- 
bracea  few  and  simple  inqtiiriei,  which  may  be,  and  I 
venliire  to  say  will  be,  promptly  answered. 

The  gentlemsn  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wi«a]  has  charged 
upon  the  Secretary  a  reluctance  to  submit  to  an  inveatl- 
gation,  and  contraated  hia  course  with  that  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford and  Mr.  Hamilton  on  former  occaiiona.  Where  is 
the  evidence  of  such  reluctsneef  I  fearlessly  assert  that 
there  is  no  repugnance,  on  the  part  of  the  bead  uf  ibe 
Treasury  Department,  to  any  inveatigation  the  Houae 
may  choose  lo  institute,  by  committee  or  otherwise,  into 
his  conduct  as  a  public  offlcer,  oflicial  or  unolficiali  and 
Ibe  remarks  I  have  submitted  have  been  prompted  by 
nil  conwiermlion  of  what  he  would  desire,  but  by  a  can* 
viction  of  what  u  due  lo  justice  and  to  ouraelve*. 


Mr.  GILLET  then  took  Ihe  floor;  but,  Ihe  hour  of 
one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  special  order  oftbe  day 
was  announced. 

Mr.  DROHGOOLB  moved  that  the  rule*  be  suspend- 
ed, for  Ihe  purpoie  of  proceeding  in  the  considetation 
of  Ihe  resolution,  remarking  that  he  presumed  the 
House  wished  to  dispose  of  it. 

The  nMtion  wai  lint,  the  vote  being  90  to  55t  aut 
two  third*. 

ARMY  APPKOPBIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CAUBHELENG,  Ihe  Houae  went 
into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe  sUte  uf  the  Union. 
(Hr.  J.  T.  Huox  in  the  chair,)  in  pursuance  of  the 
special  order  of  the  26th  January. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tlic 
amiy  for  the  year  1836  was  taken  up, 

1'he  question  being  on  Ibe  motion  of  Hr.  Ciaa*ai.ua 
to  ameDd  tlie  bill  in  the  fuilowing  clauie:  "Fur  tlie 
armament  of  fortifications,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars," by  alriking  out  (300,000,  and  inserting  (1,334,000. 

Mr.  HKRCEll  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe  entire  clause, 
and  insert,  in  lieu  Ihereof,  the  following: 

For  the  purchase  or  conitruction  of  a  foundry  for  ord- 
nance, at  such  place  as  the  Secretary  of  War,  wilh  Ihe 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  miy 
aelect.  and  for  defray!^  the  expense  of  conducting 
the  opetalions  of  such  foundry  for  one  year,  including 
the  purchase  of  neeeiaary  tools  and  materiala,  the  aum 
of hundred  thousand  dollarsi  and  that  Ihe  fur- 
ther sum  of hundred  thousand  dollars  be  appro- 
priated lo  Ihe  purchase  uf  ordnance  for  immediate  use. 

Ur.  MOORE,  uf  New  York,  who  was  entitled  lo  the 
Boor,  addrcised  the  committee  as  follows: 

Ur.  Chairman:  Previous  to  entering  upon  the  sub- 
ject properly  before  Ihe  commiitee,  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity,  the  first  tlist  ha*  been  afforded  me, 
of  replying  to  certain  misrepresentations  that  lisve  been 
made,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  concerning  the  labor- 
ing classfs.  I'he  committee,  1  trust,  will  the  more 
readily  excuse  this  digression,  when  the  relation  in 
which  I  stand  to  Ihe  workiog  men  is  considered.  Having' 
been  long  and  intimately  connected  with  their  cause, 
and  approving,  aa  I  do,  u  their  priuciptes  snd  measures, 
I  cannot  consent  to  hear  them  assailed,  without  making 
an  effort  to  vindicate  them,  I'hey  have  been  denoun- 
ced as  agrarians,'  levellers,  and  anarchiati,  and  their 
unions  as  unlawrul  and  miaebievous.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  show,  sir,  that  in  all  this,  great  injustice  haa  been  done 
them.  It  is  not  my  intention  at  thia  lime  to  notice  all 
the  slsndera  that  have  been  cast  upon  them,  whether  in 
or  out  ofihe  halls  ofCongressi  my  more  immcdiste  ob- 
ject ii  to  reply  to  the  honorable  genlleraan  from  South 
Carolina,  whom  I  see  before  me,  [Hr.  TuonrsoK,]  or  at 
least  to  io  much  of  bis  speech  on  the  navy  appropriation 
bill  aa  relates  to  Ihe  laboring  classes.  The  honorable 
gentleman,  in  the  course  of  hi*  remsrks,  holds  Ibe 
folloiainglsngusgei  "  I  entreat  gentlemen  lo  look  well 
lo  the  consequence*  of  the  experiment  of  sending  tli« 
Guvemment  there  (to  the  Nurih)  as  a  competitor  m  the 
labor  markei,  and  under  thebonstraint  of  positive  ordera 
to  expend  this  vast  som,  let  labor  rise  ever  so  high.  It 
is  already  one  dollar  a  day,  when  in  ibe  South  and  Weat 
it  is  lessthan  fitly  cents.  1  licae  appropriation*  are  not 
for  thi«  year  alone.  They  are  the  beginning  of  a  system 
of  lavish  expenditure,  which  will  Uit  until  I8l3i  no 
lon^r — no,  sir,  no  longer,  my  word  for  it.  Are  the 
judicious  men  of  the  North,  Ihe  property 4ioldert  of  the 
North,  disposed  to  organise  in  their  boiom  Ihia  army  of 
day-laborers — men  who,  all  over  the  world,  spend  be- 
tween Satutdsy  and  Monday  the  wage*  of  the  week;  and 
who,  at  the  period  of  their  diibandment  in  1843,  will  be 
penniless,  tad  who  must  go  supperleca  to  bed,unlcMi 
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rrectlDn,   or  bjr  tbe  cquiUy 
Dt-boz.    Letge  " 
to  it:  Ihcy  are  in  quita  Mmaoh  itenfer  ofii 

The  laboring  cliwn,  tli«  btck-bone  of  Ihe  democracj 
of  Ihe  countrvi  rob  tbroueb  (be  b*)lot-boiei<  WtuI 
■re  we  to  nndenltnd  b;  \.hat  Sir,  il  uiinilt  but  of  lhi« 
conitruction  I  (bit  Oorcmment  oug4>t  lo  be  founded  on 
propertyt  (hat  none  but  the  wrallhy  ou^btlo  be  allowed 
to  rotei  and  that  the  minorilj  ihouli]  govern.  II  recogni- 
.  tea  a  doctrine  which  ftrikes  at  therery  root  ol  freegoT' 
ernraent.  It  is,  )n  fact,  the  doctrine  of  deapotiam  itielf. 
No  mcaiuM,  air,  can  be  carried  through  the  medium  of 
ttie  ballot-boi  but  by  the  m^oritj.  It  ia  the  political 
righta  of  the  majority,  therefore,  which  tbe  doctrine  of 
tbe  honorable  genltcman  would  circumacribe  and  de- 
•troy.  Let  thia  doctrine  be  carried  out,  and  (he  princi- 
ple* upon  which  the  Oovernment  ia  Ibunded  are  utterly 
Mbverted. 

Hr.  Chairman,  I  regret  tbe  attack  faaa  been  made. 
It  may  lead  to  a  controveray  from  which  it  will  be  moat 
difltcirit  to  exclude  jealotuiea,  beartburningi,  and  recrtm- 
iiudoni.  I  am  not  quite  certain,  however,  that  it  will 
not,  in  themaini  be  productive  of  good.  lEmayaerve  to 
eitabliab  raqre  diitinelly,  and  more  permanenily,  the 
landmark*  which  diitingtijah  Ihe  two  great  political  par- 
ties  of  thia  eountn — the  democracy  and  the  arUtoeracy. 
And,  air,  it  la  idfe  lo  attempt  to  diaguiae  Ihe  fact,  that 
"the  time  ia  coming,  and  now  lii,"  when  the  political 
gulf  between  theie  two  partiea  mud  be  widened  and 
deepened.  The  people  Begin  to  diitinguiA  between 
mere  theoretical  and  practical  democrat! — between 
thoae  who  but  have  Ibe  doctrine  of  equal  righta  on  their 
lipa,  and  thoae  who  wear  it  in  their  hearlai  and  hence 


will  be  fouefit  cD  (he  ground  of  principle  alone. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  hu  been  more  (ban  inunualed  that 
danger  ii  to  be  apprehended  from  Uie  turbulent  spirit  of 
democncyt  that  the  $agn»  of  the  timea  are  portenlous  of 
•vili  (hat  Ihe  fountaina  of  the  moral  and  political  deep 
are  in  dai^r  ol  being  broken  up,  aod  that  the  wavea 
^anarchy,  rapadly,  and  miarule,  threaten  to  burrt  their 
barriera  and  deluge  the  land. 

Sir,  it  ia  with  regret  that  1  heard  anch  ienlimenia  ut- 
tered. It  ia  with  regret  that  1  heard  the  integrity  of 
Ihe  laboring  claiaea,  an '  ' 
■0  uiyuatly  impugned,  a 


racy — which  have  becooie  ao  common  of  late,  are  a  pre- 
lude to  a  premeditated  anault  upon  popular  freedom. 
Conault  the  annab  of  tbe  paat,  and  you  will  find  that 
whenever  deapotiaro  reaolved  toftrengtben  itaelf,  or  tbe 
ariatocracy  of  ■  country  had  determined  to  trench  upon 
tlM  riolita  and  libertiea  of  the  people,  that  the  people 
were  nrat  charged  with  rapacioua  and  aeditioua  design*. 
The  cry  of  agrarianiam,  of  aedidon  and  revolution,  waa 
rMcd,  in  order  that  iheir  e^umniatora  might  have  an 
CEcuK  for  plundenng  and  opprewing  them.  Can  it  be 
Ibat  the  new-fledged  ariatocracy  of  thia  country  have 
•imilar  deugns  upon  the  people  at  the  prcaent  time?  I 
coDfca*  there  are  atroiw  indioalioiw  of  it,  not  Dnly_  in 
that  apirit  of  monopo^  and  of  mercenary  ambition 
which  ia  aprcading  with  loch  fearful  and  recktca*  npid- 
ity,  but  eapescially  ia  the  calumniea  which  are  comiant- 
ly  propuated  againat  the  working  men,  agaimt  demo- 
cratic principtei,  and  agiinil  (he  advocalea  uf  liberal  aen^ 
tunanta  generally.  Nay,  to  thoae  who  have  pud  any 
attention  far  the  laat  few  yeara  to  the  movemcnliof  (be 
ariatocraiic  or  anti^lemocraiic  party  of  thii  country,  il 
muil  be  evident  that  a  cbndeMine  but  vigorou*  war  ia 
waging  agaimt  popular  ft«edom.     Let  life  people  look 


to  it  while  jet  they  may.  Let  them  not  be  deceived, 
neither  by  namea  nor  by  profeaiiona.  Let  them  not 
■uppoae  that  all  who  pretend  to  be  their  friendi,  politi- 
cally, are  ao  in  reality.  It  i«  nut  all  who  cry  "Lord, 
Lora,  (hat  are  worthy  of  the  kingdom." 

The  line  which  aeparatet  the  ttiends  and  enemiea  of 
equal  rights  ia  broad  and  diatinct,  and  need  not,  muaC 
not,  be  mialaken.  The  pofitical  principle!  by  which 
(hese  two  partiea  are  governed,  are  utterly  and  elernally 
incompadble  and  anfagonittical.  It  behoovea  the  peo- 
ple, therefore,  to  diacriminate,  and  to  bear  conataalty 
in  mind,  that  tbe  friends  of  pure  and  unadulterated  de- 
mocracy (aa  contradiatinguiahed  from  Ihe  frienda  of 
ariatocracy)  are  in  favor  of  a  Government  founded  on 
persona,  and  not  on  property)  on  equal  rights,  and  not 
on  exclusive  privikgea.  The  friends  of  freedom  hold 
(hat  legitladon  to  be  juat  rauat  be  equal;  that  all  charter- 
ed  monopoliea  are  mcompatlble  with  the  spirit  of  (Vee 
Oovemmenla,  and  prr judicial  to  the  intetcats  and  liber- 
tiea of  the  people.  The^  contend  far  equality  of  politi- 
cal franchise.  They  mamtaia  that  tlic  only  righteous 
ayatem  of  Government  ia  that  which  ii  baaed  on  the  will 
of  (he  majori(y,  and  administered  by  peraoas  freely 
chosen  by  the  peoplct  and  (hat  the  people  are  the  only 
rightful  sovere^n*.  Such,  then,  are  Ihe  leading  princi- 
plea  of  the  working  meni  such  die  principles  of  de- 
mocracy) and  if  these  princiDlaaaredangerouaandmia- 
chlevous  in  their  nature,  and  calculated  to  produce  an- 
archy and  sedition,  aa  has  lieen  alleged,  (hen  is  liberty 
-  '''tcr  curse  instead  of  a  bleaung,  and  the  founder* 
ir  free  instituliona  were  the  author*  of  a  moil  per- 

jB  political  heresy!    But  who  will  aMerl  auoh  to 

be  Ihe  lactf  Who  will  affirm  openly  and  unqualifiedly 
that  the  doclrine  of  political  equali^  is  (he  dac(rinc  of 
anarchy  and  outrage,  or  that  (he  democracy  ia  the  par. 
ty  of  sedition,  of  pillage,  and  of  violence^  But  few 
can  be  found  bold  enou^  to  make  the  eharge  openly 
and  diatinclly.  Noi  the  sign  is  not  quite  right  yet.  The 
calumny  muat  he  inainuit^  for  tbe  present)  the  charge 
muat  be  indirect)  (be  war  muat  be  cimdocted  with  great 
eaution  and  circumlocution.  The  sssailant*  smut  asauiMe 
as  many  shapes  aa  fabled  Proteus,  and  wear  at  many 
diaguiaetaa  Harlequin)  they  must  use  secret  weapon^ 
deal  foot  blows,  and  deal  them  in  the  dark.  Nothing 
like  daylight  and  fair  play  miut  be  tolcratedj  no  outwaro 
and  evident  demonitration  must  yet  be  made;  the  peo- 
ple, tbe  laboring'  claiKs,  the  domocracy,  are  first  to 
be  slandered  and  traduced  r^uely.  Something  miHt 
he  hinted  about  igrariaiusm,  and  about  tbe  insecurity 
of  the  righi*  of  property.  But  aak  Ibeee  cahnnnlatcn 
what  they  nMsn  by  agrarianiam,  and  they  we  pniikd  . 
to  explain.  Soma  think  that  it  ia  a  ^>eciea  of  political 
monster  which  waa  created  by  two  celebrated  brother* 
of  the  olden  time)  but  wbelher  it  was  by  Moaea  and 
Aaron,  or  by  Tiberiua  and  Cornelius^  tbe^  are  ttot  quits 
certain.  Othera  suppose  that  i^rarianiam  meana  an 
equal  ditliibution  of  property,  but  are  not  quite  confi- 
dent of  that  even.  Well,  ask  them  if  they  ever  saw  or 
conversed  with  an  individual  holding  such  sentiments, 
and  they  will  tell  you  no,  if  they  tell  jou  (he  truth.  Ask 
them  if  they  believe  thai  there  i*  any  such  party  in  this 
country,  and  they  will  tall  you  no,  if  they  tell  you  what 
they  think  and  believe.  Sir,  thoae  'who  circulate  such 
alanders^  do  so  either  ignoranlly  or  malidously)  and  the 
greater  part  because  ^ley  sre  slanders.  The  people, 
the  laboring  etasaes,  are  neither  lo  unwise  nor  ao  un- 
reasonable aa  to  either  expect  or  desire  a  perfect  equal- 
ity of  wealth.  They  know  and  feel  thai  it  would  not 
only  be  unjust,  but  that  it  ia  impracticable.  So  long 
aa  some  are  more  industrious,  more  provident,  and  more 
frugal  than  olbera,  an  inequality  of  wealth  must  and 
ought  to  exist.  The  people,  tbe  democracy,  cimtend 
for  no  measure  that  doe*  not  hold  out  to  individual  en- 
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ul,  to  tfae  •zelnMon  of  all  ezchi- 
■JTc  priTilcKCa.  This  Ihey  do  Mk,  ind  no  morc)  tbey 
will  bo  Mtisletl  with  q»  Icn. 

air,  can  it  be  (ehoatlf  and  honerily  believed  by  anj 
man  in  tbe  poMMrisn  of  hia  w'lti,  that  tlie  pi-inciplei  <n 
damocTaey  or  of  equal  ri^ta  endanf^er  (ha  rigtiti  of 
prapertj,  or  that  the  intereal  and  nfcXy  of  the  State 
trill  be  plotted  againtt  by  Ihree  fourtha  of  the  people 
eompoiing  the  Slater  Tha  notion  ia  too  abnird  and  ri- 
diculoui  to  be  enwrtainsd  for  a  monwnt.  There  )i  tio 
danger,  air,  that  three  fourths  of  the  people  will  turn 
polltloal  suicides  at  this  time  of  day.  No  one  belierei 
that  the  righta  of  properly  and  the  intlitutiana  of  the 
country  are  in  (lan|^r  fiwrt  the  inieence  of  democKtie 


principles,  or  fnxe»  Ibe  poKtieal  ascendency  of  the  pet 
pl«.  NoiSiri  these  insinuatioaasninst  the  rirtue  and  In 
telligence  of  the  people  are  niede  fo 


bt>*e  before  intitnatcd,  are  the  sure  and  unerring'  indica- 
ttoni  of  a  rigorous  attack  upon  poputar  liberty.  Again, 
1  repeat,  let  the  people  loek  to  it. 

F^blie  Tiolensa  and  disorders  ^neralty,  if  not  oni- 
ntMlNi,  have  their  origin  in  a  nulation  of  the  prinsi- 
pleaof  equality  and  jurticet  and  trhen  these  principle* 
are  outnged,  it  is  genersHy  by  the  few,  and  not  by  the 
iNany,  it  being  tbe  manifest  interest  of  the  majority  to 
preserre  them  pare  and  unimpaired.  AH  the  horrors, 
enormities,  and  sboninBtions,  consetpient  opon  tha 
French  rc>oluti*n,  be  it  remembertd,  had  their  ortgin 
in  tlM  epprtstiona  praotiaed  by  the  aritlaenTical  few. 

In  Kuropethe  arislocraey  are  the  conaerTstlre  party. 
Tbe  English  Htnue  of  l«rds  was  originally  compoacd  ol 
men  wh«  liad  asaaeiated  for  tiM  purpose  of  protecting 
the  ptopeit])  whiah  Ihe^  had  plundered  from  Ihe  ppopU. 
Tbe  properly  tbua  nnjoatly  oblained,  and  the  oneroni 
liwade«gned  for  its  proteetlen,  bare  been  themeansby 
Which  the  peapte  of  thai  country  have  been  ao  long  tmd 
ao  sorely  oppreascd.  It  is  the  consciaMneBs  of  the  )n- 
jnstice  whieb  hia  been  done  the  people  that  causea  the 
arialacraey  of  Eanipe  ao  imidt  dread  of  aedition  and  rev- 
tdulian,  »ai  so  mncli  apprehenaiiHi  about  the  securiiy  of 
property.  In  a  Oofernmrnt  where  Ibe  people  are  well 
hrfimped,  praper^  can  tierer  be  retpeeied  where  it  has 
fceen  obtatacd  in  tiatation  of  juit  and  equitable  righta, 
and  BStd  ••  an  mstnmient  of  oppreaion.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  no  danger  need  to  be  aprehended  taw  the 
aecwitj  of  prsperly  where  the  people  are  enlightened 
.  and  where  it  hia  been  obtained  by  fair  and  honetl  mean*. 
Tlte  riwkt  aTpnipeFtr,  In  free  and  intelligent  communitiei^ 
taaifs  IB  piofiortisn  to  Ihe  number  it  has  to  protect  it. 
Hencie  m  this  coantry,  where  the  people  are  the  con- 
aarvatire  party,  there  can  be  no  danger  of  a  riohaion  of 
this  right,  h  haa  a  proteeter  in  every  friend  of  equality 
and  jaitice.  I'he  people,  tbe  true  soaroe  of  all  politioal 
pewer,  are  its  defendertf  it  is  their  interest  lo  be  so.  If, 
then,  (bare  be  a  set  of  men  among  u*  who  would  vio- 
hta  the  r^bts  of  property,  Ihey  cannot  bdong  to  the 
reiJ  dcDoelaay  of  the  oountryi  they  sm  ferai  no  portion 
•f,  can  hare  no  alliwiee  with,  the  rriendaefeqaiil  rights. 
Ho,  they  moat  be  aaag^it  elsewhere.  They  must  ba 
sought  UBOng  the  bienda  of  ezclun*e  priviltgca^  ofrao- 
Bopoliea,  and  ef  aristoeracyi  but  not  in  tbe  ranks'of  tha 
democracy.  Again,  our  aykte.-n  uf  Ooremmcnt,  being 
band  on  ihe  piinoiptc  of  equal  rights,  clain*  tlie  friend) 
of  equal  rights  u  its  lopportcrs.  They  ate,  in  fad,  the 
parly  whose  inlercst  aad  welfare  are  identified  with  the 
preacrration  of  the  Uaioo,  and  with  Ihe  liability  and  in- 
lagmty  of  the  Oeve'nment.  They  are  the  eonaerratlTe 
party.  Wbot  tllen.a^e(hetnalc«ontent^)>f■'l]'l**ere  bar 
Whiifeii  tlMparty  of  atditioDk  if  s*cfa  th«rtbc>    Not 


of  democracy,  the  eneraiei  of  equal  righlsi  tlM  chaos 
pions  of  esduaite  privileges  a«d  of  moai^olicsi  Ihey  are 
the  aristocracy. 

What  can  be  more  unjust  and  prepeatarous,  Ikn,  than 
the  insinuation  af  the  ariatoeraoy,  that  there  ia  dangcs  oC 
their  being  despoiled  of  their  property  by  tbe  Mofkle, 
the  democracy .'  But  what  si^  &ew.*  Why,  sir,  they 
tell  ua^  what  every  body  knows  to  b«  (rue,  ihat  when* 
there  ia  one  instance  where  the  rights  of  property  bav«: 
been  violated  by  Ihe  people,  or  popular  iaMitatioil^lbero 
■re  five  ihmiaand  inatanoes  where  the  peepte  have  been 
plundered  and  beggared  by  the  beartieat  cupidKy  of  the 
privileged  lew.  Sir,  there  i*  mimli  greater  danger  that 
oapital  will  unjustly  appropriale  to  itaelf  Ihe  availa  sf 
labor,  than  that  labor  will  unlawfully  seiie  on  eapilsL 
t  defy  gentlemen  to  point  lo  a  sectary  inflsncc  whera 
Ihe  people,  poaaeanng  legislative  power*,  hare  prostitu- 
ted thoae  powers  to  the  purpose  of  plunder.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  where  polilicBl  power  haa  been  coneen- 
cratad  in  the  handi  of  Ihe  few,  you  will  find  Ihat  Iha 
rights  of  tbe  multitude,  whetber  pecuniar]',  natanri,  or 
political,  have  been  violated,  disregirded,  and  trampled 
m  the  dual.  And  for  the  proof,  I  appeal  to  the  page  oS 
history.  Hlatory,  nr,  will  heat  meout  m  Ihe de^aiatloa 
that  the  ariilocraey,  of  whatever  age  or  cowMij,  have, 
at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  inrariahly  and 
eternally  robbed  the  people,  sacrificed  their  righl^  aad 
warred  agalnat  liberty,  virtue,  and  humanity.  I  am 
aware  thai  it  la  quite  bihionable  to  impute  Ihe  donestie 
hrnl*  and  civil  dissensotia  which  have  coavulsed  nationa 
lo  the  tneonttaiicy  and  proBincy  of  Ihe  people>  The 
imputatian  is  both  blae  aad  inaoleat.  in  deqMMic  and 
arbitrary  Qovernments,  the  agitatian  of  the  people  ia  but 
Ibe  restiveneas  ofa  aick  man,  who  inoeaiantly  changea 
hi*  puattion,  because  none  of  them  which  be  assumes 
will  affiird  him  relief.  Tlie  people  generally  eamplain, 
but  at  the  last  extremity)  lor  their  regard  and  reverence 
fiir  the  law  acta  ever  aa  a  reilraiat  upon  their  just  com- 
phtinta,  while  they  have  a  hope  of  redrcai.  I'hey  mure 
readily  forgive  than  avenge  their  wrongsi  and  are  nerea 
fickle  nor  acditiona  when  in  Iha  enjoyment  of  their 
equal  and  natural  Bum  of  happiness.  The  true  causes 
ol  sedition  and  tumult  are  too  well  known  lo  be  miau- 
ktn.  Theoppresaaioniof  thekrislacracyilhe  inaoleoce 
of  eaffc)  the  power  of  concentrated  wealthi  the  blight  of 
avarice;  such  are  the  cause*  which  ever  tend  to  desttvy 
tbe  equipoise  of  a  State,  and  sow  diMennoni  amongat  lie 
membrra.  Ihtn  over  Ibe  hialory  of  nations,  and  point 
mit  a  aingle  one  which,  becoming  rids  as  Carthage,  fcr 

i™i — i-'-Hed,  like  SpaWa  and  Home  in  their  days 

^,.  —J  _,„ —  ..k:-. ,(,,  gnmnd- 


of  glory,  the  talenti  and  v 


.    Ihe coaeenlration  ol  powerand 

did  not  generate  aspiritoTlytinny.  Where  haa 
conecQirated  wealth  Ivkd  lo  breathe  division,  injoaliee, 
and  the  coMeqoent  conlenpt  of  lawa,  Datursl  and  pollti> 
CalF  In  what  country  haa  it  invited  the  march  of  th« 
invader  and  the  yoke  of  tbe  tyrant?  Why  did  Spartai. 
enriched  by  the  advice  and  poTiCy  of  Lyaander,  lose  tha 
•irtue  and  the  power  which  she  had  retained  during  six 
hundred  year*  of  frugal  indcpendrnceF  Why  did  Iha 
Roman  republic  faH  to  deaay  assoon  bei  her  nobility  were 
cumbered  with  tbe  accumulaied  wealth  and  tktid  speila 
of  ootiquered  nattenar 

Ma*y  uf  the  republica  of  tbe  'middle  ages,  in  Ihe  south 
of  BuTope,  wilhatood  the  shock  of  f'rreign  invasion,  ami 
fought  with  suecem  againal  Ihe  strsnger,  hot  to  »ee  tlieir 
hiKrtic*  eleven  down  by  the  bhnr*  oftiomestic  tyranny. 
Why  instance  tbe  example  of  Florence,  until  the  thir- 
(eenlh  century  the  freest  republic  of  the  modem  eta? 
Why  ahow  tbe  people.  Wronged  in  their  mo>t  sacred 
rights,  toruired  in  their  dearest  fcefiags,  trodden  uwl«r 
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dot  by  tbe  contendbf  uiilaaTMie  ptwtwi  of  ttw  day, 
pewrinr  out  their  lifc-blood  for  SueU'  Rnd  fat  Gibdirc, 
till,  a»uuiK«il  by  lb«  froitlra  eontcil,  Ibcy  nt  down  in 
quiet  wba^nion,  no  longer  ablo  to  rcwit  tba  yoke  of 
tilM  dccDolitmr 

Tree,  btppjr,  aitd  powerilil,  ^md  tlie 


forfeit  of  inequalilj.     Ttic  cune 


ofaH 


epnblici  lighted 


dHllina^  privilrgc*  and  contending  intercMi,  w  biota 
•eemed  to  grow  out  af  tbe  luit  of  ambilion  rather  than 
Mit  of  dio  loT«  of  ftcedom,  Mitted  dawRi  t.fUT  rariou* 
Tieinitudei,  into  a  rigid  oliganAy. 

The  once  free  and  b«ppy  Vmitiani  tnnled  Iv  the 
ImIIow  prontieci  of  the  ariglocricy,  and  nurk  the  oonae- 
qiiencei  of  their  cradulity.  They  eentjnued  to  deep 
OTcr  the  tmminenee  of  danger  until  awakened  froni  their 
lethargy  by  the  •hriek  of  expiring  IreedDni  and  the  dank 
of  pitriciaii  ehainci  An  onaparing  and  iron-handed 
ariitocracy  gave  iKe  charter  of  their  libertte*  lo  the 
winds  of  tite  Adriatici  and  beiteaih  Ihe  niiniof  their 
free  inatftnliona  «at  the  dark  eoocttve  of  a  gloomy  inqui- 
•iliDn,  and  the  titled  murderert  of  tbe  secret  tcibunil. 

All  Statvi  in  their  infancy  had  lawe  iararable  lo  equal- 
ity) all,  howerer,  hare  been  ooodemneil  to  kc  dutinc- 
tiom  and  preferencea  grow  up  among  Itieir  citixcnai  and 
although  wealth  and  ifigHiiiet  were  at  fitat  but  little  re- 
gardrd,  to  infliienlial  were  their  gradual  >way,  that  Ihey 

t roved  all-nrHlaient  to  uadcrmine  the  itahility  of  the 
wi,  ana  Mibjiigaie  tbeipiritof  the  multitude.  Coaaid- 
er  the  length  of  time  which  elapsed  before  tbe  plebeian* 
oF  Rome  eould  come  to  the  retoWe  of  aharing  the  magis- 
tracy with  the  patrician*.  Yet  the  people  were  not  un- 
conscious of  their  influence  and  their  {Kiwer.  The  ex- 
ile of  Tarqirin  had  inspired  tbeiB  with  an  eztrenw  lore 
of  freedom.  The  banishment  of  Ihe  lewd  tyrant  had 
Indueed  llN  hopeasMing  the  people  of  yielding  to  Ihe 
omnipolenee  of  Ihe  hwt  alone.  They  had  austained  a 
long  and  obstinate  war  of  principles,  whioli  must  have 
elented  their  •enlimanla.  And  yet  we  alt  know  how 
many  indigniUea,  bow  many  esaciions,  how  many  tor- 
turei;  we  all  know  how  ofirn  the  bab  of  the  patrician'* 
taikmuler  reaouiKled  in  the  trgattubii  how  often  the 
hard  earnings  of  die  laborer  were  wntiq^  (fom  hia  toil- 
wom  palms,  to  dower  the  patrician  wifr,  or  furniah  the 
extravaganoea  of  a  patrician  bfidali  bow  often  Ihe  ple- 
beian debtor  waa  Itmbed,  joint  by  joint,  to  answer  the 
elahna  of  hie  patrician  ercditori  buw  often  tbe  Kooasn 
grmimia  eahocd  witb  tbe  sigony  of  a  toHurtd  people, 
before  Ihey  thought,  I  will'  not  say  to  burl  their  chaini 
at  Iheir  oppreasor^  bat  to  stand  on  the  impreaortptible 
lawof  aelf-pnltotien.  Gnedcd  at  last  beyond  endurance 
by  the  tyrwiny  of  ttae  aristocmcy,  thtj  aeecde  and  en- 
trench their  righti  an  the  sacred  mount.  They  were 
■uficiently  powerful  to  have  crushed  their  enemies,  or 
al  leeet  to  here  vindicated  the  equality  of  the  lawai  yet 
I  know  not  whet  lurking  senae  of  dependence,  wbal 
Btigcrtng  habits  ef  deference  to  the  wealthy,  srresl  the 
theught  ftf  rengcancct  all  that  they  aik,  al)  they  derire, 
k  not  lo  be  tortured)  not  to  be  appressed.  We  have 
ealen  ef  tbe  bread  of  panda,  the  bread  of  communion, 
with  you,  they  aay  to  the  patricianai  let  not  its  promise 
be  a  lie  to  oncselrei^  our  wires,  and  our  children.  The 
magislrales  whom  they  eppoint  M  watch  over  their  safety 
bear  iw  badge  of  autborily,  Mid  are  content  to  nt  at  the 
Miter  door  of  tke  patrician  Mnate.  The  iribunct^  wba 
knew  their  power,  and  eierted  every  boulty  to  uphold 
tbe  dignity  sf  their  order,  bow  long  waa  it  before  they 
could  biin^  Ibe  plebeians  properly  to  value  Ihe  principle 
sf  equabtyf  ir  the  multitude  awell  aruund  the  fonuof 
if  it  re-echo  with  their  angry  murmurii  if  they  ahow  ■ 
dispsaiuon  to  wrest  ibe  auilMirily  frooi  lawkM  hand*, 
flmr  not,  it  is  all  aabowiaaort  uf  blind  and  confused  in- 
sliMi,  lb*  friMl  ef  habit  holds  back  the  plcbeianst  and. 


uneoueious  of  the  txt,  that  very  inMincI  miKtalot  agiiiiat 
Iheir  best  and  most  mcred  Interest,  aod  ealms  every 
hurst  of  indigeation  into  order  and  peace.  They  must 
gradually  become  fiunitlar  with  the  extant  of  Iheir  rigbia, 
and  if,  in  a  moment  of  violence  and  alrife,  Ibcy  Mtaert  the 
privilege  of  sharing  the  haces  with  the  iMlriEiam^  a 
whole  centnry  will  bars  paaaed  away  before  lhe;r<l<>'* 
fally  to  enjoy  that  privilege.  So  much  for  the  dispoii* 
lion  to  iniurgsney  againat  Ihe  rich,  attributed  to  Ihe 
poor  or  lahonng  cLaaes.  And  yel,  in  the  leeth  of  all 
theae  taeta,  in  contradiction  to  all  exfierience,  aMd  in  da- 
fiance  of  the  eoneurreot  testimony  of  hiatory,  our  modem 
aristocracy  have  the  preiumptioa,  nay,  the  bald-faoed 
impuilence,  to  allege  Ibal  the  people  have  ever  a  pre- 
ponntm  to  sedition  and  plunder.  Sir,  ia  it  not  straiq^e, 
la  it  not  marvellous,  thai  the  arialoeraiay  of  ai^  oouMry 
■hould  have  tiie  hardihood  to  make  pretenaiona  to  a 
higher  senae  of  political  justice,  and  claim  lo  pomesa  a. 
greater  share  of  moraliQ'  and  virtue,  than  Ibe  people 


Sir,  what  i«  the  history  of  the-atialoenuy,  whether  of 
attcienlor  of  modem  liates,  but  a  hialo^  ofsggreMioa, 
of  perfidy,  sedition,  debau<^ery,  and  of  moral  and  po- 
litical prostitutianF  What  is  it  but  a  hiatory  of  bands  of 
political  marauders,  whose  bond  of  union  waa  sordid 
ambition,  and  whose  watchword  and  rallying  cry  waa 
rapine'  In  a  word,  what  ia  il  but  a  history  whose  every 
page  bears  the  indelible  impreaa  of  omnipotent  deprav- 
ily?  Sir,  wherever  tbe  power  of  sn  arialocraey,  espe- 
cially of  a  moneyed  Ariatocraey,  ia  fearlessly  exercised, 
the  whole  moral  and  potitical  almospher*  become*  *d 
contaminated  that  Ihe  heart  and  ha  paasions,  life  and  its 
purposes,  are  alike  proititutcd  to  leal  and  inlait^,  to 
avarice  and  ambition.  Within  the  circle  of  ita  influencs 
no  genereui  aspiration  can  spring,  no  moral  verdure  can 
Bourisit,  no  virtue  can  live<  honor,  gratitude,  benefit 
cence,  patriut'inn— all — all  perish.  Tbe  imiub  uf  the 
Athenian  orator— that  action,  action,  action,  wae  the  soul 
of  oratory — appears  lo  have  been  Iranilalcd  by  all  aria- 
tocTBcies,  conslruin|;  the  essence  of  pulilical  power,  into 
corruption,  corruption,  corruption! 

Sir,  whtn  man  becomea  ao  fat  regardlen  of  the  righle 
and  welfiue  of  bis  fellow-iasn  aa  first  deliberately  to  de> 
spoil  bim  of  Ihe  fruit*  of  his  labor,  and  of  those  iaaliena- 
hie  rnghM  which  God  and  nature  vouchsafed  to  him,  and 
then  deride  his  miaTortunca  and  exult  over  tm  drgrada- 
lion,  as  is  Ihe  wont  of  the  aristoerat,  he  is,  and  muat  be, 
fitted  fiir  any  and  every  enormity,  and  would — nay, 
does,  it)  very  deed— ^lum  Ihe  bread  that  finds  himt 
"crami,  and  bit  -'■ ""-  '--'—  •' 


i  blaaphen 


s  the  feeder." 


mean*.  Turn  to  the  page  sf  history,  and  point  ma  to 
the  people  whoae  virtue  or  whoae  palriotisB  waa  proof 
igaiaat  such  influence,  after  such  influence  had  once 
been  fell.  In  Iho  fbotstrpi  of  aristocracies  capedally 
of  moneyed  ariatocraeiest  ever  fullows  vend  and  enerva- 
ting luiuryi  that  commDn  bane  of  all  preapanna  fih)T> 
emments,  that  fell  dcatmycr  of  all  manly  and  patriolio 
virtue,  that  seduolive  airan  who  aings  of  glory  wWIe  ahe 
scatter*  pestilence  and  wilbering  mildew*  round  the 
hnd.  Sir,  the  history  of  tbe  psti  is  befiire  u*i  let  u«b« 
admonished  by  the  lessons  it  inculoatca.  Claa^  Crseca, 
sad  stem  republican  Rome,  Iboae  fiirmer  lights  and 
wonder*  of  the  world,  in  aa  evil  betir.  lotik  to  their  h» 
SOBS  the  serpent  luxury,  and,  ere  Ihey  were  awai4 
became  entaitgled  in  ita  fulds(  Ihey  stmggiedt  and  strag- 
gled, but  in  rsint  its  subtle,  «ckly  poison  bad  r Barbed 
their  vitals,  unstrung  their  slunly  nerved  paloed  their 
giant  arms,  and  stretched  Ihem  helptcM  and  bopsle**  \m 
Ihe  dual! 

The  dialectica  of  Ariatotle,  the  philosophy  of  Flatak 
aad  Um  eloqiKnce  o(  Cicwo,  a  ^  ' '"  *" 
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the  miml  ind  politial  peatilenec  which  twepi  the  hnd. 
The  Influeuce  of  wahh  and  luxury  not  only  bkni*b«d 
virtue  and  pitriotiim  trtteo  the  Grecian  mnd  RonMn 
flute*,  but  carried  »lce  »ivl  corruption  into  the  rery 
beart  oTChriatendom!  It  not  onlj' debated  Ihediaciplea 
of  aocmtea  and  Seneca,  but  the  Ticmrt  orchriit  and  the 
defender!  of  the  hilb.  It  triumphed  alike  orcr  heathen 
phikMoplw  and  Chriatian  diTinilyi  and,  for  the  proof,  I 
would  refer  you  to  both  profane  and  ecdenaitical  birto- 
ry.  During  the  firat  three  centuriea,  ihe  profeaiar*  at 
Chrialianity  kept  IheiMelvea  comparatively  *'  pure  and 
VDipotted  from  the  world,"  and  tbeir  aonaciencea  inno- 
gent  from  Mcret  eonapincy  or  open  rebellion.  Wtien 
Bcreecuted  by  Uieir  enemica,  tbcy  retaliated  not|  but, 
in  imitation  of  their  hetTcnl^  teacher,  meekly  bowed 
their  neck*  to  the  blow.  Rut,  after  Chriatianily  bad 
become  the  ally  of  irealth  and  power,  mark  the  change! 
behold  how  aoon  ita  whole  garb  and  character  are  al- 
tetedt  No  tooner  bad  it  become  the  favorile  of  royalty, 
and  the  anociate  of  srittncrMsy,  than  ita  profeaaora  (the 
oaee  humble  fotlowen  vf  the  nwek  and  lowly  Jenit) 
roahed  from  the  cloialcr  and  the  cell,  like  liona  from 
tbeir  lair*,  or,  rather,  like  wolrea  from  theirdena,  thirat- 
iiw  for  blDod,  and  howling  for  rcTenge.  The  aymbola 
of  peace  and  purity,  the  chalice  and  the  ernea,  were  ex- 
chHired  far  the  apeir  and  tbe  jaTclini  the  robei  of 
MRCtity,  Ibe  nwnand  aurplice,  fur  the  mailof  aleel,  the 
euiran,  and  tbe  caaque.  The  clang  ofarma  and  the  war 
about  were  preferred  to  the  morning  hymn  and  llie 
evening  oriaont  and,  Inattad  of  tinging  hallelujah •  to  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  thote  aanfcuinary  heroei  shouted  bo- 
Minnaa  to  tbe  demon  of  war!  Tlie  croat  waa  raiaed  in 
Ihe  battle,  and  glittered  on  (heir  altieldai  and  corrupted 
Chritlianily  wai  ipread,  by  dint  ofarma,  from  theThra- 
cian  Boaphorua  to  the  bank*  of  tbe  Wolga.  But,  alai! 
a*  it  advanced,  virtue  receded!  No  tooner  were  Ihe 
panM  repuUed,  than  the  apurioua  Chrialiana  turned 
tbcir  aworda,  atiU  reeking  with  the  blood  of  the  infidel, 
againat  each  other.  The  heretica  were  maaaacred,  and 
their  eatatea  conBacated,  and  acne  of  (he  penal  regula- 
tiona  were  copied  from  the  edicia  of  that  vcr^  Diocleaian 
who  had  dealt  dettnidion  among  the  Chrittiana.  "  And 
thia  method  of  conveniiHi  wa*  appUuded  by  the  tame 
blahopi  vho  had  fell  the  hand  of  oppreaiion,  and  plead- 
ed for  the  righta  of  humanity."  But  I  will  punue  thit 
•abject  no  further.  Uy  object  wai  merely  to  ahow  that 
neither  the  lenchinga  of  philoaophy,  nor  the  inapiraliona 
of  rdigion,  were  capable  of  counteracting  or  reiiating 
Ihe  corrupt  and  unhallowed   influence  uf   asaociattd 

Eowet  and  wealth —of  ariatocracy.  And  yet,  with  a 
nowledm  of  theae  facta,  witli  a  full  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  immoral  and  corrupting  tendency  and  char- 
aoler  of  ariatoentic  principle!,  our,  venal,  flippant,  up' 
atari  arutccraU,  with  heada  ilirown  back  and  arm* 
akimbo,  preaume  to  prate  of  virtue  and  moraliiy,  and 
dare  to  impugn  Ihe  integrity  and  patriotiam  of  tliei 
betlen,  the  democracy.  Their  arrogance  and  folly  ca' 
only  be  paralleled  by  their  depravity. 

But,  air,  much  l)aa  been  aaid  againat  aaaocitUon* — not 
of  banken,  nor  of  brokera,  but  of  mechanica  and  labor- 
era-  Why,  it  hti  been  aaked  with  alarm  and  indigna- 
tion, why  thia  commotion  among  tbe  laboring  claHe*! 
Why  thia  banding  together  and  forming  of  uniont 
Ibruughoul  the  country?  Sir,  theae  anoclation*  are  io- 
tended  aaeounlerpoiaea  againat  capital,  whenever  it  tlull 
attempt  toexcrt  an  unlatrtul,  or  undue  influence.  They 
«re  a  mraaure  of  lelf-defence  and  of  •elf-preaerraiioa, 
and,  therefore,  are  not  jllegall  Both  the  lawa  of  God 
and  man  juatify  realatance  to  the  robber  and  tbe  homi- 
cide, even  unto  death.  They  are  conaidored  neceaaary 
guarda  againat  the  encroachmenta  of  mercenary  ambi- 
tion and  tyranny,  and  ihe  friendt  of  excluaive  privilerea, 
therefore,  mi^  with  propriety  drea^lheirpoweramJtLcir 


in6uenee.  The  union  of  Ibe  working  men  >a  not  only  • 
ahicM  of  defence  againat  boatile  combinaliona,  but  alao 
a  weapon  of  attack  that  will  be  •ueeettfully  wielded 
againat  the  oppreanve  mrawrra  of  a  corrupt  and  deapolic 
ariitocraey.  It  ia  the  braikd  of  lolaui^  (caring  and  anni- 
lilaling  tbe  Lemaan  monater. 

The  picaent  indicationi  of  diiquietude  in  Ihe  public 
mind  excite  no  alarm  among  Ihelricnda  of  equal  rigfala. 
It  ia  proof  that  liberty  ia  abroad,  aitd  that  the  "  bone  and 
muaele  of  the  country"  are  indued  with  ita  nirit.  Il  it 
an  evidence  tbat  the  republic  retaina  a  Koodly  abare  vl 
ilB  original  parity  and  fVeabneaa,  and  thai  the  blood  flowa 
hit,  uid  tbe  pulao  beata  alrongly,  in  the  bodjr  pohti^ 
denoting  youthful  health  and  vigor-  llie  frieiida  it 
equal  righia,  therefore,  I  aay,  are  not  alarmed  at  tbete 
aignt  of  concert  tod  cnetgy  in  tbe  ranka  of  tbe  people. 
Itiey  perceive  in  the  gathering  ckwd,  Ihe  ligbtumg  that 
ia  to  purify  the  political  atmotphcre-  It  Baabe%  but 
lerrifiet  the  foei  of  freedom! 

And  who  are  they  thai  clamor  againat  the  cfTorta  of 
the  laboring  cbaaea  to  protect  their  righli  and  elevate 
their  conditionr  Who  tbat  approve  of^indlclmenta  and 
proaecutiona  againat  thnn  for  aeeking  reAige  in  union 
and  ataocialion  from  conbinalinn  and  oppreauon,  and 
hold  guilileaa,  at  the  aame  lime,  the  confcdcratea  of  all 
contpiraeiet  againat  them'  Sir,  I  will  tell  you  who  tbr^ 
are:  they  are  the  aordtd  cbampiona  of  ezctutive  prlvi- 
legea  and  of  chartered  monopoliea,  Iboae  cunningly  de- 
viaed  aubatitutea  of  feudal  tenuret,  and  Ihe  "intulrni 
prerogative  of  primogeniture."  They  are  the  connoa 
enenieaof  equal  r'ighta,  and  of  tbat  juat  and  benign  pol- 
toy  which  would  tccure  the  greatctt  good  to  the  great- 
eat  number.  They  are  the  aritlocracy,  and,  therefore, 
traitor*  to  the  prineiplea  of  the  Government  which  affotda 
Ibcm  protection. 

Hut  it  ia  denied  tbat  there  it  any  aoch  parly  ip  the 
country  aa  an  ariitoeracy.  The  conttilution,  it  it  mid, 
rceogniaet  no  auch  order.     True,  air,  neither  doea  the 


tlitution  of  the  United  Statea  pomtively  prohibit*  tbe 
em'Maion  of  billa  of  credit  by  the  Slate  Govcmtncnta) 
nnd  yet  it  ia  notoriout  that  auch  iaauei^  in  Ibe  ahape  of 
bank  billa,  are  made  d»ly,  by  and  with  tbe  conaent  of 
every  State  Government  in  the  Union.  It  it  abaurd, 
therefore,  to  argue  that  there  ia  no  ari»toer*cy  in  the 
country,  becuae  the  conatituiion  recogniaea  no  Mich  par- 
ty or  order.  But  aa  namea  do  not  alter  tbe  nature  of 
Ihinga,  il  makea  but  very  lilrfe  dHTerenoe  by  what  name 
that  political  parly  it  called,  which  advocate*  eicluiive 
privilegea,  or  an  inequality  of  righia.  Tbeir  prineiplea 
are  equally  adverse  to  the  apirit  ordcmocraeyi  by  what. 
name  they  may  he  deiignated. 


A  purely  democratic  Gove 


snliB 


arilybe 


oppoatd,  in  iU  very  character  and  nature,  to  all  oi 
olica  and  unequal  l^aUlionj  and  no  party.  Iherefiire, 
in  favor  of  charter*  and  excluaive  privilego^  can,  witb 
any  propriety,  claim  to  be  tbe  party  of  dcnociacyi  it 
would  be  equally  proper  for  a  diaciple  of  Uakomet  to 
call  bimaelf  a  Chriaiiao.  Sir,  ia  it  not  baae  and  horrible 
mockery,  nay,  downright  perfidy,  for  any  pwty  or  indi- 
vidual to  profeaa  tbe  prinoplea  of  democracy  «r  political 
equality,  and  puraue  monopoly  or  aritlacratie  meaMrca 
al  Ihe  tame  limeF  Whoever  pr^etaet  to  be  a  democrat, 
and  acia  upon  federal  or  monopoly  principle*,  deaenrea 
*'*  *-       igmatiaed  aa  a  political  diaaembler  and  traitor. 


atnongat  ita  nominal  Mipportert  monopolla 
cratiF  lamawaraofthetact.rir,  without  bring adviaed 
of  it  at  Ihi*  time.  Nerertheleta,  I  do  contend  tbat  Ihe 
democratic  parly,  at  a  party,  have,  from  the  otxaaiak' 
tion  of  the  Government  to  tbe  preaent  time,  ever  been 
dittinguiahed  from  their  political  adrertario^  wbctber 
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knovn  u  rederaliiti,  ariMDcnti,  monopollila,  mIIomIi, 
or  rriodcrn  whig*,  by  their  ■dvoctcy  of  liberd  or  popa- 
Ur  principlM.  The  hulot?  of  the  Iwo  pirtiei  ibowi 
tU*.  The  6nt  prominent  Mti-deraocniic  meuure  pro- 
poced  in  thii  counlry  wu  th*t  of  the  Tunding  or  banking 
■yitem.  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  arowed  BilTocale  o( 
•n  ariitocnuy,  wai  the  Gt  champion  ot  this  unequal  and 
oneroui  meanire,  and  frotD  which  baa  emanated  that 
whole  ayatem  of  monopoly  wbioh  now  ovenhadowi  the 
land,  and  threitena  lo  aubv«tt  the  libcrtiea  of  the  peo- 
ple. OF  thi*  aiiatocratic  ayitem,  mark  what  haa  been 
•aid  by  one  of  the  moat  clear-beaded,  aound,  and  pa- 
triotic men  that  our  country  erer  produoed.  1  allude 
to  the  late  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline  county,  Virfinia. 

"Tliui,  (laya  that  diitin^iahed  ataleaman,)  whilat  ■ 
paper  qralem  pretend*  lo  makcK  nation  rich  and  potent. 
It  only  make*  a  minority  of  that  nation  rich  and  potent 
at  the  expenie  of  the  ougority,  which  It  makea  poor  and 
impotent.  Wealth  makea  a  nation,  a  faeUon,  or  an  in- 
dividual, powerfult  and,  therefore,  if  paper  ayaleni*  ex- 
tracted th«  wealth  they  accunulate  from  the  wind*,  and 
not  from  property  and  labor,  lhe;r  would  Mill  be  inimical 
lo  the  principlea  ol  entry  conatitution  founded  in  the 
Idea  of  oational  will;  becauar,  the  aubjection  of  a  nation 
to  the  win  of  indiridual*  or  hciions  ii  an  invariable  ef- 
lect  of  ^reat  accumulation  of  wealth)  but,  when  the  ac- 
cumultlion  of  a  minority  impoTcrishei  a  majority,  a 
douUe  operation  doubly  rivet*  thi*  aubjcction. 

"The  deiuaion  of  all  paper  project*  i*  at  once  de- 
tected by  turning  upon  them  their  own  doctrinet  all 
boMt  of  dtuni^  good  to  a  nation.  Suppoae  a  nation  waa 
to  decline  thii  beneflcence,  and  propoae  to  reward  it  by 
doing:goodlopaperpr<jecli,  exactly  in  the  aamewiflhey 
propoae  to  benefit  the  nationt  that  ia,  by  taking  from 
the.awner*  of  *tock  their  income,  and  coniigning  orer 
to  them  the  taxca  and  the  credit  attached  lo  the  debtor, 
with  the  bleaaing  of  a  paper  circulationt  ibe  credulity 
which  bellere*  that  theae  inatitutiona  do  really  impoae 
upon  nation*  debt  and  taxe*,  direct  and  indirect,  frdm 
BK)li*ei  of  public  good,  would  be  pretently  cured  by 
tbe  faltering  lor^iue*,  the  wan  face*,  and  the  dialreMii^ 
hmentation*,  which  a  propoaiilon  for  thia  exchange 
waald  produce.  Theae  paper  projecta,  which  pretend 
lo  bebleiaii^  to  nation*,  would  be  deprecated  aicunc* 
by  themaelve*,  if  the  case  waa  thua  altered.  * 

"  It  i*  Mid  that  paper  ayttenu,  being  open  lo  all,  are 
not  nianopolica.  Ha  who  ha*  money  m*y  buy  itock. 
All,  then,  ia  fair,  *■  every  man  (maaninv,  however,  every 
Moneyed  man)  may  ghare  in  the  plunder. 

"  Every  man  may  enliit  in  an  army,  yet  an  army  m*y 
enalavs  a  nation.  A  mnnopoly  ma^  be  open  to  a  great 
number,  yet  ibo*e  who  do  engage  in  it  may  imbibe  t*" 
■plrit  offBCtioni  but  it  cannot  be  open  to  all,  becauio 
tntereat,  which  must  aubaiat  upon  a  nation,  can  conaiat 
oTlbat  nation;  aalcannot  hiten  myself  by  eating  myaelf. 
If  every  citizen  ihculd  go  into  an  army.  It  would  trana- 
form  thai  army  into  the  nation  itaetf,  and  it*  pay  and  nib- 
laatenee  would  oea*ei  In  like  manner  the  profit*  of  paper, 
were  tbey  generally  or  univerially  ditiiibuled  would 
ceaie,  becaitae  each  ciltien  would  be  his  own  paymailer. 
Had  the  objcelion  been  a*  true  in  praetioe  aa  it  i*  plausi- 
ble in  theory,  iheee  anawera  suffice  to  prove  that  it  would 
bate  converted  paper  arulocracie*  into  paper  demoet«- 
cie«. 

"The  reaaon,  however,  for  Ihia  apparent  common 
power  of  becoming  a  atock-jobbcr,  conuats  in  the  con- 
■tant  n«oe«iit)r  Tell  for  recruit*  by  every  species  of  ari«- 
toerMj.  Thenamehikeaaf  Egypt  hare  luflieient  pene- 
tration to  diacover  this.  No  individual,  nor  an  inconsid- 
erable miraber  erf  individual*,  can  enshive  a  nation, 
deapot  raise*  aoUiera  by  bounties.  Thi*  *yatem  ia  alto 
recruited  by  bounties.  The  soldier  wfnetiinei  deterlt, 
or  take*  ptrt  whh  ibe  nation  titer  tui  bounty  ii  spenti 


but  (he  bounty  of  paper  miemi  is  so  contrived  that  it  !• 
perpetually  going  on,  andannually  repeated,  so  that  tba 
ariMocracy  of  an  oppreaaive  nslen  never  deaerti,  or 
lake*  psrt  with  the  nation,  aa  tha  army  of  an  oppreanv« 
prince  has  •ootetimes  done- 

"  Where  Bvarice  and  ambition  beat  up  for  recruita, 
loo  many  are  prone  to  enlist.  Kinga,  minister*,  lord*, 
and  common*,  will  be  obliged  to  comniand  the  army  and 
ahare  in  the  plunder,  or  submit  to  be  cashiered.  Tbe 
maker*  and  managera  of  aristocracy  gamble,  wilh  a  cer- 
tainty of  winning,  for  a  stake  extort^  and  increaacd  by 
Ibemselves,  If  they  deposile  their  peony  they  draw  % 
pound,  and  augment  their  power.  The  system  of  paper 
and  patronage  freights  annual  gilleoika  for  a  Government 
and  a  faction,  at  a  national  mine  called  industryi  and  be- 
stows on  the  people  such  blessing*  a*  those  enjoy  who 
dig  up  the  ore*  of  Peru  snd  Mexico.  The  receivers  of 
the  profit  drawn  from  ibis  mine  reap  wealth  and  power; 
the  laborer*  reap  armies,  wars,  taxes,  monopolies,  Ac- 
tion, poverty,  and  ten  hundred  millions  of  debt.  Thia 
Is  an  En^liab  picture.  America  hopea  thst  her  Govern' 
or*  and  citiiens  are  neither  ambitious  nor  avaricious)  and, 
upon  thi*  hope,  i*  committing  the  custody  of  her  liberty 
to  tha  same  system.  Oh!  America,  America,  thou  art 
the  truly  begotten  of  J6bn  Bull!  It  Is  not  proposed  la 
follow  this  system  throughout  its  deleterious  effect*  upon 
the  moral*  of  private  citizen*.  But  if  it  1*  capable  of 
corrupting  public  officers,  or  Government  itself,  a  re- 
mark, to  exhibit  it*  superior  malignity  over  the  aristoe- 
racieaof  the  first  and  second  ages,  catinol  be  auppre**ed- 
The  manner*  and  principles  of  Oovemment  are  object* 
of  imitation,  and  influence  nations]  diaracter.  Tho  aria- 
tocracy  of  the  lint  age  exhibited  sanctity,  veneration  far 
the  gwi»»  ""1  moral  virtues,  to  ihe  public  view,  not  un- 
usefut  in  their  operation,  and  particularly  so  in  times  of 
ignorance:  that  of  tbe  second,  the  virtue*  of  gcnero*ily, 
honor,  anil  bnvery,  not  unuseful  in  aonening  barbaHsm 
into  ciTiliiition,  by  the  magnanimity  snd  even  Ihe  folly 
of  chivalry.  But  what  virtues  for  niulion  sppear  in 
the  aristocracy  of  tbe  preaent  age?  Avarice  and  ambi- 
tion being  it*  whole  *oul,  whit  privkte  moral*  will  it  in- 
fuse, and  what  national  character  wilt  it  create'  It  sub- 
sists by  uiurpstion,  deceit,  and  oppreasion.  A  conscious- 
ness of  fraud  impel*  it  towsrd*  perpetration.  By  ever 
affecting  and  never  practising  sincerity,  it  teaches  ft 
perpetusi  fear  of  tt-eacbery,  and  a  perpetual  effort  to 
ensnare.  Its  ends  is  distrust  and  fraud,  which  convert 
the  earih  into  ■  scene  of  ambuacsile,  man  againat  man. 
Its  acquisitions  inBict  misery,  without  bestowing  happi- 
nent  because  they  can  only  feed  s  rapacity  which  can 
never  be  satisfied,  and  a  luxury  which  cannot  auppres* 
remorse.  In  relation  to  private  people,  thia  system  may 
only  encourage  idleness,  teach  awindling,  ruin  individu- 
als, and  destroy  morals;  but,  allied  to  a  Government,  it 
preaents  a  policy  of  such  unrivalled  malignity  as  only  to 
be  expressed  by  saying,  >■  the  Government  is  a  ipecula- 
tor  upon  the  liEierty  and  property  of  the  nation!" 

Such,  then,  sir,  a  the  character  and  tendency  of  the 
paper  or  banking  syhiem.  And  wilh  this  syilem  i« 
identified  the  ari*locr*cyi  they  are,  in  fact,  insepar^tt. 
The  banking  system  of  thia  country,  be  it  ever  remem- 
bered, originated  with,  and  bt*  been  uniformly  cherish- 
ed and  advocated  by,  Ihe  anii-democratic  or  aristocratic 
party.  The  siruggle  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  (one 
of  the  first  fruits  oF  aristocratical  policy)  was  emphati- 
cally a  atrunic  for  power  and  privilege,  nay,  for  do- 
minion. Its  friends,  emboldened  by  the  hope  snd  pros- 
pect oF  aucceea,  threw  by  the  mask,  and  not  only  avow- 
ed, but  carried  out  into  practice,  the  principles  which 
govern  all  moneyed  ariatocnciesi  and  arrogance,  cor- 
ruption, oppression,  and  proscription,  were  openly  prac- 
^sed  in  tbe  face  of  day. 
Tbe  aristocracy  nre  sot  only  diuinguithtd  by  their 
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eorropt  wnA  detpoHe 
tiMno[M)llM  and  excliutrc  privilege!,  but  >Uo  by  the 
vlrufencj  and  constancy  of  (heir  snimoiitf  tow*rdi  the 
Advocitci  of  the  right!  and  luppinen  of  tbe  mullitudei 
and  hence  JefTetMn  and  Jackwn,  IhoM  deroted  and 
efficient  chtmpiani  of  equal  rights,  hare  each,  in  II 
turn,  been  the  objeola  of  their  peculiar  hatred  and 
mitigated  alander!.  In  fact,  thote  who  moat  deae 
the  confidence  and  mipporl  of  tike  people  are  erer 
moat  obnoxiou*  to  the  aaaaulti  and  denunoiaiiona  of  tbe 
ariatocrac]'.  Whn,  tor  example,  bare  been  ntore  groaa 
If  ahndered  and  abuaed  by  them  than  Martin  Van  Bn- 
Kn  and  Richard  U.  Johnaon'  And  who  have  itronger 
cluma  upon  the  regard  and  confidence  of  tbe  domoc- 
rac;  of  the  country  tban  thoae  genllrmCnP  Ha>a  tbej 
not,  both  in  CongM**  and  the  Leglalaiurea  of  their  re- 
apectlve  State!,  uniformly  oppoaed  chartered  monopo- 
Itci,  and  all  cither  aristocratic  encroachmenta  upon  the 
equal  rightg  and  Kbcrliea  of  tbe  people?  Have  they 
not,  at  all  limei,  and  under  all  circumitancea,  openly 
knd  unreaervedly  arowed  their  hostility  to  all  excluiive 
legiilition,  and  In  all  meaaurea  calculated  to  prejudice 
the  CBUM  of  palilicil  eauality?  Have  they  not  erer  re- 
poaed  the  utmoit  confidence  in  the  intelligence  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  people,  and  uniformly  exerted  their  beat 
energlea  in  behalf  of  the  people*!  riglita  and  welfare^ 
Let  the  histary  of  their  Uvea  furnish  the  answer. 
■  The  aristocracy  are  also  known  by  yet  another 
Uteriitic — their  contempt  of  tlie  common  people.  I 
do  not  recollect  that  I  have  ever  met  with  any  produo. 
tiaa  in  which  this  feeling  of  contempt  was  ao  alrongly 
and  heartily  expressed  ai  it  is  in  the  late  address  of  Hr. 
Biddle  berore  the  Alumni  Anocistlon  of  Naasau  Hall. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  for  a  moment  to 
the  following  extract,  as  a  speoimen: 

•  »  •  "prom  your  own  quiet  elevalion,  watch 
calmly  fhii  servile  route  (the  people)  ai  its  triumph 
sweeps  before  you.  The  avenging  hour  will  at  laat 
cume.  it  cannot  be  that  our  free  nation  will  long  en- 
dure  the  vulgar  dominion  of  ignorance  and  profligacy. 
Tou  will  live  to  fee  the  laws  re-eatabllshed.  These 
bandhti  (the  people)  will  be  scourged  back  to  their 
cavemi)  the  penitentiary  will  reclaim  ita  fugidvea  in 
office,  and  the  only  remembrance  which  history  will 
prcaerve  of  them  is  the  energy  with  which  you  reaiated 
and  defeated  them." 

It  ia  difficult,  sir,  to  determine  whether  audacity  or 
hypocrisy  is  most  pre-eminent  in  the  extract  which  I 
have  just  resd.  Sir,  must  !t  not  strike  every  one,  poa- 
aessing  the  least  sense  of  propriety,  aa  very  remarkable, 
thai  sn  ii>d>vidual  in  Mr.  Biddle's  peculiar  situation,  be- 
ing at  tbe  time  president  of  an  institutioa  noiorioualy 
ciirnipt  and  unconstiliiiional,  should  pmume  to  make 
pretenaions  lo  patriotism  or  to  political  integrity*  Why, 
air,  with  about  aa  much  propriety  might  the  wanton 
prate  of  virtue,  or  the  hther  of  lies,  of  truth  and  rrght- 
cousoeas,  at  this  man  of  love  of  counlry  or  of  political 
honesty.  In  his  sbuse  of  tbe  people  is  exhibited  the 
profanity  of  Alcibiidodebcing  the  im-gesof  the  gods! 
In  hit  profetitons  of  patriotism  ia  nanilested  the  hypo- 
crisy of  Clodius  defeating  a  temple  to  Iiiberly!  And 
let  it  be  remembered,  tir,  that  this  enemy  of  equal 
righti,  this  contemner  and  libeller  of  the  people,  is  the 
chief  prieW,  nay,  the  very  Uolocb,  of  the  bank-whig 
ariatncraey.  No  prince  better  deserves  the  homage  tn 
hi)  siibjecU)  none  so  veil  qualified  to  direct  tbe  coun- 
cils of  that  political  Tariarus,  which  he  hat  obtained  tbe 
empire  of,  and  delighta  to  reign  over! 

[Mr.  HacBi,  havingremarkedthat  hebadbeenillfbr 

tome  time,  and  waa  not  able  to  continue  his  speech,  as 

he  fell  his  physieal  powert  ftiling,  returned   hit  teat, 

without  concluding  his  remarks.]     * 

Mr.  BYNDH  moved  that  tbe  comiDittee  risei  but,  up- 


on tbe  aaggolton  of  Hr.  CAHBKEX^NO,  the  molimi 
waa  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CAHBBBLKKG  made  KWie  rcmarka  in  ottpoa- 
lion  lo  the  inlroduclion  of  the  propoaitioa  at  thit  time. 

Mr.  HBKCEa  remarked  that  bn  amendmiint  did  not 
differ  «saentiaity  from  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  hs  was  decidedly  ofopinioB  that  such  a  work 
as  it  contempUlod  ought  lo  be  constructed.  He  arat  not 
opposed  to  the  propontioa  of  the  gentleman,  andifaould 
probably  gu  with  him  to  the  whole  extent  of  ibe  twelve 
hundred  thousand  dotlani  but  ha  thought  it  right  that 
the  Government,  following  the  examplea  or  Great 
Britain  and  France,  should  cast  its  own  cannon,  inttCMl 
oF  providing  it  by  contraet. 

Hr.  HcKEON  said  that  the  amendment  oBcrcd  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginis,  [Hr.  Mbbcix,]  proposing 
to  make  an  spproptiation  for  ■  national  fouodry,  in  his 
(Hr.  HcK'i)  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  insisted  upon  at 
the  present  momcNt.  It  was  unasMl,  he  believed,  to 
present  spproprialionB  for  new  worka  in  Ibis  wsy  to  tbe 
considcratiMl  of  tbe  Houte.  He  liad  listtaod  with  great 
plesuire  to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
aubmltted  tbe  prapoaitiont  and  be  attured  him  that  when 
the  queation  tliould  be  presented,  after  baviif  been  CMt- 
lidered  by  tbe  committee  whoae  perlieular  duty  it  «aa 
toinveitigaleaubjeetaof  thiacharacter,  most  chcerially 
would  he  examine  the  whale  matter.  The  mun  abject 
which  be  (Hr.  HcK.)  had  in  view,  on  rising  to  addrett 
the  commitler,  was  lo  follow  out  the  tuggeatiuna  made 
by  hia  colleague,  [Mr.  CusaMMuao,]  cm  openiBg  Uie 
debateon  thebill  now  underconaideraiion.  Tlie  amend- 
ment be  offered  reUiing  lo  the  arming  of  our  forticalioaa 
naturally  drawing  into  the  debate  the  quertion  of  the 
surplui  revenue  of  the  Oovemment,  be  aiiipoted  that 
tbe  view!  of  members  would  be  give*  during  this  dla- 
cussion  on  points  ariMng  out  of  (hia  absorUng  topic. 

In  the  course  of  his  obMTvaUont  he  referred  to  tbe 
remarks  of  ttioaewhohad  taken  part  in  a  former  debate 
growing  out  of  one  of  the  appropriaiion  bills;  and  to 
these  remarks  replies  have  been  given,  and  thus  has 
been  opened  a  ditcuBHon  which,  by  a  specie*  of  general 
understanding,  was  tratuferred  to  tbe  bill  naw  before 
UG,  llul  debate  was  of  a  moat  discursive  character. 
An  extraordinary  latitude  was  indulged  in.  If  the 
present  debata  was  to  have  any  aimllitude  to  that  to 
which  he  (Mr.  HcK.)  alluded,  Ibe  oppoaitlon  lo  tbe  ad- 
ministration certainly  must  have  ample  cause  for  ra- 
juicing  at  tbe  opportunity  now  aifbrded  them  of  inveali- 
gating  the  aitustion  of  our  public  afiairs,  and  pladng 
before  the  attention  of  tbe  country  the  abnaes  of -the 
Governncnt.  It  it  well  known  that,  from  an  aMiiety 
to  expedite  tbe  public  buuneat,  tbe  friendt  of  tbe  ad- 
ministration have  not  replied  to  many  of  tbe  timfe* 
made  against  Ibem.  We  hare  in  many  inatancet  tub. 
milled  in  silence,  and  yet,  sir,  we  have  been  charged 
with  checking  diacuason.  To  Ihoae  who  have  chai|fed 
us  with  stifling  debate,  it  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  preaenting  their  viewa  to 
thit  House  and  tbe  nation  in  relation  to  our  prcaut 
polilical  condition.  Upon  a  former  ocoaaion,  the  acta 
of  the  administration  have  been  examined)  every  naove- 
menlwaascanned,  and,  in  the  btigfalest  coloring  in  which 
ita  adverurlet  could  prcaent  them,  all  the  evila  lo  be 
endured  from  a  continuance  of  the  preaent  ayatem  were 
developed.  If  a  aingle  act  rcmaiat  atill  uDobaerved,  ita 
vigilant  oppMientt  now  have  tbe  opportunity  to  preaent 
it  to  the  public  gaze.  I  am  certain  that  I  apeak  tbe 
sentiment!  of  the  frienda  of  the  pretent  adminittntiion, 
when  I  say  thai  hr  be  It  from  ua  to  ahrink  from  any  £i- 
cussion,  or  to  iliSe  invettigation,  aatisSed  at  we  are  tbe 
support  of  thit  people  will  never  be  given  to  thoae  in- 
trtuled  with  poww,  if  they  refuae  to  have  their  acli 
:xanincd)  WM  eooadoua  ••  we  are  that  tbe  rcMilt  of 
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tbe  stricleit  vcrutinr  will  not  onlj  prove  the  feebleneu 
of  iti  «pponenti,  but  iIm>  the  cluini  of  the  preKnt  ul- 
miniitration  to  a  continuance  of  the  conGdence  of  Ibe 
country.  Tbrougtiout  tbe  prewnt  wei^an  diirge  upon 
charge  ha*  been  nude,  denuociatioD  bii  followed  de- 
nunciation, and  yet  nothing  hai  been  developed  calcu- 
lated to  abake  one  particle  of  the  tniat  placed  in  thoae 
•dminiMering  the  Bzeculive  Qovernmcnt  bjr  a  Jarre 
portion  of  the  people.  Amoogtt  the  multitude  of  aasiil- 
anil,  none  bore  a  more  diatinguiahed  character  than  tbe 
gentleman  [Hr.  Bau]  from  Tennenee.  Tbe  rcmarka 
which  fell  from  bim,  eonneoted  with  the  circumitancet 
attendant  upon  their  deliverri  were  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary character.  The  attack  waa  not  nidden.  From 
the  eomneiM«m«Dt  of  thii  kmod.  "  coming  evenli  had 
caat  their  ibadowa  before." 

Olten,  Ur.  Cha■nuI^  in  thaw  ieotiona  of  the  glolie 
wbicb  are  Tnited  with  Iboee  tremendoui  conTukioni  of 
nature,  ingulflng  citiea,  with  their  evidencca  of  cirili- 
iilion  and  monumenti  of  art  and  Fcfinemeo^  the  travel- 
ler pauMi  to  ttehold  tbe  mint  whi^  are  tbe  eonaequen- 
ce*  of  the  awful  calamity.  He  itanda  aatounded  at  the 
ngbt  of  tbe  overthrow  of  the  itupendoua  fabrica  reared 
by  the  geniua  and  labor  of  man.  Wfaolhat  hatllitened 
to  the  diatant  noite,  foretelling  the  approaehiag  ihoek, 
but  felt  a  dread  of  tbe  orima!  With  aimtUr  dread  did  1 
liiten  to  the  rumor  of  the  Utack  on  the  adminiatntion. 
n  broke  upon  u«  in  all  ita  power.  Recovering  frum  the 
abook,  which  for  daya  rocked  tbia  Capitol  to  itt  very 
baae,  aa  the  Mund  waa  dying  away,  it  waa  aoxiouaty  in- 
quired who  of  the  fiicnd*  of  the  adnunatration  might 
have  been  apared,  and  whether  nothing  night  be  viiiole 
but  the  fallen  columns  and  ibattered  arcbitravea  of  that 
once  m^eatic  tcinple,  which  but  k  few  diya  previouily 
roie  before  ui  in  all  ita  magniBcenoe.  The  ahock  ha* 
puMd.  Not  a  pillar  bM  been  d'laturbed.  Not  a  trace 
It  led  of  Ifaat  conruUion  which  thook  the  adminiitration 
lo  itt  centre,  and  threatened  to  bury  ila  friendi  beneath 
Its  mint.  1  am  not  diqioaed,  lir,  to  believe  that  the 
people  will  queiUon  the  proprietr  of  invcatigatlng  tbe 
tneaMires  of  the  adminittration,  when  the  legitimate  ob- 
ject of  that  inquiry  may  be  to  correct  them.  But  to 
the  effort  to  direct,  by  labored  apeecbea  on  thii  floor,  at 
the  ezpente  of  tbe  buaineat  of  the  country,  the  public 
aentiment  in  relation  to  a  tubjecl  with  which  we  have  aa 
legialaton  no  connexloo,  I  do  believe  the  country  baa 
ample  reaaon  lo  comphin,  and  will  make  ita  complaintt 
be  beard.  The  attempt  to  make  poblie  opinion  here  to 
operate  upon  tbe  approaching  pre^denOal  election,  ia 
at  inpropef  **  it  will  be  fruttlM.  The  aecd  may  be 
tcattered,  but  It  will  fall  amidat  rocka  and  upon  bluled 
beatha.     Tbi*  hall  ia  not  tbe  forum  from  which   the 

Cple  will  be  addretaed.     Our  vocation  ia  not  to  lead, 
to  follow,  public  opinion.    We  have  been  tent  here, 


pUee  into  an  electienefring  arena.  To  make  lawt,  not 
lo  make  Preaidenta,  it  the  cooatilittiDnar  duty  of  tfaia 
Ueutei  and  tbe  eflorta  of  any  of  u%  in  the  ci^city  nf 
BepreeeMativca  on  tbit  floor,  in  &*m  or  againat  any  can- 
diitate,  odghi  and  will  be  viaited  with  tbe  rebuke  of  an 
intelligent  people.  Wbatever  part  the  friend*  of  Ibe 
•dninittralion  take  in  theae  iliif  iMiiiiiia.  it  with  the  tole 
view  of  defending  tboae  who  auatain  the  adminittration 
from  aocuaaliona  which  hive  been  unjuatly  made  againat 


ir  (wuncila.     Upon 

thoae  who  have  introduced  it  muat  rest   the  reipon- 

atbility.     We  have  not  Bought  it— we  only  claim  the 

privilege  of  defence. 

We  nave  been  dutrged 
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candidate  for  tbe  prendency;  with  being  upheld  by  a 
preat  receiving  iti  Minport  from  the  Governmeot  patroit- 
agei  by  ■  preat  wbicli  has  denounced  all  who  dared  to 
differ  with  it,  and  baa  puraued  with  an  unrelenting 
ferocity  thoae  who  had  the  boldnen  and  iodependenoe 
to  array  Ihemselve*  againat  a  lyttem  of  dictation  and 
corruption.  At  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  haa  to 
frequently  alluded  to  thii  peiMculion  of  himielf,  I  can- 
not forego  the  opportunity  of  referring  bim  to  a  remark 
of  Ur.  Jefferton,  in  which  be  atated  that  public  men 
will  be  judged  not  by  what  ia  laid  of  them,  but  by  what 
1i  laid  by  incTnidTea — by  what  ii  done  by  themielvea. 
To  this  rule  he  cannot  object.  Unteii  the  labort  of  the 
preii  to  which  he  alludea  hare  been  tuilained  by  truth, 
they  must  be  powerleal.  In  wielding  the  weaponi  of 
truth  alone,  tbe  preti  bai  its  power{  and  no  nun  who 
valuet  the  inttitutioni  of  the  country  would  deiire  to 
■ee  any  meana  uted  to  abridge  the  exercise  of  thote 
energiei,  calculated  to  preierve  thoae  inatilutioni.  Upon 
anuMhackledpreaireiti'tbebopeof freedom.  Theprea- 
ent  Bdminiatration  haa  been  a  condaat  object  of  attack. 
The  patronage  ofboth  Houte*  of  Congreai,  a  patronage 
amounting  to  thouiandi  annually,  baa  been  given  to 
thoae  connected  with  the.  political  partiei  of  the  dayi 
and  not  one  word  haa  been  raited  againtt  the  roeaaure 
by  thoae  who  aee  at  the  present  time  great  danger 
iriting  from  luch  connexion.  Haa  that  ulence  been 
produced  by  tbe  unyielding  oppotitioo  of  thote  pretaea 
to  almoit  every  movement  of  the  adminiitration  f 

Why  hai  thit  Midden  development,  with  regard  to  the 
corruption  of  the  public  preta,  remained  to  be  mada 
until  the  pretent  leiaionr  The  connexion  of  a  political 
party  with  the  prew  in  thii  city  hat  been  aaneUoned, 
year  after  year,  by  tlie  acquieicence  of  thoae  ftom  whom 
tbe  denunciation  now  comeii  and  yet  not  until  the  pre*- 
ent  moment  ii  tbe  outcry  railed!  It  it  became  weluTa 
a  prem  which  mainUini  tbe  eauae  of  the  people,  that 
thete  limentalioni  are  now  made?  Is  it  for  thia  reaaon 
that  certain  individuali.  who  have  heretofore  ilumbered 
on  their  porti,  now  are  leen  ruihing  to  the  outward 
Willi,  and  lounding  the  approach  of  an  enemy  eager  to 
deatroy  the  battlement*  of  freedom! 

When  1  heard  the  gentleman  charge  tlieadminiilralion 
with  b«ng  filie  to  the  niedgei  under  which  it  came  into 

Sower,  with  having  violated  all  tbe  solemn  promiaei  un- 
er  which  it  aawmed  the  direction  of  our  public  affain, 
I  might  have  been  aitoniihed,  had  1  not  been  aware  that 
the  cbargei  were  made  by  thote  whote  attachment  to 
the  adrainiil ration  wai  lomethinK  like  that  of  Maater 
Slender  for  iweet  Ann  Page.  There  was  no  great  love 
between  them  in  the  commeneement,  aad  it  decreased 
upon  farther  acquuntance.  I  admit  Ihit  I  wa*  not  pre- 
pared to  hear  accnailioni  made  by  thoie  who  have,  until 
within  a  ihort  period,  acted  with  the  tame  pirly  which 
IS  now  the  object  of  attack.  From  thoM  who  bad  uni- 
formly acted  in  oppoiilion  to  its  principlet,  wko  had 
never  sanctioned  ill  policy,  it  wa*  natural  lo  expect  anch 
cbaigeii  but  I  had  no  expectation  that  the  blow  would 
be  struck  by  those  who  have  icarcely  left  the  high  pheei 
to  which  they  were  elevated  by  their  profeiaioni  of  at- 
tachment to  that  very  adminiatration  now  ao  much  the 
abject  of  their  obloquy.  Almort  all  the  acta  in  wbtoh 
there  it  now  to  be  teen  lo  much  deformity  have  long 
been  before  the  country,  and  not  one  charge  ha*  been 
made  by  iome  nf  thoM  who  now  are  terrified  with  Iti 
past  conduct,  until  the  preaent  temion.  The  oonneximi 
with  new  political  allies  hu  evidently  given  a  change  to 
their  opioioni.  With  Hr.  Burke,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  these  gentlemen,  "gndually,  are  habituated 
lo  other  company,  and  a  change  in  Ibeir  habitude*  aoon 
make*  a  way  for  a  change  in  thrir  npiniooa.  Certain 
perioni  are  no  longer  ao  very  frightful,  when  they  come 
to  be  known  and  to  be  lerrioeable.     »-  *"  "•-"  "" 


Aa  lo  their  old 
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hud  ofiheulininlitraiion  •ctinff  with  iu  cnemiei — voling' 
with  themi  *nd  it  is  in  n'm,  itr,  Ihit  Ihey  can  czpcel  that 
an  Ihctr  return  lo  the  people  ihey  will  not  be  oKindered 
bj  that  people  at  weiring;  the  aane  bailee,  raltyini  un- 
der  the  nme  alandard,  and  aeekln^  the  triumph  of  the 

Elindplei  oppoeed  to  those  on  which  thia  adminiilration 
as  been  founded  and  lustained. 
Amongrt  other  chai^i,  we  have  been  accuttd  with 
hiTinK  urufomily  defeated  such  measurea  ai  wouh)  be 
ctkubtedlo  keep  IbeelectionofPrendent  and  Vice  Freai- 
'dentoutofihisHouse.  Noman»haviriieBtopr«aer*ethe 
puritj  of  our  GoTcmment  and  to  save  from  the  polluting 
toufh  ofiuapieion  the  chancier  of  the  membert  of  tbii 
body,  no  man  who  wiihea  lo  keep  amonpt  the  bodp  of 
the  pcMik  the  nwMt  sacred  duty  which  devolve*  upou 
tbem  of  aelccling  the  highest  oncers  of  the  ooantrj,  out 
niuM  desire  to  keep  the  eleation  out  of  this  House.  It 
is  not  my  intention  to  defend  the  President  on  this  point. 
He  naeda  no  defence.  His  messsgea,  ;ear  after  fttr, 
■peak  hr  themKlvea  on  thia  paint.  I  do  not  intend  to 
ezaninB  the  courae  of  the  administration  party  during 

Cast  year*  here.  Until  the  present  sesMon,  I  have  not 
ad  the  honor  of  a  teat  upon  this  floor,  but  I  have  not 
been  inittentive  to  the  proceedings  of  Congre**.  In  the 
-  demand  which  ba*  been  made  upon  the  attention  ofbolb 
Housei,  by  discusMoni  arising  out  of  questionaof  great 
imitortsncr,  might  be  found  (ufflcient  ezcuae  for  not 
hs*in^  acted  irpon  thisiubjecl.  Welisvehad  the  bank 
questKMtt  tbe  tarilTqueition,  and  a  variety  of  subjects  of 
viol  interest,  *bicb  have  engrotaed  the  time  of  thi* 
Houae.  1  leave  the  put,  I  seize  upon  the  present,  and 
aak  who  i*  taking  advantage  of  ihii  Acfeai  in  the  consti- 
tution, which  aooie  are  so  iniious  to  remedy?  I  care 
not  fbrprofeaMons — I  look  st  facts.  It  is  openlyjavowed, 
by  fome  of  the  opposition  preiaes  of  the  country,  that 
the  cleetioB  moat  be  brought  into  the  House.  Frankly 
i*  tbe  opialm  avowed  In  Muling  political  journals,  that  in 
thia  way  alone  can  auccciabe  hoped  for.  And  when  we 
look  to  tbe  course  of  the  friend*  of  the  sd ministration, 
wbstdo  we  behold?  But  one  candidate,  with  one  set  of 
principles,  relying  for  sapport  on  the  whole  democratio 
party  of  this  vast  confederacy.  What  do  we  behold  on 
the  other  side?  The  matt  strenuous  efforts  todefesi  the 
candidate  of  the  democratic  parly  bj' appeals  to  sectional 
feeling.  We  have  one  csndidite  in  the  East,  we  have 
•iralber  ID  the  West,  and  *  third  in  tbe  Soatband  South- 
west. And  for  what  end?  It  is  admitted  that  not  one  of 
tbe  candidates  can  obtain  sufficient  votea  of  the  electoral 
colleget  to  elect  him.  Is  the  object  to  divide  the  forces 
and  bring  the  contest  here,  where  a  selection,  which 
ought  to  be  made  by  those  who  sent  us  here,  rasy  be 
made  by  tu?  Is  it  ao  arranged  that  we  are  to  be  con- 
verted from  agent*  into  praicTpata?  For  one,  1  seriously 
hope  Ihsl  this  result  wilt  not  take  place.  I  believe  thst 
when  (he  faot  is  presented  to  this  people,  that  theresre 
three  esndidates  in  tlie  field,  without  any  avowed  prin- 
ciple*, and  with  the  declared  objecl  that  the  election  is 
lo  be  brought  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  mat. 
ler  will  be  Uken  into  their  own  hand*.  It  can  never  be 
fSRCtionedby  a  people  which  haanistained  the  preaent 
sdminiMration,  Ibatsupport  should  be  given  to  candidaiee 
who  ivow  no  principle<^  and  agree  upon  nn  point  ex- 
cept their  hostilities  to  the  individual  who  has  openly  de- 
clared his  determination  to  puraue  the  policy  of  tbe  prei- 


Wilb  a  view  of  defeating  tbia  candidate,  a  feeling  ha* 
been  attempted  to  be  raised  against  CDnvenllons.  The 
objeetion  to  conventions  ought  not  now  to  be  raised, 
either  by  our  open  i^poBent*  or  our  late  fKcnds.     Both 


have  luiclioned  this  mode  of  presenting  candidates  to 
their  respective  parties.  In  1833  the  convention  at 
Baltimore  nominated  the  present  Chief  Magrstrmte  for 
rfr«lection,  and  placed  tbe  present  Vice  President  be- 
fore the  country  aa  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  prcn- 
ding  officer  ofthat  body  wfatcb  had  attentpted,  but  vainly, 
to  brand  him  with  tbe  sear-mark  of  their  condemnation. 
Throughout  the  whole  country,  so  far  a*  the  democratic 

Eress  was  concerned,  but  one  sentiment  prevailedi  and, 
ya  coikcentrttion  of  public  sentiment  on  these  two  csa- 
dldates,  B  complete  ovenhrow  of  thoae  opposed  to  th« 
administration  was  the  eonacquence.  The  election  ter- 
minated In  the  triumphant  rejection  of  the  Exeentive, 
and  in  placing  (he  persecuted  to  preade  over  his  perse- 
cutors. We  have  been  told  (bat  in  one  State  this  sys- 
tem was  looked  upon  with  any  thing  but  r*ror.  I  allude 
to  Tennessee.  Yet,  sir,  that  |wtrio(<c  fltate  tuatained  the 
nomination  at  Baltimore,  thus  giving  the  bighett  proof  of 
ber  adoption  of  the  nstem.  It  ia  not  my  puiTiose  to 
speak  of  the  change  of  sentiment  which,  we  are  told,  ha* 
taken  pbce  there.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  charge  her 
with  inooniistency.  If  a  change  of  circumstance*  tt' 
quire  a  difTerent  course  to  be  pnnucd  now  from  that 
adopted  then,  it  is  not  for  one  from  another  section  of 
the  ITnion  toholdupberproceedit^  (othegaieofthH 
nstion.  For  myself,  1  sm  satia&ed  (bat  the  recommenda- 
tion of  several  hundred  member*  of  the  democratic 
Haiily  will  be  looked  upon  with  as  great  fevor  a*  the 
correapondence  of  membera  of  this  Bouae,  wheicbylbe 
name  of  a  distinguished  individual  may  be  placed  before 
the  country  in  eonnezion  with  the  first  office  in  the  gift 
of  the  people.  Our  preiidential  question  isdsilybecom-  ' 
ing  more  ezcitingt  the  csndidste*  for  tbe  diriinetion  be- 
coming more  nnmerouii  and  unless  some  ntode  be 
adopted  to  concentrate  tbe  sentiment  of  thoae  who  pro- 
fess certain  prindples,  snd  reoomewnd  cerUna  peteoft* 
a*  beat  calculated  to  carry  out  ttieir  principles,  there  is  a 
probability  (hat  the  reins  of  Oovemment  will  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  profiee*  principles  opposed  to 
•  large  msjority  of  the  people. 

One  of  the  accusations  expressed  in  tbe  iikdictment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennsseee,  was  the  system  of  ex- 
citements pursued  by  tbe  administration  patty.  He 
passed  over  the  gold  hnmbug,  as  be  termed  it,  snd  the 
expunging  process.  By  the  Giwt,  he  moit  be  understood 
aa  referring  to  tbe  effort  made  to  restore  (he  conMitn- 
tional  currency  into  the  counliyi  Ml  cffbrtwhicliwa*  in- 
tended for  (he  producing  claseea  of  the  nation,  and  with 
a  view  of  giving  lo  them  \  oan«ficy  whi^  oonU  not  be 
•filled  by  every  variation  in  the  money  merkett'eirinE 
to  tbe  farmer  thst  which  should  be  •  true  return  lor  his 


.  fi'am  the  Journal*  of  the  Senate  sn  not  which 

condemned,  uf^eard  and  without  proof,  bim  who  bad 
defended  your  home*  fhim  tonign  invaiion,  and  readied 
yoor  country  fVom  tiie  dasprtism  of  wealth.  Bolhi  air, 
may  be  rcristed,  but  onlv  lor  a  time.  Tbe  intdi^nee 
of  the  people,  united  with  their  desire  (o  do  jnstiee  (O 
the  injured,  must  uhimately  give  a  triumph  to  both  these 


The  Frenob  queaUdn  ia  that  upon  which  he  reals. 
The  gentleman  from  Tii^nia  [Hr.  Oaiuwd]  ha*  abl^ 
reviewed  tbe  whole  coarse  of  thia  Gontroversyi  and  it 
would  be  useless  to  atteaipt  k  reiteration  o 


The  Gonrse  adopted  by  the  Executive, 
bungling  snd  improper  aa  it  has  been  termed  upon  (bia 
floor,  has  yet  obuined  for  your  citiiens  indemnifioMion, 
and  lor  our  countiy  a  reputation.  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Tennesaee  knew,  as  well  aa  tbe  Bieeutive,  every  ira- 
in  raUtion  to  the  negotiation.     Frua  tiac  to 
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line  thejr  were  eooinunicited  to  the  iMtion. 
object  could  the  ■dminiitntioa  obtain  b;  esei 
Tbe  attempt  improperly  lo  ironee  the  fcm  of  the 
oounltT  vmild  be  Ncn  reooilin^  in  unmeMured  viotence 
upon  thoM  bj  vhom  it  miglit  be  made.  The  g^aUeiD*n 
from  TenncMee  uyi  the  Preaident  ou^t,  if  be  really 
beltered  war  iraa  approMhing',  (uhia  rricndtdid  pro- 
claim it  na  approaching,}  to  hare  convened  Congreaa 
during  the  laat  aummer.  The  moment  be  bad  itaued 
wch  a  proclamation,  it  would  have  been  the  lignal  for 
•  about  Trom  crery  part  of  thia  Union,  that  with  hit 
nahneu  be  va*  about  (o  precipitate  the  country  into 
difficulty.  No,  nri  with  the  patience  of  Fabiui  he 
■ought  to  reatore  their  property  to  bit  own  count rjnnen. 
nmragbout  tbe  whole  nC^olialion  a  apirit  waa  diaplay- 
ed  oT  which  every  American  ahould  be  proud.  Yet, 
•ir,  I  have  been  aaionirfied  to  bear  it  inaiited  upon,  not 
onlr  here,  but  without  theae  walla,  that  thbGovemment 
bad  BMde  an  apology  in  tbe  courae  of  the  diScoliy. 
One  fentlentan  referred  to  Mr.  BJTca'a  explanation  to 
tbe  n«neh  miBiater,  Polignte.  If  rehreoce  be  made 
io  tiM  biatory  of  our  foreign  rebtiona,  it  will  be  found 
that,  altbougb  France  baa  aercral  timea  required  espla- 
nationa,  never  haa  aho  obtained  them  fl«oi  tb«  United 
Statef.  Tbe  courae  adopted  by  lb*  commiaiioncra  with 
Talleyrand  in  ITTB,  by  Hr.  Rivea  with  Ptinee  Poligiwc, 
and  by  Mr.  Livingiton  with  De  Rigny  and  De  Broglie, 
haa  been  of  a  uniform  character.  Tbe  prineipte  baa 
been  boldly  avowed  in  all  tbe  communication ■  ef  our 
public  agenti^  and  I  tniat  will  ever  be  auatained,  that 
executive  eommunioationa  are  not  lo  be  explained  to  any 
foreign  Gorerament  on  earth.  With  tbe  French  aaea- 
lion  we  have  been  elevated  in  the  eyea  of  the  eivilixed 
world.  We  have  presented  the  ipectacle  of  a  young 
aad  chivalrou a  nation,  eonaciou*  of  the  Juatiee  of  her 
~  I,  requiring  of  a  nation  armed  at  every  point 
''  a  juat  debt.  The  conaequence  baa  been, 
1IHH,  in  ine  preaence  of  tbe  aaaembled  nation*  of  ibe 
•artl^  our  ocnintry  ttanda  reapetted  for  her  reaelution. 
Tbe  very  atlitode  ba*  given  nerve  to  Ibe  cauae  of  popu- 
lar Goverameat)  and  while  Europe  atarta  at  the  bold. 
neai  ef  our  conduct,  and  applandt  our  courae,  ia  it  to 
be  b«nared  that  there  are  thoae  at  home  who  attempt 
to  rob  him,  to  whom  the  countiy  ii  n  greatly  indebted, 
of  the  luatre  of  the  deed  which  he  baa  accompluhed^ 
Unppnared,  without  ahipi,  without  fcMiBcatiooa,  we 
a^ght  tiave  beent  but,  Mr,  wHh  leti  meant,  we  have  al- 
ready had  a  cootau  with  one  powerfiil  nationt  and  with 
mir  tmaaeiwe  rcaoureet  of  power,  and,  what  ia  more,  of 
patriotiam,  I  never  bad  any  double  that  my  counlrymen 
were  willing  to  tally  around  the  Executive  in  the  mun- 
tenanceof  the  bonorof  theconiitry.  They  never  would 
content  that  the  character  of  the  nation  ahould  be  tar- 
niihed  by  one  particle  of  explanation.  The  flag  of  our 
country  now  floatt  untarniibedi  and  when  one  stain  ia 
upon  ita  fokla,  let  the  country  not  exist  covered  with 
du^tace.  Let  our  lun  go  down  auddenly,  if  it  wilt,  but 
let  It  go  down  in  brightneas. 

If  we  are  to  belieTe  the  repreaentatiooa  which  are 
made  here,  air,  tbe  adminiatration  haa  been  lignaDzed  by 
a  aeries  of  violated  proroiaet,  aod  by  having  led  tbe 
country,  gradually,  fhnn  a  moit  elevated  poeition  into 
the  loweat  deptht  of  degradation.  It  ia  charged  with 
(he  corruption  of  the  great  maei  of  tbe  peoplei  with 
h«Ting,  upon  thia  floor,  a  party  repreaented  aa  a  pncto- 
rian  eohort,  Bianbed  and  wheeled  at  tbe  conunand  of 
tbe  Bxeeulive— the  preta  manaded  and  enalaved.  In 
one  word,  a  tcene  It  presented  from  which  every  Amer- 
ican ahould  revolt  with  diagutt.  And  who  are  the  ac- 
CuaeraF  By  whom  are  Iheae  charge*  made!  By  Ihoae 
who,  bat  a  abort  time  mtkc,  were  aeen  in  the  ranks  of 
the  adminiatration — who  parliciptted  in  italabora.  From 
thet^  high  aceuMtioDt.GOoei-by  ibcm  are  Uten  daily 


doubt  with  a  view  of  ai 
the  nation  to  a  aeiue  of  ita  danger.     If  Jupiter ' 

ahould  thunder  daily  from  hia  high  bea~ " 

nary  work!  would  become  accuatomed  ti 
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With  what  truth  can  tbey 
aceuae  an  Executive  of  coiruplion,  when  the  evideDCV 
ii  before  the  world  of  bia  having  placed  hia  veto  on  a 
avatem  of  internal  impmvementa  which  would  here 
thrown  into  hit  handi  immenM  meant,  by  a  diSiitloffl  of 
the  public  treaaure'  an  Executive  which  re«Med  the 
combined  influence  of  wealth,  and  refuaed  it*  MUKtion 
to  a  meaautfe  which  would  have  given  it  the  power  to 
place  it*  aatrapt  in  every  tection  of  the  Union.  Cor- 
ruption may  be  found  in  a  slate  of  quiescence,  but  not 
in  an  administration  everv  step  taken  by  which  haa  been 
opposed  by  a  phalanx  at  industry  aod  talent)  and,  not- 
wilhatanding,  haa  uniformly  triumphed.  With  the  ac- 
cuser and  aeeuaed  I  am  wiITrng  lo  approach  the  great 
tribunal  of  public  scrutinyi  and  that  the  acta  of  thoae 
intrualed  with  power  ahould  apeak  for  themfrivea. 

What  baatheadminlatralion  doner  Let  yourfbretgn 
end  domestic  policy  antwer.  Look  to  y<nir  leaa,  un- 
locked to  the  commerce  of  tbe  eountiy— to  ehaooela 
regained  or  diaeovered  for  the  outpouring  of  the  indnt. 
try  of  your  brmer*.  I.ook  lo  your  tndemnitie*^  wrunr 
-  ~  '  li3 


from  Eur^Man  Powers,  and  your  country  respeetcS 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  worM,  by  earryinr  out  the 
mavm  of  American  diplomacy,  that  "  we  will  aik  for 
nothing  but  what  is  riRtit,  and  submit  to  notbing  which 
ia  wrong."  And  are  were  no  evidencea  of  wisdoui  and 
integrity  in  your  domeatic  policy'  Where  ia  (he  dis- 
charge of  your  national  dehtf  where  Ihe  relief  thnn 
taxet  to  the  amount  of  million*,  by  thereduolionoryotir 
larlfff  where  the  enlightened  policy  with  regard  to  yoDP 
Indian  tribca,  preaerving  tbem  from  annihilation,  and 
giving  autet  to  your  citiscnt!  where  the  cflbrt  to  rettore 
the  gdd  currency  lo  yourcountry?  where  the  triumph 
over  a  gigantic  institution  which  bad  chosen  a  natieD  for 
ila  sntagoniat?  Bv  ita  acta  let  Uie  administration  be  tried, 
and  t  have  no  doubt  of  tbe  approving  verdict  of  the 
country.  In  a  career  of  unexampled  proaperity,  with 
the  richest  stores  of  plenty,  and  at  peace  with  Ibe  civil- 
ised world,  ia  (he  position  in  which  Ihe  preaent  Execu- 
tive, in  the  last  year  of  his  public  career,  flndi  the  ns- 
Hon)  and  well  may  be  applied  to  him  the  language  of 
Ihe  Roman  Conaol,  that  for  many  of  these  benefit*  are 
we  indebted  lo  tbe  integrity  and  wisdom  of  one  man. 
In  the  recollecitDn  of  hit  countrymen  hi*  actton*  will  be 
cherished.  On  their  tongue*  aball  hi*  acthma  grow,  and 
on  their  records  shall  they  arrive  at  age  and  tlrenglht 
and  the  aame  d«y  which  brought  deliverance  to  the  ciun- 
IrT  shUl  transmit  to  posterity  the  remerobrance  of  hi* 
adminiBtration. 

An  adminisliation  around  which  ao  much  lustre  ia  now 
shed,  calls  for  aupplica  to  carry  out  ita  meaturea  relating 
to  Ihc  public  defence.  A  review  of  ita  paat  conduct  waa 
made  by  tbe  genlieman  from  Tenneuer,  with  the  deaire 
of  ascert^ning  whether  it  waa  trust-worthy.  I  hope 
tbtl,  in  common  with  the  country,  this  Houae  i*  aaliafled 
on  that  point.  The  propontion  is  now  made  to  ua  to 
prepare  a  system  of  naliottal  deface.  Attention  has 
been  directnl  to  it,  and  wc  are  now  called  upon  to  take 
messurea  to  provide  the  country  with  such  defence*  at 
her  situation  demands,  and  her  chanicter  requires  al  the 
h*n<b  of  her  representatives.  We  have  arrived  at  a 
'  at  which  the  question  must  be  settled  whither  we 


will  divide  Ihe  money  ii 
airy  fortifications,  incre 
inbnd  frontier  from  Ihe 
which  we  have 


Treasury,  or  build  n 
ur  navy,  and  protect  our 
sioni  of  the  sav^et.  The 
command  will  permit  us  to 


prowcule  any  pbuu  which  may  be  agreed  upon. 
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.  not  diipoied  to  iwh  fonrtrd  into  ■  lyilem  of  ezlr»T«^ 
g>nt  expenditures,  calciilited  to  Itj  the  foundalion  of  • 
policjr  oppoTCil  to  Ibe  principlM  of,  tnd  to  bring  dii- 
oredit  upon,  »  republican  furm  of  goTernment.  Tbe 
danger  ii  alwi;!  in  extreme*.  We  nave  an  opportunity 
of  purtuing  a  eourte  which  will  end  in  no  improvident 
expenditure  of  the  ftublic  treature,  and  at  the  Mmetime 
provide  lu  with  ample  defences.  Whatever  movemenla 
■hall  be  made,  I  hope  will  be  taken  wilh  due  conudera- 
tion.  OppoMd  u  the  country  it,  aa  a  letlled  pidlcj,  to 
overgrown  naval  eitabliahmentsorUrge  ttanding  armlet, 
I  have  no  doubt  every  eiTort  to  increaie  any  branch  will 
be  watched  with  the  jealous  care  which  (bould  alwaya 
characterize  a  people  conicioua  of  the  value  of  the  inati- 
tutioni  they  enjoy,  and  anilou*  for  their  preiervation. 
But  Btill,  when  the  condition  which  we  now  present,  ai 
to  defence,  is  placed  before  the  country,  there  can  be 
no  fear  of  its  sustaining  the  policy  recommended  to  ui. 

At  varioua  periods  reports  have  been  rude  by  intelli- 
gent officers,  regarding  our  publk:  defence.  So  far  a* 
my  judgment  can  be  formed,  none  holds  a  more  con- 
spicuous ((atlon  (ban  the  document  which  has  been  laid 
within  a  few  days  upon  our  tables  fnm  tbe  War  Depart- 
ment. It  displays  an  intimate  knowledge  of  a  subject 
of  vast  exteal,  and  presents  to  the  view  of  Congreu  a 
system  which,  while  it  avmda  all  extravagance,  ii  marked 
with  a  prudence  which  requires  thu  no  important  posi- 
tion should  remain  unprotected.  Sanctioned  by  the 
■pproval  of  one  whose  military  reputation  was  acquired 
at  a  period  when  tbe  world  was  an  entire  battle-field,  and 
when  the  greatest  general*  the  world  hat  ever  teen  were 
gathering  Iheir  laurels,  it  comet  to  u*  wilh  do  ordinary 
character.  An  examination  of  that  paper  will  convince 
member*  that  the  lyileoiB  offered  heretofore  to  the 
country  will  admit  of  tome  alteration.  Tbe  greit  divi- 
Hons  of  the  engineer**  report  of  1631,  inritting  upon  an 
efficient  organization  oi  our  militia,  upon  facilities  of 
internal  communication,  oF  a  well«rranged  navy,  and 
fbrtlRcationi,  u  containing  the  element*  of  a  proper 
defence,  are  pointa  upon  which  we  can  all  unite.  These 
are -so  clotely  united,  that  the  whole  tytlem  wilt  be 
affected  by  an  Improper  arrangement  of  any  one  of  the 
pari*  composing  the  whole  plan.  With  respect  to  our 
defence,  there  are  three  points  to  which  1  must  solicit 
the  attention  of  the  committee.  I  divide  the  locations 
for  which  provinon  should  be  made  (and  I  believe  I  do 
nothing  more  thin  what  is  suggested  by  the  Wir  De- 
partment) into  the  frontier  bordering  upon  the  British 
poesestions,  our  Indian  frontier,  and  maritime  frontier. 
The  fact  that  the  British  Government  has  erected  garri- 
aons  of  great  extent  at  some  points  in  their  possessions, 
affords  no  example  for  our  imiUtion.  AtUc«,  if  made, 
is  to  be  expected  from  the  stronK  upon  the  wesker 
Power.  We  have  nothing  to  dread  in  the  shape  of  an 
inroad  upon  ul  from  that  quarter.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary,  to  build  Urge  fortificationt  on  the  Lake* 
Ontario,  Erie,  Huron,  and  Hichgan,  would  be  a  useleu 
expenditure  of  money,  as  an  enemy  might  land  at  point* 
beyond  the  reach  of  these  very  forts.  Temporary 
block-houses  would  answer  every  purpose  which  could 
be  produced  by  expensive  works.  Moreover,  a  fleet, 
upon  which  eiery  reliance  might  be  placed  by  us,  could 
without  delay  be  put  afloat  upon  these  inltnd  seas.  The 
closing  of  the  entrance  Id  Lake  Chainplain  is  a  measure 
recommended  by  the  Department.  Connecting,  as  this 
sheet  of  water  does,  Canada  with  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Vermont,  it  isneceuary  for  the  United  Stales  to  have 
a  commanding  position  In  that  leclion. 

The  internal  frontier  of  the  United  States  it  covered 
with  horde*  of  savage*.  From  the  Gulfof  UeiJcoupto 
the  line  dividing  our  possessions  from  those  of  our  Brit- 
ish neighbnn,  our  popolation  is  exposed  to  the  atlsckt 
of  a  barbarian  foe,  wbose  batted  to  the  wtiite  maa  i* 


unceasing,  and  crowds  of  whom  hang,  like  avalanche)^ 
ready  to  ^11  upon  our  countrymen.  We  have  adopted 
a  policy  which  some  here  insist  adds  every  hour  to  the 
danger,  la  it  proper  that  we  should  transport  the  In- 
dians, place  arma  in  their  hands,  and  then  leave  them  in 
the  neighborhood  of  civiliiation,  to.waleb  for  their  op- 
portunity, and  massacre  those  who  are  the  pioneer*  to 
the  march  of  improvement  in  the  new  tectiont  of  the 
country?  Look  at  the  pontion  of  affairs  in  that  section. 
You  have  a  report  which  show*  thtt  a  body  of  Indians, 
combining  a  warlike  strength  of  a  terrible  character, 
will  toon  be  collected  between  our  frontier  and  tbe 
Rocky  Hounlains. 

After  the  emigration  now  going  on  shall  be  comple- 
ted,  the  fbllcwing  it  it  supposed  wdl  be  the  rciult: 
Indians  who  have  emigrated,    -  -  -    31,348 

Indiana  to  remove,        -  .  -  .    73,181 

Indians  of  indigenou*  tribes,  within  sinking  dit- 

tance  of  our  frontier,  -  •  -150,341 

»53,ero 

Here  is  a  force  well  oalcukted  to  excite  alarm.  The 
eiperieqce  of  tbe  past  appesi*  to  us  in  cbiraclcrt  of 
blood.  We  htve  had  in  a  few  year*  several  Indian  wart. 
At  thit  moment  the  Seminolei  are  in  arm*,  and  befttre 
them  many  a  valiant  man  ha*  fallen.  The  recurrence  of 
these  sanguinary  contests,  in  which  neither  agenortex  ia 
spired,  must  not  be  permitted.  Millions  have  already 
been  expended  in  putting  an  end  to  wars,  which,  had  a 
necessary  force  been  exhibited,  never  would  have  oc- 
curred. An  increase  of  military  force,  and  of  tbat  spe- 
cies offeree,  ot  mounted  men,  is  necessary  to  keep  tbe 
savages  in  awe.  Nothing,  as  hat  oDen  been  staled,  but 
a  display  of  power  i*  calculated  to  preserve  peacei  and 
you  will,  by  keeping  a  force  before  them,  convince  them 
that  the  war  which  they  wage  with  the  white  man  must 
be  hopeless.  The  establishment  of  a  road  from  tome 
point  on  the  Upper  Uitsiaaippi  to  Ued  river,  passing 
west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  together  with  the  con- 
struction of  certain  fort*  at  a  trifling  expenae,  rccoai- 
mended  by  the  DepaitmenI,  will  tend  to  give  protection 
to  our  settlements  requiring  it  at  our  hands,  by  every 
dictate  of  humanity  and  patriotism. 

Tbe  most  important  point  of  defence,  when  viewed 
either  as  to  extent  to  be  protected,  or  the  amount  to  be 
expended.  Is  our  maritime  frontier.  With  a  coait  stretch- 
ing from  Nova  Scotia  down  to  the  Sabine  river,  we  pre- 
sent a  line  of  thousand*  of  mites  tu  tbe  approach  ot  an 
enemy.  To  throw  up  a  line  of  fortifications,  resting  one 
upon  the  other;  to  have  our  coatt  defended  by  a  series 
of  martello  lowers,  with  a  view  of  preventing  an  unbro- 
ken rampart  of  defence,  would  be  an  idle,  extravagant, 
and  uaelest  expenditure  of  public  money.  To  fortify 
every  point  which  cm  be  approached  must  be  unneces- 
sary; to  pUce  forilflcailons  at  tbe  entrances  to  our  prin- 
cipal cities,  and  pirticuUrly  those  having  naval  depots, 
fortifications  of  a  character  sufficient  to  meet  the  attack 
of  a  powerful  fleet,  must  be  the  great  object  at  present. 
The  views  laid  down  by  SecreUry  Cass  are  *o  valuable 
(bat  I  cannot  forbear  to  state  them  to  the  committee. 
Alter  rccomminding  an  augmentation  of  the  navy,  an 
efficient  organization  of  the  militia,  the  cultivation  of 
military  icienee,  Ibe  preservation  of  a  skeleton  of  a  regu- 
lar eUablisbment,  the  proper  distrifaulion  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war,  he  proposes  to  finish  the  works  now  under 
construction,  to  fortify  the  harbor*  and  inlets  upon  the 
coast  where  we  have  citie*  and  towns  of  importance,  and 
where  we  have  naval  establishments.  He  advises  also 
the  appointment  of  a  board  to  returvey  positions  intend- 
ed to  be  fortifiedi  also  an  investigation  to  be  made  in  tbe 
matter  of  steam  batteries,  with  a  view  of  using  them  in 
our  Bfstem  of  defsnce,  and  particularly  our  bay*  aad 
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Iwrbon.  He  recoBunends  ■  re«oiM)denliaa  of  the  pro- 
ject for  tbrtifying  Ibe  roMditcadiand  mnchora^  (proundi) 
stoo  »ii  inoreMe  of  the  corp*  of  engineen.  According' 
to  tui  report,  there  are  two  bilU  before  CongrtM;  one 
UDOonting  to  13,180,000,  and  intended  to  proiecute 
worht  tlreadjr  comnienced.  TbU  include*,  in  come- 
qtlCnce  of  Ihe  loai  of  tbe  celebrated  fortification  bill, 
operation*  of  (wo  yeafi.  This  bill,  in  hia  opinion,  ought 
to  be  paned  without  dela]'.  Tbe  Mcond  bill  propoaei 
nineteen  new  work*,  and  (600,000  for  iteam  batteriea. 
He  tUnlu  Uiat  tbe  approprialioM  for  tbe  (team  batteriea 
may  be  reduced  to  t^m,000^  and  the  following,  aimnint- 
ii^  to  twel*e  in  number,  may  be  deemed  MceMarr 
work*  I  at  Penobacot  baj,  Kennebcck  lirer,  Portland, 
FortMUMilb,  Salem,  New  Bedford,  New  London,  Slaten 
lahnd,  SoUcn'  Flali,  Redoubt  on  Federal  Pmnt,  Batan* 
ea%  and  Fort  St.  Pbilip.  Tbete  be  deem*  of  paramount 
importance.  The  appropriatioii*  for  *team  batteriea  are 
taighl7  important.  In  future  wari  steam  la  deatined  to 
perform  a  wonderfol  part.  Upon  tbeae  batterie*  tbe 
defence  of  ourbarbora  will,  in  a  great  meaiore,  depend. 
In  the  proaecutian  of  theifatem  of  foitificationi  which 
ha*  heretofore  governed  ui,  a  number  of  work*  bave 
been  erected.  The  following  preaenta  a  tiat  of  tbe  lor- 
tificattoDa  erected  aince  tbe  bat  war,  with  their  locatioa 


DtUa  of  Ihe  Miuuuppi. 
1.  Fort  Jackaon,  a  large  and  expeiuire  work. 
3.  Fort  Pike,  an  expenmve  work. 

3.  Fort  Wood,  »u  expenure  work. 

4.  Tower  Duprj,  not  large. 

5.  Batter]'  Bienvue,  not  targe. 

Fort  Morgan,  a  large  and  expeniire  work. 
Pmueala. 

Fort  Picken*,  a  brge  and  expenaife  work. 
St  At^iutine. 

A  conMderable  q>propnation  to  repair  the  fort  at 
tfaatpfawe. 

Copt  Fti»  Siiaa,  Norih  CarvSna. 

Fort  Caawell,  a  U^e  and  espentire'  work. 

FoK  Macon,  a  large  and  expenaive  work. 
StrnpUm  Boaja,  Virginia. 

Fort  Uonroe,  one  of  the  Urgeat  work*  in  tbe  world:' 
it  eoren  70  acre*  of  ground. 

Fort  Calboun,  uear  Fort    Uonroe — the    foundation 
■Mule  I  it  baa  coat  already  a  large  sum  of  mooey. 
WoMngten  CUf/. 

Fort  Waahinglon,  18  milea  below  the  cily,  a  targe 
and  upennre  work. 

Ddauart  Biver, 

Fort  Delaware,  a  laige  and  expenaire  work.  It  waa 
burnt,  and  w  to  be  rebuilt. 

Neui  York. 

Fort  Hamilton  and  Fort  Lafayette,  botb  large  and  ex- 
penMve  worka. 

Newport;  Shod*  Ulaad, 

Port  Adams,  a  large  work — unGniabed. 

Tbe  above  arealTtbe  new  worka  commenced  since 
die  war,  making  eleven  new,  large,  arid  etpeniive 
works,  beades  sppropriationl  for  old  worka  south  of  the 
city  of  Wadiingtoni  add  four  new  large  works,  betides 
kppropristioos  for  old  worka  north  of  tbe  city  of 
Waahmgton. 

Tbete  constructions  have,  for  the  mott  part,  taken 
^aree  in  the  Southern  portion  of  our  coitnlry,  being  in- 
cluded hi  Iboae  aeotjon^  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer 
deputmeat,  requiring  early  and  efficient  defence.  The 
preaent  appropriation*  are  chiefly  proposed  for  tbe 
Nortbern  and  Battem  aections  of  the  eountryi  and  are 
required  for  posiliona  calling  loudly  for  tbe  piolection 
of  the  Government.  No  point  on  tbe  whole  coast  re- 
ViircitlHt  pni(e«tioii  owre  Ibu  tin  atf  of  New  York, 


and  I  truil  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  will  eon-  ' 
tinue  to  extend  its  care  towards  it  until  ample  defence 
and  shield '»  given  lo  Ibe  lives  and  property  of  not  only 
(bote  in  the  cily  of  New  York,  but  the  immense  ex- 
tent of  country  which  it  commands.  The  amount  ex- 
pended on  particular  point*  ought  not  to  be  brought 
into  a  question  of  tbi*  nature.  We  must  expend  with 
reference  to  tbe  wants  of  each  aection  of  the  country. 
Some  will  require  more,  other*  Ic**,  in  proportion  to  tbe 
exposed  silualion  and  the  importance  of  the  pwnt  to  be 
fortified.  With  «  view  of  giving  to  the  committee  full 
information  on  tbe  tubject  of  expenditures  on  this  poin^ 
ihe  following  table,  prepared  at  my  requeal,  at  the  en- 
gineer department,  i*  -.i^m^**-^  t^  ,k»Tn^ 


IS  submitted  to  them: 
Slolemait  of  lAe  amourtl  apendcd  or 

Hoiu,  fiom  the  year  1791  to  tht   

1835,  H  emh  of  At  maritiiM  Salu  and  t 

New  Hampshire, 
Manachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jer*ej;, 

Delaware, 
Uaryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Louiiuina, 

Alabama, 

Florida, 

Diitrict  of  Columbia, 


Wifiea- 


#6,105  W 

95,913  30 

737,981  10 

1,H0.15T  90 

73,196  » 

3,678,614  66 

20,350  00 

191,871  64 

654,333  49 

1,079,809  03 

3,360,848  69 

870.785  31 
1,006,665  73 

478,331  09 
1,984,493  05 
1,497,137  24 

736.786  S9 
43,781  74 


817.J36.351  61 

t  offer  tbeae  to  show  gentlemen  the  amount  which  baa 
been  expended  tbroughout  the  maritime  frontier.  I 
will  not  follow  the  example  which  baa  been  placed  be- 
forrme.  of  drawing  comparisons  )>etween  the  amonnta 
paid  into  diFTerent  sections  of  the  confederacy.  It  is  a 
diMgreeable  and  uaelesa  task.  lam  willing  lo'believe 
that  the  reference  to  the  past  msv  have  a  beneGciat  ef- 
foct  upon  the  future  i  that  when  the  ground  has  been  re- 
viewed over  which  we  have  paased,  we  may  be  disposed 
lo  extend  the  kind  offices  of  the  Government  to  thoae 
seetjona  now  unprovided  with  meana  of  protection. 

There  is  one  arm  of  the  public  defence  which,  on  all 
sides,  is  admitted  to  require  the  fostering  care  of  tbe 
Government.  The  militaty  marine  of  the  nation  li  the 
subject  of  admiration  in  every  point  of  the  Union.  It 
has  covered  itself  with  Isureli,  gathered  in  contests  with 
the  most  gigantic  maritime  Power  of  the  world)  it  ha* 
laid  upon  our  altars  the  richest  tropbiei,  won  from  those 
who  bad  claimed  exclusive  dominion  over  the  tea.  We 
look  lo  it  not  only  aa  the  meant  of  sustaining  our  national 
character,  but  as  our  great  bulwark  of  defence.  With 
our  extensive  ocean  boundary,  we  must  necessarily  be 
exposed  to  atsaulta  from  foreign  naval  Powers.  Our 
conteat  naturally  will  be  upon  tbe  ocean)  and  aa  the 
most  effective  means  of  giving  protection,  and  at  the 
same  time  best  adapted  to  our  institutions  and  character, 
the  navy  most  be  Ftvoribly  viewed  on  Ihi*  floor,  aa  tbe 
basis  of  our  aystemi  attention  muit  be  paid  to  the  con- 
dition and  location  of  your  navaldepota.  Without  Hiila. 
ble  position*  at  which  your  vessels  of  war  can  be  built 
and  refitted,  positions  aflbrding  facilities  of  various 
kind*,  much  ofthe  efficiency  of  your  force  must  be  lost. 
To  the  proposition  which  has  been  made  to  reduce  our 
Dartl  eftabUunent,  1  ewnot  nibKrUtc.    I  un  ftware 
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ThU  lucEcsti 

Soutb   Carolinun,    «ha  oppoted  tbe        

ground  thftt  the  ezpenditUKt  of  tbeGoreranentouj 
•t  fir  M  ponible,  to  be  dnttibuted  Ihnugbout  the  ci 
tiyt  Ibal  the  concenlntion  of  the  number  of  ind'iTidaBU 
neceMWilj'  employed  would  throw,  into  the  lundi  of 
Iboae  intrufted  with  power,  ■  danB^roua  influenoc: 
'  moreover,  that  it  interfered  vilh  Ihe  rccommeDdMion  of 
ihe  Executire  for  the  Uying  up  timber.  For  thit  pur- 
poae,  buUding  dipi  are  required,  and  great  room  ii  ne- 
cemrf  ■  So  euenlial  are  these  building  slips  deemed, 
that  England  and  France,  with  a  Tiew  of  baring  Ihem 
in  their  Mtabliihments,  hare  increaied  their  nary  yardi. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nwy,  (now  at  the 
heail  of  the  Treasury  Department,^  in  the  year  1831, 
abo  expressly  takes  ground  against  the  reduction.  In 
time  of  war,  alao,  Ihe  sdrantage  of  hiving  several  points 
of  refuge  for  our  veawli  must  be  apparent.  It  nerer 
would  answer  to  have  on  the  whole  line  irf  our  coast  only 
two  place*  of  resort.  I  am  awire  that  thB  opinion  pre- 
vails that  certain  points  ought  to  be  abandoned,  on  the 
ground  that  they  do  not  poaiest  those  adrantagea  which 
are  essentisl  to  the  proper  location  of  nary  yat^i.  I  am 
aware  that  the  very  city  which  f  hare  the  honor  In  part 
to  represent  hu  been  deemed  one  of  lho«8  unworthy 
positions.  If  gentlemen  will  examine  the  report  made 
'  by  ofScers  of  distinction,  and  whose  knowledge  of  the 
wants  of  our  serTice  is  undoubted,  made  some  years 
since  in  relation  to  the  proper  sites  for  mir  naval  estib- 
liahmenti,  and  will  apply  lo  the  harbor  of  New  York  the 
requisites  deemed  necessary  for  a  valuable  navy  yard, 
they  must  be  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  maintaining  an 
extensile  depot  at  that  place.  I  am  unwilling  to  aUo* 
the  impression  to  exist,  that  the  public  money  is  useless- 
ly expended  there.  The  requisites  of  a  proper  site  are 
numerous.  Accessibility  alone  it  not  stjflicient  to  rec- 
ommend a  station.  A  navy  yard  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York  is  essily  defended.  A  oivy  j»rd  ought  not  Id  be 
locited  in  a  position  which  would  require  a  Iirge  stand- 
iog  force  to  defend  it.  Surrounded  by  a  dense  popula- 
tion, defence  onuld  be  at  New  York  made  with  efficien- 
cy and  rapidity.  New  York  would  require  a  double 
force  to  carry  on  a  successful  blockade.  An  enemy 
would  be  forced  to  keep  a  fleet  at  the  Sound,  and  an- 
other at  Sandy  Rook.  Dry  docks  csn  be  there  nwde 
without  difficulty,  and  In  certain  points  Beets  might  ride 
in  perfect  safelj',  completely  landlocked.  Timber  can 
be  readily  supplied  at  this  point.  The  stores,  arms- 
ments)  and  crews  of  our  vessels,  can  be  procured  there 
with  more  fscility  than  any  othet'  part  of  (he  country. 
The  advantages  which  that  port  has,  as  the  great  com- 
mercial miTt  of  the  Union,  are  beyond  those  possessed 
by  any  other  place.  The  ship  building  which  if  carri- 
ed on  brings  to  it  a  laige  amount  of  the  talent  neces- 
sary for  that  branch  of  businesi.  Of  this  portion  of  our 
emptoyment  we  are  justly  proud.  We  feel  a  pride  in 
Ihe  skill,  taatr,  and  industry,  displayed  in  our  naval 
architecture,  manifested,  as  it  is,  in  the  construction  of 
tl)e  humblest  craft  which  may  be  seen  skimming  over 
our  bay,  as  well  as  the  massive  vessels  which  carry  Ihe 
reputation  of  Iheir construction  into  dialant  seas.  Truly 
can  be  applied  to  them  the  remark,  Ihal,  under  their 
hands,  the  rudest  maleiiili  soon  "  assume  the  likeness  of 
an  animated  being,  and,  with  swelling  plumage,  rise  be- 
fore us."  How  necessary  is  it  to  have  our  national  ata- 
lions  so  arranged  that  we  may  command  Ihe  service*  of 
the  first  artisan*  in  Ihe  proper  execution  of  the  work  of 
the  Government.  I  now  ask  the  consideration  of  the 
question  of  accesaibillly.  That  Ihe  ingress  and  egress 
of  vcsmIi  should  be  CMyi  tlwrt  can  be  no  doubi.    One 


of  the  ohjection*  to  New  York  baa  been  rcmoTM)  by  tke 
recent  aurveys  made  of  the  entrance  by  Sandy  Ha«k. 
The  examination*  made  byLieatewint  Gedney,  eagwed 
in  the  const  survey,  have  proved  that  a  (Aoimel  eusta 
which  will  permit  a  vesael  of  the  largest  ehm,  without 
difficulty,  to  approach  Ihe  city.  The  nap*  of  thia  nir- 
vey  I  have  examined,  and  I  cannot  bnt  bear  teatimoaj 
in  favor  of  the  industry  and  skill  which  have  oonliibulcd 
to  result!  so  valuable  to  Ihe  commenual  and  niMtxf 

Let  us  now  exasitne  the  amonnt  of  your  marine  force. 
What  is  Ihe  condition  and  number  of  your  vesselaf  Al- 
though our  comnierce  cover*  every  sea,  and  we  tazik  ai 
the  second  commercial  nation,  we  find  that  we  ean  be 
considered  but**  eighth  in  regard lofbrce.  Kroiaalistin 
Nilet'*  Register  of  the  naval  force  of  the  different  Powers, 
I  give  the  following  statement  of  Ihe  number  of  their 


Great  Britun, 

Sweden  and  Norwayi 

Olloman  Empire,     - 
Holland, 


746 


All  of  these  Goveramenti,  with  Ibe  exception  of  Eng- 
land, have  nothing  like  the  Interest  afloat  that  we  have; 
and  yet,  with  a  most  extended  maritime  frontier,  stretch- 
ing upwards  of  three  thousand  miles,  with  a  hundred 
thousand  teamen  engaged  in  our  marine,  with  hun- 
dreds of  vessels  and  miilions  of  property  ezpoeed,  we 
have  a  fbrce  inferior  to  any  of  the  Powers  named  above. 
What  force  have  we  in  the  Uediterranean,  Pacific, 
West  Indies,  Bratil,  East  Indies,  and  on  your  coast, 
at  each  one  of  which  points  a  force  ought  to  be  Ua- 
tioned/  Four  frigates  and  fourteen  sloops  of  war.  No 
one  will  he  n*h  enough  lo  declare  this  to  be  sulG- 
clenl  to  give  any  protection  lo  the  properly  and  the 
lives  of  your  fellow-citiiens.  While  we  have  greater 
interests  at  stake  than  moat  nations,  the  policy  of  nlost 
of  them  h»a  been  direeled  continually  lo  promotiag  the 
advancement  of  their  reapeotive  navies.  It  may  not  be 
without  advantage  to  refer  to  the  policy  of  France,  with 
a  view  of  disclosing  to  Ibis  oommttleethe  anxiety  of  that 
nation  to  obtain  a  naval  power.  Every  measure  calcu- 
lated lo  foster  the  whale  fisheries  and  cod  fishciica  baa 
been  adopted.  Premium*  have  been  gi^en  to  those  en- 
gaged in  thoae  blanches.  The  otyect  la  to  give  her  the 
mean*  of  supplying  her  military  marine  with  men.  She 
has  her  conscription  listi^  on  which  all  engaged  in  sea 
life  are  enrolled.  By  an  ordinance  of  Louis  XVI,  in  t7S4| 
all  young  men  who  were  IS  ycartofage,  and  had  served 
one  year  at  ieamen,  were  enrolled.  The  law  is  still  in 
existence.  All  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  are  en- 
rolled. From  these  sources  the  Algerine  expedition 
was  fitted  out.  She  hsl  her  naval  schools,  her  inltilu- 
tions  for  instruction  in  naval  architecture,  her  schools  of 
practice  in  naval  gunnery.  In  one  word,  a  policy  ia  de- 
veloped, which  shows  the  ambition  of  France  ia  to  com- 
pete with  England  in  naval  mastery.  In  1834  Franeo 
asked  of  the  Chambers,  to  he  expended,  65,9W,0fN> 
franc*  (or  her  naval  establish  meet  s.  Whai  do  we  see 
in  England?  At  the  present  sesnon,  the  King,  in  bis 
address,  has  called  upon  Ihe  Common*  for  inereaaed 
ipplies  to  aiistain  the  navy,  so  as  to  give  protection  to 
e  increasing  commerce  of  the  country.  By  the  late 
arrivals,  we  learn,  by  a  statement  which  1  find  in  one  of 
our  public  journals,  (bat  "the  navy  estimates  were 
brought  fijrward,  which  led  to  some  discussion  relative 
'  ~  the  proposed  increase  of  the  marine  force,  as  alluded 
in  the  King's  speech.  The  total  excess  of  the  esti- 
DMle*  over  Iboie  of  the  tut  Ttu  ia  £3*6,0Q0,  whicb  bu 
uj  ...  :  l^iOOglC 
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«  ordiiuwj  or  yui  enft, 
incrMM  In  the  rote  o(  the  preient  Mfiion  it  £3S4,0O0, 
*i»d  the  number  of  new  bamta  S,000  raen,  knd  1,000 
bofti  OHtkinf  the  whole  of  the  lek  lerrioe  to  comiit  of 
33,r00  OMn,  9,000  mirinee,  and  3,000  bo^  EneUnd 
bMtmly  l«n  line-orbiUle  ihlpi  tflnt,  whitit  RiMwa  tni 
eighteen  in  the  Baitie,  and  bad  twenly-tbree  more  at  the 
review  at  Cmnitadl,  iDdcpendent  of  nigatef,  imall  crftfl, 
Mid  anned  ■teantera." 

Theaeitatementiwillahow  what  ansiely  la  inaDifctted 
in  relation  to  thia  aubjeol  on  tbe  other  aide  «f  the  Atlan- 
tic, end  atwuld  prompt  lu  to  look  to  the  Mate  of  our 
navy.  We  ought  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  protection 
of  our  commerce.  It  hei  already  beeo  the  ea^  prej  of 
Mferal  nttioiu,  from  whom  for  year*  we  were  oompelied 
toappiv  for  indemnification j  andare  we  willing  to  allow 
tbeae  depped^lioni  to  be  repeated?  Look  alone  at  tbe 
wbale  Bsberica  in  the  South  aeaa,  thoae  nuTaetiea  upon 
wbicb  we  muit  depend  for  our  men  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
Lait  jear  it  wa*  cKimated  tbit  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
tht«e  reaaeli  w«rff  in  thr^  ■*■■>  thai  ninA  thnaia«iu1  nmwT- 


«li  wereinthoee  ai 


It  that  Di 


galDT*  were  afloat  in  that  region.  Ought  not  ample  foi 
1o  protect  and  give  relief  to  tbeae  intrepid  men  to 


afforded  r 


ment  of  forty-two 
>■  tallowi: 

"  One  might  be  employed  in  tbe  Uediterra>eam  and 
attend  to  our  interMta  on  the  weet  coaita  of  Spun  and 
Portugal,  and  MUthward  to  the  WHtern  caaat  of  Mo- 
rocco and  Hadein. 

"One  in  the  Indian  ooeeei  to  nait,  MaeMdTcljr,  tbe 
moat  importavt  eonnercial  point!  eait  of  tbe  Cape  of 
Good  B9pt,  to  Chlntt  than  to  eroea  tbe  FaeiBc,  riiit  tbe 
nortbcrn  whaling  lUtkin*  and  iaitodti  craite  tome  tine 
upon. the  WM  coaat  of  Americe,  and  return  by  way  of 
Cape  Horn,  tbe  ooaat  of  Bnaiil,  awl  the  windward  Weat 
India  Mlaad*. 

"  One  in  tbe  Pacifte  oeceot  to  attend  to  our  inlcretla 


coaat  of  Amerkai  keeping  d 
ir  the  Sandwich  and  other  id 


•no.  in  aueccMon,  croM  tbe  PaoiBc,  Tinting 

and  (outhem  whaling  at»liana,.Ch'uia,  and< 

mereial  place«i  and  return,  by  tbe  way  of  tbe  Cape  of 
Oood  Hope,  to  the  United  Statea. 

"  A  aqu»dron  upon  the  coaat  of  Braill,  or  eaat  coaet 
of  South  Ameriea,  might  be  charged  with  attention  to 
our  intereata  on  the  whole  of  that  comi,  and  upon  the 
north  coaat,  ao  far  aa  to  inolode  the  Oronoco.  Ir  a  ahip 
of  the  line  abould  be  enployed  on  tbia  atalion,  it  might 
be  oecariowdly  tent  round  to  the  Padfio> 

"A  aquadron  in  tbe  Weat  Indiea  and  Gulf  of  Heiioo 
will  be  tieecMary  for,  and  may  he  obargod  with,  atten- 
._  .!._  ...|^  ^f  ^^^  cowmenw  anwn^  the 

d  aloi^f  tbe  eout  of  South  America, 
iruui  uic  urvBUGv  niund  to  ibo  Ottif  of  Hexico. 

"A  amall  eoMt  aquadron  upon  our  Atltittic  coaat 
might  be  very  advantuooualy  empkiyed  in  makii^  our 
offloer*  familiarly  and  thoroughly  aequalnted  with  all 
our  porta  and  barbon,  wb'ioh  would  be  rery  oaeful  in  a 
atate  of  war.  The  reaMl*  would  alao  be  ready  for  any 
nnexpeeted  aerriee,  either  to  Innamit  inforinttion  or 
orderai  to  re-enforce  other  HpiadrofM,  or  to  riait  our 
EaMem  fiaherie*.  Be«dea  thia  eniiainr  Airce,  it  ia  rec- 
ommended ibat  a  riiip  of  tbe  line  be  kept  in  a  Mate  of 
readinem  foe  aerric*,  men  eaeepted,  at  Boaion,  New 
Tork,  and  NerMk,  and  nted  a«  i«ceiflng-tbtpa  for  the 
reeruil^  aa  they  are  ooHected.  Thia  would  give  tbe 
VMana  of  rumiahing  a  comidenble  increaae  of  force, 
Fith  a  very  amall  addition  to  the  current  ezpenae." 

Whatmer  twwIi  we  bar*  ought  to  be  put  afloat,  and  ' 


of  placiiw  them  in  a  aituatfon  whicb  will  peroU  them  to 
be  uaeliit.  It  ia  time  that  additional  rank  be  giren  to 
your  officers.  It  ia  due  to  their  valori  it  ia  due  to  Iheae 
who  haTe  gained  laurel*  for  Ihemaelvet  and  the  CDUDtry. 


depot*  at  home,  and  yon  will  give  them  aufficlent  em> 

Eloyment.     In  one  branch  they  might  be  of  ineakula- 
le  advantagei  uaeful  tbey  might  be  in  eruiaing  off  and 


many  parti,  and  particularly  at  inclem- 
ent M«Kini  of  the  year.  Theae  rery  retaelt  might  af- 
ford good  aehool*  of  practice  for  your  oSoera.  Batab- 
liah  your  ohscrratory,  and  your  nMlonal  fouodnr  for  catt- 
ing your  cannon.  Cany  out  theae  plaa%  and  you  wilt 
ba*e  a  mtem  calculated  to  gire  efficienqr  and  promote 
the  wclrare  of  a  branch  of  aerriee  eminently  calculated 
to  be  uaeful  to  the  country. 

We  do  not  want  a  nary  like  that  of  any  of  tbe  great 
European  Power*,  but  we  want  a  marine  force  aufficient 
for  the  purpo*e  of  carrying  out  tbe  original  object  of 
the  aytlem.  We  want  a  force  niffldent  to  give  proteft- 
tion  to  our  immenae  comiaeree,estending  Itaelf  into  cTcn 
aeag  we  went  a  fot«e  togiTC  respect  toour  country  abroad, 
and  to  form  the  b*M  of  a  power  wbleb,  in  the  boar  of 
diiBculty,  willbeniBicient  to  aMCrt  tbe  honor  and  main- 
lain  the  character  of  the  country. 

Tbe  proaecut'ion<tf*acha^Me«ofdeliMe<riU  require 
*  large  expenditure  of  public  monqr.  Wb«n  I  hear  of 
propoaition*  for  the  dittribulton  of  tbe  lurplu*  rowmae. 
I  cannot  but  believe  Ibat  gentlemen  are  net  aware  of  tbe 
immente  demand*  whicfa  arc  natofally  to  be  made  upon 
our  Treaaury  for  the  purpotea  of  a  national  ehamater. 
and  which  will  be  admitteo  by  a  laifc  oi^oiltv  to  be  »e- 
eeMary.  On  examination  of  the  eatiiaatca  of  tbe  engv 
naer  bureau,  1  find  that  upward*  of  thiKy  mlHiona  are 
deemed  necemary  for  fortifioation*.  By  tho  ordaaao* 
department  thirty  millioni  more  ore  eatiroated.  For  tbe 
navy  forty  milliooa  have  been  cakulsied.  That  theae 
aum*  have  been  tanetioned  by  the  Executive  I  do  not 
pretend  to  aver.  They  have  not  been  ao  aanctioned. 
Thi*  mm  of  upward*  la  one  hundred  miQioo*  will  give 
gentleoMa  who  ere  ao  anxioua  to  divide,  became,  a* 
Ibey  intift,  we  hare  no  oae  for  our  taoney,  aome  idea  of 
the  amount  deemed  by  thoae  wbo  are  eoavenatH  with 
these  mattera,  which  nuy  be  required  for  ourdefene*. 
In  addition  to  these  eatimate%  we  have  upon  our  tables 
aome  seventy  bills  (out  of  several  hunidred)  containing 
appropriaUoiM  for  twenty-seven  millloM  of  dollan, 
Provisumiaalao  to  be  made  for  upward*  of  aevenmilUoM 
for  Indian  treaties.  When  a  survey  of  theae  probable 
requitition*  ia  made,  and  a  thought  m  given  to  the  priA- 
nble  millioaa  in  variou*  abapes,  for  your  war  in  Ftorida, 
lor  private  claims,  retaru  of  duties,  and  varioo*  other 
itema  which  will  be  **ked  from  tbe  Oavemment,  I  am 
diqwsed  to  believe  that  there  will  not  be  this  great  anx- 
iety to  divide  tbe  money  we  now  have  on  hand.  It 
would  not  be  tbe  act  of  prudent  men.  II  could  not  be 
approved  at  an  act  irf  wise  statesmen.  I  am  aware  that 
objectioM  ere  tmiaed  against  this  system  nf  defenoe,  which 
the  administration  propose*  to  execute.  II  i*  deemed  by 
some  a  uselee*  expenditure.  When  yon  refer  to  the  ter- 
rible reeults  which  awaited  the  country  from  it*  exposMl 
and  defencelemcondiUon  at  the  b)t  war,  the  reply  isglven 
that  our  ninalion  ■*  material^  altered  as  to  re*ouree«, 
and  that  we  do  not  Btand  in  need  of  tbcot.  Endorsed  a* 
the  ayatcm  is  by  the  President  and  the  Seorwtsry  of  War, 
and  by  the  reportaof  those  well  versed  in  theae  subjroia, 
and  whose  opinions  are  of  value,  I  might  refer  to  that 
&at  for  an  answer.  Tet,  sir,  although  we  have  no  fean 
that  an  invading  enemy  could  make  a  lodgement  perma- 
nent^ in  our  couotryi  allhoogfa  we  are  satiiAed  that  tii — 
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■  bellw 


thkl  tbe  tide  of  populition  hu  been  iwellinK  ind  pi 
inK  in  upon  pointi  »t  thmt  time  uodiiturbedlif  tbe  I 


If  populitlon  hu  been  iwellii 
,  ,  ointi  »t  thmt  time  uodiiturbed  br 
ofciTiliutioni  ttul,bj  meftntof our  eaiuli  and r 
we  Iwve  increi«ed  our  mom  of  tnniporting  troopi  aad 
concentrating  Torcetit  mj  point  within  ft  thoktimeiitiU 
it  beoomei  ui  not  to  rehiae  to  pnaecDle  k  lyiteai  of  for- 
tifintiona  wfaicb,  in  tbe  prnent  tttte  of  tbe  leience  or 
wir,  it  required  to  protect  the  lifef  (rf'yoiireitiientwben 
-"-^ '-'o  ieiriee,  •nd  to  defend  tout  hMiiei  from  de- 


e  next  informed  iliat  the  empIcTmcnt  of  the 
m  workiMBD  could  be  but  for  •  portkm  of  time) 
■nd  on  tbe  ceiMlion  oT  their  period  of  emplc^meDt  we 
nighL  pattienlarlr  in  tlM  North,  be  tabjected  to  terrific 
trifli  IB  eoawqueDoe  of  thew  pcrMM  being  throwo  out 
of  bwine«a.  Tamult  and  dinner  mhtt  be  our  portion. 
Such  fe*n  are  entirely  I>aaeleN. 

The  excited  inapnationof  a  few  weak  niiadi,  and  the 
prejudicei  of  othen,  hare  given  riie  to  tba  outcry  of  a 
Tiang  of  the  working  daaaea,  ruihing  with  demoniac 
fury  upon  the  aettled  initllutiooa  of  tbe  country)  orer- 
tamii^  CTCty  weltwttled  order,  and  on  the  mint  of  lo- 
ciety  r«arin|;  the  atandard  of  deatntction  and  anarchy. 
Tliey  Itold  rorth  to  at  the  terror*  of  agrarian  law.  From 
vbom  are  theie'atlaeka  to  be  MadeF  By  wiMm  are  theae 
ioaraenae  engines,  wlucb  are  to  orertum  aociety  from  iti 
deepeat  foundation,  to  be  workedr  By  our  labwing 
rlawri  f  Let  me  inform  thoae  by  whom  theie  renurkt 
are  made,  that  they  of  whom  they  apeak  IwTe  too  deep 
an  intereal  in  tbe  proaperity  of  tne  country  to  aeek  to 
iiyure  ita  character.  Amongit  tbem  is  alwaya  to  be  found 
tliat  patriotiam  which  lee*  tbe  proapcrilv  of  tbe  whole 
country  intimately  connected  with  individual  proiperity. 
Amongtt  them  it  found  that  ever^biding  love  ofliberly, 
that  devotion  lothe  inatitution*  of  tlie  country,  that  apirit 
wbioh  hoMi  an  obedicuce  to  the  lawa  tbe  firat  duty  of 
a  freemani  in  a  word,  all  tboae  qualitiea  which  unite  the 
menbera  ol  aociety,  and  gire  to  it  iti  atrengtb  and  pro- 
UMtea  ita  harmonioua  action.  Tell  me  not  ^  the  annihi- 
lation of  Oovemmeut*  by  the  inBuence  of  luch  men. 
Tell  me  not  of  Rome  destroyed  by  the  reclpienti  of  the 
hmoua  agnriin  law.  Look  back  along  tbe  line  of  lime, 
at  every  dep  of  which  monumenta  of  empirea  fallen  are 
before  you,  and  where  truth  throws  the  light  of  her 
eternal  limp  amidat  the  tombi  of  these  desolated  worlds 
and  inqiure  whether  it  wa*  by  tbe  hands  of  the  humble 
theae  mighty  fibrici  were  destroyed.  Shall  I  here  aum- 
mon  the  patrician  Catiline,  anxious  for  revolution,  and 
jeaioua  of  the  advancement  of  the  aon  of  the  bumble 
ritisen  of  Arpinum  ta  the  consulate/  Let  Rome,  even 
at  the  days  of  the  Oracchi,  come  forth  and  answer. 
When  did  her  liberty  depanf  Waa  it  not  lost  when  the 
patrieiaQ  bad  trampled  tbe  plebeian  power  under  foot; 
when  tbe  great  masa  was  deprived  of  its  influence!  Yes, 
■iri  then  wai  crushed  tbe  giant  power  of  the  city.  To 
ui^  however,  thoae  periods  hold  forth  no  example.  We 
live  in  difTerent  times.  We  live  in  a  country  where  the 
Inlareat  of  every  man  is  linked  with  tbe  inHitutions  under 
which  he  lives)  and  the  feari  which  are  generated  on 
thia  point  must  ariae  in  only  the  minds  of  those  who  are 
ignonnl  of  the  slate  of  our  society,  and  the  lolid  and 
aubstantial  elements  of  which  it  is  composed. 

It  is  inaisted  that  these  ezpendjturea,  if  made,  should 
be  made  out  of  the  revenue*  ariaing  out  of  years  to 
comet  that  along  time  will  be  required  lo  carry  out  theae 
project^  and  we  ought  to  calculate  on  our  revenue*  to 
de^y  the  expense*  of  Ihese  undertakings.  Why  ought 
we  to  depend  upon  the  future*  We  have  on  hand  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  fund* — not  a  aurptua  over'  and  above  all 
thg  appropriatloni  necesiary  to  carry  on  the  Oovern- 
ment,  *«  bat  been  repreaenied,  but  a  sum  of  thirty-onc 


seen  rushing  from  your  mountsins  to  the 
ocean  WooM  continue  throughout  a  burning  tammer,  aa 
to  expect  that  theae  ttreamt  of  wealth  will  continue  to 
overflow  your  Trettuir.  Vrmn  whence  do  we  derive 
our  revenue?  Chiefly  from  tbe  sale  of  the  public  lands 
and  cuitoms.  The  amount  derived  from  tlm  late  *lea 
of  the  public  domain  hu  been  entirely  unprecedented. 
On  reference  to  the  sales  which  have  been  made  for  the 


lul  twenty  veara,  it  will  he  aeea  that  the  amount  reeeir- 
ed  during  the  lut  year  hr  outatiipi 
any  tingle  year  of  that  period.    Ilii 


year  hr  outatrips  by  many  million^ 
„  „  .  _  thatperiod.  tliere  have  been  pointa 
of  lime  at  which  great  talet  bave  been  madet  but,  never- 
theleH,  the  last  jtn  it  immeaaely  beyond  tbem.  We 
have  aeen  tbe  receipls  of  IBM,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
lour  millions,  suddenly  rising,  in  1S35,  to  near  fifteen 
milliont.  Can  this  state  of  things  continue.'  Have  we 
not  reason  to  tuppoae  that  theae  purchisea  are  entirehr 
in  advance  of  the  natural  inereate  of  populition — in  ad- 
vance of  immigration  into  tbe  new  seetions  of  the  country? 
Have  we  not  a  right  to  calculate  that  the  apirit  of  apeen- 
lation  to  orhieh  we  miy  attribule  this  demand  will  aooo 
have  lost  its  vigor  and  expended  lit  influcneef  Tbe  bte 
returns  show  a  falling  olT.  Test  *ir,  tbe  gentleman  from 
Tennettee  faimaelf  admiit  that  we  have  reaaon  to  oaleu- 
late  on  a  biting  off  of  the  revenue  on  thia  pdnt.  Next 
turn  to  your  custom^  upon  which  you  have  mainly  de- 
pended. Under  your  preaenl  lariff  regulations,  reduc- 
tions at  stated  periods  must  he  made)  and  in  IMS  it  it 
estimated  that  the  revenue  to  be  obtained  from  thia  quat>- 
ter  will  not  exoeed  nine  millions.  I  am  aware  that  it  ia 
difficult  lo  make  any  caloulationt  on  the  revenues  of  a 
'—  like  thia.  Its  rapidly  increasing  populatioi 


a  daily  extendini 


I,  wkh 


ecture.     1 


nr  wants,  baffle*  every  coniecturt 
am  mtisSed  that  the  Slates,  In  aurrendering  theae  hindt, 
never  contemplated  a  return  of  the  proceeda  lo  their 
SUte  tf«asuriea.  New  York,  firal  sa  the  wu  to  make  the 
surrender  of  her  domain  fiir  the  general  wellire  and 
union  of  the  SUtet,  would  be  the  hit  lo  receive  a  por- 
tion of  thete  proceeds  while  great  nationa)  objects  de- 
manded lit  outlay.  If  l>)e  revenues  of  the  country  are 
beyond  your  requirement^  it  is  tyrannical  to  draw  vaaitef 
from  your  citlzent  merely  to  divide  it  agun.  There  can 
be  no  l^alition  to  tacred  as  lo  continue  a  tyttem  of 
raiting  money  unneeeasarily.  If  you  collect  an  amount 
of  money  bevond  your  wsnli^  revise  the  regulations  by 
which  you  indirectly  ruse  from  the  people  your  revenues. 
The  remedy  is  plain  and  practicable. 

We  bave  been  told  at  one  time  that  tbe  treasure  of  the 
people  is  now  used  far  tbe  purpnaea  of  corruption)  at 
another,  the  insolvency  of  all  tbe  inatitutiana  in  wtiA 
public  money  it  deponted  ia  proclaimed.  Tlie  ciy  of 
«HTuption  is  beard  from  one  end  of  the  eouniiy  lo  the 
other.  They  arraign  tbe  Executive  in  relation  to  tbe 
public  money.  With  Congress  lies  tbe  respoMibiTrtyi 
and  if  gentlemen  are  detiroui  to  revaove  the  dilBcoltiea 
which  Oiey  see,  in  leaviiw  the  power  in  the  hand*  <rf  the 
Executive,  let  them  assul  us  to  carry  oi<»  <>»  am^mm 


disturb  the  country  in  its  Snandal  ailuatioo.     An  exdte> 
men!  it  attempted  lo  be  raiaed. 

Are  we  to  litlen  once  more  lo  prophetic  wanuncaf 
Are  we  to  bave  the  country  alarmed  on  the  safety  of  Ibe 
public  moneys,  when  Ibe  reports  of  the  officer  el  Ibe 
head  of  the  Treasury  show  them  to  be  guarded,  ao  br 
at  dependa  on  him,  by  every  security  it  ia  possible  for 
prudence  lo  insist  upon?  I  hope  we  arc  not  to  htvc  the 
panic  scenes  restored.  But  two  years  since  tbe  ccsiiMrj 
wat  about  to  expire    l>om  exhaustion— now  uotUac 
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will  ^ra  it  but  depletion.  Why  »re  tbett  meuii  pot 
tnto  operation?  Wb^  ii  an  >.\um  to  be  lounded  rrom 
point  to  point?  Why,  ■midit  ■  icene  of  unireiwd  proi- 
perily,  ii  tbe  ertih  of  our  connierciil  credit,  and  ruin  of 
Mir  induitrioui  citizen^  to  be  at  landl  The  gentlemen 
bring  to  my  mittd  the  alluiion  vtiich  b»i  been  beretoforc 
made  in  a  different  place,  and  on  a  difTerent  oceaiion, 
by  a  distinjtuiahed  itatetnun,  to  the  giant  in  tbe  Arabian 
Jligbti.  When  the  aeal  of  the  oaaket  in  shich  tbe  giant 
waa  impriaoned  «a>  remoTcd,  he  roee  in  coloual  itature 
before  the  aitoniihed  beholder,  but  in  a  ttw  roomcnta 
dwindled  down  into  his  original  uze.  It  «a«  again  leal- 
ed  up,  and  thrown  into  the  tea.  Some  two  yeari  lince 
the  panic  rote  before  lu,  itriUng  for  a  lime  terror  into 
the  ninda  of  the  linid,  but  mxid  auok  into  id  original 
littleneM.  It  wai  »gt.ia  enoued,  and  the  eaaket  thrown, 
Bi  we  bcliefed,  into  the  *ea  of  obUvion.     We  are  diap. 

E Dinted.  It  now  appeara  that  aane  of  iu  good  friendi 
»e  raked  it  up,  and  intend  to  make  it  perform  ita  part 
once  more  before  this  community.  I  did  tuppoae  that 
experience  would  baie  conTinced  them  that  they  can- 
not Mcceufully  altempt  lo  awe  thU  people  by  Mich 
meanii  that  tbe  machinery  by  which  theae  excitement* 
hare  been  railed  cannot  be  ooneeiled  from  pubLe  ob- 


Ifader  we  bare  made  our  renilar appropriation!,  and 
dUchar^ed  the  demand*  whkii  are  justly  cbarnable 
Bgainn  u*,  the  duty  whioh  we  owe  lo  protect  our  ullaw< 
ciliaena  from  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage,  the  prudence 
which,  a»  (tateimen,  diclatei  preparaoon  for  war  in  a 
■Ule  of  peace,  and  the  injunctiona  iinpoMd  upon  ua  by 
ttie  conMitutioD  to  diipoie  of  the  revenue*  of  tbe  coun. 
try,  *o  that  we  may  promote  the  common  defenoe  of  the 
country,  will  all  be  fulfilled  by  punuing  the  policy  now 
propo*ed  to  o*  by  the  adtniniitration.  The  oppoiite  po|. 
■ey  ia  calculated  to  diHurb  the  frame  and  ipirit  of  our 
Oorernment,  to  conaotidale  power  in  one  centret  to  cor- 
rupt our  tegislationi  to  diiturb  our  financial  coocemt,. 
and  to  entail  upon  u*  a  lytlem  of  indirect  taxation. 
Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  here,  I  am  laiiiflcd 
without  thew  walb  a  targe  portion  of  our  eonilituenta 
would  never  iolicit  a  diitribution  *o  long  a*  Itie  country 
remain*  In  it*  preient  unprotected  character.  Never,  dr, 
while  you  have  not  armoriei,  aDCoala,  and  fortificstiomt 
white  your  navy  ii  wholly  Inadequate  lo  the  proteciion 
of  your  commerce — your  relative*  and  frienda  cxpoted 
to  ihe  maaiacre  of  a  hoatlle  and  baibaroo*  foe. 

1  cannot  admit  the  argument  that  the  prosperity  of  tbe 
State*  must  depend  on  tlie  divuiion  ol  money  to  be  made 
here.  I  cannot  content  to  lee  tbe  Slates  reduced  to  lbs 
oondilion  of  suppliant*  at  the  door  of  Congrei*.  The 
prosperily  of  these  immense  sovereigntie*  depends  upon 
themselves.  I  turn  In  the  East  and  lo  (be  North,  and 
listen  to  the  sound  of  Ibeir  thouaand  looms,  and  see  the 
awelling  cinvasa  of  their  *e**els  covering  ever?  sea.  I 
turn  to  the  South  and  West,  and  behold  their  luxuriant 
fields  yielding  their  rich  return*  lo  the  husbandman. 
At  every  point  I  observe  tbe  energy,  aclivily,  and 
industry  of  my  countrymen,  developing  the  resources  of 
their  seversl  SUtesi  and  feel  tatisSed  that  upon  these 
meant  the  State*  must  depend  lo  sustain  them  in  a 
career  which  defles  calculation.  They  will  not  itop  lo 
ask  alms  of  the  General  Govemmentt  they  will  not  be 
mora  avaricious  than  a  Roman  populace.  Tes,  sir,  the 
overflowi^ig  granaries  of  the  imperial  city  fumidi  ui  with 
a  vahuble  lesson.  The  people  of  that  cily,  when  Ibe 
auggestion  wa*  made  to  tbcmj  to  divide  tlie  revenue* 


■riainK  from  the  sale  of  the  surphia  corn,  indignantly  re- 
jecledihe  proposition.     .'""  ""  ' 
r  of  this  character? 


LTip  Uiem 


II  baa  been  declared  upon  Ibis  floor  that  we  are  rapidly 
approaobing  an  Important  crisiii  and  we  can  be  saved 
•lone  by  the  exertion*  of  two  diMioguIttacd  form*  which 
Vot.  XII.— Sir 


have  for  yeara  p**t  appeared  before  tbe  country.  We 
are  hurried  on  m  a  course  which  leads  to  a  yawning  gulfi 
and  lo  these  two  lights  of  the  tffe  must  we  took  for  as- 
sistance. We  are  called  upon  to  follow  the  light  of  Ihe 
twin  Stan  which  now  are  seen  slilning  together,  and  wbo 
nsver  could  have  presented  a  bvorable  omen  except 
when  sepirated,  particularly  lo  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Tbokmos,]  and  those  who  navigate  with 
the  lame  guide  tbe  boisterous  sea  of  politics.  1  leave 
to  him  the  task  of  explaining  the  change  of  opinion 
which  can  induce  men  lo  see  in  Ibe  present  oonjunotioa 
these  favorable  auspices)  in  the  union  of  men  widely 
differing  in  policy,  one  pursuing  a  course  in  which  Ihe 
other  saw  the  annihilation  of  the  hsppines*  and  pros- 
perity of  Ihe  country.  [  wish  to  learn  by  wlMt  mighty 
magic  these  laborers  are  now  to  be  united  for  tbe  com- 
mon good  of  the  whole  country.  Why  this  wonderful 
co-operation  with  the  same  view'  For  myself,  I  cannot 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  that  tbe  country  must  depend 
for  it*  wfety  upon  the  adoption  of  tbe  project  of  either 
the  one  or  tbe  other.  I  an  aware  that  the  idea  of  diiirib- 
uting  millions  amongst  Ihe  Statea  is  industriously  circu- 
lated. I  am  aware  that  the  people  of  this  country  ar« 
appealed  to  by  every  oonsidetalion  of  pecuniary  intercat, 
with  a  view  of  arouaing  their  feeling*  in  favor  of  Ihe  di- 
viaion  of  the  revenue*  of  the  country  )Mid  that  one  polit- 
ical party  it  anxiously  striving  to  obtain  power,  by  pre- 
•enling  Ihi*  issue  to  tbe  community.  It  is  but  tbe  rep- 
elilion  of  the  means  alwayt  resorted  to  by  one  of  oui 
great  political  division*.  From  Ibe  earliest  formation  of 
liie  Government  dawn  to  the  present  dsy,  one  aectkm 
ha*  endeavored  to  rally  the  people  under  itt  tnnner,  by 
appeals  to  their  interest,  the  other  by  appeal*  lo  their 
patriolismt  and  lei  me  assure  those  who  now  hope  to 
rrasp  the  sceptre  of  power,  that  they  will  never  succeed 
in  their  effort*  by  the  means  which  they  now  employ. 
The  people  of  this  country  will  never  consent  to  make 
the  General  Government  the  grand  reservoir  into  which 
the  public  treasure  muil  flow,  thence  to  be  poured  into 
the  several  States.  It  was  never  rormcd  for  such  pur. 
pose  I  it  never  could  have  been  intended  lo  coUecl  more 
revenue  than  would  carry  on  the  operations  uf  your 
Government.  When  the  people  are  bound  lo  the  Union 
by  no  other  ligament  than  ihal  of  interest,  by  the  amount 
of  public  revenue  derived  from  the  general  Treasury,  a 
period  of  corruption  will  be  at  hanJ,  which  roust  be  the 
precursor  of  Ihe  annihilation  of  republican  principles, 
and  tbe  closing  of  one  of  the  moil  brillisot  era*  which 
has  illumioaled  Ibe  history  of  mankind. 

Time  a*  well  as  means  will  be  required  foi  the  task 
which  we  propose  lo  execute.  France  required  &Hj 
years  to  fortify  her  territory.  Although  our  system 
wil<  not  demand  any  portion  of  time  like  this,  ttilj 
year*  will  be  necessary  to  aceomplish  our  objects. 
The  dinger  which  we  have  passed  should  leach  us  tq 
prepare  for  the  future.  We  ought  to  seize  upon  the  op- 
portunity DOW  offered  to  us.  It  ia  when  we  have  time 
and  money  tliat  we  should  be  preparing  our  panoply  of 
defence.  It  is  not  when  Ihe  enemy  msy  be  at  our  Capi- 
tol that  we  should  be  arming.  It  it  not  when  the  sky  it 
lowering,  perhaps  when  the  hurricane  it  sweeping  over 
the  land,  ttiat  we  should  be  preparing  lo  retiit  its  terri- 
ble and  desolating  efTecIs,  It  is  in  vain  thai  we  pursue 
a  policy  ts  a  nation  not  calculated  lo  interfere  wilh  Ibe 
other  nitiont  of  the  world.  The  ambition  and  the  in- 
lercsts  of  the  rulers  have  left  these  lesson*  upon  the 
page  of  history,  and  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  us. 
Our  advancing  power  daily  add*  lo  our  exposure-  Not 
only  near  at  liand,  but  at  tbe  distance,  we  can  gather 
lign*  which  ought  to  excite  our  attention.  It  ha*  been 
remarked  that  the  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when  we 
msy  witness  a  struggle  between  Ihe  liberal  and  despotic 
nalion*  of  the  old  world.     At  thi*  very  moment  in  every 
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European  GoTemment  the  legtoni  or  po<rer  m*;  b«  nid 
10  be  under  irmi.  If  the  itruggle  ihould  tike  place, 
the  war  will  not  only  be  a  war  of  opinion  belween  Ihe 
aereral  Slatei,  but  one  burning  forth  in  every  empire. 
It  will  be  Ihe  contest  of  the  many,  conicioui  of  their 
lighlB,  and  warring  In  the  majeaty  of  thote  ri^laapinat 
dcapotiim  armed,  aa  it  alwaya  ia,  with  gigantic  alrengtb. 
Not  only  will  it  be  a  war  between  Ihe  liberal  and  opprea- 
tive  GOTeramenti,  but  one  in  which  every  empire  will 
be  made  Ihe  theatre  on  which  rauat  be  dlapiayed  the 
development  of  principle!,  the  auccenful  operation  of 
which  have  been  before  Ihe  world  for  half  a  century. 
The  civilized  world  ii  conicioua  of  •  cbanre,  A  novel 
and  reiiallen  influence,  without  the  inngnia  of  imperial 
pomp,  without  the  paraphernalia  of  power,  ia  pervading 
the  earth.  Before  ita  triumphant  march  the  veiligea  of 
ancient  rule  are  effaced.     Systema  around  which  anti- 

Siity  had  thrown  ita  robe  of  aanctily,  and  defended  *i 
ey  bad  been  by  an  array  of  power,  all  yield  to  ila  aa- 
mull.  To  tliia  country  it  point!  fur  the  molt  brilliant  evi- 
denceiorits  Iriutuphi.  It  pointa  to  the  happincaiof  mil- 
lion*— Ihe  dignity  and  peace  of  the  land.  Does  it  become 
OB  to  expose  ourielvci  at  such  an  hour,  when  to  destroy 
the  example  which  is  here  must  be  the  anxious  wish  of 
those  who  are  oppoaed  to  the  principle*  on  which  our 
Government  is  fbunded?  Ougbt  we  not  to  place  oiir- 
•elve*  in  a  altuaiion  which  will  convince  the  world  that, 
whatever  contests  may  arise,  we  arc  prepared,  at  all 
times,  for  any  state  of  circunulancesi  that  we  are  readf 
to  defend  our  righta  and  lo  maintain  our  dignity  i  This 
can  alone  be  done  by  planng  Ihe  nation  in  a  proper 
•tate  of  defence.  For  one,  I  am  deairou*  that,  when- 
ever it  may  become  necessary  for  mycountry  to  dcaeend 
into  the  arena  of  nations,  it  stiall  not  be  the  unarmed 
and  naked  gladiator,  but  it  shall  be  "cuirasied  and  helm- 
ed," armed  at  every  point,  and  prepared  for  any  ilnig- 
gle. 

The  question  of  national  defence  i*  one  which  inter. 
esii  every  section.  The  appropriations  which  we  may 
make  cannot  be  conaidercd  as  local,  for  the  ahield  which 
the  Government  ought  to  present  must  protect  all.  The 
Buppi}' of  srmB  and  men  fur  our  inland  frontier  iaeoo- 
aidered  by  the  Atlantic  States  aa  important  lo  them  a* 
to  our  brethren  on  Ihe  borders.  The  navy  which  pro- 
tect* your  eommerce,  cover*  with  it*  power  not  only 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  seaboard,  but  of 
your  farmers  of  the  interior.  The  children  of  the  bold 
and  enterprising  West  well  know  that  the  barriers 
erected  on  your  coait  give  security  Id  industry.  They 
give  them  protection  from  inroad  and  desolition;  and 
hold  out  to  them  a  prospect  that,  while  the  storm  may 
be  raging  at  a  diatsnt  point,  a  calm  of  peace  will  be 
beaming  upon  ihero. 

On  a  propoaition  of  this  character,  I  atari  with  horror 
At  the  argument  deduced  from  geographical  situation. 
1  cannot  content  lo  tiew  approprialions  far  defence  as 
local.  It  i*  not  a  queation  m  whieh  one  lection  is  to  be 
arrayed  against  Ihe  otheri  that  leelingaare  lo  be  infused 
into  our  deli  be  ration  a,  calculated  to  sever  Ihe  bonds  of 
ftltachment.  What  neceaaity  can  there  be  to  appeal  Ic 
■ectional  interests?  Why  shall  we  draw  distinctions  be 
tween  the  Norih  and  the  Soulh,  the  East  and  the  West 
To  promote  the  security  of  our  inililutions,  lo  preterr< 
the  intrgri^y  of  the  Union,  should  he  the  liigllett  ambi 
tion  of  every  American  italesmjn.  And  iheie  results 
can  alone  be  accomplished  by  an  exercise  of  that  rever- 
ence for  tliat  Union,  which  gives  Iranquilhty  and  pras- 
perity  to  u*  at  home,  and  national  characler  abroad  j  by 
a  display  of  that  patriotism  which  cnsta  ita  view  beyond 
the  limits  of  a  Slate  or  section,  over  the  whole  confede- 
racy. I)y  the  annihilation  of'  ihoae  jealousies,  nurtured 
in  aeelional  feeling,  which,  if  permilied  to  flouriah,  must 
bhtt  Ihe  affections  of  one  [lari  of  ilic  nation  for  the 


other,  wc  can  alone  preserve  unimpaired  the  blood- 
bought  triumphs  oF  the  Revolution,  and  discharge  the 
debt  which  we  owe  lo  the  cause  of  popular  freedom. 

The  (jueation  of  defence  belongs  lo  the  whole  of  the 
.jnfederacy.  Upon  this  we  should  be  as  one  people. 
What  higher  duly  can  we  be  called  upon  to  perform, 
than  tu  prepare  defence*  for  a  country  unpolluted  by 
conquest!  What  more  responsible  trust  Gould  be  aa- 
led  to  u*  Iban  lo  secure  the  treasures  of  the  industry 
ofour  ciliiens,  and  to  give  to  the  nation  the  means  of 
su>t»ning  her  in  a  career  around  which  a  dazzling  efful- 
gence i*  beaming?  In  such  an  hour  we  ought  not  to 
descend  into  the  discussion  of  mere  sordid  considera- 
liands  is  the  great  experiment  of  free 
principles,  and  we  are  responsible  for  the  result.  The 
eye*  of  the  civilized  world  areupon  us.  The  conqueror  al 
the  pyramids  inimated  hia  legions  with  the  appeal  that, 
from  the  summit  of  those  stupendous  monuments,  age* 
witnesaed  the  slrugf;'*'  Ought  vc  not  to  consider  that 
at  the  base  of  the  mighty  pyramid  reared  by  your  fore- 
ftther*  upon  an  arid  watte  of  surrounding  despoliant; 
that  monument  intended  by  them  to  be  coeval  wiih  time 
Itself,  we  now  stand,  contending  for  nrincipirs  contain- 
ing the  happinesa  of  unborn  millions?  Let  u*  remem- 
ber that  we  are  engaged  in  a  contest  demanding  the  ei- 
ercise  of  every  energy,  if  we  dealre  to  preserve  thoae 
principles  unblemished,  and  in  their  original  integrilyi 
If  we  seek  to  secure  our  republic,  with  its  grandeur  un- 
broken, and  its  power  undiminished,  from  the  desolation 
continually  aweeping  over  the  empires  of  the  world.  _ 
When  Mr.  HcKEON  bad  concluded, 
Mr.  McCOMAS  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on  hi*  molton, 
the  committee  roae. 

The  bill  making  appropriation*  for  Ihe  naval  service 
of  the  United  3iate»  for  Ihe  year  1836,  returned  from 
the  Setute,  with  amendments,  was  taken  up,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  CAHBRELENG,  who  remarked  that,  as  ihe 
amendmeni*  contained  lome  original  propoaition^  it  waa 
nene*«ary  that  they  ahould  be  committed. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  ordered  lo  be  print- 
ed, and,  with  the  bill,  were  referred  lo  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afl'aira. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

FainiT,  ArxiLSg. 
The  Hon.  I'Hoai*  T.  WaiTTLiBit,  of  Connecticut, 


fied,  and  took  hi*  aeat, 

Mr.  KtNTSHAN  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  lo 
submit  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Retohxd  6y  the  Sennit  aad  JHmite  of  Jhpreitntaliva  of 
tht  IMiUd  SlaUt  of  Jmerita  in  Congrtn  antmbUd,  Th\K 
the  Secretacy  of  War  be  instructed  to  cause  tu  be  issued 
ration*  lo  such  uifTering  families  ta  are  destilule  of  pre- 
vision*, who  have  been  driven  by  the  casualties  of  war 
within  the  limits  of  Ihe  United  State*  from  the  province 
of  Texas,  and  whoarereroiining  upon  the  border*  there- 
of, where,  in  hia  opinion,  he  may  think  it  prudent  and 
necessary  to  prevenlaald  ^mitie*  from  absolute  auffering. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  to 
*u*pend  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  res- 
olution, with  *  view  lo  having  it  laid  on  the  table  and 
printei^  intending  to  call  it  up  next  week. 

Mr.  UIPLEV  asked  for  the  )'e**  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion lo  tuapend  Ihe  rule*i  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  lo  *u*pei^  the  rulca  was  then  negatived, 
without  a  count. 

Ur.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  unaninioui 
consent  of  Ihe  House  (o  submit  the  following  reaolulion: 

BtteUtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AITair*  be 
initntcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety 
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or  tbii  Gorcrnment  «ckao«ledgin|^  Mid  recogniiing  the 
indepeD<]ei)C«  of  Tezu. 

Objection  bein;  aoAe,  Ur.  WILLIAMS  moTcd  ta  suc 
pend  (he  rule  for  [he  purpote  oT  offering  the  rewlutii 
vhich  wu  ncgitived. 

Mr.  HAWBS  uked  the  content  of  the  Houk  to  lub- 
mit  ■  reaolution,  propoiing  to  *et  apart  Wednesday  next, 
from  12  to  1  o'clock,  for  ihe  comideraiion  of  a  rewlution 
offered  by  him  on  the  rth  of  January,  propoaing;  an  in^ 
quiry  ioto  the  expediency  of  introducing  s  bill  to  reor- 
^nizc  the  We>t  Point  Academy. 

Objection  be  inn  nwdr,  Mr.  HAWES  moved  la  tutpend 
the  Tulei  for  (he  purpoae  ttatedi  which  wai  not  carried. 

Hr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indiu  Affain, 
reported  the  followin|f  joint  reiolution: 
A  reiolution  to  luipend  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  public 

landi  acquired  by  Ibe  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek. 

RtaolMd  by  the  SenaU  and  Boiue  of  Sepraailativa  of 
the  ttiiled  Statet  of  Jmtrica  in  Congrtit  ia*anhled.  That 
•o  much  of  (he  public  lindi  acquired  by  (he  treaty  con. 
eluded  with  the  Choclaw  nation  of  Indiana,  at  Dancing 
Rabbit  creek,  on  the  28ih  day  of  September,  1S30,  ai 
hai  been  condiiionaity  DT  otherwise  located  by  (be  loca- 
ting *K'"'  <'''  ^^^  Ignited  State*,  to  peraoni  claiming  rea- 
erration*  under  the  14th  article  of  laiil  treaty,  be  with- 
held from  public  aale  until  the  further  order  ofCongreaa. 

Mr.  BELL  adverted  to  the  importance  of  the  reiolu- 
tion, and  the  necenity  for  apeedy  action  upon  it.  The 
reaoludon  bad  received  the  unanimouiauent  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  there  wa*  a  like  unanimity  ai  to  the  remedy 
which  ihould  ultimately  be  adopted.  He  moTed  (hat 
the  resolution  be  conaidered  at  that  timei  which  was 
agreed  to. 

After  a  word  or  two  of  eiplanalioa  by  Meiin.  SE- 
VIER and  BELL,  the  retolution  vm  read  the  lecond 
and  third  tintei^  and  paued. 

WATEKING  PENNSYLVANIA  AVENUE. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEFARD,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  followinir  reiolution: 

Retobied,  That  ihe  CommtMioner  of  Public  Buitdlnga 
be  directed  to  have  the  dust  scraped  from  the  Penniyl- 
vania  avenue,  between  the  Capitol  and  the  Prcudent'a 
square,  ind  (bat  part  of  the  avenue  watered  during  the 
aea^ion  of  Congreaa. 

Ur.  HAWE3  apposed  the  resolution.  Re  considered 
it  a  new  way  of  getting  reiolutioni  before  the  House,  for 
a  gentleman  to  attempt  on  one  day  to  get  in  a  resolution, 
and  failing  in  that,  on  the  next  day  (o  have  it  reported 
from  *  committee.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and  niya  on 
the  passage  of  the  reiolutioni  which  were  not  ordered. 

Hr.  HARPER  did  not  think  that  the  avenue  could  be 
kept  watered,  from  the  Capitol  to  the  Pretident'a  house, 
in  warm,  dry  weather,  by  fifty  men,  and  he  considered 
the  money  would  be  completely  thrown  away. 

Mr.  PARKER  sud  there  was  no  provision  for  paying 
(he  expenae  to  be  incurred  by  Ihe  CommisMoner  of  Pub- 
lic BuUdings.  If  it  involved  an  appropriation,  it  ought 
to  be  considered  in  committee  i  and  if  i(  wu  (o  come  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  HoUK,  it  ought  to  go  to 
the  committee  which  had  charge  of  thai  subject.  He 
wBi,  however,  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Ur.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  said  it  waa  such  a  small  mat- 
ter that  be  should  not  have  said  a  word,  were  it  not  to 
oorrcet  a  miitske  of  the  genileman  from  Kenmeky,  [Hr. 
H*wEa.J  The  reiolution  was  not  reported  at  the  re- 
quest of  (he  gentleman  who  had  offered  a  aimilar  one  on 
a  former  day.  He  wa*  not  in  (he  hall  at  the  time  that 
reaolution  was  proposed  (o  be  submiltedi  but  the  resolu- 
tion had  been  reported  in  consequence  of  a  tuggealion 
from  a  number  of  members  of  the  House  to  the  Commit- 
tee OD  (he  District.    The  Mune  thing  bad  been  done  a 


few  year*  ago,  and  the  expense  only  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

Hr.  BOULDIN  laid  he  wai  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, though  recently  put  on  it.  He  knew  but  little 
of  (he  duties  of  the  committee.  Be  knew  that  the  Penn- 
■ylvania  avenue  wai  made  by  Congress,  and  was  a  nui- 
lance  in  summer,  and  not  far  short  of  it  in  winter,  and 
h»^ought  it  ought  to  be  remedied  a>  far  as  well  could 
be.  He  thought  we  might  at  least  prevent  the  mischief 
while  we  were  here,  aa  we  had  contributed  so  much  to 
raise  (hedust.  Congress,  no  doubt,  made  it  with  the  best 
of  intentions,  but  theitone  was  bad,  and  the  street  wai  a 
nuiaance,  and  we  ought  to  remedy  it  as  far  as  we  well 

Hr.  DROMGOOLE  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
compelent  for  the  House  to  instruct  the  Commiiwoner 
of  public  Buildings  tn  incur  this  expense. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARn  read  to  Ihe  House  the  duties  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  and  s(a(ed  Ihst 
the  same  thing  had  been  required  of  (he  Commisaiooer 
heretofore,  and  he  made  no  objection  to  doing  it. 

Mr.  BOtlLDIN  said  he  undenlood  (hat  the  streets  be- 
longed to  the  United  States,  and  the  superintendent  had 
the  management  of  (he  wbole. 

Mr.  LANE  said  the  United  Stales  had  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  this  subject.  Tbey  had  put  Ihe  avenue  ia 
a  situation  veryuneomrortable  to  the  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Bi  well  as  ciliiens  to  travel  upon,  and  jt  wa* 
almost  impossible  to  pass  it  in  a  windy,  dry  day.  The 
duat  was  considered  iniurious  to  the  lungs  and  to  the 
eyesi  and,  ai  Ibe  street  belonged  to  the  Government,  he 
considered  they  ought  to  have  it  cleared  of  dust. 

Hr.  BOON  laid,  if  this  wasa  nuisance  created  by  Con- 
greaii,  they  ought  lo  extend  Ihe  removing  of  It  beyond 
the  sitling  of  Congreas,  and  not  have  it  merely  for  the 
benefit  of  member*  during  the  lenion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  nid  that  i[  the  gentleman  thought  the 
duat  ougtit  lo  be  kept  out  Ihe  whole  year,  perhaps  he 
waa  right.  We  found  it  difficult  lo  get  it  done  for  the 
time  we  were  here.  If  this  House,  without  the  Senate, 
could  nut  appropriate  the  money,  let  the  resolution  ba 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  lay  Ihe  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  on  that  motion  eslled  for  the  yeas  and  oays) 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  quettion  was  then  taken  on  Ibe  motion  to  lay  tb« 
reaolulion  on  the  tablci  which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 
Hr.  MANN  nid  wben  Ihe  avenue  was  cleaned  a  few 
years  ago,  the  top  waa  only  scraped  ofT,  and  gentlemen 
had  a*  much  duit  blowing  in  their  eyes  aherwarda  at 
they  had  before.  He  thought,  if  it  was  to  be  cleaned  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  swept,  ao  as  to  remove  the  dust  en- 
Mr.  BOON  moved  an  amendment,  as  follows:  "  that 
the   watering  should   be  continued  during    the  dusty 

Tbe  question  wss  then  taken  on  Hr.  Book's  amend- 
ment t  which  was  diaagreed  to. 

Alter  some  further  remark*  by  Mr.  HAWB3,  in  op- 
position to  the  psssage  of  the  resolution,  be  moved  to 
re^r  it  lo  tbe  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  LANE  made  some  further  remarks  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  and  Mr.  HAWE3  in  oppoeilion  theretoi 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  orders  of  Ihe  day. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
message  from  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  which 
waa  referred  lo  the  Joint  Committee  on  tbe  Library,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

W^BiaoTOK,  Jlpril  29,  1B36. 
7b  the  Senatt  and  Hoiut  of  Ripramlaliiies: 

It  affonU  Die  pleaiure  to  Iranfmit  to  Congress  a  copy 
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Death  of  Afr.  Ateftord  J.  Morning—  Waiving  Pemttyhaaia  .Amue. 


[Hit  3,  4,  ISSS. 


oF  the  catiloguc  of  the  \rnndel  niinuscripti  In  the 
Briiiih  HuHum,  nhich  Hm  been  Tonnrded  to  me,  u 
will  be  percciTed  from  the  enelitsrd  letter,  on  behalf  of 
the  trustee!  of  that  inititution,  for  the  purpose  of  bein^ 
placed  in  the  United  SUitei  tibnry. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Several  bills  were  Iben  taken  up,  remd  tbe  (bird  tirjie, 
and  pasged. 

The  Home  then,  with  a  view  to  illoiv  the  intervening 
time  for  cleaninf;,  mitlinf;,  and  ventilatinf  the  hall,  to 
suit  the  change  of  the  wason. 

Adjourned  to  Tueiday  next. 

TuHSAi,  Mir  3. 
DEATH  OF  MR.  RICHARD  J.  MANNING. 

The  Home  wu  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  A.  U., 
puriuani  to  a  reiolution  paned  lome  dayi  ainee. 

Aftar  the  iournal  of  Friday  had  been  read, 

Mr.  FINCKNET  roaeand  addresaed  the  Houae  to  the 
following  effect-. 

Mr.  Speaker:  Often  M Death hai  alreadybeenamonffit 
uathia  teMion,  hehaaagain  entered  within  these  wi]Is,and 
taken  another,  and  one  oF  Ihe  moat  exeetlent  membera  of 
thia  honorable  body.  Tea,  air,  Death  haa  again  been 
•ttlongat  uat  and  it  ia  in  conaequence  of  one  of  those  sud- 
den and  awful  dispensation*  of  Divine  Protidencc,  to 
which,  however  painfully  we  may  feel  tbem.  It  i*  our  duly 
1o  tub  mil,  that  I  now  rise  toannounce  to  this  House  the  de- 
cease of  my  late  honored  and  lamented  co1lea|pie,RicBABD 
J.  HAxaiNa.  He  left  thia  city  on  Friday  last,  on  a  villi  to 
Fhlladelphia,  and  died,  aa  I  im  informed,  at  that  place, 
on  Sunday  evening,  of  •  hemorrhage,  produced  by  the 
rupture  of  ■  blood  reasel  in  hia  lungs.  Surely,  if  ever 
there  waa  an  event  which  could  teach  u*  "  what  poor 
shadows  we  are,  and  what  shidowa  we  pursue,"  this  is 
one  wbich  ahould  impress  that  leaaon  deeply  on  our 
mindi.  But  a  few  daya  ago  he  waa  here,  in  hia  place 
upon  thia  floor,  in  the  pride  of  intellect  and  vigor  of 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  hia  fellow-membera,  par- 
taking the  cares  and  honors  of  IrgiiUtian,  and  discharg- 
ing the  high  duties  of  a  representative  of  the  people 
in  thecouncila  of  the  nation,  I4ow  he  is  numbered  with 
the  aitent  dead.  1  know  that  it  ii  customary,  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  deliver  eul<^ea  upon  the  charactera 
of  departed  members.  But  I  shall  make  no  auch  at- 
tempt upon  the  preient  occasion.  I  could  not  do  justice 
to  auch  a  character  aa  hia.  To  Bay  tlwt  he  was  •  man  of 
•ound  judgment  and  extenaive  information — a  gentle- 
man, in  the  itrictett  signification  of  the  ttrm— a  mm  of 
sterling  honor  and  integrity — a  devoted  huaband  and 
most  tender  parent — pure  and  irreproachable  in  all  Ihe 
relationa  of  life — all  this  is  true,  perfceily  true,  and  yel  it 
conveys  but  a  poor  idea  of  the  beautiful  cluiter  of  noble 
and  eatimablequalities  that  were  concentrated  in  him.  He 
waa  more  than  all  thia.  He  was,  emphatically,  a  patriot, 
who  discharged  all  his  duties  to  his  country  with  ardor 
and  fidelityi  and  he  Was  asincrre  and  conaiitent  Christian, 
who  adorned  (he  doctrine  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour.  He 
died,  like  a  patriot,  in  the  service  oF  hia  country)  and 
his  life  aa  a  Christian  assures  me  that  he  i>  now  reposing 
in  the  bosom  of  his  Ood. 

Aa  sn  evidence  of  tbe  high  estimation  in  which  he  wss 
held  by  Ihe  people  of  his  native  Stale,  it  will  suffice  to 
observe  that  he  was  rrpeatedly  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Soulh  Carolina,  once  unanimously  chosen  Gov. 
ernor  of  Ihat  SUte,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in  Con- 
greai.  In  times  of  Ihe  bitierest  parly  contenlion  in 
Boulh  Carolina,  he  retained  the  unqualified  reipcct  of 
hia  political  opponenta,  nor  do  I  believe  he  had  a  pci^ 
aonal  enemy.     But  all  hia  talents,  all  hia  virtuei,  all  his 

Joble  qualities  of  hesd  and  heart|  could  not  aave  him 
wa  tbe  gnq>  of  tbe  destroyer.    He  is  gone — gone 


from  me,  whom  he  honored  with  hta  ft4endship-~gonB 
from  this  Houae,  which  he  adorned  by  hia  virtues.  Hia 
place  here  will  know  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen 
to  the  poor  tribute  I  throw  upon  his  tomb.  He  cannot 
witness  ihe  deep  and  respectful  sympathy  maniflMed  ty 
this  honorable  body.  No,  air,  he  is  ^^e;  srvd  all  that 
we  Can  do  is,  to  lament  hit  lots,  and  imitate  hia  viituea, 
and  pay  to  hia  memory  the  unavailable  honora  ol  the 
dead. 

1  now  beg  lemve  to  offer  the  following  resolmioDt  for 
adoption  by  Ihe  House: 

1.  Betobed,  unonimoui/y.  That  this  Route  hat  re- 
ceived with  deep  regret  the  mebncholy  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Bich^bs  J.  HABatira,  a  Bepre< 
sentalive  from  Ihe  State  of  South  Carolina. 

3.  Smohtd,  unonimiMu^,  That  thia  House  tender  tbe 
espreauon  of  their  aympathy  to  tbe  relativea  of  the  de> 
ceaaed,  upon  this  mournful  event;  and,  in  lettimony  of 
regret  for  his  lost  and  respect  fur  his  memory,'the  mem- 
bers will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  fur  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  having  been  unanimously  adopted, 

Mr.  PINCKNET  moved  that  a  meange  be  sent  to  tbe 
Senate,  informing  Ihat  body  of  the  death  of  the  Hoti. 

RiCBABD    J.    MlBBIBO. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  that  auch  a  meaaage  wonid  ha 
sent  to  the  Senate  aa  ■  matter  of  course. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  PINCKNEY, 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

WiBBttaai,  M&i  4. 
WATERING   PSNNSTLTANtA   ATENCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Ihe  follow- 
ing resolution,  reported  on  Friday  by  Mr.  SsaritBD, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Dlatrict  of  Columbia. 

"fiiioltief.  That  the  CommisslDner  of  Public  Buildings 
be  directed  lo  have  the  dust  scraped  from  tbe  Pennsyl- 
Ttnla  avenue,  between  the  Capitol  and  the  ProAdcnt't 
square,  and  Ibst  part  of  the  avenue  watered  during  the 
session  of  Congreit." 

Mr.  CONNOR  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  Ihe 
adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  upon  ascertaining  wheth- 
er ihey  were  ordered,  it  appeared  that  only  aevenly-iwo 
members  were  in  attendance. 

There  being  no  quorum,  Mr.  HIESTER  mored  a  call 
of  Ihe  Houae,  upon  which  motion  Mr.  BRIGGS  aiked 
for  Ihe  yeas  and  ntyi(  wbich  were  ordered,  and  were; 
Teu  90,  nays  37. 

The  Clerk  commenced^he  call,  when  Mr.  ALLAN, 
of  Kentucky,  moved  Ihat  all  further  proceedings  under 
the  call  be  suspended)  which  was  tgKed  to. 

Tbe  House  then  refused  lo  order  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  question  being  on  tbe  adoption  oftbe  resolution, 

Mr.  PARKER  waa  opposed  lo  the  resolution,  on  Ihe 
ground  that  it  involved  an  appropriation  of  money,  which 
he  contended  thry  bad  no  ris^t  to  make  in  a  resolution  of 
thia  kind.  This  avenue  had  been  pronounced  a  nuisanca 
by  aome  gentlemen.  If  so,  he  tbought  it  strange  that  a 
proposition  should  now  be  before  the  House  for  contin' 
uing  this  nuisance  lo  Georgetown.  He  recollected  a  res- 
olution of  this  kind  had  been  brought  before  the  Houae 
at  a  former  aeasion,  and  negatived.  Af^ervards,  how- 
ever, be  had  observed  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  was  enK'ged  in  removing  the  duel)  and,  on  in- 
quiry, Mr,  P.  hid  discovered  that  it  was  to  be  d.me  by 
a  subscription  of  cilizena  residing  on  Ihe  avenue,  with 
the  understanding  that  if  Congress  should  appropriita 
money  to  defray  !he  ezpenae,  their  subscription  wai  to 
be  refunded.  He  thought  it  waa  poor  encouragement 
for  them  to  make  appropriation  a  for  llie  benefit  of  the 
city,  if  they  were  Id  be  luld  aflerwardi  that  tbote  appro- 
priation! only  created  auiaancM. 
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Mr.  BOULDIN  tdroctted  Uib  ■doption  or  tbe  reiolu- 
tion.  He  had  tpoken  oT  the  avenue  m  •  miiMnce  limply 
in  ttili  Ktne,  thit  it  raised  ■  duit  of  a  peouliiii;  diitret- 
•injf  mlare,  »nd  in  ^reat  quantiiiei,  and  it  wu  complain- 
ed of  by  a  large  number  oF  the  mcmbertof  the  Hoaae. 
He  Hid  they  had  a  bill  before  ttie  Hooae  providinf  for  a 
COotiiKHmce  of  tte  avenue  to  Qeorgelown,  but  not  auch 
an  Ofie  aa  ma  already  made.  If  the  i^ntienan  from 
New  Jeraey  thou^i  that  the  renlntion  ought  to  be  jdnt, 
and  vould  mote  to  to  amend  it,  he  would  giTeilhiaMp- 
portt  but  he  thmghl  the  appropriation  wai  a  Noall  mat- 
ter, and  on^it  to  paM. 

Ur.  HAHDINhadmadeameaaurementoftheaTenue, 
and  (tated  that  it  cnuld  not  he  watered  fbr  one  bundn:d 
doltan  per  day.  He  aaid  the  avemie  originally  had  «oit 
much  more  than  it  ought  to  have  coat,  and  be  betiered 
it  waa  alwaya  the  way,  that  Uncle  Sam  pud  mnre  for 
hia  worli  than  other  perwini.  He  contended  that  wa- 
tering and  icraping  wat  impracticable,  and  hoped  tbe 
rpaolution  would  not  pan.  The  avenue  had  been  made 
of  aoft  «one.  when  there  via  good  hard  metal  to  be 
had  in  the  neighbortiood  of  the  cityt  and  be  would 
vote  lor  a  propoaltion  to  put  a  coal  of  bard  metal  over  the 
avenue,  which  would  prevent  the  rbing  of  the  duat  in 
Allure.  Be  felt  the  but  rfTecta  of  the  duit  aa  much  »a 
■ny  gentleman,  and  vaa  willing  to  vote  fiir  curing  it  ef- 
feoiDally,  which  could  be  done  foribout  fifteen  thouwnd 
dolUrat   but  be  couM  not  vote  for  a  reaolution  like  the 

Hr.  SRIGoa  hoped  (he  Houie  would  diapoM  of  Ihi* 
reaolution,  and  not  take  up  the  time  of  IheHouaehydia- 
cuwng  a  propoaitian  ao  unimportant.  The  debate  on 
thia  readution  had  almdy  eoM  tbe  country  more  than 
aix  hundred  dollart,  when  the  loraptng  of  the  avenuo 
eouW  not  have  coit  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollar^  The  gentleman  from  Nov  Jersey,  who  had 
aueh  nice  noliona  of  economy,  had  made  a  ipceeh  on  this 
propoeition  whlehhadcoatahundreddollart.  Somegen- 
tlemen  were  in  tbe  habit,  whenever  they  roae  to  •y  any 
thing  in  relation  to  mitten  of  the  DiatricI,  to  wy  some- 
thing againat  the  people  of  the  District.  He  had,  bow- 
ever,  uiideritood  that  the  resolution  wii  reported  at  the 
SQggeations  of  members  of  the  Rouae,  and  not  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Waahinglon.  He  would  not  take  upfurther  time 
of  the  House,  but  hoped  tbey  would  apeedily  diapoae  of 
tbe  subject. 

Mr.  ROBEBTSON  moved  to  lay  the  reaolution  on  the 
table.  ' 

Hr.  HAWES  aaked  for  the  yeaa  and  nay«i  which  were 
ordered)  when 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  wai  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  Teai  SS,  nays  84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  House  proceeded  to 
the  conHderation  of  the  orders  of  the  day. 
CUHBBBLAND  ROAD. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  amendatory 
ol  the  act  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road," 
waa  read  a  third  timei  and  the  queation  being  on  ita  paa- 
•aite. 

Some  debate  took  place,  in  which  Mraan.  MASON, 
of  Ohio,  and  CRANE,  took  part. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  tlie  special 
order  wai  announced. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  and  in  further  ex- 
ecution ofthe  special  nrder  of  (he  96th  of  January  last, 
the  Rouae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  atate  oF  the  Union,  (Mr.  M^soir,  of  Virginia,  in 
the  chair,]  and  took  up  the  "  bill  making approprlatioM 
for  th«  support  of  the  army  fbr  the  year  1836." 

There  wert  two  OMtiaiii  pending,  the  fint  by  Mr. 


CtHa«sin>a,  to  atneedthe  bill  In  the  roltowlnff  clauae: 
"  For  the  innamrnt  of  forUfieations,  #300,000,"  by  stri- 
king oat  this  aum,  and  inserting  #1,234,301. 

The  other  motion  waa  tbe  fallowing  anendment,  sub- 
mitted by  Ur.  MxacBx:  Strike  out  the  whole  cliDie, 
and  inaert,  "  For  tbe  purcbaae  or  eonatmction  of  ■  found- 
ry for  ordnance  at  auch  place  aa  the  Becrctaiy  of  Wai^ 
with  tbe  spprobstion  of  the  President  of  tbe  United 
Stales^  may  aeleet,  and  for  defraying  tbe  expenaes  of 
conducting  the  operations  of  suoh  foundry  for  one  year, 
including  the  purcbaae  of  neceaaary  toola  and  material^ 

the  aum  of hundred  Ibootand  dollarst  and  that  tbo 

furtheraamaf htmdred  tbouaand  doHart be appra- 

priated  to  the  purcbaae  of  ordnance  for  immediate  tue." 

Mr.  MeCOMAS  waa  entitled  to  tbe  floor. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  roae  and  Mated  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  intelligence  peoently  received  from  th« 
South,  and  the  heavy  drafts  requii«dln  that  quarter.  It 
became  indiapenaably  neoesaary  that  this  bill  aboald  bs 
acted  on  aa  promptly  as  posaible.  With  that  view,  after 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  McCoMAa]  ahould 
conclude,  Mr.  C.  would  withdraw  tbe  proposition  then 
pending,  and  introduce  it  into  tbe  fortification  bill,  which 
would  be  tbe  nest  bill  taken  up.  Tbcte  were  now  no 
fundaremaininitfor  subsistence,  and  nanefi>r  the  quarter- 
master  general's  deparlment,  although  the  drafts  from 
the  South  were  very  heavy  for  both  these  purposes.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  anny  bill,  eonlxining  the  or- 
dinary appropriations,  with  aome  unimportant  amend- 
menti,  the  amendmenti  to  the  navy  bill,  would  be  paaacd 
that  day,  aa  tomorrow  and  next  day  were  act  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  business  rclatir^  to  the  District  of 
Columbis,  with  which  he  hsd  no  wish  to  interfere. 

Hr.  HcCOHAS  then,  in  consquence  of  the  stalemeBt 
of  the  gentleman  fhim  New  York,  waived  hia  right  to 
•ddrees  the  committee. 

Mf.  CAMBBBLBNO  tiien  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Some  coDvemiion  then  took  place  between  the 
CHAIR,  Mr.  BELU  and  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  as  to 
whether  the  amendment  propoeed  by  Hr.  MERGER 
fell  as  a  matter  of  course,  or  was  then  pending. 

The  question  was  put,  and  Ibe  amendmcDt  waa  neg- 
atived, without  a  count. 

The  bill  waa  then  taken  up  by  aeotions. 

Mr.  HAWB8  inquired  if  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
included  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the  West 
Point  Academy. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  replied  that  it  provided  not  a 
cent  for  that  institution,  further  than  the  pay  of  auch 
officert  of  the  army  as  were  stationed  at  Weat  Point. 

Mr.  CAMBREI^NQ  moved  to  Increase  tbe  clause 
"for  aubnstence,  exclusive  of  that  of  offioers,"  from 
9370,400,  to  #495,400.  In  explanation  of  the  amend- 
ment, Mr.  C.  aent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  comoninioation 
from  the  commissary  general  of  lubuateoce. 

The  amendment  waa  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARDIN   moved   to  strike    out  the    following 


tbe  Schuylkill  river,  tTSSi"  which  motion, 
afteraome  remarks  from  Messrs.  INQBRSOLU  HAIk 
DIN,  HARPER,  and  CAMBBKLBNQ,  wai  agreed  to. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out  "l(C. 
be.,"  in  tbe  clause  for  clothing,  remarking  that  auch 
words  were  clearly  unonnstitutional,  or  at  least  irregular. 

Hr.  CAHBKELENG  remsrked  that  they  were  not  in 
the  original  bill,  and  they  must  have  been  inserted  by 
the  Clerk  or  the  printer.    The  motion  was  agrred  to. 

Mr.  CAUBBELBNG  moved  to  insert  the  followiiw 
word*  after  the  44th  line:  "  Forexira  clerks  in  the  offi- 
ces of  the  quarlermaaters  and  asMBlanta  at  poala  where 
their  duties  could  not  be  performed  without  loeh  aid." 
Hr.  C.  referred  to  a  eonmunioation  ftwm  tbe  quarter- 
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muter  general  on  (be  subject,  and  further  expUioed 
tbii  theie  clerks  were  onl/  Dccssioinlly  required  at  dis- 
tant posts,  to  keep  tn  Kccount  of  tbe  luppbei  (od  Iran*- 
milwoni  frotn  one  point  to  another. 

The  amendtnent  was  then  agreed  to. 

Hr.  CAHURELENG  then  moved  an  addition  of 
94,000  ta  the  ctauK,  (o  meet  tbii  objeel;  which  m*a 
also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIBS  moved  to  ilrike  out  the  fallowing  clause : 
"  For  barracks,  quarters,  store-bouiea,  boapilali,  defen- 
ce!, &c.,Bt  orintheTicinityofFort  Gibson,  in  tbe  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkanaas,  150,000."  and  iniert  the  following: 
<■  For  enabling  the  Secretary  ofWar,  under  the  dil^ction 
of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States,  to  remove  the 
troops  frotn  Fort  Gibson  (o  loltle  eligible 


Arkan 


Arkanw!^  and   to  cause  a  fort  to  be  eTe(;ted  upon  the 


Arkansaa  frontier,  tbe  sum  of  930,000."  Ur.  8.  ex- 
plained  that  ihii  amendment  was  nibstantially  the  aame 
as  a  bill  (bat  bad  been  reported  from  the  Military  Com- 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  was  glad  tbe  gentle- 
man had  introduced  this  proposition,  for  thereturnaof  the 
army  would  ■how  (be  mortality  to  be  greater  at  this 
point  (ban  at  any  other.  He  would  suggest  to  tbe  gen- 
(leman  to  omit  the  indicalion  of  the  site,  and  leave  it  to 
the  discretion  of  the  War  Deparlmenl. 

Mr.  SEVlEEl  had  no  parlicular  objection  to  the  modi- 
fication, though  he  preferred  the  proposition  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  auggeited  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  slrike  out  the  appropriation,  and  introduce  it  in 
tbe  fortification  bill. 

The  amendment  waa  briefly  discussed  by  Messrs.  B. 
M.  JOHNSON,  HARDIN,  CAHBRELENG,  WARD, 
CARTER,  SEVIER,  GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  and 
ADAMS. 

Mr.  CAMBRELGNG  said,  after  the  explanation*  he 
had  heard,  he  abould  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  thought  that,  if  (he  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  the  appropriation  should  be  increated, 
and  be  moved  to  subititute  1100,000  for  950,000.  Lost. 

Tbe  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  amendment  waa  fur- 
ther diaeusied  by  Messrs.  SEVIEB,  WILLIAMS  of 
Norlh  Carolina,  ADAMS,  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  CAH- 
BRELENG, and  PARSER)  when 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  slrike  out  950,000,  and  in- 
sert 975,00U|  but  subsequently  wilbdrew  i(,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  further  debited  by  Messrs.  RIPLEY,  CAM- 
tlRELENG,  and  PARKER,  when  tbe  amendment  was 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  follow- 
ing clause:  ■■  For  barrack],  quarters,  store-houses,  hos- 
pital, defences,  &c.,  at  Fort  Armalrong,  in  the  State  of 
lllinoii,  or  on  sucii  point  on  the  river  Ues  Moines  as 
may  be  selected  under  (be  orders  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  920,000. ■'     Agreed  to. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  reduce  the  item  "  for 
eonlingencLea  of  the  army,"  from  910,000  to  93,000. 
Agreed  to. 

The  otlier  clauses  of  the  h'dl  were  (hen  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  waa  taid  aside. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CAHBRELENG,  (he  commiltee 
took  up  tbe  amendmend  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  Hie  naval  aervice  for  the  year  1836. 

The  bill  originally  pasied  the  Houae,  was  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments^  and  reported 
bjr  the  Commiltee  on  Naval  AHaira,  recommending  cer- 
tain ameitdmentt  to  the  Senate's  anendmeota. 


The  first  clause,  as  originally  paaaed,  was  as  foJIowt: 
"  For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  officera, 
and  of  aeamen,  $l,9Ti,iT8  01,"  which  sum  tbe  Senate 
increased  to  93,492,040  41,  and  the  Navil  Committee 
recommended  a  reduction  of  (bis  sum  to  93,318,017'  16- 

Hr.  JARVIS  madea  br'ref  explanation  of  ihe  principle 
of  increase  in  (be  navy  adopted  by  the  Senate,  being  ona 
ship  of  war,  two  frigates;  one  sloop  of  war,  and  ona 
schooner,  be.  He  was  instructed  (o  move  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  officers  and  aeamen  ofaaliiop  of  war,  because 
it  was  a  class  of  vessels  not  known  in  our  navat  service, 
and  one  could  not  be  buitt  in  time  Ii>r  equipment  during 
the  present  year. 

The  amendment  of  tbe  Senate  waa  then  diaagreed  to, 
and  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Jiavia  was  agreed  lo. 

The  next  clause  waa  for  proviaions,  9S90,OO0,  amended 
by  the  Senate,  by  increasing  it  to  9798,597  50.  The 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  recommended  the  sum  of 
9762,363  75)  which  was  agreed  to;  and  tbe  Senate's 
amendment,  as  amended,  wai  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  clause  taken  up  was  the  following:  "  For 
repairs  of  vesaeli  in  ordinary,  and  the  repiirs  sod  wear 
and  tear  ofvessels  In  commission."  The  House  had  ap- 
propriated 1950,000i  the  Senate  had  increased  the  item 
to  9I.Or5,000. 

Hr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  Senate'a  amend- 
ment, by  reducing  tbe  appropriation  to  #1,065,000; 
which  waa  agreed  to{  and  (he  amendment,  aa  amended, 
was  concurred  in. 

Hr.  JARVIS  moved  to  non-concur  tn  the  following 
amendment  of  tbe  Senate:  "  For  building  a  dry-dock  at 
Brooklyn,  91B0,050i"  which  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  tbe  following  additional 
clause,  inserted  by  the  Senate:  "For  the  purcbatc  of 
sites,  and  tbe  erection  of  barraeki,  near  (he  navy  yardi 
at  Charlestown,  Brooklyn,  Goiport,  and  Penaacola, 
9200,000,"  by  striking  out  "  Brooklyn,"  and  reducing 
the  appri<prlatlon  to  1S0,0(XJ;  wbicb  waa  agreed  lot  and 
the  amendment  of  (he  Senate,  as  amended,  waa  concur- 

The  following  additional  seetiotis  to  tbe  bill  were  in- 
serted by  the  Senate: 

"Sac.  3.  Jndbtil farther eatuied,  Thalan  exploring 
expedition  to  the  Picifi  cocesn  and  the  South  seas  be, 
and  tbe  same  it  hereby,  authorized  and  directed)  and 
(bat  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Statea  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  and  send  out  for  itwt  pur- 
pose a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase  or  provide  such 
other  smaller  vessels  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 

':r  the  aaid  expedition  efficient  and  usefiil. 

lac.  3.  ^nd  be  ilfurlher  maeUd,  That  the  use  of  so 
much  of  tbe  ap prop rltt ions  for  the  support  of  the  navy, 
snd  of  Ibe  means  and  facilities  under  (he  control  of  (he 
Navy  Department,  as  may  be  necesHry  and  pruper  for 
that  objeel,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  au(horiz«J;  snd, 
in  sdditlon  tbere(o,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  Rftj 
thousand  doilara  be,  aod  Ihe  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated." 

Hr.  JARVIS  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
thai,"  in  the  first  line,  and  insert  a  substitutei  which 
was  read,  aa  follows: 

"  Tbe  President  of  (he  United  Statea  be,  and  he  here- 
by  is,  authorized,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  intereat 
shall  require,  (o  send  out  a  surveying  and  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  aeast  and  for 
'*"  It  purpose  (o  employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  lo  purchase 

provide  sucb  other  smaller  vessels  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  render  tbe  ssid  expedition  efficient 
and  uaeful;  and  for  thia  purpose  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  vme  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  tbe  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  if  ne- 
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It  of  the  United  SUtei  ii  Buthorized 
iiM  otiwr  mean*  in  Ihe  control  of  the  N>vy  D«pirl- 
nl,  not  exceeding'  one  hundred  ml  fifty  tbouund  dol- 
1,  for  the  ubiecU  required." 
Mr.  HAWES  mored  that  the 


taking  the  role — there  ippewinF  tyei  57,  noei  56,  i 

qiionini — the  commitlee  rose  and  n ■-"*  -■—''--*  ■ 

Uie  Houae. 


!  reported  that  fiut  Ic 


into  C( 

The  motion  pending  being  that  the  committee  riie,  it 
WM  agreed  toiand  the  committee  then  ro»e  and  reported 
the  army  appropriitian  bill  to  the  Houte. 
ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  bill  making  appropriation*  for  the  aupport  of  the 
army  for  the  year  1836,  reported  from  the  Commiltee 
of  (he  Whole,  wu  then  taken  up,  Iheamendmentiof  the 
cotnmlltee  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
-  groaied  forathird  reading  nowi  baring  beenengroued, 
it  WW  then  read  a  third  lime  and  paned. 
NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 


navy  bill,  Hating  that  the  service  would  luffer  materially 
by  the  lonirer  delay  of  the  ordinary  appropriiilioni. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  Mouse  adjourn. 

Ur.  JARVIS  aiked  the  ycaa  and  nayi  on  that  motion, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  queition  being  taken,  the  motion  wai  loit:  Yeas 
i9,  nayi  n. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  that  the  Houte  rcMilve  itsetfinto 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  aUte  of  the  Union  on 
the  bill  making  appropriation*  for  the  naval  lervlce  of 
the  United  Stmei  (or  the  year  1836(  and  the  motion  be- 
ing put,  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  an  adjournmenti  and  the  question 
being  taken  by  tcllen,  there  appeared:  Ayet  6S, 
noei  63— a  tie. 

The  CHAIR  voted  in  the   negative!   ■<>  the  motion 

The  qneition  being  again  taken  on  the  motion  that  the 
Houie  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  sute  of  the  Union,  it  waa  taken  by  tellers,  when 
tkere  ajipeared:  Ayes  77,  noes  SB — no  quorum. 

Mr.  CRAUKR  moved  a  call  of  the  Houae. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  motion  being  put,  the  tellers  reportedi  Ayei  62, 
noes  33.     So  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

The  House  atyuurned. 

TitviSDiT,  Mat  5 
NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  adverted  to  the  importance  and 
necenity  of  acting  speedily  on  the  naval  appropriation 
bill.  This  ordini'j  appropriation  bill  was  uiuklly  passed 
in  the  month  uf  Januaryi  and  the  navil  service  waa  now 
•uffering  on  account  of  the  delay  in  its  pauage.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  morning  hour  would  be  de- 
voted to  dlipasli^  of  thia  billi  otherwise  it  probably 
eotild  not  be  taken  up  for  several  dayi  to  come.  He 
accordingly  aiked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  go  into  committee  on  thli  necessary  measure. 

Mr.  GRAVES  objected. 

Mr.  CAHBltELENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for 
the  morning  hour,  for  the  purpote  stated. 

The  member*  in  favor  uf  suspending  the  rules  having 
been  requested  to  rise,  the  CHAIK  decided  that  the 
motion  wai  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

Hr.  GRAVES  demanded  a  count,  when  there  ap- 
peared: Ayet  85,  noes  16. 


No  quorum  voting,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  •  call 
of  the  Houae,  in  case  there  should  itot  be  a  quorum  in 
the  House. 

Upon  a  count,  it  appeared  that  a  quorun  were  In  at- 
tendance. 

Mr.  GRAVES  had  abjected  because  he  had  desired 
for  the  laat  two  weeks  to  offer  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

Ur.  CAMBRELENG  would  not  object  if  the  gentle- 
man would  propose  his  resolution  at  that  time. 

Hr.  GRAyF.S  asked  the  consent  of  the  Houte  to  pre- 
sent  his  proposition,  but  it  was  objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tba 
Union,  [Hr.  Hinir,  of  Nev  York,  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  con  aide  ration  of  the  renuiining  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  nival  service  bill,  and  the  smend- 
ntent  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  to  the  same. 

The  Senate's  amendment  was  read,  as  followi: 

"  Sac.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  exploring 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  South  seas  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed)  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  and  send  out  for  that  pur- 
pose a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase  0r  provide  such 
other  smaller  vessels  at  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
render  the  taid  expedition  efficient  and  useful." 

"  Sic  3.  Md  be  U  farther  emitted.  That  the  use  of  so 
much  oF  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  nsvy, 
and  of  tbe  means  and  facilities  under  the  control  of  the 
Navy  Department,  at  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
thst  object,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  authorized) 
and  in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollan  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 

The  question  pending  was  the  foltowiiig  amendment, 
reported  by  Mr.  Jiavii,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs:  to  strike  out  all  aRer  the  word  "  thst,"  in 
the  first  line,  and  insert  the  following,  as  a  mbttitutei 

"The  Prnident  of  the  United  Stalea  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized,  if  in  hii  opinion  the  public  inter- 
est shall  require,  to  tend  out  a  surveying  and  exploring 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seu;  and  for 
that  purpote  to  employ  a  tloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase 
or  provide  such  other  small  vessels  as  may  be  necei.sry 
and  proper  to  render  the  aaid  expedition  efficient  and 
useful,'  and  for  this  purpoae  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifiy  tbourand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  it  hereby, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  In  the  I'reasury  not  otn- 
.erwlse  spproprialedi  and  in  addition  thereto,  iF  nece*- 
Hiy,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  is  authorized  to 
iiae  other  means  in  the  control  of  the  N:iTy  Department, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  SDy  ihouund  dollars, 
for  the  objects  required." 

Mr.  JARVIS,  in  a  few  words,  explained  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  when  it  wat 
agreed  toi  and,  thus  amended,  it  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
tlie  House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  appropriating  (180,000  for  a  dry  dock  at  Brook- 
lyn, New  York. 

The  House  also  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  reference  to  their  action  on  the  remainder  of 
the  amendments  of  tlie  Senate,  with  ihe  exception  of 
the  amendment  in  regard  lo  a  South  aea  expedition. 

Upon  the  latter  amendment,  Mr.  IIAWES  draired 
thst  a  separate  vote  ihould  be  taken.  He  hoped  Ihe 
whole  proposition  would  be  stricken  out. 

Ur.  KAMRR  remarked  that,  before  he  could  vote  fur 
this  amendment,  be  wished  to  know  from  aome  of  the 
member*  of  the  committee  the  reaton*  which  lud  indu. 
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Md  ibem  to  ■aend  lt>«  BasatCi  unendnentr  IF  he  un- 
dentood  the  niitter  arigbt,  the  difTereace  between  the 
two  propoiUiont  only  amounted  to  thii:  that  Ibe  8en- 
■te*!  ■mendmeat  threw  the  responiibilitr  where  it  ou^ht 
to  be,  upon  the  Conp'eu  of  the  United  State*,  wbiltt 
ths  atnendmeiit  oJ  the  Commitlee  on  Karal  ASain  or 
the  HouK  threw  the  reaponaibilltj  upon  the  Pj^iidetit. 
Be  thought  it  would  be  very  well  if  each  department  of 
the  Goverumcnt  would  kct  upon  it*  own  rciponaibitity 
in  this  matter.  He  thought  the  House  t  well  calcula- 
ted to  jud^  of  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  aend- 
ing  out  the  expedition  aa  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Stateii  and,  if  ao,  why,  take  the  responubilily,  *a  the 
Senate  had  done.  He  wu  not  willing  to  acknowledge 
himielf  to  be,  atrictly  ipeakiog,  Mich  a  collar  man  aa  to 
give  to  the  Preiidcnt  eier^  auch  diacrction.  If  it  wm 
U|)edicnt,  and  the  public  mtereat  required  thia  expedi- 
tion, let  the  Home  Mt  upon  iti  reaponMhility  at  tbe  Sen- 
ate had  done.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  amendneot 
unleaa  aome  reaaon  could  be  giren  to  juatify  lu 

Mr.  JARVIS  did  no^  thin kliinueir  any  more  of  a  col- 
lar man  than  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  The  reaaon 
why  the  cDinmittee  had  propoied  an  amendment,  leaT- 
ing  it  diacrelionary  wiih  the  Preaident  to  tend  out  the 
espedilion  or  not,  waa  becaute  they  bad  not  time  to  io- 
rettigate  the  matter  themtelveat  and  he  doubted  very 
iBuch  whether  the  Houae  had  the  time  to  examine  the 
■ubject  u  it  ought  to  be  examined.  The  committee 
conceived  that  all  they  could  do  would  be  to  give  an 
opinion  that  it  might  be  expedient,  and  leave  it  to  those 
who  had  time  to  examine  the  subject  to  aaccrtain  wheth- 
er it  wu  expedient  or  noti  and  if.  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Preildeni,  aner  examinationi  it  ahould  be  found  to 
be  expedient,  then  it  would  be  for  him  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  If  the  commitlee  h>d  hid  time  to  examine  the 
question,  it  would  have  been  quite  a  diiferent  thingi  and 
lie  tubmitted  it  to  the  me^mbers  of  the  Haute  whether 
tbey  had  time  to  give  tbe  subject  due  examination.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  to  refer  it  to  the  Preaident  or 
executive  depirlmenti  to  examinci  but,  under  tbe  eir- 
cumstancet,  he  waa  not  willing  to  vote  for  tbe  expedi- 
tion in  any  other  manner,  aa  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
leaving  [he  nutter  where  it  ought  to  be. 

Ur.  HAWE3  observed  that  what  be  had  to  aay  might 
ai  well  be  (aid  at  the  present  as  atany  other  stage  of  the 
bill.  Borne  lime  ago,  he  aid,  a  proposition  waa  nude 
and  carried,  to  permit  a  certain  gentleman  to  deliver 
leciurea  to  the  representatives  of  the  people,  upon  the 
subject  of  a  South  aea  expedition.  He  was  opposed  to 
granting  the  privilege  tu  that  gcnitenun,  or  any  body 
•lie,  becauae  he  wm  fully  appriied  of  tbe  fact  that  the 
object  of  it  was  to  operate  upon  that  House  and  the 
other  branch  of  Congress.  He  knew  that  a  proportion 
would  be  brought  before  Congreu  to  expend  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  furtlier  this  gentleman's  object.  It 
•ppesred  to  him  thai  they  had  arrived  at  a  time,  that  no 
matter  what  ehinerical  opinions  were  taken  up  by  any 
gentleman,  iflie  could  only  gel  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  represenlativei  of  the  people,  Ihey  would  enter  into 
all  the  chimerical  notions  of  the  gentleman  who  might 
address  them.  It  was  true  tiiat  Ihey  had  in  tbe  Treuury 
a  vatt  amount  of  money;  but  if  it  wis  there,  it  bad  been 
wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States^  and  he  waa  not  willing  that  il  should  be  expend- 
ed m  every  chimerical  and  hairlirsined  notion  that  en- 
tered the  head  of  any  individual  in  the  country.  He 
remembered  the  time  when  his  friend  from  Uaaaachu- 
aetta,  [Mr.  Aduis,]  in  one  of  hia  messages  to  the  Con- 
grea)  of  the  United  SlKtei^  spoke  of  citabtisbing  light- 
houses in  the  skie*.  That  meaaage  went  to  the  Weslj 
and  he  would  teit  the  gentleman  now,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  that  nation,  he  would  baye  received  the  votes 
ijf  tbe  Western  Slatet  for  a  second  term  of  the  presiden- 


cy. That  notion  played  directly  into  the  bands  of  his 
apponentt,  and  they  hopped  upon  it,  to  use  a  homely 
phrase,  like  a  duck  on  a  June-hug;  and  thousands  and 
thousands  of  votes  were  lost  to  ibe  gentleman  on  that 
ground  alone.  Thty  had  at^ed  thut  here  wu  s  gen- 
tleman, who  waa  Prciidenl  of  the  United  States,  that 
wished  to  reach  heaven  by  other  mean*  than  by  fsith, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  erect  a  ladder  to  the  happy  pUce. 
He  bad  hinwelf  a  hundred  times  addressed  the  people  In 
relation  to  that  very  proposition  of  ibe  gentleman  (hna 
Hasuchusettsi  and  he  was  happy  to  aay  that  hundrad* 
and  hundred*  of  tbe  people  of  the  Western  country  had 
turned  against  tbe  gentleman  from  Haasachtiaetts  on  that 
very  ground)  and  perhaps  the  gentleman  had  lost  hia 
election  to  a  aecond  term  of  the  presidency  on  account 
of  this  very  notion.  But  the  times  bad  changed)  and 
what  was  the  proposition  that  they  were  bleated  with  in 
these  days  of  plenty  and  proapentyr  It  was  to  take  tbe 
vessels  and  seamen  of  the  United  States  tad  tend  Utcm 
to  tbe  South  teat,  exposing  tbcm  to  all  the  diaeBsatv 
hurricanes,  tnd  mlahapt  of  that  etimatct  and  hr  what.' 
For  nothing  on  the  bee  of  Ibe  earth.  T^  propotition 
wu  a  hundred  Unwi  more  monttrous  tban  the  one  which 
had  lost  one  hundred  thousand  voles  to  the  gentleman 
from  HassachutetU.     If,  in   an   appropriation  like  the 

Cretent,  any  gentleman  wm  to  introduce  a  clauie  for  the 
enefit  of  hit  constituents,  he  would  be  told  ibst  be  bad 
no  right  to  make  auch  amendment  The  preaent  pmp- 
oaitloii  waa  one  of  a  new  character,  and  he  thought  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  pursue  the  usual  manner  of  proceeding 
in  those  bills,  as  it  waa  well  known  that  the  appropri*- 
tlona  for  the  navy  must  pas*. 

Hr.  PATTON  rote  to  eiprei*  hia  gratification  at  Ibe 
inquiries  which  bad  been  nuule  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Hr.  Rucis]  He  was  glad  that  gentleman  had 
made  the  objection,  especially  aa  it  would  leave  the  ob- 
jection free  from  all  possibility  of  ^  charge  that,  while 
he  waa  a  decided  party  man,  he  waa  not  a  cptlar  man. 
The  principle  of  his  objection  waa  a  most  imporiant  one. 
It  waa  exceedingly  important  that  the  Legialature  of  the 
country  should  not  devolve  upon  the  Executive  any  duly 
which  sppropriaicty  belonged  to  the  legislative  depart- 
ment itself.  What  waa  it  proposed  to  do  by  this  amead- 
ment  introduced  Into  ihla  billf  It  waa  to  authorize  » 
general  voyage  of  exploration  and  discovery.  For  what 
purpose?  For  the  Improvemeot  of  science,  or  the  die- 
covery  of  unknown  reKions,  to  be  taken  poueiaion  of 
and  colonixed  by  uif  Without  entering  into  a  dUcusuon 
of  tbe  propriety  or  riglit  uf  the  Gocernment  to  send  cut 
this  expedition,  still  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  ihit 
there  was  aome  doubt  of  the  proprieiy  of  entering  upon 
such  a  sohemei  but  if  there  even  waa  an  authority  for 
entering  into  auch  a  scheme,  it  belonged  to  the  legisla- 
tive department  of  the  tSovemmenti  and  it  ought  to  be 
determined  upon  entirely  by  tlie  legislative  department 
of  the  Government.  They  ought  tu  satisfy  themselves 
of  the  pn^riety  of  entering  upon  lliistchemei  and  in- 
stead of  throwing  tbe  responubility  on  tbe  President, 
they  ought  totske  It  Ihenuelvea.  He  waientirely  opposed 
to  shifting  the  legillitlve  functions  upon  the  shoulders  of 
theexecutive  departments.  Why  waaittbalthisduty  waa 
intrusted  to  the  Presidcntt  and  why  waa  the  Executive 
called  upon  to  determine  whether  ide  expedition  should 
be  formed  or  not?  Why,  becauae  the  l^islature,  ir  he 
understood  the  gentteauin  from  Maine  aright,  were  not 
in  possetiion  of  ricts  which  would  justify  tbem  in  autbo- 
riiing  the  expedition.  They  had  not  the  means  of  deci- 
ding whether  the  expedition  ought  to  be  undertaken  or 
noi|  and,  becauae  they  had  not  tbe  information  necessa- 
ry for  them  to  decide,  they  were  called  upon  to  appr«i- 
Eriate  a  large  sum  of  moneys  and  to  authorize  another 
irge  sum  to  he  drawn  from  the  funds  of  the  Navy 
Department,  provided  the  Pre^dent  should,  in  bit  dif- 
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OTclion,   think  it  neeetrnj.     He  wu  oppnaed  to  the 
■mendment,   beouw  of  iti  •hifling  kjiilitiTe  dutid 
•pon  Ihe  Pmident  of  the  United  Stkte^  vhich  did 
•nd  □ug'ht  not  to  belnng  to  him. 

Hr.  VINTON  ebaerred  thit  he  Bhoald  eerUinV^  not 
be  diipcxed  to  ihiri  upon  (he  EiecullTC  dutin  which 
did  not  bcluDif  to  himi  but  be  thoa^cht  the  amendment 
prapoKd  bj  the  Committee  on  Nivil  AfTn'm  ought  to 
pre'iU.  Wh>l  did  thit  aniendment  propoteF  If  he  un- 
derttood  it,  it  ml  timply  lo  KutlioHie  the  Pmident  to 
•end  out  in  exploring  expedition  to  (he  South  leu,  if 
be  ihnuld  deem  it  neceur^.  Vft  here,  uld  Hr.  V.,  in 
thote  KM  ■  vut  commercet  four  hundred  (hipi  eng*ged 
in  the  fisheries  there,  who  were  almost  unknown  to  the 
rest  of  the  vorld,  and  without  msps  and  tbarti,  in 
more  perilous  than  anj  otberi  and  when  (hej  were 
wrecked  there,  they  were  cnllrely  loat  to  the  world. 
The  object  of  (his  proposition  was  to  procure  lurireys  of 
those  sea^  and  belter  aecuriiy  lo  our  commeroe  in  those 
regions,  which,  if  it  could  be  done,  would  be  a 
•ource  at  wealih  to  the  nation. 

Now,  what  was  this  discretion  left  to  the  Freiit 
•nd  how  could  it  be  ^uaed?  Was  Ihe  discretion  n 
be  left  with  ibe  Freaident,  merely  because  it  was  i 
cretion'  Did  it  confer  offlee  on  any  one?  Then,  bow 
could  h  b«  abused/  The  President  did  every  dsy  (he 
siin«  thing  that  wa*  proposed  b;  this  amendment. 
Before  sending  a  fleet  lo  the  Mediterranean,  or  any  olher 
pari  of  the  globe.  Congress  authorited  him  to  do  ihe 
■ame  kiiid  of  duty.  The  information  could  not  be  ob- 
tained by  Ihe  House  at  the  present  seuian,  and  could 
only  be  procured  from  seamen  ennged  in  lliat  business) 
and  Ibey  can  inform  (he  Executive  of  the  charts  and 
msps  of  those  sess  to  be  procure di  and  if  ii  should  lurn 
out  that  there  are  maps  and  charts  sufficient  lo  enable 
them  to  navigate  thuie  seat  with  Mfetj,  *nd  there  wsi  no 
necesi'ily  far  such  expedition,  Ihen  ofcourse  there  would 
be  no  occasion  to  expend  ibere  one  hundred  and  fifly 
thousand  dollars.  But  if,  on  the  contnry,  the  President 
of  the  United  Staler  aliould  be  aatisfied  that  there  was  a 
total  want  ofthose  msps  and  charts,  and  if  he  should  be 
Mliified  thattherewere  probably  other  sourcesof  veftllh 
In  thoae  regions,  then  let  him  order  Ihe  expedition  to  be 
fitted  out.  We  should  also  contribute  our  mite  towards 
the  sdvuQce  of  aciencet  and.  he  believed,  we  had  done 
less  ihan  any  olher  portion  of  Ihe  globe.  He  did  not, 
however,  concur  in  the  views  of  the  genUeman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Ur.  Hawib]  in  relation  to  the  advancement  of 

Mr.  HERCEIt  enuld  not  vote  for  the  amendment,  be- 
e-iute  he  eould  not  agree  with  gcntlemnn  in  relation  to 
the  discretion  left  the  Preaideni.  He  qurstioned,  too, 
whether  the  House  had  the  right  to  direct  Ihe  President 
in  reUtion  lo  this  mailer.  Congress  never  had  attempted 
to  direct  the  President  lo  send  a  force  lo  sny  particular 
quarter,  and  he  could  iwt  recognise  tbeir  nghl  to  do  it 
io  this  instance. 

Mr.  TOUCEThad  thought  he  should  not  have  heard 
s  conatitulioiul  objeclion  to  ihe  amendment  pmposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AtTsira.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed to  be  introduced  into  thii  bill  wis  a  proposition 
uithoriiing  the  President  uf  ibe  United  Btates,  if,  upon 
examination,  he  should  not  find  it  expedient  to  send  out 
the  expedition,  lodeeline  sending  it  ouli  nnd  limidng the 
appropriation  to  one  hundred  and  fifiy  thousand  diillin. 
If  there  wis  any  force  in  Ihe  remarks  of  the  gentlemtn 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattob,]  it  went  (o  (he  whole  prop- 
osition, snd  not  to  the  amenament  now  under  considen- 
lion.  Surely,  if  Congress  could  authorize  an  expedition 
of  this  kind,  which  he  had  no  doubt  of,  tliey  could  au- 
thorise the  President,  if  Ihe  expedition  ought  not  to  be 
sent  out,  to  refrain  from  sending  ilt  thuslearing  il  in  his 
power  to  tend  it  or  not,  as  the  public  interest  required. 
You  XII.-3ie 


He  forbore  lo  say  any  thing  on  this  appropriation  upon 
a  suiiject  which  wis  not  upon  earth,  aa  that  was  (aA> 
atla  Afferent  fmm  ihe  present  subject. 

Hr.  W.  B.  9BEPAHD  called  for  the  order*  of  Ihft 
day. 

Hr.  CAMBBELENG  said,  illhe  House  would  permit 
the  nivy  bill  to  be  finished  on  this  day,  he  would  on 
Monday  ask  the  House  tn  take  up  the  District  bills. 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  obaerved,  that  if  the  House 
was  prepsred  to  take  the  vole  on  the  navy  bill,  he  should 
throw  no  objection  in  Ihe  way. 

Mr.  PATTONsaidit  was  not  at  all  a  new  thing  to  him, 
when  he  or  any  other  gentleman  made  a  constitutional 
objection  to  any  particular  measure,  that  it  should  be 
received  wilh  surprise.  He  knew  this  to  be  tlie  catav 
and  he  regretted  il.  It  waa  a  hct  deeply  to  be  lamented 
that,  loall  practical  purposes  of  legislation  in  this  country, 
they  were  as  perfectly  unrestriinrd  by  the  constiiution 
as  if  that  instrument  had  been  thrown  into  the  firs  the 
day  after  il  went  into  operation.  Wilh  all  deference  to 
the  ^ntleman  from  Connecticut,  [Hr.  ToogitJ  it  seemed 
to  him  that  be  could  have  shown  himself  oH  lo  much 
greater  advantage  if  he  bad  shown  Ihe  committee 
whether  the  power  existed  to  pass  such  a  proposition. 
He  did  not  suppoM  thst  his  argument  presented  an  in- 
superable objection  lo  the  proposition,  but  he  thought 
gentlemen  who  supported  it  ought  lo  show  Kime  »«• 
tbority  to  support  the  proposilion. 

Mr.  W.B.  SHEPARD  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  t» 
call  for  the  orders  of  (he  day. 

Ur.  CAHBRBLENO  proposed  that  the  Bouse  con- 
tinue the  consideraiion  of  Ihe  nival  bill  this  dsy  until 
disposed  of,  and  that  Siturdiy  be  set  apart,  in  addition  to 
Friday,  for  the  coniideration  of  business  relating  to  tha 
District. 

The  proposition  wss  negatived. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  then  moved  that  the  Bouse  con- 
tinue the  cunsideration  of  the  naval  hill  this  day.  Be 
would  pledge  himself  to  vote  for  taking  up  the  Dislriet 
business  on  Hondsy. 

Objeclion  being  mide,  Mr.  CAUBBELRNG  moved 
to  suspend  the  rule  for  Ihe  purpose  aiaicdi  and  as  Ibe 
dralls  of  Ihe  Department,  in  consequence  of  the  dahy 
in  Ihe  passage  of  ibis  hill,  were  under  proleR,  he  asked 
for  the  yeasand  nays  on  (he  motion)  which  irere  ordered. 

Mr.  HERCER  moved  lo  amend  the  motion  by  selling 
apart  Monday,  from  13  o'clock,  for  Ibe  consideration  of 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  lo  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  one  o'clock  )  loit. 

I'hc  amendment  of  Mr.  Hiicsn  via  then  negstiTed. 

The  question  was  Ihen  uken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CoBMiLiae  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
proceedinr  wilh  the  consideraiion  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill  i  which  was  decided  to  the  negative:  Teal 
114,  naya  68,  as  followsi 

Yus — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Asli,  Bean,  Been- 
mont,  Uockre,  Boon,  Bordrn,  Bovee,  Buchanan,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cimbreleng,  Csrr,  Casey.  Chapman,  J.  F.  H, 
Claiborne,  Clsrk,  Clevelsnd,  CufTee,  Colts,  Connor, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Cushing,  Cuahman,  Denny,  Dickrraon, 
Dnubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Everett,  Fsrlin,  For«a- 
ler,  Fowler,  French,  Pry,  William  K.  Fuller,  Jamea 
Girlanil,  Rice  Garland,  Oiltet,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Jo- 
seph Hill,  Hsmer,  Hsynea,  Henderson,  HoUey,  Hop- 
kins, Bowsrd,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingliam, 
Jabei  Jackson,  Jarvia,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  KInnard,  Laming, 
Lapurle,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  jMhua  Lee,  LeonsiS, 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Hann,  Job  Mann, 
Martin,  William  Mason,  Maury,  HcComai,  McKay,  He 
Kean,  HcKim,  McLene,  Morgan,  Muhknberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Patlon,  F.  Pierce,   Phelps  John  Hey. 
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noldi,  Joieph  Reynoldi,  Robertion,  Roger*,  Schenck, 
S^iDour,  9hinn,  Sicktet,  Spn^e,  Sutherlind,  Tiylor, 
John  Thornton,  Toueey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Tinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wirdorell,  Weeki,  Elisha 
Wbitllew;,  Thorau  T.  WhitUeKj,  Sherrod  Wil- 
n>ms— 114. 

Niii— MeHrt.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  AiMey,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Brig^i,  Bunch,  Campbell,  Carter,  G, 
Chimbera,  ChiltU,  N.  H.  CUihorne,  Conein,  Cr»ne,  Dun- 
lap,  Evana,  Fairfield,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Gntigtr,  Gravea, 
Orayaon,  Qrennelt,  GrifEn,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Harlan,  Har- 
per, A.  O.  Hmrri)or>,  Hawea,  Hazelline,  Hicaler,  W. 
Jackton,  Janea,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Judson,  Lane,  Lay, 
Leirii,  LoTC,  H.  Haaon,  3.  Ution,  UcCarty,  HcKennan, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Horrii,  PalterKin,  Petticrew, 
Fhillipa,  Pottt,  Ripley,  Ruaaelt,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H. 
Shepp«rd,  Slide,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Blorer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Washington,  Webiter, 
I,  WillUmg— 68. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUHBIA. 

Tbe  Houte  then,  purauant  to  previoua  order,  aetlinfr 
apart  thii  day  and  to>morrov  for  tbe  coniideretion  of 
burineai  in  relation  to  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  vent 
into  Cominiltee  of  the  Whole  (Hr,  Wabd  in  the  chair) 
on  (he  following  bill,  entitled 


"Bt  it  enacted  by  Vie  Senate  and  Bmutof  Btpramla- 
fim  ofjbe  Umtcd  State*  of  Jmtrtea  in  Congrea  auem- 
bkd.  That  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treaiurj  be,  and  he  ia 
faereby,  aulhortied  and  directed  to  aaaume,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  atalea,  and  ditcharge  to  tbe  bolden  of  the 
evidencea  of  debt  contracted  and  entered  Into  between 
the  oitiei  of  Waahinglon,  Alexandria,  and  (Georgetown, 
and  certain  individuals  in  Holland,  negotiated  by  Rich- 
ard Rush,  Enquire,  on  behair  of  uid  corporate  hodiea, 
the  entire  obligation  of  payinR  aiid  debts,  with  the  ac- 
cruing inlereit  thereon,  according  to  the  letmt  of  laid 
conlracti  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected and  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 


hundred  and  forly-nine  thousand  aix  hundred  and  fifty 
dollar*  and  eight  cents;  to  the  corporate  authorities  of 
the  city  of  Alexandria,  tbe  sum  of  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen tbouund  six  handred  ftnd  forty  dollar*  and  forly- 
Ibur  eentat  and  to  tbe  corporate  authorities  of  the  city 
<if  Qeorrelown,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  uxteeu 
thousanaseven  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollan  and  forty- 
eight  centsj  in  Full  of  all  lucb  aum  or  soma  aa  have  been 
paid  by  the  said  corporations,  respectively,  in  the  shape 
of  Intereit,  exchanges,  cost*,  and  expenses  incurred  by 
tbetermaofaaid  contract  of  loan,  or  in  and  about  the  ne- 
gotiation therefor. 

"  Sic.  2.  JadbeU  furlher  tnaded.  That  before  the 
■aid  Secretary  of  the  TrcMury  thsll  execute  the  duties 
prescribed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  the  said  cor- 
porate authorities  of  said  cities  shall  deposite  the  said 
stock,  held  by  them  in  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal 
Coinpany,  in  the  handsof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
with  competent  and  proper  instruments  and  conveyances 
in  law,  to  vest  the  same  inibesaid  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treas- 
ury and  his  lucceaaora  in  office,  for  and  on  behalf 
or  the  United  Slates,  to  be  held  in  Iruat  to  receive  the 
dividenda  on:  Proridtd,  ahvayt.  That  if  the  said  corpo- 
rate autboritiea  of  said  cities  ^11,  within  ten  years  alter 
tbe  panage  of  this  act,  repay  to  the  United  Stalea  tbe 
■mount  which  shall  be  paid  under  and  by  virtue  of  thia 
•ct,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  corporate  authorities, 
reapectirely,  Ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury  for  the  time 
being  riiKll  thereupon  traufer  and  deliver  up  tbe  «ud 


stock  to  the  (aid  corporate  authorities  (o  repaying  the 
id  *ums  to  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  lectioa  of 
Ihe  bill,  and  insert  what  follows: 

"  Bt  it  tnaeled.  That  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaurj 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  asniTne, 
in  behalf  of  Ihe  United  Stales  •  debt  of  {1,000,000  due 
by  the  corporation  of  Washington,  a  debt  of  (!30,0OO 
due  by  the  corporation  of  Alexandria,  and  a  debt  oT 
^50,000  due  by  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  which 
debts  were  contracted  by  the  said  corporation*,  respect- 
ively, to  pay  their  aubsct^plion*  Id  tbe  stock  of  tbe  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  under  the  authority 
of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enhrge  the  powera  of  the 
several  corporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  Hay  24,  1638,  the  interest 
on  which  debt»  shall  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  United 
State*  in  half  yearly  payments  at  Ihe  Treaaury. 

• '  Jnd  he  it  aiadid.  Thai  Ihe  Secretary  of  [he  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase  the 
funded  debt  of  any  one  or  mora  of  the  United  Stale*, 
bearing  an  intereat  of  not  lets  than  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  the  amount  of  «1,S0O,O0O,  to  be  held  by  tbe 
United  Statea  in  trust,  to  receive  the  dividends  of  inter- 
est accruinr  and  to  accrue  thereon  from  time  to  time, 
snd  to  apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  ac- 
cruing snd  to  become  due  on  the  debt  of  the  several  cor- 
porationi  aforewid,  the  payment  of  which  ia  hereby  ai- 

"  And  he  il  enaettd.  That  when  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  principal  aum  ofthedebtaof  tbeaaidcorporatiana 
hereby  assumed  ahall  become  due  and  payable,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  and  be  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, losellaomuchof  the  slock  of  Ihe  States,  purchas- 
ed by  the  United  Stales  under  tbe  provisions  of  Itaiaact, 
as  may  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  Ihe  debt  of  the  aaid 
corporations  then  due  and  payable,  snd  to  apply  Ihe  ne- 
cessary amount  ariung  from  auch  sale  to  the  payment 
•ad  final  discharge  oflhe  debt  aforesaid." 

Mr.  PARKER  also  moved  to  add  the  followbg,  after 
the  aecond  section  of  the  bill: 

"  Jad  be  it  tnaded.  That  all  the  buildings,  lots,  and 
part*  of  lota,  owned  hy  Ihe  United  Stales  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  now  remaining  unsold,  and  not  granted  bjr 
any  act  of  Congress,  be,  and  the  same  ire  hereby,  de- 
clared to  he  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  to  be  sold  and  disposed  of  at  auch  times 
and  in  such  parcels  or  qoanlitie*  a*  the  corporate  anthor- 
itiea  ofthe  said  city  shall  direct)  the  money  arising  from 
■uch  sale  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  dischsrge  of  the 
principal  of  such  of  the  debt*  of  the  aaid  city  now  ex- 
isting as  are  not  provided  for  by  this  scl|  and  all  sales  of 
Ihe  said  lots,  or  any  part  thereoF,  ahall  be  at  public  sale, 
and  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  sixty  days'  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  sale  sbsll  be  given,  in  two  or  more  of 
the  public  newsps per*  printed  in  the  city  of  Waahingloni 
and  any  person  purchasing  shall  be  allowed,  at  hia  or 
her  option,  to  pay  for  the  same  in  money,  or  in  any  debt 
of  the  aaid  city  now  eiiiting,  to  tbe  payment  of  which 


the  said  lots,  snd  piyment  of  the  consideration  as  herein 
directed,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Building*  shall 
convey  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  ail  lots  and  parts 
of  lois  so  sold,  and  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  ofthe 
United  Stale*,  of,  in,  and  to  tbe  aame. 

••Jnd  be  il  enaettd.  That  the  sum  of dollar* 

be,  and  the  same  ia  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  Ihe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  payment  of  the  intereat  now  due  and  remaining 
unpaid  upon  the  debts  ofthe  aaid  corporation*  utumea 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

"  Jnd  be  il  enacted,  That  the  Kt  entitled,  'Aaictto 
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enlar^  the  powen  of  the  fevenl  corpDrBtiont  nf  the 
Diilrict  oFCoIunibU,'  kndfor  other  purpowi,  tpproTed 
lUj  34,  1838,  be,  ind  the  nine  ii  hereby,  repekted: 
Prmidcd,  Thtt  nothing  herein  contained  shill  be  to  con- 
■trued  u  totnnul  orinraliditevijKt  or  proceeding  had 
3t  done  In  virtue  thereof." 

Mr.  P.  ititcd  lb«t  he  wu  ft'lendly  to  the  proriiion 
of  the  bill  lo  far  ■■  it  went  to  Miurae  the  debt  of 


WM  incurred)  not  beeauae  he  believed  that  Coni^reM 
wu  bound  aa  aurety  for  tbe  payment  of  the  money,  ai 
had  been  a«*erted  here  and  elaewhere,  but  because  he 
beliered  Ihit  relief  ivaa  neeeiMry  to  theae  corporatlona; 
but  he  could  not  vote  to  repay  to  the  cilie*  the  intereal 
and  expenwa  they  had  heretofore  paid.  Admitting  that 
Congreaa  had  been  bound  for  the  payment  of  Ihia  mo- 
ney, which,  howerer,  Hr.  P.  denied,  there  could  be  no 
rcaaon  why  tbe  lurety  ahouU  pay  the  money  from  which 
be  had  been  actually  diichargcd  by  tbe  act  of  bii  prin- 
cipal. For  that  reaaon,  the  amendment  be  propoaed 
made  no  proriaon  for  the  payment  of  tbe  interett  and 
expente*  heretorore  paid  by  the  cittea.  The  debt  which 
it  wat  propoaed  to  amime  was  not  yet  payable.  If  it 
wai  iMumed  by  the  United  Statra,  it  would  be  worth 
at  leaat  ten  per  cent,  adrancet  and  the  Government,  be- 
ing unable  to  cancel  the  debt,  would  be  oblind  to  pay 
an  interest  of  t7S,000  per  annum  for  ten  or  fifteen  year^ 
until  the  atock  could  be  redeemed  and  cancelled  accord- 
ing to  contract.  With  a  Treaiury  full  and  overflawing, 
we  should  pay  from  $730,000  to  91,000,000  for  intereit 
before  the  debt  we  were  about  to  asaume  could  be  can- 
celled. To  obviate  tbia,  one  of  tbe  amendmenta  pro. 
Soaed  a  purchase  of  atock  of  aome  one  or  more  of  tbe 
Ute«  to  an  amount  of  $1,^00,000,  the  interest  to  be  re- 
ceived on  which  would  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  as- 
sumed, and  save  the  Urge  amount  otherwise  to  be  loat 
lo  the  United  States  by  the  payment  of  interest.     He 

Croposed  also  to  pay  the  interest  now  due  on  the  leveral 
lani.  Ur.  P.  adverted  to  tbe  unsold  building  lots  in 
the  citv  of  Washington  belonging  to  the  United  Slatca. 
He  htd  added  a  provision  to  declare  that  these  lots  now 
unsold  should  be  held  in  trust  for  tbe  use  and  benefit  of 
the  city  of  Waahington,  to  be  sold  at  public  ule  at  such 
tiroes  as  the  corporate  authority  of  that  city  should  di- 
rect, and  the  proceeda  applied  to  discharge  the  existing 
debt  of  the  city,  not  provided  for  in  the  first  section  of 
tbe  bill.  Theae  lota  were  3,510,  including  33G  in  dis- 
pute. By  the  pasMge  of  the  bill  relieving  the  city  from 
a  burden  of  tixei,  the  lota  would  be  greatly  enhanced 
in  value,  and  would  pay  a  great  portion  of  the  remain- 
ing debt,  if  not  the  whole. 

Mr.  P.  stated  hia  wish  that  relief  might  be  affbtded, 
and  aubmltted  the  amendmenta  as  containing  provisions 
which  he   Iruited  vould  receive  the  aanction  of  the 

Ur.  W.  B.  9HEPARD  said  a  few  worda  in  opposition 
to  the  amendments,  and  expreased  a  hope  that  the  com- 
mittee would  rile  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
where  the  gentleman's  propositions  could  be  discussed. 
Ho  could  see  no  resson  why  tbe  amendment  should  be 
adopted,  for  it  did  not  save  a  shilling  of  money,  and  in- 
volved SI  large  a  grant  aa  the  bill  itself.  He  would  not, 
however,  discuss  tbe  merits  of  tbe  bill  in  committee. 

The  amendments  were  then  severally  negatived,  with- 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
to  the  second  section,  a*  fallswi:  "Provided  ahoayr, 
That  if  the  said  corporate  authorities  of  said  citiei  iliall, 
within  ten  yean  after  the  pasMge  of  this  act,  repay  to 
the  United  States  the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  undc- 
*nd  by  virtue  of  thia  act,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  sal 
corporate  authorities,  rMpeclively,  the  Secretary  of  the 


Treaaury  for  the  time  bdng  stuU  thereupon  transfer 
and  deliver  up  the  said  atock  to  tbe  said  corporata 
authorities  lo  repaying  tbe  Mid  sums  to  the  United 
SUtes." 

'■  U.  said  he  understood  the  object  of  the  bill  to 
be  to  pay  tbe  debt,  and  take  a  hypothecation  of  the 
atock.  He  at  first  thought  it  waa  a  purchaae.  If  the 
proviso  was  retained,  and  the  atock  ever  became  valu- 
able, tbe  corporation  would  clutn  a  retransfer  of  it)  if 
it  should  be  worth  nothing,  the  Goveminent  would  b> 
forever  saddled  with  it. 

Ur.  yiNTON  would  vote  for  this  bill  if  the  proviso 
was  stricken  out,  but  not  otherwise.  He  would  vote  for 
it  to  get  rid  of  the  perpetual  impoKunitiea  with  which 
Congress  was  assailed,  from  year  lo  year,  by  these  cor- 
porations) and  he  should  like  to  aee  a  b'dl  pasaed  to  pre- 
vent  their  contracting  any  more  debts  in  future.  Thft 
bill  waa  equivalent  to  a  donation  of  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollara,  which  was  the  diflarence  between 
the  market  price  of  the  atock  and  the  sum  of  a  million 
'  I  half  of  dollara  appropriated  by  the  hill.  If  thtt 
^.-.jsowas  retained,  the  United  States  would  he  un- 
able to  make  any  diapOMtion  of  tbe  slock  in  the  interval, 
and  at  the  end  fif  ten  yeara  they  would  be  at  the  mercy 
of  theae  corporations,  who  would  either  reclaim  tbe 
stock,  if  It  waa  above  par,  or  compel  the  United  States 
*~  tell  it,  and  claim  tbe  surplus,  or,  if  valueless,  leave  it 
I  the  Government.  He  waa  for  cutting  loose  entirely 
from  the  District,  and  taking  tbe  atock  off  their  hands. 
Besidet'this,  if  the'  proviso  were  retained,  the  United 
States  would  lose  the  Intereit  on  a  million  and  *  half  of 
dollars  for  ten  years. 

Mr.  TOUCBT  was  inclined  to  think  he  ahould  vote  In 
favor  of  the  amendment,  when  the  bill  came  into  the 
House)  but  he  hoped  tbe  merila  of  the  bill  would  not  be 
gone  into  in  committee,  but  that  gentlemen  would  refrain 
Trom  discuiainn  till  it  came  into  the  Bouie. 

Ur.  HEKCER  addrcsaed  the  committee  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Trnox.]  He  wa*  opposed 
to  striking  out  the  proviso,  which  was  indiipensable  to 
meet  the  objectiona  of  those  gentlemen  who  maintained 
that  the  General  Government  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  hold  stock.  He  himself  did  not  entertain  that  doc- 
trine, but  othera  did,  and  tbe  proviso  obviated  that  ob- 
jection lo  the  bill.  He  thought  the  most  judiciouj  mode 
was  to  afford  relief  to  the  extent  of  tbe  pressure,  in  the  . 
form  of  a  loan,  the  atock  being  hypothecated  for  ita  re- 
payment. He  denied  that  the  Government  would  lose 
the  interest.  The  United  SUtes  were  to  ssiuroe  the  lia- 
bilities) these  included  interest,  of  course*  and  the  pro- 
viso asiuredly  included  the  repayment  of  interest,  in  the 
words  that  the  corporate  auutoriliea  should  "  repay  to 
the  United  States  the  smount  which  shall  be  paid  under 
and  by  virtue  of  this  act.  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  aald 
corporate  autboritiea."  Thia  manifestly  provided  for  the 
repayment  of  the  entire  oblintion,  principal  and  inter- 
est. He  earnestly  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  sent 
back  to  the  Senate,  amended  in  the  form  proposed,  and 
thereby  its  final  passage  longer  delayed. 

Mr.  W.  It.  SHEPARD  aUied  that  tbe  Commitlee  on 
tbe  District  had  had  many  dlHicuilles  to  contend  with, 
and  one  wsa  the  objection  on  the  part  of  many  gentle- 
men to  the  right  of  the  General  Government  to  hold 
stock.  It  wag  for  this  reaaon  that  the  proviao  had  been 
inserted.  With  regard  to  the  queition  of  interest,  no 
loss  could  accrue  by  a  fair  and  legal  construction  of  the 
act.  If  the  proviso  were  atrickcn  out,  it  would,  how- 
ever, so  materially  vary  the  .principle  uf  the  bill  as  to 
make  the  Government  embark  in  a  great  speculation. 

Mr.  HAHER  said  he  had  but  a  few  observations  to 
make  in  relation  to  thia  bill.  He  was  the  friend  of  thtt 
District.  It  had  been  set  apart  for  tbe  caoital  of  a  great 
republic)  and  we  ought  lo  pursae  a  kina  and  paternal 
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policy  tnvard  it.  He  desired  iu  proiperity  i  but  all  muit 
kIiiII  thit  it  could  not  prcMppr  wttlxHit  inme  relief  in 
Kgird  to  theie  debti,  which  wciglicd  it  down,  *nd  muit 
neceuiriljr  preTent  ill  improvement. 

He  hul  objection*  to  thii  bill  in  ilt  preient  thapf, 
which  he  ttioufrht  would  compel  him  to  oppoie  it  unieM 
they  could  be  remored.  It  propoied  tn  tike  itock  on 
depoaite.  Why  did  we  not  lake  it  abiolutely,  is  our 
own  >l  once,  and  then  we  could  control  it,  ind  diipoie 
of  it  whenever  we  thought  proper.  He  would  be  for  sell- 
IitFit  in*  reiwnable  time,  it  public luctioQ or otherwiM- 

Mr.  TINTOH  explsioed,  Ihkt  if  the  proviia  were 
■tricken  out,  the  bill  would  he  in  that  forir. 

Hr.  HA>IER  thnuKht  not,  beuiiie  another  part  of 
the  bill  declared  that  tbe  itock  ihould  be  held  in  truit 
by  the  Unitei  State*,  to  receire  the  dividend!.  The 
Governinent  would  not  thereforebe  the ibaolule  owner. 
He  ihouffhl  the  cilica  ought  to  be  latitfied,  if  we  paid 
the  debt  and  took  the  Hock,  without  allowing  them  ten 
yeira  to  deeiile  whether  they  could  lake  it  back.  If  the 
Itock  proved  to  be  valuatile,  they  would  receive  it(  and 
ifunprnfitahle,  they  would  not. 

Mr.  UNDBHWOOD  vid  that.  In  order  to  meet  that 
objection,  he  would   modify  hi*  amendment 
■       It  all  afle*  the  word*  "  Ci 


Tnited  SUtca,  "  in  the 


__r.  HAMBR  nid  thai  that  modiflcation  would  remove 
hie  objtciioni  to  the  United  State*  being  the  (ruatee  of 
tliii  atock.  If  the  amendment  preraiicd,  they  would 
have  the  abmlule  piiiperly.  He  would  take  it  in  that 
way,  and  prohibit  tbe  chje*  from  contracting  any  mure 
■uch  debt!. 

it  had  been  remarked  that  thia  conditional  Iranifer  of 
the  Itock  had  been  provided  for,  in  order  lo  remove 
the  conatitutional  objeciiona  of  some  gentlemen.  He 
nid  he  had  no  repugnancy  lo  hraring  conatitutional  ob- 
jection* on  that  floor,  but  be  was  very  far  from  agreeing 
with  at)  he  heard.  If  the  United  Slates  could  not  take 
the  stock  at  once,  how  could  ihey  lake  it  indirectly^ 
He  ahould  like  to  hear  the  distinction  between  taking  it 
directly,  and  receiring  it  on  pledge  or  morigige,  allow- 
ing the  oppoaite  party  to  redeem  or  not,  at  their  own 
option.  Suppose  the  citiea  aliould  refute  lo  redeem) 
would  not  the  stuck  at  the  end  of  the  ten  year*  become 
theabsotute  property  ul  the  Guvcrnment.'  Undoubtedly  it 
wtiuld;  and  he  held  the  principle  involved  in  tbe  two 
case*  to  be  preciiely  the  same. 

There  were  aume  thing*  in  the  first  aectlon  of  the  bill 
with  which  he  was  not  entirely  aatialiedi  but  be  should 
not  notice  tbrni  at  preien<,  a*  thai  section  wai  not  now 
uodrr  diacuisiun. 

Mr.   8UTUKI1LAND  was  in  bvor  of  retaining  the 

Sruvisu)  beeauae,  although  some  gentlemen  tllouKht  dif. 
irenlly  nn  the  canal  i  tut  lunal  questiun,  yet  it  dd  meet 
the  objection  uf  those  opposed  to  the  Government  hold- 
ing slock.  This  was  nut  a  local  mea*«Lret  the  whole 
coun'.ry  was  interested  in  seeing  the  Capital  of  the  nation 
In  luch  a  condition  a*  wuuld  be  lo  its  honor.  The  Con- 
greia  was  also,  to  aume  extent,  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  thl*debt|aiidhq  trusted  the  bill  would  paiilin  its  prci- 
ent  shape. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  waa  in  favur  of  the  amendment,  be- 
cause he  wM  satisfied,  if  the  proviso  were  retained,  tbe 
Government  wuifid  be  a  loser,  to  the  extent  at  leait  or  tbe 
interest  on  the  loan  fur  ten  yearai  for  he  gave  a  dilferent 
construction  to  that  clause  from  the  one  given  to  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Maacia.]  Forhimaclf, 
DO  euuld  see  no  dilterence  bciwren  taklnr  tbla  stock 
■baulutely  at  once,  and  taking  it  in  (he  indirect  mode 
recommended  in  the  proviso.  It  waa  a  distinction  with- 
out B  difference,  and  certainly  flid  not  meet  tlie  consti- 
tutional objection.  If  the  proviso  were  atricken  out, 
be  tbovU  lote  for  the  biU. 


Mr.  LOTE  thought  that  placing  the  stock  in  the 
character  of  a  pledge  was  deatruclive  tu  the  interest  of 
all  the  pariiei  concerned,  and  would  jeopard  tbe  val- 
ue of  the  atock  to  a  considerable  extent.  He  Tnwsted 
that  it  ahnuld  be  absolutely  held  by  aome  one,  empower- 
ed to  make,  if  thought  necemrjf,  an  immediate  dliposi- 
tlon  of  it.  He  cniitd  aee  no  material  difTerence  between 
the  Government  holding  the  stock  absolutely  or  in  trust, 
with  the  probable  contingency  of  it*  being  left  on  their 
band*  at  the  end  of  ten  yeara.  He  wa*  well  assured 
that  theae  corporationa  would  neyer  be  in  k  lituation  lo 
redeem  the  pledge. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  remarked  that  tbe  proviso  miiihl 
be  an  attempt  lo  smother  and  deceive,  but  it  certainly 
did  not  remove  the  cnnatilutional  objection,  because  the 
condition  involved  the  aame  principle  that  taking  the  es- 
tate absolutely  at  once  didt  as,  by  the  condition,  the  es- 
tate might  sbanlutely  devolve  upon  the  Government. 

Hr.  LINCOLN  believed  that  tliern  was  not  a  OKm- 
ber  on  that  floor  who  doubted  but  that  it  was  Ihe  duty 
of  Congress  lo  pay  thia  debt)  and  ihe  only  question  noir 
was,  whrther  they  would  lake  a  pledge  for  itsindciD< 
nity.  He  could  see  nitliing  imprnppr  in  the  Oovem- 
ment  receiving  such  a  pledge,  or  auch  an  assignment  u 
the  borrowers  hid  to  offer)  but  he  vat  opposed  Co  an 
advance  of  a  tnillton  and  a  half  qf  doUars,  without  tho 
pouiblliiy  of  reimbursing  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United. 
Slates  until  Ihe  eipintion  of  ten  yean.  He  was  there- 
fore in  favor  of  striking  out  the  proviso,  because  be  waa 
for  doing  that  at  once  directly,  which  Wat  sought  to  be 
done  at  a  remote  period  indirectly.  He  ahould  vote  far 
the  bill  if  the  proviso  were  stricken  out)  but  if  it  were 
not,  he  feared  he  shotild  be  constrained  lo  vole  against 
it,  much  aa  be  desired  that  relief  should  be  given  to  the 
District. 

Mr.  EVANS  did  hope  that  these  corporations  wouTd 
not  be  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  constitutiunaT  icruplea, 
and  that  Ihe  proviso  would  be  retained)  for,  if  il  had  not 
been  inserted,  the  bill  wuold  never  have  reached  that 
Hoiiie.  He  hoped  the  pasuge  of  Ihe  bill  wouM  not  be 
Jeopariled  by  ailopting  thia  amendment,  and  thereby 
creating  a  disagreement  between  the  two  Hnuaes.  Foe 
bimielf,  be  did  nut  believe  thai  these  corpumiiona 
would  ever  have  the  means  of  repaying  (he  mnneyi  but 
he  bad  no  eonililutiunal  scruple*  on  Ihe  subject,  and  he 
hoped  Ihe  amendment  would  not  be  pressed. 

Hr.  GUSHING  said  the  fint  queation  he  always  put 
to  himaelf  was,  whether  Congress  had  the  constitutional 
power  lo  pssa  an  approprliiioni  and  next,  whether  Ihe 
appropriation  proposed  was  just  and  cspedieni,  within 
thiise  puwera.  Now,  in  Ihe  preient  case,  the  proviso 
did  not  render  the  bill  unconilitotional,  but  there  were 
gentlemen  who  held  that  if  the  provlio  were  not  in  Ihe 
bill,  they  had  cnnMituiional  bbjection*  toil.  He  was, 
therefure,  disposed  to  respect  those  scrugiles)  and  on 
that  ground  he  should  vote  lo  retain  the  proviso. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  preo- 
ent  ahspe,  because  it  called  upon  Congren  to  pay  to 
those  cities  what  Ihey  had  already  paid)  and  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment.  The  bill  was  deceptive)  for  it 
held  out  to  the  people  abnad  that  the  United  State* 
were  receiving  an  equivalent  for  their  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  when  auch  was  not  the  (act. 

Hr.  HARPER  Was  an  advocate  of  the  United  Stale* 
disposing  of  its  revenue  for  objecis  of  internal  improve- 
ment in  every  direction,  and  therefore  he  had  no  consti- 
tutional acruplea  on  the  aubject.  With  regard  to  any 
claims  the  city  of  Wkahington  had  upon  Congress,  he 
thought  that  every  other  city  in  the  Union  had  equal 
cliimi,  except  so  far  as  it  had  a  claim  for  taxation  upon 
the  lots  now  belonging  to  tbe  United  States  within  the 
city.  He  could  not  vote  for  any  appropriation  for  the 
Diitrici  on  the  ground  of  claim.    He  wi*  in  faror  of 
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taking  the  ttock  at  once  Bbmluleljr,  ind  he  ihnuld  there- 
fore tupport  Ibe  ■mendment,  to  itrike  out  (h«  ckuoe, 
beeuiw  that  would  b«  the  effect  of  tbe  motion,  if  it  pre> 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  uid  he  wanted  to  uy  a  word  or 
two  in  ezplonition.  Il  lud  pcrhips  been  inrerrrd  from 
what  he  nid,  when  the  jcrntlcnun  from  Oliio  IMr.  Hi- 
M»]  aridrcHed  the  comtnltiee,  that  ha  (Hr.  V.)  chei^ 
tahrd  conttitu Clonal  acruplea  aa  to  the  power  of  the 
Governmrnt  to  take  an  abaolute  traniTer  of  the  canal 
ilook.  He  bad  no  aueh  tcmiiles  but,  qn  the  contrary, 
waa  clearly  of  opinion,  that  if  Cnnj[rei«  had  power  to 
take  ft  mortage,  or  a  oonditional  trantfer  of  the  itock, 
it  had  power  lo  lake  an  aliwilute  ani^ment  of  it(  but, 
•■  praciicil  men,  it  behoovril  ua  lo  deal  with  men  a*  they 
werr,  and  not  *»  they  should  bci  and  though  it  waa  in- 
admiuibletnullude  toihe  proceeding*  oftbe  other  branch 
ol  thia  Legiilaiure,  yet  he  would  tike  occauon  to  aay 
that  no  gentleman  who  bad  paid  due  aticntion  to  the 
proeeedingi  of  the  Senate  upnn  the  bill  now  before  ui 
could  doubt  that,  IF  the  proriao  under  conaideration  were 
■tricken  out,  the  paaeageof  the  bill  would  be  jeoparded < 
nay,  it  wai  almoit  certain  that,  in  that  erenl,  it  would 
not  become  a  law.  Under  thia  apprehenaion,  he  would 
Tote  againit  the  atnendment  now  under  oonvderalinn, 
thnugh  the  bill  would  be  more  accepiable  lo  him  (Hr. 
T.)  >i  Ihe  prii*iao  were  ilricken  out.  If  he  wiahed  to 
teoiira  an  iibjrct  which  he  dremrd  One  of  paramount 
Juatice  or  expediency,  and  if  to  obtain  that  objrci  It  waa 
neceanry  t '  move  or  (acrifice  a  rrceiver,  for  one,  he 
wnutd  frerly  nuke  the  aacrifice.  He  believed  that  the 
relief  of  ihe  ciiiea  of  thia  Diatrict  from  the  biirdena 
Qnder  which  they  were  now  atajncering  waa  called  for 
by  the  honor  of  Ihe  nation)  and,  to  aecure  thia  very  de- 
■irabte  end,  he  wouM  diapenae  with  aome  prorialoiM  in 
the  detailaof  the  bill,  wtiioh  were  preferable  to  aome 
thai  were  retained,  if  the  adoption  of  the  former  wnuld 
endanger  the  Hnil  panaagv  of  Ihe  bill.  He  believed  that 
Ve  ought  lo  relieve  the  corporationa  of  Ihe  Diatrict)  but 
whether  ihe  obligntion  lo  aa  ao  reaulted  from  our  paat 
kgialaiion,  or  from  other  conaide rations,  he  would  not 
here  undirnake  to  aayi  when  Ihe  proper  time  arrived, 
he  WDukI  perhapa  aay  aomething  upon  thia  point.  He 
had  only  roae  tu  aay  that  he  had  no  conatitutional  icruplea 
to  d>ter  him  from  voting  fur  the  amendment  of  Ihe  gcn< 
tiem.n  from  Eeniuckyi  but  that,  aa  he  did  nut  deem  the 

{roviao  propuied  to  be  atrlcken  out  of  vital  importance, 
e  would  vote  agkinat  atriking  it  outt  faeeauae  he  believ- 
ed, if  atruck  out,  the  whole  bill  would  be  defeated. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPAHD  made  an  earneal  appeal  to  Ihe 
eommitlee  to  take  ibe  question  on  the  amendment  at 
once,  ao  that  the  bill  might  be  reported  to  the  Houae. 
The  question  waa  then  taken,  and  tbe  amendment  w 
rejected:  Traa  64,  naya  65. 

Mr.  FAIRPIBLU  moved  to  amend  Ihe  bill  by  inae: 
ing  in  the  atcond  section  a  proviaion  requiring  tbe  re- 
paymrnt  by  the  ciilea  of  all  interest  that  may  accrue  on 
paymciita  made  by  tbe  Quvemment,  deducting  whatever 
dividend]  may  have  been  received.  In  support  of  the 
amendment,  Mr.  V.  aaid  that  he  felt  diapoaed  to  go  for 
the  bill,  but  not  on  the  grounds  aasumed  by  several  gen- 
tlemen who  bad  addreaaed  the  House.  If  he  went  for 
it,  it  would  be  from  the  neceasiiy  of  the  ease — it  would 
be  Id  avoid  incurring  the  naiional  diigrace  of  having  our 
Capital  auld  under  the  hammer  of  an  agent  of  forrign 
banker*.  But  he  would  like  to  have  the  bill  made  aa 
perfect  ai  possible  before  voting  fur  il,  and  had  ther 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  aecund  aeetion.  It  a 
cd  to  be  admitted  on  ail  hands  that  if  we  take  this  atock 
by  way  of  pledge,  and  not  aa  an  ftbtolute  purchaae,  the 

Eaymcnt  of  intereat  aa  well  as  principal  abould  be  made 
y  Ihe  citie*  on  ft  reconveyance  to  them  of  the  atock. 
- ^Tdbyth«|tBtkiiiMiftwnMftM*- 


chuaelts,  [Mr.  LiKontx,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Yirgt- 
ia,[Hr.MiacaB.]ihft>,  byaftirlegalconitructionoftha 
_ill,  the  payment  of  interest  i*  provided  for.  I  cannot 
agree  with  gentlemen  in  thia  cimstruction)  to  me  it  ap- 
pears  plainly  otherwise.  But  perhapa  the  argument  hav- 
ing the  moat  plausibility  in  it  is  nne  advanced  by  tha 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  9BiTiaDi]  whielt 
■s,  that  inasmuch  aa  the  transfer  appeara  lo  be  in  trust, 
he  payment  of  interest  would  follow  of  coiirae.  But  it 
Lppeart  to  me  that  thia  merely  eatabliahes  the  relation 
vhieh  is  to  exist  between  the  parties,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  extent  of  tbe  liability  of  either  to  Ihe  other. 
The  latter  is  expressly  ststed  in  tbe  next  eentenee,  to 
will  thst,  on  reconvryancf,  ihe  cities  shall  pay  the  Got- 
emment  the  same  amount  that  may  have  been  paid  bj 
the  Oovemment.  Notlilng,  however,  il  said  about  th« 
payment  of  intereat.  Now,  wnuld  any  gentleman  con- 
tend that  intereat  would  be  recoverable  on  a  note  of  hand 
which  did  not  provide  fur  the  payment  of  Interest?  If 
not,  why  ihoukl  it  be  contended  tor  here?  Il  ftppeftri 
to  mc  there  is  no  more  gronnd  for  it  in  one  ease  than  in 
Ihe  other)  and  ihnae  who  entertain  the  laiH  opinion  willt 
1  tniit,  vote  with  me  for  the  ftmendmenl. 

The  amend  menl  wsa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ORATBS  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  an 
additional  aeetion,  providing  for  the  purchase,  fay  the 
United  States,  of  tbe  nock  of  the  Louisville  and  Pot^ 
land  canal. 

Mr.  UERCER  aaggcsted  tbit  the  motion  ww  out  of 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  contended  that  It  was  out  of 
order,  on  Ihe  ground  that  this  day  was  aet  apart  exelu- 
dvely  for  the  convderation  of  billi  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  which  the  amendment  bad  no  connexioni 
and  also  on  the  ground  thai  the  propowtion  wai  identi- 
cally the  same  as  a  bill  now  before  the  House. 

TbeCHAIRdecidedthemotion  tobeout  ororder.oii 
the  firet  ground  aUled  by  tbe  geotlemaii  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  GBA VB3  took  an  appeal  from  tfaa  deelison  of  ttw 
Cbur,  and  briefly  argued  Ihe  question. 

Hr,  JENIFER  aaked  Ihe  gentleman  fh>m  Kentucky  IF 
he  really  wiahed  thii  bill  to  paaai  beeauae,  if  he  did,  Hr. 
J,  hoped  he  would  withdraw  bla  amendment,  ainca  it 
would  inevitably  defeat  the  bill. 

After  a  few  worda  from  Hr.  BOON,  Ihe  deelaion  of 
Ihe  Chair,  that  the  amrndment  waa  out  of  order,  wa* 
sustained  without  a  count. 

Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  strike  out  Ihe  enacting  clause, 
and  proceeded  tn  address  the  committee  at  length  in  op- 
pnaltion  lo  the  bill.  Re  said  in  future  he  should  oppnsa 
bills  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  so  as  to  prevent  dis- 
cussion being  cut  off  by  the  previous  queation.  On  re- 
ferring  to  Ihe  memorial  from  the  city  oF  Washington, 
which  Mr.  H.  read,  it  appeared  that  they  claimed  this 
relief  from  Congress  entirely  on  the  ground  of  a  claim 
that  tbe  original  proprietora  of  the  land  had  surrendered 
it  without  a  full  conaideration.  Now,  he  contended  thai, 
if  any  claim  existed  on  thia  ground,  the  real  and  only 
claimants  should  be  the  heir*  of  the  original  proprietors. 
Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  review  Ihe  memorial  at  length, 
to  show  that  the  city  of  Wuhiogion  had  no  just  claim 
upon  Congress.  On  Ihe  contrary,  all  their  preaent  em- 
barraasmenta  were  Ihe  result  of^  extravagance  and  im- 
providence on  their  own  part,  and  in  no  way  grew  out 
of  their  relation*  to  tbe  Government  of  Ihe  United  Statea. 
If,  however,  they  complained  that  their  embarraasmenta 
grew  out  of  the  fact  of  this  city  being  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, where  so  many  millions  had  been  expended, 
what  would  be  the  nature  of  Iheir  complaints  if  the  seat 
of  Government  should  be  removed'  He  deaignaled  this 
aa  one  of  the  moat  extravagant  proposition*  that  ever 
bid  been  introduced  bto  CoogrcM-    It  involved  u  ex- 
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pcnie  or  kt  l»it  three  millinni  or  dolUn,  or  from  three 
to  fire  doll»ra  *n  «cpe  fur  every  icre  of  land  o»er  the 
twelve  mileiiquBre  of  the  Diafrict  of  Coluinbia.  Would 
the  people  of  the  United  SUtei  in  tny  teciion  of  the 
country  approve  of  three  milliont  of  their  htird  earning* 
being  l»vi«hed  on  thla  District?  Nog  tbi*  propoaitinn 
would  not,  and  could  not,  itind  auch  ■  teil. 

But  there  waa  another  eoniiderstion.  If  thePreaident 
of  the  United  Stilea  did  not  abandon  the  principlea  of 


ia  turpritc  at  the  remark  of  the  genDi 
nan  from  Penniylvani*,  [Hr.  SnTBimuro,]  that  the 
honor  and  glory  uf  the  American  people  were  involved 
in  keeping  up  the  metropolit  of  ihli  country,  or  in  keep- 
ing Pennaylvania  avenue  in  repair.  He  could  not  lub- 
tcribe  to  tut.  Mr.  B.  then  rniered  into  *  review  of  the 
oonatitutional  queationi  growing  out  of  the  biUi  uid  eon< 
tended  that  the  General  Government  had  no  more  right 
to  tut  the  peotile  or  to  take  the  people'i  money,  for  ihe 
purpoie  of  holding  atock  in  the  Diitriet  of  Columbia, 
tlian  any  where  eUet  and  on  Ihia  ground  he  ferventiy 
hoped  and  believed  tbat  the  Preiident  of  the  United 
Btttei  would  veto  it. 

The  principle  rif  thia  bill  wii  preciaeW  Ihe  nnie  u 
that  of  the  Hayavilte  road  bill,  the  only  difference  being, 
(hat  one  provided  for  an  Eastern  and  the  other  for  » 
Wealern  expenditure.  He  therefore  called  upon  all  bii 
friend*  on  that  Boor  who  had  luiiained  the  Freaident  on 
the  Hayaville  veto,  to  vote  with  Ur.  H.  agiinit  the  pre*- 
ent  proposition.  Horeover,  the  Hayar'dle  road  bill  ap- 
propriated only  one  million  ofdollar*,  whereas  the  preaent 
one  involved  an  expenditure  of  three  million*)  and  w*a 
therefore,  lo  far  aa  the  amount  of  money  wai  concerned, 
three  timet  a*  unconstitutional  ai  the  former.  The  hon- 
orable member  then  went  over  the  namea  of  Ihe  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  an  the  District  of  Columbia,  re- 
marking upon  the  inconiiatency  of  the  principles  of  this 
bill  with  those  professed  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  of 
that  committee,  [Meura.  Vaidibtoii,  Bouldib,  Ro- 
■■M,  Lahi,  FiiariuD,  and  Towas.]  He  adverted  to 
the  manner  in  which  tliey  were  continually  beset  wiib 
■pplicatiana  for  relief,  begging  from  year  to  year,  and 
Ihe  success  of  one  application  being  only  the  precuraor 
10  another.  He  adverted  to  the  numeroua  memoriala 
that  hid  been  presented.  They  first  ask  for  lots,  and 
they  are  given  to  Ibem,  They  then  come  back,  in  the 
very  aame  session  of  Congress,  and  aak  Congreis  to  buy 
them  back  again,  and  give  some  one  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  thaunnd  dollara  For  them.  They  then 
petition  for  a  lolttry,  and  suffer  themselves  to  be  cheat- 
ed  out  of  (350,000  by  it,  and  sure  he  was  tbat,  if  the 
present  bill  passed,  before  to-morrow's  aun  would  set 
the  city  of  Washington  would  be  there  again,  begging 
Congreas  to  relieve  them  from  Iheir  Ids*.  For  the  citi- 
sena  of  the  District,  individually,  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect,  for  he  had  alwayi  received  at  their  hands 
great  kindness  and  respect. 

As  soon  as  Ur.  H.  had  concluded,  Ihe  question  on  his 
motion  was  taken,  and  rejected:  Teaa  39,  nays  S9. 

Hr.  LINCOLy  then  addressed  the  committee  in  op- 
position (o  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided 
that  the  stock  should  be  held  in  trust  by  the  Secretary 
ofthe  Treaiury  and  his  sueccsiora,  but  contained  no  pro- 
vision for  voting  Ihe  stock,  and  thereby  securing  the 
rights  of  the  holders. 

Mr.  VANDESPOEL  said  he  had  drawn  an  amend- 
ment expressly  providing  for  that  objection,  by  authori- 
ling  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  represent  and 
vote  the  stock. 

Hr.  GRAVES  then  moved  lo  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Hr.  VINTON  moved  th»t  the  committe  ri*e)  lotti 
Ayes  53,  noes  68. 


Hr.  GRAVES  then  gave  way  to 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  who  moved  the  amen  dment  in- 
dicated above  I  which  was  agreed  to,  nem.  cm. 

Hr.  GRAVES  then  addressed  the  Cbsir  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  in  ila  present 
shapeiand,  with  a  view  of  rendering  it  leas  exception- 
able, I  move  to  strike  out  ao  much  of  the  first  section  aa 
provides  for  refunding  to  the  corporations  of  the  cities  of 
WsshioKton,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  the  sum  of 
$681,086,  which  they  have  paid  by  way  of  interest  on 
the  (1,500,000  borrowed  by  them  in  HolUnd  to  pay 
up  their  tubscriptioni  iothe  Chesapeake  and  OhioCaml 
Company. 

As  this  House  is  very  much  disinclined  to  hear  mueh 
more  debate  upon  this  subject,  I  propose  (o  occupy  but 
a  small  portion  of  their  time  in  submitting  my  reatont  fiir 
this  motion.  It  appears  ihat  these  three  cities,  from  ■ 
conviction  that  it  would  promote  their  commercial  im- 
portance, and  the  individual  interest  and  convenience  of 
their  citizens,  subscribed  for  fl, 500,000  of  atock  In  this 
canal,  and  borrowed  the  money  in  Holland  to  pay  up 
their  subscriptions,  upon  which  they  have  paid  already 
(681,086  of  interest  on  the  sum  borrowed.  And  now, 
since  it  ha*  turned  out  that  tbis  is  an  unprofitable  invest* 
ment,  and  their  stock  will  not  command  more  than  forty 
cents  on  the  dollar,  they  come  lo  us  and  ask  not  onlj 
tbat  we,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States,  shall  tike  ofTof  their  bands  this  debt  of  (1,500,000, 
and  take  Iheir  slock  for  it,  now  intrinsically  worth  but 
forty  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  amounting  lobut  (600,000) 
in  which  item  itaelf  they  will,  if  this  bill  should  pan,  re- 
ceive a  donation  of  (900,000,  but,  in  addition  thereto, 
they  aak  us  to  refund  to  them  tbi*  (681,086  of  Ir 


purely  sn  unquslified  gifl  aa  any  thing  could  be.  Now, 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  common  tcnae,  I  ask  the  rep- 
resenlalivea  of  the  people  upon  what  ground  they  are 
going  thna  lo  squander  the  money  of  their  constituents. 
What  right  have  the  citizen*  in  Ibis  District  to  ask  of 
their  fEllow-citizens  to  purchase  this  property  oflheinat 
a  price  exceeding  ita  value  (1,581,086?  Have  they  any 
right,  because  they  live  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at 
the  capital  of  these  United  St*le^  to  require  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  diFTerent  States  to  make  them  a  gift  amount- 
ing to  this  enormous  sum!  Would  not  the  eiliiens  of 
the  other  Stales,  who  own^tock  amounting^to  (1,000,000, 
whicli  Congress  authorized  to  be  subscribed  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  have  just  as  much  right,  upon  prin- 
ciple, to  aak  this  District  to  purchase  their  (1,000,000 
at  par,  dollar  for  dollar,  when  it  is  intrinsically  worth 
but  forty  cents  on  the  dollar,  s&  the  District  has  lo  aak 
the  citizens  of  the  Stalea  to  consent  to  the  proviaion*  of 
tbis  bill?  I  mention  the  cases  as  exactly  analogous  on 
principle)  and  Ihe  only  difference  is,  ibat  the  people  of 
the  Slates  have  been  induilrlous,  havethriven,  are  pros- 
perous, and  hive  money  in  Iheir  Treasury,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  for  causes  unneceaairy  for  me  to 
Qiention,  are  poor,  and  have  no  money.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, iffor  this  reason  we  pass  this  bill,  it  can  be  nothing 
more  nor  lets  than  the  bestowing  of  this  vast  sum  of 
(1,581,086  SI  1  charily  upon  this  District,  and  I  should 
thank  the  supporters  of  this  bill  to  point  out  that  clause 
in  the  constitution  which  authorises  Congress  to  act  as 
a  chariiable  inatliulion. 

As  long,  Mr.  Chsirman,  aa  I  am  honored  with  a  seat 
here,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  am 
resolved  to  act  out  the  principlei  of  a  repreaentative 
democracy,  according  lo  my  understanding  of  its  legiti- 
mate import.  I  understand  it  is  not  only  my  duly,  but 
that  of  every  Representative  un  tbi*  floor,  honestly  and 
faithfully  to  apeak  the  will  of  bis  constituents)  to  do  just 
whst  he  believes  they,  if  here,  aitd  standing  in  hi*  pou- 
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tlon,  with  «  fun  knowledge  of  tbe  whole  mfaject  them- 
•ehrei,  would  do.  Tiking  thii,  then,  u  the  rule  of  my 
kction,  and  believiog  that  m^  conitiluenU,  it  attendlnff 
in  pcreon  to  their  own  buuneni  would  not  content  to 
gire  n,500,000  for  itockt  worth  but  (600,000,  ind  that, 
too,  at  thii  time,  when  money  i*  lO  abundant  and  atocki 
M  hifcfa,  and  refund  to  the  holden  of  that  Mock  1681,086, 
inTiolation  of  all  right  and  juitice,  therefore,  t.  Tor  one, 
do  not  feel  leyBelf  authorized  to  do  it.  Mj  conatltuentt 
diall  never,  ai  long  a*  1  am  their  agent  here,  knowing  It 
to  be  against  their  will,  have  their  aMent  given  (o  any 
Mch  propontioni  and  1  appeal  to  gentlemen  who  hold 
Matf  here,  when  they  go  home  and  apprize  thoae  fbr 
whom  they  are  here  acting  that  ihey  have  bought  from 
tbe  Diatricl,  urilh  the  people's  money,  iti  ihare  in  the 
CbeiBpeake  and  Ohio  canal,  whether  they  would  not  be 
ubamed  to  tell  tbe  nation  of  the  contract.  I  «ay,  lir, 
who  on  thia  floor  would  not  be  iihimed  to  tell  hia  con; 
rtltuenla  that  he  had  paid  out  $3,181,086  of  ibeir  money 
fbr  that  which  wai  worth  in  market  but  #600,000;  and 
that  be  had  gi*en  to  those  from  whom  he  purchaaed, 
because  they  were  poor,  the  little  paltry  aum  of 
yi, 318,086  more  than  the  value  of  the  property  purchas- 
cdf  Who,  on  telling  hi*  conitituentt  the  pUin  truth  on 
thia  tubjeel,  could  expect  them  again  to  intnut  to  him 
Ibeir  interests' 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  Hrst  looked  at  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  I  was  perfectly  astounded  that  lueh  a  one 
dioald  ever  have  i»aied  through  the  other  branch  of  this 
Lcgialature,  and  not  lesa  aurpnted  to  tee  so  many  of  (he 
4ddeM  and  most  eiperienced  members  ot  this  Houu 
(igniting  an  iolention  to  support  it<  but  I  find  with 
many,  who  have  been  here  for  years,  that  dd  application 
which  the  Uiatrict  could  make  would  be  conndered  un- 
reasonable or  umuuali  and,  indeed,  auoh  ha*  been  tbe 
indulgent  character  of  legittation  by  Congresa  towarda 
thia  District,  that  there  Is  no  such  thing  ai  aatitfying  iti 
demands.  Already,  on  a  former  occasion,  we  paid 
#70,000  ofits  debt!  ai  a  sheer  gratuity)  on  another  ocea- 
■ion,  Congreat,  to  get  rid  of  ita  import  unities,  gave  it 
several  loU  in  the  city  of  Waihington,  u  a  donation) 
tmd,  at  the  nme  aeauon,  bought  them  back  at  the  enor- 
moua  price,  aa  I  undentand,  of  #160,000)  and  upon 
this  principle,  if  wo  now  buy  out  this  canal  itock,  worth 
0600^000,  at  4^181,086,  may  we  not  expect  to  be  peti- 
tioD«l  to  give  it  back  before  this  sesiion  endi!  And 
may  we  not  thus  be  importuned,  from  year  to  year,  fint 
to  buy  it  out,  and  then  give  it  back,  without  end?  And 
cannot  Ihi*  and  tbe  other  acts  named  be  quoted  aa  au- 
thority and  at  a  precedent  for  such  claimi?  Already  hta 
Congress,  mainly  tor  the  beneBt  of  the  District,  made 
the  following  appropriations! 
For  ttock  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  #1,000, 


For  the  Alexandria  canal. 

For  the  two  bridges,  ... 

ForPenniylvaniaavenue.     - 

For  tbe  canal  through  the  city  of  Waahlng* 


For  enclosing  the  public  grounds,  - 
For  the  penitentiary  in  Washington, 
For  the  civil  government  of  the  city, 
For  interest  on  the  Holland  debt,  - 
For  ■  jail  in  Alexandria, 
Adonation  toAleundriaforalonby  fire,  ■ 


100,000 

S00,000 
130.000 

160,000 
160,000 
10O.O0O 

340,000 

ro.ooo 

13,000 

30,000 


Amounting  to  the 


tbii  canal,  which  is  not  worth  one  third  of  tbe  amount. 

I  truit,  Ur.  Cbairman,  that  I  am  not  wanting  in  na- 
tional pride,  or  in  a  spirit  of  proper  liberality  toward! 
tbe  people  of  this  Dittrict.    If  to,  air,  1  miirepresent 


thote  who  aent  me  here  at  their  representative!  for  they 
are  both  patriotic,  high-minded,  and  llbcralj  and  if  they 
were  here,  they  would  br,  as  I  am,  unwilling  to  tee  the 
eilica  of  thi>  District  lold  under  the  hammer  to  the 
Dutch,  and  hence  I  would  feel  ditpoted  to  give  them  a 
liberal  and  high  price  for  their  stock)  and  if,  as  they 
confidently  seem  to  believe,  it  shaJl  become  of  greater 
value  than  the  price  at  which  tbe  United  Statea  pur- 
chaaed it,  with  inlereat  from  the  time  of  ilt  payment,  I 
would  not  refute  to  let  them,  any  time  in  ten  yeara,  have 
it  back,  by  refunding  tbe  purchaie-money,  with  interest, 
deducting  tbe  amount  of  tolls  that  iball  have  been  tX 
that  time  receivedi  for  1  do  not  desire  to  speculate  on 
the  people  here.  But,  air,  Ut  us  look  at  the  proviso  in 
tbe  teeond  tection  of  the  bill)  it  readiaafollowa: 

'<  That  if  the  corporate  autborilici  of  aaid  citiea  ahall, 
within  ten  years  after  the  pastnge  of  this  set,  repay  to 
the  United  Statei  the  amount  which  shall  be  paid  under 
and  by  virtue  of  this  ad,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  corpo- 
rate authorities,  reipeclively,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  time  beinrthaU  thereupon  tranifer  and  de- 
liver ntid  ttock  to  aaid  corporate  aulborities  so  paying 
tbe  laid  sums  to  the  United  States." 

At  the  bill  now  standt,  1  am  persuaded,  it  can  never 
confer  any  practical  benefit  on  the  people  of  Iblt  Diitrict, 
except  it  is  in  drawing  to  the  meaaure  the  support  of 
tuch  as  may  not  have  looked  into  the  subject  so  partieu- 
larlv  as  to  tee  that  ttock  at  this  time  worth  but  #600,000 
will  not  probably  ever  be  a-orth  as  much  as  the  price  we 
are  required  under  this  bill  to  pay  for  it,  with  the  inler- 
eat accruing  on  it  from  thia  time.  I  believe,  air,  if  the 
Diatrict  had  any  conception  of  ever  refunding  the  pur- 
chate-money  and  redeeming  itt  stock,  that  it  would  have 
been  content  with  our  taking  ill  stock  at  more  than 
twice  ilt  value,  and  aituming  their  debt  in  Holland,  and 
thus  relieving  Ihem  of  an  annual  tax  of  #75,000,  and 
saving  their  properly  from  tale,  without  asking  ut  ti> 
refund  to  them  #681,066,  which  they  have  paid  by  way 
of  interest  on  the  money  invested  in  this  unprofitable 
undertaking,  under  an  implied  promiie  that  it  tliall 
refund  tbe  money,  with  inlereat.  Can  any  man  believe 
thisr  I  will  venture  to  predict,  if  thia  bill  ihall  paaa  in 
its  present  shape,  that  no  mortal  will  ever  hear  of  the 
District  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  provito.  I  therefore 
hope  that  to  much  of  the  tecond  tection  aa  propotei  to 
refund  to  the  three  cities  in  this  District  thii  immense 
turn  of  interest  may  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  reiume  my  seat,  1  hope  tahall 
be  excused  for  ■  short  digression  fVom  the  subject  before 
the  Houie.  I  have  been  admoniabed  by  honorable 
members  that  my  oppoiition  to  this  bill  would  likely 
prejudice  my  favorite  project,  for  the  Government  to 
purchase  out  the  individual  stock  in  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canat.  Surety  tuch  cannot  be  the  caic)  hut  if 
thit  shall  be  the  effect  of  my  opposition,  be  it  to.  I 
have  done  nothing  but  what  I  have  ftlt  called  Upon  by 
the  obligaiiont  of  the  most  aacred  duly  to  do.  I  ahilt 
not  feel  myseiraulhorized  to  blame  any  member  for  op- 
posing my  favorite  measure,  if  he  iliinks  it  his  duty  to  do 
to.  Whilst  I  claim  the  right  to  judge  for  myself  as  lu 
my  own  courae,  1  readily  accord  to  others  (lie  like  privi- 
lege to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  iheirt.  1  shall  never 
aik  any  member  to  vote  fur  a  measure  of  mine,  unlets 
he  Ibinkt  it  right  to  do  to.  And  no  member  need  expect 
to  purchate  up  my  aupport  to  a  meaaure  that  1  think 
wrong  in  principle,  and  so  cryingly  unjust  aa  the  pres- 
ent. Let  every  mcaiure  itand  or  fail  upon  iti  own 
meritt.  The  grounds  on  wliich  the  application  fur  the 
purchase  of  the  Individual  atock  in  the  LouiiviUe  and 
Portland  canal  reats  are  entirely  different  from  those  of 
tbe  present  bill.  The  spplicalion  it  made,  not  by  the 
Btockholdert  to  tbe  Government  to  take  their  stock  at 
#1,581,086  more  Ihu  iu  market  value,  but  it  is  an  ap- 
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SliwtioDi  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  We*t,  who 
■el  thenntlrei  to  deep);  interutrd  in  hiving;  »  — -• 
enormatu  tax  on  the  na* iK>tioa  of  the  Ohio  river  r 
Tedi  *  Bubject  in  wbich  eleven  of  the  twenty-four  Sttlei 
oflhii  Union  ire  deeply  intereited.  The  cuwl  Mound 
the  Palli  of  the  Ohio  i*  undeniably  a  great  national  work, 
•nd  ahould  be  owned  by  the  nitional  Government,  and 
the  navi|:ation  of  it  Initinlly  nude  free. 

The  Veilern  people  demand  aa  a  rifrht,  wbllit  mil- 
lloni  on  millioni  are  appropriated  to  promote  and  facili- 
tate commerce  in  the  Eaatern  and  Northern  Stit«%  that 
their  claiioa  be  not  entirely  overlooked.  But,  rir,  habit 
becomes  aecond  nature.  So  unused  are  the  Weit  to 
favon  from  the  Federal  Government,  that  thej  icarcely 
know  haw  to  atk  for  thenij  and  hence  I  wu  inMnicted, 
if  I  could  not  procure  a  more  favorable  bill,  to  wk  for 
•uch  a  one  ai  the  committee  have  reported,  by  which 
the  Uavernntent  propoies  to  buy  out  the  private  rtock 
in  that  canal)  and  when  it  ahall  have  reimburted  itaelf  by 
the  collection  of  tolli  for  the  amount  paid  out  under 
the  act,  with  interest,  then  lo  reduce  the  toIli  lo  low  ai 
barely  lo  defray  tbe  expeoie  of  keeping  it  in  repair  and 
■UperiniendinR  It. 

And,  ur,  when  that  bill  comet  up,  I  pledfre  myieirto 
preaent  facta  which  muit  aatiafy  all  who  will  impartially 
attend  to  Ihem,  that  the  Government  will  be  reinitated 
In  every  cent  of  the  money  which  the  bill  ^tropoaei  lo 
appropriate,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
tn  iix  years,  upon  the  tuppoaition  that  tbe  commerce  of 
the  Ohio  river  shall  not  increase  by  ROy  per  cent  as 
rapidly  for  the  next  six  year*  ai  it  has  for  the  last  five. 
For,  air,  in  1S31  the  tolls  collected  from  that  canal 
amounted  lo  but  tl2,TS0,  tesa  than  one  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  original  stocki  in  IS33,  the  amount  exceed- 
ed |35,000i  in  1033  the  increase  was  not  to  grcali  but 
in  ISS4  the  lolls  amounted  lo  |61,S48i  and  in  1835  to 
CS0,16fi  thus,  the  tolls  doubled  ihenuekM  more  than 
■ik.Md  from  1831  to  1835,  inclusire.  And  Ibe  people 
of  the  Wett  believe  that,  unleat  the  Government  pur- 
chase up  the  private  stock  in  the  canst,  without  delay, 
in  two  or  ihree  yean  it  will  yield  18  per  cent,  lo  the 
atockholderai  when  it  will  command  so  high  a  price  Ihat 
tbe  Government  may  not  be  willingto  buy  it.  Tei^  tir, 
Kich  is  the  rapidity  of  the  increase  of  the  commerce  of 
tbe  Ohio  river,  Ihal  the  enrerpriiing  citizens  of  the 
West  say  that  it  will  soon  yield  not  only  18  per  cent,  a* 
a  neit  profit  on  Ihe  stock  of  the  present  canal,  but  they 
fimtee,  with  unerring  certainly,  that,  in  a  few  year*, 
the  commerce  will  become  so  great  that  it  will  also  ena- 
ble those  who,  under  the  charter  granted  by  Ihe  legitla- 
tKin  of  tbe  SUie  oflndiana  last  winter,  propose  making 
a  cans!  on  ihe  Indiana  side  of  the  Fall',  al  in  expense  of 
perhspa  93,0OO,0c0,  to  collect  s  nell  profit  of  18  per 
cent,  unnn  the  cost  o(  the  canal— the  largest  amount 
which,  I  undenland,  the  charter  allows  them  io  collect. 
Eighteen  per  cent,  upon  the  cspilat  thus  invested  in  Ihe 
two  canals  amounts  to  the  turn  of  (531,530,  which  will 
inevitably  be  an  annual  tax  imposed  upon  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  that  river. 

,  The  motion  of  Mr.  Gaivat  was  lost,  without  a  eounl. 
Hr.  HANN  had  hitherto  opposed  every  step  Uken  to 
burden  the  country  with  the  extravagant  charges  of 
thisDislricti  and  though  be  Wat  sensible  ol the  extent 
of  their  embarrissmenta,  yet  he  was  contcientiuuily 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  present  bill.  He  should 
feel  il  his  duly  lo  oppose  the  bill  upon  conslilutiimal 
grounds,  if  there  were  no  other  objection  to  il.  The 
bill,  divested  of  all  surplusage,  was  ■  bill  in  substance 
and  in  fad  to  authorize,  as  if  an  orlginsi  proposition,  a 
tubseription  to  the  stock  ofltic  Chestpeake  and  Ohio 
canaliandlf  the  principle  of  the  bill  were  a  sound  one, 
there  was  not  a  city  In  the  Union  which  could  not  claim 
relief  under  limilar   circumstances  of  embarrusmenl. 


Hr.  H.  then  moved,  at  the  request,  he  nid,  af  a  friend 
to  the  bill,  an  amendment,  to  the  rollowii^eiTecl:  provi- 
ding that  tbe  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  snd  Ohio  canal, 
owned  by  the  three  corporation!  of  Washington, 
Georgetown,  and  Alexandria!  shall  be  transferred  abso- 
lutely lo  the  Government  of  Ihe  United  States;  whicll 
stock  shall  be  sold  at  auction,  aRer  Ihe  lapse  often  jttn, 
by  Ihe  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury. 

Ur.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  remarked  that  Ihe  motion  waa 
atmilar  in  effect  to  a  proposition  rejected  by  the  commit 
lee  that  day.  It  would  also  be  manifestly  to  the  injury 
of  all  psrtiea  interested  lo  throw  •□  nuich  slock  into  Iha 
market  all  at  once,  at  a  fixed  period,  without  probably 
there  existing  at  the  time  any  valid  reason  for  it. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Hr.  JAHVIS  moved  to  itnke  out  all  that  psrt  of  th« 
first  section  which  propnMd  lo  pay  out  of  Ihe  Treasury 
the  sum  of  0681, 0fi8  to  Ihe  several  corporations  of  the 
District,  in  full  of  all  auch  aums  aa  have  been  paid  by  ttta 
ssid  corporations,  respectively,  in  tbe  shape  of  interesT, 
exehanget,  cotts,  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  term* 
of  aaid  contract  or  loan,  (from  Holland,]  or  maod  about 
Ihe  negotiation  therefor. 

The  amendment  waa  briefly  advoeated  by  Uestra. 
JARVIS,  VINTON,  HABDIN,  and  ORATES,  and  op* 
posed  by  Hr.  MBRCER. 

Hr.  WASBIN'GTOK  addressed  the  Chair  as  folloivt: 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  friends  of  the  hill  under  consdcr* 
Blion  have  abstained  from  entering  into  a  discussion  of 
its  merits,  in  the  hope  Ihat  il  would  be  reporied  to  the 
Rouse  without  exciting  much  debate,  and  that  we  might 
be  enabled-to  pass  on  other  measures,  in  committee,  of 
high  interest  to  the  District.  It  was  our  intention  to 
suitsin  tbe  bill  before  tbe  House,  if  serious  nppoMtion 
was  made  to  its  passage.  Bui,  sir,  from  thii  protracted 
debate,  we  have  cause  to  fear  that  the  short  hut  valutbitt 
time  allotted  to  Diatrict  business  ii  tu  be  abanrbad  by 
Ihia  tingle  measure.  It  is,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman, 
with  unfeigned  reluctance  that  I  am  forced,  at  thii  lai« 
hour,  to  depart  fromthe  rule  I  had  prescribed  for  mjtelf, 
and  for  a  brief  space  to  solicit  tbe  attention  of  tbe  com> 

Sir,  I  should  be  apostate  to  Ihe  cause  of  truth  and 
Justice,  and  the  highest  obli^fationa  of  duly  snd  feelings 
could  I  patiently  and  in  silence  un  my  part  permit  Ih* 
grots  miastatemenis  which  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
the  District  of  Columbit  and  the  Cheaapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  to  past  unnoticed.  I  mean  not  to  impugn  tbe 
motives  of  gentlemen,  or  to  impute  wilful  mitre  present- 
alioni  but,  sir,  Ihey  have  not  given  this  aubject  that  full 
invetligation  which  its  importance  merits,  nor  have  they 
arrived  at  the  true  statement  of  the  facta  which  docu- 

lents  on   our  tables,  and  others'  entirely  accetsble, 

ould  have  furnished. 

What,  sir,  let  me  ask,  are  Ihe  claims  nf  Ihe  District 
of  Columbia  on  this  Governmenii  and  with  what  Juttictt 


HaryUndat>d  Virginia,  her  cities  then  in  existence  flour- 
ished, and  enjoyed  a  large  foreign  and  domestic  trade, 
with  prospects  of  increasing  progperity.  Thit  spot  hav- 
ing been  selected  as  Ihe  aeal  of  a  great  national  city,  tha 
territory  of  len  miles  square  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  placed  under  the  special  proieeliun  of  the 
"  ral  Government.  Bui,  air,  did  the  District  come 
ur  arms  poor  and  penniless,  a  tax  on  your  Treasury, 
and  a  burden  to  the  nation'  No,  tin  the  brought  you  a 
ich  dowi^  in  lands  and  moneyt  more  than  ten  thousand 
3ls  in  this  city,  for  which  you  paid  not  one  cent,  Ihe 
lies  of  which  hsve  already  amounted  to  between 
#700,(X)0  and  $800,000,  and  been  placed  in  your  Treas- 
ury. You  have  made  donations  to  literary  and  charita- 
ble inititutions  of  lots  to  the  value  of  fTOiOOD,  and  have 
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lot!  remainii^  onvold  valued  it  upmrdi  of  #100,000. 
Tnur  public  iquaMi  «nd  iei«rv*tion»  of  540  >cm,  now 
Talaed  M  more  than  fl.OOO.OOO,  eott  but  #36,000,  and 
were  patd  for  bj  the  nle  of  lota  which  had  been  given 
to  foa.  The  State  of  Virginia  at  the  aame  time  made 
you  a  donation  of  #130,000,  and  the  State  of  Maryland 
#70,000.  Let  it  he  borne  in  mind,  too^  that  you  have 
derived  all  the  advantage  of  the  ri«e  of  property  in  tbii 
city  from  the  enterpriie  and  at  the  coit  of  individual 
property>holder*,  without  having  contributed  any  thing 
toward  It,  for  you  have  paid  no  lazeat  and  had  your  lot* 
been  taxed  pr»  rata  with  tboae  of  individu«l«,  the  aum 
would  probably  have  amounted  to  nearly  the  preient 
debt  of  the  city. 

Now,  air,  in  what  eontiita  thia  very  unreaaonable  re. 
queU  on  the  part  of  the  Dinrict  oltieiF  Why,  that  you 
will  aSMime  for  them,  from  your  redundant  Trcarary,  a 
•urn  abort  of  what  you  have  realiied  by  the  connexion 
with  them,  to  relieve  their  embarramncnti,  which  are 
cniahii^  then  to  the  earth,  and  from  which  they  have 
no  other  mode  of  eaoapei  for  thia  and  the  inlereat  and 
loMCi  CM  their  foreign  loaa  they  offer  you  all  the  aeetiri- 
ty  in  their  power,  and  which  I  will  pieaeotly  «how  to  be 

It  haa  been  aiierted  that  the  embananmenli  of  these 
aorporationi  bave  reaalted  fVom  their  extravagance  and 
iMprovidenee.  To  make  Mwrtiona  on  mere  impreniona 
or  nunora  ia  no  difficult  taakt  but  to  prove  tlieir  cor- 
reclnoM  in  the  face  of  beta  ia  not  ao  caiy.  I  challenge 
gentlemen  to  point  out  the  acttof  extravagance  to  which 
theae  eorpotationa  are  amenable.  Tbe  chief  source  of 
cmbartMiment  haa  grown  out  of  the  aubacription  of 
these  utiea  to  tbe  Cheaepeake  and  Ohio  canal,  and  the 
intereit  and  Iomc*  cooaequent  on  the  Holland  loan, 
which  waa  negotiated  to  fulBl  their  eng^emenli  on  ac- 
count of  the  aubaeriptioB  to  the  canal  atock.  I  ahall  be 
able  to  diow  that  tbey  were  juatiBed  at  the  time  in  mi- 
lEii«tbataubKrtption,aBdthattlieywere,inracl,induaed 
to  it  by  tbe  acta  of  tbe  Oovemmcnt.  The  charge  of 
improvidence  from  ttial  quarter  would,  indeed,  come 
with  bad  mce.  Waahington,  it  ii  troe,  waa  oioat  ua. 
fortunate  in  Ihe  lottery  giant,  wfaleb  added  aboat 
#-J00.000  to  her  debUt  but  tliia  lots  cannot  be  attributed 
either  to  her  eztrafagsaoe  or  ImprovideDce.  But,  mr, 
in  the  magnificent  plan  of  yoor  city,  and  the  length  and 
width  of  it*  avenue*  and  atrect*,  csceeding  Ihoae  of  any 
city  in  Riiropp,  or,  pertMpa,  in  the  world,  opened  and 
improved  at  the  eipcnae  of  a  miall  population,  may  be 
found  an  additional  and  obvioui  aouroe  of  embimsa- 
ment.  Thia  plan  waa  for  the  acoommodition  of  Ihe 
Goverameot  and  to  gratify  ibe  pride  of  Ihe  nation,  in 
which  tbe  eiiixena  had  no  voice,  and  for  which  they  are 
in  no  reapeet  retponiible. 

The  conMderatlon  which  induced  tbe  Diatriet  eitie*  to 
incur  raaponnbiUtie^  by  their  large  ttibNriplion  to  Ihe 
Cheaapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  demand*  the  aerioua  atten- 
tica  and  reflection  of  member*,  ai»d,  in  my  bumble  Judg- 
ment, impoaei  •  motal  oblinticn  on  Ibe  Govemmenl  to 
grant  the  fulleat  meaaore  of  relief.  But  for  the  hope* 
held  out  by  tbe  Government  in  becoming  a  partner  to 
Ihe  amount  of  one  million,  and  their  faith  in  her  con- 
timied  palroDage  and  countcnasce  to  the  canal,  thereby 
imuring  ita  cany  completion  to  Cumberland,  Ifaeae  citiea 
never  would  bave  incurred  renomibilitieaeo  far  exceed- 
ing thmr  mcani.  The  original  plan,  before  the  United 
Staiea  became  a  partner,  contcmpbted  a  catial  from 
tide  water  to  terminate  at  Cumberland,  thirty  feet  in 
width  and  three  feet  deep,  the  coat  of  which  wa*  eati- 
mated  at  #1,578,954.  Thia  work  waa  evidenlly  wltbin 
tbe  means  of  the  parties  intereitcd,  might  have  been 
finiahed  some  ycata  anee,  and  the  local  intered*  it  waa 
intended  to  promote  would,  at  thia  day,  have  been  in  the 
full  fctdtioa  of  the  benefit*  which  were  anticipMed  by 
Vot.  Xll.— 319 


it*  friends.  Rut  the  Government  •non  took  an  interest 
in  tbi*  improvcBient;  when,  from  ■  mere  looa^  it  aa- 
sumed  the  character  of  a  national  work.  He  Preaident 
of  the  United  Statea  recommended  it  in  tbe  *tronge*t 
term*  to  the  favorable  coniidetation  and  patronage  of 
Congi«n,  as  presenting  Ibe  highest  clwmi  on  Ihe  pubKc 
meani  to  insure  iti  wccess.  It  was  represented  to  be  n 
work  of  the  grealeit  national  importance,  affording  th» 
neareit  and  moat  practicable  connexion  of  tbe  Wealern 
water*  with  the  Atlantic,  and,  lit  iti  political  conse< 
quencea,  as  drawing  more  cloaely  tbe  bond*  of  union. 
Congress  responded  to  tbe  recommendation  of  the 
PreMdent,  and  granted  a  charter,  which  required  dte 
company  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  canal,  so  as  to' 
sniwer  all  tbe  purpoaea  of  the  nation,  and  to  admit  of  ita 
extension  to  other  pointa  betides  tbe  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

In  place  of  terminating  at  Cumberland,  a*  originally 
deiigned  by  it*  pro^eoton,  and  under  tbe  n*tional  aapeot 
it  now  assumed,  Pittsburg  waa  designed  a*  tbe  weatern 
terminua.  The  Government  directed  its  engineen,  with 
General  Bernard  at  tbeir  head,  to  make  Ihe  aurrey  and 
e*tlmate  of  coat.  That  estimate  (Bade  the  coat  to  Cam* 
berland  to  exceed  tS,000,000|  and  yet,  in  the  full 
knowledge  of  these  facts,  tbe  Government  aubsoribed 
#1,000,000. 

1*  It,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  under  these  cireum- 
stanees,  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  District  cities  con- 
fiding in  the  further  aid  of  ihe  Govemmenl  to  a  work  in 
which  it  had  become  lo  Isrgelv  interested,  and  relying 
on  ill  eariy  completion,  should  have  ventured  lo  cmba» 
their  fortunet  in  the  asme  concern^  Tbeir  hope*  were 
buoyant,  and  they  believed  that,  under  such  au*pica% 
the  (peedy  completion  of  Ihe  work  wa*  *ecured.  They 
looked  forward  with  confidenoe  then,  as  they  do  now, 
to  tbe  inealoulable  beneflta  and  bonndlen  sonroet  at 
wealth  in  which  tbey  mnat  participate  when  this  great 
work  is  finiahed  to  Cumberland.  But  a  ebange  came 
over  their  hopes.  Other  counaala  prevailed,  and  a  M- 
ferent  policy  was  adopted  by  the  Oovemntent,  snd  left 
them  to  deplore  their  own  credulity,  and  mourn  ovvp 
tbeir  broken  {brlunes. 

Ur.  Chairman,  it  has  been  contended  in  anolber 
branch  of  the  Government,  and  by  Ibe  report*  of  the 
Committee*  for  the  Distrietof  Columbia  of  both  Honaei^ 
that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  implicated  in  the  forrign 
debt  of  tbeie  cities.  It  i*  evident  that  such  i*  the  iau 
premjon  of  the  Me**r*.  Crommelin*.  with  whom  Ihe  loan 
waa  negotiated  in  HolUnd,  and  who,  in  their  corre- 
■pondence  with  Hr.  Buih,  remark  that  "  the  pubDo 
raitb  of  tbe  United  State*  i*  so  mixed  op  with  the  mat- 
ter,  that  we  ahould  not  readily  permit  ounelvea  todouht 
that  it  present*  all  reasonable  grounds  of  security."  By 
an  act  of  Congress,  Iheae  citie*  were  authorised  to  effect 
a  loan,  and  to  mortgage  the  property  of  Ihe  cltiien^ 
resident  and  non-resident,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  intereit.  The  Treasury  of  tbe  nation  was 
made  the  repository  for  these  tMyments,  and  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  Stalea  required  to  see  the  fatlb- 
ful  performance  of  Ihe  contract  on  tbe  part  of  the  >utiesi 
and,  in  the  event  of  failure  to  comply,  be  is  lo  cause  Uw 
properly  wilbln  their  UmiM  lo  be  sold  at  auction,  to 
raiae  an  amount  sufficient  lo  liquidate  the  debt.  A 
former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  interested  himself  in 
the  negotiation  of  the  loan,  by  addreising  letters  to  for- 
eiga  oapitdista,  exptcsHng  Ibe  deep  interest  which  the 
Government  took  in  Ibe  matter.  How,  air,  I  leave  it  ler 
the  Houaetojudgebowhr  tbe  act  of  Congress  and  the 
connexion  of  these  high  functionaries  of  the  nation  with 
the  Iraasaotion,  were  calculated  to  influence  foreign 
capitalist*  in  lending  their  money,  under  tbe  belief  IMI 
the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation  were  pledged  for  their 
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ThcM  oitiei  fawre  (triinMl  trerj  nerre  to  niiUin 
themielre*,  but  c»n  no  lonffer  ilruggle  ipiinit  doliny. 
Thpy  hi*e  Mled  lo  comply  in  tlie  psjrmcnt*  lo  their 
foreign  ercdiiori,  and  the  president  bu  becu  required 
by  the  tgtnt  at  ihoie  crediton  to  enforce  the  contnct. 

Tliia  unwelcame  duty  he  niuit  perform,  tnd  hu  al- 
rekdy  ippuinted  ■  coin m in! oner  to  kttend  lo  iti  execu- 
tiuti.  Mny  HeiTen  iverl  thii  diignoe  from  our  country! 

It  bai  been  sud  by  «n  hnnortble  genllenun  from  Ken- 
tucky, lh»t  tlie  Mcurily  offered  by  theie  citiei,  of  their 
■tock  in  llic  Clieupnke  ind  Ohio  Uknal  Company,  i«  ht 
from  being  mdeq<iKie,»nil,  in  fact,  ii  worth  butWccntiin 
the  100.  Where  theecntlenun  hM  obtiined  hiiinformi- 
tionulotheritueuf  tiiilitack,  I  cannot  conjecture.  I 
tuTehetrd  of  none  in  tbe  mtrket,  with  the  exception  of 
the  atock  of  &  few  delinijuent  tubwriberi,  mnd  am  not 
kwirs  thil  even  lh*t  h»  brought  ten  tb«n  SO  centi  in 
tbe  dollar.  The  itock  of  tb*t  compiny  li  held  chiefly 
by  Oovemmenti  and  corpontionit  »nd  the  individual 
ttockholdert,  with  the  few  eiceplioni  I  have  mentioned, 
will  continue  la  hold  their  Mock,  in  the  firm  belief  of  ila 
being  the  moat  profitable  invettment  they  can  have, 
when  the  canal  i*  completed  toUimberland.  The  gen- 
tleman Mdeulatea  the  indemnity  to  the  Government  at 
what  he  eitimalei  lo  be  the  preient  value  of  tlie  nock. 
But,  MT,  the  bill  don  not  cuntemplate  the  immediate 
mle  and  cniaequent  ttcrifice  of  the  atock,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  provide*  that  the  Diatrict  eitiea  may  redtcm  it 
within  ten  yean,  by  r^runding  lo  the  Treaaury  the 
amount  of  principal  and  intereat  which  may  be  pud  fur 
them.  Bir,  I  hasard  the  aaiertion,  with  the  muat  tlo- 
oere  and  thorough  conviction  of  iia  being  rraliied,  that 
long,  lung  before  the  ;erin  of  redempiiun  limited  by  thli 
bill,  the  itock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany lo  be  given  ill  pledge  to  the  United  Biaiea  wilt  be 
an  ample  fund  to  repay  lu  the  tait  cent  the  obligationa 
you  may  auunie  fur  the  Iliitrict.  If  tliia  nugnificeiit 
work,  tar  (urpata  nK  in  iu  dimeniion*  and  conitructiun 
any  i.ther  in  thii  country,  aa  many  jcentlemen  un  thii 
fliior,  who  have  recen'ly  viaited  it  *■  far  ai  HarpcHt 
Ferry,  can  teatify,  ibuuld  fail  to  reallie  the  eipeCiatiDiia 
of  its  frleiida,  it  will  be  a  aa  lit  a  ry  exception  in  ihehitliiry 
of  Canall,  eillier  in  thia  count  y  or  Europe.  Tliia  may 
more  eapcetatly  be  aaid  of  canal*  leading  to  a  niincral 
region,  which  have,  without  a  aiditary  exception,  pro>ed 
In  be  the  moat  profitable  of  any  kind  uf  InvrMment*. 
Take,  for  example,  the  Schuylkill  canal,  the  chief  trana- 
pnrtation  nn  which  la  coal.  Five  or  aix  yeara  ago  il* 
atock  of  950  a  ahare,  being  the  par,  would  command 
only  about  tM  a  *>>Bre.  It  miwiell',  a*  waiaiattd  by  the 
genilemiin  Irom  Virginia,  ai  npvard*  of  (160  a  ahare — 
kn  advance  ofmnre  than  300  per  cent. 

Tlie  NewTuik  canal,  wh«h  had,  in  it*  pn^reia,  lo 
cnoNinler  all  the  prejudice*  and  difficultie*  vbich  have 
been  thrown  in  the  w*y  of  the  Clieaapeake  and  Ohio 
canal,  and  coat  about  (8,000,000,  a'ler  having  reduced 
the  tollaone  third,  i*  now  yielding  tu  the  State  a  revenue 
of  more  than  one  million  and  ■  half  of  dollara  annually, 
and  this  tun,  wiiliuul  the  advantage  of  having  iron  or 
eoal  for  tranaportation. 

Tlieae  simple  facia,  which  cannot  be  Gontroverled, 
■re  entitled  (o  more  coiiaideration  than  all  the  ***er- 
lion*  or  prophecie*  of  gentlemen,  whoie  prejudice*  or 
want  of  ciVTCct  information  may  have  mi*ted  their  judg- 

Why,  ^r,  ahould  not  the  dock  of  the  Cheiapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  become  a  fruitful  source  uF  revenue  lo  all 
concerned'  It  paaiea  ihrough  a  region  of  country  equal 
in  agricultural  producli  lo  any  in  the  Middle  Staica.  Ita 
tributaries,  the  Shenandoah, the  Cacapon,  South  Branch, 
Antieiam,  Cnnecocheague,  anil  Mcinocacy  river*,  al- 
ready Mvigable,  (nd  auiceplible  of  improvement  for 
MTcral  hundred  milei^  »U  water  exUnaira  and  fetUle 


valley*  in  the  highert  itate  of  cohivation.  Independent 
of  agricultural  productiona,  look  to  the  other  •ourcee 
oE  revenue  from  coat,  iron,  liine,  lumber,  the  valuabto 
flaheriea  of  the  Potomie,  and  many  other  article!  of 
tranaportation,  loo  variou*  to  enumerate.  To  these  nay 
be  added  the  immenie  trade  oflhe  West,  which  can  be 
Iranaported  on  the  national  road  to  Cumberland,  and  by 
the  canal  and  railroad  to  the  District  ciliBs  and  Bahl- 
more,  at  a  cheaper  rate  and  by  a  nearer  roule  than  any 
oiher  communication  can  offer.  The  return  trade,  in 
merchandise.  See,  to  the  Wettem  Stales,  must  a1*oadd 
largely  to  the  revenne  of  the  canal.  The  water  power 
created  by  the  canal  is  uf  unlimited  extent,  and  will  in> 
vile  the  enlerpriae  and  capital  of  manulacturrr*.  The 
entire  column  of  water  of  the  Potomac  may  be  tamed 
into  the  canal  within  the  Diatrici)  and  witli  a  canal  to 
the  interior,  tranqiorting  the  raw  material*  for  manufac- 
ture, and  easy  access  to  the  ocean,  where  is  there  a  pi>- 
sition  offering  greater  inducements^ 

The  coal  and  iron  of  Alleghany  are  inexhaustible j  and 
the  coal,  afier  careful  analysis,  it  pronounced  Id  be  one 
third  better  in  quality  than  any  bituminous  coal  in  thia 
country.  The  mineral  can  be  delivered  (when  the  tm- 
nal  ia  completed  to  Cumberland]  in  the  Eastern  eilie*  at 
one  third  lesa  in  price  than  they  now  pay  for  similar 
coal,  and  is  one  third  better  in  quatity.  The  inevitable 
eonaeqiience  then  is,  that  the  demand  will  not  be  con- 
fined to  the  valley  of  the  Potomac  and  the  citle*  of  tbe 
District  and  Baltimore.  However  large  ill  coB«ump> 
tion  may  be,  it  will  conalltute  but  a  small  Item  of  the 
tranaporiatinn  of  the  canal.  Ko,  airi  where  an  article 
indiaprnaable  to  human  eomfort  can  be  had  cheapeat, 
there  will  be  the  demand  and  the  marketi  and  the  re- 
■ult  is  apparent  that  the  Potomac  coal  will  enter  into 
the  eonaumption  of  every  family,  manufactory,  and 
steambnat,  of  the  Ealtern  States  and  elsewhere. 

What,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  lo  limit  the  trade  and 
revenue  of  the  Chetapeake  and  Ohin  canal,  but  its  ca- 
pacity lo  transport  the  articles  which  will  float  on  ita 
bosom?  And  what,  air,  it  thai  capacity'  Why,  sir,  it  Can 
trampuii  3,500,000  tons  per  annumi  vliicb,  averaging 
the  various  articles  of  trade  and  distance*  na*  g^trd, 
will  produce  more  than  one  (*ollsr  f*T  ton.  None  can, 
theretnrc,  question  the  capacity  of  the  canal  tn  aceooi. 
ptish  sll  the  purposes  iif  it*  construction.  Of  tlie  cor. 
recttteaa  of  these  view*  1  am  fully  penuaded,  and  rvile* 
rate  the  aM^^tion  that  the  atock  held  by  the  Diairicl 
citie*  tfforda  ample  security  to  the  Government  for  ±ny 
obligation  the  may  assume  on  their  account.  It  is  not 
from  choice  that  ihcy  propose  to  surrender  iheir  atoeki 
I'ut  from  dire  necessity,  from  the  pressure  of  their  em> 
barrannienta,  snd  having  no  niher  security  to  offer  you. 

We  look  forward  with  confident  hope  lo  llie  comple- 
tion nf  the  canal  in  about  two  yeara^  when  all  Ihe  aourcea 
of  ita  future  revenue  will  be  fully  developed  and  brought 
Into  active  operation. 

The  Stale  of  llar)Iand,  perceiving  the  stnigg)e  ma* 
king  by  her  niter  Slates  to  secure  the  rich  trade  of  the 
West,  to  her  exclusion,  has  reaiilved  no  longer  tn  rcl* 
nn  foreign  aid  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  work  so  ri- 
tally  important  to  all  her  inlereata.  She  Was  an  original 
subscriber  to  a  large  amount,  and  has  since  loaned  the 
company  93,000,000)  this  will  complete  about  140  milei 
by  the  next  apring,  leaving  only  between  40  and  30 
miles  to  be  constructed.  I'lie  same  enlightened  policy 
which  induced  her  to  proceed  thus  far,  will  stimulala 
her,  by  pn>mpt  action,  to  insure  the  carlieai  campletion 
of  the  work,  by  which  it  will  become  to  her  a  fruhful 
source  of  revenue,  and  reimburse  all  abe  may  advanoa 
in  its  construction. 

The  decisive  actk>n  of  Hai7Und,  in  providing  for  the 
Gnal  completion  of  the  canal  lo  Cumberland,  will  have 
an  iuMdiale  ioftucnc*  wt  Uw  ^ue  of  the  atoekt  ud 
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pmbibly  nite  it  ta  ill .  par  value.  Indeed,  Mch  U  the 
Gonftdenee  of  ihe  holdFn  of  th>t  Mock,  lh*t  I  queilion 
if  one  hundred  durei  could  be  purobwed  in  the  mr- 
ket. 

Tbmt  public  attention  and  vait  capital  are  directed  to 
(tie  coal  refpon  of  Allcghiny,  in  contemplation  of  the 
eoMpletion  of  the  canal,  ii  now  a  matter  of  record.  The 
Lc^ature  of  Maryland,  at  ila  lut  aesaion,  incorpora- 
ted railroad,  canal,  manufacturinj;,  and  bankinfr  compa- 
nies with  capital)  to  the  amount  of  flO,000,QOO  or 
411,000,000,  alt  in  the  mineral  reftion  of  Alleghany, 
•nd  acceiaory  to  Ihe  Chesa|>eake  and  Ohio  canal. 

Furelgn  capital  to  an  immenae  anMHinl  is  thui  intro- 
duced into  our  Statei  for  many  of  tile  capitallaii  of  New 
York  and  Beaton  are  concerned  in  Iheae  corporationa. 

Hr.  Chairman,  the  debate  on  thit  bill  haa  anumed  a 
nott  extraordinary  cliaraoter.  Genltcmen,  not  content 
with  ezprewn|[  their  diaapprobatlon  of  the  meaiurc, 
have  gnne  ao  tar  ai  to  attempt  to  make  it  a  party  quea- 
tion,  and  have  endeavored  to  rally  aid  to  (he  oppoillion 
by  appeal*  to  party  feelinp  and  prcjudicca.  The  Dia- 
(rict  of  Columbia,  having  every  claim  on  your  kindneH 
and  protection,  ii  treated  aa  an  oulcaal,  and  vieved  aa 
an  Intruder.  It  would  appear  that,  althaueb  a  portion 
of  the  American  family,  the  ii  unworthy  of  rour  coun- 
tenance, and  that  ihe  hu  neither  wanti  nor  intereita  to 
be  protected,  or  even  feellnjn  lo  be  reapected.  Sir,  I 
will  boldly  venture  the  aaaertlon,  that  no  civillMd  nation 
Ml  the  globe  haa  done  ao  little  to  ehcriah  and  promote 
the  growth  and  proiperily  of  ita  metropolii  aa  Iwf  tbe 
United  Statei. 

A  gentleman  haa  nid  that  he  could  not  dare  to  meet 
bii  coniUtuenti,  were  be  to  vote  for  thii  meaiure.  Sir, 
I  have  cooitituenti,  too,  of  whom  I  am  jually  proud, 
intelligent,  patriotic,  and  generouv,  whom  I  ihoutd  be 
uhaaed  to  meet,  were  I  to  vote  againit  this  mnture, 
and  hare  to  tell  them  that  my  vole  had  oon^gned  tbe 
netropolii  of  tbeir  country  to  the  hammer  of  the  auc- 
tioneer, and  that  I  bad  left  it  in  the  handa  of  foreign 
broken  and  atoekjobbera.  Sir,  Ilia  recital  would  rouM 
the  indignant  hluah  of  ahame  on  every  cheek. 

1  feel  confident  that  the  meaiure  of  relief  propcaed 
to  the  Diflriel  ciliei  will  meet  the  cordial  approbi '' 


•ert  the  contrary  muU  libel  them. 

Faai  thii  hill,  and  you  give  new  life,  hope,  and  ani- 
MaiHin,  lo  thii  community.  Tdu  invite  population,  en- 
terpriae,  and  capitali  you  diiperae  the  cIoikIi  which 
have  lowered  over  their  forlunei,  and  gUddcn  (heir 
bemru  wi^  reluming  be«mi  of  proiperily.  But  reverae 
the  picture,  and  you  leave  them  lo  the  mercy  of  foreign 
«reditor»— poor,  draponding,  bankrupt)  your  metropo- 
Ita  aold,  your  country  diagraced. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  JxftTii  waithen  negatived: 
Ayea  61,  noea  63|  when  the  committee  roie,  reported 
the  bill  M  amended  to  the  Houaet  and,  on  raotioo  of 
Mr.  HARDIN, 

The  ilouie  a^oumcd. 

Fais^T,  Mil  6. 
DEFENCE  OP  THE  WE8TEBN  FBONTIEH. 
Mr.  CAHBRELF.no,  from  the  Committee  of  Way* 
tnd  llean%  reported  a  bill  appropriating  f  1,000,000  for 
the  defence  of  the  Weatern  frontier. 

Hr.C.  aeni  to  the  Clerk'a  table  the  following  communi- 
cationa  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  and  tbe  quirtermaiter 
general,  lo  thow  the  neceaaily  of  tpeedily  diapoiing  of 
Ibit  billi 

Warn  Duuin»KT,  JUay  4,  183S. 
SiMt  In  January  lait  ordera  were  given  to  Hajot  Gen- 


eral Gaineitotakemeaiurei  for  the  defence  of  the  weat- 
ern frontier  of  Louiilana.  Rventa  which  were  then 
puaing  in  Teiai  led  to  the  belief  (hat  a  itate  of  thing* 
might  ariie  requiringthe  interpoiltion  of  the  Government 
to  pmtect  the  inhibiianti  of  that  portion  of  the  United 
Stale*  from  tiie  olamiliei  of  war. 

There  were  placed,  lubject  to  General  Qiinei'tordertt 
three  reglmenli  of  infantry  and  aawen  companiea  of  dra- 
Koonii  and  he  waa  initructeil  to  prevent,  by  force  if  ne< 
cenary,  any  armed  pirtie*  from  croaking  Ihe  boundary 
line  into  the  territory  of  the  United  Sutei.  He  wai 
alio  mformed  that  the  Ihirty.third  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Mexico  impoie*  upon  both  of  the  contracting  par> 
tie!  the  duty  of  preventing  ill  hostile  incunions  on  (he 
part  of  the  Indians  into  the  pr>aKi!>ions  of  the  othrri  and 
he  was  directed  to  take  the  necessary  meawre*  for  fiiU 
fililng  ihii  obllgalion  on  the  part  oF  the  United  Ststea, 
He  was  also  instructed,  if  called  upon  by  the  civil  author- 
ity for  any  aid  towards  enforclnK  the  law*  having  rela- 
tion to  the  neutral  duties  of  tho  United  State*,  to  render 
such  aiaistanee  a*  the  laws  preicribet  anJ  he  wa*  refeN 
red  to  Ihe  district  attorney*  of  the  two  districts  of  Louisl. 
ana,  for  their  opinion  upon  auch  point*  of  taw  connected 
with  hii  duty  as  might  ariM.  He  wia  alio  particularly 
advised  that  it  wa*  tbe  duty  of  (he  United  State*  to  n. 
main  entirety  neutral,  and  to  came  their  neutrality  to  be 
respected. 

By  information  recently  received  from  General  Gsinei, 
it  ippesr*  that  he  consider*  it  oecesnry  that  hi*  force 
should  be  increased,  with  a  view  (o  afford  proper  pro- 
tection to  the  fronliera.  He  ha^  therefore,  called  upon 
each  of  the  Govemora  of  Louisiana,  UisalMippi,  and 
TennesMe,  for  a  brigade,  and  upon  (he  Governor  of  Ala- 
bama for  a  badalioit  of  militia:  (he  whole,  or  as  many  of 
them  as  practicable,  to  be  mounted.  He  reports  that  the 
Mexican  forces  are  rapidly  approaching  Ihe  borderi  and 
he  anticipates,  that  as  soon  as  they  have  reached  Ihe  vi. 
cinity  of  the  Indiana,  theae  will  join  in  the  contrU,  and 
that  the  Indian  force  will  respect  no  boundary  line. 
And  the  operations  in  Texas,  aa  described  by  General 
Gaines,  cannot  hit  to  produce  a  favorable  rITect  upon  the 
cruel  dispoiition  and  predatory  habit*  of  the  Indiana. 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  lo  auggeat  to  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Way*  and  Heana  the  proprietv  of  an  appropri- 
ation of  one  million  of  dollar*  "  to  delrij  the  expeme* 
attending  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier  of  the 
United  Slates,  lo  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the  provision  of  the 
act  uf  April  5th,  lS3a,  making  appropriationa  for  tbe 
support  of  the  army." 

I  send  fnrthe  information  of  tbe  committeealetterfrom 
the  quarternuuler  general. 

Very  respectfully. 

Tour  moM  tdiedlent  lervant, 

,     LEW.  CASS. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Caxbbilixb, 
CAofrmon  CommMte  Wayt  andMamt, 

Hmue  of  Rtpraenlatittt. 

qUAaTBBKA*TIK    GlVIKAL**  OfTlCB, 

WtMhingbm  Citg,  Mag  3,  1830, 
Bib  (  The  operations  on  the  frontiers  of  Texu  will -re. 
quire  large  appropriationa.  I  have  a  requisition  on  my 
tible  fur  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  thai  aervice, 
and  have  not  a  dollar  to  meet  it.  1  have  received  a  tet- 
ter from  Ihe  asustant  quartermaster  at  Xaichitochea, 
repnrting  that  he  had  found  great  difficulty  in  obtaiaing 
land  transportation  for  five  eompanies.  The  wsgons  and 
borvea,  as  well  as  mules  for  packing,  must  be  taken  (Tom 
Ohio,  Kentucky,  or  Tennessee.  Should  the  operBliun* 
be  continned  through  Ihe  sesson,  on  tbe  scale  indicated 
by  General  Oainca'a  requiKtloM,  ■  nillioa  of  doUara  will 
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probibly  be  required  for  the  lervicc  of  Ibli  deputncitt 
tioae. 
I  hkve  the  honor  to  be,  lir,  70ur  obedient  tervaol, 
TH.  S.  JESUP, 
QuarlerBiailer  GattraL 
The  Hon.  Sidbitabt  or  Wab, 

WaMrigloa  CUy- 

Wab  DiMBTwuT,  Ma.y  5,  1836. 
Sib  :  In  coniequence  of  the  intimilion  contBined  in 
your  note  of  this  date,  I  beg  leave  to  criigerve  thtit  the 
request  for  tn  sppropristion  of  #1, 000, 000,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier,  in  my  letter  of  yeaterday,  wm  sjb- 
milled  to,  and  approved  bjr,  Ibe  President. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hon.  C.  C.  CiMBkiLEKo, 

Chairmon  CommilUe  of  Wayt  and  Meani,  H.  B. 

Mr.   CAUBRELENG  was  in  hopea  that  the   House 

would  R^ree  to  go  into  committee  on  tbia  meaaure  to-day. 

The  bill  waa  then  read  twice,  committed,  and,  togethei 

with  the  correspondence,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HAIL  C0KTRACT3. 

Hr.  COXNOB,  frooi  the  Committee  on  the  Port  OfBc« 
«nd  Po»t  Roads,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  joint 
reaolution  from  the  SenBle  to  change  the  time  of  m^ing 
Contracta  for  the  tranaportation  of  llie  malL 

Mr.  C,  moTcd  that  it  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  GRANGER  asked  for  ao:iiie  npUnation  of  the 
proposilion. 

Ur.  CONNOR  explained,  in  a  few  words,  the  object 
of  the  resolatian.  At  present,  the  mall  coiitracls  were 
pade  lo  terminate  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  ihe  tiscal 
year  of  the  Department  ended  on  the  lat  of  July.  The 
resolution  gate  the  Poitmaater  Geoeral  the  power  to  ex- 
tend the  contracts  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  lit  of 
July,  ao  as  to  make  the  contract  and  aical  year  terminate 
at  the  same  lime  hereafter.  This  would  add  to  the  con- 
venience of  all  parties  concerned. 

Hr.  GRANGER  doubled  the  propriety  of  legislalinr 
an  exieoaion  of  extstinfr  contracts,  aad  thereby  exclu- 
ding all  compelilion. 

The  reaolution  waa  (ben  paiaed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Ur.  CASEY,  from  Ibe  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands, 
reported  tbe  following'  resolution: 

Raohtd,  That  the  bill  to  '•  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands,  to  make  proTiaiun  for  actual  ■ettlers,  and 
to  cede  the  refuse  lands  Id  the  States  in  which  they  lie," 
be  made  Ibe  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  I7tb,  18ih, 
and  19ib  of  this  inilant;  and  that  it  Uke  precedence  on 
thoae  days  over  all  ether  business,  unleu  sooner  dls- 
pOMd  of. 

Hr.  VINTON  mored  to  amend  the  reaolution  by  in- 
serting, after  (he  word  '<  AMofucif,"  tbe  words  "That 
tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  lo  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
••let  of  the  public  Unds,  and  to  grant  lands  to  certain 
States,  and"~BD  aa  to  include  thia  bill  also  in  the  apecial 
order,  and  to  give  it  precedence  over  tbe  bill  named  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lajida. 

Hr,  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolulion  and  amend- 
ment  on  the  table. 

Hr.WlLLIAUS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  fur  (he  yeas 
and  naya  on  the  motioni  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 

Yua— Messrs.  Adams,  Bean,  Beaumonl,  Bockee, 
Douldin,  Bovee,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burni,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Cramer,  Cusliman,  Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
fQole,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Fry,  W.  K. 
uUer,  J.  GarUnd,  Gillct,  Olaacock,  Graatland,  Haley, 


J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hawes,  Hobey,  Hopkins  Howard, 
Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Jackaen,  Jarvis,  J,  JohoMD,  R. 
U.  Johnaon,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingenanith, 
Lanaing,  L«porte,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logut, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Hann,  J.  Hano,  i.  Y.  Mason,  W.  Ha- 
•on,  H.  Hasan,  UcKay,  HcKim,  HcLene,  HiUer,  Morgan, 
Muhlenberg,  Owent,  Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Pierce, 
Pbelpi,  Finckney,  Joeeph  'tujvM*,  Roane,  RogcM^ 
Seymour,  Sickles,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thoouon,  Touc«?,  Turner,  Turtill,  Vanderpoel,  Wag- 
ener.  Ward,  Webster,  We«^  T.  T.  Whittlesey— 91. 

Niii— Messrs.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Asbley, 
Bailey,  Belt,  Bond,  Boon,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carr,  Caaey,  G.  Cbambers,  Chapman,  Childa,  J .  F. 
H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Uarlington,  Denny, 
Dualap,  Evans,  Everett,  Foretter,  French,  P.  C.  Ful- 
ler, R.  Garland,  Grsnger,  Grave*,  Grayson,  Q^ennel^ 
Griffin,  U.  Hall,  Hardin,  Uarhin,  Harper,  S.  S.  Uarriaon, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Haieltinr,  Henderson,  Hieater,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  Huntaoun,  Ingeraoll,  W.  Jackaon,  Janes,  Jenifer, 
C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  Klnnard,  I>ne,  Lawler,  Lay, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Hartin,  S.  Hston,  Haury, 
McCarty,  HcComas,  HcKennan,  Meroer,  Morris,  Par- 
ker, Pettigrew,  Potts,  Keodier,  John  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Robertson,  Russell,  W.  B.  Shepsrd,  Blade,  Spangler, 
Bpiague,  Slandefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Watfaington,  White,  E.  Whitdeaey,  L. 
Williama,  S.  WilliMns— 91. 

The   House  being  equally  divided,  the   Speaker  n>- 

led  in  the  affirmative,  miking  the  vole  yeas  93,  naya  91. 

Bo  the  reuilution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  tbe  table. 

RELIEF  OF  TSE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUUBIA. 

The  House  proceeded,  in  further  execution  of  the 
special  order  of  Ihe  IM  of  April,  to  Ihe  consideration  of 
the  "  bill  for  the  relief  of  ibe  corporate  eities  of  tbe 
iMstrict  of  Columbia. 

Tbe  amendments  agreed  to  in  Ihe  Committee  of  Ihe 
Whole  were  concurred  in. 

Hr.  BHEPABD  aaid,  having  been  the  organ  oT  the 
cominiliee  through  whom  tbebdl  for  the  relief  of  tbe  aev- 
enl  District  cities  waa  reported,  he  was  aware  tbe  usual 
forma  of  legislation  required  he  should  state  the  reason* 
which  induced  the  committee  to  report  (he  bit)  in  its  pre»> 
ent  shape.  He  purposely  forbore,  on  yesterday,  makinf* 
any  reply  to  the  very  extraordinary  argumenta  wbich 
had  been  brought  against  the  bill,  because  be  thought 
it  waa  manifeally  injudiduua  to  enter  into  a  genual  ar- 
gument in  (hat  "dead  sea,"  a  Committee  of  ihe  Whole, 
where  (he  short  space  of  time  allowed  to  the  District 
buunesa  would  have  been  exhausted  without  the  poari- 
bility  of  any  Anal  result.  I  regretted  very  much,  on  yes- 
terday, lo  perceive  the  souroe  whence  the  strongest  and 
most  fatal  opposition  (o  this  bill  arose.  Gentlemen  aecm 
not  disposed  to  discus*  the  buainess  of  tbe  District  upon 
its  own  exclusive  merits,  but  they  go  abroad  in  search  of 
every  odious  topic  to  hurl  upon  iti  devoted  bead.  One 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Hiwxa]  labored  with 
mucbzeal  to  assimilate  thia  measure  of  relief  to  tbe  Hi^s- 
ville  toad  bill.  I  wisnot  fortunate  enough  lo  discover  the 
pertuieney  of  Ihe  genllemao'a  argument,  or  what  anal- 
ogy there  exlats  between  the  principles  of  this  bill  and 
the  Hayivitle  rend  bill,  which  was  vetoed  by  the  Preu- 
dent.  That  gentleman  waa  so  kind  as  to  give  some* 
thing  he  called  advice  lo  Ihe  individuals  composiaK 
the  Committee  for  Ibe  District  of  Columbia.  The  ser- 
vice on  that  commiitee,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  fully  aware, 
is  extremely  unpleasant — not  because  I  am  indiapoeca 
to  discharge  any  duties  which  nay  be  asaigned  me  by 
thia  House,  but  because  it  is  disgusting  to  wltnesa  the 
temper  snd  spirit  with  whicb  (be  most  ordinsry  appro, 
prialions  for  tbe  benefit  of  this  District  are  received  in 
ibit  Uoute.    Some  gcntlenea  Kem  to  regard  the  Dic- 
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triet  of  ColumlMft  with  Um  MBn  fadiugi  with  which  Aat- 
ton  KCUdMHiMl  Ufei  diejr  look  apon  ft  H  K  rat  undsr  «n 
cxhMMed  taeeirer,  i^wm  piditlM]  c«p«rica  nwy  diiplaj 


I  »m  GODKtiiHH,  lir,  from  leTeral  jtut'  experieDoe, 
that  creiT  thing  enncximnfi  the  Diiliict  of  ^olumbi* 
BMbupon  tbi«  floor  ■  coldoew  and  indifference  which 
■othinff  but  imperiout  neeeMity  an  jiutify  any  people 
in  Mlbaiilting  to;  nor  do  I  belierB  they  wMild  now  aeek 
the  MriMMoe  of  Conp«M  if  diej  could  penici*e  wj 
Other  empe  from  the  ntin  Hut  i*  ImpeodinK  over  them. 
At  the  comatMKCiiiMrt  of  the  preeent  Kiuon  the  Preudent 
of  the  Untied  Stalci.  in  hie  •nnotl  moMage,  pointed  oat 
the  Qondilion  of  Ibli  DMriot,  and  oiled  upon  Uong^reai  to 
«aniineuitoilaaAiTe,aiid,if  pon'ble,  appl^  a  remedy. 

The  CoiBiuittee  for  the  DiitriM  of  Columbi*,  to  whom 
lhi«  pertion  of  the  meMage  wai  referred,  to^lber  with 
wemori^lt  fivm  theMVcral  corpondMiB,  entered  upon 
the  inreitigation  of  the  lituaCion  of  the  Dulrict,  fully 
aware  that  the  dwiei  imposed  were  of  a  character  not 
Toluntarily  to  be  (ought.  A  conaciouneei,  however, 
of  the  ohltgat-on  tmpoeed  upon  erery  member  on  this 
fioor,  by  the  eonetitulion  of  the  United  Statei,  to  atand 
towudi  the  Dlitriot  t^  Columbia  in  ita  unfriended  con- 
di6oD  In  hm  parmtii,  Inapired  every  member  of  the 
eommitlee  with  a  rincere  deaire  to  apply  auoh  a  remedy 
■a  would  belt  relieve  their  diatrcai,  and,  at  the  nme  time, 
cncounler  the  fewest  prejudice*  on  tbii  floor.  Anima- 
ted with  these  viewa,  the  joint  committeei  of  the  Iwo 
Bouaei  of  Congrew  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  re- 
•pecCive  bodiei,  for  reaaont  let  forth  in  their  reporti, 
the  entire  aoumption  of  the  Holland  debt  of  the  District. 
It  is  unneceasary  now  to  go  into  any  reaaoni  lo  abow 
why  the  committee.  In  reportincr  the  bill  alluded  to, 
thought  that  the  Cougrtai  of  the  United  Stitei,  in  eier- 
cidng  the  dutiea  of  a  paternal  Leeiilalure  towarda  its 
Beat  of  Goreroment,  might,  while  it  was  juat,  be  like' 
wiae  liberal.  It  is  sufBcient  for  me  to  say  tbat  [he  bill 
now  before  ua  does  not  eitetid  to  Ihii  District  that  relief 
which  the  cominillee  thought  it  was  justly  entitled  to.   . 

The  bill  before  ui  li  nothing  mure  than  the  batd  bar- 
nin  of  a  rich  capitalist  with  a  needy  borroweri  who,  al- 
though he  geta  ample  eonaideration  fbr  the  use  of  his 
money,  is  very  carefiil  lo  lake  the  very  beat  aecurity, 
where  poverty  but  not  the  will  conaenti. 

Ttie  memorialiata  of  the  three  corporaliona  (Waahing- 
ton,  Oeorgelown,  and  Alexandria]  represent  Ihemselves 
■■  ID  the  same  condition,  arising  from  similar  cauaeai  in 
a  word,  thej  are  in  a  alate  of  hopeless,  remediless  bank- 
ruptcy, unless  we  paaa  the  bill  now  before  us. 

The  committee,  in  commencing  Iheir  inquiries  into 
the  condition  of  the  several  cities  of  this  DisiricI,  assu- 
med it  aa  a  principle  that  they  all  stood  in  precisely  the 
same  relation  towarda  the  Federal  Oovernmenl.  The 
whole  District  ia  ibe  residence  of  the  Government,  snd 
each  part  is  alike  entitled  to  all  the  advantages,  as  it  hu 
to  bear  the  disadvantages,  of  that  position.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  has  not  made  It  obligatory 
on  the  Qovernment  lo  occupy,  for  its  purposes,  so  large 
a  space  as  precisely  ten  railea  square.  Since,  however, 
it  has  been  thought  proper  to  embrace  wtlhln  the  limits 
of  thi*  District  the  corporations  of  Georgetown  and  Al- 
exandria, the  committee  felt  themselves  bound,  by  etery 
principle  of  justice  and  fair  Irgislatlon,  to  embrace  those 
two  corporatioas  within  the  roeature  of  their  relief,  psr- 
(icularly  when  they  had  Individual  and  substantial  claims 
opon  the  Justice  and  liberiliiy  of  Congress.  "" 

Before  proceeding  into  any  particular  statement  con- 
cerning the  bill  before  us,  1  will  make  a  remark  which 
Justice  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  re- 
quirea.  That  committee  found  not  only  the  Unanclal 
state  of  the  UiMrict  in  a  daplon^l*  condition,  but  Cke- 


wiae  ita  mnnteipal  regulations  and  lawa  requiring  Ibe  at- 
tention of  Congress.  Attempts  have  been  frequent^ 
made,  for  aeveral  years  past,  to  call  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress lo  these  aubjectsj  but,  from  a  variety  of  eanaes, 
they  have  hitherto  &iled.  The  committee  found  the 
finances  of  the  District  the  paramount  cause  it  its  dia- 
treM,  and  to  their  relief  have  directed  their  principal 


The  bill  beibre  the  committee  ia  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, adopted  by  that  body  as  a  substitute  for  Ibe  bill 
agreed  upon  by  the  joint  comroilfees  of  the  two  Houaea, 
and,  as  I  before  obierved,  less  liberal  towarda  the  tHs- 
Irlct  than,  in  the  opinion  of  those  committees,  it  deaerr- 
ed.  Thia  bill  propoees  to  assume,  on  bbhatf  of  the 
United  States,  the  evidences  of  the  debt  due  by  the  Di«- 
triet  oitiet  to  individuals  in  Hollandi  and  lo  pay  out  of 
the  Treasury,  lo  the  corporate  authoKlies  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  sum  oFCi49,650  08)  to  the  authorities 
of  Georgetown,  the  sum  of  1116,795  48|  and  to  the  au- 
thorities of  Alexandria,  thesumor«114,&4()  U. 

The  second  scotion  of  the  bill  provides  that  the  sev. 
eralolties,  previous  to  receiving  the  aforesaid  sums,  shall 
depoaite  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Stalea  tho  stock 
held  by  then  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany, which  stock  shall  be  vested  In  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  SUte^  lo  be 
held  in  trust,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Ibe  dividends, 
givingto  the  corporations  the  right  of  redemption,  within 
ten  years,  provided  they  repay  to  the  United  Slates  the 
amoantwhicb  shall  be  paid  underand  by  virtueof  this  act. 

The  only  objections  which  have  been  brought  agsinst 
this  bill,  and  which  1  think  worthy  of  any  attention, 
were  against  reminding  to  the  several  cities  the  tfiS  1,000, 
of  coals,  interest,  and  charges,  incurred  by  them  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Holland  loan. 

The  other  was  a  oonstitulional  objection  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  holding  slock,  either  In  fee  or  In  trust. 
I  da  not  Intend  to  enter  the  bog  of  a  CDnstitulional  di*. 
ctiaslon  on  tbi*  floor.  I  supposed  the  Uislrict  of  Co- 
lumbia wat  considered  a  aort  of  exclusive  place,  where 
every  gentleman's  peculiar  notions  might  Sourish  and 
take  root,  without  annoying  bis  neighbor.  Those  per- 
son* who  can  see  no  distinction  between  the  powers  cf 
the  Government  within  this  District  and  within  the 
Slates  can  be  convinced  by  no  argument  in  my  power 
to  produce.  It  has  been  said,  what  right  ha*  Congress 
to  lake  money  fi*om  the  I'reasury  of  the  nation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  District?  t  will  answer  such  a  queilioD 
by  asking  a  similar  onei  what  right  has  Congreaslo  take 
money  from  (he  District  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation? 
And  yet  we  have  seen,  (exclusive  of  the  sums  collected 
under  the  direct  tax)  that  the  Federal  Treasury  has  re- 
ceived since  1815,  from  (he  district  of  Alexandria  alone, 
more  than  Iwo  millions  of  money  by  means  of  duties  on 
merchandise  imported. 

Is  the  Federal  Government  to  be  towards  the  District 
a  lion's  den,  with  all  the  tracks  going  in,  but  none  com- 
ing outr  I  presume  neither  the  Stales  of  Maryland  nor 
Virginia  would  have  had  the  cruelty,  or  been  unnituial 
enough,  to  have  ceded  any  portion  of  their  population 
to  a  Government  which  would  have  avowed  the  princi- 
ple, that  it  was  under  no  moral  obligation,  or  possessed 
no  power,  to  aid  the  reaourcea,  to  relieve  the  dlstre**, 
or  to  provide  for  the  welfare,  of  those  who  were  so  un- 
fortunate as  lo  be  consigned  to  its  care. 

If  a  majority  of  thia  House  should  believe  themselves 
placed  in  thi*  unfortunate  position  towards  the  people  of 
thia  District,  llieir  situation  is  not  only  deplorable  but 
remedilesst  ihey  will  be  under  the  dominion  of  a  Govern- 
ment not  permitted  to  sympathize  with  their  distreis, 
omnipotent  fbr  evil,  yet  worthless  for  all  the  valuable 
purpoaes  of  life. 

The  objection  which  bt*  been  made  to  paying  the 
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ten«l  and  «lurgei  klretdy  incurred  bj  the  citie*  ia 
equ*llf  untenable.  The  principle  of  thii  bill  ii  tbii: 
that  Con^ren  take  the  itock  of  tho  eitien,  and  repftf 
what  that  ilock  bai  coat.  Certainly  itentlemen  are  not 
cliipoaed  to  drt*e  a  Jew's  bargun  with  thCM  people,  to 
ipaculace  upon  their  ncceMaliet.  If  we  are  juaiiflsble 
in  taking  tbe  stock,  ve  certainlf  ou^ht  to  pay  what  that 
■tock  hu  coatf  otherwlas  ve  take  from  Iheae  corpora- 
tioFvl  all  tlieir  afailable  propertf,  and  le>Ta  them  wilh  a 
heavy  debt  incurred  by  ihia  property.  For  ihould  the 
bill  pua  upon  the  principle  of  Ukin^  the  alock,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  alone,  we  leave  thecorporatiom 
etnbarraind  with  heavy  debta  incurred  by  thia  Itock, 
The  city  of  Waahingtim  will  owe  CSSO.OOO  of  money, 
borrowed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  on  thia  Holland 
loan,  exclusive  of  other  casta  and  eharecs.  And,  iir,  if 
we  take  tiieir  stock  without  paying  att  the  debts  incur- 
red by  the  city  in  consequence  of  this  alock,  we  leave 
them  ibMred  of  Iheir  proteolion  against  Ibe  bitter  blasts 
of  hnpeleat  poverty. 

Were  we  to  be  governed  in  ourlrgislation  esclusively 
by  the  consideralion  that  the  Untied  Blitn  should  take 
ample  and  sofBcient  security  for  all  pecuniary  apprC' 
priations  towards  the  seal  of  the  Federal  Gavemment, 
1  sincerely  believe  that  that  security  will  be  found  in  tbe 
plcdice  of  stock  provided  for  io  the  second  aeclion  of 
this  bill.  1  think,  air,  the  moat  timid  IcgisUtor  which 
this  body  contains  should  have  all  his  fears  far  the  pub. 
lie  money  allayed,  when  it  ia  inveiled  in  such  securities 
as  have  hiiherio  been  thought  lufftcienl  by  tho  shrewd- 
est money-changers  oflhe  country.  Those  personswho 
%re  willing  to  bound  Iheir  ideas  of  the  duties  and  obliga- 
lioni  of  a  Govtrnmeat  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
broker's  shop,  will  here  find  that  the  Government  will 
have  that  security  for  the  loan  it  is  proposed  to  make, 
which  individuals,  guided  by  pecunlsry  interest  slone, 
have  thought  amply  sufficient.  And,  air,  can  we  aik 
any  more  than  thiiF  la  the  Government  of  the  Dnited 
Sutea  la  play  the  part  of  an  avaricious  yet  iltnid  miser, 
who,  while  his  soul  is  ncked  with  tbe  de»re  of  increas- 
ing bis  stare,  ails  gloating  wilh  tremuloiu  anxidy  upon 
his  countless  hoards.'  II  is  an  opinion  now  entertained 
in  ihis  section,  by  those  persons  who  have  the  best  sour- 
ces of  information,  that  when  Ibe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  is  completed  to  Cumberland,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  coal  mines,  the  stock  will  be  worth  its  entire  cost 
to  the  original  proprietors.  If  this  opinion  is  a  sound 
one,  (his  Government,  in  the  pledge  which  is  offered 
them,  have  ample  security  for  every  dollar  which  it  is 
propused  to  appropriate  lo  Ibe  benefit  ol  these  corpo- 
rations. And  that  Ihia  opinion  ii  a  sound  one,  we  have 
the  asaursnce  of  Maryland,  whoie  eiimple  ii  worthy  of 
our  imitation.  TbU  Stale,  with  an  enlightened  liberal- 
ity vhich  doea  her  councils  great  credit,  hsa  Ulely 
loaned  the  Chfupeake  *nd  Ohio  Canal  Company  two 
u  llion*  of  dollsrst  and  she  has  now  a  scheme  before  her, 
wblcli  her  Cnei^  and  intelligence  will  doubtless  adopt, 
of  loaning  (he  company  three  millionl  motf,  with  kfizcd 
delermi nation  of  compleling  thia  great  work. 

I  mention  these  facta,  because  I  think  they  auslain  the 
position  Which  I  have  assumed,  thai,  shnuld  Ihia  bill  paai, 
Congress  will  have  ihe  beat  anurance  which  prudence  and 
intelligence  can  give  them  that  their  money  wilt  be  safe. 

The  Diiirict  cities  tell  us  they  are  poort  Ihey  are  in- 
solvenl;  that  they  feel  utterly  incapable  of  suitalning 
Ibcmseives  under  the  accumulated  burdeni  which  now 
rest  upon  themt  they  aik  from  the  only  Government  to 
which  they  can  look  in  tlic  eilremity  of  iheir  distress, 
not  Id  distribute  alma  from  the  public  granary,  but  to 
fclieve  their  industry  from  the  incubus  that  weigha 
iiPon  it,  by  loaninif  to  them,  for  a  few  years  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  auperfluity. 

That  tbe  great  embkrnMmeQt  of  this  District  is  cbiefiy 


to  be  attributed  to  the  large  sobscrtplion  it  made  lo  the 
canal,  is  doubtless  truci  it  is  likewise  tnie,  they  werv 
imprudent  in  over«siimating  their  resourcei^  in  itiempt- 
ing  to  execute  a  work  which  more  properly  belanged 
to  the  ai^nning  Siatea,  or  to  the  nation.  It  is  unneoes' 
sary,  however,  at  this  lime,  to  dwell  upon  this  part  of 
Ibe  subject)  their  error  was  one  common  lo  our  ^ouns 
country,  where  energy  and  enterprise  far  autatrip  Uw 
plodding  caution  of  the  Capitalist.  Our  country  may  well 
be  proud  that,  wilh  the  resources  of  infancy,  she  hat 
undergone  and  is  undergoinff  the  labors  of  mature  age. 


the  career  of  improvement,  much  older  nations^  who 
have  burled  their  talent,  and  are  now  looking  on  with 
smaiement  at  the  rapid  flight  of  their  young  compelllor. 
And  if  the  people  of  thia  anomalous  Diatriet  have  caoght 
■  few  sparks  from  the  flame  which  is  blaiing  around 
them,  we  al  least  ought  not  to  be  loo  harah  in  our  cen- 
Bure  upon  the  rashness  of  their  undertakings. 

Apart  from  the  cnnuderation  that  Ibe  atock  in  the  ca- 
nal, owtted  at  this  lime  by  the  several  cities,  and  which 
the  bill  proposes  to  take  as  a  aecurliy  for  loaning  to  tha 
Diatriet  tbe  entire  sum  that  stock  has  coal  Ihem,  there  to 
another  consideration  which  deserves  the  attention  of  Ihia 
body.  WehavebefareusaletterfromibeSeerelafyofiha 
Treaaury,  in  which  he  says  "  be  haa  reoeived  from  tha 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington  the  unplra*ant  infor- 
mation of  Ihe  inability  of  the  corpotsition  of  WashingioM 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  ontbeTosB 
contracted  under  the  act  of  Uay  24lh,  1S38.  Tour  let- 
ter has  been  aubmilled  to  Ibe  Preaidenl,  and  he  has, 
with  great  regret,  felt  obliged,  in  compliance  wilh  Ihe 
protiiions  of  inst  act,  to  appoint  Tench  Ringgold,  Esq. 
Ihe  collector  of  the  tax  imposed  thereby  lo  meet  the  dfr' 
ficiency  which  st  preaent  exists)  that  deficiency  anMHiatt 
to  Ihe  sum  of  (37,500,  as  will  be  aeen,"  Ice. 

It  is  unnecrassry,  at  this  time,  fur  me  to  enter  very 
parlicularty  into  Ihe  connderatinn  of  Ibe  provialona  at 
this  act  of  the  34ih  of  May,  1838|  It  is  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve that,  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  the  District 
eitiea  contrscied  Iheir  Holland  loant  that  the  United 
States  stand  pledged  to  the  Holland  crediton^  that  if  iho 
money  is  not  paidby  a  certain  time,  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  cause  the  money  to  be  collected  and 
piid  into  the  public  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hol- 
land creditors.  The  President  has  already  been  notified 
that  Waahington,  tha  prin^pal  dcblor,  is  unable  to  pay. 
The  question  now  arises,  and  it  is  one  inevitably  forced 
upon  us,  from  which  there  is  no  escape— ehali  we  stand 
by  and  see  the  District  of  Columbia,  Ihe  cspital  of  tho 
United  Slates,  sold  at  public  suction,  for  the  benefit  of 
a  foreign  creditor,  and  the  Prcsidrnt  of  the  United 
States  compelled,  by  ^our  own  tow,  to  play  the  suclion- 
eer  of  Ibe  capital  of  liis  country  f  Or,  sir,  shsll  we  inter- 
pose, as  the  gusrantor  of  the  debt,  tske  the  securiiy, 
and  discharge  the  claim?  Were  I  disposed  to  appeal  to 
the  American  feeling  uf  ibil  House,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
I  would  meet  with  but  one  reiponsei  but  I  am  not  dia- 
poscd  to  urge  Ihit  bill  upon  any  such  grounds)  I  think 
the  District  has  merits  of  a  higher  chsracter,  which  need 
only  lo  be  understood  to  be  admitted. 

II  might  here  be  very  properly  asked,  what  authority 
had  Ihe  Coagresa  of  the  United  Slates  to  lay,  or,  if  you 
please,  to  sulhorize  others  to  levy,  ft  laX  upon  tbe  ciiiea 
oflhe  District  of  Culumbia  of  (1,500,000,  to  cut  a  canal 
through  the  Alleghany  mountains!  I'his  certainly  is  not 
a  tax  for  municipal  purpoiet;  and  1  preiume  it  will  not 
be  contended  that  Congress  have  a  right  lo  authoriia 
tsxea  within  the  District  far  any  oilier  purposes,  unlesa 
those  taxes  are  uniform  throughout  Ihe  Union,  wbicb 
the  conatltution  of  the  United  Statea  baa  made  indiapen- 
sably  iteeessary  I«  every  specjei  of  Uxatien. 


A_.OOglC 


3501 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


H^i  6,  1S3«.] 


DUtriet  of  Columbia. 


llie  Mine  conttructlon  of  the  powers  of  Con|Te"> 
which  would  kuthariie  &  locil  l>i  wicliin  thii  Diiinct  to 
cutft  canilin  the  SMtMoF  Maryland  and  Virfpnla,  would 
juitiry  •  timilar  tax  for  deepenm;  the  HniMippi,  I 
will  not  enlarfie  upon  thl»  ptrinli  1  cill  aimply  aay  thaf, 
were  I  a  ciliien  of  thii  Diatrkt,  in  poiacnion  of  prnperty 
acqaired  linee  the  pumge  of  (he  law  of  Har,  1828,  and 
the  collector  mppointed  under  that  act  were  to  attempt 


ion  of  my  country  if  my 


M  lell  my  ratate,  I  would  at  leut  inqi 
learned  in  the  UttiindcDnatitulionof  i 
doubt!  were  well  faunded.  „, 

that  the  act  of  1838  ii  perfectly  correct,  th«  qufaiion 
arite^  and  it  it  one  which  preiaet  upon  our  immediate 
attention,  hat  not  Ihia  GoTcmmenl  incurred  reipnnaibili* 
liet  towardi  the  foreign  crtditon,  which  injuaticeand 
ftimew  it  ii  bound  to  diachargef  I  ihinfc  ii  clearly  hia. 
The  act  of  CungreM  and  the  correapDodence  of  the  Bee* 
peiary  of  (he  TrcwuTy  unequivocally  plaoe  the  Federal 
Oovernment  in  the  cundili(»i  of  guarantor  of  (he  Holliod 
debt.  "Hie  Secretary  of  (he  Treaniry,  Ur.  Ruali,  wl^tes 
a  letter  (o  the  Meiara.  Baring*,  in  which  he  uyi,  "  (he 
nation  it  Inlereatcd  in  the  object  to  which  tlie  limn  looki, 
and  hat  pri^vided,  in  varioui  ways,  for  the  advanceinent 
of  (hat  object,  aa  well  at  pledged  rocana  under  ita  con- 
trol for  the  aecurity  of  (he  loan.  1  deem  it  proper, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Prrndent  of  the  United 
Etate^  to  make  the  inquiry.  With  what  good  fai(h  thit 
GuTcrnmenl,  lince  iti  adupdon,  bat  fuifilTed  all  the  pe- 
cuniary ubtigaliona  that  have  attached  to  it,  need  not  be 
aald  on  Ihia  occaaion."  He  filrthcr  aay*  in  hit  rrmtrkt 
on  (he  loan,  addrctted  to  foreign  capitalitti:  "  Here  it  a 
ipccific  fund  act  tpirt  for  him  ((he  foreign  capi(alitl) 
by  (lie  b«(  it  coniiiu  of  real  and  perMnal  ettate  within 
tht  metropolit  of  Ihe  natiunt  (hia  calate  i>  tubjected  to 
Uiation  in  full  and  adequate  amount  to  pay  the  debt. 
The  Governmenloflhe  United  iitatet  ia(tic  auperintend- 
ing  power,  bound  lo  walch  over  hia  iuterctt^  to  tee  that 
he  it  paid,  and  paid  punctually." 

It  it,  liuwever,  unneceHary  to  rummage  over  the 
voluminoui  and  tediuui  curreipondence  of  the  former 
Secretary  lu  find  exprcttiuni  calculated  (o  induce  the 
belief  on  the  mind  oF  the  foreign  credi(or  (ha(  thit  Cdv> 
ernment  would  guaranty  (he  debi.  The  act  of  Con- 
grcta  containt,  in  my  opinion,  tufficlent  for  that  pur- 
pate,  and  aucli  would  be  (he  deeition  of  any  reapectable 
court  of  GunpcientjurtMliction.  Unleaa  aomc  five  yeara* 
•enrice  on  thit  fluur  baa  obhterattd  from  my  mind  every 
rEQtnant  «f  law  I  ever  putaeaacd,  I  hazard  nothing  in 
Myinr,  that  where  an  indiriUual,  by  leder  of  credit  or 
otberwite,  indueet  a  money-lender  to  loan  money  to  a 
Tricnd,  tliat  individual  becooiet  a  gimrantuT  of  (be  aol- 
vency  of  hit  friend.  Whether  lliii  it  tound  law  or  not, 
the  foreign  credi(or8  to  conaidered  ii,  and  upon  that 
view  or  the  tubject  loaned  (heir  moneyt  and,  air,  I  hope, 
when  the  cuntingeney  aritet,  thit  Government  will  never 
drgrwle  iiaelf  from  the  high  poiition  i(  now  occupiet  . 
among  the  natiunt  of  (he  earth,  by  availing  ittclf  uf  a 
legal  quibble  to  avoid  a  pecuniary  obligation. 

If,  tiien,  thit  Government  ttand  towardi  llie  foreign 
eredtton  a*  guaranlort,  what  it  our  condition  if  the  Dit- 
trict  ciiiet  tliould  be  unable  to  pay  1  At  all  evenit,  (he 
Prendent  of  the  United  Siatet  it  compelled,  by  tbe  act, 
to  atlempt  (he  collection  of,  thit  debt.  The  citiea  have 
told  ut  ihey  have  itruggled  on  at  long  as  It  wat  in  their 
power  to  do.  Id  (be  language  ot  (he  Waihinglon  me- 
morial, "  the  whole  revenue  of  the  city  la  inauificlent  to 
pay  the  debtt  of  (he  city.  I'hey  tre  no  lunger  able  to 
open  and  improve  t(reeta,  to  light  the  cily,  to  erect 
twidget,  or  even  to  provide  for  the  poor."  In  a  word, 
M  Borporttion^  they  are  Inaolvent. 

Can  thi*  debt  be  collected  by  the  Prrtidentr  The 
debta  ut  (he  corporation  of  Waahinglon  amount  to 
91.886,079  50}oratorg«IOWato94(U,148  «l(Of  Alex- 


andria to  U7r,176  96;  toul  about  93,769,000.  Thia 
rill  have  to  be  collected  almoat  entirely  from  the 
real  rttaie  within  the  three  corporation!,  Mr.  Ruth,  in 
hia  communication  to  the  foreign  creditor*,  when  h« 
aeema  urging  all  the  argumenlt  which  hit  ingenuity 
could  array  to  give  them  confidence,  eatinutet  (he  aa- 
tetaed  value  of  the  property  wi[hin  the  city  at 
«9,000,000|  Georgeown  and  Alexandria  t3,flX),(nO 
each,  total  value  #10,000,000.  Thk  aMetament  waa 
doubtlcM  at  that  time  beyond  the  real  market  value  of 
the  property.  It  wat  a  timeof  great  proeperily,  of  high 
hopea  aiid  flattering  eipectationt.  Since  (hen,  propeny 
faaa  declined  in  (hit  Dittrict  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  in 
vatuei  ainec  the  oommencement  of  the  aeaaion  of  Con- 
greaa,  property  of  the  moat  elegible  character  haa  told  at 
public  auction  in  tbn  city  at  about  one  fourth  of  iti  origi- 
nal coa(.  Suppoae,  however,  tbe  uiteneumbered  vaKw 
of  the  real  eatate  within  the  Dittrict  it  reaBy  «S.O(W,000. 
when  we  take  info  contideration  the  numeroua  roortgagea 
and  deeda  of  truat  which,  in  all  embarraaaed  communt- 
(iea,  apread  over  the  land,  I  aik  thia  committee  if  thej 
think  it  poitible  for  the  Preaident  to  collect  near 
f3,000,000  n^m  auch  a  eommunil)?  I  am  told,  from 
(he  beat  au(hority,  that  the  thing  it  impracticable.  Who 
are  to  become  (he  purchatert?  The  foreign  creditonP 
No.  They  tayi  We  look  to  the  Government.  They 
know  very  well  that  the  people  of  the  United  BUtea 
will  not  permit  themaelvea  lo  be  denounced  as  cheat* 
and  impoatort,  in  every  money  market  throughout 
Europe,  for  to  paltry  a  turn  aa  (h'la  foreijtn  debt.  The 
credit  of  all  American  atocki  would  auffer  thrice  (hat 
amount.  Are  the  individuilt  of  (he  United  SUtet  to 
becwne  purchaaeraF  No.  They  will  not  buy  a  per- 
petual debt)  Ihe  Government,  then,  murt  enter  the  field, 
and  in  every  lot  buy  a  taviuit.  A  eondi(ian  of  thinga 
not  to  be  drwred  by  any  man  who  conaulta  either  eeono. 
my  or  the  character  of  the  coun(ry. 

It  it  frequently  aaid,  but  I  think  without  a  aufHcient 
Invettigation  ot  thit  matter,  that  the  people  of  the  Die- 
trict  brought  thia  burden  upon  (hemaelvea,  and  abould 
be  made  (o  bear  i(. 

At  (hetiroeofthepaaaageof  (heant  of  1S38,  internal 
improvement  aeemed  to  be  the  tetlled  policy  of  the 
Government;  Mich  wat  the  opinion  in  thit  tection  ot  (he 

The  canal,  at  originally  contemplated,  waa  to  be  but 
thirty  feet  wide  and  three  feet  deept  a  dimeiiaion  within 
the  capacity  of  thoae  who  commenced  it.  The  attention 
of  (he  Government  wat  attracted  to  it,  and  it  wa*  called 
and  conaidered  a  gr«al  national  work.  Ihe  act  of  24th 
Uay,  1818,  lobicnbing  $1,000,000,  waa  patted  upon  con- 
dition that  thcdimcniiona  of  the  canal  thould  be  enlarged. 
To  Ihii  cauae  (the  enlargement  of  the  canal)  ii  to  be  at- 
tribuled  Ihe  delay  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  the  es- 
hauatlon  of  (he  funda  of  (he  company,  and  the  consequent 
embarraatment  of  the  proprietori.  If  the  Government, 
by  the  enlargement  uf  (he  canal,  hat  embarraaaed  (he 
concern,  and  tubiequently  withdrawn  from  it,  ahe  ought 
at  leait  to  put  her  poor  coparinera  in  Ihe  lame  condition 
they  would  have  been  In  bad  (hey  never  been  aaaodated 

One  of  the  cittea  of  the  Dittrict,  (I  mein  Alesandrit,) 
with  a  prudence  and  a  caution  juatifled  by  her  aitoation, 
previoua  to  adventuring  to  large  a  part  of  her  capital  in 
(he  Chctapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  awaited  the  aciion  of 
Govcmmenl,  and  aubaorihed  her  money  under  (he  im- 
preaaion,  and  almot(,  1  might  aay,  full  underelanding, 
that  the  Government  regarded  thiawork  u  belonging  to 
(he  nation. 

lait  fair,  then,  can  it  be  called  Juit,  towardi  the  poorer 
coptrtnera,  for  (he  Qovernment  (o  withdraw  from  thia 
undertaking,  and  upbraid  them  with  precipitancy  in  thia 
bttwieit— with  bavrng  gone  beyond  Umt  laeantr    t  do 
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not  intend,  Mr.  Spe^er,  to  ditcuM  (be  proprietr  or  im- 
proprietj  of  thit  Qo*en)inenl'i  withdrawing  from  mcb 
underUkingtt  with  that  thii  bill  hu  notbing  to  dog  nor 
do  I  Willi  to  advert  to  wch  mattera  further  than  this  oe- 
cenity  of  the  tr^ment  cooipeli  me. 

Should,  however,  the  ooiwideratioM  wluch  have  been 
mentioned  fail  in  producing  conviction  upon  the  mlnda 
of  the  meinben  of  thit  Hoiue  thu  they  ought  to  pan 
thi*  bill,  ibere  are  claim*  anintt  the  Oorcmment,  let 
forth  in  the  memoriai  of  the  oitiieni  of  Waahinglon, 
wbieb  will  more  (ban  juUify  the  pa««>ge  of  thii  bill. 
BBdutive  juriKliction  over  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia  wai 
trBU^erreo  to  the  General  Government,  under  the  firm 
beGef  Ibat  the  people  of  the  United  Slate*  would  czer- 
oiae  toward*  Ibeir  capital  thoae  enlarged  and  liberal 
viewa  which  are  uMial  in  older  cominunitiea.  It  waa  not 
auppoaed  ihal  the  building  up  of  a  city,  auilable  to  the 
want*  of  thia  great  people,  woald  be  left  to  the  private 
exertiona  of  individuala  who  might  be  attracted  here 
either  by  buaineaa  or  pIcMurei  atill  leaa  wm  it  contem- 
plated (lut  the  Government  would  ever  deiire  to  apecu- 
late  upon  tba  nccuaitiea  of  thia  oooaalonal  population- 
It  waa,  at  all  eventi^  aoppoied,  by  those  peraon*  who 
were  concerned  in  aelecting  thia  ipot  for  the  General 


Government,  that  the  eilyof  WMbingtonhadaretiduarv 
intereat  in  the  proeeeda  of  the  aalea  of  Ihoae  lot*  which 
had  been  tranarerrcd  to  the  Governmenl  by  the  original 


proprietory  which  inlereat  wai  to  be  appr<^ri«led  to  Ihi 
improvement  of  the  city. 

Upon  thia  principle,  how  doe*  the  account  atand  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  cilyf  Four  firtba  of  the 
building  lota  within  the  dty  of  Waahington,  ezcluiiveof 
large  reaervaUona,  were  given  lo  the  Government  by  (he 
original  proprietor*,  under  an  impreawon  which  cxiatcd 
at  the  time,  that  the  Government  would  lay  out  and 
build  up  a  city,  which  would  make  the  remMning  fiflh 
which  the  proprieliira  reaerved  extremely  valuable. 
Tbia  anlicijiaiion  hai  been  moat  wofully  dinppointed. 
The  rxtenaive  plan  of  the  city,  united  with  the  eon- 
traeted  policy  of  the  Government,  hu  blatted  all  theae 
reaaonable  hopea.  Let  ua  for  a  moment  inititule  an  ac> 
oount  between  the  General  Government  and  the  Dia- 
trict. Tbe  Statea  of  Maryland  and  Vir^nia  gave  with 
the  Diatrict  SI92,000(  there  haa  been  received  into  the 
Treaaury  of  tbe  United  Statea,  in  money,  from  the  tale 
of  city  Iota,  the  sum  of  $741,034  45;  unaold  lata  are  eati- 
inaled  at  #109,300.  If  we  eatimale  the  public  ground* 
and  reaervationa  by  the  aame  principle,  the  GovernmeDt 
will  have  received  from  the  granta  and  donations  ntade 
to  it  upwarda  of  ^,600,000,  a  large  portion  of  which 
waa  received  prior  lo  1794.  It  ii  uaual  with  thoae  per- 
•on*  who  come  lo  Waahington,  and  who  are  daxzled  bj- 
the  magnificence  of  the  public  buildingi,  to  conclude 
that  the  Government  has  been  very  liberal  to  ill  eapital- 
Such,  however,  i*  not  (he  firct.  To  an  inquiry  which 
waa  put  to  the  Commibioner  of  Public  Building*  in 
December,  1834,  be  made  the  following  reply;  "The 
whole  amount  paid  by  tbe  Government,  from  ita  com- 
mencement to  the  present  time,  fi^  ibe  city,  and  not  for 
iu  own  accommodation,  haa  been  9430,8^  30;  half  of 
tbil  sum  waa  for  a  court  houae.  Jail,  and  penitentiary) 
ezpendilurea  which,  neccaaarily,  were  to  be  borne  by 
Coagrcsaa*  the  excluuve  Legislature  of  the  Diatricl)  tbe 
remainder  waa  neatly  all  expended  fur  the  grading  and 
paving  of  Pennsylvania  avenue — a  thing  which  1  very 
well  recolleci  (having  been  in  Congreaaatthe  lime)  waa 
done  more  for  the  convenience  of  member*  traniacting 
public  butineia  than  for  the  citizena.  Thui  we  aee, 
Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  inatitute  an  account  between  the 
Qovemment  and  the  city,  we  eao  paaa  thia  bill,  and  not 
have  discharged  all  our  (Aligationa. 

There  ia  yet  another  burden  which,  in  my  luiinion, 
baa  been  myually  thrown  upon  ttic  corfMnUion  oiWaih- 


ington,  and  which,  alone,  abould  induce  thia  Houae  to 
paaa  thia  bill.  The  United  Statea  have  always  claimed 
exclusive  and  entire  propertj^  over  the  atreetaof  thia 
cilyi  their  right  has  been  sustained  by  a  dedsioB  of  tba 
Supreme  Court;  and  the  United  SImtea  can  encloae  th* 
streets  whenever  it  pleaaei  the  Congreaa  ao  to  do,  with- 
out the  dighteat  regard  to  the  intereat  or  coaveoieiM*  of 
tbe  ciliiena.  A  right  moat  uaually  carries  with  it  a  c«r- 
reaponding obiigalion-  Now,  tberigbt  oftbe  Goverament 
lo  Ibe  aoil  of  the  atreeta  of  Waahington,  wbiBn  conpled 
with  that  of  supreme  juriidiction,  would  aeem  to  implj 
an  obligation  on  the  Government  lo  open  and  improve 
theae  streetai  Such,  however,  ho  not  been  the  couin 
of  tbe  Governmenl- 

In  ilie  plan  originally  adopted  by  the  Government  for 
Ibe  city  of  Washington,  tbe  width  and  ezlenl  of  the 
streets  were  upon*  scale  vastly  beyond  Iheneeessitieaof 
any  rendeat  population  which  will  ever  be  found  here. 
All  thia  waa  done,  doublleaa,  to  gratify  the  naltonal 
pride,  or  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public;  wh/, 
then,  abould  not  the  nation  pay  for  theae  eipenaive  taiteaf 
The  United  Stateasremuct)  (be  Urgeii  proprietor*  of  real 
estate  wilhin  the  city,  and  yet  they  have  paid  compara* 
lively  nothing  toward*  the  improTemeni  of  the  atrect*, 
whilst  individual  owners  of  lota  have  paid  more  (ban 
0400,000.  1  can  perceive  no  principle  which  can  juatifj 
the  Oovemraenl  io  not  paying,  along  with  other  pro 
prielor*,  for  the  improvement  of  atreeta,  which  add  to 
the  value  of  her  properly,  particularly  when  the  Gov- 
ernment claims  tbe  right  of  property  In  the  ilreeti^ 
points  their  direction,  and  describes  tbnr  dimcnuonai 
maltcn  over  which  tbe  corporation  of  Washington  ean 
exercise  no  control,  but  are  tbe  mere  paiuve  inatni- 
menta  of  the  people  of  (he  United  Sule*.  If  the  Umted 
Statea  had  paid  in  proportion  to  the  properly  (hey  hold 
within  tbe  city,  a*  other  proprietor*  have  dooe,  (heir 
proportion  (owarda  the  expense*  of  the  city,  aince  the 
year  1803,  would  at  thia  lime  amount  to  more  tbui  (he 
entire  debt  of  (he  corporadon.  And  certainly,  Hr- 
Chairman,  (here  cu)  be  no  {mposilion  presented,  which- 
i*  lesa  objectionable,  or  which  abould  mope  readily  re- 
ceive tbe  aHent  of  every  jual  mind,  than  (hia;  that  lira 
Government  should  pav,  along  with  other  proprietor*^, 
for  the  improvement  of  atreeta,  which  are  indiipenaable 
to  the  accommodation  of  the  people  of  tbe  Union,  aod 
the  olEcerawhoare  iranaacting  the  bunnessof  the  nation* 
.T.I..   ^:.: jijj  oorpof^iion   j,f  Washington  have. 


advantage*!  they  liave  buill  up  a  city  for  tbe  ai 

dalion  of  tbe  people  of  tbe  United  Slatet,  under  tbe 
mott  adverae  circumatancea,  with  but  little  aid  from  ita 
wealthiest  and  largest  proprietor,  without  foreign  com- 
merce or  internal  trade.  The  largest  and  richeat  city 
in  your  Union,  the  emporium  of  your  foreign  commeroa 
and  domestic  trade,  the  reservoir  uf  the  national  wnkb, 
baa  llila  aeauon  had  one  branch  of  her  induatry  relieved 
by  (bia  body  from  a  great  e^mityi  tbe  metropolia  of 
the  nation  appeal*  to  you,  in  a  oaae  of  unprecedented 
embarraaament,  to  take  all  her  availaUe  property,  and 
relieve  her  from  a  debt  irtiiclk  ahe  ia  utterly  unable  lo 
P*7- 

Hr.  CbMrman,  1  have  urged  tbe  variou*  claim*  whicli 
I  think  thia  District  has  upon  the  justice  of  Congress 
because  1  think,  from  their  variety  and  MMindne**)  evnr 
gentleman  on  tbia  floor  may  find  ample  justifieatioa  in 
"iting  for  thia  bill. 

Tbe  people  of  tbiaUtatrict  stand  toward*  IhcCongrew 
of  the  United  States  in  a  peculiar  and  unusual  poaitioet 
they  are  excluded  from  many  of  thoae  righta  which  are 
dearest  to  an  American  boaomi  they  have  no  voice  upon 
this  floor)  to  them  we  owe  no  reaponaibililyi  they  can 
nuke  no  appeab  bat  to  our  justice  aad  bumaaityi  and  I 
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[H.  orR. 


do  tniii  tli*l.  In  >n  AmeriMn  Congreu,  that  *ppe*1  will 
ncTcr  ba  nltde  in  mm. 

When  the  GoTtrnmcnt  wti  poor  anil  needy,  Individ  j^li 
aided  fou  In  building  up  the  nietropolii  of  Ihe  ntlioni 
nov,  when  you  ire  rich,  when  yoj  are  embimsied  with 
yoar  weiitb,  render  lo  thoie  who  were  your  friends  in 
your  hour  of  need  *  ^mple  act  of  Justice. 

I  h>Te  thus  endeavored,  Mr.  Chairmin,  aa  niccinctly 
a*  I  could,  to  preient  to  the  memberi  of  thia  body  (he 
varioua  point*  of  vie*  in  which  Ihii  bill  claima  their  con- 
iideralion.  If  we  intend  lo  do  any  thing  for  the  relief 
of  Ibis  eommuniiy,  we  cannot,  in  joslico  and  fairnen, 
do  leu  than  pan  the  bill  before  U9|  leu  than  thii  will  be 
merely  to  protract  for  a  few  years  the  aufFerings  of  this 
people.  Let  ui  at  once  wipe  ofF  every  aembianee  of 
pecuniary  reiponaibility  of  the  Government  for  the  Dia- 
tricE  of  Columbia,  and  for  Ihe  future  beware  how  and 
for  whom  we  endorte.  Whatever  we  intend  to  do 
aboald  be  done  quicklyi  the  tax-gatherer  ii  abroad,  and 
buiily  at  work)  "bit  dot  mi  dlo  dot."  Should  you  re> 
fuae  to  paM  thIa  bill,  you  devote  thia  District  to  inevita- 
ble deatnietiont  you  will  drive  beyond  iti  limita  every 
■nan  who  i*  not  content  to  live  by  the  daily  dole  from 
your  Treasury;  pass  it,  and  you  will  no  lon^r  view, 
from  thia  Capitol,  deaerted  streets  and  decaying;  villigcst 
you  will  open  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  your  countrymen,  and  Washington  will 
yet  realize  the  eipectations  oflU  immortal  founder,  and 
become  the  heart  of  a  great  community,  sending  back 
to  the  remotest  extremity  of  the  Union  the  life-blood  of 
the  nation,  invigorated  and  purified  by  tbe  healthy  ac- 
tion of  the  centre. 

Mr.  HABDIN  spoke  at  length  in  oppositton  to  the 
bill.  He  contended  that  (here  wsa  no  debt  due  to  the 
District  or  to  the  citiea,  and  that  point  he  wished  to 
ahow.  He  Mid  the  amount  propuaed  to  be  paid  was  a 
million  and  a  half  of  principal,  bcNdes  to  repay  all  the 
espenaes  and  interest  which  had  accrued  in  coniequence 
of  the  manner  in  which  they  chose  to  obtain  the  loan. 
He  believed  the  principal  vaa  payable  in  Hollandi  and 
ifao,  the  difFerenee  of  exahange  would  make  it  equal  to 
#1,650,000  in  tbe  United  States.  The  interest,  he  knew, 
waa  payable  there  aemi-annually,  and  would  amount  to 
tSS,50ll  per  year)  and,  taking  the  principal  and  interest  ' 
akine,  the  whole  amount  would  be  twenly-seven  or  eight 
bandred  thousand  doUarai  which,  with  the  amount  of 
9680,000  they  were  called  upon  to  pay  for  expense* 
previously  incurred,  and  for  back  interest,  would  amount 
in  Iha  whole  to  the  sum  of  thirty-two  or  tbirly. three 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

He  said,  if  the  Government  owed  this  amount,  he  wa* 
willing  to  pay  it)  or,  ifihey  owed  any  part,  he  was  wil- 
ling lo  pay  auch  partt  but  he  would  aay  they  did  not  owe 
one  cent.  He  then  reverted  to  an  error  in  the  meniorial, 
which  showed,  he  said,  a  want  of  candor,  or  a  want  □! 
knowledge.  It  was  said  that  the  proprietors  surren- 
dered Ihe  land  of  the  District  for  the  nominal  price  of 
five  ahillinKat  but  he  read  the  articles  of  agreement  to 
show  that  the  Government  paid  for  all  they  wanted  for 
public  use  twenty-five  pounds  per  acre,  and  aaid  that 
the  sum  thus  paid  was  more  than  the  whole  land  waa 
worth  before)  and,  besides,  that  the  remaining  land  waa 
equally  divided  between  the  Garernment  and  the  pro- 
prietora.  This  public,  he  said,  waa  the  people  of  the 
United  Slatea,  and  not  the  people  of  (he  Diatrict,  and, 
on  account  of  the  original  purchase  of  the  land,  (he 
people  of  the  Uistrlot  had  no  claim  on  the  public. 

1'li«  District  had  no  claims  on  the  score  of  the  original 
division  of  the  lots,  lor  that  wa*  fairly  made  at  the  time. 
They  had  none  on  the  score  of  atreeia,  for  the  proprie- 
tor* gave  in  the  land  for  the  sireeta,  in  consideration  of 
tbe  great  Increaseofvalue  in  the  land  they  should  retain) 
and  lirom  that  time  they  had  become  bighwayi  for  tbe  twe 
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of  every  one.  He  then  spoke  of  other  matters,  aooh  a* 
the  support  of  civil  government,  and  of  the  judicial  de- 
partment, which,  he  aaid,  in  all  the  States,  were  main- 
tained at  the  expense  of  the  9tiles,  by  direct  laxe*  on 
the  people,  auch  aa  poll  taxes  and  taxes  on  property.  la 
thia  respect  Ihe  District  was  fivored.  The  judgea  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States^  who  hold  their 
aeanons  here,  were  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 
The  District  Judges,  who  stand  in  the  same  relation  to 
thia  District  ai  Ihe  juditeB  of  Suie  eourlx  do  lo  Ihe  Stales, 
were  also  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the  marshal  and 
diatrict  attorney  alao  were  paiil  by  the  Qeneral  Govern- 
ment. A  jail,  court-house,  and  penitentiary,  had  been 
built  at  Ihe  public  expense)  and  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  had  been  annaally  expended  here  for  the 
administration  of  justice  atone.     The  support  of  civil 

Kvernment  in  the  city  had  cost,  from  tbe  beginning,  not 
s  than  9450,000. 

Then,  #150,000  had  been  expended  in  erecting'a  free 
bridge,  {130,000  had  been  sunk  in  that  mud  hole  of  a 
canal  to  Georgetown)  and  he  had  been  told  that  the  cor- 
poration kept  that  mooFy,  and  paid  out  theirown  paper, 
which  waa  worth  only  forty  cents  on  Ihe  dollar.  For  tha 
avenue  {130,000  had  been  paidi  for  buying  out  the  old 
bridge,  inordertomakethe  new  one  free,  |l50,000  had 
been  paid)  to  scrape  the  mud  out  of  the  river  had  coat 
9100,000)  and  9100,000  hid  been  sunk  in  Ihe  Potoroao 
for  an  aqueduct.  The  whole  amount  paid  for  such  pur- 
pose* for  the  District  would  be  more  than  93,300,000. 

He  said  the  claim  must  reat  upon  some  other  ground 
than  that  of  a  pretence  even  that  the  Government  owe* 
Ihe  District  a  debt)  and  then  he  went  on  to  argue  that 
Ihe  Government  has  no  more  power  to  pay  the  debt* 
owing  by  the  people  of  this  District  than  to  pay  thoaa 
owing  by  the  people  of  Virginia  or  Kentucky.  If  ■<  waa 
contended  that  Congress  has  power  to  make  internal 
improvemenia  In  the  Diatrict,  he  would  aay  that  thia 
money  waa  expended  out  of  the  District.  The  debt  of 
the  District  the  House  wa*  called  upon  lo  pay  was  con- 
tracted for  money  spent  on  a  canal  which  hardly  enters 
the  District, but  Is  extended  lo  the  west  from  Georgetown. 

He  objected  alto  to  taking  stock  in  this  way,  and  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  one  of  the  granted  powers  in  the 
constitution.  This,  he  thought,  being  a  propoMlion  to 
take  the  stock  as  security  merely,  and  at  srcond.hand, 
was  nothing  more  nor  leaa  Ihan  ktockjobbing.  If  any 
body  could  ahow  him  the  difference  between  this  taking 
stock  as  a  pledge  and  ordiniry  atochjobbing,  he  would 
worship  him,  and  he  ahould  be  hia  great  Apollo. 

If,  then,  it  was  put  on  the  ground  that  the  claim  wa* 
on  account  ofa  debt,  he  would  say  it  was  no  debt.  If  it 
was  put  on  the  ground  that  it  was  for  expenditures  for 
improvements  in  the  Diatrict,  he  would  say  it  was  not 
*pent  in  the  District.  If  it  ia  said  the  loan  is  made  on  a 
security  of  stock,  then  he  would  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  stockjobber*. 

The  stock,  he  remarked,  was  at  forty  cent*  on  the  dol- 
lar, and  it  had  gone  through  Ihe  whole  limeatone  country, 
Ihe  lumber  and  grain  countries,  and  did  not  yield  a  dollar 
orprofil)  ond  he  did  not  think,  if  it  could  be  continued  to 
the  coal  country,  that  it  would  be  any  more  profitable, 
because  the  coal  was  not  required  in  any  great  quantitiea 
in  this  region,  and  because  it  was  not  of  a  quabty  wbich 
would  be  used  while  better  coal  is  at  hand. 

Alter  some  general  remarks  on  the  character  of  tha 
people  of  the  Diatrict,  and  their  want  of  energy  and  in- 
duatry,  Ur.  H.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  knew  they 
were  embarnuwed,  but  they  became  so  of  themKlves; 
and,  a*  other  people  are  obliged  todo,  they  ought  to  get 
out  of  it  themselves)  and,  so  far  aa  he  was  concerned, 
his  eonatituenta  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
drill*  of  a  people  for  which  tbey  had  received  no  pre- 
mium for  a  giunuitec. 
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Mr.  THOHSOK,  of  Ohio,  then  moTed  to  iDMnd  the 
bill  by  (trikinKDut  Ihe  following rrom  thciecond  Bection: 

"  To  be  held  in  trust  to  reccite  the  dividendi  orii"  and 
alio  the  proviio,  «■  aniended,  "  Tbil  if  Ihe  Mid  corpo' 
rale  authoritiet  of  lald  ciliea  ahall,  wilhin  ten  yeari  alter 
the  piasa^  of  thia  act,  repay  to  the  United  Stttei  the 
amount  which  ahall  be  paid  under  and  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  for  and  on  behalf  of  Ihe  uid  corporate  aulhoritiea,  re- 
■pectively,  with  ill  intercat  that  may  accrue  on  paymenta 
linada  by  the  Government,  deducting  whatever  dividend* 
may  have  been  received  by  the  United  Statea,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaiury  for  the  time  bein^  ahall  thera- 
upon  transfer  and  deliver  up  the  aaid  alock  to  the  mid 
corporate  lutboritiea  to  repaying  the  Hid  auma  to  the 
United  States." 

And  on  the  amendment  Hr.  T.  talced  the  yeai  and 
nay»i  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UERCEH  roae  and  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tleroan  from  Keatuckj,  [Hr.  Hixntv,]  inaupport  of  the 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  roae  to  make  a  lUtement.  He 
ftnd  aeverjl  of  hia  frienda  were  willing  and  detiroui  to 
par  the  HolUnd  debt,  and  lake  Ihe  atock  of  "-' 


be  »nd  aome  others  would  most  cheerfully  vote  for  iti  if 
not,  Ihey  would  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  It  va> 
for  Ihe  frienda  of  the  bill  to  decide  whether  they  could 
gel  along  with  the  bill  without  thoae  votea.  He  would 
merely  add,  that  the  motion  then  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio[Ur.  Tboxsos]  waa  the  wme  Mr.  U.  had 
himaelf  made  yeiterday,  and  he  ahould  of  coune  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  HAWE8  moved  a  call  of  the  Houae:  loit. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  waa  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeaa  89,  naya  67. 

So  the  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  JARVia  then  renewed  the  motion,  aubnulted  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  Gral  section  of  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  that 


and  also  lo  atrlke  o 


e  wohle  of  Ihe  cecond  a- 


Mr.  J.  nve  notice  that,  if  thia  motion  ahould  prevail,  be 
would  follow  it  up  by  a  further  amendment,  having  ref- 
erence to  interest. 

Mr.  GBAVE3  moved  to  amend  Ihe  amendment  by 
■Iriking  out  ill  the  firat  aeclion,  from  the  word  "and," 
in  the  lOlh  line,  and  retaining  the  aecond  leclion  as  it 
waa  lo  the  original  bill,  by  which  the  United  SUtes  would 
aaaume  to  pay  Ibe  Holland  debt,  ind  lake  Ihe  stock  of 
the  corporationa  in  the  canalt  which  Ur.  JABVIS  ac- 
cepted as  a  modification. 

Hr.  UAWES  aiked  for  Ihe  yeaa  and  naya  on  the 
amend  me  nt(  which  were  ordered)  and  the  queation  be- 
ing taken,  it  waa  decided  in  Ihe  afGrnuttive:  Yeaa  108, 

Hr.  JARVIS  then  moved  atill  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  ipproprialing  a  sum  not  exceeding  {73,000  for 
the  payment  of  interest  now  due  on  the  Holland  lowi 
and  rcmaininfr  unpaid. 

Hr.  LINCOLN  suggested  that  the  interest  was  provi- 
ded for  ilreidy  in  the  first  tection  of  the  bill,  by  assu- 
ming the  whole  of  the  obllgatinna. 

Hr.  JAUViS  replied,  that  the  firat  aeclion  coniem- 
plaled  only  ihe  interest  theresher  accruing,  and  not  ihe 
interest  already  due. 

The  amendment  was  a|;reed  to,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  PAHKEK  renewed,  in  a  modified  rorm,  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ycater- 
dayt  which  was  loat. 

Hr.  PARKER  then  asked  for  the  yeas  snd  nay*  on  lb* 
■    '  "le  billj  which  were. ordered. 


Hr.  HABDIN  moved  to  strike  outthe  wntd'-depodte," 
in  the  second  aection,  and  insert  the  word  "tnntferi" 
and,  at  the  auggestioD  of  Mr.  UniawooD,  strike  <Hit  the 
word*  "  in  the  hands  of  the,"  and  iotert  the  word  "trf* 
Ihe  aaid  Secretary  of  the  Trcaturyi  which  amendment 
wu  agreed  to. 

Ur.  LINCOLN  moved  to  subalitute  the  word  "  and" 
for  "Provided,  always,"  in  the  second  tectiDni  whkti 
waa  agreed  to. 

Hr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  strike  oat  tbe 
whole  of  Ihe  second  section. 

Hr.  EVANS  thought  it  doubtful  whether,  aa  Ihe  bill 
then  atood,  Ihe  corporations  of  the  three  cities  would 
accept  it,  and  resign  their  stock.  If  any  of  them  ahould 
refuse  II,  Ihe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  would  have  no 
power  to  proceed. 

Ur.  GRAVES  expluned  the  eHect  of  the  Mil  in  its 
amended  form,  snd  remtrked  that  tbe  gautlemao  from 
Maine  need  be  under  no  uneaainesi  on  aceount  of  rilher 
of  those  cities  refusing  to  accept  tbe  bill. 

The  amendment  of  Hr.  Uuox  wu  then  rejected, 
without  a  count. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  ordering  the  atocitd- 
tnenti  of  ihe  House  to  Ihe  Senate's  bill  to  be  engroased, 
and  it  wa*  decided  in  Ibe  affirmarivei  Yeaa  109,  nays  71. 

So  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOPKINS  remarked  that,  as  th'i*  wu  a  very  irs- 
portant  bill,  he  would  ask  for  the  yea*  and  nay*  on  it* 
final  passage. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  aaid  there  were  not 
less  than  sixty  memben  abaenti  and,  as  ihe  bill  appro- 
priated no  leas  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollar*  out  of 
the  public  Treasury,  he  ahould  like  to  aee  a  lull  Hooae 
voting  upon  it.  He  therefare  moved  an  adjournment. 
Lost. 

Tbe  call  for  the  yeas  and  naya  was  then  alto  lost. 

Mr.  HAWBS  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nayat  but  the  Hoot*  refused  to  order 
them,  and  the  motion  waa  loat. 

Mr.  UANN,  of  New  York,  then  renewed  the  call  ftr 
the  yeaa  snd  nays  on  the  final  passage  of  the  billt  wbicb 
were  ordered,  and  were  t*  follow*: 

Yaia— Ueasr*.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Henan  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bockee,  Borden,  Brig;gB, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  George  Cbambera,  Childa,  Cleve- 
land, Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Denny,  Doublcday,  Everett,  Fairfield,  Pariin,  Fowler. 
Pry,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Bice  GarUnd,  Glascock,  Granger, 
Grennell,  Haley.  Joseph  Hall,  Uamer,  Harlan,  Samuel 
S.  Harrison,  Hizeltine,  Henderson,  Uiealer,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  lageraoll,  Ingham,  William  Jackson, 
Jabez  Jackson,  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Richard  U.  John- 
son, Henry  Johnaon,  Kilgore,  Kinnard,  Klingensinitb, 
Lane,  Liporte,  Lay,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  L«*e, 
Lucas,  Job  Msnn,  Hosea  Mason,  Samson  Haaon,  He- 
Kennsn,  McKim,  Mer^r,  Miller,  Mllligan,  Uohlenberg, 
Page,  Patterson,  Pettigrcw,  Phelps,  Phillipa,  Pincknry, 
Polls,  Ripley,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Slsde,  Spsn([ler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Turner,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Vinton,  Wigener,  Ward,  Wsrdwell,  Waih- 
ington,  Webster,  White,  Elisha  Whittleiry,  Thomat  T. 
Wliittleaey— 103. 

N«is — Messrs.  Ash,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bond,  Bouldio, 
Bovee,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Csrr,  Carter, 
Casey,  Clispman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  P.  U. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Coffee,  Co1e«,  Connor,  Cuslunan, 
Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  French,  William  K.  Ful- 
ler, James  GarUnd,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Qravei^  Hardin, 
Hawea,  Haynea,  Hulsey,  Hopkins,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cava 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones^  Lansing,  Lawlar,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lyon,  Abijab  Mann,  Hanin,  William  Haaon, 
Uaury,  HeComas,  McKay,  HcLciw,  Horria,  Owensr 
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Pwkn-,  Pilton,  Pnnkrin  Pierce,  Peyton,  John 
Joaeph  RefDoldn,  Rome,  Itobertaon,  Ro^i 
SeroHHir,  AufuMine  H.  Sheppenl,  SprtKue, 
Jobn  Tbotntan,  Toueer,  Sherrod  Wiltliini— b 

So  the  bill  wei  ptned. 

Ur.  W.  B.  8HEPARD  M«).  u  there  were 
of  other  irnportant  bills  connected  with  the 
Cohtmbii,  he  moved  that  to-morrow  be  Ml 
their  coniideration. 

Hr.  HOAR  (Uftfreited  Mondij. 

Mr.  JARVI8  remarked  (hat  thej  had  nt 
•eaakiD  aeren  hours,  and  had  appropriated  a 
a  half  of  money,  and  he  therefore  moved  ; 
Bent)  but  be   withdrew  the    motion,    to 
Speaker  to  present  tho  following  i 

7b  tfn  Smatt  aad  fibuM  of  B^trttniativat 

Beliering  that  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  July,  1B3S,  doea 
not  enable  (he  EzecullvB  to  carry  into  effect  the  recent' 
If  negotiated  additional  Brticle  to  the  treaty  of  limits 
with  Mexico,  I  herewith  trsnimit  to  Congreia  copies  of 
that  article,  that  the  neceaury  legiilAtive  provitiona  may 
be  made  for  its  faiibful  execution  on  the  part  of  the 
Cnited  Suiea. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WuBt»T*«,  May  6,  1838. 

Mr.  JARVI3  then  renewed  bis  motion,  and 

Tbo  Houae  Mtjounied. 

SUCBDAT,  Mat  7. 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  molkm  of  Hr.  CAMBRELBNG,  and  b^  unanimous 
conaent,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  (he  Union,  (Mr.  Baiossln  the  chair,)  on 
the  anwndmentt  of  (he  Senate  to  the  genenl  appropria- 
tion bill. 
Varioua  unimportaat  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 

The  commKtee  disagreed  to  the  Senate's  amendment 
appropriating  91,600  for  extra  compensation  to  the 
judge  for  llie  caitem  district  of  Florida,  for  aerricea  dU' 
ring  the  yean  1835  and  1836,  under  the  set  of  33d  of 
May,  1838)  and  alio  |S00  for  extra  compensation  to  the 
judge  of  the  middle  diitrict  of  Florida.  This  waa  ana 
of  the  clauses  in  (he  original  bill,  a*  reported  by  (he 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  and  which  was  struck 
out  by  (he  House. 

The  Senate  had  struck  out  the  hem  of  fSOO  for  tranala* 
tionafor  the  Digest  of  Commercial  ReguUtioni  of  Foreign 
Countries,  and  inserted  In  lieu  thereof  an  appropriation 
of  #5,883  34  for  completing  the  laid  Digest,  by  printing 
a  tlurd  volame  thereof.  The  Senate  had  also  Mruck  out 
dte  appropriation  of  (30,000  towards  the  Documentary 
niatory  orihc  American  ReToIutlon. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  briefly  explained  that  (he  last 
item  had  been  struck  out  in  the  Senate  by  general  con- 
lent,  as  the  money  would  not  be  due  till  December  neitj 
and  it  waa  preaumed  that,  by  that  time,  a  aatisfactory 
arrangement  could  be  made  in  reference  lo  (he  work,  or 
Congreaa  assured  of  the  propriety  of  its  continuance. 
At  an  events,  it  would  be  quite  lime  enough  to  make  the 
appropriation  next  lenion.  file  Senate  had,  however, 
added  an  amendment,  which  had  been  rejected  by  the 
Houae,  for  printing  the  third  rolumo  of  the  Commercial 
Digest  of  Foreign  Countriesi  and  Mr.  C.  sent  (o  the 
Clerk's  table  a  letter  in  explanation  of  the  eontenis  of 


the  pcblication  of  Ihii  work  provided  also  for  the  thin 


Hr.  SUTHERLAND  replied  that  the  act  contempla' 
led  only  two  volumes,  bul  it  had  been  found  impoaiible 
to  embrace  the  compilation  within  thai  compass.  Th« 
act,  however,  provided  For  the  cnmpletion  of  the  work, 
and  ila  intention  ought  to  he  carried  into  effect, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  a  divtiion  of  the  que»- 

Tbe  two  branches  of  the  amendment  were  then  ae* • 
erally  agreed  to,  without  a  count. 

The  Senate's  amendment  appropriating  the  turn  of 
015,606  for  printing  and  binding  the  eighth  volume  of 
the  second  series  of  Galea  &  Beaton's  American  State 
Papen,  and  providing  for  the  diatrlhution  of  the  nnie, 
was  then  taken  up. 

Ur.  CAMBRELBNG  stated  the  fact  that  this  appro- 
priation wt«  in  execution  of  an  act  of  Congren. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  how  much  money 
had  been  paid  on  account  of  thii  work.  He  distinctly 
recollected  that  when  the  last  appropriation  was  made, 
it  waa  aaid  that  it  would  be  enough  to  complete,  tbe 
work.  Now#t5,000  more  were  asked,  ind  heiupposed 
next  seaaion  we  should  be  again  called  on  for  f  15,000. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  replied  that  there  waa 
HO  such  underatanding  when  tbe  laal  appropriation  waa 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  nid  Ihia  work  had  already 
eoat  the  conntrr  1155,000,  or  more. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Heaars.  GRENNELL,  Hc- 
KAT,  and  TOUCET,  the  amendment  waa  agreed  toi 
Ayes  B3,  neei  43. 

Tbe  other  amendmenti  of  the  Sciwte  #ere  Ihen 
agreed  lo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELBNG,  the  committee 
took  up  and  considered  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
bill  providing  for  the  aalariei  of  certain  officer* 
therein  named,  (ertra  clerki,]  and  for  other  purpoaeai 
and  the  amendment  waa  concurred  in. 

I  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBRELENG,  the  commlttea     ' 
then  rosei  and  the  bills,  a*  amended,  were  reported  l« 
the  House. 

The  Houae  then  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  tli* 
Whole  in  their  agreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment  lo 
the  last -mentioned  bill,  after  a  verbal  amendment  there- 
to being  inaerted,  at  the  luggeslion  of  Mr.  McKAY. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  lo  (be  civil  aervice  hill 
were  Ihen  taken  op,  ai  reported  from  tbe  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  leverall*  concurred  in,  wilh  the  excep- 
tion of  the  one  disagreed  to  in  committee,  and  that  reu. 
ting  to  Galea  (c  Sealon'i  American  State  Paperii  which 
bit  waa  excepted  to  by  Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON. 

The  amendment  providing  for  extn  compeniation  to 
the  judge*  of  (he  eaalem  and  middle  diitricts  of  Florida 
WIS  then  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  Ibeir  dingreement 

The  amendment  wis  briefly  diienned  by  McMrs. 
OWENS,  CAMBRELBNG,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and 
PARKER,  when  the  report  of  the  committee  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  Senate's  amendment  diaagreed  to. 

The  Senate's  amendment  in  relation  to  Gales  b  Sea- 
ton's  American  State  Papera  being  then  taken  up, 
'    Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  asked  fur  the  yeai  and  naysi  which 
were  not  ordered;  and  the  amendment  waa  agreed  lo. 

An  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  ioint  resolution  of 
the  House,  to  suspend  the  sales  of  lands  acquired  bt'tha 
treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  creek,  wai^  on  motion  of  Mr, 
BBLL,  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  WESTERN  FRONTIER. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  asked  the  consent  of  the  Houia 
lo  go  into  committee  on  the  bill  reported  yeaterday,  for 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  hoped  the  genUeauui  would 
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permit  leveral  billi  reUting  to  tbe  Dittrict  of  Columltii 
to  be  digpoied  uT  to-day. 

Mr.  (;AMBBSLENG  would  cbeerrulljr  >id  the  gen- 
tlemtn  in  the  ttlalnment  of  bii  object  on  HondR/  nesl. 

Objection  being  made,  Hr.  C.  moved  to  luipend  the 
rule  for  the  purpoie  itated.  The  bill  which  be  pro- 
posed to  take  up  ought  not  to  be  poitponed.  He  hul 
wirned  the  Houk  a  month  aince  th«t,  in  reiitian  to  the 
'  defence  of  the  frontiers,  they  were  ilumbering  upon 
their  poBti,  »nd  before  mother  montb  ebpted  Ihey  would 
find  that  he  hid  not  been  miit&ken. 

Hr.  H0PKiN3  aiked  for  the  yeu  and  niyi  on  the 
motion  to  luipend  the  rulei;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Yeu  135,  niya  34,  >■  rollowc 

Till— Heurs.  Adimt,  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ash- 
ley, Biiley,  Be>n,  Belt,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Boree, 
Brown.  Buneh,  Burns,  J.  Cilboon,  Ctmbrereng,  Omp- 
bcll,  Cirr,  Carter,  Ciaey,  Chapman,  N.H.  Claiborne,  J. 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Colea,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cramer,  Cuihing,  Cuihman,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dlcker- 
ion,  Daubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlmp,  Everett,  FairSetd, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fr«nch,  Fry.  W.  K.  Fuller,  J.  Gar. 
land,  R.  Garland,  Gillet,  Glaicock,  Granger,  Grantland, 
Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harriwin, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Hiwes,  Raynes,  Hiealer,  Holaey,  Hop- 
kins, Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntaman,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham, 
3.  Jackwn,  Janea,  Jirvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C.  Jobnaon, 
H.  Johnson,  B.Jones,  Judson,  Kennon,  Kinnarri,  Klin- 
Kenamith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lay,  G.  \je«,  J. 
Ijte,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lu- 
cu,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  J.  Y.  Ma- 
son, W.  Haion.  H.  Mason,  Maur)',  HcCarty,  MoComas, 
McKay,  McRennan,  McKeon,  McLene,  Hilligsn.  Mor- 
gan, Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson.  Pst- 
ton,  F.  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pinckney.  John  Reynolds.  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Ripley,  Roane,  Roherlson,  Rogers,  Ruuell,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade, 
Sloane,  Sprague,  Slandefer,  Slorer,  Sutherland,  faylor, 
J,  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tur- 
ner, Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Washington,  Websier,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T.  Whittle- 
sey, S.  Williams— 155. 

Nats— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bond,  Briggs,  W.  B.  CaU 
houn,  George  Chambers,  Corwln,  Crane,  Darlington, 
Evans,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H. 
Hall,  Hardin,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ellgore,  La- 
porte,  S.  Mason,  Mercer,  Morris,  Phillips,  Potts,  Keed, 
Rencher,  Spangler.  Steele,  Taliaferro,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  E.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams— 34, 

More  than  two  thirds  voting  in  the  aSirmstivr,  the 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  House  sccordingtv  went  into 
commitiee,  (Mr.  WHirTLLsix,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  following  bill; 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier. 

Be  it  maded  bv  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  Repreienta- 
tivti  of  IKt  Uhtttd  Sme*  of  Jmeriea  in  Congrta  auem- 
bled.  That  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollara  be,  and  the 
same  la  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  lo  defray  the  ex- 
penses  attending  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier  of 
the  United  States,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  April  fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thlrty-lwo,  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  army. 

Hr.  CAHBRELENG  sent  to  the  table  the  following 
documents,  embracing  all  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  committee  on  this  subject: 

Wab  DsFiKTMiaT,  January  33,  1836. 

Sik:  I  sm  instructed  by  the  Prendent  to  request  that 


lion  near  the  west> 
_. ..  frontier  of  the  Slale  of  LouUUna,  and  Ihcre  assume 
the  personal  command  of  all  the  troops  of  the  United 
States  who  sre,  or  may  be,  employed  in  any  part  of  the 
refcion  adjoining  the  Mexican  boundary.  It  is  not  th« 
object  of  Ihia  order  to  change  at  all  the  relations  be- 
tween yourself  and  the  military  departments  under  your 
command,  but  to  require  your  personal  presence  at  • 
point  where  public  considerations  demand  tbe  exercise 
of  great  discretion  and  experience.  An  order  will  be 
iiaued  without  delay  to  the  sixth  regiment  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Jesupi  and  this  force,  together  with  all  the  troops 
in  the  western  part  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  country 
west  of  the  Mississippi  and  south  of  the  Missouri  rivers, 
will  be  employed,  as  occasion  may  require,  in  carrjiijg 
into  effect  the  inslrucliona  herein  communicated  lo  you. 

The  stale  of  affairs  in  Texas  calls  for  immediate  mea*. 
urea  on  the  part  of  tbe  Government,  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  United  Statca  to  remain  entirely  neutnl,  and  to 
cause  their  neutrality  to  be  respected.  It  is  possible 
that  tbe  course  of  operations  may  induce  one  or  the 
other  of  the  contending  parties  to  approach  the  bound- 
ary line,  with  a  view  to  cross  it  in  arms.  Should  you 
find  that  tbe  case,  you  will  give  notice  to  the  persons 
having  the  direction,  that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to 
cross  into  the  territory  of  the  United  Slatea;  and,  if  they 
attempt  to  do  so  bj  force,  you  will  resist  them  with  the 
meant  at  your  disposal. 

The  33d  article  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  requires 
both  the  contracting  partiea  to  prevent,  "  by  force,  aU 
hostilities  and  incursions  on  tbe  part  of  the  Indian  nalions 
living  within  their  respective  boundaries,  so  that  tlie 
Untied  Sutcs  of  America  will  not  suffer  their  Indiant 
lo  atlsck  the  citisens  of  the  Mexican  Stales,"  bc- 

The  provisions  uf  this  article  you  will  cause  to  be  faith- 
fully enforced,  and  the  various  Indian  agents  and  the 
officers  of  the  Indian  department  in  that  region  will  be 
required  lo  furnisli  you  any  information  in  their  power 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  to  carry  injo  effect  any  in- 
structions you  may  give.  You  will  make  known  to  the 
various  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  that  part  of  Ihe  United 
States  Ihe  determination  of  the  Government  to  prevent 
any  hostile  incursions  into  Texas;  and  you  will  call  upon 
the  chiefa  to  inculcate  upon  all  tbeit-  people  the  necessity 
of  carefully  abstaining  from  any  violation  of  tbe  above- 
mentioned  engagemenli  and  you  will  not  beaitate  lo  use 
the  force  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
any  such  des-gns. 

Should  you  be  called  upon  by  Ihe  civil  authority  for 
any  aid  towards  enforcintr  the  Uwa  having  relation  to 
the  neutral  duties  of  the  United  Stales,  you  will  render 
such  aasislance  as  the  laws  prescribe. 

You  are  requested  to  communicate  freely  with  tba 
district  attorneys  of  both  tbe  dialricia  of  Louisiana,  on 
all  pointa  of  law  connected  with  Ihe  execution  of  the 
■  latructions,  and  those  officer*  will  be  desired  to  give 


r  opinioj 


.  will  thank  you  lo  keep  me  adviaed  of  any  occur* 
fences  in  that  quarter,  which  it  may  be  important  for  llie 
Government  to  know. 

Very  respcclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
Hsj.  Gen.  E.  P.  Oinrxa, 

Hanphii,  Tamuiee. 

HUSCUABTIXB,    WiSTEHU  DlFlBTXiaT. 

Salon  Souge,  March  29,  1S36. 
Sik:  1  have  received,  not  until  yesterday,  an  official 
copy  of  your  letter  of  Ihe  33d  January  laat,  by  which  t 
have  Ihe  aatisfsction  to  be  informed  that  Ihe  President 
of  Ihe  United  Slates  has  been  pleased  to  direct  my  im- 
m«^i>le  ttlcDtioD  to  theweatBrn  fronlier  of  the  State  of 
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lauwkni,  in  order  to  ptoerve,  if  Decenuy,  by  force* 
Uw  iieatralii]>  of  the  United  Statet. 

In  obedience  to  thii  order,  I  hare  availed  myie If  ortiie 
verj  firat  Meamboat  conveyance  that  offered  after  the  re- 
ceipt uf  the  order,  to  proceed  lo  Raton  Rouge,  to  enable 
»«  to  aacertain  to  what  extent  the  aracnal  there  vill  fur- 
niih  ordnance  and  ordnance  itorea,  for  the  prompt  and 
efficient  di>charg«of  the  dutieaani|[ned  to  met  duliei 
which  derive  ^reat  importance  from  the  recent  account! 
of  the  tangtiinarp  manner  in  vhich  the  Mexican  force* 
Mem  diipned  to  carry  on  the  war  againit  our  Teiian 
Dci^bor*.     (See  the  accompanying  newtpapera.) 

Upon  thia  point,  I  take  leave  lo  au^eat  whether  it 
may  or  may  nut  become  neceaaary,  in  our  own  defence, 
to  apeak  to  the  oonteoding  bellig^erant*  in  a  hneiiage 
not  to  be  mtninderataodi  ■  language  requiring  force, 
and  miliiary  wppliei,  that  ahall  be  aufficient,  if  wecew 
ry,  for  the  protection  of  our  froniieFi  to  check  the 
Mrage  operation*  of  each  of  the  conteitJii^  partiei^  who 
''>*7  forget  to  rcipect  the  law*  of  war  and  our  neutral 
rights— uiitH  Mexico  and  tiie  United  State*  ahall,  by  an 
■djuitment  of  exiiting  difBcuitiea,  put  an  end  to  acene* 
of  barbariam  which  cannot  but  endanger  the  peace  and 
other  vital  iaiereita  of  all  the  partiea  concerned — acene* 
of  liarbariiin  diagraceful  to  all  wboenacl  or  tolerate  Ibem. 

Should  I  And  anv  d'upoaition  on  the  part  of  the  Mexi- 
t»nt  or  (heir  red  allies  to  menace  our  frontier,  I  cannot 
n  it  to  be  my  duty  not  only  to  bold  tlie  troopa  of 
mand  in  readme**  for  action  in  defence  of  our 
alender  n-ontier,  but  to  aoticipate  their  lawlea*  move- 
ment*, by  croMng  our  auppoted  or  iicaginary  national 
boundary,  and  meeting  the  tavige  marauder*  wherever 
te  be  fouad,  in  their  approach  toward*  our  frontier. 

Should  I  err  in  thi*  view  of  the  aubject,  in  which, 
however,  I  an  convinced  the  law*  of  war  and  of  natioiu 
will  bear  me  out,  1  ihall  be  giatilied  to  receive  the  view* 
of  the  Preiident,  to  which  I  ihall  aerupulously  adhere. 
But  if  it  be  otherwiae,  if  my  own  view*  are  approved,  I 
dtall,  in  that  event,  have  occaiion  for  tome  mounted 
volunteer*!  with  other  force*  nifficient  to  make  my 
numerical  atrei^h  equal  to  the  eatimated  atrength  of  tbo 
contending  parties,  which  ia  now  eitiinatcd  at  eight 
tboaiand  to  twelve  thouiand  men,  (8,000  to  13,000 
men.)  With  a  view  to  thi*  posable  contingency,  I  have 
already  denrcd  tlie  fine  legionary  brigade,  commaoded 
by  General  FUnche,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleana,  to 
calculate  on  the  poaaibility  of  my  having  occaiion  to  in- 
vite the  legion  to  join  me.  To  thi*  lUinceMion  the  offt- 
cer*  of  the  legion,  with  the  gallant  general  at  their  head, 
cordially  retponded  that  they  would,  whenever  it  might 
be  deemed  neceaiary,  promptly  repur  to  the  frontier, 
delighted  with  the  opportunity  of  carrying  inloeffectthe 
wiataea  of  the  Preaident,  under  whoae  immediate  com- 
mand many  of  tlicae  officer*  bad  diatinguiahed  thenuelvet 
in  the  defence  of  their  city  and  State  in  the  memonble 
Iriumpb*  of  December,  1814,  and  January,  181S. 

All  which  i*  submitted  for  the  information  of  the 
Preaident  of  Ibe  United  Slate*. 

With  profound  respect, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Major  Qtneral  eoatauiiit/big. 

To  the  Hon.  Lnvi*  Caas, 

Btcntan/  of  Wv- 

P.  S.  I  arrived  at  Ibe  city  ofNew  Orleans  at  r  A.M., 
and  departed  therefrom  on  board  thi*  ateamboat  at  f  P. 
M,  ye«terd*y,  having  taken  my  passage  on  board  the 
■tesmboat  the  Levant,  bound  from  New  Oriesn*  for 
Natchitochea,  and  to  be  at  Baton  Rouge  on  the  1st  April, 
Friday  next.  B.  P.  G. 

FoiT  JUDF,  LootitAMi,  April  35,  1656. 
Sni  Your  letter  of  Uw  39th  ultimo  wm  rewivcd  it 


the  Department  a  few  days  ainee;  but  I  have  been  pre- 
vented by  indisposition  from  giving  it  sn  earlier  answer. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  memo- 
randum of  an  official  conference  between  the  Secretary 
of  Stale  and  the  Mexican  miniater,  respecting  the  pretent 
•tale  of  affair*  upon  the  Soulhwettera  harden  of  the 
United  State*.  Tou  will  consider  a*  a  part  of  your  in- 
atructiom  the  declaration  made  by  the  Seorelary  of- 
Slste,  and  govern  yourself  sccordingly. 

It  is  not  the  wish  of  the  President  lo  take  advantag« 
of  present  eircumitances,  and  tliereby  obtain  poaaessioa 
of  any  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory.  Still,  howefer, 
the  neutral  dutie*  as  well  a*  the  neutral  rights  of  tlw 
United  States  will  justify  the  Government  in  taking  *H 
necessary  measure*  to  prevent  a  violation  of  tbtir  lerrt- 
lory.  Recent  events  induce  the  belief  that  the  Meslcui 
force*,  as  welt  a*  the  inhabitant*  of  Texas,  OMUt  b«  in  ft 
high  stale  of  exdtemnnt.  In  that  portion  of  tlw  ooun> 
try  there  are  many  Indian  tribes,  whoao  habitual  predi*- 
poaition  to  enfcage  in  war  i*  well  known,  aa  ii,  alao^ 
their  reckleaadiaregard  of  any  of  the  cUun*  of  hutMnity. 
And,  from  infornMtion  which  ha*  reached  the  Govern- 
ment, I  here  i*  too  much  reason  lo  believe  that  efforts 
have  been  made  to  induce  thete  Indians  to  join  tbs 
Mexican  troopa.  It  may,  therefore,  well  be^  aa  you  an- 
ticipate, that  the«e  various  eontendiog  parties  may  ap- 
proach our  frontiera,  and  that  the  livea  and  property  of 
our  citizen*  may  be  placed  in  Jeopardy.  Should  Ibia  Im 
the  case,  the  PreHdenI  approves  the  suggestion  you 
makei  and  you  are  authorized  to  take  such  position,  on 
either  side  of  the  imaginary  boundary  line,  aa  may  be 
heat  for  your  defensive  operations.  You  will,  however, 
under  no  eircumitances,  sdrance  farther  than  old  Port 
Nacogdoches,  which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  claimed  by  this  Government.  But  you  wil| 
please  to  observe  ibat  this  permbtion  will  not  be  exer- 
cised unless  you  should  find  such  an  advanced  poailion 
necessary,  to  afford  due  secunty  to  the  frontier,  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  unsettled  aiate  of  thing*  beyond  you. 

Tou  will  pleaae  explain,  fully,  your  views  and  instrtic- 
lioni  to  any  armed  partie*  who  may  be  march'ntg 
toward*  youj  and  ihould  they  continue  lo  threMen  your 
position,  or  lo  manifest  a  deaign  of  crosnng  Into  tb« 
United  States  you  are  authorised  to  attack  and  repel 
them. 

I  have  this  day,  by  direction  of  the  President,  re- 
quested the  Governors  of  Lou!*lana  and  Miiaiasippi  to 
call  into  service  any  militia  force  you  may  find  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers.  This  force  moM  b« 
called  out  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  six  months  from 
the  day  they  reach  their  rendezvous,  to  be  discharged 
at  anv  time  by  the  United  Sutes.  The  neoessaiy  mean* 
will  be  fumiahed  to  the  offlcera  of  the  proper  staff  de- 
partments, fur  such  supplies  a*  may  be  required. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  the  duty  committed  to  yoa  !• 
one  of  great  importance,  as  well  as  of  great  delicacy)  and 
I  do  not  doubt  it  will  be  so  executed  ss  to  preserve,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  proper  safety  of  the  frontier,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  aa  little  cause  of  offence  a*  possible 
will  be  given  lo  any  foreign  authority.  I  have  to  re- 
quest that  you  would  keep  me  regularly  advised  of  yoar 
proceedings. 

1«  C. 

Gaixxs,  jU^'dt  OtatralE,  P. 

[Copied  fhmi  the  letter4>ook  of  Uie  War  DepartmenI-  ] 

DiVABTXHT  or  Stitz, 

JfaMnglim,  JlprU  33,  1896. 
Sini  In  eomplisnoe  with   your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  memorandum  of  Ibe  substsnce  of 
what  I  stated  in  an  official  conTerence,  on  the  3Dtb  in- 
stant, with  Mr.   GotoMiza,  cdtdjt  cxtraotdinary  ud 
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a/mm  4fti»  Wuim^  FtmtUr. 


{Hat  r.  183S. 


ir  plenipglMti^  of  tbe  If  cxkan  Republie  to  (b* 


UtmOrmdutKT'm  Mr.  Gtiroitixa,  ef  w\at  mat  taid  l»  him 
by  Mr.  JbnylA  in  Mw-  eonftrtiae  mthcWiA  ofJpril, 
1836. 

Hr.  Fan^th  Mated  to  Mr.  Ooroiiixa  that,  in  conie. 
quence  of  the  conlcBt  in  Tern,  Ittc  morementi  of  tome 
dtlKM  of  the  United  Slatn  on  the  Red  tWer,  ind  *p- 
prehended  honile  intention*  of  tbe  Inditna  in  Mexico 
•Ke<Mt  ibc  United  Btklei)  end  of  the  Indiuw  within  Ihe 
United  atktei  aKainrt  Hexieo,  order*  would  be  given  to 
OeDcnl  Giinet  to  t«ke  Kich  ■  poMtion  wilb  tbe  troopi 
of  the  United  Stitnti  would  enibic  bim  to  prcMrre  the 
lerrilory  of  Ihe  United  Statn  end  of  Mexico  from  Indian 
eotrare,  and  th«  teTritnrr  of  the  United  Slatea  from  anj 
Tiotation  \tj  llesicana,  Tcxiani;  or  Indian^  during  the 
diaturbaacea  unfortunatktelr  eiiating  in  that  quarter) 
avi  that  the  troopa  of  (he  United  glatei  would  be  or- 
dered to  protect  the  comm'inionera  and  aurrejm  of  the 
two  Oorerninent^  wbencTertbey  aliould  meet  to  execute 
the  inHructioni  to  be  prepared  under  the  treaty  of  linita 
between  the  United  BUtea  and  the  United  Mexican 
StatM.  Should  the  troopa,  in  the  performaoce  of  (heir 
dutj,  he  advanced  beyond  the  point  Heiico  mi^l  aup- 
poee  wa«  within  the  territory  of  the  United  SUtei, 
lb*  occupation  of  the  poaition  *«■  not  to  be  taken  u  an 
indtBation  ot  any  boatile  feeling,  or  of  r  deaire  to  ettab- 
liab  a  poaaeaaion  or  claim  not  juitified  by  the  treaty  of 
limita.  Tb«  occupation  woutd  be  precautionary  and 
pjtraiaional,  and  would  be  abandoned  whenerer  (the 
Imm  beiog  run  and  the  true  limit*  marked)  (he  diiturth 
a*oea  in  that  region  ahould  eeaae,  tbey  bexog  the  only 
notive  for  it 

HsitnoAnnnt,  Wb»tmh  DiriBTnar, 

NatMtoehft,  La.,  Jpril%lf56. 
Stat  I  arrived  at  thia  place  on  the  4th  inatant,  aince 
which  tima  I  have  received  inlonnation,  from  varioua 
louroca,  which  leavea  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  con- 
■iderable  portion  ofieveral  tribes  of  the  Indiana  reaiding 
within  our  teivitorial  limit!  bave  gone  over  to  the  Tczaa 
aide  of  tile  boundary  line  between  tbe  United  Statca  and 

When  to  thia  fact  i*  added  the  reporta  daily  received  at 
tbia  place,  that  (be  army  of  Hexioo,  commanded  by  the 
PreaidcntaantaAnnain  person,  iarapidlf  approacbing  in 
thia  direction,  through  (he  centre  of  Texaai  that  bia  plan 
it  to  put  to  death  all  he  linda  in  armii  and  all  wbo  do  not 
yield  to  hii  dictationi  that  a>  aoon  ai  be  come*  (o  tbe 
eection  of  ooaptry  occupied  by  (he  Indiana  in  que*- 
tion  on  (be  water*  of  the  Trinidad,  or  Trinity  rivn-,  they 
will  unite  with  him  in  hiawar  of  exterminadnnt  and  that 
no  bouitdary  line,  aavetucb  aa  they  find  properly  guarded 
with  an  efficient  force,  will  be  auffieient  to  arreat  the 
aanguinary  career  of  tbeae  aavapa,  1  cannot  but  deem  it 
my  duty  to  prepare  for  action. 

For  tUa  purpoae  1  have  requeited  of  the  Qovemora  of 
Louinana  and  Hitaii^ppi  and  Tenneaaee,  each  a  brigade, 
and  of  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  a  battalion,  making  alto- 
gether three  brigidea  and  one  battalioni  the  whole,  or 
a*  manf  of  Ihem  aa  practicable,  to  be  mounted,  to  repair 
to  (hi*  place  aa  loon  a>  may  b«  convenient,  by  battaliona 

Thia  force,  thoug'h  not  equal  in  number*  to  (hat  which 
it  may  be  my  duty  to  meet  in  battle,  will  enable  me  at 
leaat  to  lecure  the  conSdenoe  of  tbe  frontier  aettlementa, 
and  kwp  tbem  at  bome  to  plant  tbcir  crop*)  and,  more- 


aver,  to  enable  me  to  inSict  aummary  puniafaBent  on 
such  of  the  enemy  by  wbom  (bcjr  are  now  menaced  a* 
may  teach  tbem  (o  rcapcct  ua,  and  in  future  to  pay  more 
refrard  than  they  aeem  now  diapneed  (a  pay  to  our  rigbta 
and  trealiea. 

1  aball  in  the  oDurae  of  a  few  day*  addremto  each  one 
of  (beoommandcnortbearmieainTenaa  note,  calling 
their  attention  to  their  datic*,  aadappriiing' thctncf  th« 
eourae  which  I  ihallpunue  tswardatheni,  in  obcdienoela 
order*  of  (be  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  abould  tbey 
approach  our  iMundary,  or  auffer  tbe  Indiana  near  them 
(o  commence  boetiiitiea.  I  have  osiiied  the  Oavernon 
of  the  States  to  whom  1  have  ^>plied  for  force  that, 
"  rttoukl  the  war  in  Texaa  be  brought  (o  a  cloae  without 
tbe  apprehendeid  Indian  hoetilitien,"  the  voluetceia  wiU 
in  tbal  csae  "  be  diacbarg^  forthwith." 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfully, 

EDUUND  P.  GAIKES, 
JfoKT  Gtntral  nwawmiJftaf. 


P.  S.  I  encloee  a  copy  of  my  tetter*  to  the  Govemora 
of  (he  Slate*  above  named. 

E.  P.  G. 


HEiD4,DABTBma,  Waarixj 

SatduioAtt,  La.,  Jprii  S,  1836. 

SiBi  The  war  in  Tczai,  which  ba*  of  late  aaanmed  • 
•anguinary  and  aavage  aa^wct,  baa  Induced  tbe  Preaident 
of  the  United  ataieato  require  a  coondenble  aogment- 
ation  of  (he  regular  force  to  be  concentrated  upon  thia 
aeetion  of  tbe  nalional  frontier,  to  wbicb  my  attention 
haa  been  particularly  directed.  He  decma  it  to  be  Ibe 
duty  of  the  United  State*  to  remain  entirely  Dcutnl,  and 
to  oaute  (heir  neutrality  to  be  respected,  peacc^y,  if 
praoticablei  forcibly,  if  oeceaaary. 

The  tbir^-third  article  of  tbe  treaty  with  Mezioo  re- 
quire* both  Ihe  contracting  panic*  (o  prevent  '*  by  force 
all  boMilitie*  and  inconion*  on  tho  part  of  tbe  Indian 
nation*  living  within  tbcir  reapective  bouodanea,  as  that 
the  United  Statea  of  America  will  not  auffer  tbcir  iDdiaas 
to  attack  (be  citizen*  of  tbe  Mexican  Statea,"  Ilc- 

Tbe  proviaion  of  thia  article  I  am  particHlariy  inatruet- 
ed  to  cause  to  he  enforced)  and  I  nave,  punoaal  to  io- 
Mruetiona,  taken  mueure*  to  onke  known  (o  (be  vaiioaa 
Indian  (ribea  inhabiting  that  part  d  tbe  United  Statea 
bordering  on  tbe  Mexican  territory,  on  the  water*  of  the 
Red  and  Arkanaaa  rivers,  the  determination  of  the  Oov- 
emment  to  prevent  any  hostile  ineursions  into  Trzasi  and 
have  directed  that  the.cbieCi  be  called  upon  to  inculcate 
upon  tbcir  people  the  neceaaity  of  carefiilly  abalamu^ 
from  any  violation  of  the  above^ntioned  eogageneMsi 
and  I  bave,  moreover,  informed  tbem,  pursuant  to  the 
order*  of  the  President,  tbal  I  will  not  hewtata  to  use 
the  force  at  my  dispoaal  for  the  porpoae  ofpreveatinc 
auch  detign*. 

I  have  learned,  from  aeveral  of  our  citlsen*  cntilted  to 
credit,  tbat  one  Manuel  Florca,  a  Mexican-Spaniard,  but 
for  aome  yean  past  a  eitixen  "  of  Spaniahtown,"  in  thi* 
State,  near  the  Sabine  ridge,  haa  been  lately  commis- 
aioned  by  penon*  profeuing  to  act  by  the  aatbority^  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  for  the  purpoae  of  enticing 
the  Indiana  in  the  Weatem  pralriea,  on  our  aide  of  tbe 
boundary  line,  to  join  Ibem  in  the  war  of  extermination 
now  ragingin  Texai;  and  lbi(,  with  Ihia  view,  the  agent, 
Manuel  Florea,  accompanied  by  a  atranger,  has  lately 
pamed  up  the  valley  of^  the  Bed  river,  and  has  atrudy 
produced  excitement  among  the  Caddo  Indianat  and  [ 
bave  very  recently  learned,  from  several  intelligent  per- 
aona  in  Texas,  and  otbera  wbo  bave  lately  been  tberr, 
that  many  of  mir  Indians  hare  late^  gone  over  to  tbe 
Texas  side  of  the  line. 
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Max  7,1856.] 


Jkftnet  ef  tk*  Wtilem  Pnmtler. 


tH.. 


TlwM  het*  and  oiKunutMOM  pKHnt  to  me  the  im- 
tMrtMt  qned'ion,  whether  I  am  to  lit  itlll  and  MfTer  t  EieM 
roorenenta  to  be  ao  far  matured  m  to  place  the  white 
•ttllemanta  on  botb  ndei  of  the  line  whollj  vilhin  the 
power  of  th«te  migei,  or  whether  I  ought  not  inatanll; 
to  prrpare  the  meau  for  protecting  the  frODtier  Ktile- 
■e■t^  »nd,ir  neatwry,  compclKnirthelndiani  to  return 
to  their  own  homei  and  hunting  ground*?  I  cannot  but 
deeida  in  fju«r  of  the  lait  alternatire  which  the  queation 
pTcaentii  for  nolbin|[  oan  be  man  evident  than  that  an 
Indian  war,  commetKing  on  either  ride  of  the  Kne,  wilt 
•I  aarelf  extend  to  both  ridei  aa  that  a  lighted  quick- 
mteli  ttinnt  into  one  rid*  ofa  powder  mapitine  will  ex- 
tond  the  explorion  to  both  aidea. 

But  t  aiit  without  mounted  men,  the  only  detcription 
of  force  which  will  enable  me  to  ioterpoic  an  effectual 
check  to  the  daily  inorrarinK  danger  which  erery  intelli- 
Kent  eitiien  with  whom  I  hive  conreraed  upon  the  wb- 
jeet  apprehend*;  and  apprehending,  m  I  do,  that  the  Ion 
ofa  month,  which  it  would  require  to  aubmit  Uie  caae to 
the  deoiaion  of  the  Prerident  or  the  United  3tatc%  might 
pnre  fatal  to  a  hi^  portion  of  the  {rontier  inhabitant*, 
I  hsTB  determined  to  aolicit  of  your  eicelleocy  a  brigade, 
to  conaiat  of  two  or  three  battalion*  of  volunteer*,  aa 
nany  to  be  mounledaa  practicable,  to  repair  to  Ihi*  place 
■aaoonaamay  beoonrenieDt,  byeompaoie*orbBttarionB, 
to  reeeire  their  arma  and  eamp  equlpaire  at  New  Orleana 
and  Baton  Bou^.  There  may  be  eight  or  ten  compa- 
niea  to  a  battalion. 

Shoutd  lh<  war  in  Tcxaa  be  bma^ht  to  a  eloae  wilfa< 
out  the  apprehended  Indian  hoatilitiea,  the  volunleera 
will,  in  that  oaae,  be  diaeha^fed  forthwith. 

With  perfect  reapect,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be  your 
obedient  lemnt, 

EnMCND  P.  GAINB9, 
M^or  Otntral  eomman&tg. 
Tu  hi*  Bseelleney, 

OoTimoa  of  Louiiiana, 

■*         of  HiMitMppi, 

**        of  Alabama, 

■'        ofTenneatee. 

Wa>  DMlxTxaKT.  Xay  i,  1G36. 
Sim;  I  have  reoeived  your  letter  of  the  8(h  uhima,  and, 
IB  answer,  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Pmident  will 
Bwtetion  the  eRiploymcnl  of  whatever  force  may  b 
cea«ry  to  proteol  Ihe  Western  frontier  of  the  United 
llateafrom  hortile  incuraion*.     Tliia  Depart ment  ha*  ad- 
drcMed  the  Gorernora  of  the  State*  oF  Loui«ani,  Mian*. 
rippi,  Tenne*Me,  Kentucky,  and  Alibam*,.requcaling 
them  to  call  into  aervice  suoh  militia  force  a*ynu  v 
Snd  neoeaaary  in   carrylnf  into  effect  the  inatructi 
barclofore  given  to  you.     The  theatre  of  operation 
ao  diatant  from  the  *eat  ef  QoTcmment,  that  much  mu*l 
be  inlruated  to  your  discretion.     The  two  great  obji 
you  have  to  attain  are,  llrat,  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tierai  and,  accondly,  a*  alrict  a  performance  of  the 
Iral  duties  of  the  United  States  aa  Ihe  great  object  of  . 
defence  will  permit.     Tou  will  iilce  care  and  do  no  act 
which  oan  give  ju)l  canie  of  offence  to  any  other  Gov- 
ernment; and,  oil  the  other  hand,  you  will  not  permit  the 
frontiers  to  he  invaded  by  any  forces  whatever.    I  have 
to  request  that  the  militia  you  may  call  out  may  not  b< 
more  nunterou*  thin  the  rxlgencie*  shill  *tem  to  require. 
They  ought  to  be  called  into  aervioe  for  six  monih*,  if 
practicable^  to  be  ditbanded  whrnevcr  not  wanledi  snd 
you  will  lake  care  ihst  all  due  ecanoaiy  is  preserved,  a* 
w«ll  in  your  disburaement*  as  in  the  preservation  and  ac- 
countability of  the  public  property.     It  ia  very  neceaHry 
that  you  ahoukl  cammunicate  freely  to  the  commanding 
ofBoeri  of  any  miliiary  parties  who  may  approach  the 
boaiMra,  awl  inform  then  of  the  nature  of  your  orden. 


Tod  win  state  to  then  that,  whik  yon  have  been  ordered 
to  that  quarter  with  a  view  to  the  execution  of  Ihe  neutral 
obligBtiona  of  the  United  State*,  you  have  also  been  in- 
itructed  to  defend  their  territory  from  any  invaaion  what- 
ever,  and  thatjhii  duty  will  be  executed  under  any  cireoiB' 
*t«nce*  Ihst  msy  happen.  Tou  will  also  remonstrate 
against  the  employment  of  any  of  the  Indian*.  Although 
the  dietstea  of  humanity  forbid  the  use  of  this  species  of 
force,  which  cannot  bo  restrained,  yei  the  right  ofthe  Uni. 
ted  State*  to  remondrsle  sgainat  ill  service  rests  upoft 
other  grounds.  From  thehibitiand  dispo*ilion  of  the  In- 
diana, it  is  well  known  that  the  Power  employing  them  can- 
not reitrain  them  within  the  legitimate  rules  of  warfare.  If 
they  approach  the  iVontiera,  ihey  will  psy  no  regard  to 
I  mere  imaginary  linr,  but  will  carry  on  their  depreda^ 
lions  and  maasscres  wherever  inhabitants  can  be  fbund, 
and  where  there  is  no  farce  to  oppose  them.  It  ia  alto- 
gether idle  to  expect  that  in  aueh  a  state  of  things  thft 
frontier  setllcments  of  Ihe  United  State*  would  not  be 
exposed  to  theae  eslsmitie*.  Whoever  calls  Ihe  Indian! 
into  aervice,  and  induce*  them  to  approach  our  border, 
cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  consequence*  that  most  en- 
sue. All  this  you  will  represent  to  the  proper  offlcert, 
and  you  will  u»e  your  best  exertions  to  keep  such  a  fore* 
from  msrchlnglowardi  your  poril'ion;  and  if  they  do  ao, 
to  repel  and  diaperae  it. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  CASS. 
Htgor  General  Oaiwis, 

FhrlJaup,  LoinMima. 
Mr.  CAHBRELENG  atsled  that  it  appeared  from  Ihe 
New  York  papera  that  Santa  Anna  had  made  an  official 
report  of  the  capture  of  Ihe  Alamo,  and  demanded  an 
additional  force  of  S.OOO  men  and  400  officers,  and  a 
fiirlher  supply  of  money,  to  carry  on  the  war  in  Texas. 

[A  paragnph  was  read  by  the  Clerk  from  the  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  makingthe  above  statement,  andcomment- 
tng  upon  it  in  the  ttrongvat  language  of  reproach.] 

Some  remarks  having  been  made  upon  the  phrase 
*'  our  Texian*,"  as  rcsd  by  the  Clerk  in  the  communi- 
cation of  General  Gsinea, 

Mr.  CAUBRELENGaaiditshouMberead."ourTex- 
ian  nelghborai"  the  hat  word  having  been  aectdentalty 
omitted  in  the  copy. 

While  the  pa 
to  WM  being  rt 

Hr.  VINTON  objected  to  having  Ihe  commentf  of  a 
newspaper  read,  to  influence  Ihe  action  of  the  Houaei 
but,  by  consent,  the  Clerk  read  on. 

Mr.  STOKER  called  for  the  reading  of  a  paper  refer 
red  to  by  General  Gaine*,  which  had  influenced  hi*  opin- 
ions, and  which  ought  to  be  known  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CAUBKELENO  said  he  had  laid  before  the 
House  all  Ihe  papers  snd  information  in  poasesaion  of  the 
Government,  and  he  had  done  lo  that  Ihe  Hbuse  might 
perceive  the  necessity  of  seting  promptly,  snd  he  hoped 
they  would  pssa  Ihe  bill  that  diy. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  make  a  proposHlon.  He 
thought  this  s  mitler  '^  iCest  importance,  and  wished 
to  undenlsnd  the  aiib^ect  fully  before  he  acted  upou  it 
in  any  way.  He  wished  to  have  an  opponuniiy  to  read 
the  documents,  and  was  nut  prepared  lo  act  without. 
He  then  proposed  that  tiie  committee  ihoulH  rise,  snd 
have  Ihe  documents  printed.  He  further  wished  a  call 
upon  Ihe  Seerelary  of  State,  fur  he  wanted  to  know 
what  the  Mexican  minister  said  in  reply  lo  the  remark* 
ofthe  Secreliry.  It  seemed,  he  »aiil,  that  the  president 
had  authorized,  and  tlie  cnmmanding  general  had  de- 
clared hi*  intention  lolake  up  a  position  within  what  was 
heretofore  conaidcred  the  boundary  linei  and  be  thought 
•uch  an  act  must  lesd  to  bloodshed  and  war. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  repeated  that  he  knew  it  was  m 
matter  of  impoctaiwei  and,  with  aview  that  the  comtirit- 
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tee  might  act  prompilyi  he  hid  broi^t  the  documentt 
to  the  UouM. 

Hr.  ADAHS  viihcd  to  aik  of  the  ehkirnuin  of  the 
Commiltee  on  Foreign  ReUtiooi,  or  of  ihe  cbalmuui  oF 
the  Cammittee  oFWiytind  Heini,  whether  the  report  of 
8knt»  Annk  iiinpoMeHionorthe  Government,  which  ni 
commenledon  by  the  editor  of  the  nevipaperinCfevTork. 

Hr.  CAMBRBL&NG  teid  he  b«d  no  more  informetian 
tbui  what  bad  been  read'in  the  Home.  Hii  objcet  in 
liringinR  Ibe  newipaper  wai  to  ihoir  that  the  force  ii 
not  lofflcient  on  that  frontier  to  protect  our  citizeni  in 
caM  of  ifrgrenioni  either  by  the  Mexican*  or  Indiana. 

Hr.  ADAHS  alio  wiihed  to  know  why  the  remirki  of 
the  miniiter  of  Mexico  were  nol  sent  to  the  Huuae.  He 
wiibed  to  know  whether  it  wu  to  be  inferred  that  the 
Mexican  miniiter,  during  the  convemtion,  itood  mnte 
and  atiA  nothing]  whether,  in  fact,  there  it  any  thing  to 
communicate.  He  Ihoaght,  ifthere  wai  any  Ihinjt  more, 
it  wu  important  that  it  ihould  be  communicated  to  the 
Houae,  and  they  ought  to  be  in  ponenlon  of  full  infor- 
mation. He  uked  this  the  more  readily,  becauie  «  mo*t 
estnordinary  power  had  been  given  to  the  commanding 
general  to  croia  the  boundary  of  a  foreign  Slate, 
and  take  up  a  poiiiion  within  their  territory:  in  other 
word*,  to  make  war.  And  after  the  communication  of 
this  intention  bad  been  made  to  the  ministei  of  Hesiea, 
we  are  not  told  what  anawer  be  Okade.  If  he  ba«  not  a*- 
■eoted  to  the  act— if  he  itood  mute — then  there  la  an 
alter  conuderation  of  great  moment,  at  to  the  conatitu- 
tionai  power  ofthe  Preaidenti  whether  he  could  tuthoriie 
a  commanding  general  to  march  into  a  foreign  country; 
to  commit  an  act  of  hoatilityi  to  make  war,  without  Ihe 
conaenl  of  CongTcu. 

This  wai  the  firat  intimation  the  Hoaae  had  had  of  the 
Tiewa  of  the  Ezecutire  upon  thii  subject  of  a  Teiiin 
war,  except  what  waa  aaid  anme  diya  linee  by  the  chair' 
man  of  tbe  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Heani,  that  the 
country  wai  already  at  war  upon  that  frontier,  and  that 
ffentlemen  need  not  be  troubled  about  a  diapoiltion  of 
the  Mirplu*  funda,  fur  they  would  alt  he  wanted  there. 
Now,  he  aaid,  he  waa  not  diipoaed  to  go  into  a  war  w>th 
Hexico,  or  any  other  nation,  unleta  in  defence  of  our 
frontier!  but  be  could  lee  aomething  more  than  defence 
in  Ihe  anthority  given  to  the  commanding  general)  it 
waa  an  inraaion  of  the  territory  of  a  Government  with 
which  ve  were  nn  termi  of  amity.  If  Ihe  commanding 
general  hai  been  thua  authorised,  there  ought  to  be 
more  complete  and  perfect  Information  before  the 
Hoiiie.  He  had  nid  that  thli  waa  the  first  day  nn  which 
any  commonication  had  been  made  of  thli  aulhorily  to 
invade  ■  frifndly  territory,  or  oFthe  dillicultiea  between 
this  State  and  Ueilcm  and  he  a<ked  if  it  wai  not  filling 
and  proper,  when  the  Home  waa  called  upon  to  declare 
war,  that  it  should  be  informed  hnw  Ihe  cause  aroae. 

Have  we  not  (he  asked)  seen  Americin  cltisena  going 
from  all  parti  of  (he  co<iniry  to  carry  on  the  wir  of  this 
province  agalnat  the  United  GnvernmenI  of  Heiieo? 
Who  were  thnee  who  fell  at  AbmoF  Who  are  now 
fighting  under  the  command  of  the  hero  of  Texlan  fame? 
And  have  we  not  been  ealird  upon  in  this  Knuse  to 
recognise  Texian  independence^  It  seems  that  General 
Gainea  considers  thii  a  war  in  defence  of  "our  Teiiana." 

[Mr.  Cakibilshb  explained  that  Ihe  word  "  neigb* 
bon"  wsi  left  out.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  understood  it.  This  was  (he 
continued)  an  intention  to  conquer  Texia,  to  re-eitablisb 
that  slavery  which  had  been  iboliahed  by  ihe  United 
Mexican  States.  If  that  waa  the  case,  and  we  were  to 
be  drawn  into  an  acknowledgment  of  Ihclr  independ- 
ence, and  then,  by  that  preliminary  act,  by  that  ac- 
knowlcdgment,  if  we  were,  upon  their  applicslion,  to 
admit  Texas  to  become  apart  ofthe  United  Stale*,  IImii 
the  Ilotue  ought  to  be  infonned  of  it. 


He  ahould  be  for  no  such  war,  nor  fiir  making  an^ 
iuch  addition  to  our  territory.  Taking  it  altogether,  it 
was  very  important  that  thii  and  Ihe  other  House  of 
Congres*  sbould  have  all  Ihe  information  that  could  b« 
given  upon  the  lubject)  and  that  report  of  Santa  Anna, 
which  WM  described  in  a  New  York  paper,  not  in  the 
language  of  the  Governor  of  Mexico,  but  in  the  com- 
menta  and  insinuation*  of  an  editor,  ought  to  be  before 
Houae.  Why,  Mid  he,  there  lain  NewYorka  high  and 
confidential  officer  of  Ihe  Government  of  the  United 
Statei,  who  has  called  upon  the  people  lo  go  and  enter 
Teiaa,  and  to  aid  in  carrying  on  the  war  agajnat  tba 
Government  of  Mexico,  To  he  sure,  thb  ia  contrary  to 
the  order  of  the  President  to  the  commandli^  general. 
He  has  directed  him  to  preserve  strict  neutialityi  and 
he  (Hr.  A.)  would  have  been  glad  if  the  other  parte 
of  the  initruclions  bad  been  coniiatent  with  that. 

He  hoped  Congreta  would  take  care  to  go  into  no 
war  for  the  re-eatibliihmenl  of  alavery  where  it  bad 
been  aboliahedt  that  they  would  go  into  no  war  in  be- 
half of  ■■  our  Texiani,"  or  "  our  Texian  ncighborai'* 
that  word  was  quite  enough)  and  Ihat.tfaej  would  go 
into  no  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  without  olber  eaiue 
Ihsn  the  scquliition  of  territory. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  bad  heardwith  no  less  astooiib. 
ment  than  deep  morlifioation  Ihe  remarki  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  HaDBchuaetla.  He  thought  it  atraoge, 
thli  now,  while  we  hear  of  dinger  lo  our  frontier  from 
nvagei,  and  a  Mexican  umy  no  lea  barbarous,  that  the 
gentleman  should  have  introduced  Ihe  subject  of  alavery 
into  the  discusalon.  He  should  have  thought  be  night 
have  held  hii  hand  for  a  moment,  till  some  means  could 
be  provided  for  defending  Ihe  helpleas  wemen  and 
children  of  the  Texian  frontier  from  Ihe  moat  bcN'ribla 
butcheries.  Tbe  gentleman  [Mr.  Adaxs]  had  seen 
great  cause  of  alarm  in  Ihe  power  conferred  ontheconi- 
manding  general  to  take  up  a  position  Mttable  for  de- 
fence. Sir,  (aaid  Mr.  P.,)  that  gentleman  doe*  not 
know,  living,  as  he  doe*,  far  from  such  scenes,  the  vivid 
feeling  of  Siiuthern  and  Western  men,  when  they  see 
hostile  savage*  hovering  around  their  Tillages,  and  lying 
in  ambuih,  to  murder  the  old  and  Ihe  young,  both  by 
itntagem  and  in  open  fight.  All  the  power  granlml 
was  to  like  up  a  poatlon  on  either  aide  of  the  tine,  ea 
might  be  necessary)  and,  he  asked,  ia  an  imaginary  line 
to  be  so  much  respected  in  a  time  of  peace,  when  n 
moat  unmerciful  tyrant,  at  the  heail  of  an  army  of  aavn- 
g**,  threatened  our  frontier?  What  respect  would  ho 
have  for  that  line,  when  punuing  the  conquered 
Triisni,  and  taking  vengeance  upon  all  he  Cnuld  reach? 
And  it  !■  when  we  hear  thii  newi  of  lavage  warbre, 
when  our  people  are  driven  from  their  villagei^  whicti 
are  burnt,  and  when  they  are  cau^l  and  butchered — 
it  is  in  Ifaii  emergency,  that  the  gentleman  from  Hiss* 
chusetta  winted  to  atop  to  uk  what  tbe  Mexican  minis- 
ter might  think  ofil.  He  (Hr.  P.)  in  luch  a  caie  would 
not  stop  to  ask  what  any  minister  might  think  ufit.  Ha 
would  defend  the  people  instantly,  and  at  every  haaard. 
On  our  side  of  the  line,  here  marked,  there  might  be  ni> 
proper  position  for  an  efficirnt  dcfencet  but  on  tlie  other 
Ihe  fort  may  be  impregnable,  and  it*  pnaaeaaion  might 
afford  certain  aecurity  to  the  frontier.  The  genlleman 
says,  if  Ihe  commanding  general  goea  there,  it  will  be 
making  war  upon  a  aialcr  republic  He  did  not  lo 
underaland  it. 

Mr,  HAMER  remarked  that  the  whole  tract  in  which 
tbe  fort  of  Nieogdoehei  stood  waa  in  diiputei  and  thera 
wai  I  clauie  in  ihe  inslructioni  of  Ihe  Preiident  that 
General  Gainea  should,  in  no  case,  go  beyond  the  Une 
which  we  claim  to  be  the  true  line. 
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woulil  be  to  KranI  whit  wti  rccDTnm«nH«d  on  the  rc- 
■pnmibiliijr  of  the  Eircutive.  In  addition  to  (he  elaiite 
which  directed  tlie  commvndlng  ^neret  not  to  cpo«  ihe 
line  we  ckim  to  be  the  true  one,  he  wu  iHrrciec],  If  the 
eomminionen  no*  (ciing^  thoulil  decide  ihmt  Nicng- 
lloehei  wu  not  in  oiir  territorr,  ihmiFiliitely  to  recede. 
He  oniidered  it  not  proper  now,  or  at  Rny  lime,  to  dii- 
c<iN  Ihe  qiicition  intrudueed  by  the  rrnilemiin  Tram 
H»ach(i«elti,  Bii'l  he  hnped  that  exciting  topic  would 
be  left  out  orconiidmtioii.  They  hiil  nnt,  he  renwrk- 
e<l,  my  ponit'iTe  inrormitinn  of  the  eommenceTiient  nf 
hntlhtieii  but  il  wm  known  Ihil  *|r"»"  *"*  ■'  ""^ 
■iTi'inir  the  Indiini  who  mijthl  excite  them  to  lio>lililiesr 
•hoiiM  ih^t  lake  plice,  we  have  i>o  wifficient  «rin*nient 
to  protect  tlie  fronlier,  or  p'erent  tlieir  cncroacliinenti 
•veit  to  the  Hi^>tiM<ppi|  and  he  would  iik  if  it  wm 
proper,  umler  tucli  cireumMmcei  uf  klarm,  to  atinil 
quiclly  by  and  refuse  (o  put  at  Ihe  control  of  the  Preti. 
dent  tlie  aum  nf  a  million  for  necenarj  •eciiriiy*  Or 
■hould  any  man  aiop  now  to  diwuH  ihe  qiieUinn  of 
slavery,  or  of  adtlilion  to  our  terriiiirf,  «  hen  the  cauM 
of  humaniiy  ealh  for  prompt  reliei? 

Il  would  aeein  proper,  bcfwe  any  Anal  deciiion  nf  ihe 
qiiestiiin  inviilred  in  the  aiibject,  that  the  Home  almuld 
have  more  full  inforinationi  but  that  could  be  had  here- 
■fteri  and  now  he  was  willing  to  put  a  proper  aupply 
Kt  Ihe  control  of  Ihe  Kieculive,  to  enable  biro  to  meet 
•By  FSpecied  emcrf^ncy. 

Hr.  I-II0UP8ON,  ofSouth  Carolina,  aai>1  that  now 
General  Oaiiiei  hati  no  ppoprr  foree  or  aiipplies  lo  tellit 
the  Ihrealenrd  depredation*  upon  our  {rontien";  and  be 
Biked  if  llie  Hiiuae  could  hrallate  about  nlikin|{  an  ap. 
praprialion,  or  about  making  it  on  the  inManl.  I'hia  was 
■  aubieal,  he  aaid,  upon  which  he  waa  much  excile<l, 
for  he  waa  aware  of  the  extreme  exposure  of  Ihe  fron- 
tier aclilrmenia. 

Mr.  T.  nid  he  had  information  from  >  genllrman  of 
hitrh  character,  juat  returned  from  a  reiidence  of  aiime 
■nun  Yh  in  Mexieis  that  the  proapect  cf  a  war  with  this 
country  waa  the  matt  commi>n  t»pic  of  eonversatiiin; 
that  Mexican  officers  of  high  slaniling  habiliially  talked 
of  the  eaay  conqiiett  of  Louuiianai  that  nothing  more 
wa»  necesury  than  lo  approach  ihe  confines  of  that 
Btale,  and  pnicUim  emancipation,  am]  that  the  work 
would  be  accomplished  by  Ihe  insurrectionary  ah*es. 
SanuAiina  is  now  within  two  dsys  of  Hatchitnches) 
tltcnee  to  New  Orleans  is  only  two  more.  Let  him  seixe 
our  arms  in  ihe  araenal  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  cicilc  and 
arm  the  slaves,  and  what  scents  of  hurnir  snd  atrocity 
may  not  be  looked  for.  He  could  not  enw  any  man 
his  feelings  wliu  shouh],  under  all  lliese  circiimttancea, 
refuse  to  take  all  proper  measures  for  the  security  of 
our  fniniier.  He  desired  to  protect  Ihe  aoiithcrn  fron- 
tier from  the  combined  fttro«iiy  of  a  apanish,  Indian, 
*nd  African  army. 

Mr.  T.  alluded  (o  the  most  inopportune  iniroduclinn 
into  this  debste  uf  the  subject  ofilsTery,  by  the  genile- 
man  from  Massac  hi  iseltsi  a  subject  always  excitmi;  be- 
yoml  aoy  other.  Hr  asked  if  the  genileman  thoujtht  it 
wise  or  sifis  to  refuse  the  proper  aid  and  protection 
to  the  oiunlcy,  because  it  might  lead  lo  an  addition  to 
the  political  power  of  the  sUve  States.  That  gentle- 
man had  iirsoiiated  away  Texasi  it  was  natural  that  he 
■hiHilil  be  diip'ised  to  guaranty  the  peacrable  enjnyment 
of  what  he  had  conveyed.  It  waa  said,  at  the  lime  that 
treaiy  was  mule,  by  the  enemies  of  that  gentleman,  ihst 
a  leading  motive  for  ceding  to  Spain  this  valuable  terri- 
tory wai  lo  prevent  Ihe  addition  which  it  would  m-ke 
lo  the  atavehuldii'g  interrsi.  Mr.  T.  had  not  joined  in 
those  charj(e%  but  he  rexrotted  that  Ihe  gentleman,  by 
■lis  avowal  lo-day,  should  have  furniahed  Such  strong 
cviilence  uf  the  existence  uf  aueli  feelinga  on  his  part. 

Hr.  ADAMS  said  this  wm  not  tb«  first  tinw  lincc  he 
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had  Iisd  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  nnr  Ihe  first 
time  this  session,  that,  when  he  had  made  any  remuks, 
his  observaiions  were  not  answered  by  a  replication  lo 
his  srfrumentu,  but  by  personal  attacks  upon  liim,  IliC 
individual.  The  rule  nf  the  House  was,  Ihat  gentlemen 
should  confine  themselves  to  the  qiieMinn  before  it,  and 
not  indulge  in  penonalitiea.  He  hail  heretofore  sst  in 
silence  and  heard  lliete  sUsck<,  fur  the  reasons  llial, 
though  he  h'd  a  right  to  oocupy  the  attention  of  ths 
ftoiiie  upon  Ihe  business  before  it,  lie  had  no  right  to 
occupy  it  for  himsrlf. 

Gentlemen  aeemed  lo  infer,  from  what  he  had  said, 
thai  he  was  going  to  nppose  tlie  appraprialiun.  He  had 
not  said  so.  He  wante'l  more  infurmaiion.  When  wa 
found  niirselvea  Involved  in  war,  a*  if  a  thirnderbiilt  ha<I 
fal'cn  from  a  clear  ally,  he  wanted  to  know  tne  Caiiie  of 
it;  and  when  he  hud  asked  a  qiiestiuij  of  the  chairman 
of  Ihe  Cnmmillee  of  Wnys  and  Meant,  he  waa  answered 
by  «  personal  attack.  The  gentleman  [Mr.  TaoMtaoN] 
says  [while  the  Mexican  minister  is  residing  here  undrr 
tlie  liuapitaliiy  of  the  cnimiry,  and  srciiK  by  the  law*  of 
nBtionsI  Ihst  he  is  an  able  man,  ami  a  great  intrifroeri 
anil  that  he  is  intriguing  against  the  United  Slalea.  Waf 
that  proper^  asked  Mr.  A.i  or -as  it  an  answer  to  hll 
inljitiry,  why  the  Mexicsn  minister's  answers  were  not 
Kiven  by  the  Secretary  of  Bta'e?  Another  gentleman 
[Mr.  Pirroii]  givea  a  very  pathetic  picture  of  the  di». 
trrases  of  llie  people  on  the  froniieri  but  liiat  was  nnt 
an  answer  lo  a  call  for  inlormalion.  H<- (Mr.  A.)  would 
vole  fur  miirKins  upon  millions — as  much  a*  iliat  gentle 
mant  he  would  pour  nut  the  whole  Treasury,  if  il  wera 
necessary,  for  the  defence  of  tl>al  Ironiirr;  but  l>a 
wanted  to  know  why  he  wai  called  upon  to  do  ii,  ami 
to  have  all  the  requisite  information.  He  lis<1  nhjreled 
to  ihe  onler  to  the  commamling  iieneral,  which  autlm- 
riird  him  to  invade  the  territory  of  a  friendly  Govern. 
menli  and  it  wna  no  answer  to  say  that  it  wasa  diaputeil 
boundary.  By  the  taws  of  naiiom  every  IhinK  in  dia> 
pute  must,  during  a  contest,  retnaiit  nt  »tata  gao/  and 
any  act  taking  puastasion  of  the  disputed  territory  is  an 

Mr.  A.  then  adverted  to  the  Intimation  that  he  had 
nefpitialed  so  aa  to  exclude  Texas  IVum  our  boidi-r  with 
a  view  to  Ihe  aboKiion  uf  alaveryt  ami  lie  would  tell  tha 
gentleman  [Mr.  Taoxrsoa]  a  little  nf  Ihe  history  of  that 
iranuciion.  When  he  net^utiatfd  the  treaty  willing  Iha 
boundary  between  the  United  Stales  snd  Mexico,,  he 
scled  by  the  instruction  of  Hr.  Monroei  a>.d  nothing 
wax  done,  not  a  line  of  the  treaty  written,  but  in  accord. 
ance  with  the  direction*  of  James  Monroe.  And  he 
(Mr.  A]  was  Ihe  last  man  in  the  cabinet  who  aaaented 
to  Ihe  treaty  with  the  boundary  a*  nnv  established.  He 
was  for  including  Tesaii  and  was  the  last  member  of 
Ihe  cabinet,  he  would  repeat,  who  assented  to  the  treslf 
with  Ihe  present  boundary  in  it.  And  lie  would  further 
inform  Ihe  genlleman  tliat,  by  direction  nf  James  Hon- 
roe,  before  Ihe  treaty  was  signed,  he  (Mr.  A.]  took  it 
to  General  Jackson,  he  being  then  in  this  oily,  and  ask> 
ed  him  if  it  ouglit  to  be  signed  with  that  boundiiry,  and 
he  ssiil,  yes.  General  Jackson  hsd  the  treaty  i>eroTa 
him  with  that  boundary,  and  approved  of  it)  and  ha 
(Mr.  A.)  di'l  at  last,  and  rehiclanlly,  assent  to  it.  Ila 
then  asked  if  the  gentleman's  insinuation*  were  aiuwer- 
ed. 

Mr.  THO^tPSOK  was  gl>d  that  he  hal  given  th« 
gentleman  [Mr.  AoiMa]  an  opportunily  of  setting  liim* 
self  right  before  lite  cuontry  on  a  subj-^t  upon  which 
injuslice  has  certainly  been  dune  him.  Hr.  T.  disclaim' 
e<l  the  slightestinlentiunal  diarcspect  to  the  Mextcsn" 
minialer.  He  waa  incapable  of  such  a  violation  of  cihit- 
lesy  ami  decorom.  Hs  had  always  heard  Ihst  the  Mex* 
icsn  minister  was  a  man  of  high  cliatacter  and  great 
ability,  and  be  oeant  Ihe  lerni  intriguer  in  no  dispat»> 
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ging*enict  ill  diplaniktiili  wer«  more  or  leu  lo.  He 
w»  fure  the  Hexicxn  Tnmiiter  w>i  >  Taithrul  ind  »b1e 
reprewntwive  of  Ihe  inlcreits  of  hit  caunlry. 

Mr,  RIPLEY  conlended  thai,  Yram  irant  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  country,  honorable  membera  bad,  in  hii  opin- 
ion, been  entirely  miilaken  in  rrlitian  to  the  orden 
which  hid  beeng-iven  by  General  Gainei,  and  the  {(roiinda 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale.  That  a  civil  war  wai 
now  raging  in  one  of  the  Mexican  Statet,  wai  s  Tact  of 
public  notoriety.  That,  on  Ihe  part  of  Sanla  Ann>,  it 
wai  wiged  in  the  moat  barbaroui  manner,  neither  re- 
■peciing  conveniion  nor  parole,  vis  equally  nolorioya. 
Priionen,  under  conveniion,  were  murdered  in  cold 
blood  I  nor  nraa  hctpln*  age  or  unolFendinf;  infancy  spared 
bf  ttlia  modern  Attila.  The  Dniled  Statet  had,  in  this 
war,  delerroiiicd  upon  a  slriet  neuiraliiy  between  the 
beUigeranll.     They  had  acted  upnn  thm  prmc'pln  but, 

Ihey  had,  upon  every  jiisl  principle  of  seir-defence,  hiRh 
inlereals  In  protect,  and  duties  lo  perform.  They  were 
bound  to  Ruard  their  own  terriiory  and  to  preserve  the 
lives  and  property  of  Ihelr  own  ciUzena.  The  mope  lan- 
giiiniry  and  failhlen  the  cliaPaoter  and  conduct  of-  one 
of  the  bellgeranls,  the  more  extensive  becomes  the 
meuures  «f  prevention  which  ihey  may  take,  and  which 
a  aevere  vigihnce,  or  even  siispiomn,  will  require. 

Now,  ur,  what  ii  the  position  of  Louiiiana'  On  her 
frontier  a  civil  war  nicea,  marked,  on  ihe  ps'l  of  (he 
Mexicans,  with  the  most  atruciniii  frrociiy.  If  Sinla 
Anna  perpetuates  hit  •anguinary  achemei",  and  imbodies 
hordea  of  Indiana,  who&e  mode  of  warfiire  we  are  ic- 
nriiinled  with,  and  that  b«n<)  of  patrinta  in  Texanirrsyed 
for  the  defence  of  their  homei,  their  Lberly  and  f.mlliea, 
thnuld  be  stricken  down,  you  have  but  aboul  aii  hundred 
men  in  ihe  field,  under  General  Gaines,  to  arrest  the 
prnicrefa  of  Sania  Ann*  and  his  myrmidnnt  to  New  Or- 
leans, Under  auch  a  aiale  of  ihinfta,  Louisiana  wmild 
toon  be  dranlated.  The  Country  betwrrn  the  Sabine 
and  Hissiitippi  contains  but  a  very  tiHj.ll  white  popula- 
tion. I  should  say,  in  the  four  wealern  piriihes  below 
Bed  river,  there  are  not  more  than  twelve  thousand 
whiles  to  forty  thousand  slivrs.  It  is  an  eilrtnrdinary 
hel,  from  the  formation  of  the  country,  that,  IflheTex- 
ians  and  (he  force  of  General  Gainri  should  be  deit  roved, 
a  thouaand  determined  mounted  men  could  dash  from 
the  Sabine,  cut  down  the  levees  on  Ihe  Miniissippi  in 
twenty  places,  inundate  the  whole  lower  cnuniry,  de- 
stroy New  Orleana,  and  rrtire  before  >  population  could 
be  collected  lo  make  brad  ai^initihem.  Iithii  romance, 
or  is  it  sober  reality?  I  appeal  to  my  honorable  col- 
league for  the  correcleeti  of  my  ttatrment. 

Qenenl  Giinet  hat  matte  a  requiiltion  on  Governor 
While,  who  has  declined  complying  with  II,  for  want  of 
fundt,  Ihe  LeRialature  not  brlnjt  in  irsiiiin.  He  hts  con- 
versed with  Gener.1  Pl.nche,  the  i^illant  leader  of  Ihe 
legion,  who  it  rendy  lo  march  with  that  cnrpt,  excelled 
by  none  in  discipline,  chivalry,  and  palrioliam.  Lei  ua, 
then,  appropriate  Ihe  fundi  which  Ihii  bill  conlemphies, 
•nd  remove  Ihe  difficulty  the  Governor  hat  rsi»ed— a  dif- 
ficutiy  on  all  former  •iccaaiont  unheard  of  in  Louidanat 
for  the  hit  sprunft  lo  ariis  and  fought  most  nobly,  on 
every  rcquitilir.n  of  ihe  Gnvtrnment. 

The  Secretary  of  Stale  hat  f.irnlslied  the  views  of  the 
Preaideni  in  relation  to  Ihe  course  this  Government 
would  pursue  in  ease  of  our  neutrality  bein(r  threalened. 
They  are  Riven  in  the  spirii  of  honeat  neutnlitv.  and  are 
at  the  tame  time  evincive  of  theclearesi  military  ibreiight. 
They  ihow  the  firm,  upriRhi  determination  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  protecl  the  citizens  of  our  froniiert.  After 
reading  these  documenta,  Ihey  can  repose  in  quiel|  with- 
out ihem,  feara  and  apprchentiont  would  have  induced 
them  to  inatant  removal. 

We  know,  kir,  ibat  the  true  Sabine  baa  never  been 


definitely  settled.  A  treaty  ha*  been  ntiied  (o  effect  it 
immediately.  We  know,  loo,  that  the  branch  running 
through  Nacogdoches  it  the  western  branch  of  thtwe 
itreanu  which  empty  into  the  Babine  lake,  and  all,  uni- 
ted, forrh  the  Sabine  to  the  aea.  -  Tbe  Babine  lake  i* 
only  a  widening  of  the  Babine  river,  in  eonaequencc  of 
low  lands  on  the  banks,  and,  in  ordinary  water,  ii  only 
one  or  two  miles  broad,  and  is,  in  fact,,  the  true  river.  Of 
course,  until  Ihe  line  ii  run,  our  Ouvernntent  should  not 
tuffer  the  Meiicani  or  Texlana  to  lake  poateasion  of  any 
intermediate  point  of  the  valley  of  tbe  Sabine.  Ihe  long- 
est branch  of  the  Sabine  river  ii  now  reported  lo  be 
many  miles  westward  of  (he  supposed  limits  of  Louisiana. 
Arkanaaa  has  already  organiied  two  populous  counliea 
above  the  33d  degree  to  the  westward  of  the  branch 
which  his  been  considered  in  Louivanaatlhc  true  branch, 
because  we  never  have  explored  tlie  country.  Arkan* 
sas  has  dune  it,  and  organiied  her  cuunliea,  being  con- 
vinced that  the  ueatern  branch  ia  the  longeat  branch  of 
the  river,  and  of  course  Is  the  irue  Sabine,  wilbin  the 
meaning  of  the  treaty.  Te»a»,  also  cUimt  ihii  Territory. 
Now,  air,  what  Is  the  ground  which  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  hai  assumed,  and  which  the  honorable  member 
from  MatiHchutetIt  [Mr.  AsiMt}  hat  ao  teverely  ccn- 
BuredF  Why,  it  it  this:  that  until  the  lioe  iadefinitely 
settled,  the  valley  of  Ihe  Sabine  Aall  remain  neutral 
ground.  We  attume  no  hoatile  altitude  toward*  ihe  bel- 
ligeranttt  but  we  haverightt  lobeetiablitliedonihe  fron* 
tier  lerritory.  One  of  thrac  rights  it  peuceably  to  explore 
all  Iheac  branches  of  Ihe  Sabine  river,  for  (he  purpose  of 
BiCertiining  Ihe  Irue  line  contemplated  by  the  treaty. 

If  either  the  Mexicans  or  TeXiana  attempt,  with  an 
armed  liirce,  to  occupy  one  of  Ihe  branchea  dI  the  Sa- 

(noli^ing  both  parties)  ahould  advance  to  old  fort  Na- 
cogdoches, litualed  upon  tbe  western  branch,  and  hold 
it  until  the  true  boundaiy  is  ascertained.  It  this  not  aol- 
ing  In  good  faith  ai  a  neutral'  li  it  taking  any  part  in 
Ihe  warF  Is  it  not  frankly  apprizing  ihe  lleiican  chief 
Ihat  Iheae  movements  are  only  proviiionatlj  made,  toae- 
cure  our  rights  in  running  an  undefined  boundary,  by 
nul  allowing  aiy  mlllliry  pouestion  lo  be  pernunenlly 
assumed  F  Aa  a  military  position,  it  is  the  only  one  which 
can  be  taken  by  (General  Gainea  to  cover  our  populallon 
from  the  Mexican*  and  their  Indian  alliei.  Bear  in  mind, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  General  Gainea  it  on  the  east  tide  of 
whit  hia  been  tiipprtaed  to  be  the  miin  Sabine,  though 
now  it  is  doubted  whether  It  be  ao.  There  are  upon  ihe 
weitern  braiMh,  in  advance  of  Goners  I  Guinea,  thirty  or 
forty  miles  lo  the  norlhwctl,  two  countiei  of  Arkansa* 
aoulh  of  Red  river.  Theso  two  counties  cannot  heap, 
pruached  at  thia  season  with  an  army  by  any  ulher  rnuie 
than  the  road  to  Nact^ochesi  and  if  General  Gainea 
were  lo  remain  in  hia  position,  and  allow  Ihe  Mrxlcan 
force  lo  occupy  Nacogdoches,  Ihey  would,  in  fact,  be  bet- 
tween  him  and  thutecuunliei  he  would  be  called  upon  to 
defend.  The  frontier  population  would  be  arparated 
from  the  army  which  wat  lo  protect  It,  with  tlie  Mexi- 
cans and  Camanchei  between. 

Suppiiae,  fur  a  moment,  the  Mexican  army  poited  at 
Naciigdochea,  wilh  a  ditposition  to  dlilurb  our  neutral- 
ity. I  do  not  preiume  that  they  poiaeii  that  dispouiioni 
Ihe  Government  doei  not  preiume  ili  but,  in  such  an 
event,  Ihey  cnuld  have  a  tmall  corpa  of  observation  upon 
the  road  that  leadi  to  Louisiana,  to  prevent  information 
from  reaching  General  Gaines,  while  Ihe  prineipil  force 
could  Join  the  Camsnclie  Indiana  towards  ihe  Arhamas, 
a  distance  of  fifiy  mile*  from  Nacogduchei,  and  our  force 
would  be  thrown  perfectly  han  de  earrtbal.  These  fact* 
appear  to  render  it  indiipeniably  neceuary  lo  the  aafcty 
of  our  frontier  lo  aiaume  a  poiilion  which  will  effect a- 
ally  cover  it,  until  the  line  be  definitively  settled,  and 
tbe  boundary  fixed  by  the  ci 


,A_.OOglC 


S525 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Mir  r,  1B36.] 


Dtfinte  af  Oe  Wt^ltm  f]nnlitr. 


Tha  honorable  mrmber  from  HMMchuietU  [Mr.  Ad- 
uii]  hu  ■uumetl  potiiioni  vhichi  onnot  brlicve  teiwble, 
boib  in  regird  to  the  atitement  of  the  eonftrence  of  the 
Srorettry  of  8t>te,  with  the  Menun  mlniiter,  *nd  lo  the 
letter  of  GcDCnl  Gmlnci)  wherein  he  atilet  that,  under 
oertkin  eircumatincei,  he  will  eroH  the  Sabine  with  hit 
troops,  if  it  be  ncceuary  to  protect  our  neutralilj  and 
defend  Ihe  homei  and  fireiiclei  of  ouf  frontier  inhibil- 
Bntii  knd  for  Ihii  Qenenl  Gaines  ia  censured  bj  the  hen- 
arable  member. 

The  facts  (  hSTC  alreuly  slated  will  form  for  that  g«l- 
lint  ofBcer  hia  complete  JualiHcation.  He  cannot,  in  any 
ofber  way,  cDver  the  (wo  cnuntiea  of  Arkanats  whicb 
■re  adTanced  on  one  of  the  branche*  of  (he  Sibine  at 
leut  titty  mile*  farther  west  than  the  preaeot  marked 
boundary  of  Louiaianat  and  is  there  anjr  thin;  new  in  the 
doctrine  that  a  ntutral  haa  a  right  to  eroaa  a  neighboring 
tine,  if  in  good  faiih  it  be  iteceaurj  to  save  li«r  own  cit- 
iicnsand  territory  From  detolationf 

The  honorable  i)teinber  allrgra  that  it  would  he  de- 
claring war.  Sir,  in  the  fini  Seminole  war,  that  honora- 
ble menber  thought  otherwite.  On  that  occasion,  in 
one  of  the  moit  maaterly  argumenls  which  has  ever  em- 
anated from  the  staleemen  of  this  republic,  contained 
in  the  letter  from  (he  honorable  member,  then  Secrttary 
of  Stkte,  to  Don  Onia,  in  vindicaiion  of  General  Jackson, 
he  perfectly  establiihed  ■  contrary  doctrine,  the  precite 
doctrine  faf  which  General  Gitnea  contends.  That  atate 
paper  has  bean  published  to  the  worldi  and  it  baaretect- 
*d  the  bluest  character  not  only  upon  the  honorable 
member,  but  upon  the  character  of  our  country. 

Much  haa  been  said  uponthiifloor  respecting  the  char- 
acter of  the  populalion  of  Texas,  and  the  ■ature  of  this 
Texian  war,  I  was  sorry  to  hear  bonorable  members 
denounce  (hat  chinctcr,  and  represent  this  war  ai  pro- 
duced by  land  sptcuUtors,  and  by  renrgadoea  lo  (heir 
flBti*e  land.  Sir,  it  haa  been  my  lot,  from  my  contigu- 
ity of  position,  to  be  acquainted  with  a  numeroua  por- 
tion of  the  Texian  people.  I  hare  almost  my  whole  life 
lived  upon  a  frontier.  Hy  Stat  associations  were  crea- 
ted amidst  the  log  oabins  in  Maine,  on  the  Esslern  fron- 
tier, and  on  the  frontier  of  New  Tork  during  the  wari 
and  let  me  tell  you,  thit  amidst  sM  the  inhabitants  or  a 
new  country  lh*t  I  hare  been  icoiialnted  with,  Texu  is 
■econd  to  none  in  the  chancier  of  her  population.  Aus- 
tin, as  a  lawgirer,  and  the  builder  up  of  civiliiition,  is 
inferior  lo  none  that  hate  figured  in  forming  new  con- 
munitiea  on  this  continent. 

The  people  of  Te«w  hold  their  right  oFlenitory  by 

■  more  just  title  Ihan  most  of  the  States.  They  acqui- 
red it  by  the  colonization  of  Hexicoi  by  the  Mexicans' 
plighted  Failh.  They  haTe  not  conquered  it  from  the 
aarages,  the  native  posseaaors.  In  the  controversy  be- 
tween Spain  and  Mexico,  many  Americans  were  in  the 
ranks,  fighting  fgr  Mexican  freedom.  For  a  short  time 
Ihe  Kexiesn  people  were  grateful,  and  under  this  Im- 
pulse, they  made  grants  of  lands  to  the  early  settlers  of 
Texas,  for  the  double  purpose  of  settling  their  wilder- 
ness, and  for  creating  a  barrier  against  the  Camanches 
and  other  Indiana  of  Red  river,  and  to  protect  (he  in- 
habitants of  the  interior  Stales.  They  also  adopted  the 
constitution  oflBSi,  and  Ihe  Colon;iation  lawof  thesame 
year)  and  under  these  guarantee*  (he  Americans  emi- 
grated, until  100,000  inhabitants  had  populated  Ihe  coun- 
try. Ciriliislion  and  intelligence  bad  apread  their  in- 
fluence* over  a  country  before  wild  and  desolate,  In 
every  stage  these  coloniata  had  been  loyal  and  faithful 
lo  the  Mexican  GoTernmenl.  In  iheir  conitltution  it 
was  provided  that,  when  Texas  should  contain  a  popu- 
lation of  forty  thousind  souls,  they  should  he  admitted 
M  ■  State  into  the  Mexican  Federal  Union.     Texas  took 

■  census,  anil  found  that  they  had  more  than  that  num- 
ber.    They  pttttknicd  for  adminian  u  •  SHrte,  aitd 


nearly  two  years.  Still  they  did  not  fly  ttt 
armi|  out  when  that  monster  in  hufuan  shape.  Santa 
Anns,  with  a  proHigate  priesthood,  and  a  atill  more 
abandoned  soldiery,  struck  down  the  free  const itu (ion  of 
Ueiieof  when  ihey  invaded  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
coercing  her  lo  the  same  degraded  stale,  the  war  cry  of 
liberty  was  ihundered  forlli-t  In  Ibe  same  spirit  whicli 
animated  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  the  brave,  (ho 
f  reeborn  Texians  resolved  lo  live  free  or  die.  Let  Iheir 
beautiful  country,  now  waste  and  deaolatet  let  their 
Spartan  matrons,  now  houaelesi  and  destitute;  let  Iha 
crimson  torrents,  poured  out  at  the  Alamn,  bear  witncM 
hosr  nobly  they  have  kept  their  vow.  Tel,  sir.  at  that 
consecrated  spot,  another  monument  haa  been  raiaed  to 
the  soul-itirring  spirit  of  freedom.  Greece  bad  her 
Thermopylc  In  the  Alamo,  as  bright  a  beacon-light 
of  liberty  ha*  been  kindled,  and  Travera  and  his  brasc 
associates  will  rank  on  Ihe  pages  of  impartial  hialoty 
with  the  imraurtat  Lconidat  and  hia  Spartan  band. 

Mr.  RBGD  aaid  this  was  a  subject  of  great  magnitude. 
A  war  was  laging  in  Texas,  but  it  waa  a  wir  in  which 
we  had  no  right  to  engage.  Texas  was  not  a  psrt  of  tba 
United  States,  nor  should  we  coniider  those  contending 
there  against  the  Uexicans  "  our  citizens."  We  may 
feel  unmlngled  regret  for  the  pain  and  distres%  for  tha 
cruellies  and  barbarities  with  which  the  wsr  isprosecuted, 
and  the  awful  waste  and  wanton  destruction  oflivei. 
Our  sympathies  may  be  excited,  but  our  responsibility 
to  Dur  country  forbids  our  acting  under  the  influence  <n 
such  excitement. 

Our  proceedings  this  day  (said  Mr.  R.)  upon  this  tub- 
jecl  have  been  novel  and  extraordinary.  Not  content 
with  the  printed  com  muni  call  ons  from  Ihe  War  Depart- 
ment, which  have  been  l*1d  before  us,  we  have  been 
called  upon  to  listen  to  the  reading  from  the  Clerk*! 
desk  ofaneirapaper  comment  upon  the  Teiiin  war.  It 
parporls  to  be  a  comment  upon  the  deapatche*  of  Santa 
Anns.  When  Ihe  reading  of  the  paper  waa  called  for, 
it  was  understood  by  many  that  the  despatches  or  bulle- 
tini  of  Santa  Anna  were  to  be  read)  but  it  was  not  so. 
We  have  been  called  upon  to  listen  to  an  editorial  article, 
of  a  violent,  extravagant,  and  highly  exciting  character. 
Among  other  IhingF,  ihe  editor  slalea  that  Santa  Anna  ' 
report!  that  the  dead  bodies  oF  600  Texians  were  found 
within  the  walls  of  AInmni  this  ia  pronounced  false,  as  it 
is  said  the  garrison  consisted  uf  only  IBS  men.  Again,  It 
is  said  Santa  Anna  reports  he  had  60  killed  and  300 
wounded)  thia  statement  ii  alaO  pronouncid  false,  and  tt 
isexuUingly  slated,  it  a  matter  of  history,  that  Banta 
Anna's  loss  in  killed  snd  wounded  exceeded  1,000.  I 
forbear  to  notice  Iheie  newspsper  remarks)  they  sre  cal- 
culated to  excite  feelings  (hat  unfit  ui  far  grave  and  wise 
legislatinn.  They  are  not  calculated  to  instruct  or  en. 
lighten  this  House,  ard  it  ia  unworthy  the  cbsracter  uf 
the  Representatives  of  the  United  Slatea  to  give  to  such 
editorial  comments  so  much  weight  and  influence.  The 
bill  we  are  coniidering  ia  an  spprDpriation  Ibr  the  de- 
fence of  Ihe  Western  frontier.  The  papers  read  are 
calculBlcd,  I  will  not  ray  intended,  to  excite  our  aym- 
palhy  for  the  Texians,  our  indignation  a^inst  tantk 
Anna  and  Ihe  Mexicans,  and,  of  course,  lo  involve  us  in 
Ihe  war  with  Mexico. 

The  gentleman  from  Louis^ans,  [Mr.  Riplit,]  who  hai 
just  Mt  down,  has  given  uss  high  character  of  Ihe  Tex- 
ians, snd  has  also  undertaken  to  thow  that  Ihe  bound- 
ary line  between  Ihe  United  Stales  and  Mexico  )■  a  dis- 
puted line.  I  answer  lo  these  remarks  thai  we  hare 
nothing  lo  do  with  the  charscler  of  Ihe  TeX'sns.  If 
they  have  choaeti  lo  abandon  this  country  and  itafree 
institutions,  and  become  citiiena  of  Mexico,  they  had  a 
right  so  to  do.  Our  citiiens  have  no  part  or  lot  in  the 
case,  and  it  vtwld  be  moM  erucl  and  unjtut  to  Inrolve 
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Ihem  in  >  Trx<tn  vir  wilh  Mriico.  I  do  not  pretrTuI 
aecimtely  lo  unrter»t»n(l  the  boiin<1«ry  beiwern  this 
cminiry  (nd  Mexieoi  but  whetlirrdispiiiFdnrditpiitiblp, 
the  pmieiil  i*  no  fit  iiceaiion  fur  the  idjiiMmenl  of  nich 
diHiciiItie*-  8if,  ilio  rxcUeinent  in  rpfturd  In  ilie  Tn- 
Ian  w*r,  iq  prrvailintr  in  llie  cuiinlry,  ami  in  lomr  plicci 
■o  vinlent  unit  irrcaiitiblp,  in  my  npiniun  receitri  no 
smsM  Hill  and  tiippnrt  fn'm  tpcculaturB.  N<it  content 
«ri)h  buying  iikI  lellitijc  the  ml  ind  pertnnal  calmie  In 
llieir  own  ountry,  llirie  speculalort  have  puiheil  iheir 
■dvcnliircR  inio  MrX'Ciit  they  have  purchawd  vaat  iriCEi 
oflandin  Trzm,  and  we  are  to  be  precipitated  into  ■ 
war  Kiih  Mexico  tn  perfrcl  Ibe  litle  to  their  new  ac- 
qiiiiilion*  by  conqiieil.  When  nich  men  en  "■yitipB< 
tnv,"  and  "  rrgard  fcir  llieir  brethren,"  and  wniilil  in- 
V<>lve  U«  In  war  for  llieir  proleclinn.  Ihcy  are  thinking 
oflbeirrich  hnd*,  greit  bargains,  and  splendid  apec- 
Ulalinni.  lliey  h'ipe  war  may  eniuet  they  hope  In  liie 
end  Teiaa  may  be  ceded  (o  ihia  cnnnlry,  and  llieii  tliey 
will  preient  the  tillea  lliey  now  hold  la  llirae  landi  for 
ennlirniitlnn.  In  that  event,  we  ahall  aee  theie  men, 
now  mixad  in  the  niaaa  nf  Teiian  palriola,  In  ihrir  Iriie 
eharacera  of  land  aproilalora  in  Texaa.  I,  air,  have  nn 
■)inpaihy  for  (heae  apecutalorii  I  hope  Ibis  nation  may 
jiot  be  ilrcrived  by  llieir  preieniled  love  of  the  Texiana, 
and  cenaibil-ty  and  nyaipatby  fur  their  autFrring  breiliren 
in  Texas.  There  a<e  pnliliciaiu,  alin,  who  are  making 
threwil  calciilationa  aa  tu  cause  tind  effect,  and  power 
■nd  cnn'roli  who  desire  war  lo  acquire  Teiai.  Thna 
«e  are  threatuied  with  war  for  the  benefit  oF  land  spec- 
Ulnion  an<l  polliical  ipecidatnrs. 

Tile  Clerk  ha  alio  read,  by  the- order  of  tliit  Houae, 
■  Irtter  from  General  Gainea,  commiinicaled  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.  1  think  it  an  eilranrdinary  letter, 
Illy  ca'cnlaed  lo  impite  confidence  in  the  aulhor.  I 
will  read  an  rxiract  from  the  letter.  General  Gainea 
Obiervra:  ■•  Should  I  find  a  dlipoHlinn  on  the  pxrt  oF 
the  Uexicanr,  or  lliclr  red  allien,  to  menace  n<ir  frontirn, 
I  cannot  hut  ileem  it  to  be  iry  duty  not  only  lo  hold  llie 
Irnnpaof  my  command  in  readmeaa  for  action  in  defence 
of  our  alrnder  fmnlltr,  but  to  anticipate  their  lawleii 
tnoiemenlaby  crofainy  our  suppoatd  or  imaRinary  na- 
tional biniiidary,  and  meelin;;  the  aavage  marauder 
wherever  to  be  found,  in  tbeir  approach  toward  ou 
frontier." 

The  above  la  the  lanfcusRe  of  the  cnmmander.in-ehief 
upon  the  Mexican  frontier.  To  him  ia  inimaied 
]treaerva1ian  of  peace,  under  circnmaTancea  of  great 
difficiihy  and  the  moat  violent  exciirment.  [  have 
tioiliing  to  aay  of  General  Guinea  aa  an  officer  and  s  man 
of  honor  and  tcood  intentioni  but  I  heiiiale  not  to  aay 
I  l»ve  no  confidence  in  hii  jiidRment  and  diacrelloni 
I  would  not  confide  to  him  a  iruat  of  auch  vital  impor- 


tin-i  (and  he  ia  the  aole  judge  oF  the  di«poaiiir>n,)  he 
will  crnsa  llie  tnppnted  or  imaginary  naiional  bonnda- 
Tiea,  and  meeting  the  maraiidera  wlierever  to  be  found, 
he.  To  croaalhe  boundariea  would  be  war,  or  juat 
CBuac  of  wan  and  yet  General  Galnca  informa  ua  he  i» 
a b nut  I o  do  an,  ifhefindaa  dlapositinn— yea,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, if  he  fiiidi  a  diapoaition  lo  menace.  Such  looae 
nprratfona  ahow  hltn  unworthy  the  great  Iruet  now  re- 
poaed  in  him;  and  j^el,  if  i  underaiand  the  commiinici- 
tiiin  of  our  Executive,  his  views  are  aubalanlially  ap- 
proved  and  adoptedL  We  have  reason  lo  apprehend, 
under  auch  cireiimitancea,  that  he  haa  crossed  what  h« 
ealla  the  auppoud  or  imaginary  line,  or  that  be  may 
crvii  ii,  and  that  war  may  be  the  rrsult. 

Tbe  power  of  making  war  and  peace,  by  the  eonili- 
liilion  ia  delegated  and  mlructed  to  Congress  alone.  I 
fisax  «e  are  delegating  it  to  Genenl  GaioM^  and  that  w« 


have  placed  the  aafety  and  pttce  of  the  country  in  hia 
keeping.  He  will  anticipate  the  war,  and  not  atand 
upnn  deFence,  if  the  enemy  but  show  a  diapotilion  to 
menace.  He  will  not  wail  for  hoatile  acta  or  even 
threats.  Hewlll  croaa  the  snppnaed  or  imaginary  bound. 
ariea.  And  what  ia  the  difference  between  real  and 
imaginary  boundariesF  How  far  will  he  advacce  into 
■he  Mexican  territory^  Wh^t  aecurily  haa  the  country 
in  hia  wiadom,  forbearance,  and  aoiind  diacretion'  But 
he  is  anthorlxed  to  occupy  the  diaputed  Irrritoryi  and, 
ai  lias  been  well  aaid  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Anun,] 
we  have  nn  better  right  or  aullKtrity  to  occupy  dii^u- 
led  territory  than  territory  not  diapuled.  It,  imlee^, 
there  be  disputed  territory,  it  doe*  not  yet  belong  to  iia, 
and  the  present  ia  not  a  fit  occaaon  to  aeiie  upon  and 
occopy  iL 

But  Ihia  marcliing  wiih  a  hoatile  army  into  the  eoun> 
try  of  a  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  peace  ia  not  to  be 
conaiderpd  a  hoatile  act.  Mexico  ia  to  consider  il  paci- 
fic. Will  tliey  ao  conaider  ItF  Would  any  nation  ao  con- 
test the  honesty,  sincerity,  and  aoundneaa  of 


pnnue  the  fugitive  army,  hia  opponentx,  into  ovr  cfttin. 
try,  would  it  excite  no  vindictive  and  aangiiinary  frel- 
ing*,  no  apirit  uF  hostility,  no  waiUke  temper!  I  hope 
and  Iniat  tliat,  whatever  may  be  the  aeault  nf  llie  war 
in  TexB«,  he  will  never  think  nf  makii'gr  'such  an  »t- 
tempt.  Bnt  the  mere  preaumptinn  that  lie  may  pass 
the  bniindary  excites  the  most  violent  reelings,  and 
calla  forth  the  moat  inlempenile  expreaainn  oF  tlcae 
feeling*  in  and  out  of  thia  Hmiae.  Yet  anme  Fcrm  lo 
auppoae  we  may  pn<a  the  line  into  Mexicni  that  we  may 
ncciipy  peaceably  the  domininna  of  Santa  Anna,  without 
giving  just  cause  of  war,  or  even  eumplainl. 

One  nrinild  nippoae  that  auch  incoiisiitency  cmitd  not 
eacape  the  nhiervallon  of  wise  men.  upon  whom  reatf 
an  awful  responsibility!  men  sItUBled  aa  we  are,  influ- 
enced, I  tniM,  by  no  slnialer  motive*  or  unworthy  con- 
■ideralinna,  and  to  whom  arc  intrusted  tlie  dealimetoT 
the  nation — the  power  of  miking  war  and  peace. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TmoxtMOw] 
haa  stated  a  conversation  held  within  a  few  Hays  with  a. 
distinguished  gentleman  in  relatinn  to  what  he  calls  in- 
Irignea  of  Mr.  Gorosliia,  the  present  Mexican  miniater 
in  the  United  Stiles.  Khite  resident  in  Gr^at  Hrilain. 
As  1  waa  present,  and  participated  In  the  conveiaation 
referred  to,  I  feel  bounil  to  aiate  thai  I  underatoorl  iha 
conduct  of  G  <rn(tlia,  called  Intrlgiira,  above  referred 
lo,  to  have  been  repretentaliona  to  the  Bfltish  Cnvem- 
ment  Ihai  the  United  States  were  endeavoring  lo  oblain 
Texaa,  and  he  waa  opposed  to  parting  with  it,  and  waa 
hia  power  to  prevent  the  United 


a  from 


ining  It 


hia  conJFClurea  and  iiirplclona,  at  least  ai 
regarda  a  portion  of  tliii  country,  (how  <ar  our  Govern- 
ment have  interfered  I  kmiw  not,)  were  founded  in  truth, 
and  I  regret  ibat  any  remark  haa  been  made  exnreabing 
unkind  feelinga  Inward  the  representative  of  a  Govern- 
ment at  peace  with  ua. 

Again:  What  reason  Can  be  given  f<>r  prraenting  (o 
thia  House  a  part  of  a  conference  between  Mr.  Forayth 
and  Mr.  Gi.roitiii,  the  Mexican  mlniaterr  Why  have 
we  not  been  favored  with  the  reply  oFthe  Mexican  inin> 
iater^  When  Mr.  Foraytli  inFurmed  that  minialer,  that 
"ahoiild  the  Ironpa,  [vis:  the  troopa  of  the  United 
States,]  in  performance  of  their  duty,  be  advanced  be- 
yond the  point  Mexico  might  auppoae  within  the  terriiorj 
of  the  United  Statea,  the  occupation  would  be  precau- 
tionary and  provlaionat,  and  would  be  abandoned  when- 
ever (the  line  being  run  and  the  true  limits  marked}  the 
dialurbaucti  ia  (lutt  region  ibould  c«ate,  ibey  being  tlia 
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only  motile  fnp  U,"  whtt  ituwer  did  the  Mriic&n  minit- 
trr  nwkeP  If  he  pnneH  one  half  the  tnlent  and  nipcitr 
be  w  repiite<l  to  pn>Ku,  I  veniure  lo  prriiime  lia  re- 
plied dMtinclly  Ihit  we  coiild  not  be  permitted  to  t«ke 
poneHinn  of  tnd  occupy  ihiit  lerrilory  durinff  the  v«r 
w'ltli  Texu.  Bill  whitFTer  wu  tiii  reply,  it  ihould  not 
bkve  been  w'tlhhetd  it  thii  time  From  tliii  Houiv. 

The  bill  before  iii  C>«'d  Hr.  II.)  ii  >  bill  making  pro- 
Vwon  for  the  defence  of  the  Weatern  frantirr.  Our 
country  muM  be  proireled  and  defended.  I  trail  cTcry 
man  In  Ihu  Hnun  ii  remdy  ftnd  villinfr  to  appmpriale  all 
■rvoney  that  may  be  necenary  for  tint  object.  But  I 
proteH  aglkinat  adopting  the  opinions  and  tugf^enlan* 
which  hare  been  preaenled  to  ui,  to  induce  iit  to  mike 
thU  appropriation.  In  votlnir  thia  appmprialian,  ve 
unction  no  opinion*  in  fairor  of  •  war  with  .Mexico.     I 

Cte«t  a)(*tn*t  the  courae  of  our  procredinii— rending 
le*anl  paperi,  only  calculated  to  excite  (tie  reelingi, 
and  priidnee  an  improper  influence  upon  nur  pawlnna 
and  underaUndingi.  I  tnut  Ihat  il  ia  not  the  intention 
of  thia  Unuw,  directly  or  by  implioallnn.  to  appro*e  of 
any  irar  in  adrance.  I  think  it  wnild  be  beiter  to  poal- 
pone  the  nibjeet,  aa  haa  been  auirgrited,  and,  1  believe,, 
•laeiited  to  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayi 
And  Heana,  for  a  day,  and  hare  theie  paprri  printed) 
biit  I  perceive  it  ia  determined  lo  pim  the  bill  tbii  eve- 
nlnp;.  In  vntinf  far  the  ipproprialion  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontier,  we  YOte  for  an  appropriation  for  thai 
•peciflo  object  alone.  I  proteit  agiinat  delegating  power 
to  Genervl  Qainea,  or  even  to  the  Bxrciitive,  lo  mike 
war,  or  In  dii  inch  acta  at  necenarily  remit  in  war.  Tet 
we  are  called  upon  lo  ro<e  money  to  nipport  an  army  to 
defpod  the  country,  which  wi>  have  frcat  reaion  to  ap. 
prehend  will  atnime  oflcnaive  openlinna.  Thia  army  is 
■laiiuned  on  the  fmniier,  and  in  ihe  vicinity  a',  the  Trxian 
wan  and  great  effbrlii,  throughnut  thecountry,  are  made 
(a  exeite  the  paaaiona  and  enliat  (he  feelings  to  engage 
in  (hat  war.  These  frelinga  will,  no  doubt,  operate  wilh 
the  greatrat  violence  on  the  border*  and  frantiir  of  the 
eounlr^,  where  our  army  ia  alatinned.  I  hope  war  miy 
be  avoidedi  and,  I  repeat,  I  am  willing  to  vute  all  need' 
ful  auppliea  in  defrnd  Ihe  fVonlier,  but  not  a  dollar  that 
may,  by  implication,  jiialify  war  wilh  Meiicot  nnl  a  dot 
br  lo  atd  or  wipporl  General  Qainea  In  paaiing  aiippoaed 
or  imtginary  linra,  or  in  commitling  any  hoallle  act  which 
may  be  {iiM  caiiie  ol  war. 

Mr.  WILI.1AM9,  orKenliicky,  Bp<ike  aa  foHowi: 
Mr.  Chairmani  I  am  in  favor  of  ilie  paawge  of  Ihe 
bill  under  coniiilerat  ion  forlhwithi  lam  againal  any  rie* 
lay  w'laterer.  What  good  ia  to  reiult  by  poatponing  the 
conaid--ntion  of  Ihe  ribject  uniil  Hondiy,  or  lo  any 
other  day'  Why  not  act  upnn  il  immediately'  Have 
ve  not  aufllcient  data  In  aatialy  our  mind*  of  the  expedi- 
ency and  pmprieiy  nf  immrdiate  action?  Are  Tvol  the 
enmmiinicatlnnaJTiitread  at  the  CI erk'a  table,  from  Gen- 
eral Galnea  tn  the  Secretary  nf  War,  and  the  renponsea 
of  Ihe  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Gainei,  aiiflicient  lo 
laliafy  llie  mnatincredutouanfihe  probabitiiy  nf  ihecom- 
miaaion  of  depredaliona  by  ihc  Iniliani  upon  our  Wcalern 
fmniier,  and  of  their  being  excited  and  stimulated  In 
Ulow  outrage*  by  (be  usurper  and  tyrant,  Santa  Anna? 
I  am  prepared  to  vole  for  the  sum  aiked  in  Ibis  bill,  or 
any  other  aum  that  may  be  necenary  lo  provide  for  Ihe 
defence  of  our  Weatern  frontier.  1  am  somewhat  aalnn. 
lahrd  at  Ibe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  HiMachii. 
■elta.  [Hr.  RisD,]  ill  rrlation  to  the  alarm  and  fear  that 
be  eiitertaina  of  the  probability  of  a  war  between  thi* 
ration  and  Mexico:  the  iludow  of  war,  yea,  Icsa  than 
Ihe  ahadow,  the  mere  annunciation  of  war,  appears  lo 
alarm  the  gentleman.  Sir,  I  am  not  ao  eaaily  alarmed. 
I  am  not  afraid  lo  apeak,  and  to  apeak  in  favor  of  war 
agaiast  Santa  Anna,  if  It  ahah  beeonte  neoeaiary,  BIr, 
l»  fentleoMii  Iron   Haita^lttitttla'  [Hr,   AsAva]  bat 


seen  fii,  in  Ihe  remarks  he  ha*  made,  to  aHude  to  the 
resolution  which  1  had  ihe  honor  lo  aak  the  Houae  to 
eoniider  a  few  days  since,  proposing  an  inquiry  Inio  the 
propriety  of  acknowledging  (lie  independence  of  Texas, 
The  gentleman  considered  thai  move  aa  premature,  and 
being  calculated  in  the  enil  lo  lead  lo  war.  Sir,  I 
have  nut  said,  nor  dol  intend  lo  Hy,  tbst  I  am  for  ma- 
kinjf  a  wanlon  aitack  and  sn  offensive  war  upon  Mrxicof 
but  I  now  lake  occaiion  to  say,  (and  such  ever  wilt  be  my 
senlimenla,)  thai  if  Santa  Anna  shall  give  ua  a  Jusliflabla 
cause  for  war,  I  am  for  wari  if  he  shall  only  crota 
OUT  line,  only  put  one  foot  over  on.  our  territory 
for  purpoaes  of  wari  or  if  he  sliall  only  menacingly  shake 
hia  fiat  at  ua,  oT  grit  liis  teeth,  or  excite  and  encour* 
age  the  Indiana  upon  nur  frontier  to  drrda  of  iTiaa>a< 
ere  and  outrage,  I  am  for  aeveri'ig  hia  head  from  his 
biidy.  The  gentleman  from  Haiaachuaetli  [Mr.  Asam>] 
hai  spoken  of  Santa  Anna  aa  Ihe  head  of  a  great  repub- 
lic. He,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  called  and  enlilted,  upon 
IheQaDrofiheConRreaaor  the  United  Stales,  the  head 
of  a  great  repiiblicl  Sir,  lie  ia  emilled  to  po  other 
name  than  Ihal  of  usurper  and  blondy  lyrant.  He  haa 
usurped  the  liberliea  of  his  own  people,  and  trampled 
under  foot  the  ciinstitulion  of  hia  country.  I  like  lo  see 
a  brave  and  valiant  man.  I  Iiave  no  objection  lo  see  a 
general  wilh  hia  army,  magnanimously,  when  in  battle, 
kill  aa  many  of  his  enemy  aa  pnuiblei  but  I  dn  protest 
againat  Ihe  daatardly,  cuUI -blooded,  murderous  buiche- 
r<ea  and  maiaacrea  that  have  lately  been  commit  led  in 
Trsas  by  Ssnla  Anna  and  hia  triiopa.  Sir,  Ihe  condect 
of  Santa  Anns  and  hia  army,  on  thue  occaainna,  would 
disgrace  Ihe  darkeat  agesof  barbarism.  The  people, 
of  Texas  know  uhit  liberty  is  worlhi  Ihry  are,  or  a 
great  many  of  tlam,  emigrants  Trom  Ihe  United  Btaleat 
and  allhoiigh  tlicy  cannot,  aa  a  matter  of  right,  any 
longer  demand  the  protection  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, yet  Ihey  have  a  right  to  look  for  and  expect 
our  aympalliiea,  anxieiiea,  and  wiibea  for  iheir  succeui 
and  Ihey  have  mine,  wiih  all  my  heart  and  aoul.  The 
gentleman  from  Hsssachuaelts  [Mr.  ADANB]ha*  made  up 
his  mind  to  goaftainst  Ihem  In  any  poaaible  conlingency. 
He  liaadenounced  them  as  fighting,  not  for  liberty,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  in  slavery  their  negro  popu> 
Islion.  Sir,  the  gentleman  ia  miaiakeni  their  war  is  a 
more  laudable  and  honorsble  one  Ihsn  Ihiti  it  la  to  pre- 
vent Ihemselvea  from  being  ihe  slsves  of  a  uturper  and 
tyrant.  I  look  upon  it  aa  a  tiruggle  for  liberty  i  aiidenli. 
cal  with  that  for  which  our  fcirefaibera  fought  and  bled) 
■  alron;le  for  freedom  against  (lie  lyranniei  and  ezac. 
tiuni  of  a  hlood-lhirsty  iiaurperi  and  I  hope  and  truat  in 
Gild  that  they  may  ullimalely  and  speedily  succeed. 

Mr.  GARLANU,  of  Louisiana,  ruae  and  addressed 
Ihe  Chair  ai  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  Il  is  always  wilh  great  relnclanee  I 
Iretpass  upon  the  alleniiun  ol  Ibii  tmly,  and  1  never  do 
an,  except  on  aome  subject  psnlculirly  connected  with 
the  iiittresla  ot  my  coiislituenlp,  or  the  aection  of  coun< 
iry  from  whence  I  come-  On  genera)  topics  there  are 
many  here  betler  qualifinl  lo  enlighten  the  pnhlic  mind 
than  1  am,  ind  more  dispoaerl  lo  Join  in  Ihe  drbaiea  thai 
occupy  io  large  a  portion  of  the  lime  of  the  IlniiEe, 

When  I  came  here  Ibis  morning,  i  did  not  know  thai 
it  wai  (be  intention  of  Ihe  chairman  oflhe  Commltler  of 
Wsja  and  Means  to  call  up  this  bill  for  considers  I  inn, 
but  I  am  gralified  he  has  done  in.  Whilst  Ihe  bill  waa 
being  read,  1  cnoiulted  very  briefly  with  one  of  my  col- 
leaKuea,  a  member  of  the  olher  branch  of  Congma, 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  propose  a  few  qaealioni 
lo  the  chairmen  of  the  Commiiieea  of  Waya  and  Heana 
and  Foreign  Relations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertsininw 
precisely  the  stale  of  affairs  on  Ihe  Weilern  frontier. 
The  few  remarka  thai  passed  between  my  colleague  and 
nyaclf  Miisfied  me  (he  best  ceune  to  purtue  would  b« 
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to  vote  Tor  the  *ppropri>tioii,  gfct  it  Ibrou^h  the  com- 
■DiHeCi  xnA  iviit  myMlfofiome  olhrr  occuion  to  obti'in 
the  informxion  ilegiTfd,  That  courae  would  have  b«cn 
•dlwrcd  to,  but  for  lome  expreuionB  UMd  in  the  docu- 
ment*, the  eoune  the  debate  hii  taken,  and  (he  ming. 
lin^  with  lite  propotitlon  before  m  other  topict,  by  the 
fentlemen  froTn  TenneBHe.from  South  Carollna.and  Ken- 
tucky,   [MCMTl.     PlTTOB,     Tb0HFW)>,    Bnd      WlLLIUf*,] 

and  my  colleague,  [Mr.  RirLiT.]  I  cannot  permit  ihe 
remarka  and  alalement*  oF  thote  gentlemen  to  go  lo  the 
people  of  Itiii  country,  without  making  othera,  to  coun- 
teraa  what  1  conceive  will  be  the  ineritahle  and  pemi- 
cioua  tendency  of  opinion!  and  aMerlioniemanalingfrom 
luch  high  wurcea. 

Sir,  I  reude  on  thai  frontier  which  it  ii  our  object  to 
defend  in  miking'  thii  appropriation.  The  district  I  rep- 
reaent  includei  tJie  whole  of  it  that  it  within  the  limits 
of  Louisiana,  and  particularly  the  portion  now  moat  es> 
poaeil.  The  pariah  in  vhieti  1  reaidc  is  bounded  on  the 
weit,  at  leaat  one  hundred  mitea,by  the  Sabine  river,  and 
the  pariah  of  Nalchilochea  is  hounded  a  much  Kreiler 
distance  by  the  aame  alream  and  the  protince  of  Texas. 
If  tny  inroads  are  to  be  made  into  the  Slate  of  LouiKana, 
tbey  will  be  into  one  nr  the  other  of  those  parishes,  and 
it  is  not  improbable,  first  into  the  one  in  which  I  lire. 
Situated  tbui,  repreientlnp  the  people  whose  interests 
and  safety  are  moat  concerned,  I  feel  the  reaponubility 
of  my  station  here,  and  invoke  the  aerluua  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  aubmil,  and 
a  deliberate  consideration  of  them. 

When  we  look  to  the' stale  of  things  on  the  western 
border  of  Louisiana,  the  civil  trir  that  is  raging  in 
Texas,  (he  moTcmenta  of  the  banda  of  armed  men  that 
.are  pouring  into  that  unhappy  country  to  join  in 
the  strugglei  the  rumora  of  unfriendly  feelinga  and 
conduct  among  the  Indiana)  the  probable  employment 
of  the  latter  by  the  Hezican  Oovernment  againit  the 
Texiana,  and  the  cnnsequences  to  us  of  all  these 
Bieasures  and  morementa,  we  ought  to  be  satisfied  of 
(he  neceawly  of  taking  such  precaution*  as  will  efTect- 
ually  protect  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  and  prcaerre 
our  neutrality.  It  ii  an  obligation  and  a  duty  to  afTard 
such  protection,  and  1  cannot  auppose  it  wilt  be  with- 
held. The  Bxeculivp,  as  far  back  a*  the  month  of 
January  last,  toi.k  luch  meaturea  as  were  then  deemed 
neceatary  to  protect  that  frontier  and  preserve  our  neu- 
trility.  Within  a  short  time  past  the  whole  delegation 
from  Louisians,  conceiving  that  (he  danger  in  that  quar- 
ter had  become  more  imminent,  joined  in  a  request  to 
the  Preaident  to  take  other  measures  for  its  protection, 
and  received  as  areply  thai,  until  other  meana  we.'e  lup- 
plied  by  Congrrsi,  nuthing  further  could  be  done.  Since 
that  lime,  I  have  contributed  my  humble  aupport  to 
every  meauire  calculated  to  increase  our  mihtary  force, 
and  appropriate  llie  neceasary  funds  for  supporting  it. 

But,  sir,  whitit  1  call  upon  the  committee  to  take  the 
necessary  meiaurcs  for  our  protection  snd  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  neutrality,  I  warn  gentlemen,  In  their  leal  to 
do  so,  not  to  go  so  f«r  in  the  expression  of  opinions, 
histily  formed,  and  a  commitment  lo  principlra  not  well 
conaidered,  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  bring  evil*  and  dangers  upon  that  aection  of 
country  of  greater  magnitude  than  llioie  that  now  men- 
ace it,  and  insure  the  vloktiun  of  that  neutrality  which 
it  i*  our  purpose  to  maintain.  1  protest  againat  mingling 
the  question*  of  the  struggle  now  going  on  in  Teiaa, 
(ind  of  the  boundary  between  llie  United  State*  and 
Mexico,  with  the  question  of  what  is  necessary  to  be 
doneto  protect  our  frontier  and  prcaerte  our  neutrality) 
and  the  making  of  tpeechea  about  bath,  upon  assump- 
tion* of  fact  and  rumora  resting  only  on  newipaper  au- 
thority, calculated  to  influence  the  public  mind,  lead 
Ibe  people  of  Uiii  country  to  concluMon*  ntiwtrrauted 


by  the  exiMing  alate  of  things,  and  calculated  to  do 
much  injury  to  ttie  citizens  on  our  Western  frontier.  I 
object  tu  the  articles  of  newapaper  edilori  being  used  to 
infiuence  the  opinlona  of  members  of  the  House  of  Rep' 
resentatlvra,  and  farming  the  basis  of  its  deliberation',  and 
particularly  to  article*  from  the  paper  read  by  the  Clerk 
this  morning,  (the  New  Tork  Courier  and  Enquirer,) 
whichiaconducted  by  an  individual  who  is,  I  understind, 
deeply  interested  in  Texas  land  apeculationi— a  paper 
that  ia  uonsidered  as  the  organ  of  an  aiaociation  of  land 
speculators,  called,  as  weD  as  I  now  recollect  the  asme, 
the  Teza*  Land  Company,  and  in  the  columns  of  wkich 
1  have  seen  articleapubliahed  In  relation  to  Teza^  which, 
in  my  opinion,  evince  an  ignorance  of  what  t  believe  ts 
be  correct  in  relation  to  that  eountry,  or  an  intention  to 
mislead  or  impose  upon  the  public.  It  ia  the  policy  and 
intereit  of  all  those  interested  in  Texas  lands  to  agitata 
and  excite  the  mlnda  of  the  people  of  tlie  United  State*, 
until  they  shall  be  induced  to  take  a  part  in  thia  bloody 
alruggle,  and  insure  the  aepanttion  of  Tex**  from  lb* 
Mexican  confederacy.  Recitals  and  histories  of  erueltie* 
and  savage  barbaritiea  (many  of  them  doubtless  true) 
will  be  published  in  every  quarter,  for  the  purpcae  M 
creating  a  ttrong  feeling  in  the  minda  of  a  people  eaaily 
excited  and  arouied  by  such  atrocities.  However  mucb 
we  may  feel,  aa  individuals,  upon  such  subject*,  it  doea 
not  become  us,  a*  legislators,  to  act  under  the  influence 

The  gentleman  from  Tenneatee  [Mr.  Parroi]  taya  it 
wax  with  grief  and  astoniahmcnt  that  he  heard  aDDke  of 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Uassachnsetts  in  re- 
lation to  the  causes  of  the  civil  war  that  ia  now  desolating 
Texts.  I  am  as  far  from  giving  my  approval  to  thoas 
remarks  as  Ibe  honorable  member,  but  1  aiaure  him  that 
whilst  he  waa  so  eloquently  depicting  Texiinwrongiand 
Mexican  outrages  and  barbarities,  followed  up,  at  b* 
was,  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Ur. 
TaoKraoH,]  with  an  account  of  what  had  been  aaid  and 
done  by  the  Mexican  minister  now  realdii'g  here,  alaa 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [lAr.  Wiixiaxs,] aad 
my  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Biiixt,]  all  to  the  tarn* 
purpose,  I  felt  la  much  apprehension  a*  to  what  will  b« 
the  tendency  of  those  opinions  and  remarka,  and  their 
ultimate  effeoia  upon  the  peace  and  safely  of  our  frontier 
settlements,  as  he  did  grief  and  aatoniabment  at  what  waa 
said  by  the  gentleman  fmrn  Maasachusetta.  I  wish  luiib- 
ing  to  be  aaid  or  done  here  that  will  induce  General 
Gaine*  to  believe  that  he  will  be  sustained  by  Congreaa 
or  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  crossing  our  South- 
western boundary,  and  engaging  in  a  war  viih  the  Mexi- 
can confederacy.  If  we  are  to  have  a  conflict  with 
Heiico,  I  do  not  wiab  it  to  be  a  war  of  sggTesaion  on 
our  part.  II  la  not  my  wiah  that  this  country,  under  Itia 
influence  of  those  strong  feeling*  of  sympathy  which  the 
people  who  inhabit  it  always  feel  towards  those  engaged 
in  a  revolutionary  contest,  should  become  engaged  in  a 
war,  for  the  purpose  oF  establiahing  a  form  oF  govern- 
ment we  have  had  no  agency  in  creating,  or  avenginc 
the  injuries  and  wrongs  of  those  we  are  in  noway  bound 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  follow  gentlemen  in  tlie  ac- 
counts they  have  given  of  the  origin  and  cautea  of  the 
revolution  now  gtnng  on  in  Texa*.  I  will  not  enter  inta 
any  exsminatioii  of  the  inducemenla  and  promiaea  held 
out  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  etnigranta  by  her 
colonization  laws,  or  the  protection  offered  them  by  Iha 
conBtitution;  t  will  make  no  enumeratjon  of  pledge*  bro- 
ken or  laws  viuiated  on  one  aide  or  the  other)  1  will  say 
nothing  in  viiulication  or  condemnation  of  the  savage 
barbaritiea  aaid  to  have  been  practised,  or  the  cattset 
that  may  have  led  to  them)  I  will  not  permit  myself  to 
express  any  opinion  at  thi*  time  as  to  the  oout«e  it  may 
be  eveittually  Mcesaary  to  ptirMM  la  rclMioii  to  Texas, 
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their  condil'ion,  or  Trani  nlher  CBUtei,  did  not  do  so  bC' 
cauM  of  the  opprtnive  chkricter  of  eilher  our  Stile  or 
Prdcnl  OoternmentB.  They  h«Te  Ihnu^ht  proper  to 
renounce  ill  xllrg'iince,  m  they  htd  «  right  to  do,  to  the 
eountrj  in  which  they  were  born,  and  which  could  ind 
would  have  •fTordcd  ihem  protection  »nd  the  enjornient 
oTeveiy  coniticuliontT  privilcRc,  to  brcome  the  ciiiien* 
of  mother  country,  with  the  inhibilknii  of  which  there 
esiited  no  lympithy  of  feelinjj  ot  common  tie*  of  Un- 
piige  Bncl  re]i|{ion.  If  they  have  been  diMppointed  in 
their  ezpeciatiani)  if  their  hope*  of  fortune  and  fame 
have  been  bliiledt  if  Ucxicin  ptedfresand  promiwa  have 
been  violated  or  broken,  Ibey  ahould  remember  that  we 
never  undertook  to  i^araniy  eiiher.  Of  the  old  ettab- 
liahed  reiidenla  and  citizen*  of  Teiaa,  1  have  undentood 
many  vere  oppoard  to  theae  revolutionary  mov«menti{ 
bol  ihe  effect  of  example,  the  force  of  public  opinion, 
ftnd  Ihe  hi;[hly  impolitic  and  indiscriminate  courae  pur- 
*ued  by  Sanla  Anna,  have,  in  a  irreat  meaaure,  united  the 
whole  population  in  defence  of  iheir  live*  and  property. 
But,  tmang  many  of  Ihoae  in  the  United  Slalei  who  are 
endeavorinK  to  rxcite  the  people  to  take  a  part  <n  (hi* 
var,  and  of  ihnae  gone  to  Texai  in  the  courae  of  a  few 
montha  pait,  I  believe  the  ipirit  of  land  (peculation  hat 
•trong  IS  Ihe  love  nf  constitutional  liberty. 

II  tlie  aperchei  of  honorable  pntlemen  are  calculated 
to  excite  regret  and  apprehension  aa  to  their  effVeta,  the 
introdueliiin  into  the  correipondence  between  the  aec- 
relary  of  War  and  General  Oaine^  of  the  boundary  be- 
Iween  Ihe  United  Sutea  and  Mexien,  and  the  claim 
■aarriFiI  by  the  former,  that  the  poat  or  "  old  Fori  Na- 
cngduchcs  is  wilhin  Ihe  limits  of  the  United  Slatea,  a* 
claimed  by  this  Govcnment,"  also  the  tacit  permiaaion 
of  tbe  general  lo  cm*)  what  it  termed  by  both  the  ima- 
ft'imry  boundary  between  the  two  counlriea,  ia,  in  my 
opinion,  calculated  lu  increase  the  embarratiments  in 
which  Ihrs  Teiisn  question  ia  likely  to  be  involved.  But 
tny  colleague  has  g'ine  further  than  either  the  Secretary 
or  Ihe  g.:iieral.  He  nut  only  apeak*  of  an  unartiled 
boundary  and  a  neutral  territory,  but  he  asMrti  that  Ihe 
river  commonly  known  and  called  the  Sihine,  and  laid 
down  on  all  the  maps  as  such,  ia  not  the  Sabine  river 
intended  by  the  treaty  fixing  the  boundary  between  ihe 
United  3U1rB  and  Mexico,  but  that  a  river  which  he 
called  the  Angelina,  which  emptiea  into  the  Sabine  lake 
on  ita  western  or  northwestern  shore,  waa  the  true  Sa- 
bine river.  This  stream,  he  alleged,  waa  a  brger  and 
more  important  tributary  to  the  lake  ihin  the  river  gen- 
erally called  Ihe  aabine.  When  my  colleague  spoke  of 
the  river  Angelina,  and  so  described  il,  I  waa  at  a  lost  lo 
know  exactly  what  atreant  he  meant)  but  •  abort  expli- 
nation  wtlh  him,  since  he  addreaied  the  committee,  aat- 
i*fica  me  he  was  apeaking  of  Ihe  river  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Neige,  or  Necbea,  of  which  the  An- 
gelina la  a  tributary,  Hy  colleague,  douhlleas,  spoke 
from  informaliiin  when  he  staled  Ihst  the  river  be  men- 
tioned waa  the  larger  and  more  important  one.  He  ha* 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
trr,  I  will  not  now  detain  the  committee  wUh  any  detail 
of  the  infurmalion  I  have  in  relation  to  Ihe  length,  depth, 
or  hreadlh,  of  the  rivers  named,  further  than  lo  say  that 
it  ia  very  doubtful  whether  either  ihe  Neige  or  Ncchei, 
or  Ihe  Angelina,  or  any  of  their  tributaries,  are  laid  down 
on  Hcliah'a  map  of  the  United  Sialea  a*  extending  *) 
far  north  as  the  Ihirty-iecond  degree  of  latitude.  The 
inquiry,  which  i*  the  hrger  or  more  important  river, 
ia  not  one,  in  my  opinion,  of  much  conaeqnencc  in  Ihe 
•eltlemeni  of  Ihe  present  queition.  It  depends  upon 
treaty  stipulaltona  loo  aolemn  to  be  trifled  with,  and,  in 
my  judgment,  too  plain  lo  adroit  of  a  doubt,  so  far  aa 
rclatM  to  that  portioa  of  the  bonndaty  between  Die  Gulf 


of  Mexico  and  the  tbirty-aecond  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. 

Sir,  if  the  boundary  contended  for  by  my  colleague, 
and  claimed  by  the  OovernmenI,  can  be  auilained,  it 
will  add  very  much  to  the  lerritory  and  populatiop  iifthe 
Slate  I  in  part  represent)  and  aa  it  1*  ahnul  to  he  finiJIr 
adjuated,  in  pursuance  of  trralie*  heretofore  concludedr 
and  one  recently  ratified  by  the  Senate,  I  will  state  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  fixing  it,  the  general  underatand- 
ing  in  that  section  ofcotintry  in  relation  to  it,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  officer*  of  Ihe  Federal  and  Slate  Governmenta 
aince  the  year  1819,  and  then  a  very  brief  history  of  the 
neutral  terriiory  which  haa  been  referred  to  by  my  hon- 
orable colleague  and  other  gentlemen,  more  for  the 
purpoae  of  preventing  the  public  mind  from  minghng 
Ihe  boundary  queillon  with  Ihe  exciting  one  of  Ihe 
Texian  rcvohilion,  than  for  the  purpose  of  expreasing  a 
definite  and  fixed  opinion.  II  is  alao  my  object  lo  place 
before  thi*  House  and  the  Executive  what  I  conceive  to 
be  the  true  atate  of  the  CMe,  and  ihua  enable  all  of  u* 
lo  act  with  the  discretion  and  foresight  becoming  the 
occsiion.  When  we  look  to  the  slate  of  excitement 
already  rxiiling  among  the  people,  and  the  means  that 
are  being  used  lo  increase  it,  we  cannot  ahul  our  eye*  to 
the  conaequencr^  if  an  impretaion  can  be  made  that 
anme  injury  ha*  been  done,  or  wrong  intended  ua,  hy 
Mexico.  Add  thia  fuel  to  Ihe  flame  now  lighting  upt 
let  General  Oaines  cross  thia  imaginary  boundary  and 
advance  lo  Nacogdocliett  let  Santa  Anna  nveet  him 
there,  and  we  ahall  be  engaged  in  a  Mexican  war  be- 
fore the  adjournment  of  thia  seoinn  of  Congress.  Thi« 
I  wiah  to  prevent.  Protect  our  frontier,  and  preserve 
our  neutrality)  but  do  nol,  under  a  pretence  oF  doing 
either,  engage  us  in  a  war  uf  aggreaaion  or  conquest. 

I  will  now  call  the  alteniion  of  ihe  committee  lo  the 
language  of  Ihe  treaty  fixing  the  boundary.  "The 
boundary  line  between  the  Iwo  countriea  weat  of  Ihe 
Hisaiasippi  shall  begin  on  the  Gulf  of  Hesieo^  at  Ihe 
mouth  or  the  river  Sabine,  in  the  teat  conllnuing  north, 
along  the  weatern  bank  of  that  river,  to  the  33<r degree 
of  Utiludei  thence,  by  a  line  due  north,  to  the  degree  of 
latitude  where  It  strikes  the  Bio  Roxo  of  Natchitocbei, 
or  Red  rivert  then,  following  the  course  of  the  Rio 
Roxo,  weatwanl,  lo  the  degree  of  longitude  100  weat 
from  London,  and  33  from  Washington)  then,  crowing 
the  said  Red  river,  anrLrunning  thence,  by  aline  due 
north,  to  the  Arfcanaai)  thence,  following  Ihe  course  of 
the  southern  bank  of  the  Arkanaaa,  lo  ita  aource,  in  lati- 
tude 43  north;  thence,  hy  thai  parallel  of  Isiiiude,  lathe 
South  aea.  The  whole  being  a*  laid  down  In  Meii^'* 
map  of  ihe  United  Stairs,  publiihrd  at  Philadelphia,  im- 
proved lo  the  lal  of  January,  ISIB."'  The  same  article 
of  Ihe  treaty  then  goes  on  to  provide  how  the  line  ahall 
run  from  the  source  of  Ihe  Arkansas,  in  the  event  of  ita 
not  being  exactly  at  the  43d  degree  of  lililude,  and  ae> 
cures  the  use  and  navigation  of  the  Sahine,  Red,  and 
Arkansai  rivera,  to  Ihe  inhabitinlt  of  both  nation!.  It 
then  proceeds:  «  The  two  high  conlracling  partic*  agree 
lo  cede  and  renounce  all  their  rights,  claims,  and  pre- 
lentions,  to  the  territories  described  by  the  aaid  linri 
that  ia  to  aay,  Ihe  United  Slatea  hereby  cede  to  his  Cath- 
olic Majeaty,  and  renounce  forever,  all  their  right*^ 
claima,  and  pretensions,  lo  the  territories  lying  weat  and 
south  of  Ihe  abnve-deacribed  line;  and,  in  like  tnanner, 
hia  Catholic  Hajealy  cede*  lo  ihe  aaid  United  Slalea  all 
his  right!,  claims,  and  prelensioni,  to  any  territories  esst 
and  north  of  aaid  linei  and  for  himaelf,  his  heirs,  and 
sueceasora,  renounces  all  claim  to  the  aaid  lerrilorica  fur- 
ever."  Theae  are  the  words  of  Ihe  third  article  of  the 
treaty  made  with  Spsin,  si  Waihinglon,  on  Ihe  22d  of 
February,  1819.  What  the  policy  waa  ibit  induced  the 
negotiation  and  conclusion  of  thia  treaty,  il  i*  now  loo 
lale  to  inquire.  It  ii  eoncluded,  and  l»a  been  tbiice 
u.r..,  ,l^,OOglC 
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recngnUcd  wiihin  Ihe  lut  eight  jrnr*  by  our  Govern- 
ment.  T'it»,  in  ihe  treaty  nrf^uibited  by  Ur.  Poinwtl 
with  Mexico,  in  (lie  yev  I8S81  >{piin,  in  an  idtlilian*! 
article  10  ihal  cnncluiled  in  April,  133 It  and,  more  re- 
cently, by  another  treaty  made  wlili  Ihe  Mexican  Goi- 
eriimrnt  bit  year,  ami  ratified  by  the  Senate  aiiice  llie 
enrnmeneemeni  of  the  preaeni  aeuian.  The  ireaiy  of 
1828,  made  with  Mexico,  repeat*,  verbatim,  ihe  language 
of  iliat  of  1819,  made  with  Spain,  in  relatUm  ii>  the 
boiintUry.  Here  we  have  the  dreda  nr  title  piperi  by 
which  the  ri|{hti  of  the  respective  countriea  are  to  be 
Kljiiated.  Nut  only  have  we  the  deedi,  but  we  have  ■ 
map  or  diaifram  of  the  aifjoining  pmieiatoiia  or  eilatn, 
upon  wiiich  are  Uid  down  the  riven  lliat  are  to  form 
the  boundary  between  tliem.    This  map  waaundoubled- 

S  before  the  iKenti  uf  the  reiprctivc  Govcmmenii  at 
e  time  (hey  were  npRoiiaiinf;  the  treaty.  Ii  not  ilii* 
map,  ilien,  ■  part  of  the  treaty^  Are  we  not  bound  lo 
refer  to  it^  And  if  Ihe  treaty  nyi  ihal  the  Sabine  ia  the 
boundary,  it  it  n<it  the  river  nn  Ihe  map  which  brari 
that  name'  Siippnae  (vo  individual!  own  adjuiiiin);  ei- 
tatea,  and  wiih  to  adjuat  llie  boundary  between  tliem: 
fur  that  purpoae  tlicy  have  m  map  or  p1>(  of  both  made, 
or  (licy  take  one  already  made,  and  agree  that  a  ceruin 
river  or  waiercoiirae,  cleativ  laid  down  on  it,  having  * 
•pec'fic  name,  iliall  be  the  dividing  line  between  ihem. 
Can  one  of  ihrm  afterwarda  aay  that  the  atream  or  river 
10  laid  down,  named,  and  detcribed,  ii  not  the  one  in- 
tended, b»t  tliat  aiiutlier,  bearinfr  a  difTerent  name,  ia 
the  boundary^  Let  any  reasonable  tnan  anawer  Iheie 
aiieatiuna,  and  then  determine  Tor  himself  whether  or  not 
the  river  bid  down  on  Hrliili'a  map  of  the  United  Slatea 
uthe  Sabine  ia  not  the  true  bnnndary  from  (he  Gulf  uf 
Mexico  to  the  33t1  degree  of  north  Uliiude.  llie  point 
where  tlut  degree  crutie*  the  Sabine  baa  not  been  fixed 
definitively)  and  from  thence  In  Red  river  may,  with 
K>me  proprirly,  be  cal1e<l  an  imaginary  boundaryt  but  tu 
call  tile  Babiiir,  from  the  S3d  degree  to  Ihe  Gulf,  an 
"imaginary  boundary,"  ill  flight  ul  imai)(inaiion  'hat  I 
cannot  comprehend.  At  the  point  where  General  Gainei 
Vai  when  we  laat  heard  of  hun,  ihia  "  imaginary  bound- 
ary" ia,  at  the  Ivwcit  tuge  uf  water,  ai  1  am  inrormed, 
Upwarda  ofa  hundred  yardi  wide,  and  ao  deep  aa  at  all 
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Irivagant  to  aay  [liey  covi 
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in  width.  I  have  aeen  it  alate' 
that  the  (wampa  are  covered 
between  four  and  five  mile*  in  widlh.  Hia  position,  ai 
has  been  ataled,  waa  at  Wilkinaon'a  old  camp,  on  or  near 
the  road  leading  from  Natchilochet,  by  Fxrt  Jcfup,  to 
Nae(^i)'>chea.  A  mere  Inappciion  of  any  map  of  that 
■ecliuii  of  country  will  aali>ry  the  moat  inallenllve  that 
that  poaition  ia  a  conaiderable  diatancc  south  of  the  33d 
degree,  and  that  every  sir-p  taken  toward*  Nicng^ocMea 
would  carry  the  general  and  liia  army  lomelbing  t'urlber 
ijuth. 

Ill  Louiaitni,  there  never  hai  been,  aince  1S19,  aa  I 
believe,  any  queailon  aa  lo  wiial  the  iriie  boundary  waa 
and  is.  I  never  heard  ■  doubt  expreiaed  abnut  it,  ex- 
cept by  one  Jndividoal,  until  within  a  lew  month*  paat. 
That  peraon  ia  a  highly  respectable  and  inlellieent  man. 
I  have  heard  that  lie  haa  written  a  teller  or^eltrra  on 
the  aubjeet  to  the  PreaidenI,  or  aome  of  the  lieatii  of 
,  Depart tnenl at  but  whether  that  be  ao  or  not,  I  cannot 
aay.  My  G>illeague  aaya  he  haa  heard  suggeilion*  of 
there  being  aome  midake  about  the  river  cummiinly 
called  Ihe  Sabine  being  Ihe  true  Sabine  river.  I  do  not 
doubt  he  haa  heard  auch  ubiervsliona,  but  il  ia  probable 
he  ba*  heard  ao  from  penuna  not  intimately  acquaiDted 


with  the  geography  and  hiatory  of  the  couniry,  and  tha 
pmviaion*  of  Ihe  treatiei  made  with  Spain  and  Uexico. 
The  people  in  Weaiern  Loiiiaiana  know  where  Hie  tnia 
river  in  and  of  Ihe  numerou*  emigranta  lo  Texa^  I  will 
undertake  to  My  not  one  of  them  ever  doubled  he  OF 
she  waa  beyond  the  llmii*  of  the  United  Buiea,  wiOiout 
iheir  jiiriadiciion  and  lawi,  and  llioae  of  the  State  of 
Lmiiaiana,  the  very  mnmeiil  their  feet  were  on  llie  weat- 
ern  bank  of  Ihi*  imagiuaiy  boundaiy,  generally  known 
uthe  Sabine  ri<er. 

For  Ihe  purpoae  of  thawing  ihat,  aince  the  year  ISIS, 
tliere  haa  been  a  general  aeqnieacence  in  the  npiniun 
Ihal  the  river  now  kno»naatiip  Sabine  i*  Ihe  bouKdarf, 
1  will  inform  the  committee  that  I  have  never  lieani,  la 
a  reaidence  of  thirteen  year*  on  the  Soultiweatern  fron- 
tier, of  a  tingle  instance  of  any  ofBcFr  uf  llie  Stale  or 
Federal  Government  claiming,  uratieinpiingioexercite, 
any  jiiriadiciion  or  atithorily  on  the  weaiern  aide  uf  lh« 
well-known  river  called  Ihe  Sabine.  If  any  caae  hat 
occurred  in  which  an  arrett  or  kelzuie  haa  been  itudeon 
the  weaiern  bank  of  that  river,  I  apprehend  il  liai  nut 
been  in  conaequenee  of  a  belief  that  the  officer  making 
it  hail  any  right  to  mike  it  tlieret  and  I  willawert,  with- 
□ut  the  tear  of  conlradiclinn,  that  no  officer  oftlie  Fed- 
eral Governmem,  or  of  tlie  State  of  Loui*«n«,  hat  ever 
made  an  iifRcitl  return  of  hi*  having  croaaed  Ihe  river 
fur  ihe  purpoae  of  exrciiling  the  procets  of  Hie  cOiirtt 
of  ehhrr.  I  i-m  aware  Ihat  iudlviduala  have  croated  Ihil 
boundary  in  pur'.nit  of  fugitive*  from  jualice,  and  p<op< 
eriy  run  off  by  diblioneal  dehiora  or  crimmHlat  but  in  no 
instance  that  I  ever  heard  ofdiJ  they  go  armed  tiihan 
onler  of  our  eourii  for  nich  purpose.  Inilancc*  hove,  t 
believe,  occurred  where  the  uflicera  of  juatice  have  gone 
to  ihe  Sabine,  and  eiecnird  the  procet*  of  oureonrlt 
upon  peraon*  and  properly  that  had  been  brought  by 
Turce  from  the  weaiern  aide  or  the  river.  So  far  from 
iia  being  the  case  that  we  have  tlaimed  or  exercittd 
any  jiiriadlction  we<t  of  Ihe  river,  uiiiveitally  kiuiwn  at 
Ihe  Sabine,  our  practice  haa  been  exacily  tlie  revene. 
I  have  a  persona)  knowledge  of  a  number  urproaeciitiimt 
or  tiiiit  being  cnmmeneeit  in  the  ditlrict  court  uf  lbs 
United  Slate*  Tor  the  weaiern  dialrict  of  LuuiiJant, 
arainal  indiiiduals  reaiding  in  and  out  of  (be  Slale,  for 
infringemenl*  or  violalinnt  oF  your  revenue  law^  and 
llioae  made  lo  prevent  the  introduction- uf  al.vea  into 
llie  United  Staiea.  In  more  than  une  ct*e  it  appeared 
thai  the  property  alleged  to  have  been  improperly  in- 
troduced wa*  brought  only  a  few  milea  beyond  the 
riveri  yet  no  lawyer  haa  ever,  to  my  knowledge,  in  Ihe 
delence,  relied  upon,  or  altempted  lo  ihow,  (bat  the 
country  between  the  Sabine  and  the  Angelina  or  Nechei 
wai  wiihin  the  limit*  of  the  United  Stale*.  I  should  bo 
glad  lo  know  i'',  in  'he  immense  number  of  liind  claimt 
derived   from  llie  Spiniah    Government    whil>t  it   bad 

have  been  preaentrd  by  the  claimant  to  tlie  off]  cen  of 
the  United  Slate*  for  recognition  and  cuiiErmalioi',  Ihat 
covered  land  on  the  weaiern  aide  of  thi*  "imaginaiy 
boundary."  U^d  any  man  ever  Come  before  the  ofBcert 
uf  the  Government  or  Cnngreta,  with  a  claim  derived 
under  any  law  of  oura,  fur  land  ailnated  weat  of  tliit 
riverr     Ifany  tut^ever  wat  presented,  what  wm  dona 

The  pnaspaaion  of  the  aulhoriliet  of  Mexico  or  Trial 
hat,  at  all  lime*,  been  open  and  notoiioiia,  and  cni.lin- 
iioualy  exereiied  before  the  treaty  of  1819,  and  wiili- 
nt  inlerruplion  ever  aince.     Lawt  have  been  mad* 


■I'ed  for 


weal  ot  Ihl*  to  often  wienlioned  river,  Tl 
Slate  Governmei. I*  have  esercited  the  riglit*  ol  anvef- 
eignly  over  ihe  ciHimryi  member*  of  the  Stale  Legisla- 
ture and  llie  Mexican  Cungresa  have  been  electtdi  laudi 
bave  been  granted)  and,  in  fsci,  every  thing  Iwi  been 
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done  that  uif  iodepeodent  nttion  hu  ■  right  to  do^  wilb- 
outbinderanee  or  queition  from  ui. 

It  ii  now  my  purpoie  to  rive  ■  ihort  account  o(  the 
reulnl lerritorj  rererred  toby  my  colle>g;ue andothcn. 
Thia  name  ia  trell  known,  nr,  in  the  MCtion  of  country 
which  I  repretenli  but  a  new  location  ol  it  ha»  been 
nude  in  the  courte  ofa  few  monthi  piat.  By  aomepro- 
ccaa,  unknown  to  me,  ihls  neutral  territor;  baa  got  on 
the  weitern  aide  of  the  river  known  as  the  Sabine.  On 
all  (he  mapt  I  hare  aeen,  on  which  any  notice  uf  it  haa 
been  taken,  it  ia  placed  on  the  rialern  aide,  and  i)  ao 
Gonaidered  by  all  that  I  ever  heard  apeak  of  it.  It  i« 
that  atrin  of  caunlrv  between  the  river  Sabine  and  the 
river  Catcaaieu,  which  emptie*  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  a  amall  itream  called  the  Rio  Hondo,  which  empties 
into  Red  river.  It  ia  about  thirty  milea  in  width,  extend- 
ing along  the  whole  frontier  of  my  Stale,  in  canae- 
qucnceoTlbe  proviaionaofthe  treaty  of  February,  1819, 
one  or  more  acta  of  Congreaahavebeen  paated  relative 
to  the  land  tiltea  in  thIa  territory,  by  which  a  large  num- 
ber of  claima,  that  bad  never  been  recogniaed  before, 
were  examined  by  the  regiater  and  receiver  in  the 
•outhweatern  land  dialrict  in  Louiiiana,  and  conGrmed 
by  Congreaa.  A  document  retatine  to  aome  of  Ihete 
tillea  baa  been  Lid  on  our  tiblca  during  the  present  *e«- 
aion,  and  several  member*  of  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  hare  had  occauon  to  examine  it.  Those 
Kentlemen,  perhapa,  have  noticed,  in  the  examination  of 
that  document,  that  the  cumtnbsionera,  in  giving  a  lo- 
cality to  the  claima  repoKed  on,  alatoaf,  if  not  always, 
use  the  expresiion  "  the  late  neutral  territory)"  evi- 
dently showing  they  underalood  that,  wnce  the  date  of 
the  treaty  of  1819,  the  question  relating  to.  this  terri- 
tory had  been  eettled. 

The  term  neutral  lerrUorj/  imports,  I  suppose,  a  cer- 
tain extent  of  counlrjr  over  which  neiiher  parly  setting 
up  a  claim  to  it  exercises  any  jurisdictiont  or  a  common 
jurisdiction.  In  consequence  of  some  agreement  or  un. 
deralsnding  to  that  effect,  until  the  question  of  title  ia 
adjusted.  Has  auch  been  the  caae  on  either  side  of  the 
Sabine  aince  February,  1619?  Haa  not  the  exercise  of 
the  right!  of  aovereigntj  by  Spain  and  Mexico,  on  the 
west  of  the  river,  been  as  well  known  aa  the  exercise  of 
UuMe  rights  by  llie  United  Stale*  on  the  east  of  it }  I'hat 
Ibere  haa  not,  nnca  1819,  been  any  cesaatiuo  of  juria- 
diction  by  either  party,  or  any  comoMn  exercise  of  it, 
i*  a  Gkct  a*  well  known  aa  any  other  that  cxiata.  There 
ia,  therefore,  no  propriety  now  in  calling  any  porlloii  of 
Louialana  by  that  name. 

The  caoaea  that  brought  about  the  arrangement  by 
which  thiastrip  of  country  became,  and  eonuoued  for  a 
number  of  years,  neutral  ground,  had  their  origin  in  an 
early  period  of  our  biitory.  The  ditBcultiea  commenced 
in  the  disiMjIea  that  look  place  between  France  and 
Spain  relative  to  the  boundary  between  the  province  of 
Louiaisna  and  the  Spaniah  poaaetaiona  In  Mexico.  Alter 
the  ceaiion  by  France  to  Spain  of  Louiaiana,  the  diM- 
cuity  was  kept  up  between  the  authoritiea  of  that  prov- 
ince and  those  of  the  adjoining  provinee  in  Mexico.  The 
lieutenant  governor  or  commandant  of  tbe  eonumitmda 
«r  poit  of  Nacogdoches  claimed  to  exercise  his  authori- 
ty as  far  east  aa  the  Rio  Hondo  and  the  river  Hexicano, 
now  known  as  the  Catcaaieu,  and  a  military  post  or  sta- 
tion under  his  authority  was  established  at  s  small  village 
called  Adayes,  nearly  cast  of  where  Fort  Jcsup  now 
at>nils,anda  abort  diatance  west  of  Rio  Hondo,  Tbe 
Gomaiandanl  of  the  poat  of  Natchitoches  claimed  to  ex- 
tend his  authority  to'ihe  river  now  and  then  known  aa 
the  Sabine.  Each  oBicer  aided  in  maklne  grants  tif 
land  in  this  disputed  territory,  and  eitendcd  his  juris- 
diction over  it.  This  difliculiy  remained  unselilcd  at  the 
lime  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  Slatca  in 
1S03.  Soon  after  we  got  poiiCHioii  of  tbe  proTlitce, 
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the  boundkry  question  was  revived  with  Spain.  In  1805, 
General  Wilkinson,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  United 
Stales  troops,  marched  to  the  Sabine,  and  encamped  at 
the  place  where  General  Giines  was  at  the  laat  Inic^ 
mation  we  had  of  him.  General  Uerrera  waaencamped 
on  the  other  tide  of  the  Sabine.  Some  correapondence, 
and  perhaps  negotiation  in  an  Informal  manner,  wai 
carried  on  between  themj  one  of  the  results  of  whicli 
was  an  understanding  that  tbe  territory  between  tbe 
Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  should  be  considered  a*  de. 
bitsble  or  neutral  ground,  until  the  boundary  should 
be  Ried  b^  treaty.  Thii  was  done  in  February,  1819, 
and  ever  since  we  have  been  in  undisturbed  poweaaion 
of  the  euunlry. 

If  General  Gainea  shall,  under  the  permiaaion  he  hai 
received,  advance  lo  Nacogdochea,  under  a  pretence  of 
claim  to  that  torn  and  the  country  around  it,  ha  will  be 
resisted  by  Texitn  and  Mexican.  What,  sir,  will  Iba 
people  of  Texas  and  Hexico  think  of  your  preleosiom 
of  preserving  our  neutrality  and  protecting  our  frontier, 
when  you  push  an  army  fifty  luile*  beyond  wh«t  i«  gen- 
erally known  as  tbe  boundsry  ?  The  cammander4n. chief 
of  the  Teiian  army  resides  at  or  near  Ibis  very  town. 
The  Preaident  of  the  recently  formed  Uovemnent  of 
Texas,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  ia  in  the  same  part  of 
the  country.  A  considerable  portion  of  a  Urge  grant 
of  land  he  hold*  ia  in  thia  new  neutral  territory.  Tbe 
Secretary  of  Stale  is  within  the  seme  limits.  If  General 
Gaines  advances  to  Nscogdocbes,  be  goca  ostcnably  for 
tbe  purpose  of  preserving  our  neutrality  and  defending 
our  frontier.  Will  he  do  either  by  making  such  a 
movement.'  1  fear  noL  Suppose,  whilst  he  ia  at  thi* 
poat,  the  Texian  army  shall  fall  back  to  that  place,  what 
would  it  be  hia  duly  to  do  for  the  preaervstion  of  Lur 
neutrality^  Diaarm  and  diaperae  Ihem.  What  would 
the  Teiian  commander  reply  to  a  requisition  upon  him 
to  ground  his  arms  and  disband  bis  soldiersF  Sir,  ha 
would  indignantly  reflise  iti  he  would  tell  your  general 
that  he  was  in  the  interior  of  the  country  whoae  battle* 
be  waa  fighting)  that  be  was  at  his  own  door,  at  tlw 
place  where  be  had  resided  ever  since  he  bad  become  a 
ciliien  of  Tex*I^  and  he  would  not  surrender  at  discre- 
tion. No  other  alternative  would  then  remun  but  to 
turn  our  arnu  against  the  Texian  army  to  enforce  otir  - 
demand,  or  to  retreat  from  the  country.  To  contioua 
at  Nacogdoches,  with  the  Texians  in  amv,  would  inture 
■  war  with  Mexico. 

In  the  invealigaiion  of  this  qucalion  of  boundary,  I 
have  been  induced  to  aay  more  than  it  was  my  purpose) 
but  the  object  I  baye  in  view  could  not  well  have  been 
effected  by  saying  leM.  Whilit  it  is  my  inleation  to 
prevent,  so  tsr  a*  it  is  in  my  power,  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  their  representsllres  here  from 
plungilig  into  lliis  revolutionsry  contest  in  Texai,  under 
the  influence  of  ctrong  feelings  of  sympathy  with  the 
Texian  cause,  or  indignation  it  barbarities  practised  by 
the  Mexicans  on  those  calling  themaeivea  Amtncan 
ciliaena,  it  Is  also  my  wish  to  prevent  such  a  result,  by 
the  impreauon  that  may  be  made  that  we  have  a  strong 
claim  to  a  portion  of  I  he  country.  I  would  not,  for  the 
sake  of  our  own  character,  urge,  either  upon  Hexico  or 
Texas,  in  their  present  drslracled  condition,  a  cUim  to 
any  portion  of  territory,  unless  the  clearest  right  lo  it 
could  be  established.  I  have,  therefore,  stated  tbe 
fscls  as  briefly  a*  is  compatible  with  s  proper  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  and  now  leave  the  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

In  coming  to  the  conclusion  what  is  necessary  to  be 
dine,  it  become*  us  all  lo  calculate  well  the  risks  snd 
dangers  impending  over  the  Southwestern  frontier.  Do 
nut  let  us  magnify  or  diminish  them.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  regard  the  stsieof  thiigs  in  that  quarter  aaone  about 
Id  take  a  part  in  whatever  aball  w)«uri  fur,  if  tbe  k- 
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«ounti  we  hire  are  correct,  and  no  ebinge  ihall  ihorDr 
take  place,  1  iball  not  be  here  much  longer  to  join  in 
your  deliberation!.  Obligation!  bigher  and  more  im- 
p«ratiTe  tbin  any  I  am  under  here  will  *oon  cany  mc 
to  Ihia  rrontier,  to  become  a  participant  in  whatever  may 

Nov,  lir,  let  ui  examine  whit  ire  the  danger*  with 
which  we  are  threatened.  General  GaineainformslheBec- 
TCtaiy  of  War  Ihat  be  hu  received  inrormation  from  t*- 
rioua  fourcea,  which  learei  no  doubt  in  hia  mind  that  a 
eoniiderable  portion  of  aeveral  tribe!  of  Indiana  reaiding 
within  our  territorial  limits  ha*e  gone  over  to  the  Texas 
■ide  of  tbe  boundary  line  between  the  United  Stitei  and 
Mexico.  He  al*a  ipeaki  of  Ibe  reporti  oT  the  advance 
of  the  Mexican  irmyi  it*  mode  of  warfare,  and  Ibe  prob- 
ability of  tbe  Indian*  reading  on  the  Trinity  uniting  with 
the  Mexican*  in  their  V*r  of  eztermiDation.  Borne  sx- 
dlement  among  the  Caddo  Indian*  i*  tpoken  of,  in  the 
letter  addressed  by  General  Gainei  to  tbe  Gorernor  of 
Louiiiana  and  other  State*.  It  would  have  been  much 
more  latiifactoiy  if  the  Tariouiaourcc*  of  information  re- 
lied on  by  tbe  general  had  been  atated;  my  local  knowl- 
edge would  in  *ome  meanire  have  enabled  me  to  *ay  what 
w^bt  ought  to  be  attached  to  them.  What  tribe*  of 
Indian*  are  they,  of  which  conwderable  portion!  have 
vone  over  to  Texai.'  Il  there  any  information  here 
that  any  portion  of  thoae  located  noKbof  Red  river  and 
weat  of  Arkanaat  have  gone  over!  None.  Hai  the 
honorable  Delegate  from  ArkanHu  *ny  information  that 
■ny  of  thoae  Indian!  have  gone  to  Texaa,  under  miapi- 
cioul  clrcuniitknce!?  He  *iyi  he  hai  not.  What  In- 
diani,  Iben,  ire  meantF  Thoae  in  Louiiiana,  I  auppoae. 
Tbe  committee  will  now  permit  me  to  inform  them  that, 
in  that  Statr,  with  tbe  exception  of  the  Csddoei,  there 
kreno  large  bodiea  of  Indiana.  The  remnant!  of  a  num- 
ber of  tribe*  are  acaltered  over  the  country,  none  of 
them  warlike  in  Iheir  diipoutiona,  or  exhibiting  any  ho»- 
(Ue  feelinga  lowardi  us.-  In  the  various  sccoun'*  which 
I  receive,  there  i*  no  intimation  of  any  unfriendly  n 
ment  among  them.  The  Ciddoe*  are  not  a  numi 
or  warlike  people.  They  hare  ocaupied  a  aeelion  of 
country  in  the  norlhwealern  comer  of  Loninini,  and 
the  KMithweitern  comer  of  Arkinaai.  By  a  treaty  made 
with  them  in  July  lait,  and  ratified  by  the  Senate  about 
two  month*  ago,  they  h*ve  agreed  to  abandon  to  the 
United  State*  their  claim  to  any  territory  within  our  lim- 
it*, and  remove  into  Texas,  or  eliewberc,  in  the  course 
of  a  year  or  two.  It  i*  probable  they  were  informed, 
mbout  Ibe  laat  of  March,  that  the  treaty  wu  ratified,  and 
are  removing  beyond  our  boundary,  in  conftirmityto  ita 
proviiionf.  The  sppreheniion  iliat  the  Indians  in  the 
Mexican  territory  will  be  Induced  to  Uke  psrt  in  the 
war  going  on  in  their  neighborhood  is  more  rcMonabIc 
than  that  those  within  our  limit*  will  do  lot  andi  a*  that 
ia  within  the  range  of  probability,  we  should  take  the 
Dece**ary  precaution*  to  protect  our  citizens  who  mav  be 
exposed  to  danger.  In  addition  to  the  alarm  liktly  to 
be  produced  by  the  various  communication*  before  ui, 
we  have  the  annundation  of  my  colleague,  that  if  the 
Tcxian*  and  the  force  of  General  Gaine*  should  be  de- 
'  itroyed,  *uch  is  the  formation  of  the  country,  that  ■ 
thouMnd  mounted  men  could  dash  from  the  Bsbine  to 
the  Miaaissippi,  cut  down  the  ieveei,  inundate  the  coun- 
try, destroy  New  Orlesna,  and  retire  before  the  pupula. 
tion  could  be  collected  to  arrest  their  career.  He  hti 
teferred  to  the  particular  section  of  the  State  in  which 
I  reside,  a*  the  region  througli  which  tlii*  extraordinary 
mavement  could  be  made.  Why,  sir,  it  is  the  very 
Tormation  of  the  country  that  would  prevent  such  a 
movement,  if  any  military  mm  should  be  indiscreet 
enough  to  attempt  it.  At  thi*  seaion  of  the  year,  it 
would  be  nearly  iinpoaaible  for  any  body  of  men  to  get 
to  the  Mistiaiippi  from  the  western  part  of  (he  Bt»le 


without  a  water  Iraneportationi  and  the  idea  that  the 
country  bordering  on  tbe  HianMippI  can  be  inundated, 
and  Netr  Orleans  destroyed  by  a  thousand  men,  is  too 
extravagant  to  he  seriously  entertained.  From  the  Sa- 
bine river  to  the  Hi**inippl  is  a  distance  of  at  least  one 
buttdred  and  sixty  miles,  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
tbe  diatance  it  scro*s  tbe  ■w*mps  and  inundated  Isnds.  H 
is  possible  that  such  a  force  might,  by  a  sudden  and  un- 
expected movement,  penetrate  to  some  distance  into  the 
open  country  south  of  the  Red  river)  but  if  they  should 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  tbe  eastern  boundary  of  anv 
of  tbe  four  parishea  alluded  to  by  my  colleague,  I  will 
undertake  to  *ay  not  one  would  ever  get  back  ^ain.  I 
do  not  intend  to  prononnee  any  eulogy  on  the  peopVe  of 
those  psrisbei;  they  need  nonei  but  I  believe,  if  every 
man  wa*  removed,  that  tbe  women  and  children  could 
and  would  lucccwfully  resist  sueli  an  invanon. 

Sir,  if  tbe  remarks  I  have  made  shall  have  tbe  efFbct 
of  keeping  us  out  of  this  Tcxian  controversy,  I  sbsil  be 
gratified,  tf  we  preaerve  our  neutrality,  and  afford 
protection  to  our  cilliens  and  interests,  it  is  sll  Ihat  is 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  characler  of  our 
counlry.  Ai  to  tbe  course  it  may  be  proper  bereafler 
to  adopt  in  relation  to  Texas,  it  will  be  time  enough  to- 
consider  it  when  tbe  question  shall  be  presented.  In 
the  mean  lime,  do  not  let  ua  do  any  thing  to  compromit 
ourselves,  or  so  involve  the  country  that  we  cannot 
freely  and  diipassiofiately  consider  what  course  it  may 
be  most  judicious  to  puraue.  We  must  not,  under  the 
influence  of  indignant  feelings,  excited  by  the  sccounta 
we  have  reeeived  of  Mexican  treachery  and  barbarity,  or 
of  strong  sppreheniion*,  adopt  any  measure  ourselves, 
or  prompt  Ihe  adoption  of  a  course  of  conduct  by  our 
commander  on  tbat  frontier,  which  will  endanger  Ihe 
peace  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants. 

Hr.  MASON,  of  Virginii,  said  they  must  all  be  very 
senNble,  at  he  had  been  ^m  it*  commencement,  that 
the  controveray  between  tbe  different  portion*  of  tbe 
Mexican  republic  waa  certain  to  produce  consequeiMe* 
deeply  sffecting  our  foreign  relations,  and  involving  in- 
terest*, domestic  and  foreign,  of  the  moat  absorbing 
character.     The  principles  involved  in  the  contest,  tbe 
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.  .  laraclerofthe  patdesengige^  were  allcalcobled 
to  produce  these  results.  He  had  therefore  been  moat 
anxiona  to  exclude  from  this  hall  a  discussion  which 
mighl  be  very  powerAil  for  miscbier,  but,  in  the  present 
condition  of  that  controversy,  could  not  be  productive 
of  sny  national  benefit- 
While  he  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  QAVtiHs]  in  deprecating,  in  dcbiie  here,  Ihe 
uae  o^  language  of  denuneislion  against  Ihe  character  or 
conduct  of  Ihe  Chief  Executive  of  a  country  with  which 
our  relation!  were  those  erf' araily,  peace,  and  friendship, 
however  he  may  have  been  elevated,  or  may  exereiae 
his  authority  toward  those  who  are  subject  la  il,  be 
could  not  but  regret  thst  that  gentleman  had  himself 
fallen  into  a  similar  error.  Under  the  treaty  of  limit* 
existing  between  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  thtt 
Western  boundary  of  the  United  Slates  is  described  aa 
Goramencingon  tbe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  at  Ihe  mouth  of  the 
Sabine  river,  running  on  the  west  bank  of  that  river  to 
the  33d  degree  of  latitude,  and  Ihence  a  due  north  line 
to  the  Red  river.  There  are  two  branches  of  the  river 
which  fall  inio  the  Sabine  lake  before  it  enters  the  Gulf, 
and  it  is  an  unsettled  question  which  is  the  boundary. 
Tlie  gentleman  from  Louislsro  concede*  thst  the  eastern 
brand),  as  contended  by  Mexico,  is  tbe  true  boundary, 
while  the  opinion  of  hia  colleague,  [Mr.  BirLii,]  of  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States^  and  ofotliera  poaeaaing 
more  accimle  geographical  informRtion  than  he  (Hr. 
U.)  did,  claim  that  the  moit  wetlem  hrsnch  wastbe 
true  boundary.    ComnimDBen  m  now  ebacfed  with 
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..«•  to  ifibrd  protection  to  the 

performing  thii  duty. 

It  WM  Mlmilln]  tint  Kicoplocbei  lies  touth  at  the 
33d  dagree  of  lititude,  and  between  the  two  brtnchet 
of  ihD  8«bine  rtTer.  If  ^e  gentlcnui  from  Louiuiiu 
[Mr.  Gablaxd]  be  correct.  General  Oainea  it  inTeited 
with  ■  ditoretiooeiT  power  of  taking  ■  podtiaa  on  Itie 
Meziean  territory!  but  he  (Mr.  X. )  contended  lh«t,  under 
Ibekw  of  naiioi]a,uid  the  exiMii^  treaties  between  (he 
two  oountriei,  with  the  Kfowed  and  bona  fide  motivei  of 
thil  morement,  no  juat  came  of  eomplaint,  on  the  part 
of  Mezioa^  cxiated. 

The  d^ate  had  been  eoKdoeted  on  the  gratnitoui  ••- 
aunption,  by  lome  gentlosent  that  Ihia  propouiion  in- 
Tolied  a  deebralion  of  war  i^aimt  Mexico,  while  othen 
aeemed  to  nippoae  that  it  crineed  a  purpow,  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  of  the  Umted  Statai,  lo  take  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Tezai  in  tbe  war  in  wluoh  ther  are  en- 
gaged. Hr.  M.  confidently  aaaerted  that  neilber  con- 
clusion did  juilicela  the  Bxecutim,  or  Ibe  object  of  the 
appropriation  under  oonnderation. 

The  yreat  princnple  which  liea  at  the  foundation  of 
our  inttitutioniii,  that  the  people  of  ere^  .country  have 
the  right  to  adopt  and  to  adminiMer  tbtir  own  form  of 
gof  emment,  witboul  interfercoce  from  other*.  It  waa 
on  thi*  principle  that  we  aawrted  and  achieved  out  own 
independence.  It  wai  by  the  obfcrrance  of  Ihia  neu- 
tral!^, by  abitainipg  from  the  quamli  of  other  natiou, 
vbelher  foreign  or  domealic,  tttat  our  country  had  w- 
Gured  ill  paat  proaperily,  and  lo  the  lanie  course  we 
Buat  look  for  the  mme  retuiU  in  the  future.  Mr.  M. 
aaid  that  he  waa  fi>r  abidiiw  by  theae  ptinciplea,  and  be 
confidently  aMerled  that  they  had  controlled  the  courie 
of  the  ExeeutiTe  in  the  inttrtictianB  to  our  mifitary  coo- 
mander,  whiobhad  been  Ibeaubjectof  diacuMion.  Ha 
bad  Ken  nothing  in  tboae  inatruetiona,  or  the  letter  of 
Qcnetat  Gainea,  calculated  to  violaln  tbem.  Mr.  H.  ex- 
premed  the  hope  that  the  queition  raind  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Haaaaohuaelta,  [Hr.  Adam*,]  whether  the 
United  States  will  recogniae  the  independence  of  Texai, 
would  not  be  involved  in  tbe  eonaideration  of  thii  quca- 


(  time  alone  can  daeide.  If  they 
ihall  BuceeiaTully  encounter  the  fearful  odds  arrayed 
^ainat  them,  and  maintain  a  ife  fatto  Oovemment,  it 
will  be  for  the  United  Statea,  when  the  event  ahall  trana- 
pire,  lo  determine  on  the  relationa  to  be  cilablnhed 
with  them:  a  recognition  of  their  independence,  under 
such  eiroumttanOM,  will  be  no  violition  of  our  treaty 
wilb  Mexico.  Bui  lurcly  nothing  hai  occurred,  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  justify  a  suspicion  that  it  ii  the  purpoK 
of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Stales,  or  of  a  majority 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentative^  under  the  eiiiling 
itate  of  afTairs,  to  exercise  this  high  power.  The  Texiana 
have  notaikcd  It)  tbey  have  too  many  melancholy  proofs 
of  the  uncertainly  of  the  result  of  their  efforts,  to  ei- 
prct  ui  to  reci^niie  them  as  an  independent  people. 
When  the  fict  ahall  eziat,  it  will  be  theduly  of  the  Got, 
crnment  of  tbe  Uoiied  Slalei  to  decide  the  question. 

What,  then,  aikcd  Hr.  M.,  is  ihe  question  under 
consideration  f  And  why  have  the  measure!  been 
adapted  which  induce  a  call  for  this  appropriation? 

In  Ihe  prosecution  of  a  fixed  policy,  the  Uoiied  States 
have  removed  to  a  liact  of  country  weat  of  tbe  Hiwa- 
aippi,  bordering  on  Texas,  Indian  tribe^  with  a  popu- 
lation now  there  ealinwtcd  at  one  hundred  and  lixty 
tboumnd.  In  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  ratified  in  1S31, 
there  are  mutual  alipuUtiona,  binding  each  of  Ihe  re- 
tHiblka  to  reatrain  by  force  the  IiidiaM  witbia  tbcir  re- 


speclive  limits  from  hostilities  against  the  other.  Ws 
are  not  only  bound  lo  protect  our  own  frontier,  but  la 
repren  the  hostile  movements  of  these  powerful  India* 
tribes,  already  restless  and  discontented,  wboae  diapoau 
tion  to  join  in  the  contest  it  must  he  extremely  diffi- 
cult Id  restrain,  if  the  country  in  their  imnedmte  vi* 
cinily  shill,  a*  it  probably  will,  become  the  teat  of  war. 
Nolbing  is  so  well  calculated  lo  accomplish  thia  object 
as  Ihe  pretence  of  a  strong  military  force  on  the  part  of 
Ihe  United  Statea.  II  may  be  aaid  that  Mexico  will  not 
complain,  but  may  Invite  them  lo  Join  in  tbn  conflict. 
Whelher  Mexico  complains  or  not,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
United  States  In  prevent  Ihe  Indians  from  engaging  in 
war)  becauan  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  eometiMM 
of  the  opinion  of  General  Gainea,  that  they  will,  ivben 
in  arms,  respect  no  boundary,  real  or  imaginary,  and 
that  the  oalamilies  of  their  hostility  will  be  felt  by  our 
people. 

A  general  officer,  of  great  eiperienee  and  diaoretion, 
and  o/ acknowledged  bravery,  eliarged  with  the  ditty  of 
defending  this  frontier,  baa  communicated  to  Ihe  War 
Department  his  apprehensiona  of  hostile  feelings  attd 
movementson  the  part  of  Ihe  Indians,  and  of  tike  poaaibla 
event  of  a  violation  of  our  territory  and  neutrality  by  tbe 
belligeranis  in  Mexico.  Order*  have  been  given  lo  collect 
force  sufficient  to  awe  tbe  savages  into  peace,  and  to 
Eflrain  either  of  the  contending  partiea  in  Texas  from 
entering  our  territory  with   arms  in  tbeir  hands.     An 


LppTOpriation  lo  lurniah  the 


from  the  proper  Department,  asking  ai 

'      'ih  the  means  of  affording  thii  pn 

iiens,  and  to  enable  the  Executive, 


good  ftith,  to  execute  the  trealy.  It  it  true  that 
General  Gaines,  in  executing  the  order*  of  the  Oovem- 
ment given  to  accompl'irii  these  objects,  haa  been  autho- 
rixed  to  advance  within  Ibe  territocy  clained  by  Mexie«| 
but  Ibe  United  State*  has  notified  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment that,  in  taking  such  a  pcailioa,  Ibe  purpoae  ha*  not 
been  to  lake  an  adversary  potaesnon  of  the  territory  in 
dispute,  but  wilh  the  aingle  intention  of  executing  the 
treaty  and  preserving  our  neutrality.  So  far  from  it  be- 
ing a  war  measure,  it  is  declared  lo  be  provisional  and 
preosutionary,  and  it  is  the  only  prudent  measure  by 
which  peace  is  lo  he.  preserved  and  war  prevented.  Tlie 
committee  ivsuid  obaerre  that  in  these  onttr*  both  tbe 
OMitending  parties  were  placed  on  tbe  same  footing,  and 
tliattba  Government,  abstaining  from  any  interference 
with  the  war  between  Ihcm,  was  determined  lo  do  equal 
justice  to  both. 

Mr.  H.  aaid  he  could  not  undertake  to  determine 
whether  even  theac  precautionary  measures  would  secure 
peace)  but  believing  them  eiaenlial,  whether  peace  i* 
to  contmue  or  war  ia  to  be  encountered,  he  should 
coniider  bimaelf  shamefully  wanting  in  duty,  il  he  were 
not  to  reipond  to  thi*  call,  by  placing  at  ibe  command 
of  the  Executive  Ihe  mein*  of  maintaining  our  neulraliiy, 
of  protecting  our  toil  from  Ihe  aggreauons  of  any  who 
may  be  disposed  to  invade  il,  and  of  reslrsining  amvage 
war,  in  which  our  own  citizen*  muat  be  tbe  greateat  suf- 
ferer*. He  law  in  tbe  orders  lo  General  Game*  a  clear 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  neulraliiy,  a  disposition  to 
do  exact  justice  to  both  parties,  afirm  reaolve  to  protect 
tbe  American  people  from  violence,  and  a  faithful  ob- 
servance of  the  obligation  of  Irealiet. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  was  thankful,  ho  aaid,  to  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Hr.  GaatasD]  for  the  re- 
mark* he  had  made  on  this  subject.  He  thought  the 
stateraenls  he  bed  made,  and  the  convincing  argnroenta 
by  which  he  had  accorapauied  them,  would  determine 
Ihe  Kouse  to  postpone  any  action  on  Ibis  proposition 
until  it  hid  been  more  maturely  convdered.  In  favor 
of  thia  course  he  would  add  a  few  remarks.  He  waa 
not  alarmed  by  the  insinuations  of  want  of  patriotism 
which  were  thrown  uut  against  these  who  wi*hcd  to  act 


v>^TOOglC 


S543 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


3544 


R.  or  R.] 


Defrriet  of  the  Wetttm  FrontUr. 


dellbentelj  on  (hli  momenloui  queition.  He  wti  not 
Ktgtr  to  invoire  thii  country  in  r  long,  expeniive,  and 
bloody  wir.  ir  one  ihouMnd  mtn,  well  appointed  and 
equipped,  could  eifect  *■  mucli  miwhieron  our  harden 
•1  the  irendefMn  from  Louiiiin*  [Mr,  RirLiT]  ■yi  Ihey 
Mn,  *nd  irthe  Mesictn  miniiter  here  ii  »  ihrewd  and 
vif^lUnt  aa  he  i*  repreienled  to  be,  Sinla  Ann*  will  aoon 
be  adviird  lo  act  accordingly.  U  General  Giinea  venl 
into  the  recognised  territory  of  Mexico  with  hli  Torce*, 
what  wii  he  lo  do  when  be  got  there'  Will  he  My  to 
the  Mexican*,  I  hare  only  come  to  keep  the  peace?  What- 
ever he  may  aiv,  will  not  the  Mexican!  order  him  to  go 
back  fonhwiUi*  Will  he  then  retire?  No(  hi*  commu- 
nicationi  thow  the  (pirit  and  feeling  whicli  will  govern 
hi)  coune  in  regard  (o  any  llesican  force  or  authority 
whicli  he  miglit  encounter.  Hia  languare  WM  hardly 
leM  exceptionable  than  that  of  hia  colleague,  [Hr. 
WiLLiaxa,}  who  talked  or  cutting  ofT  Santa  Anna'a  head. 
He  WW  iorry  to  hear  language  of  that  kind  applied,  on 
Ibii  floor,  to  the  head  of  a  republic  on  termiof  iinity 
withtw.  It  had  a  direct  effect  lo  create  feeling  unfavor- 
able to  peace  and  friendship.  Should  a  conflict  take 
ptace  between  General  Gainei  and  the  Meiican  force, 
what  eonaequencei  might  not  en«ie?  Me  did  not  believe 
that  Santa  Anna  could  reach  New  Orleans,  or  even  the 
MiaaMppi,  but  he  belieTCd  that  a  war  would  Follow  which 
would  deraatate  the  frontier,  and  ileluge  it  in  blood. 
He  looked  upon  the  coune  propoied  by  the  inilructkiDa 
H  a  violation  of  the  treaty.  It  commanded  the  general 
to  ntake  war,in  order  lo  prevent  aninvaaionof  our  terri- 
tory, tt  violated  the  treaty,  on  pretenee  of  an  intended 
violatinn  of  our  neutrality.  Ought  we  not  lo  remonatrvie 
fim  againat  any  encroachment  a  on  our  rights? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr.  H«ao>r]  aayt 
we  fend  our  army  into  their  territory,  under  a  proviaion 
in  the  treaty  which  requirea  ua  to  rcitrain  the  Indiana 
within  our  limita  from  hoiliiiliei.  But  how  waa  thii 
done?  Should  we  invade  their  territory  lo  keep  our 
Indiana  in  order?  Suppnae  Santa  Anna,  alto  croaaing 
the  "  imaginary  line"  which  aeparatci  ua,  (viii  a  riter 
which  I*  ISO  yards  wide  at  Ihe  loweat  water,  and  when 
full  is  two  or  three  oiilea  wide,}  enter  our  territory,  to 
keep  hia  Indiana  in  order,  muai  not  hoatllilles  ensue.' 
Let  u*  pause.  The  only  plan  by  which  a  war  waa  to  be 
avoided  wm  tor  Can(p«as  to  declare  that  the  course  pro. 
poMd  in  the  inslructiona  ought  not  to  be  laleraled,  snd 
that  the  boundaries  should  be  respected  by  both  parties. 
If  we  did  that,  the  Mexican  grneral  would  never  pass 
our  botindary.  If  Santa  Anna  was  the  man  of  talents  and 
ngacily  that  he  was  reputed  lo  be,  the  story  of  hia 
threatening  to  plant  his  stsndird  on  our  Capitol  could 
not  be  true.  Me  did  not  believe  that  Santa  Anna,  with 
hia  ahrewdness  and  eiperience,  would  ever  venture 
across  Ihe  Sabine.  The  declarationa  imputed  lo  him 
were  not  consistent  with  his  characteras  a  rosn  of  sense. 
Ai  to  the  newspaper  accounts  that  had  been  referred  to, 
Jhey  were  not  to  be  relied  on;  being  often  framed  with  a 
view  to  deceive  Ihe  public,  from  tlie  most  mercenary 
motive.  Id  eonelusion,  Hr.  Urduwdod  sud  he  regard- 
ed this  meaaure  as  an  entering  wedge  to  a  war  with 
Mexico,  and  it  would  assuredly  prove  a  war  with  our 
Treasury,  if  not  with  Mexico.  Let  ui,  sir,  ibink  of  it 
till  Monday.  For  the  purpose  of  considering  this  sub. 
Jeet  after  more  mature  deliberation,  he  moved  that  Ihe 
committee  rise.     Lost:  Ayes  61,  noes  96. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
Inierling  a  proviso  that  the  appropriation  should  not  be 
understood  as  giving  any  aanction  to  an  invaaion,  by  the 
troop)  of  the  United  State),  of  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
bed  Mexican  Stateat  which  waa  not  agreed  to. 

Hr.  McKAT  then  moved  to  ameniT  the  bill  by  provi- 
ding that  the  money  should  be  expended  under  toe  di- 
rection of  Ihe  SecreUry  of  War,  according  to  the  tcH 


of  the  38lh  February,  1795,  providing  for  calling  forth 
Ihe  militia,  and  the  act  of  Sd  Januar}',  1795,  reguhlin^ 
tlie  pay,  he,  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  actual  aer- 

Mr.  CAUBRELENG  did  not  know  the  precise  elTect 
of  the  amendment  proposed,  but  presumed  it  waa  in  con- 
formity lo  Ihe  provisions  of  the  act  1795.  When  the 
bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  Seminole  war  pass- 
ed this  House,  the  amount  was  to  be  expended  accord- 
ing lo  lawi  that  proviaion  was  struck  out,  and  Ihe  refer- 
ence to  Ihe  act  of  1833  was  lubalitulcdi  tbal  refers  to 
the  act  of  1S38,  and  the  last  to  the  act  of  1795.  If  he 
comprehended  the  amendment,  he  saw  no  ubjeclioo  to 
il.  While  up,  he  would  express  hi*  aurprlae  at  the  ex- 
traordinary courae  the  debate  had  taken.  We  had  been 
discussing  the  queition  of  a  war  with  Mexico,  and  the 
adminialration  were  charged  with  a  deaign  to  create  it, 
while  it  WM  manifest  that  Ihey  had  determined,  by  every 
atep  they  had  taken  in  reference  to  thia  war  on  our  bor* 
der,  lo  prcterve  the  moat  rigid  neutrality,  and  to  re- 
aped the  national  right*  of  Mexico.  The  PresideHl  had 
but  two  day*  ago  aeni  ua  a  communication,  aaking  for  so 
appropriation  to  pay  the  expense  of  running  the  bound- 
sry  line  between  this  country  and  Mexico.  We  are 
now  called  upon  for  an  appropriation  to  enable  our 
GDvernment  to  maintain  its  neutrality.  Without  a  strong 
force,  then,  (and  we  ought  to  have  had  ten  thousand 
men  there  before  now,)  it  will  be  impossible  to  com- 
mand the  respect  of  both  parties)  *nd  without  occupy- 
ing the  poaition  in  the  neutral  territory,  as  proposed  in 
a  certain  contingency,  and  without  an  efilcient  force, 
our  neutrality  on  never  be  sustained.  He  WW,  there> 
fore,  much  aurpriaed  at  Ihe  remarks  of  the  gcnlleman 
from  Massacbuteits,  [Mr.  Ada>^]  about  a  war  with  Mex< 
iCD.  We  were  trying  to  avoid  one,  whatever  might  he 
the  event. 

Mr.  MA90N,ofOhiD,tddrened  the  committee  at  some 
length  against  Ibe  bill.  He  denounced  the  whole  Tei- 
ian  controversy  to  be  a  "  humbtig,"  and  thia  propoutioD 
for  llie  defence  of  Ihe  Soutbweatern  frontier  to  be  a 
decided  humbug,  for  the  purpose  of  bleeding  the  Treas- 
ury and  gelling  rid  of  the  surplus  revenue.  He  alao 
oondemned  and  animadverted  with  great  severity  on  th« 
conduct  of  General  Gainea,  u  a  mere  fourth  of  July 
speech  maker.  The  citiien*  of  Texas,  now  engaged 
agkinat  Santa  Anna,  he  deacribed  to  be  a  act  of  runawaya, 
and  all  men  of  noloriously  bad  characters,  moat  of  whom 
had  fled  their  native  country  for  their  Crimea,  and  to  e*- 
cape  a  halleri  and  the  fate  which  some  of  them  had  met 
in  Texii  wa*  not  worae  than  would  have  been  Ibeir  lot 
if  they  had  not  run  away  from  their  own  country.  Hs 
ridiculed  Ihe  aympathy  which  wu  gotten  up  in  behalf  of 
the  Texian*.  I'hey  were  termed  our  brethren,  oar 
unfortunate  countrymen,  when  their  cbaracten  were 
auch  that,  while  they  were  among  us,  we  would  not  speak 
to  them  if  we  met  them  in  the  streeta. 

Mr.  BYNUH  followed,  in  reply  both  to  the  jcentleman 
from  Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  lyouisana,  [Hr.  Ga>- 
UBD,]  and  reviewed  Ibe  whole  subject  involved  in  the 
Texian  controversy,  and  urged  the  neceasity  of  providing 
for  Ihe  defence  of  our  own  frontier. 

Hr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  apoiogiied  to  the  com- 
niiltee  for  addressing  it  at  so  late  an  hour,  when  he  per- 
ceived an  anxiety  to  vote  upon  Ihe  que*tion  under  con* 
aideration.  But  coming  from  a  Slate  more  immediately 
interctted  in  it*  deciaion  than  any  other,  be  fell  himself 
called  upon,  late  w  II  waa,  lo  reply  lo  some  of  the  ex- 
traordinary abjections  made  lo  Ihe  paaaage  of  Ihe  bill. 


grelled  to  hear,  but  should  not  now  notice.  And  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Hr.  Habox]  had  gone  au  far  aa 
'-  coadami)  the  ordera  given  to  OcocmI  Gainer  on  tfao 
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ground  Itiu  i  mitiliry  Torce  w»  not  at  ill  necemrj'  for 
Hie  proteclion  oT  our  Wealern  frontier,  and  ■■  being 
cilcuUted  to  produce  a  w*r  witb  Hexieo.  He  nid  that 
we  are  Mting  on  inrormation  contained  in  newipaperi, 
promulgated  \>j  intereited  peraoni,  and  that  we  are  in- 
fluenced by  our  reelinjj^  in  faror  of  the  people  of  Texaa. 
He  was  indeed  lurpriied,  after  all  the  information  ob- 
tained uptfn  the  lubjecl,  and  particularly  aller  theofficial 
cornmunicationa  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  hear 
■uch  remarki. 

in  vollnfc  for  the  bill  he  (Mr.  J.)  waa  not  influenced 
by  the  accounti  contained  in  the  New  Tork  paper,  ao 
freely  cominented  on,  nor  waa  he  influenced  by  thepro- 
ceedinn  of  the  public  mcelinn  held  in  different  parta  of 
the  Union,  in  favor  of  the  Teiiana,  which  bid  been  allu- 
ded to,  or  by  the  lympattiy  he  felt,  in  comnion  with  the 
whole  American  people,  tor  the  brare  men  and  help- 
lea*  women  and  children  who  have  been  baiely  butch- 
ered, ai  is  bel'itTed,  by  a  rutlileai  lyr*nt,  contrary  to  the 
Diage*  of  civilized  warfare.  He  acted  from  informitidn 
entitled  to  the  higheal  reapect,  and  «hould  vote  for  the 
bill  becauie  it  contained  an  appropriation  to  piy  Ihe  ne- 
ceaaary  espenaei  of  tl>e  troopi  now  actually  employed 
on  our  Wealern  frontier,  and  of  the  militia'  called  for 
fron  tcveral  of  the  Stale*  to  aid  in  cbecking  any  hoa- 
tilc  incuraiona  of  the  Indiana  on  that  frontier,  and  In  or- 
der to  preierre  Ibe  neutrality  of  the  United  Stale*. 
Could  any  man  view  Ihe  present  atale  of  things  on  the 
wealem  bordera  of  I/niiaiana,  and  contemplate  the 
eventa  duly  tranapiring  in  the  neigli  hot  hood,  and  not 
believe  thit  a  iirong  military  force  ahouM  promptly  be 
placed  there  by  our  Govemmcnir 

It  would  be recotlecled  (mid  Mr.  J.)  that,  in  addition 
to  the  numeroui  warlike  tribea  of  Indiana  reaiding  weit 
of  Louiaiana,  Arkanaaa,  and  Miaaonrl,  a  large  body  of 
Indiana  bad  been  recently  removed  (by  the  policy  of 
our  Government)  th>m  the  eait  aide  of  the  Misalnippi, 
and  located  on  the  wealern  bordera  of  Louiaiina  and 
Arkanaaa,  who  have  been  for  lome  lime  in  a  reatlesa 
•talc,  and  evidently  diKatiafled  with  their  lituation.  To 
keep  them  in  check,  and  lo  prevent  them  from  commit- 
ting boitililici  within  our  limita,  and  of  waging  war  among 
themaelvea,  i  large  military  force,  in  hia  opinion,  would 
be  conatantly  required  on  our  Weitern  fronlier.  But 
at  tbia  moment,  when  all  the  tribea  alluded  to  are  great- 
ly excited,  and  when  «e  have  the  atrongeal  reaaoni  to 
believe,  from  Informaiion  received  from  dilferent 
foareea,  that  Santa  Anna  has  in  violation  of  Ihe  treaty 
es'rating  between  the  Cniled  Statea  and  Mexico,  actual- 
ly engaged  thoie  Indiana  to  aid  him  in  Ihe  war  he  la  now 
vaginB  with  Tezaa,  ia  !t  poaaible  Tor  any  man  not  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  Loulaiana  and  Arkanaaa  are  Dot 
at  thia  moment  in  imminent  peril?  Indeed,  he  appre- 
hended that  a  force  oF  from  ten  lo  twenty  (houtand  men 
ni'ghl  be  immediately  required  on  Ihat  expoaed  frontier, 
not  to  make  waragainat  Mexico,  but  to  protect  American 
citiiene,  and  to  defend  our  own  country. 

Had  tbePrefident  of  the  United  Statea  failed  to  adopt 
Ibe  coune  he  had  puraued,  and  to  call  the  altenCion  of 
Congrets  to  Ibe  aubject,  he  would  have  been  criminally 
negligent  in  the  performance  of  the  high  dutiea  devolv- 
ing upon  him  at  such  a  criaia.  He  approved  of  hia  con- 
duct in  thia  reapect,  and  of  the  ordera  given  to  General 
Gainea.  What  are  thcae  ordenF  General  Gainei  wat 
directed  to  take  a  poaitton  near  the  weatem  boundary 
ol  Louiaiana,  for  the  defence  of  that  fronlier,  and  not  lo 
crow  over  Ihe  imaginary  line  between  the  United  Statea 
and  Texat,  unleaa  it  ahould  become  neceaiaiy  for  him 
todo  ao,  to  protect  Ihe  inhabitanta  of  that  portion  of  the 
United  State*  from  the  oalamitiea  of  war,  and  to  eauae 
Ibe  neutrality  of  the  nation  to  bereapecled.  And  what 
doe*  General  Gainea  wy  in  the  communication  Ibat  baa 
been  diaapproved  of  by  mom  gcntlenenf    Not  iliat  be 


detigna  violating  hi*  inalruellona,  but  Ihat  be  will  adhere 
to  them  alriclly,  and  not  paaa  into  the  ditputed  territory 
between  the  United  Statea  and  Mexico,  unleaa  It  ahould 
become  neceaaary  for  Ibe  purpoaea  authorized  by  hia  In- 
Btructiona.  And,  from  Ihe  high  character  and  patriot- 
iam  of  General  Gainea,  it  ia  not  to  be  preiuroed  that  he 
will  violate  hia  inatrueliona,  or,  by  rashncM  and  India- 
cretion,  involve  u*  in  a  war  with  Mexico.  No  one  could 
deprecate  auch  a  war  more  Ihan  himaelf,  for  no  Slale 
would  auffer  aa  much  by  the  eontequence*  of  It  aa  Ihe 
Slale  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repreaent.  Still,  he 
had  no  heutation  in  layiag  that.  If  Ihe  oHicen  of  Ihe 
Mexican  Government  ahould,  contrary  to  Ibe  provision* 
of  the  existing  treaty  between  the  two  GovernmenIa, 
entice  the  Indian*  vitbin  our  limita  to  join  them  in  Ihe 
war  of  extermination  now  nging  in  Teza*,  or  *hould 
prevail  on  Ihoie  Indiana  to  eatabliih  themaelres  perma- 
nently in  TrXB^  a*  i*  apprehended  by  aome,  it  would 
become  Ihe  imperative  duty  of  General  Oainea  to  pre- 
vent auch  a  slate  of  thing*,  and,  if  neceaaary  to  effect  the 
object,  lo  mirch  his  Iroops  into  Texas. 

The  savage*,  thus  employed,  would  have  Ihe  Weatern 
aelttements  wholly  within  their  power;  and  who  can 
doubt  that  hn*tile  collisiona  between  Ihem  and  American 
citizen*  would  be  Ihe  result,  and  thai  Ihe  whole  Western 
fronlier  would  soon  be  involved  in  warF  The  law*  of 
nation*,  and  the  practice*  of  our  own  Government, 
would,  on  the  occurrence  of  event*,  juatify  the  cour«e 
of  proceeding*  contemplated  by  General  Gainea-  In 
tact,  luch  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  authori- 
liea  would  afford  Ihe  United  Statea  a  juit  cauie  of  war, 
and  throw  Ihe  reaponsibilitiea  reaulting  therefrom  upon 
that  Government.  But  the  contemplated  military  force 
la  dengned  not  to  make  war,  but  to  preaerve  peace,  to 
check  ihe  movement*  of  the  hostile  savages  on  our 
Western  borders,  and  to  preaerve  Ihe  neutrality  of  the 
United  State*.  Peace,  in  hia  opinion,  can  only  be  pre- 
aerved  by  auch  a  force.  The  troopi  now  there  arc  auf- 
fering  for  Ihe  want  of  Ihia  appropriation,  and  the  militia 
called  fur  from  Ihe  different  Statea  cannot  be  fiirniabed, 
aa  we  are  informed,  without  it-  The  quarternaatar 
general  reports  that  he  ia  without  a  dollar  to  provide  for 
their  expenaea. 

Are  we  not  called  upon,  then,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  by  every 
consideration  of  duty  and  of  patriotism,  to  pas*  thia  bill, 
and  to  pass  it  promptly*  With  reapect  to  Ihe  people  of 
Trias  he  had  but  little  to  say.  He  thought,  however, 
that  great  injualice  had  been  done  to  ihem.  Ko  doubt 
m*ny  unworthy  men  had  emigrated  to  thai  country,  aome 
of  whom  perhapa  had  fled  from  their  own  country.  All 
new  countriea  had  been  seltled  in  the  aame  wav.  Hut 
that  many  gentlemen  of  lilenti,  wealth,  and  of  high  re- 
spectability of  character,  had  been  induced  loaeltle  in 
that  country,  i*  as  certain-  I'hey  had  been  invited 
there  under  the  eatablishment  of  liberal  inslitulions  and 
In  fighting  to  maintain  them  they  had  evinced  a  courage 
and  pitriotiam  worthy  any  age  or  country.  The  pro- 
gre**  of  the  war  in  that  country,  marked  a*  ll  ia  by  a 
apirit  of  the  most  ferocious  and  sanguinary  barbarity  on 
the  part  of  the  Mexican  comtnander,  must  ihock  every 
man  of  common  humanity.  Waa  il  not  natural,  then,  that 
theiufferingaof  the  people  of  that  counlry  ahould  ex- 
cite Ihe  sympathy  of  those  of  the  United  Stateaf 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  alto  defended  the  appropriation 
at  aome  length.  Wbile  he  was  opposed  to  any  colliaion 
with  Sania  Anna,  yet  he  wai  in  favor  of  having  a  com- 
petent number  of  brave  iroopa  on  Ihe  frontier,  which 
would  be  the  beat  meana  of  preventing  auch  collision, 
ed  at  c 

iy  emergency 
which  might  occur. 

Mr.  GRAVES  waa  not  opposed  to  the  pasaige  of  the 
UU>    He  coneurred,  however,  witb  bis  coUeagne,  [Hr. 
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ITiDiBirooD,]  Ihkt  (be  document!  ikhlch  hid  been  read 
■hould  be  printeil,  and  in  oppDrtiinily  afFiirded  of 
examining  the  whole  subject  bercM  any.  nnal  action  on 
it.  Thii  eoune  waa  alio  Mnetioned  and  approTed  by 
theehairmin  of  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Ueani. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  here  inlerrapled  Ihe^nlleman 
rrom  Kentucky.  It  wis  true  that  he  bad  icquieaced  in 
the  ni^geitioni  of  the  ^ntlemin  from  Kentucky  [Hr. 
Dimaawaoii]  when  the  bill  wu  Brat  taken  up.  The 
debate  which  had  lince  taken  place  had  changed  hit 
n  entirely.     He  had  no  idea,  when  he  apeed  to 


tbey  should  have  a  debate  about  a  Uesican  war.  He 
was  now  nliified  (hit  any  further  delay  was  unnceesiar)', 
and  that  the  bill  ought  lo  be  paMed  before  tbey  adjourn- 
ed that  diy. 

Mr.  GBATBS  was  unable  lo  perceive  any  good  rea- 
son for  (he  chsnge  which  the  ^nlleman  avowed  had 
taken  phcesi  tu  his  course  on  Ibis  subject.  He  (Hr. 
O.)  slill  thought  that  the  pspera  which  had  been  read, 
•nd  also  the  additional  information  vbioh  had  been  sug- 
gested by  sereril  gentlemen,  should  be  laid  before  them 
in  a  printed  form,  before  they  acted  finally  on  Ibii  bill; 
•nd,  for  thii  purpose,  he  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  quet(ion  being  put,  there  sppiared,  from  ihe 
sound,  to  be  a  majority  in  the  negative;  but  a  count  be- 
ing called  for, 

Mr.  GRAVES  modi&ed  his  motion,  by  moving  Ibst 
the  committee  rite  snd  report  (he  bill  to  the  House. 

The  iiio(ion  was  decided  to  be  oat  of  order,  while  an 
smendment  was  pending. 

Hr.  SEVIER  next  addressed  (he  Baufe  in  hvor  of  (he 
bill,  and  in  reply  (o  (he  remarks  of  Mr.  (iABLm.in  ref- 
erence to  Ihe  boundary  line  between  the  United  S(*tet 
and  Texas. 

After  a  au^eation  or  two  by  Mr.  ASHLEYt  (he 
amendment  ofHr.  HcKxt  was  agreed  toi  when  Ihe  com- 
mittee rose,  reported  Ihe  bill  to  the  House,  and  the 
amendtnent  adopted  in  eonimittee  WM  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WISB  requested  teave  to  explain  his  reasons  for 
voting  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  said  (liere  were  current 
rumors  of  dsngerous  disturbances  on  Ihe  boundary  of 
Texu,  and  he  thought  the  people  should  be  protected 
onlhst  frontier.  There  were  siso  rumors  and  fears  (hst 
Santa  Anna  had  been  sending  agents  to  excite  the  In- 
diani  to  warlike  movements,  and  (hey  would  not,  ifonce 
excited  to  action,  recognise  or  respect  either  side  of  an 
imaginary  boundary,  but  would  ss  soon  wield  the  toma- 
hawk or  take  a  scalp  upon  one  side  of  (he  line  ai  the 
otheri  and  it  w»  known  that  the  people  of  the  frontier 
seltlemenli  were  fleeing  in  terror.  He  hoped  the  au- 
thority given  to  General  Gaines  would  be  so  exercised 
as  not  to  disturb  the  harmony  between  this  Government 
and  Mexico)  and,  as  a  measure  of  prudence  and  precsu- 
lion,  he  waa  willing  to  vote  fur  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  MA30K,  of  Odio,  explained  hii  former  remarks, 
in  reference  particularly  to  the  terms  in  which  be  had 
spoken  of  (he  cilixeni  of  Texu.  He  believed  there 
were  some  men  of  great  respectability  residing  in  Ihst 

The  question  being  on  (he  third  reading  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  MILLER  asked  for  Ihe  yeas  snd  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  snd  were  as  followa: 

Yiis— Meurs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Aali, 
Ashley,  Bsiley,  Bean,  Heaumonl,  Bell,  Boon,  BoulJin, 
Brown,  Duma,  Bjnum,  Cimbreleng,  Cirr,  Carter, 
Casey,  Chapman,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  P.  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Crane,  Cushing,  Cuihman,  Darlington,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Diekerson,  Uoubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Forealer,  Frencb,  Pry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Willism  E.  Ftil- 


ler,  J.  Garland,  Rioe  Garland,  Gillet,  GIsacock,  Granger, 
Granlhnd,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Hstey,  H.  Hall, 
Hsmer,  Hannegan,  Harper,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawea, 
Haynes,  Kiester,  Holaey,  Hopkins,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingeraoll,  W.  Jackton,  Jabei  Jacluon,  Jarvit, 
Jenifer,  Joteph  Johnson,  R.  H>  Johnson,  H.  Johnson, 
Benjamin  Jones,  Judaon,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kinnn^ 
Rlingenmith,  Larte,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Jodiua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewli^ 
Lincoln,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann, 
J.  Y.  Mason,  William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Mauij,  He- 
Comas,  McKay,  McKeon,  HcLene,  Miller,  HJIIigan, 
Mor^n^  Morris,  Uuhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Paltetwn, 
Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Pbelu  Phillips,  Pinekney,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Biplev,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sicklea, 
Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  SutbeHand,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  W.  Thompson,  Too- 
cey,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  Eiisha  WMttlesey,  Thomai  T.  Whittle- 
sey, Wise— 146. 

Nj,Ta— Messrs.  Hazeltine,  Love,  Pott*— 3. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

HoKDiT,  Hit  9. 
PROCEEDS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  notioa 
heretofore  auhmitted  by  Mr.  Wiluims,  of  Kentucky, 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in- 
structions, a  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands. 

Hr.  WILLIAM9  modified  his  motion,  by  proposing 
to  refer  said  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  Committee 
of  Wsys  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  dis- 
tributing Ihe  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  their  lederal  popu- 
lation, to  be  applied  to  such  object*  and  for  such  pur- 
poaes  as  the  Legialaturea  of  tbe  Statea,  reapectiveiy,  ahall 
determine. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  roe  to  addresatbe  House,  when 

Hr.  GRAVES  requested  him  to  give  way  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  enable  him  to  make  a  remark  or  two  personal 
to  himself,  in  reply  to  an  attack  made  upon  him  in  tbe 
Globe  Ibis  morning. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  would  yield  the  floor  forthat  purpose. 

Mr.  BOON  protested  igainst  the  practice  of  one  mem- 
ber yielding  the  floor  from  time  to  time  to  another,  and 
arterwardi  claiming  it  aa  a  matter  of  nght.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  entitled  to  the  floor,  again  yield- 
ed it,  be  would  contest  bis  i^gbt  to  it  until  other  mem- 
bers who  chose  to  do  so  had  addressed  the  House. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  would  not  give  way  if  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  objected. 

Hr.  GRAVES  would  not  preta  bis  request,  if  it  woulil 
be  the  means  of  depriving  his  colleague  of  the  floor.  It 
was  tbe  first  time,  he  believed,  that  any  objection  bad 
been  made,  where  a  member  had  asked  the  consent  of 
the  House  to  make  a  statement  personil  to  bimielf. 

Ihe  CHAIR  said,  if  Ihe  genUemaa  from  Kentucky. 
[Mr.  WiLLims]  declined  yielding  Ihe  floor,  he  would 
proceed  with   his  remarks  on  tbe  subject  before  Iho 

Mr.  WILLIAMS  Ihenproceeded  to  address  the  House 
on  the  subject  of  (be  instructions  moved  by  him  to  iha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  snd  in  reply  to  such  of 
the  arguments  of  hi*  colleague  [Mr.  Hiwis]  as  he  con- 
sidered worthy  of  notice  I  for  he  contended  that  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  bis  colleague's  speech  was  made  up  of  broad 
denunciations,  without  the  shadow  of  proof  to  support 

He  contended  Ibat  the  request  from  the  L^islaUire 
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of  Kenlnck)'  wh  ui  expreirioD  of  public  opinion,  and 
ou^fat  to  be  Mceired  m  Micb,  and  hoped  hU  colleague 
would  rcoeirs  that  exprcMion  now,  u  he  had  contended 
it  riiDuld  have  been  beretofbre  reeeived.  Hia  collea^e 
bad  cbarged  the  Legiilatore  of  bi*  State  with  baring' 
ael«d  in  bad  faith,  and  for  political  effect,  in  reUtion  to 
tbii  meaauTC.  Mr.  W.  repelled  thkt  charge.  He  had 
nore  conGdence  in  the  Legialature  of  hit  Slate  than  to 
■uppoae  they  would  act  in  bad  faith  on  to  important  a 
fubjeet  aa  the  prewnt.  He  contended  that  they  had 
acted  in  good  fiuth,  and  agreetbly  to  the  viihea  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  who  felt  a  deep  and  abiding  in- 
lereit  in  tbia  Mbject.  With  retpect  to  the  a«crtion  of 
bia  colteftgue,  that  then  were  only  four  rcpr«Kntativea 
of  the  people  of  Kentucky  on  that  floor,  and  that  there 
were  nine  who  were  not  the  repreaenlativea  of  the 
people,  be  would  aay  that  hia  {Ur.  Vi)  conitituents 
were  decidedly  in  fiivor  of  a  ditlnbutlon  of  the  proceedt 
of  the  public  Itndi.  Hr.  W.  Mid,  ■*  his  colleague  had 
boaited  of  baring  alwajra  acted  in  conformity  to  the  will 
of  bit  conitituent*,  be  would  Mk  him  whoie  repreienta- 
ti*e  he  wai  on  Ibe  inemorable  occMion  of  the  paiaage  of 
Ifae  bill  coaunonly  called  thefbree  billF  Hit  eolleague'i 
name,  he  Mid,  would  be  fouttd  in  a  very  lean  minority 
voting  agaimt  that  roeaaurei  which  meaiiire,  Hr.  W. 
eontendM,  wa*  eoncurtvd  in  by  ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  of  the  people  of  Kentucky.  H»  colleague  had 
■aid  that  he  nerer  would  rote  for  a  meaaure  which 
would  bring  hia  condituenti  to  uk  or  receive  money  of 
Uie  General  GoTernmenl.  Now,  Hr.  W.  Ihougfal  it 
rather  extnordiaary  that  hi*  colleigue  would  not  vote 


demand  the  paange  of  the  land  bill,  and  they  demanded 
it  ai  a  matter  of  right.  But  bia  colleague  had  aatd,  would 
you  hare  the  people,  who  were  master*,  atk  of  the 
repretentitivea,  their  aerranta,  to  give  them  this.' 
Why,  Mr.  W.  bad  alwiyi  eoniidered  ibe  relation  of 
maater  and  aerrant  to  be  auch,  that  the  matter  had  the 
right  to  wk  hia  irrvanl  to  give  him  that  wluch  he  was 
entitled  toi  but  hit  colleague  had  rcreraed  the  nature  of 
tMnga.  Hia  colleague  bad  alto  aaid,  if  thi*  bill  did  paaa, 
thai  it  would  take  the  whole  of  that  portion  of  Hie  mo- 
ney which  would  go  to  Kentucky  to  educate  the  cbll- 
dreo  in  hia  diatrlct.  Mr.  W.  thought  it  a  aingular  kind 
of  argument,  that  becaute  there  would  not  be  enough 
of  money  to  educate  all  the  children  in  a  State,  that 
therefore  it  ahould  not  be  allowed  to  receive  any  thing 
for  purpoaea  of  education.  But  be  aaid  that  his  propo- 
altion  went  to  diltribute  the  proceed!  of  the  aalea  of 
public  landi,  not  for  a  limited  tine,  but  while  there 
were  lands  in  the  market.  Mr.  W.  aaid  we  had  now 
arrived  at  a  period  of  unuiual  proaperiiyi  a  period 
which,  to  a  certain  extent,  was  to  fix  Ihe  policy  and 
future  deitiny  of  the  country.  The  country  had  reached 
•  height  of  protperity  al  which  few  Governmentt  had 
ever  reached  at  lo  early  an  age.  He  aaid  we  were  now 
out  of  debt,  had  paid  off  the  debt*  which  we  had  incur- 
red during  our  ttrugglea  for  liberty)  we  had  paid  off, 
and  were  rtiii  paying  off,  thoae  who  had  rendered  aer- 
▼ice  in  day*  of  trialt  and,  notwithstanding  all  that,  we 
had  an  overflowinK  Treaaury,  which  waa  increaiing  with 
a  rapidity  heretofore  unknown.  Ought  they  not,  then, 
to  fix  upon  some  plan  fordripoiing  of  Ihii  money?  There 
were  different  meani  of  diapoiing  of  it.  Some  were 
(or  preparing  the  country  for  defence  In  time  of  war, 
by  increasing  the  navy,  building  up  of  fortifications,  !(c. 
He  would  go  aa  far  at  any  member  on  that  floor  to  put 
the  country  in  a  condition  for  ample  and  complete  de- 
fitncei  he  would  go  aa  far  as  the  Ikrthest  In  increasing 
Ihe  naryt  but  he  was  opposed  to  a  ayttem  of  fortifying 
the  whole  teaeoait.  He  pronounced  it  impracticable; 
tbey  never  could  put  the  whole  AUanlic  coatt  under 


fortification.  He  wat  in  Airor  of  baring  certain  point! 
fortified,  and  to  have  nary  yard*  protected  <  but  he  con- 
tended that  the  moit  effective  way  of  preparing  Ear  war 
wu  by  railroad!,  canals,  and  improving  Ihe  narigalioti 
of  watercourses.  Bv  that  means,  in  a  abort  lime,  any 
number  of  men,  and  any  amount  of  munitiont  of  war, 
might  be  brought  lo  ft  ceriftin  point.  Be  conridcred 
this  much  more  effiuent  than  to  fortify  the  whole  *«•• 
coaal.  He  wat  opposed  to  the  public  moneys  reman- 
ing In  the  deposite  banks.  He  did  not,  however,  pre- 
tend to  !ay  that  they  were  unsafe.  The  pretsea  of  one 
political  parly  aaid  they  were  unaafe,  while  those  of  Iha 
other  pronounced  tbem  safe.  He  would  not  pretend  lo 
decide  that  ptrintt  but  whether  it  was  in  the  vault*  of 
the  deposite  banks,  or  in  tha«e  of  the  United  Ststee 
Bank,  still  he  would  be  for  removing  it  and  returning  it 
lo  the  pockeu  of  the  people.  The  mere  quoation  of 
the  money  being  Mfe  or  unaafe,  ought  not  lo  influence 
the  vote  of  a  aingle  man.  If  Ihe  money  was  unsafe,  Ibe 
bill  could  not  make  it  aafe.  The  money  sbould  be  re- 
turned to  the  people  in  the  same  proportion  in  which  it 
was  taken  from  tbem.  Another  reaaon  why  the  money 
ahould  nut  remua  in  the  vault*  of  (he  bank*  wa^  tiiat  it 
wa*  leaving  too  much  power  and  influence  in  Uie  bands 
of  those  who  had  charge  of  the  money.  It  waa  the  duty 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  remove  tempU- 
lion  from  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
However  p«triotic  and  honiHvble  the  present  Prendent 
might  be,  it  was  unknown  who  was  to  be  his  successor. 
Let  who  would  be  his  lucceasori  whether  it  was  lo  be 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Hugh  L.  White,  or  William  H.  Har- 
rison, alill  be  would  put  the  money  out  of  their  reach, 
becaute  there  might  arrive  a  time  when  the  money 
would  be  grasped  lo  perpetuate  a  continuance  in  the 
office  of  President  for  lire.  It  was  the  duly,  therefore, 
of  tlie  repreaenlatirea  of  the  people  to  remove  as  far  aa 
possible  all  temptation  from  the  ofHcert  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Some  (Ur.  W.  seid)  had  conalitntionsl  objec< 
lions  to  this  measure  of  dittribution.  He  would  only 
say  upon  that  sutject  tlut  he,  for  one,  had  no  conatilu- 
lional  acrupiea.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  framer*  of 
(he  eonatiiution  ever  intended  that  money  should  be 
collecled  to  be  hoarded  up  by  the  Oovernmenl  in  all 
time  to  come.  Mr.  W.  then  argued  that  they  had  tbe 
right  lu  distribute  the  proceed!  of  the  lale*  of  public 
landai  and  atteried  that  allbou^  Kentucky  had  paid  in 
her  proportion  to  tbe  public  Treasury,  yet  she  had  never 
received  the  first  dollar  from  the  Treaaury,  while  mil- 
lion* had  been  expended  in  other  States. 
Hr.  TOUCBV  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  to 
Mr.  C.  JOHNSON,  who  tuhmitlcd  a  motion  to  pcst- 

Eone  the  subject  before  the  House,  and  alio  other  de- 
atable  pelibona  upon  the  Speaker's  table,  until  Hon. 
day  next,  and  that  the  rule  be  suspended  for  the  pur- 


Hr.  TOUCBT  being  entltird  to  the  flo4>r,  but  pre- 
ferring to  postpone  hi*  remark*  until  anolhtr  day,  he 
yielded  the  floor  to 

Ur.  BOON,  who  rote  and  addretted  (be  House  aa 

Hr.  Speaker:  It  ha!  become  so  much  a  custom  in  de- 
bate on  this  floor  for  gentlemen,  who  are  dislinguiihed 
for  learning  and  talent*,  to  apeak  upon  alt  or  any  other 
aubjecti  except  the  immediate  subject-matter  under 
conaideration,  ■■  to  induce  me  to  entertain  a  hope  lliat 
I,  as  a  plain  and  unpretending  farmer  and  backwooda- 
maii,  will  not  be  considered  out  of  order  should  I,  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks  on  the  present  occasion,  chance  to 
make  a  small  digresNon  from  the  main  subject  now  un- 
der conaideration. 

The  few  remark*  which  I  am  about  to  tubmit  will  be 
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mide  with  ■  riew  to  offset  tome  of  the  remarkj  which 
were  nude  bjr  the  ^ntlenun  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  C. 
ALUS,]  who  firit  addreueil  thi*  Houte  in  lupport  of 
the  KMlutiont  of  the  Kentucky  Leriiiiture,  in  ftror  of 
the  principle!  which  ire  eontiinedin  Mr.  City't  l*nd 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  after  b*Ting  eon- 
rraliiUted  himieir  and  (he  country  upon  being  kble,  ■> 
Be  nid,  after  "  three  monlhi  of  worse  than  ukIbm  de- 
bate, >*  to  approach  the  great  and  important  lubject  of 
diitributing  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
several  Slates  of  (his  Union,  then  tell  Ibc  subject  under 
eonridemtion,  and  entered  warmly  into  the  subject  of 
party  politics,  by  first  reading  numerous  ex(racts  from 

Eublic  docuniea(s,  snd  copies  of  private  letters  said  to 
are  been  written  by  GenemI  Jackson  long  before  be 
bad  been  spoken  oF  a*  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  in 
ordei  to  prove  that  General  Jackson,  while  administer- 
in(p  the  Go*ernmenr,  bad  not  acted  upon  the  sime 
principles  that  he  bad  recommended  to  his  predecesaor, 
James  Uonroe. 

Nov,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  (hat  knows  any  thing  con- 
cerning the  state  «f  (be  polKical  atraosphere  and  (he 
stsle  of  parties  under  Ur.  Monroe's  administration,  doe* 
not  know  (hat  there  was  then  a  perfect  cslm  in  politics, 
snd  that  all  psrUei  gave  to  bis  sdminittration  a  fair, 
Juit,  snd  liberal  mpporir  During  the  eight  year*  of 
Hr.  Munroe'i  administration  there  eziiteiT  no  political 
fsclloni,  headed  and  led  on  by  reckless  political  leaders, 
as  has  been  the  case  ever  since  GenenU  Jackson  was 
first  inaugurated  into  office. 

Just  before  the  ckne  of  Ur.  Monroe's  admin istrvtion, 
the  country  was  divided  into  four  parlies  in  polities,  to 
wit;  a  GIsy  party,  a  Crawford  parly,  a  Jackson  party, 
and  an  Adams  party.  After  the  memorable  election  of 
President  by  Cotigress  in  1825,  (here  were  but  two 
parlies  in  politics — an  Adams  and  Clay  party,  called 
"  national  republicana,"  and  a  Jickson  party,  eontiposed 
of  the  demucracy  of  Ibe  country.  And  under  these 
names  and  political  leader*  the  war  was  carried  on  until 
aRer  the  election  of  President  in  1833,  when  the 
country,  led  on  by  a  set  of  ambitious  political  dema- 
gogues,  sgsin  became  divided  into  numerous  parlies  or 
Iscliona,  professing  to  entertain  entirely  different  princi- 
ples, but,  at  the  same  time,  united  all  ibeir  energies  in 
opposing  the  measures  of  the  present  sdministrstion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  heard  much  complaint  from 
those  opposed  to  the  preient  administration  about  pro- 
•eriplion  fur  "opinion's  sake."  Sir,  at  what  period  of 
our  politics!  history  wai  the  work  of  "  proscription  for 
opinion'*  sake"  carried  on  with  more  virulence  than  it 
ha*  been  by  the  ntoderii  "  whig"  parly,  from  the  com- 
mence men  I  of  the  Tate  Bdminii( ration  down  to  Ihe  present 
period?  Sir,  I  well  recollect  that  Mr.  Clay,  a  prominent 
leader  of  the  "  whig"  party  in  politics,  while  acting  as 
Secretary  of  State  during  the  misrule  of  the  late  ad- 
minialralion,  held  the  doctrine  that  it  would  not  do  to 
give  to  his  political  enemies  it'rcks  to  break  his  own 
head  with]  and,  acting  upon  Ibia  principle,  I  believe, 
that  the  publication  of  the  laws  of  Congress  was  trani- 
ferred  from  all  Jackson  newspapers  to  ihoie  which  were 
(hen  in  (he  support  of  the  adminialraiion,  or  to  »ich 
newspapers  as  could  be  purchased  up  by  the  palronsge 


I  could  here  relate  a  good  anecdote  touching  a  pro- 
acribed  editor  of  a  public  newspaper  in  the  district 
formerly  represented  by  myself  in  Congress,  during  Mr. 
Clay'*  administration  of  the  State  Department,  but  I  am 
not  disposed  to  (rouble  the  House  with  Ihe  wliole  story. 
I  will  only  say  that  Ellhu  Stout,  editor  of  the  "  Western 
Sun,»  at  Vincennes,  in  the  Stite  of  Indiana,  was  pro- 
•oribed  by  Mr.  Clay,  because  the  editor  of  the  "Sun" 
was  an  uncompromising  Jackson  man.  t  well  recollect, 
too,  tbai,  under  Ibe  late  adminiitratioP)  lli«  first  quei- 


tions  ssked  of  an  individaul  who  became  a  candidate  fbr 
office  was:  "la  he  in  favor  of  the  preacnl  admiaistrft- 
tlon'"  If  not,  be  wsa  proscribed  through  Ibe  ballot. 
box(  and  so  it  is  at  the  present  day.  "  Whig"  conven- 
tions and  public  meeting*  are  recommended,  and  ar« 
being  held,  in  evet^  SUte  in  the  Union,  for  the  grand 
purpose  or  organizing  Ibe  whole  '■  whig"  foreo  in  one 
common  cause  of  political  warfare;  and  Ihe  friends  af 
General  Jackson,  Martin  Van  Buren,  and  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  are  to  be  proscribed  for  "opinion's  sake,"  by 
those  very  individuats  wbo  are  so  loud  in  [heir  com- 
plaints against  others  for  what  Ibey  themselves  are  i* 
the  daily  habit  of  performing.  Surely,  Mr.  Speaker, 
our  "  whig"  neighbors  must  place  a  poor  estimate  in- 
deed upon  the  gc^  sense  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
if  they  realty  believe  (hat  the  people  are  ao  very  igno- 
rant as  not  to  see  through  and  to  understand  all  the 
bollow  deception  which  is  now  being  played  off  by  Ibe 
modem  "wbigs."  The  people  fully  underaland  (be 
Bubjec),  and  will  treat  it  aa  it  deserve*  to  be  treated  b/ 
independcot  freemen. 

1  have  before  sad,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  after  tbe  preti- 
dential  election  in  1825,  all  the  parties  in  politics  were 
reduced  to  two  partieii  that  is,  ■  party  in  power,  and  m 
party  out  of  power.  And  so  it  is  at  the  preaent  time. 
Now  that  there  is  another  presidential  election  close  M 
hand,  all  Ihe  political  faction*  are  arrayed  under  tli« 
banner  of  Ihe  new-born  whigi  of  1S34,  in  opposition  to 
the  nominees  of  tbe  Baltimore  convention  for  PresideiU 
and  Vice  Preudenti  and  those  wbo  compose  the  Jackaoa 
party  are  denounced  by  the  new-born  whigi,  as  ■■  collar 
dogs." 

Mr.  Speaker,  for  myself,  1  am  proud  of  the  title  thu* 
conferred  by  tbe  whiga  of  1834.  Dogs  weanog  the 
collar  of  their  master  are  generally  coniidered  to  be  a 
superior  class  of  dogs,  having  the  entire  confidence  of 
their  master*.  Sir,  I  am  a  prly  man,  and  one  of  the 
true  collar  dtws,  (so  called  by  the  modern  "whig*,") 
and  am  proud  to  wear  the  collar  of  auch  a  man  a* 
Andrew  Jackaon,  whose  collar  is  the  collsr  of  democ- 
racy. I'he  charge  that  tbe  Jackson  party  are  proscrip- 
live  in  their  feehngs  and  actions  ia  utterly  withuut  found- 
ation in  fact.  Tbe  democratic  State  of  Indiana  haa 
given  her  vote  on  three  aeverat  occasion*  to  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate,  and  yet  there  ba*  never  been  a  Jack- 
'on  majoriiy  in  her  State  Lrgislaturc,  nor  haa  bbe  ever 
ilecled  aJickton  Governor, 

I  have  asid  thu«  much,  Hr.  Speaker,  in  reference  to 
party  polities',  and  now  to  the  aubject  under  considera- 
tion. My  first  object  will  be  to  ahow  that,  in  truth  and 
in  bet,  there  i*  no  surplus  revenue  in  the  Tressury  to 
dislribult.  Bills  have  been  reported  by  the  two  House* 
of  Congress  during  the  present  session,  spproprialing 
upwarda  of  twenty -seven  millions  of  dollars,  and  treaties 
are  now  in  progress  with  certain  Indian  trihea  which 
will  require  sis  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars  more, 
making  up  the  sum  uf  upwards  of  thirty-three  million* 
of  dollars,  while  the  revenue  on  hand  on  the  lat  of 
April  was  only  thirty-one  millions  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-five  dollars;  so  that  all  the  ado  about  the  vaat 
amount  of  surplus  revenue  is  a  mere  political  humbug, 
gotten  up  fur  political  effect.  This  subject  of  distribu- 
ting the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
Stalea  waa  introduced  just  before  the  last  preaidential 
election,  and  now  that  another  election  of  President  is 
near  at  iiand,  thia  subject  i*  again  revived  and  prcaaeil 
with  great  zral,  and  the  avarice  of  the  people  is  appeal- 
ed to  trom  Ihe  halla  of  Congresis  with  a  view  to  influence 
hem  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  the  people  of  this  country  once  be- 
:ome  satiblied  that  they  are  taxed  over  and  above  an 
imount  which  may  be  necessary  fur  the  ordinary  es- 
peoK*  of  the  Uoreromtnt,  and  tbey  will  tell  you  to 


,A_^OOglC 


S555 


OF  DEBATES    IN  CONGREaS. 


JfmalStrvica  Bill. 


[H.  . 


teep  the  finmn  of  your  tu-githercra  out  at  thei 
pocket!,  and  Tnie  Ihem  to  ■pplj'  their 
%tj  may  think  proper.     Sir^  let  the  qui 
before  the  people,  by  oindidilet  for  ami 


n  money  u 
■da 
<le- 


ther  my  think  proper.     S>r, 
before  the  people,  by  oindidi 

-daring  himielf  to  be  in  favor  of  tkxing  the  people,  for 
the  purpoae  of  ruling  alargieiurpludund,  to  be  dislrib- 
vted  ■BOng  the  Slitn  of  thii  Union,  Knd  ibe  olber  one 
declaring  bimielf  oppoced  to  the  meaiurr,  Rnd  it  will 
requite  no  political  prophet  to  fortell  the  dediioa  that 
would  be  made  by  the  people.  Sir,  I  ahould  like  to  be 
opptNed  upon  thu  principle  befbre  the  people  of  Ibe 
Hrtt  eonereuional  ditlrict  oT  Indiana,  or  before  tbe 
people  of  tbe  whole  Stkte.  Tbe  people  itre  humbugved 
by  Idling'  them  of  Ihe  hundred»of  tbouatitda  of  dollan 
Ibey  would  receive  by  ■  diitribution  ofaorpliu  revenue, 
all  of  which  have  been  taken  from  the  pockeliofihe 
dear  pei^le  by  a  lyitem  of  taution  not  caUed  for,  for 
the  ••  general  welbre  ol  Ihe  United  atates." 

Why,  t  uk,  are  the  public  landi  leleeled  m  the  par- 
licuUr  item  of  revenue.  In  be  dittribuled  out  among  tbe 
•everBl  Btateir  Should  tlie  pretent  lyitem  of  dUpiving 
of  the  public  landa  be  eonlinued,  it  will  net  be  long  be- 
fore alt  iha  moat  valuable  portion  of  Ihe  public  landa 
will  &U  inio  the  bands  of  rica  ipeculaton,  who  will  bt>ve 
Ihe  power  of  preventing  aeltlement  from  being  made  in 
Ibe  new  Btaiea,  and  thereby  prevent  ni»ny  poor  but  hon- 
eitcltiiFM  from  obtaining  a  home  for  Ibemtelvei  and 
Ibeir  familiea.  Sir,  it  ihould  be  the  object  of  the  Gov- 
emuenl  to  have  the  Weilem  wilda  aeltled  and  cultiva- 
ted. Let  Ihe  public  land  be  reduced  in  price,  and  aold 
to  none  but  actual  aeitlcra  thereon,  and  then  the  new 
States  would  grow  in  wtslth  and  enterprise,  and  would 
■oon  become  able  lo  make  their  own  internal  improve- 
nenti,  without  the  aid  of  the  General  Government. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  miglii  detain  the  House  lunger,  but  as 
apeecbes  are  not  made  so  much  with  a  view  lo  enlighten 
tnen>bers  of  Congress  as  to  oporale  upon  the  country, 
I  will  conclude  my  remarksi  and,  in  writing  out  my 
tpeecb,  I  will  endeavor  to  correct  some  of  the  m«ny 
blunders  which  I  have  made  in  speaking- 
Mr.  GRAVES  next  took  Uie  Boor;  but  the  apecial  or- 
dar  being  called  for, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  la  take  up  the  joint  resolution 
ftwn  the  Senate,  "  lo  aathoriie  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
receive  additional  evidcnoe  in  support  of  the  claims  of 
MaasaohuKtts  for  disbursements,  servieei,  he,  during 
the  late  war." 

Hr.  HcKIH  objected.  IVii  day  was  set  apart  (at  least 
uotil  one  o'clock)  for  the  preaenution  of  petitiona.  No 
opportunity  had  been  afforded  for  the  last  three  wecka 
to  prcMnt  petitions,  and  he  bad  in  bis  potscsnon  one 
which  he  desired  to  have  referred. 

Mr.  WABD  hoped  the  gentleman  would  wilhdt«w  hia 
objection.  The  resolution  would  give  rise  to  no  debate, 
and  it  was  important  that  it  should  be  passed. 
'  I'be  resolution  was  taken  up,  the  quealion  pending 
being  the  following  amendment,  reported  by  Ihe  Com- 
mittee on  UiliUry  Affjiirt: 

"  And  that  in  tit«  seltlrmeni  of  claim*  of  other  Slalea 
■pon  Ihe  United  Slalea,  for  services,  disbursements,  and 
expenditures,  during  tbe  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the 
aime  kind  of  evidence,  voucher^  and  proof,  shall  be 
received  as  is  herein  provided  fcr  in  relation  to  the  claim 
•f  Massachusetts,  the  validity  of  whieb  shall  be,  in  like 
manner,  detenained  and  acted  npon  by  the  Secretary  of 

The  amendment  was  ooncarred  in,  and  tbe  resolution, 

at  amended,  was  read  the  third  time  and  pssaed. 

NAYAL  SEIIVICE  HILL. 

The  Houseresumed  theconBderationof  tbefollowiiw 

amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  nsval  appropriation  biin 

■>  Sse.  3-  JHid  bt  it  further  mealed,  That  an  exploring 

Vet.  SII.-S3J 


expedition  to  tbe  Faoiiic  ocean  and  the  South  seas  be, 
and  Ihe  same  is  hereby,  authorizrd  and  directed,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  ia 
hereby,  authoriied  to  prepare  and  aend  out  for  that  pur- 
pose a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  purchase  or  provide  su<^ 
other  smaller  vesscla  as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
render  the  said  expedition  efficient  and  useful. 

■■  Sio.  Z.  And  be  ilfurUur  enatled.  That  the  use  ofsv 
much  of  Ihe  appropriations  for  the  support  of  tbe  navy, 
and  of  Ibe  means  and  facilities  tinder  the  control  of  the 
Navy  Department,  a*  may  be  neceaisry  and  proper  for 
thst  object,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  aulborizedi  and, 
in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  wme  ia  hereby,  approprta- 
t<(],  out  of  any  money  in  lbeTre>su>7  not  otbcrwise  ap- 
propriated." 


The  question  pending  being  the  following  substitula 

"     foregoing,!- -■-    ^  -      ™    . 

the  motion  oT  Hr.  Jabi 


for  the  foregoing,  adapted 

"  n  oTUr.  jABviBi 
all  after  the  word 


I  of  the  Whol* 
1  the  first  lini 


Strike  out  all  after  the  word  •■  Ihal," 
and  insert: 

"  Tbe  President  of  the  United  Slate*  be,  and  be 
hereby  is,  authoriaed,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  inter- 
est shall  require,  to  send  out  a  surveying  snd  o^lorinfr 
expedition  lo  the  Pacific  ocean  and  the  SogUi  atasf  and 
for  that  purpose  to  employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  to  pur- 
chase or  provide  auch  olber  small  vessel*  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  render  the  said  expedition  efGcient 
and  usefuli  and  for  this  purpose  the  aum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  liEty  thoumnd  dollan  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, spproprialed,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  sppropristedi  and,  in  addition  thereto,  il  ne- 
cessary, the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  is  authorised 
to  use  other  means  in  the  control  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
exoeeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 


lay  by  the  calling  of  the  orders  of  tbe  day,  he  w 
proceeding  to  state  the  groun4  of  his  ohjectioo  'to  Ibe 
amendment  proposed  by  the  committee  of^lbe  House  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  He  apprehended  that 
the  point  of  his  objection  had  been  misunderstood.  Ha 
did  not  intend  to  make  an  argument  against  the  aulhor- 
lly  of  tlie  Government  to  fit  out  and  direct  such  an 
exploring  expedition.  He  bad  his  doubts  aboiU  it,  but 
was  willing  to  bear  what  could  be  said  in  favor  ofit,  and 
indicate  the  result  of  bis  reflections  upon  it  by  a  silent 
le.  But  he  objected  to  the  change  of  Ibe  proposition 
made  by  the  Comniitiee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  Ibis  House. 
The  original  proposition  waa,  that  Congress  should  au- 
thorise and  direct  the  inililution  of  Ibis  expedition. 
The  amendment  proposed  to  make  an  appropriation  au- 
thorixing  the  expedition,  provided  Ibe  Preudant  thoaid 
be  of  opinion  that  it  waa  expedient  to  send  il  out  and  es- 
tablish it. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Tdhcit]  ia 
mistaken  in  aupposing  thai,  by  the  amendment.  Congress 
decides  that  the  expedition  ia  proper,  but  he  gives  the 
President  the  privilege  of  preventing  it,  if  he  thinks  it 
ou^t  nol  to  be  undertaken  i  and  if  it  were  so,  it  would 
not  remove  the  abjection.  If  Ibis  thing  be  right,  we 
ought  to  direct  it  to  be  done  by  law,  and  leave  the  Pres- 
ident to  execute  the  law.  If  it  be  not  right  in  our 
opinion,  or  if  we  are  not  aatisfied  that  it  i*  right,  w« 
ought  not  to  leave  it  in  Ihe  discretion  of  the  Bseeulive 
to  doit.  Hr.  P.  nid  he  held  it  aa  an  important  princi- 
ple in  the  Bdniini>lration  of  the  affairs  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, that  as  little  discretion  as  possible  ihould  be  tram- 
ferred  to  tbe  executive  deparUnsnti  that  Congress,  Iha 
legi^live  department,  whenever  it  i*  competent  to  that 
department,  should  direct  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
execution  of  Ihe  lc(fitUlive  power*  of  the  Government, 
and  that  the  executive  department  ihould  be  conflncd 
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of  the  Uwi  H  directed  by  CongrcMt 
Knd,  in  relalinn  to  thii  iT>*ttrr,  I  mainttin  ihit  the  imeTid- 
ment  inTotvM  ■  tnnifer  to  the  ewcuiive  depirtirent  of 
•  portion  uf  the  IrgiBktlTC  power  of  CongrcBi,  and  to 
devolve  upon  him  ■  reipontlbility  >nd  burden  which  tp. 
propriaiely  dnei  not  belong  to  the  dutici  of  »n  Execu- 
tive. Ii  thii  buiineti  of  in*tiluiing  an  expedition  to  ex- 
plore diilin'-  KU  ind  rrgioni  a  proper  uibject  of  legit- 
ialion,  or  >■  it  nolP  Therery  termi  of  the  origin*!  prop- 
Mltion,  u  well  >i  thoie  of  the  ainendment,  *how  the 
general  lenae  that  it  must  be  authorized  by  Congreaa. 
If  to,  it  ia  a  part  of  our  letfiilalive  power  to  authorize  it, 
or  not  lo  authorize  it.  Tlie  Executive  hai  nn  power  to 
inatitutc  it  until  Cangreai  abail  by  )■■  authorize  it. 
When,  therefore,  inalcail  of  deciding  that  it  ihall  be  in- 
Bllluted,  we  refer  it  lo  the  Executive  to  my  whether  ii 
ahall  be  inatituted  or  not,  we  inveat  him  with  ■  part  of 
our  le(fialalive  power,  and  thifl  from  our  own  shoulden 
the  reap  on  aibi  lily  of  doing  what,  ifdone  at  all,  we  ought 
to  order  to  be  done.  The  principle  of  the  amendment, 
in  m J  judgment,  goei  (be  whole  length  of  aanciioning 
our  right  to  devolve  upon  the  Executive  the  whole  le- 
gialaiive  buaineaa  of  the  country,  if  we  thought  he  could 
do  it  better,  and  were  diipoaed  to  relieve  ouraelvea  of 
the  burden  of  it. 

Mr.  P.  aaid  he  thought  it  invaded  thai  principle  of 
■cpatttion,  which  ought  to  be  ao  leduloualy  preaerved  be- 
tween the  MVeral  department*  of  the  Government,  (he 
iDi|iortance  of  which  could  hardly  be  overrated  for 
maintaining  the  juat  theory  and  harmonioua  action  of 
the  ayaten.  Mr.  F.  aaid  he  knew  not,  and  earvd  not 
to  know,  whether  the  performance  of  thia  duly  which 
ir  ia  proposed  to  devolve  upon  (he  Executive  would  be 
agreeable  lo  him  or  not.  He  may  coniider  ii  an  unpleai- 
anl  duly,  or  he  may  de«re  the  privileRe  of  aulhopizing 
what  aome  parta  of  the  country  think  ao  beneficent  a 
meaiuTc,  ur  he  tnay  be  entirely  indifTerent  about  il.  1 
know  nothing  about  thia.  My  objeetiona  are  not  influ- 
enced by  an^  deaire  to  relieve  Ihe  Preaident  from  a  bur- 
den, or  deprive  him  ofiny  gratification.  I  object  to  the 
principle  of  Ihe  amendment,  under  which,  ii  leeroa  to 
me,  we  might,  with  the  aame  propriety,  (ranafer  to  the 
Executive  tbe  diacretionto  iloornet  todo  anyolherlegia- 
lativeduly.  If  thia  expedition  ought  to  be  undertaken, 
let  ua  direct  it  abaolutel^  and  poaiiively  to  be  inatituted. 
If  it  be  not  right  to  tnatitule,  let  ua  aay  ao,  and  prevent 
it  from  being  proceeded  in.  We  aurely  ought  not  to  be 
perauaded  to  abstain  from  the  perforniance  of  our  own 
peculiar  legialative  duty  in  determining  if  ihi)  expedition 
ought  to  be  directed,  and  lo  devolve  it  upon  the  Execu- 
tive, by  the  reaton  given  by  (he  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Analra,  to  witt  thai  we  have  not  Ihe 
neceiatry  information,  or  meana  of  obtaining  it,  to  en- 
able ua  to  decide  ii.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  any 
Mncdon  (o  it  until  1  have  (he  neceaaary  infonnaliDii  to 
ntiafy  me  it  ought  to  be  carried  on. 

Hr.  HAHEH  raid  be  concurred,  lo  a  great  extent,  in 
the  viewa  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Hr,  Pattoi] 
who  had  just  taken  hia  aeat.  He  was  of  opinion,  and 
had  ao  expreaacd  himaelf  the  other  day  when  Ihe  aubjecl 
waa  before  the  Houte,  that  each  department  of  Ihe  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  act  independently,  and  upon  ita  own 
reeponaibilily.  Each  branch,  whether  executive,  legia- 
lative, or  judicial,  ought  to  manfully  meet  and  aet^le 
every  queation  preaented  to  it,  without  alteiripting  to 
■hrink  from  ita  duty,  or  to  ahifl  reaponaibility  from  ita 
own  ahouldera  to  any  other  department.  The  Senate 
had  thua  acted  in  reference  to  this  aubject,  whilal  the 
amendment  now  propoaed  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affair*  of  thia  Houae  referreil  the  whole  queation  to  the 
diacreiion  of  (he  Preaident  of  the  United  Slatea.  He 
liad  ai  much  confidence  in  the  wiidom,  intelligence,  and 
palriotitm  of  the  Cbief  Magittmte  m  any  gentkman)  but 


he  thought  we  ought  (o  decide  thU  queation  ouraelvea. 
He  therefore  preferred  ihe  original  amendment  of  Ibe 
Senate  lo  Ihe  modification  of  our  committee.  Be  had, 
however,  converted  with  leveral  frienda  of  Ibe  appro- 
priation, who  aeemed  inclined  lo  acquieace  in  Ihe  pres- 
ent amendment)  and  he  ahould  »o  far  y'leU  to  their 
wiahea  aa  not  to  interpoae  any  atrenuout  oppoaition  ta 
Ihe  viewa  of  the  Naval  Committee.  If  a  majonly  of  the 
House  were  diapoaed  to  adopt  il  in  tbia  ahape,  be  would 
not  inalat  upon  the  original  propoailian. 

He  waa  the  more  inclined  to  yield  lo  Ihi*  amendment, 
becauae  he  believed  the  effect  would  be  prtciaely  Ihe 
aame.  The  expedition  would  be  aeni  out  under  either 
protiaion.  The  laat  aeven  yeara  had  ahown,  that  under 
no  previoua  ad miniat ration  had  maritime  inlereala  been 
more  kindly  cheriahed  and  thoroughly  protected  than 
they  have  been  under  the  care  of  ihe  enlightened  and 
patriotic  chief  who  now  prtaided  over  the  executive  de- 
porlment  of  our  Government.  He,  who  bad  been  alway* 
alive  to  the  intereat  and  honor  of  hia  country,  would  be 
neither  inaenaible  lo  the  advantagca  of  thia  expedition, 
nor  alow  in  Ihe  exceuiion  of  a  ttual  rrpoieil  in  hi*  dia- 

Thia  meaaure  had  been  objected  lo,  at  novel  and  ez- 
Iraordinarj  in  ita  character.  Gentlemen  had  not  exam- 
ined Ihe  aubject,  be  thought,  who  made  theae  objeetiona. 
Almoal  every  nation  in  Europe  had,  at  one  lime  or  other, 
■ent  out  similar  expeditioiia.  France,  England,  Run!*, 
and  Pruaaia,  aa  well  aa  aeverat  of  the  aecondary  nationa 
of  Europe,  had  authnrixed  awch  expcditiona.  He  would 
go  no  fuMher  back  than  the  voyage  of  Chriatopher  Co- 
lumbua,  who  hid  three  hundred  year*  ago  diacovtred  a 
new  world,  and  conferred  auch  imporlant  benefit*  upoB 
Ihe  whole  human  race,  Hii  waa  by  no  meana  Ihe  flrat 
voyage  of  Ihe  kind;  but,  from  that  day  down  to  the 
present,  aimilar  eipeditiona  fur  ditcovery,  exploraiton, 
and  aurvey,  bolh  by  aea  and  Und,  had  been  act  on  fool 
by  the  civilized  naliona  of  the  old  world,  and  had,  in  al- 
moat  every  inatance,  resulted  moat  beneficially,  not  only 
to  the  author*,  but  to  the  whole  family  of  nationa.  The 
information  thua  acquired  waa  thrown  into  the  common 
■Cock)  it  waa  publiihed  for  the  benefit  of  all;  and  no 
nation  waa  more  ready  to  aelza  upon  the  reaults  of  ibeae 
diacoveriet,  and  lurn  Ihem  to  ita  own  advantage,  ihau 
ouraelvea.  It  waa  known  to  every  man  who  bad  exam- 
ined the  subject,  that  our  marincra  were  navigating  the 
ocean,  almost  exclusively,  by  Ihe  aid  of  chartt  fuiniahcd 
ua  by  foreigner*.  The  iirmenac  amount  of  wealth  daily 
flowing  into  our  country  from  foreign  commerce  owed 
ila  tecurily,  amidat  the  dangers  of  the  great  deep,  to  lbs 
information  we  had  derivni  from  Ihe  explorations  and 
turveya  made  by  othera  in  former  timeB,  aa  well  aa  in  Ihe 
present  *ge.  The  expedition  i*  sot  novel,  therefore, 
nor  1*  it  at  all  extraordinary. 

It  had  been  pronounced  a  visionsry  project,  and  one 
gcntlemsn  hsd  compared  it  to  an  expedition  to  the 
moon.  He  wss  surprised  lo  hear  gentlemen  indulge  in 
Ibe  use  of  auch  language.  They  lurely  had  mii*ppre- 
hended  Ihe  meaning  of  the  term  "  exploration,"  aa  used 
upon  (hia  occasion,  The  expedition,  ao  far  from  being 
viaionary.  waa  one  of  the  most  praclical  kind  that  could 
well  be  imagined.  II  was  aeni  out,  not  ao  much  lo  dia. 
cover  new  iatenda  and  continents,  a*  to  explore  and  ex- 
amine iboM  which  were  already  known.  It  waa,  in  a 
great  measure,  lo  colled  inrorntaiion,  and  imbody  it  in 
such  a  form  at  would  enable  our  haidy  and  enterpriait^ 
countrymen  to  navigale  ihoae  ses*  and  lo  pioaecule  their 
labor*  in  safety.  Ifsny  gentleman  who  enierlained  tucti 
opiniona  would  loi  k  into  the  docu  men  la  upon  ourtablea, 
connected  with  the  aubject,  he  would  be  convinced  Ibat 
it  waa  one  of  the  moat  praclical  affair*  that  bad  been 
propo*td  during  Ihe  prtaeni  session  of  Congreaa.  It  had 
been  atkcd  for  by  prtcticti  men,  and  recommended  by 
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many  who  hid  thentKlTM  niled  in  tboie  leu,  ind 
penonilty  ■cqualnted  witb  Ihe  immincot  perlli  v 
had  to  be  encounterad  in  tucb  voyagt*.  Theie  men 
Were  not  likely  lo  be  curled  »««r  by  wild  «r>d  Tiiioniry 
■chemet)  and  when  the  meuure  hul  (heir  decided  %p- 
probation,  it  would  be  well  for  nntlemen  to  pauie  be< 
fore  ihey  i^tc  it  an  unqualified  denunciation. 

Some  gentlemen  aeemed  lo  question  our  comlitutional 
aathnrity  toiend  out  thii  expedition.  Hehadnodoubti 
upon  that  fubject.  The  power  wm  to  he  found  in  that 
cUuae  of  Ihe  conitltulion  which  allows  ui  to  regulate 
oommarce  with  foreign  nitioni  and  among  Ihe  acTcral 
Sifttei.  It  waa  under  that  clauie  of  the  conatitution,  he 
•aid,  that  we  now  bad  Mr.  Hauler,  with  his  splendid 
■pparatus  and  sclenllBo  corps,  engaged  in  surveying  the 
whole  maritime  cosit  of  the  nstion.  No  one  doubled 
our  aii'harity  lo  do  thisi  and  the  moat  important  and 
meful  retulla  were  liliely  lo  follDW  the  surreys.  Among 
others,  he  would  name  the  recent  discovery  of  a  chan- 
nel at  the  city  of  New  York,  about  two  feet  deeper  than 
any  one  known  lo  Ihe  oldest  inhabitants,  or  to  the  moat 
experienced  and  skilful  pilots  upon  that  cosst.  It  was 
under  this  clauae  of  the  constitution  (hose  surveys  were 
progressing!  *nd  if  we  had  a  right  to  aurvey  and  note 
upon  charts  the  channels,  the  rucks,  quicksands,  and 
ialandu,  alon^  our  own  coast,  because  our  veaieli  were 
engaged  in  naTigslion  among  theae  dangers,  why  could 
we  not  make  similsr  eisminalloni,  with  the  aame  object, 
in  any  aeai  which  were  frequenloi  by  our  veaielaf  In 
principle,  there  was  nu  difference.  The  safety  of  our 
Gommerce  was  the  object  in  each  oaeg  and  the  mode  of 
affording  that  safely  was  not  varied. 

We  had  never  sent  outiuch  an  expedition  Upon  the 
ocean,  although  our  public  vessels  were  instructed  to 
collect  all  such  commercial  information  as  might  fall 
within  the  range  of  their  observition,  and  to  preserve  it 
for  the  public  benefit.  Hut  we  had  had  aeversi  such  by 
land  to  the  grest  interior  ofthii  continent.  Every  gen- 
tleman would  recollect  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and 
Clark  lo  the  Rocky  HounUios,  What  was  the  object 
ofthat  eipedilion?  It  WMto  acquire  information  with 
regard  to  an  unknown  region  of  country)  lo  open  an  in- 
tercourse wiih  the  natives)  lo  ascertain  Ihe  natural  re- 
sources of  the  country,  and  lo  promote  Ihe  interests  of 
■cirnce.  By  reference  to  the  inalructlona,  which  were 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Jefferson  htmself,  it  would  be  seen 
that  they  were  to  notice  the  soil  and  face  ofthe  country) 
Its  vegetable  productiona,  especially  those  unknown  in 
the  United  Stalest  and  the  present  races  of  animals,  as 
well  as  remairu  or  accounta  of  thoae  supposed  to  he  ex> 
Unci,  were  deemed  worthy  of  obtervation.  The  miner- 
al productions  of  every  kind  were  lo  be  noted)  limestone, 
eosi,  saltpetre,  aalinea,  and  mineral  walers,  remarking 
the  temperature  and  character  of  the  latter,  were  all 
commended  to  their  notice.  To  thrae  were  added  vol- 
oanic  appearances,  climate,  and  the  proportions  of  clear 
and  cloudy  weatheri  rain,  hail,  snow,  ice,  and  frost,  at 
difFerent  seasons)  particular  birds,  reptiles,  and  insects, 
and  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  important  places. 

Thej  were  further  instructed  to  hold  intercourse  with 
Ihe  naiivei,  and  to  impreas  them  with  the  position,  ex- 
tent, character,  peaceable  and  commercial  dispositions 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  our  inclination  to  hold 
friendly  inlercourve  with  them. 

Such  were  the  directions  given  by  that  great  and  good 
man,  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  expedition  which  he  sent 
out  wis  exactly  such  a  one  aa  we  now  propose  to  send) 
except  that  one  went  into  a  wilderneii  almoil  entirely 
unknown  to  our  people,  and  the  other  was  to  go  into 
seaa  that  were  partially  known  to  them,  it  is  true,  but 
whose  rockt  and  reefa  were  not  known,  either  to  our 
ntvigatort  or  to  those  of  any  other  nation.  The  in- 
struelioni  to  Long,  in  1833,  were  nmilar  to  those  given 


to  Lewis  and  Clark.  Indeed,  Mr.  Monroe  refer*  to  the 
instruclioni  given  to  them,  and  dirfcta  Major  Long  lo 
be  governed  by  them  in  hi*  lour.  The  expedition  of 
Ur.  Fealherstonhaugh,  the  geologist,  sent  out  lo  Ar- 
kansas during  the  last  year  by  our  Qovernment,  was 
instituted  for  similar  purpoaes. 

The  practice  of  the  Government  bad  therefore  given 
a  construction  to  the  constitution  such  ss  we  now 
claimed  for  it.  The  right  to  make  these  exploration*, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  had  been  claimed  snd  exercised 
in  numerous  instance*,  and  tlie  authority  to  make  ihem 
could  not  well  be  doubted.  At  this  moment,  whilst  wo 
were  discus«ng  the  question,  Mr.  Hauler  waa  executing 
charts  from  Ihe  material*  he  had  collected  along  our 
colli  during  the  past  summer)  and  it  would  be  a  most 
singular  position  to  assume,  that  although  we  could  re- 
quire him  to  survey  and  note  all  the  retft  and  island* 
within  sight,  or  within  one  hundred  miles  of  our  coait, 
beciuse  the  commerce  of  the  cwintry  ws*  carried  on 
through  Ihia  apace,  yet  we  could  not  send  him,  for  Ihe 
same  pkirpoae,  to  another  part  of  Ihe  ocean,  equally  oc- 
cupied, by  the  public  armed  and  private  merchant  vessels 
ofthe  United  Stales.  The  ocean  was  the  common  prop- 
erly of  all  hations)  and  each  had  an  equal  right  to  nav- 
iga'e  iia'  waters.  Every  pari  of  the  ocean  was  within 
our  jurisdiction)  and  we  had  the  aime  authority  lo  make 
surveys  in  Ihe  South  seas  Ihst  we  had  tonwkelhem  along 

try  now  exists,  or  is  likely  to  be  extended,  we  have  the 
right  to  send  protection  and  information.  It  is  fur  theta 
purpoaes  that  ve  annually  send  veisels  snd  squadron* 
into  the  Mediternnean  and  other  seas,  bearing  the  nX' 
tional  colors,  and  demanding  national  respect.  How, 
(hen,  could  a  distinction  be  drawn  between  thi*  ease 
■nd  one  which  limit*  the  surveys  to  our  own  slioresF 
Suoh  a  position  wai  wholly  indefen*ib1e(  and  he  would 
dismis*  thi*  branch  of  the  subject  without  any  furthe:- 
remarks. 
If  we  had  (he  power,  (hen,  lo  send  out  the  expedition. 
If  it  be  expediei '         " 


lo  do  so.     Who  is  to 


uals  require 


r  if  ill 


mmon  country,  having  ihe  power  and 
^ompliih  it,  we  ought  to  do  it  without 
hesitation.  We  owe  protection  to  all  classes  of  our 
:ilizens,  and  to  every  part  of  our  countrj')  and  this  pro- 
Lection  should  be  afforded,  not  only  freely  and  impar- 
lially,  but  it  should  be  extended  to  each  one,  according 
:□  his  own  peculiar  wants  and  condition. 

He  did  not  believe,  with  tome  genltemen,  Ihat  one 
great  object  of  an  American  stateiman  wai  (o  get  aa 
much  money  sa  possible  out#r  the  public  Treasury,  to 
'  e  expended  in  his  own  region  of  country,  or  among 
is  conilltuenls.  Thst  principle  would  render  our  le- 
islation  little  else  than  a  pitiful  scramble  for  the  public 
loney.  On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  this  great  repub- 
c  as  one  and  indivisible.  He  did  not  look  forward  to  a 
day  when  it  Would  be  split  up  into  a  number  of  confed- 
eracies) and,  in  anticipation  of  such  an  event,  buay  him- 
seirto  getaa  much  aa  possible  of  the  common  funds  ap- 
proprjaied  to  hia  section  of  the  Country  in  advance.  He 
held  thai  no  man,  or  aet  of  men,  could  dissolve  thi* 
Union.  The  great  mass  of  the  American  people  were 
devoted  to  it,  and  they  would  not  permit  its  dissolution. 
He  did  most  solemnly  believe,  Ihat  if  it  were  dissolved 
to-day,  in  leas  than  three  monlhj  the  people  would  have 
another  constitution  formed,  and  in  full  operationi  and 
ihey  wuuld  politically  destroy  any  man  or  set  of  men 
'  0  should  Bdempt  to  prevent  the  reunion.  The 
intry  was  made  to  be  uniledi  Ihe  people  felt  it  lo  be 
their  intereat  to  remain  sO)  and  he  would  repeat  what 
be  bad  before  said,  thai  this  country  waa  one  and   iodi- 
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viiiblr,  and  would  renuun  m  for  generation!  to  come,  in 
■pile  ottll  the  eflorti  of  lelGih,  deaignintr,  or  distflecCed 
politielins  to  Kduce  the  people  from  ibeir  sllrgiince. 
or  to  weaken  (he  ■tUctiment  Ihey  owtd  to  their  com- 
man  country.  Viewinff  thing*  in  thii  light,  he  had  uni- 
lormlj'  voted  for  whsteTer  appeared  to  him  to  be  re- 
quired. In  any  part  of  Ihe  country.  Apprapriationi  often 
feemed  to  be  of  local  cbaracter,  and  were  ao,  in  aome 
respectai  yel,  when  properly  considered,  they  were  of 
Dationil  character,  and  uf  general  utility.  Thus,  a  ciu- 
taiD'houae  in  I)Blllniare,New  York,  or  Boaton,  belon^d 
ai  much  to  him  and  hia  conatituenla  aa  it  did  to  the  per- 
■on*  who  KiiLled  in  Ihoie  citiea,  or  to  the  gentlemen 
who  tepreicnted  them  on  that  floor.  They  were  ne- 
ceasary  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  Ihe  revenue  whiolt  aup- 
ported  the  Government)  and  they  were  placed  at  those 
particular  points,  because  it  waa  -.  --   .  f ._  ... 


they  should  be  thua  located.  So  of  navy 
bouaea,  forts,  anemia,  dock  yarda,  and  harbors.  They 
were  all  national;  they  belonged  to  his  conalituents  ai 
much  aa  to  any  one  else;  and  be  voted'  for  their  con- 
struction and  improvement  with  the  aame  eheerfulneaa 
and  liberality  that  he  voted  for  an  appropriation  to  re- 
move abitructlons  from  the  great  rivers  in  the  Miaaii- 
lippi  valley,  to  Improve  the  harbor*  upon  the  great  in- 
land aeai  of  ilie  Northwest,  or  to  fortify  and  defend  the 
Western  and  Southweatern  frontiers.  When  he  voted 
for  *ucb  appropriations  Tor  the  Atlantic  coast,  he  did  not 
feel  that  be  waa  miking  a  donation  to  the  Statea  and 
cities  on  this  side  of  the  mountainsi  nor  did  he  believe 
that  any  liberal-minded  statesman  along  the  seaboard 
thought,  when  he  voted  for  expenditures  beyond  the 
mountains,  that  he  was  giving  away  money  to  the  Weal. 
Such  views  were  narrow  and  illiberal.  The  only  true 
rule  was,  to  give  whatever  the  public  interest  required, 
at  any  aiid  at  every  point,  interior  and  exterior.  There 
could,  then,  be  no  )ust  cause  of  complaint;  and  the  in- 
dualry  and  enterprise  of  the  people,  aided  by  luch  ap- 
propriations, would  produce  general  happineii  and 
prosperity  thraughout  all  our  borders. 

Itacumng,  then,  to  the  question  propounded.  What 
interest  was  it  that  required  this  expenditure?  Accord- 
ing to  the  beat  informatian  he  had  been  able  to  collect, 
the  capital  Invested  in  Ihe  whale  and  aeal  fi^eriei  atone, 
in  those  seas,  amounted  to  lOme  &fleen  or  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  number  of  vessels  was  not  leas 
than  four  hundred;  constituting  one  tenth  of  the  whole 
tonnage  of  the  United  Statea.  The  number  of  sei 
employed  in  this  service  was  at  least  ten  thousand.  The 
annual  value  ofthe  trade  was  probably  aii  or  eight  mil- 
lions; which  was  ao  much  wealth  extracted  from  (he 
ocean  by  the  enterprise  of  our  people,  and  added  to  the 
common  atoek  of  the  whole  nation.  Thia  capital,  and 
these  men,  deserve  protection.  The  exposure  is  un- 
commonly great  in  these  seaa.  They  abound  with 
ahoala,  rocka,  and  lalands,  not  known  lo  navigators,  be- 
cause they  are  not  recorded  upon  any  chart  now  in  ex- 
istence; whilat  many  of  those  which  are  marked  are  so 
incorrectly  placed  that  they  mislead  the  sailor,  who  aud- 
denly  linda  hi  Duel  f  shipwrecked  in  an  unknown  aes,  fiir 
from  the  haunts  of  civilized  men,  and  destined  to  be- 
come a  prey  to  the  cruel  and  remorseless  savages  who 
inhabit  Ihe  ialands,  or  to  endure  all  Ihe  harrora  of  atar- 
vation  upon  some  steril  rock  which  lifts  its  head  above 
the  surface  of  a  boundless  tea- 
Such  cataatrophes  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  The 
loss  of  property  and  life  in  those  regions  had  been  im- 
mense. Siill  it  did  not  deter  our  people  from  Ibeir  em- 
ploymentsi  they  met  evenr  danger,  and  encountered 
every  peril,  in  pursuit  of  the  monsters  of  the  deep;  and 
it  was  hard  thst,  whilst  every  olher  class  of  our  popuU< 
tion  wst  protected  by  the  Government,   such  men  aa 


these  should  be  neglected.  He  trusted  It  would  no 
longer  be  so.  There  was  one  point  of  view  in  whicb 
llii*  subject  deserved  our  most  serious  canslde ration- 
The  fisheries  were  the  great  nurieriea  of  American  lek- 
men;  and  when  war  overtakes  us,  these  were  the  very 
men  upon  whom  we  must  rely  to  fight  our  battles  upon 
the  ocean.  They  were  as  ready  to  brave  the  roar  and 
carnage  of  an  enemy's  hroadiiide,  or  to  wield  the  board' 
ing  pike  under  the  atar-apangled  banner,  aa  they  were 
to  punue  Ibeir  mighty  game  amidst  the  dangers  and 
perils  of  the  great  Pacilic  ocean.  Whether  we  con- 
sidered their  condition  In  peace  or  in  war,  they  were  • 
mott  useful  and  meritorious  part  of  our  citiaens,  and 
deserved  the  favor  and  protection  of  the  Oovemment. 
Our  seamen  who  were  engared  in  the  cod  fisheries  had 
long  been  protected  by  the  bounties  allowed  them  upon 
the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  their  labors;  but  no 
such  proviuon  had  ever  been  extended  to  these  men. 
He  saw  no  reason  for  such  a  distinction;  but  it  was  la 
be  hoped  they  would  at  least  be  aided  by  an  improved 
chart  of  the  theatre  of  their  operations,  and  a  demon- 
atration  of  our  power  in  those  seas,  which  would  make 
an  impreaaion  upon  the  lavages  favorable  to  the  future 
security  of  our  mariners. 

Some  gentlemen  appeared  to  consider  thiaao  Eastera 
measure.  It  waa  not  ao.  Tlie  Weal  had  a  deep  intereat 
in  it.     It  was  well  known  I  ■...-.>_ 


continually  racking  0'_ 

created  demands  fur  our  produce,  and  to  open  neir 
avenuea  to  the  seaboard,  so  as  to  lessenlhe  coat  of  trana- 
porlation,  and  to  increase  competitioa  among  purchasera. 
Thii  trade,  which  we  now  propose  to  foster,  i*  daily  iiv- 
creaaing,  and  it  flirniahes  a  market  already  for  a  Urge 
amount  ofoursurplua  produce.  Tbia  fleet  of  four  hun- 
dred vessels  could  not  go  lo  aea  witboHt  100,000  barrela 
of  aourt  80  or  100,000  barre la  of  pork  and  beefj  40  or 
50,000  pieces  of  sail  cloth;  a  or  10,000  Ions  of  cordage; 
besides  large  quantities  of  com,  beans,  snd  various  other 
articles  necessary  lo  a  long  voyage.  Have  the  Stales 
bordering  on  the  Ohio  no  inlereat  in  such  a  nurketas 
this?  Doca  not  Kentucky  want  a  market  for  her  herapf 
Do  not  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  tllinoia,  want  purchasers  for 
their  flour,  pork,  beef,  and  corn,  whicb  they  all  produc* 
in  such  abundance'  Asauredly  they  do;  ai^  it  ia  chiefly 
lo  the  msnufacturing  and  commercial  Slates,  along  the 
Atlantic,  that  they  must  look  for  the  consumption  of 
their  produce,  especially  io  time  of  peace.  II  waa  for 
our  intereit,  thererore,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  a> 
a  mere  qutationofdoUartand  cents,  to  foster  this  trade, 
and  to  enlarge  Its  capacity  to  consume  the  productions  ij 
the  farming  classof  the  great  Missisaippivslley.  This  con. 
sideration  seemed  to  present  the  national  importance  oC 
Ihe  meaaure  more  clearly  lo  the  mind,  and  finely  illua- 
Irated,  what  muat  be  apparent  to  every  reflecting  man, 
that  we  could  not  extend  the  aid  of  the  Oovernment  in 
thia  country  to  any  portion  of  the  citiiens,  withool  pro- 
ducing some  corresponding  benefit  to  other  and  often  to 
very  distant  portions  of  our  population. 

The  expedition  would  not  only  perform  a  most  valu- 
able service,  by  correcting  the  position  upon  the  charta 
of  islanda,  reeM,  and  rocks,  already  known  to  exist,  bj 
discnrering  and  noting  others  of  whicb  we  have  no 
knowledge,  but  they  would  survey  the  coaata  of  the 
islands,  and  aacertain  where  there  were  barbors  in  which 
ships  might  find  shelter  from  storms,  points  at  which 
wood,  water,  and  refreshments,  could  be  obtained  by  our 
vessel*  engaged  in  thi*  trade.      Besklea  thete  duties. 
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tttj  woold  open  friendly  uonferencM  with  the  DitWet, 
they  vould  lucceed,  perhipi,  !n  reMuing;  a  nuinber  of 
pruonen,  who  were  now  undoubtedly  &man(>  thete  iilind- 
an — tbe  remnntor  crevs  who  had  been  tbipvreck- 
•d  (long  their  coaiti.  The  TeKueor*huib>n(l  and  father, 
and  hit  reatoration  to  hit  diiconiolate  family,  would  be 
worthhalftheeipenaeofthe  eipedittoniftnd the  remain- 
der would  be  eovered  by  the  redemption  of  aome  tinfor- 
tunate  aon  from  bii  lavage  maiten,  and  bii  return  of  the 
■rilw  of  a  widowed  mother.  We  might  alao  auoeeed  In 
imprearingtbeat  people  with*  correct  idea  of  the  friend- 
ly and  pacific  policy  of  our  OoTemment,  our  dtapoiition 
to  hold  amicable  inlercourie  with  them,  and  of  our  power 
■nd  inclination  to  puniah  outragei  committed  upon 
OUT  eitiiena. 

In  addition  to  the  Intelligent  naral  ofBcen  who  would 
auperinlend  the  movementa  of  the  vewela,  a  acientific 
eorpi  would  ■ocompwiy  the  expediiio*.  Tbe  dotiea  to 
be  performed  were  Tarioui,  complicated,  »nd  arduouit 
■nd  the  luccen  of  Ibe  expedition  would  require  tbit 
organiulion.  Tbe  laban  of  tbe  naval  ofltcert  would 
cmbnce  every  thing  cnentially  eonaected  with  their 
profcNioni  an  employment  adequate  to  the  blgbeit  in- 
tellectual cfTart).  To  lacertun  with  accuracy  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  important  places  viaitedt  to  cor- 
rect the  poition  of  reefi  and  iilandi  upon  the  chart,  and 
to  give  place  to  new  on»i  to  explore  harbora,  and  point 
•ut  placet  for  obtaining  wood,  water,  and  provi'-  -  '- 
make  obaervilion*  tending  to  throw  new  light  i 
obacure  lawi  which  govern  the  magnelt  to  open 
couraewiththe  native*,  and  tocauaeourflagto  be  known 
•ltd  Mipected  in  tboae  aeaa-^-theie  and  other  kindred 
duliea,  requiring  great  prudence  and  cap*eily,  wi 
utual  ikill  and  profcMional  attainments,  would  fumiih 
eiBployment  to  the  naval  officera  having  charge  of  the 

Upon  the  icientifie  corpi  other  duties  would  devolve, 
no  leas  arduous  and  important.  He  could  not  descend  to 
detaila.  It  was  sufficient  to  say  (hat  the  whole  field  of 
natural  pbilosophy  and  natuml  history  lay  open  before 
Ihcm.  No  part  of  it  should  be  neglected,  for  its  object 
entered  lairely  into  the  elements  ol  commerce,  and  bad 
an  acknowledged  value  among  all  civilised  nattoni,  and 
with  all  enlightened  minds.  Tht  animal  productions  of 
those  remote  regions,  whether  inhabiting  tbe  land,  tiie 
ocean,  or  tbe  air,  would  require  particular  attentioq. 
The  vegetable  and  mineral  production*  could  not  be 
overlooked.  Every  object  connected  with  the  present 
cwnmerce,  or  calculated  to  open  new  channels  for  trade, 
would  be  jaarDBTiied  and  preaerved.  The  Executive 
■hould  be  able  to  speak  of  this  corps  in  the  language  of 
President  Monroe's  instructions  to  Major  Long:  "  Great 
confidence  is  icpoaed  In  Ibe  acquiroments  and  leal  of 
the  citiiens  who  ^11  accompany  the  expedition  for 
acientiflc  purposesi  and  a  confident  hope  is  entertained 
that  their  duties  will  be  performed  in  such  a  manner  a* 
to  add  both  to  their  own  repuUtion  and  that  of  our 
country,"  The  two  corps  thus  selected  and  constituted, 
each  filling  its  appropriate  depirtmeni,  though  blending 
and  aiding  each  other  in  harmonious  action,  could  not 
fail  to  acquire*  man  of  valuable  information  calculated 
to  enrich  our  comioereettogive  new  vigor  to  enterprnet 
to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  science,  and  to  increase 
OUT  national  renown  by  an  additional  wreath  of  glory. 
Tbia  led  him  to  notice  some  remarks  that  fell  from 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hiwu]  in  relation 
to  an  individual  who  had  acted  a  prominent  part  with 
regard  lo  this  subject.  He  alluded  to  J.  N.  Beynolds, 
Esq.,  who,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  by  permission  of  this  House,  had  delivered 
an  able  and  eloquent  address  here  some  weeks  sgo, 
in  Givor  of  the  expedilioil.  He  did  not  believe  the  " 
tlcman  from  Kentucky   had  heard  the  addi 


he  gen. 
If  be 


had,  moat,  if  not  til,  of  hi*  prcjudicea  and  objection! 
would  have  been  removed.  Mr.  H.  said  be  had  known 
Mr.  Beynolda  from  his  boyhood,  and  knew  bim  well. 
He  came  from  hii  neighborhood  In  Ohio,  where  bs 
was  edacated,  and  studied  the  law.  He  waa  a  mat  of 
aa  pure  principlea  and  fair  cbaraeter  at  any  man  upon 
that  floor.  Hi*  efTorl*  in  thia  cause  had  been  wholly  free 
from  any  aelfirii  oonsldentions,  and,  in  all  he  bad  done  for 
the  last  seven  or  eight  years  to  promote  it,  he  bad  been 
aetuited  by  thoae  feelings  of  patriotiam  which  ahould 
animate  every  American  heart.  He  had  no  doubt,  if  the 
expedition  were  authorized,  that  Mr.  Beynolds  would 
be  employed  to  accompany  it{  for  he  poasesaed  more  in- 
formalion  with  regard  to  those  seas,  and  waa  in  eveiT 
way  better  qtulified  to  make  the  expedition  what  it 
ought  to  be,  than  any  man  within  the  circle  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. He  WB1  in  poasession  of  all  Ibe  facts  which 
bad  been  collected  in  reference  to  that  portion  of  the 
globe  which  was  to  be  examined  and  explored,  and  be 
po«ses*ed  the  entire  confidence  of  all  who  knew  bira. 
His  writings  had  attracted  the  attenlion  of  men  of  lettera 
in  Europe  m  well  as  In  Ibis  country,  and  literary  •oclettei 
and  institutions  had  conferred  upon  him  aome  of  the  high- 
eat  bonora  they  had  to  bestow.  Still,  thia  gentleman, 
who  was  an  honor  lo  Ohio  and  to  our  whole  country, 
might  not  accomptny  the  expedition.  But  Ihai  fact 
would  have  no  influence  upon  hia  course.  Mr.  H,  WM 
Buthoriaed  to  say  that  his  (Hr.  B's)  leal  for  the  auccesi 
of  the  measurv,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  expedition, 
would  conlinue  unabated]  ind  whatever  he  could  do  to 
insure  its  prosperous  termination  would  be  cheerfully 
perlbrmed.  Thus  much  he  fell  himself  bound  to  say  in 
defence  of  his  friend,  who,  althougli  the  gentleman  did 
not  mean  to  assail  hinn,  ml^t  suffer  in  public  estimaUon 
from  the  remarks  which  had  been  made,  if  they  remained 
entirely  unantwered. 

Whit  were  Ihe  evidence*  of  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
thia  expedition^  In  a  Government  like  our^  public 
opinion  was  every  thing.  It  wss  proper  that  it  ahould 
be  so.  Enlightened  public  opinion  wa*  always  righti 
and  it  was  a  great  moral  lever  which,  in  a  good  degree, 
now  governed  the  elviliicd  worldt  and  the  time  waa 
rapidly  approaching  when  it  would  be  completely  tri- 
umphant in  all  tbe  political  moveraenta  that  took  placg 
in  this  country. 

This  messure  had  been  asked  for  by  the  whole  com- 
meroial  and  navigating  community,  so  far  at  they  have 
expretied  an  opinion.  The  membera  of  the  Leglila- 
lures  of  eight  different  Statea  have,  within  a  few  yeara 
past,  recommended  it  to  our  favorable  cooiideratloni 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Bbode  Island,  Penniylvanis, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  had,  in 
this  manner,  decided  in  its  fiivor.  Uany  of  the  commercial 
towns  and  cities  had  petitioned  tor  iL  The  Sait  India 
Marine  Society  of  Maatschuaelts,  all  of  whose  members, 
by  the  constitution,  must  have  personally  doubled  either 
Cape  Horn  or  the  GupeofQood  Hope,  had  sent  ui  a  pres- 
sing memorial  In  its  favor.  Tbisdocument  wsienlilled  to 
great  weight.  It  came  from  gentlemen  who  had  experi- 
ence, combined  witji  intelligence,  upon  thisaubject.  They 
hid  personsMy  seen  and  braved  the  dangers  which  every 
where  meet  the  navigator  who  penetrates  into  the  re- 
gion* which  it  would  be  the  business  of  Ibis  expedition 
to  explore  and  describe.  To  their  testimony  might  be 
added  that  of  two  of  the  moat  able  and  experienced  com- 
mindera  in  the  American  navy.  Commodore  Downea 
and  Captain  Jones.  Their  leller*  were  smong  the 
document*  upon  our  table*.  They  were  vatusble  for 
more  purposes  than  onei  they  refuted  the  idea,  advanced 
by  tome,  tbit  oar  ordinary  squadron  aeht  out  to  the 
Pacific  to  protect  the  trade  of  our  citiiens  could  accom- 
pliih  all  that  was  deiirsble.  Speaking  oftliis  subject. 
Commodore  Downea  atyt: 


,A_.OOglC 


3563 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTKR 


3564 


I.  or  R.] 


Iftnal  Sim' w  Bill. 


Hat  9,  1836. 


"An  exp«dilion,  Sited  out  for  the  purpoMof  Impro*' 
\ng  mir  knowledge  oFlhe  hydraj[raphy  ofthoieseu.  Km 
often  been  the  iiibject  iifmy  refleelioni.  Aithe  repre- 
■entitive  of  a  dnirict  larg'cly  etifck^d  in  the  wh&le  Rih- 
ery,  you  [Mr.  Bim]  muM  frequently  hive  •een,  Trom 
Ibe  report!  ormulenorveiielBen^ged  in  that  bualnen, 
ftccounti  or  new  iaUnds  ind  reeft  being  frequently  dis- 
eoTsred,  and  which  ire  either  not  laid  down  on  the 
chart*,  or  to  erroneously  marked  thai  they  can  gWt  no 
■ecurily  to  the  mariner.  It  ia  probable  that  not  leu 
than  five  hundred  of  Ihete  isUndi  and  reeft  hare  been 
narked  with  luRicient  accuracy  by  our  whalen,  lealen, 
knd  trafficker!  of  one  kind  or  anotlier,  to  enable  an  e>- 
pedition  to  examine  the  moat  important  of  them,  with- 
out much  low  of  lime  in  leeking  their  poaitlona.  Thla 
will  enable  the  discovery  veaiela  to  do  more,  in  Irn 
time,  than  haa  probably  ever  been  effected  by  a  iimllar 
enterpriae  from  an*  other  country.  The  accounla^ren 
of  the  danger!  and  losses  lo  which  our  shipping  la  eS' 

EDsed,  by  the  extension  of  our  trade  into  aeas  but  little 
nown,  so  far,  in  my  opinion,  from  being  exaggeraied, 
Vould  admit  of  being  placed  in  bolder  relief  and  the 

frotcction  of  Gaiernment  implored  in  stronger  terma. 
apeak  from  practical  knowledge,  having  myself  aeen 
(he  dangers,  and  painfully  Felt  the  want  of  the  very  kind 
of  information,  in  the  guidance  of  a  vessel  in  those  aeas, 
which  our  commercial  interests  ao  much  need,  and  which, 
E  auppoie,  would  be  the  object  of  such  an  expedition  aa 
ia  now  under  coniideralion  before  the  committee  of  Con- 
gres*  to  give.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  this  buslnesa,  it 
aeema  lo  me,  is  ■  plain  and  practical  affair.  The  com- 
merde  of  our  country  has  extended  itself  to  remote  parta 
of  the  worldi  ii  carried  on  around  islands  and  reefa  not 
laid  down  on  the  charts,  among  even  groups  of  iilanilt, 
from  ten  tu  sixty  in  number,  abounding  in  objecta  valu- 
able in  commerce,  but  of  which  nothing  ia  known  ac- 
euratelyi  no,  not  even  the  sketch  ofa  harbor  haa  been 
midet  while,  ofsuch  as  are  iniiabited,  our  knowledge  is 
still  more  imperfect.     It  would  seem  to  require  no  ar< 

Kment  (o  prove  that  a  portion  of  our  commerce  might 
rendered  more  secure,  and  probably  greatly  increas- 
ed, by  vessels  aent  properly  prepared  to  examine  such 

Such  is  the  language  of  this  practical  and  able  officer. 
In  the  letter  of  Captain  Jonea  to  Hr.  Reynolda  we  have 
the  fallowing  sentitnenU: 

"  Hy  recent  cruise  to  (he  Pacific  oeean,  in  the  courie 
oF  which  I  spent  aome  time  among  the  Society,  Sand- 
wich, and  other  iilanda,  afTurded  tne  a  good  opportunity 
of  aeeing  in  practical  operation  most  of  the  branches  of 
commerce,  the  advantagea  of  which  you  ao  clearly  de- 
minalrated  in  your  addreaa  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfTain. 

*■  That  there  is  a  great  field  open  for  national  enter- 
priae, in  the  region  to  which  you  have  invited  the  atten- 
tion of  (he  American  people,  cannot  be  doubledi  and  I 
accord  moit  heartily  with  you,  that  luch  a  voyage  aa  you 
contemplate  would  open  la  our  commercial,  and  of 
course  national  intereati,  sources  of  great  wealth,  which 
cannot  be  brought  into  action  without  the  protecting  aid 
of  Government." 

Such  are  the  opiniona  oF  another  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienced naval  officer,  who  ia  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  whule  luhject. 

Now,air,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hawis,] 
I  preaume,  was  never  out  of  sight  of  land  in  hia  lifei  he 
reaides  far  in  the  interior,  and  his  not  devoted  much 
time  lo  the  examination  of  thia  qaeitioni  and  yet  he  sets 
up  hia  opinion  in  oppoailion  to  these  gentlemen,  and  pro- 
nounces the  whale  acbcnne  to  be  useless  to  the  country, 
and  perfectly  viaionary.     Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  to 

Cae  before  he  takea  such  strong  ground,  and  review 
opinions.     He  msy  Bnd  good  reason  to  retract  what 


he  has  heretofore  befieved,  and  to  become  the  advocate 
oFa  measure  which  rallies  such  able  men  to  its  support. 

It  has  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the  di««ua*ion,  that 
thia  subject  la  new  to  ui,  and  we  want  more  infornialiotl 
before  we  act  definitively  in  relation  to  it.  Are  gentle- 
men aware  that,  in  1827''38,  resclutiona  passed  thia 
House  authorizing  this  expeditian?  Such  is  the  bet, 
and  want  of  funds  atone  prevented  it  from  being  sent 
out  the  following  summer.  At  the  succeeding  session 
of  I83S-'39,  a  bill  passed  thla  House  directing  the  expe- 
dition, and  WBB  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  was  not 
acted  upon,  for  want  of  time.  At  the  present  aeasion, 
the  Senate  had  passed  the  spprop nation,  almoM  unanU 
moualy;  and  it  now  remaina  for  ua  to  do  our  duty,  in  tttat 
manner  which  becomea  the  repreientalivea  of  a  great 
people.  We  have  had  thia  subject  before  Congress  for 
eight  yeara.  It  haa  twice  been  adopted  by  the  Houae, 
and  once  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stalest  and  yet, 
with  all  these  evidences  of  its  utility  and  importance, 
gentlemen  rise  in  their  placee,  and  gravely  pronounce  it 
tu  be  a  hairbratned  and  visionary  scheme,  not  deserving' 
our  sefiouB  eximinatianl  Such  imputstiona  were  un- 
mrritedt  and  he  hoped,  upon  further  reflection,  tbeir 
injustice  would  be  seen  and  acknowlertged. 

He  thought  he  had  ahown  thai  this  expedition  was  not 
new,  and  that  various  similsr  ones  had  been  organited 
both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country.  Neither  was  H  un- 
constitutional t  for  its  chief  object  was  lo  aid  in  the  regu- 
lation, promotion,  and  security,  of  our  foreign  commerce. 
The  ezpenae  would  be  but  trifling,  compared  wiib  Ihe 
weillh  and  power  of  this  nation,  and  the  maKoitude  and 
importance  of  the  objecta  to  be  accomplished.  11  was 
due  to  the  commercial  cnmmunity  and  the  navigating  in- 
terest, as  a  measure  of  justice,  and  would  be  benefidal 
to  all  claiaea  of  our  citizens.  Upon  whst  principle,  then, 
could  we  retuse  it?  Should  it  be  said  that  we,  wbu  were 
the  second,  iF  not  the  first,  commercial  nation  in  Ihe 
world,  muat  continue  to  navigate  the  ocean  wiib  the  de- 
fective charta  furnished  ua  by  foreigners'  It  vaa  noto- 
rious that  we  were  now  doing  ao.  It  was  humiliating  to 
think  ofit.  If  we  deducted  from  the  commercial  marine 
of  Great  Britain,  our  only  rival  upon  theaeaa,  ibe  amount 
of  tannage  which  she  empluyed  in  Ihe  coasting  trade, 
which  did  not  engage  in  her  foreign  commerce,  we  had 
probably  the  largest  commercial  marine  afloat  upon  the 
oeean.  Supposing  this  lo  be  so,  we  were  now  the  first 
commercial  people  upon  the  globe;  and  the  amount  of 
capital  inrealed  in  Ihla  branch  of  national  induilry  was 
daily  increasing.  Should  It  be  said  that  we  were  so  penn- 
riaus,  ao  illiberal,  or  ao  destilute  of  aktil  and  enterpriae, 
aa  not  to  extend  adequate  protection  to  our  valuable  and 
adventurous  citizens,  who  had  embarked  in  this  traded 
Would  ihia  reproach  bejuat/  He  did  not  believe  it. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  intelligence  of  the  country  ex- 
pected us  loact  prumplly  and  liberally  upon  this  subject  i 
and  that  every  consideralion  of  wisdom,  justice,  and 
sound  policy,  which  could  operate  upon  an  American 
alaleaman,  required  us  to  make  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  REED  said  be  was  highly  gratified  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Haxax,]  who  had  last  apo- 
ken,  and  olheii  residing  far  from  the  ocean,  in  support 
of  the  projected  expedition.  Mr,  H,  said,  ai  a  member 
of  this  Mouse,  representing  those  more  directly  and  im- 
mediately interested,  and  having  for  years  advocated  tba 
measiirr,'  he  touk  the  liberty  to  tender  to  those  gentle- 
men hia  thanka.  Their  views  were  liberal  and  ilateK 
manlike.  In  my  opinion,  (aaid  Hr.  H.,}  those  gentlemen, 
so  far  from  having  dnne  injutlice  to  their  own  immediata 
constituents,  (as  some  have  repreiented.)  have  consulted 
their  true  interest,  and  I  trust  their  policy  will  be  under- 
stood and  duly  appreciated. 

All  parts  of  our  wide  and  extended  country  are  stri- 
ving and  exerting  every  oerre  to  improre  ibe  oavigation 
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of  the  riven^  ind  to  mike  rmilroad*  and  caittli — ■venuct 
to  the  occkn.  Who  *t  thii  day  c*l1«  in  queilran  (be 
policy  a\  the  mcaMiref  The  pmpoiition  we  ire  now 
contidcrinK  >■  ■  propodtion  to  follow  up  the  nme  policy, 
wA  toilnprore■nllesler^d  our  intercourw  ind  commerce 
to.  the  rEmoEut  pirti  of  the  world,  ind  of  courie  ill 
piiii  of  the  country,  ind  the  whole  country,  hire  *  com- 
mon intereil. 

Owing  (o  in  inRnnity  in  the  undentandingi  of  men, 
they  often  like  to  limited  iriew  of  thing*  ulodiirepnl 
their  own  intereit.  When  ■  public  meuure  i(  propMed, 
we  are  too  ipt  to  uk,  who  will  ihow  ui  iny  good?  in- 
iteid  of  taking,  ia  the  propoeed  meuure  beaeficiil  to 
the  nation — to  the  country. 

We  ire  too  ipt  to  qtieilion  the  expediency  of  a  meat- 
ure  not  directly  benencial  to  oureelveaj  or,  nther,  be- 
MUte  we  do  not  perceive  the  benefit.  Our  viiion  ii 
limited  to  a  nirrow  circlet  but  if  we  would  impariiallr 
coniult  our  undentindinn,  they  would  teach  u>  that 
there  often  eziat*  a  mutuil  ind  cloie  oonnesion  between 
interntiappirenlty  difoonnecledandremote;  that,  tipon 
the  ielfiih  principle  of  regarding  ouv  own  intereit  only, 
we  miy  often  engif^  in  improremenli  and  enterpriaei 
hi  from  home.  But  we  at  repreiehtativei  ibould  be 
Influenced  by  a  higher  and  nobler  principle — in  enlirged 
and  nttioiul  policy,  which  ihould  be  meuurcd  by  na- 
tional intereit  and  national  good. 

Tbe  tubject  we  are  now  coniidcring  it  an  approprii- 
tion  for  lurreylng  and  eiploring  the  Pieiflc  ocean  ind 
South  teat.  The  form  of  the  bill  hu  been  objected  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Viil[init,  (Mr.  PiTTOM,]  who 
■poke  a  ibort  lime  lince.     He  objecti,  becauie,  by  the 

Eroviiion*  of  tbe  bill,  the  Preildent  ii  luthorized  (if  in 
ii  opinion  the  public  intereit  ihill  require)  to  lend  out 
a  turveylng  and  exploring  expedltioni  and  he  it  of  opin- 
ion we  ought  not  to  derolTc  upon  the  Preiideni  the  duty 
•ad  obMgntion  of  dedding  whether  the  expedition  ought 
to  ba  undertaken  or  not. 

I  entirely  concur  with  that  genlleman  In  hit  general 
view*  upon  the  lubjeel.    We  ought  to  luume  the  re- 

r  nubility  that  juttly  belong!  to  the  repreaentativea  of 
United  Btitei,  and  I  have  no  deaire  to  avoid  that  re- 
•pontlbility.  It  would,  therefore,  have  been  much  more 
in  accordance  with  my  opinion,  had  the  imendment  pro- 
vided fi>r  ■  direct  appropriation,  leaving  no  condition  or 
diMr«lionary  power  in  that  reipcct  with  the  Pretident. 
But  it  aeemt  there  are  tome  memberi  of  ihii  Home  who 
entertain  a  different  opinion,  and  thry  intiit  upon  the 
form  propoiedi  and  believing,  a*  I  do,  the  retult  will  be 
the  tame,  I  am  diipoeed,  in  the  pretent  ciie,  to  content 
to  the  amendment.  By  the  bill  ittelf  we  ezpreiaour 
opiniona  matt  decidedly  in  firor  of  the  expedition.  The 
Prendent  may  refute  to  execute  the  law(  but,  under  tuch 
cimunutancei,  I  im  confident  be  will  not.  The  Prei  dent 
ii  not  intruited  with  power  to  do  more  than  law  pro- 
Tidei,  but  may  decline  to  *c>,  and,  in  that  event,  the 
law  would  not  be  executed,  and  the 
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It  be  executed,  and  the  expedition  would 


If  the  bill  become  B  law,  it  will  be  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  inveitigate  the  aubjcci,  or  contuit 
Ihote  who  have  invettinted  it|  and  I  have  no  apprehen- 
aion  of  the  retult,  and  do  not,  therefore,  oppote  the 
amendment,  lett  the  bill  might  be  defeated. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattob]  auggeiti 
(bat  there  miy  be  eontlitulional  objeetiont,  but  deolinet 
to  ttate  tbem,  or  offer  in  argument  upon  that  lubject. 
Borne  other  gentlemen  have  hinted  at  the  nme  difficulty. 
For  myaeir,  I  hive  no  doubt  of  the  contlitutionality  of 
the  law  propoied,  and  I  am  ready  to  tuttain  my  opin- 
iona here)  but  I  will  not  Ireiput  upon  the  time  of  thii 
Houte  by  an  aivument  in  a  cue,  in  my  judgment,  to 
plain,  unleii  it  be  in  reply  to  real  objeclioni  actually 
made.    The  Pacific  ocean  and  South  ku  are  turety  our 


own,  u  tenanti  in  common  t»itli  other  nationa.  Iliey 
are  the  highway  of  nation*,  and  emphatically  tbe  broad 
highway  In  which  we  travel  more,  and  have  a  greater 
intereit,  than  any  other  nation. 

A  targe  portion  (condderibly  more  than  one  half)  of 
the  aliipi  and  tonnage  engaged  in  the  whale  Bthery  be- 
long! to  the  diairict  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rrptv- 
tent.  It  became  my  duly,  at  a  Representative,  yeira 
ago,  to  invettigate  the  propoied  expedition.  My  ia> 
vetligation  retulted  in  the  moit  perfect  and  entire  con- 
vielion  of  it*  utility  and  importancr,  not  only  to  thoi« 
engaged  in  the  fiihery,  but  to  the  whole  country.  I 
hive  much  informition  connected  with  and  having  a 
materiil  bearing  upon  the  tubjeel,  whicfa,  under  oibeF 
circumatancet,  and  it  an  earlier  period  of  the  aeaiion, 
when  we  had  more  leiture,  I  idiould  have  felt  inclined 
to  pretent  to  the  connderation  of  tbe  committee.  But 
knowing,  u  I  do,  that  the  time  i*  ahort,  and  that  there 
ii  much  that  ought  to  be  done,  I  ahill  limit  mytelf  and 
confine  mv  remirki  mainly  to  a  general  view  of  tha 
tubjecl,  referring  for  tnore  minute  and  (titiitioil  infor- 
mition to  the  printed  reporti  Uid  upon  our  tible^  ind 
which  are  before  me.  I  beg  to  notice  the  aubject  to 
one  or  two  pnintt  of  view,  which,  in  my  opinion,  have 
not  been  lufDciently  noticed  either  in  ipeechea  or  re- 
porti, ind  which  I  deem  of  the  bigheit  importance  to 
the  true  intcreati  of  the  country. 

Thit  enterprise  hu  been  denounced  it  novel,  quix- 
otic, and  uaeleai,  be,  bj-  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
[Mr,  Hiwit]  and  othen.  If  tueh  gentlemen  will  ex- 
amine the  recorda  of  Ihit  Haute,  they  will  find  iheir 
mittake,  and  learn  that  it  it  not  newi  and  if  they  will 
give  themtelvet  the  trouble  to  undrntind  ■  tubject  a 
little  out  of  their  apherei,  they  will  hive  no  room  to 
doubt  iti  pncticibiliiv  ind  uaefuineit.  I  preiented 
teveral  petition*  to  tint  Houie  early  in  the  year  1839. 
from  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford,  praying  for  an  ex- 
ploring expedition,  and  fully  tetling  forth  iti  impnrtanoe. 
On  the  I9tb  of  Hay,  1B3B,  I  had  tbe  honor  to  oSer  tha 
following  reiolulion*: 

<•  HoanaT,  Hit  19,  1838. 

"  Ur.  Reed  moved  the  following  reaolutioni: 

"  Rmihtd,  That  it  it  expedient  that  one  of  our  amall 
public  veneli  be  lent  to  the  Picifio  ocean  and  South 
teat,  to  examine  the  caul,  lilandt,  hirbort,  ihoala,  and 
TttU,  in  tbote  aeaa,  and  to  ucertain  thdr  true  dtuatioa 
and  deacription. 

"Raolitd,  That  the  Pretident  of  the  United  State* 
be  requeited  to  lend  one  of  our  amall  public  abipt  Into 
thote  aeu  for  that  purpotei  and  that  he  be  requeited  to 
afford  tueh  facilitiet  M  maf  be  within  the  reach  of  tha 
Navy  Depirtment,  to  ittam  the  object  propoted,  pro- 
vided it  can  be  effected  without  prejudice  to  the  general 
intereit  of  the  naval  aervice,  and  provided  it  miy  bo 
done  without  further  appropriition  during  the  pretent 

"Theie  reaolutiona   were  read,  and  diicuaied  until 
the  irrivil  of  the  hour  for  patting  to  the  order*  of  tha 
iixj."—Viit  Journal H.  R.,  aeiaton  lg2T-'38,  p.  77i. 
"  WinniDAT,  HiT  31,  1S38. 

"  The  rcMilutiont  moved  by  Hr.  Reed  on  the  19tli 
inttani,  ind  laid  on  tbe  table,  were  read,  eonaidered, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Houae." — Fidt  Jmmal  H.  R., 
utiim  ie37-'38,  p.  796. 

The  reaolutiona  referred  to  met  with  tome  oppotilion 
at  fint,  but,  afler  a  ihori  cipUnation,  puaed  aimott 
unanlmouily.  Preparation  for  the  expedition  wu  cum- 
menced,  and  the  vetiela  would  toon  hive  been  filled  out 
ind  tent  away,  but  for  an  interference  in  the  Senate.  I 
alwayt  eoniidered  it  an  inierference  influenced  by  po- 
litical conaide ration*.     I  hive  been  aware  thai,  however 
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luefiil  and  expedient  (he  expedition  might  be,  u  mach 
hid  been  done  to  defeat  it,  ihit  Klthourh  all  political  ob- 
jealB  bad  been  ittiined,  the  eipedilion  must  be  poit- 
poned  for  ■  leMon.  It  bu  been  poitponed  eight  jetri. 
I  hive  no  deiire  to  allude  lo  polilical  reminiaceneei  far- 
ther than  ma;  be  neceuaiy  lo  account  for  the  delajr. 
Then,  the  propoied  expedition  hai  long  been  before 
Congreu,  and  before  the  public,  and  it  il  well  known  it 
has  received  anusual  public  approbation.  The  propiv 
■ilion  hai  been  repeitedTy  approved  by  commltteei  of 
the  Senate  and  Houie  of  Repretenlativei,  and  tbejr  hare 

E'ven  able  and  inlerestinK  reports  in  iti  favor.  BUI) 
ive  repeatedly  paned  the  aeparate  branchea,  but  for 
want  of  tin>e  have  fuledi  like  many  other  uaeful  meat- 
urei,  to  become  liwi. 

I  (hall  not  altemDt  to  preient  to  the  committee  in  de- 
tail the  amount  and  vtlue  of  our  varioua  intereata  in  the 
PaciGc  ocean.  The  fiir  trade  baa  been  a  aource  of  no 
inconiiderable  profit.  Our  commerce  of  ever;  detorip- 
tioti  in  that  ocean,  already  great,  ia  rapidly  increaung, 
and'  capable  of  being  vaitly  extended.  Our  whale 
fiihery,  which  might  seem  to  demand  more  particularly 
my  regard  and  notice,  haa  been  extended  over  a  great 
part  of  that  vait  ocean,  and  ii  of  great  amount,  t  refer 
to  two  abort  abttracta,  which  ihow  the  amount  of  capital 
employed  in  the  whale  fisbet7,  and  principally  in  those 

What  is  the  amount  of  our  inlereati  in  the  seaa  where 
the  principal  labors  of  the  expedition  will  be  performed* 

To  say  nothing  of  the  veiaela  engaged  in  the  various 
traffics  among  the  islands  in  the  Pacific,  the  following 
will  show  what  intereata  we  have  in  the  varioui  branches 
of  the  wbale  fiahery  from  different  ports  in  the  United 
Statea: 


Fortt- 

roKb. 

■    154 

Nantucket 

-    n 

Lynn 

Norwich 

New  York 

PoMimouth 

Warren      - 

-      15 

«r.lio       . 

Warebam 

Green  Port 

Edgarton 

Hudson       • 

-     u 

Plymouth 

Newark,  N.  J. 

Weat  Port, 

Fairhaven 

-      31 

Wisoaaaet 

Rocbeiter 

Newport 

Falrooulh 

Fill  Birer 

Sag  Harbor 

Dorchester 

New  bury  port 

Portland 

This  immente  ^eet  of  4G0  mil  will  average  about  3r5 
tons  each,  making  173,500  tons,  or  one  tenth  of  the  ton- 
nage of  the  United  Stales. 

I'he  cost  of  theia  veuela  ia  from  twenty  to  sixty  thou> 
■and  dollars  each.— «ii  an  average  of  say  forty  thousand 
dollars— which  requires  an  active  capital  of  eighteen 
million  four  hundred  Ihounnd  dollars. 

"  The  FUhrria.—The  largest  cargo  of  sperm  oil 
brought  into  the  United  Slates  during  the  year  1835  was 
by  the  ship  Parker,  of  Nintuckel,  3,305  ban-eh.  The 
average  quantity  lo  each  ship  arrived  was  about  1,930 
barrels,  or  60,480  gallona,  1'he  value  of  the  iperm  oil 
brought  in  by  our  whale  ahipi  during  the  past  year  was 
fS,60r,000,  being  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  our 
demand  upon  the  Frencli  QavernmenI,  for  the  collec- 
tion of  which  we  are  threatened  with  a  war. 

"  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  amount  of  whale  oil 
brought  in  the  paat  year  may  be  set  down,  at  present 
prices,  at  almost  tiro  millions  ofdollara. 


"T^e  produce  of  the  mackerel  fiiheiTduring  the  past 
yesr  was,  as  near  as  can  ba  eatiiMled,  ^,405,000. 

"  The  produce  of  the  cod  fishery  we  have  no  data  fay 
which  to  eatimatei  it  nught,  however,  easily  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  collectora  of  tlie  etiatoma  in  the  various 
districti)  it  may  probably  be  act  down  at  #1,500,000. 

<>  The  produce  of  Ihe  fisheries  of  the  United  States 
during  the  past  year  may  be  eaiimated  «i  follows: 
8peim  whale  fiiheir,  -  -  -  #5,607,000 

Right  whale  Gabery,  -  •  -     1,850,000 

Mackerel  fishery,   ■  -  ■  ■    3,405,000 

Cod  fiihery.  ....     1,300,000 

Other  flsheries,        ....        ax).000 


#11,863.000" 


The  above  extract  shows  we  have  employed  in  the 
whale  fiihery,  and  principally  in  the  PaciKc  ocean,  a 
fleet  of  460  sail,  amounting  to  173,000  tons,  one  tenth 
of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States;  and  they  are  nmo- 
ned  by  not  less  than  10,000  men.  The  capital  employed, 
as  stated,  ia  #18,400,000,  and  the  produce  last  year 
amounted  to  #7,457,000,  #5,607,000  from  the  PaeiBc. 
Surely  the  interest  is  of  sufficient  value,  if  underetood, 
to  call  for  Ihe  attention  and  protection  of  Govemoient. 

The  vast  Pacific  and  Southern  oceina  proposed  to  be 
explored  and  surveyed  are  less  known  than  anv  other 
part  of  the  globe,  and,  being  interaperaed  with  Ibou- 
sands  of  sboals  and  ialand*  and  coral  reefk,  are  exceed- 
ingly dangerouslo  navigation.  The  statement  appended 
to  the  report  before  us,  taken  principally  from  the  k^ 
books  of  masters  of  whale  abip*  of  Nantncket  and  New 
Bedford,  preaentaa  lilt  of  more  than  five  hundred  ialanda 
and  reeft.  It  ia  but  a  few  yeara  aince  the  statement  baa 
been  publiriied  of  these  ialands.  They  have  laid  down 
the  latilode  and  longitude  with  as  much  aecaracy  aa 
their  utuation  would  allow,  and  the  eounliy  is  tBuch  >»• 
debled  to  the  msatera  and  owners  of  ships  for  the  infor- 
mition.  But  the  information  fumiitaed,  though  valuable, 
is  net  nifncieni^  accurate.  They  posseaaed  not  the  in- 
■tmments,  nor  had  thry  time,  lo  fii  the  locations  with 
prFcltioti..  The  improved  inatnimcDti  in  use  at  the 
preaent  time  afTord  facilities  lo  men  of  science  and  skill 
of  fixing  the  true  localitiea  of  places  with  great  accuracy, 
and  in  a  short  time. 

If  Ihe  ialands  already  discovered  and  named  were  first 
aurveyed,  tbeir  latitude  and  longitude  might  in  a  short 
time  be  accurately  marked  upon  a  cliart,  and  be  imine> 
diatelyand  highly  uiefil.  While  a  part  of  the  company 
were  fixing  Ihe  latitude  and  longitude  of  these  ialands, 
others  m'--'-' —- '  -—  "— ~  ~  '-'— 


be  wholly  impracticable  for  individual  enterprise  to  ac- 
complish such  a  work.  It  is  a  national  object,  and  ita 
accomplishment  must  depend  upon  national  appropria- 
tioni,  encouragement,  and  protection.  I  confea^  view- 
ing the  subject  as  I  do,  I  am  surprised  that  gentlemen  in 
this  House  who  have  examined  il  can  oppose  Ihe  appro- 
priation. Oo  they  think  the  price  loo  great,  when  tliejr 
must  know  it  would  aave  millioni  of  property,  tbouaands 
of  lives'  I  will  not  believe  it.  I  presume  those  who 
oppose  the  appropriation  have  looked  upon  the  Paoifio 
aa  far  distant,  artd  the  pursuits  and  enterprises  carrieil 
'lere  have  been  foreign  to  their  accustomed  habita 
linking  and  scope  ol  policy.  1  shall  presuiae  that 
they  have  an  Imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject,  and 
pereeive  not  its  great  importance.  Surely  no  man  who 
understands  the  subject  would  limit  these  entcrprisea; 
irely  there  can  bo  no  one  who  does  not  feel  a  prids 
and  pleasure  in  our  auceeaa,  which  haa  fisr  aurpaaaed  all 
other  nationa. 
I  have  before  me  a  tnult  book,  banded  to  me  by  the 
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mlbor)  hii  nime  ii  Holden.  It  conUi 
hii  ibipwreck  and  lufferinp,  wilh  olhen,  Tor  Tour  ye»n 
upon  lliou  iiluidsi  of  hli  cruel  ind  birbarou*  treatineni, 
tnd  tlmoM  minculoui  eaope.  I  h>*c  evidence  (h*t  hi* 
chtrecter  u  good,  and  hit  nimtiTe  (nie.  I  wish  gea- 
tteroen  couH  enmine  it  tor  r  ibort  time.  I  am  sure  it 
could  not  fail  to  engag«  *  deep  intemt.  Uany  otben 
are  Mill  in  captiTity,  atill  niAering  the  erilt  from  which 
he  hM  etetped,  and  many  have  fillen  a  nari6ce  to  their 
aavan  barbaritf.  Within  a  few  dav*  we  bive  received 
Inielligence  of  the  cniel  murder  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  crew  of  a  ihip  from  my  own  counly,  called  tbo 
Independence,  of  Falmouth,  and  the  loe*  of  the  voyage, 
which  gives  an  account  of  iMaei  aince  the  ipeeeb  ww 
deliTered. 

"  WaacK. — The  Awaahonkf,  at  Falmouth,  brittei  the 
melaneholy  intelliirence  ut  the  loai  of  the  ihip  Indepen- 
dence, Brayton,  of  thii  port.  The  diwaier  occurred  in 
December  lait,  at  Btarbuck'i  iiUnd,  a  barren  apot  wiib' 
out  inhabitant*,  lying  in  about  5b  SV  aouth  latitude,  and 
155>  wcat  lan)[itudc.  The  Independence  had  ■  cargo  of 
2,100  barrela  of  tperm  uil,  only  300  of  which  were 
MTcd  from  the  wreck.  The  tcmcI  •  lot^l  ]□».  I'hia 
tnformition  wai  derived  from  the  male,  who,  in  one  of 
Uie  ahip**  boati,  with  part  of  the  crew,  hail  arrived  at 
Tahiti,  and  informed  that  Captwn  Brayton,  in  another 
boat,  with  the  reudue  of  the  crew,  left  Blarbuck'a 
■aland  in  company,  but  were  aeparaied  in  the  eourie  of 
the  third  night  out,  and  had  not  linee  been  heard  of. 
The  mate  wu  about  to  charter  ■  acbooner  for  the  pur- 
poM  of  returning  after  the  oil  left  at  the  iaiand.  If  ibia 
alatemcnt  be  correct,  a  loea  of  property  amounting  to 
•ome  fifty  or  aizty  tbouaand  dollara  haa  been  luatained 
by  owner*  and  underwriter*.  The  Independenoe  i* 
owned  by  Heaar*.  H.  Swifl  and  H.  Croeby,  of  Ihia  place, 
and  by  the  Captain— upward*  of  one  half,  we  believe, 
belonga  to  the  fornier.  Some  030,000  were  iniured  in 
Ihia  town,  but  what  amount   elaewbere  we  have   not 

"  Hoai  ■OBBOat. — The  New  Bedford  Uercury  pub- 
liahca  the  following  extract  of  a  letter,  received  per  the 
Awaihonki,  dated  Honolulu,  January  6.  Captain  Proc- 
tor, of  the  A.,  fumi^ea,  through  the  aaioe  medium,  a 
confirmalioD  of  all  it*  detaila: 

■"  Atehooner  belonging  to  Me**r*.  Hinckley  b  Smith, 
Dfi  a  trading  voyage  to  the  iaianda  in  ibe  Pacific^  having 
left  the  supercargo  and  one  man  to  collect  lortoiae  ahell. 


be.,  proceeded  lu  Strong'*  iiland,  where  Captain  Scott 
went  on  *hore,  a*  aoon  aa  be  arrived,  with  eight  men 
totally  unarmed,  and  were  inatantly  killed  by  the  native*. 
They  boarded  the  •ohuooer  and  killed  aevcn  fnorc:  the 
mate  and  one  boy,  badly  cut  by  the  native*'  ipeara,  es- 
caped into  the  cabin,  where  they  loaded  Iheir  muiketa, 
and  ahot  moat  of  the  native*  on  board,  the  other  jump* 
ing  overboard  and  iwimming  Mhorei  the  mate  and  boy 
then  cut  the  cable,  and,  after  eleven  day*  at  *ei,  arrived 
at  ibe  iiUnd  where  the  mpercargo  and  the  man  were 
left.  They  took  them  on  board,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Sandwich  ialanda,  wlicre  they  arrived  January  4,  and 
report  another  achooner  belonging  to  the  aame  firm 
having  had  a  mutiny  on  board — tjaptain  Roger*,  firat 
and  aecond  mate,  and  three  men,  murdered.  I'tie  au- 
percargo  having  ibot  the  ringleader,  the  mutineer*  gave 
up  and  were  confined.  A)k),  thai  they  aav)  at  Strong'* 
i*land  a  whaling  brig  aaliore,  which  li^  Bailed  from  the 
Sandwich  iiland*  14  month*  before,  on  ■  cruiie  for  *iz 
monlh*.  She  wa*  owned  by  a  company  of  penon*  at 
tlie  Sandwich  iilandi.  It  ii  suppoaed  that  *he  must  have 
been  taken  by  the  native*  and  all  her  crew  murdered.' " 
Uan  gentlemen  lii'en  to  thcie  unrsaggerated  itale- 
mcnt*  of  plain  trutli  with  indifierencel  Can  the  appeal* 
they  m-ihe  to  our  fcelinga  and  judgment  be  made  in 
vain.'     Itruitnot. 
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thoae  iiland*  without  difScuIty;  and  hiving  aurveyed  and 
given  them  a  place  upon  a  chart,  the  information  would 
be  full.  A  chirl  containing  auch  information  would,  I 
repeat,  aave  the  live*  of  ihouiandi  and  million*  of  prop- 
erty. Here  I  cannot  rcfVain  from  agun  referring  to  a 
letter  written  to  roe,  January  31,  1B3J,  by  Commodore 
Uswnei.  It  i*  ao  directly  to  the  purpoae,  and  of  ao 
high  authority,  that  the  attention  of  the  Houae  cannot 
be  100  often  called  to  it  in  thii debate: 

"  CHiaLHTOws,  (Haa*.,) /onuarySl,  1B3S. 

"  Diaa  Simi  In  compliance  with  your  reijuett  that  I 
would  communicate  to  you,  in  writi^,  my  view*  on  the 
aubjpct  of  a  voyage  of  diacovery  to  the  South  aeai  and 
Pacific  ocean,  1  tuve  to  regret  that  the  drcumicribed 
limit*  of  a  letter  will  allow  but  little  more  than  the  aim- 
pie  expre**ion  of  an  opinion  on  a  aubject  of  ao  much 
national  Imporlanee,  and  in  i«1ation  to  which  lo  much 
might  be  *aid  in  detail. 

■■  t  have  had  *one  experience  in  the  navigation  of  the 
lea*  frrquenled  pirli  of  the  Pacific  at  an  earlier  period 
of  my  life.  During  my  late  voyage  in  the  Potomac,  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  lo  add  greatly  to  the  koawledbjfa 
acquired  in  former  yean.  An  expedition  fitted  out  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  our  knowledge  of  the  hydrog- 
raphy of  thoae  *eai  ha*  often  been  the  mbject  of  my 
refiectiona.  A«  the  repreaentatlve  of  a  diatrict  lai^q' 
engaged  in  the  whale  fiahery,  you  muat  frequently  have 
aeen,  from  the  report*  of  mailer*  of  ve«*eli  engaged  in 
that  buiine**,  account*  of  new  ialandi  and  reels  being 
frequently  diaeovered,  and  wirch  are  cither  not  laid 
down  on  the  chart*,  or  «o  erroneously  marked  that  tbey 
can  give  no  aecurily  to  the  mariner.  It  ia  probable  that 
not  leai  than  fite  hundred  of  these  islands  and  reefs  ban 
been  marked  with  aulfieient  accuracy  by  our  whaler^ 
sealer*,  and  trafficker*  of  one  kind  or  another,  lo  ena- 
ble an  expedition  to  examine  the  most  important  of  theiB, 
without  much  loi*  of  time  in  eeeking  their  positions. 
This  will  ensble  the  diacovery  veasela  to  do  more,  in  less 
time,  than  has  probably  ever  been  effected  by  a  similar 
enterprise  from  any  other  country.  Of  the  extent  of 
our  interest  in  thoie  remote  lea*  I  need  not  speak,  aa 

Jou  are  conversantwith  the  >ubjeei(beaides,  the  interest 
as  been  fiiirly  represented  by  memoriala  to  Cong^reM. 
During  the  circumnavigation  of  the  globe.  In  which  I 
crowed  the  equator  aix  times,  and  varied  m^couriefrom 
40  degree*  north  lo  57  degree*  aouth  latitude,  1  have 
never  found  myaelf  beyond  the  limita  of  our  commercial 


The  account!  given  of  the  danger*  and  losses 
ti  our  shipping  are  exposed,  by  the  rxlemion  of 
ie  into  aeas  but  little  known,  ao  hr,  in  my  otjin- 
im   being  exaggerated,    would   admit  of  being 


lo  which  01 
our  trade  ir 

ion,   from   being  i-„„ , 

pbced  in  bolder  relief,  and  tlie  protection  uf  Gove 
ment  implored  In  atronger  terma.  I  ipeak  from  practi- 
cal knowledge,  having  myaelf  *ecn  the  danger*,  and 
painfully  felt  the  want  of  every  kind  of  information,  in 
the  guidance  of  a  veaael  in  thiae  aea*,  which  our  com- 
meroial  intere*t*  ao  much  need,  and  which,  I  auppose, 
would  be  the  object  of  such  an  expedition  ai  is  now  un- 
der consideration  before  the  committee  ofCongrea*  to 
give.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  this  busineM,  it  aeem*  to 
me,  i*  a  plain  and  practical  affair.  The  cnmnKroe  of 
our  country  ha*  extended  itaelf  to  remote  part*  of  the 
world,  ig  carried  on  around  islands  and  rerfs  not  laid 
down  on  the  chsrtai  among  even  group*  of  iilands  from 
ten  lo  aiity  in  number,  abounding  in  objeeli  valuable  to 
commerce,  but  of  which  nothing  ia  known  accurately; 
no,  not  even  the  sketch  of  a  harbor  haa  been  m»d*i 
while  of  such  a*  an  inhabited  our  knowledge  it  still 
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more  imperfect.  It  would  Mem  to  require  no  argument 
to  prove  that  ■  portion  t>r  our  cummerce  migbt  be  ren- 
dersd  more  Kcure,  and  ptobably  greatlj  iocreased,  Ytj 
vewela  *ent,  pniperly  prepared,  to  ei*mine  luch  iiUnd*. 
There  ire  alto  imoienM  parlioni  of  the  South  aeii,  bor- 
dering an  the  antirclic  circle,  well  deserving;  the  allen- 
tion  of  Bucb  an  eipedltion,  eipecially  during  the  moat 
fa* orabic  montha  of  the  aouthern  Himiaer.     l«Undt  dis- 


aald  in  favor  ufa  tpeedy  exammallon  of  thia  portion  of 
(he  South  aeaii  indeed,  I  hatdlf  know  where  an  expe- 
dition could  go,  where  it  miHht  not  be  in  Ibe  way  of 
doing  good,  to  tay  nothing  of  the  credit  our  country 
would  acquire  in  promoting  such  an  enterpriae. 

"  Aa  to  my  opinion  of  the  clan  of  Teoela  beat  auited 
for  luch  an  expedition,  I  abould  unbeaitalingly  lay,  two 
brigi  or  bar<juea,  of  two  hundred  tons  each,  and  a  tender 
of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  tons.  A  great  many 
wcig-hty  reaaona  might  be  given  to  thaw  that  if,  in  the 
lame  ratio,  venel*  were  beyond  thia  aiie,  tbe  chance*  of 
lafely  and  exientive  uaefulneaa  would  be  proportionably 


"  Very  reapectfully,  your  obedient  lervant, 

•'JOHN  DOWNES. 
"Hon.  JaBB  RaiD,  Mem.  ofCvn." 

The  privationa,  difficuliiea,  and  dangen  of  a  whalo 
voyage  would  diieourage  men  who  had  not  been  educ*- 
ted  to  contemplate  it,  and  engtged  in  it  from  tarly 
youlhi  even  the  moat  prolperoua  aeparation  trom  frienda 
for  three  or  four  yeara  would  be  regarded  by  moat  men  u 
no  triflinff  privation.  I  will  not  apeak  of  the  common 
•nd  unavoidable  danger  of  the  contrat  in  capturing  theae 
monilera  ofthe  deept  that  would  be  auflicient  lo  try  the 
nervea  and  courage  of  any  mint  but  I  more  particularly 
allude  to  the  dangeia  ofahipwreck.  1  beg  to  refer  loa 
ahort  extract  from  the  report  referring  to  a  memorial 
from  Nantucket: 

"The  memorial  (rom  the  town  uf  Nantucket  fully 
cunfirma  every  atatemcnt  I  have  made  in  regard  to  the 
extent  ofthe  whale  fiabery,  although  drawn  from  diRer- 
ent  aourcea.  Thia  memorial  ia  not  only  clear  and  con- 
clusiie  aa  to  the  eiCent  and  value  of  thia  important 
huaineu,  but  preaenta  many  other  important  (acta.  The 
memorial  apeaka  the  moat  emplutic  Unguage  lo  every 
patriot  and  philanthropial,  aa  well  aa  to  every  legialator 
in  our  country,  in  the  following  quotation:  *  Tbe  great 
and  increasing  client  of  the  voyage*  now  pursued  by  tbe 
trading  and  whaling  thipa,  into  seas  but  little  explored, 
and  into  parts  of  the  world  before  unknown,  lias  iu- 
sreaaed  Ihe  carea,  the  loisea,  and  dangers,  of  our  mer- 
chant* and  mariner*.  Within  a  lew  yean>,  these  cruises 
hive  extended  from  Ihe  coast  of  Peru  and  Chili  to  tbe 
Northwest  coati,  Nfw  Zealand,  and  the  isles  of  Japan. 
Thia  increaae  of  riak  ha*  been  attended  by  an  increase 
In  loss.  Several  vessels  have  been  wrecked  on  i*laads 
And  reef*  not  laid  down  in  any  clurti  and  this  acqairea  • 
painful  interest  from  the  fact  that  many  slilpa  have  gone 
into  those  seai^  and  no  aoul  baa  survived  to  tell  their 
fate.'  •• 

European  Governments  who  desire  to  encourage  and 
Improve  their  commerce  and  maritime  power  have  given 
moil  liberal  bounliea  and  protection  lo  Ihe  whale  fish- 
ery.     I  refer  lo  England,  France,  and  Holland.     Tbey 


have  offered  most  liberal  rewarda  to  our  enlerpriaing 
men  to  engage  in  their  employment,  but  Iheir  offers 
have,  in  almost  all  caaea,  been  declined.  Our  euterprises 
have  aurpUsed  all  nations,  without  national  eocoumge- 
ment.  The  nation  aliares  the  honor  and  benefit  of  tbeir 
e  refuse  lo  grant  their  humble  claims  far 


I  repeat,  if  the  privation,  skill,  and  danger,  of  tfaeae 
whaling  voyages  could  be  knownt  If  the  eilent  of  tlicae 
enterprise^  in  all  Iheir  bearinga,  at  home  and  abroad, 
could  he  fairiy  underatood,  they  would  excite  the 
admiration  of  the  Government  and  of  the  people.  In 
their  very  commencement  tbey  excited  the  wonder  of 
the  philoaophers  of  Europe.  They  hate  aince  been 
watched  by  those  Powers  with  aatoniahment  and  jat 
ou*y.  Our  own  Government  seem*  Ihe  last  properly  and 
duly  to  appreciate  Iheir  true  vahie.  Tbe  real  caotr,  I 
have  supposed,  was,  that  Ihe  businem  had  been  oonGncd 
to  a  small  territory.  It  is  now  extending  ilaelf,  and  will 
be  more  generally  underatood.  It  haa  been  viewed  u 
a  local  intereit,  and  therefore  not  entitled  lo  Dtlional 
aid,  except  to  a  very  limited  extent.  I  truit  the  lubject 
will  be  better  undenloodi  and,  if  so,  [  sbsll  teel  quite 
sure  all  Ihe  relief  and  prutection  aaked,  and  more,  will 
be  afTorded. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  appropriated,  and  shall  appro- 
priate, the  preaent  year,  for  the  oavy,  and  for  naval 
purposes,  a  large  amount—'  "*"""  ""  """" 


country.  Upon  this  subject,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  lale  r 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  approved  by  the 
Prriident.  It  prrsent*  a  Hatetmanlike  view  of  our 
country— it*  situstion  in  relation  lo  other  nations,  and  ila 
necessary  ilefence.  In  moat  of  Ihe  opinions  1  eatirely 
concur,  and  etpeeially  in  regard  to  a  navy.  I  beg  to 
read  a  short  extract  from  tbe  report : 

"But  it  is  upon  our  maritime  frontier  that  we  are  most 
exposed.  Our  coast  forthree  thousand  miles  is  washed 
by  the  ocean,  which  separatee  us  from  those  nation* 
who  have  made  the  highest  advance*  in  all  the  arts,  and 
particularly  in  those  wbicli  minisler  to  tbe  operaiiona  of 
*ar,  and  with  whom,  from  our  intereoune  and  political 
relation*,  we  are  mo*t  liable  to  be  drawn  Into  colliaioo. 
if  this  great  medium  of  communication,  Ibe  element  at 
the  same  lime  of  separation  and  of^nion,  inlerpoaea  pe- 
culiar obstacles  to  the  progress  of  hoatile  demonstrations, 
it  also  offer*  ad vant^ei  which  are  not  leta  obvioua,  and 
whichi  to  be  succeaifully  re*i*ted,  require  eorreapond- 
ihg  arrangements  and  exertions.  These  advantages  de- 
pend on  tbe  economy  and  facility  of  tranaporlatton,  on 
Ihe  celerity  of  movement,  and  on  Ihe  power  of  an  enemy 
to  threaten  the  whole  shore  spread  out  before  him,  and 
lo  aelecl  his  point  of  attack  at  pleasure.  A  poweKul 
hostile  fleet  upon  the  coast  ofthe  United  SUle*  prcwnl* 
some  of  the  features  of  a  war  where  a  heavy  mass  ia 
brought  lo  act  against  deladiments  which  may  be  cut  up 
in  (leuil,  although  their  combined  force  would  exceed 
the  assailing  foe.  Our  points  of  espaaut«  are  so  nume- 
rous and  distant  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  keep, 
at  each  of  them,  a  force  competent  lo  reaist  tbe  attack 
of  an  enemy,  prepared  by  his  naval  ascendency,  and  hia 
other  arrangcmenti,  to  make  a  sudden  and  vi^rous  in- 
road upon  our  shorei.  It  become*  ua,  therefore,  to  in- 
quire how  the  consequences  of  this  itaie  uf  Ihinga  are  to 
be  beat  met  and  averted. 

"  The  firat  and  moat  obvious,  and  in  every  point  of 
view  the  moat  proper  method  of  defence,  ia  an  augment- 
ation of  our  naval  means  to  an  extent  proportioned  to 
the  resource*  and  the  necessities  of  the  nation.  1  do  not 
mean  the  acluaJ  construction  and  equipment  of  vcaaela 

onlyt   the  riumbw  of  those  in  '"    ' 

Itie  stale  of  tbe  country  alsgivi 
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eolkctkiB  ot  all  tuob  materUU  u  OMy  be  pTucncd 
without  injuiy,  »nd  «  due  encouragement  of  llioae 
bfanehei  of  intereit  ewentUl  to  the  growth  of  a  nary, 
and  wbioh  may  be  properly  nurtured  by  the  OoTcmmeDt  I 
BO  that,  on  the  approach  of  danger,  a  fleet  imy  be  put 
to  tea,  without  delay,  aufficiently  powerful  to  meet  any 
furce  which  will  probably  be  lent  to  our  coatt. 

"  Our  great  batile  upon  the  ocean  is  yet  to  be  fought, 
and  we  ihall  gain  nothing  by  ihutting  our  eyti  (o  the 
nature  of  the  iirug^,  or  to  the  exerlioni  we  »bali  find 


9ir,  1  fulty  concur  in  the  truth  and  appropriate neaa 
of  the  abore  ttnliment^  and  the  Glneu  of  ezpreoing 
(hem  at  the  preacnt  time.  I  hate  long  entertained  the 
Moie  opinioaa  in  nilMtance,  and  often  expremed  them  in 
public  and  in  privatM 

We  are  emphatically  told  that  our  great  battle  upon 
the  ocean  ii  yet  to  be  fought.  1  h^M  we  may  ncrer 
be  called  to  the  awful  contest,  but  Ihc  aame  pamon*  ind 
luBti  fnun  whence  come  war*  and  Bgbtinga,  Mill  hold  a 
place  in  the  hutnan  breaat,  and  we  can  have  no  aecurily 
a^nit  war.  In  the  awfiil  event  of  a  tremendoui  con- 
Bict,  tbi*  couDlry  muat  be  defended  by  "  wooden  walla." 
It  ia  the  duty  of  GDvemmeol  in  limeof  peace  to  prepare, 
to  a  certain  extent,  for  war,  Ibr  defence,  and  to  make 
preparation!  more  eipeaally  for  Mioh  ohjecta  a«  require 
time.  War  ia  not  ordinarily  declared  without  loDie  cal- 
culaliona  ai  to  the  power  of  the  amailanti,  aa  well  a*  the 
meaaa  aad  ability  of  their  enemy  to  Matain  and  defend 
Ihemaelve*  againat  a^Temion.  An  adequate  prepara- 
tion for  defenoe  may,  therefore,  and  often  doei^  prevent 
the  oeeurrenee  of  war.  Such  defence,  mulling  in  the 
preaervation  of  peace,  of  all  othera,  would  be  moat  de- 
airable  to  roe.  llie  burden  and  expenae  of  a  prepara- 
tion and  defence  which  thould  prevent  war  would  seen 
light  indeed,  and  be  moat  cheerfully  borne  by  Ihuee  who 
delight  in  peace. 

Our  phydcal  and  moral  capacity  to  batid  and  maintain 
a  navy  ia  unqoeationable.  The  hiito^  of  our  naval  en- 
(erpriacs,  from  the  commencement  of  the  molutionary 
war,  and  tongtxfore  that  period,  even  aa  far  baekaa  the 
oU  wan  with  Prance,  to  the  preaent  time,  ha*  af- 
forded the  moit  coneluaire  evidence  of  ikill  and  intre- 
pidity. "  The  aohievetnenU  of  our  navy  have  atamped 
iti  character  with  the  country  and  the  world.  The  am- 
ple recital  of  iti  eiploiti  ii  the  higbeit  enlogium  which 
can  b  e  pnmounced  upon  it ." 

Intereit  and  duty  preaent  the  itrongeM  obligation!  for 
luitaining  and  improving  a  defence  io  efTeciive  and  ao 
eaaertial  to  our  protecthxi.  In  recounting  our  aehieve- 
menti  upon  the  ocean,  it  beeomea  ua,  at  wlie  men  and 
legialator*,  to  Karch  deeply  and  thoroughly  into  the 
iruecauseaofour  luccen^  tbiat  veinay  not  hil  in  future 
to  Matain  the  high  rank  we  have  aMumed. 

I  would  cheerfully  accord  to  our  naval  commander* 
all  the  pralie  which  baa  been  to  jually  beatowedt  itill  we 
mutt  view  the  subject  at  philosophen^  who  would  trace 
efFceta  to  their  true  and  final  cauaea.  I  am  quite  lure 
we  have  been  very  much  indebted  for  past  lueoeaa  to  a 
particular  elatt  of  seamen,  more  ikilfi>1,  more  intrepid, 
more  every  thing  efficient  and  useful,  in  peace  or  war, 
than  ean  be  found  eltewhcre  upon  the  globe.  The  beat 
offieera  and  the  best  ships,  with  all  prepsraiion,  ean  af- 
ford noamuranceof  future  tuccen  but  by  the  aid  of  these 
seamen.  Our  ofBcen  of  the  navy  are  now  liberally  paid, 
and  their  successful  enterprises  are  sure  to  receive  the 
moat  valued  reward— the  high  cinnmendation  of  their 
country.  Hut  the  ae*men,  who  are  juaily  entitled  to  a 
lai^  share  of  applause,  are  nulsuHiciently  regarded  or 
rewarded.  Justice  haa  not  been  done  them.  We  are 
deeply  in  their  debt. 

From   the   early  seUlement  of  the  Pilgrinit 
nwutb,  we  bare  be -'-    — 


the  Gsheriet  succeeded  and  proqiered  at  an  early  period 
in  our  hisiury.  Whatever  othtr  intereit  baa  deipunded 
or  sunk  in  competition  with  F.uropean  nations,  our  navi- 
gation and  fisheries  have  maintained  an  atcendeney. 
They  hare  maintuned  a  auccenful  competition,  under 
diiadvantageouB  and  unequal  terms.  Our  whale  GihCriet 
have  received  but  a  small  share  of  the  favora  and  pro- 
tection which  England,  France,  and  Holland,  have 
bettowed  upon  theira.      Hen  educated   in  the   whale 


stimulated  to  exert  their  utmost  energies,  acquire  a 
knowledge,  enterprise,  and  power,  upon  the  ocean,  poa- 
sessed  by  no  other  men. 

Suecesi,  under  ordinary,  and,  I  would  say,  under  un> 
favorable  circumstancea,  would  attend  the  efforli  of  a 
ship  well  commanded,  and  manned  with  such  a  cicw. 
We  cannot  diipenae  with  the  skill,  seamanihlp,  and  in- 
trepidity, of  our  fishermen.  Without  the  aid  of  seanten 
educated  in  the  whale  fishery  and  in  our  other  fisheries 
I  fear  neither  good  ships  nor  good  officers  could  avul  ui. 

Raw  and  untutored  men  may  soon  be  inttmclcd  and 
disciplined  in  our  army,  and  rendered  efficient  soldiers.' 
Not  so  with  the  naval  service.  Seamanship  and  the  re- 
quisite  qualifications  for  the  navy  require  expepencet 
and  the  habili^  knowledge,  skill,  and  intrrpidily,  learned 
aiom  by  long  service  on  board  ships  and  vesaelt,  and 
beat  learned  by  those  who  are  employed  in  the  fisherlea. 
To  such  men  legitimate  wsrfare  has  no  terrors,  and 
victory  is  no  theme  of  boasting.  They  speak  not  of 
their  own  triumphs,  orfight  their  battles  over  sgain. 

A  neighbor  of  mine,  by  the  lume  of  Taylor,  during 
the  laat  war  with  Qreat  Britain,  who  had  been  matter  of 
a  ship,  enlisted  in  aome  humble  office,  for  one  year,  in 
the  navy.  His  aervice  wat  on  the  lakes,  under  Commo- 
doro  Perry.  In  knowledge  of  navigation  and  personal 
bravery  he  waa  little  inferior  to  that  gallant  and  diai 
linguished  officer.  He  lerved  faithfully  the  fiill  term 
of  hit  enlistment,  and  rendered,  by  hi*  skill  and  counge 
in  mtniEUvring  one  of  the  vesacls,  the  moat  valuable 


mtniEUvring  one  of  the  vesacls, 
aid  in  Perry's  memorable  victory,     ti 
unjuilly  withheld,  and  he  left  the  sei 
emving  a  cent  for  bis  wagca.     On  a  i 
for  me  to  visit  him,  and  stated 
~  Baked,  with  aurprii 


discharge  w 

vice  without  re- 

ick  bed,  he  sent 

services  and  claim  for 

Perry's  vie- 


toTyi"  He  answered,  he  was.  Wliy,  1  rejoined,  bat 
it  not  been  known  to  your  neighbors.'  Why  have  you 
delayed  ten  yeara  to  demand  your  wagesF  He  replied 
that  he  had  done  no  more  than  hia  duly;  that  he  rejoiced 
at  the  victory)  that,  being  compelled  to  leave  the  ship 
without  a  discharge,  although  he  hid  served  longer  than 
hka  enlistment,  by  the  usages  of  the  navy  he  suppoaed 
he  was  marked  run  on  the  rolUi  that  he  considered  that 
mark  a  badge  of  diihonor,  and  the  thought  of  tneetinE 
it,  however  unjuit  and  unmerited,  had  liilherlo  deterred 
hirot  but  that  now,  being  sick  and  in  need,  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  ask  for  it-  Hit  story  was  true.  I  obtained 
hi*  pay,  and  handed  it  to  him  a  Tew  days  before  he  died, 
and  assured  him,  if  tbero  had  been  a  foul  blot  on  the 
rolls  of  hit  ship  against  hii  nime,  there  wsi  none  on  hit 
bir  fame  and  character.  1  need  not  tell  the  result. 
Ex  uno  diaee  omnu.  It  it  the  character  of  seamen. 
Safflcient  paini  his  not  been  taken  to  learn,  duly  esti- 
mate, and  publish,  their  characters.  It  is  no  part  of  the 
cbiracter  of  seamen  to  speak  of  their  own  aervice*, 
By  Inquiry,  I  have  ascertained  that  there  wat  not  a  battle 
fought  dunng  the  last  war  on  the  ocean,  on  the  lakes, 
rivers,  or  seaboard,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  ui 
which  the  ciiiieni  of  the  district  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  did  not  particlpatei  and  in  no  caae  did  they 
take  part,  in  which  their  skill,  enterprise,  and  courage, 
was  not  conspicuoiis.  I  insist  upon  it,  the  value  of  such 
iMn,  though  justly  ctlimated  by  oScen,  nod  a  poitioa 
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of  the  people,  is  not  well  underslood  by  th«  public.  I 
hetrd  B  Britiah  nmnl  officer  remtrk  that  Americin  Ma- 
Oieii  united  the  Kctlvity  of  the  French  with  the  strength 
of  the  English,  and  mincEUTred  a  vessel  belter  snd  Gred 
fotir  tiniM  while  a  Briiish  vessel  fired  tbree  times. 
Good  officers,  with  good  ships,  well  prepared,  manned 
with  siich  mm,  can  do  any  ihin|;  and  ever;  thing.  Bui 
take  away  the  men,  give  them  orditiary  seamen,  and 
farewell  to  all  just  hope  of  extraordinary  success. 

Th»e  Tacts  are  well  understood  by  those  nations  who 
contend  for  power  and  the  mastery  upon  the  ocean. 
In  their  encouragement  of  cominerce  and  the  fisheries, 
and  eapeclslly  the  latter,  they  have  ulterior  views.  Thej 
look  to  their  marine.  They  regard  it  as  the  most  ei- 
fective  preparation  for  naval  warfare.  It  has  long  been 
«  mszlm,  that  the  fisheries  are  a  nursery  for  seamen. 
It  contains  truth,  but  moremightbeadded,  equally  truei 
that  the  fidierles  are  ■  nuraery  for  Ibe  beat  and  most 
efficient  seamen. 

In  the  event  of  war,  these  thoiusnd*  of  men  now  on 
board  your  fishing'  vessels  would  immediately  return  to 
defend  their  country.  Prepared  to  render  the  most 
efficient  service,  they  would  at  once  man  your  navy. 
They  are  better  disciplined  and  better  qualified  by  their 
employment  than  they  would  be  if  kepi  and  paid  on  board 
your  navy)  and  Ihey  are  thus  qualified  without  expense 
lo  their  country.  I  repeat,  their  employment  neces- 
sarily ends  when  war  begins,  so  that  they  ire  sure  to  be 
in  readiness.  They  stand  as  mlnute.men,  alwsys,  and 
rolunleers  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  seeking  posts 
of  trial,  skill,  and  danger.  Such  men  are  the  bulwark 
and  defence  of  the  nation.  Shall  they  petition  u«  in 
Tain  for  aid  and  assistance  in  a  case  where  il  can  be  so 
easily  afforded,  and  where  at  Ihe  same  time  so  great 
general  and  oomMcKial  benefits  are  promised.'  Shall 
we  refuse  to  protect  those  who  protect  us?  Shalt  we 
Kfuae  a  small  approprisiion  to  save  those  who  regard 
no  saerifiee  too  great  in  defence  of  their  country  * 

There  are  at  the  present  lime  a  nuotber  (11  ia  not 
known  how  many)  of  our  citizens,  exiles,  and  slaves  to 
the  most  wretched  barbarians.  Wrecked  and  cast  away 
upon  those  inhospitable  islanda,  they  are  at  once  cap- 
tive* and  in  bondage,  and  no  courage  or  enterprise  can 
hold  outtutbemthe  hope  of  escape  by  their  own  efforta. 
They  must  look  to  the  aid  of  friends  far,  f»r  from  them, 
nor  can  Ihey  inform  those  friends  of  their  situation  and 
■ufferings.  Their  condition  can  be  better  imagined  than 
described.  Their  wives  and  children,  and  parents  and 
ft-iends,  feel  and  suffer  as  friends  must  suffer,  and  wi:uld 
regard  no  sacrifice  too  great,  could  they  afford  relief. 
For  them  1  have  often  applied  to  the  Secrelirics  of  our 
Navy,  hoping  to  obtain  relief.  Aid  has  not  been  refused 
in  terms,  but  promised,  when  ships  could  be  ipsred,  or 
when  (he  IsUnds  could  be  visited  in  some  return  voyage, 
without  departing  too  far  from  the  direct  courtc.  Even 
these  light  proniites  reach  not  the  ears  of  the  unhappy 
ezilea,  for  they  have  no  communion  with  country  or 
fViendsi  but  they  have  eseiled  bope  in  the  bosom  of 
Ibeir  friends,  but  it  has  been  hope  deferred;  il  baa  made 
tbe  heart  aick. 

Our  commerce  and  fishery  in  the  Pacific  demand  pro- 
lection.  The  commerce  and  fisheries  of  England  and 
France  are  very  differently  situated.  They  receive 
protection.  Our  navy  (and  more  ships  are  wanied  in 
those  oceans)  should  visit  those  islands,  and  give  tbe 
moat  conclusive  evidence  ol'  our  power,  which  would 
make  thoae  savages  afrsid  to  perpelrale  cruelly  and 
UKirdert  and  they  should,  also,  by  kindness  and  regard 
to  those  savages,  leach  them  the  just  principles  of  civili- 
zation and  religion,  and  thereby  improve  their  condition 


!t  and  property  of  our  Tellow-n 


Our  navy  is  intended  to  protect  our  country,  th< 
lena  of  the  country,  and  properly  of  Ihe  people.  Our 
citizens  and  property  in  the  Pacific  need  its  support  and 
proteclion,  and  have  a  juat  claim  upon  us  for  it. 

All  the  naval  aasistance  needed  may,  in  my  opinion, 
be  afforded  in  a  short  lime,  without  inconvenience  or 
much  expense,  or  turning  aside  from  (be  main  object 
of  Ihe  expedition.  It  would  he  most  satulary  and  useliil 
lo  diacipline,  instruct,  and  improve,  Ihe  oHcera  of  tbe 
navy.  Nolhing  could  be  belter  calculated  to  prepare 
them  for  the  most  important  lervicei  nothing  so  bad  as 
leave  of  absence,  waiting  ordera.  It  will  be  found  dif- 
ficult for  your  young  men  to  endure  such  temptation 
and  maintain  their  characters.  I  lear  want  of  employ 
will  often  end  in  diahonor  and  ruin.  Lei  ua,  then,  fur- 
nish them  useful  and  professional  employment,  that  they 
mav  protect  and  bonor  themselves  and  Ibeir  country, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  Ihe  force  uf  that  part  of  tbe  re- 
port of  the  comndltee  of  the  Senate  which  recognieea 
and  admits  that,  as  a  nation,  we  are  bound  to  contribute 
something  to  the  stuck  of  general  knowledge  of  get^r*- 
phy,  and  the  description  of  thoae  parla  of  the  globe  yet 
unknown  to  mankind.  Wa  have  explored  no  sea,  but 
we  have  received  and  used  and  profiled  by  the  in- 
formation and  chart*  of  all  other  maritime  naiiona.  If 
we  are  not  bound  by  the  Uw*  of  nations  to  rendera  juad 
pra  gtio,  we  are  bound  by  a  higher  law,  the  law  of  eter- 
nal justice,  having  abundant  mean*  lo  pay  for  benefita 
ihua  received.  Other  nations  have  more  or  la**  explo- 
red oceans  and  marked  and  publiahed  the  rocka  and 
shoals  of  danger,  and  pointed  out  barbors  of  refuge  and 
safely,  and  for  our  benefit  as  well  as  their  own.  Wa 
hold  the  information  a*  an  invaluable  treasure.  Oceana 
and  seas  are  common  high  ways  of  nallana,  and  Iheir  pro- 
ductions are  common  property.  We  enjoy  our  full 
share  of  their  occupation  and  benefils)  shall  we  refuse 
lo  discharge  the  oblrgillona  we  are  under  to  other  na- 
tions as  tenants  in  common  with  us?  Bhall  we  refuse  to 
prosecute  these  explorations  and  aurveya,  and  give  to 
tbe  world  charts  not  heretofore  furnished,  pointing  la 
dangers  to  be  avoided,  harfaota  to  be  sought,  calculated 
to  save  Ihe  lives  and  property  of  men,  and  to  ficililata 
commerce  and  intercourse  with  all  part*  of  ihe  globe  F 

In  every  view  which  I  have  been  able  to  lake  of  thia 
subject,  1  come  to  one  result:  the  proposed  expedi- 
tion hsa  been  too  long  postponed.     The  bill  before  ua 

igbl  to  pass  immediately,  and  the  expedition  ought  to 


acekna,  and  land  adjacent  and  conliguoua,  proposed  to 
be  explored  and  surveyed,  present  a  great  portion  of 
this  globe,  land  and  water,  to  the  enterprise*  and  uaeful 
commerce  of  thoee  who  poaseu  Ibe  ability  to  enjoy  it. 
It  is  calculated,  and  cannot  fail,  to  greatly  extend  and 
enlarge  tbe  faciliiiea  of  commerce  and  buuneas  useful 
lo  all.  Is  there  a  member  here  who  doe*  not  believe 
we  shall  have  our  full  share  of  that  commerce?  And  ia 
there  a  man,  who  haa  examined  the  bearing  and  effecla 
of  Ihe  measure,  that  does  not  perceive  it  is  calculated  to 
benefit  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  !a  truly  national?  E 
forbear  to  add  more  at  present,  and  trust  the  appropri- 
ation will  be  made,  and  that  thecouniry  will  experience 
all  the  advantages  which  have  been  anticipated. 

Mr.  UAWE8  again  opposed  the  propoaitlon.  He 
said  it  went  to  appropriaie  no  lea*  than  (300,000  for  an 
exploring  expedition  to  Ihe  South  seas,  which,  he  was 
aaliified,  was  exceeding  the  power  given  lo  Concteaa 
under  the  conaiilution.  Moreover,  it  ou^bt  not  to  tiave 
been  fixed  upon  a  bill  for  the  naval  aervtcr,  in  Ihe  face 
of  tbe  principle  heretofore  acted  on,  thai  no  sppropria- 
Koa  should  be  inserted  io  any  «f  tbe  bills  for  the  leiTlce 
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aftlM  Government,  but  nieh  u  vere  inthorized  by  an 
cxiilinfr  liw.  ETcrv  propo*iiion  to  amend  the  other 
■pproprntion   billi  had   been   Tcjecled   on    thi*    *ery 

rnd.  Thia  tlone  WM  ■  •uffleieni  irpiraenl  ■jiinlt 
Nor  wiu  he  to  be  |ro*crnfd  In  hu  vote  by  any  luch 
«oniideration  aa  that  the  Ooveramenli  of  Europe  had 
Buthoriied  it.  Aa  well  might  he  be  called  on  to  aire 
tiii  Tole  for  a  atanding'  army  of  one  or  two  hundred 
Ihouund  men  becauae  the  Gorcmment*  of  Europe  au- 
tboriied  Mch  eitabliahmenia.  They  had  their  dukea 
and  Iheir  marquiiea,  and  lorda,  but  that  ia  no  reaaon 
why  we  ah  wild. 

Mr.  HAMER  explained  that  he  bad  not  called  upon 
any  ^ntleman  to  role  for  Ihii  propoiition  becauae  the 
Goremmenti  of  Europe  had  authoriied  limilar  explo- 
ring' expeditioni.  Ue  had  merely  adrerted  to  the  fact 
that  aui^  expedition*  were  not  norcl,  in  replication  to 
the  argument  of  the  genlleman  bimaelf,  that  (hia  wat  of 
■  novel  character. 

Mr.  HAWES  ahould,  however,  in  no  way,  be  govern- 
ed by  what  the  Goremmenta  of  Europe  bad  done.  Ha 
did  not  follow  them  in  their  political  inatltulkinai  nor 
waa  he  diapoaed  to  do  ao  in  any  thing  elae  of  a  ipecula- 
tive  character.  Ha  denied  that  the  beneGta  eonlempla- 
t«d  would  reault  from  Ihia  cxpedilion.  With  reference 
to  the  aurveya  of  Hr.  Hauler,  they  were  valuable,  be- 
cauae they  related  to  our  own  coaat.  Aa  to  Ur.  Peatber- 
■tonbaugh'a  book,  there  waa  not  a  aingle  idea,  not  a  aoli- 
tkry  new  bet  in  i(i  and  thia  waa  the  opinion  of  men  of 
the  Weat  who  had  examined  it.  But  even  if  the  book  waa 
valuable,  it  offered  no  rcaaon  for  the  preaent  prapoHlion. 
Waa  it  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?  it 
waa  not.  So  far  from  it,  he  had  been  given  lo  underatand 
that  that  genlkman  waa  oppoaed  to  ii.  Hr.  H.  really 
emild  not  believe  that  it  would  paia  Ihe  Houie.  If  it 
did,  he  believed  they  ahould  next  have  a  proponlion  for 
a  voyage  of  diacorcry  to  the  moon,  or  of  carrying  out 
tb*  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Haaaachuaetta,  [Hr. 
Abixs,]  for  erecting  light-houaei  in  the  akiea. 

Mr.  PHILLIHS  went  into  a  general  examination  of 
the  aubject.  He  did  not  object  to  granting  the  power 
lo  the  fretideot  to  decide,  though  the  amendment  ero- 
barraaaed  him  aomewhat  in  coming  to  a  concluaion  on 
the  aubject.  He  regretted  that  gentlemen  who  oppo- 
aed Ihia  propoaed  expedition  had  not  made  theraaelvea 
acquainted  with  Ihe  roerlia  and  neceaaiiiea  ofauch  an  cx- 
pedilion I  and  he  went  at  length  into  a  atatement  to  ahow 
that  no  correct  information  waa  in  Ibe  poaacauon  of 
marinera  or  inerchania  conceiDing  Ihe  innumerable  ia- 
landi  of  the  South  aeax.  Reporta  made  by  veiaela  who 
arrived  in  the  countnr,  of  ialanda  and  of  placea  where 
•ther  veaaela  were  left,  often  were  incorrect,  and  could 
never  be  relied  upon.  Indeed,  ao  defective  waa  our 
knowledge,  and  ao  ikngerout  the  navigation  at  the 
South  Pacific  ocean,  from  want  of  informatiuo,  Ihat  it 
waa  impoaaible  for  merchant  ahipa  going  there  for  any 
other  purauit  than  that  of  whaling  lo  obtain  iniurancei 
and  thoae  who  ventured  Ihilhcr  for  the  fiaheriea  or  other 
commercial  objecta  were  obliged  to  auatain  the  whole 
riak  Ihemaelvea.  He  ihougbl  that  great  commercial 
advantagea  would  be  derived  from  a  acientifio  hydro- 
graphic  reaearch  into  the  Southern  ocean.  There  were 
great  treaturea  in  the  ialanda  of  Ihia  resion,  and  it  waa 
only  neeeaaary  to  have  them  explored  to  enable  our 
aeameii  to  take  advantage  of  the  bcnefita  ofiheir  iradet 
and  Ihe  viail  of  a  national  ahip  would  caute  our  nation, 
and  ibe  marinera  «f  our  merchant  ahipa,  lo  be  reapeoled 
by  many  of  the  oativca,  who  are  now  auapicioua  or 
hoatile. 

He  aaid  a  great  amount  of  produce  and  manuftcturea 
waa  annually  flipped  to  thote  aeaa.  The  prioduoe  of  ihe 
Weat  waa  uaed  in  great  quantitica  to  fit  out  the  whale 
■ad  otlier  ahipa;  and  then*  waa  hanily  a  collon  factory 


in  Ihe  counllT  which  had  not  aent  out  their  cotton  gooda^ 
which  were  now  bought  and  uied  for  clothing  by  the 
aavage  inhabitanta  of  thoae  ialanda,  who  return  for  them 
valuable  fura  and  other  productiona.  He  alluded  to 
the  trade  in  Sandal  wood,  shell,  and  other  article*,  which 
are  carried  from  the  Sandwich,  Society,  and  Pejee 
ialanda  to  China,  and  there  exchanged  for  article*  which 
contribute  lo  awell  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  lo  incraaae  Ibe  oomforla  of  our  people. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  wboapoke  of  the 
valuable  prodnctiona  of  bia  own  State,  a  few  daya  alnce, 
might  learn,  if  he  would  conMilt  the  alatialical  paper*, 
that  another  Slate.not  accuatomedtoboaat  of  her  wealth 
or  her  achlevemenla^  annually  reaped  a  larger  amount  of 
wealth  from  the  ocean,  by  her  fiaberiea  and  her  com- 
merce, than  waa  produced  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
upon  her  whole  (oil. 

Ifr.  FaiLLira  then  atatcd  a*  a  fact,  that  many  Ameri- 
can aeamen,  who  had  been  wrecked  or  accidentally  let^ 
liTing  among  thoae  ialanda,  held  ar  -~ 


ialand  if  an  opportunity  ahould  ocmir.  He  Ihourht  it 
worth  ibe  ixpenae  of  the  expedition  to  rocue  their  fel- 
luw^tliieni  from  bondage,  and  to  realorc  them  to  their 
home*  and  their  friend*.  He  alao  urged  the  advantaga 
of  acientific  and  practical  reaearches  into  unknown  re- 
giona  of  ihe  earth.  He  waa  not  diapoaed  lo  diacourags 
the  efforta  of  our  citizena  lo  make  advance*  in  knowledge 
and  aciencei  and  when  a  gentleman  came  forward  with 
a  long-cheriabed  plan,  founded  in  reaion,  and  calculated 
lo  benefit  the  country  and  to  enlighten  the  world,  he 
waa  willing  to  bid  him  God  apeed,  and  to  render  him  all 
reaaonahle  and  proper  aid ,  He  aaid  he  had  often  beard 
remarka  derogatory  to  Ihe  character  of  the  mercanlile 
community,  and  he  had  allowed  them,  aa  be  ahould  in 
future,  to  paaa  in  ailence,  for  he  knew  Ihal  any  one  who 
looked  at  their  enterpriaea  would  find  Ibem  founded  in 
reaaon  and  intelligencei  and  Ihe  reault  of  their  labor 
waa  to  be  found  In  every  inititution,  and  interwoven 
with  every  intereat  of  the  country. 

Hr.  SUTHERLAND  look  the  fioor,  and  niggeHed 
that  he  had  aome  remark*  lo  ofTer,  bul,  aa  ihe  hour  wa* 
late,  and  he  Ihought  ibe  aubjrcl  had  been  auflicienlly 
discuaaed,  he  auppoaed  the  Hauie  would  prefer  to  take 
the  queation,  and  if  auch  wat  ihcir  «i*h  he  would  give 
wayi  hut  if  6ie  debate  wa*  to  be  continued,  he  ahould 
claim  Ihe  floor. 

The  queation  waa  tlien  taken  on  Ihe  amendment,  and 
the  propoaitioii  to  amend  the  Senate'*  amendment,  by 
inserting  tbal  of  the  commillee,  waa  concurred  ip,  with- 

The  queation  recurred  upon  adopting  the  amendment 
aa  amended. 

Hr.  UICKERSON  made  a  few  remark*  in  oppoailion 
to  the  amendment,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  a  report 
made  lo  a  prevlou*  Congre**. 

Mr.  CAHBRKLBNO  begged  the  Houae  not  to  po*t- 
pone  any  longer  a  deciaion  of  the  queilion.  He  aaid  ha 
wa*  not  oppiwed  to  the  cxpedilion,  but  he  waa  aorry  the 
Senate  had  proposed  it  as  an  amendment  lo  the  navy  ap- 
propriation bill.  The  Senate'*  amendment  had  already 
postponed  the  passage  of  the  bill  a  month,  and  he  hoped 
the  amendment  would  be  either  accepted  or  rejected  at 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HAWES,  the  yea*  and  nay*  were 
ordered  on  the  adoption  ofibcainendmenii  andthequea- 
lion  being  taken,  it  wu  decided  in  the  afHrmalive: 
Tea*  93,  nay*  68. 
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the  purpoK  of  coniidering  the  bill  imkinK  •pprapt4a- 
tionl  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  1836,  re- 
turned from  (tie  Senile  with  unendmenti. 

Two  tmendmenti,  one  merely  Terbal,  Mid  (he  olher 
■pproprialing  $300  for  >  medal  ordered  by  ■  former  Con- 
g^reM  (□  be  preiented  to  Gen.  Ripley,  were  concurred  in. 

Ur.  CAUBRELENG  (hen  moved  Id  lay  the  bill  aiide, 
and  take  up  the  fortification  bilti  which  being'  objected 
to,  the  molion  wai  withdrawn. 

The  oommitiee  (hen  roie  and  reported  the  army  bill 
to  tbe  HouK,  with  the  amendmenli;  which  were  coti- 

And  (he  Houte  adjourned. 

TcaiDiT,  Hit  10. 

Mr.  ADAMS  wiihed  to  make  aitalement,  and  receiv- 
ed the  conaent  of  the   Hnuie. 

Ur.  A.  then  read  the  following  p«r*gr«ph  from  the 
Globe: 

"  We  are  informed  that  aeveral  membert  of  Congreu 
have  made  Inquirieaof  the  Preaident  in  relation  to  (he 
fact  ataled  by  Mr.  Adam*  In  debate,  that  he  had  con- 
tailed  him  (then  a  Major  Genenl  in  (he  United  Slatca 
army)  in  regard  lo  Ihe  limlta  alipuUted  in  tbe  treaty  of 
1819,  for  the  Southwestern  frontier  of  the  Union.  We 
are  informed  that  the  Preaident,  in  reply  to  theae  in- 
quiriei^  baa  akid  (hat  Mr.  Adama  muiI  We  fallen  into 
•ODK  miatakei  (hat  be  haa  nol  the  ^iKh(eat  recollection 
of  having  been  conaulted  on  (he  (ubject;  that  be  could 
not  have  expreiied  an  opinion  in  regard  to  (he  atipula- 
tion,  becauae  ba  bad  not  any  exact  information  at  that 
time,  either  in  reffard  to  tbe  topography  of  the  country, 
or  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  claim  let  up  for  it  by  our 
OoverDmenli  and  becauae  (he  only  point  in  the  treaty 
with  which  hia  duliei  a*  a  ruilitiry  man  made  him  ao- 
(juainted  being  Florida,  be  preaamea,  if  conaulted  at  all 
in  relation  (o  the  treaty,  of  which  he  hia  no  recollection, 
it  muat  have  been  in  regard  to  that  Territory," 

Mr.  AniKa  remarked,  wilh  reference  to  the  ttatement, 
that  he  had  only  to  aay,  (hit  of  Ihe  recollection  of  the 
Preaident  with  regard  lo  antecedent  eventa  be  knew 
nothing.  He  could  not  anawer  for  Ihe  accuracy  of  tbe 
Preaident'a  reeollection  of  event*  which  bad  tranipired 
aome  year*  ago;  but,  under  tbia  aUtemen(  of  Ihe  Globe, 
he  felt  called  upon  to  repeat  the  atatement  he  made  on 
Saturday,  and  to  aay  that  the  conaultalion  with  him  waa 
not  as  a  military  commindcr,  though  he  was  at  that  time 
•erving  the  public  in  that  capacity. 

The  treaty  waa  tigned  on  (he  33d  February,  1819, 
andi(  would  be  within  the  recollection  of  many  mem- 
ber* of  tbe  House,  (hat  General  Jackaon  wa*  in  (he  city 
at  that  time.  It  vu  during  that  aeaaon  that  (he  quea- 
tiona  connected  with  tbe  Seminole  war  were  under  difc 
Guanon  in  tbia  and  the  olher  Houaej  and  General  J«ck- 
aoo  was  in  the  city  during  most  of  the  diacutsion.  He 
wai  here  during  the  negotiation,  and  at  or  near  the  time 
ol'  the  signing  of  tbe  treaty.  He  would  now  repeat,  that 
he  was  the  last  penon  in  Mr.  Monroe's  administration 
who  usenled  to  the  provision  respecting  (he  boundary. 
He  did  negotiate  tbe  treaty,  as  wa*  hia  duty,  with  the 
Spaniab  miniiter,  Mr.  Onis.  It  waa  hia  (Hr.  A'a)  prin- 
ciple not  to  concede  any  thing,  territory  or  any  (hing 
else,  which  the  country  then  or  previously  had  cfaimedi 
but  it  wa*  hi*  duty  to  act  under  the  directions  of  Ur. 
Monroe,  hia  superior,  and  be  obeyed  them  strictly. 

The  treaty  w>*  concluded  partly  by  conferencea  with 
Mr.  Onii^  and  partly  by  correspondence!  and  there  waa 
no  conversation  or  communication  made  by  him  to  Mr. 
Onis,  with  which  the  P^sident  waa  not  acquainted;  and 
every  thing  said  by  Hr.  Oni*  w*»  immediately  reported 
lo  the  Preaident.  During  Ihe  whole  negotiation  there 
waa  no  piopseition  to  aurnnder  any  obum  ever  kdvanced  . 


b*  tbe  United  8Ule>,  made  by  bam,  (Mr.  A.)  It  wh 
his  duty  to  negotiate  so  as  to  secure  the  interests  and 
protect  the  rights  of  Ihe  United  State*.  That  WM  bil 
part,  and  be  was  not  tbe  man  to  ahrink  fron  it.  Thai 
WM  the  principle  be  carried  through  tbe  whole  nego- 
tiation, a«  h«  bad  alwaya  done  in  all  cases  when  the  in- 
tereataof  the  country  were  involved,  and  which  were 
committed  to  hi*  chaise. 

But  he  would  come  (o  the  immediate  point.  When 
be  treaty  waa  ready  (o  be  a^ned,  but  lud  not  beea 
signed,  by  the  direction  of  Pretident  Monroe,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  took  the  treaty  to  General  Jackson,  not  as  a 
military  commander,  but  at  •  highly  diatinguiabed  citU 
■en,  whom  the  Preiideat  thought  proper  to  consult. 
He  took  it  to  hia  lodgings,  in  tbe  bouse  then  kepi,  he 
believed,  by  ■  man  nanwd  Slrother,  and  now  kept  ^ 
Fuller.  He  gave  the  treaty  to  General  Jackaon  tor  ba 
examination,  with  tbe  rcqucat  that  he  would  notice  par- 
(icuhirly  the  boundary  therein  establiahed,  and  give  bia 
opinion  at  lo  it*  propriety.  He  (Ur.  A.)  would  asy, 
further,  that  General  Jtckton  kept  (he  treaty  two  or 
three  dayag  it  night  be  not  more  than  onei  be  coold  not 
tax  hia  memory  as  to  the  euct  timet  but  after  a  day  or 
two,  when  he(Ur.  A.)  called  for  ii.  General  Jickaon, 
after  a  deliberate  esiminalion,  returned  it,  wilb  bia 
approbatico  of  that  particubr  boundary. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  proceed*  nf  the  aaleBoflhe  public  lands  of  the 
Uni(ed  Statea,  and  for  granting  land  to  certain  Stalei^ 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  commit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tbe 

Mr.  CARR  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Land*i  and 

Mr.  GILLET  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Iforth  Carolina,  hoped  tbe  sub- 
ject would  be  referred  (o  (he  CMomiKea  of  Ihe  Whole 
on  the  ttate  of  the  Union.  Thia  waa  a  measure  in  which 
the  old  Statea  felt  a  deep  interest,  and  it  waa  a  measure 
requiring  Ihe  prompt  and  speedy  action  of  the  Houar, 
and  therefore  riiould  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tbe  Union.  If  tbe  eubjeet 
^oQld  be  referred  to  (he  Comniittee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  it  would  have  to  come  back  to  the  Comoiiltee  of 
the  Whole.  There  waa  no  tort  of  ntceaaity  to  refer  tbe 
•ubject  to  a  standing  committee,  beeaute  tbe  subject 
bad  occupied  the  attendon  not  only  of  Congress,  but  of 
the  whole  nation,  and  he  waa  deuroua  that  it  should  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  tetsion. 

Mr.  CHAUUERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked  that  he 
was  opposed  to  any  reference  or  diaposiiion  of  the  biU 
(hat  would  delay  or  embarraaa  the  sc(ion  of  Ihe  House 
in  relation  to  it,  or  lead  to  it*  rejection.  The  people  of 
Pennsylvania  have  their  attention  now  directed  to  tbia 
bill,  and  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  legjalation  of 
■hit  House  on  the  lubject  of  the  dittribution  of  tbe  pro- 
ceed a  of  the  public  lands. 

Tbe  Legislsiure  of  that  State  had,  at  their  late  aesMon, 
by  aa  overwhelming  majority,  adopted  reaolntiona  on 
the  subject,  recommending  to  Iheir  Representative*  on 
this  floor  "to  use  (lieir  influence  to  procure  (he  passage 
oF  a  law,  to  distribute  the  proceed*  ariaing,  or  whicb 
may  have  arisen,  from  the  aales  of  the  public  Itnda, 
among  (he  several  States,  in  proportion  lo  Ihe  number 
of  members  from  each  State  in  this  House."  As  one  of 
those  Representatives,  I  am  disposed  to  compljr  with 
this  request,  and  cannot  content  to  ditpoae  of  this  bill 
by  any  reference  (hat  may  defeat  tbe  object  of  its  friend* 
aaaage,  and  with  Ibat  it  may  bavc  nicb 
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m  nfcrence  m  will  allow  iti  eonddcrMioD  by  the  Houm 
ftt  tbe  euliot  timet  *»d>  for  that  purpow,  I  prerer  tha 
refcrMweofit  to  tbe  Coamitlee  of  tbe  Whole  Uouie  on 
the  state  of  the  Unim,  initead  of  ■  reference  to  any  of 
the  itaodii^  oomButteat  ^  the  Home. 

Wbai,  w,  li  to  be  attained  bj  ■  referenoe  to  Ibe 
Coromittee  on  Fublio  Laodi'  li  it  expected  that  that 
commillee  «ill  collect  any  fteti  or  iofbroiBtton,  or  ex* 
hibit  any  reaearcb,  that  will  be  new  to  the  HouKt  or 
that  we  will  be  fumiihed  with  any  espoiiiion  on  tbe 
Mibjeot  that  bu  not  before  been  preiented  to  enlighten 
or  guide  tbe  legiilation  of  fho  Houae?  No.  There  cao 
be  no  Mich  expectatioa.  Thii  lubject  ha*  been  to  re- 
peatedly iDTCitigated  and  diicuned,  in  the  form  of  re- 
port!, apeeohci,  and  meMtgei,  that  the  public,  *•  welt 
a«  Con^reH,  are  in  poneaiion  of  all  tbe  iacts  and  argu- 
ment! m  relation  tu  it,  which  induilry,  reaeareh,  or  in- 
genuity, can  fumUh.  No  one  who  baa  giTen  any  atlen- 
lioo  to  thi*  important  ntbject  can  expect  to  be  aided  or 
enlightened  by  a  report,  «1  thi*  lime,  from  Ibe  Committee 
on  Public  Laodi.  An  examination  and  report  from  that 
committee  would  not  obviate  diKuasion  here. 

But  a  great  objection  to  Ihe  reference  to  thai  com- 
mittee ii,  ihatil  bat  already  prejudged  tbe  question,  and 
preaented  to  Ihe  Houas,  in  ailTance,  Iheir  deliberate 
opinion,  in  tbe  form  of  a  Teport  and  bill,  on  ibe  Giea,  all 
kdverie  to  tbe  proriiion*  and  policy  of  thia  bill.  In  that 
report  the  m^ority  of  that  committee  expreaa  the 
opinion  "that  the  public  landa  ahall  ceaie,  a*  aoon  a« 
praclic»l>le,  to  be  a  lource  of  revenue,  except  for  the 
payment  of  llioae  general  chargea  wbich  grew  out  of 
tbe  landi,  Ibeir  wirrey  and  nie.''  And  with  that  report 
the  committee  lubmitied  a  bill,  now  on  the  calendar,  to 
reduce  tbe  price  of  the  public  Unda,  and  providing  that, 
after  a  certain  lime,  what  remained  uMold  ihould  be 
ceded  to  Ibe  State*  witbia  whoae  limits  those  lands  were. 

Can  they  who  consider  that  ibe  Federal  Government 
holds  those  lands  under  a  troal,  for  tbe  common  benefit 
of  the  people  of  all  the  States,  consent  to  send  this  bill, 
which  lias  passed  the  Senate,  far  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeda  of  those  lands  amongat  all  the  Slates,  to  a  cam- 
nltlee  of  Ibis  House  that  bas  not  only  prejudged  the 
ease,  but  recorded  their  deliberate  opinion  on  tbe  report 
»nd  bill  which  has  emanated  from  thai  committee,  by 
which  the  lands  are  to  be  ceded  eventually  to  the  new 


original  Btatea  for  whose  benefit  Ihe  cessions  of  tboie 
land*  were  made.  And  yet,  sir,  how  have  the  inleresti  " 
those  States  becu  regarded  and  provided  for  in  i 
orgsniiation  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lanii*^  Hi.._ 
they  a  majority  of  Ihe  rnember*  of  that  committee?  No( 
but  three  out  of  the  nine  members  of  that  committee 
are  taken  from  the  thirteen  original  States)  Ibe  other 
six  are  from  the  new  Stales.  Such  is  Ihe  composition 
of  the  committee  that  have  reported  the  bill  providing 
for  a  cession  of  those  lands  lo  those  new  Elates  w'  ■^■- 
whose  limit*  they  are. 

It  is  also  a  circumstance  lo  be  considered,  whether 
thia  measure  i*  lo  be  sent  to  a  comniiltep,  *  majority  of 
whom  repreient  the  claim*  and  interest*  of  the  new 
States,  and  that  Ihe  three  original  Slates  having  the 
largest  representation  on  this  floor — a  representation 
greater  than  one  lliird  of  the  whole  House,  and  entitled 
to  more  than  one  third  of  tbe  proceeda  of  those  landl^ 
in  right  of  representation  or  a  regard  topopuUtion,  vix; 
the  litates  of  New  York,  Penn*ylvaaia„and  Virginia — 
have  not  a  single  member  un  a  committee  baring  charge 
of  tliat  largo  branch  of  the  public  revenue. 

Virginia,  which  made  the  ceaaion  of  a  territory  from 
which  three  States  have  already  been  formed,  and  an- 
other no*  aaking  admission  into  the  Union,  (and  there 
retnaini  of  tbia  territory  enough  to  establish  one  or  i 


State*,}  has  not  a  single  nMmber  on  that  committee  lo 
watch  over  the  trust  which  abe  delegated  in  those  land* 
to  this  GorernnKnt,  ■■  a*  a  eonuDon  fund  for  tbe  use  and 
benefit  of  all  the  United  Slates,  iDemben  of  the  federal 
alliaooe." 

im  unwilling  to  suppoae  that  the  Coromittee  on 
Public  Lands  waa  organized  with  reference  to  tbe  quet> 
tion  of  tbe  distribution  of  the  proceed*  of  tboae  lands.  1 
winimputenoiuchsusplciontoyDUilIr.  Speaker.  In  that 
organization  you  have,  1  believe,  followed  the  praetico 
of  your  predecessors)  and  that  tbe  committee  bad  been 
organiied  with  a  majority  of  members  from  Ihe  Stataa 
having  within  their  limlta  the  public  land*,  from  an  opin- 
ion that  they  were  to  be  occupied  with  questions  of  a 
local  charaoter  in  relation  to  claima,  surveys,  sales,  &c, 
with   which  the  member*  of  those   States  were  more 

I  do  not  object  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Land* 
from  any  want  of  respect  to  that  committee,  wbidi  b 
equally  respectable  with  the  other  standing  committee* 
01  the  House,  having  on  it  member*  of  intelligence,  in- 
dependence, and  iotegrit;-,'  but  I  object  lo  it  as  being 
committed  to  an  opinion  and  policy,  formally  expressed, 
adverae  lo  thia  bill,  and  as  composed  of  members  repre- 
senting interests  and  sectioni  of  these  United  States  at 
variance  itith  the  claims  of  the  old  Slatea.  Nor  atn  I 
able  to  discover  what  i*  to  be  guned  by  a  reference  to 
the  Commillee  of  Wav*  and  Means.  The  public  reve- 
nue, as  derived  from  other  source*  than  tbe  public 
landa,  is  abundantly  ample  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
Govemmenl)  and  it  i*  unnecessary  to  send  this  bill  lo 
that  committee,  that  they  may  report  to  us  Ihe  amount 
of  that  revenue  and  tbe  expenditure*.  The  Hou*e  is 
qualified  to  judge  of  both  from  the  information  fiirniehed' 
by  documents  before  them.  The  reference  lo  either  of 
these  standing  committee*  will  obtain  neither  inform*, 
tion  nor  li^ht  to  aid  Ihe  deliberation*  of  ihi*  Uouae  or 
its  legislation,  whil*t  It  will  occasion  a  delay  which,  at 
Ibis  late  stage  of  tbe  session,  may  obstruct  its  paaaige, 
and  Ihe  postponement  have  the  effect  of  •  rejection. 
To  avoid  delay  and  postponement,  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Coamitlee  of  the  Whole  Houae  on  tbe  state  of 
the  Union,  ao  that  we  may  have  for  it  the  immediate  at- 
tention and  coatideration  of  Ibe  Hauaei.  and,  a*  a  friend 
lo  the  bill,  and  to  promote  lla  paoage,  I  shall  vote  for 
a  reference  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  House,  and 
against  a  reference  lo  either  of  the  ilanding  committees 
proposed. 

Mr,  GBIiNNELL,  of  Maiaachusetis,  said  it  wa*  veH 
known  that  Ihi*  bill  had  been  regarded  by  a  large  por- 
tion of  Ibe  Houae  a*  the  prominent  measure  of  the  *et' 
(ion.  It  had  engaged  the  anxioua  attentian  of  Congrees 
and  of  Ibe  country  for  ycarat  snd  Ihe  lime  had  now  ar- 
rived when  some  aciion,  definite  and  distinct,  should  bo 
hid  upon  it.  The  period  of  the  session,  now  drawing 
near  it*  close,  admonished  them  that  what  is  to  be  done 
should  be  done  ipcedily.  Delay  was  defeat  to  the  mea*- 
urcf  fur  delay  would  prevent  all  direct  action  upon  it. 
Ur.  G.  thtreforc  considered  it  his  duly  to  vote  for  that 
direction  to  Ibe  bill  wliich  should  iiiture  it  an  early,  dis- 
tinct, decided  consideration  and  aciion,  before  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress. 

Under  these  convictions,  he  wss  opposed  to  a  refer- 
ence of  the  bill  to  any  standing  committee  of  the  House, 
where  it  might  be  smothered  and  destroyed,  and  in  titot 
of  referring  it  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe 
stale  of  the  Union.  Subjecis  sre  referred  to  commit- 
tees to  elicit  information,  to  enlighten  the  House.  Why, 
be  aikrd,  should  Ibis  bill  be  sent  lo  the  Cummitlee  on 
tbe  Public  Land*?  No  one  looked  for  an  array  of  ffcU 
from  that  coromittee  which  were  not  familiar  to  tbe 
Houaei  and  whatever  reasoning  it  might  present  in  a  re- 
port, (and  he  bad  great  respect  for  it*  membir*,)tbG 
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BouM  wu  certainlr  coni|)cten',  without  Ibeir  aid,  lo 
diieuuMul  decide  upon  the  iDMnire. 

Beude*,  (Mr-  O.  Mid,)  it  li  trur,  u  itkted  bjr  the  ge-a- 
tlcram  limn  Penmrlnni*,  itui  committee  hu  pwed 
upon  the  Mbjecli  w  I  conilder  it — tliit  committee  i*  ■!■ 


[iiinciple  and  opention,  idverie  to  Ihli  diitributi 
numuch  u  it  conlempUted  the  reduction  of  the  price 
or  the  pobtic  domain,  and  uttimalely  the  reiinquiibment 
of  large  portiona  of  it  to  the  Statei  in  which  it  ii  utualed. 
Mr.  G>  aaid  we  have,  therefore,  Ifaeir  will  before  ua  on 
IbitMbject. 

The  bill  ahould  cerlainlj  not  be  tent  to  a  committee 
decidedly  oppoaed  and  pledged  before  the  country 
againat  ita  provitiona. 

Ur.  G.  ajked  why  the  Committee  of  Wafi  and  Meant 
ahould  have  tbia  bill  to  be  buried  there'  Waaany  Infor- 
malion,  any  facta  bearing  upon  the  aubjecl,  expected 
from  auch  a  referenced  True,  the  bill  had  reference  to 
finance,  to  the  alale  of  Ibe  Treaiuryi  but  had  not  the 
HonM  before  it  all  infurmation  reipccting  llie  rerenue 
which  could  poa«bty  be  expected.*  That  cDmmitteo  had 
received  their  eatimatea  from  the  Departmcnla.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Trcaaury  bad  made  repeated  reporia  to 
bolh  Houara  reipccting  the  financea,  and  the  committee 
bad  made  their  appropriation  bill^  and  tfae  accruing 
rerenue  for  the  year  and  exiating  uirplus  were  well  un- 
dentood.  The  condition  of  the  Trcaaury  could  not  be 
belter  known  lo  the  Uouae  tlim  it  wai  at  that  moment. 
A  reference  to  the  Commitiee  of  Wayi  and  Meanl, 
therefore,  could  be  productive  of  no  gocd,  but  only  of 
delay  and  defeat  la  (he  meaaure.  The  bill  abould  not 
be  aent  to  ila  cnemlea. 

But,  air,  (Mid  Ur.G.,)  in  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  bill  may  be  apeedily  reached  and  acled  upon,  and 
tbere  it  muit  neceaMrily  go  for  dlacuiaion  before  ita  p»- 
aage. 

Mr.  G.  nid  be  felt  (he  more  urgent  on  (hi*  (opic  be- 
cauae  the  people  of  the  Stitc  he  in  part  rcpmented  felt 
a  deep  and  anxioua  intereat  in  (he  meaaure.  The  Legia- 
hture  of  Maaaachuaetta  had  repeatedly  expremed  ila 
aenie  of  iti  clear  juatice  and  importance.  Other  Statea 
had  done  the  nme.  The  country  wai  alive  to  it.  We 
bad  reached  •  criaii  in  our  aRairt  which  aeemed  to  de- 
mand a  meaaure  of  (hia  character.  If  gentlemen  were 
willing  to  meet  the  queilion  at  all,  no  delay  ahould  be 
allowed.  The  rerenue  from  Ihe  public  Undh  not  re- 
quired  for  the  wanti  of  (he  Government — the  common 
properly  of  (he  nation,  and  fail  accumulating — ahould  be 
reatored  to  the  people  in  (lie  juat  and  equal  meaaure 
pnirideil  by  the  bill.  He  again  appealed  lo  (lie  Houae 
lo  place  it  in  llie  moat  favorable  COndilioo  for  diviaion, 
■nd  he  hoped  and  trusted  thia  great  and  uaeful  meaiure 
might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HAUER  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  (he 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Ueana  would  prevail.  He  could 
not  aee  Ihia  mailer  in  the  light  in  which  aome  gentlemen 
teemed  to  view  it.  It  waa  aaid  by  tome  genilemen  that 
the  aubject  ought  not  (o  be  delayed.  He  would  aak, 
why  thouU  it  not  be  delayed'  Upon  what  principle  did 
(hia  bill  proceed.'  It  proceeded  upon  ihe  principle  thai 
there  wai  a  lurplui  of  Ihe  putilic  money  in  the  Treaaury, 
and  (hat  there  would  be  a  aurplua  for  aome  lime  to  come, 
above  what  wai  wanted  lo  carry  on  the  operationi  of  the 
Governmeni.  Well,  in  order  lo  ascertain  (hit,  ouglit 
not  the  appropriation  bill)  to  be  acted  upon  and  aettled ' 
because  until  then  no  one  could  aay  whether  there  would 
be  any  aurplua  at  all  lo  di^lribute.  You  hjive  billi  before 
the  Houae  appropriiling  many  milliona  of  dollara,  prr- 
hapt  enough  to  cover  the  wliole  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treauiry.  Congrcaa  ahould  firat  hcI  upon  llioie  billa,  to 
that  it  wuuld  be  aeen  vliat  (he  aurplua  w»i  because  it 


might  be  t| 

about)  oi,  i-  „  ,  -         

talking  about  for  political  elFect.  He  would  Mk.  why 
not  send  it  to  Ihe  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heana?  be- 
cauir  it  waa  directly  appertaining  to  the  rerenoe  of  ttte 
country  and  the  public  treaiure  of  the  nation.  That 
committee  ought  to  make  a  report  ai  to  the  conditico  of 
Ihe  revenue  arising  from  cuitoma,  aa  well  aa  from  the 
ealea  of  the  public  land).  It  mi^t  be,  if  Ibe  measure 
WM  lo  paaa,  that  you  would  have  to  modify  your  lariJT 
laws.  Helnialed  ■  majorily  of  the  Houae  would  concur 
in  aending  Ihe  bill  to  theComnutteeof  Wayiand  Meena. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  CausBtM}  a^- 
ed  ifil  waa  neceaaary  that  they  thmild  have  any  inforni*- 
tion  front  one  of  the  standing  committee*.  Mr.  H.  Mid 
it  ought  to  be  referred,  for  Ihe  purpoae  oT  coltecling 
auch  information  a*  to  enable  them  to  act  undentand- 
ingly.  They  ought  to  wait,  to  aee  whrt  diepovtion 
would  be  made  of  other  important  billti  thu  tbey  would 
be  able  to  act  undertiandingly  and  prompllyi  but,  be- 
fore they  should  act  upon  i1,  they  chouki  know  what 
amount  of  money  Ihey  wouM  be  likely  lo  have  in  Ihe 
Treaaury. 

Mr-REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  remarked  thai  any  branch 
of  the  aubjecl  of  the  public  lands  wai  important  and 
intercaling  to  the  people  of  the  SUte  of  Illinois,  and 
particularly  lo  the  aeclion  of  the  State  which  he  had  Ihe 
honor  to  repreaent  in  Congress.  On  thia  connderation 
he  would  detain  Ihe  Houae  for  a  few  minulea.  He  con. 
lidered  the  reference  of  the  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  having 
for  iu  object  Ihe  dialributionof  Ihe  proceeda  of  the  wie 
of  Ihe  public  land*,  ought  lo  be  made  to  the  Comnitles 
on  the  Public  Landa.  He  had  not  long  been  a  member 
of  thia  Houae,  and  had  not  much  attended  to  the  amall 
details  of  bualncaai  but,  aa  far  aa  he  obaerved  the  prog- 
reaa  of  buaineai,  all  tubjecta  were  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate commiiteea.  Tliia  course  ia  founded  on  loujd 
reason  and  good  tenae.  The  commiiteea  become  bmil- 
iar  wiih  the  aubjecta  on  wbicb  they  act;  and,  by  ■  laag 
courae  of  examination  of  tubjeoU  of  a  cerlun  claa^  the 
committees  become  more  acquainted  with  the  bumeM 
before  Ihem,  and  more  intelligent  and  able  to  decide 
correctly  in  (he  cI«m  of  cases  aubmi(ted  to  them.  The 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  became  more  acquainted 
with  the  lawi  of  the  land,  and  the  proper  ooosirucliona 
lo  be  given  to  the  law*  and  the  conatiiuiian,  than  any 
other  commitiee  could  be.  The  aame  reaaoning  will 
apply  to  any  and  all  other  committees.  The  aubject 
before  the  Houae  is  more  immediately  connected  with 
the  tuMect  of  the  public  lands  than  it  it  lo  any  other, 
and,  ofcourae,  ahould  be  referred  to  the  Comtnittee  on 
the  Public  Landa.  It  may  be  that  the  committee  may 
amalgamate  the  two  propoaitions — one  to  graduate  the 
price  of  the  public  landa,  and  the  other  the  diatributioo 
of  the  proceeda  of  the  tale.  He  aaid  he  knew  not  what 
would  be  the  course  of  the  committee  on  that  subject, 
but  he  would  not  be  aurprlaed  if  the  Houae  would  adopt 
auch  a  courae  aa  lo  unite  the  two  propotitioni.  On  thia 
subject,  he  aaid,  he  knew  not  the  opinion  of  Ibe  com- 
mitleci  but  they  may  adopt  auch  course,  and  it  would 
not  be  amiis  to  let  them  act  on  Ibe  prapoaition. 

Mr.  B.  »id  he  waa  anxioua  that  the  House  would  act 
on  every  propoailion  connected  with  Ihe  lubject  of  ihe 
public  land*  during  the  preaent  seulon  of  Congrcaa.  He 
did  not  want  Ihe  subject  to  remain  open  any  longeri  he 
wanted  the  people  lo  know  at  once  what  lo  depend  on. 
It  wai  aaid  tha^thia  aubject  waa  held  up  be'bre  Congreaa 
and  the  people  for  a  hobby  to  ride  on.  Candidatea,  it 
li  aaid,  mount  it,  and  on  it  whip  into  office.  On  Ihia 
consideration,  and  for  Ihe  good  of  the  people,  he  was 
anxtou',  very  anxioua,  lo  bring  Ihe  lubjeel  to  a  poailivc 
close  ihii  aeaaion.  It  waa  on  Ihia  conaideraiion  he  voted 
t  ihii  dayagaintt  coming  la  actrlala  adjiiumment  of  Cor.- 
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grta  before Ihii  and  other  tmporttnt  meaiurei are  icted 
nn.  He  would  rather  remain  here  until  October  next 
than  Id  go  home  without  aelinK  on  these  meMuret.  It 
wai  due  to  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  ind  ptrtieu- 
Urlj  lo  the  people  of  the  new  Btilet,  to  gWc  Ihem'a 
diKunion.  He  tolreited  it  alrongly,  that  every  aubject 
relating  lo  the  public  land*  ihuald  be  acted  on  with  all 


The  KCntl 
objecit  to  the  Committee  on  t\\e  Public  Landi. 
competed  oF  membera  from  the  new  Btatea,  who  are  not 
friendly  lo  the  propoiition  to  diitribule  Ihe  proceedi  of 
the  Mlea  of  the  public  land*.  The  committeea  are  ^n- 
crally  compoaed  of  member*  who  are  mare  eonremni 
wiib  Ihe  tubj eel-matte ra  that  are  appropriate  totheeoro- 
mitteei.  The  Committee  on  Commiroe  ti  compoaed  of 
membera  from  the  Atlantic  Stale*.  Not  one  'n,  a*  far  ai 
he  recollect*,  laken  front  Ihe  weat  of  the  mountaina,  but 
are  taken  from  that  repon  of  counlrj'  where  Ibey  are 
more  converaant,  aad  are  preaiuned  to  know  more  about 
the  principle*  of  commerce  than  any  other  member*.  It 
■a  BO  with  the  member*  compoting' the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Land*)  Ihey  are  generally  taken  from  the  Statea 
in  which  the  public  domain  ia  aituated.  The  formation 
of  the  commillee  can  make  no  objection  to  Ihe  refer- 
ence of  the  hilt  Id  that  committee.  Ha  could  not  agree 
with  hi*  friend  from  Ohio,  [Hr.  HA»a,]  that  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Wiya  and  Mean*  wan  the  most  appropriate 
committee.  II  i*  true,  the  proceed)  of  the  aate  of  the 
land*  i^ght,  in  a  alight  ^'Kree,  apperuin  to  the  legiti- 
mate buaineaa  of  that  committee)  but  the  public  landa 
wrre  Ihe  lubatntDm  on  which  all  were  erected,  and 
were  properly  referrlble  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Land*.  Tbi*  waaa  aubject  of  grave  import,  and  on  that 
conikleration  thould  be  acted  on  by  the  committee  llial 
did  know,  and  were  preatimed  to  hnow,  all  the  variou* 
bearing*  of  all  mbjecta  in  any  wiae  connected  with  the 
public  landa.  Therefore,  he  hoped  Ihe  hill  would  be 
referred  to  Ihe  appropriate  comntitlee,  the  Commillee 
on  the  Public  Land*. 

Mr.  GARLAND  aaid  he  wM  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  refer  thii  bill  to  the  Commillee  of  the  Whole 
Houae  on  the  atate  of  the  Union.  It  ia  not  many  daya 
(•aid  Hr.  O.)  aince  we  were  told  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  bill*  invoicing  lOme 
of  the  ■lronKe*tcon*tiiutional  principle*  thai  could  poeti- 
bly  *ri**,  that,  at  thia  tlage  of  the  aenion,  even  the  ref- 
erence of  important  billilo  Ihe  Commilteeof  the  Whole 
waa  a*  much  a*  lo  declare  the  destb-warrant  of  Ihoae 
bill*)  and  alill,  lir,  it  ia  urged  now,  not  only  that  the 
denial  of  such  a  reference  tbould  be  had,  but  that  tliii 
bill  ibouldbe  sent  to  committees  that  are  pledged  agii nit 
Ihe  principlea  of  the  bill  ao  referred  to  them.  What, 
air,  1*  the  detign  of  a  motion  to  refer  a  bill  to  one  of  Ihe 
atanding  committees  of  thia  Houaef  It  la  generally  to 
elicit  information  on  a  aubject  not  well  underatood.  Is 
that  Ihe  fact  in  relation  lo  ine  bill  before  you?  Certainly 
not)  for  there  baa  been  no  queltion  preaented  lo  Ihe 
nation  for  the  last  ten  yeara  of  deeper  intereit  to  the 
people,  or  that  haa  occupied  more  of  the  attention,  not 
only  of  the  peoplt,  bul  of  their  re preaenl alive*.  Nor 
ia  thia  all.  It  ia  a  fact  known  by  their  report  made  lo 
thia  Houae,  and  by  their  bill  offered,  and  now  upon  your 
file*,  that  the  CommitteE  on  Public  Landa  i*  pledired 
aninal  thia  propoaition.  All,  then,  that  I  aik  >f,  that 
tEi*  bill  may  be  placed  in  Ihe  aarae  poution  a*  the  one 
that  has  been  reportedby  thai  committee,  whose  opinion 
ha*  been  already  eiprcsaed  to  thi*  Houae.  How  can 
you  arrive  at  aueh  a  reauli,  but  by  taking  ihii  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ataie  of  the  Union,  and 
making  it  the  apecial  order  of  the  day,  with  the  same 
bill  on  thi*  iubjeet  already  on  your  (ilea,  and  then  let 
the  qucition  be  decided  a*  argulDeiit  and  judgment  *ImU 
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Houae  to  meet  the  queition  bold- 
ly, and  for  gentlemen  lo  aland  or  fall  by  the  reaaon  in 
Ibis  c>»e,  what  argument  can  be  offered  why,  when  yon 
have  had  a  report  on  this  very  aubject,  you  should  not 
take  thi*  bill,  sent  to  us  by  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  Ihe 
Legislature,  refer  it  to  Ihe  same  Committee  of  the  Whole 
that  has  been  ehai^d  with  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  leave  the  two  propositiona 
lo  Bland  or  fall  by  their  comparalive  merits?  T  **k  you, 
■ir,  if  the  design  i*  to  settle  thi*  question,  whether  Ihi* 
is  not  Ihe  course  which  must  present  itself  to  the  judg- 
ment and  coniiderat  ion  of  every  man? 

We  are  told  we  should  send  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  Way*  and  Means.  And  for  what  purpose?  Why,  it 
is  a  queatlon  of  Bnance.  I  grant  it  i*.  I  know  not 
whether  the  honorable  gentleman  who  stands  at  Ihe 
head  of  that  committee  does  or  does  not  speak  Ihe  senti- 
ments of  the  m^ority  of  that  committee  on  all  aubject*. 
If  be  does,  a  reference  of  this  question  to  Ibat  commiltee 
ia  lo  declare  Ibat  you  reject  Ihit  bill:  for,  only  a  few 
days  since,  on  a  proposition  (o  arm  your  forliflealbna, 
he  boldly  took  the  ground  that  there  were  no  funds,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  funds  for  dlatribution  among  Ihe 
several  Slate*,  in  anyahspe  wh*tever.  Here,  (hen,  you 
are  called  on  to  aay  that  you  will  commit  thia  bill  to  a 
commillee,  the  chairman  of  which  baa  declared  that  he 
i*  opposed,  not  only  lo  Ihe  principles  of  that  bill,  bul  of 
every  bill  the  object  of  which  1*  to  distribute  any  por- 
tion of  the  forty  milliona  now  in  your  Treasury  among 
Ihe  people  of  Ifaese  Stale*.  And  is  this  an  argument  tu 
vrett  a  bill  from  the  proper  course,  where  it  will  be 
placed  side  by  side,  lo  try  iti  comparative  strength  with 
that  of  the  bill  now  on  your  table?  why  this  question 
should  be  committed  to  a  committee,  the  chairman  of 
which  hai  declared  himself  hosliie  to  every  feature  of 
Ibis  bill? 

No  man  in  thi*  hall  can  be  dead  lo  the  fket  that  we 
have  diver*  project*  on  band  for  the  dialribution  ofilie 
public  revenue,  or,  rather,  for  ita  «hau*tion,  other  than 
that  for  the  distribulion  among  the  Statea.  I  will  not 
sneak  of  the  pa**ibility  of  the  passage  of  all  these  law*, 
although  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
H^MiB.]  It  may  not  be  the  pro|ier  occaaion  to  do  so, 
but  I  will  say  that  of  the  many  projeett  here  presented, 
there  it  not  a  nun  in  thia  Houae  prepared  lo  vole  in  favor 
of  all  of  them.  I  will  say  more-  Paa*  them  all — extrav- 
agant, araateful  aa  aome  ire,  and  unjust  as  are  others, 
pas*  them  all — push  the  extravagaticea  of  your  Gorern- 
ment  to  Ihe  laal  point  of  profusion)  and  when  you  have 
done  all  this,  when  you  have  accomplished  the  most  that 
legislation  can  accomplish,  you  cannot  employ  enough 
of  Ihe  fundiuponany  public  works  that  can  be  projected 
Id  use  the  revenue  of  your  country  as  fast  aa  it  will  flow 
in  upon  you.  No,  sir,  you  cannot,  by  any  system  of  ex- 
Iravsgsnt,  wasteful,  expenditure  that  has  been  deviseil, 
you  cannot  suck  up  your  income  at  fast  aa  it  will  be 
poured  into  your  cofTerSj  and  no  man  here  will  risk  hii 
reputation  by  saying  that,  with  all  your  public  worki, 
and  with  evuyacbemeofespenditure  likely  lobe  adopt, 
ed,  there  can  be  a  reasonable  doubt  bat  that  you  can 
appropriate,  of  that  revenue,  from  twenty  to  thirty  mil- 
lions, and  every  department  of  your  Government  will  go 
on  without  the  leaat  hinderance. 

Why,  then,  are  we  called  on  to  consider  the  pottibili- 
ty  of  a  want  of  funds.'  Is  it  lo  create  in  this  community 
a  belief  that  Ihe  exigencies  of  your  Government  require 
that  your  fund*  should  be  kept  on  hand?  Sir,  it  is  a 
hard  matter  for  any  Government  la  surrender  the  pos- 
er of  moneyi  and  there  are  those  in  this  country  who 
feel  that  when  they  shall  once  have  entered  on  the  aya- 
tem  of  diatribution  which,  unce  the  year  1S39,  haa  been 
promiMd  to  our  people,  from  that  Tery  nHUnent  thae 
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would  no  longer  be  [iiilVtoiii  M  commMd,  to  be  UMd  u 
the  eilgenciei  of  the  Governnient  or  the  part^  may  re- 
quire. When  that  diitribution  aball  hare  been  once 
made,  it  muit  be  cantioued  lo  long^  ai  the  Hale  of  the 
Traaauiy  will  warrant  it,  and  no  man  here  will  dare  to 
riie  in  hii  pUce  and  reruse  It.  And  ihouid  the  want*  of 
the  eauntiy  ever  require  fundi  beyond  ita  income,  th« 
Stitei,  wiih  a  liberality  which  has  alwayi  chiraclerixed 
them,  will  pour  out  at  the  foot  of  your  OoTerameat 
whatever  ita  wanti  miy  require. 

Bend  the  bill,  then,  to  the  Commiltee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  lUie  of  tlie  Union;  pbce  it  along  with  the  billa 
on  your  table,  and,  ai  I  before  aaid,  lei  Ihem  atand  or 
fall  by  their  comparative  merits, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  addreaaed  the  Chair  aa  follow!; 

Ur.  Speaker:  The  acTeral  propoaitiona  aub milted  to 
the  eonaidention  of  the  House,  which  have  respect  to 
the  dlapotttion  to  be  given  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
for  the  distribution  of  tbe  prooeeda  of  the  public  landa, 
demand  somewhat  more  than  ordinary  attention.  The 
fabiect-matteF  which  they  Involve  is  deeply  inlereillnK 
to  the  people  and  to  the  States  of  this  Union.  Uy  col- 
league, who  has  preceded  me,  [Hr.  GaiHaaLL,]  hai 
very  properly  adverted  to  the  resolutions  of  ibe  Legis- 
lature of  HssMMhuselta,  presented  here  the  present  ses- 
^n,  Instnicting  her  Senators  and  requesting  bcr  Rep- 
resentative* to  advoostc  the  principles  of  the  bill  upon 
your  table.  It  needed  not,  sir,  this  authority  from  a 
■ourca  St  all  limes  eniilled  to  my  bighett  respect^  to 
secure  my  humble  eSbrtl  in  support  of  the  object  of 
that  bill,  ioasmuch  as  a  dictate  of  duly  and  Ibe  moa 
vioui  perception  of  right  wem  to  nte  to  require  tbe 
neasure.  In  whatever  1  may  now  aay,  I  therefore  no 
loss  fulfil  my  own  sense  of  penonal  obligation,  tban 
ebeerfully  obey  tbe  voice  of  those  who  have  thought 
proper  apeoiilly  to  declare  the  inlereili  of  the  Stale  in 
the  rastter. 

The  question  immediately  before  the  House  I  under- 
•land  to  be  one  of  reference  only,  with  a  vie*  to  pve 
direction  to  the  ultimate  action  of  this  body  upon  Ihe 
merits  of  the  bill.  1  am  fully  aware  that,  opon  thia  pre. 
liminsry  movement,  it  ia  not  competent  to  discui*  the 
provisions  of  tbe  bill  itself.  Bui  it  is  not  to  be  unbeed- 
•d  that  the  decision  which  shall  be  hsd  upon  the  various 
Motions  which  have  been  aucoessively  submitied  iB«y 
lift*e  an  imporUnt  bearing  upon  tbe  diaposition  of  the 
prinwpal  measure.  Varioui  propositions  are  before  the 
House.  One  gentlemsn  moves  to  tend  tbe  bill  lo  the 
Coatmittee  on  Public  Landsi  another  to  give  it  to  the 
CoBmitlce  of  Ways  and  Heanst  and  a  third  lo  commit 
it  to  Ibe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unioo.  Has  it  been  aufGciently  regarded  that,  however 
the  reference  shall,  in  Ibe  lirtt  instance,  be  made,  it  will 
and  must  oume  totheaante  point  at  latl^  This  bill 
be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  is  lo  be 
conridered  upon  its  meriU  at  all.  U  this  not  so,  Ur. 
Speaker^  The  bill  proposes  an  sppropriation,  and  a 
large  appropriation,  to»-lbat  of  tbe  milliona  of  surplus 
from  one  of  the  great  sources  of  national  revenue.  It 
no  leas  psrtskes  of  the  cbarseler  of  an  appropriation 
bill,  because  it  purports  to  be  for  the  purpoee  of  distri- 
bution. The  distribution  of  tbe  revenue,  by  an  act 
taking  it  from  the  Treasury,  is  in  itself  an  appropriation 
.  of  ii,  and  the  object  of  the  bill  upon  the  table  ia  but  U 
direct  that  appropriation  to  tbe  use  of  the  Siatea.  What 
•ver,  therefore,  might  be  the  report  of  either  of  the 
■laading  committees  lo  which  it  ia  proposed  to  be  sent, 
the  House,  by  one  of  its  invariable  rules,  never  departed 
from,  must  go  into  Commitlee  or  the  Whole  upon  that 
report,  unless,  indeed,  it  shall  refuse  to  consider  the 
bill,  in  other  words,  ^alt  reject  It  without  eonaiderelion. 
If  1  am  wrong  in  this  view  of  llie  order  of  business, 
tinder  tbe  rides  awl  prMiice  of  the  Houae,  I  beg  to  b« 


corrected  by  the  Cbair,  or  the  experience  of  tbe  oldeat 
niembert  on  this  floor. 

Assuming,  then,  that  a  bill  which  propoaei  an  appro- 
priation of  ihe  public  money  musi,  from  its  obaracter, 
at  an  earlier  or  later  stsgo  of  its  progreai,  come  Inlo  * 
Commiitee  of  tbe  Whole  House,  what  are  the  reason* 
for  sending  it  intermediately  to  either  of  the  standing 
committeear  Thegentlemai)  from  Indiana,  [tlr.C*>a,] 
who  moved  its  reference  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Lantb,  assigned  no  special  Inducement  lo  gire  it  that 
destination.  II  aurely  docs  not  fall  within  the  appro- 
priate and  specified  dotiea  of  that  committee  to  inquira 
Into  Ihe  dlspodlion  whicb  ibaU  be  made  of  tbe  revenue* 
of  the  country,  Irom  whatever  louroe*  derived,  whether 
from  the  sale*  of  the  publia  land^  rather  than  impoata 
and  dutica  upon  tbe  commerce  of  tbe  Mation.  The  eon- 
dilionof  the  public  doawnt  the  proper  mode  of  it*  man- 
agement and  diaponlioni  it*  tuim  lo  Ihe  QovemmenI 
and  tho  people,  cilher  a*  a  nwan  of  nadonal  wealth  in 
ita  productivanea*  to  the  Treasury,  or  as  conducive  to 
the  strength  and  power  of  the  eountry,  in  ilf  Bapadlf 
totnsUin  an  extended,  virtuous,  and  free  population, 
are  the  aubject*  legilhaalely  within  the  province  of  that 
commiitee,  and  tush  bitherts  have  been  regatded  a* 
the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction.  As  an  humble  mevber 
of  the  oommHtee,  (said  Hr.  L.)  I  would  not  be  eoosid- 
ered  as  disdalming  the  custody  of  any  matter  which  lb* 
House  nwy  commit  to  iu  charge.  1  Irost  I  feel  a*  high 
respect  for  the  intelligence,  industry,  and  capacity,  of 
my  honorable  aaaoc'wtea,  aa  any  gentleman  on  tiM  floor. 
I  anggcst  no  distrust  of  tbe  ability  and  fidelity  wilh  which 
they  would  apply  themselves  to  any  delegated  Inwtiand 
I  trust  it  will  be  considered  in  no  wis*  inconsistent  with 
a  aentiment  of  the  truest  pcrwmal  refard  toward)  them, 
that  t  now  object  to  any  suppa*ed  peculiar  qualification 
which  they  poM*s*  for  the  lnve«tlg*tion  of  the  preciae 
matter  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  be 
referred  to  their  consideration.  Does  any  honorable 
member  of  this  House  look  to  iba  Cmpmiilee  on  Pnhlie 
Lands  for  instruction  on  a  question  of  the  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue?  What  mean*  of  iofbrBalion  do 
this  committee  enjoy,  which  sre  not  eommoo  lo  every 
one  within  Ihe  sound  of  my  voiecr  Whereliire,  I  again 
ask,  mska  thia  reference?  Whal  cmaexion  havs  Iha 
public  land^  their  management,  the  gradualioii  of  the 
priees  of  these  lands,  or  Ihe  surrender  of  them  to  the 
Staica  in  which  they  Be,  or  any  other  propoaed  IroiM- 
diate  or  prospoetiva  measore  in  relation  lo  the  publio 
domain,  with  the  appropriatioii  of  money  from  th* 
Treaiury)  The  reference  In  ibe  bill  to  Ibe  landa  is  bat 
to  one  of  Ihe  iouroea  of  supply,  and  for  the  purpose 
only  of  determining  the  quantum  of  aurplu*  proper  to  be 
set  apart  for  dialnbution.  Can  the  honorable  chur- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  or  either  or  all 
of  his  aaaociaCes,  be  better  advised  than  any  other  of  thia 
committee  of  ihe  HouseP  Sir,  the  question  involved  in 
the  bill  has  nothing  lo  do  with  At  dutiea  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lai^  It  is  not  within  the  province  of 
tbeir  inquiry,  and  will  most  Inapproprialcly,  be  referred 
to  their  cognimncc. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  ^Ur.  Oillkt]  seems 
toadmit  Ihe  correctness  of  this  view  of  the  aubJMt,  and, 
in  Buhnilting  hie  motion  to  refer  the  bill  lo  tho  Commit, 
lee  of  Way*  and  Htana,  u^i  the  oonaideration  that  the 
propoaed  dislribution  has  relation  to  the  revenue  of  (be 
eounlrvi  and  ahculd  therefore  receive  Ihe  primary  ri- 
smination  of  those  who  are  cspeoi^ly  charged  with  the 
duly  of  inquiring  inlo  its  neccaaary  appropriationa.  This 
position  might  be  tenable  if  the  inquiry  were  st  all  cesen- 
tial  to  the  determination  of  Ihe  fact  that,  after  cverir 
appropriation  required  for  the  ordinary  or  extraordinary 
expenditure*  of  the  Government,  a  surphi*  greater  than 
tbe  bill  proposea  lo  dialribule  voald  m'" ''      "'- 
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I  iniit,  whh  the  honorable  gentleiMn  from  New  York, 
berore  me,  [Mr.  GBASgn,]  who  hu  JihI  rcMmed  h» 
M«t,  that,  un  tbii  point,  there  on  be  neither  donbt  dot- 
bonnt  difference  of  opinion  in  tbi«  HooM.  Let  Ibe  ap- 
pTopriitloM  be  u  liberal  u  tbow  own  kfitb  of  the 
public  treuort  mty  dwe  to  rot*  Ibetni  let  evet?  bill 
nov  OT  jour  (able  be  paieed,  and  creiy  propontion 
widcb  an;  {fentlemaB  has  yet  •erloariy  made  be  auitain- 
ed,  atin,  air,  I  pledge  rararif  the  cloee  of  the  aeaaion  will 
leave  a  larwe  iUFphia  Diidiapoaed  of,  and  tbereafter  tar- 
tbM  gTMtfy  to  aoeumuUte,  eaoept  br  the  interreniion 
of  the  operation  of  tbe  bill  nnier  connderaiton,  or  the 
application  at  aoitie  othef  principle  of  diatribution.  No 
one  can  be  hard;  enouch  to  denj  Ihla.  There  exiaii  at 
tbia  verj  moBent  a  bnlaiMM  of  more  than  tfairtv  miillan* 
of  dollan  on  the  book!  of  tbe  Treeaaryi 

'    '        "  "be  people 

T  wilb  the 

*  by 

the  country  F 

The  rerenue  of  the  corrent  year  U  eatimated  by  tbe 
Department  grtatly  to  escoed  the  expenditurei^  and  the 
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telligent  and  req>oniible  repfeaeutaiive  of  tbe  pe< 
will  venture  to  My  that  thU  flat  aan,  tofetber  wilb 
aecTuing  revenue,  can  b«  abtertttd  by  tlte  occaBon 


:o  tbe  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Meant  for  a  report  of 
faeta  already  known  to  every  member  of  thia  Houae? 
Rive  we  Dot  the  reporta  of  the  Secretary,  ihowing  tbe 
Mate  of  the  TreatutV,  before  ui^  Ar«  not  tbe  appro- 
priation billa  upon  our  dcaka?  And  allowing  tonie  mil- 
ilona  for  accidenta  and  eontir^cncie*  for  reprtaiing  In- 
dian hoatilitiea,  and  the  glory  n  our  anna  in  miNtary  ez> 
pediiion^  and,  moreover,  for  tbe  policy  of  partf  in  tbe 
gratiBcation  of  a  aew-bcnn  leal  for  national  defeneei, 
who  doTt  not  aee  that,  afker  all,  there  i*  alill  enough  to 
latiarj  the  proviaion*  of  thit  bill,  and  to  ap*re>  Hr. 
Speaker,  the  country  it  neither  to  be  deluded  nor  abuaed 
Intbta  matter.  The  aurplut  eiiilt,  and  ia  daily  augment- 
ing. The  Qoverntikent  want*  H  for  no  leintinate  uaea. 
If  it  it  not  lo  be  dittribated  by  law,  it  wiH  be  retained 
tot  party  purpoict,  to  be  naed  in  Ibe  conflict  for  the 
pretidencyi  to  be  p^  to  the  paraailei  of  poweri  in  otm 
Word,  to  be  plei^d  to  the  luceenonl 

But  ii  there  anotber  and  more  decinve  objection  to 
the  adoption  of  the  propoaitlon  of  the  gentletMn  from 
New  Tork,  to  refer  Inia  bill  to  the  Connittee  of  Wayt 
and  Meaiia.  That  committee  bare  already  prejudged 
the  matter.  What  cbanee.  think  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
would  there  be  ofa  favorable  report  Of  any  report  there 
ahould  be)  to  tbe  adoption  of  the  principle  of  the  bill 
from  thii  quarter^  Sir,  I  will  not  arraign  the  motiTci 
or  the  Judgment  of  Ibe  membert  of  that  committee,  but 
t  object  to  them  at  fair  and  Impartial  judgei  of  the  ex- 
pediency OF  policy  of  the  paatan  of  Ihia  bill.  Neither 
do  they  conatitote  a  fl(  inqtieil  for  tbe  purpoae  of  pre- 
aentinr  &ota  and  comidenttona  proper  for  Ibe  informa- 
tion <n  thia  Houte.  They  have  already  dccUred  their 
opinion  that  there  it  to  be  no  turphit  in  the  Treatury 
for  diatribution)  and  I  think  it  manifeat,  from  the  men- 
ttroua  projecta  of  expenditure  which  have  been  suggeit- 
ed,  it  it  Ibelr  intention  that  there  ahall  be  nothing  upon 
which  the  billa  may  operate.  Tbe  language  of  ihe  ho«- 
orable  chairman,  ynr.  CaK*aBi.iRs,]  who  It  not  only 
Ihe  able  and  accomplithed  official  organ  of  the  commit- 
tee, but  a  leading  and  moat  influential  member  of  Ibe 
adminitlration  party  on  tbia  floor  and  before  tbe  nation, 
in  «  apeech  a  few  daya  aince  aeemed  to  hate  anticipated 
Ihe  preaent  oecailan  lo  the  Uouie  for  a  knowledge  of 
hii  ienlimentt  on  tbi*  tubject.  I  pray  leave  to  rtftr  to 
tbe  eipreaaion  of  bit  opinions  in  a  report  of  that  apeech 
puMiibed  in  the  oHIeial  paper,  which  haa  been  put  into 
tnyhandtaince  the  commencement  oflhe  preaent  debate. 


"lal 


willing 


with  genttemcn 


be  deniedf  but  it  ia  equally 
certain  thai  we  have  not  only  great  and  indltpenaabM 
objectt  to  apply  it  to,  but  that  we  are  approachinga 
onni  in  our  financial  affaira  for  which  we  ought  now  to 
prepare. "  Again  :"  I  do  not  believe  in  the  eontiauance 
of  anorerflowingTreaMry.  I  may  be  deceived,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  revenue,  under  the  compromiie  act, 
and  tbe  receipt  from  Ihe  public  landi^  will  be  perma- 
nently tufBcient   to   pay  tbe  expenaaa  of  the  Govem- 

In  a  eoiirte  of  elaborate  argument,  and  by  variout  ex- 
traordinary aaaumptiont  and  declarationa,  tlie  honorable 
gentleman  proceeda  to  maintain  bit  poaition  that  th> 
existing  (urpiua  was  merely  caaual  and  temporarya  and 
that  tbe  condition  of  the  country  in  reference  to  ill 
finance^  and  preaent  and  future  probable  ocoaaioo^ 
would  not  juttify  ita  diatribution)  and  be  conclude*  that 
part  of  hit  argument  with  the  emphitic,  and,  1  muat  aay, 
moat  ttartling  aaaerlion,  that,  "whatever  may  be  111* 
aurpluaonthe  lit  of  January  next,  it  will  all  be  required 
to  diaeharge  tbe  actual  liabilitlea  of  the  Treaaury,  and 
to  provide  even  for  a  small  portion  of  indiipentabl* 
meiiurea  of  defeneei  and,  aa  to  the  year  fallowing  the 
next,  there  ia  little  probability  that  our  receipta  from 
cutloma  and  hnda  will  be  equal  to  tbe  expendiiurea  of 
tbe  Government,  without  an  addition  to  the  tariff."  With 
auch  aentimentt  from  the  mouth  of  the  chairman  of  tba 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Meant,  ia  it  to  him  tbould  be 
committed  the  fite  of  the  bill  for  the  diatribution  of  lb* 
proceedi  of  (be  ttlea  of  tbe  public  landa.'  What,  air, 
all  the  aurplut  in  the  Treaaury  on  Ibe  Itt  of  January 
next  required  to  diicbarge  the  actual  liibilitiei  of  tli« 
Treaaury,  and  inadequiteevcnloindiapentabiemeaaurea 
of  defencef  And  tbe  whale  revenue  from  cuatoma  and 
hnda  intufScient  for  tlie  wanta  of  Government,  without 
an  addition  to  the  tariff!  Are  our  dangera  ao  great,  or 
our  meant  to  amaltP  If  the  honorable  gentleman  himtelf 
bel'ievea  thia,  be  moat  exeute  me  if  laay  he  ia  not  a  fit 
Judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  meaiure  propoaed  by  tbe 
bill  now  under  contiderttioB. 

Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  ahow  atil)  more  concluavel];  tha 
prejudiced  opiniona  of  tbe  churman  of  Ihe  CommittM 
of  Wayt  and  Meant  upon  the  question  which  it  it  now 
propoaed  ahould  be  committed  lo  bit  ditpoaal,  I  atk  tba 
indulgence  of  the  Rouae  while  I  tax  their  atlendon  to  a 
further  extract  from  hit  publithed  apeech.  He  took  00. 
euion,  rather  gnluitouily,  at  it  aeemt  lo  me,  at  that 
time,  to  diacutt  and  decide  upon  Ibe  character  oftbtt 
very  meature  of  distributing  the  proceeda  of  Ibe  public 
landa,  and  unequivoctlly  pronounced  it  both  unjuat  and 
nnconatitutional.  Following  hit  arvumenl  upon  Ita  inex- 
pediency, beproccedii"Noram  1  lata aatonithed  to  tea 
■ome  of  the  moat  rigid  contlnictioniata  ao  alarmed  at  tba 
idea  of  our  turplus  revenue  aa  to  unite  lealoudy  in  tbit 
atrault  upon  tbe  Treaaury.  Gentlemen  whote  eonatitif 
tional  scruplea  would  not  allow  ibcm  lo  vole  ■  dollar  for 
a  lif^ht-houte,  to  tave  the  marinen  from  perithing  on  out 
coast  amidat  the  storms  of  midnight,  are  now  ready  to 
empty  the  federal  Treaaury,  and  diatribule  it  among 
IheStatea."  Againt  "It  never  wst  contemplated  tbM 
the  proceeda  of  theae  [public]  lands  tbould,  in  any  man- 
ner, be  applied  to  (he  local  expendituret  of  Ibe  SUtoat 
and  hid  a  provirion  for  luch  a  dislribulion  been  then  in- 
tisted  on,  the  new  cooslitution  would  have  been  formtd 
at  Ihe  old  confederation  wat,  without  the  cestiou  of  an 
acre  of  these  landa.  Gentlemen  attempt  to  make  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  revenue  from  custom^  from  landa 
ceded  by  tbe  Slatea,  and  from  thoae  acquired  by  purehaae 
from  France  and  Spain.  Sir,  every  dollar  in  your  Trew- 
ury  ia  secured  by  the  same  constitutional  gntftbi  llu 
revenues  of  the  confederation,  and  the  landa  oeded  to  i^ 
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were  all  Tor  Ihe  nme  common  »nd  confaderate  pur- 
poiei.  If  lber«  be  ■  dbtinotion,  it  i>  in  fiiTor  of  tbe  mo* 
neyi  iriiinir  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Iwidi  ceded  bj  the 
aiitei,  guarantied,  M  they  are,  bf  compacU  more  an- 
cient than  the  conilUution  itself,  and  which,  in  strict 
goiid  fiiith,  cannot  be  cancelled,  even  by  a  oonitltutlonal 
■tnendment."  The  honorabie  chairman  further  denoun- 
oci  tlie  pluti  of  dial  rib  III  ion  as  a  scheme  of  consolidalion. 
"A  more  ratal  measure  to  tbe  Stales,  or  a  more  certain 
one  lo  effect  consolidation,"  says  he,  "couid  not  be  de- 
vised." Sir,  I  will  not  multiply  these  extracts.  The 
speech  of  the  gentleman  muit  be  too  well  remembered 
to  need  such  recital.  It  was,  throughout,  distinguished 
for  the  confident  lone  of  asscKion  in  which  the  demands 
of  tbe  OeneralOovernment  upon  the  uses  of  Ihe  revenue 
were  to  be  maintained,  and  the  dislinctnesi  wilb  which 
he  rrpudiated  every  scheme  far  Ibe  distribution  of  a 
supposed  surplus.  And  now,  let  roe  *sk  the  honorable 
.  members  if,  in  their  judgment,  it  is  proper  that  ibia  bill, 
which  assumes  thai  a  surplus  does  and  will  exist  in  the 
Tretaury,  and  provides  for  it*  distribution  to*  considera- 
ble extent,  should  be  sent  lo  a  committee  oF  whicb  that 
gentleman  Is  the  head,  and  over  which  be  is  known  lo 
ezereiie  «  commandtag  influence.  What  else  can  come 
of  such  reference  than  a  repetition  of  Ihe  same  opinions) 
a  certain  report  against  the  passage  of  Ihe  bill^  He  who 
believes  there  will  be  no  surplus  must  surely  decide 
againai  a  measure  of  distribution.  Those  who  hold  that 
the  public  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  cannot  conitilutionally  be  divided  to  the  Statea, 
will  feel  bound  to  declare  against  such  division.  The 
report  of  the  committee  msy  now  be  iniicipated  with  aa 
much  certainty  as  it  will  be  known  after  it  Is  presented. 
For  myself,  I  would  u  readily,  at  tliis  moment,  vote 
against  Ihe'bill  Utelt,  as  concur  in  sending  it  to  such  an 
inveitigation.  Sir,  it  would  be  rejected,  with  or  without 
argument.  No  new  informaliDn  to  the  Houae  would  re- 
sult from  the  reference.  The  bill  would  go  to  the  con 
mittee  to  be  itrangledl  The  parliamentary  rule  would  h 
violated.  The  lamb  would,  indeed,  be  cummilted  t 
Ibe  keeping  of  the  wolf  I 

Hr.  Bpeaker,  I  am  in  favor  of  Ihe  motion  of  the  gei 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Williams,]  to  give  th 
bill  at   once  lo  the   Commiltce  of  (lis  Whole  on  th 
state  of  the  Union.     I  have  before  urged,  aa  a  conaidera- 
tion  deserving  of  regard,  that,  if  it  i«  to  be  acted  upon, 
il  must  come  to  this  committee  at  last.     I  have  endeavor- 
ed to  ahow  that  il  does  not  belong  lo  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Landa,  nor  ought  it  lo  go  lo  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meani;  although,  of  Ihe  two,  a  preference 
between  these  is  to  be  given  to  the  former,  inasmuch  as 
I  do  not  admit  that   that  committee,   like  Ihe  latter, 
haa  prejudged  the  matter,  and   thus  disquaiilied  itself 
Trom  sctioti,  by  an  svowed  boatilily  lothe  measure.     In 
the  Committee  of  lh<c  Whole  the  subject  may,  at  once. 


country.  The  members  of  this  Houae  have  all  thi 
mation  which  can  be  elicited  from  the  reports  of  commil- 
te««  or  other  public  document!)  and  there  has  been  no 
lack  of  v^raent  in  debates  in  former  Congreaaes,  to  aa- 
•iit  their  judgment  lo  •  right  conclusion.  Tbe  people 
•xpect  action.  Il  was  promised  them,  on  tbe  acceauon 
of  the  present  adminiat ration,  that,  whenever  Ihe  public 
debt  ahould  be  paid,  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands, 
the  common  property  of  the  States,  salemnly  pledged  to 
tbe  benefit  of  all,  should  be  participated  in  by  all.  The 
State*  now  anxiously  wait  Ihe  redrmption  ofthis  pledge. 
They  look  to  this  common  fund  in  aid  of  great  objecia  of 
public  improvement.  IF  it  m*^  nol  constitutionally,  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  have  it  in  trust,  be  applied  di- 
rectly by  the  General  Govemmenl  to  iheae  purposes, 
let  il  be  given  lo  Ihoae  to  whom  ir  belongs,  that,  through 


their  more  immediate  agent*,  Ibe  Blale  GoverniBeal*,  it 
may  administer  to  tbe  occasions  and  subtetve  the  enda 
for  which  it  ia  deigned.  Let  il  be  made,  in  •ome  w»y, 
lo  conduce  "to  the  general  welfare." 

A  reference  of  the  bill  to  either  of  ibe  standing  coni- 
miltees  will  but  too  fatally  delay  ita  progress.  1h  the 
present  state  of  the  business  before  the  -Houte,  and  at 
lliis  period  of  the  session,  such  a  reference  would  be 
equivalent  to  ita  rejection.  And  do  gentlemen  intend 
this?  If  so,  tel  them  come  out  boldly,  and  before  their 
consliluents  take  the  responsibility  of  such  a  vole.  Lei 
them  anawer  whelher,  in  tbe  eloquent  language  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Heans,  ihougti 
differently  applied  by  him,  "  Ihey  are  ready  to  violate 
the  solemn  pledge  of  the  Congress  of  tbe  cottfederation 
in  1730,  before  an  acre  of  Iheae  lands  was  ceded,  that 
Ihey  should  he  diapoaed  of  for  Ibe  common  benefit  of 
the  United  atates,  lo  be  tetlted  and  formed  into  distinct 
republican  Statesi  and  to  abrogate  Ihe  compacts  with 
New  York  in  1783,  and  Virginia  in  1784,  by  which  tbe*e 
lands  were  ceded  as  a  common  fund,  for  tbe  use  Bad 
benefit  of  tbe  United  SUlea,  to  be  faithfully  and  bout- 
fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use 
and  purpose  whatioeverf"  Whether  "  tbey  are  eager 
to  annul  the  compacts  wilb  Hassachusella,  Connecticut, 
and  South  Carolina,  in  17S5,  1786,  and  1787,  with  North 
Carolina  in  17B9,  and  finally  with  Georgia  in  1803'" 
Mr.  Speaker,  theae  are  questions  of  grave  import,  and 
in  which  the  Slate  to  which  I  belong,  especially,  baa  a 
deep  and  enduring  inleresl.  It  is  now,  sir,  quile  lime 
that  the  people  knew  wliat  to  expect.  II  is  high  time 
that  Ihe  States  which  made  tbe  cessions  of  tbia  immense 
fund  of  wealth,  this  inexhaustible  resource  of  national 
prosperity,  ^outd  learn  whether  they  are  to  be  permit- 
ted lo  participate  in  its  future  benefit.  Now  that  ihc 
debt  of  the  nation,  to  which  it  was  originally  devoted,  ia 
paid,  it  is  not  unreaaonable  to  ask  that  the  ulterior  in- 
lenlions  of  the  Government  aball  be  disclosed  on  tbia 
Bubject.  Is  tbe  faith  of  the  nation  to  be  kept  inviolate 
to  Ihe  parlies  of  the  compact?  Are  those  lo  whom  an 
interest  in  the  national  domain  hascomeas  an  inheritance 
to  be  nifFered  to  enjoy  \t!  Or  shall  it  be  withheld,  until 
aectional  feelinga,  the  cupidity  of  avarice,  and  the  lust 
of  power,  may  combine  lo  rob  the  righlliil  ownew  of  ila 
possession.'  Ur.  Speaker,  t  again  distinctly  repest  that, 
lo  my  own  deliberate  conviction,  tbe  delay  of  this  bill, 
by  il*  reference  lo  the  Commiltee  on  Publie  Landa,  or 
the  Coromillee  of  Ways  and  Means,  is,  and  will  be,  it* 
virtual  rejection,  and  it  should  be  so  understood  by  ihe 
country.  Hy  word  for  it,  acnd  it  lo  either  of  theae  com- 
mittees, and  there  will  be  no  report  at  Ihe  preaenl  ses- 
sion, or,  if  so,  at  ao  late  ■  period  as  lo  furnisb  a  pretext 
for  not  acting  upon  il. 

Admonished  aa  I  am,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  it  is  nol  con- 
sistent with  tbe  rules  of  parliamentaiy  proceeding,  upon 
a  preliminary  queation,  to  enter  into  a  conaideration  of 
Ihe  merits  of  the  bill,  I  forbear  the  diacuiaion.  I  have 
already  occupied  more  time  than  I  had  intended.  1  did 
not  participate  in  the  aeveral  raotioni  wbicb  have  been 
offered  Ibis  morning,  and  have  spoken  without  premedi. 
lalion.  Should  tbe  proper  opportunity  hereafter  be 
prelenled,  I  shall  ask  the  indulgence  oF  Ihe  House  lo  a 
furlber  expression  of  my  sentiments,  and  what  I  believe 
lo  be  those  of  my  constituents,  on  the  general  aubject. 
1  conclude  by  an  earnest  hope  that  the  bill  may  bebrought 
direelly  into  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  on  Ihe  slate  of 
Ihe  Union,  and  become  Ihe  order  of  Ibe  day  at  Ihe 
earliest  period  which  the  more  pressing  assignmenia  of 
busine**  will  permit)  and,  at  all  events,  that  it  may  he 
definitely  diaposed  of  before  the  close  ofthc  aession. 

Mr.  GILLBT  obtained  the  floor,  and  apoke  for  • 
few  moments  in  support  of  hi*  motion  to  refer  the  bill 
to  tbe  Committee  of^  Ways  and  Mean*.     He  contended 
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Ha  tben  re>d  Ibe  rule  defining  the  dutiei  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  W*;«  ind  Ifnni,  and  coDtended  Ihit  the 
dutiei  of  that  committee  made  it  nECentrjr  to  refer  (ba 
•ubject  to  that  committet. 

The  CHAIR  here  announced  the  arrival  of  the  hour 
for  proceeding  to  the  orden  of  the  diT. 

Ifr.  HORRIS  moved  that  the  rule  be  luipended  for 
the  purpoM  of  continuing  the  coniideration  of  the  meaa- 
ure  then  before  the  HoutCi  and,  upon  (hat  motion, 
called  for  (h«  jieMand  tity\  lubiequentl;,  he  wilhdrev 
the  call  for  the  yeai  and  nayi,  and  the  notion  to  njipend 

WESTERN  FnONTlER. 
The  Houn  than  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the 
•peeitl  order  adopted  Mine  dajri  nnce,  and  went  into 
Commltteeoflhe  Whole  on  the  Male  of  the  Union  (Hr. 
PiBKim  In  the  chair)  on  the  following;  bill:  "  A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  better  protection  ofthe  Western  frontier," 

Bt  U  eiuetld  by  lAe  Smatt  and  Haatt  of  Repreieala- 
lives  of  the  Una^  Statu  of  Amtrita  in  Cengrtu  at»tm- 
bled.  That  the  Preiident  be,  and  he  ii  bereby,  autho- 
""■'''■"""•" '0  be  Hirreyed  and  opened  a  military  road. 


rizedtoca 


ofthe  Dei  Moinea  river,  upontucb  route  u  may  appear 
belt  calculated  to  effect  the  purpoae*  of  thii  act,  to  Bed 

Sic.  3.  Sad  be  it  further  enaeled.  That  the  tiid  roid 
ahall  puiweit  ofthe  9Ute  oftiiMouriand  of  the  Terri" 
tory  of  Arkaniai,  and  ihall  be  w  conitructed  aa  to  en- 
able the  troop*  to  more  along  the  lame  with  proper 
facility)  and  the  lollowlng  miKle  of  con*tructi<Hi  ihill  be 
■dopied,  lubject  to  lueh  allerationi  and  addllion*  ai  the 
Preiident  may,  from  time  to  time,  direct  lo  be  made: 
The  timber  ahall  be  cut  dovn  to  ■  reaMnable  vldih,  and 
the  «et  and  marihy  placeaibill  be  oauaewayed  or  other- 
wiae  rendered  paMablei  cheap  hridgei  ahall  be  erected 
over  the  imaller  itrcami^  not  having  good  fofda  aeroM 
tbemi  and,  where  it  may  he  fouikd  neccteary,  the  road 
may  be  thrown  up  in  the  centre, 

Bic.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  miliUr^  pmli 
■hall  be  conitructed  at  luch  pUceialong  the  aaid  road 
••,  in  the  opinion  ofthe  Freatdent,  may  be  moit  proper 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  for  the  preier- 
valion  ofthe  neccMarj  communication. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  furlhir  maeled,  Tbat  the  trocpi  of 
the  United  Statu  shall  be  employed  in  performing  the 
labor  herein  required,  whenereri  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Preiideol,  the  aame  can  be  done  with  a  jait  regard  lo 
their  other  dutieii  and  the  other  labor  rendered  necei- 
■ary  iball  be  procured  in  tuch  manner  a*  the  President 
may  direct. 

S«c.  S.Jndbeiffurtherertaelal,  Thatthe  turn  of  one 
hundred  Ihouiand  dollan  ahall  b^  and  the  aame  ji  here- 
by, appropriiled,  to  be  applied  towardi  the  accompliah- 
ment  of  the  objecti  apecifled  by  thii  act. 

Hr.  R.  H.  JOHNSON  made  m  brief  explanation  of 
the  abject  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  doubted  the  power  of  the  Houae  to 
make  thii  road  through  the  Indian  country. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  au^eited  an  amendment, 
which  he  thought  would  meet  the  genlteman'a  abjec- 
tion) which  wai  to  itrikc  out  the  wc^i  from  the  lecond 
•eclian,  "  ahall  put  weit  of  the  State  of  HiMouri  and 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkanni." 

Ur.  VINTON  replied  tbat  th^t  would  not  altogether 
remove  hi*  objection  to  the  clauae. 
'^jllr.  HcKAY  then  moved  to  amend  the  lection  by  in- 


lerting.afleT  the  word  "Arkanm,""oiKondition  that  the 
conient  ofthe  Indian  tribes  tbroush  whoie  territory  it 
ahall  p*ii  shall  be  previously  obtained)  and  if  luch 
atienl  of  nid  tribes  cannot  be  obtained,  then  the  road 
shill  be  made  east  of  the  western  boundarie*  of  aaid 
State  and  Territory." 

Ur.  VINTON  appTOTed  of  that  amendment. 

Hr.  WILUAUS,  of  NoKh  Carolina,  ibouldvote  agiinat 
the  amendment,  becatiae  he  thought  it  better  in  no  caie 
to  construct  a  road  through  the  Indian  country,  cither 
with  or  without  the  conient  ofthe  tribes. 

The  amendment  was  further  diacuised  by  M«a*r*. 
HUNTSMAN,  HARRISON  of  Miaiouri,  BVEHBTT, 
ABHLET,  WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  and  THOH80N 
of  Ohio. 

The  amendment  wis  tben  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  vaa 
reported  to  tbe  Rouse. 

UNITED  STATES  AND^RANCB . 

The  fallowing  menage  wa*  received  from  tbe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  by  the  band  of  Asbury 
DickiM,  Em].,  and  read: 

WiaKiasTmr,  May  10,  1S36. 
n  Ihe  Satale  and  ZEnme  of  SepramtaHMt! 

[nfbnmtion  hai  been  received  at  the  TreaMTry  Depart- 
ment that  the  four  instalmenta  under  our  treaty  with 
France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  of  Ihe  United  Stalea. 
In  communicating  thii  latiibctory  Icrminalion  of  our 
controveny  with  France,  Ifeelasaured  that  both  Houses 
of  Congress  will  anile  with  me  in  deriring  and  Believing 
that  the  inticipatiom  of  a  restoration  of  the  ancient 
cordial  relation!  between  tbe  two  countriea,  eipreaaed 
in  my  former  mesngei  on  this  lubjeot,  will  be  speedily 
reiliied.  No  proper  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting 
to  eRaee  the  remembrance  of  thoie  miseoneeptions  tbat 
have  temporarily  interrupted  the  accustomed  intcrcourae 
between  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HOWARD,  the  message  waa  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatione,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  CAMBRBLENG,  Ihe  House  went  Into 
Commitlee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  atale  of  the  Union  upon 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  fortificalions  of 
the  United  Ststes  for  the  year  1836,  (Ur.  Ha»,  of  New 
York,  in  the  chair,^ 

The  queition  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CiMaaiL- 
sao  to  amend  the  bill  hy  inserting  an  item  appropriiting 
91,334,000  for  arming  the  fortification*— 

Hr,  McCOMAB  rose  and  said:  Hr.Churman,  it  is  not 
my  purpose,  upon  this  occasion,  to  make  a  speech)  that 
ilk  if  I  understand  the  true  definition  of  a  congreaiional 
speech.  He  said  be  understood  that  nothing  could  be 
regarded  as  a  speech  in  this  Rouse  unleM  it  take*  tbe 
orator  at  leut  three  dayi  to  deliver  it.  He  nid,  if  he 
was  correct  in  that  view  of  Ihe  subject,  he  could  asmre 
the  Houae  that  it  was  not  hi*  intention  tomake  aipeech) 
that  whit  few  remarks  he  had  lo  make  upon  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  he  hoped  to  be  able  lo  close 
upon  Ihia  day.  He  «aid  it  wai  not  his  purpose  to  enter 
into  a  critical  examination  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 

E resent  administration;  that  genllemen  upon  Ibis  floor 
ad  indulged  in  a  wide  range  of  debate  upon  all  the 
topics  connected  with  the  present  adminisi  ration)  that 
he  approved  of  many  of  tbe  measures  of  the  adminitlra- 
lioni  t^iat,  in  his  judgment,  they  would  have  a  bappy 
effect  on  the  proiperity  of  the  counlry.  But  he  nid 
there  were  others  that  he  dinpproved  of)  Ihat  they  could 
not  h\\,  in  his  judgment,  to  have  a  bad  effect  upon  the 
bappines*  of  oar  people.     He  said  he  would  ^eak 
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fKcl;  of  nch  nAttnrci  of  thii  ■droiniitration  m  he  ip- 

C roved  or,  ind  Ihat  he  would  (pnik  with  equal  Jreedom 
I  relation  lo  the  meuurc*  Ibit  ha  dinpproved  oT.  Thi« 
b*  Mid  he  eould  do  without  being  wapecled  of  beinr 
actuated  bj  part]'  tpirit,  or  of  indulrlnf  in  poltlical 
hatred  for  the  Preitdent,  when  it  wouM  be  rccoliecttd 
bf  the  HaoK  that  he  wai  one  of  the  early  and  aeatoui 
•nppcnert  of  the  Present,  and  thai  be  had  voted  for 
fam  thre»timei  to  flii  the  preiidential  chair,  and  never, 
m  the  removal  of  the  depoiitei,  did  be  matcriall]'  diffEr 
with  him  in  point  of  national  policj.  And)  in  doing  lo, 
be  Mid  he  knew  that  lie  wa*  incurring  a  Ttttfal  reipon- 


wilhcred  the  hopci  of  thouaandii  ret 
ffiaoharge  of  bii  dutf  forbade  him  to  tale  an;  other 
oounet  and,  whatever  migbt  be  Mid  hj  olhen,  he 
riioald  alwijr*  regard  it  aa  one  of  tba  proudest  acta  of 
bia  life,  that  alnce  he  had  the  honor  of  a  aeat  upon 
thi*  floor,  he  bad  alwaya  auilaloed  the  adminialration 
when  hta  eonaeicnce  told  blm  it  wai  riK|hti  but  he  had, 
with  all  Ibe  boldncM  of  an  independent  ttatcaman, 
cbuYed  with  tbe  legiilalire  fuiicliafia  of  a  free  people, 
voted  againat  every  Dieaaure  be  deetkcd  wroiw,  llr. 
McCesu  Mid,  white  he  differed  with  the  PreaulenI  on 
that  aet  of  nationri  policy,  he  never  did  for  a  aingle 
monent  doubt  the  p«trioiic  rooltvea  of  tbe  Preaidenl. 
He  believed  bin  la  b«  a  patriot,  and  at  al)  limea  tiaiened 
■•  tbe  UMiieaaured  abuae  of  bia  molivea  with  more  pain 
than  pleuure.  He  never  eould  ace  any  analc^  between 
tba  abaractera  of  Juliua  Ckut,  Croaiwell,  Bonaparte, 
Btehard  tbe  Third,  and  that  of  Andrew  Jaekaoni  they, 
in  bia  opinion,  were  oflener  tbe  offapring  of  politjcjal 
IMCM  IBan  the  jutt  dcductiona  fron  hi*  (ih*  Preai- 
dcni'a)  acta. 

Hr.  HeC>  Ntd  it  wai  not  bia  piirpoae  to  eittei  into  i 
critteal  examination  of  the  life,  tbe  character,  and  pre 
tenMona,  of  any  individual  for  ihe  next  preiidency  of  the 
United  Bute*.  He  Mid  it  had  nothing  lo  do  with  ibe 
aubject  now  under  connderation.  The  aubjecl  of  Ibt 
dialribution  of  the  aurplua  revenue  i*  of  paraiuDUnt  con' 
aidcralion  to  that  of  the  miaerable  icranble  for  office. 
He  Mid  that  it  waa  a  monwnloua  lubjeclt  one,  in  hii 
Judgment,  tbe  Hghl  aettlement  of  which  inTolved,  in 
aouM  meaaure,  the  purity  of  our  inatitution*  and  the 
freedom  ofthe  people.  He  Mid  an  offended  Deily  could 
not  tnSicI  upon  tbe  aimpllcity  of  our  republican  iniliiu- 
tiona  a  greater  curae  than  an  overflowing  Treaiury. 
Mtmey  la  wid,  from  high  authority,  lo  be  Ihe  root  of  all 
evil.  Mr.  HcC.  wa«  free  to  aay  that  neither  of  the 
eandidatca  now  in  the  fleid  waa  bia  choice,  and  ao  be 
iaformed  liii  conatituenta  at  the  time  of  bia  eleclloni  that 
be  promiaed  bii  conitlliienta  to  do  nothing  that  would 
have  a  tendency  to  take  the  election  from  tlie  people,  in 
order  lo  bring  Che  election  inio  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
aenUtivei)  but,  if  the  election  ahould  devotve  on  Ihe 
Hoiue  of  Repreientatlvea,  he  would  represent  Ihe  wiab 
of  the  majority  ofhia  diitricl.  Tel,  aa  an  individual,  be 
reaerved  to  bimaelf  the  right  of  voting  for  the  man  he 
thought  beat  quallfled  to  repreaent  tbe  people.  But  at 
thia  time  it  waa  not  known  what  would  be  the  great 
line  of  division  between  the  parliea.  He  would  there- 
fore avail  himself  of  all  the  time  allotted  to  him  to  make 
hla  selection,  aa  he  underatood  that  tbe  statute  of  limlta- 
liona  would  run  against  the  opinlona  of  a  politician  in 
tliree  months.  He  could  not  he  blamed  at  this  time  for 
being  non-eommitlal.  He  said  some  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  aeemed  to  think  every  apeeeh  made  in  f»vor  of  a 
dlaltibution  of  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  public  landk  ia  in- 
tended to  injure  the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  For 
bia  own  part,  he  hoped  he  bad  a  more  holy  object  in 
view.  He  hid  no  political  rancor  in  his  heart  against 
the  Vice  Preaidenl,  and  thia  hia  friends  will  perceive. 


when  they  recotlect  that  he  waa  one  of  the  InjialatlT* 
eaueua  in  Virginia  that  auatained  hia  nomination  for  Y'tce 
Preaident.  That  he  then  thought  hta  enemies  Mid  iimm« 
about  him  than  waa  true,  and  he  Ihinka  they  do 
now.  He  Mid  he  mentioned  thia,  leal  it  mi^  be  aidd  of 
bim.aiofaome  other*,  that  be  waa  speaking  to  operate  on 
the  prendential  election,  and  thereby  prejudice  hia  fa- 
vorite  Bcheme  for  dividing  the  proceeda  of  tbe  public 
landa  among  the  States.  But  Mr.  HcC.  Mid  he  abouH 
feel  himself  crininsi  were  he  to  remain  non-committal 
upon  ihe  all<abaorbing  question  of  the  aurplut  rtrenoe. 
He  Mid  our  country  waa  peculiarly  ailualed  at  thia  timet 
other  natioiH  have  great  difSeulty  to  raise  tooney  «un- 
cient  to  carry  on  the  fiacal  operallona  of  their  Oorem- 
menu,  but  the  difficulty  oith  us  ia,  how  shall  we  diapen 
of  our  surplus  over  and  above  what  we  want  for  the 
neccsMry  expenses  of  the  Oovernmcntt 

He  said  at  the  commencement  of  the  stMJow  wc  were 
in  expectation  of  a  French  wir,  which  tbi«atened  to 
awallow  up  the  entire  surplus  fund;  snd  he  could  bat 
think  that  Ihe  dove  croaied  the  Atlantic  a  little  too  mob, 
with  the  olive-branch,  for  the  views  of  aoow  geatletnen 
on  that  floor.  It  aecined  to  cloae  up  aome  of  Ihe  deep- 
eat  and  broedest  avenuea  that  lead  to  tbe  public  Treaa- 
ury.  He  Mid,  while  listening  to  the  speeches  of  tbe  or- 
alora  on  tbat  floor,  he  alfnoat  imagined  that  he  mw  Um 
bosom  of  Ihe  ocean  whitened  with  the  Mila  of  Frencli 
veasels  of  war,  pouring  a  destructive  flre  upon  our  de- 
feneeleH  cliies  and  towns  on  the  aeaboardi  a  hostile  anay 
already  landed,  and  carrying  death  and  desolation  through 
the  land.  But  he  mid  he  waa  happy  lo  anooonec  to  tbe 
American  people  that  he  waa  mistaken)  that  all  oap 
towna  and  cities  on  tbe  aeaboard  were  Mfej  that  peace 
reigns  through  all  our  borders)  tint  the  tremcDdooa 
array  of  ariilTery  hovering.  In  imagiNlton,  around  our 
border*,  doea  not  intend  to  disgorge  ila  bbaing  magaainM 
upon  our  defencelCM  aeacoaat,  and  dealroy  our  wivea 
and  children,  He  Hid  it  waa  not  a  war  for  blood,  but  it 
waa  a  war  for  money — leM  glorioua  than  any  war  waged 
among  civiliied  man.  It  waa  a  war  upon  tbe  pei^ile'a 
pockets;  this  is  what  ha  wl^ed  the  people  to  uiider- 
aland.  Hr.  HcCaius  Mid  Ihat  various  modea  fiw  tb« 
diatribution  of  Ihe  aurplua  revenue  bad  been  proposed 
to  the  nation:  firat  in  order,  it  baa  been  propoacd  to 
apply  tbe  whole  sum  to  tbe  national  defence,  upoa  lb* 
nary,  lb*  army,  and  fortlBeation*.  and  the  arMsacnt 
of  the  same)  secondly,  it  bad  beenpropoaed  todiatiibnte 
tbe  proceeda  of  the  public  lands  to  Ihe  several  Statea, 
agreeablv  to  federal  population)  and,  thirdly,  it  had  been 
proposed  to  graduate  the  price  of  publie  land,  and  uIih 
mately  aurrender  the  public  domun  to  the  new  Stalcii 
and,  in  the  fourth  place,  it  baa  been  proposed  to  veat  it 
in  railroad  atock  for  the  tranaportation  of  tbe  nnitcd 
Btatea  mall.  He  Mid  he  would  examine  the  nerita  of 
the  aevcral  propoaitiona.  He  waa  willing  to  maka 
liberal  appropnaliona  for  tbe  defence  or  the  eoan- 
tryi  and  be  thought  it  a  propitious  time.  We  have  tlM 
money,  and  it  could  not  be  more  properly  appropriated 
than  in  a  ncceaaary  defence  of  the  country.  He  theaght 
Ihe  maxim  a  sound  one,  that  in  time  of  peace  waa  Um 
lime  to  prepare  for  war.  But  be  thought  it  would  not 
be  difficult  for  him  to  ahow  ttkat  one  half  of  Ihe  aurplua 
revenue  that  would  accrue  in  the  Trewun  between  thia 
and  the  expiration  of  Ihe  compromiae  bill  could  not  bo 
applied  lo  the  defence  of  the  country  arithout  endanger,. 
ing  that  which  gentlemen  aeem  so  an»ous  to  secure, 
thai  ii,  Ihe  liberty  of  this  people.  Sir,  it  would  buUlI 
up  a  atanding  army,  snd  with  it  a  moneyed  arlatoera«T, 
on  the  aeaboard,  fatal  to  democracy  and  fatal  to  liberty. 
He  Mid  be  would  now  examine  that  Bcheme  that  propo- 
ses to  vest  aome  hundred  miilioDa  of  theaurploa  revenue 
In  railroad  atock.  He  Mid  if  it  bad  not  come  to  Oie 
country  under  the  high  and  imposing  Mnctioh  of  a  high- 
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■ind«d.  and,  he  would  tad,  toknted  Sector  of  the 
Dnited  Btttca,  b«  •hould  I»Te  Mppoaad  H*  Mthor  in- 
tanded  it  for  k  burtcaqu*  on  tb*  dootrinet  of  iMorntl 
inproTMont  by  thii  Qor«rmnen((  but  he  »d  ba  ww 
Not  Mithoriied  to  riew  the  nibjcct  in  tbH  lighti  b«  wh 
oampelled  to  (rett  it  m  tho  work  of  ■  UatcMiu— m  ft 
plan  br  tba  dlMribution  of  our  wrplui  ravcnua.  But, 
vithout  iotending  knjp  refleotion  upon  th*  rapid  oonoep- 
tion  af  tbo  mind  tbit  bnxigbt  tha  acbeoM  into  being,  lia 
tiMwgbt  II  wu  a  tuBkient  argument  to  overtbrow  that 
■caaurei  weralr  to  aisle  it  to  the  people)  for  it  vat  one 
•f  tboM  anonndiog  propoiilioM  tiutt  carried  upon  it* 
hee  it*  own  reprobation. 

lie  Mid  he  would  now  cnunina  iha  acheme  of  gradua- 
lag  tbe  price  of  the  publio  land,  and  ultimately  ceding 
Aa  pubbo  donaJn  to  the  Mew  Stataa.  Thli,  he  aaid, 
•onid  not  be  done  without  a  Ttolatioa  of  the  daeda  of 
•MatoQ  between  Iha  cdd  Statea  and  the  Federal  Gortfn- 
nient.  Ho  aa'id  he  would  aak  Ihe  Indulganoa  of  tba  con  • 
miltee  while  ba  would  read  one  clanae  in  the  deed  of 
eeaaioa  Skade  by  Viwiaia  to  Ihia  Govenmenti 

'  That  all  the  landa  witbin  the  territory  lo  ceded  l» 
tha  United  Btalea,  and  not  reMrved  for,  or  apsropHatsd 
to,  any  of  the  befbreoMniioBad  purpoaea,  or  diapoaed  of 
in  bouDtiaa  to  Um  offioara  and  toldicra  of  (he  Amerioan 
army,  ahall  be  eonnderad  aa  a  common  Aind  for  the  uae 
and  beneftt  of  Mcb  of  the  United  Stalea  aa  have  become 
Bembera  of  Ibe  eonfederatioB  or  federal  alliance  of  the 
aaid  Slalea,  Virginia  inclutive,  according  to  Ibeir  uwal 
PeqMClire  proporlioaa  in  the  general  Cham  and  expend- 
iture, and  ahall  be  faiOirully  and  htnafiU  diapBaad  of 
fbr  tbal  purpoae,  and  fbr  no  other  uao  or  purpoaa  whal- 
•oe^er." 

Mr,  Hoc.  aaid  it  would  be  lecn  by  thia  deed  of  eca- 
iaon  that  a  great  national  triMt  baa  been  created  by  the 
aeveral  Slatea  ai  princlpab,  and  aooepted  by  tbia  Gor- 
emtnent  at  tha  agent  of  Ibe  parties  He  aaid  it  waa 
eridant  that  the  Btatea  are  the  partica  to  Ihia  compact, 
and  tbit  tbi*  Gorernment  ia  tba  joint  agent  of  the  ooif 
tnatiag  partiei^  to  carry  into  enect  tha  objecta  of  the 
Iruat.  That  the  agent,  in  executing  Ibe  Inut,  mutt  he 
gorarned  by  tha  atipulationi  of  the  deed  creating  the 
tniit.  Uow,  then,  can  Congrem  pau  a  taw  to  give 
tbea*  landa  te  the  new  Btatea,  without  a  hir  compenae- 
boa  to  the  old  StateaF  It  would  he  a  manifeat  riobtioB 
of  the  veated  rigbtt  of  the  old  States  and  in  open  viola- 
tion of  the  conatilntion  of  Ihe  United  Blatea,  lo  oede 
theae  landa  lo  tba  new  Statei,  without  making  a  fair 
eonpenaation  to  tha  old  Stale*  for  their  intereat.  What 
(be  aaid)  would  you  think  of  that  czamtor  who  hid  ihe 
aatatnet  the  leatator  oooimitted  to  hit  cara,  by  hit  laat 
will  and  tcetantenl,  witbdirectionatoaeltleallMaimti' 
and  Jutdy  chargeable  againil  the  eatatc,  and  Ihe  htla 
to  diride  out  among  hia  ohildren  equally,  if  la  wer« 
^ve  the  whole  eatata  to  one  child'  All  would  admit  that 
ha  had  rioUted  the  mcrad  truit  oomnntted  to  hia  charge, 
and  thai  a  court  of  equity  would  raalore  the  beira  to 
their  lawful  iiAeritance.  And  where  wat  the  difiJerenoe 
in  Ibe  two  caeca'  He  eould  peroeire  none.  He 
aaid  he  wonld  aubn^t  a  fcw  queationa  to  honorable  gen- 
tlemen on  tlua  floor  repreienting  the  new  Statca. 

If  Congren  doet  pnmeia  Iha  power  to  cade  tboie 
landa  lo  the  new  Btalea,  do  Ibay  not  poiaeat  the  power 
to  relrocede  them  lo  the  old  Stateaf  He  aaid  it  mutt  be 
•0(  for  it  would  h»  a  had  role  that  would  not  work  both 
waya.  Vbat  would  honorable  genllemen  repretenting 
new  B'-atetMy  toapropoailionoftfaiakind'  Weahould 
be  told  that  it  waa  a  violation  of  the  oompacti  thai  It  wu 
paK  of  the  conatderation  that  induced  Iham  to  go  and 
icttle  the  new  Slalett  and  before  the  old  Stntei  could 
avail  theaiialvei  of  aucb  a  law,  they  would  hare  to  take 
poaaeiaion  of  their  landa  by  patting  over  the  dead  bodiea 
of  ibt  pa^te  of  the  new  Slatatj  and  he  wat  tura  that 


there  would  be  at  mneh  propriety,  if  not  more,  to  paaa 
an  act  of  retrooeMlon  returning  them  to'iheorigianl  pro- 
priatora,  after  the  term  of  the  or^nd  compaot  had 
bean  eomplied  with,  at  to  ^ve  them  all  to  the  new 
Btalea,  in  violation  of  poailire  atipulaiioa  iDthedeaddf 
ceaaion  made  by  Virginia,  that  the  retfdury  mam  of  land  ' 
onaold  after  the  objecta  of  the  Iruit  had  bean  complied 
with  abonld  beeoMiderrd  a  "common  fund,  for  the  uta 
and  benefit  of  luch  of  the  United  Statet  at  have  beeoma 
taanben  of  Iheconfederatioa  or  federal  alliance  of  mid 
Slate*,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  Ihcir  uauil  r«- 
ipectivc  proportiona  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture, and  ahall  be  bilhfiilly  and  bmuJUe  diipoaed  of  for 
that  purpoae,  and  for  no  other  ute  or  purpoae  wbatao- 
ever."  Mr.  MeC.  mid  ba  eould  not  tell  what  Ihe  Bng- 
lith  language  meant  if  tbia  elauae  did  not  guaranty  lo 
each  of  Ihe  old  Slalea  their  equal  proporlioit  with  tba 
new  Btttet  of  all  the  aurplui  landa  that  remtuned  undla- 
poaed  of  after  the  objecta  of  the  Iruat  bad  been  oempS- 
ed  with,  agreeably  to  their  utual  retpedtve  proportion* 
in  die  general  olmge  fi>r  the  eipente  of  Govemmant. 
Why  aay  it  ahonid  be  a  common  liind  for  the  BUlea, 
Viiginla  inoluaiver  Why  my  that  the  torphit  find 
ifaould  be  bonaJUi  diapoied  of  for  that  purpoaa  and  fbr 
no  otiierr 

He  mid  he  did  not  believe  that  any  unprojudioad  men 
in  the  world  could  my  thai  Virginia  waa  nol  entitled  to 
ber  abare.  Mr.  HcCONxt  mid  he  bad  made  Ibeae  re- 
nwrki  In  reference  lo  that  clam  of  eur  publio  lindt  that 
are  within  Ihe  limita  of  Ihe  old  United  Btalei.  He  ihoold 
Liua  mil  tuiMthing  in  refhrenoa  to  that  olaai  of  publie 
land!  that  we  ha*«  acquired  bjr  treaty:  be  meant  that 
tract  of  country  wett  of  the  Hnaiirippi  to  Ihe  Paoiftc 
oeean.  Including  the  iafatnd  of  New  Orleana,  and  ilrotah- 
Ing  etil  of  Ihe  Hitaiatlppi  to  the  Perdido,  acquired  by 
treaty  in  1803,  which  coat  the  Government  #15,000,000, 
and  aba  the  Plorldat,  that  ware  acquired  in  1819,  at 
the  rale  of  #5,000,000,  amounting  in  Ihe  whole  to 
130,000,000.  Ha  aaid  that  it  bad  been  eonttnded  by 
aoma  that,  aitiM  clim  ef  landa  waa  tequired  by  purohaae, 
and  wat  not  inoluded  in  the  oompact  between  Ihe  Btatea 
and  thia  Government,  Congreaa  bat  no  power  lo  dia- 
tribute  the  proceeda  of  them  among  tha  people)  Ibal 
Congreaa  bad  so  power  lo  eollcet  money  but  n>r  reve- 
purpoaea.  Thb(be  aaid)  wat  admitted,  when  Ibe 
ley  waa  oollacted  under  the  power*  contained  in  Ihe 
Bine granta  conferring  power  upanCongrem  toraite 
ley  for  revenue.  But  be  aaid  be  mutt  look  upon 
tbit  Mibjeet  in  a  rery  diffarmt  light.  Thia  money  baa 
not  been  raited  under  any  of  the  grantt  confitring  Ihe 
power  on  Congrem  fbr  raiting  a  revenue.  He  mid  Ihia 
waa  a  rery  plain  qnetlion.  IF  Congrem  had  the  con. 
atilutional  right  to  acquire  tha  &e  nmple  in  theae  land% 
they  have  Ihe  right  to  diapoae  of  the  rente  and  ppofitig 
U'they  have  the  right  to  purchaae,  they  have  tha  right 
to  aeU|  if  Ibey  have  ihe  tfght  lo  tell,  they  have  the 
right  to  apply  the  prooeedt  of  the  mie  lo  what  object 
they  pleaic.  Thia  mutt  ba  true,  unleat  thai  wbdeaome 
nuiim  in  logic  lie  changed,  that  Ibe  maJM  includaa  the 
minor.  He  laid  that  it  waa  now  loo  late  to  qne«ion  the 
power  of  Congrem  lo  acquire  this  territoryi  it  had  been 
acquired,  and  it  had  been  acquieaced  in  by  Ihe  whole 
people  of  Ihe  United  Slaleii  and  it  wat  not  neeemary 
for  bit  purpoae  to  prove  that  Congreii  had  the  oon- 
atilutional  power  to  acquire  theae  landa  originally.  It 
wat  tufnelent  to  my  ihtt  Congret*  had  Ihe  right  now,  in 
fiee  aimplci  and,  having  the  fee  limplr,  Ihey  have  an 
unlimited  eonlrol  over  Ihe  whole  tubject.  He  mid,  tbit 
fund  not  being  raited  for  revenue  purpotei,  Congrate 
waa  not  rettricied  in  ilt  appropriation  to  revenue  pur- 
poaea alonei  but  it  oomea  ttrctly  under  the  third 
tretion  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  conititntion,  where 
it  ia   Mid,  "the   CoopVM  ahaB  have   power   to  dia- 
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pow  of,  and  make  »11  needful  ruin  and  regulitioM 

r cling,  the  terrilorj  or  olber  property  belonging  to 
United  Statei."  He  nid  if  be  wm  correct  in  ty- 
tng  that  lhi«  territory  belonged  in  fee  aintple  to  the 
United  BlMet,  then  he  wai  correct  in  uying  il  waa  to 
be  ROTcrned  by  Ihia  article  in  the  federal  conititution! 
"  Tbkt  Congrets  aball  bave  power  to  dlipo«e  of,  and 
make  ail  needrul  rule*  and  regulation*  reipectini;,  the 
territory  or  olbec  property  belonging  to  the  United 
Stain,"  He  nid  It  wai  plain  to  hi*  mind  that  Con- 
greai  might  diitribute  the  proceed*  of  Ibeie  land*  to  the 
levera)  Slalei,  agreeably  to  Tederal  population,  it,  in 
Ibelr  judgment,  they  ihould  think  it  a  needful  and  prop- 
er regulation.  In  relation  to  their  public  domain  or 
territory,  he  aaldjuitice  required  that  tbi*  twenty  mil- 
lioni,  drawn  from  the  common  TreMury  of  the  people, 
ihould  be  fairly  diitributed  among  them. 

He  nid,  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  public 
land  would  confer  no  benefit  upon  the  actual  letlleni 
the  effect  of  nich  a  law  would  he  to  place  the  public 
domain  in  the  handi  of  the  rich  apeculaton,  who  would 
not  tell  it  again  for  fire  timn  the  lum  it  cm*,  mhich 
would  be  a  ruinoua  policy.  Honorable  gentlemen  from 
thete  new  State*  raiitaketheir  true  policy.  They  ihould 
be  willing  to  take  their  proportion  of  the  lalea  of  public 
lands,  and  make  an  immediate  application  of  the  tame 
to  the  improremcnt  of  their  State*.  They  themielves 
willioon  become  old  State*,  and  lostaiti  the  aame  re- 
lation to  the  public  domain  u  the  old  State*  do  now. 
Their  intereit*  within  their  own  limit*  are  daily  dimin- 
iihing,  and  their  intcreitt  in  the  public  domain  increa*> 
ing)  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  Ibeie  very  Statu  will 
receire  ten  dollars  for  one,  from  the  public  domain 
without  the  limit*  of  the  Slalca,  which  they  will  now 
receive  from  having  all  that  i*  contained  within    their 

He  would  itale  another  unhappy  cRect  that  muit  ari*e 
from  graduating  and  reducing  the  price  of  public  land*: 
it  would  greatly  alfect  the  iound  currency  of  the  countryi 
it  would  increase  the  rage  for  land  speculation,  and 
every  dollar  that  wilt  be  rteeived  in  the  land  office*  will 
pas*  ^m  the  circulating  medium  o(  the  country  into  the 
vaults  of  the  Government.  Hi*  not  difficult  to  tell  what 
the  efieols  of  this  meature  will  be,  to  be  alway*  collect- 
ing from  the  people,  and  never  disburting  in  any  form. 
It  IS  to  operate  oppressively  upon  every  interest  in  the 
community.  The  effects  of  this  measure  are  fell  now  in 
New  York,  Boston,  and  New  Orleans.  The  poinU 
where  the  greatest  portion  of  the  revenue  is  collected 
are  suffering  most)  they  tre,  in  the  midst  of  apparent 
proaperity,  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  moneyi  that 
continual  draft  upon  them  for  money,  and  the  locking  it 
up  in  the  Treasury,  iawhsl  produces  this  itate  of  thing*. 

Hr.  McCoxjis  said  he  would  esamine  the  effect*  of 
this  scheme  on  the  old  Scatet.  It  not  only  take*  milliun* 
f^om  the  Treaiury  of  each  Slste,  but  it  robbed  them  of 
their  population.     He  Mud  soy  system  that  would  ' 


:o  the  new  State*,  without  operating  unjust- 


bul  s  aystem  that  only  transferred  population  from  one 
portion  of  the  United  Slates  to  another  w*«  not  a  fit 
and  proper  subject  for  legislation.  It  adds  nothing  to 
the  aggregate  wntth  of  the  nation.  Suppoie  that 
Alexandria  and  Georgelovn  were  to  remove  to  the 
city  of  Washington,  would  it  add  any  thing  to  the  nu- 
merical atrengih  of  the  District?  Would  there  be  a 
man,  woman,  or  child  more.'  Would  there  be  a  dollar 
or  cent  more?  Then,  why  ahould  Congress  Interfere 
upon  this  iubjeel?  He  aaid  it  was  very  evident  that 
there  waa  not  a  Stale  in  the  Union  that  had  •  redundant 
populationi  the  great  enmplaint  was  the  want  of  a  more 
dense  population,  so  a*  to  enable  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry uidof  sdence  to  develop  their  full  reaourccs. 


He  aaid,  by  a  reference  to  the  last  ceow*,  it  would  be 
seen  that,  under  the  present  syalem,  the  emigration  to 
the  new  Stales  wai  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  biMory, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  fir*t  Egyptian  colony  to  the 
present  day.  He  said  that  every  community  was  capa- 
ble to  bear  and  sustain  a  certain  weight  of  popalation, 
and  no  more;  and  that  loo  rapid  an  increase  of  popula- 
tion wa*  s*  bad  or  worse  than  one  too  ilow.  That  to 
reduce  the  price  of  the  public  Isnd  in  the  new  Statn 
wa*  to  reduce  the  price  ofland  in  the  old  States,  and  to 
render  the  rent*  and  profits  leas  valuable  to  their  owners, 
which  would  be  a  crying  injualice,  not  to  be  aubmittet) 
to  on  the  part  of  the  old  State*. 

Mr.  UcC.  aaid  he  wu  in  favor  of  dialributing  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  the  sale*  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,  agrenbly  to  federal  population,  because  the 
President  bai  decreed  that  Internal  improvement  by  this 
Qorernment  shall  ceasei  and  said,  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  many  of  the  measures  of  his  administration, 
be  thought  tliat  Andrew  Jackson  would  deaerve  ■  na- 
tion's gratitude  for  armting  that  system.  Be  said  il 
was  not  his  purpose  to  revive  the  discuision  upon  the 
conslitutionsl  power  of  Congress  to  make  internal  im- 
provement*. '  He  would  place  the  quntion  upon  very 
different  grourvd:  that  of  the  pnclicibilily  and  expedi- 
ency of  the  syatem.  He  said  it  was  known  to  the  House 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  people  in  ibe  United  Statea 
believed  that  Congress  has  no  consliliilionsl  power  to 
make  internal  improvements  in  the  Stales.  It  is  also 
known  to  this  House  that  upon  this  quntion  the  counli]' 
ia  geographically  divided;  that  north  of  a  certain  line 
the  people  think  that  Congret*  ha*  the  right  to  make 
internal  improrementaj  that  south  of  the  same  line  the 
people  think  thst  it  is  unconstitutional  to  make  interna) 
improvement*.  Now,  air,  what  i*  the  effect  of  this  be- 
lief on  the  tyslem  it«elf  ?  It  i*  simply  thi*:  the  section 
of  country  that  thinka  Congress  can  exercise  the  power 
get*  all  the  money;  snit  that  section  that  believes  Con- 
gress cannot  exercise  that  power  gel*  none.  Under  thi* 
■ystem,  the  South  was  made  tributary  to  the  NoKh;  the 
operation  was  to  enrich  the  North,  and  Impoverish  the 

Re  said  that,  independent  of  any  constitutional  scru- 
ple* upon  this  subject,  this  would  be  a  suflicienT  retman 
to  abandon  the  measure  by  this  Government,  as  it  wei 
evident  thst  no  system  that  would  accommodate  the  ag- 
ricultural and  commercial  interest*  of  all  these  United 
States  nn  be  adopted.  But  ha  would  take  a  more 
enlarged  view  of  the  subject.  He  aaked  the  chair- 
man, [Hr.  MiHH,  from  New  York,]  whom  be  knew  to 
be  expert  in  figure*,  if  he  had  ever  made  a  calculation 
of  the  sum  Ibat  It  would  lake  to  make  a  proper  aystem 
of  internal  improvement  for  the  aeeommodatiou  of  the 
variegated  interett*  of  the  United  Stales?  Mr.  McCoxas 
■aid  that  he  bad  turned  hia  attention  lately  to  the  lub- 
ject,  and  from  the  most  reaaonable  ealimate  he  could 
make,  assuming  the  sum  made  necessary  by  the  Slate  of 
Indiana  a*  the  basis  of  hi*  calculation,  (and  he  was  cer- 
tain that  hia  calculation  would  come  far  short  of  the 
amount  neceatary,)  it  would  lake  three  hundred  millions 
□fdolUrs.  He  would  now  put  the  question  to  honora- 
ble member*  on  that  floor,  who  thought  with  him  that 
the  executive  patronage  of  the  Oorernment  was  too 

5 real,  whether  they  intended  to  make  Ihe  executive  of- 
cer*  of  this  Government  Ihe  diabuning  agents  of  this 
vast  aum  of  money.  Did  they  intend  to  add  Ibis  ad- 
ditions! patronage  lo  the  army  of  lixty  thousand  office- 
holders already  quartered  on  their  Treasury^  He  said 
he  atood  there  in  bla  plice,  and  nve  il  aa  hi*  deliberate 
opinion,  thst  to  add  that  additional  patronage  lo  the 
Federal  Government,  il  would  be  loo  strong  for  the  liber- 
tin  of  the  people.  The  State  Governments  would  be 
■bora  of  their  independttiKi  they  would  be  found  pro*- 


,i^,oogie 


S601 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Mat  10,  ia3«.] 


fbrlifitaHon  BilL 


[H.  . 


Irate  and  powerlenat  the  Teet  of  (h'li  great  central  pow- 
er. He  Mid  thit  much  money  in  the  hinds  or  deiigning' 
poliliciani  would  be  tike  a  cancer  upon  the  body  politiCi 
it  would  eitend  iti  rootiinto  everj  condition  oriociely. 
It  woidd  corrupt  tbe  people  thenuelvet,  tbe  aourco  and 
fountain  of  alt  political  power. 

Mr.  NcC.  aaid  he  would  go  for  thi*  mode  of  diitribu- 
tion,  becauic,  in  hia  judgment,  it  would  ilrenKthen  the 
action  of  (he  State  GDVcmmenta,  alreadf  in  h&  opinion 
too  weak  for  the  action  oftliia.  He  aaid  it  would  conflDc 
the  action  of  Ibil  GoTcmment  to  our  foreign  relatione, 
the  legitimate  object*  of  ita  creation.  It  would  leare 
our  Stale  GoTemmenti  to  manage  the  local  and  in- 
ternal ooneerni  of  the  countn.  Our  Federal  GoTcm- 
ment  might  then  be  regarded  aa  the  aheet  anchor 
of  American  liberie,  a*  an  ample  (bield  behind  which 
we  might  itand  aecure  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  oiTil  and 
religioui  rigbta.  Thii  GoTcimment  would  then  be  like 
a  kind  molher,  conferring  bieeslnga  on  all,  and  oppren- 
Ing  none.  Hr.  HcC.  aaid  he  had  heard  a  eingular  objec- 
tion made  to  thii  mode  of  distribution  bj  gentlemen 
profeating  to  be  Slate-rigbli  ment  Ibat  to  diatribule  the 
aurplu)  fCTenue  among  the  States  would  deilroy  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Slates.  He  thought  this  a  moat  ei- 
IraordmiT]'  argument  to  come  from  State-right*  men. 
He  aaid  gentlemen  might  »«  well  attempt  to  prove  to 
him  that  if  he  were  to  give  all  bis  property  to  his  neigh- 
bor, it  would  impoTeri&h  hi*  neighbor,  and  enrich  him, 
ai  to  make  him  beliere  that  to  atrip  tbe  Federal  OoTcrn- 
inent  of  Iwentji  millions  of  dollars  annually  of  its  patron- 
age, and  gWe  it  to  the  Slates,  would  weaken  tbe  Stale 
Qovernmenta  and  strengthen  this  GoTernment.  The 
argument  wa«  too  absurd  to  merit  further  notice.  He 
■aid  he  would  turn  these  gentlemen  over  to  the  ar- 
gunwnla  of  Qeneral  Jackson  on  that  subject,  and  be 
thouf^t  tber  would  find  it  mueh  easier  to  make  ob> 
Jectiona  to  his  argument  than  to  answer  them.  Tbeae 
arguments  could  be  found  in  bit  annual  meseage  of 
1830.  Mr.  McC.  said  tbe  danger  of  thi*  diitnbuting 
^slein  did  not  consist  in  weakening  the  State  Gorern- 
ment*.  If  tbe  nstem  waa  continued  for  any  length 
of  time,  it  would  make  the  State  Oorernmenta  too 
strong  for  the  Federal  Oorernment.  He  aaid  he  would 
never  agree  to  make  fbi*  Government  the  agent  to  col- 
lect money  from  the  people  to  distribute  among  the 
Statei)  he  would  not  be  willing  at  Ibis  time  to  distribute 
sny  moneys  among  the  State*  that  had  been  colieeled 
under  tbe  revenue  lam,  but  the  fundi  arising  from  tbe 
public  lands,  not  strictly  a  revenue  fund,  could  be  safely 
distributed  among-the  State*,  and  would  be  all  that  Con* 
gresicoutd  prudently  do  at  tbia  time.  That  the ' 


revenue,  under  the  compromise  bill,  might  be  prroerly 
expended  in  putting  the  country  in  a  state  of  deRnce, 
and  at  the  end  of  toe  compromise  bill  bring  the  duties 


down  to  a  revenue  standard,  is  the  true  policy  of  the 
counlrr.  There  wsi  another  adrantage  to  be  derived 
from  this  mode  of  distributioni  that  it  would  increase 
representative  responsibility.  What  was  the  fact?  Gen- 
tlemen on  thai  door  might  vole  away  millions  of  the  peo- 
ple's money,  and  Ihey  never  would  inquire,  why  bare 
you  done  soF  owing  to  the  tact,  he  presumed,  that  ihe 
money  had  been  taken  from  their  pockets  by  indirect 
taxation.  But  let  thia  money  once  assume  a  tangible 
■hipe,  and  be  placed  in  the'stale  Treasury  lo  lesien 
their  taxea,  and,  hia  word  for  it,  Ihe  people'a  representa- 
tives will  be  held  to  strict  aooountability  for  every  dollar 
they  vole  awayi  and  thia,  in  his  humblejudgmeni,  waa 
the  only  mode  to  arrest  this  exttavsgant  wute  of  tbe 
pobtie  money. 

Mr.  HeC.  said  he  had  already  said,  to  graduate  tbe 

ptwe  of  our  public  domain  would  be  in  fact  a  law  lo 

place  the  public  domain  under  tbe  control  of  the  rich 

speculator,  instead  of  our  own  Government,  which  would 

TokZII.-  — 


exclude  the  poor  people  froni  the  country.  But,  he 
'  he  would  ask  the  poor  people  in  and  out  of  the 
States  to  examine  their  most  favorile  view  of  ihe 
subject,  that  is,  to  give  it  to  the  new  States.  Would 
that  operate  to  Jheir  inlerestf  Could  they  expect  to 
gel  the  land>  from  the  State  Oavernmenti  upon  cheaper 
terms  than  they  could  from  this  Government'  He  said, 
his  life  on  it,  that  the  Slate  Governments  would  ralM 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  were  they  ceded  lo  Ihem. 
The  difference  in  tbe  two  Government*  is  this:  that  th« 
Stale  Governments  are  generally  poor  and  needy,  and 
would  be  under  a  continual  temptation  lo  raise  tbe  priM 
of  these  lands,  to  enlarge  their  revenue  resources.  It  i* 
lot  so  with  the  Federal  Governmenti  her  Treasury  ia 
ilready,  like  the  river  Nile,  overflowing  its  banks.  Thia 
Government  had,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  been 
literally  the  guardian  of  ihe  poor  people,  by  keeping 
down  the  price  of  hmdt  but  let  these  lands  once  jiail 
into  the  bsndi  of  specuUtD^^  or  into  the  hands  oi  th« 
Slates,  and  Ihe  ease  will  be  differcnti  they  will  be  turned 
over  from  a  kind  parent  into  the  hands  of  Egyptian 
laskmiatera.  The  poor  people  would  soon  find  that 
those  doctors  had  mislsken  Iheir  diseue;  ihal  ibelr  ini' 
passioned  sppeili,  addressed  to  this  body  in  behalf  of 
the  poor,  were  nothing  but  empty  declamation.  The 
■yatem,  ifadopted,  was  lo  build  up  a  rich  aristocracy,  lo 
rule  the  democracy  of  the  Statea.  He  said  he  hoped 
the  democracy  of  these  Stales  would  examine  this  sub- 


Government)  and  ihat  they  will  demand  Iheir  just  share 
of  the  aalet  of  the  public  land*,  and  apply  ihe  aame  lo 
work*  of  intetnil  improvemenl,  or  ihe  education  of  Ibcir 
children,  or  to  Iratening  their  State  tax. 

Hr.  MeC.  said  he  would  now  lake  a  different  view  of 
the  aubject.  That  be  would  vote  for  this  mode  of  dit- 
trlbution,  becauae  it  waa  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
making  internal  improvements,  and  Ihat  internal  im' 
provement  wa*  the  most  effectual  way  lo  strengthen 
the  union  of  the  State*.  Providence  hw!  blessed  ut 
with  a  variety  of  soils  and  productions,  and  watered  our 
beloved  country  withlnnumerable  streams,  for  Ihe  delight 
and  aecommodation  of  iia  inhabitants.  A  succeuion  of 
navigable  watera  form  a  kind  of  chain  around  ila  bor- 
ders, as  if  to  bind  it  more  firmly  together,  while  the 
most  noble  rivers  In  the  world  run  at  convenient  dlitan- 
cet,  which,  when  properly  improved,  will  give  faciliiies 
for  Ihe  Iransportation  of  their  various  commodities.  He 
said  gentlemen  might  ssy  what  Ihey  pleased  about  the 
diiinterested  patriotism  of  Ihe  American  people  being  % 
sufficient  guarantee  for  the  maintenance  of  this  Union. 
No  man  on  that  floor  enterUined  a  better  opinion 
a(  the  patriotism  of  Ihe  people  than  he  did)  but  he 
thought  it  was  tixinr  >t  too  heavily  to  suppose  that  it 
could  of  itself  be  sufficient  lo  accomplish  Ihat  end,  He 
said  man  bad  read  piat  history  to  little  advantage,  to 
suppose  thst  a  countij  situated  like  this,  combining  a 
variety  of  climates,  of  pursuits,  i*  well  at  of  interest^ 
could  be  held  together  by  such  a  frsil  tenure.  He  said, 
in  hi*  judgment,  ihtt  unily  of  interest  waa  ttie  only  ef. 
feclual  bond  of  union  in  any  country.  That  a  commu- 
nity of  feeling  could  alone  be  produced  by  a  aystem  of 


hundred  milliom  of  money  apent  In  thai  way  for  national 
defence,  far  money  enough  to  line  our  Atlantic  seaboard 
From  Maine  to  New  Orleans  with  fa rlili cations.  He  said 
be  was  like  Jefferson  and  Jackton  on  that  subject)  he 
knew  it  to  be  impossible  lo  fortify  a  seacoiat  of  three 
thousand  miles)  Ihat  fortificationa  would  be  useless  with- 
out armament,  which  would  create  a  stsnding  army 
strong  enough  to  turn  upon  the  country  and  destroy  tbe 
liberties  of  tbe  people.     He  Mid  be  hoped  the  anxiety 


,A_.OOglC 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGIBTER 


H.  ot  R.] 


of  genitemen  to  get  rid  of  tbe  Hirplui  revenue  would  not 
bring  upon  the  country  ■  ftanding  irmf  in  time  of  peace. 
Some  ^ntlemen  ipoke  lij^titlj'  ibout  the  diaaolulion 
or  thia  Union,  m  *  thougliileii  tnm  doea,  fiequently, 
about  death  at  a  diotance.  But,  for  himaetr,  he  ihould 
regard  the  raice  thit  announced  to  tiim  the  diisotution 
of  lliia  Union  aa  ihe  funeral  knell  ot  departing  liberty) 
and  he  would  not  stop  ta  inquire  whether  Ihe  North  or 
the  South  would  lufTer  moit  onder  thii  fatal  cataalroplie. 
It  WIS  sufficient  for  him  to  know  thai  they  were  both 
ruined,  and  the  hope  a  uf  civil  liberty  eztinguiabed 
throughout  the  world. 

Ur.  McC.  aaid  he  would  now  answer  the  objection 
that  there  was  no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  distribute. 
By  the  Secrelary'a  report  of  the  receipta  and  of  sums 
upoa  deposite  in  the  banks  to  the  credit  of  diaburaing 
offtcer^  which  had  not  been  expended,  there  wsa,  on 
the  tat  of  February  Usi,  #30,678,879  91.  This  sum 
cannot  be  touched  or  leasened  hy  any  of  the  expendi. 
tures  of  Ihe  present  yesr<  on  the  contrary,  it  muat  con- 
tinue to  increate.  There  is  •  large  aum  that  must  be 
added  to  ihia  sum.  He  meant  Ihe  atock  that  we  held 
in  (he  late  United  Stales  Bsnk,  97,000,000;  and  if  the 
price  of  that  atock  dues  not  depreclite,  it  will  sell  for 
t7,500,000i  which  mikes  in  the  Trassur}',  on  the  1st  of 
last  February,  «38,17S,879  91.  This  surplus  must  con- 
tinue lo  increase)  but  that  I  may  not  place  the  aum  too 
high,  I  will  place  the  customs  st  the  same,  in  round 
numbers,  919,000,000)  public  lands,  (15,000,000.  He 
would  add  $5,000,000  more,  far  the  increase  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  (and  there  wsa  more  than  that  anm 
of  an  increase  upon  the  aales  of  1B35  over  those  of  1834,) 
which  makes  »20,000,000;  making  939,000.000  for  the 
rtceiptsof  1836.  lliis  aum  must  be  added  to  that  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  lat  of  February  lut,  and  the  bank  slock, 
which  will  fall  due  during  the  present  year,  makes,  in 
round  numbera,  977,000,000.  He  said  out  of  thia  sum 
we.-e  to  be  deducted  the  present  expenditures  of  the  ■ 
Government  for  the  year  1836,  which  bare  been  estima- 
ted by  the  Secretary  it  923,133.640,  including  all  ex- 
peoditurei,  ordinary  and  extraordinary. 

Mr.  McC.  aaid  he  thought  this  waa  a  large  lum  for  an 
economical  Government  lo  spend  in  one  year.  Thia 
sum,  dropping  fmctiona,  taken  from  977,000,000,  leaves 
a  balance  in  Ihe  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1837,  of  #54,000,000,  which  will  be  a  surplus  fund. 
Gentlemen  who  ire  oppoaed  to  dislribution  have  re- 
sorted to  1  cunning  device)  they  have  made  an  estimate 
of  alt  ihe  bitia  that  lure  passed,  and  will  pass,  this  ses- 
sion, for  the  ordinsry  support  of  (lovernmenl.  and  for 
oatiooal  defence,  and  charged  it  to  Ihe  aurplus  re*enue 
that  wu  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  February  liat, 
inatead  of  chsrgiiig  it  against  Ihe  aurplua  that  would 
bll  due  on  Ihe  lat  of  January,  1B37,  and  vaunlingly  tell 
ga  we  have  nothing;  to  diatribute.  He  aatd  he  did  not 
beliere  in  the  gullibility  of  the  people  to  that  extent. 
They  would  detect  the  fatlicy  of  thoae  calculations. 
They  icem  to  forget  that  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  lat  of  February  was  tbe  receipt!  of  1835,  and,  in 
Ibeir  etgcinets  to  devour  eveiy  clollar  of  the  surplus 
in  Ihe  Treuury,  they  overlooked  in  imporlsnt  fact, 
that  for  the  yen  1836  about  forty  milliona  of  dol- 
lars Dust  be  received  into  the  Treantry.  Re  would 
leave  gentlemen  to  reconcile  theae  difficulties  for 
themselves)  and,  in  conclusion  of  thia  part  of  Ihe 
subject,  he  would  aa*  that  ihe  bill  to  diatribute  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  does  not  propose  to  dia- 
tribute any  money  but  what  ii  i  turplus)  ind  if 
there  is  no  surplus,  then,  of  course,  there  can  be  no 
distribution.  He  said,  let  the  amount  be  little  or  much, 
Virginia  was  entitled  to  her  ahare.     She  might  be  re- 

Sarded  as  the  molber  of  States.  View  ber  splendid 
aughlera,  Kentucky,  Ohio,   Indians,  ind   Illinois,  alt 


Independent  States,  rising  b'^h  in  tbe  scale  of  this  con- 
federacy, principally  formed  out  of  ibe  territorr  'hat 
Virginia  ceded  to  this  Government.  lie  called  on  Ihe 
chairman  to  view  the  present  condition  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  on  this  floor;  a  Stata 
which,  from  her  geographical,  comtnercial,  and  igri- 
cultural  advantages,  might  be  equal  to  any  in  this  Union; 
but  (he  said}  she  appeared  lo  be  at  least  Sfly  years  be- 
hind the  age  in  improvementi  Ststes  but  of  yesterday 
are  outstnpping  and  leaving  her  far  in  the  shade.  He 
would  Ilk,  what  prevented  Virginia  from  being  the  moat 
wealthy  State  in  thia  Union,  as  well  as  the  oldest? 
Nothing  but  the  absence  of  a  well-arranged  system  of 
interns!  improvement.  Let  her  cenlral  communicstioa 
be  completed  by  the  James  and  the  Kenawhs  rivers,  and 
a  lateral  branch  from  the  Southwest  through  the  valley 
of  Virginia,  coonecting  the  water*  of  the  Mississippi 
with  tbe  Atlantic  seaboard,  it  the  northern  and  southern 
ends  of  the  Chesipeake  bay)  then  Virginia  would  be 
enibled  to  develop  her  full  resources.  Her  rich  min- 
eral producliona,  her  lead,  her  iron,  her  gypsuai, 
her  coat,  hitherto  locked  up  in  the  mounUins,  would 
find  their  way  to  market.  The  fielda  that  lay  waite  and 
uncultivated  will  be  newly  tenanted.  Her  population 
that  is  daily  esciping  to  the  West  would  be  arrested. 
Ber  country  seats  and  dilipidated  building*  all  rcpured; 
her  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  made  to  Buuriah  in  all 
the  gtowinr  beauties  of  weilth  and  prosperity.  He 
said  Norfolk  would  assume  the  rank  of  New  Tork. 
and  Richmond  that  of  Albany.  He  hid  no  heaitincy 
In  aaying  Ihit  nature  had  done  more  for  Virginia  than 
for  New  York)  that  ■  finer  naval  depot  wu  not  to  be 
found  on  tbe  whole  Atlantic  seacoast  than  at  Norfbtk) 
and  when  the  great  valley  of  the  Hlsussippl  shall  be- 
come her  hick  country,  nothing  but  Providence  could 
irreat  her  onward  march  to  wealth  and  renown;  her 
central  position  give*  her  i  decided  advantage  over  New 
York  or  New  Orleans.  The  city  of  New  Orleans  can 
never  command  tbe  vast  trade  of  the  West  that  will  then 
float  on  the  bosom  of  those  majestic  rivers-  The  climate 
itself  ha*  a  deleterious  effect  upon  the  various  com- 
modities in  Ihe  market,  while  the  Gulf  stream  may  be 
regarded  as  the  home  of  tempest.  Ho  stated  that, 
though  New  York  might,  by  way  of  ■  continuous  canal  or 
railroad,  connect  ilseff  with  the  vsltey  of  the  Mississippi, 
yet  she  could  not  successfully  compete  with  Virginia  for 
that  tridc)  first,  because  through  Virginia  would  be  the 
moat  direct  route;  and,  aecondly,  beciuae  the  New  York 
canal  would  be  closed  with  ice  at  leaat  four  montha  out 
of  twelve.  He  slid  Virginia  hid  loo  long  lolded  her 
arms.  She  bCKins  to  see  tnst  boasting  of  her  great  men — 
her  Henry,  whose  impassioned  eloquence  set  the  ball  of 
the  Bevolulion  in  motion,  and  her  Washington,  who 
conducted  our  infant  nation  to  honor  and  glory,  ind  be- 
fore whose  military  prowess  the  Briliah  lion  quailed — 
will  not  Gil  their  bellies  and  clothe  their  backs.  He 
aaid  he  hoped,  ao  far  as  Virginia  wu  concerned,  that 
we  ahouid  be  able  yet  to  present  an  undivided  front. 
This  measure  would  have  i  happy  effect  upon  the 
local  and  *ectional  difference*  of  the  State,  and  bring 
them  together,  ind  creile  i  foeling  of  brotherly  tore,  *o 
essential  to  the  happiness  of  every  community. 

But  he  aaid  his  colleague  [Mr.  Giblitd]  aaid 
this  plan  for  distribution  among  the  Stale*  was  nothing 
but  reviving  tbe  doctrine  of  mternal  improvement  by 
this  Government.  How  his  colleague  could  bring  hi* 
mind  to  that  conclusion  he  wu  it  i  fos*  to  know.  How 
the  people's  money,  handed  over  to  make  Internal 
improvement*,  upon  Stale  authority,  could  be  re. 
garded  u  improvements  made  under  Ihe  directions  of 
thia  Government,  wu  difficult  to  comprehend-  But ,  be 
the  matter  as  it  may,  he  would  Inform  hia  colleague  that 
General  Jackson  wu  Ibe  author  of  the  ichemei  and  be 
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hoped  tbtt  hii  collugite  would  Kf*rd  lilm  m  rood  ku- 
thority,  u  be  hid  recently  defended  tbii  ■dDilniitKliim 
in  >  three  6*j*'  ipeech.  For  the  benefit  «f  hii  col- 
teagne  and  the  inforniatioii  of  tb«  committee,  he  would 
quote  the  exact  words  of  the  Preiident  on  tlut  aubject, 
taken  From  hi*  innual  meswp  commanicalcd  December 
i'lh,  1B30:  "  I  hare  heretofore  leh  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  tome  plan  for  th«  diatribulton  of 
the  aurplui  funda  which  ttuj  at  any  time  remain  in  the 


Repreaenlativet,  to  be  applied  by  them  lo  object*  of  in- 
ternal improvement"  By  thiimcMafe  of  the  Prendcnt, 
it  ia  very  otear  that  he  propose*  Ihii  plan  of  dividing  the 
aurpioi  revenue  •monir  the  States,  with  a  view  to  with- 
drew that  Aind  from  the  control  oTConi^ei*)  and  to  de- 
ttroy  internal  improvements  by  thia  Government,  that 
each  State  might  lake  it*  just  and  equal  portion  of  the 
fiind,  and  mske  it*  own  improvements.  Re  alwiya  re- 
garded this  a*  a  master-stroke  of  polioyt  and  he  would 
tell  hia  colleague  that  lho«e  who  resisted  (hi*  measure 
would  be  found  the  Urongesl  advocate*  for  reviving  the 
doctrines  of  internal  improvement  by  this  OotemmenL 
He  laid  it  was  a  universal  sentiment  that  the  country 
must  be  improved)  and  if  this  plan  of  miking  improve- 
■Mnta  by  the  States  should  fail,  it  lakes  no  Solomon  to 
•ee  that  the  *cbeme  will  again  be  revived  by  thia  Gov- 
«rnment.  It  will  then  be  *een  who  belong  to  the  State- 
right*  paH^,  and  who  not)  the  people  then  will  see  wbo 
have  contributed  most  to  revive  the  doclrinea  of  internal 
■mprovement  by  this  Government,  and  abn  the  tariff, 
jhich  ia  the  handmaid  of  improvements,  for  without 
noney  it  is  usele**  lo  talk  about  making  improvement*. 
Hr.  McC.  aaid  be  would,  fiir  the  inlormalion  of  the 
people  «f  Virginia,  give  them  a  staleinent  of  their  in- 
terest in  the  UtuI  bill.  It  would  he  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing tab  (e: 


Tbife  limoaig  /Ac  a 


Total 

popula- 
tion. 

for  each 
State. 

per  cent, 
to  new 
States. 

looew 
State*. 

399,437 

689.038 

309,336 

464,587 

610,«B 

1,053.953 

Rhode  laUnd 

97.13* 

167,659 

Conneciicut 

297,6fiJ 

513,473 

Vermont 

380,6*7 

484,133 

New  York 

J,309.403 

New  Jersey 

319,933 

551,865 

Pennsylvania 

1,348,072 

3,335,434 

Uebware 

75,433 

130,130 

Harybnd 

405,843 

700,079 

Virginia 

1,765,554 

539,747 

1,103,563 

S.  Carolina 

455,035 

784,918 

439,811 

7*1,433 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

935,884 

1,614,400 

230,844 

1,845,344 

Louisiana 

171,694 

296,173 

Indiana 

343.031 

591.733 

liliooia 

157,147 

271,078 

483,760 

Hiasouri 

130,419 

224,973 

174,354 

399,336 

110.358 

190,367 

788,403 

978,770 

S«3,«06 

He  aaid  it  would  seem  by  this  tsbte  that  each  con- 
greaaional  district  would  be  entiiled  to  084,074  innually. 
Now,  he  would  ask  his  constituents  if  they  would  be 
willing  for  him  to  vole  away  that  much  al  their  money* 
mouey  that  had  been  drawn  from  their  pocket*  over  and 
above  what  was  neceaaary  to  carry  on  the  expenaes  of 
the  Government.  He  said  he  did  not  know  how  be 
could  justify  such  •  vote.  Would  Ihey  be  satisfied  to  be 
told  that  it  was  better  fiir  them  lo  have  that  money  spent 
in  making  ahed*  and  fbni6catioii*  on  the  seaboard,  that 
would,  in  order  lo  keep  them  in  repair,  inercaae  tbeir 
taxes  threefold,  and  thereby  revive  the  tariff  laws  againF 
Would  they  l>e  easily  penuaded  that  it  was  more  to 
their  interest  to  have  a  million  of  dollar*  oflheir  iKooey 

Sient  in  btiildlng  a  marble  ouatom-house  In  New  Tork, 
ready  daailcd  with  her  own  eflUlgenaei  or  would  It  be 
more  conaiatcnt  with  their  democratic  nolioiM  to  build 
up  a  atanding  army  in  time  of  peace  1  He  sud  he  could 
never  return  to  blseonstituents,  and  say  in  hia  conscience 
that  be  had  repreacnted  their  interest*  in  making  iuch  a 
distribution  or  their  money. 

Hr.  HcC.  stated  that  his  colleague  [Hr.  Gabusd] 
had  stated  that  the  conslitolion  had  more  to  fear  from 
the  executive  branch  of  this  QovemmenI  than  from  the 
popular  branch,  and  he  gave  as  instances  internal  im- 
provement and  the  tariff.  He  said  bis  colleague  seem- 
ed lo  have  fbrjtolten  that  both  these  meaaurea  cam* 
upon  Ute  country  under  the  impoaing  sanction  of  execu- 
tive reeomimendatiani  that  if  these  meaaurea  had  viola- 
ted the  constitution,  it  waa  not  the  work  of  either  branch 
aeparately,  but  the  joint  work  of  bothi  and,  to  abow  that 
my  colleagua  is  mislsken  io  regard  to  the  rclativ* 
atrength  of  the  two  brancbe*  of  the  Government,  he 
would  *tate,  as  soon  a*  Gcnert]  Jackaon  took  a  stand 
•gaiiwl  internal  improtrement,  although  an  overwhelm- 
ing tnajority  of  the  popular  branch  waa  &vorable  lo  it, 
yet  the  whole  system  withered  at  hia  toucfa,  and  so  did 
the  B*nk  of  the  United  State*.  On  the  lubjrcl  of  the 
tariff,  ha  would  ssy  lo  bis  colleague,  that  he  could  not 
tbow  any  sentiment  uttered  by  General  Jackton  that 
went  to  show  that  the  tariff  law*  were  Dnoonstitutional. 
(Here  Hr.  Qabia»d  aaked  leave  to  ezplun.  Ho 
aaid  he  did  not  aaaert  that  General  Jaokson  thought  the 
tariff  laws  uncoostitutianal,  but  that  be  himself  believed- 


-fence  of  the  aclaoftht 
ident,  differed  from  him  in  great  leading  measures.  He 
aaid  ibat.  whatever  the  Preaident  may  nave  contributed 
to  put  down  the  tariff,  he  never  opposed  it  on  constitu- 
tional |p«and*4  that  he  did  contribute  to  do  lo  he  readi- 
ly admitted,  in  hia  reoommendation  uf  a  judicioo*  tariff- 
Much  ma  the  term  haa  been  criticised,  it  went  far.  in  hia 
judgment,  to  give  direction  to  public  aetitiment,  and 
prepare  all  clsaiea  for  a  graduil  reduclion  of  the  tariff- 
He  aaid,  if  his  colleague  or  any  member  of  the  commit- 
lee  doubted  the  truth  of  Ibc  petition  he  aaaumed,  he 
would  refer  them  to  the  President'*  proclamation  in 
answer  to  the  Sooth  Carolina  ordinance.  He  aaid  that 
ordinance  aaaertcd  that  the  revenue  law*  were  unconsti- 
tutional) that  Congress  had  no  power  to  collect  taxea 
but  for  revenue  purpose*;  and  that  a  greet  portion  of  the 
money  collcoted  wss  not  for  revenue  purpoae^  but  was 
raiaed  for  the  protection  of  domestic  manulketures;  that 
the  law  waa  palpably  uneonttltutionali  and  being  uncon- 
slitution*l,  and  in  deruration  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
Stales,  they  declared  ii  null  and  void,  wholly  inopera- 
tive within  the  limits  of  Soalh  Carolina.  How  did  Gen- 
eral Jackson  answer  tfai*  srgnment^  He  aaid,  by  the 
constitution,  Congreaa  had  the  excloaive  right  to  raise 
money  for  tba  Mipporl  of  Goverament)  they  were  \bt 
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eonttitutionil  judg«i  of  the  turn  necMMvy  for  tbat  par- 
poaei  and  if  Ihey  collect  more  Ihan  wMneceanry,  itWM 
ftn  Bbiiie  of  power,  not  >  usurpation  ofpowert  not  to  be 
eorrecied  by  nulUGuilon  or  lecFaaioii,  but  at  the  polli, 
by  Ihe  people  Ihemielvei,  diactwr^ingr  (heir  fulhlcM 
■fCnti.  He  aln  declared  that  reiiatancc  to  thia  law  with 
an  armec)  force  va*  treaion. 

Hr.  HcCoH»  Mid  hi«  colleague  [Mr.  OiauHo]  bad 
abo  entered  into  a  long  irgument  to  prove  that  the 
Freiident  bad  an  unliiniled  rirht,  at  hii  own  will  and 
pleaaure,  to  remove  erery  omcer  in  Ibe  ueculire  de- 
partment, upon  the  ground  lh>t  be  was  reiponaible  for 
their  acta,  being  the  head  of  the  department.  Mr.  Hc- 
Coiua  Mid  h«  had  heard  the  word  "  reaponnbilUy  "  10  (ire- 

aueniJy  uied  that  it  felt  rather  Kntlngly  upon  hit  ear. 
a  would  like  to  know  in  what  aenie  the  Preiidenl  waa 
reiponiible  for  themilTemtion  in  oRtce  oflhe  lubordi- 
nate  ofRcen  of  hii  department^  Waa  he  reaponiible  by 
ImpeMhmentf  If  ao,  he  would  like  to  know  wby  he  waa 
not  impeached  for  the  conduct  of  William  T,  Barry  and 
ObadiabB.  Browii  in  Ihe  Post  Office  Department.  He 
•aid  no  man  in  the  nation  ever  thought  of  impeaching 
General  Jackaon  for  Iheir  conduct.  If  be  could  not  be 
Impeached  for  the  conductor  Hr.  Barry,  how  ii  he  re- 
aponaible  for  hit  acta?  He  Mid  be  had  been  told,  though 
he  wa«  Dot  reiponwble  for  hie  acta  by  impeaobinenl,  yet 
he  waa  reaponiible  to  public  opinion. 

He  (aid  he  would  like  to  know  what  kind  of  guarantee 
tbe  retponiibitity  to  public  opinion  wai  to  aecure  con- 
ttKutional  liberl^.  He  aaid  that  he  had  alwayt  under* 
■lood  that  conatitutional  liberty  waai  eonvenlional  right, 
and  eoutd  only  be  aecured  by  being  laid  deep  in  the 
foundaliona  of  law.  He  would  like  tu  know  of  hii  col- 
league if  he  could  find  anv  man  who  wu  not  underre- 
•ponaibilily  to  public  opinion.  Jutikii  Cuar,  Cromwell, 
Bicbard  the  Third,  and  Bonapirtr,  were  all  under  re- 
•pontibility  (o  public  opinion.  The  Autocrat  of  all  Ibe 
Rui^aa  waa  under  reiponaibilily  to  public  opinioo, 
Tbe  ptat  hiatory  of  theae  men  prove  how  ineffectual  tuch 
a  retponiibility  ia  to  aecure  the  equal  rights  of  man.  He 
■aid  every  jail  and  penitentiary  was  filled  with  perMint 
rcaponaible  to  public  opinion.  Yes,  Ihe  gallowa  had 
noaoed  under  multiplied  IbouMnda  who  were  under 
tne  Mme  kind  of  reaponaibilily.  Yet,  he  Mid,  that  re- 
qMOtibilily  had  not  pTevented  Ihe  Jul*  from  being  filled 
vith  orimUub,  nor  the  gallowa  fiom  bending  with  rogue* 
and  murderer*)  nor  has  it  prevented  tyrants  froin  revolu- 
tiouiiinfc  the  best  forms  of  government,  and  pro>tr*ting 
tbe  last  hopes  of  a  free  and  happy  people.  He  Mid  he 
did  not  mean  to  be  undenlood  ai  intimating  that  Ihe 
Preaident  oflhe  United  SUtes  waa  a  tyrant)  that  he  had 
alwaya  regarded  him  as  a  patriot.  He  alluded  to  it  for 
Ihe  purpoM  of  ahowing  the  absordity  of  the  argument, 
when  pushed  out  to  ill  legiimale  consequences.  He  Mid 
the  words  "responiibility  to  publio  opinion"  had  been  prc- 
•ented  to  hii  mind  in  the  mme  light  as  the  word  "  fanati- 
eiem"— a  vague  uncertainty,  that  could  not  be  deaerlbed, 
having  neilhertop,  lail,  side,  nor  bottom.  He  Mid  the 
deflniiion  of  Iheae  terras,  when  used  in  ibe  sense  aup- 
poaed  by  some,  reminded  him  of  an  anecdote  in  relation 
toa  yoting  egotiitical  student,  just  relumed  from  eolUge, 
and  an  old  Dutchman.  Tbe  student  attempted,  by  way 
of  sport,  to  play  uff  his  ichoIaitJcacquiremenia  by  asking 
tbe  old  Dutchman  astronomical  queitinna.  The  old 
Dutchman  Mid  he  preeumed  he  waa  so  well  educated  that 
ha  could  answer  »ny  queation  that  could  be  propound- 
ed to  him.  The  slulent  replied  to  liiin  (hat  he  might 
aik  him  any  queiiiom  Ihst  he  could  anawer  it.  The  old 
Dutchman  laid,  hiiDccupalioD  not  being  that  of  an  astron- 
omer, but  Ihat  111  a  farmer,  he  would  be  glad  if  he  would 
tell  him  how  many  yard*  of  moonsliine  it  would  lake  to 
Hake  and  rider  •  hundred  panel  of  fence?  He  wid  he 
•houUlike  to  bave  the  student's  opinion  upon  the  wor^ 


" constitutional  liberty  aecured  by  reaponaibilily  to  pub- 
lie  opinion." 

Mr.  HcCaxAi  aaid  hia  colleague  aeeiDed  In  qieak  witb 
an  air  of  triumph  tb^t  General  Jackaon  had  put  down 
Ihe  monster  that  was  controlling  the  whole  moneurp 
■ysttm  of  Ihe  country,  and  was  prostrating  Ihe  elective 
franchise  under  it*  unhallowed  feel.  He  wid  thia  argu- 
ment was  entiraly  out  of  placet  that  the  United  Statea 
Bank  waa  dead,  and  it  ought  to  be  permitted  to  aleep 
undisturbed  in  its  grave.  [Here  Hr.  Gajiluid  asked 
leave  ta  explain.  He  aaid  that  he  did  not  commenca 
thear^ment  ^out  the  bank)  that  hi*  re  marks  were 
made  in  answer  to  other  gentlemen  who  had  preceded 
him  in  debate,  who  bad  referred  lo  the  bank.]  Hr.  Mc- 
Coius  aaid  he  understood  him  a*  making  Ihe  attack  on  Ibe 
bank,  but,  from  the  lUacUimer,  he  waa  bound  to  believe 
hii  colleaguei  but  he  aaid  other  gentlemen  bad  frequent- 
ly in  the  debate  referred  to  the  fact  of  putting  down  the 
monster.  Hr.  McCoxta  Mid,  if  tbe  Preudent  had  put 
down  one  monitcr,  be  bad  raised  up  aootbcr  tf  more 
hideous  and  frightful  form.  He  baa  reared  on  Ibe  ruina 
of  Ihe  national  bank  ibe  beaat  with  the  aevcn  bead*  and 
ten  horns,  eitending  it*  fatal  fang*  to  lbs  viula  of  the 
body  politic.  He  aaid,  as  s  money  power,  it  waa  far 
more  dangerous  to  the  liberiiea  of  the  people  ihan  a  ra- 
tional bank.  Tbe  money  power  of  Ihe  country  bad 
been  cut  loose  entirely  from  ilie  people  and  from  Ihe 
agent*  of  Ibe  |>eople.  He  would  aak  where  the  public 
money  was.  It  was  placed,  he  understood,  in  a  set  of 
banks,  leagued  li^ether,  from  one  portion  oflhe  Union 
to  tbe  other,  beyond  the  control  of  any  human  being 
except  Che  executive  olScera  of  the  Government.  That, 
when  the  public  money  waa  placed  in  Ihe  United  Stales 
Bank,  we  could  send  our  committee  and  examine  into 
the  lUte  and  condition  of  Ibe  bank.  If  any  of  the  pro- 
viaions  of  ibe  charter  had  been  violated,  we  could  faring 
the  delinquent  eorporaiion  before  Ibe  courts  of  tbe  coun- 
try, and  repeal  ita  charier.  As  the  ease  now  stood,  the 
people  and  Ihnr  repreientativea  were  sealed  up  in  dark- 
neii)  Ihey  had  about  a*  much  knowledge  or  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  public  money  as  xbey  had  of  ihe 
geography  of  the  moon.  Ai  matlen  alood  before,  tbe 
people  hid  clothed  both  tbe  President  and  CongreM 
with  power  to  watch  over  the  bank,  to  prevent  any  in. 
Jury  to  the  community.  How  mad*  Ibe  ease  now? 
Conrrew  has  no  power  to  examine  iota  the  atate  and 
condition  of  any  of  these  banks,  Mor  baa  the  Prcwdent 
himself  the  right  lo  isaue  hi*  idrt  fatbu  to  repeat  the 
chartera  of  those  banks,  though  they  m>y  have  erabes. 
lied  every  ungle  dollar  of  Ihe  public  money,  and  tram- 
pled under  foot  ihe  elective  franohiae,  Ue  asid  if  hie 
coostiluenta  were  lo  aak  him,  aa  their  agent,  what  had 
become  of  tbelr  money,  and  in  what  condition  Ibe  pub- 
lic Treaaury  war,  he  would  be  at  a  Iom  lo  *n*wer  them. 
He  said  he  could  My  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaairy 
look  It  from  tbe  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States,  the  only 
pisce  which  CongreH  had  any  control  overt  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treisur;  had  reported  thai  it  waa 
scattered  about  in  different  Slate  banki  through  Ilia 
Unioni  but  whether  iheae  banka  were  safe  or  sound,  he 
had  no  Mtisfactory  evidence  i  whether  the  public  money 
had  been  tent  out  to  speculators  lo  purchase  slocks,  or 
whether  it  wa*  loaned  out  lo  favorite  pariHun*  to  specu- 
late in  publio  land^  or  lo  oonlrolclectioni,  he  would  not 
My,  for  he  did  not  know,  nor  did  he  charge  the  fact  lo  be 
■o;  nur  would  he  My  Ihe  public  money  was  unnfe  in 
those  banks,  as  he  did  not  know,  as  he  had  never  had 
the  satisfactory  evidence  lo  judge  of  that  fact  before 
him.  He  Mid  if  he  were  called  to  My  lo  bis  constituents 
where  be  thougbi  they  could  obtain  the  beat  infiinnition 
on  Ihst  subject,  he  would  advise  them  to  eoaiult  Hr, 
Whitney,  of  this  city)  that  he  bad  underatood  that  be 
had  a  more  inlioMte  acquainlance  with  tbo  dcpoeite 
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b»nk>  (tnn  %nj  other  nuin  in  Jha  nation,  ir  they  were 
to  uk  him  who  thii  Hr.  Whitney  wu,  he  would  mj 
that  he  had  no  pertonal  acqaaintanoe  witb  himt  neither 
WMM  be  known  ■>  a  Qarernment  *fent,  nor  wai  he  re< 
^lonable  to  ttij  penon  fbr  hii  fsonduct,  that  be  linew  or( 
jet,  from  what  he  underatood,  he  knew  more  aboot  the 
Mate  and  condition  of  their  mooey  in  tbe  local  banka 
than  any  one  roan  lirmg. 

Mr.  HcCoMia  said  ne  hoped  the  comnuttea  would 
not  think  him  impertinent,  if  be  vm  to  make  aonie  in- 
quiry after  the  longiiiken  purM«,  that  were  to  be  filled  with 
icii,  that  were  promiaed  to  the  mecbanio  and  tbe  rann- 
•r,  that  ge>eral  iubUee,  when  tbey  ibaald  be  diienlhral- 
led  from  the  witnerini^  eune  of  the  paper  q>*temi  when 
Nick  BIddle  and  hit  ragi  ihould  be  leen  retreating  be- 
fore a  pure  ntelallio  currency.  He  wiihed  to  know  ihe 
trntb  of  theee  predietiona.  He  aiid  that  he  bad  ftequent- 
Ij  been  amuied  to  hear  the  bitter  denunoaliont  pro- 
nooBced  on  panic  maker*  and  upon  ftlae  propheli,  on 
tb*  tide  of  the  oppoaition.  He  nid  be  wiihed  to  know 
vhat  kind  of  prophet*  tbeae  werci  were  they  the  only 
men  lei)  on  whom  Ihe  mantle  of  Elijah  could  ftU?  Were 
their  heart!  tbe  only  ahara  upon  which  prophetic  firea 
eoald  bum,  and  from  whoae  imokinK  bate  holy  incenie 
oould  ariter  Were  tbey  godi,  anointed  to  ipetk  Ihe 
truth,  when  they  announced  lo  the  American  people 
that  the  efieel  of  putting  down  the  naiiookl  bank  would  be 
to  tupply  the  country  with  a  gold  current?  He  laid, 
let  the  liiett  apeak  for  themtelrei. 

In  the  year  1833  there  were  in  exiitenee  330  bank«< 
their  eireulation  waa  aisty  mlUknia.  In  the  year  IS3J 
there  were  S04  bankt)  tlieir  clrcuktioii  waa  two  hun- 
dred milliona. 

He  isked  if  this  looked  much  like  returning  to  Ihe 
KoMen  age,  when  in  the  year  1B35  there  wt*  more  Ihtn 
three  timet  at  much  paper  in  circulation  as  there  wai 
In  1833.  He  said  hit  colleague  had  taid  that  the  Preti- 
dent  had  done  bit  dut;  in  relation  to  the  currencyi  that 
be  wai  not  omnipotentf  he  could  not  prevent  tbe  Slatea 
from  incorporating  aa  many  btnkiaa  they  pleated.  Hr. 
McCo>ii  laid  he  wat  hippy  to  find  that  it  had  been  ad- 
mitted that  tbe  Pretident  was  not  omnipotent,  and  that 
H  wat  pomible,  in  tome  caiet,  be  might  trr.  He  would, 
with  the  leave  of  the  committer,  luhmit  a  few  quetiiont 
to  hit  colleague.  Did  not  the  Preadent  know,  at  well 
berore  be  commenced  hit  experiment  on  the  currency  m 
be  dot*  now,  that  tbe  Siatei  did  poeaeti  and  exercite  the 
richt  to  charter  aa  many  local  banka  at  they  pleated' 
Tni  not  (he  Prendent  know,  berore  be  eomoienced  thia 
oruaada  on  tbe  currency,  that  tbe  tame  or  a  limibtr  tyt- 
ten  btd  failed,  afler  Ibditon't  veto  of  the  old  United 
BiBtet  Bank,  In  181-1,  wben  the  entire  currency  of  the 
country  becaroe  derangedi  when  the  revolution  of  for- 
tune wat  almoat  at  frequent  ai  (he  diurnal  motion  of  tbe 
carthi  wben  the  tenure  by  which  people  held  their  prop- 
erty became  unaeltled,  and,  in  a  few  ycart,  the  Oovern- 
■Mnt  ilteir  lost  one  million  Gve  hundred  tbouiand  dol- 
hr«  by  broken  bankt,  now  footed  up  In  every  annuti 
report  of  the  Secrettry  of  the  Tretiury  at  uniraittble 
(undtF  lie  laid  he  would  tik  how,  then,  has  the  Execu- 
tive done  hia  duty  f  H*  taid.  If  to  derange  the  currency 
and  unteltle  tbe  tenure  by  which  we  bold  our  properly 
la  Ihe  duty  of  the  Eieculirc,  then  Ihe  Executive  hid 
done  hit  duty  faiihfullyi  foe  he  believed  gentli 
of  all  partiet  admitted  that,  on  Ihe  diy  be  com 
eed  bit  experiment,  our  currency  wat  lurptttcd  by  no 
eorrency  in  tbe  world.  Be  (aid  that  he  had  almott 
Mid  Ihat  there  had  been  no  gold  in  circulation  lince 
Ibe  removal  of  the  depotitet,  but,  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, he  wouh)  have  been  mittakeni  be  undentood,  du- 
ring the  pendency  of  the  Penmylvania  electloi^  that 
teveral  plecct  were  teen  in  tbe  handa  of  old  Duichmen, 
boUinff  them  up  by  tbe  tide  of  Itw  moet  rtfged  United 


Statei  Bink  note  they  could  find,  laying,  "  Here  it  Oen- 
eral  Jackion  and  Ihe  oooititutioni  here  it  Nick  Biddfn 
and  hia  marble  palace."  He  taid  it  would  attonith  lh« 
committee  lo  know  the  effect  of  Ibii  burabug  upon  the 
innocent  and  uniuipecling  yeomanry  of  tbe  country.  H« 
taid  it  wat  difficult  to  convince  many,  whoae  loeatioii 
wat  remote  troai  the  teat  of  intrigue  aad  political  Q»n< 
arement,  that  gohl  would  not  toon  be  to  plenty  that 
Ihev  might  have  gold  buttoot  on  their  pantdoona.  H« 
mid  thitdelunon  wat  about  to  viniahawayi  that  a  hither- 
to conlidinK  people  were  about  to  rite  in  their  mtjeity, 
and  hold  their  public  agenti  to  ttrict  Rccountahilily.  AU 
partiei  tee  the  dilemma  the  currency  of  the  country  it 
likely  to  get  ini  they  tee  no  wiy  of  etctpei  Ihe  gulf 
opent,  and  the  whole  tyatcm  ia  in  danger  of  being  iwaU 
lowed  up.  No  wander  the  eupportera  of  Ibe  tcheiM 
thrink  with  inttinotive  horror  at  the  thought  of  thia  rag 

riem.  No  wonder  they  cry  out,  it  ia  whig  Legitlaturea 
t  are  cbarlering  tbeae  bankii  ilia  the  wnigi that  mutt 
be  held  accountable  for  all  Ihit  roltchief.  He  taid  thta 
battery  wat  too  weak  to  ihield  tuch  a  tyitem  from  tbo 
retributive  jutlice  of  an  Indignant  people. 

He  taid  bit  colleague  juitified  repriiak.  Hit  colleague 
wa*  the  firit  man,  in  or  out  of  the  House,  that  did  here 
fully  justify  that  recommendslion.  Under  all  the  dr- 
cunutancet  of  the  cite,  hit  colleague  had  at  leatt  the 
merit  of  going  tbe  whole  fatv  on  thtt  point. 

{Here  Mr.  OiatABo  asked  leave  to  explain.  He  laid 
he  hid  attempted  to  ihow  Ibtt  rcpriiali  were  a  doe- 
trine  lanctioned  by  the  bwtornationi,  and  not  regarded 
aa  ft  dcclualion  of  wari  tnd  Ihat  he  would  inform  hia 
colleague  that  on  the  Prencb  qucttion  he  bad  gone  (be 
whole  hog,  input  and  tall.]  • 

Hr.  HcCoMAi  laid  he  had  undentood  his  collelgue 
lo  have  iwallowed  the  whole  hog,  snout,  tiil,  and  all. 
He  laid,  u  lo  himielf,  be  perfeelly  agreed  with  tbe  coum 
pumied  by  our  Government  on  that  subject,  with  the 
tingle  exception  of  thit  recommendation,  and  that  he 
never  blamed  General  Jackaon  for  it  afier  he  bad  teen 
Mr,  Livingiton't  letter  lo  the  Sfcreliry  of  SUte  on  that 
tubjecti  that  he  wat  certain  Ihat  letter  mialed  the  Preti- 
dent on  the  lubject.  He  lald  it  was  not  hit  intenliun  to 
revive  that  unpleiHnl  controvenyi  it  wat  not  a  proper 
•ubject  now  for  ditcut^on.  Bui  be  would  lay  tha,  that 
he  never  would  have  voted  to  give  the  Preiidenl,  or  any 
other  mortal  man,  power  to  make  repriaalt  on  French 
properly.  Whenever  the  honor  of  hit  country  ihall  re. 
quire  tuch  a  meature,  he  would  march  up  boldly  to  tbe 
subject,  and  declare  war.  Hii  colleague  complained 
that  repritalt  bad  been  treated  at  a  declinilion  of  war 
igatntt  France.  It  wu  no  declaration  of  war  utilem 
Prince  nuke  it  war.  Hr.  McComt  lald  he  knew  that 
to  authorise  the  Pretident  to  iiiue  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  and  teiie  upon  French  property  on  ihe  high 
mas,  tnd  convert  it  lo  our  own  uie,  wat  not  a  forma] 
decliration  of  war.  He  laid  It  wu  no  insult  for  one 
man  to  ipit  in  another's  face,  unless  Ihe  mim^hoie  to  re- 
ftd  It  ai  an  Iniult.  But  what  right  had  we  lo  hope  that 
France  would  not  tike  it  u  an  intuit,  tnd  mike  wirF  It 
there  any  thing  in  Ihe  past  hialory  of  that  nation  Ihat 
justifiet  a  different  belief?  It  there  a  man  in  America 
who  doet  not  believe,  if  repriialt  had  been  nude  on 
French  property,  that  it  ihit  very  moment  we  would 
have  been  involved  In  all  Ihe  horror*  of  nar?  He  t*id 
be  ihoutd  aiwayt  regret  that  war  should  have  grown  out 
of  tlii*  traniaclton.  He  nld  he  had  not  forgotten  that  it 
Frenchmen  who  stood  aide  by  tide  iiid  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  ut  during  the  most  gloomy  period  of  Ibe 
Revolution — a  period  that  tried  lUc  louli  of  men,  when 
about  three  millioni  of  men  had  ittked  their  livei  upon 
liberty  or  death.  He  taid  the  histury  of  these  tlmei  wt* 
iiaoclated  wilh  hia  earlieit  recol lections i  that  he  could 
divert  bioMelf  of  a  kindred  feeling  for  that  nation. 
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He  Mid  he  hoped  that  he  nerer  dioiild  bare  ■  heart  that 
wodld  cease  to  beat  wUb  gratitude  for  pait  &Tori  receir- 
ed  al  the  bandi  of  the  French  nation,  nor  a  heart  lo  crid 
ai  to  tmpu^  the  motive*  that  caused  tbero  to  come  to 
our  rescue  In  that  criticsl  moment.  It  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  know  that  the;  bad  poured  forth  their  blood  and 
ireaauK  in  defence  of  lihertj,  and  that  they  had  slept 
in  the  tame  open  and  tented  field*  with  our  fathers. 
That  it  ms  gallant  Frenchnien  that  waved  the  lily  of 
France  in  anbon  with  the  American  eagle  at  the  liege  of 
York,  when  the  genius  of  emancipation  smiled,  and  Ibe 
rtiaclLin  of  despotism  give  wajr. 

Mr.  HcCoxjks  piuied  for  a  moment,  snd,  pointing  to 
Waibioeton  and  Lifsfelte,  said,  Hr.  Chairman,  what 
would  tnoN  patriarchs,  who  appear  in  this  hall  lo  be 
watching  our  dait;  deliberation!,  hare  said,  in  the  mo- 
ment ther  were  rejoicing  over  their  niceeM  in  arms,  if 
the;  could  have  looked  forward  one  half  century,  and 
hare  seen  their  own  sons  in  the  dead);  graap  of  war^ 
Re  a^  be  could  imagine  Ibem  to  ezclsim,  in  the  language 
of  the  poet: 


Stsil  Hum  ths  world, 
And  noil  Mona 
Tallwbar*  I  lis." 

He  said,  fike  recording  angels,  Ihejr  would  have  shed 
a  tear  on  the  declsratlon  of  war,  snd  blotted  it  from  the 
memory  of  man.  Hr.  HeCoKis  said  he  should  hare 
Qied  all  honorable  means  to  have  prevented  war)  but 
if  his  country  hsd  been  inrolred  in  a  war  with  Prance, 
or  >ny  other  nation,  be  should  have  stood  up  for  hia  own 
country,  right  or  wrang<  that  be  would  be  found  perish- 
ing in  the  last  ditch. 

He  wotiM  now  pay  hia  respects  to  (he  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ^Hr.  Cak- 
BBELiHS.]  Re  says  that  he  is  opposed  to  a  distribution 
of  the  surplus  fund,  because  it  would  ruin  the  people. 
If  they  ahould  ever  get  a  taste  of  this  fund,  it  could 
never  again  be  nrrung  from  Iheir  liiudi.  Was  this  the 
doctrine  of  the  ^reat  democratic  parly  in  the  United 
Stste&f  What,  eir,  the  people  who  contribute  thia  mo- 
ney not  capable  of  goTcrning  tbemselresi  He  did  not 
eipect  to  hear  this  doctrine  boldly  asserted  on  this  floor, 
more  especially  by  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  great  apostle  of  our 
modern  democratic  party.  He  never  expected  to  hear 
it  asserted  that,  if  the  people  should  by  chance  get  a 
taate  of  their  own  money,  it  would  corrupt  them:  that 
they  would  cling  to  it  lo  fait,  that  it  could  on  no  occation 
be  wrung  from  their  hindi.  Suppose  that  the  money 
can  never  again  be  wrung  from  their  hands:  does  it  not 
belong  lo  the  peopled  Thia  was  a  surplus  fund — a  fund 
that  tlie  Government  had  no  claim  (o.  The  question 
now  presents  tlsrtf  lo  ilie  couniry,  what  disposition 
ought  to  be  made  of  ibis  aurplus  fund,  not  wanted  for 
the  uae  of  the  Government?  For  himself,  he  was  for 
putting  it  back  into  the  people's  pockets,  in  the  same 
proportion  that  it  waa  paid  into  tiie  Treasury.  But  the 
gentleman  aaya,  no;  they  must  never  tasle  thia  fund;  if 
they  da,  it  will  corrupt  them.  He  would  inquire  whnt 
was  the  doctrine  of  the  venrrabte  President  on  that  sub- 
ject. For  the  informstion  of  the  committee,  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  lils  message  of  1B30.  He  saya: 
•'  And  as  sensible  of  the  great  truth,  that  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  beyond  those  required  for  the  immediate 
and  necessary  purposes  of  Government,  can  nowhere  be 
so  well  deposited  as  in  the  pockets  of  the  people."  It 
would  be  seen  that  the  Preaident  dlfFered  widely  from 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  The  President  seems 
to  think  that  Ihe  people's  pockets  are  an  excellent  place 
to  deposits  this  money  Ini  but  the  geiillcmin  thinks  that 


there,  it  would  ran  them  n^,  and  unfit  tbes  for  t^. 
enjoyment  of  the  modem  democratic  prindples.  Tbe 
President  thinks  that  this  money  must  b«  taken  from  lb* 
agents,  and  distKbulcd  equslly  among  the  prineipal^ 
who  are  rightfully  entitled  to  it,  for  fear  that  much  mo- 
ney, imbodied  in  the  hands  of  tbe  people's  agents,  may 
tempt  them  to  mske  a  corrupt  uae  of  it.  The  mesnber 
frMnNewTorksaysthcdisbuningoffioersoftbeQovem. 
m«nt  must  keep  this  surplus  fund)  for  if  the  poor  people, 
from  whoM  pockets  it  bks  been  unjustly  wrung,  riwiild 
ever  tsste  that  fisitoidden  fmil,  tbey,  like  our  first  parents^ 
would  fall  from  their  state  of  primeval  innocence,  aaddis- 
mee  the  great  democratio  party.  That  it  would  ■ntrO' 
dues  that  odious  mtem  oflog-rolling  in  tbe  State  Ooveni- 
ments.  He  would  aak  whether  tbe  9tste  Ooremments 
are  less  able  to  bear  tbe  system  of  )og-rollii^  tbsn  this 
Bovemroent?  Are  the  ageat*  of  tbe  Federal  Govern- 
ment more  pure  than  the  agents  of  the  State  Oovern- 
ments'  Are  tbey  not  seleeted  from  tbe  same  common 
people,  subject  alike  to  the  same  temptation/  Tbe 
agents  of  the  Federal  Government  are  exposed  to  greater 
temptation.  About  fiHy  millions  of  aurplds  revenue, 
annually  to  be  scrambled  for  by  tbe  representative  of 
the  different  interests  in  the  United  State*,  was  Far  more 
dangerous  lo  tbe  purity  of  this  Government  than  that 
sum  divided  into  tweniy-six  parts,  and  distributed  among 
Ibe  States,  agreeably  lo  federal  population.  By  tbiadi- 
VTslon,  Ibe  danger  oF  corruption  is  diminished  aa  one  is 
to  twenty-six.  The  gentleman  seem*  to  have  ■  very  len- 
der regard  for  ths  purity  ol  the  State*.  This  reminded 
him  of  an  anecdote  he  once  beard  of  a  widow  kdy  and 
her  daughter:  the  daughter  was  young  and  handsome, 
and  a  gentleman  became  much  smitten  with  her,  and 

G reposed  to  address  her.  She,  as  all  prudent  young 
dies  should,  consulted  her  mother  on  the  subject.  The 
old  lady  said  Ihe  young  man  was  of  bad  moral  Gharacter, 
snd  that  her  daughter  was  ■  young  innocent  virgin,  snd 
that  she  did  not  think  she  ought  to  eonlaminale  tieiself 
by  such  a  corrupt  association)  and  closed  her  parental 
advice  by  saying  "  daughter,  don't  take  blm)  let  your 
mother  have  bim."  T&  gentleman  seemed  vety  unwil- 
ling to  see  the  States  married  to  this  comipt  system; 
but,  like  the  mother,  says,  ■■  give  the  money  to  ust  we 
see  proof  against  comiption!"  He  would  ssy  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  if  this  is  denoerscy  in  New 
York,  it  is  not  the  Jeffersonisn  doctiine  of  Virglnia- 
The  democrats  of  Virginia  always  took  a  stand  against 
federal  encroachmenta  on  the  rights  ofibe  people.  They 
did  not  believe  the  pockets  of  the  office-boldeta  the  on^ 
safe  depository  of  the  people's  money. 

He  said  be  regretted  to  see  a  disposition  to  absorb  tbe 
whole  surplus  fiind,  right  or  wron^.  If  it  be  true  that 
if  the  people  gel  their  own  money,  it  will  corrupt  them, 
he  would,  if  tbe  doctrine  of  aome  statesmen  prevailed, 
congratulate  the  people  on  tbeir  escape  from  corruption. 
He  would  underwrite  that  the  people  never  would  get 
Id  smell  a  cent,  let  alone  to  taste  one.  He  aaid  it  bad 
been  proposed,    by   way  of  extra  appropriations,   lo 

For  ordnance ,       -  .  .  .    140,000,000 

For  additional  fortificalion*,  •  -       50,000,000 

For  an  additional  increase  of  tbe  navy,  -  40,000,000 
Fortheinoreaseoflbearmy  or  military  branch,  60,000,000 


>I70,QOO,000 

Here,  sir,  ia  an  increaae  of  Ihe  rspenie  of  our  Govern* 
meni  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  milliona.  To  this  sum 
was  to  be  added  the  expense  of  a  Florida  war,  and  a 
proper  allowance  for  bank  breaking  and  a  depreciated 
currency.  And  then,  air,  we  are  told  we  shall  havs  no 
surplui  lo  distribute.   He  knew  that  il  waa  in  Uie  power 
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cf  (he  OoTcrnment  to  wute  the  people'i  moatf  tad 
prcTcnt  *  diilribution,  but  the  pcoiile  in  dje  time  wouM 
pro*id«  for  Hich  ■  contingflocy.  He  nid  he  wm  wrt; 
lofind  the  hanonble  member  from  New  York  oppoied 
(a  the  mcMure.  He  knew  Ihe  weight  hia  nunc  would 
btve  before  the  country,  ptrtkulBrlyamDng  the  pcevail- 
ing  pkrty  oftttc  dkjr.  The  genllenun  Menu  to  have  for- 
gotten that  hii  own  Slate  LeKiilaiure  unanimoualy  rec- 
ominended  tbia  meaMire  in  1830;  thai  Ihe;  were  traTcl- 
hngparipoitu  willi  the  Prefident  at  that  day.  How  i< 
it  tliat  at  the  elevenlh  hour  they  have  Tomken  the  Preii- 
dent  on  ihil  ■object?  Ur.  HcC.  said  that  it  waa  due  to 
the  administration  to  do  aoDielhinfr.  They  had  been 
cbarKed  with  taking  the  people*!  money  from  the  ciuto- 
dy  M  the  bw.  They  had  bean  charged  wHh  dcpoaiting 
it  in  bank*  that  were  uiuafe.  They  had  been  charged 
with  making  a  corrupt  uie  of  tbe  money,  for  electioneer- 
ing purpoae*.  it  has  been  charnd  that  they  are  afraid 
to  dutrlbute  the  money,  for  fear  it  will  break  the  depoa- 
ite  banki.  He  laid  be  did  not  pretend  to  uy  theie  cKar- 
gtt  were  true,  but  he  thought,  under  the  circumdinces, 
Ihe  adminiilration  vat  imperioualy  called  on  IQ  do  some- 
thing; that  the  people  would  not  reit  •■lisBed  when  they 
bad  it  in  their  power  to  refute  Iheae  charges,  iind  would 

The  gentlemen  cannot  ahleld  Ihemaelrea  behind  that 
flinity  battery — that  we  will  not  diatribute  the  surplui 
IVmii  the  Bilei  of  public  lands,  but  that  we  must  reduce 
the  tar'rfT,  when  they  know  (hat  the  President  says,  in 
his  annual  mesoige,  thai  the  compromise  bill  nuat  not  be 
disturbed.  What  do  gentlemen  mean  whan  they  talk 
about  a  redaction  of  duties,  particutarly  hia  colleague, 
[Mr.  GaaLAas,]  who  Ihope  will  not  disregard  the  rec- 
ommendationa  of  Ihe  Preaidentr 

[Here  Mr.  QaiLAn  internipled  Hr.  MeCaa«s,  and 
Mid  titat  he  waa  mistaken)  that  the  President  had  made 
no  aueb  recommendation  this  jesff — it  was  last  year.] 

Hr.  HcCosjis  ssid  that  hia  colleague  was  mistaken 
himself)  that  the  President  had  m»de  Ihe  same  reoom- 
mendstion  Ihls  year. 

[The  slalement  of  Hr.  HcComu  was  confirmed  by 
•everal  membera,  and  he  proceeded.] 

Mr.  McCoKis  said  that  the  measure  had  been  called 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill)  the  attention  of  Ihis  House  bs* 
been  called  specially  to  this  subject.  Why  call  it  Ur. 
Clay's  land  bill?  What  has  Hr.  Clay  to  do  with  this  sub- 
ject, any  mare  than  any  other  citiien  of  the  United  Statesf 
U  it  intended  to  make  a  party  question  of  this  matter  P 
Is  it  intended  to  setlte  the  principles  of  the  next  adnunis- 
tration  by  the  strength  and  popularity  of  Andrew  Jaok- 
■on  and  Henry  Clay,  bulb  about  to  retire  to  private  life — 
Hr-  Clay  a  oandidate  for  no  office,  and  the  President 
having  Riled  tbe  meaaute  of  his  country's  glory.'  He 
■aid  the  nu»e  of  Henry  Clay  m^t  induce  some  men  to 
vnte  anipst  the  measure.  Be  ssid  be  had  never  au^ 
ported  Mr.  CUy  for  any  officei  yet,  a*  •  western  Vir- 
pnian,  he  waa  always  proud  of  him  a*  one  of  her  moat 
talented  sons.  ThougQ  he  did  not  agree  with  him  in 
•ome  of  his  pohtical  meaaurea,  yet  he  always  admired 
the  lofty  bearing  of  the  bold  and  generous  Kentuckiani 
though  he  maybe  overwhelmed  by  the  ware  of  p*rty, 
yet,  when  these  party  timet  shall  subride,  and  tbe  merits 
of  thia  man  shall  be  calmly  reviewed,  posterity  will  en- 
rol his  name  on  the  brightest  pagea  of  American  history. 
He  will  be  regarded  as  one  of  those  rare  spirits  thai  can 
rise  with  tbe  crisis  and  soar  above  party  feeling  and  self- 
ish ambition,  and  cast  oil  on  tbe  troubled  waves  of  hia 
diatraeted  country.  Blaek  lines  mi^t  be  drawn  around 
hi*  name,  yet  a  glorious  reaurrection  awaits  him.  He 
wilt  live  imperishably  in  the  affeotkint  of  every  votary  of 
civil  liberty  througbout  the  world,  while  there  are 
many  whose  ephenMral  exialence  will  go  down  wilb 
the  ebbing  tide  of  poHtici  to  the  riwdei  of  oblivion- 


Here  Mr.  McC.  teemed  somewhat  exhaualed,  and 
several  propooed  that  he  should  move  that  tbe  oommilte« 
rise,  Ihit  ha  could  conclude  to-morrow.  He  said  ha 
wa«  already  under  obligations  to  the  committee  fiir  giv- 
ing him  their  attention  for  near  three  boursi  be  ooulil 
not  think  of  tieapassing  ftirtfaer  on  their  time.  Though 
he  intended  to  present  some  other  views  to  the  comroll- 
lee,  yet  he  found  bioMelf  too  mueh  exhauitedj  and  to 
accept  of  anadjaumment  would  be  to  violate  bis  pledg* 
when  he  commenced,  thathedidnotinletkd  to  makes  con- 
grcaiional  speech.  He  said  be  hoped  that  ill  partial 
would  unite  in  this  measure)  that  in  fact  it  wm  no  party 
measure,  and  would  nnt  be  a  party  meaaure,  unleta 
the  administration  made  it  one.  It  waa  idle  to  attempt 
to  chaise  the  minority  with  making  this  a  party  ques- 
tion. What  interest  can  a  minority  have  to  make  any 
question  a  party  question^  None,  unleas  they  with  to  in- 
sure  their  defeat.  It  is  tbe  interest  of  majorities  lo  mako 
party  questiona,  that  the  merits  of  tbe  matter  in  dispute 
may  be  lo«t  sight  of.  He  said  he  would  not  believe  that 
this  matter  would  share  that  file  till  he  saw  it.  Ur. 
HcCoMu  then  thanked  the  committee  and  lock  hia  seat. 
Mr.  TOWNS  then  obtained  the  floor,  and.  on  hia 
motion,  the  committee  rote  and  reported  to  tbe  House. 
NAVT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Briuua  having  resumed  the  chsir. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  CAMBBELENG,  the  House  took  up 
Ihe  amtndmeni  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  for  Ihe  year  1836. 

The  amendment  waa  as  follow*:  The  Senate  had  in- 
serted on  additional  clause  in  the  bill,  providing  tor  an 
eiploring  expedition  to  the  South  seat  the  House  hod 
amended  it,  substantially,  by  authoriiiturtbe  President  of 
the  United  Statea  to  send  out  the  said  expedition,  "  if, 
in  kit  opiitiM,  lit  puUie  intact  tkaU  rtqiirt  a."  Tb« 
bid  being  returned  to  tbe  Senate,  they  nod  stricken  out 
the  wotdainilalic^  thereby  making  it  imperative  nn  the 
Prendent,  or  taking  from  him  any  discretion  on  the 
aibjeet. 

Hr.  CAHBBELEKG  moved  that  the  Hoote  recede. 
Mr.  JARVIS  hoped  the  House  would  not  recede.  He 
was  for  leaving  it  to  tbe  discretion  of  tbe  President, 
becauae  the  House  were  not  at  present  in  poeseision  erf 
faelssufficient  to  justify  them  In  directing  the  expedition 
to  be  undertaken  immediately, 

Hr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn)  loot. 
Hr.  JARVIS  resumed  his  opposition  to  the  motion, 
then  pending,  to  recede,  and  alto  to  the  object  of  Ihe 
whole  amendnienti  for  he  thought  it  neither  expedient 
to  embark  in  such  an  expedition,  nor  could  he  anticipate 
any  of  those  splendid  advantages  which  tome  gentlemen 
promised  thcmaelves.  He  was  for  leaving  it,  at  leott,  to 
Ihe  discretionary  power  of  the  President,  who  would  not 
shrink  from  the  responsibility. 

Hf.  ADAMS  contended  that  the  word  "  authoriied," 
in  tbe  amendment,  left  it  sufficiently  discretionary  with 
Ihe  Freudent.  He  conceived  the  bill  to  be  the  same  in 
effect,  whether  the  wordi  struck'out  by  the  Senate  were 
retained  or  not;  the  whole  would  still  be  left  entirely  at 
his  discretion. 

Hr.  JARVIS  then  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the  no. 

Mr.  MERCER  contended  that  the  word  "  autborixed" 
was,  in  parliamentary  phraseology,  u  imperative  on  the 
President  at  tbe  wonl  "  require."  The  word  "  autho- 
rized''wosalways  used  when  the  President  Wat  required 
to  perform  any  act)  but  if  it  was  intended  to  leave  it  dia 
cretionary  with  the  Execntive,  the  words  thonld  be  re- 
Mr.  GRAVES  remarked  that  he  hoped  Ihe  Houae 
would  not  agree  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
because  be  woi  convinoed  that  many  metnbcra  bad  voted 


,A_.OOglC 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


hr  tbc  bill  in  contequence  of  the  amendraent  which  wu 

nude  to  it  by  thii  Houie,  ind   wbicb  the  Se *" 

•tri«ken  out ;  for  many  who  had  not  (he  neceMirjr 
Mttiiry  (bcniMlrct  of  the  ntfceaiity  of  the  meuure  voted 
for  it,  from  ■  confidence  they  hid  in  the  Prendent,  and 
fromabelibf  he  would  not  incur  the  reiponsibilily  of  (he 
expenditure  without  good  Teuoni. 

Mr.  &DAH3  rejoined,  that  an  authorily  to  do  a  thing 
did  not  necp«Mri1y  imply  an  imperatiTe  obll^t'ion  to  do 
it.  Am  an  illuitration  of  this,  he  referred  to  a  oue  that 
occurred  in  FennayWania.  The  conatilution  of  Ihat  State 
prorided  thai  the  Governor  "  may"  remore  (be  judgesi 
utd  in  a  controTCre)'  on  the  meaning  of  (hB(  word,  be- 
tween the  Governor  and  the  Legiilalure,  the  Governor 
told  them  (bat  (he  word  "  may"  toiDetimci  meant  "  will 

Mr.  ORATES  remarkedi  In  reply  to  tb«  pnlleman 
from  Manachuaett*,  [Hr.  Aduu,]  h«  had  only  to  aay 
that  it  teemed  (ohim  (o  devolve  very  naturally  on  the 
eneiniea  of  (he  meaiurc  (o  ice  u  oiany  guardi  thrown 
■round  the  expenditure  a*  wat  pnctieable.  But  (he 
KCntleiDan  nya  Ihat  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  doei 
not  change  in  aubitance  (be  bill  aa  amended  by  (hit 
HouaC)  and  that  the  word  "  tliey,"  uaed  <n  the  bill,  left 
the  aubjectaicntirelyintheditcretionofthePreaident  as 
the  worda  *■  if  in  hiaopiniDn  the  public  service  requirei." 
Now,  ilr,  thiais  iruly  a  strange  doctrine,  oonaidcring' the 
•ouTce  from  which  it  comes)  for  that  geniteman,  since 
thia  acMion,  has  objected  (o  the  phraseology  of  hills 
passed  by  (hii  House,  because  Ibe  words  "  is  hereby  re* 
quired"  were  inaerted  after  (he  word  *■  msyt"  and  now 
tlia(  ft  fkvorite  measure  of  his  has  come  up,  and  depend* 
tot  its  psatage,  perhaps,  upon  a  different  ground,  (he 
pnttcman  abaiidons  hia  former  principles,  and  uya,  in 
effect,  Ihat  bis  former  opinion*  vere  all  wrong,  and  (hit 
the  effect  of  hi*  former  bvorite  phrMeology  places  ail 
the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Prendent,  by  the  lin^sge 
nsuilly  employed  by  icts  of  Congress  entirely  in  his  dia- 
eretion. 

The  point  was  (urtber  discussed  by  UcMTi.  JUD80N, 
MANNof  New  York,  UERCRR,  ADAMS,  and  HUNTS- 
MAN. 

Hr.  OAUBRELENG  then  modified  his  motion  by 
moving  that  the  House  "  concur"  with  (he  Senate  in  (heir 
•mendment. 

After  a  few  remark*  from  Hessrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
CAMBBBLENG,  MGRCEB,  FRENCH,  and  ADAHS, 

Mr.  McKlH  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn)  lost: 
Ayei54,noesSl. 

T\m  previous  question  was  then  seconded  by  the 
Boose  I  AyetSS,  noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  (hen  ordered  (o  be  put. 

The  main  queition  was  on  concurring  with  (he  Senate 
in  their  proposed  amendmenlf  and,  (hereon, 

Hr.  HOPKINS  Biked  for  (he  yeas  aod  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  (he  question   vu  decided. in   tbe 

«.e  nou.  "  '"'' 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

.WiDSUMt,  U<t>  II. 
CROCTAW  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflVurs, 
DMde  •  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  far  the  adjustment 
of  certain  cisims  to  reservations  of  land  under  tbe  14th 
article  of  the  tmiy  of  1S30  with  (he  Choctaw  indiansi 
which  was  read  twice  and  commiiied. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Misaissippi,  rerauked  tbat  Ibis 
report  and  bill  were  of  great  importance  to  hia  conatitu- 
enti,  Md  to  tbe  Union  generally.    Propariy  to  an  im- 


•tingtiiahed  churmao,  would  plaMlbe  vbole 


of  this  exteniire  apeculation,  and  go  far  to  quiet  tbe 
excitement  that  eztsted  on  the  subject.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  indutre  him  witb  tbe  printing  of  five  tboV' 
sand  extra  copies  m  the  report  and  bill.  It  was  a  very 
unusual  number,  but  the  extrmordinary  intereat  of  the 
iubjecE  would  jultify  it. 

Tbe  motion  was  received,  and  tbe  Chair  stated  that 
it  would,  under  the  rule,  lie  over  one  day. 

Hr.  CLAIBORNE  aaked  the  House  to  consider  the 
motion  at  that  timej  which  being  objeoted  to,  he  moved 
to  Hiaptnd  the  rule  liar  tbe  purpoac  atatcdt  which  wsa 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  thought  the  number  of  extra  copies 
propoaed  unnecessarily  large.   He  named  two  thousand. 

Mr,  HAWF.3  was  in  favor  of  the  largeat  number.  Tbe 
subject  was  one  of  importance  to  (he  whole  Houdwrn 
coundy. 

Mr.  VINTON  objected  to  printing  so  lar^  a  number. 
There  were  but  a  few  hundred  persons  tnierested  ■■ 
these  cliims,  and  these  were  confined  to  a  psrticular 
district  of  ttie  country.  Thia  report  was  of  no  aort  of 
importance  or  interest  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  New 
York,  Usssacbusetts,  and  most  of  (be  other  State*)  and 
be  knew  no  rrsaon  why  five  thousand  extrm  copiei 
rtioutd  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAWES  said  •  great  deal  of  (etiimony  would 
have  to  he  (aken  in  the  Stale  of  Mississippi  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  these  claims.  The  report  pointed  out  the  char- 
SAter  of  evidence  which  was  required,  and  that  document 
should  be  extensively  circulated,  for  the  purpoae  of 
eliciting  testimony  oecrssary  to  a  correct  deciaion  upon 
the  claims  referred  lo. 

Mr.  GBENNELL  said  this  w»*  a  subject  which  had 
heretofore  produced  much  excitement  and  conversatkm. 
As  it  wia  about  being  brought  to  a  doae,  and  a*  the 

Eeople  in  all  parts  of  the  country  were  ioteresled  in  It, 
e  hoped  the  motion  lo  print  Ibe  largest  number  euuld 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  adverted  lo  tbe  deep 
interest  which  wu  felt  upon  thi*  subject,  and  advocated 
tbe  motion  of  the  pentlcman  from  Uiasisnppi. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNB  said  he  would  state,  tot  the  'inEor> 
malion  of  the  House,  that  the  claima  under  the  14(h 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Babbit  creek  involved, 
as  he  understood,  leveral  hundred  thousand  acres  ol  tbe 
pubticdomain,  and  were  therefore*  aubject  of  intereat  lo 
tbe  people  of  tbe  whole  Union.  It  wu  not,  a*  gentle* 
men  contended,  a  aubieot  exclusively  of  local  interest. 


the  first  tin 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Virroa]  or  tbe  gentleman  fr 
Jersey  [Mr.  Fibkik]  manifest  an  indifference  toirards 
tbe  public  lands.  On  most  occasion*  they  watched  tbe 
public  landa  with  duenna  eyesi  and  now,  when  a  report 
ia  made  upon  a  question  that  will  either  preacrre  or 
transfer  from  the  United  States  property  lo  a  Urge 
amount,  they  are  found  opposing  the  general  circulation 
which  such  a  document  on  such  a  subject  should  have. 
Hr.  C.  said  he  did  not  ask  the  printing  of  an  extra  num- 
ber as  a  special  boon  tohimaelf  urto  hi*  constituents.  It 
was  due  to  the  whole  country  that  tbe  subject  should  he 
exposed  in  all  ittlightsand  shadow*.  If  fraud*  had  been 
committed,  they  were  not  committed  exclusively  by 
UiEaisiippiin*.  Hia  Slate  was  swarming  with  foreign 
speculators)  foreign  capital  to  an  immense  amount  bad 
been  sent  there  for  the  purchase  of  lands)  and  he  would 
venture  to  aay  that  very  few  of  the  permanent  eitiieni 
of  hia  State  bad  any  thing  to  do  with  these  14th  article 
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cltuim.  If  anj  infaraj',  ttaj  de^radallon,  ihould  follow 
the  esporare  ii  the  Iraimctioiu  of  thii  ipecuUlion,  (here 
(FCK  miny  gentlemen  on  thii  floor  whoae  conilituentt 
would  have  to  ptrticlplte  in  it.  He  therefore  innited 
on  hit  motion  for  the  printing  of  Are  tboonnd  additionil 
copiei,  becauie  he  wu  anzioiu  thit  ererr  conilitaent  he 
had,  and  the  eounliy  g^enerally,  ibould  lee  llie  whole 
•abject  in  it*  proper  l^ht. 

The  ntolion  lo  print  five  Ihounnd  extra  copie*  of  the 
bill  and  report  wu  then  agreed  to. 

BEFRESENTATIYES'  H.\LL. 
Hr.  MERCER  aiked  leare  to  tubmit  a  motion  to  di- 
rect the  telect  eominittee  of  twenty-four,  to  which  wat 
referred  an  inquiry  into  the  proper  mode  of  managing 
oontcfted  electioni  before  the  House,  to  aiocrtain 
wbettier  a  better  halt  for  the  purpotei  of  a  deliberative 
bod;  than  the  preient  hall  of  Repreaentativea  can  be 

Erovided  within  the  Capitol,  and  have  leave  lo  report  by 
ill  or  olhcrwiae. 

Hr.  M.  obtained  leave  lo  make  a  ahort  atatement, 
which  he  thought  would  aatiifj  the  Houie  thai  the  reto- 
lution  ought  to  be  adopted.  He  nid  be  had  j^ne  to  the 
halt  of  the  Library  with  an  experienced  arefaitect,  and 
had  examined  the  room*  and  the  walla,  and  be  found  that 
•  room  could  be  provided  there,  of  the  dimenalon*  of 
ninety  feet  by  fifty.  He  Hud  the  chord  of  the  circle  of 
Itie  prttent  Houae  waa  ninety  fleet,  and  the  apace  oceu* 
pied  by  the  Houae  wu  about  fiRy  feet  deep.  He  wu 
taliafled  that  a  hall  eould  t>e  made  where  the  Library 
BOW  ia,  aa  good  and  convenient  for  a  deliberative  aaaem- 
biy  M  could  be  deviaed  If  a  Capitol  waa  about  lo  be 
conalructed  anewi  and  he  hoped  the  reaolution  would 
be  adopted,  that  th«  Hoaae  might  have  the  report  of  a 
eommitlee  apon  the  aubject. 

Objectiona  being  made  to  acting  upon  the  propoaitlon 
•t  Ibia  lime, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  the  rulea  be  auipeiKled  for 
the  purpoae  of  acting  upon  ili  and  (he  queation  being 
taken,  there  appeared :  Ayea  97,  noea  49— not  quite  two 
Ihirda. 

PROCEEDS  OP  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Houae  reaumed  the  conalderation  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  lo  distribute  the  proceeda  of  the  aalea  of  the 
public  landa  among  the  aeveral  Slatei,  and  lo  grant  landa 
to  certain  SUtea. 

Three  propoaitiona  were  pending:  the  tint  wu  to 
refer  the  bill  tS  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  llie  state 
of  the  Union,  the  tecond  lo  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Landa,  and  the  third  thatit  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  H^na. 

Mr.  GILLET,  who  waa  entitled  to  the  floor,  addreaaed 
the  House  at  aome  length  in  tupport  or  hi*  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
could  find  nothing  in  tbe  duties  of  the  Commiltee  on 
Public  Lands,  m  defined  in  the  rule  which  he  had  read  on 
yeaterdaj,  appertaining  to  the  revenueaof  the  country) 
bnl  that  their  peculiar  duty  waa  to  provide  for  taking 
oare  of  the  public  land*,  llie  genlleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  CuKiiaa}  hid  argued  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Landa  were  not  only  committed  on  Ibia  anb- 
ject,  but  that  they  were  telecled  generally  from  tbe 
new  SUtca.  Now,  (Ur.  G.  said,)  lie  would  call  the 
attention  of  that  gentleman  and  the  Houw  lo  the  formi- 
tion  of  Ihe  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  aa  the  ma- 
jority of  that  committee  were  not  selected  from  the  new 
SCateai  and  thei^fore  that  committee  could  not  be  objec- 
tionable on  (hat  groond.  Six  of  Ihe  member*  of  that  com- 
mittee were  from  the  old  Statesi  therefore,  that  considera- 
tion alone  ought  to  recommend  it  Urongly  to  the  cou- 
rideralion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvanit.  Another 
of  Ihe  reaaona  iImI  Ihe  gentleman  had  urged  why  the 
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bill  ahould  not  f^o  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landl 
wa*,  that  that  commiltee  had  expreaaed  an  opinion  on 
another  meaaure  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  It 
seemed  to  Mr.  O.  that,  merely  because  Ihal  committea 
had  expreised  an  opinion  on  another  measure,  it  should 
not  be  disfranchised.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  however,  were  not  commilted,  as  (hey  hid  not 
brougiit  before  the  House  any  report,  or  given  any  votw 
on  any  proposition  which  had  committed  them  for  or 
against  Ihi*  measure.  It  waa,  too,  their  peculiar  duty 
to  attend  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  to 
«ee  what  amount  of  money  might  be  in  the  Treasury, 
and  to  aee  what  probable  call*  there  would  be  for  that 
money.  If  gentlemen  would  take  notice,  a  motion  had 
heretofore  been  made  to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  They  would  End  that  tbe 
Kentucky  resolutions,  which  had  been  discussed  week 
after  week  upon  each  petition  dsy,  were  proposed  Xa 
be  referred  to  that  committee.  But  the  reason  why 
hi*  colleague  [Mr.  GBmsxa]  objected  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Waya  and  Means  was,  because  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  bad  said  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  would  be  no  such  thing  aa  a  surplus  revenue  to 
dispose  of.  Now,  the  fact  stated  by  hi*  colleague  t 
reuon  why  the  bill  ahould  not  go  to  that  commi 
was  the  very  reaaon  why  Mr.  G.  thought  it  ahould  go 
there,  because  that  committee  had  charge  of  all  subject! 
appertaining  to  the  linancea  of  the  country)  first,  u  to 
what  amount  of  money  there  wu  in  the  Treaauryi 
aecondly,  whether  Ihe  same  amount  received  Isat  year 
will  be  received  thi*  yean  and,  thirdly,  lo  consider  th« 
probable  calls  which  would  be  made  for  Ihe  money  in 
the  Treasury.  Mr.  O.  had  understood  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  to  say  that  if  Confrren  made  the  appro- 
prialioni  which  were  called  for  t>y  hills  then  reported, 
there  would  be  no  such  thing  u  a  surplus  revenue  to 
divide.  If  il  wu  true  that  there  would  be  call*  for  all 
tbe  money  in  the  Treaaury,  then  certainly  the  bill  ought 
lo  be  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
so  that  they  might  report  and  tell  the  House  what  call* 
were  to  be  made  for  the  public  money,  and  show  whe< 
iher  Ihe  assertion*  qf  the  chainnan  of  that  commiltee 
were  correct.  Hod  certainly  that  commitlee  wu  the 
proper  commiltee  to  refer  this  subject  to.  But  his  col- 
league [Hr.  GaiirsaB]  had  ar^ed  aa  another  reason 
why  this  subject  should  not  go  to  that  eommiltee,  be- 
cause they  ought  to  act  promptly  and  speedily  on  the 
aubject,  and  that  they  now  bad  u  much  information  u 
if  the  committee  had  reported  on  the  subject.  Now, 
Hr.  G.  disagreed  with  his  colleague  entirely  on  thi* 
subject.  Although  his  colleague  might  be  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  still  that  wu  not  the  case  with  every 
member  of  the  Hou«e,  and  it  certainly  was  not  the  caae 
with  Mr.  O.  himself.  He  had  not  made  himself  so 
funiliar  with  the  aubject  a*  his  colleague  seemed  to  have 
made  himself.  But  there  waa  a  strong  reason  why  they 
should  not  act  speedilyi  that  is,  before  they  dispose  of 
the  other  buMneas  before  them  involving  appropnation*i 
because  tiiey  could  not,  until  that  business  wu  disposed 
of,  say  what  amount  there  would  be  in  the  Treaaury  to 
be  divided)  and  if  there  would  be  nothing,  they  would 
be  placed  in  the  ridiculoua  aituation  of  having  passed  \ 
taw  to  distribute  tbe  surplus  revenue  when  there  WM 
none  to  dialribule. 

The  decision  of  this  question  ought  to  depend  upon 
the  action  of  Ihe  House  on  a  variety  of  subjects;  and  he 
wished  lo  call  the  atlenlion  of  hia  colleague  [Mr.  Qais. 
eas]  to  some  of  those  subject*.  As  that  gentleman,  he 
presumedj  expected  lo  come  into  power,  he  (Mr,  O.J 
wished  be  would  give  them  all  the  information  on  theae 
various  subjects  he  could.  He  would  first  inquira  of 
him  whether  he  waa  prepared  t"  go  for  ti>E  defence*  of 
Ihe  country)  for  putting  the  country  in  a  state  of  de- 
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fence  to  protect  ui  ifiiintt  tnj  nation  tnd  every  nation) 
btciute,  if  be  did,  he  imaf^ined  he  would  hare  but  a  imall 
amaunt  of  revenue  to  diilribute.  He  also  wiahed  to 
know  if  thai  ^nllenun  woutd  go  for  tbe  propoiilion  in 
relation  to  the  traniporlation  of  the  maili  on  railroads. 
Me  thought  if  the  gentleman  vent  for  ibat,  there  would 
be  no  luch  Ihinic  aa  a  aurptu*  tevenue  to  dUtribute. 

He  ihen  further  wiahed  to  kno«  whether  he  woutd 
^  Tor  building  cuiloin-liousea,  and  courl-houaei  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  federal  courl^  and  for  arming 
tnd  ditciplining'  the  militiat  beouiae,  if  he  would  go  for 
theae  meaaurea,  he  moat  certainly  would  have  ft  very 
tmall  amount  of  aurptua  lo  diatribute.  There  waa  alio 
ft  propotition,  which  waa  aomewhat  agitated  at  Ihe  prea- 
cnt  time,  to  reduce  Ibe  poalage  on   newapapera  and 

tamphlela)  and  another  lo  make  barbori  and  build 
ght-hnuiet)  and  if  the  gentleman  went  for  theae  meat- 
Urea,  the  aurplua  would  be  greatly  dimiDiiheil.  Another 
fropoiition  before  them  waa  to  make  a  canal  around  the 
alii  of  Niagara,  the  calimated  cspenae  of  which  waa 
five  millinna  of  dollara;  and  it  wal  very  impoitant  that 
theae  aubjecia  ahould  be  aetlled  before  tbey  paaaed  • 
law  like  ilie  preient. 

The  CH\IB  said  the  merila  of  Ihe  queation  could  not 
be  gone  into  on  ft  motion  to  refer  the  lubject  lo  a  com- 

Hr.  GRANGETI  hoped  hii  colleague  would  be  per- 
mtlled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  VIKTON  underalDod  the  gentleman  aa  referring 
lo  theae  aubjecta  to  ahow  that  ihe  bill  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Commillee  of  Waya  and  Meant. 
.  Mr.  GlLLli^T  returned.  He  tald  Ihey  had  Jail  paMed 
a  bill  which  contained  a  propoailion  to  6l  out  a  South 
■•a  ripedition,  and  there  waa  no  telling  but  that  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  lend  out  another  expedition 
before  the  end  of  the  aeuion.  Betidea  thin,  there  waa 
ft  diipoaition  to  have  the  aalea  of  public  landa  confined 
to  actual  aetllerai  and  if  the  aalea  abould  be  ao  limited, 
It  would  keep  a  Urge  amount  of  money  from  going  into 
tbe  Treaaury,  Again;  there  vaa  a  propoiiliDn  berore 
Ihe  Houie  to  graduate  the  price  ofthe  public  landai  and 
If  Ihey  paaaed  llial  bill  tbey  would  greatly  diminlih  ihc 
ftmount  of  revenue  lo  be  received  from  landa-  Now,  if 
the  gentleman  waa  for  theae  propoiilions,  he  woulil  find 
that  there  would  be  ■  leu  amount  of  surplus  to  divide 
than  be  inwgined.  There  waa,  betidea  ihii,  a  propoii- 
tion  to  erect  an  armory  of  conilruelion  in  Ihe  Weit,  and 
ft  national  foundry  to  caat  cannon,  which  would  take 
■way  and  diminlih  the  lurplui  very  coniiderably.  Then 
there  waa  another  propoiilion  of  a  diatinguiajied  indi- 
vidual, whom  he  imagined  hii  eolleague  had  no  doubt 
would  come  into  power,  which  waa  to  ftpply  the 
aurplua  revenue  for  Ihe  purpnae  of  coloniaing  ihe 
blacks.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  views  of  bis  col- 
league on  these  aubjecist  *nd  he  considered  it  important 
that  these  qucationa  ahould  be  settled  before  tliia  bill 
Wftt  puaed.  He  would  give  no  opinion  on  any  oflheae 
subject^  except  aa  to  Ihe  defcnee  of  the  country,  and 
arming  ihe  militia.  He  bad  nothing  to  aiy  aa  lo  the 
merita  of  Ihe  other  propoaitiona,  becauie  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  expreas  an  oplninn  upon  them  when 
they  came  up  lo  be  acted  Upon)  but  before  tlie  Treasury 
should  be  swept  of  every  dollar,  theae  queaiiona  should 
be  pataed.  1'here  was  a  contraveray,  loo,  aa  to  the 
amount  of  money  In  the  Treasury.  Some  had  contended 
that  there  were  sixteen  «r  seventeen  mdlinnt,  while 
Others  said  there  was  the  sum  of  fifiy  or  sixty  millions 
In  the  1'reasury.  The  Committee  uf  Ways  and  Mean*, 
then,  ought  lo  leave  thia  aubjtct  before  the  Huuie,  and 
all  tlw  light  upon  it  which  they  could  give,  before  tbey 
psiaed  this  bill.  There  waa  *lso  ■  propoiition  lu  pay 
off  nil  Ihe  French  claims  prior  to  1800;  and,  besides  iliia, 
Ihe  treaty  aiipulailons  would  require  upwards  of  seven 
miltioDS  doliars. 


There  were  alto  a  number  of  private  claiitu^  and 
many  of  them  did  not  carry  the  amount  of  tbe  appro- 
priaiion  made  by  tbem  on  their  face.  Re  did  not  say 
which  of  these  appropriationa  he  ahould  vole  for,  except 
the  ones  for  tbe  national  defence  and  for  anning  the 
miliiiat  but  he  would  aiy,  if  ihey  paaaed  thia  bill,  dis- 
IribulinK  the  public  revenue,  they  would  prejudge  the 
whole  of  theae  clalma.  II  aeemed  to  him  that  Ihey  ought 
to  refer  thia  bill  to  the  Co»)mittee  of  Waya  and  Mrsna, 
and  have  a  report  from  that  committee  in  relation  to  the 
financea  of  the  nation.  The  genlleman  from  Mistachu- 
selU  [Mr.  LiHcoLir]  ha*  given,  among  oilier  reasnns 
why  thia  bill  tbould  not  go  to  the  Committee  of  Waya 
anil  Ueans,  becauac  they  would  have  the  influence  of  a 
report  from  that  committee  againat  it.  Now,  it  seemed 
lo  Mr.  G.  that  if  thia  bill  could  not  atand  Ihe  test  of  a 
report  from  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana,  or  Ihe 
Committee  on  Public  LAnda,  that  it  muat  be  ft  fcrj 
doubtful  meaaure  indeed.  He  apprehended  lliat  the 
country  waa  not  prepared  for  a  meaiure,  if  it  was  lo  be 
injured  by  a  report  from  one  of  the  standing  commitleea 
oF  the  Houie.  If  the  meaaure  stood  strong  m  the  ^mbVio 
esllmation,  ai  gentlemen  have  said  it  did.  a  report  from 
a  committee  would  not  kill  it|  and  if  it  could  not  stand 
the  leal  of  that  scrutiny,  it  ought  not  to  be  ptiaed. 

II  was  a  new  thing  in  that  House,  that  a  propositioB 
to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  public  money  should  not 
be  allowed  to  take  the  uiual  courae  in  Ihc  Huuae.  Sucb 
■  thing  never  had  been  heard  of  in  that  lull,  as  to  endeavor 
to  carry  ao  important  a  measure  without  letlii'g  it  re< 
ceive  the  inveiiigntion  of  a  commillee.  It  waa  ihe 
proper  place  to  refer  it  to  one  of  Ihe  alanding  commit- 
tees, and,  if  it  ihoutd  aland  the  lett  of  that  commillee, 
then  let  it  come  into  Ihe  Houae  and  be  ditcuased  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  atite  of  ihe  Union.  Ha 
Ihoughl  gentlemen  ought  lo  go  with  bim  in  acnding  this 
bill  tu  Ihe  Commitlee  of  Waya  and  Meana.  II  it  waa  not 
able  to  stand  the  teal  of  Ibe  acrutiny  of  that  cominittee, 
then  it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  BR1GG9  obtained  the  Boor,  but  gave  ws;  to 

Ur.  GKANGER,  who  claimed  the  indulgence  of  the 
Rouse  Id  be  permitted  lo  reply  to  the  several  queaiiona 
llial  had  been  addreaaed  lo  him  by  his  coIJcague,  Titr. 
Qii.rr.1 

Leave  having  been  granted, 

Mr.  GRANGEK  aaid:  As  lam  bound  to  presume,  Ur. 
Speaker,  that  my  honorable  colleague  haa  come  to  the 
eoncluiion  that  it  is  high  time  tn  abandon  all  non-com- 
mittal candidates,  or  that  he  would  never  have  preaumed 
lo  calechiae  me  in  Ihe  manner  he  has  done,  I  will  en- 
deavor,  without  preparation  and  without  a  document 
before  me  to  which  I  can  refer,  lo  anawer,  aa  plainly 
and  limply  aa  I  am  able,  the  several  questions  he  has 
propounded  to  me.  presuming  that  he  snd  tlie  parly 
with  whom  he  acta  are  as  ready  to  declare  their  sent<> 
menta  aa  are  those  who  may  be  opposed  to  them.  1 
have  been  acme  time  aware  thai,  ever  aince  lluise  in 
power  found  tliat  Ihey  hid  held  up  to  thia  country  a 
hope  of  the  dialributiun  of  the  public  revenue  after  Ihe 
niiionai  debt  waa  eiiinguiahedt  that  (earn  tlie  moment 
Ihey  discovered  the  debt  was  cancelled,  ibe  next  plan 
to  be  adopted  was  lo  dtviie  ways  and  meana  by  wliicb 
lliDse  funda  could  be  retained  in  tbe  handa  nf  the  pany, 
to  the  deitrucliun  uf  the  very  hopei  which  Ihey  had  cra- 
ated.  II  is  with  a  view  to  carry  out  tliii  purpoie,  and  [ 
here  boldly  mike  the  charge,  that  miny  of  the  plana 
now  preaented  for  squandering  Ihc  public  treaaure  have 
been  introduced — plana  which,  had  Ihey  been  prciemed 
here  four  yeara  ago,  would  have  hurled  our  rulen  from 
llieir  plaeea.  What  haa  been  the  doctrine  contended 
furby  tbiiadminiitraliun?  A  doctrine,  as  we  well  know, 
which  haa  commended  itaelfto  a  mijorily  ol  Ihe  people 
oTlbeUniled  Biatcsi  whidi  people,  X  triMtt  atcnowprei 
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pircd  to  hold  those  who  have  mtde  tbeie  promitai  to 
tticir  perforrnance. 

It  hit  been  aiid  that  your  pablio  debt  wal  firat  to  be 
paid  off  I  that  a  moit  rigid  econoinjr  wa*  to  be  enrorced 
in  every  deptrtmenl,  c'lril  and  militaryi  until  that  debt 
wai  extin^iahedi  and  that  then  drcent  and  proper  de- 
fencet  for  the  country  ^ould  be  createdi  but  that  the 
large  balance  which  muat  remain  ahould  be  divided 
amungit  Ihc  people,  from  whom  it  cane.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared 10  quote  accurately  from  the  nteiaag^  of  the  E(. 
ecutlve  in  1829;  but  I  do  aay  that  menage,  and  the  one 
or  the  fultowing  year,  held  up  lo  the  peopie  of  thia 
country  the  diitribution  of  the  public  revenue  among 
the  aevcral  9ta(ea,  ai  the  only  juat  and  equal  meaaure 
by  which  the  lurplu*  funda  could  be  returned  lo  the 
pockets  of  the  people. 

I  do  aay,  further,  that  the  rxeeulire  power  of  New 
TorV,  which,  from  the  year  1838,  baa  taken  care  on  all 
oeeaiiona  ctoaelj  to  interlink  iti  concern!  with  what  hai 
been  eonceiied  to  be  the  glorioui  adminiatration  of  Ibe 
General  Government,  taaa,  year  after  year,  held  up  to 
(he  hope  of  the  people  a  beiief  that  the  public  Fundi 
would  ha  divided)  and  the  only  queation  reserved  waa  a 
queation  of  eonitilutional  right.  A  reiolulion,  exprea- 
live  of  the  wiahea  of  that  Btate,  paaaed  the  popular 
branch  of  its  Legialalure  during  the  seaaion  of  1831.  by 
ft  unanimous  vote,  and  a  strong  report  in  its  favor  waa 
presented  to  the  Senate  hy  a  committee,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  a  prominent  leader  of  the  dominant  paHyt 
which  parly  ha*  lately,  in  the  aame  hall  of  legislation, 
refused  even  to  print  reaolutiona  which  were  ofTrred, 
asking  for  a  disrribution  of  «  portion  of  the  proceed)  of 
the  public  landi,  aecordlnK  to  the  proviaioni  of  this  bill. 

[Ur.  UBitsBwauD  here  rose,  and  alated  that  he  had 
the  Freaidcnt's  mcatage  of  18S9.  and  extracts  from 
Governor  Throop's  meatages  in  1830  and  1631,  before 
him,'  and  that  he  would  resd  the  paasagea  referred  to  by 
tbe  jTcntkmsn  frvm  New  York.] 

Mr.  Gbissib  resumed.  I  do  not  care  about  the  pre- 
ciae  word*,  airi  I  pledge  myaeif  on  their  general  tenor. 
No  genlleman  can  gaioaay  Ihe  position  I  have  assumed. 
1  take  it  in  ita  broadeat  sense,  and  haaard  myself  upon  it. 

To  avoid  thit  promised  result,  and  to  disappoint  thii 
juilly  created  hope,  every  plan  which  inj^nuity  can  de- 
vise has  been  thrown  into  this  hall,  and  held  out  to  the 
cupidity  of  certain  interests  in  this  country,  to  retain,  if 
pDeubic,  the  public  money  in  the  Treasury  i  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  new  York,  with  a  view  lo  create  an  aggre- 
gate of  expenditure  equal  to  the  present  imount  of 
those  moneys,  has  propounded  to  me  a  set  of  questions, 
which  I  will  endeavor  to  answer. 

The  gentleman  commiti  himself  upon  nothingi  he  asks 
(ne  to  commit  myself  on  every  thing.  I  am  willing  to 
do  so,  and  but  that  he  is  so  anxious  to  avoid  all  declira. 
tion  of  responsibility,  1  should  suppose  be  had  aban- 
doned the  achool  of  politics  to  which  he  has  been 
pledgedi  but  vhen  at  last,  after  thus  boldly  calechiaing 
me.  In  a  manner  certainly  unprecedented,  but  of  which 
I  do  not  complain,  and  after  demanding  my  opinion  up- 
on subjeclB  many  of  which  have  not  been  and  will  not  be 
preaented  for  liie  action  of  the  House,  he  reaerves  the 
right  of  withholding  his  own  opinions,  and  of  still  fight- 
ing under  the  chameleon  banner  of  hia  non-committal 
ehlef\ain.  I  auppoae  that  be  haa  yet  ■  little  inkling  of 
hia  firat  love  left,  which  he  will  nut  entirely  abandon  un- 
til he  is  satisfied  that  the  cauae  is  deaperate. 

The  gentleman  firat  sska  me  whether  I  am  willing  to 
go  into  expenditures  necessary  for  the  proper  defence 
of  the  country.  I  auppoae  he  meana  a  defence  of  the 
seaboard.  If  he  wishes  a  direct  answer,  whether  I  am 
for  or  againat  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  an  amendment  to  which  is  now  under 
discussion,  I  Ay  I  am  opposed  to  it.    1  lake  thia  oppor- 


Itled  policy  of  Ibis 
IF  he  ssks  whether  I  am  willing  lo  adopt  the  smendment 
of  the  gentleman  who  Msods  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meins,  which  is  based  on  Ihe  at. 
sumption  Ihst  funds  enough  should  be  expended  to  arm 
all  the  forlifieatinna  now  in  existence,  I  aay  that  1  am 
ready  lo  expend  such  sum  u  can  be  judiciously  e» 
pended  during  the  present  year  In  arming  those  fortrfi. 
cationa.  That  amendment  provides  for  an  appropria. 
tion  of  srOO.IXX).  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  thia  )• 
more  than  can  be  expended  during  the  current  yeari 
but,  acting  as  I  do  under  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
I  will  not  go  into  Ihe  details  of  this  subject  noW|  but, 
from  Ihe  examination  1  have  given  lo  it,  1  should  sup- 
pose that  some  amount,  froni  MOO.OOO  to  9100,000, 
might  he  advaniigeouily  applied  lo  arming  the  fortlflea- 
tionq  on  the  seaboard.  Whatever  that  sum  may  be,  tt 
shall  cheerfully  receive  my  vote.  T  will  not  vote  fiir  k 
dollar  beyond  it. 

What  ia  tbe  biatory  of  the  fortification  ayatem  in  thit 
coiiittryf  For  he  who  will  not  learn  wisdom  fiom  tha 
past  is  but  a  dull  scholar.  In  the  year  1816  or  1817, 
(I  do  not  know  the  precise  period,  I  speak  from  memory, 
and,  ir  in  error,  hope  to  be  corrected,)  apisnof  defenea 
was  devised,  under  the  surveys  and  eslimstrs  made  by  * 
dialinguiahed  foreigner,  who  had  arrived  in  our  cnontry 
a  short  time  prevlouity.  Thai  plan  was  partially  en. 
tered  uponi  but  it  is  not  msieriil  to  dwell  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  further  than  to  aay  that,  since  the  lale  war, 
we  have  expended  about  twelve  millions  on  fortificationa. 

During  the  administration  of  ihe  gentleman  in  front  of 
me,  [Mr.  Adixs,]  and  during  the  present  administra- 
lion,  iherehas  never  been  a  denial  of  one  dollar  to  carry 
on  ihe>e  worksf  and  yel,  what  did  my  colleague  [Hr. 
CixBxims]  tell  us  Ihe  other  day?  That,  after  all  III* 
boHlIng  of  the  efficiency  of  the  present  adminiatTallnn^ 
and  after  Ihe  immense  expenditure  we  have  incurred, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  works  at  Charleaton, 
South  Carolina,  there  ia  neither  a  fort  in  ■  condition 
proper  for  defence,  nor  acareely  a  gun  in  the  nation  St 
for  use.  Yes,  «r,  an  administration  which,  for  threa 
years,  baa  stood  in  a  position  where  it  waa  holding  up  to 
the  people  of  this  country  Ihe  probability  of  a  collision 
with  one  of  the  moal  powerful  nationa  of  the  earth,  has 
never  aaked  a  dollar  to  complete  theae  worka.  And 
now,  in  a  lime  of  profbund  peace,  when  tbe  threatened 
dangers  of  war  have  passed  from  us,  we  mual  commence 
a  large  aystem,  lo  give  character  lo  the  deftneea  of  Ihe 
country.  BIr,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  contrary  to  ihe  spirit 
and  gpniui  of  our  inatitulions,  thus  lo  make  that  kind  of 
preparation  for  war  whieh  belonga  to  Ihe  Government) 
of  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  haa  been  opposed  by  the 
statesmen  of  our  country  from  its  earliest  history,  and 
the  adminiatration  of  1798  waa  driven  from  power  be- 
cause il  advocated  a  ayatem  of  defence  connected  with 
a  standing  army,  not  one  Ihird  as  large  as  would  be'ne- 
ceiaary  to  man  Ihe  new  worka  contemplated  by  the  bill 
upon  your  table. 

If  the  doctrine  of  publie  expenditure  which  ia  advo- 
cated at  this  day  had  been  advanced  in  Ihe  daya  of  Ihe 
elder  Adami,  he  cuuld  hstdfy  have  defended  himself 
from  papular  peraonal  violence)  and  now,  he  who  dare 
even  quealion  Ihe  throwing  away  of  milliona,  la  marked 
down  as  opposed  lo  the  republicans  of  the  cocnlry. 
What  little  democracy  I  have,  and  il  is  quite  as  much  aa 
belonga  la  mott  of  Ihe  patent  republicans  of  the  present 
dsy,  is  of  the  JefTenonlan  achoolt  and  by  Ihe  pnnciplea 
of  that  school  lam  willing  to  be  tried,  here  and  elae- 
where.  Thus  much  for  the  public  defences  of  the 
country^  and  t  here  repeat  thai,  with  Ihe  exception  I 
have  named,  I  aball  record  my  vote  againat  tbia  mais- 
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WenextcoDM  torailrotdi  for  the  tnnaport&tion  of 
the  nikilit  and  the  gentleman  w'uhei  nn   >n*wer  to  tbii 

Etopoiition,  u  if  he  rttWy  thought  ttut  it  wu  ftboiit  to 
B  •dopted  by  >  nujoritj  of  thU  Hoiue.  Id  Ihe  other 
branch  of  tbii  Lcsislilure  thera  ii  >  diitin^iihed  gen- 
(laniKn,  uound  whiue  lip  the  laiilB  of  Irmniph  curli, 
when  be  he*n  leaden  of  the  party  adTocating  thia  *ya- 
tem.  I  tbiok  (hat  when  the  party  are  ready  to  make 
nilroad*  through  every  aectioo  of  thii  country,  and  to 
.  bccDine  iloekholdera  in  corporation*  for  the  traniport- 
aliODof  tb«  maili,  they  had  belter  limit  Iheircenaum 
upon  what  bare  been  called  the  lalitudinarian  doctrinea 
Ota  prominent  itateaaian  from  the  Weati  for  it iaa point 
to  which,  1  belieTe,  even  hia  ima^Datioo  never  itretched. 
.  Tbii  ia  my  answer  to  that  queition. 

I  now  come  la  his  cuitorn-bouae*.  On  thia,  aa  on  evep' 
thing  oonnecled  with  the  permanent  character  of  tbia 
country,  I  am  amongat  ibe  liberala.  I  coniider  that  the 
public  building!  of  a  country  siand  forth  to  the  world, 
not  only  in  the  preient  day,  hut  to  all  future  time,  to 
mark  the  character  of  the  nation  by  whom  they  were 
creeled.  When  called  upon  to  make  appropriationa  for 
eultom-bouMa  in  New  York  or  Boaton,  or  at  any  other 
important  pointa,  or  for  boipitala  or  otlier  permanent 
itnproTementi  in  the  Weat,  1  ahall  record  my  vote  in 
favor  oftucb  edifices  aa  will  demonitrate  to  our  decend- 
ftnta  in  future  age*,  that,  even  at  tbia  day,  there  exlited 
.  bero  a  people  from  whom  tbey  might  be  proud  to  claim 
their  anceitryg  and  no  man  will  find  me  flinching  on  any 

S cation  calling  far  a  public  expenditure  whieh  ahall 
dare  to  the  world  that  we  atand  here  preaenting  Ihe 
proud  example  of  a  nation,  scarce  half  a  century  in  age, 
which  hai  been  able  to  sweep  off  the  debt  created  by 
two  wara  of  glory,  and  baa  accumulated  fundi  not  only 
to  erect  Iheae  splendid  monuments  of  art,  but  Co  provide 
for  Ibe  equal  benefit  of  the  people  of  tttoie  Btftlei  whoic 
pontlon  forbids  their  partkipalion  in  Ihe  benefits  of 
•ucfa  expenditures. 

The  genllenwD  asks  me  whether  I  am  In  favor  of  the 
Dcceaiary  tppropriatJoM  to  arm  and  organi«e  tbe  militia. 
StroDglT  committal  m  I  am  compelled  to  be  on  all  Hib- 
jccls,  ^though  Ihe  gentleman  fruro  New  York  [Hr.  tiii- 
.  utJ  baa  reported  the  bill,  he  plav*  noncommittal  here 
again.  For,  air,  while  that  gentleman  has  taken  good 
care  to  call  my  allentton  to  tl^  point,  be  haa  taken 
equally  good  car«,  I  believe,  not  to  inform  me  or  Ibe 
Uouae  what  sum  will  be  neeeeiary  to  carry  out  Ibis  pro- 
leot. 

[Hr.  Giun  laid  that  he  bad  stated  thai  twenty-two 
niilliau  would  be  required.] 

Ut.  GBiRaiM.  Twenty-two  milliona!  Well,  i 
that  I  should  think  would  guard  tbe  republic  very 
■peclably.  Tbe  gentleman  aaki  me  wbelber  I  sm  i 
Ung  to  spend  that  lum  In  addition  to  the  sppropriatlona 
for  our  defence.  I  will  answer  him  in  len  than  two 
words — in  Iwo  Iclteri.  So'.  \  am  not  prepared  to  do 
.  any  inch  thing,  nor  ii  any  other  gentleman  in  this  ball. 
Hy  colleague  baa  adverted  to  the  system  of  internal 
improvement  generally.  (  have  little  to  say  on  this 
queition,  but  will  reinark  that  tboae  who  know  me 
know  well  that  I  have  never  been  imongat  those  who 
conalrued  very  freely  tbe  powera  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment in  this  reipecl.  I  may  have  regrelled  that 
those  power*  were  not  more  clearly  given.  I  may  have 
•een,  in  common  with  other  gentlemen,  that,  had  such 
powera  been  more  freely  conferred,  tnatancei  might  have 
•risen  where  improvements  could  be  carried  on  more 
Mcceaifully  under  tbe  General  Government  than  by 
State  authority.  So  believing  and  *o  hopioir,  1  have 
yielded  my  ancnt  freely  and  fully  to  what  bas  often  been 
BOlI  beneficial  to  Ibe  countn. 

But  I  think  the  question  of  internal  improvemenla  by 
Ibe  General  Oovernmeat  one  on  whieh  gentlemen  may 


quest  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will  tend  me 
a  single  ounoe  of  his  non-committatiim,  if  be  ihinka  tbe 
parly  can  spare  so  much,  and  hope  that  he  will  join  witb 
me  in  endeavoring  to  procure  aueh  a  d'litributioa  of  tbe 
public  money  as  will  put  it  in  Ihe  power  of  tbe  levcvkl 
States  to  make  tbeie  improvements  in  Ibe  manner  t^y 
may  deem  moil  heneficiaL 

But,  HT,  the  gentleman  hai  alated  that  one  reaaoa 
why  the  bill  before  the  House  should  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Heani,  and  not  even  to  tbe 
Commillee  on  Public  Land*,  ia  because  the  Committee 
on  Public  I^nds  are  bionble  to  Ihe  graduation  of  Ibe 
price  of  these  lands.  Speskinf:,  aa  I  am,  under  special 
indulgence,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  now  la  detain  the 
Houte  witb  any  views  aa  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
several  proposition*  that  have  occupied  Ibe  altentioa  of 
our  people  in  relation  to  Ibe  public  domaini  but  here, 
at  Ihia  time,  a  moat  important  queation  arisca.  Tbe 
people  of  Ibe  Weil  are  called  upon  not  only  losurreader 
Ibia  bill,  but  to  aurrender  the  variou*  olher  projects 
which  they  advocate,  and  are  to  be  told  thai  these  funda 
should  he  f(>r  theit  benefit)  hut  because  they  differ 
about  the  manner  in  which  tbe  availa  ^ould  be  diatribn- 
ted,  therefore  they  are  all  to  be  thrown  away  on  tbe 
difenee  of  the  Atlantic  frootier.  I  know  not  but  that 
gentlemen  of  the  Weit  who  contend  for  tbe  graduatioo 
principle,  and  in  which,  so  far  as  it  relatea  to  actual  atl- 
tler*,  I  am  willing  to  indulge  them,  to  a  certuD  extent, 
are  content  with  such  reasoning;  but  I  have  yet  to  leara 
thai  their  conitituents  are  to  6nd,  in  ao  expenditure  of 
all  the  revenues  of  tbe  nation  for  tbe  next  twenty  yeu* 
upon  fartificaliona,  a  relief  for  the  evila  of  which  tbey 
complain. 

i  warn  that  people,  ttid  I  warn  the  people  of  tbe 
whole  Union,  Ihat  the  plans  of  Ihu  year  are  not  to  apply 
only  to  the  Treasury  of  Ihi*  yeart  that,  if  you  do  not 
■top  these  grand  acbemei  at  the  Ihmhold,  not  only  will 
the  forty  millions  in  your  Treasury  be  exhausted,  bat 
that  you  wilt  find  a  tomb  has  been  erected  in  whicb  tbe 
fiinds  of  Ihi*  nation  will  be  buried  for  thirty  years  to 
come.  Be  who  know*  any  thing  of  the  coat  of  public 
work*  know*  well  thai  Ihe  first  approprialion  ia  gen- 
erally but  an  entering  wedge  lo  expenditure*  of  quadru- 
ple tbe  eltimate  firil  given;  and  when  gentlemen  froB 
Ibe  East  and  the  West  are  called  on  to  vote  on  Iheae 
proposition*,  let  them  bear  in  mind  that  the  adoption  of 
Ihia  bill,  a*  reported  by  Ihe  Committee  on  Hilltary  Af- 
fairs, is  lo  faaten  them  lo  Ihi*  ear  of  extravsgance,  until 
every  dollsr  derived  from  impost*,  snd  the  lens  of  mil- 
lion* yel  lo  be  received  for  Weitem  lands,  will  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  Ibis  magnificent,  uselei*  scheme  of  expendi- 
ture. I  belong  to  a  seaboard  State,  one  as  liberal  in  it* 
appropriations  as  any  Slate  in  this  Unioni  but  I  csd 
never  consent  by  my  vote  lo  do  such  manifest  injustice 
to  different  parts  of  our  country.  Tbe  hope  that,  when 
the  country  had  been  placed  in  it*  present  poailion,  lb* 
money  would  be  divided,  it  a  hope  Ihat  has  long  been 
held  out  by  tlioae  in  power;  and,  so  hr  as  my  vote  can 
go,  they  shall  hive  an  opportunity  of  redeeming  their 
pledget.  1  will  never  postpone  the  day,  either  fay 
using  the  moneys  already  on  hind,  or  by  entering  upon 
a  system  which  wilt  call  for-untoh)  millions. 

The  gentleman  had  said  one  thing,  which  amount*  to 
Mimething  more  bke  an  attack  on  a  public  oflioer  than 
any  thing  1  have  heard  in  this  ball.  He  says,  no  one 
knows  what  amount  of  money  la  in  the  public  Treasury. 
If  no  one  else  knows,  I  move  *  resolutim  calling  «a 
Hr.  Reuben  U.Whitney  for  tbe  informatioo. 

Mr.  GiLLiT  said  that  he  Itad  not  averred  that  no  one 
knew  Ihe  amount,  but  that  gentlemen  difcted  as  to 
wb«t  that  anouut  wm. 
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'  Mr.  Gmxish.  What  do  jou  m;  It  b? 
lir.  Qiturr.  About  leientecn  miHioM. 
Mr.  G>xMi>.  SerenMen  nillloni!  Well.  Seven- 
tCMi  ii  ■  ft*Drite  nunber  in  New  York,  and  one  upon 
'Which  oor  State  wu  once  rerolutioniied.  Tbesentle' 
nan  bucalled  upon  me  to  declare  the  opinion  of  adii- 
llnguithed  indiridiul,  u  to  wbelher  be  u  ready  and 
wUlinic  to  dCTote  the  aorpliu  rerenue  to  the  coloniia. 
tion  of  people  of  color.  I  will  not  preiuDieto  annrer 
tint  queMion  (or  aiMither,  nor  will  I  animadvert  on  the 
|)roprietf  or  delicacy  of  addreanng  it  to  met  but,  for 
nyielr,  althouKh  the  object  of  the  inquiry  cannot  be 
doubled,  I  hare  no  heiitation  in  answeriD^;  for  1  bare  no 
opinion*  on  [biior  any  otberaubject,  that  are  not  aa  clear 
knd  open  ai  the  noon-day  aun.  I,  air,  would  not  take 
the  ^neral  fund  ol  thia  naUou  for  auch  ■  purpoae. 
And  wby  would  I  notl  Becauae,  were  there  no  other 
reaioni,  there  1*  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
country  whoM  inlereat  in  that  fund  is  at  dear  and  lacrcd 
•>•  mine,  or  that  of  my  conitituenta,  who  roigifat  feel  Ibit 
their  righta  had  been  invaded  by  rach  ■  cour«e.  They 
ni^t  feel  to  now.  Should  the  period  ever  arrire  when 
that  aection  of  the  couDlry  ahould  maintain  a  different 
tentiment,  there  it  no  roan  in  thit  hall  who  would  more 
cheerfully  meet  what  they  might  require.  But  what- 
ever I  may  think  of  abttract  propoiitiuna  connected  «iih 
thb  Bubject,  or  of  the  practical  reaullt  of  a  particular 
'•yttem  on  the  different  aectioni  of  the  Union,  the  conili- 
tution  of  thit  country,  that  ucred  intlrument  under 
Which  all  our  righta  are  leoured,  hat  guarantied  to  the 
people  of  the  South  rightt  which  I  will  never  violate, 
cut  which  thould  be  guarded  at  firmly  at  any  belonging 
to  the  people  of  the  North. 

I  have  a  word  or  two  to  tty,  lir,  in  quettioning  the 
gentleman  from  New  Torkj  fori  think  we  thould  have 
turn  and  turn  about  in  mtttera  of  thit  kind.  I  will  atk 
him,  at  connected  with  the  public  funda,  and  with  the 
hopet  that  have  been  held  up  to  thit  nation,  about  where 
tbete  fundt  are,  and  whether  it  it  not  about  time  to  look 
kfter  themF  If  gentlemen  believe  what  hat  to  often 
been  repeated  in  thit  Houtt,  and  carried  through  the 
newtpapera  to  every  lection  of  the  Unioni  and  If  lt)e 
gentleman  himielf,  [Mr.  Giu.it,]  who  hat  introduced 
the  bill  for  the  "nkbrication  of  gold  coin,"  (and  I 
with  that  gold  coin  wit  the  only  Tibricatton  that  had 
been  given  to  the  world  on  thit  aubject,)!  will  aik  him 
whether,  if  the  aiaertiona  made  here,  that  a  metallic  cur- 
'rency  ia  the  only  true  baiit  of  aecurity,  be  correct,  we 
-bad  not  better  divide  our  funda  at  aoon  at  paitihie,  for 
fear  ofbankruptcy.  On  thit  lubject  I  offer  no  opiniont 
of  my  own,  but  call  on  gentlemen  of  the  adminiatralion 
'  to'practite  at  they  have  preached- 

I  wat  never  any  great  admirer  of  the  Cnited  Statet 
-  Bank,  aa  jcenllemen  who  know  me  are  well  awarei  but 
Dif  attention  bat  l>een  called  to  the  repurt  made  by 
Mr.  Toland,  under  direction  of  the  Government,  by 
which  it  appeart  that,  in  1633,  the  amount  of  public  de- 
pontea,  in  all.  wat  about  teven  milliont,  (f6,9i7,631  54,) 
to  redeem  which  there  wt*  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtea  more  than  eight  milliont  of  tpccie,  (tS,0S6,- 
055  45,)  making  more  than  dollar  for  dollar,  to  meet 
'  your  demandt-  Well,  ur,  we  were  told  thit  waa  unaafr, 
beeauie  a  metallic  currency  wat  the  bttit  of  all  aecurity. 
What  tort  of  currency  have  wegotnow^  We  have  in  all 
the  depoaite  bankt,  aa  the  report  of  the  Secretary  ahowt^ 
•omctbing  tike  eleven  milliona,  ((11,067,718  SS,)  in 
gold  and  tilver,  to  meet  public  depoHtea  of  nearly  thir- 
ly-lbur  milliona  of  dolUn,  (933,756,568  59.)  Now,  if 
we  go  on  advancing  for  the  next  four  or  five  yean,  aecu- 
'  ing  the  public  money  on  a  metallic  bttit,  in  the  tame 

FroporlioD  a>  we  have  advanced  for  the  Ittt  two  yean, 
ahould  like  to  know  how  long  it  will  take  ut  to  reach 
Ibe  point  of  that  perfect  tectwitj'  wbkb  fax  been  prtno- 


ited  by  thit  adminittration.  Uy  e 
work  it  out  on  the  prineiple  of  progreaaion  itated  in  the 
horae-ahoe  queatioo,  which  it  to  be  fouod  in  any  old 
book  of  arithmetic.  At  Ifait  rate,  how  long  will  M  be 
before  we  ^all  have  ont;  a  netallio  penny  to  repreeent 
a  hundred  doltart  of  your  governmental  depoaitei?  Not 
to  long  aa  the  public  fVinda  will  be  uajuatly  withheld 
from  our  people,  if  we  adopt  the  aplemdtd  acbeme  a£ 
fortiGoationa  pmpoaed  by  thia  bill- 
Now,  tiuB,  a  few  worda  to  the  bithfiil,  for  I  never 
apeak  to  Statei  like  Penntylvania,  which  they  tay  hae 
been  bought  up  by  the  monater:  I  aay  let  them  go.  Fer 
the  take  of  argument,  I  lake  it  for  granted  that  the  Le- 
gitlature  of  every  State  that  ia  not  in  &vor  of  Ihiaadmin- 
latratioD,  and  that  preaumea  to  grant  the  bcilitie*  b^ 
which  the  operation)  of  eommeroe  are  carried  on,  u 
bribed,  and  that  all  their  bank  charten  are  given  mere^ 
to  throw  obttaclea  in  the  way  of  lh«  General  Gorera- 
ment  in  Ita  desire  to  get  back  a  metallic  currency. 

But  we  will  take  a  view  of  the  orthodox  Statea;  HalQe. 
(i>r  inttancc;  becauae,  with  the  exception  of  my  vene- 
rable friend  on  the  right,  [Hr.  Bal»r,]  and  the  lalen^ 
ed  gentleman  [Hr.  Eviaa]  utually  in  front  of  me, 
there  it  not  a  more  orthodox  State  repretentad  in  thit 
hall.  Well,  what  progreat  hat  ahe  made  in  getting 
back  toa  metallic  currency?     Whilatttreamaofgoldare 


wtiethar,  at  the  Ittt  acMion  of  her  LegitLature,  1 
bat  not  given  an  inoreaacd  numberof  bankt  to  an  amount 
nearly.  If  not  quite,  equal  to  all  the  banking  capital  that 
before  c:titted  in  that  Stale'  1  go  further,  became, 
by  binding  the  eztremet,  we  can  embrace  the  other  aee- 
liona  of  the  country.  I  atk  certain  genllemen  from 
Georgii,  from  IheEl  Dorado  of  the  nation;  from  that  very 
place  where,  from  reading  certait)  tpeechei,  we  thould 
Mippoae  that  they  dig  up  gold  at  plentifully  aa  we  at  tbe 
North  dig  op  gravel  atone^  how  far  they  have  advanced 
in  getting  back  to  a  metallic  currency.  I  call  on  them  to 
ttate  in  their  phkcet  whether  there  baa  not  been 
within  tbe  but  year  an  increase  o(  banking  capital 
almott  unprecedented-  And,  laal,  I  come  to  the  grand 
pivot  of  republicanitm  on  which  Ihii  tplendtd  tyitem  it 
to  turn,  and  for  whoae  *<  favorite  ton"  all  ita  bcneAuare 
(o  be  aecured. 

Look  at  New  Yorkl  Yea,  tir,  look  at  New  York!  Al- 
though your  partltan  papcra  have  joined  in  thit  ouckoo- 
aong  of^metallic  currency,  and  itthough  the  dominant 
party  have  by  every  meant  in  their  power  endeavored 
to  deceive  our  people  by  it,  what  do  you  fiodf  Tbe 
Legiilalure  ia  now  in  aeaalon-  The  party  have  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  memben  in  the  Houae  of  Attembly-  It 
it  well  known  that  it  requiret  eighiy-tis  affirmative  votca 
to  patt  a  bill,  becauie  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  vote  of 
two  Ibirdt  of  the  whole  number  of  the  repretenttlives. 
And  itill  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
rite  and  tty  whether  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legit- 
Itlure  of  (hat  State  haa  not  tbit  year  paated  a  number  of 
banktai  great, -if  not  larger  than  at  any  previout  teation. 
Am  I  to  be  (old  they  will  be  arretted  in  another  branch' 
111  contndiction  to  that,  we  know  that  tbe  Senate  haa  al- 
ready patMd  one,  and  increated  the  capital  of  another 
bank)  and  there  ia  every  reaaon  to  auppote  that  the 
batch  of  twelve  or  fifieen  paiacd  by  (be  Ataembly 
will  receive  the  aanction  of  both  Houiei.  And  ttill 
there  ia  no  republicaniam  in  ihit  country  but  that  which 
ia  connected  with  tbe  metillic  cunency,  and  no  aafely 
for  your  public  Trcaiury  but  in  placing  it  upon  auch  a 
baala;  whilit  (he  biatory  of  the  country  abowt  you  no 
example  of  luch  a  miterable  metallic  aecurity  at  at  thit 
moment  tuataiDt  your  public  deposilei. 

But  gentlemen,  in  their  attemptt  to  ute  up  tbe  public 
rereniwt  have  not  tK^ped  even  at  the  csinvagant 
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propotilion  before  at.  W  hive  Tound  thai  they  >k  not 
only  to  KMTt  to  th'u  exteniWe  tf  item  of  derenoe  in  time 
of  pMCf,  but  some  memben  here  h»e  endeiTored  to 
cmte  ■  belief  that  theie  fund*  are  to  be  uied  in  war, 
thkt  fcrmnd  impoverivlier  of  n*ttuni.  To  gentlemen  in 
Ihi*  Houie,  who,  from  lympithy  of  feeling,  or  contiguity 
ofpusition,  h»Te  found  ilieir  mindi  wrought  up  lo  high 
ezcilement  by  recent  occurrence),  I  \ixve  nolbing  to  My, 
No  man  feeli  for  thoie  around  him  more  keenly  tliin  I 
doi  >nd  had  1  friend*  or  relitivea  there,  bound  to  me  by 
thou  tie*  which  alone  make  life  deainble,  I  thould  not 
meeiuremy  vote  by  MiycloieruleoreDnBiitutionilduly) 
for  I  am  not  one  of  thoie  who  can  throw  aiide  the  feet- 
Inga  of  the  man,  (o  put  on  the  armor  of  the  legiilalor. 
I,  too,  in  the  moment  of  feeling,  ahould  uleeipreiuonl, 
■nd  poinblyfpve  tota,  which  I  might  afterwards  re- 
gret, >*  compromitting  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
nationt  for  I  know  mysetr  too  well  to  doubt  tha>,  under 
Mich  ciroumalaneei,  I  might  thus  vote. 

Hut  if  there  be  a  man  on  whom  the  brandof  oppro- 
brium thould  be  placed,  and  who  ahould  itand  marked 
in  a  community  «  deierring  the  aeverelt  ceniure,  it  ii 
he  who  could  trifle  with  a  queition  of  thia  kind,  merely 
for  the  purpoae  of  holding  out  to  the  public  Ihii  falae 
evidence,  that  the  day  hai  not  yet  arrived  when  their  long- 
oheriibed  expectationt  ihould  be  fulfilled,  hecauM  the 
publie  money  would  be  required  to  carry  on  llial  war. 

t  will  not  dwell  upon  ihii  aubject.  War,  however 
•uceeuful  in  iiireiult,  iaevera  national  calamiiy.  There 
nay  pe  much  to  gratify  pride,  and  lo  reward  patriotiimt 
but,  air,  the  plume  of  victory  is  erer  critnioned  with 
the  blood  of  the  brave,  and  the  eonqueror'a  chaplet  it  a 
bUniled  wreath  of  cypren  and  of  laurel.     1  hive  done. 


return  my  unfeigned  thanki  to  the  Houie  for  the 
attention  with  which  [  have  been  mott  kindly  indulged. 

Mr,  BRIGGS  laid  heundentood there  were  three  prop- 
otiiiona  before  the  Houk:  one  to  commit  thii  billto  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atite  of  the  Uniont  one 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
the  ihird  to  rtfer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meant.  The  debate  upon  this  preliminary  qtieition  waa 
taking  a  very  wide  range.  Involving  the  merili  of  the 
most  important  and  inlrreiting  subject  of  disposing  of 
Iht  proceeds  of  the  public  domaini  but  he  would  en- 
deavor, ai  farit  possible,  to  confine  the  few  remark*  he 
bad  to  make  to  the  immediate  qucttiun  before  the  House. 
lf(a>idMr.  B.)  the  bill  it  to  be  referred  lo  any  one  of  the 
■landing  committeea  of  the  House,  it  ihouid  go  (o  (he 
Committee  on  Public  Land •.  !f  a  reference  ii  neceisary 
•nd  proper,  that,  In  my  opinion,  is  its  appropriate  detti- 

By  the  mlet  of  the  Housr,  that  committee  are  to  take 
into  consideration  all  lubjecti  relating  to  the  public 
lands.  The  bill  before  the  Hnute  propoiea  to  dispose 
ofthe  proceed*  ofihe  public  lands,  ind  naturally  in  vol  v  eg 
all  the  great  and  intereitinu  question*  connected  with  it. 
The  history  of  thia  bill  in  both  H  ouiea  of  Congress  for 
the  tut  four  or  five  years  sustain*  this  view  of  the  sub- 
It  it  true  that,  on  the  first  introduction  of  the  aubject 
into  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  it  wst,  for  rea- 
sons which  need  not  now  be  named,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  Tint  reference  was  an 
extraordinary  one.  That  committee  reported  a  bill  in 
all  e*sential  reapects  the  tame  at  the  one  now  before  thi* 
Houte.  But  after  it  w*t  reported  to  the  Senile,  it  wa* 
recommitted  to  the  Commiltee  on  Public  Linda,  becanae 
II  wa*  argued  Ihit'that  was  the  committee  to  which  it 
appropriately  belonged.  The  subject  ha*  been  under 
ditculMon  in  that  body  nearly  or  quite  every  aeaaion 
•ince  it*  firat  introduclian,  anjj  I  think  baa  uaifurmly  ' 


been  before  that  commtttee.  I  believe,  oi 
to  the  journal*  of  thia  House,  it  will  be  found  Ibar,  when 
referred  at  all,  it  haa  taken  the  aame  course.  The  nMam 
of  the  aubject  ha*  not  cb*nged,  and  it  aeema  aomewhat 
atrange  that,  after  the  practice  of  both  Houiea  for  k 
courae  of  years  haa  confirmed  the  juriadiction  of  tha 
Committee  on  Public  Landv  an  attempt  should  now  be 
made  to  aend  it  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heana, 
It  hat  never  before  occurred  to  either  the  friend*  or  op- 
posers  of  the  bill  that  it  belonged  to  that  committee. 
Believing  thtt  it  doe*  not  belong  to  that  committee,  and 
that  thia  House  will  not  depart  from  the  eitabtiihed  and 
uniform  practice  of  both  branches  of  Congress  upon  thia 
identical  bill,  I  will  not  lake  up  the  timeuf  the  Uouaeia 
further  diaeuaiing  the  motion  to  send  it  there. 

1  ahall  vote  lo  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  atatB  of  the  Union.  There  arc  no  facts  to 
be  elicited,  and  no  new  and  important  principle*  lo  t>e 
examined  and  di*cu*aed,  which  render  it  neceanry  for 
it  ta  be  committed  tp  the  acrutiny  and  consideration  of 
any  committee.  The  preliminary  action  of  coRimllteea 
has  BO  often  been  had  upon  it,  that  the  Houie  ia  now  aa 
well  prepared  to  proceed  to  the  diacutaion  of  it*  merit* 
■■  it  would  be  afler  it  ahould  again  have  been  under  the 
notice  of  a  committee.  All  the  report*  which  have  beea 
made,  covering  the  whole  ground  for  and  against  it,  ara 
at  our  command.  It  ha*  pasted  the  other  branch  of  th« 
Legislature  aeveral  lime*,  and  once  received  the  aanc\iaa 
of  a  large  majority  of  Ihi*  House.  The  whole  *ubject 
ht*  been  before  the  country,  and  occupied  a  large  ahire 
of  Ihe  public  attention  for  yeara.  Thete  reaaona  bring 
me  lo  the,canclution  that  itt  reference  i*  not  at  thia  timo 
necetiary. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Land*  of  thi*  Houae  Imm 
had  under  their  conaideration  this  whole  aubject  during 
the  present  *e**ion.  Some  time  back  they, reported  a 
bill  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  land*.  That  bill 
ii  now  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  tha 
Union.  The  two  aubject*  are  somewhat,  and  miny  gen- 
tlcmen,  conilder  intimately  connected.  It  ta  proper  that 
they  ahould  be  kept  together.  By  aending  this  bill  ta 
Ihe  same  comroitlee,  if  it  thould  be  thought  wise  and 
just  to  unite  any  of  Ihe  proviaiontofthe  laro,  both  would 
be  under  our  control,  and  it  could  be  done.  I  vote  foe 
thi*  course,  alio,  beciuae  it  will  inture  a  mnre  apeedy 
action  upon  Ihe  aubject.  Should  it  go  to  either  of  Uia 
committee*  n*med,  it  must  take  it*  chance  with  the  maaa 
low  before  them,  and  no  mortal  man 
ahould  tee  it  or  hear  from  it  again. 
Sir,  this  ii  a  bill  of  absorbing  intereil,  and  one  upon 
'hich  the  public  mind  ia  intenaely  fixed.  A*  toon  as  tha 
ills  now  before  Ihe  House,  which  demand  our  immedi- 
te  attention;  shall  be  disposed  of,  it  thould  be  taken  up 
for  discuuion  and  action.  If  if  goe*  to  the  tame  com- 
ittee  10  which  has  been  committed  the  graduation  bill, 
:parted  by  my  friend  from  tllinots,  [Ur.  CaaiT,]  tha 
friends  of  both  will  unite  in  promptly  cilling  them  up. 
Thete,  tir,  are  tome  of  the  considers! ion*  which  will 
govern  my  vote  on  thia  question  of  reference.  To  ma 
they  are  aufficient,  and  I  hope  they  will  have  their  prop- 
er influence  upon  other*.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Ur.  Gii.lit]  tayt  that  we  ought  not  liaalily  to  dia- 
poae  of  the  Burplua  money  in  the  Treaaury,  but  tells  lu 
that  the  subject  ihould  be  aent  lo  (he  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Heani,  and  we  ahoutd  wail  until  informed  by  ihem 


He  tells  ut  tliat  there  are  different  opinion*  as  lo  lh« 
amount  of  money  now  on  hand,  and  think*  it  neceaaary 
for  us  to  be  informed  on  ihi*  pari  of  the  subject  by  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Heana.  He  haa 
enumerated  a  great  number  of  objects  for  which  be  aaya 
large  approprialiont  will  be  required.     Mr.  Speakcri 
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hoir  wonderfully  thinf^  tuire  cliang'ed  In  Ibii  Moum  in 
thecouneoroneihortrnr!  At  thelut  UMionorcon- 
BKn  the  public  revenue  was  guarded  >t  every  point. 
We  had  Bt  ihe  head  at  the  Wayi  and  Ueani  ■  chairman 
trhoicinned  the  varioul  object!  embraced  in  the  appro- 
prialiun  bllli  with  the  moat  commendable  icrutlny.  If 
ftny  amendment*  were  propoied,  increasing'  the  expend- 
itures, he  was  always  found  at  bis  pott,  the  sleepless 
sentinel  of  the  Treasury,  snd  ready  to  reust  the  appro> 
priltion  of  every  dollar  not  imperiously  demsnded  by  the 
public  interest.  Now,  sir,  the  f^reat  concern  is  haw  lo 
multiply  the  objects  of  expenditure.  The  money  of  (he 
penple  it  lo  be  poured  out  by  millions  in  unguarded  sp' 
propriations,  inalead  of  being  diitributed  among  the 
Slates  that  it  may  be  relumi^  to  tbe  ponesslon  of  It* 
rightful  owners. 

The  gentleman  a«k*  if  members  of  this  House  sre  not 
willing  lo  tote  money  far  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Thedefence  of  lh«coiinlry!  the  public  defence!  This 
term,  sir,  has  all  at  once  become  the  watchword  of  ps- 
triotnm  wilh  certain  gentlemen  on  Ihia  floor.  What  do 
gentlemen  mean  by  the  defence  of  the  country  F  Our  great 
cities  snd  public  works  on  the  Atlantic  coast  ate  cer- 
(ainly  as  well  fortified  and  proiected  ss  they  were  some 
six  ur  seven  year*  ago,  when  our  Chief  Uagiitrsle  in 
two  successive  mElsages  recommended  Ihe  distribution 
of  the  surplus  revenue  among  (he  States,  according  to 
their  federal  numbers,  aOer  the  public  debt  should  be 
psid.  From  that  time  (o  (his  no  notes  of  alarm  have 
keen  sounded,  ca II ii^  for  heavy  aumiof  money  for  the 
defence  (if  the  country.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  as  ready  as 
any  gentleman  her«  to  vote  lar);e  and  liberal  aums  for 
all  (ha  impoManl  purposes  of  national  strength  and  se- 
curily.  And  when  sU  the  appropriations  which  the 
eondiiion  of  (he  cnuniry  calls  for,  upon  these  objrcts, 
■re  msde,  there  will  be  le^  in  (he  Treasury  sn  amount 
amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  prnvliions  uF  ihis  bill.  I 
will  no(  give  my  voice  in  favor  of  one  dollar  ofsppropria- 
tlon  fur  any  object  beyond  (he  amount  that  can  in  all 
rcasonablo  ^obability  be  expended.  Such  an  appro- 
priation  is  deceptive.  Inasmuch  a*  it  purports  to  be  a 
draft  upon  Ihe  revenue  for  in  nominal  amount,  whilst 
•0  much  only  as  is  sctoally  expended  is  required  for  the 

Eblicaervice,  and  (be  balance  remains  in  Ihe  deposite 
nks,  where  it  now  is,  being  transferred  on  Iheir  books 
frum  a  credit  to  the  Treasury  to  (he  credit  of  some  dis- 
bursing officer.  Since  I  hiTp  had  the  honor  of  a  seal 
npon  this  floor,  (he  journals  of  (be  Houiewill  show  that 
1  have  not  been  reluctant  in  giving  my  support  to  ex- 
penditures of  money  for  the  defence  of  (he  country.  1 
■m  most  willing,  sir,  to  compare  votes  wilh  those  who 
UDW  islk  loudest  and  longest  shout  the  public  defence 
In  this  hall.  It  might  not  be  alliigether  unprofitable  lor 
the  gentleman  from  Sev  Yurk  [Mr.  Gillit]  to  recur  to 
(he  record  "f  his  own  voles  upon  these  subjects  at  (he 
lait  session  of  Congreit.  If  I  am  not  very  much  mlsls' 
ken,  (be  genOeman  will  find  (hat  on  the  successive  prop- 
ositions to  amrnd  the  fordGcslion  bill,  b}'  increasing 
the  sum*  for  fort  if!  cations  in  the  hsrbora  of  Boston,  Kew 
Turk,  Philadelphia,  Ballimure,  and  Penatcola,  my  vote, 
and  the  vote*  of  those  wilh  whom  I  usually  net,  are  In 
favor  of  those  amendments,  whilst  his  own,  and  the  ms** 
of  the  msjoriiy  with  which  he  acts,  are  against  them. 
Be,  with  (hat  majority,  defealed  them,  (hough  some  of 
them,  St  least,  were  recommended  by  committees  of 
this  Hotise,  and  by  Ihe  proper  niflccrs  in  (he  Depart- 
ments. But  that  leal  for  Ihe  defence  of  Ihe  country 
which  now  anitnatel  the  hearts  of  gentlemen  was  not 
then  kindled. 

My  mind  has  undergone  no  change  on  theae  subjects 
since  that  lime.  1  am  now  prepared  (o  carry  out,  (othe 
most  liberal  extent,  the  principles  by  which  I  was  (hen 
lomDcd.    Tbe  geotleiDan  tUairct  iiibnuiioD  ftmatbe  < 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  now  In  the  Treasury,  and  a)  to  what  will  prob- 
ably be  received  during  (he  current  year.  If  he  will 
take  the  trouble  lo  examine  (if  he  has  not  already  dons 
so)  (he  various  documents  which  have  been  printed  snd 
laid  on  our  tables,  from  the  Treasury  Department,  I 
think  be  will  find  informalion  aufficient  to  enable  him  to 
act  on  the  bill  now  before  ua  when  it  shall  be  taken  up. 
The  amount  of  money  in  the  deposite  banks,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  statement  of  the  Secrelsry  of  (he  TreMury 
of  (he  a5tb  April,  was  aboul  (37,000,000.  The  receipt! 
from  the  public  lands  and  the  customs,  for  the  last  three 
quarters  of  the  year,  may  be  safely  estlmsted  at 
t35,000,000.  The  Government  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  ii  worth  $8,000,000.  These  (hr«« 
sums  give  the  enormous  agf^regale  of  $70,000,000. 
Can  (he  ingenuity  of  man  devise  mesns  sufficiently  ex. 
iravsgrsnt  snd  wasteful  to  dissipate,  in  the  course  of 
one  vesr,  Ihia  nusi  of  public  treasure?  Does  not  (he 
condition  of  Ihe  country,  does  not  justice,  does  not  the 
voice  of  public  opinion,  siernly  demand  some  such  meaa- 
ure  ss  that  proposed  by  the  bill  upon  your  (able  for  tlitt 
restoration  (o  the  people  of  (he  country,  to  be  used  in 
thebusineaaaf  the  country,  of  that  portion  of  these  mil- 
lions of  their  money  which  is  not  wanted  fop  the  public 
service?  One  of  the  msmmolh  projects  desijined  to 
■wallow  up  the  aurplus  revenue  is  the  appropriation  of 
about  seven  mlllloni  of  dollars  to  ihe  various  railroad 
corporations  of  (he  country,  for  services  to  be  hereafter 
performed  in  the  tnnspnrtation  of  the  mails.  TheiS 
services,  to  he  performed  from  (his  day  forward  to  the 
end  of  lime,  are  to  be  paid  for  in  advance.  HereloloTV, 
the  private  contractors  wilh  Ihe  Government  for  carry- 
ing the  msila  have  (bought  themaelves  well  ufflfthey 
could  get  their  psy  after  (hey  had  performed  (he  ser- 
vices. Bui  now,  sir,  (o  prevent  the  distribution  of  Ihe 
proceeds  of  the  public  domain  amonir  the  States  of  (his 
Union,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  (he  people  of  the 
Union,  we  must  advance  to  railroad  corporations  aii  or 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  psy  for  services  not  to  be 
performed  until  after  the  presenl  generation  of  men 
^all  have  paased  from  (be  eardi-  At  an  early  period 
of  ihis  session,  (hese  same  railroad  companies  were  held 
up  and  spoken  of  in  high  places  a*  odious  monopolies, 
ready  to  lake  advantage  of  the  Government  by  cxiort> 
ing  unwsrrsnlable  aumi  for  the  (ransporlalion  of  ths 
mails.  How  cnrnplscenlly  will  these  ■■■oultess  mon< 
■lers"  now  conlemplsle  tbia  proposilion  lo  pour  out  to 
them  these  nitliona  of  the  public  money  f  or  tbo  perfura> 
aiice  of  future  services! 

I  beg  pardon  for  having  rambled  a  little  from  Ihe 
direct  question,  in  noticing  tome  of  the  reasons  which 
have  been  urged  for  referring  (his  bill  to  the  committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  I  hope  (he  House  will  keep  it 
wiiliin  their  own  oon(rol,  by  commiKing  it  (o  the  Com- 
miiiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  aiate  of  the  Union,  where 
it  will  be  by  the  side  of  its  kindred  bill  alr-eady  in  that 
committee,  and  where,  I  (rust,  the  public  expectation 
will  be  met,  by  taking  it  up,  and  acling  upon  it  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  that  the  stale  ot  business  before 
(he  House  will  permit. 

Mr.  LANK  took  the  floor,  but  the  hour  of  one  o'clock 
having  arrived,  the  specisl  order  was  announced . 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House,  on  moliin  of  Hr.  CAHBRELB!4Q,  pro- 
ceeded, in  pursuance  of  the  special  order  of  Ihe  S6th  of 
January,  to  the  further  conai  derail  on,  in  the  Committee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  stale  of  (he  Union,  (Mr.  Hivv,  of 
New  York,  In  the  chair,)  of  the  "  bill  making  appro- 
priadons  for  the  fortificatioo*  of  the  United  Sta(es  fur 
the  year  1836." 

Tbe  question  beioff  on  tlte  nwiion  irf  Mr.  Caxbbbi- 
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tddiiional  ■ppropriiiftin  of  t700, 
of  tba  forlificalioni — 

Mr.TOWNS,  who  wu entitled  to  tbe  flow  roieand 
■ddrMMd  tbe  committee  u  followi: 

lir>  Chairmin:  1  riie  under  the  nioit  ptinrul  lenie  of 
duly,  Willi  emntioni  such  •■  1  h*Te  •eldom  felt— with 
■pprcheniioni  not  eatilj  described.  K,  sir,  under  *ny 
ciroumitancei,  1  could  hope  to  engmge  the  fttlention  of 
the  CDDtmilteei  1  could  tcircely  expect,  ■ftcr  the  pro- 


•o  fortuntte  m  to  deterre  the  credit  of  not  exbiuitin; 
Iho  pKtienee  of  the  committee,  I  ihall  feel  in  *ome  de- 
gree rewarded  for  my  bbor.  I  will  take  thia  occulon 
to  remerfc,  tbM  while  I  reierre  to  myielr  the  right  to  de- 
fend the  opinionileniertsin,  and  the  principle  of  the  party 
to  which  I  am  attached,  it  will  be  ny  firit  object,  aa  it 
would  be  my  grealest  pleaaurc,  to  avoid  inflicting  the 
iliKhtelt  wound  upon  the  feeling*  of  any  nntleman 
whoie  arvumenl  I  ahall  attempt  to  aniwer.  With  the 
moiifea  of  the  gentlemen  on  ihi*  floor  I  hare  nothing 
to  do— motirea  lie  buried  too  deep  in  the  bumin  beatt 
for  me  to  teircb  aftrr,  and  they  will  be  treated  by  tne  ■• 
beyond  the  range  of  appropriate  inquiry — aacred  to  the 
individual,  aacred  to  the  character  of  tbi*  body,  and  not 
to  be  questioned,  only  at  the  expense  oF  harmony- 
Sir,  we  hare  been  assured  by  gentlemen  of  high 
standing  in  thia  House,  in  the  progreet  of  thia  debate, 
that  tbera  was  a  peculiar  fitness,  both  in  the  time  and 
usagca  of  the  Government,  to  enter  not  only  into  the  ex- 
aminalion  of  the  principle!  of  the  prcaent  adminiaira- 
tion,  but  to  sean,  with  a  searching  eye,  the  political 
opinions  and  practices  of  the  distinguished  slstesmen 
whose  naotea  are  now  before  the  American  people  for 
the  first  office  in  their  gift.  Since,  sir,  it  has  been  the 
pleasure  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  this  ad  mini  strati  on  to 
urge  an  inTcitigalion  into  its  principles  and  practices 
as  a  paramount  obligation  upon  this  House,  with  no 
other  apparent  object  than  to  connect  whatevet  in  their 
jud^^enl  may  appear  odious  with  one  of  the  candidates 
before  the  people  for  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  Union, 
it  shall  be  my  businesa  to  taiae  my  humble  *oiee  in  de- 
fence of  principles  and  practices  not  of  recent  origin, 
but  whoie  existence  can  be  traced  to  the  purest  days  of 
our  republican  instituliotwi  and  to  show,  sir,  when 
these  principles  have  been  assailed,  the  blow  has  fallen 
either  from  open  enemies,  or  pretended  fricnda  to  the 
principles  of  the  republican  parly  of  this  country, 
■s  founded  on  ihe  adminisiralinn  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  and 
fully  acted  out  by  that  of  General  Jackson.  Sir,  I  will 
once  for  all  assure  this  committee,  that  while  I  cherish 
the  kindeat  personal  feeling*  to  every  gentleman  in  this 
House,  with  whom  1  have  nad  the  honor  of  cultivating 
an  acquaintance,  I  must  be  permitted  to  differ  with 
m*ny  of  them  in  the  views  they  have  submitted  in  the 
progress  of  this  discusuon*  and,  differing  from  them,  I 
absll  claim  no  more  nor  less  latitude  in  debate  than  they 
themselves  have  enjoyed.  If,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  feeling*  of  an  unpleannt  character  are  produced, 
a  recollection  of  by-gone  timea  revived,  past  occur- 
rences  reviewed,  and  the  history  of  some  of  your  stales- 
men,  who  are  now  seen  attempting  to  control  the  des- 
tinies of  their  country,  snd  who  have  but  toooAcn  appear- 
ed aa  perturbed  spirits  in  the  important  events  in  our 
history  for  the  last  twenty  years,  the  fault  will  not  have 
been  minej  but  the  consequences  must  rest  with  honor- 
able gentlemen  whose  range  in  debate  haa  rendered 
such  a  course  not  one  of  choice  with  me,  but  of  painful 
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the  conmillee  inattempting  to  answer  any  portion  of  ttM 
srgument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
HcCoMAs]  who  preceded  me.  Not,  air,  because  of  tnj 
want  of  merit  in  that  argument,  but  becauae  much  of 
what  the  gentleman  said  was  in  support  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  distribute  Ihe  proceeds  of  public  land^  bj 
an  act  such  a*  the  Senate  ha*  recently  passed  and  aent 
to  this  Houae  for  oar  idoption-  Nor  will  I  complain, 
air,  at  the  infinite  joy  that  honorable  gentleman  seemed 
to  derive  from  the  conviction  upon  his  mii>d  that  be  bad 
established,  quite  beyond  tbe  reach  of  fiiture  disputa- 
tion, that  the  opinion  be  entertained  on  the  aubjeet  of 
the  distribution  of  the  public  lands  wss  in  strict  accord> 
ance  with  the  opinions  of  President  Jacluon,  as  ex- 
preMed  in  his  communication  of  1839.  If  the  honorabit 
gentleman  had  devoted  more  of  his  lime  and  researdi 
into  Ihe  true  condition  of  the  public  TreaMij,  and  the 
future  proipecC  of  a  rapid  decrease  of  oar  revenue,  con- 
nected with  a  comprehensive  view  of  tbe  actual  porfure 
of  aftalrs  upon  our  own  continent,  he  would  probabJjt 
have  anived  at  the  canchision  thai  it  would  be  quits 
time  to  devise  meaha  to  diverge  your  Treasury,  when 
the  just  demsnds  of  the  Government  snd  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  people  had  been  provided  for.  And  aurely, 
sir,  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  cannot  be  under- 
stood as  recommendinR  a  division  of  Ibe  revenue,  so 
long  a*  the  public  service  and  public  safety  require  Its 
application  to  those  purposes. 

The  Preaident's  views  upon  thia,  aa  upon  every  other 
Mibjeci,  have,  in  Ihe  course  of  this  discuasion,  been 
alrangely  misapprehended,  or  otherwise  he  ha*  had  the 
miserable  misfortune  of  miiunderatanding  himself.  When 
the  President  recommended  to  Congress  "  that  it  seemed 
to  him  that  the  moat  safe,  just,  and  federal  dispontioii 
which  could  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue  would  be 
its  apportionment  among  the  several  States  according  ta 
their  ratio  of  rcpresentationi  and,  ahould  this  laeasura 
not  be  found  warranted  by  tbe  constitution,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  propose  tu  the  States  an  amendment 
authorizing  it,"  be  did  not,  he  could  not,  mean  that  at 
the  end  of  any  single  year,  should  there  remain  an  unex- 
pended balance,  either  unappropriated  or  undisbursed, 
it  should  St  once  be  distributed  In  this  way.  But  ha 
meant,  as  bis  langusge  clearly  implies,  that  there  should 
be  secumulated  in  the  Treaaury,  over  and  abo\e  tbe 
wants  of  the  Government,  a  permanent  fiind,  not  likelj 
to  be  affected  by  any  sudden  drcrease  of  revenuei  not 
likely  to  be  required  by  any  sudden  change  or  disorder 
in  our  commerce  or  foreign  relations,  requiring  large 
expenditure*  for  the  mariliroe  frontier,  or  in  various 
means  of  necessary  and  proper  public  defence.  No,  uri 
the  President  never  said,  in  his  message;or  elsewhere, 
that  the  public  treasure  of  Ibis  nation  should  be  divided, 
when  the  great  interest  of  Ihe  entire  mass  of  the  people 
of  these  Btalea  directed,  without  Ihe  poasibility  of  a  mis- 
take, to  what  national  ends  their  money  should  be  applied. 
And,  before  the  honorable  eentleman  from  Virginia  can 
claim  to  act  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  Pieaideot 
Jackson  on  this  subject,  he  mutt  first  show  an  actual,  » 
permanent,  and  fixed  surplus,  and  not  the  mere  poaubilitj 
of  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  k 
single  quarter,  which  may  be  required,  not  ouly  for 
purposes  of  general  defence,  but  to  save  your  frontier 
from  all  the  horrors  of  Indian  barbarity,  before  the  next 
quarter.  The  honorable  gentleman  haa  slao  informed 
us  that,  while  he  doe*  not  believe  in  the  various  charrei 
that  have  been  made  against  tbe  President,  giving  the 
lesding  meaturea  of  hit  administration  his  cordial  aup- 
port,  with  the  exception  of  bis  course  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposites,  be,  neverthelesi,  stands  wholly 
uncommitted  upon  the  subject  of  hU  successor. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  given  the  further 
to  tbe  committer,  that  athen  the  period  sfaall 
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■irive  Tor  him  to  exerciae  the  elective  fmachiK,  he  vill 
march  io  the  polli,  with  the  fnrlets  tpirit  at  ■  true  Tlr- 
ftinian,  and  (here,  by  hii  rote,  auert  hia  preference  tor 
lb>tm»n  be  ihould  ihink  best  entitled  to  the  public 
cunfidence.  Sir,  I  would  not  ducoun^  thii  nunly 
bearing  in  the  honorable  member.  [  would  not  h*re 
biro  fill  one  jot  or  little  fromlhit  bold  and  independent 
■tand  that  he  has  chosen  to  occupy.  I  would  barely  re- 
mind him  that,  if  the  current  acandal  of  the  day  ia  Io  be 
accredited,  he  will,   in  punuin^  the  course  he  has  inti 


to  a»ow  for  himicir,  as  worthy  ofs  Virginia  Representa- 
tive, the  very  principle,  if  indeed  It  can  he  called  a  prin- 
ciple, which,  so  Tar  as  the  Vice  Preaident  ia  concerned, 
reata  only  upon  vague  charge,  unsupported  by  proor,  or 
grounded  upon  fact. 

I  wilt  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  having  briefly  noticed  Mme 
of  the  argumenrs  of  the  genlUmin  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
McCoii,}  proceed  to  the  coijsidention  of  the  prinei- 

Elei  involved  in  the  amendment  offered  by  the  bonora- 
le  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meant, 
[Hr.  Canbbiliss,]  to  the  bill  on  your  table,  and 
•ubmit  tome  reatona  that  will  influence  roe  In  op- 
poaing  the  mode  of  distribution  of  Ilie  public  revenue 
provided  for  in  the  bill  proposed  from  the  Senate. 
The  great  question  now  preaented  for  the  conaid- 
eration  of  the  American  atateaman  ia,  whither  a  sys- 
tem of  defence  coneistent  with  the  genius  and  character 
of  OUT  inslitutioni  shall  be  adopted,  and  become  the 
•etited  policy  of  the  Government,  until  that  system  ihtll 
be  completed)  or  whether  we  shall  adhere  to  that  policy 
herelDtore  pursued,  restrained  at  It  has  been  for  the 
want  of  funds,  and  ao  contracted  in  its  scale  as  to  afTord 
a  very  insecure  protection  to  the  numerous  exposed 
points  of  our  videtv  extended  territory.  In  determining 
wisely  a  qaeition  that  addretaea  itaelf  to  the  pride,  the 
patriotism,  and  the  Judgment,  of  every  American  citis 
we  should  take  «  comprehensive  view,  not  only  of 
present  actual  condition,  but  ahould  alao  extend  oar  re- 
flection to  a  period  of  lime  hr  beyond  the  preaent.  We 
legialaie  now,  not  only  for  the  time  being,  but  to  pro- 
tect the  interest  and  inaure  the  protperlly  and  the  bsp 
pineaa  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  ua. 

Sir,  that  stKtesman  who  does  not  look  to  the  future  as 
well  as  to  Ihe  present  interest  of  his  country,  who  does 
not  look  to  its  future  wants,  necesaittes,  and  condition, 
falls  infinitely  short,  in  my  opinion,  of  discharging  his 
first  duty  to  himself  and  to  future  genervtions.  What 
subject,  let  me  ask  you,  could  address  itaelf  more  favor- 
ably to  our  consideration  than  the  subject  of  our  national 
defence*  If,  sir,  there  be  any  thing  in  the  recollection 
of  past  danger,  if  one  page  of  our  country's  history  af- 
fords more  joy  than  another,  is  it  not  that  page  which 
lella  the  story  of  the  gallant  and  brave  resistance  of  your 
countrymen  lighting  Irom  within  the  walls  of  your  forti- 
fications, repelling  a  proud  and  experienced  enemy  Ur 
exceeding  thenuelvea  in  number,  and  posteaaed  of  the 
munitiona  of  war  many  litnes  more  than  equal  to  their 
ownF  Sir,  It  is  not  upon  the  slender  baaia  of  imaginary 
advantage  that  1  would  advocate  the  bill  upon  your  table. 
The  principles  of  that  bill  are  aanctioned  by  the  experi- 
ence of  all  ages  and  all  counlriea.  Go  to  any  nation, 
look  to  the  condition  of  any  people  who  feel  themselves 
happy  and  believe  themaelvea  safe,  you  will  find  that 
their  great  intereat  is  protected  by  that  ayalem  of  de- 
fence which  is  beat  adapted  to  their  condition.  Our 
Government  ia  not  one  of  force,  but  of  voluntary  legal 
mtnuatt  and  tbe  people  that  yield  obedience  to  that 
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Government  can  expect  nothing  leaa  than  protection  froni 
it.  How  are  you  to  protect  them,  if  the  defenceleaa  state 
of  your  maritime  coaat  invites  rather  than  deters  foreign 
invssion^     Let  any  man  look  to  the  immense  property, 

frivate  and  public,  spread  upon  our  msritime  fronllrr, 
'om  Cansda  to  Teiaa,  and  deceive  himself  with  the  be- 
lief that  it  is  not  necessary  to  throw  between  that  prop- 
erty and  the  approach  of  the  invader  the  moat  ample 
defence.  Sir,  the  man  who  baa  atudied  the  human 
character,  with  the  belief  that,  with  either  individual* 
or  nationa,  Ihe  greatest  security  la  to  be  found  in  the 
greatest  degree  of  weakneas  and  dependence,  hat  trim' 
med  his  midnight  lamp  to  IMtle  profit.  And  the  American 
statesman  who  believes  that  our  greatest  security  de- 
pends in  doing  nothing  for  nstional  defence,  doea  but 
invite  the  cupidity,  the  avarice,  Ihe  ambition,  and,  in 
short,  the  worst  pasaiona  of  bold,  daring,  snd  ambitiout 
invaders,  to  commit  lawless  outrages  on  the  right*  of 
othen — to  invade  our  ahores  and  destroy  the  propertjr 
of  our  citizens.  Tou  hsve  been  admnnidied  by  the  Fa- 
ther of  hia  Countiy,  that  "  in  peace  prepare  (or  wart" 
and  this  maxim,  delivered  by  one  whose  memory,  so 
cheriahed  by  all,  has  been  uniformly  impressed  upoa 
the  sttenlion  of  Congren  through  every  sdminlMration, 
BO  far  as  my  reaearehea  extend,  except  that  of  Mr.  Jef> 
feraon,  and  is  now  reiiororoended  and  enfurecd  by  a  re- 
Dur  situation  by  the  preaent  Executive,  of 
'  be  said,  that  there  livea  not  the  man  onthia 
loae  experience  and  penetration  on  thia  aub* 
Ject  entitle  his  opinion  to  more  respect  and  attention. 
Sir,  he  baa  in  hia  laat  meatage  called  the  attention  of 
Congresa  to  the  subject  of  our  defence.  In  adverting 
to  the  fact  that  the  gathering  atnrm,  which  had  for  th« 
preceding  twelve  months  been  lowering  over  u^  had 
paaaed  away,  leaving  our  horizon  clear,  unclouded,  and 
serene,  with  ample  meana  and  abundance  of  material! 
and  leisure  to  carry  on  a  syatem  of  defence,  he  has  in. 
dulged  the  hope  that  he  might  preaa  the  subject  without 
the  danger  of  being  misunderttood,  and  from  considera- 
tions of  palriotiam  atone.  There  have  been  studied  and 
labored  efforta  made  by  honorable  gentlemen  to  make 
this  system  of  defence,  as  recommended  by  the  present 
adminiatratlon,  unpopular,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  es- 
tablishing a  laire  standing  army  in  lime  of  peace,  dan- 
gerous to  our  liberties,  £ial  to  our  prosperity,  snd  ia 
utter  disregard  of  thst  plain  system  of  republican  sim- 
plicity, so  much  the  admiration,  either  actual  or  profesi- 
ed,  of  all  ptrtiea.  Sir,  mitrepreaentation  on  thii  point, 
both  a«  to  motive  and  clTeet,  were  little  leas  than  anj 
man,  who  has  observed  the  courtc  of  debate  during  the 
present  senion,  could  expect.  Tct  I  could  but  feel  toDM 
little  astonishment  when  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennes'ee  [Mr.  Bill]  assumed  tbe  broad  ground  that 
tba  course  of  policy,  as  contained  in  the  afipropriatian 
bills  of  the  present  Congress,  wa*,  in  principle,  identi* 
eal  with  the  policy  of  the  odious  part  cf  the  adminialn- 
tion  of  the  elder  Adams.  Sir,  my  valued  friend  from 
Virginia  [Hr.  GaBtiso]  answered  tbe  argunent  of  tlw 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Hr.  Bill]  so  conclusively 
on  this  point,  that  I  will,  at  thia  lime,  forbear  furifaer 
notice  of  that  charge,  but  reaerve  for  another  part  of 
my  remarks  an  answer  to  some  of  Ihe  many  error*  in 
which  I  apprehend  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  BiuJ 
has  fallen.  For  one,  I  am  witling  to  admit  there  is  a 
secret  joy,  a  feeling  truly  nstional,  thst  springs  up  In  my 
bosom  at  the  contemplation  oF  that  period  when  these 
United  States,  ss  one  family,  protected  in  our  domeatte 
and  federal  relations,  bj^  preserving  unimpaired  tlw 
guarantees  of  the  constitution,  will  be  able  tolook  to  fact 
entire  frontier,  and  be  pr«pBred,  by  her  meana  of  de- 
fence, to  stsnd  upon  her  own  bor.Ier  and  bid  defiance  to 
all  the  Powers  of  the  earth  that  would  dare  pollute  our  M. 
cred  wnlwith  ipvasion.    Now,  air,  does  ' 
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roltow,  for  lb«  purpMc  to  which  I  have  klluded,  that 
you  are  to  ptuit  *our  forli  at  every  harbor  and  inlet  on 
your  Ai'antic  and  Gulf  froniier?  No,  lirj  ao  farai  that 
ptnicular  arm  of  the  national  defence  ii  concerned,  1 
would  only  propose  ihatyour  large  conmerual  citie*, 
and  ihe  inlcti  In  those  barbnra  where  your  navy  can  ride 
in  ufcly,  ahauld  be  protected  by  forla  that  would  pre- 
vent the  pouibility  oriurpriae  by  >  luperior  naval  furce. 
But,  air,  it  it  not  fort*  alone,  judlciouily  arranged  and 
placrd  at  commanding  poind,  that  I  desire  to  kc-  It  it 
the  increase  of  your  navy;  to  that  the  cotninerce  al  the 
country  may  be  aife  in  every  tea  and  in  every  elintei 
that  the  product  of  the  huabandman,  when  lent  to  aeek 
a  foreign  market,  it  not  to  be  rendered  valueleit  became 
of  the  dtnKer  of  seeking  that  mirkel.  No,  lirt  let  every 
branch  of  industry  receWe  equal  protection  i  let  the  gtcal 
interrat  of  your  planter  be  secured  by  tlic  protection 
which  your  navy  ought  to  afford;  for  it  ii  in  Tain  to  speak 
of  commerce,  it  it  in  vain  to  tell  me  that  the  procfucer 
of  the  staple  arlicles  of  this  country  is  not  deeply  and 
Titally  inlereated  in  airengihening  the  naval  arm  of  your 
defence,  ao  that  the  dangers  of  coTDtDcrce  which  tend  to 
Ittten  the  value  oftbe  article  in  the  home  market,  thould 
not  be  diminiilied  by  the  want  of  that  protection  which 
oin  alone  be  extended  by  a  wise  application  of  your 
public  trcHure,  to  place  your  navy  in  a  position  of 
strength  that  will  command  the  respect  of  the  world. 
Sir,  it  ii  folly  to  have  a  navy  unleaa  you,  by  meant  of 
rortilicitions,  to  protect  your  harbors  that  ibat  navy  will 
lie  lafe  from  the  attack  of  a  superior  force.  And  yet  a 
system,  ao  moderate  in  iitelf,  aiming  at  no  other  end 
than  lo  give  greater  security  to  every  inlereit  of  every 
citiien  of  Iheae  United  States,  hai  been  denounced  as  a 
q'tlem  intended  lo  entlave  them,  ind  entail  upon  them 
the  evils  of  heavy  taxation.  Sir,  I  will  not  further  irou- 
bto  the  committee  on  ibia  point;  I  should  feel  humbled, 
1  should  feel  as  if  i  had  betrayed  the  interest  of  my  con- 
stituents, were  I  to  return  home  and  tell  them  that,  under 
(ha  most  favorable  cireumtlancet,  and  with  an  overflow- 
ing I'reasury,  I  had  failed  to  support  the  only  nvrasure 
ttmt  would  make  tliem  prosperous  in  peace  and  aafe  in 
war.  I  have  endeavored  to  offer  some  reasons  to  the 
eommiltee  to  thow  that  it  ia  our  firtt  duty  to  place  the 
country  in  a  proper  atale  of  defence.  I  have  treated  that 
branch  of  the  quettion  as  a  whole,  without  attempting 
to  dlseriminate  between  the  pointa  necesaary  and  proper 
for  the  defence  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  equality  or  ine- 
qu)lity  in  the  public  dliburMmentt,  in  a  geographical 
point  of  tiew,  on  the  other.  These  are  coniide rations 
that  never  can  operate  on  my  mind  in  determining  upon 
a  system  of  public  works,  which,  in  order  to  receive 
general  approbation,  must  be  establiahed  upon  principles 
of  equal  J  u  at  ice. 

1  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  proeeed  to  show  that,  while 
die  public  treasfire  is  quite  suEBcient  fur  all  the  pur- 
pose* of  a  wise  system  of  national  defence,  no  mistake  ia 
greater,  none  that  has  received  a  wider  range  of  circu- 
lation, than  that  we  shall  have  a  surplus  oF  from  30  to 
SOnilllonton  the  lit  of  January,  1837.  I  have  no  tucb 
feart  a*  many  gentlemen  have  expreased,  either 
the  amount  of  the  turpltis,  or  the  danger  to  which  our 
hntitutioDs  are  lo  be  exposed  from  the  supposed  cor- 
rupting influence  of  any  accumulation  of  money  that  may 
b«  in  out  Treasury.  Sir,  roy  apprehenaiani  are  of  a 
very  different  character.  There  is  something  to  dread 
from  that  restless  anxiety  created  by  continued  excite- 
ment on  almost  every  subject.  There  may  be,  here- 
sfler,  abundant  cause  fur  sympathy  for  those  gentlemen 
who  have  again  and  again  announced  to  the  American 
people,  that  their  money  hid  accumulated,  and  was  ac- 
cumulating, ill  the  public  Treasury,  ,tii  the  amount  of 
fifty  millii  ni  above  the  wanta  of  the  Government.  It 
may  be,  sir,  that  there  may  ariso  in  the  boaom  of  that 


people  who  are  thus  informed,  a  curiosity  lo  inquire, 
and  a  spirit  to  know,  by  what  means  and  by  whose  sys- 
tem of  public  policy  it  was,  that  this  money  has  been 
thus  unneccisarily  lalien  from  their  pockets.  It  may 
happen,  air,  that  the  spirit  of  inquiry,  honest,  indignant 
inquiry,  may  still  go  farther.  It  may  occur  to  our  con- 
stituents, in  such  an  investigation,  that  the  very  party, 
;,  the  cnmbination  of  parties,  that  are  now  pro- 
claiming tlie  existence  of  millions  of  surplus  revenue  in 
the  Treasury,  are  the  very  men,  the  very  party,  yes,  sir, 
the  combination  of  parties,  that  origbated,  cherished, 
•nd  sustained  the  system,  by  the  operation  of  wbicJi 
alone  Ibis  surplus  of  the  people's  money,  which  thej 
now  propose  tu  return  baek  bv  the  way  of  distribution 
amonr  the  aeveral  Stales  of  the  Union,  bas  been  pro- 
duced. Sir,  let  no  man  here  or  elsewhere  deeeive  him- 
self by  attempting  to  mislead  others.  The  American 
people  will  ask  the  question—  common  sense  dictates, 
common  Justice  requires,  and  common  honesty  would 
give  a  plain  answer  to  It — From  whence  arose  thia  enor- 
mous surplusF  Did  it  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the' 
people?  If  it  did,  why  did  yon  exact  of  us  more  than 
you  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  GovernmentF  Why  de- 
mand in  advaace  our  lubtiance,  our  money,  and  the 
proceeds  of  our  industry^  Let  the  politicians  who  tay 
there  are  eounttess  millions  now  to  divide,  and  enrich 
the  people,  march  up  to  these  questions,  and  give  them 
a  plain  answer.  Sir,  the  people  are  not  to  be  deceived 
by  thote  professions  of  frieildahip  and  kindocts.  We 
have  heard  much  about  the  people's  rights  being  violated, 
disregarded,  and  trampled  under  fool,  by  withholding 
from  them  this  surplus  revenue.  But  genilemen  shouM 
remember  that,  by  thoae  profettiont,  they  virtuilly  plead 
guilty  to  the  charge  of  unjustly  exacting  from  the  peo- 
ple any  amount  they  now  propose  to  return.  It  is  in 
vain  for  gentlemen  to  shift  ground,  and  charge  the  state 
of  things  they  have  chosen  to  assume  aa  true,  upon  any 
regular  operation  of  our  system  of  Government.  Such 
a  charge,  no  matter  from  wha't  quarter  made,  would  re- 
ceive the  prompt  refutation  of  every  candid  and  patriotic 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  ua  consult  tlie  beat  sources  of 
infomation,  not  only  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  of 
revenue  we  may  have  on  the  1st  Janiiar}',  ISS7,  but  the 
causes  that  have  led  to  the  increase  of  that  revenue  for- 
the  laat  two  years,  and  examine  with  ftirneiaand  candar 
the  probable  operation  of  events  upon  the  sources  of 

ue.     It  it  well  known  Ihst  our  revenue  is  princi- 

derived  from  tha  sales  of  our  public  lands,  and 
.  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  merchandise;  and  \t 
it  can  be  shown  that  there  has  been  an  unusual  importa- 
tion of  dutiable  goods,  and  an  unexampled  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  within  the  last  two  years,  it  will  follow  that 
no  prudent  financier  will  take  the  revenue  of  thoae  two 
years  as  the  basis  of  bis  calculation  for  any  period  here- 
after, unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  same  causes  that 
produced  the  increase  for  the  last  two  year*  will  con- 
tinue to  exist,  and  have  the  aame  effect,  for  the  time  to 

Sir,  the  amount  of  goods  paying  duties  imported  in 
the  year  1834  was  {47,000,000;  and  the  amount  for  1S35 
was  #66,000,000,  nuking  a  difTervoce  of  {19,000,000  of 
dutiable  goo''s  between  the  years  ieS4  and  1835.  What 
is  the  fact  exhibited  by  the  sales  of  the  public  Itndsf  In 
1834  your  aales  amounted  to  (4,887,600,  and  in  1835 
swelled  tu  the  enormous  sum  of  {14,757,600,  showing  a 
difference  of  nearly  ten  millions  in  the  amount  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  alone  in  the  last  two  years-  In 
1B33  the  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury  from  all  aourcet 
were  133,960,203;  during  the  year  1834  the  actual 
receipts  from  all  lourcei  were  «3],r91,935.  In  IS35 
the  actual  amount  of  revenue  from  all  sources  was 
{34,913,755.     1  have  presanted  these  fact*  with  the 
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view,  Mr.  Cliilniukn,  afihowing  the  npid  changei  that 
tike  place  in  the  amount  of  dutiable  g;Dods  imported 
thin  the  bit  two  yetri,   to  ihoir  the  difference  of 


e  for  Ih 


eyea 


pianaiion  of  the  Hidden  increiie  of  the  latt  year.  I 
ahould  nut  make  the  alitrhlest  ailuaion  to  a  Tact  so  well  un- 
denlood  by  thii  committee,  but  far  the  purpoae  of  eitab- 
liahing  a  prDpovtioD  «f  hlcli  1  had  promiaed  to  maintain. 

The  character  of  the  American  merchant  ia  ai  well 
eatabliahed  fur  promptneai  uf  action  aa  for  quicknen  of 
conception,  and  no  aooner  did  the  relations  between 
tiiii  Goicrnment  and  France  auune  a  doubtful  aapect, 
than  the  imparting  merchinta,  both  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe,  perilled  tomething  in  anticipation  of  a  rup- 
ture between  the  two  caunlriea,  and  hence  the  chief,  if 
not  the  only,  cauie  of  the  difference  of  nineteen  milliona 
in  importa  of  ia33  and  1834.  Would  It,  then,  be  fair  to 
infer  that  tbii  rapid  increaae  waa  neceuiry  lo  meet  the 
Increased  deminda  for  eontumptionF  Or  ia  it  to  be  at- 
tributed lo  thai  apirit  of  apeculalion  that  ao  well  definea 
the  character  of  the  merchant^  Sir,  every  candid  man, 
be  he  of  what  party  he  may,  must  aicribe  kbit  Hidden 
increase  of  imparls  lo  the  miilsken  citeulationi  of  mer- 
cliantai  and  if  it  waa  necessary  to  adduce  proof  io  nip- 
port  of  a  proposilion  ao  clear,  is  it  not  found  in  the  fact 
that  at  tills  time,  at  the  very  pointi,  in  the  very  cilici, 
where  the  target  importations  were  made,  there  ia  now 
the  heavieat  prcsiure  in  the  money  marketf  Sir,  I 
would  not  undertake  to  establish  before  ihis  committee, 
what  every  gentleman  must  admit  to  be  true,  that  em- 
barrassment* are  never  lighter,  or  the  money  market 
leaa  pressed,  than  when  the  amount  of  import!  doea  not 
exceed  the  demands  of  consumption.  Nor  will  it  be 
■  diflicuil  point  to  eitahliih,  that  if  the  embarraasmenta 
now  felt  in  some  of  our  Atlantic  cities  haa  proceeded 
flom  ezcesuve  importations  beyond  the  wants  of  con- 
■umpllan,  we  raiy  look  with  absolute  certainty  for  a 
sudden  diminution  of  revenae  from  that  lource.  This 
extravagant  trade  of  over  impottillon  has  had  Uie  effect 
to  abstract  from  circulation  the  precise  amount  which 
has  been  invested  in  Ibat  trade,  and  remains  in  the  bands 
of  the  importer,  for  the  want  of  purchasers)  for  in  vain 
doea  the  foreign  article  aeek  a  market,  when  Ihe  wants 
of  the  consumer  have  been  supplied.  The  amount  that 
remaina  in  the  hands  of  the  mercliant  ia  dead  capital, 
■nd  its  place  muit  be  lupplied,  or  money  raised  to  an 
equal  amount,  by  an  overdraw  upon  the  uiual  demand 
upoa  the  money  market.  This  Mate  of  things,  which  is 
the  univoidable  consequence  of  overtrading,  hat  been 
used  by  Ihe  caemiei  at  the  administration  to  show  the 
wretched  slate  of  the  currency,  arising,  as  Ihey  sllege, 
from  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper  from  Slate  in- 
slitulions.  The  operation  ol  thi*  excessive  trade  is  per- 
fectly clear.  The  money  deslerf,  whose  business  it  is  to 
walch  over  and  proRt  by  the  folly,  miscalculation,  and 
overtrading,  of  the  merchant,  no  sooner  perceive  their 
condition,  than  Ibejftildan  iocreued  charge  upon  the 
use  of  their  money.  The  merchsnt  is  compelled  to  pay 
It,  until  the  wants  of  the  consumer  will  afford  him  an 
opportunity  of  realUing  Cash  upon  that  portion  of  his 
stock  which  had  remaineij  upon  hia  handa  as  dead  capi- 
tal, driving,  tlie  merchant  to  all  the  expense  snd  addi- 
tional charge  of  railing  money  at  an  increaaed  rate  of  in- 
terest i  an  operation  well  calculated,  and  often  leading  to, 
hi*  utter  failure  and  ruin.  It  is  worthy  of  remsrk,  tbst 
no  sooner  had  the  opponent!  of  the  administration  per- 
ceived ihit  tiie  last  year  bad  been  signalized  for  exces- 
sive trading,  than  they  instantly  predicted,  what  they 
well  knewwasinevllah[e,a  pressure  in  the  money  market 
snd  the  increase  of  dumeslic  exchsnge,  charging  the 
whole  to  what  they  are  pleased  to  calf  the  "gold  hum- 
bug." All  this  has  been  dune  to  arrest  an  experiment  Ihai 
promiie*  fair  tosucceed,  but  wbich,  if  oTcrtlirown,  miut ' 


raise  another  nstionsi  bank.  But,  air,  I  aik,  can  Any 
man  look  into  the  preaent  condition  of  trade,  and  be- 
lieve that  our  revenue  ham  impost*  will  equal  that  of 
laat  year?  Can  any  man  believe  that  the  enormous  aum 
of  nearly  Bfieen  millions  is  sgain  to  be  received  from  tb« 
proceeds  of  land  lalea  in  any  one  year.  No,  sirj  Ihe 
time  ia  not  far  distant  when  Ihe  revenue  from  Ihat  source 
must  fall  to  less  than  two  millions. 

Having  exhibited  some  reasons  in  support  of  Ihe 
opinion  I  set  out  wilh.  In  order  to  plice  Ibia  questioo 
uf  surplus  revenue  beyond  all  doubt,  I  am  williw 
to  lake,  sa  the  probable  amount  of  revenue  from  aU 
sources,  the  amount  of  revenue  for  the  year  1833| 
which  is  -  •  -  -    #33,960,303  80 

To  thi*  add  Ihe  turplua  on  the  lat  of 

January,  1B36,         -  -  •     16,850,914  00 


»»),811,117  SO 


So  that  if  the  amount  of  revenue  from  alt  sources  for 
1836  should  equal  that  for  1S33,  Iben  we  shall  have  Ihe 
above  amount  of  ^0,611,117  80,  provided  I  show  that 
Ihe  balance  in  the  Treaaury  subject  to  spproptiaiions  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1836,  was  116.830,914.  We  will 
now  take  tbe  revenue  from  all  source*  for  the  year  1834, 
which  was       -  -  -    131,791,935  55 

Add  to  Ihia  the   balance  on  the  lat  of 

January,  1836,         ■  -  -      16,850,914  00 


»3B,6«.849  55 


But  take  the  prosperous  year  1S35,  wilfa  an  increase 
of  revenue  from  land  sales,  over  and  above  any  other 
year,  nearly  ten  millions. 
From  all  sources  the  revenue  of  1835 

wss  -  -  -  •    #34,913,755  14 

To  thi*  •< Id  the  amount  in  tbe  Treasury 

1st  January,  1835,-  •  -      16,850,914  00 


#51.764,669  1 


Now,  I  would  appeal  la  the  sober  reflection  of  every 
gentleman,  if  we  can  believe  Ihe  revenue  of  1836  is  to 
equal  that  of  1835?  But  admitting  it  did,  which  I  cannot 
believe,  we  ahall  have  only  a  little  above  iifly-one  and 
a  half  millions;  out  of  which  we  are  to  provide,  not  only 
for  the  usual  and  cuilomary  expenditure  of  the  (lovem- 
ment,  but  alio  for  the  payment  of  Urge  sums  for  Indian 
treatiei,  if  they  can  be  *o  catlrd.  We  are  to  provide 
for  a  Florida  war  with  the  Seminoles,  we  are  lo  provide 
for  arming  a  force  to  protect  our  Western  frontiers,  and 
for  what  other  hostililie*  we  cannot  tell,  but  the  expend- 
itures of  which  we  cannot  doubt.  I  submit  the  follow. 
inic  as  a  probable  safe  calcuUtion  of  appropriations  for 
1836: 

For  the  ordinan  and  extraordinary  ap- 
propriations for  1836,  .   #34,000,000  00 
For  Seminole  war,        -            -  .       2,130,000  00 
Forthrce  per  cent,  to  Stales  on  tales 

of  lands,       ...  -  500,000  00 

For  Indian  treaties,      -  -  .       8,767,325  00 


35,387,335  00 


To  this  every  prudent  roan  would  add, 
Bilesit,  for  proaecuting  the  Florida 
and  other  Indian  wars  Ihat  m*y  arise, 
the  sum  of  '  -  -  .       5,000,000  00 

#40,387.335  00 

Deduct  Ihia  sum  from  the  amount  that  ia  supposed 
will  be  in  the  Treaaury  in  1836,  placing  Ihat  amount 
upon  the  rery   largest   etiiiiwte,    snd  you  will  have 
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tll,37r,344  14.  To  Ihii  add  bank  stock,  and  you  will 
Iben  t»f«  lew  (b*n  •SO.ODO.OOO  on  the  lit  of  J»nu«ry, 
1637. 

But,iir,  laketherrceiftiof  1S33  Trom  til  wurcei  u 
the  buU  of  jour  calcuUtion.  which  atrikei  me  u  by  far 
the  nreal,  rememberinK,  as  we  do,  tbat  there  is  one 
tenth  of  reduction  under  (he  tariff,  and  the  Treasury 
then,  ao  far  from  having  a  surplus  to  divide,  will  be  de- 
ficient 21,744,475  45,  except  (he  bank  stock.  But, 
take  the  Treasurer's  own  report,  and  tliough  I  will 
mdmit  that  it  is  llie  fasbion  for  every  gentleman  so  to 
nuke  his  table  a*  to  prove  hia  propuaitioni  still  1  beliere 
that  none  is  entitled  to  more  reipect  tban  the  Secretary 
of  the  Tre saury. 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretwry'a  annual  report  to 
this  Con|7«as,  it  appears  that  the  receipts  in  the  TrcM- 
urr  from  all  source*,  during  the  veu  1836,  are  esli- 

maledat {19,750,000 

To  which    ><ld  the  balance  of  (he  avaiU 

able  funds  in  (he  Treasury,  estitnated  at       18,047,598 


»37,797,598 


And  thfy  mtke,  together,  the  • 

Should  the  appropriations,  then,  amount  to  the  sum  1 
ba*e  supposed,  your  Treasury  will  be  minus  {2,589,737, 
not  incIudiiiHp  the  bsnk  slock.     But  if  the  land  bill  should 

J  ass,  you  will  then  hive  diatrtbuted  020,000,000  for 
B33,  1834,  and  1835,  and  every  dollar  ihst  may  be  re- 
ceived from  that  source  for  (be  present  year,  which 
Tould,  independent  of  the  receipts  of  the  present  year, 
leave  your  Treasury  in  debt  upwards  of  twenty  millions. 
How  is  i(  to  be  supplied)  The  anaweria  plain — increase 
vour  tariff*,  so  well  understood  by  most  of  the  advocates 
fiir  distribution. 

Mr.  Chainnsn,  to  my  mind,  there  is  but  one  course  to 
punuei  1st,  put  whatever  surplus  you  msy  hsve  in  cir- 
cula(ion,  guarding  Its  safety  by  efficient  legiblaiioni  3d, 
provide  Tor  its  prompt  return  into  your  I'reasury  when- 
ever the  public  service  shall  require  it.  This  we  should 
do,  and  not  indulge  in  dreams  about  the  countless  mil- 
lions thst  are  to  flow  into  your  Treaaury.  Sir,  conaider 
fiiDy  the  operation  of  the  tariff*  on  your  revenue,  before 
jrou  deviae  plans  to  diatribute.  Avoid  any  and  every 
sot  that  may  lead  1o  interruption  of  the  compromise  act 
u   it  is.     Let  it  alone  for  the  present,  for   fear  of  a 

But,  Hr.  Chairman,  should  I  be  deceived  in  the  results 
to  which  my  investigations  hsve  led  me  on  the  aubject 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  we 
■hould  have  a  permanent  surplus  for  the  next  two  years, 
which  it  aeems  to  me  no  man  who  investigates  the  sub- 
ject can  poisibly  believe,  then,  sir,  I  shall  mtinlain  be- 
Ibre  this  committee  and  the  country  that  the  public 
treaiure  should  not  be  divided  among  the  States  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  Senate,  but  should  be  reserved  to 
beapplied  to  purpoaes  dear  to  every  American  bosom, 
tb«  protection  of  our  own  cilliens  on  our  Western  fron- 
tier, and  wiibin  the  limits  of  the  States  and  Territories 
of  the  Soulh,  from  the  cruel  bufcheries  thst  swait  ihem 
from  a  mercilBsa  foe,  as  well  u  to  complete  our  defen- 
ces on  the  maritime  frontier  and  on  the  ocean.  I  call 
upon  Ihose  gentlemen  who  are  urging  upon  us  this  novel 
plan  of  divesting  the  Governmcni  of  the  means  of  pro- 
tecting her  cilizens,  lo  look  welt  to  the  condition  of  your 
Western  and  Bonthweatem  fromler.     I  ask  the  Wesi 


eharac'er,  when  dingers  ao  tiarnung  are   multiplying 
.  daily  in  that  quarter^    We  already  know  that  the  sav- 
age yell,  the  «ar>whaop  of  ihe  fiercest  bsrbariana  thst 
inliabit  ihe  continent,  has  been  heard  in  your  Western 

Srairies.     The  work  of  death  msy  have  commenced  be- 
lie tbii.    Of  one  Ikci,  Mr,  we  cannot  plead  ignorance. 


that  the  lavigei  that  have  for  years  pait  roamed  within 
the  limits  of  the  Slstes,  numbering  In  all  many  thousands, 
have  been  mostly  removed  lo  ibeir  allotted  homes  in  (he 
West,  many  carrying  with  (hem  implacable  hatred  for 
(lie  while  nun,  and  ready,  under  Ihe  slightest  pretext, 
or  the  least  encouragement,  to  plunge  tleep  the  battle- 
axe  and  scalping -knife  in  the  bosoms  of  our  unprotected 
citizens. 

Nor  is  it  from  the  Indian  r«ce  slone  tbat  we  have  much 
to  apprehend.  There  has,  of  late,  appeared  in  that 
quarter  a  monster,  who  weara  the  form  of  man,  and 
bean  the  name  of  Christian;  whose  treachery  in  war, 
butchery  in  cold  blood,  and  lawless  despotism,  give  him 
the  first,  the  highett  clsim  to  the  execration  of  all  man- 
kind. Yes,  sir,  let  the  blood-stained  flag  of  that  more 
than  barbarian,  Santa  Anna,  once  float  on  our  Western 
borders,  and  you  had  as  well  attempt  to  prerent  the 
Mlasiisippi  from  pouring  her  walen  in  Ihe  bosom  of  the 
ocean,  aa  to  restrain  the  freemen  of  Ihia  country  from 
rushing  to  the  reicue;  yes,  sir,  and  the  revenge  of  their 
suffering  countrymen!  Sir,  our  citizens  are  aroused; 
the  spirit  of  liberty  is  kindling  around  the  household 
altar*.  The  prayers  of  the  good  and  the  spirits  of  the 
brave  will,  in  due  season,  be  heard,  be  felt,  be  acknovl. 
edged)  and,  for  one,  1  say,  let  that  spirit,  that  voice, 
and  sympathy  in  behalf  of  liberty,  religious  and  political 
rights,  go  forth,  i  will  not  check  its  aspirations,  but 
bid  it  aaeend  and  mingle  with  like  kindred  spirits,  thst 
in  the  hour  of  cur  darkest  colonial  bondage  give  us  ud. 
It  is  not  to  be  said  of  the  North  Americans  that  they  can 
stand  by  and  see  a  struggle  on  their  own  continent, 
within  ught  of  their  own  boundary,  between  Uwteaa 
tyranny  and  deapotism  on  the  one  hand,  cbaracteriied 
by  acts  of  perfidy  and  cruelly  utterly  unworthy  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  a  portion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  raee 
on  the  other.  Sir,  1  am  no  advocate,  however  tlrot^ 
our  sympathies,  to  violate  the  treaty  made  between  tha 
Government  and  Mexico.  I  would  not  consent  to  any 
proposition  in  violation  of  tbat  high  and  lofly  stand  Ihta 
Government  hai  taken  and  unifurmly  observed  in  her 
intercourse  with  foreign  Governmenti.  No,  sir,  [  would 
not  have  that  character  for  justice  and  good  fiilh  in  her 
relations  to  other  Powers  with  which  she  set  out  in  her 
infancy,  and  always  nobly  maintained  in  her  greatest  ex- 
tremity, now  Urnished  at  (his  late  dty.  But  still  1  would 
have  tbia Government  plant  herself  uponahigh  and  une- 
quivocal ground,  ready  to  assert  every  right  ariaing 
under  international  law,  or  growing  out  of  the  treatiea 
with  Mexico;  and,  sir,  I  would  have  moret  I  would  in- 
crease Ihe  military  arm  in  that  quarter  with  the  strength 
that  would  command  the  respect  due  by  Santa  Anna  to 
the  compacts  between  this  Government  and  hia  own, 
or,  on  his  failure  to  do  so,  crush  at  once  the  tyrant, 
whose  cruelty  in  war  baa  thrown  him  beyond  (he  sympa- 
thy of  the  Christian  world.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  be  pre- 
pared not  only  to  prevent  the  masucre  of  our  own 
citizens  in  that  tjiiarter,  but  promptly  to  revenge  any 
indignity,  any  violation  of  faith,  any  treachery,  that 
might  be  attempted  by  this  usurper.  And  am  I  (o  be 
told  that  we  are  tu  divide  the  revenue  among  the  States, 
ao  aa  to  prevent  this  Government  from  taking  a  position 
demanded  by  every  principle  of  justice,  sound  policy, 
ind  love  of  country  r  No,  sir,  I  think  1  know  the  char- 
acter of  the  people  of  (hia  Union,  Iheir  innate  love  of 
liberty  and  constitutional  government,  too  well  to  be- 
lieve that  they  would  heailate,  under  the  present  state 
of  affairs,  between  a  proposition  to  divide  the  money  on 
the  one  hand,  or  to  husband  it  up  with  care,  to  be  ap- 
plied by  the  Government  to  purposes  of  defence,  to  pre- 
serve our  honor  and  enfurce  the  laws  of  humanity. 

Sir,  1  heard  on  this  floor,  a  few  days  since,  ■entiments 
from  an  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Misow,] 
in  relatioD  to  the  laotives  of  that  band  of  patriota  who 
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I  o  ogle 


3641 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


S642 


Mil  11, 1830.] 


[H.  •>  R. 


are  notr  itru^ling  for  llbertv  in  Texu,  that  excited  id 
ni)'  boiam  any  other  thin  pleuint  emoiioni.  Doei  it 
become  t  Freeman,  nn  American  ttateimin,  in  the  &ce 
of  the  world,  to  brand  ■  band  of  brotlien.  Tew  in  num-, 
bet«,  weak  in  reaourcea,  eonlendin^  i|{iinst  fearful  odda, 
for  the  rig-bt*  of  religion  and  equal  ^Temmenl,  ai  ■ 
band  of  mercenary  ipFCulatora'  No,  airi  I  will  raiae  my 
Toice,  and  maintain  here,  and  in  the  face  of  the  wurtd, 
that  no  such  bale,  aordid,  and  lelfish  motivei  have  influ- 
enced a  portion  of  the  gallant  men  vho  have  been  aeen 
foremolt  in  the  struggle  Tor  liberty  thatii  now  going  on 
in  Texai.  Many  of  them,  lir,  were  citiiena  of  my  own 
State.  I  knew  them  peraonaity,  and  knew  them  well) 
■nd  the  apot  on  earth  cannot  be  pointed  out  that  ha> 
given  birth  to  braver,  more  dauntlesi  ipirits,  who  would 
peril  more  for  equality,  liberty,  and  conititulional  gov- 
ernment, But  tliey  hare  fallen — they  live  now  but  in 
the  memory  of  their  frienda.  The  treachery  of  a  dea- 
pol,  a  hearties*  tyrant,  hat  aunk  them  low  in  death)  but 
there  lirea  a  spirit  in  the  boaom  of  every  patriot  in  thia 
Union  ready  to  do  homage  to  that  holy  love  of  liberty, 
that  induced  them  to  abandon  home,  quiet,  and  enjoy- 
ment, to  aid  their  auTering  frienda  in  a  atruggle  againU 
oppreaaion. 

Of  one  of  thoae  gallant  men,  whoae  fate  ia  involved  in 
to  much  myMery,  I  would  apeak  more  partieulariy;  I 
mean  Colone]  Fannin.  Sir,  he  waa  my  fVlend  in  infancy, 
my  companion  at  aehool,  and  though  opposed  in  our 
political  courae  in  our  nalive  State,  (Georgia,)  let  my 
charitable  oRice  Ihua  publicly,  whether  he  be  living  or 
dead,  bear  teatlmony  to  hia  moral  courage,  hii  manly 
bearing,  and  elevated  feeling,  in  bia  intercourae  with  alL 
That  be  waa  feaileaa,  none  can  doubt;  that  he  waa  gen- 
eroua,  all  can  aiteat  who  knew  himt  and  that  he  haa 
fought  for  liberty  and  conaciencr,  and  not  for  plunder, 
let  the  hiatory  of  Texa)  for  the  la«t  Eve  yeara  decide. 
Bir,  I  will  Bay  no  more.  My  object  waa  not  to  eulo- 
giie  men,  but  lo  defend  their  gallant  acta  from  the  im- 
pulationa  thrown  upon  their  tnotiTei  by  gentlemen  on 
thit  floor.  Had  I  remained  ailent,  I  ahould  have  fell  at 
if  I  wat  pursuing  a  cold  and  calculating  policy,  as  cold 
•a  I  have  been  induced  to  think  influenced  aome  honor- 
able gentlemen  in  oppoaing  every  measure  that  originates 
In  this  House  having  the  aligbtest  reference  to  [be  con- 
dition  of  Tcna. 

Uut,  air,  the  danger  we  have  to  dread  ii  not  from 
Santa  Anna  alone.  It  may  be  Ibat  while  we  may  avoid 
any  collitioD  with  him,  every  gentleman,  the  least  con- 
versant with  Indian  character,  ia  perfectly  apprized  of 
the  influence  that  Ibe  war  new  in  Texas  may  have  on 
all  the  Indian  tribca  in  that  quarter.  When  the  work 
of  death  once  commencei,  no  matter  by  whom  or  how, 
the  firal  breeze  Ibal  bears  the  acent  of  blood  inflames 
their  passions,  and,  regardless  of  consequences,  they 
atraigbtway  engage  in  the  contest  on  tbe  one  aide  or  the 
other.  Let  the  war  become  general  with  ]  our  Weitcm 
Indiana,  and  I  greatly  fear  that  the  treasure  of  which 
to  much  haa  been  said  will  not  be  adequate  to  the 
presaing  demanda  of  the  public  service.  But  it  ia  not  on 
your  Western  and  Southwestern  frontier  that  your  citi- 
lens  are  alone  exposed  lo  lavage  cruehy.  Look  to 
'ou  have  appropriated  about  two  and 
I'r  the  proiecution  of  that  war,  and  the 
flrst  effectual  blow  is  yet  to  be  given  for  ill  suppresiion. 
We  sll  know  that  the  tomihawk  ia  seen  gleaming  in  that 
quarter;  savage  ferocity  is  yet  unsubdued,  and  your 
army  has  been  compelled  to  leek  lummer  quarters,  ii 
a  healthy  ailuation,  in  order  lo  avoid;  in  fcome  degree, 
the  diseawa  of  that  ctimale.  Vegelalion  hat  long  ainoe 
put  forth,  concealing  the  approach  of  the  red  man,  who 
Ilea  concealed  in  ambuah  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
attack,  without  incurring  much  dinger.  Not  only  Ihia, 
■ir,  but  there  it  a  peculiarity  in  the  face  of  tbe  country 


rendering  any  effort,  in  the  aammcr  setaon,  to  tubdiie 
the  Semmolea  difficult  tnd  uncertain.  The  low  lands, 
the  interminable  swamps  of  that  country,  afford  amplp 
security  to  the  native  Indian;  his  habita  of  living  being 
plun  and  aimple,  are  easily  supplied.  Under  auch  proa- 
pecta,  who  can  say  when  hostilities  in  (hat  quarter  are 
to  end?  Rut,  above  all,  who  wit)  undertake  to  mention 
the  aum  of  money  that  will  be  expended  in  that  contest? 
Nor  ii  it  in  Florida  alone  that  indicationi  of  the  matt 
alarming  cbaracter  are  becoming  dally  more  manifeat. 
Look  to  (he  Creek  Indians  in  Alabama  and  on  tbe  flin- 
tier of  Georgia.  A  tribe,  not  contemptible  in  numberi, 
with  all  the  feelings  of  restlees  discontent,  in  the  midst 
of  whom  it  tctitered  here  and  there  your  own  eilitena, 
unprotected  by  military  force.  Inatigated,  aa  thote  In- 
diana doubtleta  will  be,  by  the  failure  of  the  Florida 
campaign,  lo  acts  of  cruelty,  can  we  but  foreaee  in  all 
thit  abundant  catite  to  preaerve  untouched  the  atnawa 
of  war?  Are  we  to  divide  the  Uat  dollar  in  your  Treu- 
ury,  when  the  next  mall  from  the  South  may  tell  you 
that  thousands  of  the  Creek  Indians  are  imbodied  and 
In  the  field,  spreading  desolation  far  and  wide?  Should 
a  war  break  out  with  the  Creeks,  of  which  I  oan  have 
but  little  doubt,  will  gentlemen  tell  me  bow  many  mil- 
lion! it  will  take  to  put  them  down  and  remove  Ibem  lo 
the  West?  Not  like  the  Seminolea,  few  and  weak,  the 
Creeka  number,  perhaps,  not  leas  than  five  tbouaand 
warriora.  Such  force,  with  concert  of  action,  will  deto- 
late  the  whole  of  the  country  now  occupied  by  tbem- 
aelvca  and  the  whitea  in  common,  before  efficient  aid 
can  be  called  to  check  Ihem. 

But  there  is  another  demand  upon  your  trraiure  that 
cannot  be  lunger  postponed,  without  a  total  disregard  of 
the  obligationaof  the  Oovernment  to  one  of  your  Stalei. 
I^t  it  not  be  forgolten,  that,  as  far  back  si  1803,  (he 
Federal  Government  entered  into  certain  ttipulationt  for 
the  removtl  of  the  Indiana  within  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
ao  soon  as  the  tame  could  be  done  peaceably.  In  con< 
sideratlon  of  (hit  compact,  Georgia  ceded  to  the  Federal 
Government  an  immense  tract  of  country.  I  will  not 
say  how  that  promise  has  been  redeemed,  but  I  will  aay 
that  it  baa  been  permitted  to  reit,  and  to  alunber,  until 
the  present  admi  nisi  ration  baa  succeeded  in  effecting 
two  treaties,  the  last  of  which  Is  now  before  the  Senate 
far  ratification.  II  may  be,  sir,  that  (he  fate  of  that  treaty 
ia  known  lo  gentlemen,  and  that  Ibe  aum  of  five  and  a 
half  millions  that  ll  provldea  for  the  payment  to  the  In- 
diana for  their  country  is  to  be  divided  smong  the  States, 
and  the  righta  of  Georgia  to  the  quiet  potaesiion  of  Ibe 
Cherokee  lands  is  still  to  aleepi  but  I  hope  that  question 


t   fall   far  abort    of 
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and  other   Indian   (reatiei 
$8,000,000. 

Nor  is  it  alone,  air,  the  indicatlona  of  approaching  dif- 
ficuhiea  on  our  own  continent  tliat  admonish  ua  both  to 
prepare,  by  a  wlae  and  judieloua  phn  of  public  defence, 
and  by  a  prudent  aavlng  of  our  treasure,  but  the  lead- 
ing Powers  of  the  old  world  occupy,  at  this  moment,  a 
position  full  of  Interest  to  us.  I  believe  thst  ■  conteit 
between  Ruaaia  on  (he  one  hand,  and  England  and 
Prance  on  the  other,  ia  not  far  distant.  Should  auch  ■ 
contest  ariae,  who  oan  foreaee  ita  influence  upon  thit 
continent?  Who  will  undertake  (o  aay,  in  auch  a  fearful 
conflict,  what  idditianal  force  lo  our  navy  may  become 
neceMary,in  order  to  enable  us  (o  protect  our  commerce, 
and  to  preserve  thai  neutrality  which  has  been  snd  will 
doubtlest  continue  lo  be  the  policy  of  this  Governmeni? 
Whenever  Ihe  period  ihatl  arrive  llial  these  great  Powers 
of  Europe  shall  engage  in  a  war,  when  the  principlet 
involved  are  conttitutional  gnvernment  on  the  one  band, 
and  unlimited  dominion  on  the  ether,  no  one  can  foresee 
tbe  period  of  iti  tcrminatioi^or  iti  influence  ob  tbe  poUcy 
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of  eveiy  commercial  nation  on  ibe  gtobe.  One  tiling 
•inkea  me  a«  reeominended  by  erery  prudential  con- 
vderalionfor  our  own  atfety,  happineu,  «rid  proipcrlly: 
that  we  iliQuld  look  well  to  all  the  meana  neeeanry  to 
put  our  navy  on  areapect«hle  footlngf,  to  be  able  toaaaert 
ukI  maintain  the  Juitrighii  of  a  neulral  Powen  but  Lhia 
cannot  be  done,  if  we  unvisely  diitribule  the  meana  of 
doiiiK  it.  I  have.  If  r.  Chairman,  detained  the  committee 
longer  than  [  had  Intended,  in  (bowing  that  it  wai  our 
fint  duly  to  provide  for  the  public  defence)  secondly,  in 
demonttrating  that  there  would  not  be  a  permanent  aur- 
plui  revenuei  and,  thirdly,  if  there  abould,  we  were,  for 
the  reaaoni  which  1  have  preaenled  to  the  conaldenilion  of 
tbe  ccmmiitee,  admoniabed  to  huiband  up  Ch»t  aurp' 
to  meet  any  sudden  criaii  of  wliich  1  have  given  tbe 
dicationa. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  mutt  now  invoke  the  indulgence 
the  committee  for  the  time  I  ihall  consume  in  ofTering 


■nawered,  aa  far  aa  I  wai  able,  aeveral  grounda  aaaumed 
by  that  honorable  member,  but  being  unable  to  obtain 
ln«  floor  until  oiany  gentlemen  had  addreaaed  the  com- 
iniKee,  some  of  whom,  and  particularly  my  honomble 
friend  from  Virginia  [Ur.  Giiumd]  have  very  fully 
•nawered  tbe  prominent  argumenli  advanced  by  Ibat 
gentleman,  I  aball  confine  myaelf  to  •  few  of  hia  re- 
narki,  which  either  have  eacaped  the  attention  of  thoae 
who  have  preceded  me,  or  tove  not  been  ao  fully  re- 
plied to  aa  t  believe  they  ahould  be.  The  honorable 
gentleman  reminded  tbe  committee ' '  that  the  Frcaident 
of  the  United  Stales  waa  rapidly  paaiing  from  the  atage 
of  public  action,  anil  li  about  to  aaaume  hia  slalion  in 
bialory."  The  honorable  gentleman  "tfouM  nut  anti- 
cipate what  that  nation  would  be;  he  felt  that  he  wai 
not  an  impartial  judge,"  Sir,  I  noticed  thia  remark  of 
the  hononble  gentleman,  not  for  ceniure,  but  to  return 
bim  a  limilar  acknowledgment  of  the  gratitude  which  [, 
In  common  with  all  tbe  frieiidi  of  the  Preiideni,  rauat 
feel  in  thi*  minifeslation  of  generoua  forbearance,  by 
withholding  that  which  wai  ao  completely  in  hia  power 
to  do.  Sir,  had  the  honorable  member  "  have  anticipa- 
ted that  alation  in  biatory"  which  the  Prealdent  ia  to  fill, 
e>in  any  one  who  knowi  that  lionorable  member  have 
doubted  but,  in  deipite  of  fate,  that  atatiun,  and  that 
•lone,  would  have  been  the  one  which  tlie  Prealdent 
would  fill?  Sir,  for  th it  cliaii table  forbearance,  to  worthy 
the  heart  and  the  head,  let  the  honorable  member  re- 
ceive a  nation's  gratitude.  Future  hiitorians  may  now 
•Mume  their  office,  the  ftithful  chronicler  of  an  afler 
day  may  now  venture  to  tell  poaierily  "tbe  nation  in 
hiiiory"  the  President  of  the  United  States  did  fill,  but 
surely  none  would  have  dtrtd  to  have  done  to,  bad  that 
atation  been  "anticipated"  by  tbe  honorable  member. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolini,  next  in  the  order 
of  his  argument,  prtsenttd  a  table  cunlaining  the  vari- 
oui  estimate ■  (rom  Ihe  dlfTerenl  deparlmenti,  upon  which 
billa  have  been  reported.  The  avowed  object  of  lhia 
t  Ale  wa»  to  exhibit  to  the  people  of  lhia  Union  the  gross 
inequality  of  the  public  diaburaementi,  and  to  show  that 
now,  at  the  gentleman  contended,  at  through  all  put 
time,  there  had  been  a  certain  favored  section  of  the 
CiMnlry  that  lisd  shared  all  the  bounllea  and  protection 
of  the  Government.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  place 
great  reliance  upon  the  results,  aa  exhibited  by  his  table, 
and  broke  off,  on  a  sudden,  with  all  that  honest  indigna- 
tion that  naturally  arises  in  a  sensitive  boaom  upon  the 
detection  of  arup«ndouB  fraud,  into  a  eulogy  upon  the 

Ratriotiim  of  the  South  and  Wesl<spoke  most  ha'<d some- 
.'  of  their  attachment  to  the  Union,  but  availed  himseir 
of  ibe  oppoTtuiiily  to  giirc  noiwe  ibal  bit  ublc  had  «- 


for  prompt  and  efBciei 


hiblted  "appalling  bets,  that  deaerved  the  conalderaiion 
of  the  South  and  West)"  and  that.  If  the  syvtem  which 
his  table  had  exposed  was  to  become  the  settled  policy 
of  the  country,  that  you  would  thereby  "announce  Ibat 
Ibis  Government  is  one  which  no  man  fnnn  tbe  South 
or  West  could  desire  to  perpetuate,  but  one  who  wt« 
born  to  be  a  slave,  and  deserved  hit  destiny." 

Such  language  excited  in  my  mind  the  moat  fively  ap- 
prehension that  there  really  existed  tome  permanent, 
fatal,  alarming  inequality,  grossly  unjust,  and  calling 
cieni  correction.  And  with  the  view 
question  of  ao  much  moment,  started  by 
uic  Kcniieman  a  famous  table  of  alarm,  aa  if  tbe  gentle- 
mar)  had  aspired  to  no  higher  object  than  to  frighten 
himself,  and  set  to  a  new  tune  sentiments  that  have  been 
chanted  for  a  long  lime  from  a  certain  quarter  of  the 
Union,  he  divides  our  maritime  frontier  into  as  many  di- 
visions aa  wM  a  certain  army  of  late,  calling  one  Ibe 
north  Atlantic,  including  in  that  division  Vil^inia  and 
Maryland,  and  the  whole  of  the  Middle  and  Eastern 
Statei)  another  the  south  Atlantic,  and  the  remaining  di- 
vision the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  By  tbii  dlvwon  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  made  a  fine  display  in  figures 
of  Ibe  Inequality  of  the  present  appropriations-  Bui, 
sir,  wai  the  gentleman  dealing  fairly  with  his  own  intel- 
lect* Was  tie  dealing  fairly  wiih  the  Old  Uominion, 
when  be  thus  attached  her  to  the  North.'  The  better  to 
enable  him  to  alarm  himielf,  unless  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  succeeded  in  proving  what  no  one  ever  be., 
fore  pretended  to  aaaerl,  that  Virginia  and  Maryland  arc 
Northern  SUtei,  be  haa  utterly  failed  in  estabhihing 
what  he  promised  to  ahow,  tlie  grots  inequality  in  the 
ditburtement  of  the  public  funds  in  the  north  Atlantic. 
1  am  willing  to  admit  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
could  come  as  near  proving,  either  by  figures  or  by  ar- 

Sumenl,  that  Virginia  was  a  Northern  Stair,  M  any  gen- 
eman  on  tMs  floor.  Tel,  sir,  I  should  have  thuugbt 
a  recollection  of  a  small  incident  that  occurred  within  tbe 
lAst  fuur  year;,  between  tbe  States  of  South  Csrolina  and 
Virginia,  would  have  protected  the  latter  from  being  so 
iously  attached  to  the  North,  "  Ibat  favored 
'  ol  the  Union,  fur  no  other  apparent  purpose 
furnish  the  gentleman  with  a  "fact,"  from  Ihe 
aid  of  which  he  was  so  triumphantly  to  expose  the  injua- 
lice  and  inequality  of  the  public  eipendllures. 

Ur.  Chairman,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  aome  further  remarka  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Caroi:ns,  [Mr.  Thoxmok,}  which. 
In  my  opinion,  furnish  many  considerations  of  both  ■ 
painful  and  instructive  character.  And,  sir,  that  1  may 
avoid  even  the  suspicion  of  doing  tbe  slightest  injustice 
to  Ihe  gentlcrhsn'i  argument,  I  will  give  that  portion  of 
his  apeech  to  which  1  advert. 
The  gentleman  goes  on  to  sty: 

"There  are  practical  plans  of  disposing  of  the  sur- 
plus, if  gentlemen  will  conquer  all  their  personal  and 
party  prejudices,  and   pass  the  land  bill,  and  Ihe  conall- 
lutionat  amendment  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
rvenue.    These  are,  in  my  judgment,  the  only  practi- 
ibte  projeelSb  and  I  rejoice  in  my  heart  that  they  come 
from  those  two  great  minds   which  have  for  Ihe  Ust 
nty-five  years  ao  gloriously  Illustrated  the  history  of 
r  country,     in  tbe  present,  as  in  every  past  crisis 
of  danger  and  difficulty — the  war,  the  Uinouri  question, 
"  ~  compruDilse — two   commanding  figures  have  been 
I  above  the  horizon,  with  the  eyes  of  their  counlry- 
I  intently  fixed  upon  them,  with  a  well-placed  confi. 
dence  which  has  never  been  diasppointed.     These  men 
lul  of  power,  or  my  voice  ahould  not  be  beard  here 
nelr  eulogy.     Sir,  Ibe  espunpng  procets  must  be 
led  very    far)    you   must  expunge  the  history  of 
■  country  for  a  quarter  of  a  century^  you  must  tear 
from  llial  bistsry  iia  brightest  pages;  ay,  sir,  and  you 
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muit  expunge  rrom  (he  human  heart  everj  vlrtuoui  knd 
bonoreble  ■enllment,  homage  for  gtajut,  gnlitude  for 
public  lervicei,  beFore  their  well'eu-ned  Uureli  cin  be 
torn  rrom  their  brovi.  They  wilt  have  idded  another 
to  their  miay  claimi  upon  the  gratitude  oT  porterity,  if 
the;  can  tueceed  in  relieving  the  country  from  the  great 
danger  of  an  overflowing'  Treaiury —  a  difficulty  for  the 
flnt  time  known  in  the  history  of  the  vorld. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  ia  the  language  of  the  honora' 
ble  gentleman,  and,  coming  from  nim,  ia  entitled  to  a 
conaideralion  vhich  lueh  aentimenli  would  not  otherwise 
receive  from  me.  It  will  be  my  purpoae  to  examine 
why  it  ia  thattheK  "  commanding  figure*"  have  appeared 
in  our  palilieal  horizon  at  every  ioiportant  criiia  for  the 
liat  twenty-five  yean,  and  to  ghow,  ■*  the  heaven*  give 
nnerringindicationa  to  the  mariner  af  the  approaching 
■torm,  io  when  theae  "commanding  Rgurei"  appear  in 
our  political  horizon,  the  frienda  to  our  political  inatitu- 
tioni  should  prepare  for  the  tlirealening  tempeat.  Sir,  I 
might  content  m^aeir  with  theeiprcaaion  of  the  great  sur- 
prise I  felt  at  this  open,  ondiiguiied,  and  public  avowal 
of  a  conviction  which  I  had  aupposed  hsd  been  the  aet- 
,  tied  policy  of  the  honorable  gentieman'i  "much  calum- 
niated psrty,"  aa  he  calls  it,  to  conceal.  But,  coming 
from  him  under  the  circumstuneea,  gWei  to  the  disclo- 
•ure  a  claim  of  lulhority  which  no  lubsequent  diacl^mer 
can  impair.  The  American  people  are  no  longer  to  be 
misled.  They  are  no  longer  to  indulge  in  idle  specula- 
tion as  lo  the  motives  and  designs  of  theae  "  command- 
ing figures"  that  appear  at  every  important  crint.  The 
tionorable  genlleman  has  avowed  their  connexion,  and 
that  avowal  has  been  made  in  an  American  Congress. 
It  has  been  circulated  through  the  Union,  and  the  gen- 
tleman rejoice*  in  his  heart  that  (he  project  of  the  dit- 
tribulion  of  the  surplus  revenue  by  ihc  land  bill  and  the 
corxlitutionat  amendment  "came  from  Ihose  two  great 
minds  that  hsve  so  gloriously  illustrated  the  history  of 
their  country." 

Sir,  t  cannot  envy  the  gentleman  in  the  joy  he  feels 
in  the  contemplation  of  (he  fallen  »nd  ruined  condition 
of  his  friend.  That  friend,  ao  longaa  he  adhered  to  the 
principles  ofhis  own  particular  creed,  might  have  com- 
manded the  reaped  due  to  conalstencyt  might  have 
claimed  homage  for  genius,  and  admiration  for  firmness; 
but  connected  as  he  has  been  by  (he  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  with  such  ellraordinaryljoasling  of  joy, 
would  deprive  him  of  the  common  charities  of  private 
friendship  in  hi(  greatest  extremity.  Sir,  let  no  gentle- 
man complain  at  a  review  of  the  political  coiirse  pursued 
by  theae  distinguiahed  Senators,  [Measrs.  Clii  and  Cai^ 
HOUR.]  Should  I  isy  any  thing  icemingly  unkind,  my 
answer  is,  that  the  honorable  member  From  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  TsDMFaOB]  has  forced  that  necessity  on  ine  by 
the  position  in  which  he  has  placed  them  before  thia 
committee  and  the  nation.  The  Fault  ia  hia,  not  mine.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  those  great  minds,  who  "  have 
adorned  every  page  of  our  country's  history,"  are 
brought  before  ua  aa  the  authors  of  the  only  prsctieahle 
pUn  of  diapDiing  of  the  surplus  revenue.  We  are  said 
to  be  in  imminent  danger  from  an  accumulation  of  pub- 
lic treature;  a  circumstance  unheard  of  in  other  Govern- 
mentt,  and  without  a  parallel  In  the  history  of  our  own. 
Is  it  true,  or  is  the  assertion  made  to  subserve  the  ends 
of  some  great  political  movement?  )  have  attempted, 
and  I  hope  satiafactorily,  to  show  that  there  was  no  such 
surplus  revenue.  If,  air,  the  land  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  should  become  the  hiw  ofthe  land,  you 
would  divide  about  twenty  millions  within  Ibe  short  pe- 
riod from  the  In  of  July  lo  the  lit  of  Oclober  next, 
and  twenty  milliona  more  by  the  Itt  of  April  nest,  un- 
der certain  conditions.  How,  then,  air,  can  any  man 
doubt  but  that  your  lieaaure  would  be  exhauated,  that 
Ibe  coUDtiy  would  be  inrolved  in  a  heavy  debt,  not  only 


divested  of  the  means  of  extending  to  our  oiliiena  ade- 
quate protection,  but  absolutely  deprived  of  the  meani 
of  meeting  the  ordinary  and  current  expense*  of  tha 
Oovernmentf  Does  not  every  gentleman  foresee  that, 
an  exhauated  Treaaury,  with  preaaing  demands  rrum 
the  South  and  Southwcatern  fhintier,  for  (he  military 
arm  of  your  Qovernment,  to  protect  your  citizens  frolB 
the  cruel  butchery  with  which  they  are  threatened  from 
the  merciless  nvage,  that  the  financial  policy  ofthe  Gov- 
ernment would  necessarily  change?  Does  not  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  well  know  that  such  a  state  of  thing! 
would  renew  hii  favorite  American  ayilemi  a  ayatem  of 
which  he  is  the  reputed  falherg  one  that  he  baa  watched, 
cheriahed,  protected,  and  defended,  with  parental  ten- 
derness, from  ita  infancy  to  manhoodi  from  manhood  to 
that  wicked  old  age,  when  ita  depravity  became  so  ap- 
palling, that  ita  friends  and  enemica,  by  common  oon- 
aent,  gave  It  out  that  it  should  be  buried  in  (he  coiit- 
promiae,  there  to  remain  until  the  biding  of  some  mas- 
ter spirit  should  call  it  forthF  And,  sir,  has  not  that 
lime  now  arrivedr ,  And  is  not  the  disgitatingtcene  pre- 
sented lo  our  view,  that  he  who  would  have  felt  himself 
dishonored  [Mr.  Cilsoux]  lo  have  done  the  charitable 
office  of  pall-bearer  to  the  llfeleaa  eorae  of  the  American 
ayalem,  ia  now  to  be  seen  in  our  political  horizon,  a*M- 
cisled  with  Mr.  Ctir,  bidding  ihia  spirit  of  discord  as- 
cend, that  they  may  conjointly  welcome  iu  coming? 
Should  that  system  be  again  renewed,  no  matter  by  what 
means,  a*  the  settled  policy  of  this  Government,  the 
first  dsy  it  shall  be  proclaimed  would  be  the  last  dsy  ot 
this  Union.  Sir,  it  la  not  my  habit  to  think  or  speak  un- 
kindly ofthe  motives  of  othersi  but  thoroughly  am  I  con- 
vinced, that  if  the  projecta  of  ihoae  diatlnguiihed  Sena- 
tor* ahould  succeed,  ihe  efTect  would  be  fim  to  over- 
whelm  the  Government  by  a  national  debt,  then  to  agi- 
tate Ihe  people,  and  finally  to  convulse  this  nation  fhira 
one  border  to  Ihe  other.  And  if,  to  avert  such  direful 
result*,  I  ahould  be  driven  to  Ihe  necessity  of  presentii^ 
facts  showing  that  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  Soutb 
Carolina  are  each  pnrauing  a  courae  diaaatrou*  to  Ihe 
beat  interests  of  the  people  of  thete  Slates,  and  alone 
calculated  to  advance  their  own  ambitious  projects  in 
any  afler  contest  that  may  arise,  I  ahall  feel,  sir,  that  I 
have  diacharged  the  highest  obligations  I  owe  the  insti- 
tutions of  (he  ci>unlr]r,  lo  my  own  conscience,  and  to  my 
constituents.  How  instructive  the  example  fiirniahed 
us!  How  replete  the  life  and  history  of  these  great  men 
of  uieful  sdmonition  to  the  aipiring  ambition  that  but 
too  often  lies  deeply  buried,  but  not  dead,  in  the  bosom 
ofthe  disappointed  politician!  Sir,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolma  rose  with  a  lustre  commanding  the  ad- 
miration of  all.  With  geniua  unsurpassed  by  any,  with 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  generous  and  confiding, 
his  first  movement  was  such  as  became  the  proud  sou] 
and  elevated  patriotism  of  an  American  statesman.  That 
tnove,  just  twenty-four  years  ago,  was  on  Ihe  side  of  his 
country.  Al  that  gloomy  period,  when  British  outrage 
upon  the  commerce  and  rtghta  of  our  citlaena  left  no  al- 
ternative but  the  reiiatance  that  became  a  free  people, 
or  a  Eubmitsion  to  flagrant  injuatice  that  would  have  dis- 
honored us  before  the  world,  the  friend  of  the  grnlleman 
from  South  Csrolina  was  seen  lo  take  hia  stand  in  the 
midit  of  the  patriot  atalesmen  of  that  day  i  arid  with  a 
spirit  truly  American,  with  eloquence  almost  unsur- 
passed, with  the  powers  of  his  great  mind,  urged  on  his 
countrymen  to  a  v^oroua,  manly,  and  bold  reslslsnce  to 
foreign  aggreuion.  9ir,  a  recollection  of  thia  period 
ahould  never  be  forgotten  by  the  friend  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  It  may  yet  aerve  lo  teach 
him,  great  as  he  is  in  mind,  rapid  as  waa  hi*  march  to 
dialinction  and  station,  that  there  it  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween devotion  to  his  country  and  devotion  to  himieir. 
It  may  Mrve  to  admiHiish  him  that  there  cxieia  in  tbia 
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infur1*led  pusion  ind  inordlnkle  ■mbilioni  ttial  whiUt  it 
vill  honor  the  «ne,  it  will  UHiredly  rebuke  and  puQish 
(he  other. 

But,  lir,  to  punue  Ibli  "  CDmmandinK  fiKure,"  the 
&iend  of  the  honorable  ^ntleman  from  South  Cirolini, 
w«  find  him  bath  advockt'ing  and  voting  for  the  terifi  of 
1816.  Whatever  apology  (he  peculiar  condition  of  the 
nanulacturiDg  interest  at  that  day  furnished  for  (he  vote 
be  then  ^*e,  I  apprehend  noue  will  pretend  to  deny 
that  in  (hu  act  wai  planted  the  prlnclplea  of  that  fatal 
AneHcan  (yvtem  (hit  grew  »a  rap'dly,  and  eiereiaed 
■uoh  alarming  influence  over  the  industry  and  product! 
of  labor,  that  the  firraeit  patriot*  and  moat  devoted 
friendi  to  the  Federal  Government  could  but  look  to  the 
gathering  B(orm  with  feelin|{i  of  the  moit  anxioui  con- 
cern. In  the  winter  of  1828,  (he  Legiilature  of  South 
Carolina  entered  their  protett  apr^inat  (he  tariff,  a  paper 
uniforml)'  aicribed  to  the  pen  of  Hr.  Calhoun,  and  con- 
taining (hii  dialinct  annunciadon  la  to  (he  reladve  poweri 
oftlieStateaand  Federal  Government:  "The  General 
Ooremment  ia  one  of  specific  powers,  and  it  can  right- 
fully exercise  only  the  power*  ezpreasljr  granted,  and 
thoae  that  may  be  necetssry  and  proper (o  carry  theminto 
effect,  all  other*  being  reserved  espreialy  to  the  S(a(ea 
or  (o  the  people."  That  this  Is  a  fair  exponent  of  (he 
doc(rinet  of  South  Csrollna  in  1S38,  is  not  conjectural, 
but  ii  part  of  the  recorded  history  of  your  legiilatioD; 
and  that  the  document  containing  this  doctrine  has  been 
uniformly  ascribed  to  Hr.  Calhoun,  was  never  denied, 
•o  far  as  I  know  and  believe.  And  I  may  add,  that,  in 
m^  poor  opinion,  language  cannot  be  found  conveying 
with  zreater  preei«on  and  more  abaolute  accuracy  the 
true  tDeory  of  our  Federal  and  State  Government^  thau 
the  quotation  I  have  made. 

Sir,  this  waa  the  aettled  and  weli.ettabllshed  doctrine 
of  the  South  Carolina  Bta  teamen,  and  particularly  of  Ur. 
Calhoun,  up  to  and  until  after  Hay,  1330.  It  wasabout 
that  unfortunate  period,  when  diaclosurea  were  made  by 
Mr.  Crawford  to  General  Jackson  of  a  particular  course 
pursued  bj  Mr.  Calhoun  whilst  a  member  of  Ur  Monroe's 
cabinet,  in  relation  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson  In 
the  Seminole  campaign.  The  opinion  I  entertain  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  conduct  in  makings  disclulure  of  the  cabi- 
net secrets,  is  nD(  called  fori  hu[  I  may  say— and  in  (hu* 
expres«ng  myself,  if  I  am  capable  of  expresaing  one 
sincere  sentiment,  il  proceeds  from  my  heart — that  I 
have  always  regretted,  that  I  deeply  deplore,  (ha(  un- 
neceenry,  uncalled  for,  and  moat  unhappy  rupture, 
which  was  the  consequence  oF  the  communications  of 
Hr,  Crawford,  From  that  futd  period,  every  movement, 
every  politics!  act  of  Mr.  Callioun,  haa  been  character- 
ised by  a  display  of  vindictive  feeling,  alike  dangerous 
to  himself  and  to  hJi  country.     Mark,  sir,  in  (he  shoM 

Kriod  that  intervened  betweeti  his  breach  with  Generd 
;k*on  and  (he  issuing  of  his  famous  "  expixi,"  the 
rapid  progress,  (be  wide-extended  uid  alarming  range 
oF  discontent,  that  pervsded  every  portion  of  the  South, 
where  bis  influence  could  be  exerted)  but,  above  all, 
note  the  doctrine  SMerted  and  maintained  in  that  expose. 
No  longer  did  we  hear  the  true  doctrine  in  relation  to 
the  Federal  and  State  authoritiea,  as  asserted  by  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina  in  1838.  It  was  then 
the  Miionable,  the  received,  the  cherished  doctrine, 
that  each  State  was  within  itself  absolutely  sovereign  and 
independent,  and  he  who  could  not  subscribe  to  this 
faith  wa^  at  bome  and  abroad,  denouneed  as  a  vile 
"submisaionisi,"  either  Incapable  of  understanding  or 
otherwise  too  timid  to  assert  his  rights.  Sir,  is  it  not 
strange  that  Hr.  Calhoun,  with  acknowledged  powera 
of  intellect,  whose  life,  almost  from  boybocid,  had  been 
devoted  to  the  public  lerviMt  whoee  babit  of  study  and  ' 


pursuit  of  buianesa  had  led  him  to  a  thorough  and  ind- 
mate  acquaintance,  not  only  with  the  constllution  and  th« 
practices  of  the  Government  created  by  that  constitutioD, 
but  with  the  opinions  of  all  those  apoatlrs  of  liberty 
whose  writings  and  principles  have  been  the  boast  ot 
alt  true  paliiols,  and  honored  by  the  heartfelt  grslituda 
of  mitllons  of  freemen,  should  all  this  lime  have  been 
groping  in  (he  dark,  and  never  have  discovered,  uoUI 
after  his  rupture  with  GenertI  Jackson,  the  true  prino- 
pies  of  the  constitution,  the  true  relation  between  the 
Federal  and  Slate  Government*. 

Look,  air,  at  the  course  of  events  in  a  certain  portion 
of  the  South,  from  Hay,  1830,  lo  the  summer  of  1833. 
The  people  that  had  once  been  quiet,  happy,  and  con- 
tented, devoted  to  the  Union,  devoted  to  the  institutions 
of  (he  country,  suddenly  assuming  an  attitude  alarming 
to  the  integrity,  the  peace,  and  happiness  of  the  whole 
nation.  I  must  not  say  what  puster  spirit  directed  the 
storm.  It  la  a  part  of  the  history  of  your  country. 
From  discontent  to  remonstrance,  from  remonslnnce, 
whole  regiments  were  armed,  organised,  and  prepared 
to  march  at  a  moment's  wsrn'.ng  to  assert,  in  a  most 
"  peaceful  and  oonstitulional  manner,"  the  uneonstitu* 
tionality  of  the  tarifT  law.  Tes,  sir,  it  wa*  then  the  motto 
of  the  psrty  attached  to  the  interest  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  la 
South  Carolina,  "millions  for  defence — not  one  cent  for 
protection."  All  (hi^  not  until  after  that  fslal  feud  be- 
tween Mr.  Calhoun  and  General  Jackson,  in  which  col- 
lision, hope  and  expectation  long  cherished  for  the  first 
ofEiee  in  this  nation  suddenly  vanished,  and  this  "com- 
manding figure,"  in  receding  from  his  position  with  hi* 
party,  could  but  behold  the  rising  foim  of  another 
grea(er  (han  himself,  [Mr.  Vam  Bdisk.]  This  was 
more  tt)an  the  proud  spirit  and  feverish  aspirations  of 
Ibe  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina  could  en- 
dure. From  that  moment  he  resolved  that  it  should  be 
sooner  written  of  him,  ■■  that  he  was,"  than  he  should 
live  unavenged  for  his  sudden  and  unexpected  reverse 
in  the  tide  of  foKune.  And  never  did  man  prosecute 
with  more  unrelenting  zeal  the  idol  of  his  ambition  than 
Hr.  Calhoun.  Sir,  with  what  perFrct  facility  he  abao- 
dons  one  system  of  principles,  and  adopts  olberst  to-day, 
denouncing  the  principle*  of  the  protecting  system — 
to-morrowj  greeting  with  a  hearty  welcome  the  friend^ 
nay,  more,  the  father  of  that  aystemi  to-day,  the  able 
and  eloquent  advocate  on  the  floor  of  Congress  of  tha 
rights  of  minorities;  but  yesterday,  at  home  in  tbebatom 
of  his  community,  cruabing  beneath  the  iron  hand  of 
despotism  the  moat  sacred  of  all  (he  rights  of  minori- 
ties— the  rights  of  conicience. 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  iaa  brief  history  of  the  eventful 
period  between  Hay,  1830,  and  the  action  of  Congrest 
m  1833,  in  which  the  Senators  from  Kentucky  and  South 
Carolina  played  that  part  which  drew  forth  the  eulogr 
of  the  honorable  gentleman,  [Hr.  TEoarsoir.]  And, 
air,  I  aik  this  committee  and  the  nation,  what  wa*  the 
respective  parts  of  each,  and  the  credit  due  them,  for 
the  settlement  of  that  deeply  absorbing  question*  Will 
this  committee  refuse,  or  will  the  nation  refuse,  to  bear 
the  leitimony  furnished  at  that  important  crisis  by  the 
Senators  from  Kentucky  and  South  Carolina?  Let  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  broad  ground  assumed  in  tha 
whole  cuniraveray  in  the  South,  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun 
look  the  lead  on  one  aide,  wa^  that  a  tariff  of  protec- 
tion waa  unconstitutional,  and  that  Ibe  act  of  1833  wa* 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  protection  to  our  own  manu- 
factures, as  well  as  for  revenue,  and,  therefore,  uncon- 
ititutional,  null  and  void,  and  of  no  binding  influenca 
upon  the  people  of  the  States.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Hr.  Cut,]  uniformly  maintained  the  reverse  of 
this  doctrine.  And,  sir,  it  was  with  principle*  *a  di- 
rectly ojipotitr,  tb*t  the  two  great  statesmen,  and,  \a 
the  language  of  the  honorable  geotleman  ftom  South 
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CiToTIn*(  [Mr.  THaMriOH,]  "thoie  two  grett  mindi 
wliich  hive  for  Ihe  1«il  twentT-fire  jetn  >o  f[1oriDui1^ 
Illuitrvted  the  hlilory  oftbeir  country,"  took  their  poii' 
tion  in  the  Semte  of  the  United  Stitei  Tor  the  purpoie 
oTiettlinK  thit  gmtqueition.  Now,  lir,  triKi  »  im- 
porlint  inquiry,  thftt  every  min  in  ihe  United  SIkin 
ihould  undertlknili  what  «■■  the  courie  that  coiuiitency 
demanded  of  eich  of  these  greU  mindi,  on  Ihii  great  oc- 
cuion'  Would  it  occur  to  *ny  thet,  fur  the  purpoie 
of  Mttiing'  thii  quettion,  there  would  be  a  total  ibin- 
donnnent  of  «I1  principle  on  ihe  one  side,  and  no  mcri- 
fiee  af  principle  on  the  otherF  How  wu  ■  compromiie 
to  be  cnected  between  luch  talented  and  incormplibie 
patriotic  Why,  lir,  from  the  poiilion  of  the  Senator 
h-om  South  Carolina,  "that  millions  rordefencr,  but 
not  one  cent  for  protection,"  one  would  hayeiuppoaedhii 
object  would  liave  been  lo  have  piinued,  at  far  ai  pnni- 
ble,  hia  principle!)  for,  if  true  to  himnelf,  and  Ihe  prin- 
ciple of  prolection  vaa  preaerved  in  the  eompromiie 
bill,  the  obliffalion  of  biioalh,  aa  Senator  of  the  United 
Statea,  would  have  conitrained  him  to  have  voted  iKainil 
all  meaaurea  not  aulhoriied  by,  or  in  violation  o^  that 
inilrument.  Rut,  air,  the  reinaininff  inquiry  ia,  did  Mr. 
Calhoun  vote  for  the  tariff  act  of  1B33>  And  doei  thai 
act  contain  Ihe  principle  of  proleeiionF  That  he  did 
vote  for  Ihe  bill  Ihe  Joumala  eilahliah.  That  it  duet 
cnnlain  the  principle  of  protection  ia  ai  fully  and  dis- 
tinctly admilled  by  the  act  itarif,  aa  if  it  had  been  written 
in  ao  many  worda  on  the  face  of  the  bill.  But  I  will 
not  aiop  Ihe  proof  at  thia.  I  will  introduce  ihe  leili- 
mon^  of  Mr,  Clay,  which  will  appear  from  Ihe  following 
portion  ofhia  apreeh,  delivered  at  the  aame  time  and  on 
the  aime  memorable  occation  of  (he  eompromiae.  Hr. 
Clay  iayi:  '■  Pan  thia  bill,  tranquilliie  the  country,  re- 
atore  confidence  and  affection  in  the  Union,  and  I  am 
willing  to  |{o  home  to  Ashland,  u>d  renounce  public  lifi> 
for  ever."  The  Senator  from  Kenlucky  muat  have 
been  quite  aincere,  whrn,  for  the  aahe  of  paaaing  the 
tarifT,  he  wnuld  abandon  public  life  for  ever.  The  bill 
{laatcd,  and  how  Hr.  Clay  has  renounced  public  aer- 
vice  lei  llie  jouinata  of  the  Senate  apeak. 

It  may  be  Ihat  he  haa  kept  lliis  promise  lo  the  spirit, 
by  confining  his  action  lo  what  he  may  consider  pri- 
vate, rather  Ihsn  "public  aervice."  But,  air,  i  am 
quite  aure  he  never  feft  a  deeper  concern  in  the  success 
of  ary  measure  ihan  in  Ihal  of  Ihe  bill  he  vaithen  advo< 
eating!  and  ihErcfore  hia  reasons,  tlie  motives  Ihat  ope- 
rated upon  him,  aod  the  important  disci oau res  he  made, 
urged  with  all  his  tranicendeni  powers  of  persuasion, 
■re  entitled  to  very  grave  coniidcrstion  in  settling  ihe 
pretensions  of  different  gentlemen  for  the  project  lhal 
was  lo  reilore  the  just  rights  of  the  South  and  the  Norlh, 
and  lo  tranquillize  the  public  mind.  Mr.  Clay  says,  in 
his  speech,  2Jth  Kebruary,  1833,  on  the  tariff,  "The 
friends  of  free  trade  insist  tliat  dutiea  shuuld  be  laid  in 
reference  to  revenue  alone.  The  friends  of  American 
tndualry  say  that  another,  if  not  paramount,  object,  in 
laying  them,  abould  be  to  diminish  (he  contumplion  of 
foreign  and  increaae  that  of  domestic  producla.  On 
(hia  point  the  parlies  divide,  and  between  theae  two  op- 
potite  opiniona  a  reeoncilistion  is  to  be  effeeied,  if  it 
can  be  accumplialied.  The  bill  asaumea,  aa  a  baaia,  ade- 
quate protection  for  nine  j  ears,  and  le«a  beyond  that 


lung  cliapter  ofaceidenis  beyond  ihat  period,  including 
the  chance  of  war,  the  reatorstlon  of  cuncord,  and  along 
with  it  a  conviction,  common  to  all,  of  the  utility  of  pro- 
tection) and,  in  consideration  of  i(,  if  in  1843  none  of 
these  considerations  shall  have  been  realiied,  we  are 
willing  to  submit,  as  long  as  Congress  shall  think  prop- 
er, to  a  maximum  rale  oftwenty  per  cent.,  villi  a  pivtr 
V«i.,  XII.— 3» 


of  discrimination  below  it,  cash  duties,  home  valuation^ 
and  a  liberal  list  of  free  arliclea  for  the  beneflc  of  the 
manufacluring  interest."  Mr.  Clsy,  in  ihesame  speech, 
says:  ",That  it  is  far  from  the  object  of  thoae  who  sup- 
port this  bill  to  abandon  or  surrender  the  policy  of  pro- 
tecting American  industry.  lis  protection  or  encour- 
agement may  be  accomplished  in  varioua  ways."  And 
then  proceeda  to  point  out  Ihe  different  modea  of  pro- 
tection) and,  finally,  Mr.  Clay  uses  this  empbatic  lan- 
guage: 

"  Now,  Hr.  PreNdent,  before  (he  aitertitin  it  mada 
that  ihe  bill  surrenders  the  protective  policy,  gentle- 
men should  understand  perfecily  what  It  doet  not  at 
well  as  what  it  does  propoae."  This  is  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Clay  to  two  points,  importanl  in  themselvea,  fully 
establithing  the  fact  thil  the  act  of  1S33  waa  aupported 
by  the  friends  of  Ihe  American  system,  but  upon  the 
broad  ground  that  the  bill  recojtnised  and  fully  asserted 
the  principle  of  absolute  adequate  proteclion  for  nine 
yearsf  and,  aeeondly,  carried  with  It  the  long  ehaplerof 
accidents  beyond  that  period. 

Sir,  Iheae  opinions  were  made  in  argument)  were  they 
ever  denied^  Did  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Hr. 
Calhoun]  rise  in  his  place,  and  deny  lliat  the  bill  con- 
tained the  principles  against  which  he  had  rallied  the 
South?  Tea,  sir,  not  rallied,  merely,  but  had  urged 
ihem  on  until  their  feetinga  were  lashed  into  such  excite- 
ment, by  the  repeated  denunciation  of  the  oppreaaion 
and  unconstiiuiionaliiy  of  Ihe  tariff,  that  taw,  onler,  and 
Government,  »ere  on  Ihe  verge  of  ruin.  Ami  yet,  Mr. 
Calhoun  himself,  believing,  as  he  has  professed  to  believe, 
that  Ihe  tariff  of  1833,  with  Ihe  same  principles  in  1833, 
was  aitainst  the  consiiiuiion,  not  only  voles  for  the  act 
of  1833,  but  saysi  '•  When  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
firat  introduced  the  bill,  lie  (Hr.  C.)  then  aaid  that  IM 
approved  of  the  principle,  and  that  he  thought  no  sstit. 
factory  adjustmeni  could  lake  place  but  on  time — lime  to 
afford  the  manufacturers  to  accommodate  ttieirbuaines* 
to  the  chanjre  wliich  must  follow  tfae  adjustment  of  the 
duties.  He  still  remained  of  the  same  opinion."  Sir, 
it  should  be  well  unileralood  and  distinctly  known,  tha 
part  lhal  theie  "great  minds''  played,  not  only  a(  tha 
compromise,  biit  before.  The  one,  the  author  ofs  sys- 
tem; the  other,  first  its  adrocatr,  then  its  enemy)  and 
finally,  when  lie  had  a  personal  difficulty  with  (he  Pre*. 
ident  of  the  United  States,  and  saw  and  fell  thai  he  no 
longer  deserved  or  could  safely  calculate  on  the  support 
of  the  entire  parly  altsched  to  the  administration,  bt 
sraila  himself  of  the  discontent  prevailing  on  the  subject 
ofihe  uriff  in  Ihe  South,  asserts  its  unconsiitiit'ionality, 

forcemenl  of  Ihe  law  within  the  limits  of  bis  State,  peace, 
ably  if  they  could,  but  forcibly  if  neceiaary)  and  then, 
in  the  bceofihewnrld,  meets  Ur.  Clay  in  the  Senate, 
Mr.  Clay  maintaining  boldly  (he  bill  was  for  adequata 
prolecliun  for  nine  years,  with  a  long  chapter  of  ac- 
cidenia,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  responding.  When  (he  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  first  introduced  Ihe  bill,  he  (Ur.  C.) 
then  said  "(hat  he  approved  of  (he  principle."  Heave 
theae  facta  to  speak  for  themaelvea.  If  any  man  on 
earth  requires  more  proof  to  establish  upon  theae  "  two 
great  minds"  polKicat  juggling,  political  inlrigiir,  foP 
purposes  of  ihe  most  unholy  ambiiion,  he  need  not  ex- 
pect to  find  it  in  the  review  of  the  life  of  political  sien, 
men  who  stand  pre-eminent  for  ability,  and  who  weigh 
the  effect  of  every  movement  before  it  is  taken.  Lo»^ 
air,  at  the  greil  prize  for  wliich  "  these  great  minds  and 
commanding  figurea"  have  been  running.  Why,  I  need 
—  ■"  ~"  ~  rpeal,  what  every  intelligent  citilen  of  the' 


Union  knows,  ll 


executive  seat  Ihat  haa  operated  upon  and  direcied 
everv  political  movement  of  (heir  livcsi  and  so  powerful 
bai  been  the  cbann,  that  one  «l  the  gcntleuen  ha*  mada 
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covered  not  to  h*ve  lufficient  atrenglh  to  atatt.  And, 
•ir,  can  it  be  a  nutter  oF  iurprii«  th»t,  true  to  their  pur- 
po«e,  CBch  in  hw  o«n  w»y  taking  hii  cuune,  e»«ry  con- 
■idention  of  the  public  interelt,  wrety,  ind  hippineu, 
il  til  jiicld  to  ttieir  purpoteii  or,  in  conrormUj'  witb  their 
■clikd  pUn  of  opention,  they  will  crush  and  deilroy 
whateTcr  obidcle,  be  it  man  or  be  it  principle,  ihal 
may  interpoae  (he  digbteit  obstacle  to  their  attiinment 
ofihiiobjectr 

I  shall  not,  Hr.  Chairman,  add  much  more  to  what  I 
have  said  in  relation  to  the  political  course  ot  the  gentle- 
men who  were  presented  to  the  corontitlee  as  tlie  authon 
of  the  only  practicable  plan  of  disposing  of  tlie  public 
KtCDue.  I  hare  riiown  enough  to  deter  an^  prudent 
nan  from  following  their  lead  on  this  subject.  But 
there  is  yet  more  to  be  said,  calculated  to  shed  addition* 
•I  auspieinn  upon  the  whole  plan,  ind.  to  prove  that  the 
opinion  of  one  of  (he  gentlemen  [Hr.  ^Calhoun]  has  un- 
derscne  a  rapid  and  extraordinary  change  tinoe  the  time 
of  ute  compromiiei  about  that  time  Ur.  Calhoun  thua 
ezprcMed  himsclfi  "  There  i*  another  aspect  in  which 
Ihif  lubject  may  be  viewed.  We  all  remember  hov 
aarly  the  question  of  the  surplus  revenue  begin  to  agi- 
tate the  country.  At  a  very  early  per\od,  a  Senator 
&am  New  Jeney  [Hr.  Dickerson]  prraented  his 
•Cheme  for  diipoiing  of  it  by  distributing  it  among  tlie 
Btitci.  The  firit  message  oflhe  President  recommended 
•  aimilar  project,  which  was  followed  up  by  a  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  I/cgislature  of  New  York,  and  I  be- 
lieve Mmc  of  the  other  Statei.  The  public  attention 
was  arousedi  the  scheme  scrutinized)  its  gross  unconsti- 
tutionality and  injuatice,  and  its  dangerous  tendency,  ita 
tendency  to  absorb  the  power  and  existence  of  the  Stales, 
wets  clearly  perceived  and  denounced)  the  denunciation 
Tsi  too  deep  to  be  resisted,  and  the  scheme  was  aban- 
doned." This  is  the  language,  this  the  drliberately 
formed  and  eipreaaed  opinion  of  Hr.  Calhoun  on  the 
subject  of  the  distribution  of  the  surplui  revenue,  witbin 
the  short  period  of  three  years.  And  could  any  gentle- 
nan  believe  that  now,  at  thii  moment,  in  the  face  of 
this  recorded  opinion,  he  has  introduced,  i>  advocating 
and  urging,  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  establishing  the  very  scheme  which 
be  laid  "  had  been  scrutinized,  its  dangerous  tendency, 
Ue  tendency  to  absorb  (he  power  and  eiiatencc  of  tht 
State*,  clearly  perceived  anddenouneed,"and  lo  strong 
that  denunciation,  that  the  scbeme  had  been  abandonedf 
One  of  two  conclusions  is  irresistibly  forced  upon  the 
mindi  either  that  there  is  some  splendid  project  to  be 
toeomplished,  ftvcrable  to  the  views  of  himself  and  Ur, 
Clay,  or  else,  if  it  has  been  an  honrtt  change  of  opinion, 
be  is  an  uncertain,  unsafe,  vacillating  pilot,  not  to  be 
trusted  in  a  tempest— under  any  aspect  of  the  case,  he 
•tands  ooQlradicted.  And  whether  the  opinions  then 
expreued,  snd  now  entertained,  are  to  regulate  his  ac- 
tionon  the  lubject,  is  beyond  the  reach  of  human  wis- 
dom. Then,  sir,  let  not  the  honorable  genileman  from 
South  Carolina  array  tbia  ■•commanding  figure"  i 
"  great  mind,"  at  one  worthy  1o  lead  In  the  accompli 
ment  of  this  project,  which  I  Rrmly  believe  '■  would  ab- 
•orb  the  power  ami  existence  of  the  Stiteii"  and  believ< 
ing  that  to  be  the  inevitable  efTeot,  1  shall,  for  that  reason 
•nd  othera,  reaiat  aa  far  as  I  oan  any  measure,  from  any 
;*nd  every  quarter,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  lo  dis- 
astrous to  the  exiilence  of  the  Statei.  Allow  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  notice  one  other  consideration  arising  out 
of  the  remarks  of  (he  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina.  It  has  been  a  conteited  point  with  some  por- 
tion of  the  peoptf  of  the  South,  as  to  whom  was  entitled 
■he  credit  of  settling  (he  tariff  question,  on  the  principles 
of  (be  cemproww.     I  have  heard  it  said  by  toni^  ''— * 


the  honor  of  that  settlement  belonged  to  (he  party  of  lh« 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  upon  that  Senalor'a 
«.  Sir,  I  am  not  ambitioua  of  claiming  the  honor 
for  any  friend.  There  is  no  principle  in  the  faouHis  com- 
iie  that  is  better  than  the  set  of  1B33.  It  is  true 
.1  is  a  modification,  some  reduction)  yet  it  contaioa 
features  of  a  most  hateful  contrivance,  and  so  art- 
fully adjusted,  for  the  interest  of  the  manufacturer,  that 
with  many  practicil  men  it  is  believed  lo  be  as  hvoiablo 
as  the  act  of  1833.  But,  sir,  be  the  credit  great  or 
imatl,  it  is  neither  due  to  Mr.  CUy  nor  Ur.  Calhoum 
and  to  that  point  I  will  again  refer  to  the  testimoqy  of 
Mr.  Clay,  aa  given  to  the  nation,  in  his  speech  of  35lh 
February,  1S3S.  Hr.  Clay  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol' 
lows:  "Mr.  President,  1  want  to  be  perfectly  under- 
■tood  as  to  the  motivea  which  have  prompted  me  lo  uf< 
fer  this  meaaure.  1  repeat  what  1  Mid  on  the  intraduo- 
tion  of  it,  that  they  arc  first  to  preserve  the  manulactu- 
ring  Intereatt  and,  secondly,  to  quiet  the  country.  1  be- 
lieve the  American  i^item  to  be  in  the  greatest  danger, 
and  1  believe  it  can  be  placed  on  a  better  and  safer  found- 
ation at  this  session  than  at  the  next.  1  heard,  with 
surprise,  my  Iriend  from  Uassacbuselti  say  that  oothing 
had  occurred  within  the  laat  tax  months  to  increaae  it* 
haiard.  I  entreat  him  to  review  that  opinion-  Is  it  cor> 
r^t?  ts  the  issue  of  the  numerous  election^  including 
that  of  the  highest  olBcer  of  the  Government,  notbiagf 
Is  his  declaration,  in  his  proclamation,  that  the  burdens 
of  the  South  ought  to  be  relieved,  nothing?  Is  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill  in  the  House  of  Representaiivca  du- 
ring thli  session,  sanctioned  by  <he  head  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  administration,  prostrating  the  greater  part  of 
ilie  manufactures  of  the  country,  nothing?" 

"It  is  well  known  that  the  majority  of  the  daminaat 
party  is  adverse  to  the  larifF.  There  are  many  honor- 
able exceptions,  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr. 
Dickersonj  among  them.  But  for  the  exertions  of  the 
other  party,  the  tariff  would  have  been  long  since  sac- 
rificed. Now,  let  tts  look  at  the  composition  i^  the  two 
brsDchei  of  Congreu  at  the  next  session.  In  this  body 
we  lose  three  friends  of  the  protective  policy,  without 
being  sure  of  gaining  one.  Here,  judgir^  from  the 
present  appearance^  we  shall  at  the  next  session  be  ia 
the  minority.  In  the  House,  it  is  notorious  that  there  ia 
1  considerable  accession  to  the  number  of  the  dominant 
parly.  How,  then,  I  ask,  is  the  system  to  be  sustained 
against  numbers,  against  the  whole  weight  of  the  ad- 
min iatrati  on  J" 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  declaration)  of  Mr.  Clay  ar* 
autlioritv  on  any  quealion,  and  I  am  sure  none  will  pre- 
tend to  deny  it,  he  has  placed  the  whole  question  of  tba 
reduction  oT  the  (sriff  en  a  footing  the  moat  flalteriog 
to  the  adminutration.  Tcs,  sir,  it  was  the  uorcniitting 
efforts  of  the  President  to  aroute  tbe  people  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Union  to  a  proper  view  of  the  lisbts  of 
all,  that  had  a  moral  influence  upon  public  opinion, 
irresistible,  and  tending  directly  to  bring  into  Congres* 
those  representatives  who  would  give  efficient  aid  to  hii 
administration  in  carrying  out  his  opinions  in  relation  to 
the  tariff.  Unfortunately  for  (he  country,  when  (ho 
strength  of  the  administration  was  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
Bufficient  to  carry  the  measure  reported  from  (he  head 
of  (heTtesBury  Depsrtment,  a  measure  which  Mr.  Clay 
says  would  have  proi(rated  the  greater  part  of  (he  raaa- 
ulactiiring  inte^eBll^  Mr.  Clay  and  Ur.  Calhoun  con- 
ceived the  project  of  forming  an  alliance,  and  inatead  of 
Hr.  Calhoun's  advocating  the  principles  of  the  bill  re- 
ported from  (he  Treasuiy  Uepar(ment,  he  prefera  to 
unite  with  Hr.  Clay  in  his  project,  thereby  deserting 
the  interest  of  (he  South  far  the  noble  and  patriolic  mo- 
tive ofdepriving  the  administration  of  the  credit  of  set- 
tling this  great  and  fearful  qoeation.  But,  fortunately 
for  tbe  age  and  the  country,  Ur.  Clay  htus  placed   it 
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ftirlf  befbre  the  world,  and  (he  Itonor  wi)  be,  u  it 
•hould  b«,  ivarded  to  the  hithRil  and  deierrin^. 

Tliera  n,  Hr.  Chairman,  one  other  connexion  in 
which  I  deaire  to  notice  theae  " commandinir  figures." 
t  cannot  but  look  back  to  the  eommenceraent  of  this 
Confteta,  when  expectation,  deep  and  intenae,  pervaded 
erery  part  oTonr  country  on  theaubject  of  our  reUtiona 
with  France!  nor  can  I  aupprea*  the  feeliny  of  lurprise 
I  have  alwaya  felt  that  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Hr.  Clay,  who 
■o  triumphantly  maintained,  in  the  eouncila  of  their 
country,  the  honor  oF  the  nation  in  1813,  ahould,  at  thia 
day,  be  willing,  through  tbe  peraon  of  the  Chief  Mag^ia- 
trate,  to  inflict  a  alain  upon  our  national  escutcheon,  by 
wilhhotdinr  from  the  ExecutiTe  that  aid  he  bad  a  right 
to  expect  from  every  patriot,  when  the  honor  of  the 
oountry  waa  involved.  The  man  in  thia  nation  that 
would  for  one  moment  heaitale,  when  the  itbaurd  prc- 
tenaion  I«  put  up  by  a  foreig^n  Power,  that,  for  language 
naed  in  a  communication  to  Congreaa,  they  have  a  right 
to  demand  cxplanationa  aa  a  condition  to  the  perForm- 
»nce  of  a  treafy  atipuUtion,  muat  have  loat  all  that 
elevated,  ardent,  and  patriotic  devotion  for  the  honor 
•nd  character  of  the  nation  that  would  characlericc  the 
man  who,  in  the  hour  of  peril,  wotild  be  on  the  »de  of 
Ilia  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  ahown  the  preaent  condition  of 
your  Treuury,  ita  probable  condilion  for  the  next  two 
or  three  yeara,  (to  nay  nothing  of  the  rapid  decreaae 
that  tnuat  suddenly  eniue  under  the  operation  of  the 
tariff,  that  hangi  suspended  for  yean,  yielding  up  but 
« tenth  per  annum  until  the  appointed  period,  when  il 
nddenly  falls  aix  icnihs  of  tlie  excess,  over  twenty  per 
cent,  within  six  months,)  having  ahown  the  csuaes  that 
will  most  eertsinly  produce  a  decrease  for  the  years  of 
1S36  and  1B37,  and,  perhaps,  for  aDer  ^earsi  having 
•hown  the  revenue  from  importa  as  well  as  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands)  and  having  also  shown  the  part  now 
playing  by  those  "  commanding  figures"  and  "  great 
minds"  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  I  ahall  now  call  tbe  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  argument  of  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  BtLt,]  oiih  a  view 
Id  prove  that  it  muat  have  been  his  opinion,  ao  &r  from 
there  being  a  surplus  revenue,  that  if  the  syatem  of  pub- 
lic defence,  at  recommended  by  the  President  and  the 
beads  of  (he  Departments,  ahouid  become  the  policy  of 
the  nation,  your  reaourees  would  be  exhausted,  and  the 
Snsncial  operations  of  the  Government  changed. 

The  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  In  hit  printed 
apeecb,  aays:  "  The  first  inevitable  result  of  this  policy, 
(alluding  to  the  system  of  defence  now  under  conridera- 
tton,)  if  it  shsll  be  sanctioned  by  Congresi,  will  be  the 
introduction,  in  « ihort  period,  of  an  increased  and  op- 

(iressive  system  of  taxation."  The  honorable  member 
urlher  aays:  "That  the  public  lands  are  now  in  such  a 
rapid  state  of  exhauatioti,  that  very  aoon  we  shall  find  our 
revenue  from  this  quarter  reduced  to  a  million  or  le«." 
air,  I  trust,  with  at  leaat  •  portion  of  thia  House  and 
the  people  of  this  Union,  the  warning  voice  of  that  dis- 
tineuiahed  gentleman  will  not  be  disregarded,  He  has 
told  us  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  that  aystem 
of  defence  which  this  adminislration  bu  not  recom- 
mended, which  no  gentleman,  ao  far  aa  I  know,  lias  pro- 
poaed,  and  which  no  friend  of  the  measures  of  the  Presi- 
dent would  support.  Whether  it  waa  his  policy,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  example  set  by  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  to  make  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  public 
expenditures  for  extrsordlnary  purposes,  so  large  that 
he  might  became  alarmed  himself,  and,  in  the  office  of 
true  charity,  frighten  hia  friends  and  followers,  !  neither 
do  say  nor  pretend  to  allege.  But  it  tnay  be  said,  and 
I  undertake  to  maintain,  that  there  it  no  ayaten  of  pub- 
lic defence  recommended  by  tbe  Preaident,  or  any  por- 
tion of  Ibe  friends  of  thit  adoiaiitntion,  whereby  an  ex- 


penditure of  ten  milliont  per  annum  It  propoted  to  b« 
voted,  as  imagined  by  the  gentleman  ti^m  Tennetwe. 

Sir,  the  utmost  limit,  upon  the  largcat  aeheme,  at  pro- 
posed by  any  and  all  the  Departmetits,  would  not  fkr 
exceed  one  half  of  the  amount  laid  down  by  the  gentle- 
man. If,  then,  I  am  not  miatsken  in  this  view  of  the 
case,  I  may  claim  the  authority  of  the  gentlemati't  name 
against  the  wild  and  dangeroua  project  of  diatribution, 
as  well  as  the  system  of  defence  which  be  supposes  to 
be  scceptsble  to  the  administration,  and  atill  lave  tha 
system,  which  has  been  actually  propoaed  by  the  party 
■upporting  the  admlnitlrstion,  from  all  the  oenfwe  and 
odium  ao  unsparingly  heaped  upon  it  by  tbat  jenll*- 
man  and  others. 

Sir,  that  honorable  member  should  haf«  well  deliber- 
ated, he  ahouid  have  well  considered  the  ground  be  baa 
himself  ao  long  occupied  before  tbe  American  peopta 
m  reference  to  the  measures  of  this  sdminittrstion,  be>' 
fore  he  ventured  forth  in  a  crusade,  which  eould  only 
beintended  to  tear  down  the  very  principle*  he  hid  coit- 
tributedso  much  tobuiUup.  The  gentlenen  thouU 
have  remembered  that  there  are  blows  to  receive  tt 
well  as  to  givei  and  that,  however  ptcifio  and  forbear- 
ing are  Ihoae  whoae  pleasure  it  once  was,  a«  It  atill  wouM 
be,  to  set  wlHi  him  on  all  important  meaauriM  connMled 
with  the  administration  of  the  Federal  Sorcnimenli 
stilt  they  have  feelinga,  rights,  and  prhwiples^  Whicti 
tbeycannoCauffer  to  be  lashed,  either  by  an  openenevy 
or  by  pretended  friends. 

Sir,  in  the  honorable  genlteman's  i 
sire  not  to  be  misunderstood  before  the  o 
elsewhere.  My  purpoaeit  to  do  preoitely  what  the  gen- 
tleman himaelf  desired  should  be  done:  to  answer  1h« 
points  he  bu  raiaed,  to  meet  the  ohargea  be  haa  prafsr- 
red,  without  evaaion.  In  the  liitle  I  ahall  say  I  shall 
araid  so  much  of  the  argumeat  of  tha  bonorabM  mem. 
ber  from  Tennessee  as  was  answered,  and  moat  triumph- 
sntly,  in  my  opinion,  by  my  esteemed  fViend  tbe  hoaoN 
able  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  GABbara.]  I  wiH 
not  attempt  to  occupy  ground  taken  by  him.  To  do  ao 
would  weaken,  rather  than  strengthen,  the  view  present- 
ed by  thst  gentleman.  Nordo  1  regret  that  oiy  friced  from 
Virginia  has  preceded  me,  for  hi*  effort  baa  left  bat 
little  for  me  to  do.  My  purpose,  however,  will  be,  with- 
the  utmost  apiril  of  kindneaa,  and  with  tbe  fiill  convie-- 
tlon  of  my  own  weakneat,  to  throw  myself  upen  the 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  fivm  Tenneaaee,  [Mr. 
Bni,]  and  with  whatever  knightly  grace  I  may  poasei^ 
as  one  of  "  the  party,"  to  receive  the  Unee  hurled  f^oin 
his  able  atmi  consiiling  myself,  that  if  1  ahouid  not  be 
Mb  to  return  the  blow,  I  ahall  at  leaat  oommand  hit 
respect  for  Uking  a  position  ao  full  of  danger  to  myself. 
Hr.  Chairman,  Aiould  the  opinion  entertained  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Tenneaaee  be  oorreet  aa  to  the 
rcault  of  the  lyilcm  of  defence  proposed  by  the  admin- 
istration upon  the  revenue  of  tbe  country,  then,  sir,  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina  is  wrong  in  supposing  (bet 
tyitem  a  "miserable  quackery,"  so  far  as  regards  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  revenue,  By  way  of  iltoatrttion,  the 
former  gentleman  was  showing  ihal  the  system  of  pubKc 
defence  most  be  arrested.  And  what,  sir,  was  hii  rea- 
son^ Why,  "  that  although  thetyttem  might  tie  proper 
in  itaelf,"  yet  that  you  had  not  the  money  to  carry  it  om 
while  thelalter  gentleman  tellt  you  that  yo«  "nitut  dia- 
tribute,  because,  by  an  expenditure  for  tbe  purpoaTs 
of  defences  of  ten  or  twelve  mtHions  per  annun),  you 
will  not  only  not  be  able  to  expend  the  surplus,  but  it 
will  continue  to  accumulate." 

Now,  air,  I  cannot  undertake  to  settle  belweeti  theae 
two  growing,  if  not  "great  minda,"  which  of  them  is 
correct.  II  msy  be  that  neither  it  right.  I  thinki  have 
proven  it;  but  there  is  one  thing  we  all  know,  ihst  the 
gentlcoian  from  South  Carolina  baa  told  U*  tiMt  be  wHl 
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ga  fori  di(tribu1ion  of  Ihe  nirpkiti  and  he  hu  further 
Infurmed  us,  Ihit  Ihere  woulil  be  thinj-five  milliiini  to 
btgin  with.  I  do  not  pretend  to  tay  tlwt  the  j^nllenun 
from  Tennetwe  will  tupport  lh«  meuure*  for  diitribu- 
tion  of  Ihe  lurplui  revenue.  If  he  doei,  lioweTcr,  one 
bet  i>  clEirly  ntibUihed— that  the  opinion*  he  hai  ex- 
preiied  of  the  effect  of  Ihe  tyttetn  of  defence  recom- 
mended by  the  ■dmlniitratlan  liad  better  be  expunged, 
Sreat  *■  tniy  be  the  abhorrence  of  loaie  gentlemen  for 
black  II n«. 

But,  Ur.  Chairman,  before  I  proceed  to  another  part 
of  the  gentleman'*  argument,  I  muit  not  omit  to  notice, 
in  connexion  with  it,  another  purpou  he  nude  it  aenre 
him.  Hiving,  at  he  luppoied,  ntabliihed  Ihe  fact  that 
the  Trcuury  wh  io  be  exh>u)ied,  and  the  ayatem  of 
bigh  taxatiim  eitabllihed,  he  turna  from  the  acene  with 
apparent  indignation,  and  uk>  the  quettlon,  <'  Who 
doei  not  lee  from  all  thit  that  we  are  to  bave  an  in- 
creased lariff  in  due  aeaaon,  and  that  the  managers  of 
the  party  are  preparinff  to  claim  tlie  support  of  the 
manufacturing  interestaF"  The  honorable  gentleman 
here  chirgea  upon  the  managera  an  intent  toeitabliih 
the  tariff',  and  thereby  secure  Ihe  aupport  of  the  tarilT 
|urly.  An  important  inquiry  then  arises,  to  settle  with 
certainty  who  are  the  manager*  of  the  parly?  For  in 
thia  allegation  the  member  from  Tenneawe  has  drawn 
a  diWinclion  between  tite  "  rank  and  file,"  a*  I  suppose 
him  to  mean)  and  the  "  few"  that  "  manage."  There 
It,  however  one  bright  side  in  ihii  charge)  it  stands  in 
bold  relief  againit  others  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber) which  I  iball  notice  before  I  take  my  seal.  It  has 
been  the  Taahion  of  many  genilemen  opposed  lithe  Presi- 
dent to  chsrge  him  with  abaolute  ■*  dictalion" — that  the 
party  could  not,  dared  not,  oppose  hit  views,  without 
Incurring  Ihe  settled  displeasure  of  Ihe  President,  and 
the  loa*  of  confidence  "  of  ihoae  who  bend  their  supple 
knee"  at  his  bidding.  The  gentleman  hai,  in  thia  pir- 
liculiT  instance,  given  tu  to  understand  that  there  were 
more  "managers"  than  one.  Now,  sir,  I  should  be 
pleased  to  kpow  if  he  includes  Ihe  President  among  the 
number  of  "  managers"  who  are  seeking  this  connexion 
with  Ihe  tsTiff  parly'  If  there  is  aueh  a  thing  a*  an  sd- 
tniniatratlon  party,  he  who  preside*  over  thai  adminia- 
tntion  aa  chief  executive  oflicer  mutt  be  consider- 
ed one  of  the  "managera  of  the  parly."  And  that 
bring*  us  directly  to  the  conMderailon  of  thia  moat  un- 
warrantable charge  against  the  President.  I  ask  the 
geatleman,  I  ask  any  and  every  candid  man,  whether  an 
old  or  new  enemy,  to  point  to  a  single  act  ofbia  admlnls- 
tralion  suslslDing  that  allegation.  Let  not  gentlemen 
answer  me  by  saying  that  the  President  waa  not  em- 
braced in  thia  charge.  1  hive  the  proof  at  hand,  recorded 
iit  the  same  speech,  that  puta  this  qiieilion  beyond  don  b  I. 
Hear  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee  speak  for 
himaeir.  "There  ia  atrong  reason,"  says  he,  "  to  be- 
lieve that  the  obligation)  of  pirty  are  held  ao  sacred, 
that  none  who  belong  to  the  majority  dare  do  any  thing 
which  the  Preaidenl  shall  forbid,  or  fail  in  the  support 
of  whatever  be  shall  recoinmend." 

fan  any  one  believe  that  that  gentleman,  entertaining 
thia  opinion  of  the  absolute  control,  dictation,  and  arbi- 
trary power  exercited  by  the  President  over  the  tna- 
jorliy,  due*  not  intend  to  convey  ihe  idea  that  Ihe 
President  b  maelf  conatitule*  one  of  the  managera  oflhal 
party?  Yea,  Ur.  Chairman,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  meaning  of  the  (rentteman,  he  *i*nds  and  mutt  con- 
tinue to  iland,  aa  nuking  a  charge  more  disreputable  10 
the  private  characler  of  thai  man,  more  derogatory  to  a 
large  majarlty  of  the  freemen  of  ihii  Union,  more  re- 

Eroaehful  to  the  honor  and  character  of  the  Prcaident  in 
i*  official  station,  thsn  I  have  ever  before  heard  from 
any  quarter.  Sir,  the  Prewdent  of  the  Uniied  Stales 
baa  been  compared  bj  liii  bitter  enemies,  in  the  days  of 


great  eseilement,  to  a  Nero,  a  Caligula,  a  umiper 
worse  thsn  Cromwell — a  lyrsnl,  trampling  under  foot, 
the  right*  of  ibe  widow  and  the  orphani  but  It  ws*  re< 
served  from  Ihe  honorable  member  frost  Tennessee  to 
attempt  to  prove  what  other*  had  only  the  temerity  to 
assert.  That  genileman  aays,  "There  i*  itrotig  reason 
to  believe  that  now,  if  the  majority  dare  do  any  thing  or 
fail  in  the  support  of  any  measure  whstever  that  the 
President  order*  on  Ibe  one  hand  nr  forblda  on  the 
other."  Sir,  can  there  be  a  characler  in  ibis  nation 
more  sbtoliitely  despicable  than  the  one  drawn  by  tha 
genileman  in  thia  brief  sentence? 

Sir,  as  one  of  the  parly  here  alluded  to,  and  so  much 
ealumnlated  by  this  charge  of  passive  lervillty  to  iha 
will  of  tlie  President,  it  would  be  but  juii  to  aay,  that 
he  who  is  prepared  to  avow  such  sentiment*  aa  theac. 


ible  charge  agilntt  the  majority,  which.  If 
true,  makea  them  more  aervile,  dishonored,  and  dJ*- 
graced,  thin  alavei;  but  it  is  abaolulely  stripping  the 
Preildenl  of  Ihe  hrlghleil  traiti  in  hit  character — pstriot- 
iim  and  love  of  the  institutions  of  hli  countn  aa  a  pub- 
lie  man,  and  honor,  nobleness,  generosity,  andaenKhility, 
ai  a  private  gentleman.  Can  any  man  rise  here  and 
mainlsin  that  if  those  allegations  are  true  sgainit  the 
President  and  Ihe  party,  of  absolute  dictation  on  the  one 
hand,  and  unqualined  lubmisaion  on  the  olher,  they  can 
have  any  regard,  lore,  or  venerslion,  for  the  inatitutiona 
of  the  country,  all  of  which  are  based  upon  principle* 
directly  Ihe  revene  of  those  that  alone  could  conduce  to 
•uch  act*  of  tyranny  and  tervllity*  No,  siri  if  I  have 
correctly  conceived  Ihe  meaning  of  the  honorable  gen> 
tiemin  by  the  remarks  1  hive  quoted,  no  longer.  In  his 
opinion,  can  the  President  or  Ihe  party  put  up  an; 
pretentions  to  patrioliMn,  virtue,  or  independence.  Sir, 
there  must  have  been  a  very  sudden  Ion  of  those  Inesti- 
mable quilltiei,  for  surely  such  waa  not  the  character  of 
the  Prealdrnt  or  Ihe  party  when  the  honorable  member 
wt*  him*elf  one  of  the  moat  contpicuous  and  faithful 
of  its  members.  A  few  siiort  days  snd  some  small  in> 
cidenit  frequently  produce  rspid  change*  in  Ihe  opin- 

}lr.  Chsirman,  I  have  heard  it  said  on  Ihia  door,  ift 
mistake  not,  during  the  present  session,  by  different 
gentlemen  on  different  occssions,  that  when  a  ihrust 
wai  made  at  Ihe  party,  thry  would  dodge  behind  the 
President,  to  ahield  ihemaelvea  from  the  castigation  thej 
deaervedi  and  the  moment  an  arm  was  raised  to  Inflict 
a  blow,  they  would  cry  out,  "  Do  not  strike,  you  will 
hurt  the  President."  The  greet  regard  heretofore  pro- 
fesaed  by  certain  gentlemen  for  Ihe  Preudent  ha*  pre- 
served hii  cliarscter  tiered,  but  I  think  the  honocabln 
member  from  Tennessee  cannot  be  charged  with  ttiying 
the  bluw  either  for  the  party  or  for  the  President.  It 
would  aeem  that  he  hu  hardly  alopped  to  inquire  tfho 
it  waa  that  he  had  struck,  or  waa  about  to  atrlket  but 
has,  in  Ibe  *pirit  of  a  reckleta  knight,  charged  upon  the 
President  and  the  party,  without  the  alighteit  diaciim- 
Inatlon  a*  to  persons  or  regard  for  weapona. 

The  honorable  gentleman,  in  the  conclualon  of  hie 
first  day's  speech,  gave  a  short  explanation  of  his  own 
course  hereiofore,  and  (he  courae  he  should  pursue 
hereafter.  On  resuming  his  srgumenu,  on  the  second 
day,  he  remarked:  "  Some  of  Ihote  with  whom  1  for- 
merly acted  in  ihia  House  may  not  Ihink  my  declaration 
upon  the  nature  of  my  present  relaliona  to  the  party  In 
power  tufflciently  ezpticil.  1  cm  hsve  no  poaiible 
motive  to  sssume  an  equivocal  position  before  the  com- 
mittee or  the  country.  On  ihe  contrary,  1  conaider  my 
honor  at  stake  in  taking  a  different  courae.  I  therefore 
repeal  that  I  thati  support  all  Iha  measure*  of  this  admin- 
iilration,  which  I  shall  find  to  be  io  accordance  wKb  ita 
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««rlj  «vowed  princtplei,  in  the  nme  nwnnfr  and  to  (he 
Mme  extent  1  hive  hitherto  donei  ■nd  I  ihall  oppo*e 
with  mf  influence  and  ibilit^,  whatever  they  nwr  be 
worth,  every  meuure,  orery  practice  an>1  moTenwnt  of 
the  parly,  which  can  be  (raced  to  the  poller  of  eleelinj; 
the  eieealive  ravorite  to  the  aueceMion."  And,  Mr. 
Chairman,  aa  if  the  langua^fe  uied  by  the  honorable 
pnllemaii  wai  tuo  atronK,  and  miftht  not  anawer  what 
It  plainly  means,  wit:  that  he  wilt  oppoae  every  meaaure 
of  the  adminlat ration,  he  placea  the  matter  beyond 
diHibi,  by  proceeding  to  aayi 

<'  If  the  declaration  that  i  hold  myaelf  the  tiipporter 
of  the  adminiit ration,  to  any  extezt,  ahall  appear  incon- 
■Ittent  with  my  vote*  upon  ao  many  party  quettloni 
which  ariae  in  ihi*  Houae  from  day  to  day,  I  can  only 
anawer,  that  it  la  not  my  bult  if  the  parly  action  of  thia 
Houae  ahall  almott  in  every  inatanee  have  a  direct  ref- 
erence not  to  tlie  aupport  of  General  Jackaon  ao  much 
■a  to  tha  election  of  ■  particular  candidate  to  the  preai- 
dency,"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  aeen  tome  manifeatoea, 
ft  few  proclamationa,  and  aome  declarationa  of  political 
creeds,  but  I  miiat  frankly  admit  that  1  haft  never  wen 
•o  labored  an  tftan  to  aay  two  thin^  at  the  lame  time. 
The  honorable  gentleman  leema  unwillinn  to  truit  him- 
aelf  in  ay'ing  what  hi*  eourae  will  be,  before  he  ruahea 
In  a  proviiii,  backed  by  an  eiamplet  and  the  plain 
Engliah  of  the  whole  ia,  that  he  believe*  every  move- 
ment of  the  party,  every  act  of  tcfpalation,  every  meaa- 
ure introduced  in  the  Houie,  haa  aome  connexion, 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  "  policy  or  motive  of 
electing  the  executive  favorite  to  tlie  aucceaaion,"  aa 
be  iapleued  tocallMr.  VanBurent  and  that,  therefore, 
iiccardinir  to  the  rule  he  haj  preacribed  for  hia  own 
eoiirae  of  action,  hia  claim  to  candor  would  not  have 
auflered  from  an  open  avowal  of  hia  determined  oppoai- 
tion  to  the  principlea  of  the  adminialraljon. 

Sir,  it  will  be  remembered  by  the  committee  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tenneiaee  made  a  labored 
eSbrI  to  eatabliah  the  exact  timilarity  in  principlea  of 
the  domina-t  party  of  the  preaent  diy  and  the  federal 
party  of  1798.  To  eatabliah  the  correctneaa  of  thia 
charge  againal  the  admlniatration  party,  he  inaiated  that, 
u  the  party  of  "SB  waa  for  a  large  atindlng  army  and 
nvn*,  ao  waa  the  adminialration  parly  at  thia  day.  The 
evidence  of  the  charge  waa  lo  be  (bund  in  the  ayatem  of 
defence  aa  recommended  by  the  Preiident,  and  for 
which  eatimatea  hid  been  furniihed  by  the  beacia  of  the 
Departmcnta.  I  mu»t  conFeu  I  had  much  difficulty  in 
Comprahending  either  the  facia  or  ihe  reaaonmg  of  the 
genUeiitan  that  could  hive  luthoriied  him  in  making  the 
charge  of  federal  principlea  on  the  party.  Neither  the 
Preaident,  nor  the  War  or  Navy  Depirimcntt,  nor  any 
friend  of  the  admlniilration  in  eiiher  branch  of  Con- 
greai^  baa  aubmitled  any  propoiition  fur  a  large  ilanding 
army  or  navy.  The  utmott  verge  of  all  their  plana 
wouhl  Marcely  organize  a  reapectible  peace  eatablish- 
menti  and  bow  the  member  coutdfeelhimiclf  authoriied 
to  aaaert  the  analogy  between  the  principlea  of  tbe  party 
now  aupportlng  Ihe  adminialration  and  the  federal  party 
of  '98,  ia  io  far  beyond  my  ken,  that  I  ahalt  yield  to  the 
gentleman  the  honor,  oflen  claimed  by  men  who  have 
gone  before  him,  of  diicovering  a  airict  analogy  in  Ihinga 
wholly  diaaimilar  in  every  principle.  Thia  analogy  ia 
diteovered  to  exii',  not  only  aa  relate*  to  the  aianding 
army  and  navy,  hut  the  honorable  gentleman  goea  fur- 
ther, and  deiecli  anoiber  federal  principle  in  the  dom- 
inant party  by  the  adoption  of  a  rule  of  thii  House, 
making  certain  appropriaiion  bill*  the  order  of  the  day 
fVom  and  after  a  particular  time,  over  all  other  buiineaal 
Tliii  rule  of  the  Houae  waa  recommended  it  an  early 
period  of  the  aeaaion  by  Ihe  Committee  on  Foreign 
AffainL  So  far  aa  the  committee  were  concerned,  they 
popoicd  a  nile  for  Uic .  order  of  buaiiieat  bere,  wbieh 


wu,  in  their  Judgment,  imperioualy  demanded,  from  our 
defenceleaa  condition  and  a  full  view  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tiona.  Now,  will  any  gentleman  pretend  to  aay  that, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  failure  of  the  appi«priatioii 
bill  of  the  laat  year,  vitli  the  wretched  atate  of  everj 
branch  at  our  public  defence!,  with  the  daily  proapctA 
of  a  colliaion  with  France,  it  waa  not  our  firat  duty  to 
take  up,  conaider,  and  para  Ihe  appropriation  bill*  ne- 
ceiaary  for  the  public  aenicef  Waa  it  Ihe  duty  of  thia 
Houae  to  have  acted  on  these  varioui  bitii,  or  to  let 
them  sleep  until  the  end  of  the  aesainnr  Whv,  air,  I 
venture  lo  affirm  that  there  never  wa*  ■  rule  more  im- 
periously demanded  by  the  public  intereat  than  the  one 
which  has  received  such  uncalled-for  and  unwarrantable 
censure  and  condemnation  from  ihe  honorable  gentle- 
man. The  gentleman  also  contended  that,  if  ihe  apirit 
of  the  reaolulion  regulating  the  order  of  buaineaa  of 
S6lh  January  waa  carried  out,  "it  would  reault  in  (he 
re-enactmentof  Ihe  sedition  Uwa of  1798."  Heaeyathat 
the  resolution  of  Ihe  Rouse  and  the  aedilion  law  can< 
lained  the  aame  principlei  the  object  of  each  waa  "lo 
aupprea  diacuaaion  and  to  prevent  attack*  upon  the 
party  in  power." 

Sir,  I  should  really  be  inclined,  from  ihls  broad  asaer- 
tion,  to  luppoae  that  the  honorable  member  could  not 
be  greatly  diiaatislied  with  the  principles  of  the  aedition 
lawi(  for,  if  he  should  have  succeeded  in  showing  the 
principlesoftheonetobe  identical  with  those  of  Ihe  other, 
I  think  the  journil  of  thir,  and  the  minutes  of  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  will  ihow  that,  ao  far  from  the 
rule  auppressing  discussion,  it  h«a  been  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended to  the  utmost  verge.  Why,  Mr,  the  gentleroan'a 
own  case  is  a  happy  and  triumphant  rerulalion  of  his  aa- 
aertlon.  I  ask  the  honorable  member  to  tell  the  nation 
how  long  be  diacuaaed  nne  prnpoaition  in  relation  to  one 
of  the  appropriation  bills.  Four  successive  dsys,  sir, 
did  he  enjoy  the  privilege  of  saying  any  and  every  thii^ 
he  chose  to  aay,  upon  any  and  every  topic  he  (bought 
proper  lo  diacuaa;  and  yet,  air,  "  Ihe  spirit  of  the  rule, 
if  carried  out  by  the  party  in  power,"  he  aaaerta,  would 
result  in  the  re-enactment  of  the  sedition  laws  of  I79SJ 
But  tbe  honorable  gentleman  cays  one  of  the  "  object* 
of  Ibe  rule  was  to  prevent  attacka  upon  the  party  in 
power."  The  rule,  sir,  haa  been  equally  unfortunate  in 
that  respect  I  and  if  tbe  honorable  gentleman  euuld  hatra 
allowed  himself  but  one  moment  of  reflection,  in  thi* 
very  assertion  wis  to  be  found  a  fact  directly  at  vari- 
ance with  Ihe  point  he  was  laboring  lo  eitibhsh.  What, 
air,  prevent  attacka  upon  the  party  in  power!  Wbat 
else  haa  the  minority  done  during  this  entire  aeaaionf 
Have  they  introduced  any  measure,  proposed  sny  pro- 
ject, for  legislative  action  or  inquiry,  but  with  the  view 
of  fulminitmg  denunciations,  unjust,  unwarrantable,  and 
auch  aa  were  never  before  wltnesaed  in  any  deliberativo 
body,  agiinsi  the  parly  ^  Andpny,  sir,  whoistbepsrty, 
and  who  ia  it  that  is  eternally  arrayed  against  that  party  f 
Why,  it  ia  the  indefinite  party,  composed  of  advocate* 
of  the  tariff,  internal  improvements,  the  bsnk,  the  nul- 
lifying party,  and,  above  all,  the  "no  parly"  party.  Each, 
with  principles  profwiedty  opposite,  irreconcilable  with 
each  other,  are  now  aeen  united  under  a  common  flag, 
waging  an  eternal  unrelenling  war  against  tbe  party. 
Why,  In  such  a  contest,  the  party,  from  the  fact  that 
their  prindplea  are  defined,  avowed,  open,  and  undi*- 
gulsed,  have  much  lo  fear.  Why,  air,  if  ■•  Ihe  party" 
make  a  bkiw  at  that  branch  of  the  indefinite  psriy  pro- 
fessing the  principles  of  the  American  ayitem,  yuu  are 
aniwered  by  gentlemen  profeating  the  doctrinea  uf  nut- 
liUcslion,  and  during  the  acuffle  that  ensues  betveeo 
them,  the  American  system  gentlemen  skulk  out  of  the 
contest,  take  their  position  on  some  commanding  emi- 
nence, and  there  snugly  remain  until  the  battle  ia  over, 
whentbey  return  to  tbeirfriend^  the  nuUiScr^aod  ofler 
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them  their  tinilM^  ud  look  «o  pitewuly  canceraed, 
ttwt  the  bold  nullifier  un  but  feel  hii  utterdiagait.  Jiut 
■o  witb  the  remaining  ptrtiei;  tbe  one,  rcBudlen  of  oon- 
MqBencei,raAe«  (o  tbe  fight,  but  are  no  *ooner  engaged 
Hun  their  tQm  lake  t  dinance,  which  !■  well  obterred, 
DOtil  du^r  MMM  off,  when  th^  in  turn  (pproaeh  the 
battle-grouM,  a  fierce  and  brare  llltle  band,  whoae  ihmIib 
H  ia  to  riiaro  all  the  bo»ort,  wilbout  incarring  any  of  the 
danger*  of  »ar.  Sh-,  I  hm  been  oooipelled  to  Ihia  re- 
view of  the  ttat«  of  the  oppoaition,  («hoIcaU  the  indefl- 
Mite  party,  in  conlradiitinction  to  "the  parly,")  from 
the  language  of  the  honorable  member  from  Tenneiate. 
"  I  believe  (laya  he)  there  are  many  Individuala  who  do 
not  accord  with  the  preaenl  eourae  of  tlie  party  to  which 
the}' belonff  upon  many  queitlcni,  who  eannot  long  abide 
(bear  party  eonnexionag  and,iir,  if  I  ponened  the  power 
of  asorciamupon  thi*  occaiion,  I  would  bid  them  inMant- 
Ij  eoDM  oat  from  among  their  uncongenial  elementi  and 
Miitrialtti.  with  which  they  are  at  pr«aent  united."  Now, 
■ir,  1  aik  tbe  honorable  member  which  ving  of  thii  op- 
po^tion  would  he  hare  ui  join?  Ia  it  his  party  F  If  to, 
I  hiTe  never  yet  he«rd  an  iTowal  of  their  creed.  I  do 
not  Icnow  tbe  princlplea  they  profcu.  All  that  I  do 
know  i^  that  they  are  oppOMd  to  the  adminiilratlon.  I 
mult  therefore  take  hia  recommendation  on  truit,  or  re- 
fuae  tbe  politenen  of  hii  offer.  Am  I  to  Join  the  nulli- 
Bcatlon  party?  They  do  not  want  iti  they  do  not  wiih 
to  divide  the  glory  of  the  enterpriiet  there  will  not  be 
more  honor  in  the  end  than  will  meet  the  demanda  of  the 
preaent  memberi  of  that  party.  But,  again:  they  have 
othera  that  would  receive  a  preference.  Under  no  eir- 
eumitaneei,  therefore,  would  the  diuatirfed  of  the  domi- 
nant parly  receive  quartera  in  their  camp.  Shall  we 
join  the  American  ayaiem  party,  and  thereby  keep  com- 
pany with  tbe  balance  of  the  family  of  the  oppMilionF 
Why,  itr,  that  ii  impoiublei  our  early  habit*,  our  delib- 
eraie  judsmenl  of  the  beat  intereati  of  (he  country,  our 
own  interrit,  founded  upon  jutlice,  conatnin  ua  to  re- 
fine a  connexloB  with  thia  portion  of  the  oppoaition — 
lelflih,  cold,  and  oalcuUting,  in  every  movement,  we 
ihould  expect  to  be  reduced  lo  absolute  want  and  beg- 
gary in  a  very  short  lime  in  (heir  company. 

Now,  air,  hivingahown  the  objectiont  to  joining  any  of 
the  different  portion*  of  the  oppoiKion,  but  one  of  two 
things  arem*  (d  me  proper  for  tueh  aa  may  not  be  en- 
tirely aatiafitd  with  every  measure  of  (he  adminia( ration: 
to  lop  ofTandconatituiea  fourth  division  of  the  oppo«i- 
tion  upon  Rome  particular  political  tenet,  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  obtervmiion,  is  no  Kioner  settled  than  prompt- 
ly deterled,  or  atay  where  we  arei  instead  of  opposing 
every  measure,  nghl  or  wrong,  to  give  a  cordial  support 
to  auch  measure*  ai  we  believe  are  right,  and  a  manly, 
independent,  and  firm  opporition  to  those  we  believe  lo 
be  wrong.     For  one,  I  shall  on  all  and  every  occaaion 

Sretny  support  or  opposition  to  each  pirlicularmeasure 
at  may  come  before  me,  aa  I  believe  conducive  to  the 
public  good;  and  (hough  i(  Is  of  no  conaequence,  oithrr 
to  (he  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  or  any  one 
else,  yet  I  do  not  beaitsle  in  saying,  whenever  (his  Gov- 
ernment shall  be  administered  upon  other  than  the  car- 
dinil  principles  of  the  present  adminiiiraiion,  aa  1  under- 
stand them,  and  firmly  believe  them  to  be,  1  shall  be 
found  among  those  who  will  have  firmness  enough  to 
take  a  stand  a|;ainat  (hat  administration.  But,  sir,  in  iuch 
a  poaition,  1  will  not  hold  conipiunion  with  a  party  or  (he 
hagount  of  a  party  whose  principles  are  equst1]|  or 
more  objectionable  than  the  principles  of  (be  adminia- 
(ration  to  which  I  may  be  opposed.  Sir,  there  li  a  glory 
in  political  consistency  that  far  aurpasset  the  fleetir>g 
honort  that  are  conferred  or  withdrawn,  according  to 
popular  whim.  Perhsps  it  ii  (o  (hat  alone  a  political 
man  should  look  to  oompenaate  him  in  the  hour  of  de- 
Mrtion.    The  hiitorjr  of  our  own  country  and  our  own 


all  that  the  man  of  thia  day  it  mitk  In  ob- 
livion lo-nwrrow)  and  surety  bif  greatest  aolaes  in  such 
an  extremily  is,  that.  In  aH  be  haa  done,  hia  eonseienee 
approve*  (be  motive,  and  his  judgOMnt  aAma  hia  con- 
It  ia  we^  remembered,  Mr.  CbalmMft,  that  tbe  hooor- 
able  jfentleman  [Hr.  BbleT  let  no  ailment  eaoape  him 
that,m  hiajadgment,  wouUexcMe,  authoriie,  or  jusAfy, 
the  attack  which  be  made  on  the  Mhninlstratkini  and 
henoe  the  extraordinary  poaition  be  a**umed  before  tfae 
committee,  "  that  Preiident-makii^'  shoold  become  a 
regular  part  of  (he  legialstive  proceedings  of  (be  House. 
To  avoid  doing  any  injustice  to  the  argument  of  (he  gen- 
tleman, I  will  give  hia  own  words:  "If  any  one  shaH  ob- 
ject (saya  the  gentleman)  to  thia  discussion  beeauae  it 
aavora  of  President-makingi  if  any  gentleman  shall  be 
deluded  by  the  opinion  tbat  topic*  directly  connected 
with  ((te  politiet  of  the  day  should  be  excluded  from  Ibis 
hall,  I  ask  him  to  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  tbe  fact, 
that  no  subject  at  this  day,  of  importance,  does  or  esn 
arise  in  Congre**  which  is  nol-sustained  or  opposed,  and 
finally  decided,  upon  principle*  and  motivea  which  enter 
directly  and  deeply  into  (be  prendential  eanvasa,  and 
ultimately  decide  the  isaue."  Now,  air,  here  ia  a  charge, 
coupled  with  a  oonfeaaion,  in  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber nas  certainly  pUoed  tbe  opposition  in  a  position  be. 
fore  the  country  which  I  could  aoarcely  have  supposed 
one  so  elevated,  disin (crested,  and  patriotic  in  hia  coarse 
a*  that  honorable  member,  could  have  conaented  to  oc- 
cupy. What  ia  that  conFeaaion,  air,  and  what  ia  tbe  posi- 
lion  the  member*  of  this  House  must  occupy  before 
(heir  constituent*,  if  the  gentleman  is  correct?  He  tells 
yon  tbat  no  aubjret  of  imporiance  doea  or  can  ar^se,  in 
CongreN,  which  is  not  sustained  or  opposed,  and  finally 
deoided,upon  principles  and  motivea  which  enter  direct- 
ly and  deeply  into  the  prcMdentisl  canvaia,  and  ultimate- 
ly decide  the  issne.  Sir,  if  (his  be  true,  tbe  gentleman 
mult  e*(iblish  that  "  Preaidenl-making"  is  a  part  of  oar 
regular  legialstive  duties  under  the  constitution,  sanc- 
tioned and  approved  by  the  constitution,  which  1  under- 
Iske  to  say  no  man  can  seriously,  in  a  moment  of  coot 
deliberation,  believe)  or,  otherwise,  be  h>*  branded 
every  member  of  this  House  wiih  a  violation  of  bis  oath. 
.  What,  air,  hat  it  come  to  thia:  that  every  measure  is  op- 
posed and  advocated  with  the  direct  view  of  advancing 
the  pretemiona  of  *ome  favorite  to  the  chief  magialracy  r 
air,  the  gentleman  who  can  fee)  Ifai*  charge  to  be  tru« 
may  well  exclaim  that  (hi*  is  a  corrupt  and  degrncnto 
age)  he  may  well  cry  out  (hat  there  is  corruption  in  the 
land)  he  may  well  denounce  men  and  measure*)  he  may 
see  and  feet  dangers  that  are  unseen  and  unfelt  by  those 
who  are  influenced  by  no  such  improper  motives.  I 
would  beg  the  honorable  gentleman,  for  the  honor  of  sll, 
for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  not  to  inflict*  mortal  wound, 
by  one  thrust,  upon  tbe  standing  of  your  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government)  not  to  prefer  a  charge 
against  all  (he  members  of  this  House,  and  plead  guilty 
to  that  charge  in  (heir  names.  If  (be  opinion  is  enter- 
tained by  (he  gentleman,  eidier  uto  (he  character  of  our 
legislation,  or  the  motive*  that  influence  membera,  I 
ihink  our  eon*ti(uents  should  begin  to  inquire  into  our 
duties,  OS  defined  by  the  conatitudoni  they  should  deter- 
mine whether  thi*  or  tbe  other,  or  both  branchea  of 
Congress  combined,  are  required  lo  make  taw*  for  their 
benefit,  or  to  make  a  PreMdent  to  rule  them. 

I  can  but  asy,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  1  believe  it  ia  no  part 
of  our  legitimate  duty  to  "  suttiin  or  oppose,  and  finally 
decide,  any  queation  upon  principlea  and  motivea  which 
enter  directly  and  deeply  into  the  presidential  canvaat." 
And  here,  sir,  whilst  I  deny  (he  principle*  and  moiivei 
charged  by  the  gendemtn  from  Tenneaaee  a*  regula(ing 
my  condue(,  it  ■■  but  fair  to  hold  him  to  a  conf^aaian 
tbat  bebaithnt  voluntarily  made.  And  tbe  bono»ble|gen- 
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lieinan  having  nude  a  eonfeiniHi  of  Ihii  portion  of  bU 
bith,  I  •ball  b«  plmed  to  know  if  it  wii  conndend 
on«  of  tbe  '■□rif;in*1  J*ckion  principle*)"  and  if  bo, 
wbcther  tliii  principle  of  levitating  on  the  nibject 
uf  ''Pmident-niakin;"  wai  known  lo  an  honorable 
Senator  fran  TenncMee,  [H.  L.  White,}  when  be 
oppoeed  Oeneiml  Jackion'i  election  to  the  Senate  of  tbe 
OniledStateiifor  fear  that  "it  would  be  belieTed  that 
he  wa*  placed  in  Wadiington  to  electioneer  for  the 
preiidencyf"  But  to  proceed  in  the  honotvble  g^ntk- 
man'i  own  linj^uage;  "  It  hii  of  late  beoonn  more  im- 
portant than  at  uij  former  period  in  the  hiitory  of  the 
GuTerniBcnt,  thatthiaiuhjectofPrerident-makingihould 
be  taken  up  teriouslir,  and  inade  k  part  of  the  regular 
buflneM  ofCongreM." 

8ir,  it  (triku  me  that  the  proprtelr  of  the  conrw  now 
recommended  by  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  the  princi- 
ple* he  now  leeki  to  eatablith  *i  a  part  of  the  creed  of 
tho  oppoaiiion,  were  not  lo  well  understood  in  the  6rtt 
dayi  of  thii  adminiitntion,  or  during  the  line  the  Chief 
Migiilrale  wai  fint  a  candidalei  othelwiu  a  diitin- 
guithed  genileman  from  Tennenee  [Hon.  H.  L.  White] 
waa  not  so  forlunite  a*  to  he  fillip  initiated  into  the  doc- 
trines of  thii  party,  or  has  furnished  tbe  world  very  eon- 
cluitTe  eridence  that  he  was  not  at  that  period  a  Jackson 
roan.  After  adverting  tooneother  renwrkoftbe  gentle- 
man froBi  Tenncaec  that  struck  me  at  the  time  with  some 
surprise,  I  shall  proceed  to  notice  sorne  of  the  opinion*  of 
he  Hon.  H.  L.  White,  which  1  shall  do  in  a  manner  per- 
faetlr  respectful  to  bim,  and  which  I  would  not  do  at  all 
but  for  the  reipecl  I  hare  for  the  examples  of  hi*  friends 
upon  this  floor  in  examining  the  opinions  of  one  other  in- 
dividual, [Mr.  'VanBuren,]«bo,  like  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  TenneB<ee,[Ur,  White,]  is  now  before  tbe  peo- 
ple of  the  Union  for  the  first  ofRce  within  their  f;ift.  And, 
air,  there  Usnotber  reason;  during  all  tbe  denunciations  ' 
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hare  heard  none  of  them  censure  either  of  the  candi- 
dates for  President,  except  Mr.  Van  Buren,  atlhouf[h  I 
shouid  hcTS  supposed  some  of  the  other*  entertained 
principles  far  more  objectioDible  than  any  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren's  eould  possibly  be. 

The  gentlemin  from  Ten nenee  adverted  to  the  Presi- 
dent'* late  special  mesiaKe  upon  French  affairsi  and 
■uch  wss  the  deep  impression  left  upon  tbe  mind  of  the 
gentleman  of  tbe  danger,  wcaknes<,  and  inconsistency,  of 
that  document,  that  be  could  not  omit  to  point  it  out- 
After  contrssling  two  sentence*  contained  in  that  docu- 
ment, (he  honorable  gentleman  By*:  "  I  regard  it  as 
therefore  entirely  proper  to  point  out  any  inconititency 
which  msy  impair  the  eSrct  of  it."  I  do  not,  sir,  com. 
plain  of  lhi*i  on  the  contrary,  I  acknowledge  the  right 
of  genlleneti  to  examine  for  themielres  every  doeumtnt 
of  a  public  character,  from  the  President  or  any  one 
etae.  It  is  all  proper  in  ilselfi  but  whether  the  gentle- 
man has  really  impaired  tha  effect  of  that  instrument,  by 
h»  reriew,  i*  *  very  different  question-  The  object  of 
the  examination  was  Id  ihow  inconnsteney,  that  a  short 
communication  from  the  PreMent  contained  oonflicting 
principles. 

Sir,  since  the  honorable  gentleman  ha*  aitamed  the 
office  uf  reviewing  the  document*  and  communication*  of 
tbe  Prendent,  with  a  view  to  point  outany  inconiislency 
that  may  impair  their  effect,  I  must  be  permitted  to  invite 
hi*  attention  lo  part*  of  two  lettera  containing  important 
maltera  from  in  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and 
who  ia  now  before  the  people  as  a  oandidite  for  the 
office  of  Presidenii  (I  mean  the  honorable  H.  L. 
White.)  I  should  suppose  the  honorable  member  could 
not  object  to  thist  he  would  doubtless  feel  the  obliga- 
tion a*  irreat  to  point  out  inconiistenclet  <n  reference  to 
Judge  White  •*  be  has  in  relation  to  General  Jackaon. 
Sir,  I  (end  t«  tbe  Clerk  ao  extnet  of  ft  letter  fi«n  tbe 


honorable  Hugh  L.  White  to  Pryor  Lea,  Esq.,  dated 
July  14tli,  1637,  and  ask  tbe  reading  of  the  suae. 
Read,  as  follows  i 

"Doctor  Wialt  had  been  repreeenled,  by  Ihoae  in 
whom  I  thought  T  could  confide,  M  the  friend  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  not  as  the  friend  of  General  Jackaoni  and  Mr. 
Milter,  as  in  truth  wishing  lo  use  the  name  of  OenentI 
Jackson  only  for  tbe  purpose  of  securing  tbe  election 
of  Mr.  AdstM,  by  dividing  the  Western  vote. 

"  Whether  these  representations  were  true  or  hkt, 
**  it  related  to  Doctor  Wiati  and  Mr.  Miller,  te  not  mw 
in  tlw  least  material.  They  were  undoubtedly  nadi^ 
and  by  those  in  whom  I  thought  I  could  confide,  and  iK 
whom  I  did  confide  si  that  time,  and  honestly  beHering 
that  no  one  of  the  four  waa  the  friend  of  Jaekson**  etev- 
tion.  So  far  aa  he  wa*  concerned,  I  held  it  perfectly 
immaterial  which  of  tbem  succeeded,  aa  against  thi 
others.  But  it  is  further  stated  tbst  1  Mpporled  Col- 
onel WillUms  for  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  State*  mainat 
Qeneral  Jackson  himself,  and  went  so  ftr  as  to  call  Oei»> 
etal  Jsokson  ••  an  ungiatelbl,  black-hcaried  sooundral." 
There  i*  in  thit  eh*rge  a  mistake.  I  supported  Colonel 
Wliriams,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Miller,  by  ill  fair  means  !■ 
my  poweri  and  when  there  was  an  attempt  to  run  Jack, 
son  himself  at  a  candidate,  in  oppoMtion  to  William*,  I 
used  my  utmost  exertion  to  prevent  his  name  from  be- 
ing tMed  a«  ft  candidate.  It  appeared  to  me,  tbst  on* 
*lrong  ground  on  which  General  Jaekton  wa*  suppoited 
for  the  presidency  in  other  States  was,  that  he  was  at 
home,  attending  to  his  private  buwness,  tlot  using  any 
meana  to  secure  hia  election  a*  Presidentt  and  I  candidly 
believed  that  if  tbe  Legislature  eieoted  him  to  the  Sen- 
ate, it  would  be  believed  in  those  Stalea  that  he  wa* 
placed  in  Waahington  to  electioner  for  the  prendency, 
M  well  a*  the  other  cindidatea,  and  that  such  an  tmpre*. 
*ion  would  do  him  more  Injury  tbftn  the  e1e<nion  of  Cot 
onel  William*,  bis  enemy." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  advert  lo  this  letter  for  tbe  purpose 
of  showing  tbit  Judge  White,  in  bii  present  poMtion 
before  the  people  of^the  United  State*,  ha*,  like  many 
other  great  men,  Tived  long  enougb  by  practice  lo  eon- 
tndict  the  maxim*  of  early  llfei  and  I  will  now  here  re- 
peat, what  I  have  often  said  in  private  and  in  public,  that 
I  will  not  aim  one  blow  at  Judge  White  only  In  aelf-de* 
fence.  For  his  private  and  public  life,  Qf  I  m*y  be  al- 
lowed to  use  the  Unguage  of  hi*  friend,  the  member 
from  Tenneaaee,  when  spcsking  of  the  Prcrident  and 
hti  administration,)  "  up  to  a  late  period,  [  entertained 
the  mmt  profound  reapect:"  a  regard,  rir,  based  npon 
the  conviction  that  be  w«*  a  plain,  unassuming,  unsni- 
bltiona  man,  content  to  fill  that  station  where  hii  service! 
could  be  best  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the  great 
Interest  of  the  country-  That  1  can,  however,  reconcila 
his  present  position  with  what  I  supposed  to  be  his  early 
political  notions,  would  be  in  unworthy  afTectation,  and 
a  concealment  of  fealingi  incompatible  with  a  sense  of 
duly.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  honorablo  jren. 
tleman  admitted  that  he  had  "spoken  with  great  free- 
dom of  the  course  of  the  party  in  power,"  uid  thai  h* 
had  not  "  spared  hi*  censure  when  he  thought  it  wee 
deserved,"  and  that  •■  be  abould  continue  to  cxereise  that 
privilege,"  Ice. 

It  was  perhaps  nnnecesaary  for  the  honoivble  geiilt» 
man  lo  have  given  this  notice,  for  I  believe  none  that 
heard  him  doubted,  for  i  moment,  that  he  had  enjoyed 
a  very  great  latitude,  and  viaqnita  onereiless  in  bis  c«*- 
ligation,  considering  be  had  "been,  until  a  late  period," 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  very  party  he  wa* 
denouncing.  Othera  there  vere,  so  curious  *s  to  ei- 
press  some  wish  to  know  the  euet  point  of  time  when 
tbe  dominant  party  felt  from  gnee,  and  where  tha 
honorable  member  from  TenaeiMe  [Mr-  Bsn]  then 
wa*.     Om  thing  must  be  eonoeded  on  «U  hand*.    Fron 
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th«  number  of  crime*  ehti^td  by  the  Kentlcimn  rroni 
TennnMB  on  the  pirty,  he  mull  b*re  been  will)  tliem 
•  ptrl  of  Ihe  time,  and  ihould  ihare'i  part  of  Ihe  cen- 
ture,  or  cl>e  hi*  leave  of  ihe  party  vaa  •  very  aad  ca- 
lanitj'  far  the  country,  ai  their  degeneracy  and  rapid  fall 
baa  no  parallel. 

But,  air,  to  return  to  the  principle!  aaierted  in  thia 
letter.  In  the  firat  part  ia  clearly  to  be  j(Kthered  Judge 
While'a  unwilliiigrneu  that  llie  party  Then  wpporling 
General  Jackion  ah'iuld  be  diTided,  for  he  dittinctly 
charpa  Mr.  Miller  with  uaing  the  name  of  General  Jack- 
aon  only  for  the  purpoae  of  ■ecurinff  the  election  of  Mr. 
Adanu,  by  dividing  Ihe  Weatern  vole.  Well,  iben,  if  it 
wa*  wron|{  in  principle  to  divide  the  Weatern  vole  at 
(hat  diy,  to  elect  ■  particular  individual,  would  the 
•ama thing  that  waa-wrong  then  be  riRht  now?  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  if  it  waa  wrong  at  tliat  time  lo  divide 
Ihe  Jackson  party,  and  ihrreby  deatroy  their  influence 
in  the  election  for  a  Preildent,  it  eertainly  would  be 
wrong,  if  there  waiany  principle  in  the  poaition  ainimed, 
lo  divide  the  tame  parly  now  in  electing  ■  Preudent) 
«T  will  it  be  contended,  ihal  ao  loon  ai  Qeneral  Jackaon'a 
Mine  ia  out  of  the  qucalion,  when  he  ia  no  more  before 
tbe  people,  the  party  that  aupponed  him,  known  aa 
veil  br  Ihe  name  of  the  Jaekun,  the  admlniattition,  the 
republican,  and  the  party,  ia  dead,  and  lhai  therefore  tbe 
potilioo  Judge  While  now  occupiea  la  not  calculated  lo 
divide  Ihe  party^  To  my  mind  it  ia  clear  thai  Judge 
White  at  thkt  time  believed  it  wrong  that,  in  the  Hpare- 
tion  of  the  people  of  theae  Slalea  by  pariiea  founded  up- 
on principle,  there  abould  be  a  diviiion  of  atrengih  be- 
tween merobera  of  ihe  aame  partyi  and  that  thia  opinion 
Wal  correct  it  ilrikea  me  all  mual  agree,  ao  long  aa  they 
profeaa  to  act  upon  principle.  When  it  il  men  only, 
and  not  meaturea  ol  public  policy,  then  every  man  can 
and  ahould  indulge  hia  peraonal  preference.  How  Judge 
White  auataini  the  doctrine  he  then  entertained,  let  liii 

C-eaent  poaition  apeak.  But,  air,  Ihe  balance  of  Ihii 
Iter,  in  regard  to  hiacouraeto  General  J*ck(on,  ia  full 
of  tnatruotion  and  bitter  reproof.  Hear  with  what  deli- 
cate tentibility  he  waa  ditpnacd  lo  guard  ilie  honur  oF 
General  Jackion.  Judge  While  uyi  he  aupporied  Col- 
onel Williama  againat  Mr.  Milter,  and  "when  there  waa 
■n  attempt  tn  run  Jackaon  himnelf  aj  a  candidate,  in  op- 
position to  Williama,  he  uaed  hia  utmoit  exertion  to  pre- 
vent hli  name  from  being  uaed."  Again,  Ihe  Judge 
■ayf,  "  it  appeared  to  him  thai  Gener«l  Jackaon  wni 
aupported  for  the  preaidrncy  because  he  waa  at  home, 
attending  lo  hia  private  buainru,  not  uaing  any  meant  to 
•ecurchia  election  ai  Pretldentt"  and  the  Judge  further 
•aya  that,  "if  General  Jackion  had  been  placed  in 
Waahington,  the  impreaaion  would  have  been  that  it 
WH  to  electioneer,  and  ihat  auch  an  impreaiion  would 
have  done  more  injury  than  to  elect  Colonel  Willianu^ 
hit  enemy." 

Now,  air,  T  am  quite  callaHed  Ihal  Judge  White,  on 
thli  occaiion,  rea«aned  in  a  manner  peculiar  lo  hlmarlft 
and  he  wit  lo  nppoaed  lo  Ihe  ilighleit  auapieion  reating 
on  General  Jackaon,  that  he  would  cnnaent  to  elect  hia 
enemy  overhim,  aa  •  leaaer  evil  I  admire  thoaedeli- 
ealerelationaof  private  friendahlp — I  admire  the  sagacity 
of  Ihe  friend  whoae  diKerning  eye  can  belter  aee  and 
unileratand  iny  intereat  than  I  can  mraelfi  but  I  am  nut 
prepared  lo  aay  that  I  could  reliah  ao  well  that  apeclea 
of  frienilahip  that  would  prefer  the  elevation  of  my 
enemy,  for  Tear  lhat,  in  the  event  of  my  aucceaa,  my 
molivea  might  be  quealioned.  But  taking  the  Judge'a 
rule  aa  correct,  lhat  ■  man  ahould  not  be  in  the  Senate 
of  IheUnited  States,  for  fear  lhat  he  might  beauapected 
of  elroiioneering,  and  how  doea  he  ataod'  Why,  we 
all  know  very  well.  The  Judge  is  in  the  Senate,  yet 
be  had  fuch  scruples  about  General  Jackaon,  ibal  he 
Mppoaed    iv  raigbt  injtire  bia  election  in  aom«  of  the 


Siatea!  Sir,  I  etut  come  lo  but  nne  of  two  concluaioiu 
in  relation  lo  iliii  letter:  either  lhat  Judge  White  regard- 
ed the  Interest  ol  General  Jackaon  better  than  hia  own, 
and  could  Irual  himself  lo  lemptaiion  sooner  than  Gen- 
eral  Jackaon,  or  otherwise  he  Btandsconvicted  of  preach- 
ing one  creed  and  pntctising  another.  Sir,  I  forbear 
fuKher  comment  upon  ibii  extract.  I  have  given  it  en- 
tire, so  br  as  relates  lo  that  nutter,  that  all  may  baro 
equal  means  with  myself  in  formmg  concluiiona.  I 
frankly  confess,  if  Judge  White  meant  any  Hiing  by  that 
leller,  I  cannot  reconcile  hia  courae  to  iL 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  another  extract  of  ■  letter  of 
Judge  White'a,  wrlttrn  lo  John  Rost,  a  Cherokee  chie^ 
dated  S6lh  April,  1S24,  which  I  will  tend  to  the  Clerk 
to  be  read.     The  extract  waa  read,  aa  fullowti 

"  To  collect  a  lax  from  merchants,  lo  compel  them 
to  pay  a  amall  portion  of  their  proSti,  at  slated  penoda, 
for  the  support  of  Ihe  GoverniDent,  where  they  transact 
their  business,  haa  been  a  very  common  mode  of  colliet- 
ing  revenue!  and  no  State  haa  been  charged  wilhatlempl< 
ing  lo  regulate  commerce  where  they  have  ezercised 
auch  power. 

■■Why,  then,  should  Ihe  Cherokeea  be  denied  Iha 
power,  beciuae,  by  possibility,  they  might  abuae  it,  and 
undcrlake  lo  regoUte  iradeF  1  have  believed,  and  still 
do,  thit,  under  the  treaties,  Ihe  Cherokeea  muit  be  con- 
sidered a  naUon,  possessing  tike  powen  with  other  nt- 
tiu'na,  except  ao  far  as  they  have  surrendered  their  in- 
dependence to  the  United  Stalea.  Thatthey  have  made 
aurrendera  of  power  in  many  important  particulars,  but 
that  they  have  not  aurrendered  Ihe  power  of  making 
municipal  regulations  for  their  own  internal  governmenli 
Itiat  among  the  powera  they  still  rclaiu  is  that  of  im- 
posing andcollecling  lasea. 

"  I  regret  exceedingly  Ihal  to  you  I  have  ever  given 
any  opinion  upon  a  aubject  Ihal  intereata  your  nation. 
Hid  I  known  the  purpuie  far  which  it  wu  Herired,  I 
should  have  been  silent)  but,  hsving  given  such  an  one 
as  I  hnneslly  entertained,  I  can  never  express  any  other 
unlit  convinced  of  my  ermr." 

In  order  Ihal  the  opinion  of  Judge  While  may  be  fully 
undentood  at  Ihe  dale  of  thia  leller,  t  will  make  •  atale- 
ment  of  facta,  aa  related  to  me,  and  which  f  auppoae  true. 
Mr.  John  Ross  oaa  then,  aa  he  ia  now,  oneof  Ihe  leading 
chiefa  of  Ihe  Cherokee  Indians,  reBrding  within  Ihe 
chartered  limila  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  a  part  of  the 
sume  nation,  extending  into  the  Slalea  ofTennesaecand 
North  Carolina)  Mr.  Rnas,  himaelf,  residing  within  iha 
limila  of  Georgia,  aa  I  have  always  understood.  He  ad- 
dressed Judge  White,  who  had  great  reputation  a*  • 
jurist  in  Ihe  section  where  he  reudcd,  for  bia  opinion 
with  rp^rd  to  Ihe  power  llie  Cherokees  had  lo  pass 
and  enlorce  lawa  for  their  independent  government, 
and  especially  to  obtain  hia  opinion  on  tlie  power  of 
said  nation  lo  collect  laxea,  bo.  In  anawer  lo  Ihe  point! 
preaenled  by  Mr.  Ruaa,  the  leller  from  wlilcb  iheabnve 
iaan  extract  wai  whiten  by  Judge  Whitei  and  upon 
ihe  authority  of  thai  letter,  as  I  have  been  informed,  and 
which  opinion  ia  aulhorited  by  Ihe  letter  itaetf,  the 
Cherokeea  did  proceed  to  organize  an  indrpendeni  Gov- 
ernment within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  claiming  fur  thai 
Government  exclusive  juriadiction,  criminal  and  civil, 
overall  thai  portion  of  Qcorgia  known  aa  the  Cherokee 
nation.  Whether  the  opinion  thus  delivered  was  intend- 
ed by  Judge  Willie  to  influence  Ihe  Indiana  in  the  course 
Ihey  adopted  ia  not  importanli  nor  do  I  believe,  or  pre- 
Itnd  to  charge  upon  him,  a  motive  to  inspire  ihose  In- 
diana with  the  enjoyment  of  political  rights  incompatible 
with  the  ri|:hta  of  Georgia,  under  Ihe  constitution.  But, 
sir,  Ihal  Ihe  opinion  expressed  in  lliis  letter  is  wrong, 
lhat  it  has  been  Ihe  cause  uf  great  trouble,  inconvenience, 
and  perplexity,  to  the  authuritiea  of  Georgia,  every  per- 
son acquainted  wilhthecircumslanGcawillreadily  admit 
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Sir,  let  it  notbeuidlh>tlheopinionhereezpretK<],"I 
h**c  b«]leved,  &nd  glill  da,  that,  under  thr  trCBticB,  (he 
Cherokee*  mu<t  be  considered  >  nation,  poueuing  tike 
pnveri  with  other  nitloni,  except  to  Tar  u  they  have 
•urrcndered  their  independence  Id  the  United  Slalpst" 
1  »y,  let  it  not  be  aaid  that  JudRe  White  had  no  refer- 
ence  lo  the  auihoritiei  of  the  reapeclive  Statei  in  which 
the  Indlins  then  retided.  Il  m  inipouible  that  he  coidd 
■vail  himirtrorihia  position.  He  Wat  (peaking'  ufand  to 
the  Cherokee  Indiani  ai  ihey  were,  an  I  preciicly  where 
they  were  at  tliat  time.  He  ipuhe  of  the  powera  they 
then  hadi  and  the  doctrine  conlalned  in  hia  letlerii,  that 
tliey  were  indrpendenl,  or,  in  his  own  tanj^uage,  "  A 
nation  possessing  like  powers  witti  other  nations,  except 
ail  fur  u  they  hare  aurrendered  their  independence  ID 
the  United  States."  The  opinion  here  expressed  with 
the  utmost  precision,  as  1  conuder  it,  is  that  the  Chero- 
kee Indians  residing  within  the  Umlls  of  the  Stales  of 
Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  North  Carolina,  tte  a  nstion 
postetiing  all  tlie  powers  of  the  moit  perfect  sovereign- 
ties, except  the  powera  surrendered  lo  the  Federal  Gov- 
emmenli  and  among  the  powers  surrendered  is  not  ibe 
power  of  taxation.  There  is  no  aulboriCy  [ecognited 
in  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  over  the  rrspective  por. 
tions  of  those  Indiani  thai  reiide  within  their  limits.  But 
they  >re  asserted  to  be  independent  of  tliem,  unleis, 
fbraoolh,  by  acme  treaty  stipulation  with  the  General 
GoTcrnmeiit,  Ihe  rigbt  of  the  State*  is  recognised. 

Sir,  1  undertake  to  maintain  that  there  wai  no 
authoriiy  in  the  treaty -making  power  of  the  Federal 
Governmenl  to  diveat  Georgia  orihe  right  of  controlling, 
in  her  own  way,  the  inhabiianii  within  her  limits,  and 
making  tbem  subject  to  her  own  laia,  criminal  as  welt 
ai  civil.  The  soil  ofOeoi^la  waa  derived  from  a  roysl 
chirter,  before  Ihe  Revolution,  recognised  under  the 
confederation,  and  guarantied  by  the  federal  con alitu lion. 
The  conilitulion,  if  it  guaranties  lo  the  people  ofGeargia 
anything,  secures  them  a  republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment, aivd  Ihe  chsriered  limiiaof  their  Slate,  which 
unnut  be  altered  bul  by  their  own  consent-  How,  then, 
can  Georgia  be  aaid  to  enjoy  a  republicsn  furm  of  Govern- 
ment, and  juriidicliun  over  heraoll  and  tenilory,  when 
one  fifth  of  that  territory  is  in  Ihe  occupancy  of  a  tribe 
ofliidlans,  organized  into  such  a  Government  as  they 
may  choose  to  adopt?  Yet  Judge  White's  argument 
means  tliis,  if  it  meant  any  thingi  and  Ihat  the  meaning 
was  so  understood,  is  established  by  tiie  fact  that,  upon 
tiie  aulhorily  of  that  opinion.  Ihe  Cherokeei  actually 
proceeded,  aa  I  have  been  Informed  by  the  brother  of 
John  Ross,  to  orgsnixe  a  Government  uf  tlieir  own- 
Judge  White  tiys  that  (he  opinion,  at  expressed  in  hit 
lelter,  "  i*  tuch»noi>e  as  he  hnneitly  entectained,"  and 
that  he  could  "  never  express  any  other  until  convinced 
of  his  error."  Now,  Hr.  Chairman,  since  Ihe  honorable 
gentleman  ^Mr.  Bill]  has  derived  infinite  pleasure  in 
looking  inlu  the  lireseiit  and  past  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  feels  it.  hit  duty  lo  point  out  any  inconsistencies 
Ihat  will  impair  their  force,  1  would  desire  lo  know 
whether  the  opinion,  tlien  honestly  entertained  and 
pUinly  pronounced  iu  this  lelter,  is  slill  the  opinion  of 
Judge  White,  or  lias  he  been  convinced  of  his  "error,"  and 
aliifted  his  ground.'  I  leave  the  question  of  contiitency 
and  "  ereor"  for  hii  friends  to  setLle. 

Ur.  Chairman,  the  principles,  as  1  understtnd  them, 
asserted  by  Judge  While,  should  be  understood  by  my 
constituents.  A  Urge,  retpectablr,  and  enterprising 
portion  ofthe  population  uf  Georgia  are  now  residing 
upon  the  Uiids  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  that  territory. 
The  pretensions  set  up  by  that  iribeoflndianswilhinihe 
Itmilt  of  Georgia  were  subverure  of  all  order,  and  so 
dangerous  to  life  and  properly,  that  Ihe  aulhorilies  of 
that  Stair,  without  a  total  disrrgard  of  the  highest  obli- 
gstiont  could  not  longer  tuRer  a  slate  of  thing*  so  mit- 
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DLii-to  continue)  and  Georgia  was,  from  a  tense  of 
duty  tu  her  free  wliite  populilion,  not  less  Ihin  to  tha 
red  population,  compelled  to  interpose  and  assert  her 
doubtless  right  of  juritdiclion  and  occupancy  ofthe  wane 
Isnds  in  Ihit  region.  Good  order,  morals,  religion,  and 
humsnily,  alike  demanded  that  the  thould  act  at  be- 
came a  people  humane  and  benevolent,  and  she  wit  not 
to  be  deterred  from  doing  a  grest  public  good,  for  fear 
that  they  might  incur  the  reprotch  of  those  who  ar« 
always  ready  to  offer  their  lympathy  gratis  and  their 
charity  sparingly.  Sir,  the  people  of  my  Stale  have 
tuffered  lung  tnd  patienlly  the  tardy  movements  of  the 
Government  in  relieving  Ihem  uf  a  population  trouble 
some  and  dangerous.  It  has  not  been  until  since  thia 
adminiilrallon  came  into  power  that  the  Grit  efficient 
step  was  taken  to  assert  Ihe  just  rights  of  Georgia-  Tha 
doctrines  of  Judge  White  have  been  overruled.  Tha 
Cherokee  code  of  laws,  that  were  in  direct  collision  with 
[he  laws  of  Georgia,  have  been  abrogated,  and  Ihelndiaiia 
have  been  told,  in  Ihe  spirit  of  friendship,  and  vilb  lite 
candor  due  Ihenccation,  that  their  right  to  establish  an  in- 
dependent Government  wilhin  Ihe  limits  of  Georgia  could 

tiun.  They  have  been  advised  to  emigralet  the  countel 
of  the  Pretident  has  been  disregarded;  two  Ireatie*  hava 
been  formeil;  and  B  few  day*  must  arttle  the  fact,  whether 
we  are  lo  have  these  people  settled  upon  us  throughout 
all  lime,  or  whether  the  policy  ol  the  Government  will 

Mr.  Chaieman,  I  will  nut  sak  of  the  genlleiDan  to 
reconcile  nlher  political  acts  of  Judge  White.  Hi* 
course  in  the  Senate  in  reference  to  several  mbjeett, 
but  especially  to  certain  nominations,  I  leave  for  Judge 
Willie  to  teiile  tiir  himself  It  mty  be  ihat  be  can  giva 
SBlisfactory  reasons  to  his  countrymen  for  Ihe  votes  ha 
hat  given.  I  would  hope  he  could.  1  have  no  right  to 
aik  of  him  lo  do  so.  All  that  I  have  to  sty  is,  it  would 
have  been  Well  had  he  adopled  ihe  course  "that  seemed 
to  him  as  the  ground  on  which  some  of  ihe  Stales  wcra 
■upporling  General  Jackson,  because  he  was  at  hooie, 
atlending  to  his  own  private  affairs,  and  taking  no  part 
In  any  plan  lo  secure  his  own  elevation." 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  it  another  position  taken  by  tlia 
honorable  memlier  from  Tennessee,  that  in  my  opinion 
deserves  some  consideration  i  I  do  not  know  thai  I  ahouU 
notice  it.  but  for  the  belief  that  it  has  been,  for  the  firat 
lime,  asserted,  and  is  therefore  properly  recognised  as oqa 
of  the  principles  of  the  new  organization  of  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  Ihe  reputed  bead.  Sir,  what  U 
that  principle'  I  give  it  as  written  by  Ihe  gentleman 
himself:  •■  To  vote  money  Is  Ihe  leasl  difficult  and  mott 
pletiant  duly  uf  a  representative  of  the  people.  It  re- 
quires neither  experience,  industry,  ttlenit,  nor  Gdelitf, 
in  membert."  If  the  honorable  member  is  ambitloui  of 
securing  to  himielf  the  character  of  origipalily,  of  die- 
covering  things  that  do  not  exist,  or  atterling  principle* 
that  the  Judgment  uf  every  man  must  condemn,  he  could 
Bctrcely  have  been  more  fortunate  than  in  thi*  inttanee. 
What,  *ir,  is  it  indeed  true  Ihat  the  most  plcatanl  ptrt 
□four  legistalive  duly  is  tu  vote  away  the  money  of^our 
conslitueuts'  Have  we  arrived  In  that  tlalion  where  wa 
have  Ihe  least  diliiculty,  and  derive  the  greatest  pleatuce, 
by  thrusting  our  hands  into  the  pockelt  of  our  conatitu- 
enls,  taking  their  money,  and  voting  il  awayP  I  could 
hardly  have  expected  an  avowal  of  such  an  alarming 
character;  and,  coming  from  that  honorable  genlleman, 
It  slruck  me  with  profound  amazement.  1  trust,  sir,  ihat 
he  will  nul  inbist  tliat  this  was  an  original  Jackson  prin- 
ciple, bul  hat  been  one  picked  up  by  him  since  tbc  de- 
generacy of  that  party  became  so  disgusliog  ihat  he  waa 
compelled  lo  separate  himself  from  them.  But  that  ii 
not  all.  The  honorable  genlleman  atyi  "  it  reqniraa 
ncltber   esperience,  Induitry,  talent*)   nor  fidcliif,  In 
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Tlierefore,  thehononble  gentleman  mnni 
to  be  undentood  u  mtiiituning,  for  the  fint  lime  in  thia 
eounlrjr,  thai  inexperience,  indolenCF,  ignomnce,  and 
dlihoneit]',  are  the  qualificalioni  beat  cileulaled  to  aub- 
■erve  Ihe  true  intereit  of  the  people,  on  ill  queitiona 
connected  with  the  1«ut  difficult  and  moit  pleaiant  duly 
of  the  re preaen (alive — voting  aw ^y  the  people'*  money. 
Sir,  a  obsrge  ao  psipably  derogatory  to  the  ch»r*eler  of 
thia  House,  id  mauliing  to  the  good  senae  of  every  mem- 
ber on  ibik  floor,  cannot  require  a  more  ipecial  notice 
from  me.  Let  the  honorable  gentleman  go  home  to 
TenncMCe  and  tell  hii  conilituenia  thai  it  ii  the  least 
difficult  and  moat  pleaunt  part  of  hia  duty  to  vote  away 
their  money,  and,  my  word  for  it,  they  will  give  him 
the  appropriate  rciponae. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  the  range 
ofhi*  denunciation  of  men  and  meaiurea,  took  oceuion 
to  bettnw  a  paaaing  notice  on  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
(Ur.  Foriylh.]  He  was  pleated  to  speak  of  bim  M  a 
*'moil*'  ortbudox  ■■Secretary  of  Slatet"  and,  with  a 
very  confident  expectation  of  eatsblishing  ■  charge  of 
fearful  magnitude,  proceeded  to  the  introduction  of  hia 
proof.  Whether  the  Seoretary  of  State  will  be  able  lo 
■urvive  the  wound,  lime  alone  will  tell.  That  he  and 
«11  the  ad miniit ration  must  hire  felt  awfully  alarmed, 
had  they  have  been  ao  unfortunate  as  to  have  heard  the 
genllema.i  from  Tenneasee,  will,  perhapa,  admit  of 
•Dine  question.  But  thai  the  Secretary  wiil  likely  live 
M  lonfT,  walk  ai  erect,  be  as  rsithful  lo  Ihe  public  inter- 
eM,  under  the  mercileu  blowa  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennetaee,  as  if  no  «ucb  incident  had  ever  occurred,  I 
think  quite  certain.  Sir,  there  is  such  a  thing  »a  oier- 
■hootinr,  u  well  aa  andershooting. 

The  nonorabte  frenlleman  from  Tenneasee  is  entitled 
to  all  Ihe  l;redit  due  a  brave,  but  weak  man,  for  the 
Muull  he  has  made,  or  altempled  to  tnike,  on  Mr. 
Fors^ihi  for  really  1  am  not  entirely  certain  that  an  at- 
tack intended  and  attempted,  but  not  diicovered  by  the 
■Mailed,  can  properly  be  considered  an  assault.  The 
honorable  gentleman  came  lo  the  field  with  the  cou 
of » true  knight,  guarded  at  every  point,  but  ao  em 
bered  with  his  armor  oftteel  that  hi*  strong  arir,  i 
crful  at  il  is,  could  not  send  the  arrow  to  ila  appointed 
Tictlmt  he  could  see  the  abject  of  hia  hatred,  far  re 
OMved  from  dangeri  every  effort  but  increaaed  hU 
anxiety,  every  failure  bul  chafed  the  feverish  spirit  of 

Sir,  if  the  honorable  member  would  allow  me  to  ofTtr 
him  a  aingle  auggestion,  it  would  be  to  look  for  another 
victim.  The  Secretary  of  Stite  atanda  high,  elersted, 
and  endeared  to  every  man  of  any  party  who  can  appre. 
cUte  a  fearless,  onward.  Independent  discharge  of  public 
dulyi  who  can  appreciate  the  most  refined  sente  ol 
bonori  who  can  do  homage  to  that  transcendent  genius 
that  lifts  the  man  lo  the  highest  scale  in  moral  grandeur. 
Occupying,  as  does  Mr.  Porsytb,  ■  position  ao  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  ordinary  psrty  weapons,  I  would,  if  I  dared 
a«  ao,  invoke  the  member  from  Tennessee  to  couch  hii 
lance  and  charge  upon  aome  victim  whom,  if  he  cannot 
kill,  will,  at  leial,  be  apprized  of  the  attack.  The  gen. 
tleinan  from  Tennessee  says,  "  1  well  remember  what  a 
decided  effect  was    produced  upon  (he  minds  of  the 

[leoplB  in  the  Stale  which  I  represent  in  pan,  and  what 
Ddignalion  wai  excited,  by  the  aingle  act  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  under  Ihe  late  admmiitr«lion,  of  taking  (he 
prinlinc  of  (he  laws  from  the  Nashville  Republican,  a 
I»per  Triendty  to  (he  election  of  General  Jackion,  and 
giving  it  to  the  Whig,  a  piper  published  at  (he  same 

Elaee,  and  suppoaed  to  be  in  Ihe  interest  of  the  admin- 
tration.  Well,  air,  in  (he  victsai(udei  of  hunun  sffairs, 
It  ao  happened  that  the  parly  in  whose  cause  Ihe  Nath- 
*ill«  Republican  had  aufiVred  came  to  be  uppermoat, 
•nd  il  wu  rcatoted  to  iU  foriner  righliand  bencfiUi  bul, 


■«  if  it  were  intended  to  manifeat  the  ulmoti  poaaibic 
contempt  for  the  early  principles  of  Jickaoniam,  and 
give  the  moat  unequivocal  guarantees  lo  newatBea  wliicb 
the  nature  of  the  caae  admits,  that  all  the  p- — '-'~ 


ville  Republican,  which  i»  now  supporting  Judge  Whi(« 
for  the  preaidency,  and  given  to  Ihe  Union,  •  P*|>er 
printed  in  the  arnie  plicei  a  paper  purely  partisan  in 
Its  character,  newly  established  and  of  very  limited  cir> 
Lillian,  but  In  the  interest  of  the  Vice  Preaident." 
1  have  given  at  length  (be  very  words  of  the  honorable 
ember  from  Tennesseet  and,  as  a  matter  of  carioos 
Inquiry,  according  to  (he  showing  he  haa  bimaelf  made, 
it  seems  that  (he  Nstionsl  Republican  was  against  Ibe 
late  administration  and  in  favor  of  the  election  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson;  that  during  part  of  the  time  of  thecanvaai^ 
tbit  paper  had  the  printing  of  the  lawsg  that  Ihe  Secre- 
tary of  State  transferred  the  printing  to  tlie  Whig,  ■ 
piper  friendly  to  Hr.  Adama's  adminittrstiont  that  this 
act  was  denouneed)  but,  when  General  Jackson  waa 
elected  President,  the  printing  waa  taken  from  the 
Whig,  whicli  was  opposed  to  him,  and  given  to  the  Re- 
publican, which  was  friendly.  Well,  sir,  I  apprehend 
thia  is  the  principle  ofthe  original  Jickaon  part^.  Here 
is  in  act  among  the  firil  two  of  Ihe  adminiatrelion, 
which  act  aeliled  the  principle.  Well,  wlwt  haa  Hr. 
Forsyth  done  violative  of  this  principle* 

The  National  Republican  hat  laken  up  Judge  White, 
and  of  courae  laid  down  Ihe  administ ration i  and  the 
Union  has  been  atated  to  be  in  fivor  of  the  idmintsira- 
lion,  and  advocates  the  cUims  of  Hr.  Van  Uuren.  Mr. 
Fonylh,  as  the  member  from  Tennessee  saya,  (akea  the 
printing  of  the  lawa  from  the  Republican,  (that  can  only 
be  eontidered  at  in  opposition  to  the  admlniitration,) 
and  gives  it  to  the  Union,  that  ia  supporting  it.  And 
(hia  la  the  great,  the  shameful,  and  utter  disregard  of  the 
original  Jicknon  principle.  I  must  confeaa,  tir,  I  cannot 
perceive  the  slighteat  departure  from  what  1  auppote 
the  member  himielf  haa  thown  lo  be  ibe  principle  of 
Ihe  Jackaon  parly.  I  do  not  pretend  to  aay  il  is  proprr 
or  improper,  nor  do  I  pretend  lo  sayil  wsi  proper  or 
improper  in  the  former  admi  nigral  ion,  or  in  Ihe  honork- 
ble  member  from  Histachuietta,  who  ia  now  before  me, 
for  the  courae  he  then  pursued, 

Mr.  Adaxb  then  rose,  and  atked  if  the  gentlensn 
from  Georgia  intended  to  be  underatoud  aa  charging 
bim  with  removing  the  printer. 

Hr.  TowKi  remarked  that  he  wat  uiing  the  argu- 
ment, as  he  understood  it,  of  (he  member  from  Ten- 
Mr,  Adi>s  ro*e  to  explain.  He  said  he  had  never, 
while  he  had  ac(ed  at  Secretary  of  State,  made  a  nngle 
change  of  a  public  printer  from  political  causea.  While 
he  was  before  (he  country  ai  a  candidate  for  the  preE- 
dency,  there  were  many  ofthe  printers  of  the  laws  who 
were  as  much  opposed  (o  him  as  any  edi(or  could  he  to 
■ny  candidate)  but  he  tiad  never  changed  one  of  them 
from  any  poltllcil  motive.  He  did  make  one  change,  at 
General  Jackaon's  peraonal  siiggeationi  though,  whether 
General  Jackson  would  recollect  it  or  not,  he  could  not 
tell.  It  was  in  the  caae  of  an  editor  at  Nashvillei  and 
when  General  Jackson  and  hii  colleague  in  the  Senate 
cime  and  personally  requested  it  ai  a  favor — for  it  a-aa 
suppoaed  the  editor  was  favorable  to  General  Jackaon — 
he  did  make  the  transfer;  but  it  wat  without  knowing 
either  of  (be  editors.  The  motive  for  this  change  wis 
afterwarda  the  subject  of  much  misconstruction.  Ha 
did  no(  mean  to  chsrge  (he  present  or  any  Secretary  of 
State  with  pollllcal  modvei  in  relation  lo  cfaangea  of 
this  kindi  bul  he  did  nmn  to  wjr  that  h«  did  not  r«- 
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move  am  printer  While  he  wt*  SecnUir  of  Stite  for 
pnlitieil  e«niidentiM)i)  and,  further,  that  while  be  held 
■  mora  elevated  ■Uuilion,  be  never  remored  one  per- 
•on  from  office  for  pditleal  eauaeti  and  lha>,  he  beliered, 
w»  one  amonf;  the  princiiul  rnaon*  why  he  wa«  not 
iDOK  MioceMful  u  a  candidate  for  a  recond  election. 

Mr.  Towva  rBwmed.  Sir,  I  malce  no  chargie  afcainit 
the  honorable  ^nlleman  from  Hanachuietti^  [Mr, 
AvAva,]  but  waa  only  ■nawering'  the  argument  ol  the 
pie ntber  from  Tenneuee,  {Hr.  Bill.]  lamadmoniihed, 
air,  that  the  charfe,  at  contained  in  Ihalfrentleoiin'a  argu- 
ment, ii  not  directly  a^inff  the  honorvble  member  from 
MaMachuaetl*,  but  apinatamemberofliiB  political  bmilj, 
[Ur.  Cut,]  then  Secretary  oFStaiet  and  1  will  with  ^reit 
pleaiure  formally  tmnafcr  it  from  one  to  the  oiber,  a*  it 
doea  not  rar;  the  principle.  Ileanmrt,  ao  faraimy  parpoae 
ia  eoneemed,  be  material  whether  done  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  HaMachuaelta  in  penon,  or  Ihrojgh  hie 
Seoretary  of  Stale.  Sir,  haTing  ihown,  according  to  the 
Wateroenl  of  the  caae  made  t^  the  member  from  Ten- 
nenee,  that  there  hai  been  no  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  early  Jacfcion  paety  by  the  preaent  Seere- 
tary  of  Stile,  I  will  proceed  to  aik  the  ittenlion  of  the 
committee  to  another  of  the  apeciBcalioni  contained  In 
(he  member't  bill  nf  impeachment.  "  II  ii  well  known," 
Bay*  the  member  from  Tenneaiee,  "  that  an  unbounded 
reapect  br  ihe  righit  of  the  Statei  waa  profeaaed  by  the 
original  Jickaon  partvt  end  any  matim  or  practice  of 
the  Gorernment  which  tended  lo  eoniolidalion  waa  de- 
nounced as  inexpedient,  and  ercn  dangeroui.  To  prore 
bav  little  regard  haa  bren  ahown  by  tboie  who  now 
wear  the  garb  of  Jacktoniam  for  the  due  conatilutional 
rrghta  and  independence  of  tbe  Statea,  it  would  only  be 
neceaaary  to  call  lo  mind  (he  interference  of  Ihe  Federal 
Government  with  Ihe  election  of  fienalort  by  the  State 
Legialiiurca.  But,  wr,  I  nwy  add  that  the  legialative 
proceedinga  of  State  Aaaembliea  have  been  interfered 
witbi  and  many  of  thoie  bodiea  have  already  been  re- 
duced to  the  condition  of  mare  dependent  and  co-ord^ 
MM  poniona  of  ihe  great  machinery  by  which  it  ia  lup- 
poaed  Ihia  country  may  hereafter  be  governed — the  aup- 
pleand  convenient  iiutrumenla  of  the  Federal  Executive 
and  parly  inlereata.*' 

The  firat  thing,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  deaervet  notice  in 
•nawering  the  member  from  TenneMee  on  tbia  point,  ia 
the  regret  he  muat  doubileaa  feel  at  the  deaeriion  of  the 
parly  Irom  State.right  doctrinea.  I  can  readily  imagine 
how  deep  hia  mortification  on  thla  point  muat  be,  when 
I  reflect  that  it  waa  Ihe  member  from  Tenneaaee  himaelf 
who  had  tbe  honor  of  inlrodudng,  aa  chairman  of  a  com. 
raitler,  and  urging  ihrough  thia  Kouie,  too,  a  maaaure 
about  wfaioh  great  diaaatiahcllon  prevailed  in  many  parta 
of  tbe  Union,  and  about  which  I  apprehend  acme  of  Ihe 
geolleman'a  intimate  frienda  have  uttered  the  moat  hitler 
denunoiationa.  Can  the  honorable  member  call  to  mind 
m  bill  that  paased  Congreaa  when  he  waa  one  of  the  party  r 
Ay,  air,  a  leading  man  of  that  party,  too,  known  by 
aome  aa  the  bill  to  enlbree  the  eollection  of  revenue,  by 
oihera  at  Ihe  '•  force  bill,"  and  more  aiilt,  Ihe  "  bloody 
bill."  Will  the  member  tell  tbe  nation  thai  he  had  the 
honor  of  advocaiinjc  that  measure  aa  warmly  aaany  gen- 
tleman then  on  the  floor — that  hevoted  for  W  And  will 
he  point  out  a  aingle  act  of  Conffreai,  from  that  day  lo 
thia,  that  eonlaini  any  principle  ao  much  endangering 
the  doctrine  of  Stale  righlaf    Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  tu 

r've  any  opinion  of  tbe  principlea  contained  in  that  bill; 
only  aaj*  that,  if  there  haa  been  any  meaanre  of  thia  ad- 
miniatration  aubvenive  of  Ihe  lighia  of  the  Stalea,  de- 
alruelive  of  the  doctrinea  of  Slate  righta,  I  believe  that 
bill  lo  be  the  one.  I  aay  no  morei  that  there  are  but  two 
poeaible  apologica  lo  tboae  of  that  day  whoae  duty  it  waa 
to  provide  for  tbe  eritia  by  the  enactment  of  that  bill: 
firai(  the  precedent  act  ia  the  time  of  tbervpuUiean  ad- 


minlalration  of  Mr.  JefTeraoni  and,  aeconilly,  Ihc  unforla* 
nate  poalure  of  affaire  resulting  from  any  derangement 
in  the  collection  of  Ibe  revenue.  That  the  bill  vaa  in- 
tended to  meet  a  crliia  lo  be  dreaded  by  all,  and  avoid- 
ed. If  poaiibte,  ia  to  be  gathered  from  ita  limitationa.  I 
will  for  myaelf  aav,  and  then  I  ahalt  have  done  with  the 
principlea  ofthlabill,  that  if  Ihe  force  bill  of  Mr.  Jefler- 
aon  wai  conatilutional,  then  waa  Ihe  force  bill  of  General 
Jackaon.  If  tfr.  Jefferaon'a  waa  called  for.  then  waa 
General  Jackion'a  demanded.  But  I  am  free  lo  admit, 
at  Ihe  aame  lime,  that  1  have  had  dnuhta  as  to  Ihe  power, 
in  the  Federal  Gavernment,  which  thia  meaaure  claimed. 
But  on  one  point  I  hare  no  difltculiy;  that  any  gentleman 
who  aupporied  thai  bill  should  no!  be  very  much  alarmed 
about  any  act  of  the  ad miniil ration,  aince  that  time,  ab< 
aorbing  the  powera  of  Ihe  Statea. 

The  member  from  Tenneaaee,  after  having  fired  foe 
two  daya  upon  Ihe  party  and  the  Preaident,  aa  a  aort  of 
advanced  guard,  cries  out  in  the  bitternesa  of  hi*  heart 
against  the  corruption  of  the  Federal  Government  for 
interfering  with  Ihe  elections  of  Senatora  by  Ihe  Stat* 
Legialaiures,  and  is  pleased  to  say  that  the  "  Irgialativa 
proceedings  of  State  Aasembliei  have  been  Inlerfi^^d 
with,  and  that  many  of  theae  bodiea  liave  been  already 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  mere  dependent  and  ctMir* 
dinate  portions  of  Ihe  great  machinery  by  which  it  ii 
aOppaaed  Ibis  Country  may  hereaner  be  governed."  For 
one,  sir,  I  should  be  pleased  to  know  the  Ststes  in  whicll 
the  honorable  member  has  refitrenee.  I  presume,  ifther* 
has  been  any  auch  foul  vork  ai  Ihe  member  iiippoaei^ 
he  would  mention  the  Legialalure  and  Ihe  Slate,  and 
lti*e  ua  Ihe  proof  upon  wbicli  he  makea  the  charge.  I 
should  tliink  it  was  due  to  the  character  of  Ihe  State 
Governments,  due  to  the  character  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, in  arraying  them  before  the  public,  so  to  present 
Ihe  queslion  that  Ihey  could  defend  Ihemielvea.  And 
il  ia  surely  the  duly  of  the  member  to  apeak  out,  ao  that 
Ihe  adminislrsiion  could,  in  aome  ahipe  or  form,  admit, 
deny,  or  juatify.  I  am  quite  aaliafied  il  never  could  ba 
Ibe  object  of  the  gentleman  lo  thrual  in  the  dark.  Then, 
wr,  out  with  il. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  menjber  from  Tenneaaee  hat 
of  late  all  hia  feara  and  lympathiea  excited  in  bebslfot 
that  intelligent  and  venerable  body,  the  Senate  of  th« 
United  Slate*,  and  hia  remarka  on  Ibal  aubject  shall  re* 
eeive  my  immediate  attenliont  after  which,  I  shall  not 
trouble  Ihe  committee  with  much  more  in  repiv  to  tb« 
honorable  member.  "  But  again,  (aaya  Ihe  gentleman,) 
is  not  the  Senate,  which  was  intended  by  the  eonatitutioa 
to  be  in  itself  a  standing  check  and  limitation  upon  tha 
uae  and  abuae  of  Ihe  execuiive  patronage,  to  thai  extent, 
and  as  regards  Ihe  purpoaes  of  its  inititulion,  actually 
expunged,  and  ihal  loo  by  eiecutive  power  and  influ- 
i  I  demand  of  gentlemen  lo  answer  me,  and  say  if 
!  exiats  at  thia  moment,  ptaciically,  any  controlling 
.._  ;rin  Ihe  Senate  over  tbe  will  of  the  Executive'  It 
not  the  conltilntion  llaelf,  for  Ihe  lime  being,  abrogated, 
Bubverled,  overlhrownr  Have  we  not  a  Senalo  of  Iha 
United  Statea  notoriously  replenished  and  organiied 
upon  the  principle  of  non-reslalance  and  paiiive  obedi- 
e  to  the  executive  will  and  auihoriiyf  And  bow, 
baa  thia  state  of  thinga  been  brought  about?  Tha 
Stale  Legialaluret,  Ihote  ancient  towera,  la  they  h«*« 
heretofore  been  aupposed,  upon  the  rampartaof  thecon- 
alitution  and  of  the  public  liberty,  have  been  boldly 
entered,  and,  by  execuiive  influence,  aeduced  and  pro*- 
tJluted  to  purpoaes  of  federal  power  and  domination. 
Sir,  if  the  Execuiive  Chief  Uagialrale  had  entered  the 
Senate  cliamber,  sword  in  hand,  and  aupporied  by  « 
band  of  choaen  mercensriea,  and  driven  Ihe  obnoxioua 
Senators  from  iheir  aeals,  and  filled  all  the  vacanciea  by 
mrmbera  of  hia  own  appointmeni,  he  would  have  inflict- 
ed a  deep  wound  upon  Ihe  eomtitation,  and  oM  whicb 
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I  knov  tie  iicittr  would  ihink  of  inflmtinj;;  but  it  would 
likve  been  leu  dingeroui,  ind  more  easily  h»lcil,  thin 
fhe  one  which  liii  ictually  been  inflicted."  Thii  ii  ihe 
•entimcnt  of  the  liiinorible  member.  Anil,  sir,  I  taty 
well  ui]',  never  wai  my  aatoniahment  greater  than  when 
I  hesiril  him  holil  auch  lan^iage  of  the  Preiident  ind  the 
party  nipponing  the  present  adminiMrition. 

Sir,  of  kll  llie  charg^es  that  have  been  made  a^inst 
the  Preiident  tind  liie  party  in  auppnrl  of  hii  idmima- 
tratian,  wliether  from  false  niendi  Or  from  open  enemies, 
it  has  been  reserved  for  llie  member  from  Tennessee  lo 
go  1  Tuli  bar's  length  beyond  the  limit  nf  the  most  da- 
ring and,  at  one  stroke  of  the  pencil,  to  draw  the  tyrant, 
the  usurper,  the  crouching  sycophant,  and  degraded 
nenia).  Ciiuld  that  venerable  old  man,  under  whose 
patemil  wing  (be  member  from  Tenneasee  his,  no  doubt, 
often  fell  bis  greatest  aecurity,  uller  one  word  of  cam- 


e  puel, 


"  The  1 
Flaw  fi 


ai  desp«sl 


d  fricn 


nil" 


Sir,  what  degradation  so  grvil,  what  crime  so  black, 
si  1  President  of  the  United  Stales  "  it  the  head  of  a 
band  of  chosen  mercensriea,"  "  with  sword  tn  hind," 
entering  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stttes,  and  "driving 
from  their  seats  the  Senstora  that  are  opposed  to  him, 
and  filling  their  places  with  raembers  of  his  own  ap- 
pointment!" True,  sir,  the  member  lella  you  that  the 
President  would  not  du  this,  but  then  he  tell*  you  to 
have  done  so  would  have  been  a  wound  on  the  constitu- 
tion ■■  less  dangerous  and  more  easily  healed  than  the 
one  which  has  actually  been  indicled." 

I  ask,  what  hi4  the  President  done  to  the  Senate? 
'What  member  in  thai  body  h>i  received  wrong  or  injury 
friim  bim>  What  is  there  that  that  body,  laa  body,  has 
not  done  to  the  Pre^dent?  Hare  Ihey  not  attempted  lo 
blast  hia  charsclerP  Have  they  not  charged  him  wilh  ■ 
violation  of  the  conatitulion?  Have  they  not  charged 
him  wilh  with  usurping  the  powersof  the  Senate^  Have 
they  not  cliirged  him  with  violstiun  of  ihe  lawaand  con- 
stitution? nay,  more,  condemned  him  unheard'  and  more 
Mill— have  they  not  refund  lo  let  bim  enjoy  Ihe  poor 
privilege  of  placing  on  the  journals  of  that  body  his 
reasons  why  a  sentence,  if  nut  of  death,  of  reproach, 
■boulJ  not  be  pronouneed  against  hinif  All  thia  they 
have  done,  and  tbe  story  ia  but  half  told.  Have  they 
not,  in  violation  of  atl  former  practices,  and  in  utter  dis- 
regard of  thai  harmoiiiDUs  actiun  coniemplated  by  the 
constitution  between  the  power  of  nomination  by  the 
President  and  confirmalion  of  the  Senate,  refused  lo  ap- 
prove the  recommenddlioiis  of  the  President  lo  offices 
of  pressing  necessity?  Are  not  some  oF  its  nfembera 
now  lo  be  found  in  that  body  disregarding  the  initruc- 
tioDS  of  their  Legislatures,  wilh  the  express  view  of 
maintaining  ■  msjurity  sgiinat  ihe  will  of  tlie  people, 
■gainat  the  inatruclion  of  the  constituent  bo6yt  Let  Iba 
honorable  member  anawrr  these  questions,  ami  1  will 
underlike  to  tell  him  why  it  is  necessary  tliii  the  Senile 
thould  receive  such  complimeiiis  from  a  cerlain  quarter 
•t  this  timei  why  it  ii  thai  llie  Senate  la  discovered  lo  be 
a  check  upon  Ihe  use  and  abuse  uf  elecuiive  patronage. 
Vfhj  it  is,  at  this  time,  so  importint  that  the  diicoveiy 
(hould  be  made,  thai  il  the  President  rilurna  the  second 
time  the  ume  individual  before  the  Senate  for  confirmi- 
tion,  that  il  is  an  abuse  of  the  noroinaling  power,  an  at- 
tempt to  subvert  the  confirming  power.  Really  it  would 
■eem  that  the  member  from  I'enneaiee  thrust  furili  hia 
■sseniona  and  hi*  arguments,  as  if  they  were  of  that 
■acred  character  Ihsl  neither  admitted  of  duubt  nor  In- 
restigation.  But,  sir,  the  true  secret  is,  ihai  a  certain 
Venator  from  Tennessee  hat  played  a  band  during  Ihe 
that  reijuirea  luiiie  propping 


up  under  the  precise  view  that  has  been  presented  bf 
the  member  from  Tennessee,  [Hr.  BiLi]  That  Senilor 
stands  condemned  and  overwhelmed,  unlesshecin  effect 
a  relreil  under  the  pretence  that  Ihe  President  has  no 
power,  under  ihe  CDnslilulion,  to  return  upon  the  Sensts 
the  aecnnd  time  Ihe  same  individual  for  the  same  office, 
after  once  being  refuacd.  Sir,  1  am  lineerely  sorry  ihai 
the  honorable  member  ahould  have  felt  himself  tMO- 
atrained  to  have  used  language,  in  relilionjo  the  admin- 
istration party,  that  could  not  fail  to  wound  llic  sensibili- 
ty of  each  member  in  his  personal  chancier.  For  if  I 
have  misunderstood  him,  and  it  ahould  be  that  he  in- 
tended nothing  for  the  Chief  Magistrate,  it  only  maket 
the  proportion  so  much  Ihe  greater  for  Ihe  pirty. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  slao  undenlood  by  ma 
lo  insist,  before  Ibis  commlltee,  thai  the  present  admin- 
iatration  parly  had  assumed  a  ground  directly  at  vanance 
with  the  principle  upon  which  General  Jackion  waa 
brought   into  office,  on  the  subject  c'  -     --' 


1  hy   r 


of  convention!.     He   ti 


..   .  iginal  supporters  of  General  JscksDn  ad- 

vocated his  election  against  Mr.  Crawrord,  the  candidate 
nominated  according  to  party  uaage,  upan  the  ground 
that  the  practice  of  caucus  numinatians  of  a  Preiident  of 
the  United  Siatea  waa  a  violation  of  the  apirit  of  Ibe 
conslitutian."  Sir,  as  il  liai  been  my  intention  in  all  I 
have  said,  in  answer  to  Ihe  member  from  Tenneasce,  to 
deal  with  the  ulmost  pnesible  faimesi  wilh  bis  arguments 
and  stilemcnls,  ao  I  shall  continue  to  da  in  the  few  re- 
matks  I  design  to  make  on  Ibis  question.  I  apprehend 
that  Ihe  gentleman  is  somewhat  mistaken  aa  to  the  ground 
an  wblcb  Mr.  Crawford  was  opposed  by  some  of  the 
origin)!  stipporier*  of  General  Jackson.  It  should  be  re- 
membered  that  Ihe  most  it  not  all  Ihe  candidates  wboae 
names  were  before  the  people  at  Ihe  time  of  Hr.  Cnir< 
ford,  were  understood  lo  be  members  of  llie  republicait 
party.  Kr.  Crawford,  1  welt  remember,  wai  understood 
lo  be  llie  radical  republican,  for  reasons  of  real  or  im- 
puted dnctrincs  he  entertained  upon  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment and  reform.  Well,  sir,  as  the  a»em»er  staler 
in  pursuance  of  the  custom  of  that  day,  the  member*  of 
Congress,  10  the  number  of  sixly-sii  or  tticresbouts,  as- 
sembled in  this  city  at  the  appointed  time  to  nominate  a 
candidate  fur  the  otlice  of  Chief  Magistrate.  This  num- 
ber consliluted  Mr.  Crawford's  strengthj  the  balaiice  of 
Ibe  members  were  divided  between  General  Jackson,  llie 
gentleman  from  Hasuchusetts,  [Hr.  Anixa,]  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Lowndes,  and  Clay.  The  friends  of  these  last 
gentlemen,  asl  have  always  understood,  protested  against 
ihe  caucus,  on  Ibe  ground  that  Hr.  Crawford  received 
a  minorily.  Instead  of  a  majority,  of  the  republican  partyt 
and  that,  therefore,  aiitiough  he  receiied  every  tola 
that  met  in  caucus,  it  w«i  evident  he  waa  not  the  chuc« 
of  a  majorily  of  his  parly.  What  motives  induced  Ihe 
respective  friends  of  tbe  other  gentlemen  not  to  meet  in 
CMucua  1  cannot  say,  further  than  tbe  tacts  speak  for 
tliemsetves,  and  my  recollection  of  tbe  familiar  stury  of 
the  day.  It  waa  a  conviction  that  Ihe  friends  of  ei  her 
of  tbe  gentlemen  would  be  in  a  minority)  and  hence, 
tliai  by  the  friends  of  the  other  candidates  not  entering 
into  caucus,  the  nominstion  of  Mr.  Ciiwford,  as  had 
been  the  custom,  would  be  prevented.  The  fact  aciuil- 
ly  occurred)  and  a*  often  as  it  was  said  in  behalf  of  Hr. 
Crawford  that  he  was  Ihe  re^utarly  nominated  candidcle, 

that  he  was  nominated  by  a  minority  uf  ihe  membera  of 
Congresa  of  hia  own  party,      I  cannot  undertake  to  a*y 

ground  urged  in  any  porlioi 


It  from 


iollec 


nut  very  d 


I  am  quite  aaljtfied  that 
mcmbtra  of  Congress,  so  far  from  advancing  ihe  interest 
of  Hr.  Crawford  in  the  South,  or  eoneenttaiing  ihe  tup- 
port  uf  the  repubUcan  party  in  that  quarter,  waaregarii- 
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tempi  by  a  fninoftlj'  to  force  upon  them  in  indif  idu>l 
«ho  wu  not  the  choice  of  the  mijoritjr,  ■>  htd  been  Ihr 
OM  with   ill  preceding'  nominiiion*  by   rocmben  of 

It  WM  ihii  MMjmption  of  power  on  the  pirt  of  a  mi- 
nority of  the  members  of  Coogren  lh*t  trouied  the  m- 
di^int  feeling  of  the  people)  tnd  from  ihkt  moment, 
until  of  Ute,  there  hti  been  no  iltempt  that  I  know  of, 
on  the  pirt  of  *ny  minority  in  CongreM,  to  nominKte  > 
Cindiditc  for  Pre«iitent.  Sir,  I  pnt  it  to  the  candor  of 
the  member  from  Tennesiee  to  uy,  if  himtelf  >nd  hii 
honorable  cnlteagiiei  hive  not  atlempted  to  revive  thii 
old  and  condemned  miide  of  ■electing'  a  candidate  for 
PreMilent.  Did  not  the  delefritioit  from  Tenneuer,  or 
•  majority  of  ihem,  meet  in  thii  cily,  and  determine  to 
lupport  JiidKC  Whitef  Did  not  that  meeting  conatiluta 
a  caucus?  Not  only  So,  sir,  but,  if  I  jiideriland  the  (!• 
planstion  given  by  the  gentleman  to  my  friend  from  Vir- 
rinli,  [Hr.  OamiavD,]  he  absolutely  placed  thii  meeting 
In  the  worst  possibU-  point  of  view.  The  gentleman.  In 
that  explanilion,  was  understood  to  draw  this  distinclion 
between  the  mreling  of  (he  members  oF  the  Tennessee 
delegation  and  eiuciaesi  first,  ibal  it  «ss  not  ■  cauciu, 
becHuse  there  was  no  regulsr  notice  givenj  because 
there  was  ito  chairman  called  to  preside  orer  the  meet- 
Ingi  because  there  was  no  appointment  of  secretary) 
because  there  was  no  record  or  minuies  kept  of  (heir  re- 
lolTes,  or  the  conclusions  to  which  that  meeting  arrived. 
Now,  sir,  if  it  be  true,  which  1  will  not  be  understood 
M  quei(i(inin|r,  that  there  were  none  of  these  usual,  cus- 
tomsry,  and,  1  msintsin,  indiipensable  forma  observed, 
the  gentleman  has  eslablshed  thst  vhicb  I  presume  his 
explanaiion  wa«  intended  lo  avoid — that  this  n>ee(mg, 
by  whatever  name  called,  contains  every  objection  thi( 
ean  be  raised  to  the  poiiey  oF  caucuses,  without  one  of 
its  sdvantsges. 

Sreret,  privste,  political  roeelings,  without  record  of 
their  prnceedingi,  \s  that  psrtlculir  cliM  of  assemblies 
most  to  be  dreaded  in  this  country.  And  I  am  salitEcd, 
with  whatever  intentions  (he  Itiembers  from  Tennessee 
met  and  deliberated  ss  to  the  course  they  wuuld  take  in 
th%  spprosclilng  canvsss,  (hat  (hst  meeting  is  subject  to 
•1)  (he  objections  taken  to  Ihe  caucus  of  Congrtu  (hat 
nooiinstc'd  Hr.  CnwFord.  The  gentleman  from  Tennet- 
•ee  wss  farther  understood  to  msintsin  that  the  objec- 
tions tiken  by  Ihe  original  Jackson  party  applied  with 
equal  force  to  the  laie  Ballimore  convention,  whieli 
nomlniled  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  presidency.  The 
right  of  the  people  lo  be  heard  In  convention  is  sacred. 


e  the  people  Ihst  they  lisve  no  rirtit  to  be 
heard  on  every  subject,  or  thst  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  their  iiberliei  to  trust  (heroselvei.  Sir,  it  is  one  of 
the  fairest,  saresl,  and  most  republican  modes  of  settling 
*ny  qiies(ion.  When  the  doctrine  shall  once  obtain  thai 
the  people  ire  not  to  be  permitted  to  spesk,  are  not 
■ufTrred  (o  be  heard  in  conventions,  on  questions  sHect- 
Ing  (heir  rights,  (hey  may  soon  prepire  for  the  wont. 
Liberty  will  not  long  aurvive  the  period  when  the  voice 
of  Ihe  ppople  cannot  be  sounded  through  their  own  rep. 
reseniaiivei,  in  pursuance  of  and  in  conformity  lo  (heir 
own  will  ind  pleasure.  No,  siri  there  is  no  anslogy  be- 
tween the  principle  of  eongressionsi  caucuses  and  con* 
ventloni.  The  one  is  Ihe  will  of  the  people,  as  eipret*- 
ed  llirough  their  own  urgansj  the  other  is  the  eipression 
ofgenllemen  who  can  only  speak  for  themselves,  and  not 
for  the  people.  This  is  the  difierence,  snd  it  is  importsnt. 
~  9>r,  1  have  now  done  with  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee;  aitd  I  trust  that  he  will  not  have 
eonaidered  UK  at  departing  from  the  rule  he  laid  down 
for  bi«  own  goTcmtuiil, 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  intended  to  hsve  answered  at 
length  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  tor 
whom  I  may  ssy  I  enterlain  Ihe  highest  regard,  and 
whn  I  see  before  me,  [Mr.  RoBianoii)]  but  hiving  at- 
ready  consumed  more  lime  than  1  intended,  I  am  Bdmon> 
ished  thst  I  ^)ould  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close.  T\i*t 
honorable  gentleman,  as  has  been  the  eui^om  of  all  thosa 
on  the  Bsme  sidr,  had  much  to  ssy  against  the  adminis- 
tration, took  grest  pains  to  search  out  corrupt  practices) 
and  really  fell  quite  istoniihed,  ifnot  indignant,  that  not 
Ihe  Srat  measure  had  yet  been  taken  by  the  administra* 
linn  to  reform  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  the  peo- 
ple's money.  The  gentleman,  in  support  of  his  position, 
Informed  the  committee  thst  one  project  for  reform  had 
been  sttempted,  and  that  was  a  reiolulion  that  originated 
in  this  brsnch  of  Congress,  proposing  ■  reduction  of  two 
doMiPt  per  day  for  the  pay  of  members,  which  sctuslly 
paised,  snd  was  carried  lo  the  Senste,  where  it  was 
killed:  just  what  everybody,  but  the  gentleman  himself, 
would  have  readily  supposed. 

3lr,  1  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  relevancy  of  th* 
esse  cited  by  the  gentleman.  I  could  not  see  upon  what 
principle  the  id  ministration  was  to  be  censurable  for 
my  mcaaure  that  had  prriahed  in  the  Senate  foraerersl 
years  put,  when  every  body  knows  the  majority  ofthat 
body  have  opposed  almost  every  prominent  measure  of 
this  administrstlon.  Gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  the 
ad  ministration,  who  ire,  so  far  as  words  are  concerned, 
so  much  opposed  to  its  abuses  snd  estravigancea,  iboutd 
not  forget  that  the  virtuous,  patriotic  opposition  have 
been,  until  the  prenent  session,  in  the  ni.jority  in 
that  body.  And  I  ask  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  with 
that  fact  meeting  him  at  every  charge  he  makes  against 
the  administration,  to  tell  this  committee  and  the  people 
why  thst  body  hss  not  done  something.  Why  is  it  that 
some  measure  hss  not  orif^nited  in  that  quarter  that 
would  hsve  saved  this  country  from  Ihe  disgrace,  corrup- 
tion, and  ruin,  which  has  been  so  conlidenliy  prrdicled  t 
Sir,  Ihe  gentleman  has  referred  to  no  other  meisure,  ex- 
cept the  one  he  mentioned,  and  that  came  from  the  popu- 
lar bnnchof  Congress,  wherealone  the  administration  hss 
been  in  Ihe  msjonty,  snd  that  very  measure  was  defeat- 
ed in  the  Senile,  where  the  opposition  has  been  in  the 
mijority!  I  (hank  the  member  for  the  proof  he  ha* 
furniihed  to  three  puint*,  as  ihey  ire  materisi  in  the  vin- 
of  this  sdminislrstion;  1st,  that  the  sdministn- 
sltempted  retrenchment;  3d,  that  it  was  defeat- 
ed by  the  oppoiilion)  3d,  that  Ihe  opposition,  with  a  be- 
lief that  relrencliment  and  reform  were  neceanry,  ac- 
cording (o  his  own  showin);,  hsve  dnne  nolhing.  But, 
air,  with  the  view  thst  the  country  may  urtdentand  • 
litile  (if  Ihe  economy  of  the  Senile,  and  their  desire  lo 
make  thii  a  plain  snd  cheap  Qnvernment,  I  will  present 
a  fact  thst  will  ifFord  some  profitsble  hints  to  the  people, 
snd  give  the  gentleman,  I  trosl,  some  reason  to  be  more 
quiet  and  contented  wilb  the  expenditures  of  this  ad- 

The  cnnlingent  expenses  of  the  Senate  in  1836  were 
f6,gi3  04;  in  ISSI,  919,000)  in  1833,  939,753,  ind  in 
the  memorable  yeir  of  IBSi,  #78,794)  making  a  dilfei^ 
ence  of  upwards  of  #70,000  in  the  mere  contingent  ex- 
penses of  Ihe  Sen.te  between  the  years  1836  and  1S34. 
I  leave  Ihia  fict  lo  establish  the  high  claim  Ihe  opposition 
hsre  lo  retrenchment  snd  reform. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  must  have  occurred  to  all  who  hsve 
given  the  ilighteit  attention  lo  thisptotracted  discunion, 
that  the  mudeof  atlick  snd  wen|Hins  used  igainst  Ihe 
administration  were  not  only  selected  with  grcit  csre, 
but  were,  in  many  instsncei,  on  directly  opposite 
grouodi)  lo  that  if  one  failed,  the  other  might  happily 
succeed.  In  illustration,  I  will  adduce  the  languige  of 
the  honorable  gentlemaii  from  Virginia.  That  honora- 
ble gentleawn  »yi,  "line*  the  cammcnceiMnt  of  bit 
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(CcMfd  JaekMn't)  •dminiMrat'ron,  hit  eibinct  hii  di>> 

Kjed  M  the  colon  of  tlie  rainbow."  And  an  hcmori- 
^llemin  fron  Rcniucky,  [Mr.  C.  Aiu>,]  (ome 
time  tincr,  in  hia  amiill  upon  the  Preiident,  labored 
throiif  h  the  f  realer  part  of  hia  apecch  to  pniva  that  the 
•dminiatratian  had  acted  throughout  in  direct  violati 
of  (he  Pmident'i  adTice  to  Mr.  Uonroe,  and  that  no 
iUnoe  could  be  ahoarn  where  any  individual  bad  been 
appointed  to  office,  except  he  waa  of  the  Preaident'a 
partj.  And  yet  both  the  ^nllemen  from  Virginia  and 
Eenluoky  can  unite  in  the  mvl  perfect  harmony  (doubt- 
lesa  upon  principle]  in  oppoainif  thia  adminiitratioo. 
Why,  air.  apinat  thki  aort  of  oppoaition  there  i*  iw  de- 
fene«,  aeeunly,  or  aafetyi  and  diacrelion  auraeata  that 
Um  aaiailanla  be  left  tu  thenuelvea,  aa,  under  auch 
Mdeof  warfare,  one  attack  mualneceaMrilydeatroy  the 
other,  and  (herebyjualiceto  that  extent  will  be  done  by 
tbe  aaaaibnta  thenweUei. 

The  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  in  concluding 
bia  able  remarka,  could  not  permit  tbe  Prealdent  to  ea- 
eape  hia  eapeeial  noticct  and  for  the  purpoae  of  show- 
ing, what  be  Maerted  to  be  hia  deliberate  conTiction,  that 
thaPreaident  had  attempted  tointerfere  in  the  approach- 
tng  aleciion  for  the  chief  nugittracy,  to  giia  the  influ- 
ence of  hit  name  lo  a  (avorile  candidate,  and  for  the 
purpoM  of  eatabliahinr  thia  charge  of  dictating  hia  own 
•uccMMir,  ao  ollen  and  unjuitly  made,  aa  I  muat  be  per- 
miited  to  maintain,  the  i;en(leman  relied  upon  two  facta 
mainly:  one,  of  the  circutaling  of  aeven)  numbcra  of  a 
certain  itewipaper  in  the  Slate  of  Tenneaaeei  the  other. 
•  letter  written  by  the  Preiident  to  the  Re*.  Jimea 
Owin,  ofNiihTille,  Tennenee,  rf,  air,  the  known,  the 
ackiwwiedged  and  catabtiihed  character  ofGeneralJack- 
•on  waa  not  aufficient  lo  ailence  theae  reporti  that  hare 
been  ao  widely  circulated  in  the  columna  uf  partinn 

Kpen,  not  (o  much  with  the  tlew  of  injuring  General 
ekaon  aa  lo  excite  a  prejudice  againat  llr.  Van  Buren, 
ft  very  brief  explanation  will  aatiafy  any  candid  mind 
that  the  ebarge  ii  without  tbe alighteat  foundation.  Nor 
would  I  pretend  to  notice,  what  could  only  be  coniid- 
ered  tbe  current  acandal  of  thoie  wboee  ofEoe  it  ii  to 
impute  bad  motitea  lo  (irtuoua  acta,  but  for  the  fact, 
Mrange  aa  it  may  appear,  that  gentlemen  of  the  moat 
delicate  aenae  of  honor,  juatice,  aud  propriety,  (and 
•mong  that  number  I  regret  ta  find  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,)  thould  have  felt  themtelvei  conatrained  lo 
anatch  from  the  inevitable  fate  auch  atuff  la  deatined  to 
reach,  and  prt  it  form,  dignity,  and  aubatance,  by  urg- 
ing ila  conaideration  befure  the  Congren  of  the  United 
Btatea.  Sir,  what  hat  the  Preaident  done?  I  have  al- 
ready adverted  to  hit  trial  and  cDndemnalion  before  the 
Senale  of  the  Uniled  Blat«,  without  notice,  or  an  oppur- 
tunity  allowed  him  to  defend  hinuelf.  1  have  already 
ataled,  that  when  that  aenlenee  was  about  to  go  forth  to 
the  world,  he  petitioned,  in  the  form  of  a  memorialial, 
againat  that  aantence,  which  that  juat  and  patriotic  body 
refuaed  to  receive  and  enter  on  their  Joumala. 

In  the  progreta  of  the  diacutaion  that  took  place  on  hia 
tria),  the  Preaident  bad  at  leaal  one  friend,  and  the  con- 
atitution  and  the  lawa  had  one.  That  friead'a  voice  wai 
beard)  it  waa  raiaed  in  tonea  of  thunder  againat  the  in- 
iquity of  the  Senate't  proceeding!  and,  although  itlBed 
in  that  body,  waa  doomed  lo  reach  the  ear,  tbe  heart, 
and  the  judgment,  of  every  man  on  thia  continent  that 
abhorred  injuitice,  oppreaaion,  and  a  violation  of  the 
lawa  and  the  eonatiiuiion.  Sir,  ihia  apeeeh  wai  pub- 
liahed  in  tbe  Globe  uf  thii  city,  and  tbe  Preaident  did 
dare  to  aend  eopiea  of  the  Globe  containing  that  apeecb 
to  a  number  of  hit  firat,  hii  earliett,  and  beat  fr'ienda  in 
the  SUte  of  TcnneaMei  men  who  bad  watched  every 
movement  of  hia  political  lifei  who  had  aupported  and 
auatained  himt  who  bad  fought  tbeir  country'!  battlea, 
.-u . __..._,.. ,^b,«J«|, 


and  aerved  in  tbe  coutteila  of  the  nation,  • 


witb  hinti  who  had  mingled  aronml  the  aoeial  board 
with  himi  who,  in  abort,  in  every  aituation,  high  or  low, 
had  been  the  aaiue  coniiatent,  devoted  frienda.  To 
iuch  men  the  Preaident  did  feel  hlmieltaulhoriaed,  nay, 
called  upon,  when  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  hail 
not  only  preferred  chargca  againat  him  affecting  liia 
character,  but  even  went  ao  far  aa  to  condemn  bim  un- 
heard, to  give  aorae  explaiwlion.  That  explanation  waa 
contained  in  the  apeeeh  ha  encloaed.  It  waa  the  beat  he 
could  dai  it  wai  all  that  waa  left  lo  him  td  do.  He  waa 
not  permitted  to  apeak  for  himaelf.  He  waa  compelled 
to  take  aueh  expknationa  aa  the  few  and  bitliful  friend* 
to  the  eonatitution  and  tbe  lawa  in  the  Senate  would 
fiirniah  him.  But  it  ia  aaid  that  there  waa  bd  editorial 
article  in  the  tame  number  of  the  Globe, prcferringaooM 
ehai^  againat  Judge  Whilci  and  that,  therefore.  Gen- 
eral Jackion  did  not  •end  the  paper  bo  much  for  tbe 
purpoae  of  defending  himaelf  at  ij' circulating  an  edito- 
rial attack  on  Judge  White. 

Sir,  thia  ia  too  ahallow,  it  it  really  too  amall  a  matter. 
Honorable  gentlemen  muat  be  more  charitable.  No 
man  can  believe  that  General  Jackton  for  one  mooient 
thought  of,  or,  wlial  waa  moat  probable,  knew  of.  the  of. 
fen  live  article  in  relaiiiin  to  Judge  White.  And  none 
but  thoae  who,  like  Judge  While,  coukl  lore  the  inter- 
eat  of  General  Jackaon  better  than  their  awn,  would  ever 
have  thought  of  charging  the  Prewient  with  tbe  in- 
tention of  aaiailing  another  while  he  waa  only  defending 

Sir,  in  relation  lo  tbe  letter  to  the  Iter.  Hr.  Gwin,  ( 
bare  only  to  aay  that  no  gentleman  leaa  talented  tbaa 
the  member  from  Virginia  would  bare  ventured  toaantl 
the  principlea  therein  aet  forth.  But  the  gentleman  baa 
diacovered  in  that  letter  the  band  of  the  "  magiuan," 
and,  therefore,  he  ia  tomewhat  excuaable.  There  ia  a 
terror  in  the  popularity  of  that  individual  thai  never  hill 
to  itartle  tome  gentlemen  whenever  bia  name  ia  men- 
tioned. And  aince  it  ia  their  pleaaure  to  cheriah  it,  tbey 
thould  be  indulged,  free  of  reproach.  For  one,  I  caa 
only  aay  tliat  I  aball  continue,  aa  I  have  done,  to  Judge 
him  by  hia  acta,  ready  to  give  bim  my  aupport  in  tucb 
meaaurct  aa  1  believe  to  be  right,  and  equally  prepared 
lo  oppoae  him  in  whatever  1  believe  wrong.  But  to 
proceed;  General  Jackton  had  been  chained  with  an 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  preaidential  clcclion,  and 
that,  too,  in  the  National  Republican,  publitbed  at 
Nathvitle.  Tbitcbaige  he  knew  to  be  unfounded,  and 
calculated  to  produce  an  unpleatant  atate  of  frelb^  at 
home,  amidit  hia  early  and  eonitant  frlendat  and  to  one 
Dflhat  number  he  addr«taed  a  letter,  explaining  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view,  which  wat  to  contradict  the  report 
circulating  through  the  columna  of  that  paper.  For 
Ibii  aimple  act  the  Preaident  baa  paaaed  through  tbe 
handa  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  haa  recettred 
from  him  the  moit  unbounded  cenaure. 

Sir,  ihe  honorable  gentleman  abouldbavercmeinbetvd 
that  the  Preaident  waa  repelling,  not  making  «barg«^ 
when  the  letter  in  queation  waa  written.  Why,  the 
honorable  member  ft-om  Virginia  would  not  even  alluw 
the  Preaident  the  right  to  deny  that  be  had  interHered.  or 
Intended  tointerfere,  withthcapproaching  election.  Ifha 
remainaailentoitderihe  aecuiation,  every  body  ia  to  be- 
lieve it  true,  and  tbe  charge  could  then  be  made  with 
aoiite  propriety.  But,  it  aeema,  there  it  no  mode  bj 
which  the  Preaident  can  etcape  the  cenaure  of  the  oppo- 
Theorgan  of  Judge  White  in  Tenneaaeedtargea 
General  Jackaon  with  being  oppcaed  to  hia  election,  and 
unng  hia  infliienee  ^aintt  him.  General  Jackaon  ia  not 
to  deny  the  charge,  or  aay  one  word)  for  if  he  darea  te 
do  to,  the  very  act  of  defence  ia  to  be  laid  h<dd  of  aa 
'Sdrnceof  the  truth  of  the  einrgc. 
General  Jackaon,  in  hia  letter,  nyai  "  All  my  frienda 
uat  pctcelva  that,  to  be  cataiaten^  my  preference,  m 
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ftr  u  men  are  concerned,  ouf^bt  lo  be  for  him  who  is 
mod  likely  to  be  tho  choice  of  the  grett  body  aT  the 
Kpublionii"  ind  yet,  if  thii  indWiduiI  should*  nol  be 
Jndge  White,  the  editor  of  (he  Republican  ii  ready  to 
ery  out,  "  Diclilion!"  The  Prcaident  My*  lo  Hr. 
Owin,  *'  Toa  are  It  liberty  to  aay,  on  all  occaaioiu,  that, 
regai^inff  the  people  aa  the  true  aoorce  of  political 

J  lower,  1  am  always  ready  lo  how  to  thsir  will  and  their 
udgment."  And  Ihit  ia  the  letter  that  hai  been  iutro- 
doced  *•  evidence  of  "  dictation,"  ai  evidence  of  "  in- 
terference with  eleetioni."  Sir,  such  lentimenta  aland 
In  need  of  no  defenca  from  me.  I  ihould  but  injure 
the  force  of  truth,  I  ihould  inuilt  the  understanding,  by 
further  explanation  of  the  chargea  brooghl  aninsi  the 
President  in  thii  respect.  Let  the  pnerous  and  the  just, 
the  man  who  hai  character  to  lose,  deny  lo  any  indi- 
vidual, however  high  or  low,  in  this  country,  ihe  right 
to  defend  his  repulslion  from  the  ■•saulls  of  slander. 
Where  it  that  man  to  be  found?  I  believe  this  ri(rht  has 
never  been  denied  to  any  individual,  bowerer  humble 
hisatatlon,  exerpt  to  General  Jackson.  Fortunately  for 
him,  for  the  age,  and  for  the  country,  he  does  not  re- 
quire it.  Hii  memory  lives  embalmed  in  the  hearti  of 
his  countrymen.  His  virtue  wii  never  seduced)  Wit 
patriotism  was  never  corrupted.  He  stands  not  solitary 
and  alone,  unhooored  and  unbeloved.  No,  sir;  whilst 
memory  remainB,  whilst  the  fire  of  patriDtism  burns  in 
an  American  bosom,  whilst  free  institutions  are  cherished, 
m  long  will  the  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  be  remembered 
•a  the  fearless,  honest,  and  able  defender  ofyourconsti- 
tulion  and  laws.     One  word  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done. 

My  object '•  not  to  eulogize.  That  office  has  been  filled 
by  those  who  ara  now  arrayed  against  the  President.  I 
worship  at  no  man's  altiri  my  purpose  is  not  to  be  ac- 
complished by  such  shallow  dcTices.  Uy  aim  ia  higher. 
It  is  of  but  111  tie  consequrnce  what  star  is  about  loseL 
We  should  look  well  tu  our  institutional  see  that  there  is 
neither  danger  at  home  nor  abroad— do  Ibis  Taith fully; 
and  I  ask  for  this  ad  mi  nisi  rati  on  and  the  Chief  Hagia- 
traie,  "lo  each  do  justice,  Ihoueh  the  heavens ihouU 
611." 

When  Hr.  Towss  had  concluded, 

Ur.  FRENCH  took  the  floor,  and  exprcsKd  a  wilh 
to  address  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

On  motion,  the  committee  then  roee,  and 

The  Uouae  adjourned. 

Thorsdii,  Hit  13. 
TENNESSEE  FBNSIONEBS. 
The  engroMed  bill  providii^  for  tiM  payment  of  cer- 
tain pensioners  at  Puluki,  in  Tenneaaee,  waa  taken  up, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  SHIELDS,  and  amended,  by  general 

Hr.  SHIELDS  said  he  hoped  that  no  aerious  objec- 
tion would  be  ini'Sled  on  by  sny  member  of  the  Houae 
to  the  paiBsge  of  this  bill.  A  good  portion  of  the  dis- 
trict oJ  country  embrsced  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
(in  which  a  very  considerable  number  of  revolutionary 
pensionera  reside)  w»«  more  than  a  hundred  miles  dia- 
tani  from  any  agency  now  established  by  Uw  in  Tennes- 
see for  the  payment  of  United  States  pensioners. 

He  said  many  of  the  pension*  allowed  by  the  bounty 
of  the  Government  to  (hts  meritorious  class  of  our  citr- 
lens  were  scarcely  aufltcieni  to  compenaate  ibem  for  the 
time,  trouble  and  ezpenac,  of  ffoing  to  and  returning 
from  the  respective  agencies  where  they  now  received 
payment. 

Some  inquiry,  he  said,  had  been  made  as  to  the  sol- 
vency of  the  bink  at  Puliaki,  in  answer  to  which  he  had 
the  satisfactian  to  say  that  Ihe  bank  at  that  place  was  in 
■  most  excellent  e<Hidition.  None,  he  presumed,  wa* 
m»re  fo  in  any  gf  the  State*.    It  wu  aot  only  *otvcnt| 


but  well  conducted,  by  enlightened  and  accommodatinit 
officers.  In  addition  to  this,  he  said,  ibe  bill  ws*  weU 
guarded  by  cautious  proviMM,  so  ai  lo  prevent  imposiltoa 
on  the  Government  or  any  increase  of  expenditure  to 
the  public  Treasury.  Dnder  theae  circumstancca,  h« 
asked,  where  could  be  the  prvpriety  of  withholding  ihb 
convenience  from  Ihe  few  surviving  veterans  of  the  Revo- 
lution contemplated  in  Ihe  bill'  If  any  risk,  hatard, 
or  additional  expenie,  was  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the 
paasage  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  improper  to  insist  on  it. 
But  such  was  not  the  case.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
genllemen  would  withdraw  their  opposition  to  this  mea*- 
ure,  which,  (although  not  of  much  importance  in  itself,} 
he  bad  much  at  heart,  and  sufTer  it  to  paM  without  fur> 
'  ther  controversy. 

Alter  lome  coovrraation,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  paased. 

MISRF,PRESENTATIONS  CORRECTED. 


of  Ibe 

;porlers  or  lettei^ writers,  of  hla  remarks  on  the  bill 
providing  for  the  prolection  of  the  Western  frontier. 
Some  penont  were  admitted  upon  the  floor,  under  the 
name  of  reporters,  who  were  correapondents  for  distant 
papers.  The  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Courier 
and  Enquirer,  and  the  correapondent  for  Ihe  Philadel- 
phia Inquirer,  had  made  statements  of  hi*  remarks  on 
that  bill  which  were  not  founded  in  fact.  The  former 
ststed  thst  he  made  an  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  The  Philadelphia  correspondent  said  that  he  un- 
derstood him  (Hr.  G,  >  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  that  there 
waa  so  much  noise  and  confiision  in  the  hsll  that  he  wa* 
not  quite  certain  he  correctly  understood  him;  and  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  he  (Ur.  G.)  would  correct  Ihe 
statement  if  it  waa  erroneous.  Mr.  G.  went  on  to  state 
that  he  was  in  &vor  of  that  measure,  and  expressed  hla 
approbation  of  it,  before  it  waa  taken  up,  and  in  his  re- 
marks  upon  It.  He  had  not  Intended  to  address  the 
Hnuae  on  the  subject,  but  was  drawn  into  tlie  discussion 
of  the  alTairs  of  Texas,  though  the  subject  was  not  inti- 
msteJy  connected  with  the  bill,  by  following  otherroem- 
bers  who  had  thrown  out  some  remarks  which  might, 
he  thought,  lead  to  misipprehenslon.  It  was  Ihe  more 
extraordinary  that  he  should  be  rrprrscnted  as  apposing 
the  bill,  inasmudi  as  hit  name  wai  recorded,  in  Ihe  list 
of  yeas  ind  naya,  as  having  voted  in  the  affirmative  on 
its  passage,  and  as  he  represented  the  very  dittrict  of 
country  on  the  frontier  which,  more  llisn  any  other,  w»* 
interested  in  the  adoption  of  Ibe  measure.  He  hoped 
this  would  be  a  lesson  to  those  writers  to  b«  more  cau- 
tious in  their  sistemenlat  and  Ihe  House,  he  hoped, 
would  not  again  give  occasion  for  the  statement  that, 
owing  to  noise  snd  confuuon  on  Ihe  floor,  the  dcbaie* 
COulJnot  be  underitood. 

Mr.  ADAMS  understood,  he  said,  that  he  had  been 
represented  aa  having  opposed  the  bill  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana.  He  wikhed,  therefore, 
lo  say  that  he  did  not  oppose  it,  and  tha',  in  the  matt 
distinct  manner,  he  did  support.il.  He  voted  for  it,  and 
his  vole  was  recorded.  There  was  a  slill  grosser  mis- 
re  preaentation  in  a  press  of  this  cily  in  regard  to  his  re- 
marks on  Ihst  bill.  He  wss,  by  one  newspaper,  repre- 
sented as  saying  that  "he  preferred  to  have  Trxaa  a 
black  colony  than  to  liave  it  anneied  to  the  Uniteil 
States."  He  certainly  mide  no  such  remark,  and  be 
appealed  to  every  mrmber  of  the  Houie  in  support  of 
this  drclarallon.  This  sort  of  misrepresentation  could 
not  be  made  with  good  Intentions.  In  the  report  in  Iha 
National  Intelligencer  of  thia  morning  of  the  few  worda 
be  Mid  yesterday  in  reply  to  tome  remarks  from  tl>c  gen- 
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tlemin  from  Oeorfp*,  (here  were  gKn  iniirrpreient&- 
tions)  Ihough  he  did  not  mein  to  uy  that,  in  Ihli  irutinee, 
they  irere  inlenlionil.  He  w«,(  made  lo  lay  th>t  thii 
tnaifer  of  the  public  printing  in  Tenneuee,  mtdc  at 
the  irwtince  of  GenenI  Jaekion,  w*i  the  lubject  of 
great  excitement,  or  lome  luch  ihlnn^i  he  did  not  re- 
member the  word  exaclly.  He  made  no  remirk  ii  lo 
the  efiect  of  that  act.  He  Mated  that  he  never  did  dis- 
miu  any  man  from  any  office  whatever,  either  while  be 
wa*  Secretary  of  Slate  or  President,  for  any  polilical 
collide  rat  ion  I  that  Ihii  courie  was  diaapproved  by  many 
of  hia  friendi,  and  that,  in  a  hiitorlca)  work,  thia  policy 
wag  mentioned  ai  the  principal  cauae  why  he  waa  ao  un- 
tueceasful  at  a  candidate  for  re-election.  The  report, 
bovever,  repreaented  ihii  aa  being  laid  by  himaelf,  in- 
■tead  of  the  work,  3o  far  from  aCatlng  thia  aa  a  principal 
cauie  of  hia  want  of  tucceai,  he  did  not  believe  that  it 
had  any  influence  whatever  upon  the  reiult,  Aa  Iheie 
rcpreaenlationa  had  fcone  out  to  the  world,  he  had 
thought  proper  to  make  thia  ataiemenli  and  be  would 
declare  tlia>,  lo  fur  aa  concerned  himietf,  except  in  the 
oiea  in  which  the  reports  were  brought  to  him  for  re- 
vlaion,  he  had  never  opened  hia  lipi  to  apeak  ten  wurda, 
without  being  mitrrprcaenled. 

PROCEEDS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  conaideration  of  the  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  diitribute  the  proceeda  of  the  aalea  of  the 

public  landa  among  the  several  States,  and  to  grant  landa 

Three  propoiitions  were  pending;  the  first  was  to  re- 
fer the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  ataie 
of  the  Unionj  Ihe  aecond  to  refer  it  to  the  Commiitee  on 
.the  Public  Land*,  and  the  third  that  it  be  referrtd  to 
the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Meant. 

Mr.  LANE  aald  it  waa  not  his  purpose  lo  detain  Ihe 
House  by  a  diicuaiion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill)  tint 
when  it  bIiiII  be  in  order,  it  waa  hia  inlentiun  not  only  to 
give  hia  opinion,  but  his  toIf,  fearlessly  and  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conicience  uf  right  and  wrong. 
That  he  waa  deeply  impresard  with  ils  importance,  and 
of  the  opinions  and  wiahes  of  those  whom  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent  on  that  flixn-.  That  he  waa  also 
■ware  of  the  political  importance  attached  lo  it,  in 
reference  to  the  pendinic  presidential  election  by  a 
party  in  thia  country,  and  by  certain  aspirants  for  that 
office  both  here  and  elsewhere.  Sir,  had  any  doub'a 
existed  of  [hia  fuet,  tlie  diaiinguiahed  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Giixaix,]  in  hia  remarks,  would  have 
diasipated  tliem.  He  aeiroed  to  apeak  of  it  with  pecu- 
liar emphasis;  lo  hail  it  as  the  rising  atar  of  promisei  to 
gazL'  upon  it  at  the  hnpe  of  political  p'liver  and  personal 
■g'Hrandiiementi  a  star  he  wa  willing  to  worihtp,  in 
reFerence  to  which  he  had  nothing  lo  conceal.  His 
opinions  upon  tlul  and  every  other  subject  were  open 
to  all  as  noonday — no  secrets,  no  maionryi  but  hia 
whole  soul  thrown  open  to  public  view,  In  all  the  beauty 
•nd  grandeur  of  anti-masonry. 

Sir,  said  Ur.  L.,  the  onfy  question  before  the  Hotise 
it,  whether  the  bill  shall  be  referred  to  one  of  three 
committees.  He  vaafor  aending  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  snd  Means,  which  would  be  in  Conformity 
wiihlhe  uniform  practice  of  the  House-  Why  should 
thia  bill  be  taken  out  uf  the  common  cinirae  of  legisls. 
lion? — a  bill  which,  whether  ue  consider  It  with  reference 
to  tiie  Elates,  Ihe  naliun,  or  the  revenue,  is  frau^t  willi 
more  of  good  or  evil  than  any  measure  ever  agitaltd  in 
this  hall.  The  bill,  iT  pstsed,  may,  in  its  consequences, 
swallow  up  the  sovereignly  of  the  Stales,  and  convert 
Ihe  Federal  Government  into  assessors  and  collectors  of 
the  Stale  GovernmcntSi  the  oppressor  of  the  peoplr, 
the  isking  from  the  many  and  returning  to  Ihe  fewi  a 
bill  that  may  dry  up  all  the  streams  of  emigratiun  tu  the 


West,  and  check  her  growing  proaperity.  It  may  pro- 
duce a  state  of  things  that  will  convert  Ihe  Grneral 
Government  to  tas-gatherera,  and  the  West  and  South 
to  tax-payera. 

Sir,  what  does  the  bill  propose'  Not  an  ordinary 
appropriation,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  olherwiae  appropriated,  but  to  take  fiom 
the  TresBury  tens  of  millions  that  have  already  been 
appropriated  and  expended.  Send  it  to  the  Commiitee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  whose  duty  it  la  to  examine  alt 
questions  in  relation  to  Ihe  revenue,  and  let  them  in> 
form  the  House  if  Buch  an  appropriation  can  be  borne 
by  Ihe  Treasuryi  whether  ii  will  not  interfere  with  iha 
ordinary  expendituret  oF  the  Govemmenl.  Thit  will 
enable  the  House  to  act  knowingly  and  speedily.  It  it 
objected  that  Ihe  commiitee  will  not  act  promptly  upon 
the  aubjectt  that  it  will  aleep  in  llie  committee  room. 
Shouldtheydelayaclion,  heasBUted  the  Houae  he  would 
vole  with  gentlemen  to  compel  action  upon  it|  that  it 
was  imporunt  thia  bill  ahouUI  be  disposed  of,  finally 
disposed  of,  aa  early  aa  possible,  that  the  Houae  may 
make  some  other  diaposition  of  the  aurplui  revenue, 
eUher  by  a  general  division,  a  loan  lo  the  Btatea,  or  in 
Slate  alocka;  for  he  could  assure  genllemen,  whatever 
might  be  bit  opinion  of  the  bill,  it  never  would  become 
a  law.  Sir,  no  one  it  more  desirous  of  making  soma 
final  diapoaition  of  that  portion  of  the  revenue  not  called 
for  by  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Govemmeril, 
than  the  individual  who  addresses  you.  To  accompliab 
It,  he  will  go  as  far  aa  any  onet  nor  will  he  ever  a^ree 
lo  adjourn  until  Ihal  subject  ahall  be  disposed  of  in  a 
mtnner  aaliafaetory  to  the  people  and  to  Ihe  nation. 
Upon  this  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  like  the  honon- 
ble  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Ur.  Gbmbeb.]  I  have 
nothing  lo  conceal— nothing  to  fear.  That  genlleman 
■eema  to  think  Ihe  money  in  the  handa  of  the  •dminit- 
tralion  to  be  dangerous.  Whether  these  suspicions  be 
well  founded  or  not,  I.  fur  one,  am  desirous  lo  relieve 
ihem  from  the  responsibility,  and  from  auch  tutpicluiis. 
The  gentleijian  acema  to  have  hung  a  war  speech  upon 
the  bill;  and,  in  moat  glowing  and  eloquent  language, 
informed  the  House  of  what  all  know,  that  war  was  a 
scourge  lo  a  nstiont  that  it  drew  the  widow's  tears,  and 
blasted  the  orphan's  hopest  that  pledges  have  been 
given  and  violated,  and  that  a  failure  tu  act  may  CMsa 
tills  dome  to  tremble  over  our  heads. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  iinconacious  of  any  violated  pledges 
on  the  part  of  Ihe  adminialralion.  Therefore,  I  have  no 
fears  from  that  source,  and  would  to  God  [  bsd  none 
from  any  other.  Sir,  when  the  Stales  ahall  become 
penaionera  upon  Ihe  Treaaury,  and  millioiia  taken  from 
all  and  relumed  lo  the  fewt  when  Ihe  office  of  President 
and  Vice  President  shall  be  sought  for  other  than  at  the 
ballot.bux,  by  Ihe  undisturbed  judgment  of  Ihe  peo- 
plei  when  poliltcat  aapiranta  fur  that  office  shall  be  aeen 
going  over  ihe  country,  eating  dinners,  and  making 
apeechest  when  this  House  i-hall  be  msde  the  arena  fur 
aspirants  to  that  office,  hitherto  the  voluntary  gift  of  a 
free  peoplr,  as  ihe  reward  of  virtue  and  patriotiami  then 
we  may  fear  snd  expect  to  see  virtue,  patriotism,  and 
worth,  disregardedi  ihe  public  Inlereat  neglected)  the 
Union  torn  into  fragment*)  civil  war  Ihe  order  of  tlie 
day,  and  a  country  In  ruina.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will 
the  gentleman's  picture  be  real'eedi  then  will  flow  the 
widow's  tears,  Ihe  orphan's  prospects  be  blasted,  and 
man's  beat  aid  laat  hope  annihilated.  Then  may  this 
dome  not  only  tremble,  but  ciumble  benealh  our  feet. 
Sir,  1  trutt  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Cuinmittce  of 
Way*  and  Means,  acted  upon,  and  finally  paaied  or  re- 
jected by  the  House. 

Mr.  HOitHIS,  of  Pennaylranla,  said  he  doubted  whe- 
ther all  that  he  had  to  aiy  upon  thia  queelion  was  worth 
the  paina  he  had  lakeu  to  obt«iu  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
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ptMeoTexpreMdn^lti  but  not  knowing  whether  he  nhould 
■pin  bife  Ibe  opponunity  of  occupying  the  floor,  ba 
Nu  iHad  or  the  preienl  oceuion,  and  be  (hould  ute  it 
in  anering  hi*  opinion  upon  the  preaenl  queitlon  of 
Tcrerence.  He  icireei;  li)ou(;ht,  iitbc  bill  ihoutd  ever 
GMBC  to  b«  uted  upon  in  the  Hoiwe,  that  he  *hould  uk 
tbeir  •ttention  to  uij  renurlu  or  hit  upon  itt  meriti.  It 
vu  aeubjeet  with  which  Ibe  people  were  ■]remdy  ^n- 
•rsHy  aequiinledt  it  bad  received  the  eontideration  of 
the  public)  it  bad  been  diKUMed  in  the  public  piper* 
and  ofBdal  coaimunicationii  and  pr<Aablj  all  tbe  light 
of  which  it  wat  MiMeptible  had  been  abed  upon  it  by 
tbe  able  argument*  or  gentlemen  in  this  or  the  other 
branch  of  CongreM.  He  ahould  confine  hinueir  in  hi* 
preaent  remark*  to  the  queMion  imniediatelf  under 
Goniiderationt  he  ihnuld  not  follow  the  example  (whe- 
ther proper  (br  imllaiion  or  not  he  would  not  lay)  of 
taking  the  wide  range  into  topic*  which  he  canceived  to 
be  foreign  from  the  queation  on  hand.  Beaide*,  be 
had  IIMened  to  the  remark*  of  gentlemen  upon  thi* 
ioor,  whoae  experience  here  enabled  them  to  preaent 
all  the  riew*  of  the  nibject,  and  their  argument*,  a*  be 
believed,  being  more  iipportant  upon  the  merit*  than 
bia  own.  He  thought  he  ahould  not  take  up  the  time, 
to  tbe  exeluiion  of  all  other*  who  maf  with  to  apeak,  *o 
near  a*  be  hoped  the  pre«ent  wai  to  the  doM  of  the 

Hr.  H.  laid  he  waa  more  anxioua  to  take  the  preaenl 
oceadon  to  expreaa  an  opinion,  in  diacharge  of  hi*  duly, 
from  the  bet  that  Ibe  people  of  tbe  Biata  which  be  ' 


in  Ibe  ftte  of  Ifaii  bill.  The  L^iUtura  of  the  SUte  of 
Pennq'IrBnia  bad  repeatedlir,  at  different  aeatian*,  ind 
more  recently,^  at  the  aeauon  of  the  lait  winter,  «• 
preaied  tbeir  aentlmenti  upon  the  uibject- matter  of  Ihe 
bill,  in  the  foil  owing  manner: 

"  BttoktdbytiuSaimtandBoHttof  E^irtientatboaof 
ihe  ComnwttoiaOh  ef  Ptmut/bama  in  Gtntrat  J$»tmblj/ 
met.  That  our  Senator*  Id  Congrcaa  be  inatructed,  and 
our  fiepreaenlalive*  requeated,  to  iiae  tbeir  influence  to 
procure  the  patiage  of  a  law  to  dlilribnte  the  proceed* 
*riiing,  or  which  may  hate  ariaen,  from  thenleoflbe 
public  land*,  anongat  Ibe  aeveral  Statei,  in  proportion 
to  tbe  number  of  member*  from  each  Stale  in  ihe 
Hou*e  of  Repreaeniativci  of  the  United  Bt*lea." 

It  WB*  in  aecordince  with  lhe«e  lentjmenta,  repeated- 
ly eipreaaed,  and  wiib  these  itrong  recommendation*  of 
Ihe  Legialature  at  il«  Ute  aeauon,  a*  well  a*  in  conformity 
with  Ilia  own  opinion*  and  feeling*,  that,  in  the  language 
uf  (be  reaolulion,  he  would  at  tbe  pre*ent  time  "uie  lii* 
influence"  to  obtain  for  thia  bill  aucb  a  reference  ai 
would  be  moat  likely  to  inuire  an  expreaaion  of  tbia 
Hoiue  upon  ii,  rather  Ihan  that  it  ihouU  he  left  to  *lcep 
or  expiic  within  tbe  aetnon. 

It  I*  propoaed,  Mr.  Speaker,  (aaid  he,)  lo  refer  thi* 
bill  making  approprialioiu  of  Iha  aurplu*  proceed*  of 
the  public  land*  lo  one  of  three  committee* — eilber 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Iloute  on  the  alate 
of  the  Union,  or  lo  ihe  Commiitee  of  Way*  and  Hcana, 
or  lo  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Public  Laadai  in  either 
of  which  commiitee*  I  mean  not  to  lay  but  it  would 
receive  the  ittention  and  deliberation  which  ita  merit* 
demand.  The  queition  ia  then  preaented,  whether  a 
reference  to  either  of  the  atandin^  cmnnuitee*  of  thi* 
Houae  would  afford  the-  mean*  ol  more  prompt  and 
apeedy  action,  or  whether  the  immediate  reference  to 
the  Cammittee  of  tbe  Whole  would  not  place  the  auh- 
jecl  in  a  alate  aa  favorable  for  Icgiilation  a*  if  the  mure 
formal  and  alow  method  be  adopted. 

I  iuppoae  it  may  be  aanimed  a*  a  poMlion  incontro- 
vertible, that  there  i*  no  gentlemen  inlhia  h«ll  but  what, 
other  thinga  being  equal,  would  lay  hi*  ottJect  and  pur- 
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poae  i*  to  give  *uch  a  direction  to  thi*  and  all  other  Mdt- 
jecls  a*  would  beat  promote  and  facilitate  the  concurrent 
action  of  both  bnnchei  of  Congreaif  thai,  if  tbe  subject 
bai  merit*,  it  ahould  be  to  diipoied  of  a*  to  be  acted 
upon  and  pa**ed.  If,  then,  thi*  be  Ibe  caae,  unleaa 
good  and  auffieieni  reason*  can  be  advanced  for  firat  re- 
ferring thi*  m*tler  lo  a  alanding  committee,  I  hope  it 
will  go  Immediately  and  at  once  to  Ihe  Committee  of  Iba 
Whole,  both  for  de*p*tcb  and  effective  legi*lation.  It  - 
ha*  been  aaid  that  if  it  be  referred  to  the  Commiltae  on 
the  Public  Land*,  Ibey  mav  make  lucb  auggeition*  and 
atlerttion*  in  Ihe  propoied  bill  a*  may  meet  the  wiabea 
both  of  tbe  friend*  of  thi*  bill  and  of  tbe  bill  for  gradu- 
ating the  price*  of  the  public  land*.  It  it  true  Iber* 
may  be  modificalioni  propoaed  in  the  committee,  but 
tbe  same  may  be  propoaed,  deliberated  upon,  and 
diicuaaed,  in  the  Committee  of  the  Wholei  nor  can  it 
be  auppOaed,  if  *uch  alteration*  *hould  be  m*de  in  tb* 
(landing  committee,  tb*t  that  circumatsnoe  would  pre- 
vent or  forccloae  alteralion*,  propoMtion^  and  debate,  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  be  underatood  the 
true  purpoie  and  uae  of  alanding  committee*,  it  wai  to 
take  into  conrideration  memori*!*,  resolution*,  and  mat- 
ter* connected  with  them  In  their  incidental  atage,  or 
bitb,  if  their  recent  Introduction  and  novelty  render  it 
ezpedieolt  *o  that,  having  them  before  them,  and  all 
tbe  facta,  which  may  be  numerou*  and  diversified,  and 
with  which  it  is  not  presumed  the  Houae  are  acquainted, 
they  (the  ttanding  committees}  may  give  auch  a  eoi>- 
denaed  form  to  the  subject,  with  their  reeommendatioM^ 
ai  to  place  it  intelligibly  before  tbe  Hou*e,  and  en*bt« 
it  to  make  uich  final  di*po*ition  of  the  matter  a*  they 
may  tbink  it  right  and  proper  to  do. 

Objection*  have  been  made  to  Ihe  reference  of  thia 
bill,  upon  the  ground  that  tlie  appropriation  bills  ahooM 
firat  be  acted  on  and  paised  before  thi*  ia  taken  up,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  known  whether  there  will  he  any 
mrplu*  in  Ihe  Treasury  to  be  distributed.  Wh*tever 
weight  there  may  be  in  that  objection,  it  i*  met  and  an- 
*wered,  in  great  part,  by  the  operation  of  the  tpecial 
order  of  January  last,  giving  precedence  to  the  Bppn>* 
priRtion  bill*  over  othera.  I  presume  the*  will  flnt 
be  called  up  and  diiposed  of  before  thi*  bill  coutd  be 
paiaed.  But  if  it  ia  meant  to  be  contended  that  tM*  bill 
*h*ll  not  be  reported  by  a  standing  committee  until  all 
the  appropriation  bill*  are  finally  acted  upon  by  this 
Hou*e  and  Senate,  and  ahall  receive  Ibe  aanction  of  Ibtt 
Kiecutive,  then  the  consequence  i*  apparent  and  inevi- 
table, that  Ihii  bill  i*  not  to  be  reported  by  the  (landing 
comnittee:  or,  if  ao,  it  will  be  *o  late  in  the  aeirion  aa 
to  render  it  impracticable  to  give  to  it  that  conaideratloa 
which  it  deaerrea,  and  lo  place  It  in  a  ailuation  that  it  ia 
not  probable  it  could  receive  Ihe  legialative  action  of 
Congresa  during  this  session.  So  that  it  appears  to  me, 
whatever  weight  Ihe  argument  in  favor  of  waiting  for 
thi*  purpo*e  may  otherwise  liave,  it  i*  removed  by  dM 
poailion  in  which  Ibe  bunne**  of  ihe  House  is  placed  by 
antecedent  rule^  and  by  the  fact  that  it  ia  a  virtual  de> 
nial  of  Ibe  considermlion  of  the  bill. 

Thia  bill  ha*  already  pa**ed  Ihe  Sen*le  of  the  United 
St*te*(  and  although  I  mean  not  lo  *ay  Ihal  It  i*  not  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  eiimine  thia  and  all  othei  hill* 
that  *re  acnt  here,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  incumbent  duly  of 
the  Huuae,  and  of  every  member,  to  examine  and  jiKlge 
for  bimaelf  of  the  propriety  of  every  ineaMiret  yet  it  did 
*lrike  me,  whether  correctly  or  not  I  leave  for  othera  to 
*ay,  a*  1  have  not  heard  the  argument  uaed,  that  after 
the  aubjecl  bad  received  *o  much  of  the  public  al> 
tentiont  after  it  had  occupied  te  much  of  ihe  con- 
lideralion  of  the  Senate,  where  thia  bill  h>*  been  for  be- 
tween four  and  five  month*,  and  ot  ihe  member*  of  thi* 
Houae,  (for  it  is  within  Ihe  recDllection  of  every  one, 
thai  during  the  diicassion  there,  for  a  part  of  the  time 
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a  leut,  Mcb  va*  Ihe  inleitM  *nxi«(r  of  mcmben,  thit 
it  WM  ilifBcuLt  ta  keep  a  quorum  here  to  trtnwct  the 
current  buiineu  wbich  wu  (hen on  hindO  ifter  kU  thi*, 
I  lubmit  lo  the  conndrnlion  of  ^ntlemen  whether  the 
oomity  to  be  shown  by  one  co-onjinile  branch  of  the 
LegisUture  to  another,  and  the  reipect  which  \t  due  to 
Ihe  labor  bettowed  by  the  Senile,  and  the  time  occu- 
pied there,  would  not  dictate  «uch  a  courie  in  llie  dn- 
ptnltion  of  thia  bill  ii  may  not  leave  the  labor  employed, 
and  the  time  eonaumed  there,  (o  be  uaelen  and  vain  for 
•II  the  practical  purpoaea  of  legiBlition. 

Thif  bill  propoiea  lo  diitribute  a  portion  of  Ibe  public 
fund*  of  the  Government,  about  wnicb  there  hai  been 
(I  think  I  am  Mfe  in  aaying)  more  anxiety  than  upon 
any  other  subject  lo  which  the  public  attention  has  been 
called  during  the  present  aenion.  When  baa  been  the 
day  that  the  inquiry  hu  not  pasied  from  one  member  of 
thia  Hoiue  lo  another,  "what  ahall  be  done  mtb  Ihe 
lurplui  money  in  the  Treaauryf"  li  not  the  same  loliol- 
tuds  manireated  from  all  quarter*  of  the  country,  and  by 
all  who  wilneta  the  deliberaliuna  of  tliii  botly  F  if,  then, 
that  queation  ia  deemed  ao  rilil  to  the  purity  of  the 
OorernnenI,  and  so  important  lo  ita  failhlul  atlminialra- 
tion,  it  cannot  bil  to  appear  to  every  one,  that  Ihii  lead- 
ing and  abaorbiflg  gubicci,  which  tendi  to  the  purpose, 
ht  leait  one  of  the  purpoael,  of  diapoMng  of  the  aurplua 
fondi  of  the  Government,  ahould  be  placed  in  auch  a 

S 'tuition  *a  that  the  opinion  of  thia  Houie  may  be  in- 
icated,  and  the  vote  ol  membera  be  taken  upon  the 
main  queation,  without  the  hazard  of  getting  no  vote  at 
ftll  Dpon  that  quealion- 

It  is,  then,  of  importance  to  the  country  and  to  Con- 
grcH  lliat  this  bill  should  be  aeted  upon  u  speedily  and 
eifectivcly  ai  its  nature  will  admit  of.  But  while  it  is 
important  in  this  point  of  view  that  thit  Honae  ahould 
e^nne  up  at  once  to  Ihe  matter  before  them,  it  is  not  leu 
important  to  the  Statea,  with  reference  to  the  ulterior 
ditpotition  which  ihey  may  make  of  their  proportionate 
thare  of  theae  proceeds,  iipon  the  auppotition  thai  the 
bill  ihoutd  pan  into  a  law,  that  it  should  be  known  what 
ii  lo  be  ita  fate.  If  the  bill  ahould  pan  into  a  law,  and 
paia  in  aeaton,  Ihc  Legiilaluret  of  lome  of  Ihe  Stales 
may  convene,  (such  at  leail  may  be  the  case  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,)  and  be  in  session  In  atifficient  time  lu 
psas  upon  the  aubjrct,  wbieh,  in  that  event,  would  be- 
oome  an  interesting  question,  and  worthy  of  immediate 
consideration  by  the  Legialaturesof  Ihe  respeetive  States. 
In  this  aapect  of  Ibe  matter,  this  refonn,  in  my  appre- 
beoMon,  acquires  additional  eontequence,  and  in  thia 
point  of  view,  alM,  1  hope  it  will  be  eonudered  by  this 

Sir,  (aaid  he,)  I  have  but  little  more  at  this  lime  to 
trouble   the  Uouae    with.     Ttieie  are   my  reaaons  for 
urging  the  reference  of  this  bill  lo  auch  a  committee  as 
will  give  lo  it  Ihe  ittention  of  all  its  members,  ind  insure 
the  vote  of  members  on  one  side  or  Ihe  other  without 
delayi  it  is  not  speeches  thai  are  wanted.     Upon  this  I 
was  forcibly  struck  with  an  obscrvstion  of  the  honorable 
gemteman  over  Ihe  way,  [Mr.  ADuaa,]  at  Ihe  early  part 
of  Ihe  aessioni  I  have  since  thought  it  one  of  Ihe  \ 
essential  Iruiims  which  has  been  pronounced  here 
seatioti^  "  that  all  would  agree  that  a  vole  was  of  n 
eoniequence  here  thin  a  speech."     In  conclusion,  a 
have  only  to  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  come  up  and  meet 
this  question  fairly  and  independenllyi  it  ia  scarcely  to  be 
supposed  that  an  opinion  is  yet  to  be  formed,  or  a  ve- 
to be  changed,  by  any  thing  that  will  be  aaid  or  done 
Million  to  this  subject.     The  iruit  is  confided  to  ui 
aeiing,  and  so  to  acl  ai  to  advance  the  public  interest) 
thit  when  a  public  measure  Is  in  itself  unworthy  of    ' 
Mnction  of  ihli  House,  to  put  oar  negative  upon  ii 
loeans  direct)  but,  it  it  be  meritorioa^  lo  carry  out  the 
neaiu  of  making  it  cfieauil- 


Mr.  WILUAHS,  of  Kentucky,  gave  (he  reaaoni 
which  had  induced  him  to  move  to  refer  Ihe  bill  lo  Ihe 
Commiltceof  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union.  He 
wished  to  be  permitted  to  remark,  slihoujth  it  might 
seem  somewhat  strange  to  some  gentlemen,  thai  Uiii 
bill  waa  not  a  very  favorite  neawre  with  himi  notwitb- 
stsnding,  he  thought  it  probable  that  he  ihould  vote  for 
it.  Tliere  were  objections  to  Ihe  bill  which  he  should 
like  to  see  removed)  11111  he  did  not  know  but  he  diould 
be  induced  to  vote  for  it.  He  wsa  opposed  to  referring 
the  bill  to  the  Commillee  of  Ways  and  Hean^  because 
he  considered  that  lo  refer  il  to  that  committee  would  be 
Isnlamount  to  a  rejection  of  it.  That  committee,  h« 
believed,  never  would  report  it  to  Ihe  House,  but  would 
hold  it  back,  as  they  had  done  another  measure  of  his 
which  they  had  in  their  poaaession. 

Mr.  CAMBHELENG  ezpUined.  It  was  true  tlMt  the 
committee  had  not  reported  on  that  gentleman's  tesola' 
lion.  He  hoped,  however,  that  Ihe  committee  would 
not  be  censured  for  this,  because  it  must  be  admitted  by 
all,  that  Ibe  report  which  he  was  Instracted  shortly  to 
make  Would  be  much  more  satisfactory  to  Ihc  Houae 
and  lo  Ihe  country  than  a  report  could  have  been  in 
February  lial,  *s  Ihey  would  Iwve  a  much  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  slate  of  the  Soamcea  now  than  thejr  could 
have  had  then. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS  aaid  the  esplanalion  waa  not  aatiihc- 
tory,  as  his  proputition,  which  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meant  had  under  conilderalion,  did  not  specif  • 
tingle  dollar  Ihat  was  lobe  disturbed.  It  only  proposed 
to  dislribiite  Ihe  surplus  g  and  if  there  waa  no  torphia  at 
the  end  of  Ihe  year,  ihere  would  be  nodialHbution.  Mr. 
W.  contended  that  there  was  no  necearity  to  refer  the 
bill  to  one  of  the  standing  commillee*  of  the  Houte,  but 
that  il  should  be  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  where  it  could  be  diMUMed, 
amended,  snd  acted  upon  at  Ihe  present  teaiion. 

Hr.  BYNUU  aaid  the  course  Uken  by  gentlemen  on 
the  present  occasion  waa  such  Ihat  he  waa  diqiossd  to 
doubt  their  sincerity.  It  appeared  lo  him  thit  tbey  could 
not  believe  their  own  astertiona.  The  gentleman  who 
hail  just  iddreiaed  the  House,  and  Ihe  gentlfman  which 
addreased  the  House  yesterday,  [Hr.  Gaiveia,]  bad  told 
them  Ihat  it  was  important  I  bat  the  subject  should  be 
icted  upon  immedlalelyt  tbst  Ihe  coun'ry  required  im- 
mediate action.  Did  those  gentlemen  tuppoac  that  they 
could  carry  a  measure  like  this,  without  Ihere  being  sa- 
gacity enough  among  the  democracy  lo  detect  ita  fallacy  f 
II  was  a  mittsket  the  democrscy  were  not  so  simple 
»a  the  friends  of  thia  measure  seemed  to  soppote.  T\\t 
gentleman  who  addressed  the  House  on  yesterday  wi'.h- 
ed  to  liive  the  House  act  on  the  bill  immediately.  He 
aaid,  pas*  the  bill  now,  and  il  becomes  a  law.  Now,  he 
would  tak  genlletoen  if  they  believed  thii)  or  if  the 
people  of  the  country  believed  W  Be  would  ask  every 
honest  man  of  Ihat  House:  he  would  aik  the  geotleman 
from  New  York,  and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
whether  ihey  believed  that  Ihit  bill  would  become  a  law, 
even  if  it  SiA  paas  the  House  thit  session?  No)  Ihey 
well  knew  the  President  would  veto  it.  Had  he  not  al- 
ready vetoed  a  similar  bilH  Yet  ibis  firm  old  man,  who 
never  swerved  when  he  once  made  up  an  opinion,  waa 
lo  be  persusded  by  thcK  gentlemen  to  sign  this  bill.  He 
thought  gentlemen  coukt  not  enierltln  the  opinion  that 
this  bill  could  become  aliw,  with  these  facts  staring  them 
in  llieftce.  They  could  not  put  Ihra  bill  into  a  law. 
The  people  did  not  believe  it)  they  were  loo  intelligent 
lo  believe  it)  and  upon  thai  intelligence  depended  the 
n  of  the  liberiies  of  the  people.  So  much  for 
Ity  of  speedy  action.  Had  the  bill  been  dia- 
c)it*Pd  sufficientlj'  to  throw  all  the  light  snd  informa- 
tion before  the  people  of  Ihe  country  which  vrat  nccea- 
mrj*    If  It  waa  for  Ibe  interest*  of  the  people  of  tba 
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countiy,  let  tbim  t»ve  ill  the  ficli  before  tbemi  uid  let 
them  decide  upon  it  i^in,  u  tbey  btd  >lre*d;  done.  Let 
lit  give  all  the  inforDiiiion  which  can  be  procured  to  the 
people,  and  then  let  Ibem  decide.  But,  say  Kentlrnien, 
we  are  prepared  to  vole  now,  beoautc  ihe  biU  ha)  been 
ptned  in  the  Senate,  and  cane  Trom  the  Senate.  No 
doubt  they  were  prepared  lo  vote  upon  it,  be«a>ue  il 
w«a  the  oSiprior  of  iheir  oncle.  It  wai  the  very  hobby 
which  waa  to  gire  them  aucceaa.  It  waa  made  the  bobby 
by  every  ipeciea  of  politJciani.  Thij  waa  the  little  pony 
which  Ihe  anii-iiutonic  party,  the  national  republican 
party,  the  abolition  parly,  the  no-party  parly,  and  many 
other  partiea,  were  In  ridet  and  he  femred  thai  the  little 
pony  would  beio  burdened  that  he  wouldbreakdownaod 
leave  them  all.  Mr.  B.  would  let  the  hel*  go  to  the 
peoplei  and  let  tbem  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  ny 
whether  thia  little  pony  waa  to  carry  all  theae  partiea 
into  olBee  or  not.  He  aiked  if  the  propontion  to  refer 
the  lubject  to  the  Cotumittee  of  Waya  and  Heaiu  waaan 
unuiual  propoiition.'  When  a  bill  waa  aeni  from  one 
Bouae  to  the  other,  the  ii«ua1  eourae  waa  to  refer  it  to  one 
ortbealandin^cammiiteea.  He  died  thefortiBeation  bill, 
whlchbadpaiaedlbeHoDaebyanoTerwhcJmJnKmlJorityi 
yet  when  it  went  lo  the  other  branch  of  Conf^rea^  it  waa 
referred  to  the  proper  committee.  Then,  oertainly,  they 
had  a  precedeni  for  Ibii  cite,  and  from  a  body  which  al- 
waya,  in  the  opinion  of  the  adrocalea  of  thia  bill,  did 
thinga  in  a  proper  manner.  It  waa  not  aa  uouaual  courae 
lar  the  bill  (o  take,  li  wai  Ibe  uniform  practice,'  when 
bilta  were  aent  from  one  Uouae  to  the  other,  to  refer 
them  to  ■DDte  iclect  or  atandinj;  eomnittee.  Unquaa- 
tionibly  thia  waa  the  proper  courae.  There  waa  a  ^reat 
difTerence  of  opinion  aa  to  the  amount  of  money  to  be 
diatributed.  Some  contended  that  there  werealpieaent 
thirty  ar  forly  milliona  of  dollira  in  the  Treaaury,  whilat 
othera  did  not  believe  there  was  more  than  half  that 
wnount.  Under  theae  oircunutance*  thia  bill  oomea  into 
the  Houae,  and  gentlemen  lay  tbey  are  prepared  to  vote 
for  it  beeaiue  it  had  paiaed  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
^en,  and  tbey  took  it  far  granted  that  there  waa  Ihia 
amount  of  money  in  the  Treaaury.  But,  Mr.  B.  Mid, 
there  were  aomc  of  thctn  in  that  Houae  who  were  not 

Erepared  to  take  every  thing  for  granted  which  came 
■am  that  branch  of  the  Legialature  of  the  nation.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gaassan]  objected  to 
•ending  thia  aubject  to  theCommiitee  of  Wayi  and  Meana. 
He  preaumed  it  was  not  deaired  by  that  gentleman  to 
bave  Ihe  aubjeot  discussed  and  invcatigated  by  Ihe  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  B.  aaid  Ibis  commiltee 
was  constituted  for  the  special  purpose  of  inveatigating 
■ubjectt  of  Ibis  kind.  They  obtained  infurtnation  from 
Ibe  Deparlmenta,  and  laid  it  before  the  Huuse.  The 
documents  were  obtained  and  laid  on  the  tablet  and  if 
l^tlemen  wiahed,  they  could  have  extra  copiea  printed 
to  send  out  to  the  people,  who  would  bave  to  decide 
upon  the  wbject  at  last.  But  gentlemen  ssy  they  do 
.not  trish  thia,  becauae  thrj  have  no  conSdcnce  in  lb 
.port  ofkcommiiiee  of  this  House. 

Well,  in  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B.  would  say  that  he  had 
no  confidence  in  a  majority  of  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress, in  regard  tolbis  subject.  He  was  aware  that  there 
were  some  gentlemen  who  had  no  confidence  in  reports 
from  committees  of  that  Housei  and  he  auppoaed  gen- 
tlemen were  afraid  lo  have  the  bill  referred  lo  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Means,  where  they  thought  it  would 
be  reported  upon  in  such  manner  aa  to  prevent  ita  being 
acted  upon  at  the  preaeni  aeaiion.  It  appeared  lo  be  the 
object  of  gentlemen  to  get  the  bill  into  Cummillee  of 
the  Whole,  where  they  could  get  up  and  make  what 
bold  Maerlions  they  pleased,  and  send  out  those  aaser- 
ticns  lo  Ihe  people  of  the  counlry,  perhapa  in  Ihe  very 
faee  of  the  fiicla.  He  was  aatoniahed  lo  hear  genlte- 
nen  make  aaiertions  about  there  being  furiy  or  fifty 


milliona  of  surplus  revenue.  They  must  think  that  Ihe 
people  had  very  short  memories  to  believe  such  aaser* 
tians  as  these,  especially  wh«n  tbey  were  made  by  the 
same  gentlemen  who,  butashorltimeago,  had  told  then 
that  the  Treasury  was  emply  and  the  Govemmenl  bank* 
rupl,  and  tbat  there  would  have  to  be  levied  additional 
lazei,  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  depoaite*. 
Theae  gentlemen  had  told  Ibe  people  that  Ibe  Freaident 
waa  a  usurper,  thsl  the  country  was  ruined,  and  Ihe  pea> 
pie  were  impoverished,  and  the  people  were  called  upon 
to  hurl  him  from  ufRce.  But  wbat  wa*  the  language  held 
by  the  gentlemeTi  now?  Why,  thai  the  TrMCury  waa 
overburdened  with  its  surpluii  and,  unleM  Ihey  woold 
lake  the  money  out  of  the  Treaaury,  that  the  peoide 
would  be  ruined,  and  that  Ibe  money  would  be  aquander* 
ed  by  the  party.  Did  genllemen  believe  Ihey  could  af- 
fect injuriously  Ihe  parly  by  auch  aaaertene!  Why, 
unlet*  Ibe  people  were  the  ignorant,  contemptible  be- 
ings that  theae  gentlemen  would  have  them  to  be,  thejr 
—  ■  could  injure  the  party  in  Ihia  way.  The  people 
more  intelligence  and  more  sagacity  than  IboM 
gentlemen  think  them  to  have.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  on  yesterday  had  stated  that  the  Preaident 
had  made  a  promise  that  he  would  distribute  the  surplua 
funds  among  the  Slate*.  Now,  Ur.  B.  would  tell  the 
gentleman  tbat  the  President  had  made  no  such  promiae. 
The  words  ibe  gentleman  used  were  neither  the  worda 
or  the  President,  nor  ihe  aubuaiice  of  his  words,  as 
usea  in  the  mesa«««  of  1B39.  The  Preadeol  then  lUd 
aay  that  be  made  t^cae  tuggeMiona  to  Ihe  American  peo- 
piei  but  at  the  same  lime  he  gave  them  to  understand 
that  he  doubted  ibe  conatiiutionalin  of  the  aaeaaure. 

Mr.  B.  would  state  another  iacl  for  the  information  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It  would  be  raeolleel- 
ed  that  the  President,  in  one  of  his  messages,  said  aooM'- 
thing  about  a  national  bank,  and  rather  inlimaled  that 
suoh  an  inalitution  coutd  be  etUblisbed  a*  would  be  of 
service  to  the  country.  But  the  party  collar  men,  aa 
they  had  been  called,  were  not  so  bound  up  tbat  tbey 
would  nipporl  tbat  meaaure.  The  Preiident,  finding  that 
the  measure  waa  pregnant  with  consequences  not  (ore- 
seen  by  him,  abandoned  it.  The  proposition  contained 
in  Ibis  bill  waa  a  new  subject;  one  to  sweep  from  Ibe 
Treaaury  the  whole  of  the  funds  of  the  naUonijet  gen- 
tlemen come  forward  and  say  they  are  ready  lo  act  upon 
it  without  oppoBltion.  Now,  gentlemen  certairdy  must 
kaow  at  well  at  he  did,  that  thia  bill  could  not  become  a 
law  so  long  at  Andrew  Jackson  waa  President  of  the 
United  SUIea. 

Mr.  BTim  was  here  Interrupted  by  the  announce- 
ment of  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  proceeding  to  Ihe 
ordera  of  the  day. 

When  several  billa  from  the  Senate  were,  by  consent, 
read  twice  and  commilied. 

FOKTIFICATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CAM8RBLGNO,  in  further  exe- 
cution oF  the  special  order  of  the  36th  of  January,  Ibe 
Hauie  reiolred  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  slale  of  the  Union,  and  prooeeded  with  the  consid- 
eration of  Ihe  bill  making  apprapriationa  for  the  forlHi- 
cationt  of  the  United  Statea  for  the  year  1834S,  (H>. 
Uaxt,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair. ) 

The  queilion  pending  waa  the  amendment  of  Hr. 
CavBKiLiHB,  to  Inaert  an  additional  clause  in  Ihe  bill, 
appropriating  Ibe  tum  of  #700,000  for  the  armainenl  of 
the  fortificationa. 

Ur.  FRENCH,  who  wa*  eni'itted  lo  the  floor,  nd- 
dretsed  the  committee  aa  followti  ' 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  liappy  in  having  obtained  the  floor, 
not  that  I  am  vain  enough  to  suppose  that  any  thing  tta«t 
I  could  tay  would  be  either  new  or  intereating  to  Ihe 
mcmbeT*  uf  Ihi*  cominiitee,  but  because  tbe  lubjeci 
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embraced  in  the  bill  under  connderation  it  one  of  the 
fini  importance  to  thii  country,  and  beciuie  the  oppor- 
tuuitf  ii  now  afforded  'me  of  preBentinr  to  my  conatilu- 
entj  and  to  the  nation  mjr  views  in  relRtloh  to  tome  of 
Ibe  prominent  tneaiurei  o(  public  policy  called  for  by 
tbc  exigency  of  the  tlmea.  Sir,  no  one  hai  addrened 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  Bl*te  of  the  Union, 
or  the  Houae,  thi*  aetaion,  whoae  lituation  prewnt*  a 
atronger  appeal  to  (he  indut^nce  and  paiience  of  the 
committee  than  doei  that  of  the  humble  Individual  who 
now  addrenea  youi  an  appeal  which  I  am  lure  will  not 
be  made  in  viin  on  this  occaalon.  The  invaluible  masim, 
coev^  with  the  existence  of  this  Gaternment,  recom' 
mended  by  the  Father  of  hit  Country,  and  whose  moral 
force  oufrht  now  lo  influence  ua  all,  "  In  prace  prepare 
for  war,"  demands  our  first  notice.  A  cherished  maxim, 
indeed,  but  one  which,  during;  the  present  Mssion,  has 
received  from  honorable  memben  different  versionsi  a 
maxim,  air,  which  will  never  beneflt  this  oountry,  unless 
its  warning  voice  be  heeded  by  Con^ss.  Uy  inter- 
pretation of  its  meaning;  it,  that  in  time  of  peace,  ob- 
serving a  proper  scale  of  economy,  and  not  forgetting 
tbe  nature  and  genius  of  out  free  instilutions,  you  are  to 
apply  so  macb  of  the  public  revenue  lo  objects  of  ~~ 


lional  defence  as  will,  ii 
try  in 


greatest  efficiency,  to  defend  Itaelf  from  all  harm. 
a)T,  that  the  President  of  the  United  Statei,  or  ...„„ 
friendly  to  hit  administration,  cherish  the  visionary  ex 
pectation,  or  auhacribe  to  the  exceptionable  policy, 
Catlributed  to  him  by  tome,)  of  placing  a  breastwork  of 
brtificationa  along  our  whole  aeacoait.  Such  a  system 
of  defence  wouldHead  to  a  large  standing  army  in  time 
of  peace,  always  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  to  iDcreased 
taxation,  to  both  of  which  measures  I  stand  opposedg  a 
■ystem,  loo,  sir,  which,  if  put  into  execution,  would  ccst 
a  larger  aiim  of  money  than  the  whole  amount  of  reve- 
nue to  be  collected  by  this  Government  for  the  next 
Bfly  yeara  to  come. 

But,  tir,  althou^  we  cannot  indulge  the  belief  that 
this  enlarged  system  of  national  defence,  even  ifil  were 
sound  policy  to  adopt  it,  will  vr  ought  to  prevail,  yet 
there  is  a  system  of  national  defence,  within  the  reach 
of  the  Government  and  ita  means,  which  oomei  recom- 
mended to  us  by  the  put  history  and  policy  of  this 
country.  It  consists  in  tbe  gradual  increase  of  your 
navy  I  in  the  repdr  and  armament  of  your  existing  fortifi- 
cations, in  the  construction  of  other*  it  those  great  com- 
merehl  pmnis  and  other  important  anil  exposed  poiilions 
upon  our  seaboard,  where  in  case  of  war  an  enemy 
would  seek  to  land,  and  where,  if  he  should  land,  he 
could  do  ui  the  greateat  injurv;  in  keeping  in  good  re- 
pair your  military  poata;  In  the  construction  of  othera 
where  motlly  needed  on  your  frontien^  and  in  so  organ- 
■ling  and  training  the  militia  of  the  Stalea  aa  to  give 
to  ihem  the  greateat  possible  efBeiency  in  time  of  war. 
Tes,  sir,  the  citizen  soldien  of  this  Union  constitute  ita 
greatest  bulwark  of  defence.  But,  to  realize  the  full 
meaaurB  of  benefits  from  them,  it  it  neceastry  that  Ihey 
abould  he  taught  a  knowledge  of  military  tactics  and  of 
improved  discipline.  One  of  the  great  and  peculi 
cellences  of  our  Government  is,  that  whilst  it  looks  to 
your  oitizens  as  its  greatest  military  slrenglb  andtecurity, 
it  makea  ita  appeal  to  Ihem,  upon  all  occasions,  by  ad- 
dretting  all  the  motives  for  which  freemen  ought  to 
dwre  to  live. 

Sir,  I  h*g  leave  to  read  to  tbe  committee  a  communi- 
oktion  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  to  the  Hon.  C. 
C.  Cambreleng,  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
And  Means,  on  the  21al  January,  183G,  and  printed  by 
«rder  of  the  Houiei 

"  Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  consider. 
Mipn  of  the  Commiltee  of  Way*  and  Heani,   an  eUimale 


prepared  by  the  colonel  of  (be  ordnance  department, 
of  the  funds  which  appear  to  be  nece»»ary  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  armament  of  the  fortification  for  tbe 
p(e»f  nt  year.  Thit  estimate  ii  based  upon  two  prop- 
ositions: firat,  thatit  may  be  necesnry  lo  mount  2,679 
cannon,  in  which  case  an  appropriation  of  tl,5BI,314 
will  bo  requiredi  and,  secondly,  that  the  numtier  of  can- 
non wanted  will  be  S,444^  and  in  which  case  (he  appro- 
priation required  will  be  11,334,301.  Hy  own  opinion 
is,  that  (he  smaller  amount,  via:  11.334,301,  ia  the  one 
which  it  would  be  proper  lo  appropriate!  and  this  sum 
includes  the  estimate  of  ^00,000,  already  submhted  to 
the  committee  for  the  armament  of  the  fortificatiofw- 
nut  all  (he  other  estimates  of  tbe  ordnance  department 
will  remain  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  as 
though  (his  increaae  hid  not  been  asked  for.  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  President  to  say  (hat  he  baa  examined 
and  approved  this  estimate,  and  directs  that  it  be  trans- 
milted  to  the  committee,  for  their  examinaiion  and  de- 

1  also  hold  in  my  hand,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  letter  fniiM 
the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  on  the  armament  of  fortification^ 
dated  Uiy  3,  1836,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  House, 
cncloung  a  communication  from  the  inspector  geneial's 
office,  from  which  1  beg  leave  also  to  read  the  {(flaw- 
ing extract: 

"  Siri  In  answer  lo  the  communication  of  the  honor, 
able  C.C.  Cambreleng,  dited39lh  uKimo,  referred  to 
this  office,  I  would  make  the  following  report;  Totiie 
inquiry  as  to  the  number  of  cannon  necessary  to  arm  the 
fortifications  which  are  now  in  readineas  to  receive  then, 
or  which  will  be  in  readinett  in  tbe  coune  of  a  year,  I 
would  answer — to  complele  the  armament  of  the  forts 
now  in  readineas,  and  those  which  might  be  phtced  in 
readiness  in  tbe  course  or  a  year,  would  require  about 
two  thousand  four  hundred  guns,  and  would  cott,  ex- 
clusive of  what  has  already  hren  expended,  about  one 
million  two  hundred  thousand  dollari.  This  sum,  how- 
ever, includes  the  expense  of  csrrisges,  one  hundred 
rounds  ofammunition  of  every  description  for  each  gua 
and  carr  iag^e.     If  this  sum  (one  million  two  hundred 


within  the  present  year.     . 

contracts  to  advantage  has  far  advanced,  both  a; 
gards  tnaterials  and  workmen,  L  do  not  believe  that 
more  than  six  hundred  thousand  dollsra  could  be  ad- 
vintageouilv  or  Judiciously  expended  within  (be  year. 
Bu(  (u  avoid  hereafter  unnecessary  delay,  and  lo  enable 
tbe  department  to  carry  on  its  operations  economically 
and  without  interruption  throughout  (he  preaenl  and 
coming  year,  I  will  recommend  that  at  least  fiflv  per 
centum  be  added  to  the  above  sum,  which  would  in- 
crease the  amount  lo  nine  hundred  thousand  dollsra." 

Sir,  a  soldier  without  arms  cannot  6ght — -yourforti- 
fieationi  witliout  gun*  are  uaeleM.  Unless  your  forti- 
Gcatlontare  kept  in  good  repair  and  armed,  (he  milliooa 
of  money  expended  by  (he  Government  for  their  con- 
s(raclion  are  lost  to  the  country.  I  (herefore,  sir,  have 
fel(  it  my  duty  this  tetsion  to  vote  for  your  navy  bill, 
your  srmy  bill,  and  shsll  vote  for  your  fortiBcation  bill. 
The  loss  of  the  fonifleali'm  bill  at  the  close  of  (he  lat( 
sesaion  imposes  Upon  us  the  double  duty  to  pass  this. 

Ur.  Chsirman,  my  honorable  col tesgue,  [Hr.  AtLi.>,] 
who  opened  the  discussion  upon  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tion*, was  pleased  to  summon  to  the  bsr  of  hil  judgtnent 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  his  administratioBi 
for  trial.  As  all  trials  imply  the  obligslion  to  admioiitcr 
juatice,  and  jualice  alone,  1  did  expect  it  from  him.  In 
this  reasonable  eipectalion,  however,  I  wit  diiippoint- 
Cd.    Th?  Freiident  and  bit  adminiitntion  were  beld  up 


,l^,OOglC 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Max  13,  1836.] 


(H.  . 


before  Ihe  Houm  »nd  th«  people  u  *  gluing  eiwnple 
oTTinltled  pkdfrei  Mleinnlr  nude,  and  a  tweep'aig  sen- 
tence of  eondemiutian  wu  pronounced  igBinit  biai  in  hi* 
official  capacity  and  hi*  adininiilration.  Sir,  I  hare  no 
rifbl  tDaonipUin,anddonot  aoniplain,  tbitm)' colleague 
exerciKd  ft  right  which  l>elon»d  to  him,  of  freely  and 
full]'  cxamiDlng  into  the  official  conduct  of  the  Chief 
MagiilrKte,  and  the  principle*  and  policy  of  hii  admin, 
iatration.  The  r^ht  exeroiwd  bj  bim '»  wientUl  to  the 
maintenance  of  airil  liberty  and  of  free  governoKnt. 
But  I  complain  of  Uie  injustice  done  to  the  Preiident 
and  bia  adminiMration,  by  my  colleague,  in  having  meal 
carefully  avoided  to  tell  the  Hoote  or  the  people,  of  a 
aingU  good  act  that  be  bad  done.  Both  aidei  of  a  ciae, 
■ir,  ought  to  be  preaented,  if  juttice  bethe  object.  Hy 
ooUaagur,  tlierefore,  ought  to  have  tent  ool  the  good 
fruita  of  Uia  admlniatration  with  Iboaa  which  be  alleged 
to  be  eril.  That  coune  weald  bare  recommended  hii 
expoa^  to  the  ready  acoepUnee  of  the  people,  from  ita 
inlriniic  and  obvioui  futneu,  and  have  conducted  them 
to  ft  more  aatiaEBCtory  and  correct  concluiion  of  the 
character  of  the  preaent  adminiitration,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciple! and  pofMyupon  which  the  General  Oovcmment 
baa  been  adminiatered.  Aj,  however,  the  object  of  my 
colleague  leema  to  have  been  to  call  down  upon  the  ad- 
miniitratioQ  papular  disfavor,  and  aa  1  am  one  of  ihoM 
who,  at  an  early  day.  in  Kentucky,  beeeme  the  aupporten 
of  the  preaent  Executive,  and  in  that  character,  in  cum. 
men  with  hia  oUter  (riendi,  am  embraced  in  the  aentence 
pronouneed,  I  muat  be  allowed  in  aelF-defence  to  vindi- 
cate mytelf  and  the  adminiMration  from  ita  effeeta,  to 
tend  along  aome  of  the  rood  with  tfae  evil,  and  thereby 
do  myaelf  at  leaat  Ibat  juatiee  to  whioh  I  eonaider  my- 
■elf  cnUttcd.  In  doing  ao,  Ur.  Chairman,  I  ihall  follow 
the  example  of  my  honorable  oolleagur,  and  carefully 
abitain  from  all  peraonality  whatever,  either  towarda 
him  or  any  body  elae. 

In  the  eoouMnoement  of  bii  attack,  be  read  to  the 
Houae  an  extract  fhim  the  letter  written  by  General 
Jaekaon,  ai  far  back  m  the  13th  of  November,  1816,  to 
the  honorable  Jamea  Uonroe,  in  which  the  general  in- 
forffla  Hr.  Monroe,  "  now  ia  the  time  to  exterminate  that 
moniter  called  party  spirit."  In  which  be  alto  nid, 
"by  aelecting  character!  aioat  conapicuoua  for  their 
probity,  virtue,  capacity,  and  Grmneaa,  without  any  re< 
gard  to  pariy,  you  will  go  fu  to,  if  not  entirely,  eradicate 
tboee  feeling*  which  on  fbrmer  oecMioni  threw  *o  many 
obataolea  in  the  *«v  of  Government,  and  perhapa  have 
the  pleaiure  and  honor  of  uniting  a  people  heretofore 
politically  divided.  The  Chief  Migiatnite  ofa  great  and 
powerful  nationoughtneverloindulgein  party  fefelingt." 
Sir,  the  letter  fnHn  which  (he  extract Jiut  read  ii  taken 
ii  lengthy,  and  a  correct  knowleilge  of^iii  true  cbaraorer 
cannot  be  bad,  without  knowing  more  of  ill  contenta  and 
objecia  than  the  extract  read  by  my  cijleague  or  myaelf 
preaenti.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  commit- 
tee with  reading  more  of  it. 

"  Sir,  neriBil  me  to  Introduce  to  your  notice  Lieuten- 
ant Gadaden,  who  will  hand  you  thia  letter,  and  who  ii 
alau  the  bearer  of  the  treatlea  lately  concluded  with  the 
Creeks,  Chickaaawr,  and  Cherokees. 

*'  tn  my  lait  to  you,  I  took  ihe  liberty  of  drawing  your 
attention  to  the  beneflli  that  would  reiult,  both  to  the 
Trcaaury  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  and  the  defence  of  the 
Lower  Ulniaaippi  and  lis  dependencies,  hy  brinpng  into 
market  thoae  tracts  of  country  acquired  by  the  treaties 
above  named.  I  am  so  deeply  impreaaed  with  the  im- 
portance of  thia  aubject,  that  I  cannot  forego  the  present 
opportunity  of  again  bringing  it  lo  your  view.  1  have 
this  moment  wrote  the  Comptroller  on  this  highly  inter- 
esting and  important  buaineaa.  If  the  plan  proposed  is 
ftdopted,  the  lead  can  be  brought  into  market  in  a  very 
•bort  time,  which  will  inmediately  give  to  that  Kction 


ofcountry  a  strong  and  permanent  settlement  of  Ameri- 
c«n  cilliens,  competent  to  its  defence.  Should  the  Gov- 
ernment divide  the  surveyor's  district  as  proposed,  and 
appoint  General  Coffee  surveyor  of  the  northern,  hi* 
energy  and  industry  will  bring  it  into  market  in  all  June 
next.  Should  the  diatrict  be  divided  as  contemplated, 
and  General  Coffee  appointed  surveyor,  it  will  open  the 
appointment  of  receiver  of  public  moneys,  heretofore 
promiaed  lo  the  general,  which  vacancy  1  warmly  rec- 
ommend to  be  filled  by  Lieutenant  Osdsden,  who,  owing 
to  the  late,  indeed,  I  might  say  present,  delicate  stale  «^ 
his  health,  is  desirous  of  rewgning  bis  appointment  io  the 
army.  In  thii,  as  in  all  my  recommendations,  I  have  the 
public  gtwd  in  view."  ARer  making  aome  other  re- 
marks in  the  letter.  In  furlber  commendation  of  Lieuten- 
ant Gadsden,  he  proceeds:  "Being  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  another  subject,  which  rclatei 
to  youraetf  aa  well  a*  the  Government,  I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  once  more  to  obtrude  my  opinions.  In  filling 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Crawford 
from  i!ie  Wsr  Office  b)  the  Treasury,  it  la  of  the  highest 
moment  that  soma  proper  and  fit  person  should  be  se- 
lected: your  bappineaaand  tbe  nation's  wetfjire  materially 
depend  upon  the  aelectiona  which  are  lo  be  made  to  fill 
the  heads  of  Departments.  1  need  not  tell  you  that  feuds 
exist,  and  have  existed,  to  an  injurious  degree,  in  the 
Northern  army.  To  fill  tbe  Department  of  War  with  ft 
character  who  haa  taken  a  purl  in  those  feudj,  or  whose 
feelings  have  been  enlisted  on  the  side  of  party,  will 
be  adding  fuel  lo  ibe  flame,  which,  for  the  good  of  Ihe 
aerviee,  slremdv  burn*  too  fierce'y.  I'his,  and  other  con- 
sideration^ induced  me  to  enter  on  the  inquiry  for  a 
chataeler  beat  ealculaled  to  fill  that  Department)  it  haa 
rcaullcd  in  tbe  selection  of  Colonel  W'dtiam  Drsylon. 
Since  my  Isit  to  you,  in  which  Ibe  subject  was  then 
named.  General  Ripley  has  arrived  here,  who  bearlily 
concurs  in  Ihe  opinion  that  Colonel  Drayton  is  the  best 
selection  thai  can  be  nkde. 

"Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir,  for  the  following  remarks 
concerning  the  next  presidential  termi  they  are  made 
with  the  sincerity  and  freedom  of  a  friend.  1  cannot 
doubt  they  will  be  received  with  feelings  similar  to  those 
which  have  impelled  me  to  nuke  ihem.  Every  thing 
depends  upon  tbe  selection  of  your  ministry.  In  everv 
selection,  party  and  party  feelings  should  be  avoided. 
Now  is  the  time  to  exterminate  that  monster  called  party 

Now,  Hr.  Chairman,  I  askyou  and  the  committee,  what 
isihe  true  charscter  of  this  letter — hreBthin^,aiildoes,tbe 
spirit  of  sn  exslled  palriotiam!  Let  the  objects  that  ila 
writer  had  in  view  determine  its  chtiracter;  and  what  are 
they?  1st  The  speedy  bringing  into  market  those  tracts 
ofcountry  lately  acquired  by  the  treolirs  above  namedt 
and  for  what  purposed  To  promote  tbe  benefits  that 
would  result,  both  lo  Ihe  Treasury  of  the  United  9uies 
and  the  defence  of  the  Lower  Hissluippl  and  its  depend- 
encies— lo  give  to  that  section  of  country  a  strong  and 
permanent  settlement  of  American  citizens,  eompeleni 
to  its  defence.  2d.  To  promote  the  sppointment  of  Gen- 
eral CofTee  and  Lieutenant  Oadaden  tu  the  offices  named) 
and,  3d.  To  induce  Hr.  Honroe  lo  appoint  Colonel  Dray- 
Ion  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  t;iire  his  advice  to  Mr. 
Monroe  upon  Ihe  selections  which  were  to  be  made  by 
him  to  fill  the  beads  of  Deparlmentu,  remarking  to  him, 

thate         ■■■-■•  

try. 

obiervations,  enforcing  the  sdvii 

Yes,  sir,  the  hte  war  with  Great  Britain  had  then  lately 
terminated,  leaving  a  lo«d  of  debt  upon  the  nation  to 
pay.  General  Jackson  waa  desirous  of  rsinng  means  lo 
dischsrge  it,  and  at  Ihe  same  time  to  promote  tbe  rapid 
settlement  of  the  Weslern  lands,  with  a  view  to  Ih* 
growth  and  protperily  of  Ihe  Weatern  country,  and  it* 


A_.OOglC 


GALES  &,  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


ForHJIeation  SilL 


[Hit  12,  1SS6. 


c  good  in  view," 

Sir,  oil  alkteimen  of  >]l  ptrtie*,  u  &r  u  I  know,  con- 
cede the  rigtit  to  tbe  FrelJdent  to  leleel  from  the  ranki 
«r  hii  {loliiiul  Friendi  hit  cabinet,  the  heidi  oT  Depirt- 
tnenti.  They  ire  bis  conitltutianal  adTiien  in  the  ad- 
irlniltrition  of  the  executive  department  oF  the  Gurern- 
mentj  and,  to  render  hii  administntion  proaperoua,  har- 
mony in  the  cabinet  la  indispenaable.  *'Hdw  can  two 
walk  together,  except  thej  be  iKreed  >"  It  ii  true,  air, 
that  all  (he  citizena  of  the  United  Slatei  are  equally  eli- 
gible to  office,  and  entitled  to  equal  beneflta  froni  the 
Government.  1  have  inquired  of  aome  of  the  luoat  intel- 
ligent ciiizena  of  this  ciiy  into  ihe  comparalive  number 
of  federal  olHcea  held  by  appoiltion  men  in  thia  city  and 
in  tlie  United  Slate^  and  oflhoie  held  by  friendl  to  Ihe 
■dminiitration,  and  I  am  informed,  and  believe,  a  ma- 
jorily  of  the  oHieea  in  (hi)  city  are  in  the  handa  of  oppo- 
ailion  men;*  and,  conaiderin^  Ihe  numerical  strength  of 
partier,  thtt  Ihe  opposition  have  their  due  proportion, 
if  not  more,  of  the  federal  oRlcea  throughout  the  Union. 
If  10,  what  juil  caute  of  compUint  have  honorable  gen- 
tlemen of  the  oppoailion  igainat  the  adminial  ration? 

My  colleague,  Mr.  Chairman,  alao  read  to  the  Huuae 
an  extract  from  the  letter*  addreaaed  by  General  Jackwn 
to  the  Legialature  of  Tenneasee,  reiigning  bit  aeat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Statei,  d-ted  14th  October,  1825, 
in  which  Ihe  general,  amon^  other  thingp,  informed  the 
Legialature  that  he  fully  mcoonted  with  them  in  the  con- 
templated change  In  the  conatiiution;  '■  And,  indeed, 
would  go  further,  with  a  view  to  auatain^  more  efTectu- 
ftlly  in  practice,  the  action  which  dividea  Ihe  three  great 
elaiaei  of  power  into  independent  conatitulionil  checka: 
I  would  impoie  a  proriiion  rendering  any  member  of 
Congreaa  ineligible  to  office,  under  Ihe  General  Govern- 
menl,  during  the  term  for  which  he  waa  elected,  and 
for  two  yeara  thereaDer,  except  in  caaes  of  Judicial  of- 

Sir,  thia  amendment  to  the  conatiiution  hai  never  been 
madri  and  now  wiut  !>  the  complaint  of  my  colleague? 
It  ia,  that  General  Jackaon  haa  violated  the  principlea 
then  recommended  lo  the  Legialature  of  Tenneaaee,  by 
conferring  upon  membera  of  Congresa  important  appoint- 
nenta  under  the  General  Gavernmenti  and,  lo  prove 
that  violation  of  principle  upon  the  Preaident,  haa  given 
ua  hit  tablea  of  thoae  appointments  and  their  aalariet. 
Suppoae,  Mr.  Chairman,  General  Jackson  in  Ihal  letter 
had  auggcitedtothe  Legislature  of  Tennessee  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution,  by  which  the  PreaidenI  of  the 
United  Stales  should  be  deprived  of  hiving  any  voice  in 
the  pssBige  of  Uw»  by  Confreai,  by  which  the  power 
that  now  makea  it  hia  duly  to  approve  and  sign  bills 
passed  by  Congress,  before  tliey  have  Ihe  force  of  lawa, 
ahoutd  be  taken  away  forever.  Suppose,  also,  the  gen- 
eral, after  having  given  his  opininn,  had  been  elected 
Preaident  of  the  United  Statea,  and  thil  he  had  refused 
to  approve  and  sign  billi  passed  by  Congress,  upon  the 
ground  Ihal  he  had  given  to  Ihe  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see the  opinion  thst  Ihe  Preaident  ought  not  lo  have  any 
Buch  power.  Sir,  in  the  esse  supposed,  the  Preaident 
would  have  been  impeached  and  removed  from  office,  if 
he  had  refused  to  approve  and  aign  bills  upon  the 
grounds  atated,  when,  by  the  conatiiution,  il  waa  hia 
aworn  duty  lo  do  so:  he  would  have  deserved  impeach- 
ment and  removal  from  office.  What,  then,  1  aak,  ia  the 
difference  in  principle  between  the  caae  auppoKd  and 
the  caae  contained  in  Ihe  letter.  I'lie  amendment  sug- 
gested in  that  letter  bat  never  been  made  lo  ihe  coniii- 

*  The  strength  of  parlieain  Ihe  public  officea  at  Waih- 
inglon,  al  the  commencement  of  1831,  was:  opposilion 
173— Jackson  140— majority  33.— iK.fe  by  Mr.  F. 


By  the  conatitulion,  membera  of  Confreat  are  eligible 
to  executive  ap point menta.  Tbe  Preaident  ia  awora 
'  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  conttitution,"  u 
not  aa  be  would  have  it  to  be.  If,  then,  the  Preai- 
dent had  introduced  in  practice,  what  would  have  been 
a  virtual  amendment  to  the  conatitutlon  itaelf,  he  would 
have  been  guilty  of  the  h<g:h  crime  of  uiurpationi  for 
he  would  have  aubatituted  bis  individual  will  in  place  tX 
the  conatiiution  itself,  tind  thereby  have  assumed  to  him- 
self to  determine,  not  according  Id  tbe  conslUution, 
but  according  to  bis  own  sovereign  will,  who  were 
and  who  were  not  eligible  to  office  under  the  General 
Govemraenl.  Tea,  sir,  he  would  have  expunged 
the  conttitution  itielft  for  if  he  could  render  mem- 
bers of  Congreta  ineligible,  Ihe  principle  upon  which 
he  would  do  that,  if  carried  out  in  practice,  would 
render  all  otber  persona  equally  ineligible.  I  mual, 
therefore,  be  allowed  to  dimr  in  opinion  with  my  col- 
league on  this  subject.  1  think  Ihe  President  has  done 
right  in  having  adminitterod  the  eonitiiution  as  il  ii|  in 
having  followed  the  footstep*  of  his  predeceasors  in  of- 
fice, even  if  same  membera  of  Congreia  have  been  ep- 
p<Hnted.  To  riiow,  however,  that  the  Preaident  ha« 
pursued  a  eourie  of  appointment  warranted  by  hia  first 
annuftlmeauige,  delivered  toCongreaDecember  8,  1839, 
I  will  read  to  the  committee  the  tollowing  extriet,  via: 

■■  While  members  cf  Congrct*  can  be  canstitutionally 
appointed  lu  offices  of  truat  or  profit,  it  will  be  Ihe  prac- 
tice, even  under  the  moat  ccniciectioui  adherence  to 
duty,  toaelect  them  for  auch  atationa  aa  they  are  l>elieved 
to  be  better  qualified  to  Jill  than  other  ciittent;  but  the 
purity  of  our  Government  would  doublleta  be  promoted 
by  their  exclusion  from  ail  appoinimentain  thegiftofthe 
President,  in  whose  eleolion  they  have  been  oEGcially  con- 
cerned. Tbe  nature  of  Ihe  judicial  office  and  the  neces- 
sity of  Mcuring  In  the  cabinet,  and  in  diplomatic  atatiom 
of  the  higheat  rank,  the  beat  talents  and  pofiiical  experi- 
ence, should  perhapa  exeept  these  from  the  excluaion." 

Rut,  air,  to  show  that  membenirf' Congrea*  have  been 
appointed  during  the  term  for  whieh  Ibey  were  elected 
under  General  Jackion'a  •dminialration,  I  requeat  tbe 
Clerk  to  read  to  the  committee  the  message  of  tbe  Presi- 
dent bearing  date  tbe  S3d  January,  1833,  disclosing  Ihe 
tame  to  Congress.  This  mesttge  exhibit*  the  following 
appointmenliof  members  of  Congress,  vii: 

Samuel  D.  Ingham,  March  6,  1839,  SecreWry  of  tba 
Treaauryi  salary  (6,000. 

John  McPherson  Berrien,  March  9,  1B39,  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  Staleai  ailary  (3,500. 

John  Branch,  March  9,  1829,  Secretary  of  the  Havyi 
salary  (6,000. 

John  H.  Eaton,  March  9,  1839,  Secretary  of  War; 
aalary,  «G,000. 

Louia  HcLane,  April  18,  1839,  Envoy  to  Great  Brit- 
ain! salary  #9,0a0|  outfit  do. 

Edward  Livingston,  HBy34,  1831,  Secretary  of  Stale; 
salary  (6,000. 

Powhatan  Ellis,  July  14,  1833,  Judge  Mianstlppi  dis- 
trict! salary  (3,000. 

John  Biddte,  January  10,  1831,  Regiater  of  Land  Of- 
fice; salary  (500,  and  corominions. 

James  W.  Ripley,  Januaiy  31, 1830,  Collector  of  Cut- 
lomaj  salsry  (350,  fees  and  committians. 

Not  members  of  Congress  when  appointed,  but  had 
been  within  the  year  preceding  their  appointments,  via: 

Martin  Van  Buren,  March  6,  1839,  Secretary  of  Stale i 
■alary  (6,000. 

Thomas  P.  Uoore.  March  13, 1S39,  Envoy  to  CohNnhia; 
salary  (9,000!  outfit  do. 

William  C.  Rivet,  April  18,  1839,  Envoy  to  Francci 
aalary  (9,000|  outfit  do. 

John  Kandolph,  ftlay  36,  1830,  Knmy  to  Rmimbi  sal- 
ary (9,000|  outfit  do. 
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Philip  P.  Bftrboar,  October  6, 1830,  Judge  of  eutern 
(I'lTialon  of  Virgin iai  nlkry  (1,800. 

Thomu  Irwin,  April,  14,  IB31,  Judga  of  weitdiilriel 
of  Pennfylvkniit  laUry  1 1,800. 

LctI  Wciodbury,  Mayas,  1831,  SecreUiyof  the  Ni*yi 
Mlir;  (6,000. 

Jamei  BuctiinKn,  Januir;  4,  1833,  Enroy  to  Buui«; 
ttlary  (9,000,  outfit  do. 

John  Chandler,  Harch  11,  1839,  Collector  of  lbs 
Ruitonwi  feet  and  commiuion*. 

George  W.  Owens,  March  11.  1839,  Collector  of  Ibo 
Customi,  reel  and  eommiaioni,  (350. 

Selati  R.  Hobbir,  NoTcnlber  1, 1B39,  AaraUnt  Foat- 
niMi«r  Graeral;  lalary  (3,500. 

Nicholaa  D.  Coleman,  aeptember  7,  IBSl,  Potlmaater 
at  Haj'tville,  Kentucky)  niary  (3,000. 

Hemberi  of  CongrMi  Appointed  under  Hr.  Adami'i 
odminialration,  via: 

William  Henry  Kirriaon,  Hay  34,  ia3S,  EoToy  to  Co- 
lombiai  wlary  ^,000|  outfit  do. 

Jamei  Barbour,  Htrob  7,  1SS3,  Secrelary  of  Wan 
aaUry  (6,000. 

Philip  B.Harkley,  UarcbS,  1837.  NaTal  Officenfeea. 

Not  membera  when  appointed,  tIi: 

Hcnrv  Clay,  March  7, 1835,  Secretary  of  Slatet  Mhry 
(6,000. 

Joel  R.  Pointelt,  Htrob  8,  1835,  Y-maj  to  Hexicoi 
aalary  (9,000|  outfit  do. 

Rufus  King,  May  5,  1S36,  Bnioy  to  Great  Brilaioi 
aalary  (9,000|  outfit  da. 

Jnbn  F.  Parrot,  February  34,  1836,  Pi»tina*ter  at 
Portimouth,  New  Hampihirej  aalary  (3,000. 

Lot  Clark,  April  39,  1825,  PoiiiMater  at  Norwich, 
New  York. 

Hr.  Adami  came  into  office  ai  Freudent  on  tiie  4lh  of 
March,  1835,  and  Qeneral  Jackaon  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1829. 

Hr.  Chiirman,  my  colleague  called  Ihe  attention  of 
the  HouK  to  the  letter  written  by  General  Jackion  to 
the  Goiernor  of  Indiina,  on  Ihe  S8th  of  February,  1838, 
in  which  the  general  avowed  himaelf  friendly  to  the 
tariff  and  internal  improveinentat  and  to  prove  the  gen- 
eral an  enemy  to  internal  improvenienta,  eapeciaily  in 
the  Wetter n  country,  referred  u«  to  liii  veto  on  the  H*y»- 
Tille  road  bill,  and  tbe  Loaiiville  and  Portland  canal  bill. 
Sir,  I  have  taken  from  an  ofBcial  report  of  the  Secretar]' 
of  the  Treasury,  made  to  Congreu  on  Ihe  17lb  of  Janu- 
ary, 1835,  the  followii^  atitrmenta  of  Ihe  auint  expend- 
ed on  vorka  of  internal  improvement!  during  the  four 
yean  of  Mr.  Adamt'l  admtmitralion,  and  the  firat  tour 
yean  of  General  Jackaon'a  adminiit ration:  Hr.  Adamt'l 
(1,349,336  36)  Gen.  Jackion'i  firil  term,  (3,04j,057  08| 
by  which  it  appeara  that  (704,730  53  were  expend- 
ed on  wotlu  of  internal  improvementi,  not  tooai,  but 
national  in  their  chnracter,  more  than  wa>  expended 
during  Mr.  Adanu'i  adminiitralioa.  It  alto  appeari^ 
that  for  the  year  1833  Ihe  lum  expended  under  thi*  ad- 
miniitraiion  for  internal  improvemenli  wm  (940,488  95. 

Another  iubject  of  compliini,  Hr.  Chairman,  growi 
out  of  Ihe  expenditure!  of  General  Jackion'*  adminia- 
tration,  compared  with  othen.  It  ia  true,  tir,  that,  as 
Ihe  United  Stites  increase  in  population.  Stales,  terri- 
tory, and  wealtli,  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment must  increase.  Before  1  proceed,  however,  to 
thaw  Ihe  csuiei  of  that  increase,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
how  much  of  (be  public  debt  Hr.  Honroe  paid  during 
the  last  four  years  of  his  ad  mini  lira  tion,  how  much  Mr. 
Adamt  paid,  and  how  much  Genrnl  Jackson  paid  du- 
ring his  fini  four  years,  via:  Hr.  Honroe  paid  ^9,034,> 
453  91,  Hr.  Adams  paid  (45,303,533  43,  and  General 
Jackson  paid  (57,754,303  31|  by  which  it  appean  that  Hr. 
Adams  paid  of  public  debt  more  than  Hr.  Honroe  did 
duiing  bit  lait  four  yevi>  by  Um  mur  af  16,369,080  Si\ 


and  General  Jackaon  paid  during  hiaUm  four  yean 
more  than  Mr.  Adtms  did,  by  (13,450,770  08. 

If,  sir,  you  exclude  from  the  calculation  of  the  annual 
expenditures  of  the  Government  Ihe  amount  paid  bjr 
each  in  discharge  of  Ihe  public  debt  above  staled,  then 
the  account  stands  thus,  viz:  Hr.  Honroe'i  last  four 
yean  of  national  expenditures,  (43,991,736  17t  Mr. 
Adama'i  (50,501,913  31;  showing  an  increaie  in  Hr. 
Adatna's  time  over  Mr.  Monroe's  la<t  four  year*  of 
(7,510,177  14.  General  Jackson's  first  four  year^ 
(56,370,48063,  sliowing  an  increase  of  expenditures  mor« 
than  Hr.  Adama  incurred,  of  (5,768,567  31(  and  show- 
ing, also,  that  the  ratio  of  increase  in  the  expenditures  of 
Government  incurrrd  by  General  Jackton  during  his  first 
four  yeara  fell  short  of  that  incurred  by  Mr.  Adam^ 
when  compared  with  the  expenditurea  of  Mr.  Monroe'* 
last  four  years,  by  (1,941,607  33;  in  other  words,  that 
General  Jaokaon'a  first  four  year*,  applying  tbe  mm» 
ratio  of  Increase,  waa  that  much  more  eooiMHirical  than 
Hr.  Adama'a  was,  compared  with  Hr.  Monroe's. 

But,  Mr,  what  has  awelled  the  national  expenditurea! 
T  answer,  lat.  Tbe  tumi  appropriated  by  Congress  to 
internal  improvement*,  as  I  have  already  shown.  3d. 
The  treitles  made  with  foreign  nation*  since  General 
Jackton  came  into  power.  The  following  ia  a  list  of 
them,  viz:  treaty  with  Denmark,  Harch  SSih,  1S30| 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Mexico,  April 5th,  1831|  Ireatjr 
of  limits  with  Ihettmei  treaty  of  indemnity  with  France, 
4lh  of  Julv,  1331;  treaty  with  the  two  Siciliea,  14th  Oc- 
tober, 1S33|  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with 
Runia,  December,  1833)  treaty  of  amitv  and  commerce 
with  Siam,  30tb  Harch,  1833|  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Chili,  September  Isl,  18S3(  treaty  of  amity  and  conf 
meree  with  Huteat, September  31si,  1833,  and  a  treaty  of 
indemnity  with  Spain,  17th  of  February,  1834,  viehling 
a  sum  (I  mean  those  obtaining  indemnities)  of  (7,943,000, 
lo  be  paid  to  American  citizeni  for  longstanding  injuriet^ 
and  inthe  case  of  France  for  more  than  twenty-fire  year*. 
3d.  Treaties  with  the  Indiin  tribes,  a  statement  of  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  from  Ihe  War  Department,  by  which 
it  appear*  forty-two  treaties  have  been  made,  and  the 
value  of  the  lands  acquired  by  them,  at  Congress  price, 
i*  equal  to  about  fifiy-five  millions  of  dollars,  but  valu- 
able as  thry  are,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  the  bene- 
fit* resulting  to  the  Wetlern  country  by  their  acquiailion, 
in  extending  Ihe  settlements,  trade,  commerce,  and 
wealth  of  the  Weil,  are  incalculable.  4lh.  The  removal 
of  the  Indians  to  the  west  of  Ihe  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  expegsei  incident  to  (heir  settlement,  la  another  pro- 
lific tource  of  increaied  expenditure*  under  Ihit  admin- 
iatratlon. 

Sir,  the  hiatory  of  the  Indian  prove*  that  he  and  th« 
while  man  cannot  live  together  in  peace.  Those  ac- 
quainted with  Ihe  merciless  cruelties  of  the  Indiana,  ex- 
perienced by  the  whites  inihe  early  setllementy  of  the 
West,  need  no  evidence  to  establiib  the  truth  of  what  I 
aaaerl.  The  htitory  of  the  many  Indian  wara  of  the  West 
fully  sliest  Ibe  ftcl,  if  proof  were  wanting.  The  policy, 
therefore,  of  separating  the  savage  from  the  whites,  hM 
for  its  object,  the  peace,  ttfety,  and  happineas,  of  alt  our 
population  bordering  on  the  Indian  tribe*)  the  rapid  io- 
creiae  and  extension  of  the  far  West  in  power,  territory, 
and  national  consequenoe,  the  preservation  of  the  Indian 
race,  by  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  and  tbe  im- 
parting to  them  a  knowledge  of  the  art*  oF  civilised  life. 
What  policy,  Hr.  Chiirman,  in  reference  to  Ihe  Indian 
and  white  man,  could  evince  a  higher  degree  of  plijlan- 
ibropy'  None,  aurely.  It  reaeire*  my  warmrit  com- 
mendation. 5tb.  The  Black  Hawk  war,  which,  from  > 
statement  I  hold  in  my  hand,  from  the  War  Department, 
cost  the  Government  (1,337,473  87,  ia  a  fifth  item  of  in- 
creaaed  expenditure*  under  General  Jackaon.  6(h.  Tb* 
gradual  incrtaie  lA  tbe  oavy  of  tfaa  United  Statci,  and 
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of  your  iniliMi7  derenen,  form  anotber  IteiD)  ind,  7th. 
The  million*  of  money  paid  to  that  remnant  of  revnlu- 
tionkiy  lirei  wtio  ichiert^  the  libertletand  independence 
of  the  United  Sutei,  under  Ihc  >ct  of  Tih  of  June,  1833, 
•nd  the  many  private  peniion  acta  puaed  hy  ConEreai, 
■another  (and  iuffer  me  to  add)  meritorioui  li*t  of  ne* 
■nd  incrraied  expendilurei.  Yea,  vr,  ihia  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  the  fathera  or  the  Be*olution,  who  riaked  their 
■II  for  the  righta  of  man,  ia  at  last  about  to  be  paid. 
And,  air,  there  ia  ■  kindred  lubjcct  to  the  one  juat  men- 
tioned, tKcauae  it  grovi  out  of,  and  may  in  truih  be  atid 
to  have  wound  up,  the  war  of  ibe  Revolution,  to  which  I 
muat  call  the  attention  of  the  committee.  I  mean,  ur, 
the  oblinlioni  that  the  Gorernment  ii  under  to  embrace 
in  thi*  debt  of  a  nition'a  gratitude  the  old  Indian  fight- 
era  of  the  Wratem  country.  Thoae  vorthiea,  sir,  who, 
with  Daniel  Boone,  from  the  treat*  of  peace  in  1783 


Talley  of  the  Hiaaiarippi  for  the  benefit  of  man.  They, 
«r,  oa^t  alao  to  ahare  the  bounty  of  the  Goremment. 
ninlly,  air,  lam  happy  to  find  that  no  honorable  mem' 
ber  on  thli  floor  praienda  to  charge  the  adminiat ration 
with  baviflg  expended  one  oeni  more  than  waa  warrant- 
ed by  the  lawa  of  Congreaa.  And  tbia  preaenla  the 
queation,  whether,  when  lawa  are  paaaed  by  Congreat 
making  large  approprialiona,  and  they  are  faithfully  ap- 
plied to  the  objecti  deiignated  in  the  !*«•,  any  blame 
whatever  can  or  ou|thl  to  attach  to  the  Bieculive.  He 
dota  not  make  th«  lawa,  but  ia  bound  to  aee  them  faith- 
Ailly  executed)  and  if  any  blame  •Itaohea  any  where  for 
eztraTagance*  in  the  public  eipenditurei,  it  ia  to  Con- 
grew.  Coiiaidcring>,  however,  the  rapidity  with  which 
every  tlung  incrcaaea  in  a  national  point  of  view,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  aay  that  we  ought  to  caat  our  cennirea 
ypon  any  bodyi  but  (he  rather  to  eipreia  out  ftmitude 
fiir  the  bleaainga  we  enjoy.  Sir,  to  ahow  how  the  trade 
and  commrrce  of  the  United  Stiteahaveflouriahed  under 
General  Jackaon'a  adminiatration,  I  beg  leave  to  read  a 
alatement  of  the  amount  of  out  im porta  and  export*. 


1S30, 
tSSI, 
1B33. 
1B33, 
1B34, 
IBSS, 


103,191,124 
101,039,266 
168,118.311 
1 36,931, 3S2 
149,873,048 


J73,8«,iOB 
81,310,583 
87,176,943 
90,140,443 
81,034,163 

121,684,977 


laas,  304,600,000  Ibi. 

1837,  294,000,000  Iha. 

1838,  310,000,000  Ibi. 
1B39,  364,750,000  lb«. 
1830,  398,459,103  Ibi. 


1831,  276,979,78*  Ibji. 
1833,  333,315,133  Iba. 

1833,  324,698,604  lb*. 

1834,  384,717,907  Iba. 

1835,  386,556,285  Iba. 
Ur.  Chairman,  my  colleagoe  atlributea  the  number  of 

State  bauki  and  banking  companiea  to  (he  influence  of 
the  General  .Government,  or  niher  to  the  oppoaition  of 
the  Preiident  to  the  recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btatei,  and  indulge*  in  the  moat  gloomy  anlieipa- 
tioni  or  the  fatal  effecti  of  the  paper  ayatem.  1  find,  air, 
up  to  the  lat  of  January,  1835,  there  were  five  hun- 
dred and  finy-eiglit  bank*,  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
aix  branchcj,  with  a  capital  of  {331,350,337.  When 
we  reflect  upon  the  vut  amount  of  capital  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stalea,  the  pervading  wealtli  ariain^  from  the  agri- 
cultural, manufacturing,  and  commercial  proaperity  of 
Ihia  whole  country,  1  ibink  there  ia  but  little  danger  of 
the  anticipated  ahock.  But,  air,  ought  the  Executive 
to  be  ccTuured  for  the  exiating  numl^r  of  Stale  banka/ 
And  doea  not  the  cenaure  of  the  Chief  Uagiatiate  equal- 
ly fall  upon  the  people  of  tfae  Staler  who,  through  their 
Legialaturea,  have  made  the  banka?    What,  air,  ia  the 


fact?  The  Pre«iden(  vetoed  the  bill  to  recharter  the 
Bank  of  (he  Uni(ed  Statea  prior  to  hi*  re-election.  The 
recharter  of  that  inatitution  waa  made  the  great  queatioii 
before  the  people.  They  decided  at  the  polla  ajraintt 
the  bank,  by  electing  the  Preaident  by  a  large  majority. 
I  It  waa  literally  ■  war  between  the  (jovernawnt  of  tba 
people  and  the  hank.  They  wiaely  preferred  their  Oor- 
ernmetit.  Had  they  deaired  it,  they  could  have  pro- 
cured it*  recharter  by  electing  a  bank  Preaident  aitd  ■ 
bank  Congrcaa.  The  great  principle  at  the  foundation  of 
thia  Govern ment  ia,  that  (he  people  gotemiaa,  then,  the 
governing  power  (the  people)  put  down  the  bank,  tbe 
cenaure  eait  upon  the  Preaident  fall*  equally  upon  them 
in  their  sovereign  capacity,  1  know  my  colleague  did 
not  intend  (o  cenaure  the  people,  but  auch  ia  the  effect 
of  hi*  argument.  For  one,  Ur.  Chairman,  I  neither  cen- 
aure the  Prendent  nor  ihe  people.  He  haa  done  hia 
duty  in  havinp;  faithlully  executed  the  will  of  hii  conatit- 
oenta,  and  the  people  of  the  State*  have  a  right  to  do 
their  own  buaineaa  in  their  own  way,  and  in  their  own 
time.  They  have  exercised  that  right)  and  if  Ibeyhava 
made  more  local  bank*  than  in  the  opinion  of  nme  they 
ought,  it  ia  not  my  province  to  complain.  BliI,  lir,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  aay,  that  the  csuae  of  civil  liberty 
has  much  le^a  to  apprehend  from  Slate  banks  than  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  had  it  been  rechartercd. 
An  effort  is  made  on  this  floor,  Ur.  Chairman,  1  will 
not  aay  to  get  ap  another  panic,  but  to  alarm  the  people 
with  the  idea  that  the  public  money  ia  unsafe  in  the 
depoaitc  banka.  I  will  read  to  (be  committee  an  extract 
from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  made  to 
Congreaa,  April  33,  1816.  Speaking  of  the  bank^  he 
aay  a: 

"  Their  whole  liabilities  and  meana,  whether  imme- 
diate or  otherwiae,  aa  oompired  with  thoae  a  month  pre- 
vious, and  recently  comnHinicated  to  the  Senate,  appear 
in  proportions  equally  commendable  and  safe.  Their 
meana  of  all  kinda  to  meet  their  liabilitiea  to  the  Treas- 
ury are  over  four  dollars  (o  one;  and  to  meet  (heir  lia- 
bilitiea of  all  kinda,  except  to  iheir  stockholders,  about 
one  and  a  half  dollars  to  one."  Sir,  the  Secretary,  in 
exhibiting  the  ability  of  the  banka  to  meet  all  their 
liabilitiea,  did  right  to  except  the  atockboldert.  They 
have  in  the  deposHe  banka  t43,690.9S0  38  of  capital 
stock)  and  the  universal  rule  of  law  is,  that  all  corpora- 
tions, or  partners,  have  first  to  pay  all  debts  owed  by 
the  corporation,  or  partnera,  before  they  can  gel  their 
stock  returned  to  themaelvea.  If  neceaaary  to  pay  their 
debia,  the  atoek  Itself  hia  to  go)  and,  in  auch  csie,  the 
loss  fall*  upon  the  partners.  From  thii  report,  there 
are  #33,394,034  08  of  the  public  money  deposited  in 
them;  tl52,849,346  79  of  meana  to  pay  that,  and  all 
other  debta  of  the  banka.  Tbe  whole  amount  of 
liabilitiea  upon  the  banka,  if  you  deduct,  as  I  hive 
ahown  ought  to  be,  the  capital  of  tbe  atockholdera,  ii 
{109,158,366  51|  and  when  the  unexampled  proaperity 
of  the  wholecounlryiaconaidered,  every  branch  ofbuai- 
neta  Souriahing,  and  a  **st  amount  of  capital  seeking  it* 
Inveatmrnt  every  where,  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  doubt 
about  the  safety  of  the  public  treasure,  ao  far  a*  the 
abiliiy  of  the  banka  i*  concerned.  The  fact  of  there 
being  in  those  banka  but  «10,885,99G  93  of  aptcie, 
when  the  other  meana  of  the  banka  are  taken  into  the 
ectimate,  is  nut  enough  to  apread  the  alarm.  Tbe  Prea- 
ident ia  not  only  blamed  for  Ibe  number  of  State  banka 
now  in  being,  but  his  laudable  cfforta  to  introduce  at 
far  as  practicable  a  metallic  currency  are  overlooked  by 
thoae  making  the  complaint.  Sir,  I  preaent  to  the 
committee  a  table  from  the  mint  of  (he  United  State^ 
showing  the  total  coinage  at  the  mint  from  the  year  1795 
to  Ihe  year  1835,  incluaive.  I  find  the  whole  sum  to 
be  {61,816,658  48,  of  which  |39,609.833  50  were 
ined  during  the  seven  years  of  General  Jackaon'a 
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adniDiilration,  lacking  only  ^597,003  08  of  being  «t 
much  IS  wM  coined  dnfing  the  previoiu  thirty-three  years. 
In  the  jeiri  1B34  and  1833,  including  the  montha  orjan* 
uary,  February,  and  March,  of  Ihe  preaent  year,  there 
were  coined  at  the  mint  {5,967,535  of  gold. 
'  Another  of  the  ceniurei  catt  upon  Iheadminialration 
M,  that  there  ia  no  law  aecuring  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  and  rendering  it  legally  accaiiatible  to  the 
OovernmenT.  It  ii  true,  air,  there  ia  no  luch  tawi  and 
why  if  it  that  there  i*  none?  I  aniwer,  because  Con- 
greiB  has  not  passed  it.  I  find,  Hr.  Chairman,  that  at 
the  first  session  of  the  33d  Congress  (the  panic  session) 
the  msjority  of  the  Commiilee  of  Ways  and  Meani,  lo 
whom  the  subject  bad  been  referred  by  Iheir  chairman, 
[Mr  Pots,]  on  the  41h  of  March,  1834,  reported  several 
reaoluiions  to  the  House,  vii: 

1.  "Setolved,  That  the  Banks  of  the  United  Stktes 
ought  not  lo  be  re  chartered. 

3.  "Rcaohed,  That  the  public  depositei  ought  not  to 
be  restored  to  the  Bank  or  the  United  States. 

3.  "JtaolveJ,  That  the  Sute  bank  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued ss  the  places  of  deposite.of  the  public  money, 
and  that  it  is  expedient  for  Congress  lo  make  further 
proriaion  by  Uw,  prescribing  the  mode  of  selection,  the 
■ecurities  to  be  taken,  ana  the  manner  and  ternu  on 
which  ihey  are  to  be  employed)"  and  a  fourlh,  recom- 
mending the  appointment  of  a  select  commlltee  to  ex- 
amine into  the  stale  and  condition  of  the  banks  of  the 
United  SUle*. 

The  resolutions  were  all  adopted  by  the  House,  upon 
separate  votes  taken  on  each.  The  minority  of  the 
aame  committee,  by  Mr.  Bi»i>,  on  the  same  dsy,  (iib 
of  Unreh,  1B34,}  made  their  report  to  the  House,  which 
closes  in  the  folluwing  words:  "  The  minority  are,  upon 
the  whole,  of  opnion  that  non«  of  the  reasons  assigaed 
by  the  Secretary,  in  his  communication  to  Congrest,  are 
sufficient  to  justify  the  removal  of  (he  deposites.  They 
•re  alio  of  opinion  that  it  ii  due  to  the  bank  to  return 
thero,  without  regard  to  the  aentimeot  of  the  House, 
upon  the  subject  of  recharter.  They  are  further  of 
opinion  that  the  siluallon  of  the  counlry  requires  im- 
mediate action  by  congress,  to  restore  public  Confi- 
dence, and  to  prevent  a  derangement  of  (he  currency. 
And  they  expresa  to  the  House  their  settled  conviction 
that  these  objects  will  not  be  attained  if  the  public  de> 
posites  are  left  in  the  Stste  banks.  They  think,  besides, 
(bat  the  aniverBsl  voice  of  the  country  requires  that 
•omeihing  ihiU  be  immedistely  done  for  the  public  relief, 
and  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  commiilee  will 
only  afigravale  the  elisling  evils,  inslead  of  producing  a 
remedy."  In  pursuance  of  the  third  resolution,  a  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  on  the  33d  of  April,  1S34, 
by  Hr.  Polk,  from  the  Committee  ot  Wsysand  Means, 
<■  regulstlng  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United 
Stsles  in  certain  local  .bankf,"  which  finally  passed  the 
House  on  the  34th  of  June,  and  went  lo  Ihe  Senate,  from 
whence  it  never 'returned.  It  ii  scarcely  necessary  to 
■dd,  that  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  for  the 
bill,  and  Ihose  in  the  opposition  against  it. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  message  delivered  to 
Congress  st  Ihe  commencenient  of  the  bst  session,  rec- 
ommended the  regulation  of  the  deposiles  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  "The  attention  of  Congress  ii  earnestly  in- 
vited to  the  reaulation  of  the  depositee  in  the  Stale 
banks  by  l*w,  although  the  power  now  exercised  by  the 
executive  depariment  in  tlii*  behalf  it  only  such  ai  was 
uniformly  exerted  through  every  administration,  from 
Ihe  origin  of  the  Government  up  to  Ihe  eilablikhmenl 
of  the  present  bank)  yet  it  is  one  which  is  susceptible 
of  regulation  by  law,  and  therefore  ought  so  to  be  regu- 
lated. The  power  of  Congreat  to  direct  in  what  places 
Ihe  Treasurer  shall  keep  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury, 
»aJ  to  impose  rettriciione  upon  tbe  ueculire  Httboritjr, 
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in  relation  to  their  custody  and  removal,  b  unlimited 
and  iU  exercise  will  rsther  be  courted  than  discouraged 
by  those  public  officers  and  agents  on  whom  rest*  tb« 
responsibilily  for  their  safety.  It  is  desirable  that  h 
little  power  is  possible  should  be  left  lo  the  President 
or  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  those  institutianst 
which  being  Ibus  freed  from  executive  influence,  and 
without  a  common  head  to  direct  their  operations,  would 
have  neither  the  temptation  nor  the  ability  lo  interfere  in 
Ihe  political  conflicts  of  Ihe  counlry.  Not  deriving  their 
charters  from  the  national  authorities,  tliey  would  neveir 
have  those  inducements  lo  meddle  in  general  elections 
which  have  led  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  lo  agitale 
and  convulse  Ihe  country  for  upwards  of  two  years." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  Iba 
subject  had  been  referred,  in  conlormity  to  Ihe  recom- 
mendation of  Ihe  President's  message,  on  the  16th  of 
December,  1834,  reported,  by  Mr.  Polx,  their  chairmaa, 
another  bill  lo  the  House,  "regululing  the  depoaile  of 
Ibemoneyof  Ihe  United  States  in  eerlain  local  banks." 
This  bill,  (it  bein{;a  short  aeasion,)  alter  much  strug- 
gling by  the  friends  of  the  sd ministration  to  pass  it,  was 
\tH  with  the  unfinished  business  of  the  leuion.  And, 
sir,  what  the  course  of  the  Senate  was,  (a  majority  of 
whom  were  opposed  lo  Ihe  administration  on  (his  sub- 
ject,) I  refer  to  the  hutory  of  (he  times  to  prove.  It 
will  be  found,  sir,  on  eximinalion,  that  (he  parly  in  that 
body  in  oppoiillon  to  the  administration,  »■  lon^  as  any 
reasonable  hope  wii  entertained  of  reobartering  IM 
Bank  of  (he  United  Slites,  kept  thai  object  sleadilr  In 
view,  and  labored  lo  make  the  deposite  question  the  ItH 
strument  of  its  accomplishment,  whilst  the  friends  of  (ha 
idmlnistrilion  were  opposed  to  Ihit  course  of  policy. 
1  have  given  this  brief  account  of  (he  matter,  Hr.  dMir- 
man,  lo  show  where  the  responsibility  of  a  failure  lo 
regulate  tbe  safe  keeping  of  the  deposites  by  hw  might 
in  Juiliee  to  fall,  and  to  vindicate  the  adminjatnttion 
from  the  unwarranted  imputation  of  neglect  on  this  iin- 
portint  subject. 

Hr.  Chairman,  my  colleague,  in  addressing  the  Home, 
asked  the  question,  "Can  a  single  instance  be  found 
where  any  one  received  an  office  who  did  not  belong  lo 
Ihe  party.'"  (  will  remind  him,  sir,  of  the  appointment 
of  two  postmasters  under  Ibis  administration,  m  bis  own 
countyt  and  that  he  may  know  to  whom  1  allude,  I  will 
give  (heir  names,  viz:  Colonel  Colby  H.  Taylor  and 
Captain  James  Pace,* 

*  Mr.  Allan,  in  replying  to  Ur.  French,  on  a  subae- 
quent  occasion.  Informed  (ha  House  that  hia  colleagua 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  Colonel  Taylor  was  ■ppoinled 
under  General  Jackson's  admin istrationi  that  be  had 
written  to  Ihe  Postmaater  General,  and  had  obtained  bla 
letter,  ahowirg  Colonel  Taylcr  to  have  been  appointed 
in  18J6.  under  Mr.  Adamsi  when  Hr.  French  rose  and 
explained,  by  saying  that  he  was  as  well  acquainted  in 
the  county  in  which  bis  collesEUe  lived  aa  he  waa  him- 
selfi  had  often  heard  It  said  m  that  couniy,  and  never 
contradicted,  that  Colonel  Taylor  had  been  appointed 
under  this  adminiairation,  and,  therefore,  believed  il| 
and,  believing  it,  had  aaid  it.  But  that  s'nce  he  had  tho 
honor  of  addressing  the  Cummltiee  of  the  Whole,  he  had 
alio  been  lo  the  General  Post  Office,  and  requested  to 
be  informed  correctly  on  (he  subject,  and  (ben  held  ft 
letter  ftom  the  Postmaster  General,  showing  that  he  wm 
mistaken.  He  was  happy,  however,  to  be  corrected  in 
this  or  any  olber  mislakei  but  the  main  Aict  which  ba 
had  in  view  to  ealabllih  was,  notwithtlandiag  tbe  mi»- 
lake,  (rue:  for  the  same  letter  which  showed  when 
Colonel  Taylor  wat  appointed,  also  showed  when 
Captain  James  Pace  and  Thomas  Edmonaon  (boUt 
of  whom  were  opposition  men,  and  known  bothtshis 
colleague  and  bittnelf  in  that  character)  had  been  sp- 
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Sir,  it  hai  ever  been  considered  »n  wt  of  juatice  to 
■elect  rrom  the  difTerent  States  a  due  proportion,  >t  leut, 
of  the  imporUnl  ippDintmenti  within  the  gift  of  the 
Chief  Ha^istrate.  No  Stale,  perhipt,  in  the  Uniont 
none,  certainly,  conaidering  ita  federal  numbera,  haa  re- 
ceired  at  Ihe  h»ndi  of  this  adminiatmion  a  more  libreil 
observance  of  tlie  rule  than  has  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
I  appeal  in  rain  to  previous  ad  ministration  a  for  an  exam- 
ple of  liberality  comparable,  in  point  of  numben,  to 
irhatii  eihihited  in  the  rollawing  list,  vizi 

1.  Thomaa  P.  Hoore,  Uinialer  to  Colombia,  eommla- 
■ioned  13lh  March,  1839. 

2.  James  Shannon,  Charge  d"  Affaires  to  Central 
America,  9lh  February,  1833. 

3.  Robert  B.  McAfee,  do.  to  New  Grenada,  9tb 
February.  1833. 

4.  William  T.  Barry,  MinUter  to  Spain,  10th  April, 
1835. 

5.  J.  C.  Pickett,  Secrelaiy  of  Legation  to  Colombia, 
9th  June,  1839. 

6.  Jatnea  O.  Harriton,  Secretary  of  do.  to  Spain, 
14(b  May,  1835. 

7.  William  T.  Barry,  Pottmasler  General,  9lh  March,' 
1829. 

8.  John  Pope,  Governor  of  Arkansas,  9ih  March, 
1829. 

9.  Amoi  Kendall,  Fourth  Auditor,  31st  March,  1839. 

10.  John  T.  HaM)n,  Secretary  of  Michigan,  30lh  May, 
1830. 

11.  CharleaS.  Dlbb,  Judge  in  Arkaniaa,  14th  March, 
1833. 

12.  Stephen  T.  Mason,  Secretary  of  Uichinn,  13th 
Joly,  1831. 

'     13.   George   Brcalliilt,  clerk  to    Commlaaion  under 
ConTention  with  Nsplea,  Tth  March,  1833. 

14.  Amot  Kendall,  Po*tma«ler  General,  1st  Hsy, 
1835. 

15.  J.  C.  Piekett,  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
Office,  January  31,  1835. 

16.  Do.  Fourth  Auditor,  lat  Ha}-,  1835. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  follow  the  example  ofiomc  gentlemen, 
who,  instead  of  diacuiaing  the  furtificatiDn  hill,  have  made 
it  the  o^caaian  of  going  at  large  into  what  la  called  the 
diatribution  of  the  aurptus  revenue.  That  ia  a  subject 
of  magnitude  in  itself  aufficient  lor  a  aeparale  diacuaaion. 
'I  will,  however,  air,  lake  occasion  to  aay,  that  if  a  bill 
were  Introduced  to  diatribute  among  the  Statei,  accord- 
ing  (0  their  federal  repreaentative  numberi,  the  revenue 
cdlected  in  the  form  of  duties,  I  should  be  compelled 
to  Tote  against  it.  In  order  to  exemplify  my  meaning, 
■ir,  I  will  suppose  the  forin  of  a  bill,  embrscing  a  princi- 

Ele  for  which  I  would  not  and  could  not  vote,  via  :  '■  He 
enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreatntatives 
of  the  Unlled  Slatea  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
that  a  direct  Ui  of  #30,000,000  shall  be  immediately  col- 
lected from  the  people  of  Ihe  Slatea,  according  to  their 
'ftderal  representative  number]-,  to  be  diitributed  back  to 
the  people  of  the  Slates  from  whom  it  was  collcclcil,  ac- 
cording to  the  same  ratioi  provided,  however,  that  be- 
fiire  the  distribution  shall  take  place  under  this  act,  the 
eoats  incident  <□  the  collection  and  dislribulion  shall  Itrtt 
be  deducted  out  of  the  same."  Sir,  such  a  bill  would 
introduce  upon  the  people  a  principle  wholly  inconsiat- 
ent  with  all  my  notions  of  the  purpoaea  for  which  the 
power  of  taxation  was  conferred  iipun  Congress]  a  prin- 
dple  (if  such  it  can  be  called)  which,  in  its  effects, 
would  give  to  Congress  unlimited  power  over  the  for- 
tunes and  property  of  every  ciiiien  in  the  United  States, 
and,  if  practically  executed,  would  paralyze  the  arm  of 
mduatry,  and  subject  the  people  of  the  State*  to  intol- 


erable oppreasion  and  impoveriahmenti  for,  air,  if  Con- 
gress could  collect  a  direct  tax  of  (30,000,000  for  sucb 
a  purpose,  she  could  collect  for  the  aame  purpose  any 
amount  she  pleased.  T  tberefore  contend,  the  constJtU' 
tion  confers  no  power  on  Congress  to  collect  a  direct  lax 
for  such  a  purpose.  A  tax  collected  in  the  form  uf  du- 
ties is  also  collected  from  Ihe  people  of  ihe  States,  un- 
der that  clause  in  the  conttiiution  which  declara,  "  the 
Congress  ahall  have  power  to  Isy  and  collect  tsies,  du- 
liei.  Imposts,  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  (he 
United  Statesi"  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excise^  shall 
be  uniform  Ihmughout  the  United  Stales.  And  how  is 
it  collected  from  the  people.'  I  answer,  in  the  price  they 
pay  for  all  imported  articles  purchased  bylhemfor  fami^ 
use,  on  which  duties  are  payable.  As,  then,  a  direct  tax, 
•nd  a  lax  in  Ihe  form  of  duties,  are  collected  under  Ihe 
revenue  power  above  quoleil,  they  both  stand  upon  the 
same  ground,  snd  can  only  be  levied  for  national  objects, 
defined  in  the  federal  constitution.  Neither  can  be  collect- 
ed to  be  distributed  to  the  Stales,  or  the  people  of  the 
Slatea,  without*  violation  of  thai  instrument.  1  therefore 
will  never  give  my  sanction  to  the  introduction  of  audi  a 
principle.  But,  ^r,  the  frienda  of  the  distribution  of  the 
nett  proceeda  of  the  public  lands  claim  to  derive  their 
power  to  distribute  the  same  from  the  fallowing  clause 
of  the  constitution:  "The  Congress  shall  have  powerto 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  aad  regulation)  re- 
specting, the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  Stales." 

Ilia  not  my  purpose,  however,  now  to  go  into  the  sub- 
ject of  diatribution.  I  will,  therefore,  merely  obaerve, 
that  what  I  have  felt  It  my  duty  to  say  in  reply  to  my 
colleague  la  not,  in  any  degree,  intended  to  qualify  or 
weaken  the  remarks  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  s 
few  days  since  upon  the  subject  of  the  diatribution  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  Ihe  public  lands,  when  the  ameadmenl 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  S^rginia  [Mr.  Maacaa] 
to  the  civil  liatliill  sat  pending.  1  then  spoke  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  only,  and  iu>t  of  Ihe 
revenue  collected  in  the  form  of  dutieai  and  (eat  il  might 
be  ibought  I  woukl  distribute  to  the  Slates  the  duties,  I 
have  given  thia  explanation. 

In  presenting  thia  view,  Mr.  Cbtinnan,  of  wliat  the 
administration  baa  done  for  the  country,  I  have  only  per- 
formed my  duty.  I  do  not  seek  to  become  ttie  deftiKler, 
the  apologial,  or  even  Ihe  eulogist,  of  the  adminialration 
or  its  acts.  They  speak  for  themaelves,  and  need  not 
my  fi^eble  defence,  or  the  defence  of  anv  other  man,  lo 
to  ausUin  them. 

Sir,  we  know  it  is  no  eaay  task  to  administer  Ihe  Gen- 
eral Government  lo  Ihe  aatisfaclion  of  alli  and  when  we 
consider  Ihe  untiring  and  relentless  chsracter  of  the  op- 
position, encountered  by  General  Jnckaon  ever  vnce  lii* 
el«ciion  u  Chief  Magisirite,  and.lhe  difficulties  through 
which  he  has  waded,  it  becomes  a  ntatier  of  aitoniSi- 
ffient  that  he  has  done  as  welt  as  he  has.  I  never  expect 
to  see  any  administration  exempt  from  errors  and  imper- 
fccliona.  Neither  do  I  claim  to  exhibit  this  as  perlecii 
but  1  claim  for  it,  before  its  condemnation,  a  fair  and 
just  trial.  It  waa  predicted,  air,  before  liia  elecl'mn  to 
Ihe  office  of  Chief  Hagittrale,  that  be  would  involve 
Ihe  nation  in  war  with  some  of  the  civiliaed  Powers  of 
the  earth.  That  prediction  has  failedi  we  are  at  peace 
with  all  oivlhzcd  nations,  Our  commercial  relation*  are 
moat  proaperouJ,  the  rlghta  and  honor  of  Ihe  nation  re- 
spected, and  its  character  abroad  exalted.  Sir,  we  owe 
il  lo  ourselves  to  cherish  and  eullivste  ■  stale  of  peace 
with  foreign  Powers.  The  mild  and  pacific  character  of 
our  inatituiiona  la  favorable  lo  a  tlaie  of  peace.  Te^ 
sir,  OUTS  is  the  lai>d  of  equal  rights,  erf  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  What  nation  so  blessed  with  all  that  ia  good 
•nd  great.'    Ought  ve  not,  then,  so  lo  life  m  to  evince 
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OUT  gnlitude  for  the  rioh  proviiioni  aa  to  Irtniinil 
tbrouKh  »11  time,  to  our  Uteit  posterily,  these  inutimx' 
bie  blewin^  in  all  their  purity*  to  inrute,  b;  our  ewn- 
ple,  the  ipirit  of  liberty  to  erery  nation,  until  they,  like 
(lurMlrea,  ihill  break  the  felten  by  which  thef  are  en- 
alired,  and  reach  the  aummit  of  political  happineai — 
freedom  of  thought,  freeilom  of  apecch,  freedom  of  con- 
acience,  and  freedom  of  action,  fortified  and  secured  by 
free  fcoTernmenla,  bated  upon  the  will  of  the  people. 
When  Ur.  Fb.i>cb  had  concluded  hit  remark^ 
Mr.  HADBT  took  the  Boor  in  replvi  and,  on  motion, 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  Houae  adjourned. 

TKimr,  Hat  IS. 
MISREPRESENTATIONS  CORRECTED. 

Hr.  ADAH3  roae  and  aaid  he  wai  under  the  neeeMity 
of  asking  perrainion  of  the  Bouae  to  make  another  ex- 
planation. 

Objection  being  made,  Ur.  GRANGER  moved  to  au«- 
pend  the  rulei  for  the.  purpoae  of  anawing  the  genlle- 
min  from  Matsacbutetta  to  explain)  which  motion  wat 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid  it  would  be  recollected  by  the 
House  that,  in  the  debate  on  Saturday  litt,  an  iminua. 
tion  bad  been  made  by  one  nf  (he  membera  of  Ihe  Houae, 
that  in  the  negotiation  of  what  was  commonly  called  the 
Florida  treaty,  which  hid  been  coneloded  on  the  33d  of 
February,  1819,  the  boundary  line  of  Ihe  United  Statea 
had  been  placed  where  It  was,  iniieid  of  being  extended 
further  on,  in  eontequence  of  baring  been  negotiated 
by  him,  (Hr.  A.t)  and,  as  being  a  Northern  man,  that 
it  wai  hi*  with  to  exclude  from  the  United  States  a 
portion  of  territory  which  would  be  inhabited  by  alare- 
holdera,  and,  if  admitted,  would  lend  a  bIbtc  repreaenla- 
tion  here;  and  that  he  hid  alited,  in  oonaequence  of  that 
inainualion,  that  the  negatiiljon  of  Ihe  treaty  was  made 
in  ihis  place,  under  the  immediate  and  direct  eye  of 
Jamei  Monroe,  hlmielf  •  tiaveholdert  Ihit  it  vaa  carried 
on  partly  by  perianal  conferences  and  partly  by  corre- 
BpaaJeneei  that  Hr.  Honroe  had  coniulted  at  every  atep 


Sliteti  and  that  be  (Mr.  A.)  was  the  Int  man  in  that 
cabinet  to  conaent  to  any  concession)  that  he  considered 
it  a  part  of  his  duty  to  hold  on  to  every  claim  of  the 
United  Btalea,  whether  of  territory  or  any  thing  elae, 
until  ordered  to  recede  from  lt|  that  he  further  alated, 
that  berore  the  treaty  was  definitively  concluded,  and 
•Aer  it  hid  been  generally  agreed  upon,  but  before  the 
United  Statea  were  under  obligations  to  sign  it,  he  waa 
directed  by  President  Honroe  to  call  upon  General 
Jackson,  and  consult  him  with  respect  to  that  treaty, 
and  with  respect  to  that  boundary)  that  be  took  tbe 
treaty  to  General  Jackson's  lodgings,  and  that  he  kept 
it  lome  time,  perhaps  one  or  Iwo  days,  (he  had  apoken 
from  recollection,  and  with  that  degree  of  diffidence 
which  every  one  muit  do,  ao  speaking  with  regard  to 
mere  incldenlit  circumitances,  at  Ihe  expiration  oF  six- 
teen or  seventeen  years,)  but  that  General  Jackson  had, 
after  retaining  it  some  time,  returned  the  treaty  to  him 
with  his  approbation  of  it-  Thit  was  the  substance  of 
what  he  had  stated.  This  fact  had  not  been  denied  by 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Btileat  and  if  he  did  deny 
it,  Ur.  A.  ahould  feel  himself  called  upon  to  produce 
evidence  to  prove  it  of  a  different  character  than  hia 
own  itatements  at  Ihia  time.  Mr.  A.  aaid  Ibit  Ihia  had 
not  been  denied  by  Ihe  Preaident  of  the  United  States, 
but  indirectly  in  a  newspaper  of  this  cily,  edited  anil 
published  by  the  official  printer  of  this  House,  and  fur. 
Ihermore  by  the  official  printer  of  tbe  Executive  Gov- 
ernment. There  WIS,  in  tbe  first  place,  two  days  afirr 
he  liwi  made  bis  ataiemeDi,  4d  edilorial  artick,  sUiiii.g 


that  several  members  of  Congresa,  who  were  not  named, 
had  thought  proper  to  call  upon  the  Preaident,  and  to 
mike  inquiries  of  him  with  regard  to  the  accuracy  of 
this  slatementi  that  they  hid  leirned  from  Ihe  President 
Ihat  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the  matter,  because 
he  had  no  recollection  of  having  been  consulted  respect- 
ing that  treaty  befure  its  concluaion.  Please  to  observe 
(aaid  Mr.  A.)  that  my  statement  waa  not  deniedj  it  va* 
stated  not  by  the  authority  of  Ihe  president  of  the  United 
States,  but  bylhe  authority  of  nimeless  persons,  mem. 
bera  of  Congress.  They  were  informed  by  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  had  no  recollection  of  this  fact;  and  bad- 
staled,  furthermore,  that  if  he  had  been  consulted  at  all, 
being  then  in  ■  military  chineter,  it  muat  hive  been 
in  regard  to  Florida.  Sir,  that  waa  not  the  subject  o( 
cooiullation,  either  with  General  Jaekaon  or  any  body 
else.  The  ttealy  contained  the  ceasion  of  Florida,  and 
that  waa  the  object,  the  altalnmenl  of  which  being  very 
deairable,  it  wai  lo  be  supposed  that  some  concession  Iff 
obtain  it  must,  on  the  pari  of  the  United  Statea,  ncoel' 
nrity  be  made.  It  was  not,  therefore,  with  reapect  to 
any  thing  relating  to  Florida  Ihat  General  Jackson  waa 
consultedi  but  it  waa  precisely  with  regard  to  the  de^e 
of  concesiion  which  was  tu  be  made  lo  obtain  ihis  object. 
Well,  in  answer  lo  thia  statement,  i«  he  had  before  ob- 
served,  there  waa  no  denial  by  the  Preaident  of  the  fact 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  Mated;  bui  tbe  official  primer 
of  the  Executive  and  of  Ihia  Houie,  in  an  editorial  arliole 
in  his  newspaper,  in  consequence  of  this  statement  of 
certain  nameleaa  members  of  Congreas,  had  undertaken 
to  make  a  question  ofbil  (Mr.  A's)  veracity  with  regard 
to  the  fact.  He  could  enter  into  no  controversy  with 
the  editor  of  ihe  Globe,  because  Ihat  ne»-spaper  wu 
something  like  many  other  newspapers.  He  miKht  caH 
the  editor  of  Ihat  paper  Ihe  ambassador  of  the  Executive, 
according  to  a  definition  heretofore  given  to  Ihat  lermi 
by  that  definition  an  ambaaadar  waa  a  distinguished  per- 
son sent  abroad  to  lie  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  Ho 
considered  Ihit  editor  in  the  capacity  of  an  ambanador 
of  the  Executive,  and  with  him  he  desired  to  have  no 
controversyi  and  he  buped  the  Houae  would  connder 
that  he  ought  to  have  no  controveray  with  him. 

Bul  in  consequence  of  ihia  editorial  article,  one  or  two 
days  since,  he  hid  repeated  the  statement,  and  added  to 
it  some  circumslancea  with  respect  lo  the  place  where 
General  Jickson  lodged  at  the  timet  »nd  perhaps  he 
might  have  staled  that  General  Jaekaon  w»s  in  the  city 
when  the  treaty  wu  signed.  It  wis  so  stited^n  the  edi-- 
tonal  article  of  the  Globe  of  lo-diy,  and  it  was  also  sta- 
ted thit  that  report  waa  revised  and  added  to  by  Mr.  A- 
himself.  Mr.  A.  said  Ihat  when  he  had  explained  two  or 
three  days  ago  Ihat  two  reporter*  had  sent  to  him  to  re- 
viae  bia  remarks.  One  s  reporter  for  the  Globe,  Ihe  other 
a  reporter  for  Ibe  Intelligencer,  and  in  one  of  thoae  two 
reports  observing  these  words  "that  General  Jackson 
was  here,"  he  bad  inserted  "itor  near  tlialtime."  Itwa* 
passible  that  he  might  have  said  that  General  Jickaon 
was  in  the  cily  when  the  treaty  waa  concluded;  but  he 
was  perfectly  aware  that  General  Jackson  did  leave  thia 
city  for  the  North  near  the  time  the  treaty  waa  signed, 
and  did  not  return  to  thia  cily  until  after  Ihat  event. 
He  had  now  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  and  that  it  was  aa  slated 
in  the  paper  before  him,  that  General  Jickaon  wm  not 
in  the  cily  on  the  day  when  the  treaty  was  signed. 

Now,  with  the  permission  of  Ihe  House,  he  would  con- 
aider  Ihis  aecond  article  in  the  Globe  aa  suthoriied  bjr 
Ihe  sovereign  of  thia  ambaaaador,  that  is,  by  Ihe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates;  and  he  wiahed  the  House  to 
understand  him  as  speaking  to  the  Preaidenl,  m  reply  to 
what  was  staled  here.  He  did  so,  becsuiie  llie  editor, 
in  preparing  this  article,  had  been  allowed  aeecsi  to  the 
official  documents  in  Ihe  Deparlment  of  State,  for  the 
purpoae  of  coDtradicling  what  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  s»id  on 
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a  former  OBciiiant  or  r*(her  tbe  editor  bad  undertaken 
to  My  that  he  tiad  tetlted  this  queition  of  reracily.  Sir, 
id  undertaking  to  aetile  tbia  queition  oF  veracity,  ihii 
■mbuiador  aaya: 

"  Hr.  Adaini,  in  his  gpeecb,  publithed  in  the  Globe 
of  Wedneadajr,  aa  rcTiied  by  hinuelF,  and  amended  and 
added  to  by  hia  ovn  hand,  makea  the  rollawlng  precite 
aTcrmenli: 

■■la(.  It  ii  ftaled  by  him  that  ■General  Jackaon  wal 
hsre  at  the  coneluiion  oFlhii  treaty.' 

■■3d.  Iliaitatrdby  him  that  'Ibe  treaty  iraaaiened 
on  the  S3d  of  February,  1819,  and  that  Genenl  Jaclaan 
wai  al  that  time  in  thia  city,' " 

The  firM  iTernunt  wai,  that  General  Jackaon  vaa 
here  at  the  coneluiion  of  the  treaty.  Now,  Ur.  A.  had 
not  a  Globe  nor  kh  Intelligencer  of  that  day  about  himt 
but  in  one  of  thoie  two  reports,  it  would  be  found  that 
it  vai  ataled  that  General  Jickuin  waa  here,  at  or  near 
the  time  of  the  concluaion  of  ihe  treaty.  He  could  not 
charge  hit  recolleclinn  with  the  preciae  vorda  he  bad 
uicd,  and  he  might  hive  uaed  the  expreaiion  aa  quoted 
in  tbe  Globe;  but,  upon  reBeetion,  it  occurred  to  hitn 
that  General  Jackson  had  gone  to  the  North  about  that 
lime;  whether  before  or  afiof  the  day  of  the  aignature 
of  the  treaty  he  could  not  now  undertake  to  aay  from 
memory.  He  would  add,  that  he  had  not  at  ihia  lime, 
and  in  till*  place,  the  documenla  to  prove  the  material 
fact  of  bia  ■tatcment,  coniiiting  of  hia  own  diary  taken 
down  at  tbe  time.  In  coniequence  of  thia  fact,  it  waa 
not  in  hit  power  to  bring  forward,  at  Ihii  looaienl,  hii 
proof.  All  he  bad  aaid  heretofore,  and  what  he  aaid 
now,  «M  merely  founded  upon  hia  own  recollection, 
without  any  relerence  to  the  documenla  of  that  time. 
Tbeae  amall  incidental  circumitanee*,  however,  had  no 
relation  with  the  queation  of  rcracilyi  and  if  there  had 
been  aome  little  inaccuracy  in  relation  to  immaterial  cir- 
euniatancei,  he  hoped  the  Houae  and  the  country  would 
not  oonaider  the  queation  m  involving  hia  veracity.  But 
be  obferved  again,  that  thia  being  the  firat  incident  opon 
which  thia  ambaaatdor  contradict!  the  whole  atateraent, 
that  ia  the  espUnalion  with  rrgard  to  this  fact.  Mr.  A, 
waa  aatitfted  that  General  Jackion  wu  not  in  tlie  city  at 
the  time  that  the  treaty  waa  aigned.  He  w»*  abaent  on 
a  tour  to  the  North. 

The  editor  went  od  repeating  what  Hr.  A.^had  aaid, 
aa  followa: 

"  After  tbe  treaty  had  been  framed,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  aignaturea  of  the  coniracting  partiea,  but  be- 
fore there  waa  any  obligation  upon  our  part  to  «ign  it, 
by  Ibe  eipreaa  direction  of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  (Hr.  A.) 
took  the  treaty,  drawn  up  aa  it  waa,  to  General  Jackaon, 
not  aa  to  the  military  commander  of  the  army  of  the 
0nited  Sutea,  but  a*  to  a  h'glily  diitinguished  citizen  of 
Ibe  United  SUlea,  who,  being  here  at  Ib^time,  the  then 
Preaidcnt  of  the  United  9tatea  thought  proper  toconault 
upon  a  aubjecl  oF  aueh  great  importance.  He  look  the 
treaty  to  him  at  hia  lodginn,  which  were  in  a  bouae  at 
that  lime  kept,  he  believed,  by  Mr.  Strother.  He  look 
and  delivered  that  treaty  into  the  handa  of  General  Jack- 
aon, with  the  particular  requeat  from  Mr.  Monroe  that 
he  would  read  it  over,  and  give  bia  opinion  upon  it.  He 
would  atale,  further,  that  General  Jackaon  kept  the  treaty 
aome  time,  poaaibly  not  more  than  one  day,  but  he  kept 
it  a  auScieitl  lime  to  form  a  deliberate  opinion  upon  itt 
mnd  that  be  (Mr.  A.}  called  uponbimaflersdiy  or  two, 
and  that  he  returned  the  treaty,  with  bia  approbaUon  of 
that  particular  boundary." 

Nov,  he  would  aak  the  Houae  to  obierve  that  thia 
commentator  went  on  to  aay — 

■•  The  public  will  mark  the  partieularity  of  thi*  phra- 
acology>  ■  After  the  treaty  had  been  Framed  and  ready  to 
receire  the  aignaturet,  he  took  the  treaty,  drawn  up  aa 
it  wa%  to  Ocneral  Jackaon,  he  being  here  at  tbe  tine. 


He  took  the  treaty  to  bim  at  hi*  lodging*,  which  were 
at  that  time  kept,  he  believed,  by  Mr.  BInither.  Re 
took  and  delivered  that  treaty  into  ihe  handa  of  General 
Jackaon.  He  would  atate,  further,  that  General  Jackaon 
kept  ihe  treaty  aome  time,  poaaibly  not  more  than  one 
day,  but  he  kept  it  a  aufficient  time  to  farm  a  deliberate 
opinion  upon  it.  He  (Ur.  A.)  called  upon  liim  afier  a 
day  or  two,  and  he  returned  Ihe  treaty,  with  hia  appro- 
bation of  that  particular  boundary,' 


that  in  every  material  print  they  are  abaolulely  untrue. 

■'  The  following  note,  which  we  have  copied  from  the 
recorda  of  the  State  Depariment,  *bow(  that  Hr-  Adama 
firit  lubmitted  hi*  project  of  the  treaty  to  Mr.  Onia  on 
the  13th  of  February,  ISIS; 

"  <  Ur.  Adams  present*  hia  compliments  to  Hr.  Onia, 
and  ha*  Ihe  honor  of  propoaing  for  hia  acceptance  the 
counter-project  encloaed,  upon  which  Mr.  Adams  re- 
queat* a*  early  a  declaion  aa  may  be  convenient  to  Mr. 
Onia.  Ur.  Adami  regrela  that  be  ia  prevented,  by  tbe 
indispoaition  of  Mr.  Onis,  from  delivering  thia  paper  id 
person  to  him. 

■'  ■  Da»*«TXiirT  o»  3T*ra,  Ftbnian/  13,  1319.' 

"  On  Ihe  19th  February,  1819,  ihe  treaty  waa  '  defini- 
tively drawn  up  and  acceded  to  by  the  Preaidcnt,'  aa  is 
abown  by  this  note: 

'■ '  Mr.  Adama  preaent*  hia  complimeni*  to  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Onia,  and  baa  tbe  honor  of  aending  him  a  copy  of 
the  treaty  ai  definitively  drawn  upand  acceded  to  by  the 
Preiideat  of  Ibe  United  Statei,  in  our  language,  to  which 
it  will  be  neceisary  to  have  the  Bpaniab  copy  made  con- 
formable. Ur.  de  Onia  will  perceive  that  tbe  Prcndent 
baa  contented  to  aeveral  of  the  madi6eation*  proposed 
on  the  part  of  Hr.  de  Onia,  and  by  himi  Ihe  rest  hare, 
on  full  deliberation,  been  concluded  to  be  inadmianhle. 
Any  varialion  from  the  draught  now  sent  could  have  no 
effect,  other  than  of  leading  to  new  diicuniona,  which 
would  defeat  the  common  object  of  coming  to  an  imme- 
diate concluaion.  Aa  aeon  a*  the  Spanish  copy  shall 
have  been  prepared,  Hr.  Adama  will  thank  Hr.  de  Onia 
to  have  the  originals  in  both  languagea  made  out,  (o  that 
they  may  be  executed  next  Monday  morningi  and  every 
aasiatance  from  this  Department  will  be  given  to  effect 
that  object. 

•• '  Dir«iTMHT  or  Stits,  FibnuDTf  19,  1819.' 

"  From  thia  note  it  al*a  ippeara  that  Hr.  Onis  was 
■  to  have  the  originals  in  both  languagea  made  out,  ao 
that  they  tniRhi  be  ezeculed  next  Monday  morning,' 
which  was  33d  of  February.  Thia  was  done,  it  appean; 
and  from  the  fallowing  paragraphs  of  the  National  Intri- 
ligeneer,  itaeem*  that  it  was  ratified  on  tbe  aame  day 
by  the  Senate: 

'"It  ia  said,  and  we  have  no  doubt  correctly,  that 
tbe  Preaidcnt  of  Ibe  United  States  yesterday  laid  before 
the  Senile  a  treaty  recently  concluded  between  Mr. 
Secretary  Adams  on  Ihe  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
Don  Lui*  de  Onia  on  the  part  of  Spain,  for  *  cession  of 
Florida  to  the  United  Statea.'— iVof.  Int.  FAmary  33, 
1S19. 

" '  It  is  aeldom  that  we  hare  ao  acceptable  an  office  to 
perform  ai  that  of  announcing  to  our  readers  the  unani- 
moos  ratifieaiion,  by  Ibe  Senate,  of  a  treaty  of  amity, 
■eitlemenl,  and  limits,  between  the  United  States  and 


orySJ,  1B19. 

■•  From  Ifaeae  document*,  then,  it  appeara  that  Mr. 
Adama  aubmitted  hia  project  to  Mr.  Onis  on  the  13th  of 
February)  that  it  was  di>cit*«ed  between  them  until  the 
19th,  when  it  was  ■  concluded)'  that  the  trealy  was  not 
■  drawn  up  and  ready  to  be agned'  until  Ihe  ^d. 
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Miirepraentalioni  Corruted, 


[H. 


"  General  Jiekion  wu  not  in  thii  eitj'  at  any  point  of 
time  refcrrrd  lo  by  Hr.  Ailimi  in  hit  atilemGnt  lo  the 
Houie.  He  wtt  not  here  when  the  treity  wu  ■  conclu- 
ded)' he  WM  not  here  when  <  it  wai  drawn  ap  and  ready 
to  receiTe  tlie  lignUureai'  he  waanot  here  when  it  '  waa 
^gned)'  nor  wu  he  here  at  any  point  of  time  before  it 
wa*  d||ned,  and  after  it  waa  drawn  up,  ao  tliat  he  could 
hare  receired  it  from  the  handa  of  Mr.  Adami,  read  ir, 
and  given  it  bia  approbation.  Re  left  thia  city  on  the 
11th  ofFebruary,  1319,  and  did  not  return  until  the  lit 
of  March,  aa  the  following  extract*  will  ettabliab  beyond 
doubi.' 

"  '  Hajor  General  Jackaon  and  hia  Mile,  eonaitling  of 
■ereral  officert,  left  Ihit  city  yeaterday  morning  for  Bal- 
timore, on  a  tour  northward.' — Nat.  htl.  Ftbruaru  13, 
1819. 

'"Hi^or  General  Andrew  Jackaon  and  auile  arrived 
in  thii  city  laat  evening.'  "—Bali.  Patriot,  Fibruary  13, 
1819. 

Now,  (mM  Ur.  A-,)  pleate  to  obaerre,  the  treaty  waa 
■enl  to  Mr.  Onii  for  al^nature  on  the  13(h  of  Pebmary, 
and  if  he  had  ao  ti^rned  il,  the  United  Statea  were  bound 
to  aign  it  atao.  What  waa  hit  atatemcnir  ARer  (he 
treaty  wu  drawn  up,  but  before  (here  waa  any  obliga- 
tion on  our  part  to  aign  it,  he  had  taken  it  to  General 
Jackion.  Well,  Genera]  Jaclcton  left  (he  city  on  the 
11th  of  February,  1B19,  and  Hr.  A.  bad  tent  the  Irealy 
to  Mr.  Onia  to  tiKn  on  the  I3th.  Now,  wliere  wa*  the 
incon«»(ency  of  thit  wi(h  the  statement  he  had  made  to 
the  Houiel  He  bad  itiled  that  (he  tre>(y  had  hern  pre- 
pared and  ready  to  be  iigned,  but  that  we  were  under 
no  obligationa  to  lign  it  when  he  preaentcd  it  to  General 
J*ck«on.  The  proof  waa,  that  General  Jackton  lell  the 
ciiy  on  the  11th  of  February,  and  that  two  daya  tfter- 
warda  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  lent  the  treaty  to  Hr.  Oni*  to 
*lgn,  and  that  it  wa*  a  counter-project  lo  a  project  which 
Hr.  Onis  had  tent  lo  Hr.  A.  before.  Why,  the  treaty 
had  been  under  negotiation  for  three  month*  before  it 
came  lo  that  atagci  and  from  thia  document  he  thould 
infer,  what  he  believed  wa*  the  hct,  although  he  did 
not  venture  to  to  state  It,  (hat  (he  tending  of  it  to  Gene- 
ral Jackton  waa  the  lait  act  of  Mr.  Monroe,  before  tend* 
ing  it  to  Ur.  Oni*  for  hit  tignature. 

He  believed  he  had  tufficiently  explained  (o  (he  Houte 
what  might  appear  to  be  inaccurate  in  what  he  had  taid 
heretofore,  and  he  hoped  it  would  aalisfy  (he  House  that 
he  had  made  no  atatement,  of  any  conaequence  or  mate- 
riality, that  was  in  the  smtUeit  degree  contradicted  by 
any  tbing  produced  in  that  papert  and  that  if  the  official 
documentt  produced  were  correct,  they  go  to  confirm 
Ihe  italemrni  he  made,  inttead  of  conliicting  with  it. 

Mr.  [1UNT9MAN  asked  the  content  of  Ihe  Houte  to 
make  a  ttatement  in  reference  to  Ihe  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  HiMachutetU  who  had  just  taken  Ilia 

Objection  being  made,  Hr.  HUNTSMAN,  moved  to 
totpend  the  rulei  to  enable  him  (o  accomptith  hit  objeeti 
which  wat  agreed  to;  Teat  111,  nays  41. 

Hr.  HUNTSMAN  iddretaed  the  Home  aa  followi: 
Mr.  Speaker:  1  am  tensible  of  the  polite  indulgenca 
•hown  lo  me  by  Ihe  House,  in  granting  the  privilege 
of  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Maaatchutettt,  for  which 
I  am  gra(eful.  It  it  with  (he  deepen  regret  1  feet  tbit 
I  am  called  upon,  ta  one  of  the  Tennesaee  delegation, 
who,  in  common  with  my  constituen(*,  feel  an  interest 
in  the  public  eharacler  of  Andrew  Jackaon,  to  notice 
one  of  Ihe  statement*  that  have  beenulleredby  Ihcfen- 
tlemsn  from  Mtttachusetls  In  relation  lo  the  Preiident 
of  the  United  Btatca.  The  aubslance  of  the  remark, 
when  diveatcd  of  itt  clataicalily,  and  laying  hare  its  sub- 
ttanee,  it  thit:  That  General  Jackton  uiet  Ihe  editor  of 
the  Globe  at  an  ambassador,  to  aend  abroad  and  propa- 
gate lie*  for  him.    I  think,  lir,  in  all  haman  charity.  If 


the  gentleman  had  tnppoaed  that  the  Preaident  wat  in 
error  in  any  statement,  even  if  he  had  made  il,  that  the 
error  was  unintentional)  I  think  he  should  have  aa  much 
charity  for  (he  Preaident  at  he  now  calls  upon  thi* 
House  to  hsvc  for  him,  in  an  uninienlional  error  on  hla 
part  in  a  statement  made  to  thia  House  a  few  days  since. 
t  do  not  believe  (bat  General  Jackaon  keeps  an  ambas- 
tador  to  propagate  lies  for  him)  and  Ihe  gentleman  from 
Miatachuaeila  must  pardon  me  if  I  cannot  believe  that 
any  body  elae  believes  to.  The  great  principle  of  charity 
which  ought  lo  operate  on  every  human  heart  would 
teach  us  to  mj  (hs(  neither  (he  President  nor  ex-Pre«- 
dent  has  been  guilty  of  a  wilful  misstate ment.  I(  is  prob- 
able thai  those  person*  who  are  approaching  (he  bound- 
aries of  (hreetcore  and  ten  cannot  have  that  retention 
of  memory  which  belongs  to  Iboae  who  are  younger  in 
year*.  But  I  consider  the  charge  he  his  brought  against 
the  President  beneath  the  dignity  of  Ihe  high  character 
and  Ibe  many  exalted  tladont  the  gcntlemin  hit  filled 
In  his  country's  service,  and,  I  might  lay,  with  honor  to 
Mmtelf  and  benefi(  to  hit  country,  in  many  Inttancet.  It 
wa*  with  perfect  astonishment  1  heard  ihe  allegation 
from  him,  to  which  I  bsve  (aken  ezeepdon.  The  ex- 
pression to  which  I  have  taken  exception  teema  to  im- 
feach  the  veracity  of  the  President.  So  far  a*  I  ever 
rard,  hia  eharacler  for  veracity  itanda  unquettioned. 
Can  the  gentleman  from  Mataachuiett*  lay  aa  much/  I 
apprehend  not.  It  seems,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  high 
and  diilini^uilhed  perionigea  of  thia  Oovemmenl  hava 
Ibeir  troublea  as  well  as  we  who  are  of  the  smaller  fry- 
If  my  rrcollection  is  not  at  fault,  same  fifteen  or  twenty 
yrara  ago,  shortly  after  Ibe  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  the  gentleman  from  Hatsachusetta  was  engaged 
in  a  question  of  veracity  with  another  gendeman,  who 
hat  long  occupied,  and  perbap*  justly,  a  very  exalted 
lituation  in  thi*  country.  What  became  of  the  question^ 
it  wa*  adjourned  over,  and  a  hook  wat  to  be  written 
about  it.  Now,  let  ua  have  the  book.  If  it  it  not  forth' 
coming,  I  may  introduce  a  reiolution  here  calling  for  Ihe 
book.  It  would  be  equally  proper  wi(h  many  rcwthitiona 
which  had  been  introduced  in  thia  Houte.  General  Jack- 
ion  bsa  stated  be  hat  no  recollection  of  the  transaction 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman.  Every  one  acquainted 
wilh  the  President,  the  manlineta  of  hia  character,  and 
the  frankneaa  wilh  which  he  alway*  utien  hi*  Knlimenta, 
will  at  once  ooi^elude  that  if  tuch  a  trtntaction  ever  look 
place,  ind  be  h«]  recollected  it,  he  would  have  to  ttated 
at  once. 

Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  [  mott  solemnly  protest  against  a 
practice  which  i*  prevailing  in  this  Houte  to  an  extent 
detrimental  lo  llie  public  businen.  On  every  occasion, 
when  a  member  for  hi*  conduct  is  called  in  question  hy 
a  newspaper  paragraph,  instead  of  bunting  up  the  editor 
or  the  author,  and  either  having  it  explained,  or  taking 

into  the  Houte,  and,  to  the  interruption  of  all  otbeaburi- 
nets,  calls  upon  the  House,  in  deep  and  doleful  terma, 
lo  lutpend  tne  buiiness  of  Congreaa  until  he  anthldt  hia 
tale  of  private  grieft  In  more  tympttbetic  ttraini  (han 
Jeremiah  did  in  wridng  his  longest  chap(er  of  Lamenta- 
tlona.  Now,  lir,  if  the  gentleman  think*  General  Jack- 
aon has  injured  him,  I  advise  him  to  go  and  tell  General 
Jackson  ao  himself;  that  ia  tlie  manly  mode  of  doini 
busineat  in  Ibe  Weat.  To  pour  out  bit  complaint*  and 
chargea  here,  when  the  party  charged  can  neither  bear 
nor  answer  the  charge,  it  not  Ihe  sort  of  chirtlry  that  I 
idmlrc.  Now,  a*  these  old  gentlemen  are  about  of  an 
equal  age — bolh  have  Slled  many  important  alaliona  in 
the  Government — the  one  President,  the  other  ex-Presi- 
dent of  (he  United  States  (  lei  the  gentleman  from  Haa- 
lacbuaetti  go  and  demand  aatiafaeiion  from  ihe  President 
himself)  [  have  no  doubt  the  President  will  give  him 
any  tort  of  nl'iffactian)  I  will  agree,  crippled  aa  1  am,  to 
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underwrite  for  General  Jtckson.  He  vill  expUin  mit- 
ten and  things  Tully  to  the  ^ntlemin.  Tliii  i>  the 
mode  that  I,  humble  md  unknown  u  I  >tii,  hid  toUkr, 
nul  lonK  lince,  wilb  the  editor  of  the  Telegraph.  An 
article  appeared  in  that  paper,  charging  me  with  being 
a  partiaan,  and  other  things.  Suppoain^  Ihe  editor  wai 
miilaken  or  miiinrarmed,  I  called  upon  him,  and  he 
promptly  publiihed  an  cipUnation  whicb  I  furniihed 
for  that  purpoac.  I  think  charily,  good  feeling,  good 
neighboriiood,  and  social  relalions  in  life,  all  require 
that  if  we  feel  injured,  we  should  first  inquire  if  it  wu 
intentionally  done.  Is  there  any  eiplanalioi)  lo  give  ?  If 
so,  receive  itg  if  not,  settle  your  difference  out  of  this 
HouMt  ihed  no  crocodile  tears  here.  I  likve  heretofore 
*oled  to  give  individual  members  (he  privilege  oFTenrmg 
(heir  contiplainli  here;  bnl,  if  my  Maker  will  forgive  me 
for  thai  error,  I  will  offend  in  the  like  case  no  muret 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last  occurrence  of  the  sort  in 
Ibis  House, 

Mr.  Speaker,  ode  obierration  more,  and  I  shall  close 
my  remarks.  From  the  high  standing  of  the  gentleman 
from  Hauachuaells,  I  have  a  right  to  suppose  that  the 
expression  made  by  him,  to  which  I  have  lAen  excep- 
tion, was  rnade  under  the  influence  of  deep  excitement, 
and  without  due  reflection.  I  cannot  believe  that  he 
himself  will  consider  that  he  has  done  justice  to  General 
Jackson  in  this  particular.  If  he  poaseasei  the  jualice 
and  magnanimity  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  the 
charity  ^r  otheri  that  he  his  just  claimed  of  us  for  him- 
aelf,  the  rentlemin  will  immediately  withdraw  the 
charge,  and  act  by  others  u  ha  would  wish  others  to 
act  towards  him. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
upon  a  large  number  of  private  billsi  which  having  he'" 
gone  through  with,  they  were  reported  to  the  Rouse, 
and  ordered  10  be  cnKrossed. 

The  Bouse  then  adjourned. 


disposition  of  the  appropriation  billi,  and  should  be 
considered  from  dsy  to  day  until  disposed  of.  Mr.  O. 
adverted  to  the  importance  or  the  bill,  and  hoped  that 
the  resolution  would  be  adapted. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
providing  that,  previous  to  acting  on  Ihe  deposile  bill, 
the  bills  now  on  the  Speaker's  table  should  be  dia- 

Ur.  MILLER  moved  to  poitpot)e  the  resolution  until 
Monday  I  loal. 

Mr.  TOCJCEY  suggested  to  Ihe  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  confine  it  to  the  bills  estab- 
lishing Ihe  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  snd  fur  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  and  Arkinsis  into  the  Union.  For 
four  years  the  people  oF  Michigan  had  been  entitled,  by 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land,  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that  a  ques- 
tion of  priority  of  buainess  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  0WEN9  had  no  objecllon  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  BOON  inquired  whether,  if  the  resolution  wia 
adopted,  it  would  not  interfere  with  Ihe  bill  lo  graduate 
the  price  of  the   public  lands..    He  would  object  to 


every  proposition  which  won 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  B.  WHIT- 
TLESEY called  for  Ihe  orders  of  Ihe  day. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENO  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
permit  the  question  lo  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  periisted  in  his  motion,  and  the 
House  pasKd  to  the  consideration  of  Ihe  order*  of  the 


then  re«d  the  tbini  time 


day. 

Several  engrosied  bitU 

THE  PEA  PATCH. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  compromise,  and  lo  secure  lo 

the  United  Stales  the  title  to  Ihe  Pe*  Patch  island,  in 

Ihe  river  Delaware,  was  read  t  third  lime)  and  Ihe  ques* 


emg  on  its  paaaage, 

.  ^..DICKEaSC 

the  Chair 


Mr.  DfCEEasON,  ofNew  Jersey,  i 


leandaddrewed 


Mr.  Speaker;  1  musi  ask  the  indulgence  of  Ihe  House 
for  a  shiirl  time,  lo  express  my  views  upon  the  labject 
now  under  diacus^on.  Some  time  ago,  the  honorable 
gentlemsn  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hibdih]  made  a  calcu- 
lation, by  the  reault  of  which  it  appearetl  [hat  each  gen- 
tleman, according  lo  a  fair  distribution,  was  entitled  lo 
occupy  but  two  hours  and  a  half  of  the  time  of  this 
House  during  the  session.  1  have  not  yet  occupied  that 
lime,  nor  do  I  Intend  to  overrun  It  during  the  sevon; 
bul  if  by  chance  I  should  exceed  it,  I  should  feel  bound 
to  spotagiie  to  my  constituenla  (if  not  to  this  House}  fur 
Ihe  abuse.  I  would,  however,  remark,  that  if  we  are  lo 
be  charged  only  wilh  the  lime  occupied  in  debating  the 
real  merits  of  the  subject- mailers  under  discussion,  it 
might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  point  out  Ihe  gentlemaa 
on  this  floor  who  has  as  yet  overdrawn  hia  account. 

I  did  not  intend,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  enter  Into  the  di»- 
cussion  of  this  matter)  but  I  began  to  fear  thai,  if  New 
Jersey  remained  silent  upon  Ihe  occasion,  our  neighbor 
Delaware,  under  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  H^hdih,]  might  really  consider  heraelf 
entitled  to  her  circle  of  twelve  miles'  radius  around  New 
ca^ltei  and  as  she  has  already  ceded  to  the  United  Sistea 
the  Pea  Pitch  for  fortifications,  she  might  conclude  to 
grant  the  town  of  Salem,  which  Ilea  within  the  circle,  lo 
the  United  Sliira,  for  marine  barracks,  or  for  some  other 
military  or  naval  purpose. 

1  am  not  willing  that  New  Jersey  should  remain  under 
Ihe  imputation  thrown  upon  her  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hikdis,]  of  aelling  land  without  a  good 
litlei  nor  am  I  willing  thai  tbe  rights  of  ibese  clsinianli 
should  be  further  postponed. 

New  Jersey  claims  nothing  bul  her  juat  ri^ils,  and  I 
think  I  may  with  confidence  sppeal  to  my  friends  from 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  lo  support  me  in  the  aaser- 
tlan  that  she  does  not  readily  yield  those  rights. 

What  is  tbe  cue  upon  which  the  Houie  are  now  call- 
ed toad? 

The  subject-mailer  in  controveriy  u  *n  island,  csUed 
the  Pea  Patch,  containing  about  178  acres  of  land,  nlu- 
ited  in  the  Deliwire  river,  between  the  Stales  of  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware,  snd  about  ten  or  twelve  chains 
nearer  to  Ihe  New  Jersey  shore  than  to  the  Delaware 
share,  and  on  the  Jersey  aide  orthe  main  channel  of  Ihe 
river.  The  title  to  thia  island  is  derived  from  New  Jer- 
sey; and  it  was  surveyed  and  located  on  Ihe  8ih  Octo- 
ber, 1784,  bv  Edward  and  Clement  Hall,  who  then  took 
possession  of  iti  and  it  was  in  the  undisturbed  and  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  said  Halls  and  thuae  claiming 
under  them  from  that  period  until  1817,  when  Dr.  Gale, 
being  then  the  owner  and  in  the  actual  poaseawon,  waa 
forcibly  turned  out  of  that  possession  by  Ihe  United 
Slates,  who  claimed  the  same  under  a  grant  from  Ihe 
Slate  of  Delaware,  and  proceeded  to  erect  fortificatioiu 
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thereon.  Dr.  Gtle,  >fter  tiririnr  in  Ti'm  to  obtain  his 
right*  by  compromiie  or  irbilntion,  commenced  an  t,c- 
tion  of  ejf  ctmeni  ifftinit  Major  Babcock,  wlio  wu  the 
officer  under  the  Dniled  Slates  having  possei^on  of  the 
utand,  and  charn  of  the  wcrki  erecting  thereoa.  The 
proceeding!  at  law  were  delayed  (roT  cauies  irhich  I 
■hill  explain  before  I  lit  down)  until  IB3I,  vhen  in 
agreement  wai  made  between  the  agent  of  Dr.  Gale  and 
the  GoTernment,  whereby  the  Government  agreed  to 
pay  to  Dr.  Qale  $17,000  for  the  iiltnd,  upon  cerUin 
condiiions  stated  in  the  agreement.  Since  that  agree- 
ment was  made,  the  subject  haa  been  from  year  to  year 
brought  before  Congress,  but  without  any  final  action 
until  this  lime.  The  present  bill  proposes  to  appropri- 
ite  ^0,000,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretsry 
of  War  to  extinguish  the  title)  and  the  question  is,  shall 
this  hill  pate'  I  contend,  sir,  that  we  are  bound  to  psxi 
the  bit),  by  reuon  of  the  agreement  upon  the  subject, 
entered  into  on  the  18th  February,  1831,  and  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Haute  to  the  terms  of  that  sgreemrnt, 
which  was  executed  by  John  H.  Eaton,  then  Secretary 
of  War,  and  James  La  Touretle,  as  attorney  for  Henry 
Gale,  and  is  in  the  following  terms; 

"  It  ia  agreed  by  James  Li  Tourette,  agent  and  attor- 
ney in  fact  ofHenty  Gale,  on  the  one  part,  and  John  H. 
Elton,  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  other  part,  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  United  State*,  as  follows:  The  United 
States  are  posseued  of  an  ialstiil,  on  which  is  eonslruct- 
ed  Fart  Delaware,  situated  about  seven  milci  below 
Newcsille,  in  the   State  of  Delaware,  which  island  ii 


proposes,  ind  it  is  agreed  to,  thitthe  United  Statet  Gov- 
ernment may  eianine  into  aald  litlei  and  on  being  iitis- 
fied  that  the  right  and  cliim  of  said  Gale  ii  a  valid  one, 
ahall  pay  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  dolUrsg  and  on 
paymentofasid  amount,  said  agent  coreninti  and  asrees, 
to  and  with  the  said  Baton,  to  convey  the  whale  i?  said 
island,  by  good  and  sufficient  tiile,  to  the  United  States. 
This  agreement  to  be  submitted  to  Congreu,  and  to  be 
binding  on  the  United  Stales,  if  Congress  shsri  make 
the  ippropriition,  and  the  title  now  held  be  ascertained 
to  be  defective. 

■■  Executed  thii  13th  February,  1831." 

II  is  evident,  from  perusing  this  agreement,  that  it  was 
bastily  and  unikilfully  drawn,  but  it  appears  with  suffi- 
cient certainty  that  the  United  States  agreed  to  piy  the 
{17,000  upon  one  of  two  conditions:  the  Srit  condition 
expressed  is,  that  the  United  States  ihould  be  salislied 
"  that  the  right  and  claim  of  said  Gale  ia  a  valid  one." 
The  next  condition  ia,  that  the  agreement  should  be 
biriding,  if  the  title  helil  by  the  United  Ststes  "  be  as- 
certained to  be  defective." 

I  insist,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  second  condition  wis 
the  true  and  boneil  condition,  upon  which  said  igree- 
ment  wa^  and  of  right  ought  to  have  been,  biscdt  and 
for  this  plain  reason.-  the  United  States  found  Hr.  Gate 
in  poaaenion,  and  forcibly  turned  him  out;  Ihey  there- 
fore hsd  no  right  to  put  tilm  to  proof  of  his  title,  but 
were  bound  to  show  a  good  title  in  themaelvesj  or  in 
other  words,  they  were  hound  to  show  that  the  title 
under  which  they  claimed  and  entered  was  not  defrc- 
tlvej  and  in  this  eonatruction  of  the  agreement  I  am 
Bupported  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  himself, 
of  the  aame  date,  enclosing  this  agreement  to  the  Presi- 
dent, in  which  he  iiys:  ■>  I  present  to  you  copies  of  an 
agreement  entered  into  with  the  agent,  and  propose  that 
kuthority  be  given  by  Congress  to  have  the  title  inquired 
into,  and  if  ascertained  to  be  defective,  then  to  be  com- 
promised upon  the  terms  stated  in  the  sgreement,  for 
which  purpose  sn  appropriation  will  be  necessary." 

In  this  letter  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Secretary  usei 
tbe  rery  wordi  of  ibe  agFeement )  and  it  woaM  hire  been 


contrary,  not  only  to  all  precedent,  but  to  every  principle 
of  juatice,  to  turn  a  man  out  of  the  poasession  of  bit  free- 
hold by  itrong  hsnd,  and  then  call  upon  him  to  ahow 
his  title.  If,  then,  this  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
agreement,  the  next  question  which  preaents  itself  far 
consideration  is,  whether  the  title  held  by  the  United 
Slates  was  "  ascertained  to  be  defective)"  and  the  House 
will  bear  in  mind  that,  by  the  agreement,  it  waj  ibe  duty 
of  the  United  Slates  to  eximine  into  the  titlei  and,  in 
conformity  with  that  part  of  the  sgreement,  they  did  ex- 
amincj  and  what  wsi  the  result.'  In  the  first  place,  Ihey 
apply  lo  their  district  attorney.  General  Wall,  who 
ssya,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  December  3, 
1833,  "  I  hive  heretofore  had  (lie  honor  of  lubmilting 
my  opinion  in  respect  to  the  title  of  Dr.  Gale  lo  the  Pea 
Patch.  I  think  that  hia  title  ia  valid,  and  that  he  muit 
uhimilely  recover  against  the  United  Stites." 

They  also  hid  the  opinion  of  their  former  district 
attorney,  J.  Mcllvain  Eiq.,  ine,  which  he  asysi  "On 
the  whole.  It  will  be  found  that  the  istindi  in  the  Dela- 
ware have  never  been  granted  by  the  sovereign.  That  in 
regard  to  the  Pea  Patch,  Delaware,  to  say  the  least,  hia 
no  belter  title  to  it  than  New  Jersey,  and  that  it  is  a  fair 
subject  of  negotiation  and  settlement  between  the  two 
Ststes."  And  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Butler,  in 
his  tetter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  31it  December, 
1833,  ssys:  "The  documents  tubmitted  to  me  are 
suflicient  to  show  that  (he  title  derived  from  the  Slate 
of  Delaware  is  s  doubtful  one." 

Thus  far  the  United  States  proceeded  ih  examining 
the  title;  and  who  can  contend,  with  anyhopeofiuccess, 
before  the  House,  that  the  title  of  the  United  Stales  i* 
not  sn  far  iicertained  to  be  defective.  And  if  further 
investigation  were  necessary,  it  wm  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  prosecute  that  furiber  invraligation;  they  did 
not  do  it  because  they  were  saliafied,  and  under  the  con- 
viction of  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  Dr.  Gale.  They 
recommended  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to 
carry  the  agreement  into  efTect.  And,  sir,  I  insist  that 
Congress  were  bound,  and  still  are  bound,  un<Jer  that 
agreement,  and  that  construction  of  it,  lo  make  the  ap- 

But  if  the  other  condition  staled  in  the  agreement  be 
claimed  by  the  United  Stilei  as  the  trueoondition  upon 
which  the  917,000  were  to  he  paid,  atill  I  contend  that, 
according  to  thai  consliucllon  of  the  agreement;  and 
the  subsequent  promises  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  the  agent  of  L)r.  Gair,  «  e  are  bound  lo  mike 
the  appropriition.  I  have  already  referred  the  Hou^  to 
the   opinion  of  Ibe  district  stloriiey.  General  Wall,  de- 
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to  the    agent    of    Dr.    Gale,    dated  Uece 

17,  18J3,  in  which,  speaking  of  a  Utter  of  the  agent  as 
to  this  agreement,  lie  aiya:  "  I  am,  in  consequence, 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  a»y  to  you  that  the 
proposition  made  in  your  letter  above  referred  to,  will 
be  acceded  to,  provided  the  opinion  of  Ihe  Attorney 
General  shall  be  in  accordance  with  that  of  Mr.  Wall." 
If,  then,  it  shall  appear  that  Ihe  Opinion  of  the  Attorney 
General  wsi,  in  eRect,  ••  in  accordance  with  thai  of  Hr. 
Wall,"  it  will  preaent  a  case,  even  under  the  Utter  con- 
struction of  the  agreement,  which  calls  for  Ihe  action  of 

In  prosecuting  this  eiiminatio  i  of  title,  the  Secretary 
of  War  again  calls  upon  Ibe  Attorney  General;  ind  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  ihe  Haute  to  his  further  opinion,  con- 
tained in  his  letter  to  the  Secretiry,  of  the  dite  of  June 
16,  1834,  in  which  he  says: 

"  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  title  of 
the  tJnited  Statei  to  the  Pea  Patch  island,  upon  whicA 
you  have  agiin  requested  my  opinion,  by  your  letter  of 
tbe  Ulb  iiulanl,  t  Iuit«  Uie  booor  to  itate  (bat.  untn  the 
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fftcti  diiclaied  in  the  lOlement  and  opinion  of  the  dii- 
Irict  ■tlarnej,  Ur.  Wall,  I  ihould  have  tittle  difficjlty 
in  caroing  to  Ibe  concluiion  that  the  title  to  Ihii  iaiand 
iraa,  io  1831, in  (he  State  of  New  Jerseyi  and  that,  by  the 
act  or  her  Lepialature  paiaed  on  the  24tli  at  NoTcoiber, 
in  that  year,  it  *■■  veited  in  Henry  Gale,  the  preient 
claimant.  Mr.  Wall,  moreover,  difTera  rrom  Meatra. 
Rwlney   and  Read  in  regard  to  aeveral  material  (acts, 

claimei 

overlhe  wateraoflhe  Delaware.  Mr.  Wall  itatei  that, 
fur  more  Iban  aixly  yeara.  New  Jeriey  ba*  exerciaed  an 
adverae  dominion  under  a  claim  of  right  over  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware,  and  that  the  claim  and  holding  hare  al- 
wayi  been  tu  the  middle  of  the  Delaware.  On  ibe  other 
hand,  Mr.  Bead,  in  hit  opinion  of  the  Tth  of  September, 
'  1816,  affirma  that  the  Slats  of  Delaware,  according  to 
IhB  limit!  defined  in  the  deed  of  feoffment  from  William 
Penn,  which  includea  the  whole  ialand  in  quition,  and 
the  whole  river,  has  unifarmly  aaterted  and  exerciaed  ju- 
rlidiction  over  the  river  to  the  low-water  mark  of  the 
Slate  of  New  Jeneyt  and  the  aame  fact  i«  auballnlially 
•lated  in  the  joint  opinions  of  Ueura.  Rodnsy  and  Bead, 
enclosed  in  their  letter  to  IlieSecrelaryof  Warof  IheSd 
July.  1820." 

By  thia  it  appears  that  the  Attorney  General  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  forming  an  opinion  "  in  accordance 
vith  that  of  Mr.  Wall,"  if  Meaars.  Rndney  and  Head,  in 
their  opinion,  had  not  aiierted  that  Delaware  bad  ■■  uni- 
formly aasened  and  exerclBcd  juriidiction  over  the 
river,  to  the  low-waler  mark  of  tl>e  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey." If,  then,  it  ihall  appear  that  thia  assertion  of 
Sleaara.  Rodney  and  Read  ia  entirely  without  foundalion, 
it  removes  the  only  difficulty  which  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral had  in  forming  an  opinion  "  in  accordance  with 
that  ofGenrral  Wall." 

The  first  step  which  [  propose  to  take,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  Ihat  aaaertion  to  be  unfounded,  ii  tu 
ahow  lo  the  Houac  that  another  Mterlion  of  the  same 
character,  made  by  these  gentlemen  in  the  same  opin- 
ion, is  unfounded.  1  refer  to  Ihat  part  of  their  opinion  in 
which  they  state  that  "  efficieni  and  permanent  woika 
are  erecting  for  defence  in  time  of  war."  Large  aums 
of  public  money  have  been  judiciousTy  expended,  with- 
out the  slighletl  notice  of  an  adveraary  claim. 

"The  iuind  having  been  thua  rendered  valuable  to 
the  public,  has  excited  the  attention  of  private  individ- 
uals, and  is  now  claimed  by  Dr.  Gale, "Etc. 

I  submit  this  aaertlon  of  i hose  gentlemen  to  the  House, 
not  only  for  the  purpose  oF  disproving  it,  and  thereby 
showing  ihal  ihty  did  not  know  the  facts  of  their  caae, 
and  that  their  atalements  of  fscl  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon,  but  to  do  away  the  unfavorable  impreaslon  which 
lh;a  House  mutt  have  received  of  Dr.  Gate  from  the 
fact  (here  stated,  that  Ibe  Government  had  not  the  slight- 
est notice  of  his  claim  until  they  had  expended  large 
sums  of  money,  and  rendered  the  island  valuable  to  the 
public.  The  assertion  ia  wholly  without  foundation,  and 
I  must  expreia  my  deep  regret  that  irenttemen  of  the 
barofthe  highest  htan^ling,  in  their  zeal  for  their  clients, 
should  BO  far  furget  (he  rights  of  other  parties  as  to 
make  aiaertions  so  prejudicial  lo  their  interests,  without 
proper  inTestlgation;  and  llist  regret,  in  this  instance,  is 
increased  from  the  consideration  that  the  party  injured 
thereby  was  an  humble  individual,  strugg-llng  sgsinst 
the  strong,  snd  in  this  caiic  oppressive,  aim  of  the  Gov- 

I  said,  sir,  that  the  assertion  was  without  foundationj 
and,  to  prove  it,  1  refer  gentlemeD  to  the  correspondence 
in  the  War  Department  on  this  subject,  showing  clear. 
ly  that  thia  title  of  Dr.  Gate  was  tnalier  uf  negotislion 
wilh  the  Department  before  theae  expenditures  were 
made.    1  vill  not  occupy  Ilie  line  of  the  Uuiue  by 


reading  thia  correapondenee;  but  it  is  here',  on  my  t*ble, 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  wbo   may 

But  why  refer  to  documEntary  evidence?  The  fact 
is  notorious  that  the  Qovernment,  by  (heir  agents,  offer* 
ed  to  purchase  the  island  of  Dr.  Gale,  and  that  before 
they  took  posaeaiion  of  any  part  of  it(  and  failing  in  tha 
purchase,  they  turned  him  out  by  force,  and  the  strong 
srm  of  power.  So  much  for  the  assertion  that  the  Go*. 
ernment  made  theae  improvemenla  "  without  the  slight- 
est noticeof  an  adveraary  claim."  I  am  aware,  however, 
Hr.  Speaker,  that  to  disprove  one  allegation  of  (beae 
geiidemen  is  not  concltlsive  evidence  that  their  other 
allegation,  as  to  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Slateof 
Delaware,  ia  equally  unfounded.  But  I  would  ask  of 
the  House,  from  the  nature  of  the  esse,  vhaC  must  be 
Ihe  evidence  of  such  claim  of  Jurisdiction,  if  any  auch 
clsim  were  ever  made'  It  must  neceaaarily  be  found 
either  in  legislative  eniclments  or  judicial  declaionsi 
and  as  no  such  laws  or  deeisiona  exist,  I  submit  to  the 
House  that  it  is  conctuaive  evidence  Ihat  the  State  of 
Delaware  never  made  aucb  claim  of  jurisdictioni  and 
the  only  difficulty  with  the  Attorney  General  being  thua 
removed,  hia  opinion  was  "In  accordance  with  that  of 
Ur.  Wall,  and  of  course,  under  the  promise  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  Dr.  Gale  had  a  perfect  right  to  expect 
Ihe  fulfilment  of  the  agreement  by  Ihe  payment  of  (he 
I17.000. 

Butthegentleman  from  Delaware  [Mr.  UcLuejL*]  aaka 
me  by  what  authority  the  Secretary  of  War  made  thia 
agreement?  Sir,  I  will  not  inquire  into  the  authority. 
It  is  enongh  for  me  to  know  that  it  sru  made  by  the 
head  of  the  appropriate  Department,  and  by  the  aame 
authority  that  wrested,  by  force,  the  properly  from 
Dr.  Gslet  and  I  would  suggest  to  Ihe  ^mleoian  that 
Ihe  authority  of  thst  officer  lo  turn  Dr.  Gale  out  of 
Ihe  possession  of  his  properly  in  the  manner  be  did 
might  wilh  much  mare  propriety  be  questioned.  But, 
Hr.  Speaker,  if  we  throw  aside  this  agreement,  and 
consider  it  of  no  binding  efTect)  and  if  we  give  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  the  advantage  of  the  possession  of  Ihe  prem- 
ises, and  put  Ihe  clumanii  to  the  atrict  proof  oftitle 
it  law,  they  preient  a  caae  which,  lo  my  mind,  ia  clear 
of  all  ressonshle  doubt.  Dr.  Gale,  snd  those  undtr 
whom  he  claimed,  had  been  in  the  poiaeasion  and  en- 
joyir.ent  of  this  island,  under  a  deed  from  the  proprie- 
tors of  New  Jersey,  for  about  Ihirty-lhree  yearai  and  in 
the  year  1831  Ihe  Slate  of  New  Jeney  granted  to  him 
all  Ihe  right  and  title  which  they  had  in  the  aame.  So 
that  I  presume  it  will  be  admitted  that,  if  New  Jeney 
ever  had  the  title  to  the  Pea  Patch,  the  claimants  now 
have  it.  And  I  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  title  was 
in  New  Jersey. 

It  is  a  well-settled  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that 
where  a  river  lies  between  two  States,  and  is  not  in- 
cluded within  the  bounds  of  either,  each  holda  to  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  and  the  islands  existing  or  arising 
in  such  river  must  be  allotted  to  the  State  to  which  ihcy 
are  nearesti  and  it  ia  a  well-settled  fact,  Ihat  the  island 
called  the  Pea  Patch  lies  nearer,  by  at  leaat  ten  chains 
to  the  Jersey  shore  than  to  that  of  Delaware.  Ofcourse, 
the  title  of  New  Jersey  to  this  island!  good,  unlesa  Del- 
aware  can  show  some  grant  or  paramount  title  to  over- 
come it.  And  in  order  to  effect  this,  I  find  that  they 
clsim  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  feotTmenl,  made  by  the 
Duke  ofVork  to  William  Penn,  in  1683,  describing  '■  all 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Newcastle,  otherwise  called 
Delaware,  and  all  that  tract  of  land  tying  within  Ihe 
pompa-iaur  circle  of  twelve  miles  about  the  aame,  situate, 
lying,  snd  being,  upon  the  Delaware  river  in  America." 
In  order  to  establish  the  fsct  that  they  rely  upon  thia 
deed,  and  upon  it  alone,  it  ia  only  neceseary  to  refer  to 
opinion*  of  Mewri.  R»d,  Wirt*  and  Bodneyi  ac- 
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companfing  the  report  of  Ihe  cominiltee.  The  fint  ob- 
jection to  Thii  tide  iriKi  from  the  Ttct  that  tlie  Duke 
of  Vurk  htmielf  h*d  no  lUlf,  ind  therefore  could  con- 
vey none.  King  Chir'.ei  nCTer  made  a  gnnt  to  him. 
Mr.  Wirt,  in  hit  opinion,  lays  upon  thii  ■ubjecl:  "IT 
tuch  *  grtnt  ever  existed,  (which  the  diatrlcl  tltorney 
for  Detiwire  doubt*,)  and  it*  prodaction  ahould  here- 
kfter  become  necemry,  it  may  be,  I  preiume,  obtitincd 
throng  our  miniiter  it  London."  When  ihe  diairict 
ktlorney  nf  Delaware  doubta,  I  tliink  It  unneceuary  to 
Hiy  any  thing  more  to  prove  that  no  luch  (;rant  ever  ei- 
i*ted,  until  thoae  doubu  are  removed  by  lb>t  diairict 
Miorney,  or  (ome  other  peraon  who  •eeki  to  estibliih 
Ihe  title  oF  Delaware  under  that  K">nt.  But,  air,  Ihe 
deaeriplion  in  Ihia  grant  cover*  too  much  ground.  An 
intpectioniif  the m»p  will  ahow  that  thii  circie  of  iweUe 
milei'  radiua,  with  Newcaitle  fur  iti  centre,  vill  cover 
■  canaiderable  portion  of  the  county  ftnd  ail  the  town 
oF  Salem,  in  tbe  State  cif  New  Jtraey,  which  Delaware 
hii  not  yet  clainied,  altboiigh  I  will  not  pretend  to  pre- 
dict wlut  Bh«  may  hereafter  do  in  the  premiieii  for  I 
Msert,  without  fear  of  CDnlradiclion,  that  iftlia  grant  of 
the  Duke  of  York  to  William  Penn  be  a  valid  grant, 
her  title  to  tbe  town  of  Salem  ii  ai  good  as  that  to  Ihe 
Pea  Pitch. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  truth  of  the  caie  ii,  and  I  now 

EToeead  to  demonilnile  it,  that  the  title  to  the  Delaware 
ay  and  river,  and  all  iaianda  therein,  belonged  to  the 
Crown  oF  Great  Britain  until  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783i 
■ndifio,  thePea  Patch,  being  nearer  to  the  Jeraey  ihore 
thaii  to  Delaware,  belonged  to  New  Jeney  aecoKling  to 
known  and  eitabliahed  Jawa  of  natloni.  And  for  the 
purpoie  of  establiihing  that  positian,  permit  me,  air,  to 
call  Hie  altentian  of  tbe  Houie  to  the  opinion  of  Rnbert 
Riymund,  aftervirdi  I.ord  Raymond,  and  Philip  York, 
afterward*  Lord  Hjintwickei  andaitliii opinion  iscited  by 
Heaara.  Head  and  Rodney,  I  truit  ita  authenticity  will 
■01  be  qiiettioned.  "nieae  gvnilemen,  in  ipeaking  nf  the 
grant  of  New  Jeraey  by  Uharlea  theaecond,  in  1663, 1664, 
aay  that  "  no  part  of  Delaware  river,  or  the  itlandi 
lying  therein,  are  compriaed  within  Ihe  granting  worda 
of  Ihe  nid  lettera  patent,  but  they  conceived  the  right  to 
tbe  lame  atill  remained  in  the  Crown."  And  tbii  opin- 
ion, air,  wa>  given  in  1731,  in  the  reign  of  Geor^  the 
firat,  and  thirty-nine  yeara  after  the  date  of  that  famou* 
grant  nf  the  Duke  ofYork  to  William  Penn,  under  which 
Delaware  ctaimii  and  when  it  ii  coniidered  that  this 
opininn  wa*  given  to  the  Lord*  Commiuionen  of  Trade 
anil  Plantation!,  and  by  auch  men  aa  Lord  Raymond  and 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  at  a  time  when  Ihe  whole  aubject 
muat  have  been  familiar  to  them,  I  should  coniider  it  the 
height  of  prciumplion  la  duubt  ila  currectneu.  But 
what  aay  Heaara.  Head  and  Rodney  of  Ihia  opinion?  In 
their  opinion  ihey  alate  "that,  agreeably  to  Ihij  gotind 
doctrine,  eitlter  the  United  Slatei,  or  the  State  of 
Delaware  or  New  Jeraey,  on  the  recognition  oF  their  in- 
de[>cndence,  miccceded  to  Ihe  riEhis  of  Ihe  former  lor- 
ereign,  and  the  title  of  the  King  to  Ihit  iaiand  veited  in 
one  of  them." 

Here,  air,  we  have  tbe  admitiion  of  the  couniet  of 
the  United  States  that  the  doctrine  contained  in  Ihii 
opinion  is  sound  doctrine,  and  that  either  the  United 
Stutea,  or  the  Stat*  of  Delawar«  or  New  Jersey,  on  the 
recognition  of  their  independence,  aucceeded  to  Ihe 
rights  of  the  former  aavereign,  and  the  tiile  of  Ihe  King 
lo.tliisiiUnd  vested  in  one  oF  them.  And  by  this  ad- 
mission, sir,  tbey  grant  all  that  is  necessary  to  eatablish 
the  title  oF  New  Jerseyi  fur  it  will  not  be  contended  that 
the  title  vested  in  the  United  States,  and  of  course  must 
bave  vested  either  in  New  Jersey  or  Delaware)  and  thsl, 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace  nf  1783.  And  a*  tbi* 
Island  is  nearest  to  the  Jersey  ahore,  by  the  well-known 
b»  of  naliona  upon  thit  aubject  the  title  to  it  nuit  hare 
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vested  in  New  Jersey.  And  we  thus  have  the  oplnioi) 
ofthe  counsel  ofthe  United  States,  Full];  eatabllihinit  Ibe 
principle  for  which  I  contend,  that  the  title  to  this  island 
remained  in  the  King  until  the  treaty  of  peace  in  17S3. 

In  addition  to  tliii,  air,  we  have  the  opinion  oF  the  late 
Judge  Waitiinginn  upon  Ihia  very  subject,  reported  in 
the  esse  of  CurliEld  vs.  Coryell,  In  Wsthington  Circuit 
Court  RepDrti,  p.  335.  AFler  giving  a  detailed  history 
of  ihe  claims  and  legislation  of  New  Jeraey  upon  Ihia 
subject.  Judge  Waihingtansa>i:  "In  Ihisstste  of  Ihinga 
Ihe  Rf  valuiion  was  commenced,  and  conducted  to  a  suc- 
cessful iasuei  when  his  Uritsnnic  Majesty,  by  tbe  treaty 
of  peace,  acknoH-ledgcd  the  several  Slates  to  be  aover- 
eign  and  independent,  and  relinquished  all  cluiius,  not 
only  to  the  government  but  to  the  properly  and  territo- 
rial rights  of  tbe  tame-  The  right  of  the  Crown  to  ttie 
bay  and  river  Delaware  being  thus  eitinguialied,  it 
would  seem  to  follow  that  the  right  claimed  by  New 
Jeraey  in  Ihaae  waters  was  thereby  confirmed,  unlets  a 
better  title  to  the  same  should  be  found  to  exist  in  some 
other  States."  And  sfterstating  the  Fact  that  New  Jer. 
sey  had,  from  a  period  nearly  coeval  with  the  grant  oF  IhB 
province,  appropriated  to  themselves  Ihe  use  of  the  bsy 
and  river  Uelaware,  and  compared  her  claim  with  the 
claim  oF  Delaware,  be  proceeds:  "And  oe  are  strong* 
ly  inclined  to  think,  that  if  the  right  of  the  fuimer  of 
those  States  (New  Jersey)  to  the  bay  of  Delaware 
vas  founded  on  no  other  title  than  that  oF  appropriation, 
by  having  used  it  for  the  purposes  oF  navigation  and, 
fiaherics,  the  efTect  of  the  Revolution  and  of  tbe  treaty 
of  peace  was  to  extejid  the  limilt  of  those  Slates  to  the 
miiidle  of  the  bay,  from  the  mouth  upwarda." 

tn  support  of  these  authoritiea,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the 
atlentiun  oF  Ihe  House  uf  the  fsct  that  the  Stale  of  New 
Jersey,  From  the  earliest  period,  has,  by  Frequent  legisla- 
tive enactmcnla,  aiterled  her  jurisdiction  over  the  Del. 
aware  river,  and  overall  the  iai a nda  therein,  totbemiddla 
thereof,  and  lias  actually  exercised  that  jurisdiction,  aa 
appears  by  numerous  legsl  adjudications  involving  thOM 
lawsi  and  for  a  list  of  these  acta,  I  refer  Ihe  House  to 
the  brief  of  General  Wall,  coniuncd  in  Ihe  report  of 
Ihe  committee. 

On  the  other,  hand,  by  reference  to  the  laws  of  Dels, 
ware,  I  cannot  find  that  by  any  enactment  they  bave 
ever  claimed  any  exclusive  rif;ht  or  jurisdiction  over  tba 
Delaware  river  to  the  Jersey  shore,  nor  over  any  island* 
in  the  bay  or  river  which  were  near  the  Jersey  shore. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  fact  that  all  the  Islands  nearest 
the  Jeraey  shore  are  actually  held  under  grants  from 
the  proprietors  cf  New  Jersey,  and  those  nearest  the 
Delaware  shore  are  held  under  that  Stale. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  propnae  now  to  tbow  that  the 
Stale  of  Delaware,  so  far  From  claiming  to  hold  under 
Ihe  grant  of  the  Duke  oF  Votk  to  William  Penn,  actually 
disclaims  any  such  holding,  and  claims  to  hold  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  treaty  cf  peace  oFI783. 

By  an  act  pasaedjune  19, 1793,  the  SUte  of  Delaware 
eitablished  a  land  office  fur  the  purpose  of  locating  and 
surveying  lands,  fccj  and  on  Ihe 7th  ofFcbrtiify,  1794, 
they  paaaed  a  supplement  to  that  law,  the  preamble  to 
which  supplement  is  In  the  following  wordi: 

"  Whereas  the  right  to  the  aoil  and  lands  in  the  known 
id  established  timitsofthis  Stale  was  heretofore  claimed 


by  Ihe  Cro 


nof  G 


United  States  of  America,  his  said  Klsjeity  relinquished 
all  ridhta,  proprietary  and  territorial,  within  the  limit* 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  the  citizens  of  the  same,  for 
Iheit  sole  use  and  benefit  i  by  virtue  whereof  the  soil  and 
lands  within  the  limitsof  this  State  became  tbe  riglit  and 
properly  of  the  citizens  thereoF,  and  who,  at  Ihe  time  of 
passing  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  bad,  and 
now  have,  full  power  and  authority,  by  their  reprcMnta- 
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li*ei^  (o  d'mpoie  of  the  mrw  for  their  tole  b«neGt,  emol- 
ument, and  RilMnbge:  And  whercu  the  cliimiafthe 
late  lid  former  pruprietori  of  this  Slate  lo  the  soil  >nd 
lands  contained  within  the  nme  are  not  founded  either 
in  law  or  equityi  and  it  ii  iiiat,  right,  ind  neeenary,  that 
tbe  citiiena  thereof  ahuuld  be  aecured  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  eitatei,  righti,  and  propertiMi"  thereby  admit- 
tine',  in  Tcry  tprmi,  that  they  held  by  the  Irnty  of  peace 
of  '83,  and  that  the  elaimi  of  the  lataand  former  proprle- 
ton  of  the  Slile  to  the  aoil  and  land  contained  within 
the  aame  are  not  founded  either  in  Uw  or  equity. 

Hr.  Speaker,  t  witt  not  puraue  thi*  part  ofthe  Mlbject 
my  further,  but  aubmit  it  to  the  Houae,  under  the  con- 
vietion  that  I  h*Te  eatabliahed  the  poiition  that  the  title 
to  the  Delaware  bay  and  river,  and  the  iiUnda  therein, 
remained  in  the  Crown  of  Great  Britian  until  the  treaty 
oT  peace  of  17B3,  and  by  that  treaty  the  title  to  fhit  ialand 
Teated  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jer#ey,  and,  of  cotine,  now 
belDnf(i  to  the  heira  at  law  of  Dr.  Gale,  deceaied. 

And  air,  if  I  be  correct  thua  far,  the  nest  queation 
which  preaenta  itaelf  for  uur  consideration  is  the  amount 
of  this  appropriation.  And  upon  thi«  iub}ect  I  would 
remark,  in  the  first  phcr,  that  the  bill  does  not  establish 
ftny  particular  amount  to  be  paid  to  eslingiiish  lliil  title, 
but  only  limits  it  to  ^0,000,  and  authoriiea  the  Secreta- 
n  of  War  to  use  thia  (20,000  to  effect  thla  object,  pro. 
«ded  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  it  wilt  be  for  the  inter- 
Mt  of  the  United  Statea  to  make  such  eztin^iahmenti 
wid,  in  so  doing,  we  gife  him  no  more  diacrelion  than  is 
tMually  given  in  luch  caaei. 

But,  sir,  the  amount  ia  not  too  high.  I  havenopenon- 
al  knowledge  of  the  value  of  this  property,  but  am  cred' 
ibiy  informed  that  it  would  hsve  been  actuslly  worth  at 
this  time,  without  any  of  the  improrenienls  put  there- 
on by  (he  United. Statei,  more  Ihan  030,000.  Without, 
however,  reFerrin;  to  any  evidence  eieept  that  contain- 
ed in  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  am  satiafled  that 
#30,000  ia  not  more  than  we  ought  to  pay.  It  appears 
that,  w  long  ago  as  Pebnury  IB,  1831,  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  offered  to  pay  117,000;  and  when  it  is  eonaidered 
that  Ibis  oflbr  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Oile,  afler  a  ruinous 
and  protracted  and  oppressive  lawsuit,  the  conclusion  is 
almost  irresiitible,  that  he  was,driven  to  his  lowest  terms. 
Thia  fum,  with  simple  interest  upon  it  to  this  time, 
■tBDunls  to  more  than  t33,000i  and  no  man  who  reads 
thehirtory  of  thia  case  can  believe  that  ^,000  would  in- 
demnify Ur.  Gale  for  his  expense  and  trouble  in  prose- 
cuting this  claim;  and  I  insist  that,  under  the  circiimitan- 
cei,  he  is  entitled  to  not  only  all  his  expenses,  but  to  a 
moat  liberal  allowance  for  sit  bis  time  and  trouble. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  H^bdis] 
my*  that  Dr.  Qale  ii  trying  to  eilort  money  from  the 
Government.  Let  me  remind  that  gentleman  that  there 
are  two  lidea  to  that  queation,  and  that  we  ought  to  aee 
to  it  that,  while  we  guard  the  strong  from  ettortion, 
we  do  not  cruah  the  weak  by  the  itrong  hind  of  oppres- 
''--      I  admit,  air,  that  we  have  the  conalllutional  right 


ae,  upon  making 


to  take  private  property  for  publi 
just  compensation,  and  that  this  is 
power  might  he  exercised.  But  it  is  the  very  despotic 
power  of  our  conilitutlon,  and  nothing  but  the  atrong 
plea  of  necesaity  ever  gave  it  place  in  that  sicred  inilru- 
ment.  It  is  a  power  which  ahould  not  he  rxercised  until 
all  other  reaaonsble  mesns  are  exhausted,  and  then  with 
the  utmost  oaution  and  tendernesa.  Let  me  now  inquire 
how  we  have  exercised  this  power  in  the  esse  under  dia- 
WMsion.  And  how  sre  we  now  exercising  it?  I  promised 
the  House  to  explain  the  causea  of  the  delay  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of  this  claim,  and  now 
proceed  to  perform  the  unpleuant  task,  by  tracing  ita 
progres*  from  ill  commencement  to  this  period,  and  fav 
making  a  plain  statement  of  tbe  facts  of  the  case,  which 
show  that  the  proceeding!  of  the  United  States  have 


throughout  been  marked  by  the  iron  hand  of  oppreasaoB. 
Dr.  (%Ie  purchased  this  ialand,  and  wu  in  ih«  quiet, 
undlaputed,  and  uninterrupted  possession  of  it  until 
about  the  year  1817t  when  Ihe  United  States  foond  that 
it  was  necessary  or  oonvenient  for  their  purpoaes,  tbey 
propose  10  purchase,  but  cannot  agree  upon  ttie  pricet 
and  although  the  Island  wa«  worth  to  tbe  United  Slate* 
hundreds  of  thooaanda  of  dollars,  yet  the  offloen  tmated 
with  this  business,  rather  than  pay  the  wn  which  be 
uked  for  tbe  properly,  saw  fit  to  exercise  Ibeir  deapolie 
poweV,  and  drove  him  by  force  from  the  pptseauim  ol 
his  freehold.  He  appeals  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
redress)  and,  by  an  inspection  of  the  papera  In  tha  Wa» 
Department,  I  Snd  that  on  the  33d  of  July,  1818,  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the  following  umit: 
"Your  excellency,  I  trust,  will  not  lake  it  amiai  that  I 
am  M>  importunate  aa  again  to  remind  you  of  my  dinp- 
pointment  in  not  being  informed  of  tbe  appointment  of 
the  men  to  view  and  value  the  Pea  Palch,  agreeably  to 
my  expectations,  after  I  had  tbe  honor  of  seeing  you 
iMt  February."  Here,  tir,  wo  have  a  citiien  of  the 
United  Stales,  who  had  been  turned  out  of  tbe  powe*- 
sion  of  his  freehold  by  force,  after  waiting  for  redresa 
more  than  a  year,  most  humt>ly  aikin  jf  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  he  will  not  take  it  amiss  that  he  rcminda 
him  of  his  promise  to  do  him  justice.  And  what  is  done 
upon  the  oceaiion'  What  relief  ia  granted  lo  thia  man? 
Why,  sir,  I  find  an  endorsement  upon  the  letter  in  theae 
words:  "Received  from  the  Department  36th  Jalyi 
wrote  Bsbcock  to  make  fiill  inquiry,  and  report  3Ist 
July.  Alio,  aame  day,  wrote  Ur.  Gale,  when  report  is 
made  he  shall  be  advised,  and  what  is  JuM  done."  So, 
then,  it  sppean  that  the  Secretary  promiaed  thatjottice 
ahould  be  done.  And  where  ia  Ihe  evidence  ofiia  having 
been  done?  Where  is  the  report  of  Babcock'  li  doea 
not  exiat.  The  rights  of  Ihe  eitifen  have  been  wrested 
from  him  by  force,  and  withheld  and  postponed  undee 
delunve  pnxniae*  of  justice.  What  coutae  does  he  next 
punue?  Why,  sir,  finding  that  the  offieeraoflbe  t'aj. 
led  Stales  would  Dot  settle  It  tbcratehe^  bebe^oflbe 


Secretsry  of  War  to  refer  the  matter  to 
of  his  fellow-dtiiens,  and  requ^in  a  copy  of  lh«  order 
of  the  Depatlment  upon  the  subject.  And  on  (be  lOtb 
December,  1819,  I  find  the  fcllowing  anawer  from  ihe 
War  Department,  directed  to  Dr.  Henry  Gale:  "Tour 
letter  10  tbe  Secretary  of  War  hM  been  received 
at  thla  Department.  TTie  proposition  which  you  hare 
made  to  refrr  your  claim  to  lbs  Pea  Patch  to  arbitrators 
cannot  be  seceded  to  by  the  War  Department.  The 
opinion  of  the  district  attorney  having  been  made  for 
Ihe  benefit  of  this  Department  onlj^i  »  copy  of  it  cannot 
be  transmitted  lo  you."  And  i*  tht*  the  juat  compenss- 
lion  for  private  propeMy,  taken  for  public  use,  which  is 
guarantied  by  oureumtilalion?  No,  nri  iti^  iitderd,  tbe 
exercise  of  an   arbitrary  power  in  the  moat  arbitrary 

The  spirit  of  Dr.  Gals  revolted  al  the  opptesnont 
and.  In  the  very  desperatinn  of  his  helinga,  he  had  to  i«> 
sort  lo  the  taw*  of  bis  country  for  redrew  againat  that 
very  coiinlry.  An  ejectment  was  commenced  against 
this  Major  Bsbcock  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Slates,  and  notice  for  trial  at  Trenton  si  tlie  term  of 
April,  1820)  and  we  here  find  that  the  United  States,  in 
addition  lo  the  Attorney  General  and  diatrict  attorney, 
have  cslled  lo  their  aid  C.  A.  Rodney  and  G.  Read,  jr., 
B*qi.,  two  counsellors  of  the  bighrsi  standing  in  Dela- 
ware, and  Richard  Stockton,  then  at  Ihe  head  of  the 
bar  in  New  Jerseyi  bat  the  cause  wa«  continued  by  rea. 
•on  of  other  buiineas  which  had  Ihe  preference,  and 
the  rights  of  Dr.  Qale  were  again  postponed  for  six 
months.  In  Ihe  mean  time,  it  was  discovered  by  lbs 
counsel  of  Dr.  Gale,  that  the  Slate  of  New  Jeraey 
Boght  lo  bare  been  made  a  party  to  thit  suit,  and  applied 
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to  the  court  for  I«b*«  to  mtke  them  partte*.  Ttiia 
refiiKdi  by  rcMon  whereof  it  beoaiDc  necemry  for 
hin  to  diMantinue  and  eommence  ■  new  lail,  which  wu 
done  in  the  nipreme  coart  of  New  Jenej,  mt  ibe  term 
orOelotwr,  1S33.  The  United  Stale*  tpplied  to  Judge 
Wuhiniitan  to  remoTe  thia  caiite  into  the  circuit  cour" 
trf  the  Dniled  8tate«i  which  ■ppHciliDn  «u  granted, 
«0«tntT  to  Ihe  wirii  of  Dr.  Gale,  and  the  opinion  of 
hi*  oounaei.  Judge  Waahiiwton  aoon  diacorered  bii 
•rrOT,  and  acnt  llie  cauie  back  to  the  luprente  cov 
the  State,  where  it  waa  again  entered  for  trial  at  the 
NorembEr  term,  183S|  and  by  thia  time  !  find  that  the 
United  Btalea  had  engaged  to  ataial  in  thia  work  of  op- 
prearion  two  other  gentlemen  of  Ihe  bar,  Mr.  George 
Wood,  one  of  Ihe  lading  membcra  of  ihe  bar  of  New 
Jeraey,  and  Ur.  Van  Djke,  of  Delawarei  and  Ihe  caiue 
)■  again  put  off  bf  the  OaUed  Stale*,  by  reaaon  of  Ihe 
IndiipoaitioB  of  Hr.  Van  Dyke,  M»d  becauae  It  would  be 
inoonrcoient  for  Hr.  Read  to  attend  1«  il|  and  thua  again 
the  hope*  of  thb  nan  are  blasied.  The  fuA*  which  I 
aiUe  arc  all  aupported  hy  the  correapoadenoe  contained 


whieh  I  have  proeared  from  the  War  Departnei 
vbieh  arc  now  vpon  ny  table,  and  aubjeet  to  the  in- 
■pectioB  of  any  gentleman  who  may  chooaa  to  examine 
tbmm.  Soon  after  thia.  Major  Baboock,  the  defendant 
in  ejectment,  died,  and  the  *uit  wa*  thereby  abated. 
But  if  i  undcnteod  the  gentleman  from  Kenlueky,  ^Mr. 
Hassix,]  he  Bud  that  the  death  of  a  defendant  in  eject' 
ment  doe*  not  abate  the  luit.  I  believe  that  they  iMTe 
in  Kentucky  aome  tpecial  law  npon  thia  aubj  eat  to  keep 
the  auit  alirei  but  at  Ihe  conmon  U«,  and  by  the  lava 
of  New  Jeraey,  the  death  of  a  aele  defendant  in  ejeot- 
■tenl  doe*  abate  the  auiii  and  for  tbi*  cauae  the  auit  of 
Or>  Gale  waa  abated)  and  abovt  thi*  tine  the  (brlifl- 
eallaiw  which  bad  been  erected  by  the  United  State* 
were  eoMomed  by  fire,  and  Ihe  preaiaea  left  raoant. 
And  here  let  dm  pauie,  and  **k  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  every  other  honorable  gentleman  upon 
thia  floor,  to  point  out  a  single  act,  word,  or  deed,  of 
Dr.  Gale,  in  thia  narrative,  that  ia  unbecoming  an 
honorable  man  and  a  good  oiliien.  Tired  out,  by  a 
tedioa*  and  vezatioua  lawauit,  and  almoat  ruined  by  it* 
•spenae,  he  again  appeala  lothejtutice  and  humanity 
of  hi«  oouniry,  and  *|^in  triea  to  ^ect,  by  negotialion, 
that  which  ia  denied  to  him  by  the  riow  and  uncertain 
prooeaa  of  legal  pmceedingi)  and  the  retult  of  Ihi*  nego- 
tiation ia  found  in  the  agreement  of  1S31,  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  commiltee.  Thua  far,  the  odium  of 
oppreaaing  thia  man  ia  properly  chargeable  upon  the 
different  oRoen  of  Ibe  Gvemment  having  charge  of  the 
mattert  but  from  ihediteofthiaagrcemenl,  part  of  that 
•diom  muat  reit  upon  thia  House.  Our  altentioa  wa* 
called  to  the  aubject  by  Ihe  President  a*  early  a*  1831, 
and  an  appropriation  aahed  to  enable  the  Ezcouiive  to 
fiilM  this  agreement  in  good  futh.  A  bill  wa*  reported 
lor  the  purpo*ei  but  the  wronM  and  iojuriea  of  an 
Amarioan  eilisen  were  loo  hwgniBoaitt  to  command  the 
attention  of  Congrcsai  and,  like  Ihe  lawauit,  the  eoniid- 
cralion  of  the  bin  it  postponed  nntil  a  more  convenieot 
aeaaon.  And  again,  in  1833,  the  Preaident  calls  our  at- 
<n  to  the  Bubjeei,  and  again  we  neglect  the  claima 
la  man,  nol  tracauae  tbey  arc  unfounded,  but  he- 
eaose  il  waa  not  convenient  to  attend  to  Itiem.  In  the 
early  psrt  of  1833,  Ihe  agent  of  Dr.  IHIe  baa  an  inter, 
view  wilb  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he  promisri 
him  that  iribe  bill  then  before  Congresa  for  this  appro- 
piiation  ahould  not  pass,  "the  claim  (of  Dr.  Gate) 
would  be  ^tingnished  out  of  the  appropriation  to  be 
made  for  rebuilding  the  fori)"  and  an  the  36th  of  March, 
1833,  General  Graliot  writea  to  Ihe  agent  of  Dr.  Qale, 
requeating  the  Doctnr  "  to  come  to  Ihi*  place  in  perwn,  . 
or  toaendanagcBtdulyaiiihoriiedtoBcllhia  title  to  the  i 


of  thia  n 


iriand,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Congres*  at  Ita  tttct 

On  the  33d  November,  1833,  the  a^nl  of  Dr.  GUa  ' 
informs  (he  Secretary  of  War  that  he  is  yet  aulhoriied 
to  accept  the  917,000,  with  the  interest,  from  the  data 
of  the  i^reement)  and  offers  to  come  to  Washington 
immediately,  if  the  Secretary  was  dispoaed  to  make  such 
arrangement)  and,  on  the  13th  of  December  following, 
the  Secretary  infomed  the  agent  (by  letter  of  General 
Gratiot)  that  General  Wall  "  hid  reported  favorably  of 
Ihe  liile  of  Ur.  Gale,"  and  that  his  proposition  will  ba 
acceded  to,  provided  the  Attorney  General  shall  agree 
with  QEnenI  Wall  in  opinion.  And,  in  conaequence  of 
that  letter,  the  agent  repaired  to  Washington,  and  waa 
there  informed  h;  General  Gratiot  "that  every  thing 
would  be  arranged  at  once,  provided  he  would  laka 
917,000."  But  he  had  no  authority  to  remit  the  inter* 
ett,  and  a  new  authority  could  not  readily  be  obtained, 
for  Dr.  Gale  via  dead,  and  hid  bequeathed  thi*  claiB\ 
this  evidence  of  the  injuilice  of  his  country,  to  hi* 
children,  who  were  scattered  m  different  pari*  of  lb* 

Such,  Hr.  Speaker,  are  the  facia  of  thia  caaet  and 
gentlemen  on  this  flow  now  aak,  why  do  not  the  heir* 
of  Dr.  Oale  prosecute  their  suit  at  law  to  a  conduslonf 
They  answer  by  pointing  to  the  history  of  the  oaae,  to 
their  own  poverty,  to  the  ruined  fortune  and  death  of 
their  parent,  to  the  delaya  of  law,  and  to  the  injnaliceof 
thrir  country)  and  the  anawer  ought  to  be  conclunve  to 
the  heart  of  every  man  of  feeling,  and  to  the  bead  of 
every  legislator. 

But  in  what  aitustion  are  we  placed  ai  regarda  Ihts 

eropetlyf  It  li  ot  great  value,  and  particularly  to  Ibt 
niled  aiatea.  We  paid  nothing  to  Delaware  for  her 
cession,  turned  Dr.  Gale  out  of  the  actual  pomemion, 
and  nov  seek  to  deprive  his  heir*  of  any  conpenaationt 
and  thi*  we  call  making  just  compensation  for  private 
property  which  we  lake  for  public  use,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  oitr  conitilotion.  Sir,  il  is  a  mockery,  a  denial 
of  Justice,  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  despotic  power,  and 
a  violation  of  the  constitution. 

I  quit  the  subject,  expresMog  the  ardent  hope  that 
Congres*  will  now,  by  their  vote,  do  sll  that  yel  remain* 
in  their  power  to  redreas  the  wrongs  of  these  elaiinBDl*^ 
and  rescue  our  constitution  from  further  vioUtiun. 

When  Mr.  Dicxiasoa  had  lioncluded. 

The  bill  wu  further  debated  by  Meairs.  HOWARD, 
PEYTON,  REYNOLDS,  and  FULLER. 

Mr.  HILLIGAN  next  took  the  fioori  but. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Ho  as  IT,  Hit  I& 

THB  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Legiabturs  of 
Kentucky,  in  favor  of  the  passsge  of  a  law  for  the  di*- 
trihulion  among  the  aeveral  Stales  of  the  proceed*  of  Ihe 
aalea  ^  the  public  lands,  were  taken  up  for  cooaidera- 
lion  aa  the  unfinished  business  oflasl  Monday. 

The  question  atill  beiiw  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wik- 
uaKs,  of  Kentucky,  to  refer  the  resolutions  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Mean^  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  in  conformity  thereto — 

Mr.  GRAVES  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Ihe  opps> 
nents  of  Ihe  resoluliom,  and  advocated  their  adopiion. 
He  went  into  detail  of  ibe  amounts  which  bad  bean  re- 
ceived from  ssle*  of  lands,  and  of  the  amount  of  surplus 
now  or  toon  to  be  expecied  remaining  in  Ihe  Treason. 
He  contended  that  the  large  appropriations  last  year  for 
many  purposes  of  Ihe  Government,  such  a*  Ibriifica- 
liona,  ho.,  were  not  all  expended,  and  the  atill  larger 
appTopriatioas  already  made  were  a*  large  aa  could  b* 
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profioblr  employed.  He  did  nol  think  it  proper  lo  fo 
on  miking  eKtrav*g«nt  appro priitionr,  when  Iiibor  ind 
mitrrids  could  not  be  obtained  to  abinrb  the  money. 
Ha  ipoke  of  the  different  tmounta  drawn  from  the  Got- 
ernmcnt  by  difTcrrnt  Stales,  and  aaid  lliere  watan  undue 
direrjily.  New  Vork,  according  to  an  eilimale  he  had 
made,  had  received  more  public  money  for  her  public 
worki,  Mch  ai  cuitoni-liouae*,  farli,  navy  yards  &o., 
than  all  the  Southern  Stklei  and  Kentucky  put  together; 
while  Kentucky,  which  had  contributed  to  much  to  in- 
creiie  the  value  of  Ihia  lource  of  revenue,  and  had  paid 
10  Urge  an  amount  of  it,  had  actually  received  Iru  than 
•Imoit  any  State  in  the  Union.  He  thought  Ihtt  Slate 
deaerved  and  ought  to  receive  k  proper  ihare  of  thii 
moneyi  and  the  amount  which  mig>it  be  dislrlbuled,  ii 
be  calculated,  ivoiild  yield  to  Kentucky  about  two  mil- 
liont.  He  condemned  the  preient  mode  of  keeping  and 
uaing  tbe  public  money,  and  thought  the  manner  in 
which  it  orag  depoiited  in  irreaponfible  banka,  and  uied 
by  individuali  Tut  Bpeculation,  wai  highly  danferoui, 
both  ID  the  aafely  of  ibe  fund*  and  the  virtue  of  the 
GoTernmenI  and  the  people. 

He  aaid  this  measure  had  been  called  a  political  hob- 
by, and  it  was  opposed  by  some  on  that  ground)  but  be 
did  not  wiah  10  to  consider  it.  IF  it  war,  as  he  believed, 
»  great  mcaiure  of  general  Htility  and  common  justice; 
If  it  was,  as  had  been  aaid,  a  meaaiire  demanded  by  the 
Toice  of  the  people,  then  it  *•»  juii  the  hobby  a  puliii- 
cian  ought  to  ride,  and  not  on  the  back  of  a  hero.  Tlie 
question  should  be  acted  upon  with  reference  to  ita 
tnerita  alone,  and  not  according  tu  the  opinions  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson  or  any  body  else.  It  was  aaid  the  Preai- 
dent  WDilId  veto  the  biHt  that  ihould  make  no  difference 
in  tlie  action  of  the  membem  oftiie  House,  Tliey  should 
ftct  upon  their  own  responsibility  to  their  consiituenis, 
birly  and  honeilly.  ir  other  deparlmenii  of  the  Gov- 
ernment thouf;lit  diflerently,  they  must  also  stand  befure 
the  people  upon  iheir  own  responsibility.  F>icli  person, 
ht  himself,  should  decide  deliberately,  according  to  his 
•ense  of  constitutional  duty. 

Ur.  GUSHING  said  he  bad  something  to  say  upon 
this  subject,  but  h«  did  not  think  the  present  an  auapi- 
eiou*  occasion.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  further 
eonsideration  oftbe  resolution*  be  postponed  to  Monday 
next)  which  motion  prevailed. 

BELIEF  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLDMBIA. 

Mr.  W,  B  SHEPARD  hoped  the  House  would  take 
up  and  consider  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  relic  roftiie  aeveral  corporate  cities  of  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Objection  being  made,  Ur.  MANN,  of  New  York, 
tnoved  to  (uspend  the  rule  for  llic  purpose  of  taking  up 
•aid   bill)   which  was  agreed   to:  Ayes  101,  noes  nut 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  moved  that  the  House  concur 
in  the  amendment  ofthe  Senate. 

[The  Senate'*  amendment  provided  that  Ihe  slock  of 
the  corporations  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ss  a  pledge  ollhe  assumption 
by  the  Government  of  the  Holland  luam  and  Ihst  officer 
to  authoriied,  at  any  time  deemed  mo>t  favorable  williin 
ten  yean,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimbune  tlie  United 
States  for  the  amount  advancrdi  and  if  the  stock  thus 
•old  abnuld  yield  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to 
tbe  Government,  that  the  excras  shall  be  paid  over  to 
Iheievcralciirpontiansafihe  Diairict,] 

Mr.  JARVIS  objected  to  the  amendment  of  the 
SciWle.  He  was  opposed  to  advancing  thi*  money,  and 
holclini;  out  tlie  deception  that  the  Government  wa«  lo 
be  hrreaAer  reimbursed  by  the  stock  propoaed  to  be 
pledged,  when  it  mu«  be  evident  that  it  was  wholly  in- 
i,deq>iate,  and  Dtver  would  be  worili  tbe  amoupt  pro- 


posed to  be  advanced.  He  waa  willing  to  strike  out  Ihe 
slock  aliugether,  and  let  the  money  be  appmprialed  *• 
a  gratuity.  He  waa  opposed  lo  placing  the  Government 
in  the  poaition  of  a  pswn-brukeri  and  he  was  Mill  mora 
oppoied  to  holding  out  a  pretence  that  they  were  lo  ba 
reimbursed,  when,  in  fact,  they  were  giving  away  thi* 
money.  He  was  willing  to  give  it,  but  not  In  Ihia  in- 
direct manner,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would  »!• 
here  lo  Iheir  amendmenU,  and  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence might  be  able  lo  propoae  a  compromise  which 
3uld  be  acceptable  to  a  majority  of  each  House. 
Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  considered  the  amend- 
ent  more  objectionable  than  Ihe  provision  in  Ihe 
-iginsl  bill  as  it  paiaed  the  Senate,  on  the  ground  of  th« 
power  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  ofthe  Treaaury  to 
sell  this  alack  at  any  time  within  ten  yeara,  and  the 
provision  that,  if  it  should  sell  for  more  than  the  amount 
advanced,  the  excess  should  be  paid  over  to  the  curpo- 
aliens.  If  the  Government  take  this  stock,  and  run  the 
iak  of  being  reimbursed,  it  should  certainly  be  entitled 
to  all  the  advantages  which  might  posubly  accrue  frooa 
profitable  disposition  of  the  same,  By  the  sinendmeni, 
ie  corporations  were  to  dtrive  all  the  benefit,  and  the 
Government  had  to  austain  all  the  loss.  He  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  negatived,  and  that  thia  bill  would 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  with  the  uofimsbcd 
buaineaa,  where  it  ought  lo  be. 

Mr.  UNUERWDOU  atked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  ofthe  Senate;  which  wen 
ordered. 

Mr.  WISE  was  opposed  to  the  bill  in  everyahape, 
whether  in  the  form  of  a  gifr,  or  a  bargain  and  aalei  and  ex- 
pressed liis  surprise  that  such  an  cxtrsordinary  measure 
should  hive  obtained  precedence  overthe  important  busi- 
ness of  the  House.  Neither  the  public  nor  private  businea* 
should  have  been  made  lo  give  place  to  this  bill.  There 
were  cUima  involving  $5,(100,000  on  account  of  French 
spoliation*  prior  lo  IBOO,  which  coukl  not  even  be 
brought  beforethe  House,  and  which,  if  examined,  would 
be  found  lo  be  founded  in  atrici  juatice,  and  other  claima 
which  had  been  outstanding  for  a  half  century  were 
forced  aside  for  the  purpose  of  letting  in  this  bill  for  ths 
reliefof  the  corporations  of  thi*  Diatrlct.  He  had  looked 
into  thia  bill,  and  could  not  support  it  upon  an/ground 
of  policy,  rekton,  or  sympathy.  The  smsunt  ofdebt  due 
by  the  corporations  was  the  result  of  mismanaKement 
and  folly,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  hioiaelf 
and  his  constituent*  whether  this  stock  wai  owned  by 
foreigner*  or  by  the  ciiiMns  of  ilii*  District.  If  it 
should  be  purchased  by  the  former,  it  might  be  their 
interest  lo  bring  capital  to  us,  and  Ihu*  be  a  benefit 
to  us. 

Mr.  W.  WM  aware  that  some  indivldusia  would  be 
benefited  by  Ihe  passage  of  this  act.  In  consequence  of 
the  load  of  debt  hanging  over  Ihe  corporal  ions,  teMlion 
wB*  80  great  that  real  estate  had  depreciated  to  almost 
nothing.  Some  hawk-eyed  speculators  hsd  bought  up 
much  properly,  and  if  this  bill  should  paaa,  the  property 
thus  purchased  would  rise  100  percent,  in  value.  It 
wss  a  matter  of  no  esnsequenee  with  liia  constituents 
whether  one  set  of  speculatora  or  mother  should  be 
moat auceesarul.  In  w^er,  therefore,  to  test  the  sense 
of  Ihe  House,  he  moved  to  Isy  the  bill  and  amendments 
on  the  table,  and  asked  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
lion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were; 

Yau— Messrs.  Aah,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
3ovee,  Drown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bynom,  J.  Calhoun, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman.  N.  H.  Clah 
borne,  J.  F.  II.  Claiborne,  Coica,  Connor,  Crug,  Uush- 
man,  Dickson,  l^fner,  James  Gsriand,  Glllel,  Gramland, 
Grayson,  Grifiln,  Haley,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hawea,Haynes, 
Hulsey,    Huntsman,    J.   Johnson,   C.    Johnson,    J.    W. 

Jones,  Lawlcr,  L.  Lea,  Lyon,  Hariin,  J.  Y.  Haaon,  Vf, 


A^^OOglC 


3721 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


5722 


UiT  16,  18S6.] 


Dulrid  of  CiJumUa. 


[H.  01  B. 


MMon,  Mkury,  HcCiny,  McKay,  MeLene,  Montgomery, 
Mon^n,  Owcnt,  Pulton,  Peyton,  Pickcna,  Renchtr,  John 
Reynold*,  Jowph  Reynold!,  Koine,  Dobertson,  Rci^ri, 
A.  H.  Sheppcrd,  Shieldi,  9milh,  Sltnderer,  J.  Thominn, 
W.  Thompmn,  Toucey,  Towni,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Werki,  L.  Williims,  S.  Willlimi,  Wiu— 75. 

KtTi— Hcun.  Adami,  C.  Allan,  II.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bockee,  Burden,  Briffga,  W.  B. 
Cillioun,  CombrelenfT,  G.  Chamben,  John  Chambers, 
Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cuih- 
inf,  Darlington,  Dcberry,  Denny.  Dickenon,  ETerett, 
FairHeld,  Parian,  Pry,  W.  K.  Fuller,  GliKOck,  Gran- 
f^r,  Qrennell,  J.  Hall,  Htiher,  Harlan,  9.  9.  Harriion, 
Haleltine,  Henderron,  Hoar,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Huntingtun,  Ingham,  J.  Jackion,  Janei,  JartU, 
Jenifer,  It.  M.  Johnion,  B.  Jonet,  Judwn,  Kcnnon,  Kil- 
gorc,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Laming,  Laporle,  Lawrence,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loie,  Lucas,  J.  Mann, 
M.  Mijon,  Samton  Mi«on,  May,  UcKennan,  McKim, 
Mercer,  Miller,  Mllligan,  Moore,  Horrii,  Page,  Parker, 
Pattenon,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Jamei  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew, 
I'helpt,  phillipa,  Putlt,  Seed,  Schenck.W.  B.  Bhepard, 
Shinn,  Sickle>,  Slide,  Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Turrill.  Vanderpoel,  W»rd, 
Wardwell,  Waahlnglon,  Web.ler,  While— 106. 

Bo  the  Hoiiae  refuted  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PARKER  contended  that  the  Senate  had  made 
the  bill  worie  than  it  wm  originally.  The  imendment 
■night  affect  aerioualy  the  Interrits  of  the  United  Statei. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa  authoriied  to  aell 
thii  itock  at  any  time  within  ten  jcnt.  He  objected  lo 
the  retponsibiliiy  which  waa  thrown  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  alao  lo  making  that  officer  a  broker. 
He  might  determine  to  lelt,  atHl  if  the  proceed!  ahould 
not  come  up  to  the  eicpectaiion*  of  the  corporationi, 
they  would  complain  iliat  he  had  anld  too  aoont  or  he 
might  delay  auch  tale  until  the  end  of  ihe  ten  yean,  and 
■imilar  complainli  might  be  made  that  he  had  i|iaited  too 
long.  He  hoped  the  Houae  wouldadhere  to  their  amend- 

Mr.  VANDEItPOKL  nid  thai  the  imendment  of  Ihe 
Senate  now  under  coniideratiiin  wu  certainly 
fiTonble  to  the  Government  than  the  proriiion  ii 
tion  to  the  atock  whtcb  the  bill  contained  when  it  firat 
Came  from  the  Senate.  The  original  bill  contained  •  pro- 
Tiiion  thit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaiiry  might,  aller  the 
expiration  of  ten  yean,  icit  the  atock  in  queition,  and 
mpply  the  avails  to  the  reimbunement  of  the  debt  now 
propoaed  to  be  luumcd  for  Ihe  benefit  of  the  three  cor- 
porationa  of  Waihington,  Georgetown,  and  Alexandria. 
The  Houae  amended  Ihia  provigion  by  making  an  ibio- 
lute  tranafer  of  the  atock  to  the  United  Slatea.  The 
Senate  had  amended  our  amendment  by  mortgaging  the 
■lock  to  ut,  and  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  to  aell  Ihe  ilock  within  ten  yean.  He  waa  In  favor 
of  concurring  in  the  Senate'*  amendment,  beciuw  it  ia 
aurely  more  acceptable  to  thoie  who  want  to  aever  the 
oonnrzion  between  the  Government  and  corporation! 
than  wu  the  oriK^nal  bill  from  the  Senate.  That  bound 
Ihem  to  the  atock  fur  the  term  of  ten  yeara^  without  the 
power  of  levering  them  from  it.  The  preient  imend- 
ment of  Ihe  Senate  luihorlied  Ihe  Secretiry  of  the 
Treaatiry  to  lell  the  itock  at  any  time  within  Ihe  ten 
yeiri)  and  aa  it  w  pretty  well  understood  thit  iiicorpon. 
ted  eompanie*  are  not  very  great  fivoritea  of  the  execu- 
tive department  of  thi*  Governmeni,  we  had  a  right  in 
hope  that  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  ihould  be  con- 
curred in,  the  partnerihip  between  Ihe  Government  and 
the  corporation  would  not  long  continue. 

Mr.  V.  laid  that  he  hid  aiated,  when  thli  bill  waa 
ander  tlitcunion  here  before,  thil  if  we  adhered  to  our 
original  determination  of  making  an  abariute  tranafer  of 
tbi*  itook  lo  tiie  GoTcrnmenl,  wb  would  not,  at  thia  lei* 


sion,  paia  any  Uw  for  Ihe  relief  of  Ibe  Diatrict.  Th» 
truth  of  that  leniiment  waa  now  more  minifeil,  ind  he 
would  here  repeit  that,  if  we  rejected  the  amendment, 
the  bill  would  be  loit,  and  all  Ibe  hope* of  Ihe  Diatrict 
would  be  b luted. 

Mr.  HARDIN  agreed  with  the  gentleman  laat  up, 

that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  wit  more  objrctioif 

able  than  Ihe  original  clauie  in  the  bill  from  the  Senate. 

edtitended  that  Ihe  mortgage   propoted  could   not 

forecloird  before  the  expiration  of  the  ten  yeari^ 

wilbitanding  the  proviaion  that  the  Secretary  ^ould 
proceed  to  tell  Ihe  mortgaged  itock  it  my  time  within 
that  period.  There  wii  mother  radical  error  connect- 
ed with  thia  amendment.  If  the  Secretiry  proceeded 
' }  aell  thit  itock,  the  United  Slatea  did  not  poaien  the 
ight  to  purchiie.  Some  Individual,  ai  the  igent  of  the 
lortgagert,  might  bid  one  dollar,  and  the  mortiKee, 
having  no  power  to  buy,  would  lose  hia  mon^.  I?  no 
pertoii  ahould  bid,  there  would  be  an  end  of'^the  buri> 
nett.  The  only  remedy  would  be  to  add  an  idditioiMl 
clauae,  giving  the  United  Statei  the  power  to  buy.  Hr- 
H.  urkdeiatotKl  thia  whole  bunneM.  The  object  of  thia 
bill  wai  to  make  i  gratuity,  colorable  only  lo  prevent 
Ihe  people  of  the  United  Statei  from  knowing  it.  If 
they  intended  to  give  thia  money,  let  it  be  done  openly 
and  directly,  and  let  them  have  the  credit  for  ao  tloing, 
and  not  throw  thia  kind  of  colnr  over  ■  Irvnnction, 
whereby  they  ippropriated  about  (3,600,000,  and  were 
lo  receive  in  exchange  properly  not  worth  half  a  millioni 
and  then  they  were  to  be  haraated  hereaAer  with  cotn- 
mitteea  of  ihoae  citiei,  begging  Congren  lo  give  them 
thil  atock. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  V^TUMroit] 
hid  alluded  lo  another  ordeal  through  which  thit  bill  wae 
to  pan.  Thil  wu  perhapa  a  fiery  ordeal  at  the  White 
Haute.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  gentleman  hid 
coniulted  the  PreiidenI  ii  to  Ihe  courie  which  he  would 
pariue  on  thit  aubjecl.  He  might  apeak  from  imtinctt 
or  like  i  pcnon  tee  king  aalt  water:  Ihe  gentleman  might 
hare  been  enlightened  by  the  use  of  ■  forked  itick.  At 
all  evenU,  he  hoped  the  Pmident  would  veto  the  bitl| 
for  there  wia  certiinly  not  the  leaat  dlfTerence  in  princi- 
ple in  buying  tbii  tlock  la  mortgaged,  and  pnrchuiog  it 
ibiolulety. 

Mr.  MANX,  ofNew  York,  hid  voted  againit  the  billiii 
ill  ita  atigci.  He  ihould,  however,  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, a*  it  would  make  the  bill  far  more  acceptable  than 
in  the  form  in  which  it  paaaed  the  Houaeiand  aiit  would 
doubtlen  paia,  ha  dcalred  that  it  ahould  be  made  at  per* 
feet  aa  poasible.  He  should  vote  for  the  amendment, 
principally  on  the  ground  that  it  looked  to  the  ultimate 
ditaolution  of  the  connexion  between  the  Government 
and  thit  corpontion. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  had  never  mors 
anxioutly  endeavored  to  ditcover  aome  plauaible  pretext 
to  vote  Ibf  thit  bill.  Ho  had,  however,  not  been  »uc- 
cetaful.  He  had  examined  every  ground  upon  which 
thit  meaaure  could  potiibly  be  placed,  and  it  appeared 
to  bim  that  the  only  pretence  for  making  iliii  appropria- 
tion waa  upon  the  ground  of  charity  and  benevolencet 
and  he  could  never  content  to  legiiiate  upon  any  aucb 

Mr.  JENIFER  urged  the  Home  to  decide  upon  (be 
amendment  wiihout  Turther  debate,  and  made  a  few  rc- 
marka  in  aupport  of  the  imendment,  aa  (he  only  meana 
of  lecuring  relief  lo  the  DLitrlct. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previotii  quettiont 
which  wu  teconded:  Teai  BJ,  nayi  48 

The  main  qurttion  wia  then  ordered  to  beput.andlha 
amendment  of  the  Senate  wai  concurred  in,  la  followi: 

Yui— Henn.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Aihlcy, 
Bailry,  Beale,  Dockee,  Borden,  Briggs,  Cimbreleng,  ti. 

Cluunbeni  Chapin,Cbildi,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Cnncr, 
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Crane,  Cuibii^,  Titbtny,  Denny,  Dickenon,  Dromg^tole, 
Evtni,  Everett,  Fwrfield,  F*rlin,  Fry,  TV.  S.  fuller, 
Glucock,  Gntngcr,  Grennell,  Ra^ty,  Uimer,  Hannegun, 
HMbn,  a.  S.  HuHtDn,  HueUlne,  Hendcrion,  Uieater, 
Bdit,  Huntington,  HuntBTmn,  Inghim,  W.  jKckion,  J. 
Jickami,  J«ne«,  Jenifer,  R.  H.  Johiuon,  H.  Juhnion,  J. 
W>  Junci^  Judun,  Krnnon,  Kil^ore,  Line,  Liporlr, 
i«wler,  Lkwrence,  Leonard,  Lincotn,  Logtn,  Loykll, 
hue**,  A.  Hinn,  J.  Hknn,  J.  Y.  Hiton,  H.  HMon,  S.  M*- 
•on,  HcEenun,  HcSeon,  McSim,  Hercer,  Miller,  Hilli- 
gtn,  Moore,  Uorgwi,  Pige,  Pkltenon,  D.  J.  Pcmrce,  J. 
A.  FeKree,  Pettigww,  Phelpi,  Pbillipi,  Picken^  Poltl, 
Beed,  Rencher,  Schenck,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
pard.  Shield!,  Shinn,  Sickle*,  8Ude,  Spinrler,  Speight, 
SUndeter,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  T*Ii*rerro,  Tay- 
lor, Thomw,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpo*),  Ward, 
Wirdwell,  WuhlnKton,  Webater,  White— 110. 

Nat*— Neaara,  C.  Albn.  Aih,  Barton,  Bean,  Beau- 
mont Band,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bjchanan, 
Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carr, 
Carter,  CMcy,  Chapnun,  H.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Clark,  Cuffer,  Colei,  Cnnnor,  Cnig,  Cuah- 
mai^  Dickaon,  DunUp,  Erner,  French,  J.  C^rland, 
Gillft,  Grantland,  Grave*,  Grayton,  Oriffln,  J.  Hall, 
Hardin,  Barper,  Hawea,  Hayne^  Holaey,  Kopkina, 
Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Jarria,  J.  Johnaon,  C.  John- 
■on,  B.  Jonei,  Laniinf^,  L.  Lea,  Love,  Lyon,  Hartin, 
W.  HaKin,  Hay,  HcComaa,  UcKay,  McLene,  Uanl- 
gomery,  Hoiria,  Owrni,  Parker,  Paiton,  Peyton,  John 
B«y^o1d^  Roane,  Rubertaon,  Rc^r*,  Seymour,  Smith, 
John  Thnmion,  Vf.  I'hompaon,  Town^  Underwood, 
Vinton,  W*Kener,  Week*,  L.  WKliam*,  8.  Willlftma, 
Wiae— 83. 

DNITEB  STATES  AND  UEXICO. 

Hr.  HASON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  ConiDitlce  an 
Fore'«n  Affair^  reiiorted  the  bill  from  the  Senala  to 
provide  for  carrying  into  efTecl  the  treaty  at  limit*,  and 
■n  additional  article  thereto,  between  the  United  Stalea 
and  the  United  Mexican  Stale*)  which  wa»  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Mate  of  (be  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  U  AS  ON,  I  he  Houae  then  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  above  bill,  (Hr.  How- 
iMO  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Hr.  MASON  made  a  brieF 
explanation  of  it*  proviaiona,  which  appropriated  the 
aum  of  414,500  a*  a  compen*at1on  to  «  surveyor  and  a 
wmmiaaioner  on  the  part  of  (be  United  State*,  for  run- 
ning and  fixing  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
State*  and  Mexico,  at  preicribed  by  the  treaty  between 
the  two  Goremmenta. 

Mr.  WISE  would  inquire  if  the  law  itaelf  provided  for 
tbeaecoaunlaaioncrai  and,  alio,  if  they  were  inveiled  with 
full  power  to  determine  the  boundary,  without  refer- 
CDCe  to  any  ulterior  mcaiurei  on  the  part  of  Congrea*. 
A  controveriy  wii  at  (hi*  moment  going  on  with  refer- 
ence to  the  true  meaning  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  and 
Mesici^  reapecting  the  boundary,  a*  to  what  wai  the 
Sabine  river;  and  be  wat  credibly  informid  that  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Slate*  never  conaidered,  and 
did  not  then  conaldcr,  what  had  alwayi  been  con*idered 
the  Sabine  lo  be  the  Sabine  in  contemplation  of  the 
treaty  with  Mexico.  He  had  had  a  convertation  with 
Ur.  Darby,  and  that  diatinguiahed  geographer  had  in- 
formed him  that  there  never  had  been,  nor  ever  could 
be,  a  diipute  about  what  wa*  the  Sabine  riveri  and  he 
had  (uatained  hia  view*  In  a  publication  in  the  National 
Intelligencer.  Tet  Mr.  W.  undentood  from  Mr.  Darby 
that  the  Preaident  of  the  United  State*  attll  contended 
that  what  waa  heretofore  CDnsidered  the  Sabine  wa*  not 
the  true  river,  a*  contemplated  In  the  treaty. 

Hr.  UASON,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  proviiion*  of 


the  treaty.  That  treaty  preacribed,  a*  far  aa  any  treaty 
could,  the  boundary  between  the  two  countrieti  but  an 
additional  article  had  rendered  it  neceiairy  that  the 
boundary  line  ahould  be  run  and  aacerialned  by  actual 
turveya.  He  did  not  underatand  that  thia  biU  invealcd 
either  the  oomni*aioner  or  surveyor  with  any  other 
power  than  devolved  upon  them  by  the  treaty.  In  Ihe 
event  of  diaagreement  between  the  conimi**ionen  of  the 
two  countries,  Ihey  would  not  of  course  execute  the 
duty,  but  leave  it  open  for  hirther  negotiation  between 
the  Ooreroments.  That  waa  the  whole  purpose  of  (he 
bill.  The  treaty  required  that  each  Government  should 
appoint  one  eommliaiotier  and  one  lurveyor,  who  should 
act  together  in  runnit^  this  line,  and  this  bill  waa  soil- 
ing more  than  an  approyrislion  for  the  perforouBce  of 
that  duly  on  our  part. 

Hr.  PEYTON  Mggeated  to  the  geDtlcman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Hr.  Muoa,J  whether  it  was  not  prcaoalure  to 
urge  immediate  action  upon  thia  measure-  If  the  Intel, 
ligeneereoeivedihat  morning  sboiikl  turn  out  to  be  true, 
all  controversy  with  the  Qovernment  of  Mexico  on  the 
aubject  of  our  boundary  line  wa*  at  an  end,  and  the  next 
question  would  be  that  of  bailing  a  newborn  repuhlict 
or  acknowledging  Texas  t*  an  indcpeDdent  and  sovt> 
reign  State.  If  those  advices  should  be  eonSmed,  wa 
might  soon  be  called  upon  to  negotiate  with  a  people 
who  had  achieved  their  liberty  and  independcoce, 
averted  the  fall  of  the  Alamo,  and  cslabliahed  their 
rig^t  to  be  reccigniaed  with  all  the  powers  of  a  free, 
sovereign,  and  independent  State-  He  suggested,  therf 
lore,  whether  it  would  not  he  expedient  to  act  upon 
this  measure  at  some  more  distant  day  of  the  se*siol^ 
and  at  leait  wait  until  we  knew  whether  we  •hould 
carry  on  ncgotiationa  with  the  authoritiea  of  Mexico,  or 
with  the  Buthoritle*  of  the  republican  State  of  Tcxa*. 

Hr.  HASON,  of  Virginia,  trusted  that  the  gentlemaa 
would  ace  Ihe  neceaaity  of  paiiing  thi*  bill,  aince  it  wai 
nothing  more  than  to  carry  out  the  proviaiona  of  a  treaty 
entered  into  and  ratified  by  the  treaty-making  powers  it 
the  United  SUtes  and  Mexico.  So  far  as  the  United 
State*  were  coooerncd,  the  oonteat  now  raging  in  that 
country  in  no  way  affected  the  treaty  under  which 
the  boundary  of  the  United  State*  wa*  fixed)  for  be 
presumed  It  wa*  not  the  purpoae  of  the  TeiJan*  to 
acquire  any  portion  of  our  territory.  This  bill  waa 
an  indi*pens*i>Ie  step  for  the  execu^on  of  the  treat; 
on  our  part,  and  would  be  equally  obligatory,  *o 
far  as  the  boundary  wa*  concerned,  in  any  event  of  the 
contest  now  going  on  in  that  country.  If,  hereafter,  it 
should  become  neceasary  to  act  with  any  other  State, 
nothing  would  be  lost  by  placing  ourselves  in  a  aituatkn 
to  execute  the  treaty  to  its  letter  on  our  part. 

Hr.  PEYTON  said,  before  be  could  vote  for  thi*  bill, 
hs  should  wish  to  introduce  into  it  a  proving  that  our 
oommiaaioners  shall  meet  the  oommisnoner  of  Mexico 
or  Texas,  whicbever  might  be  the  Government  defiide. 

Hr.  CUSHING  aaid  the  diffioulties  started  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginis,  [Hr.  Wt*i,]  and  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Ur.  Pairw,]  were.  In  hi* 
view  of  the  Mibject  before  the  committee,  premature, 
and  altogether  unteaaonable.  The  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  present*  10  the  Hou*e  a 
very  aimple  quesdon  of  public  faith.  To  understand 
the  whole  caae,  and  to  find  a  complete  anawer  to  the 
objection*  interposed  in  the  way  of  the  billj  it  only 
need*  to  look  into  the  treatiea  and  the  legislatioa 
having  for  their  object  to  fix  and  define  the  southwc*^ 
crn  frontier  of  the  United  State*. 

Whatever  ancient  oontroveray  on  thi*  point  there  nay 
have  been,  there  can  be  none  at  this  precise  moment. 
In  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  settlement, 
and  limita,  between  the  United  Statea  and  Spain,  conclu- 
ded OD  tbe  33d  day  of  Febtuaiy,  1S19,  aod  c 
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Hat  16,  1836.] 


Ihilai  Statu  and  ibgieo. 


Mlled  the  Floruli  IMity,  the  United  Slite*  entered  into 
the  rotlowing  iKpuUtion: 

"The  boundtry  line  between  the  two  counlriei  west 
of  the  Hiuiuippi  ihill  begin  on  the  Gulf  of  Hriica,  iX 
tba  mouth  of  the  river  SRbine,  In  the  tea,  eontinuing 
north,  alonr  the  weitem  btnk  of  tbit  rircr,  to  the  thir- 
ty-eecond  degree  of  Utitudei  thence,  by  >  line  due 
north,  to  the  degree  of  latitude  where  It  itrikeB  the  Rto 
Boio  of  Nitcbitochei^  or  fkd  rutn  then,  fallowing  the 
course  of  the  Rio  Roso  weatward,  lo  the  dettree  of  lon- 
gitude 100  irett  from  London,  and  33  from  Wuhinf^on; 
then,  eroaing  the  nid  Red  river,  and  runninf;  thence, 
b;  ■  line  dua  north,  to  the  river  Arkanmi  thence,  fol- 
lowinjf  the  ceurie  of  thenalhem  bend  of  the  Arkaniag, 
to  iti  louree,  in  latitude  43  north)  and  thence,  hjp  that 
parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  South  aeai  the  whole  beln^ 
a«  laid  down  in  Melith'a  map  of  the  Umted  Statei,  pub- 
liahed  at  Philadelphia,  improred  lo  the  lit  of  January, 
1818." 

Then  (bllow»  a  renunciation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Statet  of  all  their  riphta,  claims,  and  pretenaioni,  to  any 
territoriet  l^in;  weal  and  (outh  of  the  ebove-deicribed 
line. 

In  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  there  a  the  follow- 
ing atipulaliom 

"To  Sz  ihia  line  with  more  precision,  and  to  phee 
the  landnnrka  which  ihall  designate  exactly  the  limiti 
of  both  nations,  each  of  the  contracting  parlies  shall  ap- 
point a  comminianer  and  surveyor,  who  shall  meet,  be- 
fore the  termination  of  one  year  from  the  dale  of  the 
ratification  of  this  treaty,  at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red 
river,  and  proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  laid  line  front 
the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  to  the  Red  river,  and  from  (he 
Bed  river  to  the  river  Arkansas,  in  conformity  lo  what 
it  above  agreed  upon  and  stipulated,  and  the  line  of  lat- 
itude 43,  to  the  South  sea.  They  will  mike  out  plans, 
ftnd  keep  journiti  of  (heir  prDcecdingi,  and  the  result 
■ICreed  upon  by  them  shall  be  considered  as  part  of 
this  treatv,  and  ahall  have  the  aamfc  force  aa  if  it  were 
inierted  therein." 

To  carry  into  ezecutian  thi*  treaty,  an  act  was  passed 
on  the  3d  of  March,  IS3I,  (he  third  aection  of  which  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  a  conunissioner  *nd  survey- 
or, "for  the  purposes  stipulated  in  tbc  fourth  article  of 
ttid  treaty." 

Owli^  to  the  priqiTesiof  the  revolullonary  war  raging 
in  New  Spain,  (his  treaty  remained  without  ezeculion, 
•o  far  as  regards  the  queition  of  llmith  un(il  afler  the 
United  8(ate«  had  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  Mexican  republic.  The  Mexican  republic  tuc- 
oreded,  ai  a  matter  of  caur«e,  to  the  rights  and  tlie  ob- 
iiga(ions,  in  this  respect,  possessed  by  and  due  to  Spsln. 
And,  to  remove  sll  doubt  on  the  subject,  there  was  con- 
cluded on  the  13(h  of  January,  1838,  a  treaty  of  llmiia  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  of  Americs  and  the  United 
Mexican  Slates,  continued  by  an  additional  article  eon- 
eluded  on  the  5th  of  April,  1831,  recognising  the  bound- 
ary line  of  the  two  republics^  and  the  mode  of  settling 
it  by  comnisai oners,  in  (he  precise  words  of  the  treaty 
of  1B19.  In  pursusnce  of  which  an  act  was  passed  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1833,  repeaiinfr,  in  substance,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  expired  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1831. 

These  Ireaiies,  for  causes  which  do  not  dlatinclly  ap- 
pear, still  remaining  without  execution,  another  ad- 
ditional article  to  the  treaty  of  limits  wss  concluded  on 
the  3d  of  April,  1835,  which,  briefly  referring  to  the 
treaty  oriBSS,  stipulates  once  more  Ibr  the  appoiclmeni 
of  a  commissioner  ind  surveyor  within  one  year  from  the 
exchange  of  rati fical ions. 

The  bill  before  the  committee  was  pasKd  in  the 
Senate,  and  is  now  reported  lo  the  House,  in  conformity 
with  a  very  recent  mcsMge  of  (he  President,  recom- 
mending that  the  neocHary  legislative  provision  may  be 


made  for  the  "  ftithfiil  exeention"  of  the  treaty  on  tiM 
part  of  the  United  States. 

Such  are  the  Ikets  upon  whidi  the  committee  is  called 
to  act. 

Now,  in  the  first  plaee,  the  gentleman  trom  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  alleges  that  doubts  exist  concerning  the  Irve 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican 
republic,  especially  as  to  what  is  the  river  Babine 
spoken  ofin  the  treaty  nfllmitsiand  heintjuires whether 
this  point  is  to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners,  or  it 
admits  of  the  interposition  of  the  United  Btatea,  Mr. 
C.  said  the  solution  of  this  diflicuUy  wss  apparent  on  the 
face  of  (be  treaty.  A  gei^phical  line  la  described  on 
paper)  commissioners  appointed  by  the  two  Govern. 
menta  are  to  run  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
to  the  Red  river,  and  so  on  to  the  river  Arkansas.  Th» 
are  to  trace  the  boundary  geographietUy,  aet  up  land- 
marks, and  make  out  plans  uf  (he  line  runi  and  the  re- 
sult agreed  upon  by  tiiem  ia  to  be  conaidered  aa  part  of 
the  treaty.  If  they  agree,  the  faith  of  the  nation  ia 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  the  boundary  ao  aacer- 
tained,  and  there  la  nothing  left  for  the  United  States  to 
do  in  the  matter;  nothing  for  Congreia.  If  (hey  do  not 
agree,  then,  indeed,  (here  must  be  fur(her  negotlailon 
between  the  two  republics.  But  we  are  not  to  antici- 
pate any  such  isaue.  We  cannot  deal  wi(h  it  inadvanee. 
When  it  comes,  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  deter- 
mine whsl  course  the  United  Siatea  ought  lo  puraiie . 

Next,  the  gentlemsn  from  TennesKc  [Ur.  FsTToa] 
calls  upon  us  to  delsy  this  bill,  in  order  to  run  the  line 
in  conjunction  with  the  new  8(sle  of  Texas.  To  thia 
Mr.  C.  replied,  that  the  United  States  were  bound  by 
solemn  treaties,  deliberately  contracted  with  the  Mexi- 
can Stitea,  which  treaties  defined  and  established  tba 
boundary  between  the  tnu  republics.  Our  obllgatlona 
towards  the  Mexican  Stales,  in  this  natter,  are  nowise 
changed  by  the  fjicl  of  a  civil  war  existing  in  Texas.  It 
ia  the  duly  of  theUnited  Siatea  to  continue  neutral  in 
this  controversy.  Wo  are  pledged  to  this  by  every 
consideration  of  honor  and  public  faith.  The  declaration 
of  independence,  issued  by  Ibe  insurgent  inhabitants  of 
Texas,  does  not  absolve  us  from  our  engsgemenls  to 
Mexico.  Repeatedly,  since  (he  Texlans  look  up  arwi^ 
(ho  Unlled  Stales,  as  it  was  their  ^uty  to  do,  have 
■vowed  and  proclaimed  their  determiontlon  to  observe  a 
atudied  neutrality,  taking  no  part  either  for  Texas  or 
Mexico.  The  ratificationa  of  this  very  additional  article 
were  but  recently  exchanged.  It  is  little  more  than  a 
week  since  (he  Freaident  asked  of  Congress  to  enact 
the  law  now  before  us,  in  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
limits.  And  in  the  documents  from  (he  Executive  on 
the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico,  just  communl. 
csted  to  the  House,  embracing  the  correspondence  be 
tween  Mr.  Forsyth  and  Mr.  Garostiza,  the  new  Mexican 
minister,  and  Ibe  initructions  given  to  the  civil  and  mill' 
tary  offlcersof  (he  United  Slates  in  regard  to  the  war  in 
Texaa,  there  is  continual  declaration  of  the  duty  and  in- 
tent ofthe  United  States  lo  remain  wholly  neutral,  and 
to  cause  their  neutrality  to  be  respected.  The  readiness 
to  run  this  boundary  line  Is  one  of  the  pinicuhn  in 
which  the  Prealdent  has  slgniSed  his  wish  to  indicate  the 
neutral  purposes  and  the  good  faith  of  the  Unlled  Stales. 
Has  ihe  Mexican  republic  ceased  to  exist'  Does  the 
revolt  of  one  of  hrr  provinces  absolve  ui  from  our 
treaties  »ith  her?  Clearly  not.  And  it  la  prepoalerou* 
lo  imagine  that  the  United  Sta'ea  will  geek  to  conspire 
with  l&xleo  to  rnn  thia  line  fraudulently,  to  the  injury  of 
Texas.  There  is  no  danger  of  error  on  Ihst  side.  And 
If  the  Tezians  schieve  their  Independence,  the y  will  suc- 
ceed to  all  the  rights  of  ihe  Mexican  republic,  in  Ihe 
matter  of  her  northesslern  frontier,  precisely  ss  Mexi- 
co succeeded,  in  tbii  identical  case,  lo  Ihe  right!  of 
Spain.    Thi*  it  a  principle  of  Internalional  law,  loo 
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well  leUlrd  to  admit  of  di*pute.  The  honor  of  the 
United  States  requirra  tli*t  thejr  iliould  put  thii  liv, 
tn  execution  of  the  treaty  of  litnili,  and  in  obedience 
to  it!  condillonij  and  if,  meantime,  Tezai  ihould 
become  independent,  either  in  fact  or  by  expreu 
reco|;nilion,  that  possible  stale  of  things  can  be  met 
when  it  arrires.  without  the  United  States  hating  aub- 
Jected  their  faith  to  question  by  Meiico,  or  any  other 
foreign  Pow«r,  as  he  woutd  do  in  refuiinf;  to  comity 
with  the  Btipurationi  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  C.  deprecated  the  untiTnely  and  precipitate  agi- 
titinn  of  the  all-important  aubject  oF  the  future  deatiny 
of  Tetaa.  He  waa  aware  that  the  acknowledgment  of 
ill  independence,  or  the  amieialion  of  it  to  the  United 
States,  was  ■  possible,  not  to  aaj  probable,  question, 
which  this  Congresi,  and  at  the  present  seaaion,  might 
be  called  upon  to  determine.  Perhapa  at  (hia  veiy 
moment,  the  revolutionized  iahabllanta  of  Texaa  may 
hare  rendered  themselves  independent  in  lad,  by  a 
conclusive  triumph.  But  of  Ihia  we  have  no  certain 
knowledge.  And  it  doea  nut  become  us  to  decide  now, 
in  (bis  incidental  way,  what  we  will  do  in  the  possible 
future  event,  and  in  reference  to  a  point  of  such  vast 
importance  to  the  United  States,  [t  is  a  question  re- 
plete with  consequences,  both  of  principle  and  of  policy, 
enduring  to  the  end  of  time.  No  queaiion  has  arisen  ao 
momentous  Id  the  whole  United  SlalM,  and  to  every 
part  oF  it,  since  llie  period  of  the  cession  of  Louiiiana. 
Give  us  lime  to  think  of  it,  to  weigh  it  deliberalely  in 
•II  ita  bearing*,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  facts,  in- 
Blesd  of  embarrauing  Ibe  ordinary  legislation  of  the 
House,  by  raahly  plunging  into  tliis  controversy,  with 
premslure  and  idle  haste,  unbecoming  atateamen  or  men 
of  buslneai,  and  in  violation  of  the  good  faith  of  the 
United  Statea. 

Mr.  WISE  had  only  atarted  the  queaiion  aa  to  the  pow- 
er of  the  commistioncra.  He  now  underatood  (hat  these 
oommisaionera  had  the  sole  power,  if  they  agreed,  of 
aetiling  the  boundary,  and  that  it  would,  m  that  caae, 
never  come  up  befoie  Congreia  al  all.  He  conceived 
thia  to  be  the  proper  time  to  settle  the  question  of  the 
power  of  the  commiaaionera,  and  alao  with  regard  to  ul- 
terior objecta.  He  aaw  no  reaaon  for  hurrying  this  bill 
through  at  thia  time.  He  did  not  believe  that  if  our 
commissionera  were  sent,  Santa  Anna,  with  his  hands  as 
full  aa  ihey  were,  would  send  any  on  liia  pari.  Mr.  W. 
waa  for  postponing  the  aubject,  fur  the  preaent  at  least. 
He  knew  and  felt  thai  Texas  would  be  free,  and  he 
ahould  make  no  cool,  cold  calculaliona  about  the  matter. 
He  had  also  another  reaaon  fur  poatponing  this  bill.  It 
seemed  as  if  we  were  anxiouE,  by  far  loo  anxious,  in  our 
consistent  determination  to  preserve  our  neutralilyi  too 
anxious  wiih  our  profesaiona.  We  seemed  to  be  too 
neutral  between  those  parties,  as  if  we  wished  to  lisaletl 
(he  execution  uf  the  (realy  with  Santa  Anna.  It  might 
eome  to  this,  that  we  might  have  no  boundary  line  to 
settle,  fur  he  wished  to  See  Texaa  bone  of  our  bone,  and 
flesh  of  our  fltih,  under  the  xgis  of  our  constitution. 

Mr.  MASON  referred  to  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  of  the  5ih  of  the  present  montb,  in 
reference  to  the  treaty  with  Meiieo,  and  recommending 
the  appropriation  embraced  in  this  bill.  He  expressed 
an  earneat  hope  that  the  discussion  of  the  grave  and  im- 
portant queaiiona  adverted  lo  would  not  be  indulged  In 
on  the  preaent  occ^aiot?.  Tliia  bill  vat  in  no  sense  in- 
conaiatent  with,  ncr  had  any  remote  bearing  upon,  any 
r'Klit  Texas  might  at  ibis  moment  possess,  or  might  bcre- 


isideratioi 


With  regard  to  the  bill,  then, 
remarked  (hat  it  came  from  the  Senate  befui 
miltee  on  Foreign  Affair*  on  Salunlay  last,  who  held  a 
meeting,  and  unanirouUbly  determined  to  report  the  bill, 
knd  recommended  Us  paasagc  through  the  Hpuie.     Al 


that  litne  no  Intelligence  had  been  received  reapeciing 
the  result  of  the  movements  In  Texss,  so  thst  the  corn, 
miltee  could  not  be  charged  with  any  indecent  haste  in 
reportinjT  the  bill  that  morning. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  wished  thisbill  poatpo- 
-  ned,  for  a  short  time  at  least,  on  the  ground  that  ilie  as- 
pect of  affsjra  had  materially  changed  since  the  adJitional 
article  of  the  treaty  had  been  entered  into.  If  the  newt 
of  that  morning  were  true,  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea  would  either  not  appoint  commissioners  on  our 
part,  or  he  would  paune  at  leastiand  therefore  Mr.  C- 
ihoughl  the  bill  h^d  better  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

Mr.  PEYTON  (hen  moved  the  amrndment  he  had  in. 
dlcaled,  providing  that  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Slates  be  authorized  to  act  with  commission- 
ers appointed  by  the  Government  uf  Mexico,  or  by  the 
Government  of  Texas,  whichever  ia  recognised  by  ttie 
United  Stales  as  a  Government  dt  Jac'o. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  would  vule  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  preferred  to  pass  it  now,  for  the  wery  rea- 
sons given  by  gentlemen  for  ita  postponement!  brcause 
there  were  difficulties  eiiating  between  Meiico  and 
Texiai  because  the  people  oF  Texas  are  our  own  flesti 
and  blood,  our  own  kindred)  because  speculations  In 
landa  had  been  made  by  our  own  citiaena  within  that 
province,  and  It  was  generally  believed  we  had  a  deure 
to  hold  Teiasi  that  we  had  been  charged  with  having  a 
friendship  and  feeling  for  ita  people,  (and  his  heart  gave 
testimony  that  it  was  trur,}  and  because  ws  were  already 
suspected,  from  these  circumstances,  of  a  deaire  lo  take 
part  in  the  dispute  between  Mexico  and  Texaa. 

He  said  he  had  two  reasons  for  wishing  the  hill  lo  paaa 
■t  Ihia  lime,  rather  than  at  any  other.  Firal,  he  wished 
to  allow  to  the  world  that  we  would  be  honest,  and 
abide  by  our  treaties  under  all  cireumstsncea.  Nothing, 
he  said,  could  be  of  more  importance  to  a  country  than 
that  itshould  maintain  itscharacter  for  bonealy — a  charac- 
ter we  muat  have  acquired  before  we  attained  our  present 
stand  In  (he  regard  of  all  naliona,  and  which  we  must 
continue  to  deserve  If  we  snaiain  that  aland  hereafter. 
"  Thou  shall  not  covet  thy  neighbor'a  gooia." 

Secondly,  he  wished  to  prove  to  the  world  that  wo 
could  and  would  live  in  peace  with  our  neighbors,  what* 
ever  might  be  (heir  Government,  deapotic  or  otherwise. 
These,  he  said,  were  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  prefer  passing  this  bill  immediately,  especially  as  we 
had  been  informed,  and  he  hoped  truly,  that  Santa 
Anna  was  taken,  wilh  his  whole  armyg  and  waaeiltitrln 
captivity  or  waa  slain:  which  it  was,  he  csred  not  a  fa'> 
thing.  If  we  wrre  to  believe  the  accounia,  which  seem  but 
too  well  eitabllshed  in  truth,  this  man  must  be  a  monster, 
diagracing  even  savage  warfare.  Let  il  be  aeen,  then, 
by  the  world,  that  we  would  have  been  (rue  lo  otir  en- 
gagements even  with  him. 

Should  he  still  be  living,  and  in  power,  we  will  settle 
the  line  with  him,  and  stickle  for  the  breadth  of  a  hair, 
to  obtain  our  utmost  limit,  but  aeltle  it  rightly.  Should 
Santa  Anna  have  fallen,  and  Texas  have  obtained  her  in- 
dependence, then  he  would  acknowledge  it|  and  greet 
iier  as  a  sister  republic.  Should  she  wish  to  come  into 
(he  Union,  he  would  delight  in  receiving  her.  He  wu 
sgainat  the  amendments.  He  did  not  wish  to  raise  any 
suppoaititioua  question  or  cases  in  relation  tn  it.  When- 
ever it  shuuld  become  proper  to  acknowledge  the  Inde- 
pendence of  Texaa,  he  was  willing  to  do  so  with  all  his 
heart.  But  let  us  keep  clearof  all  suspicion  of  interfe- 
ring directly  or  indirectly  with  this  quarrel,  or  a  design 
to  violate  our  faith  in  regard  to  this  treaty. 

In  reply  lo  some  remarks  that  had  been  made  al  dif- 
ferent times,  in  regard  lo  the  reception  oF  Texaa  inlo  the 
Union,  he  would  aay  a  word  or  two,  lest  he  might  b» 
misunderstood  by  any-  lie  supposed  it  waa  known,  or 
■t  any  rate  It  might  easily  be  found  out,  whether  hit 
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heart  lay  North  or  South.  Me  nid  hii  heart  waa  of  Ihc 
South,  and  with  the  3outb.  He  would  aay,  aa  waa  uid 
on  another  ocCMion,  "  thy  country  ihall  be  my  country, 
■nil  Ihy  people  my  people,  and  thy  God  ahalt  be  my 
God.  Where  thoa  ^oest  1  will  ro,  where  thou  diest 
I  wilt  dif,  «nd  there  will  I  be  buried."  He  wlahed 
ta  do  rif^il  in  retard  to  Texai,  and  withed  hla  coun- 
try to  do  right  also.  If  it  were  necenary.  In  order  to 
■uatain  the  balance  of  power  between  the  North  and 
the  SoQIh,  let  it  be  aaid  >a:  and  \(  we  can  purchaae  it, 
and  eonitituli orally  receive  it,  let  it  be  to.  If  it  be  not 
for  ule— and  it  ii  thnug'Kt  thai,  through  public  necea- 
lily  or  any  other  cause,  we  can  ri^'htfuIFy  lake  it—' 
do  it  openly.  Let  ua  declare  to  the  world  that  we 
to  do  it.  Do  not  let  ua  be  aerewed  up  lo  it  as  th 
hag,  in  the  beautiful  atory  of  Jennie  Deans,  wai  endeav- 
oring lo  aerew  up  Frank,  the  highwayman,  to  kill  poor 
Jennie.  At  she  would  let  out  her  diabolical  design  by 
piecemeal,  the  would  pay,  "  but  take  another  map  ' 
that  brajidy."  Said  Frank,  at  lait,  "what  I  do,.  I 
outright.  Let  me  know  what  you  wiah  me  to  do,  and 
what  you  wiih  me  to  doit  for.'' 

Mr.  B.  aaid  he  wai  afraid  that  tbeae  liat  remarki 
might  be  mitunderrtood  by  hii  friendj  over  the  way, 
but  he  would  stop  to  aisure  them  that  their  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  itrugi^lei  and  the  aufferinffa  of  these  peo- 
ple, and  hia  hopes,  however  he  mlg-ht  differ  with  them 
in  opinion,  ahould  he  find  himself  differing  with  them  in 
feeling,  he  would  know  that  hi*  feeling  wer«  wrong, 
■nd  endeavor  to  amend  them. 

In  relation  to  certain  objections  suggested  in  debate 
some  days  since  In  regard  to  its  beinR  projected  to  add 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  in  order  lo  extend  the 
bounds  of  negro  slavery,  Mr.  B.  would  wish  to  exclude 
•II  such  alluimns  and  such  feelings.  Such  coniideratinn* 
hsd  no  weight  whatever  with  him  in  givinc  his  vote  on 
this  bill. 

Some  gentlemen,  he  said,  bad  queer  notions  sbout 
slavery.  It  seemed  to  him  that  some  people  were  horror 
•truck  at  the  very  idea — the  name  of  black  slavery — 
black  oppression — black  sufferlngj  yet  thought  little  or 
nothing  of  these  when  operatinfr  on  white  people.  This, 
he  supposed,  was  owing  to  habit — what  a  man  was  sc- 
cunlomed  lo  aee.  A  black  man  who  has  his  Aof;,  and 
catchei  hia  f^anie  of  a  night,  and  visits  his  friends  and 
hii  neighbors,  does  a  moderate  day's  labor  in  the  day; 
and  if  he  geti  disorderly,  roguish,  or  mlsbehavea  In  any 
way,  he  gets  a  flogzlng  and  goes  ont  hia  wife  and  chil- 
drrn  provided  fur  in  health  and  nursed  in  sickness  by 
others,  as  well  as  himself— this  picture  struck  some  with 
great  horror. 

Another  kind  of  oppression — when  statute  upon  stat- 
ute— corporation  privilege  upon  corporation  privilege — 
capital  a  maaved — machinery  in  vented — population  crowd- 
ed, until  a  man  and  hia  family  must  starve  or  work,  and 


cheat  him  I  get  his  bond  for  as  much  nahe  is  worlbi  lake 
him  under  execution;  take  the  bed  from  under  his  wife 
snd  children — all  this  is  legal:  does  notjustify  any  inter- 
ference of  neighbnrs,  or  neighboring  Slates,  lo  Kt  it 
right:  does  not  forbid  an  extension  of  territory.  These 
scenes  strike  some  with  no  horror;  but  this  kind  of  op* 
pression,  distress,  and  alavery,  strikes  me  with  the  great- 
Set  the  horror  of  the  one  against  Ihsl  of 
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public  lands  purposely  kept  up  in  price,  to  put  it  Dulofthe 
power  of  the  poor  to  removei  yet  the  poor  msn  ia  free 
to  tske  or  refuse  the  wsges — the  emptoyer  free  to  give 
or  not — both  IVee.  The  employer  would  not  lay  1  he 
weight  of  his  hand  upon  any  one)  but  sits  and  enjoys  hia 
family  and  friends,  and  when  bed.lime  comes,  goes  to 
his  rest;  knowing  that  the  working  msn  is  free  to  take 
or  refuse  Ihe  wages  ofTeredi  knowing  also  he  and  his 
Amily,  without  his  recommend  at  ion,  csn  get  no  other 
employment — must  die  in  forty-eight  hours  without  some- 
thing to  eat,  and  haa  no  other  way  to  obtain  it.  Dire 
necessity  and  approtehing  starvation  compel  him  lo 
take  whatever  is  [>flrered — his  employer  looking  on,  with 
•  careless  regard,  to  Ibe  operations  of  Ibis  necessity — 
fflore  aerera  and  more  certain  to  subdue  him  than  Ihe 
lash  or  the  wheel.  Circumrenl  a  man  aitd  get  lum  drunk* 
Vm.  XII.— 334 


nsionof  the  bounds  of  negro  slavery,  is  about  bslsnced. 
I  have  no  great  desire  to  extend  alavery  of  any  kind. 
Negro  slavery  and  Its  extension  had  nothing  to  do  with 
(he  propriety  of  the  pasaage  of  this  bill,  or  the  adjust- 
ment  of  our  rights  wiih  Mexico.  The  bill  ought  to  pas*, 
in  compliance  with  the  law  and  the  treaty;  and  paaa  im- 
mediately, to  sustain  Ihe  faith  and  credit  of  Ihe  nation, 
and  because  it  is  right  thai  every  nation  as  well  as  every 
individual  should  svoid  inlerlering,  nay,  even  the  appear- 
ance of  interfering,  with  Ihe  quarrels,  and  especislly 
Ihe  domestic  quarrels,  of  their  neighbors.  Our  relations 
with  Texas  and  Mexico  should  be  preserved  aetlled,  and 
kept  in  good  faith,  without  regard  lo  negro  alavery; 
and  the  measures  of  the  Federal  Government  debated, 
adopted,  and  taken,  without  any  auch  unworthy  diilrutt 
of  each  member  or  section  towards  the  other;  and 
more  especially  without  any  taunting  from  one  section 
towards  the  other  in  regard  lo  any  miafortune,  pecu- 
liarity, or  impropriety,  which  the  one  may  conceive  lo 
exist  in  the  other.  Such  a  course  would  always  induce 
recrimi  nation.  It  could  do  nought  elae.  And  if  all  our 
skirti  were  examined  closely  anil  uncharitably,  enough 
wouM  be  found  lo  give  us  FUfficient  cause  fur  humility. 
When  we  came  into  this  Union,  we  took  each  other  for 
better  or  for  worse,  with  a  full  knowledge  on  all  hands 
of  Ihia  inatilulion  of  negro  slavery.  Let  us  not,  then, 
said  Hr.  H.,  be  told  or  hinled  al,  that  our  (erritorial 
limits  or  privileges  in  any  way  are  lo  be  circumscribed 
on  Ihat  account. 

Ur.  HOAR  waa  strongly  opposed  to  the  views  of  cer- 
tain gentlemen  wiih  regard  lo  Teiasi  and  for  himaelf, 
he  said,  whatever  might  be  the  result  in  that  quarter, 
he  never  would  give  his  vote  for  an  inch  of  that  terrilory 
e  an  Integral  part  of  the  Utilted  Slates,  under 
any  pretext  whatever. 

Mr.  VANDEKfOEL  ssid  that,  but  for  aome  remark* 
made  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
CiLBOOR,]  he  would  not  have  obtruded  himself  upoit 
Ihia  commilteei  bul  silence  under  such  allegstiona  aa  had 
been  msHe  against  Northern  genllenien  might  imply  an 
sssenl  to  Ihelr  justice.  The  honoralile  genlleman  troai 
Kentucky  had  more  Ihan  insinuated  that  while  Ihe  coun- 
tenances of  Southern  gentlemen  were  beaming  with  joy 
and  eiullation  al  the  recent  intelligence  From  Teiaa, 
the  beet  of  gentlemen  from  the  Nuith  exhibited  naught 
but  gloom  and  disappiiintmenl.  As  a  Northern  man, 
he  (Mr.  v.)  felt  himself  called  upon  to  repel  this  charge, 
and  to  declare  before  this  House  and  the  world  that  he 
rejoiced,  most  fully  snd  cordiiill 
umphin  Texas,  the  ri 

seemed  to  animate  so  many  cuunlenaiices  here, 
jolced  with  sjoy  that  he  would  always  feel,  when  a  gal- 
lant bind,  struggling  for  freedom,  no  mailer  in  what 
portion  of  the  globe,  triumphed  over  the  forces  of  a  des- 
pot; and  his  joy  upon  this  occasion  was  enhanced  by  the 
consideration  that  Ihe  victory  here  was  one  over  a  tyranti 
who,  If  one  halfuf  the  enormitiea  imputed  lo  him  wcra 
true,  had  not  only  introduced  more  than  aarage  cnieltr 
into  civilited  warfare,  but  disgraced  the  age  in  which 
we  live.  But  at  the  same  time  he  must  be  understood 
al  indulging  in  the  sympathies  which  he  here  expressed 
al  a  man,  and  not  aa  a  legisJslor.  He  had  alrcatiy  lived 
too  long  not  lo  be  aware  that,  aa  a  general  rule,  it  waa 
estrcilicly  oiwafe,  when  acUnguponiubjeetsof  nationd 
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policy  or  Mtionil  inter«it,  to  take  couniel  from  our  pu- 
■ioni  or  our  iymp*lhic«.  Those  public  (unctionftriei 
who  yielded  too  Hiddenly  to  Ihcir  impulaei  were  often 
betreved  Into  imprudence*,  wbicb  proved  them  unwite 
and  unanre  counKllori. 

Mr,  V.  uid  lie  was  not  a  tittle  aurprried  lo  lee  ho« 
■uddenly  the  tune  ofj^nllemen  wis  changed  in  relation 
to  the  feelings  of  the  Narlh,  and  particular!]'  of  a  portion 
of  that  Siaie  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
•cnt,  in  relation  to  tlie  itrriggle  in  Texas.  But  a  few 
days  ago,  and  we  were  told  that  this  reiolution  was  the 
work,  In  part,  if  not  chiefly,  of  titw  York  speculators, 
who  had  made  Urge  purchase*  of  land*  in  Texas,  and 
were  now,  in  the  guise  of  philanthropy,  exciting  the 
citiien*  or  subjects  of  Santa  Ann*  to  insurrection,  for 
the  purpose  of  contum mating  their  unhallowed  specula- 
tions. Have  gentlemen  forroiten  the  unmeaiured  de- 
nuneiationi  with  which  an  editor  of  a  New  Xork  paper 
was  (isited  here,  becauie  of  an  arlide  in  his  paper  in 
relation  (o  I'exas,  which  wai  read  from  the  Clerk's 
deskr  Were  w«  not  llien  told  lh«t  the  "  vile  editor  of 
that  journal"  (as  he  was  termed)  was  one  of  that  mi*> 
erable  band  of  speculators,  who  were  willing  to  swell 
their  pecuniary  proBt*  at  the  expense  of  the  peace  of 
States,  and  the  blood  of  valuable  citizens?  But  now,  for 
reasons  ibat  it  requires  but  liule  ugicity  to  understand, 
we  of  the  Norih,  who  had  but  a  few  week*  ago  been  so 
culpably  inslrumenlal  in  getting  up  this  revolution,  are 
fiot  lo  be  permitted  to  share  in  the  joy  which  sU  free- 
men ever  feel  at  the  triumphs  of  the  brave  votaries  of 
Kbcriy.  Sir,  we  will  rejoice,  we  do  rejoice,  though 
■ome  gentlemen  from  the  South  seem  lo  fancy  thai, 
upon  this  occasion,  they  have  the  right  to  monopolize 
tbis  privilege.  Have  gentlemen  learned  where  the  most 
expensive  if  not  the  Grit  eipedllions  in  the  United 
Btates  were  fitted  out  for  Texas,  lo  aid  her  in  her  strug- 
gles' Have  they  been  told  where  the  President  ofthe 
United  Stales  found  it  necessary  first  to  inculcate  upon 
Ute  officers  of  this  Government  the  duly  of  seeing  that 
no  fbrce*  should  be  enlisted  cootrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  being  marched  against  a  na- 
.  lion  wiib  which  we  were  at  peace?  Ask  the  United 
Stale*  district  attorney  of  the  souihern  diitricl  of  New 
Xork,  and  he  will  be  able  to  tell  you. 

Mr.  V.  said  that  he  had  been  not  a  Utile  aurprised  at 
rcDtlments  which  had  been  uttered  here  tD.day,  at  hope 
•nd  prediction*  that  have  been  indulged  in,  as  to  ihi 
fruits  to  us  that  would  flow  from  the  triumph  of  th< 
Trxian  arms.    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginii 

K'.i.  Wisal  bad  indeed  taken  lime  by  Ihe  forelock,  for 
had  told  ua  that  he  laoked  forward  v'l'i  j'7  >t  the 
prospect  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  thi*  confederacy, 
and  aecmed  to  derive  much  of  his  exultation  from  the 
belief  that  tuch  an  icceasion  to  our  territory  would 
serve  to  extend  the  "  ttrrafirma,"  upon  which  the  slave 
Interest  of  the  South  could  rest. 

Mr.  V.  taid  be  would  not  say,  for  be  did  not  now 
know,  what  course  he  would  Cake,  how  he  would  vole, 
should  *  proposition  here  be  made  to  innex  Texas  to  Ihe 
Uoiled  Statesi  but  he  was  free  lo  say,  thst  if  he  should 
ultimately  be  induced  lo  oppose  its  aanesation  to  the 
.United  States,  he  would  not  do  so  from  the  kpprehension 
that  it  would  strengthen  the  influence  and  enlarge  the 
■phere  of  the  stave  interest.  Be  firmly  believed  Ibsl 
the  cmilrary  would  be  its  elfectt  that  It  would  aecure  to 
the  free  States  accession*  in  this  vicinity,  which  would 
norc  than  counterbalance  the  addition  of  TexM  to  ihe 
•lave  interest.  Admit  Texa*  Inio  the  Union,  and  Ibe 
day  would  not  be  far  diiiant  when  Virginia,  yes,  old 
Virginia,  with  all  her  high  moral  influence,  Maryland, 
(and  he  would  almoat  add  North  Cirolina,]  would  be 
oiunbered  among  the  anli-iUve  States.  The  line  and 
productive  sugar  lands  ol  Texas,  so  eminently  adapted 


to  slave  labor,  would  justify  prices  fur  tlavu  there, 
which,  in  the  event  of  its  bemg  annexed  lo  Ifae  Union, 
would  in  a  very  ihort  time  drain  st  least  three  of  the 

E resent  slaveholding  Slates  of  their  black  population; 
>r  already  were  the  cotton  regions  of  the  new  States  of 
Alabama  and  Mississippi  making  heavy  draughts  for  la- 
borers upon  the  slaveholders  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
Kortb  Cirolinai  and  if  you  were  to  add  to  the  Unios 
that  immense  territory  now  about  to  be  wrested  from 
Ihe  HHguinary  rule  of  Ibe  ruthless  Sants  Anna,  a  regi<» 
in  which  the  sugar  cane  will  spring  up  so  luxuriantly; 
and,  my  word  for  it,  we  ofthe  North  would  soon  be  able 
lo  hail  "the  Old  Dominion,"  with  (ome  two  or  three  of 
her  tiller^  »s  non'Slaveholding  Slates.  If  a  slave,  worth 
only  five  hundred  dollars  here,  would  Eommand  a  thou- 
sand dollars  in  Tezaa.  it  would  be  calculating  ^^aiost  aU 
the  potent  laws  of  self-inleresl  lo  presume  that  the  alave- 
holder  here  would  not  part  with  bis  slaves.  He  could 
never,  therefore,  oppose  the  incorporation  of  Texas  is 
the    Union    from    any  consideraliMis   connected   witb 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  snothtrword  to  ssy  before  he  sat 
down,  in  support  ofone  of  Ihe  position*  with  which  he 
had  started.  He  had  stated  that  Ihe  sympathy  which  he 
felt  at  Ihe  triumph  of  the  Texian  arms,  he  cherished  •* 
a  man,  and  nol  as  a  legislator.  He  muat  first  have  era- 
sed from  Ilia  mind  those  leisant  of  wisdom  which  had 
been  taught  by  the  Father  of  his  Counlt^  u  to  the  dan- 
ger of  iiilermeddrmg  as  ■  GovcrDment  with  the  aflairs  of 
other  nations,  before  he  could  consent  or  vote  to  lend 
this  Borernment  to  any  foreign  struggle,  however  mer- 
itorious. The  word  "  ncuiritilj,"  nol  "  entangling  slti- 
inces,"  indicated  the  policy  with  whicti  the  wise  mm 
who  eiisbllshed  this  fair  fabric  of  freedom  supposed  the 
true  interest  uf  our  country  to  be  connected.  It  was 
almost  superfluous  to  urge  that  a  Government  like  ours 
could  not  long  eiiit  if  it  pursued  an  ofBcious  Intermed- 
dliDg  policy  with  the  aflain  of  other  nations.  We  bad 
in  our  day  and  generation  seen  and  heard  cnohgh  of  op- 
pressioh  under  other  dynsMies,  erwHigh  of  Ihe  struggles 
of  the  brave  to  become  free,  to  have  often  filled  our 
bosom*  with  anxious  hope  and  agonizing  sympathy- 
Still  we  could  not,  without  a  dereliction  of  that  policy 
in  which  our  true  interest  lies,  lend  lo  Ibe  opprcsKd 
abroad  the  strong  arm  of  this  Government^  we  could  not, 
in  our  public  capacity,  without  forgetting  our  duty  to 
our  constituents  and  our  country,  like  Peier  the  hermit, 
fix  a  strap  on  our  necks,  and  sally  forth  on  a  crusade 
*  deapols.  We  had  too  much  to  do  at  bomei  and 
nee  entered  upon  this  Herculean  task  of  setting 
ine  world  free,  and  alraighlening  the  affairs  o(  other  na- 
lions,  we  would  soon  find  our  hsnds  entirely  too  full. 
He  (Mr.  V.)  belonged  to  a  border  State.  He  heard  a 
great  deal  said  about  Ihe  abuses  which  the  colonists 
north  of  him  suffered)  those  colonists,  many  of  whom 
were  his  friends  and  his  kindred.  ,He  would  not  say, 
for  he  did  nut  know,  whether  their  complaints  were  well 
or  ill  founded;  but  if  Iheir  grievances  were  real,  and 
not  imaginary,  he  would  lend  tbem  the  tear  of  sympathy 
as  a  man  and  a  relative;  but  he  would  nol  so  hr  forget 
his  duly  as  a  legislatori  he  would  not  so  far  jeopard  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  his  country)  he  would  not  so 
suddenly  relinquish  her  long  and  well-tried  policy,  as 
lo  connect  this  Covernmcnl  with  the  convulsion*  that 
might  at  any  future  time  RfriUte  the  northern  section  of 
North  America.  Aaan  individual,  he  might  admire,  yes 
he  was  free  to  say  he  did  admire,  Ibat  spirit  of  chivab-y 
which  had  prompted  many  gallant  spirits  of  this  country 
to  go  to  tbe  aid  uf  their  neighbor*  in  Texai^  without  Ibe 
sanction  of  their  Government)  but  he  could  not  at  this 
late  day  abruptly  abandon  those  principles,  those  lighia 
which  had  guided  tlii*  nation  lo  such  a  mirnmit  of  happi- 
ness and  prosperity,  and  gobikcI  it  with  the  atrugglcs 
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and  rerolutlonf  oT  o1h«r  nitioni,  though  lltey  mi|[ht  be 
confliett  bclVBMi  hctdam  »nd  detpot'um. 

The  debate  wu  further  continued  by  Ut.  UOLSEYi 
whea,  «n  nation  of  Mr.  MANN,  «f  Nev  York,  the  coin- 
mittee  rose,  mnd 

The  Hou«e  then  adjourned. 

TOUDIT,  HiT  17> 

MEXICAN  AFFAIRS. 

Ur.  ADAH9  aiked  the  conient  of  the  House  to  lub- 
mit  the  follovln^  reaolution*: 

Baohtd,  That  the  Preiideat  of  the  United  Slalea  be 
requeMed  to  comoninieate  to  tliii  Uuiue,  if  not  in- 
oompilible  with  tlie  iiublio  intereit,  copiea  of  any  over- 
ture made  Knee  the  3d  of  March,'  1B39,  by  hii  aulborily, 
to  the  Oovernmcnt  of  the  United  Uexioan  Stales,  fur 
the  acquisition  by  the  United  Statei  of  any  portion  of 
the  lerritoriea  of  Uexicot  and  copies  of  all  correipond- 
enoe  between  the  two  Governments  rebting  thereto, 
•ad  upon  any  question  of  boundary  existing  between 
the  United  Statei  and  llexico. 

RttolMd,  That  the  Preaiilcnt  of  the  United  States  lie 
requested  to  communicate  to  Ihia  Hdum,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  and  tranilstiona 
«f  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic, ^lollibing;  slavery  within  the  lerritoriea  (hereof, 
which  may  be  in  the  posseaaion  of  the  executive  de- 
partiuent  of  the  United  Siatea. 

Olueetion  being  made,  Mr.  ADAUS  moved  to  nii> 
pend  the  rule  for  tlie  purpose  atated,  ind  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nayi  on  his  motion)  wbicb  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MASON  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order 
to  call  for  a  diviiion  of  the  question,  >o  as  to  vote  upon 
tuipending  the  rule  fur  ibe  introduction  of  each  reaolu- 
lion  separately^ 

Mr.  ADAMS  waa  willing,  if  tite  House  would  permit 
the  introduction  of  the  resolutions,  that  the  queaiion  on 
their  aitoptiDn  should  be  divided. 

Mr.  HERCKRand  Mr.  WHITTLESEY  niggrsted  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusells  to  waive  his  motion 
(inlil  the  standing  committees  should  report. 

Mr.  AD.\US  acquieaeed  in  tbe'iuggEttion. 
DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  fix 
ing  a  day  tor  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  relation  to 
(he  public  deposiles,  was  announced  as  the  unSniabed 
bu«neas. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone  the 
report  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  OWENS  hoped  Ihii  resolution  would  not  be  fur- 
ther postponed.  It  had  been  before  the  House  upward* 
of  a  monih,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be  now  disposed  of. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived.  ' 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  supposed  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maaaacbuselt*  had  withdrawn  hi(  motion  to 
■usfend  the  rules  to  enable  the  committees  to  report, 
>nd  not  with  a  view  of  considering  a  report  heretofore 

Mr.  ADAMS  had  not  waived  liis  molion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  existing  report*,  and  he  therefore 
renewed  the  motion  to  suipend  the  rule*  to  enable  him 
lo  offer  the  reaolutions  beretofere  resd. 

Tbe  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  wa*  negatived:  Yeas 
74,  nays  85. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  resolutinn  reported  by 
the  Commiltee  of  Way*  and  Means,  (as  amended,)  pro- 
viding that  the  bill  reguUling  the  drpoaites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  in  certain  local  banks  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  the  day  succeeding  tbe  dispontion 
.«f  tbe  ippi^riatioa  bill%Mdtbatitbecoiuidere<lfram 


day  to  day  (Fridays  and  Saturday*  excepted)  until  dia 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr,  Vibtor  on  a  for- 
mer day,  providing  that  the  bills  then  on  the  Speaker's 
table  should  be  firat  disposed  of,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  BELL  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  byalri- 
king  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved,"  and  inseHiDK. 
"that  tbe  bill  in  relation  lo  the  depoiitea  of  the  publio 
moneys  be  made  Ibe  special  order  for  Wednesday,  the 
33(h  instant,  and  each  nicceeding  day,  until  disposed  of.' 

AAer  some  suggestions  by  Messta.  BELL,  CAM- 
BRELBNG,  8UTHEULAND,  MILLER,  THOMAS, 
and  HOPKINS,  the  latter  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nayi 
on  the  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  lay  the  reaolulion  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

Mr.  VANDEBPOOL  aaked  for  the  yea*  and  naya  on 
thia  motion;  which  were  not  ordered,  and  the  House  re- 
fused to  lay  tbe  resolution  on  the  table:  Aye*  70,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  MILLER  then  moved  to  postpone  the  furttier 
consideration  of  the  resolntion  and  amendment  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the  yea* 
and  najs  on  the  resolutioni  wbicb  were  not  ordered,  and 
the  resolution  was  postponed  until  Monday  nest;  Ayaa 
05,  noes  not  counted. 

CONVENTION  WITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  JOHN  Y.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  repMted  the  bill  to  carry  into  elTeet 
the  conven'ion  with  Spain,  returned  from  the  Setwte 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HASON,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  (he  House  dis- 
agree to  (he  amendment.  He  stated  that  the  bill  had 
been  two  successive  years  reported  by  (he  Senate  wi(h 
provinont  similsr  to  Ibe  amendment  now  proposed,  im- 
posing upon  the  Attorney  General  the  duty  of  distrib- 
uting the  money  to  be  awarded  to  claimants  under  Ibe 
convention  with  Spain.  The  committee  of  the  House, 
this  session,  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  impose  this 
duty  on  (he  Attorney  General,  and  preferred  to  take 
the  course  always  adopted  in  similar  cases  ance  the 
eatabliahment  of  (he  Government,  of  appointing  con- 
roiiiioners  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  several 
claima.  Tbe  appropriation  for  compenaation  had  also 
been  reduced  by  the  Senatej  and  Hr.  H.  hoped  (he 
bill  would  not  be  committed,  but  that  the  House  would 
disagree  to  (he  amendment. 

Mr.  ADAMS  was  opposed  to  (he  amendment  for  sev- 
eral reasons:  Grsl,  there  was  a  genera)  objection  lo  the 
propriety  of  accumulating  offices  in  the  hands  of  Ibe 
sanM  individual)  there  might  be  eases  where  it  wuuld 
be  proper  for  persons  to  bold  more  than  one  office  at 
the  same  timet  but  it  was  a  practice  to  be  sroidedi  and 
he  did  not  think  thia  case  an  exception  to  (he  general 
rule.  But  if  it  wa*  ever  proper  lo  unite  offictt  in  the 
tame  person,  this  was  a  proposition  lo  unite  office* 
which  were  incompatible.  The  office  of  the  Attorn^ 
General,  he  said,  wa*  easentially  minltlerial,  while  this 
office  waa  judicial.  He  did  not  mean  to  intimate  any 
doubt  of  the  honesty  or  intelligence  of  the  Attorney 
General.  He  certainly  was  an  honorable  man)  but,  a* 
the  incumbent  of  a  ministerial  office,  he  mual  be  Mp< 
posed  to  lielang  to  one  of  ihe  political  parties  of  Ibe 
country,  and  it  was  not  Impossible  he  might  feel  tuoh 
biaa  as  to  unfit  him  for  holdin^^  a  judicial  station. 

Another  reason  was,  that  IhN,  being  a  judicial  office, 
ought  lo  be  independent  of  the  power  of  (be  Execnlivei 
it  ^outd  not  only  be  beyond  polllical  bias,  but  beyond 
the  power  of  executive  Influence.  He  had  heard,  also, 
and  be  believed  there  wa*  fbundatioD  for  tbe  rumor, 
tbkt  Itie  prewnt  AUorue;  Genend  inlendcd  ti 
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from  the  office  he  now  held,  it  the  Fipi»tian  of  the 
prenidenlisl  term,  in  ibuul  nine  uionthi]  »nd  »  llie  duty 
M  impoKd  not  upon  llie  man,  but  upon  the  office,  tlie 
riinir  out  or  the  preient  Chirf  Migf'ialrate  wouiil  in  eflect 
dlualve  the  commiuion,  and  put  the  busineu  into  other 
bands  for  finil  gettlement. 

Hr.  A.  concluded  by  remirlcinr  that  he  hoped  nich 
kcmine  would  be  talcen .as  would  not  produce  a  con- 
flict between  the  two  House*,  or  render  a  conference 
neccBury.  Tlie  Houie  might  diaagree,  and  the  Senate, 
If  they  uw  Gt,  could  initat;  after  which  a  committee  of 
conference  coutd  be  appointed.  He  moved  that  the 
House  diuf^ree  lo  the  Senate'i  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  a  cUo»«  in  the  bill 
•uthorlzinK  the  Prcaidenl  lo  draw  from  the  continrent 
fund  lo  much  ■■  might  be  ncceiury,  for  a  part  di  the 
czpcnie*,  which  he  thought  an  eilt^ordinary  powert 
but  it  waa  too  late  lo  make  any  further  amendtnentj  in 
the  House. 

The  qiieitioo  wu  then  taken,  and  the  Hauiediugreeil 
lo  the  amendment. 

PQHTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  nf  Mr.  CAHBRELENG,  the  Hou«e  re- 
•olved  ilieir  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Mate 
of  the  Union,  (Hr.  Minn,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,} 
and  resumed  the  cnnalderition  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
proppimiona  for  fonificatiom  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  CiaixsL- 
nrs  to  amend  the  bill  by  inaerting  a  clauae  appropriating 
1700,000  for  the  armament  of  the  fortificalion*— 

Mr.  HAURY,  who  waa  enlilteJ  to  the  floor,  rote  and 

It  la  not  my  purpose,  Hr.  Chairman,  Co  enter  at  Urge, 
and  in  detail,  into  a  discussion  of  the  proviiioni  and 
merilsof  the  bill  immediately  before  the  commiltcet  nor 
"  --  the  propriety  of  the  pending  imendment  lu  it. 


pared  to  vote  for  Kberal  ippropriationi  in  furthertnce  of 
that  or  any  other  object  which  connects  itself     ■'  " 
public  defence!.       And  the    only  inquirie*   v 

Ereliminarjr  to  my  support  of  such  appropriations,  will 
t,  can  they  be  eipended,  proRtsbly,  judiciously,  and 
within  the  year,  upon  the  objects  proposed? 

The  object,  however,  which  I  hsve  more  immediately 
in  view,  is  to  avail  myself  of  the  latitude  of  debste, 
which  custom  allows  and  propriety  sinctioni  when  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  appropriation  billa,  to 
eipresa,  briefly,  my  opinioni  in  regard  tothe  disposition 
which  should  be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue^  and, 
mure  etpecially,  to  vindicate  the  cause  and  party  with 
which  I  am  assaelaied,  from  Ihc  a«prrsiona  and  imputa- 
tions which,  here  and  elsewhere,  bnve  been  east  upon 
then. 

In  relation  lo  the  subject  flrsl  in  order,  it  can,  1  think. 


11  ofsurplua  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury. 1  propose  lo  elamine,  suectnclly,  into  its  probible 
amount,  and  to  throw  out  soma  auggeitiona  as  to  it* 
proper  disposition. 

From  a  recent  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresi- 
uryi  it  appears  Ihst,  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  the  amount 
of  iviilable  fimdi  in  the  Treasury  was  832,000,IX)0|  of 
which  sum  shout  f  11,000,000  were  received  from  cus- 
toms, snd  from  the  sales  of  the  public  landa,  during  the 
first  quirter  of  the  present  year.     By  the  rule  of  pro- 

Jorlion,  of  which  the  application  in  this  regii^  is  justi- 
ed,  I  am  informed,  by  the  analogies  of  our  past  nnan- 
eial  biitory,  the  receipta  from  the  aime  sources,  for  the 
remaining  three  quarter*  of  the  present  year,  may  be 
ftirly  MiuMicd  at  f33,000,090<    Adding  to  tbia  ammnt 


the  balance  in  the  Treaaary,  as  above  atated,  on  tfae  Ist 
of  April,  and  (7,300,000,  the  present  value  of  the  Gov 
emment  atock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalei,  and 
the  probible  amount  of  diaponble  fund*,  by  the  1st  of 
January  next,  swells  into  the  stirlling  aggregate  of 
^3,500,000!  The  only  element  in  this  cileuUtion 
lusceptible  of  civil,  or  liable  to  the  imputation  of  inac- 
curacy, is  the  estimated  receipts  for  the  remaining  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year.  Deducting,  then, 
#4,300,000  for  iny  such  pouible  deficiency,  there  will 
still  remain  168,000,000  subject  to  the  diaposilion  of 
Conirreas, 

Wiihout  entering  into  any  minute  caleulations  of  the 
probable  amount  of  expenditurea  for  the  present  year, 
for  purposes  ordinary  and  eitraordinar>'t  for  the  army, 
navy,  and  civil  listi  for  arsenala  and  anns)  for  the  com- 
pletion of  fortifications  already  begun,  and  tbe  com- 
mencement of  other*  in  conleoiplationi  lor  the  execu- 
tion of  such  treaties  as  miy  be  entered  into  with  any  of 
the  Indian  tribesg  and  far  the  protection  of  our  aouth- 
ern  and  weatern  frontier  from  hD«tilities,  actoil  or  men- 
aced, it  may  be  aafely  aMumed  that  all  thoae  objects 
of  expenditure  cannot  poasibly  absorb  more  than 
(41.000,000;  leaving  in  the  Treaniry,  aubjcct  to  any 
other  uses,  an  unexpended  balance  of  (sr.OOC^OOO. 
The  grave  question  then  arises,  what  diaposilion  diall 
be  made  of  this  vaat  residuum  of  surplus  trcaauref  Shall 
it  remain  in  the  Tressury  an  unproductive  IDasa,  uaelea 
alike  to  the  Government  and  to  the  community?  or  fum 
the  ba^a  of  additional  loans  by  the  deposite  banks?  or 
be  appropriated  to  such  purpoaes  as  Congress,  having  a 
due  regard  to  the  constilutton  snd  to  expediency,  may 
designate'    To  one  of  these  alternatives  it  ia ' 

The  first  propoaition,  thst  it  should  reo 
Treasury  unemployed,  dnes  not  deserve  the 
tion  of  a  moment.  The  policy  of  hoarding  up  Ireasare 
in  the  national  vaulla  has  long  nnce  ceased  to  fonsa 
part  of  the  political  economy  of  nations.  Abstracting, 
as  it  would  do,  the  sum  thiM  locked  up,  from  the  elrcu- 
liting  medium  of  the  country,  its  tendency  would  not 
less  Inevitably  be  towards  impoverishmenr,  lowardi 
draining  the  sources  of  nalional  prosperity,  than  would 
the  continual  evaporation  of  moisiure,  without  ita  want- 
ed return  in  grateful  showers  and  relreabing  dews,  coo- 
vert  our  fertile  country  into  a  barren  deaert. 

To  the  second  plan,  the  objectloni  are  many  and  in- 
superable. Honey  haa  been  said  to  be  the  snewa  of 
war.  It  may,  with  equal  propriety,  be  called  the  ain- 
e«*  of  power,  whether  in  war  or  peace,  in  a  aiaie  of 
repose  or  of  agitation.  It  I*  notan  element  of  powermere- 
ly,  but  of  power  exerted  through  the  bavn  and  moil 
sordid  passions  of  our  nature.  To  place  milliona  of  tbe 
public  treasure  at  the  disposal  of  the  Oovernmenl,  to 
confide  to  the  Executive  the  discretion  of  selecting  and 
clianging,  at  pleasure,  its  places  of  deposite,  is  to  put  in 
its  hands  the  means,  and  hold  out  the  temptation,  of 
using  it  for  the  purpose*  of  corniplion.  An  immense 
fund,  cnntinuslly  accumulating,  and  not  liable  lo  be 
drawn  upon,  deposited  in  bsnki  selected  on  principles 
of  favoritism,  whit  is  it  but  the  loan  of  ita  full  amount  to 
the  fovored  institutions,  and  that,  too,  wiihout  iotereit! 
What  an  active  competition  would  it  nut  produce  for  a 
participalloo  in  itsfaenrfits]  What  a  lure  held  out  lathe 
cupidity  of  avarice  I  Wliat  a  powerful  argument  in  fii- 
vor  of  conforming  to  the  polilieal  creed  of  Ibos*  ia 
power!  Of  aicrincing,  on  the  altar  of  Hamnon,  ibe  in- 
dependence of  thought  and  oficlinn,  those  dearest  attri- 
bute! uf  man,  without  which  freedom  ia  but  a  nante,  and 
the  formi  of  free  initilutiont  an  unsubstantial  mockery! 

Thia  plan  ia  liable  to  the  further  objection  that  it  will 
operate  as  a  virtual  iranifer  of  the  power  to  reguhte 
the  oorrciKy  from  Cocv^en^  to  wbieb  it  ii  confided  by 
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the  coiwtitution,  to  Ihe  Bxeculivc,  froni  which  it  U  wilb- 
bald)  eDBbling  the  Pre«den(  to  produca  ■  contraction 
or  czpuiiian  of  piper  iuuei — ■  teniion  or  reUxition  of 
Ihe  fibrei  of  commerce — an  elexlion  or  dcpreuion  in 
Ihe  value  of  properly,  at  any  given  point,  ■■  a  reward 
Tor  subaerviency  to  hia  viewig  ■•  •  puniihment  for  enter- 
t^ning  anla^niat  preference*  and  principles  in  regard 
to  men  and  meaaureii  and  ai  Ihe  meana  of  promoting 
the  dengni,  and  glutilng  the  aiarice,  of  itockinhben  in 
palitici,  in  trade,  and  in  Ihe  purchaae  and  lale  of  prop- 
erly of  every  deacription. 

Sir,  It  cannot  but  be  nutter  of  grave  aurpriae  and  ani' 
madveralon,  that  (he  member*  of  that  party  which  arro- 
({atea  to  itaclf  the  ezcluaive  title  of  republican,  and  pro- 
fe«ae*  to  make  open  war  upon  excluaive  privilege*  and 
Dioneyed  monopolie*,  ahould  be  the  only  advncate*  of  a 
poliey  which  will  rnable  Ihe  wealthy  capitaliat  In  enjoy 
the  exclotive  utufruct  of  the  public  treaaurrt  to  trade 
upon  money  not  only  not  their  own,  but  belonging  to 
the  people,  from  whoae  pocket*  it  waa  taken,  and  to 
wfaoM  pooket*  it  ought  to  be  retnrncdi 


It  i^  then,  the  duty  of  Congrcn  to  obviate  thii  incon- 
venience of  an  overflowing  TreMury — to  reduee  thi* 
plethoric  condition  of  the  body  politic.  Let  ua  coniider 
the  vatiuu*  plana  which  hava  been  propoaed  to  effect 
Ibia  object. 

Aod,  ftrat,  it  hM  been  niggeited,  &mily  here,  more 
boldly  eliewhere,  to  break  In  upon  the  proviiion*  of  the 
compromiae  bill  of  1B33— to  reduce  Ibe  lariFof  duties 
down  lo  the  revenue  standard.  One  ubjecliun  to  thit 
propoaition  la,  that  it  is  inadequate  u  a  remedy — that  it 
will  not  rekch  the  evil  complained  of.  No  revision  of 
the  tarilF,  however  promptly  made,  can  affect  the  im- 
menie  amiwnt  of  revenue  already  acDumulaled,  and 
which  will  continue  to  aeeumulate,  before  any  law  for 
■la  reduction  can  be  carried  into  practical  effect.  I'he 
evil  of  a  aurplua,  eonalstlng  of  at  leaat  $30,000,000  be- 
yond the  moat  extravagant  wanti  and  requirementa  of 
the  OoveraiMnt,  wilt  atill  exist.  The  tarilT,  then,  nuiy 
be  reduced,  and  atill  Ibi*  redundancy  continue. 

Another  ofajeotion  growa  out  of  the  circuoulancei  and 
eOMideratioiMin  which  the  act  in  queation  had  it*  origin. 
It  was  the  reault  oF  that  aplrit  of  mutual  conecaiHan  and 
oompromlae  between  conBieiing  intereiti  which  ll«g  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  Imtitutiona     Two  interests  of 
an  opposite  and  apparently  incompatible  character,  gi' 
ing  eslatenca  lo  pirtiea  defined  by  geographical  divl 
iona,  and  threatening  Ihe  integrity  of  the  Union,  hi 
arisen  in  the  country.     From  a  war  of  leglilBlion  it  wi 
about  to  be  changed  Into  a  war  of  which  the  sword  woul 
be  the  arbiter.     The  political  atmosphere  was  rife  wll 
Ihe  elementJ  of  discord — of  civil,  if  not  aervile  war — of 
diaanlon  ilaetf.     It  was  in  Ihe  midst  oF  such  inauspicinui 
preaent  and  Imminent  proapeclire  cvlli  and  diiastera 
that  the  eoroproralse  act  was  passed.     Unacceptable  ai  it 
waa  to  both  intereat*,  and  intrlniically  nbicctionable  a*  it 
may  be,  it  waa  still  incomparably  preferable  to  idisruption 
of  the  Union,  or  a  cement  of  ila  part*  with  blood.  It  was 
a  aacrifice,  offered  by  palrioliam,  on  the  altar  of  uninn. 
IE  received  the  support  of  all  parties,  except  the  ulira- 
larifTi  has  thui  far  been  acquieiccd  in  by  all  Interests, 
without  exceptloni  and  Its   inviolable  observance  has 
been  repeatedly  pressed  by  the  President  upon  the  for 
bearanee  of  Congress.     Liable  to  objection,  a.f  it  cer 
tainly  was^  yet  those  objections  diminish,  in  msgnltuiii 
and  importance,  with  each  revolving  year.     Under  it_ 
operation  the  tarilTisln  the  process  of  gradual  reduction) 
vhi^  proeei*  will  continue,  till  ultimately,  and  at 
riod  dcnoittt  wd  not  nmote,  it  ii  lowered  to  tbe 


nue  standard.  Let  It  not  be  disturbed;  let  it  be  observed 
in  good  faith  by  the  South,  while  its  provisiona  are  oner- 
ous lo  themi  and  this  forbearance  will  Impose  a  oorre- 
spandlnif  Dbligation  on  the  part  of  the  North,  when  th« 
law  shill  have  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  to  acquiesce 
in  the  abandoment,  which  It  recogniacs,  of  tbe  protective 
principle. 

Sir,  it  was  under  this  lyilem  of  protection,  adopted 
by  the  majority,  and  carried  out  into  overt  acts  of  Irgls- 
laiion,  that  Ihe  manufactures  of  Ihe  country  have  been 
fattcred.  It  was  under  a  belief  that  this  policy  would 
not  be  rashly  departed  from  that  capitalists  invested 
their  funds  in  manufacturing  establish mentii  and  it*  ab- 
rupt  abnndonment,  before  the  inletesls  thus  reared  and 
encouraged  could  accommodate  thenuelvei  lo  the 
change,  while  it  would  have  an  injurious  bearing  upon 
those  intere*la,  might  be  plausibly  charged  upon  the 
Government  as  a  violation  of  it*  Implied  hiitb.  Sudden 
changea  of  policy,  rapid  transitions  from  one  system  of 
measures  to  another,  are  unwise,  unjust,  partial,  and  op- 
pressive in  their  effects,  and  oflentimea  deatructive  of 
the  very  ends  intended  to  be  accompliahed.  They  dia- 
courage  the  venturea  of  capital,  circumscribe  the  opera- 
tions of  trade,  paralyze  the  arm  of  enterpriae,  and 
generate  distrust  and  want  of  confidence  in  the  atability 
of  existing  insiitutions.  Opposed  in  principle,  as  1  am, 
lo  the  protective  system,  and  eordiat  as  would  be  my 
co-operation  in  any  juit  and  prudent  measure  to  discon- 
tinue it,  yet  [  would  hesiiate  to  be  the  cauae  oF  its  pre- 
miture  and  unwise  agitation.  It  ia  t  sealed  fountain, 
which  ought  not  to  be  opened  hastily,  or  upon  light 
cnnslderitians{  and  he  who  expecta  that,  like  the  pool 
of  Silnam,  the  troubling  of  its  waters  would  exert  a  heal- 
ing influence  on  the  body  polilic,  cleanse  it  of  its  lepro- 
sies, or  reduee  ill  dropsical  condition,  ha*  lonked  with 
unobservant  eye  upon  Ihe  clrcuinslancet  and  cundilion 
of  the  country.  9ir,  Ihe  elementa  of  discord  are  already 
sufficiently  numerous  and  active,  without  the  addition  of 
this  to  the  number.  Tbe  ghost  of  the  IsrifT  bai  been 
laid)  let  it  not  be  again  raised,  in  all  ila  buried  terror*, 
to  ilalh  into  ihls  hall,  and  frighten  us  from  our  propriety. 
The  Union  ia  ton  precious,  too  beneficent  in  its  practical 
working*  and  efrecls,  obviatea  the  othenviae  ina*iuUa 
occurrence  of  tou  many  and  calamitous  evils,  thus  lightly 
to  be  hazarded. 

To  relieve  the  Trraaury  of  this  surplus  fund,  several 
other  projects  have  been  devised.  II  waa  proposed  at 
the  last  acaslon  of  Congress,  by  •  distinguished  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  so  to  amend  the  conslilution  a*  lo 
confer  upon  Congreat  the  power  of  distributing  it  among 
Ihe  States,  in  the  ratio  «r  Iheir  representation  in  Uon- 
gress,  limiting  the  duration  of  the  power  to  1843,  when 
the  compromise  act  will  expire  by  its  own  limiution, 
and  the  revenue  may  be  reduced  to  the  economical 
wsnls  of  the  G'>vernmcnt.  This  plan,  otherwise,  per- 
haps, the  most  elJf;lblc  that  could  be  adopted,  il  liable 
to  two  obJecHont.  It  is  duubtful,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  the  concurrence  in  its  favor  of  three  fuurtha  of 
the  Stales  could  be  obtained;  and,  secondly,  it  could  not 
be  obtained,  if  at  all,  in  time  to  obviate  ihe  evil  intended 
to  be  remedied.  These  objections,  though  they  do  not 
afTect  the  abstract  merits  ot  Ihe  plan,  yet,  in  their  pnc- 
tical  bearings  upon  it,  operate  with  fatal  effect. 

Another  project,  of  which  the  pilernily  appertains  to 
a  dlallnguisheil  Senstor  from  my  own  3tstr,  [Mr.  Oara- 
DT,]  is,  to  loan  the  surplus  In  perpetuity  to  rjillruad 
companie*,  on  condition  of  the  trans pnrtation,  without 
charge  by  I  hem,  of  the  mail,  and  of  troops  sncl  munitions 
of  war,  whenever  required  by  thecxlgencieaorihe  pub- 
lic service,  The  security  propoaed  For  the  faithful  per- 
formaooe  of  these  conditions  ia  a  lien  upon  the  property 
of  the  corporations,  subject,  however,  to  any  previous 
tiabUiUca  vbicb  a»j  bave  been  iacuti«d.    if  tbe  Mock 
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be  profil>ble,  and  free  from  otber  encumbrance*,  lhi» 
tceurilrmi^tbenfRcieni:  but,  ifothervwei  irtho  in- 
nnal  recetpti  ihoaM  fall  below  or  not  ju)t'if7  tbe  expend- 
iture!, it  is  not  difficult  )□  forewa  that  the  propnetarj 
intereat  in  tho  rnada  would  aoon  reit  in  tbe  Gorernment, 
wi^  all  Ita  onerowa  entail  of  obligfationa  and  liabilitiei. 
In  proceaa  of  time,  the  Governaient  might,  in  effect, 
hold  in  ita  handa  the  entire  communicktiant  of  tbe  coun- 
try. This  plan,  likewite,  would  neceaaarily  produce  a 
partial  diipeniation  of  the  national  boilntjr,  inaimueb  al 
rulroadi  exist,  ror  tbe  moal  part,  in  old  and  demely  pop- 
ulated portioni  of  the  Union,  where  their  construction 
)*  justified  by  the  exigenciei  of  intercoune  anting  from 
businetaor  pleasure:  white  other  sectloni,  of  7oun{^r 
date,  lesi  feliciloui  locality,  and  holdii^  out  f*wrr  in- 
ducement! to  this  mode  of  inreating'  capital,  would  be 
precluded  from  participating  in  its  benefit!.  It  might, 
■noreoTcr,  be  wielded  by  the  Executive  aa  an  engine  tit 
power,  Id  operate  upon  whale  cDoiniuniliea,  by  ditpena- 
ing  or  withholding,  aa  policy  might  suggest,  the  adran- 
tigea  which  would  flow  from  the  diibursement  among 
them  of  large  auma  of  money.  That  feature  of  the  plan 
which  provide!  for  the  advance  o(  fundi  for  the  elonga- 
tion, to  an  indefinite  extent,  of  roads  already  begun,  is 
liable  to  the  objection  that  it  will  be  virtually  aecom- 
plishiiw,  bf  indirection,  that  which  its  authora  admit 
cannot  be  directly  done;  in  other  words.  It  would  be,  in 
effect,  a  recognition  of  the  power  of  Conjreai  orer  the 
entire  system  of  internal  improrementa,  or,  rather,  it 
would  be  a  Iransrer  of  the  power  to  the  Presidcnl, 
through  theagency  of  the  Poilmaater  General)  whereat, 
if  that  tyalem  be  gone  into  at  all  on  a  national  scale,  the 
desi^ation  of  its  object!  should  be  of  the  resort,  not  of 
the  executive,  but  of  the  legislalire  department. 

It  has  been  luggested  by  a  diitinguithed  Senator  from 
New  tork  [Mr.  Whioht]  to  apply  this  surplus  treasure 
to  the  purchase  of  stock  owned  by  the  Stales  in  corpo- 
rate companies,  or  for  the  redemption  of  which  tbe  faith 
of  a  State  may  be  pled^d,  the  intereat  or  di*idend«  oF 
Ihe  stock  to  enure  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statra, 
and  the  stock  itselfto  be  disposed  of  whenever  required 
by  the  wan'a  of  Ihe  Government.  The  tendency  of  this 
phn,  viewed  in  ita  aspect  of  profit  and  interest,  is  to  in- 
crease the  very  evil  complained  of.  The  body  politic 
ii  in  a  plethoric  condition,  and  tbe  remedy  proposed  is, 
not  depletion,  not  an  abstraction  of  Iha  peccant  fluids, 
but  an  increase  of  the  very  aliment  which  has  conduced 
to  its  overgrown  proportions!  If  the  funds  thus  invested 
be  contidered  aa  a  loan  to  the  States  or  to  corporaiions, 
it  would  be  presenting  the  GorernmeDt  in  Ihe  new  and 
aomewhat  degrading  attitude  of  a  moneylender,  and 
placing  the  States  or  corporations,  *a  the  case  might  be, 
in  the  dangerous  relation  of  debtors  lo  the  United  Stales. 
But  It  requires  not  the  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that 
it  would  be  a  loan  only  in  namei  that  it  would  never  be 
repaidi  that  it  would  he  a  virtual  gift  of  the  amount  thus 
inveslei].  If  it  be  a  gift,  then,  let  it  be  given  openly, 
nut  by  indirection,  not  by  an  evasion  of  the  constitution- 
al difflculiy  which  exists  in  regard  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gresi  to  diatribule  surplus  revenue,  as  such,  and  without 
reference  lo  the  aource  from  which  it  is  derived,  among 
-the  aeveral  State*.  This,  it  aeem*  to  me,  would  be  the 
more  manly  course  of  proceeding,  and  better  compart 
wHh  the  dignity  of  the  Gorernment  of  the  United 
Sletea. 

The  two  remaining  project*  which  I  have  to  consider, 
are  the  proposed  application  of  the  surplus  to  the  public 
defences,  and  the  distribution  among  the  States  of  so 
much  of  it  as  has  accrued  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
linds,  or  its  ncti  proceeds,  in  the  ratio  of  federal  popu- 
lation. Happily  fur  the  country,  the  relative  eligibility 
of  these  plans  is  not  necessary  to  be  inquired  into,  1'liey 
do  not  prcieat  thciuelTM  in  an  allcniaiiire  upect,  but 


ire  perfectly  eompaViUe  wHh  each  other,  and  owy  be 
loncurrentl^  carried  iolo  effect. 
The  eonsideratioiM  comMCted  with  tbe  nalinoal  de- 


lta higheM  and  noat 
imperative  duUea,  If  it  were  uniaindfal  of  tbeiB.  Ijet 
u!  inquire,  briefly,  into  tbe  nature  and  extent  of  (be  dc- 
fcneive  preparmtions  required. 

Looking  to  our  geographical  paction,  wiih  no  fbrni- 


capaeioui  lakes,  or  rather  inland  se*%  upon  our  mtfthi 
with  tbe  distint  republic  of  Hevco,  sparsdjr  popuhried, 
and  weakened  by  internal  disaentioos,  on  our  south  and 
soBthwesli  with  powerlesaand  dacreanng  Indian  tnbea, 
interminable  prairies,  a  stupendous  chain  of  monntaiaaa 
and  an  immense  ocean,  on  our  west,  we  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  Trum  any  combination  of  force  which  may 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  us  from  those  direotions.  Ma- 
king Ihe  inadmissible  admiidon  that  our  advance  in  alt 
the  elemeDla-of  oirenglh  and  prosperity  will  not  be  com- 
meniurate  with  that  of  our  neighbors,  yet  ages  must 
elapae  before  any  Power  can  arise  from  among  tbem  ef 
sufficient  importance  to  require  defensive  Biea«DF«t,  up- 
on any  scale  of  mignilude,  along  our  frontien.  It  la  la 
the  east,  then,  along  our  exlentive  line  of  seaooMt,  brim- 
ming the  broad  Atlantic,  and  presenting  numerous  p«nnts 
ofaccew  and  assault,  that  we  are  to  look  for  belligersM 
demonslra'iona.  The  arm  that  is  lo  atrike  us  with  effect 
must  be  atretebed  acroas  Ihe  ocean.  It  ia,  then,  oar  ob- 
vious policy  tocomplele  the  lyslen  of  fortificationa  which, 
since  ISlfi,  hss  been  in  the  progress  of  rxecution;  not  to 
build  a  Chinese  walli  not  lo  erect  a  eontinuoua  line  vt 
batteries,  tu  mount  and  man  which  would  require  a  aup- 
ply  of  Ihe  ptnonnd  and  maltritl  which  would  exhaust 
the  fiacal  resources  of  the  countryi  not  to  comtruct  for- 
tificationi  on  every  projecting  headland,  in  accordance 
wllh  the  auggestlons  of  aome  visionary  politicianfii  but  lo 
protect  our  navy  yards;  lo  fbrtify  the  barbon  of  our  large 
commercial  seaports^  to  render  our  greet  ectuaries,  tbe 
mouths  of  our  navigable  rivers,  inacceaaible  to  a  hostile 
fleet.  Beyond  ilils  extent  this  system  should  not  be  tar- 
ried. Upon  Ihe  navy,  as  our  principal  meara  alike  of 
defence  and  of  aggression,  reliance  should  be  liad  in  all 
future  contests.  It  is  the  only  arm  of  national  ttr«gth 
which  has  never  been  exerted  in  tbe  cause  of  mtional 
opprcMHOn.  While  it  ms>y  be  made  omnipDient  in  repel- 
ling invasion,  and  in  hurling  iii  thunders  on  the  ahorea 
of  the  aggreaaor,  it  ia  powerlen  as  an  enfpne  of  domes- 
tic entkvement.  Its  fseulty  of  locomotion,  of  moving 
with  celerity  from  one  point  to  another  more  exposed, 
renders  a  amaller  force,  equipped  at  lei*  expense,  more 
arailable  than  those  frowning  fiiturea  of  the  land,  whose 
powera  of  annoyance  are  limited  to  the  range  of  their 
cannon,  and  can  only  be  pat  forth  in  self-defence.  I  sin- 
cerely hope,  sir,  thai,  in  all  the  contests  in  which  we 
may  be  hereafter  engaged,  the  theatre  of  operation*  will 
be  confined  to  the  ocean.  Let  the  enemy  be  kept  at 
arm'a  length;  let  not  our  ahores  be  polluted  by  bia  un- 
hsllowed  footsteps.  Let  our  cities  be  preserved  fren 
isck  and  pllligei  our  sitsra,  our  household  gods,  from 
desecration)  our  rertile  fields  from  ravage  and  desolation; 
our  country  from  all  the  horron  and  calamiliei  which  fol- 
low in  Ihe  train  of  grim-visaged  war.  In  effecting  alt 
Iheae  objecia,  aecuring  all  these  advantages,  obviating 
all  theae  evils,  a  powerful  marine  is  the  most  efficient 
agent.  I  will  cbeerAilly  yield  my  luppra^  to  any  meas- 
ure having  for  its  objectihestrengtheningthia  main  arm 
of  national  defence,  of  increaung  it  to  the  extent  that 
the  magnitude  of  thoae  great  interests,  whether  of  com- 
merce or  of  conflici,  confided  to  it*  care,  may  require. 
Our  attention  sliould,  especially,  be  directed  to  Ibe  col- 
ICGtioDf  fabricalioii,  and  ilonge  «f  tkoie  msteiiBH  c*^- 
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bic  of  preaervftUan,  or  indutructible  in  their  character,  ! 
which  enler  into  the  compontion  of  ihipi  of  wkr. 

In  approprbting  aantj,  however,  for  (hete  *■  well  ' 
aiall  Dlher  object*,  the  moral  obMacle*  to  bs  encoun- 
tered, and  the  limited  capabilHiea  of  corporeal  nature, 
are  eiemeni*  which  muU  be  taken  into  the  calculation. 
Reprd  should  be  had  to  the  aupply  which  can  proba- 
bly be  procured  of  iniBeert  and  laborera.  An  immeaa- 
urable  diaparit;  between  conception  and  execution  i> 
one  of  the  inconvenieneca  oT  our  complex  atructnre. 
Hind  k  eMcntUllj  dependent  upon  matter  for  the  ac- 
«ompliihncot  of  itadeai^a.  To  borrow  the  Unifaage 
of  Ihe  great  noraliat  and  lexicofcrapher  of  England, 
"  we  eonltive  in  minutta  what  il  takei  jreara  to  execute, 
•ad  lb«  aoul  alands,  in  Ihe  mean  lime,  an  idle  ipeotator 
of  the  labor  of  Ihe  luDdi,  and  the  expedition  of  the  Teet." 
The  appropriation  of  monej  beyond  the  eapabilitiea  of 
•Spcnditare  ia  cMentiallf  deceptive  In  ita  character,  in> 
aamuch  aiit  will  operate  aa  •  mere  tranafer  of  Ihe  amount 
of  unespendtd  bilaneefrom  the  credit  of  the  Treaaurer 
of  the  United  aialea  to  the  credit  of  Ihediabuninfr  offi. 
cera  or  agenla.  This  unexpended  haUnee  will  siill  re- 
gain in  Ihe  depoaile  banba,  and  form  the  baala  of  addi- 
li<Hial  diacounti  bj  thoae  iniiiiutiDni.  The  amount  of 
appropriatioBi  for  the  icrrice  of  Ihe  pill  rear  wu  eon- 
aidcrably  lew  than  the  probable  afgre^te  of  thoae  for 
Ihe  preaenli  and  jet,  of  thoae  approprialiana,  there  re- 
maina  in  Ihe  Trraiur;  an  unexpended  balanc*  of  MTcral 
million!  of  duUara.  An  expreaa  recogniiion  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  extending  appropriation*  beyond  the  neeeaaiiiea 
and  probable  capacilica  of  expenditure  of  the  current 
year  hai  been  aludioualy  abatained  from  by  the  prudent 
forecaal,  the  wi*e  jealouiy,  of  our  predeceaaon.  Let  ua 
no\  act  the  example  of  a  contrary  policy.  Appropria- 
liona,  gpeeifle  in  object,  and  ihort  and  definite  in  point 
of  lime,  have  ever  beco  regarded  a*  the  great  comerTa- 
tiv*  principle  of  repreaentative  goTCmment.  The  per- 
Mverwnce,  in  paat  periods  of  the  Parliament  of  England, 
in  refuung  to  grvnl  permanent  auppliea  to  the  Crown, 
wai  one  ^the  moit  efBcient  cauiea  of  Ihe  preaerralloa 
of  Engliih  liberty. 

It  iMy  be  nfely  aaaumed,  then,  that  after  Ibe  moat 
liberal  approprialioiu  forallubjrcta,  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary, connected  with  the  public  defener,  there  will 
alill  be  *  balance  in  the  TreaBUT7  of  at  leait  ^0,000,000. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the  diatribulion 
among  the  Slate*  of  the  netl  proceed*  of  Ihe  public 
land*,  according  lo  the  ratio  of  population,  will  embrace 
Bomething  len  than  tint  amount.  I  concur  wilb  Ihe  Prea- 
idenl  ia  the  opinion  herelofore  expressed  by  him,  that 
parliiion  of  Ihe  turplua  revenue  in  some  auch  mode  i 
the  moat  safe,  just,  and  federal  dispoeiiion  that  could 
benadcof  il.  The  doubtimplied,  in  the  remarks  of  the 
President  alluded  to,  of  Ihe  power  of  Congreaa  lo  die- 
tribute  it,  aa  Mirplu*  revenue,  without  reference  to  the 
•ource  from  which  it  cane,  ia  conceived  to  be  obviated 
by  the  provitiona  of  the  bill  in  questiun,  embracing,  as 
it  does,  only  such  portiont  oF  the  revenue  aa  have  ac- 
crued from  Ihe  sales  of  the  public  landa.  It  ia  not  iny 
purpose,  however,  to  eater  into  an  argument  to  prove 
it*  constitution ility.  The  attempt  to  do  ao  would  be  but 
a  feeble  ilenlion  of  what  has  been  more  ably  and  forci- 
bly urged  in  Ihe  other  wing  of  Ihia  Capitis.  SufBce  to 
■eyi  that  the  public  landa  were  ceded  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
cmmenl  by  those  Slates  in  whom  the  proprietarv  inte- 
rest renderl,  aubjeetto  Ihe  psymtnt  of  the  national  debt. 
That  the  reveriionsry  interest  in  Ihe  midue  was,  by  the 
terma  of  Ibe  compact  of  cetaion,  vested  in  the  seteral 
States,  "  according  to  their  respective  proportious  of 
the  general  charge  and  expenditure."  That  the  cesnon, 
ipon  these  conditions,  was  anterior  to  Ibe  adoption  of 


of  pre-eiisting  obligations.  That  those  portions  oF  the 
public  domain  comprehended  wllhin  the  limits  of  Louis- 
iana and  Florida  may  fairly  be  considered  to  have  been 
pnrchasfd  out  of  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  salea  of  the  lands 
thus  ceded.  That  Ihe  Federal  Government,  standing 
towards  the  Stales  in  the  relaiion  of  a  trustee  towards 
his  cittui  que  trvtl,  not  only  have  the  power,  but  are 
bound  by  all  the  obligations  of  good  fsith,  to  distribute 
"■"'  residuary  fund  in  the  mode  preaeribed  in  the  aeve- 
:ompscts  of  cession.  And  that  the  provisions  of  ihe 
Senate's  bill  sre  the  nearetl  practicable  approiimalion  to 
thai  mode.  These,  in  brief,  are  the  principal  arguments 
in  favor  of  the  power  of  distribution  in  the  manner  pro- 

The  argunwnts  drswn  from  expediency  are,  that  it 
till  relieve  us  from  Ihe  evil*  of  an  overflowing  Treas- 
iryi  that  it  it  the  moat  Just,  equal,  impartial,  and  least 
obnoxious  to  exception,  of  all  the  projeei*  yet  devised  to 
effect  thai  object!  that  it  will  confer  npon  the  Stales  the 
ficuliy  of  beiiering  their  condition  in  a  moral,  social, 
and  commercial  point  of  view,  by  enabling  them  to  car- 
ry Into  effect  Ihe  moet  eileniive  and  beneflcent  plana  ot 
education,  intercommunication,  and  internal  improve- 
ment of  all  kinds:  thereby  elevating  the  standard  of  the 
public  morsl*  and  intelligence)  increaaing  the  guarantees, 
and  inntring  the  dursbility,  of  oonstitutional  liberty) 
multiplying  the  avenues  and  facilitiea  of  intercourse) 
slrcngiFiening  the  bonds  of  union  by  additional  tie*  of 
inclination  and  Interesli  qoiekening  trade)  sttmuhting 
enterprise)  invigorating  the  eserlion*  by  enhancing  Ibe 
proftta  of  labor)  and  enriching  the  entire  surface  or  the 
country  by  the  unwonted  diaburscmenls  which  it  will 
occasion. 

I  wa*  surprised  to  hear  it  asserted  the  other  day,  by 
the  gentleman  from  Gew^a,  [Mr.  Tow»,]  that  Ihii 
bill  reeagnises  the  constitutional  power  of  Congren  over 
Ihe  entire  subject  of  internal  improvement  Now,  «ir, 
my  mind  has  arrived  at  a  directly  contrary  conclution. 
It  not  only  take*  away  from  Congress  the  means,  and 
thereby  removes  the  lemplalion,  nf  the  exercise  oflhls 
power,  but  it  doe*  away  not  only  all  necessity,  but  all  pre- 
tence of  the  necesiity,  of  legislative  action  on  it,  bythtt 
General  Government.  It  puts  in  the  hands  of  the  Btstee 
the  fiinds  which  will  enable  them  lo  proieeule  to  com- 
pletion their  own  works  of  internal  improvement.  II 
will  not  only  lessen  Ihe  pslronsgeand  weiken  Ihe  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  but  it  will  increaie  and 
strengthen  the  pstronage  and  powers  of  the  Ststes  in  Ihe 
same  proportion.  The  State  Governmenls  will  posses* 
the  power  of  designating  the  objects,  of  selectmg  the 
agents,  of  dispensing  Ihe  benefits  which  would  flow 
^m  this  new  and  extended  system  of  disbunementa. 
The  people  will  accualom  themaelves  to  look  more  to 
the  States  and  less  to  the  General  Government,  as  Ihe 
source  ofemployment)  and  a*  the  dispensers  oflts  appro- 
priate avail*.  Viewed  in  this  sspcci  alone,  the  meawre 
comes  commended  to  our  adoption  by  the  moat  obviotia 
and  forcible  considerations  of  expediency. 

With  this  exposition,  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect, 
of  mv  views  in  relation  lo  the  topics  on  which  I  bare 
touched,  I  will  now  address  myself  to  that  other  task, 
which  principally  induced  me  to  addreas  the  commit- 
tee— to  place  Ihe  cause  snd  parly  with  which  I  am  asso- 
eialed  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  their  true  altitude  before 
the  counlrir.  Judge  While  and  hi*  friend*  have  been 
charged  with  an  abandonment  of  the  principles  which 
hsve  herelofore  marked  their  eourse,  with  having  put 
themselves  in  oppoHllon  to  the  measures  of  the  present 
admini*tr«tion:  Judge  White,  because  hehasBuffered  hi* 
name  to  be  used  aa  a  candidate  for  the  prcMdencVi 
Bgainal  Ihe  nominee  ofa  caucus  or  convention)  hi*  frieod^ 
becsusc  they  persevere  in  their  support  of  h' 
fiance  of  that  nominatioo.    I  admit  tt 
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but  deny  the  cancluiiont  < 
and  pirlicul«r,  in  >{;KreK)ili 

■nd  My  thkt  the  very  rcvcne  oi  inoje  cunciuiiani  ii  i>ci. 
I  UMrt  that  Judf;e  While  and  hii  friendi  atill  adhere  to 
the  prineiplei  which  brought  General  Jackaon  into 
powen  that  they  not  only  remain  firm  to  Ihoae  prin- 
ciple*, but  (hat  they  h»vc  lupporied  every  leading 
meaaure  of  the  present  adminitlraiioni  that  if  there  be 
any  thing  equivocal  in  ihe  atiitude  wliich  they  at  preaent 
■uitiin  towirdi  the  adminittriliDn,  Ihe  fault  or  tbe 
change  it  not  in  them  nor  in  their  principle*. 

In  aupport  iif  theie  avernnenta,  1  will  endeavor  to 
provr,  in  the  firat  place,  the  identity,  in  point  of  poaiEion 
and  principle,  brlween  Judge  White  naw  and  General 
Jftckaon  during  bi*  firat  canvaai  (or  the  preiideney.  A> 
the  admlnittrationof  Mr.  Honroe  drew  lowardaitacloM, 
the  attention  of  the  naiinn  waa  turned  towarda  the  choice 
of  hia  aucceator.  Several  candidatea  were  put  in  nomi- 
nalion,  all  menbera  of  the  cabinet  or  of  Congreaa.  Of 
theae,  one  wa*  in  the  Ine  of  cabinet  tucceMiom  another 
waa  (ought  to  be  upheld  by  confnrniing  lo  what  were 
called  "  Ihe  uaigea  of  Ihe  republican  parly,"  via:  by 
caucua  nomination.  To  both  of  iheae  candidalea  itrong 
exception  waa  taken,  by  a  large  portion  of  Ibe  people, 
nol  on  pcraonal  groundi  merely,  hut  from  conaiderationi 
connected  wilh  their  reapeciive  poaitiona.  I'he-e  were, 
oppoaition  to  cabinet,  or  any  Gied  order  of  auccea- 
•ion — to  caucua  nominatiuna,  or  lo  any  fixed  mode  of 
deiignaling  a  aucceaaar. 

To  ahow  Ihe  11116  of  public  feeling  in  relation  to  cab- 
inet aucceation,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate,  in  thia  place, 
to  advert  tu  a  contemporaneoua  fact.  When  the  conati- 
talion  of  Bolivia  waa  tint  publialied  in  thia  country,  that 
proviiion  of  it  which  confera  upon  the  Preaident,  fur 
tbe  time  being,  the  power  of  appointing  hia  auccenor, 
received,  ai  it  deaerved,  the  unanimous  and  unqualified 
denunciationa  of  Ihe  American  preaa.  Bolivar,  ili  author, 
waa  chai^^  wilh  having  deaerted  tbe  principles  fur 
which  he  had  ao  nobly  and  triumphantly  contended  in 
tbe  field;  wilh  hAving  ceaaed  to  follow  in  the  foolitepa  of 
Waahingloa,  whom  he  had  affected  to  conaider  aa  hia 
great  eiempliri  wiih  having,  in  efteel,  become  a  convert 
lo  Ihe  doctrine  of  hereditary  aucceiMon. 

The  venerable  gentleman  from  Uassacbuaetta,  [Mr. 
ADAxa.l  who  now  aila  before  roe,  encountered  (he  full 
fortieor  thii  objection.  Hiilhen  poaitiun,  ■■  Secretary 
of  Slate,  waa  urged  againit  him,  wilh  great  eRect.  The 
incumbent  of  that  Department,  in  aeveral  conieculive 
inalancea^  had  aucceeded  to  the  preaidency.  The  acci- 
dent of  lo-ilaj,  it  was  apprehended,  might  ripen  into 
the  precedent  of  to-morruir,  and,  unlesa  intermitted, 
acquire  all  the  force  and  aulhority  of  preacriplion.  We 
bad  aeen  a  aafe  and  glnriuua  precedent,  (which,  on   no 

Eretext  the  moit  plauiible  of  necesaiiy,  ought  ever  lo  be 
rokeni  n  upon,)  aet,  tn  the  first  inslince,  by  the  Father 
of  Ilia  Country,  and  which,  by  uniform  observance,  has 
beeome  incorporated  wiih  the  conslituiion  ilselF,  that  no 
Prendent  abould  extend  his  ambitious  viewa  beyond  two 
terms  of  service.  And  ippreheniions  were  entertained 
that  a  precedent  of  a  difTerent  character,  (he  precedent 
of  cabinet  aucceation,  from  similar  usage  and  observ- 
ance, mighl  obtain  an  equally  aulhori tali ve  hold  upon 
the  public  mind.  The  three  immediale  predeceaaora  of 
the  gcndeman  from  Haasachuaetli,  it  ia  true,  had  never 
been  charged,  or  even  auapecled,  of  aelecting  their  Sec- 
retaries ofstste  with  a  view  (o  the  succession)  bul  such. 
It  was  feared,  would  be  (be  aim,  and  might  become  the 
■(lainment,  of  some  future  fresident,  leas  mindful  of  the 
proprieties  of  bis  atatiun,  and  less  strongly  imbued  with 
(he  (rue  tpiri(  of  our  free  inatitutions.  In  opposin;;, 
however,  the  election,  on  this  ground,  of  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Hauaebu setts,  Ihe  deatgn  was  not  en- 
tertained of  ditfranohiaing  Secretarica  of  State,  in  all 


time,  but  merely  to  interrupt  the  continuity  of  (he  pre> 
cedent,  and  deal roy,  (hereby,  Ihe  force  oritaauthoritr. 

Thia  aalutary  caution,  thii  wiae  jralouay,  had  its  origin 
in  the  general  aen>»,  that  any  open  and  direct  inlerffa- 
rence,  that  any  ostenlatioua  avowal  of  preference  be- 
Iween rival  candidates,  that  any  official  influence  exerted, 
or  executive  pstronsge  dispensed,  by  the  President,  for 
the  purpose  of  operalinit  upon  (be  election  of  hia  mfr 
ceaanr,  waa  wrong  in  point  of  principle,  unsafe  in  poist 
of  precedent,  and  dangerous  in  tendency,  if  not'in  inten- 
iTOn,  to  (he  liberties  of  our  country.  The  dignity  of 
CKwr,  conferred  by  the  Emperors  of  Bome,  rested 
in  ils  poiaessor  the  reversion  oF  the  empire.  And,  nr,  the 
annals  of  past  history  are  rife  with  instances  in  which 
monarchs,  remarkable  for  their  wisdom  in  the  cabinet  and 
valor  in  (he  field,  have  selected  aucccaiara  who  were 
their  conlrasta  in  every  regard)  who,  destiiule  tbem- 
selvra  of  all  the  attributea  of  command,  have  yet  beea 
enabled,  by  a  dexterou*  addreaa,  by  aariduoos  atten- 
tions, by  servile  flatteries^  by  seising  upon  thoae  weak 
points  of  character  from  which  even  Ihe  grea(eat  and  beat 
are  not  exempt,  to  worm  ihemielves  inio  the  confidence 
nf  power,  to  bow  distrust  and  suspicion  where  there  had 
been  friendship  and  reliance,  to  interdict  the  approachea 
of  rival  merit  lo  Ihe  throne,  and,  finally,  to  reap  empire 
as  (he  reward  of  duplicity  and  circumvention. 

Sir,  mankind  haie  ever  looked  with  Jealouay  upon  the 
eapecial  favorite  of  aupreme  power.  Thisfeelinghaaits 
origin  partly  in  the  fact  of  hillorieal  arouchmeni,  that 
favoritism  ii  more  often  acquired  by  pcraonal  devotion  to 
the  ruling  chief  than  by  liie  possession  and  exertion.  In 
the  public  service,  of  eminent  abiJilies)  and  partly  in  Ilia 
belief,  Ihit  he  who  aspirea  to  Ihe  high  places  of  the  Gor- 
ernmenl  should  rely  for  aucces*  more  on  ihe  force  of  in^ 
dividual  merit,  and  lets  on  the  advenliiious  aids  of  pow- 
er and  patronage.  That,  like  a  high  mountain,  be 
should  stand  out  in  bold  relief,  his  proportions  diatinetly 
defined  upon  the  political  horizon,  realing  on  the  broad 
basis  of  hia  own  qualifications,  and  screened,  by  no  inter- 
veningobject,  from  observation  andacrutiny.  That  be 
abould  resemble  some  loF^y  old  hickory  of  the  forest,  ita 
roots  deep  aet  in  the  earth,  and  ils  branchea  extending 
alofi  and  around,  rather  than  (he  little,  creeping,  para> 
silicil  vine,  that,  by  twining  around  ita  trunk,  ia  enabled 
to  lift  itself  into  a  region  more  elevated  than  it  could  ever 
have  attained  to  by  ill  own  inlrinsic  strength  and  alamina. 

Sir,  allow  me,  in  this  placr,  to  refer  to  a  paaaagein 
English  hiatory.  The  court  of  Bliiabetb,  at  one  lime, 
waa  divided  by  two  adverae  and  contending  partiea:  one 
acknowledging  the  Duke  of  Sutfolk  aa  its  head,  the 
other  following  the  lead  of  the  Earl  of  Leicesier.  Suf- 
folk waa  frank,  open.  Sincere,  msgnanimout,  h'>neal,  and 
aagacioiiB  aa  a  politiciv>,  of  unblemished  character,  pub- 
lic and  private,  and  intent  only  upon  the  true  intereata 
of  hia  country,  and  the  honor  and  glory  of  his  royal  mis- 
tresa.  Leicester  waa  supple,  intinuatioG';  unprincipled, 
selfish  in  his  designs,  unscrupulous  in  his  means  to  ac- 
complish them*  of  an  atl-graaping  ambition,  which  aimed, 
not  at  the  succession,  but  at  a  connexion,  by  connubial 
ties,  with  royalty  iiaelf.  Suffolk  had  the  esteem  of  tbe 
Queen,  founded  on  her  knowledge  of  the  sterling  quail. 
tiea  of  his  mind  and  heart.  Leicester,  by  Ihe  arts  and 
blsodiahmenis  of  the  courtier,  had  won  upon  heraHec- 
tiona,  Tel  it  is  recorded  of  her,  as  a  signal  evidence  of 
wisdom  and  se1f.denial,  of  the  triumph  of  judgment  over 
paasion,  that  ahe  vaa  yet  enabled  to  observe  towards 
them  Ihe  moat  even-handed  jualice:  that  however,  ia 
her  private  and  locisl  relations,  she  might  give  way  to 
Ihe  tenderneaa  of  a  woman  attached  even  to  infatiutiofi, 
yet  that,  in  all  public  trantacliona,  the  waa  ever  mindful 
of  the  diitniiy  and  impartiality  of  the  Queen .  She  felt 
and  acted,  not  as  the  head  of  a  parly,  but  aa  tbe  anoinled 
aovereign  of  England  abould  feel  and  act. 
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But  lo  return  from  thi*  diKrewon.  Anotber  prec«- 
dent  tending  lo  eitiblnh  >  fixed  mode  of  (Clecling  ■  luc- 
ceuor  to  Ihe  preiidency  wii  to  be  found  in  uueut  nomi- 
luiioni.  Of  thi >  ly  Item,  ind  of  the  pKrty  which  used  it  for 
their  purpose!,  Hr.  Van  Durcn  nil  principtl  ■d*oc*lB 
and  Uidin^  member  <  in  proof  of  which,  I  will  reid  an 
eslracl  from  the  iddren  of  Ihecaucua  □flS?4  ">o  the  re- 
publicana  of  the  United  Statei,"  of  which  he  wu  the 
reputed  author.     It  ia  aa  foliowii 

"  We  will  not  attempt  to  conceal  the  anxiety  with 
which  we  are  impreaaed  by  the  preaent  conjuncture. 
To  our  mind*  the  eouraeof  eventa  pointi  lo  the  entire 
diimembFrment  of  the  party.  The  injuricuB  conae- 
quencsa  likely  to  be  produced  by  ■  depaKure  from  the 
ancient  uaagea  of  the  party  win  not  be  confined  to  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  Preaident.  Exertiona  are 
every  where  making  to  break  up  the  entire  ayatem  of 
eonventioDi  for  the  nomination  of  candidatea  in  reference 
lo  State  at  well  ai  federal  election!.  It  ti  aubmitted, 
then,  whether  an  abanJanment  of  the  practice  will  not 
involTe  the  ultimate  proitraCion  of  the  tystem  whererer 
it  preraili,  and  with  it  the  aecuritiea  of  the  republican 
ucendency.  It  ia  from  an  appreheniion  at  tach  reiulia, 
in  the  event  of  the  abandonment  of  eatabliihedprinciplea, 
■nd  oftheungeaofthe  party,  that  we  have  adopted  Ihe 
proceedinff  now  aubmilted  to  your  coniideralion.  The 
question  if,  in  our  beit  judgment,  one  touching  the  prea- 
er*ation  or  diamembermenl  ol  the  party." 

Theaeaentimenta  were  reapondrd  to  bj  the  then  Lrg-ia. 
lature  of  New  York.  In  the  report  of  a  committee  of 
(hit  body  it  wai  anerted  that  ■'  there  ia  no  other  mode 
(than  Ihe  one  in  queation)  of  concent  rati  nf[  public 
opinion;"  ••  that  it  waa  necearary,  not  merely  lo  the 
•ucceaa,  but  lo  the  prcaerTalion,  and  ponibly  the  cs- 
iatence,  of  the  republican  parlyj"  and  that  theae  eon- 
•iderationi  ahould  commend  ita  adoption  "lo  all  who 
feel  any  aolicitude  for  the  continued  aaccndency  of  re- 
publican principles." 

A  large  poriion  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country  began 
to  be  juatly  alarmed  at  the  prevalence  of  principlea  and 

Eraeticei  such  >a  these.  A  central  piiwer,  it  was  feared 
y  them,  was  in  process  of  creation  at  the  seat  of  Oot- 
crnment,  which  might  eventually  control  Ihe  eleclire 
franchise,  and  convert  the  people,  from  the  high  charac- 
ter of  independent  electors,  into  mere  political  aulomals, 
for  Ihe  rtgiitrallon  of  its  edicts.  They  determined  to 
resist  thin  central  power  in  each  mode  ofils  manifestation  i 
to  interrupt  the  conlinuily  of  cabinet  succeaaioni  "Jo 
break  up  the  entire  system  of  canventions,"  and  lo  re- 
invest Ihe  people  in  all  iheir  sovereign  attribulesof  thought 
and  action  in  reference  to  the  choice  of  Chief  Magistrate. 
It  was  against  the  latter  practice,  especiallv,  that  their 
exertions  were  directed.  Whatever  might  have  been 
Ibe  neceaaities  In  which  it  bad  its  origin,  however  ex- 
cusable its  occasional  use  as  the  extreme  medicine  of  the 
Bute,  they  conceived  that  it  would  be  eminently  injuri- 
ous as  its  dsily  potion.  The  declaration  and  enforce- 
ment of  rosrtial  law  at  New  Orleans  might  hsvo  been 
justified  by  the  exigencies  of  Ihe  occasion)  but  who 
would  quote  it  as  a  precedent  to  sutborize  habitual 
violations,  under  ordinary  circumitancea,  of  the  tacreil 
fuaranteea  of  the  caoatitutlon  ?  The  practice  was  re- 
nounced as  dangerously  restrictive  of  the  rights  of  suf- 
frage) as  circumscribing  the  range  of  selection  loofBcet 
■a  virtually  disfranchising  sll  others  than  its  nomineeii 
as  superseding  the  provision  of  the  constitution  in  re- 
p^rd  lo  the  election  ofils  highest  executive  officer,  and 
inlerpolaiing  new  provisions  in  tbeir  steadj  aa  tending  to 
place  the  entire  power  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of 
combinatioiis  and  cabals  among  men  in  high  places.  It 
was  unanioMnul^  afflnted  by  Ue  Tennetaee  Legislative 
•■tlMtlhe  practice  of  caamis  nominations  ia  a  violation  of 
tiM  OTMUtntMni"  that  etch  deparmcBt  of  tbe  Gorcm. 
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ment  ought  id  be  prevented  "from  exercising  the 
smallest  influence  over  the  othert"  and  that  "  the  mem. 
hers  of  Coitgresa  ihoutd  not  be  the  principal  or  primary 
agent)  or  aciors  in  the  electiun  of  the  Preaident."  In 
reply  to  the  argument  of  usage  and  precedent,  the 
Legislature  said  Itiat  "the  actions  of  public  men,  heated 
by  party  zeal,  and  itruggiing  for  ascendency,  ought  not 
to  be  urged  aa  precedenls,"  The  party  publications  of 
that  day  are  replete  with  vehement  attacki  upon  all  auch 
obnuxioua  praclicea  and  princlpiesi  but  I  will  not  weary 
the  patience  of  the  committee  with  further  quotation. 

As  Ihe  person ificali on  and  imbodiment,  then,  of  thil 
spirit  of  opposition,  at  the  type  and  representative  of  aset 
of  principles  antagonist  lo  those  in  question,  and  which 
were  deemed  of  vital  importance  to  the  preaervation,  in 
their  purity,  of  our  republicsn  institutions,  General 
Jackson  was  selected.  His  great  popularity,  hia  tslentt 
and  public  services,  displsyed  and  performed  in  atationa 
civil  and  military)  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  patriotism 
and  integrity)  his  private  and  unnflieial  poailion — a  Cin- 
cinnatua  on  his  farm — unhackneyed  in  Ihe  waya  of  a  mere 
politician,  all  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  high  mission  to 
which  he  was  preferred. 

With  Jackson  for  their  rallying  point,  the  people  pre- 
pared to  resume  Ihe  exercise  of  their  usurped  rights.- 
They  met  in  their  primary  aasemblies,  and  made  their 
own  nominations.  They  apoke  through  Legialaturea,  at 
which  a  number  were  elected  with  especial  referene* 
to  Ibis  (]uestion.     They  denounced,   in   every  shape, 

interference  of  men  in  high  places  with  Ihe  freedom  of 
BufFrige.  Public  sentiment,  instead  of  descending,  in 
noxious  distillstiona,  from  a  firmament  studded  with  tha 
constellations  of  greatness,  rose,  like  the  livinK  principla 
of  vegetstion,  from  Ihe  earth,  imparting  u  healthy  and 
cheerful  aspect  to  the  humble  valleys  of  society,  sr.d 
Rradually  endowing  ita  eminences  with  congenial  hues. 
The  knell  of  Ihe  caucns  system,  at  leaat  in  reference  to 
Dational  nominations,  was  ihouglit  to  have  been  rung. 
Its  nominee.  In  this  instance,  Wat  signslly  defeated,  and 
ita  obsequies  were  performed  with  all  tbe  solemnities 
which  follow  a  final  depsrture. 

But  in  ita  stead  has  arisen  a  body  more  anomalous  llun 
ilseir.  A  national  convention,  constituted  as  such  bod- 
ies have  lieretafore  been,  is  but  the  essence  snd  ipirit  of 
a  congressional  caucus,  reproduced  in  a  modified  formi 
with  Ihia  distinction  in  fsvor  of  the  latter,  that  whereas 
conventions  of  the  kind  of  which  I  am  speaking  sre,  for 
the  mo»l  part,  without  a  conatituenoy,  and  therefore  irre- 
Hponsiblci  csucuses  were  composed  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, who  sre  smenable  lo  Ihe  people  in  the  periodi. 
cal  exercise  of  Ihe  elective  franchise. 

Sir,  what  sre  the  origin  snd  composition  of  your  mod- 
em conventions  F  Are  they  composed  of  delegates  fairly 
elected  by,  and  fully  representing,  the  people  at  large, 
or  e>en  a  majority  of  that  portion  of  them  who  const!* 
tute  the  party  to  which  they  profess  to  belong^  To 
conventions  thus  constituted  no  reasonable  exceptioiia 
could  be  taken,  except,  perhaps,  that  it  were  snticipa. 
ting  Ihe  decision  of  the  bsllot-boi.  But  such  is  not 
I  heir  constitution.  A  few  aelf-created  leaders  of  a  partv, 
to  which  they  attach  the  exclusive  cognomen  of  rcpub- 
licsn,  consult  together,  select  their  chief,  parcel  oat 
the  principal  offices  among  themselves,  and  poaaesi  tbeir 
psrtisans  and  echoes  of  the  newspaper  press,  at  home, 
with  the  plan  of  operations  agreed  upon.  By  theas 
mesni,  meetinfft  are  gotten  up,  si  which  resolutions  sm 
adopted,  appointing  delegates  initiated  into  the  secrelt 
of  the  party.  These  meetings  are  always  informal,  at. 
wsys  composed  of  a  small  minority  of  the  people,  murt 
commonly  eoofined  to  tbe  friends  and  relations  of  somt 
high  dignitary.  No  mode  of  proceeding  ii  prescribed 
by  law.    ReprcMotation  w  apportknwd  accoidii^  to  am 
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citkbliihcd  ralio.  No  iherifT  mikn  procUmalion,  luni' 
moning'  the  people  lo  the  palli.  No  (worn  ofiicen  re- 
ceive and  record  tlieir  votes.  Vfhrn  the  conTcntion  u- 
•einblei,  no  ciedentikli,  no  certifiules  of  election,  are 
Kqiiirad)  conformity  in  poiilicml  creed  with  the  wire- 
wotlceri  behind  the  icenei  it  an  imple  pauport  to  Ihc 
privilegei  oritiemberthip.  And  yet »  body  of  thi»ch»r- 
•ctrr,  compoted,  for  the  moit  pirt,  of  office-lialdera  and 
oSce-ieekeri,  or  Ihe  Mpecial  friendi  of  thoie  who  are, 
nerer  elected  bj  majorities,  lometimei  eren  Klf-consti- 
tuted,  Bsiumea  to  dictate  lo  the  democracy  of  the  land! 
claim  for  It*  decreei  an  sulhorily  paramount  to  the  con- 
dilution  ilielt!  holds  up  its  nominee  as  the  great  political 
FftitM  tie  Mtdidi,  to  which  our  opinion!  must  conform, 
tnd  by  which  our  principles  mutt  be  remodelled! 

But  It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  UcKioH,]  that  TennesMe  in  aendinji  de le- 

Klei  to  the  Baillmore  convention  of  1839,  and  yieldin|r 
r  support  Id  iti  nominee,  hat  commilted  herself  to  the 
Sttem  of  national  nominationi.  I  happen  (o  know  tome- 
ing  of  the  mode  in  which  Ihoie  delegate!  were  appoint- 
ed. A  meeting  wu  held  in  Naihville,  compoaed  partly 
of  membcn  chosen  by  minority  meetings  in  a  very  small 
■ninority  ofihe  cauntie^  and  partly  of  persons  accident- 
ally present  in  that  town  at  the  time,  who  had  not  eren 
the  semblance  of  authority  to  act  fur  any  portion  of 
their  felluw-citlirni.*  The  great  mass  of  the  people 
trf  Tennetaee  took  no  part  in  this  movement,  and  are  in 
BO  way  commilted  by  it.  On  the  contrary,  there  wai  b 
deep  under-current  of  feeling  agtainst  Mr  Van  Buien, 
originating  parity  in  this  very  course,  and  which  hsssince 
heaved  to  the  lurface,  and  manifealed  ilself  in  opposing- 
his  adTsncement  to  a  yet  higher  itatiuni  and  if  the  peo- 
ple of  TenneiMe  yleldrd  a  temporary  and  reluctant  ac- 
qaicteenc*  in  bis  nomination  then,  it  was  beeauie  an  al- 
tematiTi  wu  loarcety  presented  them,  and  because  Ihe 
vice  presidentialehairwucontideredtn  be  infinitely  lub- 
ordinate  In  importance  to  that  of  Chief  Hagiitrate  of  Ihe 
Union.  The  Preaident  wu  Ihe  principal  point  ofviewi 
•nd  they  took  the  Vice  President  not  because  the  man  or 
themodeofbisnaminationwM  acceptable,  but  because  of 
the  tenerated  name  with  which  it  was  aaaociated.  I 
have  said,  sir,  that  the  position  and  principles  of  action 
of  Judge  White  now  are  remarkably  coincident,  in  ere- 
ry  essential  particular,  with  ihote  of  General  Jackson 
tn  bis  first  canyass  fur  the  preaideney.  General  Jackaon 
wai  applied  to  by  a  eummitlee  appoinicd  at  a  meeting 
of  Ihe  people  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  lo  know 
whether  he  would  content  lo  be  a  candidate  For  Presi- 
dent. "Hy  undeviating  rule  through  life,"  siys  Ihe 
general  in  reply,  "and  which  I  have  and  ever  shall 
deem  u  congenial  with  the  true  republican  principles 
of  our  GoTemmenti  has  been  neither  to  seek  nor  de- 
eUne  public  Invitstiona  to  office.*'  "The  office  oT  Chief 
Magiatrata  Is  one  of  great  responsibility.  As  it  should 
not  be  MMjght  by  any  individusl,  so  it  cannot  wlih  pro- 
priety be  declined,  when  offered  by  Ihoae  who  hare  the 

*Uy  nanveflgure*  tntheproeecdingtof  that  meeting. 
Happening,  accidentally,  to  be  in  Nashville  at  Ihe  time, 
I  attended  the  meeting  aa  a  mere  ipeclator.  I  was  un- 
expectedly announced  by  the  chairman  at  one  of  the 
eommittee  to  rep^rta  preamble  and  resolutions.  Taken 
thus  at  unswarei,  I  hesitated  what  to  do.  Opposed,  at  I 
waa,  to  the  whole  tyttem  of  conventinns,  and  lo  the  in- 
tended nominee  of  the  one  to  be  held  at  Ualtimorc,  I 
waa  yet  aincrrEly  atiaclird  to  General  Jack->on,  and  did 
not  with  10  pi^ce  myself  in  an  altitude  which  would 
have  the  appearance  even  of  hostility  to  him.  t  there- 
fore withdrew  from  the  meeting  before  the  preamble 
•nd  retohiilons  were  reported  by  the  commitiee,  and 
returned  home,  a  dittance  of  abmt  twenty  loiiet  tbkt 
tTening.— 'JI^U  (y  ifr.  M. 


power  of  selection.  It  it  inlercMing  to  Ihe  American 
people  alone,  and  in  the  election  they  should  exerciso 
'.heir  free  and  unbiased  judgmen'."  "It  was  with  these 
impressions,  I  presume,  and'without  any  conauhatioa 
vilh  me,  that  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  ss  an  addi- 
tional testimony  of  confidence  in  me,  thought  proper  to 
present  my  name  to  the  cunsideraliim  of  the  American 
people.  Hy  political  creed  prompta  me  lo  leave  the 
affair,  uninfluenced  by  any  exprenion  on  my  pari,  to 
the  free  will  of  those  who  alone  have  the  right  lo  de- 

A  similar  application  was  made  to  Judge  White.  The 
following  Is  a  portion  of  hit  reply: 

"  1  am  aware  Ihat  for  aome  time  pist  my  name  has 
been  occauonally  mentioned,  tn  our  own  State  and 
elsewhere,  for  the  office  you  mention.  I  bad  ncnw  snp- 
posed  it  would  be  so  far  acceptable  lo  the  public  as  U 
render  an  appiioalion  lo  me  necessary,  lo  ascevtaia  ny 
wishes  or  dele rml nation. 

"  Not  having  taken  anypalns  lo  aaeerlaln  pubHc  opin- 
ion upon  that  subject,  t  am  perhaps  lets  acquainted  with 
iheaenlimenttof  even  ourownStste  thananyof  myeot- 
letguei.  As  to  my  own  wishea  and  delerminatioD,  I  eao 
have  no  difficulty  in 'giving  you  an  aniwer. 

"  I  am  nut  contciout  liiat  at  any  moment  of  my  life 
I  have  ever  wished  to  be  President  of  the  United  Staltsi 
I  have  never  knowingly  uttered  a  sentence,  or  done  aa 
act,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  inducing  any  person  to  llunk  of 
me  fcir  Ihat  distinguished  station.     When  Ihe  duties  and 


"  Thoee  for  whose  benefit  it  was  created  have  a  right 
to  fill  It  with  any  ciiiien  the;  may  prefer,  provided  bell 
eligible  by  Ihe  eonstiiutioni  and  the  pereon  who  would 
refuse  to  accept  such  an  office,  if  offered  by  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales,  ought  to  havea  much  ilronger  bold 
upon  public  opinion  that  I  can  ever  hope  lo  potieat. 

"  Hy  most  aniiout  wish  i^  that  in  any  use  you  may 
lliink  propet  lo  make  of  my  name,  youmay  loae  riRhtM 
every  con«deration  except  the  public  interest.  I  have 
not  hid  any  agency  in  cauaing  it  to  be  uied,  and  do  not 
feel  that  I  would  be  justified  in  directing  Ihe  use  of  it  to 
be  discontinued.  I  can,  however,  with  truth,  say,  that  if 
thoiB  political  friends  who  hs*e  u'sed  it  thus  far  thai] 
have  reason  to  believe  a  further  use  of  it  will  be  aninjuir 
iniiead  of  a  benefit  lo  the  country,  and  may  chooie  lo 
withdraw  it,  they  will  have  try  hearly  concurrence." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  both  of  theae  disiinguished 
statesmen  and  patriots  avowed  the  same  senlimenlti  Ihat 
they  both  acknowledged  the  right  of  the  people  lo  sn 
unrestricted  range  of  selection,  in  reference  lo  candidates 


to  enter  upon  the  diacharge  of  iu 

In  1834,  Hr.  Crawford  was  the  nominee  oi  a  cancin, 
the  candidate  of  the  rcpubhcan  parly:  so  Is  Mr-  Taa 
Burcn  In  1S3S.  If  Rcneral  Jtckton,  in  opponng  Mr. 
Crawford,  did  not  "  lose  eaite"  with  Ihe  republican 
parly,  why  may  not  Judge  White  claim  a  limilar  ex- 
emption, in  allowing  the  continued  use  of  bit  name 
against  Mr.  Vsn  BurenF  In  lBd4  It  was  objected,  by 
Mr.  Crawfunl's  friends,  ihat  the  muUiplicalion  of  candi- 
datea  consequent  on  the  accetalon  to  Ihe  list  of  General 
Jackson,  would  prevent  a  choice  being  made  in  Ibe 
electoral  colleges,  and  throw  the  election  into  the  House 
of  Repretentativet — a  contingency  which  they  repre- 
sented as  fraught  with  the  most  diiiatroiia  eonaequencci 
lo  the  libertiea  ofthe  counlry.  And  it  it  worthy  of  re- 
mark that  Ihe  politicians  and  newspaper  editors  then  snd 
aow  cxtairti  who  uicd  th'tt  Mguinent  with  eueh  orgeaer 


yl^^OOglC 


8749 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


8750 


Mai  VT,  383S.] 


•nd  rcpctitioa  tgunil  General  Jickeon,  ire  ths  Mme 
who  ire  •!  preaent  wielding  it  >pmi(  Judg«  White! 
wiib  vhat  liocerily  nu^  ba  inferred  rrom  the  facr,  no- 
lorioui  ■■  noondajr,  that,  but  for  their  oppuiiion  to  the 
Judge,  kll  prubible  occurrence  of  the  eoniin{[encp  dep- 
recated might  liars  been  prevented.  But  the  objection, 
however  forcibly  urKeil,  did  not  pment  itielr  lo  the 
friends  of  General  Jackton  in  an  aipect  (ufBcienilj 
formidable  to  induce  them  to  withdraw  him  from  tlie 
eonteil.  The  Lrjliiature  of  Tenneaaee  unaDimnualy 
adopted  a  preamble  and  re*olulion^  in  wliioh  it  wai  de- 
clared that  *'  thii  enntingency  waa  fureaeen  and  provided 
for  in  the  coniiitution,"  and  that  il  wai  leu  to  be  feared 
than  the  vicarioua  and  obtnitive  agency  of  a  body  un- 
known to  the  eonatitution  and  law*,  and  which  impoted 
fettera  on  the  inappreciable  righta  of  niffnKe.  The  ob- 
jection did  not  alrike  General  Jackaon  bimacif  with  luch 
force  a*,  in  hta  opinion,  tn  render  withdrawal  on  bii  part 
M)  act  either  of  patriotiam  or  of  duly. 

The  preMrvation  oftheunltyoflhe  parly  waa  another 
argument  urged  with  much  ical  and  earneatneaa  by  the 
■d'ocatea  of  the  eaueu«  nominee.  II  waa  alleged  that 
"  the  aaoendency  of  the  republican  party"  waa  en- 
dangered by  the  multiplication  of  candidatea,  and  the 
people  were  inToked  by  all  the  obligation*  of  patriot!  ~ 


eiple  the  only  weapon*  used.  Reaort  waa  had  to 
peration  and  abuae.  General  Jackaon  waa  denounced, 
and  that,  too,  by  the  organa  of  that  very  party  which 
BOW  daimi  lo  be  the  eipecial  guardian  of  hia  reputation, 
a*  a  tyrant)  ai  unqualified  by    temper,  education,  and 

Srevioua  babitt,  for  ciril  rulei  and  it  waa  aaaerted  that 
il  election  would  be  the  infliction  of '*  a  curae  upon 
the  country."  Altempla  were  even  made  lo  atrip  him 
of  tboae  laurels  which  he  bad  plucked  from  the  rugged 
brow  of  war,  in  many  a  well-fought  field.  And  if  ihete 
effbrla  were  not  crowned  with  aucceia,  it  wai  becauae 

■'  T™.  rIoit'.  1«t« 
AraoTlha  (rut  nn  bolt  aflhander  claaTei. 

But  the  conteat  terminated  in  the  election  by  the 
Houae  of  Repreacntaiivea  of  the  geniliman  from  Maaia- 
cbuaellai  Gen.  Jackaon  having  received  a  plurality  of  the 
voiea'in  the  electoral  collegea.  HIa  frienda,  however, 
undiiheartened  by  defeat,  preaented  him  again  aa  a 
otndidate  Ibr.  the  eminent  charge.  The  war-cry  of  op- 
poaltion  to  the  new  adminiatration  waa  aounded  and  con- 
tinued from  the  alaning-poat  la  Ihe  goal.  It  waa  aaaert- 
ed  that  iti  accenion  to  power  waa  brought  about  by  a 
flagrant  violation  of  Ihe  riglita  of  popular  aufiragei  that 
the  will  of  the  people  had  been  defeated  by  a  corrupt 
eoallliott.  Exception  wai  taken  to  the  fint  msMage  of 
tbe  Preaident,  on  the  ground  that  in  it  were  avowed 
nllra-federaldoctrinea.  Corruption, beaidea,  waaalleged 
to  niat  in  tbe  ndminiatratiaQ  of  every  department  of 
tbe  Government.  Tbe  moat  fearful  apprebenaiona  for 
the  purity  and  prcaervalion  of  our  free  inatltulioni  were 
eonjured  up,  in  conaequence  of  (he  extent  andimpuled 
abuae  of  the  patronage  of  the  Executive. 

In  1836  a  committee  waa  appointed  in  the  Senate,  on 
otolion  of  Mr.  Benton,  to  deriae  waya  and  meani  for  the 
tWtation  of  executive  patronagei  among  Ihe  member* 
of  that  oommittee  appear  the  namea  of  White  and  Van 
Buren.  Tbe  re*uit  of  their  labor*  waa  a  report,  ac- 
companied with  aix  bitla.  The  object  of  theae  btlli  waa 
to  lake  from  the  Secretary  of  State  Ihe  power  of  aelecl- 
Ing  tbe  newapapen  for  the  publication  of  the  law*  of 
the  United  Stalea  and  Ihe  public  adverliaement*)  to  reg- 
ulate ihe  appointment  of  potlmaaierai  to  regulate  the 
appiHntmcnt  of  mldihipmcnt  to  regulate  Ihe  appmnt- 
nent  ot  cadelai  to  prevent  military  and  naval  oracen 
fMin  being  dismined  Ihcaenrice  at  tlie  pleatuje  of  the 


theae  bills,  with  all  the  force  of  argument,  and  a 
amplificationa  of  rhetoric. 

[Here  Mr.  H.  read  a  variety  of  extracts  from  tbe  re- 
port,  showing  the  alarming  extent  of  the  power  and 
patronijce  of  Ihe  Preaidentt  Ihe  increaM  and  multipli- 
cation of  its  object*!  and  the  necessity  that  exiited  for 
their  curlallment  and  limitalion.] 

I  will  trouble  tbe  committee  with  but  one  mora  quo- 
talion  from  this  docuroenli  "  Not  being  able  to  reform 
tbe  Government  in  tbe  election  of  Hreaident,  they  (the 
committee)  must  go  to  work  upon  his  powers,  and  trim 
down  these  by  ilatutory  enactinenlt,  whenever  it  can  be 
done  by  law,  and  with  a  juat  regard  to  the  proper  effl' 
cieney  of  the  Government.  For  tbii  purpoae  they  ha*a 
reported  tbe  «ix  bill*  which  have  been  enumerated. 
They  do  not  pretend  to  have  exbauiled  the  subject,  but 
only  to  have  seized  upon  a  few  of  its  prominent  points. 
They  have  only  touched,  in  four  place*,  the  vest  and 
pervading  system  of  Federal  executive  patronage:  the 
preaa,  the  poat  office,  Ihe  armed  force,  and  the  appoint- 
ing power.  They  are  few  compared  lotbe  wholenum- 
her  of  pointa  which  the  ayilem  preaent*,  but  tbej  are 
point*  vital  to  the  liberties  of  the  counliir.  The  preM 
ia  put  foremost,  becauae  it  i>  Ihe  moving  power  of  hu- 
man BCtioni  the  poal  office  ia  the  handmaid  of  tha  pre*** 
Ihe  armed  force  ita  ezecutori  and  tbe  appointing  power 
the  direetrcia  of  tbe  whole." 

Ur.  Van  Ruren,  it  i*  fair  lo  preiume,  wa*  in  fiivor  of 
theae  billat  he  belonged  to  Ihe  committee  by  whom  ihey 
were  reported,  and  no  recorded  evidence  is  extant  of  bia 
having  diatented  from  their  principle*.  And  yet  the 
moM  important  of  them  all,  tbe  one  which  wi*  moat  ex- 
tenaive  and  all-embracing  in  ita  range,  the  bill  to  aecura 
in  olHce  Ihe  faiihfiil  CDlliiclora  and  diiburaera  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  to  ditplace  defaulters,  recently  re- 
produced in  the  Senate,  in  form  and  aubaiance,  waa  met 
with  determined  oppoailion  by  hia  confidential  frlenda  in 
that  body,  and,  from  aome  ominou*  indications,  awaila 
the  tame  reception  from  aimiUr  quarter*  here-  And 
yet  Ihi*  waa  one  of  the  leading  principleaof  Ihe  Jackaon 
p*rty  of  1B36!  l\iA%t  White  supported  tbe  measure 
then,  and  ha*  yielded  il  a  consialenl  support  during  Iha 

An  amendment  of  Ihe  conalitutioi),  conferring  Ihe 
election  of  Chief  Hagiatrate,  in  (he  fir*t  and  aecond  in- 
atance,  directly  on  the  people,  and  limiting  hi*  eligibil- 
ity to  one  term,  was  another  principal  measure  witblba 
Jackaon  party  of  tbit  day.  Since  hia  acctasion  to  tb« 
chief  magialracv,  Gen.  Jack  Kin  baa  repeatedly  and  ear- 
nestly commended  it  to  tha  favorable  conaiderilion  and 
initiative  action  of  Congrea*.  Judge  White  and  hk 
frienda  have  been  willing  *nd  anxioua  to  meet  tbe  rec- 
ommendation in  the  ipirit  in  which  il  waa  made.  And 
yet  poilponement  and  evasion  are  the  fate  which  it  baa 
received  from  the  handa  of  the  parly,  on  hollow  pre- 
tencca  and  by  pitiful  subterfuge*! 

Specific  appropriations,  economy  in  diibur*ements, 
accountability  of  public  agenta,  tbe  retrogreaaion  oftho 
Government  lo  the  halcyon  day*  of  Jeffenonian  aimpliet- 
ly  and  republicaniam,  were  likewiae  held  out  to  tb« 
hope*  of  ine  people,  by  the  oppoiition  to  Mr.  Adamt'a 
adminiitration.  And  yet  appropriation*  have  been  iup- 
porled  by  Ihe  party  without  ipecific  deaignation  ofon- 
jectst  the  beada  of  Department*  have  been  climoroualy 
invoked  to  inform  this  Bouae  how  much  of  (he  publi« 
treasure  could  be  expended  in  the  variou*  branche*  af 
the  public  aervicr;  and  agent*  charged  by  a  member  In 
bii  place  with  probable  peculation  and  mismanagement 
of  the  public  fuoda,  have  been  ahietded  by  Ihe  mantle 
of  the  party,  and  all  invattigalion  refuted!    Betrcnch- 
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ment  and  reform  vere  likewiie  objectt  intcribed  b;  the 
Jickion  pBr<7  on  the  lilt  oF  le£n*l>IiTe  xnd  executive 
duiicB.  For  the  idviTieement  orthoie  purpoKi,  icotd- 
mittee  WH  congtiiuted  in  (he  Houie  of  Repreten(*ii*ei 
during  the  Kuion  of  1826.  The  more  especial  object 
WM  to  ferret  out  abuge*  and  corruptloni  in  the  idmin- 
nlrative  deptrtmentsof  the  Government,  to  lop  off  re- 
dundant expeniei,  to  diicharge  lu per numenry  clerks, 
&c.  Shortly  after  commeneemeni,  however,  their  in- 
veiti^tioni  were  ditcontinued,  on  the  aofcfceitinn  of* 
diiiinguiihed  (fcntleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Randolph,) 
Wtioaiated  Ihal  (he  then  President  and  his  cabinet,  being 
Oppoied  to  reform,  could  throw  luch  obitaclea  in  (he 
waf  of  the  commillee  ai  would  render  their  labon  in- 
efTective  and  nugatory.  It  wai  Ihua  that  the  cteani- 
tng  of  the  Augean  atable  wat  deferred  lo  a  more  aui- 
(>icioui  period,  when  ail  (he  political  elements,  legiiia- 
(ire  and  eireulire,  would  hannonioualy  blend  and  unite 
in  the  great  work  of  departmental  rrgeneradon. 

The  main  arj(ument  which  has  been  urged  in  favor  of 
limiting  the  service  of  (he  President  to  one  term  Is,  that 
hia  measures  might  be  shapei),  and  hli  appoinlmenta  to 
office  bralowed,  rather  with  tlie  view  of  securing  his 
re'Clection  than  fbr  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  pros- 
perity of  his  country.  But  if  these  powerful  engines 
should  be  vielded  to  eSret  the  elevation  to  power  of  m 
favorite  candidate,  does  not  this  bbjection  operate  with 
equal,  if  not  greater,  force.'  Is  not  the  principle  involved 
estentiaily  the  lame^  la  the  love  of  office,  held  out  (o 
•n  anxious  expectant,  the  leas  templing,  that  adhetiion, 
not  to  (he  Preiident  himself,  but  to  the  Ppeiident's  fa- 
vorite, ia  the  means  of  obtaining  lt>  Sir,  if  it  be  known 
■nd  avowed  that  the  Preaidetit  for  the  time  being  has  a 
decided  preference  between  rival  candidates  ^r  the 
succession,  will  not  the  knowledge  of  (ha(  circumstanee, 
without  any  explicit  intimation  or  requireiDen(  on  hia 
part,  operate  at  a  powerful  inducement,  not  with  officr- 
•eekers  merely,  but  with  office-holders  apprehensive 
for  their  place*,  to  make  hia  meaaiires  ind  preferences 
their  measures  and  preferences^  Would  it  not  readily 
be  inferred  that  the  surest  mode  of  securing  or  obtaining 
office  would  be  (o  shout  hogannag  to  the  rising  sun^  Is 
it  unreasonable  to  presume  (hat  (be  heir  apparent,  as 
the  period  of  hia  probable  acceaiion  approached,  would, 
in  effect,  have  st  hia  disposal  the  entire  patrontge  ol 
the  Executive?  And  having  (he  powtr  without  the  re- 
sponsibility of  nomination  to  office,  might  he  not  exer- 
cise it  with  less  restraint,  and  under  a  less  solemn  srnie 
of  obligation  to  the  public,  than  if  he  were  the  oftenuble 
as  well  aa  the  real  dispenser  of  sppointTnenla?  In  mskinr 
these  lUggeslions,  sir,  in  relation  (o  this  as  well  aa  all 
other  questions  connected  with  the  nature  and  proper 
extent  of  executive  power,  I  with  it  to  be  distinctly  un- 
derttood  that  I  am  considering  them  in  the  abatraet,  aa 
questions  of  all  time,  and  without  reference  lo  any  state 
of  things  which  may  be  supposed  by  others  Id  exist  now, 
or  to  have  exlated  heretofore,  in  the  hiMtory  of  the  coun- 
try. Intending  myself  no  invidious  alluiiona,  ditclaiming 
the  implication  that  the  preaent  Pretident  ol  the  United 
States  would  prostitute  the  power  and  patronage  of  his 
hifh  station  to  purposes  which  he  deemed  unworthy  or 
improper,  I  hope  that  none  others  will  impute  to  me 
■uch  an  intention.  I  have  too  great  a  respect  and  regard 
for  that  eminent  citizen,  founded  as  well  upon  personal 
grounds  as  upon  the  very  high  estimate  which  I  put 
upon  his  character  and  public  services,  to  entertain  such 
■  purpose.  I  apeak,  however,  in  the  spirit  of  a  freeman, 
and  of  the  representative  of  freemen,  to  whom  the  right 
of  thought  and  of  eipreision  it  guarantied  by  the  intti> 
tutlons  of  my  country. 

It  appears,  then,  sir,  that  Judge  While  and  his  friends 
bave  not  only  here(ofore  supported  all  the  leading  mess- 
Mres  of  the  present  admioUtntion,  bu(  they  ttill  adhere 


to  the  principles  which  brought  Ceneral  JsckMR  int» 
power — which  farmed  the  original  bund  of  umon  of  the 
Jaekton  party.  And  yet  they  are  denounced  a*  enemiea 
of  the  present  administration,  and  ingrates  to  its  hew), 
at  recreants  to  their  principles,  and  aposlalea  from 
thelrparty!  And  why  are  they  so  denounced!  Brcatue 
they  do  not  respond  lo  the  nomination  of  the  Baltimore 
convention!  And  by  whom  sre  they  so  denwinced'  By 
the  leaders  and  organs  of  that  parly  which  advocated 
the  system  of  caucus  nominationa,  which  was  the  moat 
virulent  in  iti  opposition  to  Andrew  Jackton,  and  whkh 
assailed  him  in  hia  dearest  and  most  private  relation^ 
but  which,  coming  in  to  hia  support  st  Ihe  eleventh  hour, 
when  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  were  onr,  when 
fruition  wat  about  lo  follow  on  the  footsteps  of  exertion, 
have,  nevertheless,  received  a  more  than  acriptuiml  re. 
ward  for  their  tardy  and  intereated  services.  The  bwb- 
hers  of  this  psrty  can  oppose  the  bill  for  the  limitation 
of  executive  patronage,  can  ditregurd  the  repeated  and 
earnest  recommendations  of  the  President  in  favor  ef 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  conttilution,  deemed 
by  him  of  such  vital  importance,  in  relation  to  die  elec- 
tion of  Prr sident  and  Vice  President,  and  paia  unques- 
tioned still  in  point  ol  political  orthodoxy.  Adhenan 
to  (he  nominee  of  a  convention  it  an  ample  atonemeDt 
for  the  widest  sberrailnni  from  principlrl 

I  have  thus  attempted  to  ahow,  and,  1  think,  aatis&c- 
torily  ihown,  (hat  Ihe  eharge  preferred  against  (be 
friend-i  of  Judge  White,  ofapoaUcy  from  their  party,  of 
dereliction  from  their  principles,  it  utterly  unfounded 
in  fact.  Sir,  if  there  be  division  in  the  ranka  of  the  a>l. 
ministration,  Ihe  line  of  separatioti  was  not  dnwn  by 
them.  In  maintaining  their  present  aliitude  before  the 
nation,  no  color  of  pretence  it  Riven  to  the  imputation 
that  they  have  been  induced  lo  do  so  by  the  allurements 
of  patronage  and  poner.  If  their  banner,  like  freedom's 
in  many  an  age  and  clime,  now  streama  against  the 
breeie  that  blows  from  high  quarters,  ita  motto  is  iden- 
tlcsl  with  that  which,  in  past  limes,  was  blazoned  on  its 
folds,  when,  Thitrc  dace,  it  led  on  to  ctmteal  and  victory 
in  ihe  tame  glorious  cause.  If  a  separation  have  taken 
place,  the  circumslanees  by  which  it  was  brought  about 
show  (bat  It  wat  not  of  their  seeking,  and  fumisb  every 
evidence  of  aineerity  and  devotion  to  principle.  The 
past  history  of  the  country  affords  other  inaUncet  of 
srparntlon  from  parly,  andof  giving  in  adhes'ioB  to  party, 
which,  as  far  aa  preferment  ia  concerned,  might  tiavo 
been  better  timeil;  and  Ihe  fulure  historian  of  pending 
event)  may,  perhaps,  find  examples  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  which,  possibly,  msy  lead  to  sidiilar  results. 

Sir,  in  assuming  her  preaent  potltion,  Tennewee  h>t 
not  proved  herself,  ss  has  been  alleged,  ungnteful  to 
Andrew  Jackson,  or  inimical  to  his  ad  mini  at  rat  ion.  Her 
fame  is  psrt  and  parcel  of  liis|  hia  fame  part  and  paietl 
of  her  own.  if  he  evinced  all  Ihe  qualities  which  ci>n- 
tlitute  Ihe  able  and  gallant  captain,  the  troops  whom 
she  cnnfldrd  to  his  command  diaplayed,  on  all  occaaknit; 
however  campiicatrd  with  peril,  a  valor  and  alacrity 
which  seconded  and  aecoinplished  the  boldest  con- 
ceptions of  his  genius.  Together  Ihe^  fought,  and 
together  they  reaptd  a  rich  harvest  of^  glory  and  re- 
nown. Hia  reward,  in  part,  bat  been  the  highett  olBce 
known  to  the  inalitutions  of  the  countryi  hera,  the 
proud  and  gratifying  conaciousness  that  her  efforts,  un- 
relaxed  by  obstacleii  her  confidence,  unimpaired  by  caU 
itmnyi  her  devotion,  unabated  by  disaster,  eiaentially 
contributed  to  ita  attainment.  Yes,  ilr,  Tennessee  baa 
proved  herself,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstance^ 
ready,  and  willing,  and  anxious,  to  do  honor  to  ber  ft- 
vorite  soldier  and  staleamsn.  Tbeae  diapoutiona  were 
■specially  manifested  by  her  at  a  time  when  others,  wbo 
now  sit  in  h'^h  placet,  and  look  down  with  affected  acoen 
■nd  contempt  upon  herpresent  position,  were  strenuiHii 
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in  their  effort*  "  lo  bbut  hit  pfoipectt  e*en  in  the  bad, 
mnd  all  the  fiiir  eflecti  of  Tutura  hopet."  She  will  con- 
tinue to  nMnir«t  theie  diipotilion*  on  all  proper  oco- 
■loni,  and  in  all  nuitleri  which  iHect  him  penoiwlly • 

Before  1  lit  down,  Mr.  Chkirnun,  allow  me  lo  notice 
■ome  obiervstion*  which  fell,  the  other  da]',  f^om  the 
gentleman  from  Georpi,  [Mr.  Tow>i.]  Thit  nnlleown 
preferred  the  char^  of  inconnitencj  againitt  I  ne  frieodi 
of  Judge  White,  in  (hat,  notwithstanding  their  outcrj 
■gainat  caucuaet,  they  are  *upportinf[  the  nominee  ot  a 
caucua  which,  be  alleged,  waa  held  tail  winter  twelve- 
month, coropoaed  ofa  portion  of  the  Tenneaiee  delega- 
tion. That  charge  hai  been  amply  met  and  refuted  by 
my  colleague,  [Ur.  BaLL.]  1  ahall  notice  it  no  further 
than  by  nying  (hat  no  cauoui  waa,  in  fact,  held.  That 
public  opinion  having  t>ecDnie  directed  towarda  Judge 
White  aa  a  fit  tueceMor  of  General  Jaokaon,  the  Tennea- 
•ee  delegation  were  frequently  interrogated  by  viaitera 
bere,  from  different  quartera  of  (he  Union,  aa  to  the 
probable  diapoaitions  of  the  Judge  in  that  regard.  That 
•  meetinff  of  coraultation  on  the  lubject  waa  held  by  a 
poniun  uf  the  delegation.  That,  af(erwarda,  an  individ- 
ual member,  of  hia  own  motion,  drew  up  a  letter  of  in- 
quiry (o  the  Judge,  ((ating  the  difficully,  and  requeiling 
to  be  infurmed  of  hia  viewi,  which  lelter  waa  aeparately 
presented  by  him  to  the  other  membrra,  hia  colleaguea, 
who  affixed  their  aignaturea  to  it|  and  that  thia  let(er, 
with  Judge  White'a  reply  to  it,  wai  publiibed,  merely 
u  an  anawer,  once  for  all,  and  in  an  authentic  ihape,  to 
(he  inquiriea  which  had  been  made.  This  proceeding 
bad  neither  the  forma,  nnr  waa  there  ciliated  for  it  the 
arrogant  and  aulboritatite  aancliont  of  a  nomination. 
No,  liri  Judge  White  teatt  hia  elaima  upon  far  other 
groundat  he  a(anda  Mlf-auitMned,  on  (he  baaia  of  hia  own 
meri(a,  leaning  for  auppurt  on  no  other  arm  but  the 
great  arm  of  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Hr.  Towns]  haa  like- 
wiae  brought  •  chaise  of  inconiiatency,  with  two  ipeci- 
fipationa,  againit  Judge  White.  In  proof  of  the  firat 
specification,  wbich,  I  must  say,  waa  very  vaguely  act 
forth,  he  caused  to  be  read  a  letter  from  (he  Judge  to 
Hr.  John  Roia,  in  1933,  on  (he  iubjec(  of  the  relative 
lighta  and  powera  of  the  Federal  Government  and  of  the 
Cherokee  Indiana  within  (be  territorial  limila  of  the 
Chcrokea  nation.  The  occaaion  of  the  letter  waa  thiai 
a  tax  had  been  impoacd  by  the  Indian  authorities  upon 
A  merchant  licensed,  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
SUtca,  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  He  bad  restated  the 
payment  of  the  tax  on  the  ground  that  he  waa  esempled, 
by  hii  licenie,  from  all  impoailions  of  the  kind.  Judge 
Wt)ite  was  applied  to  as  a  lawyer  for  hia  prafeiunnil 
opinion  on  (he  subject.  Hia  reply  was,  in  subilance, 
that  the  Cberokrei^  as  far  u  the  United  Stales  was  con- 
cerned, retained  every  attribute  of  aoiereignly  which 
ahe  had  not  expressly  lurrendered  to  the  United  Sixes 
by  (realyi  and  thai  the  power  of  internal  taxation,  not 
having  been  thus  lurrendered,  rightfully  belonged  to 
Ihe  authoritiee  of  the  Cherokee  nation.  Thit  opinion  ii 
■n  accordance  with  (he  unifurm  and  unbroken  teriea  of 
decisions  in  the  district  courta  of  the  United  S(atea  for 
the  State  of  Tenneaaee,  (nade  aa  well  aince  ai  before 
the  dale  of  the  lelter  in  question. 

It  is  to  he  regretted  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
was  not  mora  expliciti  that  he  did  not  point  ou(  in  what 
manner  Judge  white  waa  inconaialcnt  in  holding  this 
opinion.  We  are  lef\  to  infer,  however,  that  It  waa  ir- 
feconeilable  with  some  other  opinion  expreased  by  him, 
In  relation  to  the  aame  or  some  analogoua  subject.  If 
thia  be  bis  object,  I  defy  him  to  make  good  the  impul*. 
Uon.  .  He  certainly  coald  not  hare  intended — i  will  not 
impute  to  him  tuch  divngenuousneas  as  the  supposition 
would  imply— to  produce,  far  political  effect,  upon  the 
public   mind  of  GaorglB,   the  imprcMion   that  Judge 


White  had  ever  expreased  opiniona  adrerse  to  the  right 
of  that  Slate  to  the  aovereignty  and  jurisdiction  of  Ihe 
territory  inhabited  by  the  Indians  within  her  limits.  I 
say,  sir,  that  he  could  not  have  to  intended;  bccauae, 
aimulianeously  with  the  letter  in  question,  there  appeared 
a  report,  made  by  Judge  While  to  the  Senate,  as  chair- 
man of  Ihe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in  which  the  ' 
arguments  in  ftvor  of  the  contrary  doctrine  are  clearly 
and  cogently  set  forth.  After  staling  the  siibltanee  of 
the  several  Irealiea  between  the  United  Stateaandtbe 
Cherokeca,  the  report  goea  on  to  aay — 

"In  virtue  of  tlieae  treatiea,  the  Cbcrokees  contend 
thai  they  have  a  valid  and  complete  title  to  the  lands  of 
which  they  are  in  possession;  and  that  Ihty  have  a  right 
to  eatibliih  such  a  Government  aa,  in  (heir  opinion,  U 
best  suited  la  their  conditioni  and  that  such  Gavem- 
ment  is  independent  of  any  of  the  Stales  within  the 
limits  of  which  any  portion  of  their  territory  may  happen 
to  be,  and  that  Ihe  United  Stales  iland  solemnly  p1ed|ed 
to  protect  them  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  it  againat 
all  the  world. 

"On  Ihe  other  aide,  the  Slates  may  admit  that,  if  the 
political  condition  of  the  Cherokeea  was  to  be  coniider- 
ed  as  it  related  to  the  rights  and  powera  of  the  United 
Slates  only,  then,  it  ia  true,  they  are,  and  ought  to  be, 
a  community,  lovereign  in  all  respecti,  those  only  ex- 
cepted in  which  they  lud,  by  the  treatiea,  exprewly 
surrendered  their  independence)  and  still  contend  that 
Georgia  waa  a  sovereign  and  independent  Slate  from  the 
4th  of  July,  1776,  a  period  anterior  to  the  union  of  the 
Slates,  under  cither  the  articles  of  confederation,  or  of 
the  preaent  conatitution.  That,  ai  a  aovereign  State, 
she  bad  a  right  to  govern  every  human  being  within  her 
limit!,  according  lo  her  own  will,  and  to  diapoae  of  all 
the  vacant  lands,  when,  to  wbom,  and  for  What  COnsid- 
et«tIon  ahe  plraied.  I'hat  the  ia  still  in  poaaetaion  of  all 
thoae  rishia  and  powen,  excepting  only  such  as  ahe  haa 
exprcsily  aurrendered.  That  she  never  has  surrendered 
to  the  United  Slates,  either  by  a  treaty  or  by  any  oiber 
meana,  the  power  to  diapoae  of  her  vacant  territory,  or 
lo  authorise  the  eatablishment  of  a  Government  within 
her  limits  without  her  consent." 

In  further  support  of  the  aame  viewa,  thia  lucid  and 
able  document  states  other  and  striking  arguments, 
drawn  from  conttilutlooal  injunctions  and  proliibiliona 
not  necrsaary  or  important  lo  be  here  quoted.  But  if 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  intended  tdctiarge  that  the 
doctrinea  of  the  report  and  of  ihe  letler  are  incompati- 
ble, the  obvioua  and  conclusive  answer,  founded  in  the 
complex  nature  of  our  inatitulipns,  is  contained  in  (be 
report  itself,  vis:  that  the  Indiana  may  well,  ao  far  as  the 
Federal  Government  la  concerned,  retain  all  auch  por- 
tions of  their  aovereignty  as  have  not  been  yielded  tty 
(rea(y,  and  still  be  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  uf  Georgis, 
whenever  ahe  thought  proper  to  exercise  it.  It  msj  he 
proper  to  observe,  likewise,  that,  in  1833,  when  thia 
letter  wag  written,  and  fiir  aevcral  yeara  afierwarda,  the 
question  of  the  relative  powera  of  the  Slatea,  and  of  the 
Indiana  within  their  limits,  had  not  been  even  mooted. 

Before  diimlaiing  thia  subject,  I  cannot  but  cxpreaa 
my  surprise  that  an  arrow,  winnd  with  a  chaise  anintt 
the  political  reputation  of  Judre  While,  especiall;  in 
relation  to  hia  opinions  on  this  tuoject,  sliould  bare  come 
from  the  quiver  ofa  Representative  from  Georgia— a  State 
which,  if  her  internal  quiet  hat  been  maintained)  if  her 
relations,  not  only  towards  the  Iiidisns,  but  towards  Ihe 
Federal  Qovemment,  complicated  as  they  were  with 
such  circumatancea  of  delicacy  and  difficulty,  have  been 
either  latisfactorily  adjusted,  or,  are  in  Ihe  train  of  aalia- 
faclory  adjustment,  lor  these  au^p'eioua  results,  present 
and  proepeciive,  her  indebtedness  to  hia  is  greater, 
perhaps,  than  to  any  other  human  agency.  Sir,  it  is 
hut  echoing  the  voice  of  bUtorj'  to  My  that,  during  tba 
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pendency  at  thii  qiiedion  in  ih'e  Senate,  whether  ■cting' 
In  ill  lejc'iUtive  or  executi*e  cipiclty,  he  wii  the  Pil> 
inunii  by  wham  the  vchfI  of  Mate  wu  riircctBd  in  ikfety 
through  all  the  dinRcra  and  difficultiet  th«t  iroie. 

The  lecond  tpeciflcatlon  embraoeil  in  thil  charge  of 
Ineonriatency  ii  alleged  by  ih«  cenilenun  from  Georgia 
to  be  aiuiained  bj-  the  fact  that  judge  While'*  opinion 
m»»  adTcrae  to  (he  policy  of  placing  General  Jackion  in 
the  Senate  pending  hi*  first  canvvn  for  ihe  preiidencyi 
and,  if  it  was  bad  policy  for  General  Jackion  to  g»  into 
the  Senate  in  1SS3,  why,  triumphantly  aiki  the  gentle- 
man, did  he  acquiesce  in  hi*  own  re-election  to  that 
body  in  lS3Jr  The  answer  is  lo  be  found  in  Ihe  difTer- 
enl  *iiiiBtioni  of  the  two  men  at  the  difTerent  epoch*  in 
question.  At  the  times,  rcipectiTcly,  in  which  they 
were  brooght  forward.  General  Jacksjn  was  a  private 
eitiient  Judge  White  *  public  ■rrvsnt.  General  Jaek- 
■on  was  selected  vilh  reference  as  well  to  his  unofficial 
position  Bi  to  hi*  qualificatibn*  and  public  aervicei,  to 
wage  a  war  of  principle  sgalnit  combtnationi  among  ihe 
blgh  and  usurping  dignitariea  of  tiie  land.  He  could, 
therefore,  have  remsmed  in  private  life,  without  ren- 
dering himself  ohnnxious  to  the  imputation  of  shrink- 
ing from  re*poosibility.  Under  ihese  circumstances. 
Judge  White  thought  Ihe  policy  dnubtrul  of  altering 
his  position,  "of  changing  his  front  in  presence  of  the 
enemy."  But  Judge  White'*  nomination  to  the  presi- 
dency, though  made  to  effect  similar  purpoie*,  found 
him  in  *  different  siluatinn.  He  was,  and  had  been  for 
years,  a  member  of  the  Senate)  and,  if  he  had  declined 
•  re-eleciion,  he  would  have  been  liable  to  the  double 
charge  of  deserting  his  poit  ID  sroid  commiilal  on 
delicate  questions  of  national  policy,  and  of  being  gov- 
emed  by  an  apprehension  that  Tennessee  had  with- 
drawn from  hin  her  confidence. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Chairmsn,  gone  through  with  the 
remarks  which  il  was  my  intention  to  aubmil  to  the 
oommitlee.  I  am  coascinui  that  Ihey  derive  no  weight 
from  cKiraneoo*  circumitinces,  but  must  of  necessity 
depend,  for  what  currency  they  may  receive,  upon 
their  intrinsic  qualities.  Hy  voice,  I  am  well  aware,  i* 
only  potential,  as  it  may  be  the  echo  of  truth'*.  And 
well  il  were  for  the  purity  and  perpetuity  of  our  initi- 
Ittiion*,  if   all    political    propoutioni,    from    whatever 

Siarter  emanating,  reeled  on  Ihe  same  basis.  Oh  for 
e  day  to  come  when  men  shall  be  held  u  eom- 
rtlvely  nothing,  and  princi|ile*  every  Ihingl  Oh 
the  day  lo  come  when  opmion  shall  take  its  hue 
and  receive  its  impress,  not  ao  much  from  the  source 
Cram  which  it  eomei,  as  from  it*  naked,  abitract  beauiy, 
or  deformity,  separated  from  every  extraneous  attribute 
of  party,  and  divested  of  tlie  drapery  which  place  and 
reputation  may  throw  around  it!  Oh  for  Ihe  day  to 
aome  when  tlve  people  of  this  country  ihall  have  at- 
tained to  Mich  a  degree  of  virtue  and  enlightenment 
as  lo  be  alike  capable  and  dedrou*  of  viewing  Ihe 
measures  of  their  public  men  in  tbe  lifcht  alone  of 
reaion  arvd  of  truth!  When  faction  ahall  attempt  in 
vtin  to  d>>coior,  and  envy  and  malignily  to  distort  and 
miarepresenti  when  faliehaods,  known  (□  be  such, 
shall  cease  to  be  propagaled  for  political  eRecti  when 
damsgogue*  slisU  no  lon^r  arrajr  themaelvea  in  Ihe 
robea  of  patriotiem,  nor  artstocral*  in  heart  mouth  forth 
IIm  word*  «r  equality  and  populi^  rutel  Oh  for  such 
day*  to  come! 

When  Mr.  Madbt  had  concluded, 

Mr,  FORESTER  took  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
eomnailtee  rlie. 

Mr.  CAMBBELENG  hoped  they  would  not  rise  io 
early,  sinee  thry  had  but  two  public  days  in  Ihe  present 
week,  and  this  bill  had  already  been  delayed  mtieh 
longer  than  had  been  anticipated. 

The  eoininlltee  then  rose  ud  reporied, 


Mr.CAHBRELBSOsaidtherewasnomeroberof  th« 
I{ou*e  whom  he  would  eooner  accommodate  than  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  for  whom  be  had  the  kindest 
feelings)  but  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  aesaion,  after  this 
bill  had  already  been  under  connderation  for  a  week, 
and  as  several  gentlemen  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
addrc**ing  the  Chair,  he  felt  it  hi*  duty  to  move  to  go 
again  into  Committee  of  Ihe  Whole  thereon. 

Mr.  ADAMS  remarked  that  the  gentleman  would 
probably  be  Unable  to  effect  hi*  object,  eince  there  wa* 
evidently  not  ■  quorum  In  the  House,  and  they  would 
have  to  adjourn  ex  rteeetilafe  rd. 

Mr.  WrLLIAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  tfaa 
Rouae  >djourni  and 

Mr.  G1LLET  asked  for  the  yeasandnayai  whcteupoa 
Mr.  WILLIAMS  withdrew  the  motion. 

On  taking  the  question  to  go  Into  committee,  otily  49 
rose  in  the  affirmative)  and  ihere  being  evtdenlly  no 
quorum  preaent, 

Mr.  HIB8TES  moved  a  call  of  the  Houiei  }att,  46 
to  49. 

Mr.  ASH  then  moved  an  adjoiimnenli  and 

Mr.  CAHBSELENO  isked  for  the  yea*  and  nay*) 
which  were  ordered,  and  the  Houie  refused  toadjoom: 
Tea*  35,  nays  S5 — no  quorum  being  present. 

Mr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  then  moved  a  call  of  Hm 
House)  which  was  orderedi  Yeas  53,  nay*  47. 

After  proceeding  with  tbe  call  ofa  few  names, 

Hr.WILLIAMS,  ofNorth  Carolint,  said  he  felt  aaaured 
the  call  would  be  useless  at  that  time  of  day,  between 
three  and  four  o'clock,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  il* 
further  proceedinga  be  diipen*ed  wiiht  which  wai 
■greed  toi  Yeas  53,  nays  48. 

Mr.  WISE  then  moved  that  the  House  adjoumi  and 

Mr.  GILLET  asked  for  the  yea*  and  niys)  which  were 
ordered,  and  were  Yea*  39,  nays  70.  So  the  House 
refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  moved  that  the  House  again  go 
into  CommUtee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  tbe  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  suipend  his  motion,  to  permit  him  to 
present  a  resolution  that  the  House  will,  until  otherwise 
ordered,  lake  a  reeesi,  after  this  day,  during  the  preaent 
■eision,  from  three  la  half  put  four  o'cbwk,  P.  H. 

Hr.  CAMBBELENG  dmenting,  and  aeveral  voicca 
objecting, 

Ur.  WHITTLESEY  gave  notice  that  he  should  again 

k  leave  to-morr' ■ —    — '    "■  -*-'— »-J  •"    *■- 

Duld  then  move 
offer  the  resalutian 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  better  protec- 
tion of  Ihe  Western  frontier)  which  was  read  a  third  tine 
and  passed. 

Hr.  RAWE8  remarked  Ihal,  as  they  did  not  seem 
much  inclined  to  enter  aerioualy  into  any  other  biuiness, 
he  thought  i  hat  about  a*  good  ft  lime  a*  any  lo  take  up 
Ihe  joint  reaolulion  from  the  Senate,  fixing  the  day  of 
adjournment. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  adjouni)  whloh  wa* 
agreed  to:  Yeas  75,  nsysSS)  and  ao 

The  House  adjourned. 


WinatiBai,  Ma(  IS. 
REPORT  UPON  ABOLITION. 
Mr.  PINCKNET,  on  leave,  presented  a  report  from 
the  seleot  committee  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Upon  making  thi*  report,  Mr.  P.  remarked 
that  it  had  received  Ihe  unsivmous  aaaent  of  the  oom- 
mitlee, and  he  Irusled  it  would  meet  the  uosnimou*  ap- 
probation of  Ihe  Houae.  By  their  instructian  oflbe  oooi- 
mitlee,  be  moved  that  it  be  read  and  printed.  , 
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Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  (he  report  ba  Wd  oa  tb* 
ttble,  villioul  reading',  ind  printed. 

Mr.  CLAUIORNK,  of  H|vi«uppi,  »ked  Tor  the  read* 
\tig  of  the  reporii  which  t>u  accardinglj  done. 

The  reading  occupied  about  an  bour  and  a  lulf.  Ttia 
report  concluded  with  the  fullowing  reaolutionii 

Baohtdt  That  Congreai  potietaci  no  conitltutkina] 

Mtlioriiy  to  interfere  in  any  «iy  with  the  inititution  of 

■brery  in  any  of  the  Stitet  of  ihii  confederacy. 

Jlaclptd,  That  Congrcii  ou|(hl  not  lo  inlerfe 

vay  with  ilivery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

And  wbereaiit  ii  ellremely  important  and  dcNrabie 
that  the  agitation  of  ihia  subject  ahoutd  be  finally  arreit- 
«d,  forthe  purpMcof  rettorin;  (ranquilliiy  to  the  public 
nind,  your  committee  reapcctfiilly  recommend  the  >dop> 
lion  of  the  following  additional  rcaolution,  *iii 

Sfalvtd,  That  all  petition*,  memoriala,  rcaolution^ 
propoaitioni,  or  papera,  relalinjc  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
eziriit  whataoever,  lo  the  aubject  or  alarery,  or  the 
abolition  of  a1a*ery,  ahall,  wlihuut  being  either  printed 
or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further 
action  whatever  shall  be  had  theraon. 

Hr.  PINCKNBY  was  instructed  to  nwve  that  3,000 
extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Ur.  HARDIN,  believing  Iron  the  Srai  that  he  had 
been  placed  on  the  aelect  committee  merely  to  make 
up  the  notable  number  of  nine,  had  therefore  declined 
to  attend  or  take  any  part  in  ita  proceedinga.  He  eon- 
aidered  thia  csplsnaiion  necessary,  Insarauch**  the  re> 
port  purported  to  have  been  agreed  to  unanimously. 

There  wai  one  part  of  the  report  from  which  he  en> 
tirely  diaaented.  From  the  reading  of  ihe  report,  he 
nndcratood  it  to  act  forth  that  Ibe  abolitionists  were  few, 
■ad  their  effort!  iniignificant.  In  thiahe  did  not  conctiri 
•nd  he  moat  enter  hia  protest  sgainst  it.  He  believed 
there  were  large  uumbcr*  of  abulilionisis,  and  that  this 
repnrt  was  gotten  up  for  the  very  purpose  of  supprese. 
togihiefiei. 

Dr.  PINCKNET  aaid  the  gfntleoMn  from  Kentucky 
vt*  wholly  mistaken.  There  was  no  such  expression  in 
the  report  aa  the  one  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman.  The  I 
ctpreaeion  was,  and  it  was  founded  on  the  signatures  lo 
(he  petition*  themselves,  that  the  number  of  the  abo. 
litimiBia  had  been  exaggerated.  The  whole  number  of 
ebolition  pttilioners  soarcely  exceeded  thirty  thousand, 
one  balfof  whom  were  female^  and  it  was  confidently 
believed  that  a  conNderable  number  of  the  remainder 
were  children. 

Mr.  WISE  aa'id  that  th<*  report  had  at  length  comei 
be  never  expected  it  would  have  eomei  and  it  waa 
preciaciy  such  a  document  as  he  snlieipaledt  and  his 
protest,  for  one,  went  mueh  further  tlian  that  of  the 
irentleroin  from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  HA>nia.]  Ha  aaw 
every  thing  in  it  to  arouse  the  fcelii^  against  it  even 
more  than  agunst  the  abolition  memoriala  themaelves. 
If  Southern  men  adopted  ihi*  report  toauatain  their  prin> 
ciplea,  they  would  be  much  mistaken.  There  waa  not 
one  ground  in  the  whole  report,  long  at  it  was,  for 
Southern  men  to  rest  a  foot  upon.  But  he  had  been 
most  disappointed  in  this  report,  because  iit  author  had 
not  kept  hi*  faith  with  Ur.  W.  There  hsd  been  an  ex- 
prcsa  pledge  given  to  him,  that  the  ground  woulJ  be 
taken  in  the  report,  that  Congress  had  nnt  Ihe  power  lo 
abolish  alavery  In  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  repeat- 
ed that  thi*  pledge  hsd  been  distinctly  made  to  him, 
that  no  report  ahould  be  made,  unless  tint  ground  should 
be  takeni  and  ha  saw  no  such  ground  lahen  in  the  re- 
pnrt. The  whale  amount  of  what  was  contained  in  the 
report  was,  that  it  was  not  expedient  now  to  abalith  ala- 
very  in  ihe  District.  Mr.  W.  aaid  there  were  petitioiu 
and  resolution*  laid  before  the  comroiltee,  of  •hich  no 
notice  had  been  takeni  and  the  oommittee  had  only 
•aaouiiQcd)  in  rclatkM  lo  Ibe  Blatei^  what  every  oaa 


knew,  that  these  State*  had  declared  that  Congress  had 
no  power  lo  abolish  starery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
He  did  not  consider  the  report  aa  ■  defence  of  Soutbern 
interest,  nor  aa  an  expression  of  Southern  feeling. 

Hr.  THOMPSON,  oF  South  Carolina,  would  not  allow 
one  moment  to  pass  without  hia  unmeasured  drnuncia- 
tion  of  the  report  juat  read.  He  felt  called  upon  to  do 
so,  that  it  should  not  goto  the  world  with  the  authority 
of  the  name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  hut)  of  Ihe  SUle  from  which  he  came.  He  had  K*' 
tencd  in  viln  for  one  South  Carolina  argument,  or  om 
honest  bursting  out  of  the  feeling*  of  a  South  Carolini- 
an: not  of  a  Buuth  Carolinian  from  geography  iMily,  but 
one  who  ha*  a  head  to  aee  the  dangera  I  hat  await  ua,  and 
a  heart  that  doe*  not  ihrink  from  meeting  them,  In- 
alead  of  a  cool,  Arm,  and  fixed  ptirpo**  to  aland  upon 
Ibe  rigbt*.  the  chartered  right*,  of  the  Suutb,  what  b*v« 
wcf  An  abandonment  of  those  righiai  alaJe  hoiailiea 
about  union  and  fanaticiamt  puerile  rhetoric,  andjcauil* 
ical  sophistry.  When  the  report  aquints  even  at  the  eo«^ 
atitutional  a^omenl,  it  shrink*  back  from  declaring  It 
unconititutkina^  and  mollifie*  with  the  phraae"  violation 
or  the  publie  faith,"  Why  not  apeak  outf  The  chair> 
man  of  thai  oommittee  assured  me  and  my  friend  from 
Virginia,  [Ur.  Wisi,]  and  others  who  were  known  to 
stand  on  the  third  parallel  on  thi*  queatlun,  that  be  would 
not  report  at  all  unleis  with  the  distinct  asaertion  of  the 

firinciple  that  Congress  had  no  constitutional  powerto 
rgislate  upon  sliver)  in  Ih)*  District.  And  how  ha* 
thia  pledge  been  redcemedr  Puling  declaration  of  "vio- 
lation of  public  faith,"  Mr.  T.  desired  to  heat  lew  of  the 
public  Eiith  from  one  ao  regardless  of  private  faith- 
Mr.  T.  would  not.  if  he  could  ftirly  avoid  it,  send  lh« 
report  to  the  printer)  he  would  rather  commit  it  to  tb« 
flames  or  to  the  hangman. 

Mr,  OWENS  said  the  document  must  speak  brileeir. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  In  have  Ihe  doeii* 
ment  printed,  so  thit  it  might  be  fairly  understood,  and 
might  be  a  subject  of  deliberation  herealleri  but  nu  on* 
had  anlicipaled  a  debate  on  it  at  thia  alage.  He  had 
•uppoied  every  gentteman  would  have  concurred  in  • 
motion  to  prim,  so  that  (hey  woMid  have  an  opportunity 
to  deliberate  upon  it,  and  make  up  an  opinion.  It  was  a 
document  of  great  length,  and  it  was  impossible  for  gen> 
tiemen  to  make  up  an  opinion  open  it  unless  they  were 
predisposed  to  oppose  it.  He  had  hoped  that  gentle- 
men would  hive  permitted  it  to  lake  the  uaual  course, 
and  then  they  would  have  an  opportunity  (o  make  up 
an  opinion  upon  i(.  Mr.  O,  concluded  by  moving  to 
prmt  (hirly  (liouaand  extra  copie*  of  the  report. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  remtrkcd  that  he  would  not  have 
aaid  a  word  on  ihii  motion,  but  for  the  fact  that  he  hid 
often  expressed  his  willingnesa  to  print  the  memorial* 
(or  some  of  them)  on  this  subjecti  that  he  had  yielded 
hii  opinion,  and  npanly  and  eipresslv,  often  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  expressed  it,  that  it  would  be  bet- 
(er  to  print  the  mcmoriali,  and  even  the  abolition  pa- 
pers, or  let  them  circulate  openly,  (seeing  that  they  wer* 
circulated  covertly,}  than  to  rrfuse,  lie  had  given  up 
hi*  own  notion  to  the  better  judgment  and  eiperienoa 
ol'  others  from  the  South,  knowing  their  feelings  ind  in> 
tcrests  to  be  the  same  with  his,  and  their  Judgment* 
mure  matured,  and  better.  He  hsd  voied  against  print- 
ing,  against  hi*  own  jiidiimeiit,  in  Compliance  with  thai 
of  hia  colleagues  from  the  Soulh,  and,  as  he  believed, 
with  that  of  h'la  constituents.  He  h>d  thought  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  know  who  they  were,  many  or  ftw,  and 
what  they  wanted.  It  couM  do  no  barm.  Hr.  B.  sud 
he  was  aaked  by  a  friend,  in  an  under  but  audible  tone 
of  voice,  why  not  print  thi*  report^  Hr.  B.  said  he  hail 
voted  against  raising  Ihe  committee!  tliat  the  report 
came  from  that  commitec)  that  it  contained  mattera  that 
ha  wa*  not  willing  to  pay  for  or  vote  fori  that  the  iHim< 
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liali  and  paperi  before  alluded  to  were  rrom  known 
and  acknowledged  enemieg  (in  Ih'n  pBrliculir)  to  Ihe  in- 
tereiu  of  the  Southi  but  their  pmjeeta  he  wu  wilting 
hii  conBtituenti  should  underttand  and  know.  Thia  re- 
port contained  argumentB  and  position)  that  he  did  not 
believe  would  do  hii  conitiluent*  and  the  countrj  anjr 
Kood.  He  bad  not  heard  every  word  read,  but  he  had 
heard  enough  to  utiafji  him  iKat  the  |;eneral  aipect  of 
it  would  not  suit  him  or  hi*  conilituentat  he  did  not 
wiih  U)  pay  far  the  printing  of  it,  nor  wai  he  willing  to 
have  any  one  in  doubt  about  hia  Dbjcclion  to  the  railing 
of  Ihe  committee,  or  the  general  compleiion  of  the  re- 
port. He  iBid  h«  had  boarded,  and  still  boarded,  with 
the  honorable  chairman,  [Hr.  PurcKsii,]  and  lived,  and 
had  lived,  and  still  should  live,  he  had  no  doubt,  in  Ihe 
utmost  friendihip  and  harmony  with  Ihat  gentleman.  He 
could  not,  thereibre,  be  then  influenced  by  any  dialike  to 
the  chairman.  HeMOiplydid  notwi^ioprintiti  and  hav- 
ing ezpreased  his  opinion  hitherto,  lhat  he  wished  all 
upon  the  subject  printed,  and  was  only  reatrained  by 
the  general  opinion  of  the  Soulh,  he  wished  to  make 
this  explination;  the  more  especially,  as  he  expected, 
wid  had  little  douhl,  that  many  of  his  political  friEnds, 
and  others  from  the  South,  would  vote  For  the  printing. 
He  thought  the'rights  of  Ihe  District  and  the  South  were 
plain,  ^nd  needed  neither  report  nor  argument  to  sustain 
themi  lhat  they  were  well  underatoodi  and  all  we  want- 
ed to  know  upon  Ihe  snhject  was  to  kno*  whether  any 
body  intended  to  inierfere  with  those  rights- 
Mr.  HAWE9  was  convinced,  from  the  argumcnti  of 
pnileraen,  that  Ihla  report  ought  to  be  primed.  No 
aooner  was  this  very  long  report  read,  in  the  preparation 
of  which  Ihe  committee  had  been  engaged  weeks  upon 
weeks,  tlian  one  gentleman  from  the  South  roie  in  his 
place  and  said  he  could  not  vote  for  it,  because  it-  con- 
tained such  and  such  matters.  Another  from  the  Soulh  rose 
•nd  said  lhat  he  would  go  for  printing  ihe  document,  be- 
cause he  considered  it  as  going  to  allay  the  excitement 
kt  the  South  I  and  Ihiadifference  of  opinion  he  considered 
•a  the  strongest  reason  why  the  document  should  be 
printed.  His  constituents  would  not  permit  him  to  form 
■n  opinion  for  litem  in  this  matter)  they  would  require 
the  report  itself  to  be  submitted  to  ihemi  and  be  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  gone  rslher  far  In 
speaking  for  his  constituents. 

Hr.  WISE  said  he  could  speak  for  evtry  man  in  hii 
district,  and  say  that  they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  this 
reporli  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  be  could  speak 
for  Ihe  State.  Whilst  up,  he  would  ssy  to  the  gcntle- 
man  from  Gearfia,  who  had  aaid  that  none  would  oppose 
the  printing  except  those  predisposed  not  lo  agree  with 
k,  that  in  consequence  of  ihe  pledge  given  to  him,  he 
bad  kept  a  strict  eye  upon  Ihe  report  while  reading) 
■nd,  besides  this,  he  was  informed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  himself  lhat  there  was  no  express  declaration 
that  Congreas  had  not  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  District. 
Ur.  OWENS  aaid  that  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 

1M0  from  Virginia  ahowed  the '' — <■•--■ 

locument  pKnted,  so  that  eve 
clearly  ]nforil>ed  on  Ihe  subject. 

Mr.  HAWE3  reinarked  that  the  ^otleman  from 
Virginia  [Hr.  Wi»]  had  said  that  he  would  answer  for 
every  man  in  his  district.  He  believed  the  conatitueota 
of  that  gentlenun,  from  what  be  had  heard  of  them,  to 
be  a  higii-niinded  and  honorable  set  of  men;  but  he  would 
Myt  that  if  they  permitted  their  Repreaentatlva  to  form 
M  opinion  for  them,  they  were  a  most  aervile  set  of 
men.  Mr.  H.  aaid  hia  constituents  would  demand  to 
bave  the  ilocuineM  Isid  before  them  for  their  own  ex- 
wninalioni  and  he  felt  it  to  b«  hia  duty  lo  vote  for  the 
printing  of  the  largest  Dumber  of  copies. 

Hr.  HOWARD  nid  that  be  intended  to  rote,  not  only 


for  printing  the  document,  but  for  printing  die  largest 
number  propoaed,  and  wished  lo  state  Ihe  reason  why 
he  ahould  do  so.  However  deeply  the  States  to  the 
South  of  Virginia  (night  be  inlereited  in  the  question  of 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District,  it  must  be  conceded 
tlist  the  two  States  which  had  ceded  la  the  Federal  Gov- 
emment  a  portion  of  their  territory  aitd  population 
were  peculiarly  bound  to  watch  the  exercise  of  th» 
powers  of  Congress,  and  see  lhat  the  intention  of  the 
grant  waa  not  frustrated.  Of  these  two  States,  Mar7land, 
perhaps,  might  be  expected  lofeel  a  deeper  interest  than 
even  Virginia,  because  of  her  being  the  frontier  of  the 
slaveholding   Slates,  liable  to   be  ■(fected   most  earlf 


the  Dist 


of  Ihe  bombs  and  shells,  which  they 
throw  into  this  House,  might  be  expect- 
ed to  burst  on  Ihe  way)  and  ao  it  had  proved.  Tba 
feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  whom  be  had 
the  honor  to  represent  had  been  much  roused,  and  tbcy 
had  eipressed  them  in  resolution*  at  public  meetings, 
which  were  itpon  the  records  ofthis  House,  and  manifeated 
aa  much  sensibility  as  was  shown  by  anv  part  oF  the 
United  SUte*.  He  himself,  Hr.  H,  said,  was  a  slaves 
holder,  and  partook  largely  of  the  feeling*  Incidmt  to 
that  condition.  When  he  left  hia  home  lo  lake  hia  *rat 
in  this  House,  he  left  hia  children  surrounded  by  ^ves, 
and  therefore  onuld  not  but  be  aensilive  lo  any  move' 
ment  which  went  to  comipt  the  prlnciptei  of  lhat  spe- 
cies of  population.  But  ss  fsr  aa  he  had  been  able  to 
underatand  the  report,  from  hearing  it  read,  he  could  not 
concur  with  Ihe  genlteman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Wiai,] 
that  the  entire  question  of  constitutional  polver  was  sur- 
rendered. On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  the  right* 
of  the  people  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  District, 
were  sufficiently  defended  in  the  report,  by  the  denisl 
of  any  power  in  Congress  to  go  further  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  Ihan  the  Slates  ceding  the  territory  did,  or 
might  do.  To  ascertain  irhether  the  mere  abalract 
power  existed  in  Ihe  Federal  Bovemment,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  enter  into  a  critical  examination  of  the  act* 
ofceasion  and  the  constitution)  bat  as  long  as  the  ground 
aiBumed  in  the  report  ahould  be  adhered  lo  by  Congress^ 
viii  that  Ihe  people  in  the  District  were  entiiled  to 
equal  protection  at  the  bands  of  Congress  with  the  in< 
habitants  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  he  thought  it  uniw 
cesaary  to  inquire  into  an  abstract  point,  which  might  or 
might  not  ever  come  up  for  decision.  Although  Ihe 
consequences  flowing  from  an  opinion  furnished  no  ex- 
clusive guide  to  the  aceuracy  nf  lhat  opinion,  especially 
upon  a  pdnt  of  law,  yet  in  this  case  it  might  be  useliil  Id 
regard  Ihe  results  »hich  would  follow  from  Ihe  establiA- 
ment  of  the  doctrine  maintained  in  Ihe  report,  and  that 
contended  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Maryland  had  passed  an  act  appropriating  #300,000 
to  aend  out  of  the  United  Slates  free  blscks,  or  such 
slavea  aa  might  he  voluntarily  emancipated.  The  man- 
agera  of  this  liind  were  aided  by  a  society,  of  which  be 
(Hr.  H.)  had  the  honor  lo  be  the  presiding  officer,  and 
they  bad  eatahlished  a  colony  in  Africa,  which  waa  as 
nourishing  as  any  colony  which  bad  ever  been  plaoled. 
Asfarastheiresperiencehad  gone,  the  number  of  slavrf 
who  were  voluntarily  emancipated  by  their  maalen.  for 
the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  Africa,  wis  greater  thaa 
the  mean*  of  sending  them)  and  this  bet,  of  itself,  night 
satisfy  the  non-ilavebolding  Statea  that  bnmaBitj  aa 
well  aa  policy  required  the  adjustment  of  cvetr  matter 
relating  to  the  African  race  to  be  lefV  lo  Ihow  who  best 
undentood  their  condition.  By  them  alone  oould  any 
truly  wise  or  humane  measure  ever  be  carried  <alo«f- 
fect.  What  might  be  the  coiuequence  of  tbii  step, 
taken  by  Hai7land,  no  one  coold  foreaeei  but  it  vai 
evident,  that  if  emancipatioa  continued  to  be  ahead  of 
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funJ*,  BD  incrcue  or  pecunitry  means  muit  eventtute 
in  the  eonvenion  of  that  Sule  into  ■  nan-tlaveholding 
Stiile.  Nuw,  Hippoae  thU  retult  to  take  pUce  in  any 
ipven  number  of  yean,  and  the  ume  thing  to  occur  in 
Virginia,  it  i«  clear  tbat  ihe  conMniction  of  thoie  op- 
pmed  to  ihs  report  would  cotnign  the  people  of  the 
Diatrict  to  a  retnedilew  and  hopeleu  condition,  whilil  on 
the  other  hand  the  principle!  of  the  re^rt  would  per- 
mit, upon  the  nppticaiion  of  the  inbsbilanla,  the  exlen- 
■ion  Id  them  by  Congrcn  the  wme  laws  which  had  op- 
erated upon  Hiryland  and  Virginia.  That  nich  a  ecn- 
■Iruclion  of  the  powen  of  Congreu  is  would  enable 
them  to  do  Ihii  would  be  attendrd  with  %  deiirable  re- 
•ult,  muit,  he  thought,  be  admitted  upon  all  handi, 
provided  the  phraarology  orihe  conatitution  and  ibe  acta 
of  cenion  would  admit  of  i1  {  and  thia  wm  Ibe  only  caae 
Ih  which  he  underuood  lite  report  to  aaiert  that  Con- 
greu  poaseised  any  power  over  alavery  in  the  DiuricL 
Mr.  OWENS,  of  Geoi«>a,  roae  to  inquire  whether  the 
genlteman  froin  Maryland  waa  tiot  going  loo  far  into  the 
mcriti  nf  the  report  upon  a  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  ROWAHD  Slid  that,  during  the  whole  lenion,  he 
had  oareAi<ly  avoided  giTing  any  encojragemenc  to  gen- 
eral debatea  on  the  nibject  of  alavery,and  waa  unwilling 
now  to  do  any  thing  more  than  state  the  reason  why  be 
should  vote  for  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  report. 
Havinr  eipreraed  Ihia,  be  would  hope,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Geoi^a,  that  the  debate  would  nut  be  pro- 
Mr.  P\TTON  wtihed  to  ttale  hii  resion*  for  voting 
it  ihia  document.  He  shuukl  rtnt  only  vole  to 
le  uiufl  njmber,  but  he  would  vote  to  print  any 
lie  extra  number.  The  report  was  presrnled  to 
liimal  the  result  of  the  labors  of  a  c 
been  raised  to  take  into  conaideratic 
and  exciting  subject,  lie  had  not 
House  in  the  course  it  thought  proper  to  pursue  on  Ibis 
Mbjecl,  because  he  was  not  of  opinion  that  it  was  the 
moat  prudent  and  judicioua  course,  and  he  had  not 
changed  in  opinion.  He  wu  perfectly  satisfied  thai  the 
expeclatlons  of  gentlemen  would  be  rmttraled  and  dis- 
appointed. Nut  withstanding  (hia,  he  would  be  in  favor 
ofhaving  the  report  lake  the  usual  course.  No  matter 
whether  they  agreed  with  the  conclusions  to  which  the 
committee  bad  come  or  not,  still  it  should  be  put  in  a 
form  in  which  llie  House  could  judge  of  its  acts  of 
omianion  or  of  commission.  No  man  could  suppose  that, 
by  refu«ng  to  print  it,  it  would  nut  be  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion there  and  elsewhere.  The  document  would  he 
printedtsndlh«i)['tatan  and  fanatic*  of  the  North  would 
seize  upon  it,  and  discussion  would  again  be  renewed. 
He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  an  abolitionist  from 
the  Potomac  to  ihe  northernmost  part  of  Maine,  who 
would  not  be  in  favor  of  printing  Ihii  document.  He 
begged  leave  to  say  that,  in  voting  to  print,  lie  must  not 
be  understood  as  concurring  with  the  committee  in  their 
report,  because  he  spprehcttded  Ihst  it  did  not  go  so  far 
u  he  desired  it  should  go. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said,  if  t>e  understood  the  question 
rightly,  it  was  to  print  Ihe  usual  number  of  copies,  and 
be  would  reapecthilly  suggest  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
ought  to  be  discussed  before  it  was  printed.  He  must 
confess,  ahhongh  he  listened  very  closely  to  the  rrsding 
of  the  document,  Ibtt  other  gentlemen  bad  been  more 
fortunsle  than  hlmaelf  in  hearing  it,  if  they  were  able 
to  decide  that  it  should  nol  be  printed,  lie  siked  Ihe 
gentlemsn  from  Virginis,  (Mr.  Wisi,]  If  he  was  pre- 
pared to  act  on  Ibis  report  before  it  was  prmted ;  and  be 
would  also  ssk  whether  voting  to  print  the  ususl  number 
could  be  conilrued  into  an  acquieacenee  io  the  report. 
He  was  surprised  Io  hear  Ihe  opposition  which  had  been 
made  lo  this  report,  because,  so  br  as  he  had  hcaril, 
it  tMcrted  every  principle  which  tb«  South  conlended 
Vet.  Zll,— 336 


for,  except,  perhaps,  so-far  as  the  District  of  Calumlri* 
wu  concernedf  and  when  Ibis  question  came  before  tbtt 
Housr,  he  was  prepared  lo  expreai  bia  opinion  upon  it, 
as  hi9  mind  was  made  up,  but  be  did  not  consider  this  a 
proper  time  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WI9E  rose  to  itite  lo  the  House  that  he  did  nut 


Mr.  ROBERTSON  objected  lo  Ihe  printing  of  tbe 
aual  or  any  other  number  of  this  report. 

The  iiour  of  one  biving  arrived. 

The  SPB\KER  arre.,ted  the  diMuision. 

Hr.  MERCER  mored  to  suspend  Ibe  rule  unlillull 
asl  one  o'clock,  for  Ihe  purpose  of  diiposing;  of  the 
lotion  to  printi  which  wss  agreed  to:  Ayes  137,  noes 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  was  in  favor  of  printing  Ihe  re- 
art  which  had  been  DUde  bj  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  That  gentleman  had  been  accused  by  one  of 
--  .--„Jea  [Mr.  THOMraos]  of  misrepresenting  the 
feelings  and  wishes  of  bis  State.  I'hii  was  a  high  and 
grave  charge,  and  he  wished  to  give  the  furmer  s  chance 
of  defending  himself,  by  printing  hit  report  and  sending 
it  lo  South  Carulins,  and  thus  sffording  an  opportunily 
Io  the  people  of  that  State  to  judge  for  themselves.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  thai  all  the  reasoning  of  Ihe 
report  woul.l  suit  either  liis  conaliluents  or  himself,  but 
:)iis  would  nol  prevent  liim  from  having  it  prinled  and 
aent  out  lor  the  judgment  of  tbe  country,  and  he 
would  alwHyabe  ready  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  those, 
againal  whom  serious  cliarget  had  been   made,  lo  be 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Caruliiis,  could  not  oppoM 
irinlingthe  ordinary  number  of  this  report,  but  objected 
a  printing  an  extra  quinllty.  He  repealed,  that  his 
colle^ue[Mr  Pmcxaai]  bad  grossly  miire presented 
bia  Stsle.  Hut  it  seemed  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
a)lvaiils,  1»l  up,  had  undertaken  lo  vindicate  bis  col- 
league ftom  ■  charge  upon  which  that  colleague  had 
chosen  to  remain  ailent.  Tiiere  was  much  fitness  in  Iha 
genlleman  from  Pennsylvania  as  a  champion  for  Ihe 
genilemm  from  South  Carolina.  The  genilemsn  from 
Pennsylvania  had  furnished  Ihe  world  with  his  canons 
of  political  elhics;  it  was  a  aimple  quektion  uf  the  rule 
of  three;  how  much  principal  will  an  nsce rial ned  amount 
of  interest  give?  He  should  supposr,  from  zeal  of  that 
gentlemsn  in  Ibis  matter  thai  he  had  aome  interrst  in  it. 
Mr.  ROBERTSON  contendrd  that  Ihe  report  yielded 
to  Uongreas  tbe  right  lo  abolish  slavery  in  this  Dlilrieti 
atid  yielded  every  thing  which  the  abulitonifts  could  have 
expected  when  they  sent  their  peliiions  there.  He  had 
heard  the  report  read,  he  would  nol  say  with  aurprise, 
but  with  deep  mortificationind  regret;  beciuse  it  was  nut 
calculaied  to  put  the  8ouih  upon  tbe  ground  which  she 
oiighl  to  occupy;  and  Ihe  resolutions  did  not  go  to  the 
extent  absolutely  necessary  lo  tbe  peace  andsafeiy  of  the 
country.  Mr.  K.  contended  that  the  priiiling  of'^adocu> 
men!  was  left  tu  the  discretion  of  the  House,  and  he 
thoughtinthe  present  instance  they  should  not  print.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  b;  moving  lo  recommit  the  report  to  the 
select  committee,  with  inslructiuns  to  report  ■  resolu- 
tion that  Congress  does  not  possess  the  conalitnlionah 
power  lo  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  or 
the  Territories. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  did  nol  rise  to  discuss  Ihe 
question.  It  had  already  been  too  much  discussed.  He 
moved  the  previous  quesiion. 

Mr.  PINCKNKY  hoped  Ihe  gentlemsn  would  withdraw 
the  motion  fur  s  moment.  He  desired  mrrely  lo  say  that 
ihe  report  did  not,  as  hsd  been  slated,  yield  the  can.ili- 
itiiional  power  lo  Congress  of  abolishing  sUvery  in  the 
Uisirlct.    All  KHertion*  of  the  kind  were  grosily  in- 
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In  iruwer  to  >n  inquiry,  the  CfIAIR>Uted  that,  if  the 

ErcTioui  qunticin  preTilled,  the  main  quMtiun  would 
e  on  the  adnptinn  of  the  molutioni. 

Mr.  THOMSON  iiippoied  the  mtin  queation  vould 
be  on  the  motion  to  print.  He  therefore  withdrew  the 
motion  for  the  previnuiquMtiun. 

Mr.  BYNUH  obtained  ilie  floor,  but  yielded  it  for  ex- 
pUnitiun  to 

til.  SUTHERLAND,  who  replied  to  the  rrmirki  of 
Ihe  |[cnilen»n  from  South  Uirolint,  [Mr.  Thohmuf.] 
Mr.  S.  mid  that  the  g;entleman  had  backed  out  froni  the 
pound  which  he  orif(inHlly  look.  At  fini,  he  waa  for 
burning  ihe  report  or  piving  it  over  to  the  common 
hanj^mtni  now  he  waa  in  favor  of  prinlinK  the  uaual 
number.  But  the  gentleman  had  apoken  oFhim  u  the 
ehampiot)  of  hia  colleague,  [Mr.  Pinckhkt.]  He 
needed  no  champion,  and  the  gentleman  mighi  want 
one  quite  u  coon  aa  hU  colleague.  The  gentleman  had 
thought  proptr  to  alltide  to  an  old  and  lung;  aince  worn 
out  imputation  in  relation  tnhimirir.  Thiaalluaion  he  cun- 
tidercd  bennih  the  chancier  of  the  member  from  South 
Carolina,  and  he  would  only  refer  the  gentleman  to  hii 
Whole  public  lire,  as  aauliicient  aniwer  to  Ihe  charge. 

The  debate  waa  here  arreated  by  the  expiration  uf  the 
ttme  fur  which  the  rule  had  been  auipended. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 


the  rtiy, 

Mr.  LEWIS,  of  Alabama,  aiked  leire  to  make  a  aiig- 
geation  to  the  chairman  oF  (he  Committee  of  Way*  and 
Meana,  which  waa,  lliat  the  Hnuae  •hoiiM  take  up  and 
•el  prompily  on  the  bill  providing  fur  volunteera  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontlera,  lo  ll>at  Ihe  bill  might  paaa 
through  lo-day.  Mr.  L.  dated  that  he  had  iliia  morning 
reeeiveil  intelligence  from  his  dislriet  of  the  moat  painful 
nature,  reapecting  the  hostile  temper  of  the  Creek  In. 
dianst  and  if  Ihe  House  wiahed  lo  aave  the  people  of 
llwt  part  of  the  country  from  the  horrora  of  navige  war- 
fare, it  would  pasa  the  bill  wilhou:  a  moment'a  deluy. 

_  Mr.  CAMBItGLKNG  aaid  the  gentleman  ahiuld  have 
hia  cordial  co-operntion  In  faciliialing  the  bil',  aa  he 
{Mr.  C.)  had  juat  received  a  communication  from  the 
Brerelary  of  War  of  the  unie  tenor  at  the  lelten  re* 
ferred  to  by  Ur.  Liwia. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

In  further  execution  of  the  ipecial  order  of  ihe  26th 
of  Junuary,  Ihe  Hmiie  reiolved  itaelf  into  a  Commiltee 
of  Ihe  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  MiKir,  of 
New  York,  in  the  chair,}  anil  reaimed  the  conaiilerilinn 
of  Ihe  bill  mnking  appropriatlona  fur  certain  fortifica- 
liona  ofthe  Unileit  Stitea  For  Ilie  year  183G. 

The  queaiion  pending  wai  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
CixaaELiHs,  to  insert  an  additional  llem  in  the  bill,  ap- 
propriating the  aum  of  ^00,000  fur  Ihe  armament  of 
Ibe  forllflcatiuna. 

Mr.  PORBSTER,  who  waa  entitled  to  Ihe  floor,  »i- 
drftted  the  committee  at  some  length.  He  look  a  gen- 
eral view  of  the  lubjeel  of  fortificalians,  and  a.  owed 
liiroaelf  In  favor  of  a  plan  to  protect  the  more  exposed 
and  prominent  pointv,  but  nppnacd  tu  a  grneral  scheme 
offortil^lnglhe  whole  of  Ihe  •eabiiard.  He  Waa  alao  in 
favor  ofauch  an  increate  uf  Ihe  navy  as  wuuld  rentier  it 
elHcienlto  prolect  our  commerce,  and  to  defrnd  niir- 
•<(veiinca<e  of  altick.  He  then  entered  into  an  ex- 
amination ofthe  preaenl  and  probable  future  amount  uf 
the  aurplus  revenue.  By  llie  last  returns  of  the  di-posite 
banks,  they  then  hadi  I.)  the  credit  uf  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Uiiiled  Stalea,  }j2,0<X),000,  and  (3,000,000  besides, 
depuaited  by  other  oHicrra  of  the  Government.  The 
laat  quarter's  revenue,  ending  on  the  3Lit  of  Uarcb,  , 


amounted  to  (11,000,000  already  collected,  and  ahould 
the  nexl  three  qnartera  be  aa  much,  it  would  amount  to 
133,000,000  mure  by  the  end  of  the  year.  It  wai  not, 
however,  probable  that  the  oming  revenue  would  be  so 
large,  anil  therefore  he  would  knock  off  »S,(X»,O0O, 
pulling  it  dawn  at  (25,000,000,  making  the  vh'ile  ac- 
cumulation in  Ihe  Treaaury  no  less  than  (60,000,000) 
and,  including  the  (7,500,000  Id  be  derived  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  would  in  all  amount  to 
(67,500,000.  He  had  taken  some  paina  to  examine  the 
varioiia  publie  and  private  bills  before  the  two  tluusett 
and  the  whole  of  I  hem,  supposing  everyone  lo  pass, 
would  require  an  sggregale  of  sppropriationSi  in  round 
nnmbera.  of  about  (35,000,000;  leaving,  in  the  event  of 
every  bill  paaiing,  at  the  lowest  eatimate  ofthe  accrulnfr 
revenue,  upwarda  of  (43,000,000.  He  then  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  tarlFT  question  and  its  consequences,  the 
ribject  of  internal  improvemenla,  Bic.,  and  replied  lo 
some  of  the  points  advanced  bv  oiie  of  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Maoaj;.']  He  adverted  to  the 
courie  of  Mr.  Van  Huren  on  the  foregoing  aubjecti,  and 
aaid  he  believed  that  gentleman  had  voted  for  every 
tariff  measure  tlist  had  been  brnughl  forward,  and  alio 
for  every  measure  of  internal  improvement.' 

A  measage  arriving  from  the  Senate,  Mr.  ToaxsTiB 
suspended  hia  remarks,  the  commiltee  roae,  and  Ibe 
Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

WESTERN  FBONTIER. 

The  meiMge  from  the  Senate  waa  then  received,  re- 
turning, with  amendmenli,  the  bill  aulhoriiing  Ibe 
Preaident  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  ihe  aervicn  of 
volunteers,  and  lo  raise  a  regiment  of  dragoonaor  mount- 
ed riflemen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS,  the  bill  wa*  taken  up  and 
read,  aa  amended. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to  tha 
proposition  in  the  bill  fnr  raising  ten  ihonsand  cavalry. 

Mr.  HcKAY  remarked  that  the  bill  did  not  prapose 
Ihal  number  to  be  ahaolutely  raised,  but  merely  limited 
the  number  to  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  LEWI3  advocated  the  amendment,  whieh  con- 
templated the  raising  of  ten  thoiiaand  men  at  the  discre- 
tion of  Ihe  President  ofihe  United  Stales.  The  exigency 
for  doing  ao  had  already  arrived,  and  Mr,  L.  had  re- 
ceived lettera  that  morning,  atating  that  there  wat  a 
general  scene  of  missacre  now  guing  on  in  the  Creek 
nation)  that  all  Ihe  troups  in  command  of  the  Guvern- 
menl,  not  employed  in  the  Florida  war,  had  been  sent 
on  to  that  point,  but  that  they  were  but  a  handful)  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  now  invited  the  passage  of  Ihia 
bill,  in  order  to  send  an  efficient  aid  and  protection  to 
the  helpleaa  women  and  children  who  were  now  at  the 
mercy  ofthe  savage. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  followed  on  the  nme  aide,  and 
briefly  supported  the  amendment.  The  number  of  men 
to  be  raised  was  left  to  the  diacretinn  of  the  President, 
and  he  would  order  Ihe  particular  description  of  troops, 
infantry  or  Cavalry,  according  In  the  nature  ofthe  coun- 
try where  they  were  to  act.  He  earnestly  appealed  to 
the  House  to  paas  the  bill  as  speedily  aa  poiiible. 

The  queation  was  further  debuted  by  Hr.  McEAT, 
Mr.  SPEIGHT,  and  Mr.  ASHLEY. 

Mr.  AUAM8  expressed  a  wish  for  further  informtiion, 
berurchedeairtdtorecord  his  vole  on  this  bill)  to  know 
whether  the  exigency  waa  sufficient  lo  justify  the  raising 
of  Eo  large  a  fiirce,  and  whether  it  waa  intended  to  add 
to  Ihe  ataniling  army  of  the  United  Siatea.  Mr.  A.  then 
reviewed  the  subject  of  Ihe  war  in  Texas,  *n<t  passed 
some  strictures  on  Ihe  manner  in  which  that  subject  had 
been  dIscuuCil,  both  In  and  out  of  Cnngreaat  adverting 
lo  Ihe  resolutions  offered  by  him  yeatei^Iay,  on  the  aub- 
jccl  of  our  relaiioni  with  Mexico.    On  Ibeie  topica  be 
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dwelt  It  mine  length,  ind  contended  Ihit  the  principle 
oT  ib«  bill  had  been  entirely  chinked  by  the  Senite'i 
•mendment,  which,  he  hoped,  would  be  diugrced  to  by 
the  Houte. 

Mr.  LAWLER  adrrrted  lo  the  >l>rmiTi(;  advlcei  that 
bad  been  received  Trom  th«  Creek  country,  to  urRe 
upnn  the  Koiiie  the  immediate  nrceoilf  of  piaiing  Ihia 
bill,  and  made  a  brief  reply  lo  the  remarki  of  the  gen- 
tleman fmm  Mauacliuaetti. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  alia  replied  lo  Ihe  aamc  gentleman, 
and  cxpresaed  his  utoniihment,  mortification,  and  rc- 
KW,  at  ihe  Kentlemin')  remirki  in  opposition  to  th!s 
bill.  He  resetted  that  any  individuil  on  that  fliior,  and 
more  ao  one  who  had  occupied  lo  diitin)(uialied  a  italion 
in  lliii  country  ii  he  had,  ahould  be  found  openly  to 
avow  hii  feeling*  to  be  in  favor  of  that  tyrant  and  uuirp- 


Mr.  GLA3C0CK  replied  that  tbe  fcntleman  had  ao 
aiowed  himaelf,  though  indirectly,  and  hi*  languiga 
could  bear  no  other  conilntctinn.  Mr.  Q.  proceeded 
funher  lo  reply  lu  the  gentleman  from  Hiaaachuietta, 
■nd  itated  hi*  oHn  view*  with  reginl  lo  1'exa*;  (hat  he 
went  heart  *nd  *ouI  with  the  Tetian^  and  waa  ready  to 
aid  them,  when  the  proper  lime  sriiveil,  in  the  mnti  ef. 
Seieiit  manner,  tie  explained  the  proviiions  til  ilie  bill, 
and  uipported  it  at  conuderable  length,  which,  in  no 
fcnae  that  could  be  put  upon  it,  provided  for  an  addition 
lo  the  (landing  *rmy.  The  troopi  were  to  be  niied  for 
ft  apecifio  time,  and  to  be  engaged  in  a  apecitic  aer- 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  referred  lo  Ihe  proriiion* 
of  a  aimiUr  bill  patsed  in  1912,  which  offerrd  a  prece- 
dent in  point)  and  he  compared  their  detail*,  lo  thov 
that  the  prrienl  bill  waa,  in  conatroclion,  unconslitution- 
al.  He  lioprd  the  amendment  would  be  pa)*ed  without 
further  objeclion. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked  that  thii  bill  had 
been  very  ileliberately  considered  and  diicuued  at  great 
length  when  it  wa*  last  under  coniideration  before  the 
Commitiee  of  the  Wholei  and  as  they  were  informed 
(hat  it  waa  of  Ihe  utmost  importance  to  thuae  reaiding  in 
and  on  the  borderi  of  the  Indian  country  Ihit  ihe  bill 
ihuuld  paa*  without  delay,  and  sa  the  debate  appeared 
Id  be  taking  a  very  wide,  and  he  must  aay  a  very  un- 
utual  ringe,  he  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

I'be  rauiioH  was  aeconded  by  the  House:  Ayes  dS, 
noes  not  onimted. 

Mr.  HARDIN  remarked,  that  is  he  wanted  lo  see  how 
inany  would  vote  to  increase  Ihe  regLilar  army  by  ten 
(hmisand  men,  he  therefore  aikcd  fur  the  yeaa  ind  nay* 
on  Ihe  question  of  ordering  the  main  question  lo  be  put. 

The  yeaa  and  nsyi  being  ordered,  Ihe  quealion  was 
decided  in  the  affirmalire:  Teas  136,  nays  GG. 

So  Ihe  Huuie  determined  ihat  the  main  question, 
irhich  waton  agreeing  tu  the  amendment*  of  the  Senate, 
ahould  be  now  put. 

Mr.  BELL  aikrd  for  a  division  of  the  question  on  the 
respeclive  amendments. 

The  first  smendmeni  being  read, 

Mr.  HOWELL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  thereont 
which  the  House  refused  to  Order)  tniJ  the  Hrst  amend- 
ment uf  the  Senate  was  concurred  ini  Ayes  107,  noes 
nut  counted. 

The  second  amendment  wa*  then  concurred  in  wilhout 

I'lie  amendment  of  the  Senale  to  the  third  aeclion, 

Siving  to  the  President  Ihe  power  to  commission  the  of- 
cers  elected  by  Ihe  volunteer*,  by  and  wllh  the  advice 
■ml  conaent  of  ihe  Senale,  when  they  are  muilered  into 
Ihe  service,  being  read — 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  for  the  yew  and  naya  iliereooi 


which  were  ordered)  and  ihe  quealion  being  taken,  waa 
decided  ai  fiillowai  Teas  IQI,  nays  103. 

So  the  House  refused  lu  concur  with  the  Senate  in 
(heir  amendment 

The  other  amendment  oF  the  Senile  to  the  fourth  tee- 
linn,  regulating  the  pay  for  mileage  and  forage  of  th« 
officers  and  privates  of  the  voluntrera,  wss  then  concur- 
red in:  Aye*  109,  noea  not  counted. 

The  remaining  amendment  waa  then  concurt^  in. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  OWENS  aiked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays,  but  they 
were  not  ordered)  and  the  iDolion  to  adjourn  was  nega- 
tived: Avea73,  noes  91. 

Mr.  CAMBRULENG  asked  leave  to  report  a  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  auppresaion  of  hostili- 
ties with  Ihe  Creeks. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  C.  reported  Ihe  said  bill, 
under  instruction  from  the  Commitiee  of  Waya  and 
Ueans)  which  was  read  twice  and  eommitled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAUBRtLENG,  the  House  tbea 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tU« 
stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  DickikBoH  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  foregoing  hill. 

The  bill  waa  then  read.  It  appropriated  1500,000 
for  ihc  object .  stated. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  «ent  to  Ihe  Clerk's  Uhle  ■ 
lettrr  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  calling  for  the  appro- 
prialion,  and  enclosing  an  eslimate  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  ahould  vole  for  this  bill  b'llh  in 
commitiee  and  in  Ihe  House,  and  should  also  vote  for  itt 
immediate  passage  Ihia  day.  Mr.  A.  then  availed  hini- 
aelf  iif  that  opportunity  lo  make  a  brief  reply  to  the  two 
Kentlrmen  [Mr.  Mi.naT  and  Mr.  Giiscook]  who  bad 
apnken  with  reference  to  him  on  Ihe  other  bilL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWENS,  the  Committee  then  roN 
and  reported  the  bill  to  Ihe  Kouae. 

The  SPEAKER  having  resumed  tbe  cbwr,  Uw  bUl 

Mr.  McK  Ay  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  Ihe  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  if  tbe  War  DepaKmenI  waa  in 
possession  of  any  other  information  than  that  which  had 
been  read.  They  had  for  aome  time  past  beard  maajr 
rumors,  and  it  might  turn  out  that  tbe  acooanla  had  been 
exaggerated. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  remarked  that  ihe  letter  of  th* 
Secretary  of  War  was  lery  full)  and,  moreover,  a  number 
of  letters  received  by  members  of  Cnngre**  from  Geor- 
gia and  Alabama  had  been  read  among  the  member*. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  sent  lo  the  Clerk's  table  a  letter 
from  a  genlleman  at  Columbus,  detailing  Ihe  most  dit< 
trrasinf;  scenes  Ihil  were  paasind  in  the  Creek  country. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  did  not  rise  lo  throw  any  obsta- 
cle in  the  wav  of  the  pauage  of  thia  bill,  but  he  lelt 
himself  called  upon  lo  protest  agninst  ihe  manner  in 
which  tlie  bill  had  been  brought  before  the  House.  Tha 
chairman  of  the  Commitiee  uf  Ways  and  Means  (said 
Mr.  V.)  has  exhibited  to  us  a  letter,  of  this  morning'* 
date,  from  Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  addressed  to  hiniaelfj 
staling  ihsl  certain  Indian  disturbances  had  occurred 
among  the  Creek  nation  of  InUiani,  and  asking  for  an 
spproprialion  of  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  aupprcsa 
them.  It  gives  us  no  information  as  to  the  cauaes  of 
those  disturbances.  Upon  this  letier,  without  any  pre- 
viouB  Bulhorily  from  Ihe  House,  or  action  upon  it,  the 
chairman  of  the  Waya  and  Means  liaa  aiiumed  lo  report 
Ibis  bill,  and  presa  il*  instant  passage  upon  the  House, 
t  believe  thi*  to  be  Ihc  lliird  or  fuuKh  time  during  lh« 
present  aeauon  that  similar  bills,  making  appropriation*, 
in  all,  lo  perhaps  two  milliona  uf  dollara,  or  morr,  bsva 
been  reported  by  Ihst  committee  in  the  mate  naaner. 
The  Secretary  of  War  writes  a  letier  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Meana,  telling  him  that  be  want*  thia. 


thai,  or  tbe  other  sum  of  money,  tat 
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purpoMj  and,  without  any  referenee  oF  the  mbject  to 
the  crnnmiitee  by  the  Houie,  they  take  it  in  hinri  and 
report  1  bill.  I  deny,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meant  have  any  right  to  report  tuch  a  bill 
in  that  vayi  and  I  flirther  deny,  where  the  military  de- 
ftfice  of  Ibe  country  is  to  be  provided  for,  Ihat  the  Coro- 
wiitlee  of  Wayi  and  Means  ii  the  appropriate  committee 
to  take  char^  of  the  auhject.  Tlie  dutiea  of  the  com- 
milieei  are  marked  out  by  the  rulea  of  (he  House,  and 
by  IhoM  rulea  the^  have  no  right  to  take  siibjecls  in 
hand  without  a  previoua  reference  of  them  by  the  House. 
Who  can  undertake  to  say  that,  if  this  subject  had  been 
comnnunicale<l  by  the  Executire  to  the  Houae,  it  would 
have  been  referred  to  Ibe  Ways  and  Meana?  The  rcf- 
erencF  of  wibjecla  according  to  (he  will  of  the  Houae  ia 
•  very  important  power,  and  as  between  diflerent  oom- 
mittera  ia  often  a  matter  of  great  moment.  But  this 
mode  of  originating  buainesa  takes  this  power  away  from 
the  House,  and  enables  the  Executive  to  select  its  own 
committee.  It  is  therefore  rrapectrul  to  the  House  to 
•end  communicationt  intended  to  originate  bunneta 
tbreugh  the  proper  channel.  There  ia  a  further  objec- 
tion to  this  made  oF  proceeding,  ircommunicationsoiit 
of  which  lav*  «re  to  grow  are  transmitted  to  the  House, 
the  evidence  of  the  ficis  on  which  thry  were  predicated 
will  remain  on  the  dies  of  the  Houae,  and  there  will  be 
a  proper  executive  reaponaibility  Fur  those  Faclt,  When 
money  ia  appropriated  to  carry  on  war,  the  evidence  on 
which  it  is  to  be  justified  ought  to  be  in  putaesaion  ot 
the  Houae,  to  that  we  may  know,  and  that  postenly 
■Iter  us  may  know,  the  reasona  for  it.  Now,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  the  preaent  case,  the  chairman  oFlhe  Ways 
■nj  Heans  has  in  hia  own  pocket  the  letter  upon  which 
we  are  called  on  to  viite  thia  half  million  uf  dollars,  and 
enter  into  Ihia  war.  We  hare  not,  and  shall  nut  have, 
on  the  Rle«  of  thia  Houae  a  vestige  of  the  evidence  on 
which  we  have  acted,  unless  the  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Heans  shall  be  gra«ioua  enough  lo  put  hia  Ittter 
atBOtig  its  archives. 

Mr.  Spcskrr,  whenever  the  public  eiigencies  require 
that  proviaion  ahould  be  made  for  drawing  llie  iword  of 
the  country,  (bat  ia  at  all  times  a  subjrct  of  sufficient 
Itwment  and  aeriousneaa  lo  entitle  the  House  to  a  com- 
OHinicalion  from  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  his  duty  to  watch  over  the  public  defence,  and  make 
the  neceuary  recommendations  to  Congress,  and  it  ia 
Our  duty  tu  aee  that  that  responiibilily  is  not  evsded.  I 
hope,  (ir,  thai  in  future  the  business  of  the  House  will 
be  done  in  the  usual  and  regular  way. 

Since  I  am  up,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  avail  myselfof  Ihii 
OCdNon  to  say  something  on  a  aubject  in  which  I  think 
the  character  of  this  House  and  of  the  country  ia  con- 
cerned. When  on  the  finnr  a  few  da}  a  ago,  on  another 
bill,  I  look  occasion  to  advert  to  the  policy  pursued  in 
this  Houae  in  reapect  to  these  Indian  wars.  When  the 
cry  ia  sent  up  here  that  (he  people  of  the  frontier  »n 
Maailed  by  Indian  hoatilily,  we  raise  the  mransof  making 
war  upon  litem  without  a  moment'a  dclayt  *e  crusli 
litem  by  our  superior  power.  But  we  never  inquire, 
while  the  war  ia  going  on,  or  after  it  is  ended,  into  its 
causeai  we  make  no  investigation  to  learn  who  were  the 
intligatora  ol  the  war,  or  who  waa  to  LUme.  I  said,  sir, 
that,  from  tlie  public  documents  Ijing  on  our  table,  it 
was  my  opinion  we  had  brought  tfre  unfortunate  Ploriila 
war  upon  us  by  our  own  faulta.  I  told  the  Huuse  there 
were  those  on  the  frontier  who  had  an  intereat  in  exci- 
ting Indian  van;  that  iliere  were  those  who  disregarded 
■he  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  were  dispoeed  lo  encroach 
upon  them;  (ll*t  if  we  omitted  lo  investigate  the  csuses 
of  these  distnrbanoer,  and  thua  induce  those  who  have 
an  interest  in  exciting  them  to  think  they  can  involve  us 
without  scmliny  and  nithout  exposure,  we  should  have 
other  li'.diaii  wars,  in  all  ptubabilil;,  befure  the  end  ut 


the  aeasion.  And  I  now  say  that,  iFwe  Buffer  ourarivcs 
to  go  on  in  (hit  way,  in  three  years'  time  every  Indian 
wilt  be  driven  by  force  from  every  Slate  snd  Territory 
of  the  Union.  In  the  Slatea  and  Territories,  wherever 
they  are,  they  are  regarded  as  an  encumbrance,  aiKl 
there  is  a  strong  desire  to  get  them  out  oF  the  wayi  utd 
if  we  will  furnish  the  meana  without  inquiry,  tliey  will 
be  disposed  of.  Sir,  our  frontier  inhabitants  know  our 
strength  and  their  weakneasj  and  if  we  are  to  atuu) 
armed  behind  them,  and  let  them  have  their  way,  we 
must  expect  thev  will  overbear  and  encroach  upon  them. 
The  Indians  with  whom  we  are  in  contact  know  full  well 
their  weakness  and  our  power;  and  it  is  hardly  credible 
that  they  will  open  a  war  upon  us  except  From  a  atrinig 
sense  of  injiiir.  I  know  nothing  of  the  causea  which 
have  ezeiled  the  Creekr,  and  canno!,  therefore,  aty  who 
ia  to  blame.  We  ought  (o  send  the  immediate  n  eans  of 
defending  our  frontier  inhibilania  from  tnaancre  and 
plllsge;  snd  it  ia,  in  my  opinion,  our  further  duty  lo  tit 
on  foot  Immediately  an  investigation  into  the  cause  of 
these  disturbances;  and  if  we  are  in  the  wronc,  we 
ought  instantly  to  send  commissioners  to  offer  them 
reparation  and  do  ihem  justice.  When  we  look  at  the 
contrast,  and  see  how  weak  and  dcfencelcM  they  are, 
and  how  strong  and  mighty  we  are,  the  character  of  the 
House,  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  the  feelings  oflhe 
world,  call  upon  us  to  pursue  this  course  towards  them. 
We  cannot  hut  feel  thai  the  very  disparity  oF  our  condi- 
lion  it  calculated  to  excite  suspicion  against  us,  at  all 
the  motives  fur  peace  are  on  their  side.  I  trual,  there- 
fore, that  while  we  pass  thia  bill,  and  tend  immediately 
the  means  ofdefi  nee  and  protection  to  our  frontier,  we 
shall  lose  no  time  in  taking  atept  to  protect  the  honor 
of  (he  nation,  and  its  character  for  juniicr,  from  all  sus- 
picion. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  paid  Ihit  was  not  the  first  tine  ihe 
gentleman  [Mr.  Victor]  had  stood  up  to  advocate  Ibe 
cause  of  the  Indians  against  the  whites.  Six  yeara  ago, 
when  Ihe  prapntilton  wa«  made  to  remove  the  Indiana 
beyond  ihe  Missisaippi,  the  gentleman  opposed  it,  thourh 
he  was  then  told  that  it  was  the  only  measure  that  would 
■ecu re  their  existence  and  their  righia.  If  that  measure 
had  been  effected,  as  it  would  have  been  but  for  the  op- 
poailion  of  Ihe  gentleman  and  hia  friendi,  ihe  bluodafaed 
we  now  hear  of  would  not  have  occurred;  and  tilt  that 
ra'-e  uf  men  were  removed,  peace  and  safety  couM 
never  be  establiJied  in  lliat  section  of  the  eounlry. 

In  relslion  tu  tlie  genlleman's  objection  to  the  course 
oflhe  Secrelsry  of  War,  be  had  pursued  the  only  prac- 
tice which  had  ever  obtained.  The  heads  of  De- 
partments, when  tixy  saw  the  necessity  of  spptopris- 
tlont,  never  communicated  to  Ihe  House,  but  always  sent 
an  estimstc  lo  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meanr.  He 
was  surprised,  when  accounts  of  such  butcheries  of 
women  ami  children  were  pouring  in  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, that  any  gentleman  should  raise  abjections  of 
audi  s  nature,  lo  check  the  neceasary  appropriations  for 

Mr.  MAKN  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  that  «hicb  an  allcn- 
tive  obsei-ver  af  human  action  might  have  predicted  aa 
a  future  posMble  event  in  the  pmgreas  of  the  country, 
hsd,  it  seemed,  nocurred  already. 

Who  that  has  wrtaeased  the  proceedinga  of  Ibis 
C'ingres*  for  the  last  two  months  has  been  able  lo  shut 
his  eyes  against  Ibe  fact,  now  rendered  so  apparent, 
that  on  tvery  question  of  appropriation  of  (he  public 
revenues  lo  the  purposes  of  the  country,  gentlemen  have 
kept  continually  before  (heir  imsginB(ion  an  indrBniie 
proapect,  an  uncer'ain  hope,  (hat  (hose  revenues  may, 
by  aome  posslbilily,  be  divided  among  the  Slates  of  the 
Union,  under  the  "  false  pretence  of  dividing  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  public  domain."'  This  idea  seems  lo 
liauni  the  dreams  ur  genlltroen,  "  whether  sleeping  ur 


,A_.OOglC 


3769 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


Hit  ta,  1836.] 


Wttttm  FronlUr. 


[B.  ( 


waking,"  intoiDuch  Ihkt  tli«  criei  of  innocent  wtmien 
tnd  children,  of  helplcM  »fe  and  infantile  weikncu,  for 
proteclian  aninit  the  ruthlcN  Ioitub>wk  and  murder- 
oui  ■ulping-knire,  >re  inwHiclent  to  ivakm  Ihem  frorn 
the  fa'Bl  re*ery.  And  bai  il  came  lu  Ihii,  Mr.  Speaker, 
(»id  Hi*.  M.,)  that  an  appropriation  to  repel  an  invading' 
MTagf,  to  protect  your  citiivnt  from  liia  appalling  cru- 
ekiei,  i*  <o  b«  reiiited  and  declaimed  againal,  in  an 
American  Houie  of  RepreientBlIre*,  thrDugli  any  latent 
■ppreheniion  Ihat  Iheie  "nett  proceeds"  may  thereby 
be  diminiahed,  and  the  aharea  oF  gentlemen  rendered 
led  valuable^  Sir,  il  ia  humiliating,  I  will  not.  Tor  lear 
oir  offence,  aay  degradlnc,  to  be  compelled  to  beHeve 
it— to  be  obliged  to  proclarm  it  to  the  nation  and  to  the 

What  are  the  evidenceB,  Mr.  Speaker,  (wid  Hr.  H  ,) 
on  which  Ihii  belief  ii  bunded.'  Why,>iir,  the  remarka 
which  hiTe  jutt  fallen  from  the  1iunorab)e  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  ViflTO>]  are  alone  aluoat  tuliicienti 
but  who  among  ua  haa  forgotten  the  lucid  ipeech 
made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louiaiana  [Mr. 


[llr.  OxMLiTn  latemipted  Mr.  H.,  and  said  he  had 
not  oppoted  that  bill,  but  had  voted  (or  It.] 

Mr.  H.  continued.  So  had,  he  believed,  every  gentle- 
man in  the  Huuu,  except  two  or  ihreeg  and  yet  many 
had  mide  apeechea  the  tendency  of  which,  aa  he  (Mr. 
M.)  undenlood  them,  waa  againat  it.  it  waa  not  a 
new  diacovery  tliat  gentlemen  aomctimea  make  apeechea 
one  way,  and  vute  the  other. 

[Mr.  OiaunD  again  interrupted  Hr.  H.,  and  aaid 
that  if  the  gentleman  (Mr.  M.)  meant  to  aaaert  that  he 
had  oppoted  that  bill,  it  waa  untrue. 

Hie  SriAKia  called  Hr.  OiBLiMn  to  o.der,  and  Mr. 
M.  proceeded.] 

He  aaid  he  had  not  in'endeil  by  any  mcana  to  make 
the  aaaenion  which  the  gentleman  tuppiacdi  he  had 
only  stated  hie  own  inference  aa  to  the  effect  of  the  gen- 
tleman'* reiaarks.  Mr.  M.  said  be  regretted  exlremely 
that  he  had  disturbed  the  ncrroua  aenaibilitie*  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  Louiiianai  he  had  not  intended  to  do 
ao  in  the  least  degree)  and  it  might  posaibiy  be  lha(  hr, 
Mr.  H .,  had  drawn  a  wrong  inference  as  to  the  tendency 
of  the  remarks  of  his  Luaorable  fricnd<  and  he,  Mr.  M., 
was  willinK  to  believe  he  was  mistaken  in  thoae  inferen- 
cetj  but  ifao,  Hr.  U,  said  the  House  would  permit  him 
to  add,  that  he  believed  many  gentlemen  were  bborlng 
under  the  aame  unfortunate  miilake.  He  was  glad,  how- 
ever, to  be  set  right. 

But,  Hr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  M.,)  I  ask  you  to 
bring  to  your  recollection  the  course  of  the  whale  de- 
bate on  t'hii  fluur  for  the  laat  two  months,  touching  the 
Indiana  now  overruning  Florida,  comparatively  unrensl- 
ed  either  by  *'  the  centre,"  "the  right  wing,"  or  "  the 
left  /«ing,"  of  our  brave  army  under  the  direction  of 
several  "gallant  brevcta,"  who  nuke  a  general  return 
In  u*  of  nan  al  imenhu,  ind  touching  the  appreliendcd 
invasion  from  Mexico,  by  that  inhuman  monitcr,  Santa 
Anns,  and  the  consequent  rising  of  all  the  aavagea  upon 
our  South  weatern  frontier,  andthen  tell  me  whelherl 
am  wrong  in  the  belief  I  have  eipreaaed,  that  honoi^ble 
member*  have  kept  in  view  an  indefinite  prospect,  and 
an  uncertain  hope  of  carrying  home  with  them  to  their 
constituent*  the  golden  rewards  of  ihe  republic— the 
price  oT  it*  wclhre,  and  the  sheet-anchor  of  iia  hope. 

Thus,  air,  if  this  be  true,  we  have  before  our  very 
eyes  the  6rst  and  premature  fruita  of  the  plan  of  dis- 
tributing the  reveniiea  of  this  Government  manifested  in 
the  diapotition  htrt  with  our  very  selves.  Ves,  sir,  our- 
selves to  refuK  to  ippropriale  those  revenues,  dcriired 


from  the  hard  toil  of  the  people,  la  their  '■  common  de- 
fence," pursuant  to  the  requirements  and  the  authority 
of  the  canstituliun.  True,  air,  gentlemen  have  not  the 
moral  courage,  as  yet,  quite  to  come  up  to  the  mirk,  and 
svow  the  purpose  of  "  dividing  the  spoils"  of  the  repub- 
lic, as  the  rewards  of  fealty;  and  it  ia  not  any  part  of  my 
present  purpose  to  examine  or  censure  their  motives.  It 
is  aufficient  for  me  to  know  that  we,  although  occupying 
for  the  time  being  the  high  places  of  political  power, 
arc  yet  cubject  to  the  iiifirmities  and  laws  of  human  na- 
ture) and,  without  meaning  disparagement,  let  me  add, 
are  constantly  liable  to  err,  under  the  influence  of  that 
morbid  selfiihneis  which  prefer*  our  own  individusi 
■ectionsi  and  local  intereats  to  the  "general  welfare," 
Sir,  it  is,  perhaps,  but  fulfilling  the  law  of  our  im- 
perfect nature  to  do  so<  and,  ungrateful  aa  the  truth 
may  be  to  honorable  gentlemen,  I  tell  them  that  my 
firm  conviction  is,  that,  if  they  pass  that  bill,  and  share 
the  golden  prize  with  the  States  and  their  constituent^ 
they  never  will  pass  another  approprintion  bill  through 
Ihifl  H'luse  to  carry  into  eflect  the  purposes  of  the  con- 
fedrracy  and  the  constitution.  No,  sir,  (aaid  Hr.  M.,) 
if  it  is  in  our  power  to  form  any  opinion  reapecting  fu- 
ture eveala  by  the  past,  or  by  the  incidents  of  the 
Siaaaing  moment,  we  ought  not  to  hope  to  preserve  (be 
cderal  relationa  of  the  States  against  euch  influence* 
and  consequences  so  utterly  destructive  to  the  hopes  of 
piilrioliam  and  Ihe  freedom  of  mankind.  It  ia,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (Mr.  M.  repealed,)  but  too  apparent  already 
here  that,  instead  uf  devoting  ouraelvea  to  Ihe  inquiry 
into  the  best  means  of  promoting  Ihe  general  weUarr, 
by  the  spplication  of  Ihe  national  revenue*  wilbin  the 
object*  of  the  confederacy  and  the  constitution,  we  find 
ourselves  engsged  in  s  giuui  general  resistance  to  such 
application  of  those  revenues,  and  in  a  common  undis- 
tinguished scramble  for  the  public  spoih,  to  be  divided 
among  our  respective  Stales  and  our  respective  con- 
atitucitls.  Let  it  be  once  done,  wr,  and  you  will  never 
make  further  sppropriations  of  the  public  revenues 
without  the  imntediale  consent  of  llioie  Slates  Brat  had 
and  obtained)  and  I  need  only  remind  gentlemen  of  the 
condition  of  ihingi  under  the  old  confederacy,  to  present 
to  their  view  at  once  the  condition  to  which  they  will 
reduce  the  country  again,  if  Uiey  do  not  disca^l  the 
iilea  of  using  Ibe  revenues  of  this  Government  fur  such 
purposes. 

Whoever  {said  Mr.  H.)  has  read  the  history  of  the 
rise  and  bll  of  human  institution),  must  have  done  so  lu 
little  purpose  if  he  lias  failed  tn  perceive  Ihat  sucit 
causes  aa  Mr.  H.  had  mentioned  had  always  produced 
such  effects.  What  reason,  sir,  then,  is  there  |o  hope  that 
we  may  escape  similar  reaultaF  Docs  it  rest  in  our  Phari- 
saical belief  that  we  are  holier  than  tbty^  Let  gentle- 
men be  not  deceived  by  such  faUil  delusions.  Sir,  I  aik 
them  to  rerer  it  to  thai  unerring  tribunal  of  truth  ^n  their 
owti  bosoms,  whether,  in  their  lesl  fur  debating  these 
questions  of  upproprialiona  to  suppress  savage  hostilities, 
they  hsve  not  some  latent  if  not  exprest  reference  to 
the  poatihie  amoutit  of  pubic  revenue  which  may  remain 
for  possible  distributiott.  )  know,  sir,  that  my  request 
is  not  congenial  to  their  feelings,  and  I  make  it  with 
deep  reluctance,  yet  I  cannot  avoid  the  occasion  of  il| 
and  I  appeal  to  my  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vihtoh,] 
who  haa  rendered  it  necessary  for  mo  to  make  these 
remarks,  I  sppeal  to  hit  warm  and  active  patriotism  in 
behalf  of  the  defenceless  women  and  ctuldren  of  our 
Souihern  brethren,  now  wiffering  und* r  the  mercilesa 
tomahawk  of  savage  war,  lo  permit  thia  bill  1o  pass 
without  delay,  and  I  hope,  for  the  lii>nar  l^  our  nature, 
unaxiitnoualy,  Why  does  my  himursble  friend  make  » 
faullriinding  speech,  virtually  against  il,  while  he  doea 
not  deny  its  necraaily,  of  which  lie  ia  informed  i  Kcislly 
by  your  Commanding  ufHcer  at  Fort   Uitchcli.'    Tlii« 
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informitlon  Aott  not  comr,  lir,  like  (hat  a  Tew  day* 
^nce  wh^h  occuioncd  ^ntlemen  In  eelebrtte  on  lliii 
floor  (it  I*  nnw  fnred  prt maturely)  the  overlhrnw  of 
Ihat  outlaw,  Santa  Anna.  No,  ain  we  hive  It  from  Ihe 
officer  whole  duty  it  is  lo  give  It,  as  well  aa  ihroiiKh  pri 
vate  and  credible  ctianneli.  Sir,  ahtll  we  iiop?  SiiiH  wi 
heattate  and  debate  about  Ihe  caiiHei  oF  tlieae  Indiai 
wart!  The  genllenutn  from  Ohio  is  anxinua  to  Inquin 
why  it  is  Ihit  theae  depredatlona  are  commiiled,  and 
whether  Ihe  Indiana  may  not  be  in  Ihe  right,  while 
murdering  drrenceleia  Innocence.  Why,  air,  (i^id  Mr. 
M.,}  you  might  ai  well  unilerlake  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  every  Indian  var  which  haa  occurred  aince  the 
landing  of  our  Pilgrim   father*,   aa  to  ir 
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are  ingulfed  In  that  moat  tremendoui  of  all  gulfa,  Ihe 
dark  recesaea  of  the  human  heart,  *e«n  only  by  the  eye 
of  Omnlacience,  and  known  only  to  God  himaelf.  We 
tniKht,  perbipi,  trace  out  cauaca  enough  to  aaliify  im- 
partial minda  in  the  general  wronj^  we  hare  inflicled 
upon  the  whole  nee  of  th«  red  man.  But  while  my 
friend  from  Ohio  (»ld  Mr.  M.)  would  be  inquiring  inlo 
Ihe  cauiea  of  theae  Indian  hoatilitieii,  they  will  have  aa- 
lUled  their  ihirat  In  Ihe  undliiinguithed  deatruelion  of 

S>urdtiteni  upon  your  Southern  bordera.  Sir,  (aa<d 
r.  H.,)  aupprraa  their  appalling  outragei,  and  ihen 
inquire  (o  Ihe  full  aaiiifaclion  of  the  (^ntleman  from 
Ohio. 

But  the  gentleman  objecta  to  tbe  manner  in  which 
thia  bill  coiDci  before  iw.  The  Commiiiee  of  Wiya  and 
Meanr,  on  receiving  from  the  Secretary  at  War  a  com- 
munication ataling  the  neceaally,  and  asking  the  appro- 
priation, brought  in  (he  bill  without  delay.  Thia  the 
gentleman  tliinka  Irregular,  improper,  and  manifeaiing  a 
want  of  reipeci  on  Ihe  part  of  executive  offictr*  lo 
thii  liouaei  and  he  would  aiibject  everv  thing  lo  the 
itrlct  and  ledioua  course  ofpurliamFntary  form,  requiring 
a  m^aage  on  the  subject  from  Ihe  Prca  dent,  without 
which  uur  digniiiesareauppnaed  lo  bequratiimed,  and 
perhaps  infringed.  Why,  sir,  («aid  Mr.  M  ,]  if  the 
practice,  now  for  the  6nt  lime,  he  believed,  complained 
of,  he  irregular  or  improper,  then  ("aiil  Mr.  U  )  he  be- 
lieved such  irregularitlea  had  exialert  coeval  with  the 
conatituiion,  becauae  aiieh  praciice  had  prevailed  on  all 
ooca^on*  «f  emergency  aince  the  formation  ol  the  con- 
federacy. Tlie  official  communicailont  oF  the  executive 
officers  to  Ihe  chairmen  of  Committeea,  even  to  individual 
mcmbera  of  this  House,  had,  Mr.  M.  believed,  o' ten  been 
made  Ihe  basis  of  its  action,  and  that,  too,  without  detri- 
ment or  injury,  unleai  it  should  be  lo  our  digniiies!  For 
his  part,  Mr.  U.  said,  he  entertained  n<i  morbid  jealouiiea 
\l>  that  reapect,  ai  he  uaually  acted  with  Ihoae  who  re- 
garded the  substances  rather  than  the  shadows  of  thinga. 
Moreover,  air,  the  course  prescribed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  would  be  likely,  in  all  casei  of  Indian  wars. 
to  permit  the  enemy  to  aouitd  his  thrilling  war-whoop 
in  Ihe  doors  of  your  Capitol,  before  you  could  prepare 
to  resist,  if  such  preparation  depended  upon  Ihe  passage 
of  an  appropriation  bill  here  in  the  usual  progress  of 
•uch  thinga. 

Mr.  RRIGGS  denied  Ihat  thoae  gentlemen  who  were 
In  favor  ofadiatribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  beyond 
what  was  required  for  the  wania  of  the  Government, 
wereinfluencedbyaordid  or  mercenary  motives,  or  that. 
If  such  a  law  were  paaaed,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
•ppropriation*. 

Hr.  HOLSEY  replied  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  #ntere<l  into  a  brief  italement  of  the  causes  leading 
to  the  hostilit'ea  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  should  not  inflict  on  the  Mouse  a 
tpeech,  hut  he  must  take  occasion  to  aay  Ihat  he  re- 
gretted, deeply  regretted,  that  a  lubject  uf  such  press- 
ing moment  shotild  be  made  the  topic  of  such  enlarged 


diicusaiona,  and  particularly  of  party  discnsvon.  Mr.  L. 
aaid  he  was  a  party  man,  and,  in  a  partisan  war,  ha 
generally  fought  as  honest  a  fight  as  any  other  gentte> 
man  on  this  flnori  but  there  were  times  when  party 
should  be  lost  in  country,  and  he  thought  tliia  wai  atich 
a  time-  Sir,  I  consider  Ihe  life  of  one  of  my  conatiiu- 
enia,  even  the  humblea',  as  of  mire  importance  than 
every  ipeech  which  has  been,  or  can  be,  made  on  ttiia 
subject.  If  gentlemen  are  friendly  to  this  measairr,  if 
thry  wish  In  help  me,  or  lo  help  my  bleeding  conMlttt- 
enis,  let  Ihem  give  me  their  votes,  and  nut  their 
speeches.     1  trust  thia  bill  will  pas*  instanter,  and  be 


ihe  proihptett  action  to  stop  theeRuson 
of  innocent  blood-  I  will  not,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  not,  atnp  lo  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  war, 
Whut,  sir,  shall  we  institute  an  inquiry  Into  (be  causes 
ofawar.and  that  an  Indian  war,  when  the  varlaal. 
ready  raging  will)  alt  lis  horrors^  Sir,  would  Ihe  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  if 'the  Indian  tomahawk  waa  levrllcd 
at  hia  life,  calmly  inquire  of  the  aavage  for  what  cause 
he  was  assailed,  or  would  he  not  instantly  defend  hi|» 
•elf?  Which  wouldbethedictate  of  prudence'  Believ- 
ing thai  every  member  of  the  House  was  agreed  as  la 
the  paiaage  of  this  bill,  I  will,  lo  avoid  all  delay,  move 
the  previous  queation- 

I'he  previous  question  wsa  accorded  iiem.  con.,  and 
the  main  question  being  ordered  to  be  put,  the  bill  WU 
then  ordered  In  be  engriisard  for  a  third  r«sding'naw- 

Mr.  HMIDIN  made  a  few  remarks  in  rrply  to  the  r«. 
m»rk  of  the  gentlemm  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr- 
SriiORT,]  that  Ihe  troubles  wilh  Ihe  Indians  grtw  oul 
of  theoppoiilifln  to  the  removal  of  the  Indiana.  He  re- 
pelled that  idea,  for  he  was  perfectly  salibfied  that,  let 
the  Indians  be  removed  as  fir- west  as  possible,  alill  they 
would  be  encroached  upon  by  the  whiles.  He  saw  but 
one  remedy,  and  (hat  was  lo  civilize  them,  and  make 
Ibetn  part  ofour  own  family,  or  rite  to  exterminate  Ibem, 

Mr.  WISE  iletailed  some  [:ircum stances  connecteil 
with  the  operations  under  the  Seminole  treaty,  which 
were  probably  the  cause  of  the  war,  which  had  been 
furnished  to  him  from  a  source  upon  wbicb  he  could 
rely. 

Mr.  MILLSR  moved  the  previous  questioiit  which 
was  seconded  without  a  count;  and  the.  main  queatiun, 
being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  was  ordered  lo  bc  put) 
and,  being  put,  waa  agreed  lo  nem.  eon. 

So  the  bill  wsa  passed)  and 

The  Houae  adjourned. 

TRoaaDiT,  Mar  19. 

ABOLITION  REPORT- 

The   House  resumed,  aa  the  unfinished   buaineaa  of 

yesterday,  the  conaideralion  of  ihe  report  and  reaolutinns 

from  the  aeleel  committee  on  the  subject  of  (lie  abolition 

of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  Ihe  motion  of  Mr.  RsBiBTVoa 
to  recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  to  repott  • 
resoluiion  declaring  that  Congress  has  no  coniiilutlonal 
power  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia- 
Mr.  BTNCM,  who  was  entitled  to  the  6aur,  spoke  at 
considerable  length.  He  observed  that  it  had  been 
said  by  certain  gentlemen  that  Ihey  were  disappointed 
in  the  report;  that  it  waa  just  such  a  report  as  had  been 
anlicipBled  by  them.  In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B.  said  Ihat 
the  oppoaition  lo  this  repovt  was  just  eurh  Identical  op- 
position as  he  had  anticipated.  He  was  prepared  toei- 
pecl  that  the  report  would  not  meet  the  appiobation  of 
certain  gentlemen  in  that  House,  and  he  was  not  at  all 
surprised  at  this  oppoaition-     II  was  surprising  that  gen- 
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tletncn  were  prepircil,  u  by  Intuitiotii  to  condemn  » 
repnrt  of  immente  lengthi  ani]  ihut  tbece  g^entlemen 
perfrclly  undrntuod  the  report  without  hxing  it  print- 
ed for  examinXian.  IT,  Unvrever,  the  itatemenli  of 
^nlleinen  orho  h*d  Oppoied  Ihe  printing  oF  the  report 
vete  tube  taken  ai  good  fur  any  lliinf;,  it  was  the  at  ran  g- 
eat  evidence  that  the  report  ihould  be  printed  Tor  the 
conilderition  ortlial  body  and  orihenaiion.  It  waadue 
lo  the  lionorable  chii'man  of  ihe  cotumittee  who  had 
made  that  report,  that  it  ihouid  be  printed,  becauae  hit 
mativM  and  hia  reaioni  had  been  denounced  on  that 
fiuar,  and  Ihia  document  ahoiild  be  printed  ai  hia  de- 
fence. He  ought  la  hive  it  laid  before  the  people,  who 
were  to  judge  him.  It  would  be  aii  act  of  injualice  of 
the  moat  crying  kind  lo  re  Fuse  (o  print  tliiaUocunienli 
that  gentleman  had  a  riglit  to  be  heard  beCore  that 
Houae  and  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  wa*  not  prepared  (o  lay  that  he  would  aanc- 
lion  every  itntimeni  and  every  principle  laid  down  in 
Ihia  rrporlj  but  he  was  prepared  to  aay  that  he  would 
look  into  it,  and  give  it  hia  impartial  eonaideraiion,  and 
tie  frit  bimietf  free  to  act  after   reading  it.     But  the 

Sentleman  Trom  Virginia  [»r.  Rnaaatauir]  had  atateil 
tat  the  report  aurreudered  every  thing  to  the  abolltion- 
ilta.  It  waaa  mlatiike.  Nciiherlhe  Hnuae  nor  there- 
port,  to  far  ai  met  hia  obiervilion,  surrendered  any  thing 
to  Ihe  abolilionlati.  The  very  object  which  Ihe  aboll- 
tionisla  contended  fur  hxl  been  met  by  the  Hnuie,  and 
refuaed  Ihemi  yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  uid  that 
they  had  surrendered  every  thing  to  the  abolitioniila. 

[Mr.  KoBUBTaaa  exprnined.  He  had  aaid  that  thry 
bad  aurrendered  every  lliltig  which  Ihe  abulitiotiiala  ex- 

Hr.  BtKOK  «aa  glati  he  had  miatinderatond  Ihe  gen- 
tleman. He  (lid  1101,  however,  know  wtiu  the  abolition- 
iala  elpeeled,  becauae  he  waa  not  in  Iheir  aecreti,  and 
beld  nu  convcraation  with  Ihal  description  of  men.  They 
Vcrc  at  war  with  <he  beat  intrreila  uf  tlie  North  aa  well 
■a  ihe  South)  and  be  did  not  know  what  they  esprcied, 
except  an  fai'  ai  their  peliliuna  went  for  Ihe  abolilion  of 
■lavery  in  thia  Diitricli  and  Ihal  question  had  been  met 
by  the  House,  and  he  thanked  God  ll»t  it  had.  Gentle- 
men had  Bairl  lliit  lliey  had  heard  Ihia  report  read  witli 
deep  aurpriie,  becauae  it  did  not  contain  all  that  Ihe 
Soulh  contended  fort  Ihal  it  wa>  not  calculated  to  allay 
the  excited  feelinga  uf  the  Soulh.  Hr.  B.  waa  perfectly 
•ware  Ihat  Ihia  report  would  not  give  peace  to  llie  ex- 
cited fcehnga  of  >o me  gentlemen  in  the  Southland  noth- 
ing but  a  place  in  a  certain  houae,  not  far  diatanl  rrnin 
Dili  Capitol,  would  give  peace  to  certain  genllemen  of 
llie  Soulh. 

II  araa  thouglit  by  tome  gentlemen  that  (here  vai 
nothing  Sou  I  hern  and  nothing  patriotic  except  that  which 
came  from  South  Carolina.  Mr.  B.  had  not  been  de- 
(iroua  of  entering  into  a  diacuaaion  of  thiaqiiesiiun,  be- 
cauM  it  wa*  altn  extremely  ilelicaie  and  aeniitive  char- 
acter to  the  South.  He  believed  it  could  not  be  bene- 
ficial to  Ihe  South)  and,  ai  a  alaveliulder,  the  half  of 
whoae  properly  coniiated  in  alavea,  he  entered  hi*  pro- 
leat  againat  it,  bcca<iie,  in  hia  humble  opinion,  he  con- 
iidered  it  aa  calcutated  to  injure  and  prualrale  the  South. 
Renllemen  frem  the  Soulh  aaaumed  pohtionafrum  which 
»hey  were  driven,  and  py  ihii  meana  impuUllona  were 
call  upon  the  South.  Willi  reipect  to  Ihe  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginln,  lie  would  have  no  ub- 
Jeclion  to  voling  for  it,  when  il  ahoutd  be  brought  up  a* 
a  national  meaaure,  and  brought  up  in  ila  proper  place, 
and  in  a  siluaiion  in  which  lie  would  be  compelled  lo 
voleun  ill  but  he  did  nul  conaider  ihii  a  fll  place  to 
bring  in  tliia  propoiition.  The  gentleman  mutt  have 
■een,  by  what  look  place  in  another  body  in  relation  to 
thii  aubject,  that  the  Soulli  were  divided.  The  Ben- 
Mora  from  ScDluck;,  aswtUai  froni  Harylaodt  baddii' 


aented  from  ihe  courae  which  ioms  other  Southern  gen- 
tlemen wiahed  lo  pulque.  Mr.  B.  conaidered  it  highly - 
impoillic  lo  cill  upnn  the  Houae  lo  decide  aquealion 
like  thia,  when  the  South  waa  divided  againat  ilieir,  and 
when  they  could  not  expect  lo  meet  with  any  thing  but 
defeat.  He  could  not  aee  liow  the  gentleman  could 
preaa  thia  propoaiiion,  unleaa  it  waa  becauae  that  th« 
parly  vilh  which  he  acted  were  more  accustomed  to 
drfeaU  than  Hr.  B.  waa.  Mr.  D.  aaid  a  large  majority 
of  Ihe  people  of  the  North  had  met  (he  Soulh  in  the 
'  '\  ofeompromiae  on  ihia  queation,  and  had  aaid,  al- 
jti  there  might  be  lomc  doubt  in  relation  lo  the  con- 
atitulional  queation  in  the  Dialriet,  atill  they  would  not 
touch  even  alavery  in  the  Diatricl.  He  waa  aware  that, 
in  conicquence  of  the  course  he  had  taken  on  ihia  oc- 
caaion,  he  wai  lo  be  attacked  and  denounced,  both  in 
Ihe  Houae  and  out  of  it,  ai  he  had  lately  been  denoun- 
ced by  Ihe  conlemplible  lick-apiltle  edimr  ofthe  Balti- 
more Chronicle,  aa  being  a  traitor  to  the  inlercitaof  the 
South.  Beaidea  thia,  communicaliona  were  aent  from 
Ihia  hall,  denouncing  M'.  n.  and  every  man  who  acted 
wiih  him,  and  pronouncing  high  eutogiea  on  thoae  other 
gentlemen  who  were  now  *o  ready  to  preaa  thii  quea- 
lioni  and  who  waa  it  lo  be  guppoaed  prepared  theae 
communieationa?  Fortunalely,  he  had  a  pamphlet  put 
in  hia  handi  which  would  mark  the  individual  who  had 
been  propagating  Iheae  alandera.  He  wished  Ihe  Houie 
to  hear  what  ihia  individual,  who  wiahed  lo  be  the  now 
guardian  of  the  interealanf  Ihe  S»ulh,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  preaa,  had  heretofore  aai<l.  Mr.  B.  then 
read  the  following  exiracta  from  ihe  pamphlet) 

••  I  am  here,  (lien,  lo  tell  what  1  know  lo  be  true  of 
a  mucli-injiired  and  deeply-calumniated  mini  and  I  know 
a*  well  aa  any,  that,  of  all  men,  he  need  not  fear  that  the 
iru'h  ahoiild  be  told."  ♦  »  »  • 

"  From  hia  priaon  in  Baltimore  he  waa  relieved  by  the 
noble  brnevolence  of  Arlhur  Tappan,  who  paid  the  Fine 
in  default  of  which  he  had  been  confined,  anil  aent  him 
once  more  to  proaecute  the  aelf-denying  errand  upon 
which,  with  a  full  view  of  all  the  coat,  he  had  voluntarily 
embarked."        ••«»•• 

"  Wiih  a  Boul  that,  like  the  flower  that  eRiita  fra- 
grance from  ila  wounda,  only  rose  higher  the  more  it  wai 
trampled  upon,  hr  came  back  lo  New  Engtinit.  Ha 
had  felt,  by  experience,  what  before  he  liad  only  Ima- 
ginedi  and,imBginii>g,  had  lifleil  up  hia  voice  igiinai — lh« 
degrading  pressure  of  bodily  cnnfinemenli  and  now  Ihat 
voice  was  lo  be  atill  more  eloquently  raised  to  cniah  a 
monster  ao  cruel  and  yet  ao  pciwerfut.  He  eatablifhed 
Ihe  ■  Liberator'  preaa  in  Bnalon,  and  haa  aince  beelt 
ilatedly  and  unweariedly  engaged  In  ita  edilorship, 
Thia  paper  and  ill  editor  are  now  identified  Ihruunhout 
our  land  with  Ihe  aubject  of  emancipation.  Their 
names  ring  from  Northern  Maine  10  Southern  Oenrgiai 
the  universal  heart  of  the  colored  population  of  the  re- 
public Ihroba  with  joy  at  the  mention  of  Ihemi  the  wary, 
Calenlaling,  aelfiah  iupporlera  of  the  cohiniiition  plot, 
(alrenglhened  by  an  array  of  the  namei  ol  lome  influ- 
ential men  who  have  been  cheated  into  ila  aupport  by 
the  delusive  promise  ofadvanlagea  that  can  never  aecrue,) 
are  tnvening  the  land  from  North  to  South,  from  Eaat 
to  Weal,  to  counteract  the  influence  Ihey  are  calculated 
to  obtain — while,  at  the  mere  articulation  of  these  words, 
{■  Liberator' — '  Garriaon,')  the  gu'lty,  conic ience-tt rick- 
en  alavehiilder  howti  forth  malediction*  upon  both, 
and  iifTers  hi*  blood-atainetl  golil  a*  a  price  for  the  Lib> 
eraior'a  head."  ****** 

"  Never,  in  the  whole  of  my  experience  in  human 
nature,  hid  I  met  with  a  man  more  purely  conaeienlinua 
than  William  Lloyd  Garriaon.  Scrupulously  rrnnlful 
uf  the  right,  I  may  truly  say  that  I  never  knew  liim  to 
do  wrong.  H'la  inlercourae  wiih  hia  fellow. men  «a* 
aliraya  marked  by  ■  nice  reaped  to  the  lava  of  cotirteiyt 
c.n..-,=il^,OOglC 
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ai  &r  u  theae  did  nol  conflict  with  that  more  thin  pan- 
mount  diHy,  moral  obligitioii.  He  wai  a  devout  wor- 
■hipper  ot  trutb,  ai  a  principle,  and  he  ncTcr  compro- 
mised it  from  fear  or  fiTur.  His  intercommunication 
with  hii  rdlow-citiceni  wu  lliui  cuiutinily  characteri^ird 
by  a  loftf  independence,  which  seemei]  ralher  that  of 
the  intellectual  than  at  ihe  phyaicii  man.  Mia  religion, 
to  wIkmc  requiailion*  he  wu  alwaya  cheerfully  obe<^ent, 
taogtit  him  humllityi  and  he  via  humble  when  contem- 
platinr  hii  relation  to  hii  Maker  and  hia  felloW'men. 
Bui  wnen  be  felt  hi maelf  culled  upon  to  findicale  wjffer- 
mg  truth — to  throw  himielf  into  the  arena  of  itrife  for 
the  support  of  princ  plr,  to  become  the  champion  of 
moral  and  religioui  obligation — he  waa  not,  for  (hen  it 
would  bave  been  criminal  to  be,  bumble  or  tutrmitiiTe. 
HsTini;,  by  a  careful  and  (Irict  inTeatigalioa  of  hia  poai- 
tive  anil  relative  dutiea,  arrired  at  a  conacienliou*  convic- 
tion of  the  rectitude  of  any  particular  pathto  be  pursued, 
he  fixed  hii  eye  resolutely  on  Ihe  high  motive  which 
urged  him  onward,  ai  his  polar  star,  and  fearlensly  trod 
therein,  although  his  coune  might  be  solitary." 

Now,  said  Ur.  H.,  who  do  j'ou  suppose  this  wss  that 
spoke  In  this  kind  ofstyleof  Hr.  Lloyd  Garrison'  This 
was  the  very  nun  who  had  arraigned  him  fur  being  want- 
ing in  friendship  to  Southern  men  and  9uuthem  rigbUi 
as  WDUid  be  seen  by  Ihe  following  extract: 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  managers  oflhe  Maine 
Anti-ilaiery  Society,  holden  at  Portland,  at  the  ChriS' 
Vnn  Chapel,  on  Friday,  November  1,  IS33,  (•<  General 
Feisenden  in  Ihe  chair,) 

"  FiHtd,  That  James  F.  Otis,  Esquire,  be  reqoested 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  Ihe  address,  jubt  delivered  before 
this  board,  for  publication. 

Attest  1  DANIEL  C.  COLLF.S WORTHY, 

Beeording  Sierttary," 

Hr.  B.  had  been  informed  that  this  individual  acted  in 
concert  here  with  a  certain  party  from  the  South,  lo 
make  the  Southern  people  bcleve  that  Mr.  B  ,  an<l 
Ihoie  who  acted  with  Ihem,  had  deserted  the  Interests  of 
the  people  of  the  South)  that  this  man  wss  the  eulo- 
gist of  every  tocnber  that  belonged  lo  a  ccrtsin  psriy, 
and  the  denouncer  of  Mr.  B.,  and  every  one  who  icted 
with  him,  in  laking  a  stand  for  the  prople  of  the  Boulh. 
Hr.  B.  did  nol  know  wliether  these  circumstsnces  were 
true,  M  he  held  no  communication  with  this  person,  snd 
he  would  warn  other  Southern  gentlemen  to  beware  of 
•uch  men. 

There  waa  another  paper,  printed  in  this  city,  which 
propagated  these  ilanderii,  the  editor  of  which  had  been 
striving  for  four  long  yean — had  been  striving  lo  get  up 
ad.fficultyhetwtentheNnrthsndlheSoulh.  Mr.  B.said 
there  were  many  other  pasiagesln  the  pamphlet  he  had 
read,  which  were  more  calculated  to  eicite  the  feeling 
of  Southern  men  than  the  ones  alluded  to.  He  had  read 
enough,  however,  to  mark  the  individual,  if  he  be  the 
mint  and  common  report  said  he  was  the  one  who  had 
been  ende«vi>ring  to  set  Southern  genilemen  by  the 
■an:  Attempts  had  been  msde  to  c»t  imputationt  on 
the  parly  with  whom  he  acted  in  relation  to  t hia  subject) 
and,  if  it  waa  nol  out  oforder,  he  would  call  upon  the 
(^tlrman  of  Ihe  committee  who  had  made  this  report,  lo 
■ay  what  party  had  generally  introduced  thrae  abolition 
memorials,  and  what  number  of  those  that  belonged  to 
the  parly  with  «  hich  he  acted  had  signed  them. 

Hr.  PINCRNKY,  in  reply  lo  this  call  upon  him, 
declined  giving  any  explanation.  He  could  not  do  so, 
eonsiiienlly  with  a  sense  of  proprieiy,  upon  the  call  of 
Ml  ittdividual  member.  If  Ibe  House  required  it,  he 
would  stale  all  that  he  knew  respecting  Ihe  memoriala, 
but  not  otherwiae.  He  had  ciamincd  them  very  carefuU 
ly,  and  had  msde  a  schedule  of  Ihe  places  and  States 
they  came  from,  and  of  the  aggre^le  number  of  memo- 
riataandrigiiatures.    Hebidnolbuigladoiritb  party,  in 


reference  to  ilivery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any 
thing  that  might  have  Ihe  remotest  tendency  lo  excile 
sny  psrty  feeling  on  the  aubject.  It  waa  not  amias, 
however,  he  thought,  to  slate  that  the  whole  number  of 
memorials  presented  to  Congreas  this  seasion  amounted 
to  one  hundred  an<l  sevenly-aix)  that  ihey  came  from  lea 
States,  embracing  an  ag^regile  population  of  nearly 
eight  milliana)  that  Ihe  whole  number  of  aignaturea  wal 
about  thirty-four  thousand)  and  that,  of  those,  more  tbaa 
two  liflhs  were  femalea  He  thought  tbcae  facU  ought 
to  be  known.  The  people  of  the  South  ought  to  know 
every  thing  respecting  these  memoriala.  Tbey  could 
see  the  immense  disproportion  between  ihe  millions  of 
freemen  who  are  determined  to  maintain  their  eonilllu- 
tional  obligalions  Co  their  Southern  brethren,  snd  the 
bsnd  of  incendiary  agitator!  who  would  trample  on  all 
laws,  human  and  divine,  in  Ihe  relentleaa  prosecution  of 
their  diabolicaldesigns.  He  bellevedihat  there  never  wu 
a  healthier  tone  ol  aenliment  In  Ihe  non-slaveholding 
Stsle*,  in  reference  to  Ihe  domestic  institutiona  of  tha 
South,  than  at  this  moment.  There  wss,  unquestion- 
ably, abundant  reaaon  for  vigilance  and  caution  in  rela- 
tion to  Ihe  fanalicB)  but  Ihere  waa  also  abundant  reaion 
to  rely  on  (he  enlightened  patriotism  of  the  non-alave- 
hohling  States.  There  are  great  monl  causes  at  work 
in  &vor  of  the  South.  We  should  trust  their  efficacy, 
and  WHlch  their  progress.  The  people  of  the  non-alave- 
holdiiig  Stales  are  alive  to  (he  dangers  connected  with 
this  question,  and  ihey  are  generously  fighting  the 
battle  of  the  Siuih.  They  should  be  encouraged  by 
confidence  aitd  graiitudet  not  repelled  by  viiupemion 
and  suspicion.  Hr.  P.  said  he  deeply  regretted  that  in- 
flammatory discussion  had  sgsin  arisen  upon  this  matter. 
He  should  do  nothing  to  continue  it.  He  had  always 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  slavery  in  (he  halts  of  Coo- 
greii.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  soon  be  disposed  of, 
and  thai  peace  might  be  realored  to  the  South  and  lothe 
country.  White  he  was  up,  however,  with  the  permis- 
aion  ot  the  House,  he  would  inquire  of  Ihe  honorable 
member  from  Virglnii  whether  it  was  his  desire  to  press 
his  amendment  to  a  vote. 

[Hr.  RoBiBTBoa  replied,  unquestionably  it  was.] 
Hr.  PincaLHii  then  said,  if  that  was  hia  object,  and 
s  vote  should  be  taken,  he  ahould  certainly  vote  for  Ihe 
amrndmenl.  Hr.  P.  held,  and  always  had  held,  (hut 
Congreas  poaaekses  no  conalitutiOnal  authority  to  aholidi 
slavery  in  liie  District  uf  Columbia.  He  thought  it  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration,  (t  had  been  his  opinion,  long 
before  it  w>s  ever  miked  of  by  many  who  now  ride  upon 
it  aa  a  hobby.  The  gentleman  had  aaid  that  the  report 
gave  up  the  constitutional  queation.  It  does  no  such 
thing.  It  suetts  distinetly  the  contrary,  considering 
Congress  aa  the  National  Legislsture  of  the  Union,  As 
regards  its  power  as  a  local  Legislature,  no  opinion  is 
expressed.  Congreu  remains  uncommitted  upon  that 
point.  No  decision  haseverbeen  mide  upon  it  fay  cither 
Housrt  and  why  ahould  a  decision  be  called  for  Bow^ 
What  would  be  tliouglit  of  any  Southern  man  who 
shnuld  move  the  resolutiun  declaring  (hat  Congreas  dora 
nol  possess  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  Ihe  District  of 
Cutumbia.  Now,  he  had  no  doubl.  that  if  Ihe  House 
were  pressed  lo  vote  upon  a  resolution  denying  such 
power,  it  would  be  rrjccled,  and  moat  probably  by  a  targe 
majority.  He  did  not  know  (he  lac(,  of  course,  aa  no 
man  can  know  any  thing  (lia(  has  nol  sciualiy  taken 
place.  But  it  wis  his  decided  conticlion  that  such 
would  be  the  result.  The  South  would  be  bratc n,  a*  it 
had  been  in  Ihe  Senate  on  the  quesdon  of  reception. 
One  defeat  was  enough.  He  did  not  deure  another. 
That  wss  the  reason  he  had  avoided  pressing  the  House 
upon  the  abstract  queitiona  of  ihe  right  of  petition,  sad 
the  acttui  autliorily  of  Congress  over  slavery  in  tbe  Dii- 
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H«  had  no  doubt  lh»t  the  SwiUi  would  havs  been 
betten  upon  both  ^oundi,  becaiue  he  knew  ihit  ihe 
South  itaeir  WM  divided  on  thoie  queitioni.  The  rote 
in  the  Senate  proved  that  diitincllj.  But,  in  Ihi*  cue, 
tbe  reeult,  ifgiven  «pinit  the  South,  would  be  hr  niore 
At*)  tkin  ever  on  the  quettion  of  reception.  It  wu  an 
eitabliibed  parliament* rj  principle,  tbit  where  amotion 
■1  made  to  diaagree  to  a  propoiition,  and  that  it  rejected, 
it  n  in  efTect  ■  vote  to  agree  to  it|  and,  upon  tbe  mine 
principle,  a  rerunl  to  reject  U  a  *ole  to  adopt,  and  a 
reftual  to  den;  ii  a  vole  to  affirm.  It  rollowa  clearly, 
therefore,  that  to  ofler  a  dlielaiiner  of  authority,  not  onlj 
with  Ihe  moral  but  tlmoat  with  the  abaolute  certain); 
Ibat  it  will  be  rejected,  i*  lilerally  tantaaiount  to  calling 
upon  Congreu  to  affirm  that  it  doei  poiien  tbi*  danj[er- 
oui  aulboritj.  And  why  tbould  any  Southern  nwn  do 
tbatf  Why  force  the  House  to  anert  a  power  it  ii  unwiU 
ling  to  auerl?  Why  compel  it  to  lake  ground  againit 
Ihe  Soulh,  and  in  &Tor  of  Ihe  bnaticii  when,  if  led  lo 
itaelf,  and  it«  mode  of  operation,  it  would  take  very 
■Irong  and  deckled  ground  in  ftivor  of  Ihe  Boulh,  and 
againK  Ihe  view*  and  objecti  of  tbe  lanalicif  What 
good  would  Ihii  do  to  the  citizena  of  thii  Diitriet,  or  to 
the  alareboMing  intercal  throughout  the  Union?  On  the 
conlrary,  erery  laan  moat  aee  that  it  woold  give  a  moat 
•niimting  impetut  to  ab«dilion,  and  place  the  peace  and 
property  of  tbe  dtiMna  of  diis  DialricI  in  immiDent 
jei^ardyi  and  not  only  Ibal,  but  that  tbe  people  of  the 
South,  cendderiiw  an  open  tMumpt  ion. of  authority  over 
akvery  in  the  Dittnot  ■•  almoit  ideutioal  with  a  deelaralion 
of  boealily  againt  tbe  inilitulion  of  daven  in  every  other 
portion  of  Ibe  Union,  might  be  inBaoted  to  meaiurei  of 
violena^  in  vindiotlion  of  tbeir  rightly  for  which  there 
neitber  ii  nor  will  be  the  alightert  abadow  of  Recemly. 
Ilr>  F>  aaid  be  did  not  Impuie  any  Mch  objccti  to  the 
honorable  mcmbet  from  Virginia^  oertainlr  nott  but  he 
looked  to  the  tendency  of  hie  morenent,  wblch  he  could 
not  but  coniider  ai  moat  diiaitrou*  lo  the  South.  Ai 
matters  now  itind,  every  thing  li  operating  favorably 
to  the  South.  The  Senate,  by  a  large  majority,  has  re- 
jected the  prayer  of  the  abolition  memorials.  Tbia  House 
'las  adopted  resolutions  pledging  the  national  faith  not 
.o  mterfer*  with  slaver;  in  Ihe  District  of  Columbia. 
The  lone  of  public  sentiiMnt  is  sound  and  puriolic  in  all 
the  wm'sUveholding  State*.  The  South,  so  hr,  is  vic- 
toriou*,  and  ever;  Uing  goes  well  for  ber  advantage  and 
securii;!  Why,  then,  press  this  abslnct  question  now* 
Why  force  a  bailie  upon  ■  ground  no  way  neceMary  to 
tbe  nfet^  of  the  South,  and  with  a  moral  certainty  of 
being  driven  from  \t>  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  psrty 
agitaliooF  Is  it  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  Ihe  South, 
with  no  shadow  of  necessity  for  such  ezciiementF  He 
could  not  believe  it.  What  then'  The  gentleman  says 
a  pledge  of  tbe  public  faiih  signi6es  nothing.  Indeed! 
What,  then,  would  a  resolution  of  disclaimer  signifyf  If 
the  House  can  rescind  Ibe  one,  so  it  can  rescind  tbe 
other.  But  tbe  House  would  be  much  mote  likely  to 
resnnd  a  mere  disclaimer  of  authority,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  an  expreHitm  of  opinion  upon  an  abstract 
point,  than  it  would  be  lo  violate  a  solemn  pledge  of  ihe 
naltwwi  faith,  which  it  could  not  do  without  shocking 
Uie  moral  sense  of  every  well-regubled  mind,  and  de- 
grading  itself  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole  civilized 
tvorld  by  iIm  palpable  commiuion  of  an  act  of  perHdy. 
Hr.  P.  said  he  had  no  fear  of  any  such  atracily.  He 
considered  the  question  settled.  The  Oovemmenl  had 
nude  a  solemn  covenant  upon  thit  subject  with  the  slave- 
holdiog  Stalest  Congress  might  vIoUte  the  conatitution; 
it  could  not,  would  not,  violate  the  public  faith.  It  was 
bound  hand  and  foot.  The  Souih  bad  nothing  now  to 
fear,  except  from  those  who  are  determined  to  continue 
the  agitation  of  slavery  for  the  purpose  of  excitement. 
Abolitionism  ha*  sttained  il*  height.  It  ha*  begun  logo 
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down,  and  will  soon  dissppesr  entirely,  if  we  do  not  hn 
Ihe  flsme  ourselves,  snd  will  only  allow  our  friend*  in 
the  non-slaveholding  Siste*  lo  Sght  Ihe  fanatics  In  their 
own  wsy,  and  not  trammel  them  in  their  operations  by 
mixing  up  extraneous  and  unnecessary  queation*  wilE 
the  subject  of  abolition.  One  word  more,  said  Hr.  P., 
*nd  I  hsve  done.  I  hive  been  charged  with  misrepresent- 
ing Ihe  South.  All  Ibat  laik  is  that  ihoae  who  nuke  the 
charge  wilt  allow  the  report  to  be  printed,  thai  tbe  peo> 

Sle  of  the  South  may  read  It  and  judge  for  thenuelves.  t 
0  not  pretend  to  be  the  Souiti,  nor  will  1  admit  that  any 
five  or  six  men  here  cantlitute  (he  South  either,  however 
they  may  be  siyled  by  certain  papen,  ibe  South—tbe 
exclusive  champions  and  theimraediate  representative* 
of  tbe  South.  Let  Ihe  people  read  the  document.  That 
is  all  I  ask)  and  then  we  shall  see  who  is  most  faithful  to 
Ihe  staveholding  interest;  Ihe  humble  individual  who 
presented  Ihe  report,  or  tboie  who  opposed  its  printingi 
and  would  rather  have  burnt  it  than  allowed  the  people 
of  Ihe  Soulh  lo  read  it. 

Hr.  BYNUH  said  he  had  asked  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  facts,  hot  as  he  did  not  choose  to 
give  them  to  him,  he  wsa  lalisfled.  HJs  object  was  lo 
nave  these  fscts  laid  before  the  people  for  their  decision, 
instead  of  Ihe  bold  assertions  whicn  were  made  in  that 
House  and  elsewhere,  without  a  single  shadow  of  proof 
to  support  ihem.  He  wished  lo  know  tbe  facts,  in  justi- 
6cition  ofthe  party  with  which  he  acted,  and  to  hsve  it 
demonslnted  whether  the  abolition  petitionen  bekmged 
tn  iK«  H.m»P.iU  „.^^  o,  ,0  the  other  parties  which 
Hr.  B.  believed  that  four  filUl* 


to  Ihe  democraiic  party,  or  to  the  other  parties  which 
-'^ed  in  opposition  toil.  --     -    ■    -       -   ."      - 
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individual*  opposed  to  Ihe  democraiic  parlyi  yet  Ihey 
were  charged,  day  afler  dsy,  by  wich  men  as  the  eulogist 
of  Arthur  Tap t»n,  with  aiding  in  keeping  up  Ihe  ex- 
citemenl,  and  with  deserting  Ihe  interest*  of  the  South. 
He  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  RoiimT- 
soa,]  what  object  he  bad  in  view  in  pressing  bis  reao- 
lutionf  He  believed  that  gentleman  bad  stated  that 
the  report  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  would  not  givo 
peace  lo  Ihe  South.  Now,  he  asked  tha  honorable 
gentleman  if  hi*  resolution  would  give  peace  to  the 
South?  He  feared  not.  The  gentletnan  could  not  sup- 
pose that  it  would  pass)  he  bad  loo  much  intelligence  to 

Mr.  B.  said,  •*  a  Soulbeni  man,  he  would  go  as  tkr 
as  bim  who  went  farthest  in  defence  of  Southern  rigblsi 
but  he  protested,  on  behalf  of  that  party  with  whom  b* 
acted,  and,  Ibank  God,  be  acted  with  the  msjoriiy  on 
that  floor,  againsl  the  policy  adopted  by  those  persom 
who  had   liken  upon  themselves  to  be  Ihe  peculiar 

Eardian*  of  the  Soulh.  He  had  not  liitened  to  all  Ihe 
tail*  of  tbe  report,  as  be  had  thought  that  it  was  lo 
take  the  uausi  course,  and  be  printed,  so  that  he  would 
have  an  opportunity  lo  read  and  deliberate  upon  it<  and 
be  expected,  after  this  deliberation,  that  he  should  hav« 
been  prepared  to  vole  underalandingi;  on  the  subject  i 
and  Ihe  conlrarlely  of  opinions  with  respect .  to  ihis  re- 
port was  sufficient  evidence  that  it  should  be  printed  in 
some  shape  or  other,  so  that  genllenven  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  it.  He  did  not  care  whe- 
ther they  bad  printed  6ve  thousand,  ten  thounnd,  or 
twenty  thousand  copieai  but  he  wantnl  it  printed  for  hie 
own  benefit,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Ihe 
country. 

Hr.  ROBERTSON  rose  in  reply  to  the  gentlemen 
from  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolinsi,  and  in  support 

The  morning  hour  having  expired,  the  House  proceed- 
ed lo  the  orders  of  the  day. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  HILLER,  and  by  general  conaent, 
the  usual  number  of  the  report  made  1»  Mr.  Ptaexvar, 
on  Ibe  subject  of  abdiliou,  was  urdorcdio  be  printed. 
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The  HouM  Ihen 
adopted  lome  day*       .... 

Mr.  CONNOR,  resolred  ittelf  into  ■  CDinmittec  ofthe 
Wliale  on  the  itite  of  Ihe  Union,  (Hr.  Suthulabd  in 
Ibe  chiir,)  and  took  uplbe  bill  to  change  the  orgvniii- 
lion  ofthe  Post  OHice  Department,  and  to  proride  more 
effectually  Tor  Ihe  Kttiement  of  the  accounts  thereof. 

Mr.  CONNOR  remarked  that  he  should  not  then  Uke 
np  any  time  in  detDilin;;  the  provitiona  of  the  bill,'  but 
would  msrdy  iiate  that  th«  bill  had  been  drawn  up  with 
rreat  care,  and  had  been  unanimouily  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poat  Road*.  He  mu- 
red that  the  bill  be  taken  up  by  aectiona,  adding  that  be 
waa  inatrucled  by  that  eommillee  to  move  ■  variety  of 
kiDCndnMnta,  which  he  abould  do  u  the  MCtioni  were 

Tbe  bill  waa  accordingly  taken  up  by  Mctiona,  and  va- 
rioua  amendmenla,  moved  byUr.  CDaKo>,twere  agreed 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  toamend  the  Bth  tection,  which 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  "an  Auditor  of  tho 
Foat  Office  Department,"  by  itriking  out  thOM  worda 
•nd  inaening  ">  Sixth  Auditor  ofthe  Treasury;"  and  to 
further  amend  the  cUuie  by  making  the  laid  officer  per- 
form hia  dutiea  at  the  requirement  of  the  "  Secretary  of 
tbe  TreMulTi"  instead  of  the  "  Postmaster  General," 
M  In  the  bill.  Mr.  E.  britSy  explained  Ihe  object  of 
hb  amendment  to  be  to  disconnect  the  Pott  Office  De- 
partment from  the  Treaiury. 

Hr.  CONNOR  remarked,  (hat  tbougli  there  was  no 
particular  objection  to  the  plan  proposed,  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  would  work  as  well  as  the  propogition  of  the 
oommiitee.  It  aeemed  to  him  that  Ihe  connexion  be- 
tween Ihe  Post  Office  Department  and  the  Auditor  waa 
mceasarily  eloaer  than  between  the  Treasury  and  the 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  in  bvor  of 
Ibe  amendment,  on  tho  principle  that  the  dutiea  of  the 
Auditor  peculiarly  belonged  to  the  Trcatiiry  Depart- 
ment, and  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaiury  be  should  be 
TMponiible. 
'    Hr.  BRIGG3  briefly  opposed  tbe  amendment. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  thought  the  amendment 
n  to  effect  the  object  the  gentleman 
'  '-  -'ew.  He  said  the  object  of  ihe 
render  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment independent  of  tbe  other  Departments,  and  Ibiahad 
been  carried  out  where  practicable.  In  the  ease  of  the 
Audilior,  he  had  been  placed  ai  independently  aa  poa- 
•ible  from  reaponaibilily  to  the  t'oitmaster  Genera),  ex- 
cept in  one  initance.  Tbe  object  was  to  keep  the  fundi 
ofthe  Port  Office  Department  distinct,  to  that  they  should 
not  be  mixed  up  with  tbe  general  fiinds  of  the  country, 
and  thereby  provide  an  effectual  check  for  Ihe  dirburse- 

Hr.  PARKER  was  in  favor  ofthe  amendment,  becauae 
a  more  efieclual  check  would  be  provided  upon  tbe 
Postmaster  General,  by  making  the  Auditor  responsible 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  than  by  keeping  him 
•ubotdinate  to  the  former,  which  would  be  no  check 
Wall. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  was  compelled  retuctanily  to 
admit  that  neither  the  original  section  nor  the  amend- 
ment met  hia  approbation.  He  saw  no  neceaiity  for 
having  an  additional  Auditor  at  all,  for  be  was  convinced 
the  duties  could  and  would  be  performed,  iflhe  House 
Mdered  it,  by  Ihe  Fifih  Auditor,  asaisted  by  the  officers 
of  Ibe  Poat  Office  Deparlmenti  and  let  that  officer  be 
called  the  Auditor  of  the  Poat  Office  Department. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  Ibat  if  they  re- 
!— J  (jij.  Department,  ihey  ought  to  take  etro  to 
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n  the  other  hand,  he  could  not 


provide  the  moat  effectual  checks.  He  was,  however, 
prepared  to  aay  that  what  waa  contemplated  by  thia  bill 
would  in  effect  be  no  check  at  all)  inasmuch  aa  all  Iho 
officer*,  the  Auditor  included,  were  to  be  nominated  in 
the  first  instance  by  the  Poslnjaater  General,  to  whom 
they  were  all  reaponaihle,  and  it  would  be  absurd  to  >up> 
pose  that  an;  check  could  he  secured  under  such  a  sya- 

A  message  here  arriving  from  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  the  message  was  announced,  in- 
forming the  Houie  that  the  Senate  intfsted  on  their 
amendment  to  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  Ifae 
United  State*  to  accept  the  aerrices  of  volunteer!,  and 
had  appointed  a  committee  of  conference  on  their  part. 

Hr.  SPEIGHT  hoped  the  Houae  would  by  gcnenl 
consent  take  up  and  consider  tbe  amendment. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  that  Ihe  House  agree  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  conference,  which  was 
agreed  to  unanimously,  and  tho  committee  on  tbe  part 
ofthe  House  ordered  to  consist  of  five  members. 

Mr.  SUITH  aaid  be  had  found  it  ottentimea  very 
difficult,  in  the  short  experience  he  had  had,  to  rightly 
comprehend  the  provisions  of  any  bill  that  night  b« 
under  consideration  <  and  still  oflener  most  difficult  to 
comprehend  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  imon  thiafloor. 
If  be  rightly  understood  tbe  proviiiona  of^  the  bill  now 
before  the  committee  on  the  oite  hand,  and  rightly 
undenlood  tbe  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 

Island  [Mr.   Piisoa]  o"  "--  —---  ■— -"   ■- '■"  — ' 
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the  provision  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  Ibat  it  ma'bes  the 
proposed  ner  officer,  the  Auditor,  the  creature  and  de- 
pendent ofthe  Postmaster  General,  And  how  will  be  be 
the  creature  ofthe  Postmaster  General^  Why,  atys  the 
gentleman,  he  will  be  designated  bj;  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eiil  to  llie  President,  and  upon  iuch  designation  be  will 
he  appointed  hy  tbe  President.  This,  it  la  said,  will  de- 
feat tbe  object  deured  in  the  creation  of  aa  AndilOT,  as 
it  will  destroy  the  check  desired  to  be  aecured  upon  the 
revenue  account*  of  tbe  Department.  Now,  to  me  it 
appears,  from  the  little  examination  I  have  bten  able  to 
give  the  provisions  of  the  SIh  section  of  this  bill, 
ttiai  the  most  independent  and  effectual  cheek  will  b« 
secured,  and  ofthe  very  character  which  tbe  gentleman 
from  Rhode  laland  seeks.  He  muat  have  overlooked 
one  ofthe  mosllmporlant  featurea  of  the  bill,  relating  to 
tbe  selection  and  appointment  ofthe  officer propoaeif. 

The  bill  nowhere  provide*  that  tbe  Auditor  shall  be 
designated  (o  tbe  President  by  the  Poalmaster  Genera). 
But  even  if  the  Poaimaster  General  should  be  connilied 
by  the  Preiident  in  Ibe  selection  of  Ibe  officer,  as  it  may 
lie  uaual  to  consult  other  heada  of  ClepartmtniB  in  the 
•election  of  auboFdinate  officers  in  those  oiher  Depart- 
ments, atill  the  bill  provides  that  the  appoiatment  sball 
be  made  by  Ihe  concurrence  of  ibe  Senate,  another  co- 
ordinate yet  independent  branch  of  tbe  Government. 
The  language  of  the  8th  section  of  tbe  bill  is,  "that 
there  rtiall  be  appointed  by  the  Preaident,  with  tbe  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  an  Auditor  of  tbe  Post  OBce  Ue- 
paitmenl,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,"  Ice.  This,  sir,  ia  the 
most  efiieienl  check  upon  the  selectiwi  of  ibis  officer, 
which  has  been  adopted  in  relation  to  Ihe  appointment 
of  Comptrollers  and  Audttora  of  tbe  other  Departmenlt 
of  the  Goremment;  and  to  meit  appear*  tbe  moat  efficient 
that  can  he  conceived  under  the  constitution.  It  render* 
the  Auditor  entirely  independent  of  the  Poatmastcr  Gen- 
eral for  his  appointment  and  place,  and  I  think  the  whole 
arrane-ement  of  his  duties  most  judiciously  and  happily 
conceived  and  provided  In  this  bill.  He  said,  from  tbe 
eiaroinalion  he  had  given  to  tbe  bill,  be  wa*  uBat>le  to 
discover  that  the  Auditor  would  be  in  any  one  important 
particular  lubj eel  to  the  dictation  or  control,  in  uiy  way. 
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of  tha  PoMniMter  General.  It  ii  traa  thtt,  bj  the  I 
leeiion,  be  li  to  nibmit  certiin  forau  tar  doinf;  bunnen, 
rebtinf  to  the  revenue  of  the  DepRrtmenI,  to  the  Pott- 
nuater  General,  >nd  the  bttar  bu  >  negatira  upon  their 
adoption.  But  in  the  leleotion  of  (be  Atiditar,  and  ': ' 
tbc  execution  ofhiidtitiea,  be  i(  made  above  thediclato 
and  control  ot  the  head  of  tb«  Depariment  in  a 
reapeeti.  I  know  not  bov  aiiob  an  office  ooald  be  built 
op,  attaebed  to  the  Depailment,  in  ■  itate  of  greater 
independence.  If,  then,  the  point  be  edabllihed,  that 
Mcb  an  oSeer  ii  eaKntial  to  the  Department,  all  the 
checki  vhiob  are  dedrable  to  be  centered  in  him  upon 
the  Department  are  lecurcd  by  (he  bill. 

Upon  the  other  point,  nr,  which  hM  been  aaneated, 
that  an  Auditor  already  provided  bj  law  can  perioral  all 
the  dutiea  of  the  propoaed  ofBctr,  not  now  having  hli 
appropriate  quantum  of  dutiei  to  perform,  I  am  anin- 
formed,  and  have  no  opinion.  But  if  there  are  gentle, 
men  upon  this  floor  who  are  informed  upon  ihii  point, 
they  can  readily  oflTer  their  amendment,  to  conform  the 
proTinona  of  thia  bill  to  tuoh  a  itate  of  ibinga,  and  aM>^ 
the  propoaed  dutiei  overto  (be  eiiattnEAudilor,  without 
Ibrowini;  any  Impediment  in  the  way  of  paiaing  thia  bill. 

Hr.  HARPBR,  of  Pennsylvania,  aaid  he  would,  when 
in  order,  more  ■  further  amendment,  to  strike  out  ■'FoW- 
master  General,"  in  the  34tb  line,  and  inaert  "Secrelary 
DftheTrea*urT,"and  to  add  the  latter  words  in  the  19tb 
line.  The  effect  of  this  amendilKnt  wis  to  make  the 
AnditoT  accountable  to  both  these  heads  of  the  two  De- 

fartmenta.  With  regard  to  Ihe  appointment  of  clerkii 
e  held  that  the  head  of  every  Department  shontd  have 
Ihe  appointment  of  all  the  clcrfc*  and  subordinate  offioen 
employed  therein. 

Hr.  EVBRETT  then  modifled  bis  amendment,  ao  ai  to 
make  it  read,  ■■  •  Sixth  Auditor  of  the  Treaaury  for  the 
Post  Office  Department." 

Ur.  HANN,  of  New  York,  believed  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  80  modified. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSOK  again  oppoMd  the  amendment. 
He  wished  the  Department  to  have  an  Auditor,  but  there 
was  no  occasion  for  creating  a  new  office  for  the  pur- 
poae.  He  wu  convinced  that  the  duties  of  tbe  Pinh 
Auditor  might  be  doabled,  and  tbe  work  could  and 
would  be  easily  done. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  HMved  to  amend  tbe  amendment  by 
•triking  out  tbe  word  ••  aistb."    Lost. 

The  first  part  of  Ihe  amendment  of  Mr.  ETEIIBTT 
was  then  sgreed  to,  and  Mr.  S.  withdrew  the  other  for 
thep 


him  should  be  transfiirred  to  tbe  offioei  of  the  Fitit  and 
Second  Auditor*. 

Tbe  CHAIR  decided  this  amendment  to  be  ant  of  or- 
der, as  tbe  one  of  the  gentlemsn  from  Vermont  had  been 

Hr.  McKEHNAN  (hen  moved  a  reooniideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  former  had  been  adopted,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  Ur.  JOHNSON  then  made  his  ma(ion. 

The  amendmen(  waa  advocated  by  Hean«.  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  MERCBR,  HARPER,  and  McKENNANi 
and  opposed  by  Heirn^  MERGER,  ADAMS,  MANN  of 
New  Tork,  and  CONNOR. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  of  the  chairman  of 
(he  Committee  on  tbe  Post  Office,  what  Inoreaae  of  ex- 
penditure was  involved  in  the  provisions  of  this  billF 

Mr.  CONNOR  replied,  a  very  trifling  one.  Tbe  only 
additional  offlcera  proposed  were  a  third  Asaistant  Post- 
master General  and  an  Auditor,  whoae  tilarie*  would  be 
whatever  Congress  might  think  fit  to  appropriate  there- 


Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  had  gone  throtigb  tbe  bill, 
and,  unless  he  was  mistaken,  it  iovolved  an  annual  aug- 
mentation of  expenditure  to  tbe  amount  of  about  tTO,0QO, 

Mr.  CONNOR  replied,  that  the  whole  amount  would 
be  probably  96,000  a  year,  via:  ^,000  each  to  the  A» 
siitaht  Postmaster  General  snd  the  Auditor. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  could  aaiure  the  gent1e< 
man  that  tbe  only  additions  msde  to  tbe  bill  were  those 
indicated  by  the  honorable  chairman,  [Ur.  Conom.] 

After  a  few  further  remark*  from  Menra.  CAVB 
JOHNSON,  HANN  of  New  Tork,  snd  CONNOR, 
tbe  amendments  were  rejected,  and  tbe  amendment  irf 
Mr.  EraaBTT  wss,  as  before,  sgreed  to. 

Mr.  GILLGT  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  tbe 
proviso  of  the  8th  lection  giving  the  Postmssier  Gene- 
ral, or  any  person  whoae  account  shill  be  settled,  and 
who  shall  be  dissatisfied  therewith,  the  power  to  appeal 
to  the  Comptroller  of  tbe  Treasury  within  six  months, 
whoae  decision  ihill  be  final  and  conclusive.  Ur.  O. 
stated  that  his  object  waa^  thst  every  account  ihould  go 
before  the  Comptroller  without  tbe  form  of  an  appeal, 
which  would  be  embarnuaed  by  rules.  He  thought  the 
providon  unnecessary,  and,  being  limited  to  six  montha, 
might  be  very  prejudicial  to  persons  at  a  distance.  Hr. 
G.  also  moved  to  insert  sn  amendment  to  leave  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Comptroller. 

Mr.  HANN,  of  New  Tork,  remarked  that  the  amend- 
ment of  hia  colleague,  if  adopted,  would  require  a  new 
office  and  twenty  additionst  clerka. 

The  amendment  waa  then  rrjected. 

Hr.  HARPER,  of  PenniylTania,  then  moved  the  flnt 
branch  of  tbe  amendnlent  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
abovej  and,  afler  a  few  remarks  H-om  Mr.  HARPER  and 
Hr.  ADAMS,  it  wai  rejected. 

The  second  branch  of  Hr.  H*bfbb's  amendment, 
being  substantially  the  same  as  tbe  second  part  of  tho 
amendment  which  Mr.EvamiTT  had  moved,  wai  agreed  to. 

Sections  from  nine  to  eighteen,  inclusive,  were  sever- 
ally agreed  to,  with  some  immilerial  amendmenta. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  to  amend  the  I9lh  section,  so 
aa  to  give  the  appointment  of  sil  the  Anittant  Poslmse- 
ters  General  to  ihe  Prcsiden'.  of  the  United  Stitei,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  tbe  Senate,  instead 
of,  aa  under  the  bill,  by  the  Postmaster  General. 

Hr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  amendment, 
becRDK  he  thought  the  appointment  of  the  aubordlnate 
officers  should  be  left  to  the  beads  of  the  Departments  in 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  saw  no  reason  (or  appointing 
an  additional  Poitmsster  General  at  all. 

Mr.  CONNOR  concurred  with  tbe  amendment,  and 
ststed  that  it  was  an  oversight  on  his  part  (hat  Ihe  pro* 
vision  waa  not  pursuant  to  the  amendment  in  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  EVERETT  withdrew  the  amendment,  iatimating 
that  he  should  renew  it  in  the  House. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  out  Ihit  part 
of  the  clause  appointing  an  additional  Foslitusttr  Oen" 
Lost. 

nNDBRWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of 
the  33d  section  as  aulhoriied  Ihe  Poatmaster  General  to 
make  extra  allowances  in  certain  cases.    Lost. 

Ur.  EVERETT  moved  to  amend  the  33d  section  of  tbe 
bill,  by  sdding  a  provisional  clause,  that  the  contracta  in 
all  cases  ihouTd  be  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said  the  eff'eet  of  the  amendment  would 
:  productive,  in  many  inatances,  of  great  inconvenience, 
..J  coniequence  of  (he  mode  of  "  straw-bidding,"  aomb 
of  the  effects  of  which  he  described.  Nominal  nr  straw, 
bids  were  not  unfreqoenily  put  in,  for  s  motive  well 
understood)  snd  if  the  Poatmaster  General  was  compelled 
>  tike  Ihe  loweit  bids  in  all  cases,  an  important  routs 
light  be  without  a  mail  for  eighty  or  ninety  days. 

Ur.  EVERETT  rcpUed  tbat  the  SJtii  wothNi  provided 
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that  the  bidder  ahoutd  Beconptny  bii  ftropoMl  b^  • 
writteo  guknntee,  ligiwd  by  one  or  ouire  reiponiible 
pcrtoiu. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  nw  no  objection  to  Ibe 
kmendment  proriding  lh*t  tbe  guKrantee  ihould  b« 
signed  by  one  or  ti^ o  poslmuten. 

After  *  few  rentrki  from  UcMr^  BBIG6S,  THOUP- 
BON  of  Soutb  Carolina,  HAWES,  and  ASHLEY,  and 
oppoted  by  Ueiira.  HOWARD,  LANE,  BOON,  and 
HUNTSMAN,  Ibe  araendment  was  agreed  (o. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moTed  to  amend  the  35lh  Mction,  by 
ciuiing  the  bidder  to  give  a  guarantee  of  "twopoat- 
mutera,"  inalead  of  one  or  more  reaponiible  penona. 
Agreed  lo. 

Mr.  EVERETT  moved  !□  atrike  out  the  SSth  lection, 
wbicb  waa  aa  follow): 

"  Sio.  36.  JnJ  bt  it  farther  tnaeltd,  That  no  coDlrMi 
for  the  transporlalion  of  the  mail  ahall  knowingly  be 
made  by  ibe  foiimaaler  Qencml,  witb  any  penon  who 
aball  have  entered  into  any  combination,  or  propoeed  to 
enter  into  any  combination,  to  prevent  the  oiaking  of 
any  bid  for  a  nail  contract  bj  any  other  peraon  or  per- 
aoni)  or  who  shill  have  made  any  agreement,  or  ahall 
have  given  or  performed,  or  promiied  lo  give  or  per- 
form, any  coniideration  whatever,  or  to  do  or  not  to  do 
any  thing  whatever,  in  order  lo  induce  any  other  peraon 
or  peraon*  not  to  bid  for  a  mail  contract.  And  if  any 
peraon  ao  ofTending  be  a  mail  (Mintraclor,  he  may  be 
forthwith  diimiMed  fromlhcMrvice  of  (he  Department." 

Ur.  MANN  of  New  Yorl^  and  Mr.  URIGQS,  oppoaed 
the  motion. 

Mr.  WISE  recommended  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  amend  the  aeclion,  rather  than  to  atrike  it  out, 
*o  ai  not  to  leave  ao  great  a  power  in  the  bandi  of  the 
PoatmaiteT  General  arbitrarily.  He  would  prefer  the 
eiiitence  of  eombinationa,  rather  than  to  leave  ao  mnch 
power  in  the  handi  of  Ibat  offleer,  without  limitation. 

Mr.  BRlGGSnidaomebodymuitbelefttodetermine, 
and  the  aection  waa  aufficienlly  explicit  In  lerma.  There 
coold  not,  h«  thought,  be  a  tribunal  inaiiiuted  for  the 
inquiry  into  tbia  matter,  and  he  hoped  the  aection  would 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  thought  tbia  section  of 
the  bill  abaoluiely  neceiaary  for  the  proper  adminiatra- 
tion  of  the  Department,  and,  upon  reflection,  he  hoped 
IhegentlemanrromVermontwould  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Vermont,  moved  ao  amendment  to  the 
aection,  giving  the  peraon  offending  the  privilege  of  de- 
fending bimieir,  and  alio  thai  depoaitiun*  ihould  be 

Hr.  GRAVES  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
reitricting  the  Poitmaater  Genera)  in  the  eserdse  of  the 
power  conferred  upon  him  by  the  aection,  except  upon 
written  evidence  before  a  tribunal  uitboriied  to  af~  '~ 
later  an  oath,  and  only  then,  upon  due  notice. 

Mr.  ADAHS  disapproved  of  the  amendmenta,  aitdlhe 
•eciion  alao,  for  it  wm  giving  too  great  a  power  to  the 
PoMmaater  General,  and  he  waiin  favor  of  striking  it  out. 

Hr.  WARDWELL  contended  that  the  power  em. 
bisced  in  the  aection  waa  abaolutely  indiapenaable  for 
carrying  on  the  Department,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
paaa  without  anendment. 

,Hr.  McGOMAS  wat  in  favor  of  compelling  the  Poit- 
mailer  General  to  give  hii  reaaona  (or  diicha^ing  a  con- 

Ur.  QARLAin>,  of  Virginia,  entered  into  a  review  of 
the  aeclion,  which,  he  aaid,  under  the  faireal  com 
Uon,  was  strangely  JncoDgruoua.  He  thonght  the 
proviiion  would  be  to  make  it  Ihe  duty  of  the  Poitmaa- 
ter General  U>  require  every  mail  contractor  to  file  his 
affidavit,  that  he  bad  no  eonneiiou  with  Ibeae  fraudulent 
combinaiionii  and  if  the  individual  was  guilty  of  perjury, 
let  bini  be  prosecuted  by  the  United  State*  attorney. 


Mr.  GRAVES  tbeo  modified  hit  amendment,  by  ■»- 
eluding  therein  the  suggeation  of  the  gentleaMB  from 

The  dbcnxsioo  waa  fiirther  continued,  in  oppMilioB  Iw 
the  amendment,  by  Meatra.  BB1009,  JUDHON,  and 
LANE,  when  the  amendment  waa  negatived,  aa  waa  the 
other  amendment. 

The  aeclion  waa  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  CONNOR,  tbe  following  section 
waa  atricken  out: 

"Skc.  31.  Jnd  bt  it  fttrthtr  tnaeted.  That  no  letter 
or  packet,  containing  any  bound  book,  or  any  article  of 
wood,  metal,  nuneral,  or  ghua,  shsll  lie  carried  in  the 
maila;  and  if  any  such  letter  ot  packet  ibill  be  placed  in 
any  post  office  for  transmisnon  by  mwl,  it  aball  be  re- 
tained by  tbe  poitmaater,  and  returned  to  the  peraon 
from  whom  it  was  received." 

On  molioo  of  Hr.  PABKBI^  Ihe  thirty-fourth  section 

is  so  amended  as  to  require  that  each  postmaMer 
hereafter  appointed  should  be  an  inhabitant  01  tbe  place 
wherein  the  appointment  waa  made. 

Tbe  hill  having  been  gone  through, 

Hr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committes  on  Ihe  Post  Of- 
fice, proposed  the  following,  as  additional  aeciiona  of 
tbe  bill: 

Sxc.  38.  And  U  it  further  tnaeltd.  That  froia  the 
tbirty-firat  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  btrndfcd 
aod  thirty-aiz,  the  folloving  ratea  of  poala^  ahall  be 
charged  upon  ill  letters  and  tmcketi  carried  in  the  mail 
of  Ihe  United  Statea,  escepting  aueh  a*  are  by  hw  ex- 
empt from  postage,  to  wit: 

For  every  nngle  letter,  or  letter  composed  of  one 
piece,  carried  not  exceeding  fifty  miles,  five  cents. 

Over  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  mile^  ten 

Over  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two  kDodrcd 
miles,  Bfteen  cent*. 

Over  two  hundred  and  not  exceeding  four  hundred 
miles,  twenty  cents. 

Over  four  hundred  and  not  exceedir^  eight  hundred 
mites,  twenty  .five  cents. 

Over  eight  hundred  miles,  tbirly  c    ' 


composed  of  three  piece*,  triple  these  raleii  and  for 
every  letter  or  packet  compoied  of  four  or  more  pieces, 
quidruple  Iheie  ntea:  Provided,  That  all  letters  and 
packets  of  one  ounce,  avoirdupoiiv  in  weight,  or  more, 
shall  be  charged  single  for  every  quarter  of  an  ounce. 

8ic.  40.  ind  bt  a  farther  enaetid,  Thit  in  caae  Ihe 
PostmMter  General  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  estibliib 
an  express  imil  on  horseback,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
mail,  on  any  of  Ihe  post  road*  in  tbe  United  Slatei,  Iih- 
the  purpose  of  conveying  slips  from  newspapers  in  lieu 
of  exchange  newapapera,  or  lettera,  other  than  auch  as 
-contain  m<mey,  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weight, 
marked,  *■  express  mail,"  and  public  despatches,  be 
■hill  be  luthorized  to  chai^  ill  lelten  and  packages 
carried  by  auch  eipreia  mail  with  triple  the  ratea  of 

Eoaiage  to  which  letters  and  packeta  not  free  may  be 
y  law  lubject,  when  carried  by  tbe  ordinaty  mail*. 
Sic.  43.  And  bt  it fartker  tnadtd.  That  Ihe  Poatn 
ter  General  aball  be  authorized,  in  hia  diacretion,  to  cr 


public  interest  «nd  convenience  ahall  require)  and  for 
the  time  during  which  mail*  may  be  carried  on  aueh 
canals,  or  any  parte  thereof,  the  annnarebereby  declared 
to  be  poat  roada. 

Several  other  ■dditionalaeeliona  in  relation  to  the  regu- 
lation ol  the  Post  Office  Department  were  then,  on  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  CONNOR,  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  offered  an  Bmemlment,  of  great  length, 
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diary  pubucMkHH,  printi,  tee.  Hr.  S.  lud,  u  be  widted 
to  enter  into  the  nibject  it  length,  be  inored  tbit  tbe 
coninitlee  then  rUe,  report  the  bill  to  the  Houm,  and 
uk  leave  to  «il  tgain.    Loit:  Ajei  58,  noet  71. 

Hr.  SHIELDS  prt^xned  lo  lij  asde  thii  b31,  and 
proceed  to  the  coniideration  of  the  "  poft  route"  bill. 
NegatiTed. 

At  the  requHt  of  Hr.  LOVE,  Hr.  SHIELDS  with- 
drew hi*  amendment  Tor  the  preaent. 

The  lait  amendment,  authorizing  the  Foitmailer  Gen- 
eral to  contract  with  railroad  companici^  kc,  having 
been  aroended  ai  to  tbe  price  to  be  paid,  on  nkollon  of 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York, 

Hr.  BELL  moved  a  aubatJtate  to  the  whole  clauie,  lo 
repeal  all  lawi  prohibiting  private  individuala  or  compa- 
nie*  from  carrying  leltera  for  hire,  and  proceeded  at 
length  to  addren  the  committee  in  aupportor  the  notion. 
Mr.  HANK  (a  member  of  the  Commitle?  onthePoat 
OiSce  and  Poat  RoadiJ  addrened  the  Chair,  and  Mid  he 
could  not  forbear,  ansioui  m  be  wai  and  ai  he  knew 
the  commiltee  were,  after  thia  protracted  aitting  upon 
tbia  bili,to  treipaaa  upon  their  attention  for  one  mooient. 
Id  make  a  very  brief  reply  to  the  moat  cztraordiDary 
proposition  of  tbe  honorable  member  from  TenneMce, 
{Ur.  Bbu,]  and  hi*  (till  more  extraordinary  argument  in 
aupport  of  that  propoaitjon.  It  hai  not  been  forgotten 
(wid  Ur.  U.^  that  the  hooorable  member,  a  abort  time 
•ince,  Tavored  uj  and  the  eouDtr;,  a«  tbe  premier  in  ad- 
vance of  what  la  iomelimei  called  here  the  White  ad- 
ndniitraition,  with  a  very  lonr  and  queruloua  espo*^  of 
the  leading  principle*  enterlitned,  and  the  meaiurea  and 
policy  of  Government  proposed  to  be  punued,  by  thai 
adminiatration,  if  the  people,  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
abundant  mercy  and  lorgiveneit  of  ingralitude,  ibould 
think  proper  to  bring  it  into  power.  The  Grat  general 
reflcclioo  wbicb  naturally  occurred,  both  here  and  in  the 
countrT,'upon  Ibat  aptai,  wai,  that  if  the  new  adminia- 
tration waa  to  bare  duration  proportioned  to  the  length 
of  the  green  bag  of  ita  prime  mioiater,  it  would  be  likely 
to  become  perpetiwl,  and  in  that  reapect  might  hjive  the 
early  miafortune  to  excite  the  apprehelMioD  of  some  of  ita 
frienda.  Howcvtr,  it  appear!  now,  Hr.  Chairman,  (laid 
Hr,  U,,)  that  all  its  raeaaurea  were  not  then  unfolded,  be- 
cause perhaps  it  had  not  then  antered  into  the  phrerwied 
imagination  of  the  honorable  member,  or  any  of  the 
under  scorelariet,  that  it  would  be  a  republican  meaaure 
to  abollsli  tbe  Post  Office  Department,  which  would 
title  him  to  the  special  gratitude  of  the  republic,  on 
ground  that  it  is  a  monopoly!  A  monopoly,  tbe  bonorsble 
member  vehemently  satures  us,  sasumed  without  any  au- 
thority of  the  constitution!  A  monopoly,  indeed,  Hr. 
Chairman,  ofoonveying  intelligence  to  a  free  people,  of 
which  the  honorable  member  may  persuade  himself  hs 
has  cause  to  complain,  although,  let  me  assure  him,  he 
ha*  twT  more  cause  to  "fear  and  tremble."  A  moDopoly, 
sir!  Can  a  free  miit  and  a  free  press,  in  tbe  hands  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  people,  open  and  aecured  to  all 
alike,  be  a  monopoly,  odious  to  tbe  honorable  member 
and  obnoxious  <o  the  conMilutlon  and  the  insiitutiona  of 
civil  liberty'  Hr.  Cbairaun,  I  know  not,  (said  Hr.  H.,} 
how  to  expreas  my  surprise  at  the  proposition  now  sul^ 
milled,  and  the  position  assumed  in  the  aignment— I  con- 
less  my  utter  aatonishmenl.  1  am,  Hr.  Chairman,  almost 
overwhelmed  with  amazement  at  the  atrange  measure 
Bow  propoaed  by  the  bononble  genllemin,  and  more 
strange  argument  by  which  he  urges  its  acceptance  by 
this  committee,  that  the  Post  OfKce  establishment  is  i 
monopoly,  assumed  without  authority  of  tbe  constitution! 
My  surprise  is  augmented,  when  1  recollect  that  this 
measure  i*  proposed  by  a  gentleman  from  tbe  South- 
western portion  of  this  confederacy,  whose  eonatituenta 
»re,  if  posaible,  more  deeply  interested  in  the  Peal  Office 


ettabliabmeBl  than  those  of  any  other  part*  of  tbe  Unioa, 
deriving  from  it  those  inettimable  advantagea  of  inter- 
communication with  their  brethren  throughout  our  wide 
domain— polilicsl,  oomraerdal,  civil,  and  religious— witb- 
i»t  which  the  institutions  oF  society  would  searee  be 
worth  maintaining.  Yet  does  tbe  worthy  member  pr«- 
poae  virtually  to  abolish  the  Poat  Office  eftablUifMnt— 
to  dry  up  all  the  fountain*  and  stream*  of  inlelli^nee  to 
his  people,  by  cutting  off,  with  a  rude  and  tinaiatd  ban^t 
all  the  means  of  public  and  regular  communkatkMi,  pro- 
vided, contndled,  and  aecuretC  hy  public  law. 

Sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,)  if  tbe  hooorable  gentleman  frooi 
Tenneaaee  should  propoee  to  tbb  House  to  paa*  an  act  of 
oblivion  Itar  hia  past  etron^  and  of  forgetfuinett  aikl  for- 
gireness  for  tboie  of  the  future,  he  would  not  aMoniah 
tbe  country  tnore  than  by  hi*  present  proposal.  Bitt, 
nr,  (saidUr.  H.,]  1  must  beg  the  committee  lobear  with 
me  while  I  recur  to  the  argument  of  the  genHemsn,  who 
begins  by  informing  us  that  the  framer*  of  tbe  conttilu- 
lio»had*alittlere«ttlfor  the  Post  Office  eAbliahnent 
that  they  had  well  nigh  fbrgotlen  to  iMnlion  it  In  that 
iacred  Inatniment.  How,  then,  rir,  coold  it  have  hap- 
pened to  occur  to  them  to  Insert  this  plain  proviso*, 
"  that  Congresa  shall  have  power  to  catabllih  post  offloei 
and  pott  roadaf"  But  the  worthy  member  says  that  tbia 
doea  not  prohibit  the  State*  fh>m  exerotioff  the  same 
power.  If  this  be  true,  sir,  then  why  doea  the  honor- 
able member.  In  hi*  jealonay,  complain  of  moDopolyf  1 
know,  sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,}  a*  well  a*  the  gentlemen,  that 
the  States  are  not  expressly  inhibited  from  the  eierclse 
of  tbe  same  power)  that  there  are  teveral  caaea  where 
tbe  respective  State*  and  the  Federal  Government  have 
GOoeorrent  power*  and  juriadiction  over  the  *ame  sub> 
ject.  However,  sir,  the  honorable  member  fo>m  Ten- 
nessee knows  better  than  I  do  that  the  uniform  con- 
*truetian  of  the  highest  judicatories  of  the  land  bee 
been,  that  in  theae  caae*  of  concurrent  powcra  of  tbe 
General  and  Slate  OovemoMnts,  the  exercise  of  the 
power  by  tbe  Dniicd  States  excludes  and  pnAiblUlba 
exercise  of  the  same  power  over  the  same  mbject-mat- 
ter  bjaStateiand  thi*  from  the  iMlnre  and  eoiutruction 
of  our  Institution*  and  tbe  iieee*rit]r  of  the  caae.  1  need 
not  inform  the  gentlemen  from  Tenneaaee,  Uwt  under 
Ibis  express  grant  in  tbe  OMMtitutioD  Ooiirm**  here  ei< 
ercised  the  power  "to  e*t*blt*h  post  oOoea  and  poat 
roads,"  and,  therefore,  that  while  ibe.United  State*  oon- 
linue  the  exercise  of  (hat  power,  the  power  of  tbe  Siales 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  is  suspended. 
This  construction  of  the  constitution,  I  believe,  has  not 
been  complained  of  in  any  quarter.  If,  therefor^  the 
Post  Office  eatabllibment  of  the  United  Stalea  is  a  mo- 
nopoly, as  it  now  complained  by  the  honorable  member, 
it  results  that  it  is  a  nuinopoly  established  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Union,  beyond  the  reach,  fortunately,  of 
the  nullifying  and  levelling  process  of  Ihe  gentleman  or 
his  programme  administration. 

The  gentleman  (said  Mr.  M.)  drawa  analogies  hy  in- 
forming UB  that  Ihi*  establiahmont  of  our*  compare*  with 
those  of  Europe,  which  he  says  are  alao  monopolies 
established  for  two  purposes:  tirst,  for  political  power) 
second,  for  revenue.  These  analt^es,  sir,  are  unjust, 
and  bear  no  parallel,  because,  thinks  to  tbe  ^irit  of 
freedom,  there  is  no  psrallel  between  Ibeir  oppressive 
and  despotic  institutions  and  ours.  But,  if  there  were 
some  feature*  in  ours  obnoxious  to  the  political  sennbil- 
itie*  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  does  ll  follow 
that  one  of  those  institutions,  conferrhig  the  greatest 
benefits  upon  the  country,  (and  upon  no  part  greater 
than  upon  that  happy  portion  from  which  that  gentle- 
man comea,  by  caztjwg  to  it  •  knowledge  of  the  patri- 
otic services  upon  tbia  floor  of  their  talented  and  diMin- 
guished  Itepresentaltve,)  ahould  be  nullified  and  exter- 
ninalcdr    I  trust  (said  Hr.  H.)  ia  the  gcniu*  of  my 
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minded,  bj  »  noie  from  »  retpeoteil  and  niued  eoMcagiic 
on  the  Post  OIHce  Cammiitec,  [Mr.  Bmiaai,  of  Hmm- 
chuMtiR,]  of  the  Ul«  hour  of  the  6tj,  and  the  necetrfl]> 
oT  brevitj,  jet  I  ran  bardlj  forbttr  to  continue  my  re- 
HMfki,  hMtj  ind  deNltoi3>  ai  I  em  Kiwible  Ibey  »t», 
upon  k  proposition  irf'M  extnordinttrft  cbaMoler,  coin- 
ing From  luch  ■  lourcei  yet  I  will  obey  the  kind  admo- 
nitioD  of  my  friend  from  MMMchuietti,  and  lean  the 
bonoiable  member  and  hii  meaaurM  to  the  ezaminalion 
of  an  enllgrfalened  people,  (ruiiing  conBdantly  that  tbi* 
oomnittee  are  not  prepared  (o  entertain  for  one  moment 
longer  a  propotition  bd  entirely  aubvenira  of  the  dear- 
Mt  intereiti  of  erery  American  citisen. 

Mr.  I1AWE8  brieflyoppoacd  the  amendment. 

The  debate  mu  further  continued  by  Hewra.  BBLL, 
WlBEi  and  HAWES,  wben  the  amendnenl  va*  neg«- 
. lived  whhout  a  count. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  nibndtted  the  following 
amcndaienttt 

Amend  the  19tb  aeetlon  in  the  lial  Hne  by  ioierting 
"three"  inWcad  of  "two,"  and  by  adding  (be  wordi, 
"and  two  watchmen." 

Add  the  fallowing  peetiona  to  the  bill: 

Ati  be  it  farthtr  enaehd.  That  the  following  annual 
iriarlet  ahall  be  allowed  to  the  Aanttant  Poatmaaiers 
General,  and  to  the  clerki,  meaengen,  and  watchmen, 
pTOTided  for  the  aerrice  of  the  Pott  Office  Depertnear, 
to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  noMh,  viai 

To  tbe   three  aaiatant    PoUmMtera    General,    caeb 

To  tbe  chief  clerk,  «9,100, 

To  the  Ibree  principal  clerk%  each  |l,n>Oi 

Totenclerka,  e»ch«l,400t 

To  fifteen  clerki,  each  t1,300| 

To  eight  clerb,  each  •900) 

To  tbe  nwMenger,  99(>0; 

To  the  three  ataiitant  meaMngers,  eaeh  9G00| 

To  the  Iwowatcbmen,  each  ^00. 

BeilfiirtherenMlfd,  Tbat  the  following  annud  «Ia' 
fiet  «hall  be  allowed  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Poat  Office 
Soperiniendent,  and  to  ihe  cleib  and  nieiKngen  herein 
provided  for  the  terrice  of  hi*  office,  to  be  paid  aa  afore- 


To  ten  cleru,  each  |l,400t 

To  twenty  clerks,  each  91,300| 

To  eight  clerka,  each  1900( 

To  the  mesKnger,  ISOOs  and 

To  Ihe  aaiiitant  mcHenger,  |600. 

Afier  a  fbw  remai-ki  by  Meaira.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
GRANGER,  and  MANN  of  Nev  York,  the  amcDdmenti 
were  concurred  in :  Aye*  75,  noea  61. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  renewed  the  ■rnendment  heretofore 
elTered  by  him  in  relation  to  the  tranimiiaion  of  incendi- 
ary paper*,  be.,  through  the  mail*,  and  mored  that  the 
(ranimittee  riae  and  aak  leave  to  ait  againi  which  wai 
•greed  to:  Aye*  78,  noe*  53. 

Tbe  eomo^ttee  accordingly  roK,  and  reported  pro- 
grcB*. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  mored  to  diaeharge  Ihe 
Commiltee  of  ihe  Whale  from  the  further  conaideration 
of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it  into  Ihe  Houie, 
and  having  it  printed. 

Mr.  STOttERmovedanadjmmiiient;  negativadi  Aye* 
63,  noea  81. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  of  Hr.  Uxn 
imt  of  order. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  Ibcn  moved  lo  m«pend  the 
nilei  for  the  purpoae  of  Hbnritting  a  metioa  to  )>»ceed 


n  11  o'clock,  with  the  two  bilb  in  r^ 
lation  to  the  PoM  OfBce  Deparlmenl;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  motion  wai  made  and  carried. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  by  conient,  moved  tbat 
the  bill  and  iinendmenti  in  relation  to  ihe  organisation 
of  the  Poat  Office  Department  be  pfintedt  whicfa  waa 

Tbe  HouH  then  adjouined. 

Fbidat,  Hat  SO. 
ACCEPTANCE  OF  YOLUNTEEM. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  from  the  j  ant  committee  of  conference  oa 
the  dlngreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houiea  upon  an  amend- 
menl  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  Preiident 
of  the  Dnited  Slatea  lo  accept  Ihe  lervice  of  volunteer*, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  oome  to  no  agreement, 
and  that  he  wai  iniiructed  to  move  that  the  House  Iniitf 
on  (heir  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  Ihe  Senaie. 

[The  amendment  provide*  that  Ihe  ofGeert  shaB  be 
appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate,  initead  of  being 
appointed  by  the  volunteers,  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Stale  Gavernnienla,  sa  proposed  by  the  House.] 

In  making  Ihii  repcirt,  Hr.  Litria  adverted  to  the  ne- 
ceiiity  of  acting  speedily  an  the  billj  and  allhough  be 
had  been  inalructed  to  move  lh*t  the  House  insist  oa 
their  disagreement,  and  was  decidedly  hoatile  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  atill,  rather  than  have  no  bill, 
he  preferred  to  take  the  prbpoiition  of  the  Senatei 
and  he  hoped  some  gentleman  would  move  that  Ihe 
House  recede  from  the>T>  disagreement,  and  thus  let  Ibe 
bill  become  a  law.  He  adverted  lo  the  probability  of  a 
general  Indian  war,  and  the  necewiry  of  s^edily  provi- 
ding for  such  an  emergency.  He  wt*  credibly  informed 
thai  »t  le»«t  lis  thousand  Creek  warriora  were  in  arm*. 

Hr.  HELL  begged  leave  to  Hate,  from  the  Information 
which  be  had  obtained,  tbat  instead  of  there  being  six 
thouund  Indian*  in  arms,  there  had  not  been  more  than 
six  hundrrdi  and  that,  in  all  prnbsbilil}',  the  whole  in> 
aurreclion  bad  been  luppreased  before  this  time.  He 
warned  Ihe  Hou*e  not  lo  be  driven  into  meature*  by  this 
panic,  beeauae  it  could  not  be  possible  that  there  were 
sil  Ihouiand  warriors  in  the  field  in  the  Creek  nalion. 

Mr.  LEWIS  had  received  hi>  information  from  tbe 
gentleman  from  Florida,  [Hr.  Warrx,]  who  had  just 
arrived  from  the  South. 

Hr.  BELL  aaid,  even  if  the  bill  did  pais,  it  could  not 
be  carried  into  efTect  in  time  to  be  of  any  lervice  in  the 
Iniurreclion  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.  The  insorpection 
iriiiit  be  put  down  by  volunleeri  and  militia,  before  the 
troops  provided  lo  be  raised  in  Ibis  bill  could  be  brought 
into  service. 

Hr.  LEWIS  had  no  diapositir>n  to  delay  Ihe  pasH^ 
of  the  bill(  on  the  conlrary,  he  hoped  it  would  be  imme- 
diately paiaed.  He  had  stated  the  number  of  wirviotf 
at  six  thouiand.  He  believed  that  Id  be  the  number  of 
warrior*!  and,  certainly,  there  were  but  very  few  of 
those  Indiana  friendly  to  the  whites. 

Hr.  GLASCOCK  moved  that  this  House  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  Senate's  amendment)  and,  in 
making  Ihi*  motion,  be  would  remark,  he  did  not  era*- 
■ider  it  important  at  Ihia  time  lo  dispute  or  disease  tbe 
point  u  to  Ihe  actual  number  of  Indiana  now  under 
arms,  and  assuming  a  warlike  attitude.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  know  thai  many  of  his  felTow-eitizent  tod 
fallen  viclimi  to  the  tomahawk  and  seal  ping-knife,  and 
that  large  numbers  were  fleeing  from  Ihe  Slate  of  Ale- 
bama,  under  the  greatett  excitement,  panic,  and  confii- 
aion,  into  the  limlta  of  his  own  State,  fur  security  and 

Sroleetion,  to  induce  him  to  urge  and  invoke  the  imme- 
iite  action  of  the  House  on  Ihe  bill,  in  order  that  some 
final  diipoiition  might  be  made  of  il.  And  be  dii  believe 
tbe  paMBge  of  tbe  preient  bill  would  prodooe  tbe  moit 
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b«n«flcitil  rcMiltt  to  oar  whole  rrontisn,  and  wMild  hive 
n  tendencj  to  gi*e  pemuncnt  peiee  and  Mcuritj  lo  our 
injured  and  (ufferini;  citi«eni.  Ha  would,  however, 
observe  that  he  looked  with  confidenee  to  the  militia  of 
Georgia  and  Alibama  to  do  their  dut)e*i  and  he  bad  no 
feara,  it  ■□  opportuniiy  were  aflordeJ  them,  that  thcj 
would  prompt)}'  repair  lo  the  theatre  of  action,  aitd  at 
once  aubdue  the  mercileu  aingea,  and  arenge  the 
deatha  or  their  murdered  neifj^bori  and  frienda. 

But  Hr>  G.  nid  he  had  great  appreheniion  itill  *■  to 
Florida,  and  was,  indeed,  fearTuI  that  there  would  be  a 
eo^peration  with  the  SeminolM  and  the  lower  Crcekii 
in  which  event,  no  one  could  foretell  or  foreaee  what 
would  be  the  ultimate  conaequencei,  or  when  the  war 
now  raging  would  he  brought  to  a  cIok.  He  thougHit^ 
therefore,  if  the  bill  could  paM  at  once,  thouaanda  of 
▼olunteera  from  different  •ectioiu  of  the  countrr  would 
be  found  entering  the  ranki,  enrolling  themteivei  for 
Mrrice,  and  Bying  to  an;  ttandard  where  those  aerficet 
miKht  be  rcquiredi  and  he  did  believe  and  hope  many 
OF  them  would  have  the  pride  and  gratification  of  aiding 
in  brinjpng  to  a  eloie  the  unfortunate  and  ill-bted  war 
of  Florida,  and  would  ultimately  render  laating  aervieei 
on  our  Northweatern  and  other  frontieri.  Mr.  O.  then 
concluded  hia  renurki  b;  maknig  ■  itrong  appeal  lo  the 
House  to  act  at  once  on  the  hlM,  and  diapoae  of  it  aoue 
Vaf  or  other  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  wid  he  had  beard  the  re- 
niarka  of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  [Hr.  Bill] 
with  aome  lUrprise  and  alloniihment.  That  gentleman 
haa  intimated,  upon  aome  Kcond-hand  inrormation,  that 
Colonel  Crowell  hat  reported  to  aome  one  that  the  late 
movement  of  the  Creek  Indiana  ii  confined  to  a  few  indi> 
viduals,  and  haa  admoniaheduinot  to  act  upon  a  pinio  in 
pawingf  thi*  bill  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiera.     Bir, 

Siaid  Mr.  W.,]  I  do  not  believe  that  the  individual  allu- 
ed  to  haa  ever  aaid  any  fueh  thing  aa  that  now  reported 
u  colcing  from  himi  and  if  he  haa,  he  it  contradicted  by 
hia  own  printed  letter,  in  which  he  ipeiki  of  the  Creek 
nation  aa  having  engaged  in  a  general  war  againat  the 
wliitea.  1  proteat  againilany  taiem  convemtions  with 
any  individuala  being  uaed  to  prevent  Ihoae  meaaurea  of 
defence  which  theintereataof  the  country  require  at  the 
butdt  of  Cungreaa.  Tuu  have  an  official  report  from 
the  officer  in  cotnmand  at  Fort  Hilchell,  publiahed  thi« 
morning,  from  the  War  Department,  several  dajra  later 
than  the  letter  of  Colonel  Crowell,  who  hil  himtelf  fled 
from  the  country,  representing  the  whole  Creek  nation 
in  open  hostility.  Tbe  letter  refFrred  to  ia  dated  the  9th 
of  Hay,  and!  my  aelf  left  Augusta,  Georgia,  on  the  13th| 
■ind  all  the  information,  private  and  official,  up  to  that 
day,  confirms  the  report  of  an  open,  general  war,  with 
■II  its  attendant  horrors  of  savage  ■trocity  and  butchery. 
The  tallamanic  word  "  panic,"  uiuilly  applied  by  the 
rentlcmin't  old  political  frienda  lo  a  very  different  sub- 
ject, is  utterly  inapplicable  to  ■  bill  which  baa  been  drag- 
5ing  through  the  tedions  forma  of  legislation  for  more 
■an  two  months,  and  poatponed  from  time  to  time  for 
every  other  miserable  party  debate  out  of  which*  panic 
could  be  manufiictured.  What  la  the  history  of  this  bill  F 
Borne  three  months  ago  I  introduced  a  propoaition  to  or- 
ganiie  a  mounted  regiment  of  rifiemen,  to  he  added  lo 
the  armjr  of  the  United  Slatea,  to  be  employed  against 
the  Florida  Indiana,  who  were  then  cutting  the  throata 
of  the  aparae  and  unprotected  frontier  aettlemcnts.  The 
proposition  was  then  oppoeed  upon  one  frivelous  pretest 
and  another,  some  objecting,  to  know  if  the  Secretary 
of  War  waa  in  favor  of  it,  othen,,that  never-failing  and 
fiivorite  tppic  of  expend,  until  finally  I  wu  half  pertuft- 
ded  and  half  driven  to  refer  it  by  reaohition  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Af&ira.  After  sleeping  there  for  four 
weeks,  the  hill  waa  reported,  aulhoriiing  the  President 
to  ftccept  voluBtcWB  for  six  ami  twelve  montlM.     Tlwi 


bill,  like  every  other  that  doe*  not  eitliat  the  passlona  of 
party,  haa  remained  until  the  whole  fhintier  is  now  bleed- 
ing from  the  tomahawk  and  seal ping-knifei  and  tbia  war, 
like  that  of  Florida,  ia  to  be  undervalued  and  deprceia- 
ted,  a*  an  excuse  for  the  want  of  preparation. 

I  feel  that  the  people  I  represent  are  more  in  danger 
^m  thit  war  tliao  from  that  of  the  Seminolea,  disaatrooa 
and  deaolating  a«  it  bai  been.  These  Indians  occupy  • 
position  from  which,  if  pressed,  a*  they  will  be,  oo  ttM 
north  and  west,  by  the  people  of  Alabama  and  Oeorgia, 
they  must  retreat  south  and  east,  tounitewlth  their sav> 
age  alliea,  and  muat  lay  waate  and  deMruy  the  whole  coui^ 
try  between  their  aouthcm  limit  and  the  Quif  of  Mexieo. 

The  Seminole  Indians,  by  a  concerted  movement,  are 
advancing  on  middle  Florida,  The  whole  militlaforiia 
la  diabanded,  and  the  regular*  reposing  in  *'  summer 
quartera!"  The  Creek  Indians  oan  bring  Into  the  field 
IX  thousand  warriora.  At  there  ia  no  motive,  ariainc 
from  want  of  preparation  in  thi*  caie,  their  numbei*  wiO 
hardly  be  depreciated  by  the  Government.  Our  misrr- 
able  fiitle  army,  which  would  only  make  tworetpeetable 
French  or  Brititb  regimenta,  b  ;*cattered  over  four 
Uiousand  milet  of  Ibit  ezteitded  continent.  Four  con- 
panica  were  preparing  to  aail  from  New  York  fbr  Fort 
Mitchell  the  dty  before  yesterday.  These  four  oompa- 
niee  are  expected  to  penetrate  the  enemy'a  country, 
which,  if  they  venture  to  do  under  their  gallant  com- 
mander, we  ^11  have  to  mourn  over  another  tragedy 
like  that  of  the  noble  and  unfortunate  Dade  and  hia  val- 
iant companiona  in  arm*. 

Sir,  however  unpopular  it  may  be  eonadered  by  wMne, 
I  am  aaiiafled  that  the  good  ■cnae  of  the  American  peo- 


tand  mem  • 


mounted  riflemen  provided  for  in  thit  bill.  The  Idea  of 
an  oppoaltion  by  the  people  in  general  to  increaaing  the 
army  ha*  been  propagated  more  by  the  timidity  of  poli- 
ticians than  any  boatility  of  the  people  of  the  Onited 
Statei,  founded  upon  imaginary  dangera  from  the  exam- 
ple* of  other  oountrtB*.  My  ob^tion  to  ever^  part  of 
thia  bill,  except  the  provision,  intrrtcd  tince  it  wat  re- 
ported, for  a  regiment  of  dragoona  or  mounted  riflemen, 
la,  that  it  providet  for  ten  thouaand  volunteera^  who  can 
never  be  raiaed,  instead  of  ten  thouMnd  to  be  added  to 
the  army  proper.  The  experience  we  have  bad  in  ser- 
vice, and  lite  eipenae  of  raw  and  undisciplined  militia, 
ahould  have  taught  us  a  lesson  on  this  subject  fill)  of  grave 
coniideratian  and  inatruction. 

This  GoTcmment  assume  that  they  are  not  responsible 
for  losses  in  wari  and,  acting  on  that  principir,  they  in- 
differently look  on  and  tee  a  whole  frontier  desolated 
by  a  savage  enemy,  whilst  sn  empty  eontroveray  is  going 
on  whether  the  Preaidentor  the  Btateaare  tooommiasion 
officers.  Hat  the  hiatoryof  tlie  world  ever  produced  an 
example  si  mi  Isr  to  the  one  now  exhibiting  in  this  country  I 

We  have  a  population  which,  in  ten  years,  will  equal 
that  of  Great  Britain,  free  of  debt,  with  a  Treasury  liilt 
to  plethoric,  with  the  accumulated  treaauret  of  the 
people  whoae  hununity  and  patriotism  lead  them  to 
look  to  the  protection  of  eveiy  portion  of  this  confed- 
eracy, and  to  eateem  the  life  of  one  citiien  of  the  re- 
public at  above  all  pricei  and  yet  you  have  a  miserable, 
ragged  army,  who  cannot  be  coneenlraled  until  your 
frontier  ia  deluged  in  blood.  What  have  we  teen  in 
Florida>  A  WDole  people,  for  months  a|r''*'^  ■"■* 
alarmed,  flying  in  all  directiona  from  a  barbarian  enemyi 
fields  desoMted,  houses  burnt,  and  women  and  children 
driven  to  fortified  placea,  to  be  caii  off  by  insolent  aubal- 
temt,  with  Uie  refutal  of  whtt  was  ofTered  by  the  humani- 
ty of  Congreia.  Thit  it  no  exaggerated  picture  of  that 
,  Ronlier.     For  weeks^  afVcr  act*  of  nptoriout  villanj  and 
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Bufder,  we  m  thit  gfilUnt  and  vetertn  officer.  General 
Clinch,  taking  th«  Geld  with  320  rcEular  loldicn,  and 
Ibe  Secretary  of  War  reporting  that  he  had  eleven  coni- 
paoiea  under  his  command — the  Isrgeat  portion  ort1)eH 
campanie*,  at  that  HKMaent,  a  thounnd  milea  from  bim. 
How  ■  portion  of  them  who  attempted  to  join  him  were 
cut  to  ptecci  moat  be  freah  in  the  recollection  ot  everj 
man  who  haa  patriolinn  and  aeniibilitr  enough  to  feel 
for  loch  a  catastrophe.  I  do  not  like  to  indulge  in  such 
melanchol]'  prophecieai  but  I  have  no  doubt  aueh  icenes 
vrill  be  eeted  over  again,  before  the  end  of  this  war 
with  Uie  Creeka. 

If  a  BufRcient  force  is  put  at  the  command  of  General 
Clinch,  and  he  ia  not  fettered  and  baraaed  with  aspi- 
ranta,  wboae  pr«we«e  consiais  more  in  words  than  deeds, 
he  will  bring  this  Seminole  war  to  a  clcae  in  a  very  short 
time-  These  Indians  must  see  a  force  in  the  Geld  every 
month  in  tbe  year.  'I'hcir  crops  must  be  cut  up,  and 
the]'  confined  to  their  retreats  and  morasses,  or  cbaitised 
in  open  combat.  So  far  a*  the  bill  provide*  for  volun- 
teers for  a  year,  I  do  not  tbiok  tbe  President  will  ob- 
tain one  out  of  Florida  wilbout  increased  pay  and  a 
bounty  in  Und.  Those  who  enrol  ihemselrei  in  the 
Territory  will  do  so  to  protect  ibeir  wivei  and  children) 
and.  In  doing  so,  tliey  msy  preserve  them  from  tbe  tom- 
ahawk to  starve  anerwards  for  want  of  lub^stence.  The 
miiersble  pittance  of  eight  dolUri  per  month,  in  a 
country  where  every  laborer  receives  twenty  or  thirty, 
will  not,  with  tbe  lo«s  of  a  crap,  keep  tbeir  families 
alive  to  the  end  of  the  year.  If  rations  are  directed  to 
be  distributed  by  Congress,  and  that  is  left  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  his  agents,  (he  people  may,  where 
they  have  any,  to  use  ibeir  language,  "sell  one  slave 
to  Jeed  another."  Every  thing  seems  to  have  been  done 
by  omissioni  here  and  construction*  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  disgust  the  mililia  with  the  service.  The  ten 
Ibouaand  dollars  borrowed  by  the  city  of  Charleston  of 
the  bank*  to  equip  the  South  Carolina  volunteer*  has 
not  been  paid.  The  Eliat  Florida  volunteer*,  as  brave 
men  as  ever  entered  any  Bf  Id,  who  went  to  aid  Oeoeral 
Clinch  when  be  was  contending  against  an  enemy 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  strong,  with  eleven  compa- 
tiiei,  which  mesn*  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  have 
not  been  paid,  because  Ihey  weir  not  ordered  out  by 
the  War  Department.  Every  thing  i*  sent  back  upon 
ui  for  new  acta  of  Congress,  and  every  one  knoWa  how 
difficult  it  is  to  touch  any  aubjecl.  Sir,  I  hope  ibia  bill 
will  pat*  without  delay,  that  we  may  get  tbia  regiment 
of  mounted  riflemen  in  the  Held,  to  put  an  end  to  tbe 
disgraceful  Indian  and  servile  war  on  your  Southern 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Csrnlina,  agreed  fully 
with  genllemen  aa  to  the  danger  of  an  eruplion.  not  only 
of  the  Crieka,  but  of  other  Indian  tribes.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that,  months  pait,  he  bid  expressed  his  fear* 
on  Ihii  subject,  which  were  then  regarded  ai  visionary. 
He  wai  very  sorry  thai  his  prediction*  were  in  tbecourse 
of  tuch  terrible  fulfilment.  He  bad  aa  much  sympathy, 
and  ai  many  personal  reasons  for  that  sympsthy,  as  any 
man  on  this  floor)  •■  many  of  his  kindred  and  his  blood, 
and  **de*r  lohim,  were  on  that  frontier,  as  of  any  other 
member.  But  it  wa*  precisely  on  tlist  account  that  he 
was  opposed  to  a  measure  not  only  of  permanent  and 
great  danger,  but  of  present  impraclicabilily.  He  wouM 
not,  under  a  momentary  panic,  rote  for  a  meaiure  likely 
to  cause  so  much  evil,  and  certain  to  have  no  practical 
beneficial  results.  He  had  no  hesiistion  in  saying  that 
men  will  not  volunteer  under  officers  to  be  sppoinled 
by  the  President.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [lir. 
GtiBcaca]  Mid  that  these  volunteers,  as  they  are  csllet), 
will  be  furnished  by  Kentucky  and  I'ennessec.  He  is 
mistaken.  There  ia  no  place  lo  which  he  would  tooner 
g*  for   volunteers,  properly  so  called,   than   lo  those 


Statesi  but  tbe^  arc  the  last  to  which  he  would  go  to 
enliat  soldieta  in  a  regular  army.  Thia  would  he,  in 
every  at) ribtite,  aregular  army  i  and  you  will  get  none  lo 
join  it  but  such  as  would  eidist.  Hen  are  not  to  be 
cheated  into  enlialii^  in  a  regular  army,  by  calbng  them 
volunteers. 

He  spoke  of  the  people  be  wa*  acquainted  with,  and 
•aid,  with  confidence,  that,  whilst  they  would  promptly 
volunteer  in  this  or  any  other  emei^ency,  under  tbeir 
own  officer*,  men  in  whose  courage,  skill,  protection, 
■nd  kindness,  they  could  confide,  they  were  just  tbe 
men  who  would  not  volunteer  under  officer*  unknown 
lo  them.     This  has  always  been  (he  feeling,  a  feeling 


or  discipline,  but  only  that  they  were  n 
fight  when  an  opportunity  offeredt  men, 
wnom,  as  God  is  my  Judge,  1  believe  wt 
minated  (be  war,  if  they  had  been  i . 

But,  (said  Ur.  T.,)  if  these  troooa  can  be  raiaed,  how 
i*  it  to  be  done?  By  establishing  finy  recruiting  atationi, 
brinpn^  the  uken  together  from  diitant  quarters^  elect* 
ing  tbeir  company  omcers,  and  sending  tbe  result  here? 
The  officers,  company,  field,  snd  general,  appointed  by 
the  Preaident  from  all  quarters?  Sucb  *  force  cannot 
posaibly  be  brought  into  (be  field  in  less  than  aii  raondui 
and  when  they  are,  they  will  come  to  ■  dcaolated  coun- 
(ry,  an  eKerminsted  people.  Do  any  doubt  thisf  And 
yeC  with  all  this  inevitable  delay,  we  are  to  be  hurried, 
without  discuaaion,  into  the  adoption  of  this  most  iia- 
portant,  most  dangerous,  and  inefficient  meaaurc.  Hr- 
T.  pratcMed,  again  and  again,  againit  tbe  topics  tbe 
exciting  topics,  which  have  been  invdved  in  Ihii  di*cut- 
«ion.  If  these  topics  are  proper,  (hey  are  of  course  Dot 
In  favor  of  thia  impracticable  measure,  but  of  some  other 
that  will  be  effectual-  I*  the  country  deREncelet,  unless 
we  pass  this  amcndmentF  Is  it  true  that  our  Govemnent 
is,  and  haato  long  been,  ao  organised  that  it  cannot  re- 
list  an  Indian  insurrection?  He  (rutted  not.  Let  (he 
militia  be  called  out  not  only  in  aufficient  numbera  to 
suppress  (hi*  inMirreclion,  but  to  suppreis,  and  forever, 
as  well  by  its  magnitode  as  by  tbe  punii^tnent  that  it 
will  inflict  on  all  insurrectionary  apiriis  among  tiie  In- 
dian*. There  is  power  already  to  call  out  milUia  foi 
(hree  month*-  Let  it  be  done,  and  instantly  donet  and, 
in  the  mean  (ime,  le(  us  deliberale,  wi(b  cool  heads  and 
■leady  nervea,  upon  such  other  measures  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary. Mr.  T.  would  add  that,  if  these  men  can  be 
raised,  which  he  did  not  believe,  they  would  be  exactly 
such  men  aa  he  did  not  desire  to  organise,  and  under 
officer*  appointed  by  the  Executive. 

Ur.  HAKDIN  said  gentlemen  only  differed  as  tu  the 
mode  of  putting  down  this  war,  s*  all  were  in  favor  of 
putting  it  down.  He  thought,  buwever,  the  numben 
uf  IbcK  Indians  had  been  greatly  exaggerated.  He  had 
no  idea  that  there  were  6,000  Creek  warrior*  in  tbe  held. 
He  had  no  doubt  but  that  genllemen  were  sincere  in 
staling  what  they  lisd  beardi  but  theae  reports  were 
generally  eiiggerated.  Beside*  this,  he  would  inform 
gentlemen  that  a  regulsr  force  wa*  not  tbe  kind  of  force 
to  put  down  those  Indiani.  He  bad  said,  when  the  wti 
first  broke  out  in  Florid*,  that  mounted  men  from  Ken- 
lucky  or  Tennessee  were  (he  kind  of  troops  needed 
Iherc)  and  lie  verily  believed,  if  (he  Government  had 
made  a  contract  with  Wei(ern  men  lo  put  down  this  war, 
(hat  it  would  bive  been  done  for  a  few  thousand  dullan, 
where  i(  would  now  cost  the  Government  ptrhip*  (wa 
ur  (hree  millions.  When  the  Blsck  Hawk  war  wu 
giiing  on,  (he  only  efficient  force  which  waa  brought 
■gainst  the  Indiana  was  tbe  muunted  men,  and  the  r«gu- 
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watt,  ■ome  diiconlcnt  on  tha  frontier)  but  he  did  not 
think  that  ihould  be  inide  ■  pretext  Tor  inorfiiiTig  the 
regulw  trmy.  He  hid  no  objection  to  ttt'iag  twenty 
thounnd  milltit  oiled  into  lervicc;  but  he  prolnled 
ftgaintt  an  1ncre«M  of  the  regular  armf.  He  alluded  lo 
th«  difficulty  in  reducing  Ihe  army  after  the  lut  war, 
and  adverted  [otbe  deleleriomeffectaof  standlngarmiea 
In  erery  country  in  the  world.  The  ^ntleman  from 
South  Carolina  wai  right  in  laying  that  rcguUr  loldieri 
could  not  been1i)ted  in  the  South  and  Weitt  but  lell  Ihem 
that  you  want  mililia,  and  that  they  would  be  comnMnded 
by  tbelr  own  officeri,  and  you  aould,  in  a  Tery  ihort 
time,  raiM  10,000  nwn.  He  thought,  if  they  were  to 
have  a  new  eonfereoee  with  a  coininillee  appointed  by 
Iba  Senate,  IbM  the  bill  might  be  made  Mtiafacloryi  but 
be  hoped  that  no  Indtan  hottiliiy  which  might  break  out 
wovhl  induce  Ibe  Houte  to  pan  the  bill  at  it  waa.  He 
alluded  to  tbe  deMructire  Indian  ware  which  were  car- 
ried on  in  the  yeart  1790,  '91,  '93,  which  wore  put 
down  by  the  militia,  without  tbe  regular  army  bein(r 
OTer  three  Ihouaand  itroiq;. 

Mr.  HOLSET  taid  the  facta  in  relation  to  the  Indian 
hottilitiea  in  Georgia  and  AlabKna  ahouhl  be  undenlood 
by  tha  Houte.  Information  had  reached  hira  that  the 
Indian*  were  in  open  hoitility;  that  thej  hid  murdered 
leveral  of  the  citiienii  that  women  and  children  were 
flying  from  their  homei  for  protection)  and  Ihe  fact  that 
upwardi  of  three  Ihouaand  citixen*  had  deierled  their 
bomea  wa*  lufflclent  1o  convince  him  that  there  waa  a 
neceaiity  for  ipeedy  action  upon  Ihla  bill.  Thoae  peo- 
ple were  notUie  per>p)a  who  would  fly  from  thrir  homta 
unlcM  there  waa  actual  danger)  and  gentlemen  could 
not  perauade  him  that  the  hardy  cullivalora  of  the  soil 
would  deaert  all  their  reaouroei,  wilbout  there  being  an 
actual  Indian  invaalont  I  could  not  lit  ailent  and  bear  the 
(Centleman  from  Teoneatee  [Mr.  Baai]  ny  that  there 
were  not  more  than  600  of  theae  hoatile  Indian*.  He 
prrased  Ihe  Houfe  to  recede  from  their  dixgreemrnt  to 
the  Senate'a  amendmentt  becauae  it  waa  hia  firm  con- 


Mr.  H.  went  into  an  •rgumeni  to  ihow  that  there 
waa  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  thii  bill,  aad 
klao  to  ihnw  thai  it  wai  not  unconatltul tonal. 

Mr.  CONNOR  called  for  the  order*  of  the  day. 

Ur.  HILL&B  aaked  that  the  vole  might  be  taken  by 

ObJeclKina  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  to  auspend  the 
rulea  until  twelve  o'clock,  for  the  purpoac  of  dlapoiing 
of  thia  queation. 

Mr.  CAHBRBLENO  called  for  the  yea*  and  naya  on 
the  motion  to  auipend)  which  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Ysaa  156,  nayi  Sf.     So  the  iBOtion  to  tuapend  the  rulet 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  thought  Ihe  bill  had  been  amply  dia- 
ouaaed,  aad  that  every  tneinbcr  wa*  prepared  to  vole 
upon  tbe  propotitkn  before  the  Hmiae.  He  therefore 
moved  the  previooa  qncalioni  which  wa*  aeconded: 
Tea*  106,  naya  not  oovnied. 

Mr.  PATTON  remarked,  that  eonildering  thi*  bill  n 
involving  a  violalion  of  the  conatilution,  he  aaked  for 
the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the  previoul  queattont  which  were 


The  Hooae  Ibeo  determined  that  Ibe  main  qaeailon 
(wkicb  waa  on  receding  from  their  diiagreemenl  to 
the  Sena'e'a  atnendnent)  ahould  be  put:  Tea*  136, 
naya  70. 

Hr.  WHITTLESET,  of  Obio,  aaked  for  the  yeaa  and 
nay*  on  tbo  main  queatieni  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Veia  74,  nay*  133.  So  Aa  motion  to  recede  wat 
dec'ded  in  the  nc^tive. 

The  Home  then  inritted  upon  iti  dii^gveement  to  Ihe 
amcadment  of  tbe  Senate. 
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POST  OPFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  further  ezecutioo 
of  the  apecial  order,  and.  on  motion  of  Hr.  CONNOB, 
reaolred  itaelf  into  a  Commiltee  of  Ihe  Whole  on  th« 
alate  of  the  Union,  (Hr.  SoTBaaLAsv  in  the  chair,)  and 
raaumed  the  consideration  of  the  hill  "to  change  tha 
orltaniialion  of  Ihe  Poll  OIBcc  Department,  and  lo  pro- 
vide more  efieclually  for  the  letllement  of  the  account* 

The  quealion  pending  waa  the  following  amendment 
of  Mr.  Smilm: 

"  Be  U  further  enatted,  That  whoioerer  ihkll  biow> 
ingly  and  wilfully  depoiiie,  or  cauie  to  be  depoiited,  or 


bill,  almanac,  newipiper,  pamphlet,  print,  picture, 
painting,  or  other  incendiary  paper  or  document,  foi 
Ihe  purpoae  that  the  nme  may  be  tranimilted  by  the 
mail  into  any  of  the  ilavebolding  Statei  or  TerritoriM 
of  the  United  State*,  wherein  the  cireuhlion  of  the  aama 
ihall  have  been,  or  may  be,  forbidden  by  the  law*  of 
Kich  State  or  Territory,  with  the  intent  to  excite  Ibe 
aUie*  in  any  of  the  (aid  Stale*  or  Territorie*  to  iniutv- 
rection  or  domealic  violence,  upon  due  conviciioa 
thereof  hy  a  Jury  of  the  country  in  any  of  the  diitfiot 
court*  of  the  United  Statei  hiving  cognilance  thereof 
hr,  ihe,  or  they,  *o  u&endinfr,  for  each  and  every  offenoe 

■hall  be  fined  in  a  mm  not  leal  than  # ,  nor  mot* 

Ihan  I       '      I  or  imprisoned  for  a  period  not  more  than 

months,  nor  leai  than month*,  at  the  diicre- 

tion  of  the  court  before  whom  auch  conviotion  ahiU  have 
been  had. 

"Sxc— .  Jndbeilfurlhtrmaeiat,  Tliat nothing  con- 
tained in  the  acta  of  Congre**  which  ealabliih  and  regu- 
late the  Po>l  Office  Department  of  Ihe  Uniled  Statei 
ahall  be  conitrued  to  protect  any  poatmailer,  mail  car- 
rier, or  other  officer  or  agent  of  aaid  Department,  In 
knowingly  publiahing  or  circuliiing  in  any  of  ihe  alave- 
holding  Statei  or  Territorie*  aforesaid,  my  incendiary 
handbill,  almanac,  newipiper,  pamphlet,  print,  picture, 
painting,  or  other  incendiary  piper  or  document,  tha 
printing,  publication,  or  etrculaiion  of  which  iball  be 
prohibited  by  the  oonitituiion  or  lavaof  thit  State:  Fn- 
nded.  That  auch  oonitiiution  or  law*  be  not,  in  that  re- 
■peot.  Incompatible  with  the  conilitution  and  lawi  of  tbe 
United  State*)  and  any  poslmialer,  mail  carrier,  or  other 
ofiicer  or  agent  iforeiiid,  ofTending  in  the  premise*,  ii 
declared  to  be  amenable  to  the  State  law*  and  tribunab 
in  the  *ame  manner,  and  to  the  same  extent,  as  anj 
other  citizen  or  resident  of  the  Mid  State,  not  in  the 
lervice  of  the  United  State*. 

"Sac.—.  Aut  be  U  furihtr  maeltd.  That  my  hand- 
bill, almanac,  newipiper,  pamphlet,  print,  picture, 
painting,  or  other  piper  or  iJocument  which  shall  have 
been,  or  ahall  be,  printed,  uttered,  or  publiahed,  with 
the  intent  lo  initigale  or  excite  the  slivei  of  any  of  Om 
said  alaveholding  Stite*  or  Territories  to  insurrection  or 
domeUio  violence,  or  which  ahiU  fiave  minifiMily  a  leu- 
dency  thereto,  *hall  be  deemed  and  held  to  be  iooea- 
diary,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  ihii  act." 

Mr.  SHIELDS  nld:  II  is  not  my  object  to  retard,  ub. 
nece*Mrily,  the  pro[p«aa  of  the  paiaage  of  thia  bill,  but 
standing  in  the  relation  which  I  do  to  the  aubjcct  provi- 
ded for  in  Ibii  amendment,  1  ihould  conuder  tint  I  wai 
wanting  in  duty  to  myielf,  my  constituent*,  and  ray 
country,  were  I  to  omit  presenting  it  in  aome  forta  for 
tbe  action  of  Congreai. 

II  will  be  remembered  that,  at  an  iirly  period  of  tUi 
•enion,  lo  much  of  the  President'*  meni^e  u  relate* 
lo  Ihe  Iranamisuon  of  incendiiry  publicstions  through 
Ihe  miili  into  the  Southern  Btitei  wii  referred  lo  tbe 
committee  oT  vbioh  1  bare  tbe  howtr  lo  be  *  tetaibct. 
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I  have  b«en  at  kll  timei  aDXiMi  that  Ibe  kiuK  of  our 
deliberation*  (whileTer  it  niijiht  be)  ihould  be  reported 
to  the  Boutr,  that  we  might  haTc  lome  Bnal  action  upon 
it.  Thia  I  have  been  unable  to  effect.  A  nMJority  of 
the  committee,  too,  profcnn|E  lo  aiffee  with  the  Yiewi 
eontainfd  in  the  nwHigr,  hut  difTerinit  ai  to  the  detaili 
ef  the  billi  the  minority  hiTinj  aent  Ih^ii-  wrlilen  arjtu- 
menl  out  to  (he  world,  condemnin);  the  viewi  of  the 
Ezrculivp)  and  it  having  been  aaid  el«e«herc,  thit  none 
of  the  Iriendi  of  ihe  Eucuiife  hid  or  would  defend  hii 
view*  on  thli  lubjecti  under  tbete  circuTMtancci^  and 
difTcfinfr  from  the  minority  in  leniiment,  I  canDol,  in 
tbe  diKhtrge  of  my  duty,  lonjcer  remain  iilent. 

I  ahall,  therefore,  (he  aaid,]  deeply  inprened  with 
the  thrilling  iniemt  which  pervade*  the  whole  country 
with  regard  to  every  thing  touching  thia  painful  and 
agitating  lubject,  proceed  in  il*  invrMigition  with  (Mch 
a  drgree  of  caution  and  circum*peclion  a*  a  proper  re- 
■pect  for  the  conflicting  opinion*  of  other*  and  Ibe  im- 
portance of  (he  lubJect  itielf  demand. 

The  very  forcible  and  emphatical  manner  in  which 
the  attention  of  Congrri*  ii  called  to  (lii*  branch  of  their 
tnqnirie*  bv  the  Chief  Eiecuiive  of  the  nation  cannot 
hit  to  elicit  from  thi*  committee  the  atricteat  examina- 
tion into  exialiDg  factt,  ao  a*  to  enable  ua  to  come  to 
proper  concluiiun*  at  to  the  extent  of  Ihe  evil,  if  any 
sclualljr  exiatai  and  to  provide,  aa  br  a*  practicable  and 
neceiiary,  fur  (fa«  Mbly,  harmony,  and  repote,  of  the 

lln  that  part  of  the  memge  which  relate*  to  the  mbjecl 
under  contiHeration,  the  Preaident  apeak*  in  Ihe  follow- 
ing impre**<ve  languagei 


I  in  relation  to  (h« 


Po»t  Office  Department,  I  m'titt  alio  invite  your 
tlon  to  the  painful  ezcilement  produced  in  the  South, 
by  attempt*  to  circulaie  through  Ihe  mill*  inflammatory 
■ppeala  addreaieil  to  Ihe  paniaii*  of  the  *t*ve»,  in  prinla, 
and  In  varioua  aoM*  of  publication*,  calculated  til  atimu- 
l*te  Ihem  to  iniurreclion,  and  to  produce  all  the  horron 

After  giving  hi*  view*  ■omewhat  at  large,  and  expren- 
■nf  hi*  conviction  "that  there  iadoublle**  no  respecta- 
ble portion  of  our  countrymen  who  oan  be  *o  far  mi*led 
U  to  feel  any  other  *entimenl  thin  that  of  indignant 
regret  at  conduct  ao  detlruclive  of  the  harmony  and 
peace  of  ihe  coonlry,  and  ao  repugnant  lo  Ibe  principlei 
of  our  national  compact,  and  lo  the  dictate*  of  humanity 
and  religion,"  he  thus  cmclude*: 

"  In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branchea  of  thiainlerert. 
ing  luhject  to  the  State  lulhoriiie*,  to  whom  they  prop- 
erly belong.  It  ia  neverthelrH  proper  for  Congrei*  to 
take  *uch  meaaurea  aa  will  prevent  the  Poll  Office  De- 
partment, which  waa  de«igiird  to  (oiler  an  amicable  in- 
tercourae  and  corrcaponderire  belween  all  Ihe  membert 
oftha  onnfederBcy,  from  being  uaed  ««  an  inUrument  of 
•ft  nppoaile  character.  The  General  Government,  to 
which  ihe  great  iruat  ii  confided  of  preiervlng  inviolate 

the  relilkm*  created  among  the  State*  by  "■ 

tion,  ta  eapecially  boimd  to  avoid,  in  ila  owi 
thing  tli*t  may  dluurb  them.     1  would,  therefore,  call 
the  apeeial  altcnilon  of  Congrei*  to  Ihe  aubjrct,  and  i 
tpeeifully  aiincot  ll>'  propriety  of  pauing  luch  a  law 
will  prohibit,  under  *evere  penaltiei,  the  circulation 
the   Southern  States  through  the  mail,  of  incendiary 
publication*  intended  to  inilJgate  Ihe  alave*  ' 

Tha  Poatmaiter  General,  in  hi*  very  lumlnc 
of  December  1,  1833,  addreated  to  Ihe  Preaident  ofihe 
United  Statca,  ihu*  ezprcHCa  himaelf  in  rebtion  to  thia 

.  "  A  new  queilion  h*«  ariien  in  the  ad mlnist ration  of 
thi*  Department.  A  number  of  individuala  have  ealab- 
Inbed  •«  adueiBUon  in  the  Noribern  and  Eastern  Statci^ 


and  raiaed  k  large  aum  of  money  for  the  porfioie  of 
effecting  the  immedi*te  abolition  of  alavety  in  the 
Soulhem  Statea.  One  of  Ihe  meana  reiorted  to  ha*  been 
(he  printioR  of  a  large  mawi  of  newxpaper*.  pamphleta, 
tiact*,  and  ilmanaca,  containing  exaggerated,  *nd,  in 
*nme  inataneea,  falae  account*  of  Ihe  treatment  of  *la*ea, 
illuitnted  with  cut*,  calculated  lo  oprmle  on  the  p«»- 
*ion*orihe  colored  men,  and  produce  ditcontent,  aaiaow 
nation,  and  aervile  war.  Thete  Ihej^  attempted  to  dis- 
teminate  throughout  the  alaveholding  State*  by  the 
agency  of  the  public  maib." 

"  A*  toon  a*  it  ■  ai  aacertained  that  the  mail*  contain- 
ed theae  producliona,  great  excitement  arose,  particn* 
larly  in  Charletton,  South  narolinii  and  (o  ineure  the 
•afely  of  the  null  in  it*  progren  touthward,  the  pnet- 
maitcr  at  that  place  agreed  lo  retain  ihem  in  Ida  iMe^ 
until  he  could  obtain  inalructioni  From  the  PoetmaMer 
General.  In  reply  to  hi*  appeal,  he  waa  informed  that 
it  wa)  a  (Object  upon  which  the  Foatnuiter  General  had 
no  trgal  authority  to  inatruot  him.  The  qorrtion  attain 
came  up  frtnn  (he  poalmaaler  at  New  Tork,  who  Iwd 
refuied  lo  lend  (he  paper*  by  the  ateamboat  mail  to 
Charleaton,  South  Carolina.  He  waa  alao  aniwercd  that 
the  Poatmaiter  General  poaaetaed  no  legal  authority  (o 
give  inatructiont  on  the  aubjecti  hut  aa  ihe  undcrnipied 
had  no  doubt  that  the  circumatancra  of  the  caaejoaiified 
(he  detention  of  Ihe  papeti^  he  did  not  hrattate  lo  lay 
ao.  ImpnriBnt  principle*  are  involved  in  thia  queation, 
and  it  merita  the  grave  eoniideration  of  all  departiBcnt* 
of  the  Government." 

"  The  position  a<>umed  by  this  Department  i*  believed 
to  have  protlucrd  the  effect  of  withholding  it*  agency, 
generally,  in  giving  circulation  to  the  obnoxious  papera 
in  (he  Southern  State*.  Whether  it  be  neeeaary  more 
efieclually  to  prevent,  by  legialative  enactment!,  Ihe  ute 
of  the  mail*,  a*  a  meana  of  evidrng  or  violating  the  con- 
Mitutional  law*  of  tbe  Slate*,  in  reference  to  (hi*  portioD 
tif  their  reserved  rights^  i*  a  qneation  wiiich,  it  Bpp««r* 
to  the  underaigned,  may  be  aubmitted  to  Congrraa,  upon 
a  aiatemcnt  of  the  facta,  and  their  own  knowledge  of  the 
public  neceaaily." 

11  ia  at  all  time*  (said  Mr.  S.)  with  pride  *nd  *atiaf*e- 
tion,  and  1  may  add  with  cnnfidenoi-,  thai  [  refer  (o  tlie 
oplniona  of  the  preaent  Executivei  hut  it  i*  eapecially  so 
on  a  subject  ao  vl(ally  interesting  lo  ao  great  a  portion 
of  Ihe  confederacy  aa  the  one  under  diaciiaaion.  I  have 
been  thus  liberal  in  quoting  hi*  (the  Executive'*]  view*, 
and  from  the  report  of  Ihe  Poilmtater  General,  in  order 
lo  exhibit  in  one  conlinuoua  chain  the  emb»TT»iiiatnia 
which  have  ari*en  on  thia  subject  in  the  administraliaa 
of  Ihe  Government,  eapecially  in  the  Fo*t  Office  De- 
partment, and  alao  a*  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  fact* 
contained  In  these  abiiracia,  atated  upi>n  theae  high  au- 
thoritiei.  The  evidence  ii  but  too  abundanl,  to  my  own 
mind,  not  only  of  Ihe  truth  of  theae  atalemenls  but  aln 
of  other  fact*  originating  from  the  ume  sources  j«at  re- 
ferred tc^  of  a  character  atill  mure  aggravated  and 
alarming  to  tbe  country,  whidi  have  fallen  within  my  own 
knowledge  and  obacrvation.  I  mu*t  here  be  permiited 
to  advert  to  a  few  of  theae  fact*,  wiiich  I  could  wish  vers 
buried  in  oUivion,  no  longer  neeeasary  to  be  remember- 
ed, and  which  I  would  hin  hopcdonolexlat  to  tbe  extent 
that  ia  claimed  by  the  abolitioniat*.  Socieiiea  and  com- 
bination* of  indindual*  have,  of  U(e,  been  formed  in  aoma 
of  Ihe  Northern  Statca  (aa  the  aocietie*  them*e)vea  re- 
port) to  "  the  number  of  three  hundred  and  flAy,  vi(h 
daily  •ccei*ioni  to  the  mullltude  who  h*ve  embraced 
(heir  f*i(ht"  in  many  initance*  pD*te**ed  of  wealth  and 
influence,  whoae  avowed  object  ia  the  extermination  of 
alave  ry  in  Ihe  Soul  hern  States)  and  if  credit  bdue  lo 
iheir  own  atatementa,  a*  ccniained  in  Ihe  report  of  one 
of  their  parent  aocietie^  *' both  inalel  and  femdea,"  "and 
a  much  larger  number  than  ii  gCDcrally  auppoaed  tif 
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n  aX  different  dcnuminUioni^  and  of  other  rc- 
•prci'ed  and  influenli*!  Indiviiliwl*,  »re  engBg;cd  in  thii 
uute."  "  Awtcialioni  hxT«  bien  formed,  meeting! 
held,  and  *ddres«ei  deli*ered|  and  Ihit  every  diy  vlt- 
neiiei  tlie  foroution  of  new  ■n(i't)a*ery  *ocietiei." 
TlieK  uaoeiBiiDni  hare  "  rewlved  that  divery  tnuit  be 
univemlly  abandonrdi"  thai,  "*a  freemen  and  Chris- 
tiana, Ihey  cannot  jleld  lo  intimidalion  from  any  earthly 
poweri"  and  have  folemnly  araired  ihat  '■  the  truth  is. 
there  'n  no  dlachar^  in  ihii  war." — (Fint  Annual 
Report  of  Eaecutlva  Committee  of  the  Maine  Anti-Sla- 
Tfry  ConTCntion.)  For  the  purpose  of  elfeotlnf^  their 
cbjeet,  and  rucilititing'  their  devftrn,  Iheae  aaaocialiont 
have  eatabliihed  a  lyiiem  of  rule*  Tor  iheir  govemnient, 
and  appointed  olRcen  and  commilteea  for  the  certain 
deapalch  of  buiineM.  The  plan  of  their  operations,  as 
partly  exhibited  by  Ihemaclvea  in  their  Tarioui  publica- 
tion^ is  to  iHue,  ihrou|;h  the  medium  of  their  execu- 
tive committee*,  their  proteits,  manifeatoet,  and  other 
document!,  which  are  deitined  to  be  circulated  lhrou([h 
the  iliveholding  Slalea,  either  by  Iheir  a^nta  travel- 
ling thither,  or  by  meani  of  the  United  Slatea  nMkila. 
They  have  alao  eatabliihed  prenes  at  the  common  ex- 
penae,  and,  for  monlba,  have  been  actively  engaged  in 

firinting  and  dlMcminaiing  into  every  quarter  of  the  con- 
irdetacy  incendiary  pamphlet*,  papera,  prints,  and  pub- 
licationa,  of  a  deicriplion  well  calculated  to  arauae  tbe 
panions  of  the  colored  population,  lo  imbitter  Ihem 
■gainst  their  maaters,  aod  lo  excite  them  to  domettlc 
violence,  iniurreetion,  and  bloodthed.  These  projects 
bsv*  already  been  ehancteriicd  by  consetjuencra  the 
must  blal  and  alarming.  The  planters  of  the  South  are 
unable  to  apprehend  by  what  authority  the  abolitioniits 
of  the  North  have  aawmed  to  be  the  kecpera  of  their 
contelence,  and  taken  upon  themtelvea  the  right  to  con- 
trol the  internal  reffulaliona  and  policy  of  Ihe  local  flov- 
ernmenit  in  the  South.  Tbe  apnts  of  these  aocietiea 
have  been  every  where  in  the  South  received  not  only 
with  alarm,  distrust,  indignation,  and  contempt,  but 
have  been,  is  somo  instances  where  they  have  been 
found  attempting  lo  propagate  the  doctrines  of  the  abo- 
litionists, by  tampering  with  alavtt,  ptmislied  at  popular 
discretion.  Instigated  by  these  insidious  commotions, 
insurteclionsaniongthe  blacka  have  been,  of  late,  of  fre- 
quent occurrcncci  termlne'ing,  in  every  instance,  in  the 
immediate  execulion  of  Ihe  insurgent*.  One  inatanoe  of 
(hit  kind  has  occurred  since  the  convention  of  Ihe  pres- 
ent Congtess,  where  two  of  these  misguided  fanatics, 
clothed  with  incendiary  tracts  snd  pamphlets,  the  imple- 
ments of  their  faith,  with  fifteen  of  Iheir  colored  eon- 
verts,  who  bad  contemplated  an  insurrection  in  the  Slate 
uf  Louisiana,  have  expiated  their  offence  upon  the  gal- 
lown.  Other  inalances,  of  a  like  character,  might  be 
kdaluced,  to  iliow  the  extent  of  Ihe  evil)  bul  I  will  cease 
to  relate  &cls  so  painful  snd  reTolting  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, and  so  likely  to  become  fatal  lo  the  harmony,  peace, 
and  security  of  the  sister  States,  and  so  ominous  lo  the 
very  existence  of  the  Union  ittelf.  We  are  admonished 
by  these  facta,  and  by  the  crisis  to  which  the  circum- 
atsnces  of  this  subject  are  rapidly  approaching,  as  well 
■s  by  the  scenes  and  example  in  li>e  history  of  a  neigh- 
boring island,  that  this  subject  has  now  aaiumed  an  im- 
portance demanding  Ihe  solemn  atiention  of  Congress. 
And,  before  I  proceed  fiirlher,  I  beg  leave  lo  make  a 
brief  reference  lo  the  history  of  th;il  ill-fated  ialand, 
which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  altogether  unprofitable  here. 
Ii  ia  there  alone,  in  ita  connexiona  with  French  influ- 
ence, that  a  parallrl  to  the  presenl  posture  of  affairs  in 
Ihe  American  Stales  can  be  foniid.  The  most  striking 
similitude  tnay  be  traced  between  the  fanatical  aasocla- 
lion*  of  Ihe  North,  and  the  aociely  which  was  instiluted 
at  Psris,  in  1788,  called  Les  Amis  des  Noirs,  or  "  the 
["riendsof  the  Blscka,"  which  lishied  the  torch  ofiUugh- 


ter  and  revolution  in  San  Domingo.  "Thia  sociely" 
(lays  Ihe  historian)  "seiied  every  opportunity  to  de- 
claim against  Ihe  conduct  of  Ihe  planters,  and  Ihe  prin- 
ciples on  which  Ihe  slave  Irade  was  conducted)  to  expa- 
tiate on  the  suffering!  of  Ihe  slaves  in  Ihe  colonies)  snd 
to  urge  Ihe  necessity  of  a  general  abolition  of  the  tralBo 
andemancipationof  thealavrs."  Andagain,  "Ihatlhiiao- 
oiety  was  eitsblished  fur  Ihe  purpose  of  ameliotBling'  the 
condition  of  Ihe  b'ack  population  in  the  West  Indies." 
It  it  said  that  it  "exerted  itself  so  strenuoualy  in  Ihe 
cause  of  whst  was  (at  Rnt)  deemed  by  the  plante ri  anil 
Iheir  friends  impracticable  reformalion,"  as  to  pmduca 
conaequences  which  will  be  continued  lo  be  remember- 
ed with  delealation  snd  sorrow  ilirough  Ihe  annal*  of 
succeeding  agrs.  These  societies  were  occlilonally  di- 
vided among  Ibemselveai  and  the  better  part  of  them 
retired  disgusted  from  the  icenei  but  the  party  which 
eventually  proved  most  fatal  finally  prevailed,  upon 
which  Ihe  historian  justly  remarks:  ■'  There  are  enlhu- 
■iaals  in  pnlllics  as  well  a*  in  religioni  and  it  commonly 
happens  with  fanaliCa  in  each,  that  a  recantation  of  a  few 
of  Iheir  numbers  serves  only  to  atrenRthen  Ihe  error* 
and  the  purpose  of  the  rest."  There  is  one  incident  in 
the  history  of  this  "benevolent  association"  that  tends 
BO  much  to  give  it  character,  and  is  so  analogou*  to  Iha 
aenlimenl*  of  the  preeeni  times,  that  It  musi  not  b«  omit- 
ted here.  While,  in  1791,  amidst  the  general  ardor 
with  which  the  cause  of  the  slaves  wa*  pleaded,  a  few 
(in  their  debates)  attempted  lo  stem  Ihe  torrent  by  ten- 
turiuK  to  predict  Ihe  ruin  of  the  colonies,  Ihe  celebra- 
ted RotKspierre  exclaimed,  in  reply,  "perish  the  col- 
on«s,  rHiher  than  sacrifice  an  iota  of  our  prindples." 
How  like  were  the  sentiments  of  thia  celebrated  moral- 
ist, who,  with  his  abandoned  associates,  Danton  and 
Haral,  reformed  aociely  by  the  guillotine,  to  the  lenti- 
menis  and  opinions  of  the  abolitionists  which  I  have  just 
repeated!  They  have  "  RmoAm^  ihat  slavery  must  be 
universally  abandoned)  that,  as  freemen  and  Christians, 
thicy  cannot  yield  lo  intimidation  from  any  earthly  pow> 
eri  and  that  Ihe  truth  is^  there  is  no  discharge  in  thl* 

But  to  return  to  our  parallel.  Thua  were  things^ 
through  Ihe  influence  uf  this  sociely  and  ila  affiliated 
aBociations,  rapidly  lending  lo  a  fatal  consummation. 
Petitluns  and  remonstrances  were  presented  to  the  Af- 
aembly,  in  behalf  of  the  blacksi  appeal*  and  addresaes 
were  made  to  the  peoplei  all  France  seemed  interested 
in  their  welfare. 

The  proceedings  of  the  sociely  Les  Ami*  des  Noira, 
and  the  general  ferment  that  had  been  raised  against  the 
planters,  were  regularly  tranamitled  from  the  cipilsl  lo 
the  inhabitants  of  San  Domingo.  Upon  their  arrival, 
the  scenps  of  horror  tlieplsalers  were  compelled  lo  wit- 
ness lliey  alreidy  beheld  in  antioipalion— their  posses- 
sions coniumtd  by  fire,  and  territories  covered  with  des- 
Bolaiion.  All  classes  oi  citiiens,  without  regard  to  sex, 
were  engaged  in  thia  ''  benevolent  work,"  (at  It  wa* 
called,)  and  foon  reaped  a  bloody  harvest  from  Iheir 
"  plons  efTorls."  At  their  instigation,  Iho  revolution  at 
length  broke  forth  in  all  its  horror,  succeeded  by  scene* 
too  appslling  lo  humanity  lo  admit  of  rehearsal  or  de- 
scription: their  infants  murdered,  Iheir  women  vioUted, 
the  besutiful  and  flaiirisbing  island  of  San  Domingo 
either  wrapped  in  flames,  or  drenched  in  blood,  and 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  victims,  nine  tenths  of 
whom  were  the  peculiar  objects  of  Ihe  aympalhies  of 
these  abolilionitt*,  were  immolated  al  the  shrine  of  Iheir 
fanaticism.  This  terrestrial  paradiae,  (for  all  that  the 
West  Indies  could  boaat  was  to  be  found  in  San  Do- 
mingo in  the  highest  stale  of  perfection,)  thus  desecra- 
ted by  r<naticBl  dogmas,  wa*  deluged  in  blood  and  cov- 
ered with  asbes.  Thi*  land,  in  which  pleaiure,  wealth, 
and  power,  were  the  deities  which  once  preuded,  ia 
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now  ft  vildernen.     The  lime  *nr,  the  cilron,  ind  tbe 

Ealm,  knd  all  the  richcrt  rru'ili  of  the  (ropici,  hive  per- 
hed  under  the  unikilful  handi  of  the  petty  tjnnti  who 
hare  lucoeeded  the  revolution.  To  the  nme  *outce 
miy  be  traetd  the  inMirreeiion  of  the  iUtci  M  "  Pointe 
Coupjr,"  in  our  own  cnuntiTt  where,  u  it  i>  atftted  in 
the  Emi  Hiitorlque  Mr  LouwUne,  "iiUj  of  the  inwir- 
(•nil  were  condemned  todeftlhi  nxteen  were  executed 
in  different  parti  at  the  parisht  the  re*t  were  put  on 
board  a  giAej,  and  hung  at  inlervati  all  alonj;  the  rirer 
a*  far  ai  New  Orleant,  (adislance  of  one  hundred  n)i)e<0 
which  a^in  reatored  peace  and  order  to  the  country," 
1  have  been  tbui  circiitnatantial  in  my  reFerenea  to 
facti,  to  enable  ma  the  belter  to  show  the  tiue  condition 
of  the  country)  and  that  the  doctrine*  of  the  abolitioniala 
■re  not  likely  to  be  the  leia  influential  and  dangeroui 
■«nong  the  ilavea,  on  account  of  their  poaiiion  being 
at  a  diatance  Trom  the  autliort  of  Ibrae  operation*. 
<•  Though  ocean*  rolled  between,"  and  althouj^  the 
Fariiian  K>ci«(ie*  were  alow  in  the  commencement,  tbej 
were  neverlhelen  efTeclu*),  at  laal,  in  the  mln  and  over- 
throw of  the  French  colony,  and  the  deitnictinn  of  the 
unfortunate  black*  at  "  Pointe  Caupfe."  Whatever 
ntay  be  tbe  profeision*  or  opinion*  of  (he  •bolilioniati, 
tbe  ilavea  regard  (hem  *i  their  friend*,  ready  to  buckle 
on  their  armor  to  join  a  holy  crusade,  to  6y  to  their  aa- 
■blance  on  (heir  fint  appearance  "  in  Ihi*  war  from 
which  there  ii  no  diacharge."  Such  wa*  the  cipectadon 
of  the  ilavea  In  San  Domingo,  until  (he  firat  ihock  of  (he 
revolution  confounded  and  aa(oni*hed  (he  society  of 
•'  the  Friend!  of  tbe  Blacks"  it  the  madncM  and  fblly  of 
tlicir  own  ileedi,  and  caused  all  France  to  stand  aghast. 
Sut  it  wit  then  (oo  late  to  rceedct  the  <•  torch  and  (he 
iword,"  in  awful  union,  had  completed  the  work  of  dea- 
olation,  and  leated  the  deitinie*  of  their  unfortunate  vic- 
tioM.  Whatever  may  be  the  modvei  of  the  Rholitioniitti 
however  pure,  in  miny  inatancei,  as  I  would  in  charity 
admit)  aucce**,  upon  their  plan,  1*  impsisible.  Their 
exertionl  can  have  but  a  tendency  to  awaken  the  aasanin 
or  light  the  torch  of  the  Incendiary,  and  mmt  terminate 
in  the  increaied  degradation  and  oppression,  or  Hnii  ex- 
termination, of  tbe  objects  of  their  sympathies.  The 
preaching  of  Peter  (he  monk,  "Ah-  the  deliverance  of 
the  holy  aenulchre,"  was  scarcely  more  vlsioniry,  super- 
•thioas,  and  corrupting,  or  more  deMniclive  of  the  re- 
pcae  of  the  «oun(ryr  nor  wia  the  fanatical  zeal  of  the 
«ruiadera  of  the  eleventh  cen(ury,  to  rescue  it  from  the 
dominion  of  tbe  barbarian*,  more  misguided,  or  fought 
with  conseqaencea  more  fata)  to  the  peace  aiid  hippinen 
of  mankind,  than  (htae  Ill-judged  efforts  of  (he  sbDlition- 
bts  are  likely  to  prove  in  (he  American  Stitei.  Already 
(hey  have  causeJ  every  (ravetler  or  emigrant  from  the 
Don«laveholding  Statea  (o  be  viewed  with  eolilneas,  lus- 
pieion,  misgivings,  alarm,  snddistruK,  in  (he  South.  The 
work  of  death  has  already  commenced.  Tlie  cunilition 
«f  tba  slavea  ba*  been  made  Immeasurably  worse,  either 
by  their  removal  into  secliona  less  bospilable,  and  more 
deficient  in  tubtlstence,  or  by  a  curtailment  of  their 
privilege*,  and  an  tncreaaed  rigor  of  opprenioni  and  it 
may  be  fairty  calculaKd  (hal  tbey  have  retarded  all  ref- 
wmation  on  (bi*  *ublec(  for  more  th*n  half  a  century. 
■Tet  1  indulge  (he  belief  that  many,  very  many,  who  have 
mibtrked  in  this  cause,  have  been  actuated  by  mistaken 
__.■         .r  ..  iience  and  kindneB,  and  are  wholly 


Such,  I  would,  in  all  brotherly  kindneu,  admonish   ._ 
recede  from  their  preient  position,  and  abnndon  a  pro- 

Set  that  must  otherwise  eventuate  in  circumstances  ea. 
mitoui  and  deitructive  of  the  happiness,  proapetity, 
and  amiiy,  and  even  the  Union  of  the  Slates. 

Alter  (hi*  brief  itatemenl  of  hi*taric*l  and  oilier  undr- 
niable  fact*,  there  can  be  left  nu  doubt  in  the  mind)  of 


any  of  a  neoeaaty  for  (he  inlerpoB(ion  of  legislativa 
authority,  from  tmne  quarter,  in  behilf  of  that  portion 
of  our  eidiens  whose  aacnd  righta  to  the  enjoyment  of 
(heir  lives  and  property,  and  the  common  blessings  of 
peace,  Imto  been,  and  are  aiill,  likely  to  be  thus  waatoo. 
ly  tampered  with  and  jeoparded.  Tet,  how  far  it  nuf 
be  eipedient  or  eonMiiational  for  (be  Beaeral  Govern- 
ment (o  extend  its  protection  over  the  ciiixen*  of  tha 
several  States,  so  a*  to  avert,  if  poasible,  tbe  threatened 
evil,  or  to  punish  aggressors,  i*  a  queation  worthy  of  tha 
gravest  deliberation.  The  State*  have  been,  *(  kll  titnea, 
eaudou*  to  rotain  to  (hemselvea  all  Ibe  elemenU  ofsov 
ereignty  neoesaary  for  self-preservation,  by  express  dec- 
Uration*  of  their  will— fint,  in  the  old  articles  of  conied' 
erationi  and  now,  in  the  constitution  of  (he  Dnlted  Statea. 
In  (he  former,  it  wa*  provided  that  "each  State  should 
retain  its  sovereignly,  freedom,  and  itidepeiidenGe,  and 
every  power,  jurisdiction,  and  rlghl,  which  wa*  not  ex- 
prcMly,  by  that  confederation,  driegated  (o  the  United 
States  In  Congrewaisembledi"  (art.  3  of  the  confedera- 
tioni)  and,  hkew'ite,  in  the  Utter,  that  "  the  emioiefalioB 
in  the  conitKuMon  of  certain  righta  iball  rot  be  coo- 
a(raed  to  deny  or  disparage  otiiera  retained  by  tha 
peoplci"  (amendmenU  to  tbe  constitution,  art.  90  and, 
agalni  "the  powera  not  delrnled  to  the  United  States 
by  lh«  eonatitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States 
are  reserved  to  tbe  State*,  rrcpectively,  m  to  (be  peoplei" 
(amendmeMs  to  the  eonati(ution,  art.  10.)  Haviog  ad- 
verted to  these  declarationa  in  (be  coottitution,  which 
ina*(  be  borne  in  mind  (hroughou(  (hi*  )avaa(|^iinn,  it 
becomei  neMK*ry  to  examine  and  aee  bow  br  lif  at  all) 
the  several  Statea,  in  the  act  of  Uiuon,  yielded  up  tbcir 
power  and  sovereignty  in  rela(JDn  (o  (heir  preaervitioa 
or  defence  of  the  rights  which  tbe  pemilc  of  the  sereral 
sUveholdIng  State*  then  hud,  or  now  have,  to  property 
in  slave*.  It  la  bel'teved,  after  (he  most  oareful  emuuna- 
(ion  of  the  oonsti(u(ion,  that,  in  beoonusg  meobets  of 
(be  Union,  the  people  of  none  of  tbe  Statea  loat  tbe  in- 
terest or  rigrht  which  they  bad  in  abves  prior  theseto) 
there  being  no  grant  of  power  a*  to  this  tt>FCie*af  prop> 
erty  made  to  the  Federal  Government  in  the  coMtituliont 
that  none  of  the  State*  acquired  any  naw  righta,  dot  did 
any  of  them  lose  any  power  which  they  prrviimdy  had 
over  (he  subject  of  slavery  within  (heir  limit*,  by  (be  MSt 
of  Union:  (hat,  on  (hi*  nbiect,  th(y;eoDtiBi)a  to  be,  m 
they  were  before  the  adoption  of  iho  eonslitntian,  free, 
independent,  and  sovereign  Stales,  haviaf;  fiill  powerto 
pau  such  law*  or  make  such  regulationa  as  they  mif 
(hink  proper  or  best  tn  |uard  and  project  their  interest 
(herein  agalnat  open  or  inaiilious  at(emp(a,  from  wboi*. 
soever  they  may  come,  to  violate  or  disturb  the  tame. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that,  so  hx  from  the  abveholding 
Stale*  having  lo*t  any  of  their  power  or  sovereignty  over 
the  subject  of  slavery  within  their  borders^  upon  the 
adoption  of  (he  federal  constitution,  they  were  thereby 
recognised  md  confirmed)  it*  security  b^ng  one  of  the 
objeeti  of  (heconfcdrracy  itself.  So  much  was  this  kind 
ofproperty  regarded  by  the  framera  of  the  constltuiioa, 
that  it  wa*  expressly  provided  that  three  filths  of  all  tbe 
slave  popu1i(ian  ahould  be  repreaentcd  on  (he  floor  of 
Congresst  (eon*ti(u(1on  of  (he  United  States^  art.  3,  see. 
S.)  It  is  also  provided,  in  (he  same  ini(niment,  that  tbe 
right  of  properly  in  the  master  reiidenl  in  a  slave  State 
to  his  slave  (hail  be  rvgsrded  in  theieverel  Stale*:  "No 
person  held  to  service  or  Isbor  in  one  S(a(e,  under  the 
law*  thereof,  eic*ping   into  anotlier,   shall,  in  conae> 

Suence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged 
om  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up,  on 
claim  of  ihe  party  to  whom  such  aervice  or  labor  may  be 
duet"  (eonslituiion  of  tbe  United  State*,  art.  4,  sec.  3.) 
It  is  very  clear,  then,  a*  above  remarked,  there  beinff 
no  grant  of  power  on  this  subject  in  (he  constitution  of 
the  General  Government,  but,  on  tbe  other  hand,  *n  tX' 
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e  vilhin  the  tcope  *nd 
control  «f  theJuritdictionoftheStMei,  Ihit  ill  authoriiy 
Uttel  in  reUtion  to  the  wmr,  botli  b;  implication  and 
.  espreHion,i«re«enredlo  the  iniern*!  police  of  tbeSI*tc>) 
and  that  tbe  General  Qarernmmt  hu  no  more  power 
to  invade  tbe  righti  of  properir  in  » ilaTe,  ttun  it  hai  of 
that  in  land,  house*,  or  the  domestic  produce  of  a  Slate. 
Blavei,  coming  properly  under  the  denomiwitian  of  pri- 
vate property,  can  alone  be  made  subject  t<t  tbe  control 
of  tbe  Fedenl  GoremmeM,  at  oib«r  private  property, 
when  it  li  bonafide  raqnired  for  the  public  utei  n,  for 
ezanple,  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  eaie  of  in*a- 
aion  or  tbe  Kke,  and  then  "  not  without  juat  compenta- 
tion^*  "nor"  (m  ezpreMcd  in  the  late  report  of  the 
Poitnaater  General]  "have  tbe  citiccnaof  one Staie«ny 
more  right  to  inlrrrere  with  the  nibjeot  of  ilavery  in 
another  State,  than  they  have  to  interfero  with  the  in- 
ternal ro{[uialTon>,  riKfalt  of  property,  or  domeiiic  police, 
of  a  fore^n  nation."  The  dilterent  Statea  being  alto- 
gether independent  of  each  other,  and  reUlively  contid^i 
ered  foreign  Slates,  with  regard  to  eveiy  aspect  that  can 
be  assumed  for  this  aubject,  as  well  migtat  the  ciliiena 
of  tbMachuselta  or  Vermont  take  upon  (benwelves  the 
right  to  interfere  with  the  leree  wharves,  or  tbe  private 
property  generaHy,  of  the  citiiena  of  the  city  of  New 
Orteans,  in  the  Slate  of  Louisinna,  a*  to  tiBper  with  the 
passions  or  the  feelings  of  the  slave  popuUiion  in  that 
State,  by  sending  uiflimmatory  and  incendiary  publica- 
tions among  them.  The  former  propo«tioQ  would  be 
much  more  reaxmable  and  eieunble,  because  fraught 
with  infinitely  len  danger  in  iti  oonsequences.  It  may, 
then,  be  assumed,  on  constitutional  grounds,  that  the  re- 
spective Slates  have  the  etcluilve  right  to  legislate  and 
ezeroitejurisdiction  in  all  cases  touching  the  subject  of 
daver^  within  (beir  respective  terriionei,  and,  in  tbe 
AScreiie  of  Utese  reterved  r'Khts,  to  pass  such  laws  as 
will  protect  Ibia  interest,  and  insure  the  peace,  ufety, 
•nd  happineaa,  of  Ibe  people,  by  prohibiting,  under  »e- 
vere  and  heavy  penalties,  either  the  printing  or  circula- 
tion of  such  incendiary  documents  or  papera  aa  aball 
havB  ft  tendency  to  excite  the  slave  population  to  insur- 
rection or  disobedience  to  their  masters  within  their  re- 
tpective  borders. 

Having  premised  this  muoh,  there  remains  but  one  in- 
(|uiiT  for  oor  conaiderttion,  which  Is  contained  in  tbia 
.nngie  proposition:  RasCongreit  the  power  granted  in 
the  coneiitulion,  either  in  aid  of  the  State  autboritiei,  or 
in  tbeexerciaeafiUown  tegilimale  jMrisdiction,  to  pro- 
hibit, under  peul  taDCtions,  the  use  of  tbe  United  States 
.mule  a*  an  agent  to  forward  tbe  views  of  tlio  abolition- 
iitt,  by  carrying  their  Incendiary  publications  into  ibe 
Southern  States?  On  this  proposition  we  should  beitow 
all  the  labor  and  attention  which  our  lime  will  permit. 
Under  other  circumslsnces,  I  might  hive  been  satisfied 
to  rest  tbe  bsaii  of  my  opinions  In  relation  to  this  branch 
of  this  interesting  subject  on  the  high  authority  of  the 
Executive  views,  ai  illustrated  in  his  very  lucid  argu- 
nrota  contained  in  the  message,  and  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General)  agreeing  generally,  as  they  do,  in 
the^  reaaonlng,  contained  in  these  document!,  touching 
this  subject,  with  my  own  viewa  and  opinions. 

But,  a*  membera  ofa  co-ordinate  bnneh  of  the  Peder- 
•1  Govemmettt,  it  i*  incumbent  on  us  to  give  our  own 
interpretation  of  the  conatitulion,  to  far  as  it  should  af- 
fect our  action  on  ihia  important  ■ubjecl. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  responsibility  that  aitaches  to 
thoae  who  claim  a  right  for  the  Federal  Government  lo 
eserclM  a  power  which  ia  conlrovtrted  by  others,  and 
parUcularly  when  it  ii  controverted  by  a  respectable  por- 
tion of  thnse  whose  duly  it  hai  been  to  investigate  tbe 
■ame  subject  with  equal  induitry,  care,  and  impirtialityi 
and,  further,  that  li  devolvci  on  thoae  who  hold  the 
affiiniatire  of  this  propoaition,  ai  it  does  in  everf  other 


case  where  the  right  is  claimed  (o  eserciae  power  by 
the  Federal  Government,  to  prove  from  the  constitution 
that  it  gtanla  the  particular  power  aought  to  be  exer- 
cised. This  necessarily  ahses  from  a  un>ve>sal  rule  of 
legal  construction,  the  nature  of  Ibe  federal  compact, 
and,  laiily,  from  express  declarations  contained  in  tba 
conatitution  llself)  which  place  the  intcrprclation  of  the 
eonatitution  on  higher  ground,  and  above  all  ordinary 
rules  of  construction.  The  Federal  Government  ia  iha 
creature  of  all  the  States  in  the  Union,  The  federal  pow- 
ers are  derived  from  the  constllution,  snd  tliat  alone. 
Tbe  Governntent  of  the  United  Slules  can  clum  no  pow- 
ers which  are  not  granted  to  it  by  (be  constitution,  an4 
the  powers  actually  geanled  must  be  such  as  are  expreH- 
ly  given)  (Con.  Bep.  U.  S.  S-  Co.  vol.  3,  p.  J7S|]  and, 
oonaequenlty,  the  powen  thst  are  enumerated  in  (ttfl 
constitution,  according  to  every  rule  of  construction,  an 
those  alone  that  can  be  exereiied  by  the  Federal  Gov. 
ernment.  Thii  rule  of  construction  is  strengthened  and 
confirmed,  or  rather  so  completely  overreached,  aa  to 
aupertede  the  necessity  of  a  reference  lo  it  In  Ibe  practical 
operations  of  the  Oovernmeni,  by  expresa  reservatloBi* 
of  power  ill  the  conalilution  to  the  Statea  snd  to  the  pei>- 
plc)  it  being  provided  in  the  constitution,  as  above  quo- 
ted, ■<  that  the  enumeration  in  the  conalilution  of  certain 
rights  shall  not  be  conilrued  to  deny  or  disparage  otbev 
retained  by  the  people)"  and  again:  "  the  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  Slates  by  (he  consiituiion,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States  are  reserved  to  tbe  Ststia, 
respectively,  or  to  Ihe  people."  These  olauaes  of  tha 
coiistiludon,  it  dors  seem  to  me,  place  (be  meaning  of 
the  partiea  to  It,  as  to  the  proper  method  of  its  interpta- 
tslion,  beyond  all  eavU  and  controversy.  The  power, 
then,  asked  to  be  euroised  by  the  General  Government, 
must  be  (ought  in  some  Mpress  grant  in  the  consti(ution( 
or  it  must  be  ^hown  (lial  it  is  necessary  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect some  express  grsnl)  or,  in  the  language  of  tlr. 
Madison,  «  aucb  power  muat  be  exprcaaly  delegated,  or 
be  both  proper  and  necessary  lo  carry  into  execution  an 
ciproas  power,  before  it  can  be  conatitutionally  exer- 
cised by  Congress."  It  is,  therefore,  at  this  point  of 
the  investigation,  necessary  10  make  a  strict  examination 
into  the  powers  gtsnied  in  the  constitution,  and  lo  rectir 
to  aucb  articles  in  thst  instrument  ai  it  is  believed  hava 
any  beating  on  tbe  aubject  under  discussion. 

Among  Ibe  powers  granted  to  and  duliea  imposed  on 
Congress,  hy  the  federal  compact,  are  the  following: 
*■  To  auppreas  insurrectiona  and  repel  invasions;"  (Con. 
V.  8.  sec.  8))  and  (o  protect  each  of  Ihem  against  inva- 
sion, and,  in  certain  cases,  against  domestic  violeue*) 
(an.  4,  sec.  4,  Con.  U.S.) 

l(is  contended,  with  much  phusibili(y,  that  sufficient 
power,  is  granlei<,  (ai  ippears  by  necessary  inference  in 
these  ctauses  of  the  constitution,}  to  juilify  the  conclu- 
ion  thst  the  General  Gavernmenl  ought  nut  to  produc* 


>,  the 


of  It 


s  again 


which  it  is  required  by  the  sectiona  juit  quoted  to  pro- 
tect (he  locsl  Guvernmenlsi  (hat  Ihty  nol  only  confer  on 
Cangr|>ii  Ihe  power,  but  make  it  the  duty  of  Congress 
(o  withhold  the  sgency  ofanyof  the  departments  oF  tbe 
General  Government  from  being  iccessary  in  brlnginjf 
about  a  state  of  things  in  any  of  the  Stalea  of  (he  Union 
which  it  would  be  required  by  oonitiluiional  law  to  iup- 
preas)  and  that,  1''  (his  negative  power  of  prevenlion  was 
not  coMemplsted  in  its  farmitiun,  Ihc  Fedeml  Govern- 
ment would  be  exhibited  in  (he  strange  stdlude  of  af- 
fording facillliea  to  hasten  (he  perpetration  of  certain 
crimes  and  offences,  which,  when  comniillei'.  It  would 
be  required  l>y  Ihe  parsmount  Uw  of  (he  land  to  redreasi 
which  would  be  absurd,  not  (o  say  ridiculous.  Yet  1  stn 
aware  that  these  concluiiona  are  liable  (o  some  objeotioti, 
itrovened  on  the  ground  that 
when  ii  actually  occurs  dots 
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not  include  ■  power  over  mil  Ihe  me*ni  thit  nty  tend  to 
prevent  tlie  occurrence  of  (he  ei«e"  I  do  not,  therefore, 
clioose  to  real  my  convictions  of  (he  eiiilence  of  Ihe 
coinlitutionil  power  in  Conf[rru  lo  pui  the  propnted 
Uw,  or  to  recommend  ill  p»wg«,  upon  Ihe  tulhorilr 
conlsined  in  theM  cbnie*  of  the  conitiiuiinni  leniible  ■( 
I  »m  that  it  i>  not  *  Mre  or  conMilutionii  rule  for  Ihe 
Federal  Government  lo  act  where  llie  gnn\  of  *  power 
)■  not  expre*<  *nd  clear,  tnd  where  il  ia  >t  all  doublfiil, 
or  where  it  ha*  itE  foundation  in  implication  or  cnnatruc- 
(ion.  Aiilhorily  to  act  in  the  preient  ca«e,  then,  muit 
be  louKhl  for  eiaewhere  in  Ihe  conilitulion.  "  Congrcai 
haa  power  (alan)  to  rcguiate  commerce  with  foreign  na. 
tioniandamonfclheaeveral  Slalest"  (lec.  6,  Con.  tl.  S.] 
How  Far  this  Jtranl  in  the  conalltution  may  have  a  bear- 
ing on  the  subject  under  discuuion  ia  not  very  apparent, 
nor  do  I  undertake  to  affirm  ila  extern.  Ila  proviMons, 
M  lo  Ihe  power  for  which  we  are  aeekinir,  may  be  liable. 
In  tome  deRree,  to  objeelioni  simitar  to  those  aj^inal  Ihe 
power  contained  in  the  cbusea  above  referred  to.  It  is, 
however,  very  notorious  that  the  ^nerally  accepted 
meaning  of  Ihe  word  "commefce,"  as  used  in  Ihe  con- 
•tiiution,  ii  taken,  with  its  adjuncts,  to  confer  on  Con- 
gress the  power  to  regulate  the  interchange  or  mutual 
exchange  of  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  produce 
or  property  of  any  kind,  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  and  between  the  several  States.  The 
asme  lerm  is  also  used  lo  convey  the  idea  of  reciprocal 
cominunicationa  of  any  kind,  and  the  intercourse,  gener- 
ally, between  individuals.  It  ia  ilaa  said  that  "com- 
fDcrce,  in  its  simplest  signification,  meant  an  exchange 
of  goodaj  but,  in  the  advanceroenl  of  society,  labor, 
transportation,  intelligence,  care,  and  various  means  of 
exchange,  become  commodities,  and  enter  into  com- 
mercci  the  aubject,  the  vehicle,  Ihe  agent,  Jic,  become 
the  object!  of  commercial  rrgulationai"  (Cond.  Rep. 
a.  Co.  U.  3.  vol.  3,  589.)  And  again:  "Commerce  un- 
doubtedly i«  traffic)  but  it  ia  something  more— it  is  inler- 
coursei"  (idem,  567.)  And  is  it  nol  in  this  latter  sense, 
and  by  vinue  of  the  power  conferred  in  this  clause,  that 
(he  Federal  Government  regulates  Ihe  intercourse  be- 
tween Jhe  citizeni  of  Ihe  United  Slates  and  foreign  Gnv- 
ernmenla?  Without  this  ({rent  of  power  in  the  constitu- 
tion, this  right  to  regulate  the  intercourse  between  the 
citicena  of  each  of  the  State*  and  Foreign  Governments 
would  be  reserved,  exclusively,  to  llie  respective  States. 

If,  under  this  grant  of  powi  '"  

to  regula 

1  Governp 

nol  the  ume  power  bestowed  on  Congreaaas  to  the  reg- 
ulation of  Ihe  inlercourse  between  the  citiieni  of  the 
•everal  Stalee?  "  The  language  which  grants  the  power 
as  to  one  description  of  commercr,  granla  it  as  lo  alli" 
(idem,  98S.}  If  so,  is  il  not  competent  for  Congress  to 
regulate  all  commerce  and  intercour**  of  every  kind, 
between  the  Slates  and  the  citizens  of  the  several  Slates, 
except  where  Ihe  above  grant  of  power  i*  limited  in 
Mhrr  parts  of  the  CDnslitulionF  The  sane  authority 
holds  that  "  this  power  to  regulate  commerce  is  general, 
and  has  no  limitations  but  auch  as  are  prescribed  in  Ihe 
eonitllution  itaelf."  Again:  "  ibat  the  power  to  regu- 
late eomoierce  extends  la  every  specie*  of  commercial 
intercoiirae  beta'een  the  Uniled  Slates  and  foreign  na- 
tions, and  antong  the  severul  State*.  It  does  not  slop  at 
the  external  boundary  nfa  Ststei"(idFm,  p,  563.)  And 
has  not  the  practice  of  the  Federal  Government  been 
predicated  upon  this  principle,  from  ila  formation  forward 
to  Ihe  present  limef  And  doe*  not  thl*  view  of  the  pow- 
er granted  in  this  clause  of  the  constitution  recognise  in 
the  General  Government  the  power  to  regulate  the  in- 
tereounie  between  Ihe  several  Statrs,  and  the  citizens  of 
the  several  States,  that  i*  carried  on  through  the  agency 
Of  tbe  mailiF     II  it  doei  not,  does  thit  power  belong  to 


the  Slate  Gnvernmenis'  It  is  apprehended  that  this  wilt 
not  be  contended.  It  ia,  however,  unfjueilionably  tme 
that  each  Stale  ha*  cnniplete  power  to  regulate  its  whole 
internal  commerce)  this  may  be  coniidered  one  of  it* 
reserved  rights,  nr  a  riglit  that  existed  anterior  to  the 
conaiituiion,  and  that  never  ha*  been  jrielded  up  by  tb« 
Slates. 

But  can  one  State  lake  eogniiance  ot  the  act*  of  a  cit- 
izen of  one  of  its  co-State*,  committed  against  its  riglits^ 
□r  to  the  prejudice  of  ila  internal  police,  however  aggr«< 
vated  it  may  be,  beyond  its  limits'  Can  il  call  on  ibe 
Gnvernment  of  its  co-Siale,  where  the  offence  ia  corn- 
milled,  by  negotiation  or  otherwise,  and  demand  •  re- 
dress of  llie  ([rievsnee  complained  of|  or  demand  the 
citizen  of  another  State,  who  had  committed  an  oETence 
in  the  litter  State  agalnat  the  Sute  making  Ihe  demand, 
to  be  delivered  up  to  be  punished  by  the  laws  of  the 
Slate  within  the  jurisdiclion  of  which  the  offender  had 
never  been?  If  il  he  sn  that  Ihe  reapeclive  Sutes  could 
not  do  one-  or  the  other  of  theae  act*,  (whicb  It  ia  be- 
lieved they  could  not,)  does  it  not  follow  that  theae  pow- 
ers have  been  truattd  by  the  federal  compact  in  the 
Federal  Government?  If  they  be  not  in  the  reapeclive 
States,  they  must  be  in  the  General  Govemmentt  for 
the  reapeclive  Stale*  were  originally  sovereign,  and  have 
parted  with  none  of  their  sovereignly  or  nationality,  M- 
cept  so  far  at  ihey  have  done  so  by  the  delegation  of 
power  in  the  constitulion  of  the  United  Statea  to  the 
United  State*. 

If  Ibis  powtion  were  not  correct,  Ihe  tereni  StstM 
would  be  in  a  atate  of  lesa  aecuriiy,  and  more  defence- 
leta,  in  Ihts  particular,  than  they  were  before  the  fornta- 
tion  of  the  Federal  Unioni  for  each  State  would  be 
wholly  unprotected,  in  a  certain  «lasi  of  case*,  againtt 
the  violence  of  the  citizens  of  its  slater  Stales,  which 
could  not  have  been  intended  or  overlooked  by  the  fra- 
mer*  of  Ihe  contlitulion.  Hut  it  is  aiid,  ~m  answer  lo 
this,  that  it  it  provided  in  Ihe  constitution  of  Ihe  United 
Stales  that  I'llie  citizens  of  each  Slate  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunitiea  of  the  cit'iens  in  the 
several  Stalet."  No  deductions,  it  Is  presumed,  can  be 
drawn  from  thl*  article  of  the  eonstilulion  to  contravene 
Ihe  above  conclLi*lan*i  for  thi*  clause  cannot  confer 
higher  privilege*  or  immunltie*  on  the  cltizeni  of  one 
Slate  in  another  State  than  the  citizen*  Ihemselvea  in 
the  taller  poueaij  and  it  i*  conceived  that  the  privilrget 
and  immunities  here  conferred  can  only  be  enjoyed  when 
the  parly  desiring  to  exercise  ihem  bring*  himietf  within 
thejuritdiclionoF  the  latter  State.  Or  this  clauie  ofthc 
constitulion  may  more  properly  be  underalood  to  mean, 
that  Ihe  eitizena  of  each  of  the  Slate*,  under  vmilar  cii^ 
eumtlance*,  shall  be  cqusll;  entiiled  to  all  Ihe  privilege* 
and  immunities  flowing  from  Ihe  action  of  the  Federal 
Government.  It  has  been  said,  and  very  properly  aaid, 
that  "ihe  conaiitution  of  Ihe  United  Stale*  watdeugned 
tor  Ihe  cummon  and  equal  benefit  of  all  tlie  people  of 
the  United  SlateSf"  (Cnnd.  Rep.  S.  Co.  U.  8.  vol.  S, 
596.)  But  I  ahall  pursue  this  branch  of  Ihe  subject  no 
further)  it  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpotea,  in  this  par- 
ticular instance,  to  resort  lo  doubtful  or  conitructive 
powen)  there  being  an  express  grant  of  power  in  tlw 
constitution,  which,  with  ilt  incident*  necei*ary  and 
proper  to  carry  it  into  execution.  Fully  embrace*  Ihe  ob- 
ject provided  for  in  tliis  amendment,  and  recommended 
by  the  Pretidenl:  "The  Congreas  shall  have  power  lit 
establish  post  oFficri  and  pott  madti"  (Con.  U.  3.,  sec 
80  and,  according  to  i\r,  Madison's  conal ruction,  which 
1  have  adopted,  and  according  to  the  contlitulion  itaelf 
such  other  "  power  at  ahall  be  neeessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  intoeieculion  llie  foregoing  power,"  exprestly 
granled  In  Ibis  ctause  of  thecon>tit)ilioni  (Con.  U.  S., 
sec.  6j)  such  aa  to  keep  up  and  coniinue  poat  olSces 
and  pott  roads,  when  estabhahedt  lo  prescribe  and  tegu- 
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hte  the  mode  orurrfing  the  mail  (hereon  i  to  determine 
the  ntei  of  poaU|;e,  or  whether  any  it  >U  ihkll  be 
chargFil  or  nnti  lo  preicribe  the  mode  of  the  appiHnt- 
ment  of  ill  Ihe  ofBeen  ntce*mry  to  carry  into  effect  the 
•bnve  objeet«(  to  define  their  dutleai  and  to  puniatt  all 
ofTencei  committed  aninit  the  PoM  Office  Department, 
■nd  ihe  law*  reffuUtinfr  the  mail  Iranipurlation,  in  Ihe 
United  Siatei  courti.    Theie  povera  have  been  eoniinu* 


kny  claim  having  been  act  up  bf  (lie  State  authoritiei  (o 
pardcipate  thereiii.  Thii  ia  a  very  pertiiuive,  if  not  a 
concluiive  argument,  Ko">K  'o  ealabllah  (he  rixht  ofes- 
e1uai*e  ,iuriidic(ian  over  tliii  branch  of  the  publio  lerTiee 
in  (he  Federal  Gnvernment.  The  whnle  coune  of  legia- 
lallon  on  thii  nibjret  ahowa  that  the  power  of  Cungren 
hu  been  univemlly  underatnod  (a  comprehend  thia  en- 
tire Buhjeel.  When  I  iprak  in  theae  general  terms  t 
wiih  to  be  undentood  to  mean  (hat  thii  exc1uai«e  right 
tojurisdicliun  iaover  the  United  Slalea  maila,  and  that 
only  whiht  tlie  General  GoTernmenl  ahall  chooM  to  ex- 
ercite  thit  power.  And  1  may  here  very  properly  adopt 
the  language  of  Juitice  Story,  while  examining  another 
Bubject  of  juriadietiun  nearly  allied  to  Ihe  one  under  con- 
aderatlon:  "  In  diacuialng  Ihe  quration  whethrr  the 
|>nwer  ii  (till  in  the  Slatea,  in  the  caae  under  eiamina- 
tion,  we  may  diamiii  from  it  the  Inquiry  whether  it  it 
•urreiiderrd  by  the  mere  grant  to  CungreM,  or  retained 
unlil  CongrrM  ahall  cierciie  the  power.  We  may  dia- 
niiaa  that  inquiry,  becauae  it  has  been  ezercited,  and  the 
regulaliona  which  Rongreai  deemed  it  pniper  ID  make 
are  now  in  full  operadon.  The  aole  queation  ia,  can  a 
Slate  regulate  thii  power  while  Congrcis  ii  regulating 
IV"  And  again,  in  a  caa*  analogoua  (o  thia,  it  wai  held 
that  (he  power  nf  the  Statei,  a*  to  Ihat  aiibjecl,  "  muit 
be  at  an  end,  ao  far  ai  the  United  Statfa  have,  by  their 
legialative  act,  taken  the  aubjeet  under  their  iminediate 
auperlotcndencei"  (Cond.  Rep.  U.  S.  9.  Co.  toI.  5.  591.) 
Tet,  how  far  the  reapeeiiie  Statea  might  carry  on  and 
regulate  a  ayatem  of  maila,  to  operate  excluaively  on 
their  own  cit'zeni,  and  within  their  own  limila,  ii  ia  not 
neceaaary  here  (o  conaider.  Bu(  i[  aeenm  to  me  evident 
that  they  could  not  exercise  thia  power  beyond  their 
own  limila  and  the  riglila  of  iheir  own  ciiiien*,  ao  aa  to 
operate  on  the  richi*  of  ciiiiena  of  other  Stateai  and, 
conlequenlly,  their  legiilation  could  nol  reach  and  pun- 
iah  aueh  acta  aa  wouhl  cauae  ubnoiioui  and  dangeroiia 
publicaliona  to  be  tnnamltted  through  the  public  i  " 
into  their  reapectire  terriloriea,  if  auch  acta  were 
milted  beyond  their  limita.  Thia  being  a  part  of  the 
commerce  "among  the  ae»eral  Statea,"  and  of  the  reg- 
ulationa  of  the  General  Peat  OSice  Department,  it  aeema 
to  me  it  muit  be  left  for  the  action  of  Congresa.  Uitder 
Ihe  alate  of  f'ct*  abore  deicribed,  and  the  powera  of  the 
Federal  and  State  G<i*crnmenta,  aa  above  reviewed, 
have  we  aasirned  in  the  amendment  the  regulationof 
Ihe  {|uari(y  of  the  dociimenti  or  papera  which  are,  by  ila 
proviilona,  to  be  prohibited  from  the  maila,  in  certain 
caaea,  lo  the  proper  authoritiea.  The  amendment  de- 
Anc*  the  publicaliona  that  are  to  be  prohibited  from  Ihe 
mail',  aa  far  aa  the  action  of  Ihe  General  Governmrnl  ii 
to  be  concerned,  for  the  purpnae  ofahowing  the  uliima. 
turn  to  which  this  Governmenl  will  interpoae  ita  protec- 
tion in  behalf  of  Ihe  alavehulding  Statea,  in  reference  to 
the  agency  ofthe  nuili. 

But  the  practical  operation  of  the  law  contemplated 
in  the  amendment  will  depend  upon  the  cnncurrenl 
action  of  Ihe  Statea  in  which  it  ia  deaigned  to  operate. 
This,  it  doea  aeem  to  me,  concede!  all  that  thoae  who 
(wntend  Ihat  the  vit  vilm  of  power,  which  once  exiated 
in  the  Statei  on  thia  aubjeet.  Is  not  extinguiahed  bf  the 

Saat  and  preaent  action  of  Congreaa,  and  that  thcjuria- 
ietlon  M  the  Qencrvl  and  State  GoTerBmcDti  on  tbi* 


lid  deaire.  It  might  be  con- 
tended, with  much  force  and  reason  (if  it  were  necessary 
for  our  purposes)  in  thia  particuLr  caae,  that  the  right 
to  determine  what  shall  be  carried  in  the  United  Statea 
maila  belon^a  to  Ihat  Government,  '■  to  which  the  great 
trust  Is  confided  of  preserving  inviolate  the  relations  cre< 
ated  among  Ihe  Stales  by  the  conatitution,"  and  which 
haa  been  hitherto  held  tu  be  competent  to  puni>h  all  of- 
fences agsinat  the  mall  regulationai  to  regulate  the  rale* 
of  poatagei  to  tax  some  of  ita  citliens  for  the  use  of  tha 
mails,  and  to  exempt  others  from  any  charge  for  lika 
privileges)  and  to  determine  the  sixe  or  weight  of  tha 
documents  or  papers  that  ahall  be  carried  in  Ihe  mails| 
all  of  which  Congress  has  already  reirulaicd  by  law. 

Prom  the  exiatence  of  this  state  of  facta,  i*  it  nut  fair 
to  conclude  that  Congresa  Is  equally  competent  lo  pre- 
scribe and  deltne  the  quality  of  the  papers  or  document* 
that  shsll  be  privileged  to  this  mode  of  iwnveyance,  pro- 
vided that  the  nile  be  uniform,  so  that  the  eitixen*  of 
each  State  ahall  be  entitled  (<n  this  particuhr  case)  to 
all  the  privileges  and  Im*  Potiea  of  the  oitixena  cT  tb« 
several  Statei?  It  ia  belt..  /A  that  thia  position  cannot 
be  successfully  comroTeried,  at  1e«t  when  it  Is  first  to 
meet  with  Ihe  approbation  of  (he  State*  where  it  ia  de- 
signed to  operate,  as  provided  for  in  this  amendment 
and  eapecially  on  the  aubjeet  which  it  contemplate*. 
But  thia  poailion  is  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  it 
might  form  a  precedent  that  would  lead  to  ihe  abuse  of 
this  power.  To  the  firat  part  of  this  objection  I  reply, 
that  the  subject  of  slavery,  aa  it  rxtsta  In  this  country,  i* 
uiigeMrit,-  111  existence  in  the  State*  is  provided  for  in 
the  conaiituilon  of  the  confederacy.  Every  thing  that 
pertains  to  it  is  peculiar  and  diatinct  from  the  retaiioiw 
that  exist  with  regard  to  oilier  property)  and  no  action 
touching  this  subject,  as  far  aa  the  intercourse  of  the 
Statea  is  concemird,  can  be  held  as  a  precedent  on  tli« 
subject  of  other  property.  As  to  the  remainder  of  the 
objection,  I  answer,  in  the  lanKuage  of  an  eminenl  judge, 
that  "  it  is  always  a  doubtful  courae  to  argue  against  the 
existence  of  a  puwer,  from  the  possibility  of  lis  abusei" 
for  it  matters  not  wherever  power  may  be  veated.  it  Is 
susceptible  of  abuae.  On  the  otiirr  hand,  if  the  power 
tu  define  the  aubjeet-matter  and  the  quality  of  the  pub- 
lications which  are  to  be  privileged  to  trBiumieaion  by 
the  United  Stair*  into  or  over  the  terriloriea  of  Ihe  re- 
spective Statea  is  truated  to  the  State*  alone,  (is  i* 
warmly  contended  by  some,  ]  will  it  be  less  ubjeclionablei 
f>r  leas  likel}'  to  be  abused?  Would  it  not  amount,  at 
once,  to  a  virtual  surrender  of  the  Juriidiction  of  Con- 
greaa over  this  channel  of  inlercourae  and  intercommu- 
nication between  the  several  Slalea,  and  between  tbo 
General  Government  and  the  Statea,  which,  (ogethcr 
with  (lie  people  ofthe  respective  SUIes,  are  the  ccnitil- 
uenll  of  thia  Government?  Because,  if  the  Statea  can 
exclude  from  the  Uniied  Statea  mails  one  description  of 
publications,  they  could  exclude  olhersi  and  it  would 
lallow,Baacanaequenc(,  that  the  mail  regulations  would, 
in  a  short  time,  be  aa  diversitied  and  multirarloua  aa  the 
different  local  interests  and  sectional  prrjudicea  of  the 
aeveral  Slalea.  And  would  not  such  a  eonitruciion,  in 
the  end,  dealroy  all  the  objects  of  the  DcpartmenlF 
Could,  then,  such  a  reaerralion  of  power  to  the  State* 
hare  been  intended  by  the  frsmer*  of  the  conslitutiont 
It  is  apprehended  that  such  could  not  have  been  the  in- 
tcntion. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  respective  Governments  i* 
complete,  so  far  la  exerctaed  by  either,  in  pursuance  of 
the  constitution.  Aa  Mr.  kladiaon  has  well  observed, 
"  The  Government  of  the  United  Stairs,  created  by  ibe 
constitution,  ia  as  sovereign  within  the  sphere  of  it* 
powers  11  the  Governmenti  created  by  Ihe  conHilutiona 
of  the  Statei  are  lOvereign  within  their  several  apberc*.** 
Finally,  it  doc*  leem  lo  me,  from  the  force  of  the  grant! 
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d  from  (he  oontUnt  unite  ind  practice  of  the  Gavcm- 
ment  tor  more  ilun  liilf  >  ctntury,  th*t  it  nn]>  be  Mfely 
oonchlded  that  til  the  concerni  of  the  Poit  Office  De- 
ptrlment,  in  its  divfriifled  »nd  camplieited  opentioni 
througtiout  the  confedency,  are  eamoiitted  to  the  «i»- 
dom  ind  oonlrol  of  CongT«i<i  and  Ihit  it  it  the  duty  of 
Con)|frea^  *o  long  ■■  it  ihalt  oontinue  to  eiereiM  thi* 
power  >t  tit,  to  oirrj  into  esecution  the  object!  of  ill 

The  dnif[n  of  thi*  Depirtmenl,  nyi  the  Preiidenf, 
"VM  to  TMtFr  an  (tnicible  inlercourae  Hid  carrecpond- 
moe  between  the  memberB  of  the  canftA^ney,"  When, 
thererore,  pirtieuiir  priTilrgei  ocnnecled  therewith, 
Which  hi«e  been  ettended  ta  the  citiz«i>  of  the  United 
Statci,  h«Te  been  abuwH,  ar  found  by  experience  to  be 
tabverrire  of  the  endi  which  they  were  detigricd  to 
promote,  \t  it  not  within  the  powrr  of  Congreu  lo  cuiiiil 
*nd  r«guhte  thoM  priTilegrs,  lo  Ihit  thej>  Rmy  be  pro* 
motive  of  the  object  ind  d^^gni  for  which  they  were 
hutitutedF  Nothhif,  it  t^^^'  seern  to  me,  c*n  fbllow 
more  >n««tlibly  tliin  the  i^ctmion  that  Congreu  ii 
entirely  competent  to  do  mi.   ' 

'  I  (htll  briefly  notice  one  other  objection  which  hai 
been  ralied  to  the  rserciie  nfttie  power  f^r  which  I  hare 
been  oontending',  inil  I  ihill  hire  done.  It  i«  nid  in  ■ 
lite  inoendiiry  publicalion,  ityTed  the  "Proteit  of  the 
American  Anti-slivery  Society,"  that  "  the  law  recom- 
mended lo  be  passed  in  the  late  menace  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea,  for  tha  frpilaiion  of  the 
Cfincerna  of  the  Post  Office  Department,"  n  ominoui  to 
the  fVeedom  of  the  pren.  Thii  objection  hti  aince  been 
followed  up  and  reanerted  by  olherai  and  ii  now  insisted 
on  in  committee  by  a  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
HaLti]  a  lotirce  ao  respectable  ai  to  entitle  it  to  aome 
eonitderation  in  thia  discuninn.  No  ri^t  ii  belter 
guarded  in  the  oonititution,  or  more  just^  dear  tV  the 
American  people,  than  the  fivedom  of  tl>e  preas.     The 

Em,  with  all  lit  gina  upon  it,  in  thia  country,  must  atill 
preserved  free  and  untrammelled.  It  ii  the  life  of 
intelligence— the  ^ardian  of  liberty)  it  is  identified  with 
^r  institutions,  and  should  be  chrrithed  with  vestal 
viplance.  But  how  ii  it  connected  with  thia  lubject? 
How  doei  the  recommendation  of  the  President  affect 
Ihit  ancient,  preacripilre,  oonttilutional  right*  After 
givinfT  10  this  objeciion  my  mott  careful  and  leriout 
atlenlion,  I  am  wholly  unable  to  tee  how  (he  denial  of 
the  ute  ofthe  mail*  to  citizenior  one  of  the  States  oflhe 
Union,  to  enable  lliem  to  carry  on  a  dlacunion,  ad- 
dreiteil  to  the  paasion*  of  domeatic  alave*,  within  the 
borders  of  another  State — the  itibject  being  of  acknowl- 
edged local  juriadiclTOn,  Che  discusaion  inaurrectionarr 
in  ita  tendency,  in  the  opinion  of  Congresa,  and  forbid- 
den by  the  sorereii^nty  of  the  Slate  into  which  the 
obnoiioua  paper-argumenti  are  tought  to  be  triniporled 
through  the  agency  of  the  maili — can  be  distorted  into 
•n  abridgment  of  the  freedom  of  the  prm.  It  in  no 
«a^  Interferea  with  the  right  of  freely  printing,  pub- 
Itahiog,  and  circulating,  at  their  own  ritk,  coat,  and 
reiponiibiiliy,  such  argumentior  tentlmentiaalhryahall 
think  moat  proper  and  expedient.  Bir,  an  entire  eeuer 
of  the  use  of  the  Foal  Offlee  Department,  m  it  aeemi  to 
me,  could  nnt  alTect  this  riftht,  in  ihe  sense  in  which  it 
il  protected  in  the  conititulioni  much  leta  can  Ihe  with- 
holding of  its  agency,  by  a  uniform  rule,  on  tiie  partieu- 
lar  subject  alluded  to,aoaa  to  thwart  Ihe  moat  unwortiiy 
purpoaen,  be  regarded  at  affecting  il.  So  well  convinced 
■a  I  of  the  correctnen  cj  Ihii  poMtion,  that  t  am  latlt- 
lled,  for  Ihe  present,  on  the  mere  ititement  of  the 
proposition,  to  trirat  Ihe  eonckirion  to  the  witdom  of 
Coiigreat  and  the  intelligence  of  tha  American  people. 
Tbia  Department  wai  dcaigned  toeonltrm  and  ilrenglhen 
the  boBdi  of  the  Uaion,  by  Ibatering  "an  amioabk  oor- 


reapondence  between  all  Ihe  membera  of  the  confed- 
eracy." And  If  Ihe  public  functionariea  ahould,  at  any 
time,  be  ao  far  forgeliul  of  ila  object  as  to  tend  lim  aid  to 
Ihesubveraion  of  thrM  purpoaea  and  principles,  tbey 
would  be  culpably  amenable  at  the  bar  of  their  eounliy, 
end  fiithlrat  to  portcrity.  1  am  now  done.  But,  befors 
I  lake  my  seat,  I  beg  leave  to  tay,  that  I  truat^  in  Uw 
fiiture  diacuaaion  of  Ihia  iufaiecl,  (if  iiiture  diacuaaoa 
there  ahsit  be  npon  it,)  we  wm  not  again  hear  It  urged, 
ai  has  already  been  done,  when  another  branch  of  thia 
lubject  waa  under  con<^ideration,  that  Ihe  abolilioniila 
ahould  not  be  onpoacd,  becauae  Ihcy  are  acttiated  by 
the  dictatet  of  reliRion.  Sir,  I  believe  in  pure  religion, 
but  I  have  no  faith  in  a  finatieiim  whieh  iaevcr  ready 
lo  gainsay  "the  powera  thatbe,"  and  that  leekatanile 
the  political  deatinie*  of  the  nation.  I  had  boprd,  and 
t  yet  hope,  that  "  divine  right"  had  oeaaed  to  be  a 
"  good  plea"  throughout  ail  America,  and  especially 
within  theae  walli,  in  sight  of  the  atar-spangled  banner, 
and  under  the  proud  wing  of  the  Ameriean  eagle! 
[Pointing  to  Ihe  American  flag  and  eagU  Id  the  ball  of 
the  House  of  RepreMntatives.J 

When  Mr.  SelsLin  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HALL  raid  that  his  great  anxiety  lo  obtun  the 
final  action  of  the  Hnuae  on  the  two  imponant  bills  re- 
ported by  Ihe  Poit  Office  Committee,  to  the  conaidera. 
tion  of  which  only  the  present  day  bad  been  ataigned, 
would  prevent  him  from  long  detaining  the  committee. 
Rut  lie  felt  it  bit  duly  to  aubmit  a  very  few  remarks  be- 
fore the  vote  was  taken  on  Ihe  amendment.  He  con- 
curred in  one  of  the  leading  poaitions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneiaee,  that  the  States  had  fiill  power  to  paai 
such  laws  ss  they  thought  proper  in  regard  to  alarrry 
within  their  respective  limits.  He  would  inquire  if  the 
States  had  exerted  that  power  in  relation  to  the  pubfio- 
tionsof  which  the  gentleman  complained?  The  Stalely 
doubiiriB,  had  full  power  over  theae  publicslioni  the  mo- 
menl  they  left  Ihe  Post  OfUcei  and  in  a  matter  so  pecu- 
liarly within  the  province  of  State  legitlation  ai  was  the 
subject  oftlavery,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  the  Slater 
before  coming  to  Congreis  Ibr  relief,  to  show  that  Ibey 
had  pill  their  own  powers  in  requisition,  and  Ihat  they 
had  proved  inefFectual.  The  power  of  the  States  waa 
clear  and  undeniable.  No  man  could  ttrioutly  contend 
thai  the  power  of  ihit  Onvrrnment  wai  of  that  character- 
All  must  concede  that  it  waa  at  least  a  doubthii  power. 
And  yet  we  are  called  upon  to  exerciae  the  power  of 
thia  Government  before  Ihe  9latet  h»ve  tried  tbeira; 
This,  with  him,  would  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  tbe 
amendment,  if  there  were  no  olhera. 

Mr.  H.  said  ha  would  not  notice  Ihe  detaila  of  tb» 
amendment,  or  submit  any  argument  on  ita  partieutar 
provisions.  He  objected  to  it  on  contlitntiimat  ground^ 
and  waa  opposed  to  all  legiilation  on  Ihe  subject,  in 
whatever  form  it  might  be  presented.  Re  bald  Ihat 
any  legislation  on  the  lutaject  would  be  a  direct  violatioa 
of  that  elsuse  of  the  constitution  which  pndiibiled  Con- 
grera  from  making  any  law  "abridging  the  freadom  irf 
the  press."  He  held  that  the  reitnctive  clauses  of  the 
constitution  were  coeztennve  with  the  whole  instrument, 
that  they  aet  limiit  tnA  boundaries  to  all  the  conferred 
powers,  which  could,  under  no  circumatanoea  or  on  any 
pretence,  be  paaaed  without  a  violation  of  the  conatitu- 
lion.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  claimed  hiaau- 
Ihnrity  for  legiilslion  under  llie  powrr  to  eatabliah  pod 
offices  and  poat  roads.  Neither  that  power  nor  any  other 
could  be  so  eierciaed  at  to  intrench  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  He  (Ur.  H.)  admitted  thai  Congre»,  under 
ilt  Post  Office  power,  might  prescribe  the  weight,  the 
bulk,  and  the  form  of  paokagea  to  be  carried  in  tba 
mail)  but  Ihe  moment  Congrcsi  undertook  lo  look  into 
publieatioM^  for  il>e  purpose  of  atccrtaining  the  sentV 
manis  tbcy  were  designed  to  iaouleal«i  or  to  ate  if  (tie 
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E  piKperl;  eiprened,  tint  monient  Con- 
grcM  invMleil  the  jurlcdiction  of  the  prew^  ind  wm 
trewllBg  on  uncoiutiiuiiimal  ground.  Thii  wu  no  new 
doctrine.  II  wu  the  old  republicin  doctrlDe  of  "SS,  the 
doctrine  of  Hr.  Ibditon  in  hii  report  to  the  Vir|[inik 
Houie  of  Dclegtteai  •  doctrine  which  denie*  any  power 
in  CongreM  to  mike  any  law  in  *nj  Ritnner  touching 
Iheprea—Anj  power  Id  expreu  ■  leglilitiTe  opinion  of 
the  ebuMlen  and  tendency  of  iti  produclioni.  And  did 
not  thk  ■mendoient  ezpren  *u^  legi&Utire  opinion? 
CerUinlf  it  did.     It  determiDcd  the  chaimcter  of  oertiin 

CblicatiOM  lo  be  incendiary,  and  iMde  IheD'  mail  circu- 
ioD  ■  orintei  and  the  principle*  of  thit  legiriation  ex- 
tended to  publication*  on  other  nibjecti  ai  well  u  that 
ofilavery.  It  included  all  aubjecti,  whether  moral,  reli- 
^tvoft,  or  politKkl.  It  wai  in  run  to  attempt  a  diiiinc- 
lion.  The  ground  on  whicb  the  gentleman  had  tought 
to  Juitify  hU  propoied  legiilaUon  wai,  tha  t  it  wai  a  meani 
ofprenntinB  iniurrection.  Frecieely  the  tame  proeeia 
of  reatoninf  which  would  allow  Congrcu  a  power  to 
determine  what  pubncattoni  would  have  *  tendency  lo 


a  tendency  to  eiciie  a  political  revolt,  and  concede  the 
like  aulhorilf  to  luppieai  their  circulation. 

The  principle  which  the  adoption  of  thia  amendment 
would  ertebltih  would  enable  Congren  to  go  on  legiila- 
ting  until  but  a  An%\t  political  newapaper  or  religion* 
periodical,  which  met  the  approbation  of  Gorernnent, 
■houM  bare  the  ad'antage  of  annul  eircolation.  Hr.  H. 
•aid  he  could  not  but  ezprca*  bii  mrpriae  that  Southern 
genllenien,  who  hare  been  educated  in  the  •chool  of  Jef- 
fenon  and  Hadiion,  ihould,  eren  under  the  exeitementa 
produced  by  the  abolition  queilion,  aeem  ready  ao  toon 
to  abandon  the  great  tandmarki  of  the  conatitution  eatab- 
li*hed  by  their  falheri,  and  for  the  purchate  of,  at  beat, 
butidoubllul  benefit,  conaent  to  Ibe  assertion  of  a  princi- 
ple fraught  with  lucb  dangeroua  and  alarming  conae- 
quencea.  He  would  not  believe  that  Bouthern  gentle- 
men ibenaelte*  were,  to  any  conaiderable  extent,  pre- 
pared for  Boch  a  meature. 

OentlenKn  ahnuld  consider  Ibal,  when  Ibe  principle 
was  once  eitablished,  an  unlimited  power  over  the 
whole  periodical  preia  of  the  country  wai  surrendered  to 
the  General  Government .  Unless  publications  could  be 
circulated,  (he  priming  of  them  was  entirety  useless. 
The  Post  Office  power  belonged  exclusively  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and,  under  it,  Congrm  possessed  the 
most  perfect  control  of  the  whole  regular  circulation  of 
the  country-  Neither  a  Slate  nor  an  individual  could 
carry  on  the  business  of  such  circulation  contrary  to  its 
will.  Congress,  therefore,  exercising  the  authority  to 
jud|:e  of  the  character  of  publications,  and  of  n»onop- 
olizing  their  circulation,  would  have  it  cimpletely  in  its 
power  not  only  lo  abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press,  but 
completely  to  overthrow  and  destroy  it.  He  would  not 
t>elieve  llut  gentlemen  were  ready  to  eaiablisb  such  a 
prineiple.  He  could  not  conceive  there  was  any  possible 
danger  that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  and  he 
would  notdetain  the  committee  trilh  any  further  remarks. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  negatived  without  a  count. 

Hr.  HANK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add  the  word 
"  money,"  intheclaute  prracribingwhal  the  poslmasteri 
should  receive  free  of  postage  and  frank.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ttBGD  moved  an  additional  clause,  providing  that 
no  tax  should  be  paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  in- 
dividual having  the  accommodation  of  private  hole*  or 
pigeon-holes  at  the  po•toffice^  to  the  postmaster  of  said 
offices,  but  that  aajd  box  or  pigeon-hole  should  be  con- 
atructeil  at  the  expense  of  the  individual  requiring  it, 
«nd  that  he  should  pay  one  dollar  per  annum  to  the  Gov- 
cnuncDt  therefor.  I 
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After  a  few  remarka  from  Heasrs.  REED,  HcKIH, 
MANN  of  New  York,  HARPER  of  Penniylvanii,  ASH. 
WARDWELL,  CONNOR,  BRIGG9,  and  PEARCE  of 
Rhode  Island, 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  suggealed  a  substitute  for  the 
amendment,  providing  that  no  rent  whatever  should  be 
charged  for  any  box  or  pigeon-bole  by  any  postmaster 
ordeputy  postmaster,  but  Ibai  they  should  be  constructed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Hr.  UEED  accepted  thi*  in  lieu  of  his  own. 

After  a  few  words  from  Hessra.  PARKER.  REED, 
JOHNSON  lA  Louisiana,  HANN  of  New  York  and 
HARLAN, 

The  amendment  waa  rejected. 

Ur.  BELL  moved  an  amendment,  to  come  in  t>  Iha 
Bnt  section  of  the  bill,  providing  that  the  President,  bjr 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Betiate,  ihotdd  ap- 
point three  oommltsioneri^  at  bq  annual  salary  ol  #3,iOO 
each,  and  who  should  hereafter  perform  all  tlic  duties  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  and  that  the  act  authoriiing 
the  appointment  or  the  Postmaater  General  be  re- 
Mr.  B.  said  hii  object  was  to  diminish  the  vast  power 
accumulated  in  the  Eanda  of  the  bead  of  the  Pott  Offle* 
Department,  and  he  should,  as  long  as  be  had  a  seat 
there,  attempt  to  contract  the  influence  of  that  officer, 
either  by  this  neajure  or  by  the  one  which  he  indicated 
yesterday. 

Tbe  motion  was  rejected. 

Hr.  WILLIAU9,  of  North  Carorma,  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  34tb  section,  providing  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  penalty  of  being  diimiaeed  fnm  office,  any 
peraon  employed  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  wb« 
shall  beoomB  intereatcd  in  any  contract,  should  also  b« 
liable  to  pay  aa  much  as  would  have  bsen  luliied  bf 
awd  contract,  to  be  recovered  as  an  action  of  debt  in  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  over  tbe  aubject,  &e. 

Hr.  CONNOR  said  it  met  hii,  as  he  believed  It  would 
the  commiltee'a  approbation. 

The  amendment  wa*  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  amendment providinr 
that  if  any  peraon,  having  the  franking  privilege,  shaU 
make  use  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  other  persona 
to|evade  the  payment  of  postage,  *hal  Ibe  punished  with 
Sne  and  imprisonment. 

Hr.  WISE  hoped   the  gentleman    would  embrace  a 

Srovidon  making  it  an  impeachahlo  offence  for  a  Prcsj- 
cnt  of  tbe  United  Btatei  lo  frank  pamphlet*  and  paperi^ 
for  tbe  purpose  of  promoting  the  election  of  a  successor 
to  the  presidency. 

The[amendment  wi«  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  proposed  an  amendment  pro- 
viding thai  the  clerks  embraced  in  the  bill  aball  be  in  lien 
of  alt  the  clerks  employed  at  present  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  under  former  act*  of  CongreiSj  which, 
after  a  few  words  front  Mcisr*.  C.  JOHNSON,  CON- 
NOR, HANN  of  New  York,  and  BUIGGS,  was  wilh- 

Hr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  offered  an  amendment 
providing  that  the  Post  OfBcc  Department  should  be 
open  for  the  transaetloti  of  business  for  ten  hour*  In  the 
winter  and  twelve  In  Ibe  summer.     Rejected. 

Hr.  HARLAN  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
in  every  case  of  dismiital  by  the  Postmaster  General  bs 
should  file  the  reasons  therefor,  &c.    Rtjected. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  the  fallowing  in  lieu  of 
the  19lh  and  30th  sections  of  the  bill:  "One  Chief 
Clerk,  ^,400|  one  AausiantFoslmaster  General,  |3,100t 
four  clerks,  each  tl,S0O(  ten  clerks,  fl,500i  thirty.fivft 
clerks,  each  fl,SOO|  twenty-three,  each  f900.  Re- 
jected. 

Several  other  amendmenls  were  moved  and  lost,  and 
the  bill  wu  lud  iride. 
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POST  ROUTE  BILL. 

The  commitlee  proceeded  to  the  coniideration  of  the 
bill  for  Ihe  eilibllihinenl  or  cerUin  poit  route*,  ind  to 
■Jler  and  diiconlinue  othen. 

The  bill  wu  reftd  by  Kctioni,  mil  muiy  imendmenta 
vera  nude,  until  the  hour  of  leten  o'clack,  when  the 
committee  rose,  *nd  reported  both  bllli  to  the  Houee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANN,  of  New  York,  the  further 
conndention  of  Iheie  billi  wm  Mfigned  for  Thuridi; 
next,  at  U  o'/:1ock. 

[Pendinjt  Ibe  contidentlou  !n  committee  of  (he  miil 
rouie  bill,  the  Speaker  mooienlarily  reiumed  the  chiir. 
Mid,  OP  motion  of  Ur.  Liwii,  the  Houie  agreed  to  a 
tecond  joint  committee  of  conference,  on  tbe  dingree- 
iog  vote*  of  the  Itro  Houiei  upon  the  (menduenl  of  Ibe 
Senate  to  Ibe  bill  aulhorizinK  the  Preaident  to  accept 
the  aervice  of  volunteerai  and  ft  committee  via  appoint- 


SiTumniT,  Mil  31. 
ABOLITION  REPOBT. 

The  Houae  reaumed,  ai  the  unfiniihed  burineaa  of  the 
morning  bout-,  the  conaideration  of  the  report  and  rca- 
oluticna  from  the  acleet  commiltes  lo  which  were  re- 
ferred the  memorial*  on  the  subject  of  the  ftbolition  of 
alarery  In  the  Dialrict  of  Columbii. 

The  queation  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boi»t*o> 
to  recommit  the  report  lo  the  nme  committee,  with  in- 
alructioni  lo  report  a  resolution,  declaring  that  C on greu 
has  no  power,  under  Ihe  conititulion,  to  abolish  alaver^ 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the  Terriloriea  of  Ihe 
United  Slates— 

Mr.  BOBERTSON,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
again  add reised  (he  Houtet  but  gave  way,  without  con- 
cluding, for  the  ordera  of  Ihe  day. 
FLOBIDA  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  ihc  rules  hav- 
ing been  suspended  for  the  purpose,  the  Houae  went 
into  Corrmiltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  PaiLLin  in  the  chair,)  on  the  "bill  lo  proride 
for  Ihe  payment  of  expenses  incurred  and  supplies  fur- 
nished  on  account  of  Ihe  milil'ia  received  into  the  aerrice 
of  Ihe  United  Slalea  for  the  defence  of  Florid*,"  report- 
ed from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaira. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  it  by  B<1ding  a  new 
aection  providing  for  Ihe  payment  of  the  volunteer* 
called  Into  service  by  Generals  Clinch  and  Hemandei. 

After  some  converaation,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr. 
WHITE  explained  that  those  volunteers  weresuppoted 
to  have  been  provided  for  under  a  former  act,  but  un- 
der the  construction  given  to  Ihe  act  by  the  Depart- 
ment, they  could  not  be  and  were  not  paid. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
aa  to  embrace  ■■  suoh  other  militia  and  volunteers  ai 
have  been  received  and  mustered  into  Ihe  service  of  the 
United  Stales  and  regularly  discharged." 

Mr.  HAWES  sud  he  would  not  pay  any  volunteer* 
who  went  home  refusing  to  fight. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  his  amend ment  waa  guarded  in 

Mr.  HAWES  waa  not  saliriled  with  that  provision, 
and  also  wished  to  be  Informed  aa  to  the  amount  of 
money  called  for  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  the  amount  of  money  could  not  be 
a  maiter  of  consideration,  as  the  bill  merely  proposed 
to  pay  expensea  which  have  been  incurred.  The  amall 
number  of  iroopa  who  left  the  service  after  being  rous 
terediotoii,  in  consequence  of  a  diaagretmeot  with  their 


commanding  officer,  were  not  embraced  in  the  bill  or 
the  amendmenta. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Oliscocs  was  agreed  to. 

And  Ihe  aection,  after  being  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  G.\RLAND,  of  LowsianB,  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to 
it  a  new  section,  providing  for  the  payment  of  all  reason- 
able expenaes  of  the  volunteer  companie*  vblch  march- 
ed to  the  leat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Abbama, 
at  the  call  of  the  Governor  of  that  State,  and  were  nM 
received  or  mustered  into  actual  service,  because  the 
number  required  was  made  up  before  their  arrival. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  the  motion,  on 
the  ground  that  the  propoviiion  had  not  been  lubmitted 
to  and  approved  by  the  Military  Committee.  The  cue 
waa  not  of  a  new  description;  similar  cbuma  had  been 
made  upon  Congrea*,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  MARTIN  replied  to  Iheae  objections;  and,  after 
aoroe  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERCER,  MARTIN. 
LAWLER,  HUNT,  SPEIGHT,  and  WHITE, 

Mr.  MARTIN  withdrew  the  propontion,  stating  that 
he  would  offer  it  in  s  leparBlc  form. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  made  aome  objections  to  the 
hurried  manner  in  which  these  bills  were  passed,  and 
asked  for  aome  explanalions,  which  were  made  by  Hr. 
WHITE. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  billasainended. 

Mr.  JARVIS  rose,  he  said,  not  to  oppoae  the  bill,  but 
to  dissent  to  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  brought 
before  the  Houae.  He  would  say  that  tbe  ciMDmunica. 
lions  from  the  Executive  Deparimenta  on  these  aubjecta 
ought  lo  come  directly  to  the  House.  But  they  were 
made  either  to  ft  committee,  or,  as  In  this  caae,  to  an  Ib- 
dividual  who  was  not  *  member  of  any  committee,  at 
whose  instance  a  bill  ia  called  up  and  hurried  ihrougb, 
upon  information  not  previously  communicated  to  the 
House.  The  Houae  would  be  wanting  in  aelf-teapect  if 
it  aanetioned  this  proceeding.  He  wanled  to  know  bow 
long  this  system  was  to  conlinue.  If  it  was  made  per- 
manent, this  House  would  have  DolhinK  to  do  but  to  re- 
giiter  the  edicts  of  the  Executive,  andnoltheaupreme 
Executive,  but  of  the  subordinate  Executive  Depart- 
ments. He  did  not  mean  to  intimate,  however,  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  intended  any  disrespect  to  Ihn 
House  by  Ihe  course  he  had  adoplml,  hut  he  protested 
sgainat  it  as  improper  and  irregular.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  bill  and  amendment*  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  ipobe  In  oppoailion  to  the  motion,  and 
Hr.  HAWES  in  its  support. 

Mr.  JARVIS  read  a  passage  from  Ihe  rules  of  the 
House,  requiring  all  subjects  relating  lo  mill larr affairs 
to  be  referred  to  the  Commillee  on  Military  ASairs. 

Mr.  SPEIGHT  said  he  was  much  pleased  with  Ihe 
modest  rebuke  given  to  the  commillee  by  the  jrenllc- 
roan  from  Maine)  and  he  would  ask  if  that  gentleman 
had  not,  aa  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  ABaira, 
frequently  received  communieation*  from  Ihe  Depart- 
ment, and  brought  in  bilta  in  conaequence  of  Ihc  infor- 
mation received!  He  (Mr.  S.)  considered  it  a  corarnon 
practice,  though  now  Ibe  House  wa*  lectured,  for  Ibe 
first  time,  upon  their  manner  of  doing  busineaa,  because, 
upon  written  communications  from  Ihe  War  Depart- 
ment, they  had  undertaken  lo  bring  in  a  bill  fur  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  public  service.  He  would  undertake  lo 
say  that  not  one  instance  could  be  found,  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Government,  when  such  a  communi- 
cation had  been  made  through  Ihe  Speaker  of  the  Bouse, 
ir  thia  practice  waa  a  deparlure  from  the  rulea,  he 
would  have  gentlemen  bring  In  an  amendment  to  the 
atanding  rules,  to  provide  that  no  committee  shall  re- 
ceive a  communication  from  any  Secretary.  The  bill 
I  before  the  Uouic  had  been  reported  by  the  Comtnittce 
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on  Uilltorr  AAini  liad  been  before  the  Hoate  more 
-  than  >  iDonlhi  ind  when  it  wu  called  up  by  the  gentle- 
man rrom  Florida,  and  he  moved  an  amendinent  to  cov- 
er KTDund  not  embraced  in  the  ori^nal  bill,  it  wai  met 
with  the  objection  tbit  It  had  not  been  brought  proper- 
ly into  the  Home. 

Mr.  JARVIB  nid,  if  the  gentleman  meant  by  hii  que*- 
tion,  whether  he  had  reeeired  eoranunicationa  and 
brought  in  bilb  upon  aubjeeta  oriBlnallj  prapoied  by  the 
Departroenta,  he  bad  not.  He  bed  received  many  lel- 
lera,  and  the  committee  had  written  more  than  a  hun- 
dred, but  it  had  alwiy*  been  upon  aubjecta  previoualy 
referred  in  the  Hou*e.  He  aaid  he  ahould  doubt  if  the 
committee  bad  the  right,  under  tbe  rule,  a  part  of  which 

Mr.  HAWES  wa*  In  favor  of  a  reeommlllalt  and  he 
thought,  if  the  Houae  wiahed  to  do  butineaa  properly, 
they  would  recommit  the  bill.  He  underatood  that  the 
communication  on  the  aubject  had  been  aent  by  the  See- 
reiaiy  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ofWaya 
and  Heana,  and  had  been  ;by  him  handed  o*er  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTaira.  He 
thought  Ihia  waa  a  atill  greater  irregularity  than  bad 
been  alluded  tot  and  he  did  not  know  that  any  commit- 
tee of  Ibe  Houae  wa«  empowered  to  determine  what 
particular  commitleea  ahould  act  upon  the  buaineaa  of 
the  Houae.  He  IbouRht  that  waa  a  queition  to  be  deci- 
ded by  the  Houie  itKlf. 

Mr.  CAUBBBLENG  aaid  that  it  had  kiwaya  been 
cniatomary,  when  a  communication  wal  made  by  miilake 
to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Heana,  upon  which  Ihey 
had  no  power  to  act,  to  hand  it  over  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee, and  noti^  the  Department  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  HAWE3  nid  that  waa  juH  tbe  particuUr  he  com- 
plained of.  If  the  committee  wai  to  judge  what  cont- 
mittee  ahall  act  upon  particular  buiineM,  be  for  one 
would  not  airree  to  it. 

Ur.  GRANGES  tendered  hi*  thanka  to  the  gentlemen 
from  Maine  and  Kentucky,  for  the  independence  with 
which  they  had  apoken  upon  the  aubject.  The  mrm- 
bera  of  (lie  minority  were  not  allowed  to  call  attention  to 
au£h  thingii  tbey  were  not  allowed  to  complain  of  the 
irregularity  with  which  buaineaa  is  trantacted  and  hur- 
ried, without  being  aceueed  of  beinr  actuated  by  motivea 
of  private  or  political  cavil.  By  thia  bill  the  Houae  waa 
sailed  upon  to  provide  for  war,  to  liiroiah  the  meana  of 
carrying  on  a  war  with  the  Creek  Indians.  What  infor- 
mation had  the  HouaeF  None,  but  mere  rumora,  news- 
paper report^  or  private  lettcra.  Not  one  word  had 
been  received  through  Ihe  proper  channels  of  informa- 
tion. The  Houae  could  tell  nothing  of  the  treatiea  which 
had  been  made,  of  the  action  of  the  ofRcera  of  the  Gov- 
it  in  their  kzeculian,  nor  Judge  of  the  honor  or 
e  which  might  arise  from  the  conteat. 
e  would  aafc  If  any  thing  in  the  history  oF  thia  Oov- 
crnnwDt,  or  of  any  other  but  a  limited,  abaolute  mon- 
arohy,  could  abow  a  precedent,  in  which  milliona  upon 
millions  were  demanded  to  be  expended  in  war,  and  that 
without  a  word  of  information  as  to  the  cause  of  Ihe  hoa- 
tilily.  He  waa  willing,  however,  in  thia  caae,  in  eonae- 
cjuence  of  tbe  atatementa  made  by  membera  of  the  House, 
to  vote  for  thia  bill,  even  wiihoul  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee, notwithatanding  the  Government  have  not  con- 
descended to  inform  the  Mouse  ol  (he  state  of  (ha  Union 
in  thia  reipect,  and  notwithatanding  there  waa  no  com- 
munication from  the  Qovemntent  to  abow  upon  the  rec- 
ord! of  the  House,  or  eliewtiere,  that  there  ia  a  war. 
He  concluded  with  again  tbanking  Ihe  gentlemen  who 
had  objected  to  this  manner  of  urging  buiineaa  through 
the  Huuaei  and  with  congratulating  the  House  that  (here 
were  among  the  majority  some  men  independent  enough 
to  protcat  Bgiinat  thia  informal,  dangerou)  mode  of 
hgUlation. 


AfteraomeobserTationabyHeaart.PARKEB,  EVER- 
ETT, and  CAH3RELBNO, 

Mr.  WHITE  aaid  he  muat  eipresa  hia  aatoniahment  at 
the  course  taken  by  gentlemen  on  Ihe  quetlion.  If  (hdr 
appetite  had  been  whetted  upon  this  as  it  is  upon  politi- 
cal aubjecta,  ihey  would  have  had  a  communication  aent 
more  (ban  three  months  ago  by  the  Executive,  and  laid 
upon  every  member'a  table,  elating  all  the  correapond- 
ence  with  the  official  agenta  of  the  Government,  and 
(he  eauaea  of  the  war.  It  was  new  doctrine  to  him  that 
the  House  was  obliged  to  wait  in  ita  action  for  eiecu< 
live  communicatlona,  or  that  an  ittdividual  was  not  to 
move  an  amendment  lo  a  bill  without  previously  refer- 
ring it  lo  a  committee.  He  had  been  informed  (hat  thete 
Iroopa  were  not  paid,  and  were  auffering  for  aid  from 
the  Government.  He  went  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  found  that  by  hia  conatniction  of  the  law  tbey  eovid 
not  be  paid.  He  went  to  the  committee,  and  loand  k 
bill  reported  which  did  not  cover  the  whole  ground. 
Then,  what  waa  the  duty  of  a  repreaantative,  againet 
wbcae  conatituenta  the  tomahawk  and  aealping-knifa 
were  raised,  within  twenty  milea  of  the  capital  of  the 
Territory?  Theae  men  had  been  in  the  aervice.  They 
were  intended  to  be  provided  for,  but,  by  the  conatnic- 
tion of  the  Department,  they  are  not  paid.  And  when 
he,  upon  a  bill  to  pay  the  troopa  of  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  moved  an  amendmenl  lo  pay  theae  troops,  and 
to  correct  an  error,  gentlemen  who  coma  ftr  from  th« 
scene  of  danger,  againat  whoae  eonatituents  the  tomahawk 
and  seal  ping-knife  are  not  raised,  become  exceedingly 
cautious  and  digniSed,  and  Jealoua  of  (he  dignity  of  the 
Houae,  and  read  a  moral  lecture  upon  the  duly  of  bead* 
of  Departmenia  and  ehairmen  of  commitleea.  Mr.  W. 
read  several  letters  to  show  the  dialresa  of  the  people  !■• 
volved  in  the  danger  of  thia  war,  and  Ibe  great  relief 
™.    ...    -    ...     ,(  of  the 

ernment. 

Mr.  BELL  aaid  he  ahould  not  oppose  the  appropria- 
tion,  but  he  protested  agunat  having  the  tomahawk  and 
acal ping-knife  held  up  lo  his  fancy  to  force  dawn  any 
appropriation  which  any  gentleman,  or  a  committer,  or 
one  branch  of  the  Government,  might  choose  loaaki  and 
he  inaiiled  that  it  was  the  duly  of  the  Government  to 
make  executive  communicat  ions,  and  to  leave  the  prop- 
er responsibility  upon  the  executive  department.  He 
alao  urged  that  the  proper  and  parliamentary  course  w~ 

to  commit  ao  important  an  amendment  tr ~'  '' 

standing  eommitteea  of  the  House. 

After  soma  further  argnmenla  from  Mears.  JOHN- 
SON of  Kentucky,  ORENNELL,  and  LINCOLN, 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  regretted  thai  there  waa  not  a 
quorum  present,  so  that  the  queation  could  be  taken. 
He  would  not  detain  the  House  with  any  retnarksi  btit 
he  felt  that,  being  a  member  of  Ihe  Comraittes  on 
Military  AfFaira,  which  reported  Ihe  bill,  and  whieb,  aa 
it  had  been  alleged,  had  acted  in  thia  initanee  without 
authority,  he  should  do  injustice  to  himself,  as  well  ai  to 
other  members  of  the  committee,  if  he  remained  silent. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine,  he  aaid,  bad  moved  to  r». 
commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  by 
which  it  had  been  reported.  What  waa  tbe  bill  aa  it  waa 
originally  reported'  and  what  waa  the  reason  for  which 
the  gentleman  wished  it  recommitted^  The  bill,  be 
aaid,  limply  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to 
be  paid  the  expenaea  that  have  been  incurred,  and  the 
supplies  ihat  have  been  fumisbed,  in  the  Statei  of  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Louiiiana,  and  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  on  account  of  tbe  militia  received  into  the 
aervice  of  the  United  States  for  the  defence  of  Florida, 
provided  that  the  accounts  for  these  claims  be  examined 
and  audited  at  tbe  Treasury,  aa  in  other  eaaea. 

[Here  Mr.  Jaens  aaid  it  waa  not  hia  wiah  to  have  the 
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bill  Tecommitiad,  but  ihe  tmendnielit  offered  by  the 
gentlcmin  from  Florida.] 

Mr.  WjtBD  nid  be  wtt  gratified  tbtt  the  gentleoMin 
iDide  thit  expUnition,  for  he  had  (bought,  from  Ihe  bu- 
tliaritjF  he  reid  at  the  coRnnencement  of  hi*  remarka, 
that  it  wai  becauw  the  aubject  had  not  been  properlj 
rtrerred  lo  the  committee. 

The  r^ile  which  the  gentleman  adverted  (o,  a  part  of 
which  only  he  read,  it  as  follow*: 

"Italian  be  the  duty  of  the  Cominiltee  on  HlUtary 
Affairs  to  take  into  coniideration  all  aubjecta  relating  to 
the  miUtary  ealahliabment  and  public  defence,  which 
may  be  referred  to  (hem  fay  the  Houae,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereupon^  and  alto  to  report  from  liroe  lo 
time  tuch  meaiurea  aa  may  contribute  to  economy  and 
•ccou  [liability  in  the  tald  «ilablisbment." 

Mr.  W.  laid  be  conceded  to  the  gentleman,  that,  ai 
regarded  the  firit  branch  of  the  rule,  it  did  requite  a 
■utter  to  be  referred  in  the  Brat  inaiance  lo  (he  com- 
mittee, either  upon  preaentinga  petitioner  reiolotion 
to  Ihe  HouK,  or  olherwiaei  but  under  the  latler  branch 
of  it,  which  authorizea  Ihe  committee  to  report  from 
time  to  limeiuch  meaiurea  a*  may  contribute  to  economy 
and  accountability  in  Ihe  military  eMabliahmenl,  (indauch 
waa  thia  bill,)  tbe  committee  may  take  (he  aubject  into 
conaidcration  and  report  a  bill  without  aueh  reference. 
But  the  gentleman  had  diaclaimed  a  wlah  to  hare  Ihe  bill 
reeommilted,  and  only  referred  to  the  amendment  of  (he 
gentleman  from  Florida.  That  being  hia  wiah,  could 
not  be  attain  the  object  by  other  means?  The  amend- 
menl  waa  adopted  in  Committee  of  (he  Whole.  Now,  if 
the  BoUM  ahoutd  refuie  lo  concur  wi\h  (he  committee 
In  (heir  amendment,  then  the  bill  may  be  directed  to  be 
cngroned,  and  Ihe  subject  of  (he  amendment  referred 
to  Ihe  committee  for  their  aelion  and  report.  Be 
thought,  howeTer,  that  tbe  Huuae  waa  aa  ready  lo  act 
now,  and  waa  at  well  acquainted  wiih  the  aubject,  aa  it 
would  be  alter  it  should  have  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  by  them  referred  back  again  to  the  House. 

On  the  S2d  of  April  last  the  bill  was  reported  (o  (be 
House.  It  waa  nol,  aa  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman 
from  Haaaachuietts,  [Hr.  Lmoocs,]  an  appropristion 
bill.  It  Wat  almply  explanatory  of  an  approprialion  bill 
already  paaaed,  and  made  no  appropriation  whatever. 
What,  he  asked,  waa  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Florida^  It  was,  if  he  understood  it  as 
be  heard  it  read,  that  tbe  troops  ordered  out,  not  by  the 
Zteparlment  of  Wsr,  but  by  Generala  Clinch  and  Her- 
nandez, and  (he  Governor  oF  Florida,  and  regulirly  re- 
ceiTed  into  the  service  and  mustered,  and  duly  dis- 
eharged,  tbould  be  paid  for  their  services.  In  conte- 
quence  of  the  distance  of  the  aest  of  war  from  this  place. 
It  wai  impoMible  to  communicate  (o  the  Government, 
KDd  get  order*  for  calling  out  the  troops  in  aeaaon,  to 
protect  the  fhmtier— be  would  not  say  against  a  savage 
foe,  becauae  gentlemen  disliked  to  bear  on  this  floor,  on 
an  appropriation  bill,  any  rererence  to  Ibem,  or  to  their 
icalping-kntret  nr  tomahswkt  having  been  raised  againat 
our  defenceless  inbabitanls  on  that  frontier — hut  he 
would  aay,  wilb  the  permission  of  those  gentlemen,  that 
we  do  know  that  tlie  Indians  maa  in  snnit  and  before  it 
waapoaaibic  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  obtain  tbe  requliiie  order  under  the  law  which  pro- 
Tides  for  calling  forth  the  milicis  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,   it  waa  neceaasry  to  order  out  forces,  which 

omptly  repaired  to  the  scene  of  hoatilities.     These 

Its  bad  been  made  known  lo  the  committee  by  the 
Gorernor  of  the  Territory,  by  Ihe  Seerelary  of  War, 
mnd  by  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Wbiti]  who  represent*  the 
Territory  in  tbit  Ilouae. 

He  taid  the  remsrka  of  the  gentleman  reminded  him 
of  an  anecdote,  which,  with  (he  penniiaion  of  tbe  Houae, 
fae  would  relate.     A  Frendiman  wai  painng  by  where 


^ 


a  man  was  drowning)  be  «a>d  he  was  tarry  he  wh  vol 
acquainted  with  him,  becauae  he  could  aave  his  lifei  but 
tbe  man  must  drown,  becauae  he  had  not  been  intro- 
duced. It  seemed  here,  he  remarked,  that  theie  Iroopa 
who  bad  been  onlered  out,  mustered,  and  regularly  dia- 
charged,  could  not  be  paid  for  their  aervicea  because 
the  bill  had  not  been  properly  brought  before  the  House; 
becauae  they  bed  not  been  properly  introduced. 

Waa  it  to  be  aaid,  that  when  »  bill  waa  reported,  aod 
before  this  Houae,  that  anendmenta  eoald  not  be  pfo- 
poaed,  without  having  them  aent  to  a  committee?  8udi 
a  doctrine  waa  unheard  of  before.  It  waa  unheard  ot, 
that  any  amendment  lo  a  bill  could  not  lie  proposed  in 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole.  Need  he  remind  the 
House,  that  when  more  than  Iwoaeaaions  hsd  been  spent 
in  discussing  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  which  had  agitated 
tbe  whole  country,  thai  near  the  close  of  Ihe  diacuaaion, 
a  genileman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Letcher,]  not  now 
on  that  floor,  came  in,  and  wilb  (he  corapromiae  bill  in 
his  hand,  proposed  lo  submit  it  aa  an  amendment  or  Hib- 
itilule  (o  Ihe  lariff  bill  which  had  been  reported  by  Hr. 
Verplanckf  The  House  reaolved  ilaelf  immediately  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  pasted  the  bill  in  a  few 
moments,  and  withoal  discuision.  It  was  referred  back 
to  the  House<  and  yet  this  impoHant  measure  had  not 
been  referred  to  either  of  the  standing  committees. 
The  Senate  took  it  into  their  handa,  and  paoed  ii  forth- 
with, and  he  hoped  tbi*  Bouse  would  act  in  a  aimilar 

Bui  we  have  been  told  that  thia  Hooae  would  be  want- 
ing  in  aelf-reapcct  if  it  aanctioned  the  practice  which  bad 
but  recently  been  commenced  by  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ment*, in  addresung  communications  on  any  subject  to 
the  chairmen  of  the  aeveral  standing  committees.  We 
bsv*  been  gravely  admonished  that  theae  communica- 
tiont  thould  come  through  Ihe  Executive  lo  the  Speaker, 
and  by  him  submitted  to  the  House  for  its  action.     Thia 

Eraclice,  which  gentlemen  now  complain  of,  has  existed 
'om  the  Gnt  organlaitioa  of  tbe  Government  to  tbe 
present  time.  It  has  long  been,  and  still  is,  the  practice 
of  the  committee*  of  both  branches  of  Congress  to  direct 
their  chairmen  or  some  one  of  Ihe  member*  of  the  com- 
mittees,  whenever  they  derive  any  information  which  can 
be  obtsincd  from  either  of  (he  heads  of  Department,  to 
call  upon  them  for  such  information)  and  theae  eom- 
municitiona  are  usually  appended  lo,  and  fram  a  part  at, 
their  report,  aa  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Ihe  printed 
reports  of  commiltee*.  Any  other  coarse  to  obtain  that 
sort  of  information  would  be  ailended  wilb  aerioo*  in- 
convenience and  great  delay  in  transscting  (he  public 


ground  (hat  Ihe  Houae  baa  no  infomalion  that  a  war  now 
exists,  but  mere  rumor^  newspaper  reports,  or  private 
let(ers.  Kol  one  word  c^informallon  bad  been  received, 
at  has  been  alleged  by  gentlemen,  through  tbe  proper 
channel,  the  Executive,  in  relation  lo  the  cxiMenoe  of 
Indian  botlilitiea. 

Such,  however,  la  nol  the  caae,  ai  waa  juatly  observed 
by  Ihe  bonorable  gentlemin  from  Florida,  [Mr.  Warn.] 
That  honorable  gentleman  staled  that,  more  than  three 
month*  1^,  a  communication  was  sent  to  this  House  by 
the  Executive,  atid  printed,  and  laid  upon  members' 
lablca,  slating  all  the  corretpondence  with  the  ofHcial 
agent*  of  the  Government,  and  the  eautesoftbe  war. 

The  objection  made  to  this  bill,  that  Ihe  aubject  had 
not  been  brought  before  the  House,  upon  a  recommend- 
ation of  the  President,  comet  ttrangely  from  the  oppo- 
ution  memhera,  who  are,  and  long  have  been,  opposing 
Ihe  administration,  on  the  ground  of  exeeullve  unirpa- 
tion,  and  declaring  againat  executive  patmnagei  yet 
now  fold  tbeir  armi,  and  wish  to  lobmil  every  thing  lo 
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esecnlire  dictttion,  ind  ny  thcj  c>n  do  nolhtnff  till  the 
ExiCUtUe  make*  known  hii  opinion.  Thii  ii  circum- 
■cribin^  executive  power  in  ■  remarkable  vay  i  it  ia,  in 
efTect,  phcing;  in  that  officer  the  entire  oontrol  or  tbe 
forel([n  ind  domejlic  policy  of  the  country.  It  la  ma- 
king him  the  lole  judge  and  organ  of  all  nieanirei  of 
precaution  and  defence.  If  he  nejclecti  hia  duty,  or 
•hrinki  from  aamming  ihe  mponubillty,  which  he  haa 
never  yet  done,  CongreM  can  do  nothinKi  and  between 
the  two,  the  country  miut  go  undefended. 

Thii  ii  a  doctrine  to  which  he  waa  not  willing  to 
submit.  High  aa  wai  hii  opinion  of  the  individual  who 
now  fill*  Ihe  executive  chair,  and  as  much  u  he  vene- 
rateil  that  clearnei*  and  deciaion  of  intellect  by  which  he 
ia  diatinKuiahed,  he  would  not  conaent  to  diveat  (hii 
House  ofwhat  he  eoniidered  (he  moat  important  of  iti 
prlTileget.  And  ao  long  aa  he  had  a  aeal  in  the  House, 
and  aaw  ■  bill  which  he  conaidered  to  be  called  for  and 
neceaaary  for  the  public  good,  he  ahould  vote  for  it, 
whether  it  had  been  aubmitted  to  or  approved  by  tbe 
Eiccutive  or  not.  He  felt  it  to  be  hia  duty  to  throw  out 
(heie  ideal  for  the  cnnsidentlon  of  the  Honae,  in  reply 
to  the  obiervalion  of  the  gentleman  from  Malnpi  and  aa 
he  could,  himaelr,  «ee  no  neceasity  for  the  reference,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  adopt  (he  amendment,  and  di- 
rect Ihe  bill  to  be  engroned  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  JARVIS  withdrew  the  motion,  and  made  tome 
remark)  in  reply  to  the  argumenla  of  lome  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  preceded  him. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  aaid  that  none  of  Ihe  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  upon  thia  bill  had,  ai  yet,  told  ua  that 
they  intended  to  vole  againit  it.  It  aeemed  that  Ihii 
honorable  colleague  [Hr.  QmABaaa]  and  the  honorable 
renllemin  from  TennetKe  [Hr.  Bai.i,]  were  diaaatialied, 
becauae  the  bill  did  not  come  before  ua  exactly  in  the  ' 
right  way,  and  that  Ihe  aubject-maiter  of  the  bill  hid 
noi  exactly  gone  through  auch  ■  preliminary  fonn  and 
proceaa  ii  to  be  entirely  conalitent  with  the  dignity  of 
thii  hodyi  and  gentlemen  hid  unjuatlj,  ai  he  thought, 
taken  oceaiion  to  animadvert  in  no  sparing  terrni  upon 
the  "looae  manner"  in  which  this  Houie  had  proceeded 
to  make  appropriation!  for  the  auppreaiion  of  Indian 
hoililitiei  in  Florida,  and  the  defence  of  our  Weitern 
frontier. 

It  had  been  aaid  both  by  hia  colleague  and  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennenee,  [Hr.  Bii.x,]  that  Ihe  elecutive 
deparlment  of  Ihe  Government  had  not  treated  ua  with 
due  courteiy  in  not  communicating  directly  to  Ihii  Houae 
through  ila  Speikeri  that  it  ahould  not  have  made  ita 
firat  communication  eilher  to  ihe  Coramitlee  of  Wiyi 
•nd  Means  or  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  To 
Ihii  he  would  anawer,  that  in  regard  to  appropriation*  of 
(hia  deacription,  it  had  been  tbe  practice  of  ihe  Execu- 
tive, ever  since  Ihe  forraallnn  of  the  Government,  to  in- 
timate hia  wania  In  the  firat  initance  to  the  committee  to 
which,  from  its  organiialion,  lueh  matters  ihoutd  moil 
naturally  be  confided)  and  then  Ihe  commiltee,  after  it 
had  duly  examined  Ihe  subject,  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
reporting  to  the  Houae  a  bill,  lo^ther  with  all  Ihe  com- 
municationa  which  ihowed  Ihe  necessiiy  of  making  the 
appropriation  cilled  for.  Such,  surely,  had  been  Ihe 
praclice  here  in  relation  lo  Ihe  appropriations  which  we 
had  already  made  to  luppren  Indi&n  hoaiiliiie*,  and  to 
provide  for  apprehended  difficulties  upon  the  borders  of 
Texas.  We  nioil  certainly  had  had  spread  before  us  all 
Ihe  lighla  and  all  the  reasons  fbr  which  the  appropria- 
tioiufor  thedelenceor  the  Southwestern  or  Texian  fron- 
tier WM  called.  Tbe  letter  of  General  Gaines  lo  the 
Secretary  of  War,  tbe  inatructions  of  tbe  Secretary  to 
General  Gaines,  Iwelher  with  the  occurrencea  and  the 
Intelligence  which  induced  the  apprehenuon  of  trouble 
in  thai  quarter,  were  »II  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk)  and 
when  we  roted  Ihe  appropriation,  we  did  ao,  air,  after  a 


full  posaession  of  sll  the  lights  with  which  eilher  the 
President  or  the  Secretary  of  War  was  favored.  For 
his  part,  he  cared  not  whether  the  Houie  or  one  of  (he 
standing  committees  of  the  Houae  were  first  favored  with 
the  evidences  that  indicated  the  necewlty  or  expediency 
of  auch  appropriations,  provided  we  had  Ihe  benefit  of 
Ihem  before  we  ftcted  definitively  in  the  matter.  In 
limea  of  dinger  and  emergency,  when  expedition  wai 
neeesiary,  he  did  not  think  that  we  ahould  be  ao  perti- 
naciously attentive  to  our  own  dignity  aa  to  lose  vgbt  of 
Ihe  precious  intereit*  that  were  coramitled  lo  our  cbargc. 
Our  coiwtltuenta  would  lurely  ezeusB  ua  for  not  beinf 
over  punctilioua  about  poinia  of  eliquelte,  foe  not  being 
quite  ao  regardful  of  our  own  apecial  dignity,  when  we 
were  called  upon  to  provide  aafeguards  against  Ihe  hor- 
rid savage  butcheries  of  our  Weatern  borders.  They 
will  excuae  us,  if,  on  such  occaiioni^  we  should  go  rather 
for  the  lubatance  than  for  the  form,  and  would  be  apt 
Dluch  sooner  to  overlook  and  forgive  a  little  precipitanej 
on  our  parr,  than  the  procrastittation  of  Mlutiry  meaa- 
ures,  on  account  of  any  sublimated  nolioni  of  our  own 
dign'ity. 

Kr.  V.  Mid  that  hia  colleagae  [Mr.  Omixsn]  had 
again  alluded  to  tbe  policy  of  removing  the  Indians  lo 
the  olhcr  aide  of  the  Hisslsaippi,  and  had  reminded  ut, 
with  that  aolemnily  of  tone  and  nunner  which  distin- 
guished all  hia  efforti  here,  that  gentlemen  of  "  Ihe  op- 
poaition"  could  not  allude  to  the  manner  in  which  these 
■pproprialiona  for  Indian  wart  were  passed  through  Ihle 
House  without  being  suspected  of,  or  charged  with, 
carping  for  parly  purposes  against  the  administration.  If 
his  lionorable  colleague  disclaimed  all  partv  influencea  in 
the  ohjeclioni  which  he  urged  against  Ihe  manner  in 
which  these  appropriation  billa  were  here  originated  and 
piaied,  he  could  only  aay  that  hia  apeech  to-day  waa  not 
the  mosi  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  sineerily  of  such 
diacliimer.  It  smacked  of  any  thing,  and  so  had  every 
speech  with  which  his  colleague  had  yet  favored  ua 
smacked  of  any  thing  but  a  disposition  to  exclude  psriy 
from  debate  here.  He  [Mr.  Gbassxb]  had  more  than 
once  alluded  (o  the  pnliey  of  removing  Ihe  Indiinsj  and 
if  he  could  gather  aught  from  the  manner  in  which  be 
had  alluded  to  this  subject,  it  was  that  he  wss  apposed 
to  Ihli  policy.  He  had  lold  us  on  a  former  occasion  that 
he  waa  not  a  diiciple  of  the  non-com  ml  1 1  al  school.  Be 
(Mr.  v.)  did  not  mean  here  lo  perform  the  office  eilher 
of  catechist  or  catechumen:  he  bad  witneaied  too  many 
occasions  on  which  Ihe  functions  of  the  former  were  un- 
profllably  exercised,  not  to  feel  admonished  (hat,  at  ■ 
general  rule,  it  was  unwiae  to  usurp  theoi)  bul  if  he 
could  be  induced  to  propound  a  single  interrogatory  to 
his  colleague,  he  would  ask  him  in  plain  English  whether 
he  waa  for  or  againal  the  policy  of  removing  the  Indian* 
lo  the  other  tide  of  the  MissiMtppi.  Waa  be  to  under- 
stand, from  Ihe  fact  of  hit  telling  ui  (in  a  tone  somewhat 
sarcastic)  that  Ibis  admi  nisi  rat  ion  would  be  entitled  to  all 
the  glory  or  sit  the  dishonor  of  thia  meaaurr,  Ihii  he  [Mr. 
Gnineia]  was  opposed  to  their  removalj  (hit  he  would 
ralber  see  them  remain  in  the  midst  of  while  settlements, 
claiming  a  right  of  sovereignly  paramount  to  the  sove-  ■ 
reignly  and  jurlsdielion  of  those  States  within  whose  limits 
they  were  located,  and  conttantif  endangering  (he  peace 
and  llvet  of  those  while  communilies  who  resided  in  their 
vicinity?  He  wished  his  colleague  would  come  out 
openly  upon  Ihia  subject,  and  not  remain  longer  in  a  po- 
sition whence  he  could  jump  either  way,  according  to 
results  that  time  might  bring  forth. 

Much  had  been  said  about  our  leglalating  under  the 
influence  of  a  panic  herei  we  had  been  told  Ihat  tbe 
citiiens  In  Ihe  neighborhood  of  your  Indian  Iribea  were 
panic-ttricken,  and  Ihal  we  ought  not  to  partake  of  tbit 
■pirit.  Wii  there  not,  asked  Hr.  V.,  enough  in  Iha 
biitory  of  tbe  put  tlx  montb*  to  juiUfy  a  panic  in  IhoM 
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uofortunile  eitiztni  whoie  lot  wm  rait  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  •■?»"'  Whit  hive  they  vitneued  in 
Florida?  Why,  aTltlle  band  of  Indiani,  not  exceeding 
■ii  or  cigtil  hundred  w>rrion,  baffling  ihediaciplineand 
prowen  of  nearly  or  quite  the  whole  of  your  reguUr 
army,  and  not  a  few  volunteer*  and  militiamen  to  boot! 
What  elae  bad  IheJ  wilnened?  Why,  Ihey  had  seen  efforW 
made  here  to  authorise  the  railing  of  troop*,  lo  nip  in 
the  hud  thoae  general  and  tnoat  deaoliting  Indian  aggrea- 
aioni  with  which  we  were  now  threatenedi  and,  inMead 
or*  unanimity  and  alacrity  tli at  should  crown  luch  nat- 
ural and  mint  reasonable  efTorts,  they  had  icen  honora- 
ble gentlemen,  who  profeued  to  be  verted  in  Grecian 
and  Boman  itnry,  riie  In  their  placei  and  lell  ui,  in  nioit 
■olemn  tonei,  that  a  imalt  addition  to  your  (landing  army 
would  endanger  Ihe  liberty  of  your  countryi  thai  stand- 
ing armiei  were  the  rocki  upon  which  ihe  ancient  re- 
publici  had  apliit  They  have  aeen  a  aingle  regiment  of 
mounted  dragooni  mml  grudgingly  added  (o  your  aland- 
ing  forcei,  and  even  beheld  Ihis  addition  encountering 
fierce  oppotition  from  many  of  the  represent ativea  of 
this  great,  Ihis  weal Ihy,  and  powerful  nation!  Were  not 
our  bordererr,  then,  in  view  of  the  horrible  outrage* 
with  which  ihey  were  threatened,  of  Ihe  feeble  ittnding 
force  of  the  country,  and  the  aurpriting  reluctance  with 
which  a  man  was  here  added  to  it,  justified  in  yielding  lo 
•  little  pMitcF  Some  of  ua  had  been  rebuked  for  parta- 
king ol  this  panic,  and  legiiUting  under  ita  influence. 
Tliere  were  aome  gentlemen  ao  entirely  phlegmatic  thai 
it  would  almoal  aetm  that  ihey  would  require  an  accu- 
rate inventory  of  tbe  number  of  acalpi  actually  taken, 
duly  authenticated  by  the  hand  and  leal  of  the  Governor 
of  a  Slate  or  Territory,  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
act.  For  his  part,  he  made  no  pretention  lo  luch  ito- 
icitm.  He  did  nol  want  lo  aee  Ihe  blood-ilained  toma- 
hawk, or  hear  the  shriek*  of  innocent  victima,  before  he 
could  be  moved  to  precautionary  meaaurel,  though  those 
meaaurea  might  coil  money.  He  waa  no  enthuiiasti  but 
on  ocrasions  like  these  he  would  not,  because  be  could 
not,  measure  the  exact  Jefrree  of  danger,  or  weigh  in 
gcMen  acale*  the  amount  of  relief  necesnry  to  arreit  it. 
It  waa  enough  for  him  that  Florida  was  almoat  deaolated; 
thai  Jhough  one  campaign,  on  our  pari,  had  closed,  yet 
the  tomahawk  and  teal  ping-knife  were  again  performing 
their  bloody  offices;  that  ihe  Creeks  were  riaing,  it  wat 
said,  by  ihousandi;  and  that  we  bad  too  much  reason  to 
f^r  that  the  war  spirit  had  seized  moat  of  the  aavigea 
along  the  whole  line  of  our  extenaive  Wetlern  borders. 

It  had  been  aaked,  why  bat  not  the  Executive  given 
us  more  informalion  as  to  Ihe  extent  of  Ibia  war,  and  Ihe 
rauses  that  have  produced  it)  and  one  honorable  gen- 
tleman had  uttered  a  moit  doleful  prophecy.  He  had 
told  ua  that,  aome  five  or  tix  yetrt  hence,  when  the  liia- 
torian  shall  look  for  Ihe  causes  of  thit  war,  he  will  in 
vain  aearch  for  light  among  the  records  and  proceedings 
of  this  House.  It  surely  was  not  to.  No  gentleman 
could  doubt  that  all  the  intelligence  In  possetiion  of  the 
Executive,  as  to  the  cause,  tbe  origin,  and  progren,  of 
this  Florida  war,  had  been  fteely  and  fully  communica- 
ted to  this  Houie.  Who  could  now  tell  the  cauae  of  it' 
Who  would  pretend  lo  know  the  wild  vagiriea  that  in- 
fluenced the  savage  mind,  the  imaginary  ^rievancea  that 
Gral  induced  him  to  whet  and  raise  his  weapona  of 
deaihr  And  aa  to  the  extent  to  which,  and  tbe  time  in 
which,  this  war  waa  yet  to  rage,  waa  the  Executive  om- 
nlacient,  that  h«  could  tell  ;jb,  and  thui  enable  ua  to 
meaaurc  our  appropriations  exactly  by  ihc  number  and 
extent  of  the  conflicts  in  the  future?  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  wily  OceoTa  was  so  kind  *nd  ccurteoua  a*  to 
keep  our  Executive  informed,  from  time  lo  time,  when 
and  where  he  intended  to  strike  his  blows. 

At  to  this  particular  hilt  now  before  ua,  it  ibouM  be 
bdrn*  in  mind  tbat  it  made  no  additional  appropriation. 


It  only  pForided,  out  of  oar  former  appropriatioD,  foe 
the  payment  of  debia  which  we  fairly  owe.  The  firat 
aection  of  the  hill  provided  for  the  repayment  of  thoae 
funda  which  Stalei  and  cDrporalioni  had  so  pron^lly 
and  honorably  advanced  in  Ome  of  emergen^,  on  ac- 
count of  Ihe  militia  received  into  the  service  of  the  Cnt< 
ted  States  for  tbe  defence  of  Floi^dat  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Florida 
[Mr.  Writs]  provided  for  the  payment  of  thoae  volun- 
leera  who  had  been  called  out  by  Generals  Clinch  and 
Femsndea,  without  a  previous  order  from  the  Secretarf 
of  War.  He  wished  that  thla  amendment  could  also 
have  been  looked  into  and  reported  to  us  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AtTairti  hut,  as  all  genllemen  teemed 
to  sgr«e  that  these  troops  ought  to  be  paid,  he  would 
cheerfully  give  his  vote  not  only  for  tbe  first  aection  of 
the  bill,  but  alio  for  the  amendment. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Hetsn.  GRATES, 
JUDSON,  E.  WHITTLESET,  PAREEB,  ADAMS. 
and  WHlTEi  after  which,  the  bill  waa  pasted  wilboit 
a  divinon. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  from  the  committee  of  conference  upon 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houaei  upon  tbe  amend- 
ment of  Ihe  Senate  to  the  bill  authorizing  the  Prcaidcat 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  terviee  of  volunteen, 
reported  the  bill  at  amended  by  the  confereea. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  tha  bill  pasted  unani- 
mously. 

Hr.  MARTIN  then  offered  a  resolution,  referring  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  Iba  conaderation  of 
the  expediency  of  paying  reasonable  compensation  to 
those  volunteer  companies  who  went,  under  the  requiu' 
lion  of  the  Governor  of  Florida,  to  the  aeat  of  war,  but 
were  not  received,  becauie  the  number  required,  from 
nearer  parts  of  the  country,  had  already  been  received 
and  mustered. 

Tlie  resolution  wss  agreed  to. 

Hr.  WISE  offered  a  resolution,  which,  he  taid,  be 
understood  to  be  in  accordance  with  tbe  wishes  of  ibe 
Secretsry  of  War,  to  the  effret  that  tbe  President  be 
requested  lo  communicate  to  the  Houaeall  tbe  measure* 
taken  by  the  Government  to  supprea*  Ihe  Indian  hoalili> 
ties  in  Florida,  and  alao  all  information  in  his  posieaioK 
relative  lo  the  cause  of  those  hostililieti  and  it  waa 
agreed  to. 

Tbe  Hou*e  then  adjourned. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resumed  tbe  consideralion  of  the  reaolu- 
tioni  from  the  Legialalure  of  tbe  Stale  of  Kentucky,  with 
the  motion  lo  commit  them  to  a  eommiltee,  with  initrue- 
tiana  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the 
revenue  arialng  from  the  sales  of  public  landa  among  the 
teveral  States,  according  to  tbeir  population. 

Hr.  GUSHING,  who  was  entitled  to  Ihe  floor,  tote  and 
said: 

The  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  recom- 
mend the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  several  States,  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal 
numbers!  and  the  question  pending  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  genllenun  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  0.  Ai.ua,]  which 
inslrucla  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Hean*  to  bring  in 
a  bill  in  conforroily  with  those  resoiulions. 

The  Legislature  of  Hiaiacbu setts,  also,  has  expreased 
its  opinion  of  this  matter.  I  hold  in  ray  hand  an  authentic 
copy  of  relalutioni  adopted  by  the  General  Court  of  that 
State,  approving  Ihe  principles  of  the  bill  now  before 
Congress  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeda  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  Stales  among  the  aeveral  Stateiof 
theUnion,  and  requesting  her  representativea  in  Congress 
lo  use  tbeir  exerliona  to  procure  the  paaaage  of  that  bill- 
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Theie  molutions  do  not  come  to  my  col1e*^e«  or  to 
mytetf  in  the  ih*pe  oftuthorititlve  commftnd.  They  do 
■01  eminftte  from  the  constituent  people,  whoie  initnic- 
tioni  the  conttltutlon  of  my  Slate  require*  me  to  receiret 
but  from  m  body  which  ilanda  in  the  nme  raUtion  to  the 
people  that  I  do,  u  intruBled  with  ■  thire  of  public 
poverrorklimiied  time,  and  for  ipecificpurpotei.  Their 
•entimenta,  hovever,  concur  with  my  own  consclentioua 
opiniona  of  right  is  thia  particular!  and  I  rejoice,  there- 
fore, that  I  can  hononibiy  iuiliry  the  reaolulioni  in  my 
Elaee  here.  It  ia  (or  thia  object  I  have  now  riaeni  em- 
neinif  thia  oeeaaian  of  the  pendency  ofthe  reaoiutlon* 
from  Kentucky,  in  the  aiauntnce  that  I  am  not  likely  to 
hare  any  direct  opportunity  to  discuas  tboae  of  Miiaa- 

The  courae  pursued  bjr  the  Lefpalature  of  Maaaachu- 
•ettadifTenfrom  that  of  aome  other  States.  Resolutions 
are  now  before  us  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  recom- 
mending a  division  among  the  States  of  the  proceed!  of 
the  publie  landd  the  State  of  Maine  haa  aent  hither  reaolu- 
tioni  in  ftvor  of  appropnationa  for  the  public  defence) 
Manachusetta  has  kept  both  objecta  in  view.  At  the 
■ime  time  ttiat  ahe  transmits  to  her  representatives  her 
approbation  of  the  prinelple  of  the  bill  for  distributing 
the  proceeda  of  the  public  landi,  ahe  Iranamits,  likewiae, 
rcaotutiona  in  favor  of  a  branch  of  the  public  defence, 
eommitling  her  to  the  lyatem  of  fortificstiani  upon  the 
Atlantic.  She  haa  not  given  her  sancUon  to  one  of  these 
measures,  to  the  eicluiion  of  the  other.  And,  in  my 
judgment,  thia  ii  the  true  view  of  tbe  whole  subject.  If 
there  be  any  set  of  peraons  in  this  House,  who  are  for 
aquandering  the  revenue  on  bnclful  projeeia  of  pretended 
public  defence,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  depleting  tbi 


divert  a  large  abare  of  the  public  treasure  into  the  cof. 
fera  of  the  several  States,  them  also  I  oppose.  Neither 
af  these  opposite  purposes,  Ifauch  purpoaes  exist,  is  just 
orpfttrioticiand  each  of  them,  whatever  party  they  are 
of,  I  do  utterly  renounce  and  abjure.  I  think  the  I 
objects,  held  in  view  by  the  Slate  of  Haiaachusets,  ...  . 
perfeclty  reconcilesblc)  a*  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  in 
the  remarks  I  intend  to  aubmit  to  the  House. 

The  constilutionalily  of  the  proposed  diatribulion  of 
the  proceeds  ofthe  public  lands,  of  which  1  entertain  no 
doubt,  1  shall  not  at  Ibis  time  undertake  to  discuss.  Nor 
shall  I,  on  the  preaenl  occaaion,  trouble  the  Houae  with 
recapitulating  the  ordinary  argumenta  in  aupport  of  the 

Suppoaing  it  to  be  constitutional,  and  supposing  it  to 
be  commended  by  various  conuderaliona  of  expediency, 
which  are  familiar  to  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  and  are  in 
themaelvei  undeniable,  what  I  prapoie  to  examine  is,  the 
practicability  and  propriety  ofthe  measure  as  a  queallon 
of  finance,  having  regard  to  tbe  other  paramount  de- 
mands of  the  public  aervice. 

And,  in  the  view  1  take  o1  the  subject,  it  is  not  material 
to  ascertain  what  portion  of  the  public  treasure  is  to  be 
deemed  Ihe  nelt  proceeds,  sttictly  speaking,  of  the  pub- 
lic landa.  Practically  considered,  the  surplus  revenue 
on  hand  is  one  thing,  though  derived  from  different 
sources,  being,  at  the  present  time,  chieAy  the  sale  of 
public  lands  and  customs.  If  the  diatribulion  billpaaaes, 
it  win  take  from  the  Treasury  nellher  lands  nor  dutleai 
but  money ,  The  express  design  of  the  bill,  to  be  sure, 
is  todialnbule  thcnell  proceeds  of  the  public  lands)  and 
Ihatdesign  is  important,  <n  fixing  tbe  just  amount  to  be 
distributed,  aa  also  in  reference  to  the  grounds  and  in. 
ducements  of  the  measure.  But  there  la  a  preliminary 
question  which  rides  over  all  othersi  and  thai  ii,  wheiher 
in  fact  there  be  any  aurplua  treasure,  over  and  above  the 
public  wantf,  aitd  arailable  toe  the  purpose  of  diitri- 


bution.  To  thia  quealion  I  addren  myaelfg  and  toreaolve 
''  I  «hun  all  the  detaila  of  the  disiribulion  bill,  and  pre- 
pare to  take  a  aystematic  review  of  the  public  aervice,  of 
the  atate  of  Ihe  Treasury,  the  probable  demands  upon  it, 
and  Ihe  extent  of  its  resources.  Though  such  a  view  r^ 
the  matter  be  on  the  face  ofthinga  aomewbat  broftd,  il  >* 
the  nnl^  one  capable  of  leading  the  mind  to  any  clear 
andutiafaetory  resultsupon  the  great  question.  _ 

In  tbe  course  of  argument  I  have  marked  out  to  myaelf 
1  aspire  to  ascend  above  the  miats  of  a  parly  expediency 
and  local  jealouayi  to  look  at  the  aubject  as  neither  of 
party  nor  of  place,  neither  of  personal  intereata  nor  of 
sectional  interests,  neilber  of  adminiatration  nor  of  op- 
position) and  to  sketch  a  brief,  though  general  and  com- 
prebenaire,  outline  ofthe  preaent  resources  andexigen- 
ciea  of  Ihe  public  aervice,  m  Ihe  spirit  which  the  dignity 
of  the  aubject  demanda  of  me  aa  a  alateaman  and  an 
American. 

And  allow  me  to  premise,  in  explicit  terms,  and  in 
distinct  explanation  of  my  conduct,  on  thia  or  any  other 
queation,  that  !  purposely  withhold  myaelf  from  the 
agtialion  of  mere  party  topics  in  this  House.  Wherein 
Ihe  administration  shall  hare  failed  to  redeem  Ihe  pledge* 
by  which  it  gained  possession  of  power,  I  leave  il  to 
thoae,  who  feel  aggrieved  in  that  reaped,  to  aasert  their 
griefs,  and  to  pursue,  here  or  elsewhere,  tha  line  of 
controversy  proper  to  their  particular  oircumslancea. 
Without  preauming  or  intenditig  to  queation  the  part 
any  other  gentlemen  take,  I  may  be  permitted  to  aay 
that  my  ambition  ia,  and  my  aim  ahail  be,  ao  long  a*  I 
have  a  place  hare,  and  whenever  I  am  indulged  with  a 
hearing,  to  apeak  to  the  business  of  (he  House.  It  is  tbe 
courae  dl  elated  tu  me  by  my  own  judgment:  il  is  a  course 
consonant  with  Ihe  wishes  of  my  constituenla.  The  po- 
litical fortunea  of  Uaaaachuaetts  are  not  to  be  marred, 
nor  are  they  to  be  mended,  by  any  mere  party  apeecbea 
which  her  representatives  might  utter  in  this  House. 

Permit  me  furlher  lo  say,  once  for  all,  that  nothing  ia 
to  be  inferred  from  this  in  Impeachmenl  of  my  consisten- 
cy. It  hasbeen  ma'-terofamusementlo  me,  rather  than 
of  anger,  lo  perceive  myself  loudly  denounced  by  cer- 
tain porliona  of  the  newspaper  preas,  for  abstaining,  in 
a  document  on  the  politica  of  Haiaachusells,  which  I 
had  occasion  aame  time  aince  to  publish,  irom  Ihe  gratu- 
ilou*  application  oflermaofperaonal  obloquy  to  the  con- 
atitulional  heada  of  the  preaent  administration.  I  do 
not  complain.  I.easl  of  all,  in  thia  Huuac.  The  faihion 
of  vituperating  here  Ihe  newapaper  preas  ia  one  that  I 
disapprove.  It  ia  either  gning  too  far,  or  not  far 
enough.  If  it  beeomei  Ihe  members  cf  thiaHouie  to  take 
notice  of  the  individual  condiictora  of  ibe  preas,  it  be- 
hooves UB  to  do  it  on  fair  lerms,  aa  men  and  as  citiiens. 
and  not  froiti  the  vantage  .ground  of  Ihis  our  high  official 
poailion.  Ila  remarks  on  ua  are  our  own  peraonal  affair, 
not  Ihe  conatitulionsl  business  of  thia  body.  Besides, 
something  is  to  be  pardoned  to  Ihe  spirit  of  liberty.  I 
value  the  freedom  of  the  press  so  much,  ihat  I  am  slow 
to  quarrel  even  with  Its  Ilcenar,  when  Ihe  conduct  of  Ihe 
publie  aervanl*  is  in  queation.  We  who  move  in  these 
agitated acenesvolunlarlly  expose uuraelrra  to  iheBcrutl. 
ny  oF  the  press.  If  we  cannot  auitain  ila  examination  we 
deaerve  lo  /al).  And,  for  myaelf,  I  feel  that,  having 
been  from  Ihe  oulael  to  Ihis  hour  Ihe  ateady  opponent 
of  the  preaent  adminitlratinn,  I  have  a  right,  in  these 
latter  days,  lo  judge  of  measurrs  on  their  merits,  and 
where  I  condemn  to  condemn  with  temper  and  modera- 
tion. Al  I  preferred  no  oriaona  to  the  rising  orb,  and 
gazed  on  its  noontide  lustre  with  undszzled  eye,  I  may 
well  conlihue  to  contemplate  it  calmly  as  il  hastena  lo  ila 
illing.  In  a  word,  I  will  nol  suffer  myself  lo  be  taxed 
purpoaea. 

'~ipulatian  to  be  cast  on  the  fair  fame  of 
She  li»  nailed  her  flag  to  the  mut 
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There  It  will  6j,  taiM  (umbine  ind  itorm  alike,  proud- 
ly lo  the  end,  Ihoug-b  it  hive  to  "  ttream  like  the  Ibim- 
4er-drtfi  ■gilnil  tbe  wind."  There  ii  in  her  neither  »- 
riiblenen  nor  ihedow  of  cfaknge.  Whatever  ■lluremenla 
Diey  oroH  her  path, 

la  miidan  mtdiution,  fatj  (nt. 
She  yield!  heneironty  to  the  voice  of  duly  end  aflectio 
She  bu  refused  to  be  teduced  by  the  biftndiihtnenta  or 
tbe  charmer,  ch*riii  he  nrrer  lo  viiely:  no  force  could 
rsviih  rromher  the  prieelew  jewel  of  herundefiled  vir- 
l^niiy.  HerunUinled  purity  hu  never  humbled  itteir 
in  the  du«  to  receive  the  embrtce  of  power,  thou^ 
it  ilioutd  here  deiceniled  upon  faer,  like  Jove  lo  the 
■riDB  of  Danae,  id  ■  thower  of  gold.  Her  opponents 
hive  Kt  thenaetvei  down  in  perpetual  leaguer  by  her 
eemp;  but  have  nevrr  gained  entrance  within  iti  linri, 
except  In  in  hour  of  truce,  to  receive  the  hotpitilitiei 
due  to  1  pliant  foe.  And  if,  io  the  conteit  for  eonitilu. 
liunil  liberty.  It  be  her  dealiny  to  sUnd  alone,  alone  will 
the  stand,  leir-poiied,  like  the  loHd  earth  itMlf,  in  her 
own  etemenlal  principlea.  In  reaolvinf;  to  adhere  to 
Daniel  Webster  u  her  candidate  for  the  pretidency,  ihe 
baa  acted  without  arriirt  peaiit  or  indirection  whatever. 
She  simply  movei  right  onward  in  the  march  of  conali- 
tency  and  honor,  ucibaken,  unieduccd,  unterrifiedi  ihe 
does  jutllce  to  her  own  great  citizen  and  henelfi  alie 
propoiet  for  the  chief  maKiitracy  that  individual,  in 
whom  she  sees  her  political  principlea  personifiedi  and 
*he  leave*  the  event  to  the  R-acioui  disposal  of  aa  allviae 
God. 

Having  cleared  the  way  of  theae  preliminarj-  mattera, 
I  now  proceed  lo  the  businen  on  which  I  have  riaen  to 
addreaa  the  Hnuae. 

My  theory  of  taxallon  is  very  simple.  It  ia  that  of  the 
conatitution.  The  revenue  should  be  commeniurate 
with  the  wants  of  Ihe  country,  and  levied  for  the  limited 
uses  which  Ihe  couatllution  preacribes.  Congreaa  can- 
not raise  money  ftir  any  oilier  object.  But,  in  the  de- 
tail of  taxation,  and  especially  in  the  imposition  of  du- 
ties on  imports,  we  have  full  right,  and  it  is  our  duly,  so 
to  apportion  them  as  to  encounge  and  auttain  Ihe  do- 
mestic industry  of  Ihe  country. 

Whether  the  precise  provitiona  of  the  present  tainff 
have  tended  to  increase  or  diminlib  the  amount  of  public 
treasure,  I  do  not  stop  to  Inquire.  It  ia  founded  In  a 
compromise,  which  every  consideration  of  the  great  in- 
teresiaof  the  country,  and  of  ihe  honor  of  its  public  men, 
requires  to  be  reapectrd.  I  rejoice  that,  in  all  the  de- 
bales  of  this  Congress,  no  gentleman  haa  ventured  to  call 
this  in  question.  The  Preildent,  alto,  in  his  annual  mea- 
aage  of  this  year,  and  liie  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  in 
his  report,  liave  expreaied  the  desire  of  Ihe  administra- 
tion to  msintaln  the  principles  of  the  tariff  act  of  1B33 
inviolate.  And  therefore  1  cannot  but  express  my  sur- 
prise thai  the  honorable  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  {Vlr.  C^vsKLsao]  should,  en  a  recent 
occasion,  have  ap'>ken  of  that  act  as  oppressive  to  the  in- 
teresis  of  agriculiure  and  labor.  Representing,  aa  1  do, 
aome  of  tbe  principal  manubcturlng  communitiea  in  llie 
United  Stalea,  1  feel  bound  to  make  a  paasing  remark  on 
this  Buhjecl. 

Whatever  tenda  lo  diversify  (lie  objecta  of  human  in- 
duilry,  and  to  enlarge  t lie  acope  of  aoy  one  branch  of  in- 
dustry, ii  not  only  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  ■  coun- 
try directly  in  that  particular,  but  it  ia  also  beneficial  in 
the  prosperity  it  adds  (o  all  other  departments  of  labor. 
Such  haa  been  the  general  effect  of  Ihe  introduction 
and  growth  of  manufacture  In  thia  country.  And  it 
seems  pasting  strange  lo  pretend  any  exception  to  the 
Iteneral  law  of  industry  at  this  particular  aeaann,  when 
the  laborer  receives  better  wsgea  than  at  any  past  timet 


and  when  tbe  agriculture  of  the  coanirj  is  in  a  (late  of 
palmy  prosperity  altogether  without  parallel  in  oar  Ua. 
tory.  Every  thing  which  the  land^owner  aells  is  Attri 
those  articlea  of  onnuracture,  which  he  hu  occasion  to 
buy,  are  chqp.  The  high  prieea,  which  now  prevail, 
are  not  so  much  of  things  generally,  as  of  (he  {wodncts 
of  ihe  earth.  Com,  sugar,  collon,  beef,  pork,  tobacco, 
in  fact,  all  the  great  staple*  of  agriculture,  have  risen  in 
price  disproportionsteiy  to  manuftelured  comraodiliet. 
Very  singular  and  extraordinary  incidents  in  tndc  aM 
theconaequencea  of  this  stale  of  thinga.  Tbua,  I  bava 
been  assured  that  a  cargo  of  Indian  corn  was  lately  ins- 
ported  into  the  United  Statea  from  the  city  of  Teiuce, 
and  sold  at  a  profit)  a  thing  wholly  unprecedented  In  our 
commerce.  Thus,  also,  beana  have  gone  from  Prance 
to  the  West  Indies,  and  been  purehaaed  there,  to  be  im- 
ported into  and  sold  in  the  United  Slates.  II  ia  notorioua, 
indeed,  that  breadstuffs,  and  other  ordinary  products  of 
agriculture,  are  dearer  in  this  country  at  the  present 
time  Ihan  in  the  foreign  roarketa  of  the  Baltic,  tbe  Medi- 
terranean, or  even  of  England.  And  tbe  prices  of  Ibe 
great  staples  of  the  South  bear  umilar  evidence  to  the 
general  prosperity  of  sgriculture.  And  if  there  bewM 
man  so  failhleas  on  this  subject,  that  he  mual  aee  and 
feel  in  order  to  believe,  let  him  go  into  any  of  tbe  regions 
of  country  In  which  manufactoriea  have  been  eatablubed 
under  the  influence  oflhe  protecting  ayilein,  and  he  will 
then  have  ocular  demnnatration,  in  the  aprclacle  of  univer- 
sal prosperity  about  him,  of  what  that  system  has  done  foi 
the  intereata  of  Ihe  land-owner.  I  hope,  therefore,  to 
hear  no  more  suggestion*  calculated  to  unaettle  public 
confidence  in  the  compromise  act.  Let  us,  fen'  a  few 
year*  al  least,  be  able  to  anlieipate  aome  continuance 
of  stabilily  and  consistency  In  Ihe  treatment  of  the  vast 
and  invaluable  menu facturea  of  the  United  Stalea. 

While  I  start,  then,  with  Ihe  avowal  of  a  dispoaition 
to  hold  the  national  expenditurea  within  the  use*  pruri- 
dedby  Ihe  constitution,  l^somaintain  that,  ifapropoaed 
expenditure  be  conatitutional,  BT>d  if  it  be  warranted  by 
conaidervtiona  of  juatice  and  public  policy,  the  espendi- 
lure  should  bs  appropriate  to  the  abject.  There  is  no 
other  true  and  wise  economy.  If  a  thing  ia  lo  be  done  , 
let  it  be  well  done,  and  with  adequate  means.  Limit 
the  conatitutional  uaea,  be  frugal,  but  not  paraimiHuouaa 
in  application  to  the  uses  which  are  constitutional, 

At  this  moment,  the  financial  condition  of  tbe  United 
BUtea  is  sitogether  renurkable.  We  have  discharged, 
or  stand  ready  to  discharge,  the  entire  funded  debt  i^ 
the  Revolution,  and  that  of  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain.  We  posses*  an  overflowing  Treasury.  These 
facts  are  alluded  lo  every  dsyi  but  is  tbe  whole  force 
of  tbe  case  fully  understood^  It  is  not  lae rely  the  dia- 
charge  of  so  much  debt  in  money,  which  dittingutshe  s 
the  present  crisis.  We  issued  from  the  war  of  the  Beso- 
lution  loaded  with  pecuniary  obligations,  contracted  in 
Ihe  pursuit  of  independence.  Worse  than  thia.  We 
came  out  of  that  struggle,  encumbered  with  treaty  en- 
gagements, entangled  m  onerotis  relations,  either  of  frar 
or  ^vor,  to  nations  of  Europe.  What  calamhie*  Ibis 
fact  waa  capable  of  bringing  upon  us,  we  saw  plainly 
enough  in  the  wars  of  the  French  Revolution.  Pending 
that  diasslroua  series  of  events,  that  general  overturning 
of  the  civilized  world,  it  waa  impoaaible  for  ua  to  Avor 
one  foreign  country  without  olTending  anolher,  end  im- 
poaaible to  be  neutral  without  encountering  Ihe  enmity 
of  all  the  contending  naliona.  Our  commerce  became 
Ihe  common  object  of  univeraal  rapacity.  We  were  de- 
spoiled on  every  sea,  and  in  every  quarter  of  Ihe  globe. 
But  a  day  uf  retribution  wa*  to  come.  Having  cbutised 
in  arms  that  foe,  from  whom  we  suffered  moil,  we  hsve 
exacted  of  each  of  the  other*— of  Spain,  Denmark, 
Naplea,  France — indemnification  for  the  losses  of  our 
pillaged  ciliieni.    There  rcmaini  UDsdjiutcd  ■  thfling 
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daim  on  tbs  Netherlmd«(  esoept  Id  r^trd  of  whicb, 
we  have  had  ■  nenertl  reokoning  with  Europe.  They 
■re  besinDiDir,  on  the  otber  *ide  of  the  oce«n,  to  lorn 
our  power,  ind  lo  appreeikta  oar  deatiniei.  Now,  we 
■tart  fair  wllti  the  world  in  the  race  of  civilization,  of 
KroatncH,  and  of  virtue.  We  feel  the  young  pant'i 
atrenph  in  our  limbi.  Fear,  we  nerer  knewi  and  we 
hare  paated  throug'h  all  the  houra  of  anxiety  tint  attend 
on  a  nation'!  beginniriKi.  Thii,  therefore,  Ji  the  true 
oharaoter  of  Ibe  preaent  epoch  in  our  hiitoryi  admonlab- 
ing  tMtopauaein  ouroareer,aa<l  to  look  before  and  af^er, 
for  the  ibaping  out  of  a  policy  Mitcd  lo  the  grtiX  criaia. 

It  i*  admiHed  on  all  banda  that  we  bare  a  turplDt  of 
rMPCnac)  that  ii,  the  expendiluret  of  the  laat  vear  have 
not  equalled  it*  receipt*.  Of  tbii,  we  b*d  offleial  infor- 
mation fhiiB  the  Beeretary  of  the  Tteaaarjr,  and  from 
the  Prendcnt  bimiel^  at  the  comnencemcnt  oftbeae*- 
aion.  No  man,  of  either  aide  of  Ibe  Houte,  pretei^  to 
deny  it.  The  aralable  amount,  howeTcr,  ia  a  aubject 
of  much  eonlroverar.  By  aone,  it  it  rated  at  ao  low  a 
aum  aa  to  be  unworthy  of  diatrihution)  by  otfaen,  it  ii 
esamerated  to  raat  milliona. 

It  II  caay  lo  ue  how  all  Ibia  contrariety  of  opinion  tui« 
ariaen.  In  the  flrat  place,  fentlemen  hare  been  acloated 
by  adTorae  motirea,  which  have  colored,  if  tbef  have 
not  confounded,  all  tbeir  peroepiiom  of  het.  Next, 
there  i«  a  (reat  rariety  orachemea  and  plan*  of  expend- 
iture bnached  in  one  of  the  other  Houae  of  CongrcM, 
by  preaenlinf  which  in  a  body,  witboul  diaoriminating 
what  ia  likely  to  be  adaf)teil  from  what  i*  certain  to  be 
rejected,  there  appeara  an  appalling  anregate  of  ap- 
propriation. Some  gentletncn  would  hare  ui  reckon 
•ppropriationiv  wbioh  are  to  cover  a  aeriea  of  year*,  aa 
all  chargeable  in  the  sunt  total  to  the  rerenuea  of  the 
current  year.  And  above  all,  the  general  praetiee  which 
prenila  in  tbe  Houae,  of  blending  tt^lber  the  paat  and 
the  preaent  year,  and  of  not  diMinguiihing  between  the 
income  of  tbe  two  yeari  acpatately,  and  the  expenditure 
chargeable  on  each,  ii  a  moit  fruitful  aource  of  uncer- 
tMUiy,  error,  and  exaggeration. 

Of  tbe  detailed  eatimitei  which  have  been  given  to 
the  eountry,  in  elucidation  of  the  aubject  before  uf,  the 
imM  elaborate  i*  that  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  WaiexT,]  in  hi*  retnarka  upon  Ibe  die- 
tribntion  bill.  It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  make  that 
apeeeh  iheobject  of  adtitinct  reply.  Nor  ia  there  need 
«  it.  We  in  tbia  Houie  have  had  a  (Imilar  view  of  the 
flnansial  condition  of  tbe  country,  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Meani,  [Mr.  CauBBKLxxa.] 
In  proceeding  lo  preaent  to  tbe  Houie  my  own  eonchi- 
noiM^  adverae  lo  that  gentleman**]  it  i*  due  in  candor  to 
him  to  Bay,  that  I  do  not  perociva  in  hi*  caleulaliona  any 
evidence  of  a  deaire  lo  mialead  the  Houae  in  Ihia  matter. 
I  differ  with  him  in  tbe  detaila  and  in  the  reault.  But 
he  frankly  lay*  before  ua  tbe  Hen  of  auppoaed  expendi- 
ture, according  to  hi*  view*  of  the  public  aervice,  with 
tbe  rround*  of  hi*  concluaiona.  I  ihall  do  (be  aaote. 
Let  IDC  Houae  judge  between  our  reapectlve  eatimatea, 
wherever  there  i*  conflict  of  opinion  or  fiict. 

To  avoid  all  poiaible  error,  1  altall  begin  by  teltling  up 
tbe  affaira  of  the  year  1SS5.     II  left  a  aurphja  of  income 
in  the  TrcMUiy.     What  i*  the  amount  of  that  aurphiar 
We  bad  in  (he  Treaaury,  at  the  end  of 

laat  year,  of  araiUble  fundi  -    t3$,533,98fi 

The  appropriatiotii  aalhorized   prior  lo 

that  time,  but  not  expended,  deducting 

tbe  sum  applicable  to  the  lerviee  of 

thia  year,  the  lum  to  be  tramferred  to 

the  Mirplua  fund,  and  for  claima  on  ac- 
count of  tbe  public  debt,  are    -  •        8,6^,073 


U  amounting  to    • 
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To  thi*  ahonid  be  added  the  interest  of  the  Uniird 
Slate*  in  the  Hook  of  (he  United  State*  Bank.  Tbtt 
ohairnnn  of  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Mean*  rejecte 
thi*,  because  he  apprehend*  that  tbe  bank  intend*  lo 
compel  the  Government  to  aeek  it  only  through  the  ave- 
nue of  a  niit  in  chancery.  He  might  aa  well  refuae  to 
credit  to  the  Treaiury,  any  of  the  caih  in  the  deporite 
banka.  If  they  choo*e  tu  be  nfractoir,  the  Govern- 
ment  can  obtain  ill  fundi  on  deporite  only  by  mean*  of 
a  auit  againit  them  or  their  auretie*.  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  United  SUte*  Bank  entertain*  the  purpoae  ia>. 
puted  to  i(.  If  it  doe*  attempt  to  withhold  from  Ihe 
United  Statea  our  whole  capital  itock,  whether  in  order 
to  try  the  question  of  dimagea  on  the  prote*ted  bill  of 
exeunge  on  France,  or  for  any  other  object,  I,  a*  ft 
member  in  oppoailion,  and  ai  a  firm  aupporter  of  the 
bank  in  the  qantion  of  Ihe  removal  of  the  deponle^ 
beailate  not  to  deotare  my  belief  that  In  to  doit^  (b« 
bank  will  juatly  cxpoie  itaelf  to  the  united  indignation 
of  the  whole  country.  I  do  not  credit  thii  auggMtion. 
And  diarging  againit  the  acltial  vdue  of  tbe  atock  the 
amount  of  the  navy  pension  fiind,  being  (619,000,  and 
abo  tbe  qoettion  of  damagea,  if  gentlemen  pleaac.  I  Mt 
down  tbe  par  of  the  atock  aa  available  to  tbe  Treaauryi 
and  adding  thi*  (o  the  aurplui  already  found,  we  haT« 
tbe  folloniiig  aggregate  aurplua  on  hand  at  tbe  begi*- 
nii^  of  tbe  year: 

Geah  on  depoalte,  net!  balance,     -  -    |16,850,9U 

atook  in  the  United  SUtea  Bank,  7,000,000 


Total  balance  of  1833,      -  •  -   #23,650.91* 

Thn*  far  there  can  be  no  material  miatake.  Suppo- 
aing  the  Government  to  have  expired  with  the  laM  year, 
it  would  hare  pcaaeiaed,  independently  of  unexpended 
appropriation,  *o  much  bank  property  in  atock  or  d«- 
poaile*,  luiceptible  of  diatribution  among  (he  SUtea. 

Now,  if  the  income  of  the  year  1836  etjuala  tbe  ex- 
penditurea  and  obligation*  of  the  year,  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary, it  i*  plain  that  the  aicerUined  balance  of 
(be  lait  year  will  reit  untondied.  If  (he  income  fall* 
■hort  of"  tbe  expenditure*,  the  deficiency  muit  bo 
charged  to  that  balance,  and  will  reduce  it.  If  the  in- 
come exceeda  the  expenditure,  there  will  be  a  nelt  bat- 
ance  of  Ibe  budget  of  thii  year  to  be  added  to  tbe  bal« 
ance  of  tbe  lait.  The  next  step  in  the  inquiry,  tbei^ 
fore,  i*  to  aacertain  Ihe  probable  income  of  1836,  and 
ill  probable  expenditure. 

Without  conauming  the  time  of  the  Houae  by  detailed 
explanation  of  any  grounda  of  opinion  aa  to  the  future 
rcKMirce*  of  tbe  Treaiury,  [  riiall  content  myaelf  with 
preaenting  a  few  obvioui  data,  upon  which  I  myaelf  pn^ 

I  find  that  the  actual  receipta  into  the  Treaaoiy  for 
the  fini  quarter  of  the  preaent  year,  *•  officially  made 
known  to  ^ongrcai  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaury,  ara 

Fromcuitoma,     ...  -   «5,006,OM 

From  pubrie  land*,  ...     5,ti9,6M 

Prom  miacellaneou*  aoureea,        •  •         380,(X)0 


Total  to  March  Slat. 


»10,73i,700 


If  tbe  receipt*  for  the  remaining  three  quarten  oC 
Ibe  year  ahould  oonlinne  to  be  in  the  lame  ratio,  tbe 
total  income  of  the  year  1836  will  amount  to  43,903.800 
dollan.  Will  tbe  reeeipu  be  in  tbe  aame  ratiof  WU 
tbe  cuatoma  fall  oS!  Will  (he  mIc«  of  public  land*  £■ 
miniibf    Will  either  of  theae  incteaae? 

Of  Ibe  Duitoma,  I  cannot  anticipate  any  large  redec 
tion.     The  average  annual  reoeipta  into  tbe  Treaaury 
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t*rvtmngye«ri,"  Judging  from  lhc*efi.cls,  ind  from  inc 
■cilvliv  ur  nup  TiireiKn  commerce  [luring  the  five  tnonih* 
rhic*i  hive  *lrr>ily  eUpsed,  1  iliink  it  res- 
:e  ilie  cukloinf  of  the  ye>r  it  little,  if  my, 
ihort  oftwel'e  roilliom. 

It  would  be  rub  fur  ine  to  think  of  eitimiiing  lli« 
probable  imniint  of  ulei  of  public  lands  for  1836,  >i  of 
m]' own  knowledge.  I  find  that  weil-inrDrmed  grntlc- 
inen  from  ihe  Weit  ire  of  opinion  it  will  rrach  fifteen 
million!  (if  doltan.  And  it  raajr  not  be  immatenal  10 
note  Ihatllie  official  jnurnal  of  the  adminiu ration,  in 
commenting!  an  ihe  dLilrihulion  bill,  Kema  lo  r*ie  Ihe 
procerda  of  ihe  public  lanili  at  twenty  miltionB  for  thia, 
and  ■lin  for  ihe  eniuing  year. 

Stalinfc  the  entire  revenue  of  1836  *l  lhil^y-fi*e  mll- 
lioni,  1  ahallat  leaatkerpciiniiderAbly  wilhin  (lie  boundi 
MMmed  by  ill  thote  gentlemen  wlio  have  ipoken  on  my 
aide  of  the  qiiealion. 

The  nrit  inquiry  i<i,  what  will  be  the  Mim  total  of  ap' 
propriatloiia  for  the  current  year* 

To  follow  up  tliii  inquiry  undrrtlandingly,  1  shall 
take  the  r«tima1es  nf  the  Secretary  of  llie  Treasury  la 
the  basis  of  my  calculaiiiin.  He  propoaes  ipprupria- 
tions  lo  Ihe  smnuni  of  17,515,933  duliira.  Many  of  the 
ilemi  are  bryonil  the  iccuilumcd  annual  spproprlationa. 
r«r  example,  Ihoie  apperlaii.ing  to  the  navy.  For  the 
■■ke  of  simpliciiy  and  penpicuily,  however,  I  shall  dea- 
iginte  his  estimate  as  the  ordinary  approprinlion  fur  the 
service  <>fl836(  and  all  iiems  of  apprupriaiion  not  inclu- 
ded in  it  I  ahall  call  extraordinary,  and  add  to  iu  amount, 
so  as  10  make  up  the  grand  total  of  appropriations  for 

It  is  unneceaMry  to  occupy  the  ear  nf  the  Hnuse  witli 
particulrnboervaiions,  in  Ibia  place,  iiprm  suefa  brinchea 
of  appropriation  la  hive  actually  puied  Congreu. 
They  will  appear  in  the  general  eaiimate  wliicli  I  shall 
liereifter  present. 

Nnr  shall  I  tronble  the  House  in  reference  to  every 
a1>ico<  of  expenditure,  reaminable  or  unreasimable, 
which  any  member  of  either  House  may  hive  pmpnaed 
or  imagined'  it  will  suffice  to  dwell  upon  those  appro- 
priation* which  will  aasurrdly  pas*  in  one  furm  or  an- 
other, and  of  which  Ihe  amount  only  i*  matter  of  ques- 

Of  private  claims,  there  are  a  great  number  in  the 
hands  iif  various  cninmittres,  or  ilteady  repnried  upon 
in  both  Honse*.  Must  of  them  are  of  amall  amoiinti  ind 
the  aggregate  is  hardly  worth  reckoning  in  the  calcula- 
tion I  have  in  hind.  I  am  auiired  by  the  ckndid  and 
intelligent  chairman  of  the  Committee  nf  Claims,  [Mr. 
U'BiTTLiaar,]  who  undersismls  the  whole  subjecl  in- 
tifniirly,  ihai,  if  ilioae  claim*  nn  the  Treasury  be  con- 
■idered  (a  the  amount  ol  100,1)00  dollars,  it  wiU  be  ma- 
ktug  in  ample  ilhiwanee  on  their  icoount. 

There  are  three  objects  of  importance  before  the 
House,  namely,   the  claims  nf  indiviiliLila  tlespoiled   by 

Prance  priur  III  I  BOOi  1  bill  bi -     --     - 

of  Ihe  reTiilutioniiry  pension  i 
.ing  pensions  to  certain  peraoi 
ol  the  West  (giinit  the  Indian 

Grtenvillri  which,  if  Ihey  sht  ,     .  ,  .     

considerable  dralXs  on  Ihe  Treasury.  Being  earnestly 
■n  fHVnr  of  the  first,  |  regret  that  there  is  no  belter  pros- 
pect of  its  being  definilively  acted  upon  it  the  present 
*es«on.  If,  as  1  hope,  liie  other  two  should  pass,  they 
would   not  become  chargeable  lo  iny  great  extent  on 

Of  the  uncertain  ilcms  of  expenditure,  the  IsTgeitii 
(hat  in  execution  nf  Indian  treaties,  including  additions 
tnade  to  the  appropriation  bill  for  Ihe  Indian  service, 
■tated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Comniittee  of  Wiyaaad 


ts,  and  a  bill  for  grant- 
who  served  in  the  wars 
previous  lo  llie  trraty  of 


Heani  it  (8,767,395.  Ho«  of  this,  I  prrtume,  arise* 
under  the  treily  with  the  Cherokee*.  That  trcsty  ia 
not  before  the  House  in  any  ahapeg  it  haa  not  yet  been 
made  public)  and  we  do  not  yet  know  how  much  it  will 
take  immediately  from  the  Treasury.  I  rely,  however, 
on  the  verscity  and  knowledge  of  thC'Chairgnan  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  .'^fTaira  On  the  part  nf  the  Senate, 
[Mr.  WaiTi.j  who,  in  a  Speech  of  hi*  now  before  me, 
dcclirea  that  not  much  of  the  expenditure  under  this 
head  will  or  can  fall  in  Ihi*  or  even  the  next  yeari  and 
that  Ihe  new  reaourcei,  to  be  thu*  obtained,  will  near- 
ly. If  not  quite,  equal  the  increaied  expenditure. 

There  i*  a  harbor  bill,  containing  numeroua  Items; 
tt^ther  with  bills  for  projected  cuilom-hoiiset,  hoapi- 
talt,  tight -houses,  and  other  public  worksiand  a  nunber 
of  mTscellaneous  object*  of  a  aimilar  classi  the  final 
amount  of  which  Can  only  be  stated  conjeelurally  in  rouw) 

There  is  m  bill  before  this  House,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affair*,  which  ■uthoriacs  the 
Treasury  Depirt  men  I  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  Ibe 
indemnities  due  to  citizen*  of  the  United  Suie*  fran 
Naplei  and  Prince.  This  bill  hss  been  treated,  in  con- 
vcrsatinn  or  in  debate,  as  an  expendliure  of  Ihe  money 
of  the  United  Slates.  Not  so.  It  is  bill  an  advance,  10 
be  repaid  with  Inleresti  a  temporary  inveatmenti  a  Mib- 
stitulion  of  securities  yielding  a  profit  for  securities  field- 
ing none  I  and  instead  of  diminishing,  it  would,  if  pasaed, 
increase  the  eventusl  resource*  nf  the  Treasury,  lahall 
not,  therefore,  conaider  this  bill  ai  any  charge  On  Ihe 
revenue  of  the  year. 

All  Ihe  remaining  uniscertained  itrma  of  public  ex- 
penditure, thiise  which  ire  chiefly  debated  as  in  com- 
petition with  the  plan  of  distributing  a  fchsre  of  the  pob- 
lie  treasure  among  the  Stutes,  have  relatinn  to  the  de- 
fence of  Ihe  country.  This  part  of  the  subjecl  deaerves 
a  careful  eisminatinn,  as  wel;  for  its  intrinsic  importance 
as  for  Ihe  large  missea  of  money  which  it  i*  proposed  - 
lo  appropriite,  Ihe  present  year,  to  military  ubjrclB. 

The  primary  duly  of  the  United  State*  undoubtedly 
is,  to  secure  the  meins  of  aeir-derence  suited  lo  her 
msgnitiide,  her  condition,  her  debtinies,  anil  to  the  ait- 
uation  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Iiilerri«ate  the  past. 
Wliat  was  Ihe  main  purpose  for  which  the  colonies  Con- 
federated together'  History  shall  tell  ynu,  it  waa  to 
maintain  in  irmnr  the  sovereignty  and  ii'dependence  of 
the  country  and  the  libeilies  of  its  inhibiianis,  agiinil 
foreign  enemies.  The  constitution  shall  tell  ynii,  which. 
In  the  very  first  clause  of  the  enumeration  of  powers 
conferred  on  Congress,  made  it  our  earliest  business  lo 
pay  the  debts  of  the  United  State*,  *o  as  (o  redeem  our 
failh  and  honor  pledged  to  those  who  hsd  furnished  u* 
with  Ihe  sinews  ofwi-r  in  the  great  struggle  of  Ihe  ReV- 
olulion,  and  In  give  lo  ua  a  fair  and  h'>nuTable  alanding 
in  Ihe  great  family  ol  nations)  and  which  made  it  our 
next  business,  and  before  all  others,  lo  provide  fur  the 
commim  defence  of  the  United  States. 

In  assuming  ih>*  pnsitiiin,  and  in  supportingall  reaton* 
able  measures  for  the  defence  of  tlie  cninlry,  I  act  in 
conformity  alih  the  uniiertal  wish  of  the  people  of  nqr 
State.  The  motto  on  her  escutcheon  apeak*  fur  itself. 
Eait  pttit  placidam  tub  liberlatt  guieiem.  By  the  sword 
we  achieved,  and  by  Ihe  sword  we  maintain,  our  lution- 
ality  a4  a  people.  To  aee  that  the  countr]  be  prepared 
for  self-ilefence,  is  a  policy,  which  aa  well  her  "sages  of 
the  Hrviilution,  i*  ill  her  living  Chief  Uagialrates,  have 
earnestly  enjoined.  One  of  I  hem,  my  distinguished  col- 
lesgue,  who  usually  sits  at  my  side,  slid  who  so  long  oc- 
cupied the  rxeculiye  chair  of  Masaacliusclls  with  honor 
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And  the  two  eminent  individuals,  who  Bucceativeiy  left 
this  HouM  lo  flu  hi*  place,  have— with  their  collc*gur% 
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■nd  MpecUllj'  thtt  one  or  then  now  in  mjr  tye,  untur* 
ptMed  iDion;  h'u  counirjrnwn  in  the  honor*  of  public 
•erviee — been  ■cftlou  in  the  iimc  ciuse.  I  do  but 
tr«wl  in  Ihe  iieps  of  thoie  who  h*ve  pme  before  me. 
PuUinjc  our  feel  in  the  track*  of  our  blhen,  it  hu  been 
welt  *iid,  we  ihall  neither  Mumble  nor  winder.  We 
hive  »lw«ys  favored  tlie  policy  of  mirilime  krraitnenU. 
Shall  wecbinge  our  Ticuion  the  subject,  becauw  Ibcy 
accord  with  tliose  of  the  adminiitralionF  1  cannot,  and 
I  will  not,  in  a  queation  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
public  defence,  atop  to  inquire  by  what  party  the  ex. 
pend'riure  of  it  is  to  be  controlled.  If  the  appropriation 
oomes  before  me  in  a  const itutlonal  shapp,  and  I  am  wt- 
isflcd  of  ita  lolriniic  propriety,  I  shall  vole  for  it)  widi- 
ing^,  to  be  sure,  that  my  political  friends  held  the  direc- 
tion of  public  affain,  hut  meaninjr  still  not  to  impede  the 
constitutional  action  of  the  Goverttment. 

Another  thing.  There  ii  a  prevalent  error  on  Ihe 
•ubject  of  our  foreign  reUtioni,  bearing  materially  upon 
the  question  of  public  defence,  which  hi«  been  spoken 
of  in  debate  on  this  floor,  and  requires  to  be  corrected. 
It  has  been  laid  ibat  for  us  to  make  prrparatinn  for  war 
would  inilselfafi'urd  a  jnstiflcalory  cause  lo  another  na- 
tion, with  whicb  we  might  bare  an  open  conlroreray, 
either  to  make  war  on  ua,  or  to  seije,  embargo,  or  eon- 
flwute  the  effacu  of  our  citizens  abroad  or  on  the  high 
leaa.  A  very  mialsken  idea.  Undoubtedly  this  fact 
may  be  found,  in  the  hUtory  of  modem  nations,  to  have 
been  mide  on  lotne  occasion  the  pretext  of  war,  is  may 
■  hundred  other  frivoloui  i.r  inadequate  Ihingst  btitauch 
a  proceduie  would  be  contrary  to  whtt  is  now  the  ei- 
lablished  and  admitted  rule  of  the  eivilizeil  world.  It  ia 
one  of  the  incidenti  of  sovereignty,  an  inherent  power 
essential  to  ita  own  preservation,  that  a  State  should  have 
plenary  right  of  defence  and  of  arn»,  except  in  to  far 
as  it  may  tinve  limited  that  riffht  by  special  convention. 
In  virtue  of  this  right,  a  nation  may  make  alt  sorti  of 
armament,  aaaemble  and  or^niie  armies,  fleets,  and 
troops,  of  whatever  description,  prepare  snillery  and 
other  xrm^  construct  fonificationa  in  (he  interior  or 
upon  its  frontier,  form  camps,  conclude  treaiiesof  alli- 
ance and  subsi'ly,  and  muster  ita  whole  physical  force 
in  the  field.  In  such  caae,  if  any  other  nation  deems  it- 
aelf  menaced  by  such  preparations,  the  eslabliihed 
course  is  for  ihe  latter  lo  demsnd  explanation.  The 
refusal  of  such  explanation,  an  equivocal  or  haughty 
•niwer  lo  a  temperate  request  for  it,  gives  just  came 
ot  distrust,  of  counter-arnument,  and  sometimes  even 
of  violences  and  of  wsr,  Iliui  undertaken  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  striking  first,  in  antieipstion  of  the  impending 
advetw  blow.  To  this  eS'ect  are  all  the  text-writera  on 
international  law.  To  this  effect  is  every  day's  practice 
in  the  diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  jealously  wslcbful 
Oftliona  of  Europe. 

One  thing  mure.  The  principle,  it  has  been  laid,  in- 
volved in  the  system  of  public  defence  now  before  Ihe 
country,  ii  Ihe  same  which  was  profesied  by  the  fedeni 
party  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.     It  is  not  very 

BroStable  to  discuss  that  point.  Our  buaineas  in  Ihil 
louse  is  rather  to  make  history,  llian  lo  setlle  contro- 
verted points.  Our  function  here  is  that  of  sisteimen, 
not  of  antiquarians.  Thus  much  I  hold  to  be  certain, 
thai,  if  the  policy  of  sustaining  an  eRIcient  syslem  of 
public  defence  wm  federalism  in  1799,  it  wss  repuhli- 
caniim  in  1813|  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  patriot- 
ism and  wiidora  at  all  limes.  If  I  am  called  lo  pro- 
nounce judgment  on  the  train  of  evenla  which  eharac- 
leriied  those  reapective  eras  ol  1799  and  1813,  one  of 
whicb  happened  before  [  saw  the  light,  and  the  other 
in  my  boyhood,  I  feel  that  I  am  competent  to  regard 
each  with  the  impartial  eyes  of  posterity,  and  to  speak 
it!  voice-  Let  u«  hold  oursclvea  above  being  deluded 
by  the  Jargnn  of  ptrty  netripapers,  which  seex  to  keep 


stale  the  party  anlmoaittes  of  past  times  by  the  misappli- 
cation ofancient  names.  Words  are  not  seldom  divorced 
from  Ihe  bonds  of  matrimony  with  the  things  they  he- 
longed  to  in  other  daya.  Each  of  the  great  parties  which 
once  divided  the  nation,  comnitted  errors  to  be  atoned 
for  at  the  bar  of  the  country  and  of  posterity,  C>ch 
of  them  had  its  stoning  virtues.  Who  believes  liiat 
George  Washington,  John  Adsmi,  and  Alexander  Hsm- 
iltnn,  on  the  one  side,  or  that  Thomas  Jefferson,  James 
Usdison,  and  James  Monroe,  on  the  other,  were  ene> 
mie»  of  their  country^  Not  I,  for  onei  snd  whatever 
party  names  may  be  current  about  me,  1  rear  that  in  such 
linbelief  I  shall  he  likely  lo  live  and  to  die.  Both  psr- 
lies  erred,  at  one  time  or  another,  in  the  degree  of  their 
oppovtion  to  meaiures  required  for  the  security  of  the 
nslionsi  honor.  Shsll  we  never  be  warned  by  eiampleF 
Never  grow  wise  by  experience?  Instead  of  losing  our- 
selves in  the  attempt  to  arrest  the  Sitting  shsdowsof  the 
past,  let  ua  look  to  the  duties  of  the  present,  and  tha 
necessities  of  the  future,  and  prepare  sgainU  them  when 
Ihe  time  comes  to  act. 

Theee  things  being  understood,  the  qneilion  recurs^ 
What  are  Ihe  militsry  exigencies  of  Ihe  public  fervlce 
■I  Ihe  present  moment? 

To  arrive  at  any  ipprozimate  solution  of  this  problem, 
we  mu«i  examine  the  relation*  of  the  United  States  with 
nation*  or  races  not  of  our  o«rn  land,  whether  they  be 
situated  beyond  sea  or  on  this  continent. 

Our  relations  with  all  the  Governments  of  the  Old 
World  are  at  this  moment  of  the  most  amicable  charac- 
ter. We  have  a  pending  difference  with  Great  Britain, 
in  regard  to  our  Korthesslern  boundary,  which  has  been 
too  long  procraatlnaled,  and  drmands  lo  be  broughl  lo 
a  speedy  istuei  but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  generuu*, 
the  magnsnimous  part  borne  by  that  Government  In 
Ihe  recent  negotiations  with  France  afTordi  an  ample 
giursniee  of  the  mutual  Friendliness  of  intention  which 
animates  the  council*  of  Grrst  Britain  and  the  United 
Slater.  We  have  unsettlrd  clsims  against  Holland,  for 
spoUaiiani  in  the  lime  of  Napoleon)  and  against  Holland, 
or  Belgium,  or  both,  fur  the  destruction  of  American 
property  at  Antwerp  in  1B30,  during  the  bombardment 
of  that  city  by  the  Dutch  forces  in  the  citadel  and  on 
the  Scheldt.  With  exception  of  these  particulars,  1  am 
not  aware  of  any  subMsting  difference  between  the 
United  States  and  either  of  the  trans-atlintic  Powen- 
And  Ihere  is  maniresily  nothing  in  these  facts  to  affect 
the  military  poliey  of  the  United  Stslea. 

The  attitude  of  the  United  States,  aa  they  now  present 
themselves  to  the  eye*  of  Europe,  is  one  creditable  to 
our  honor,  and  auspicious  to  our  future  ptioe.  Our 
eonlroveray  with  France  has  at  length  reached  tiie  eriiii 
of  a  flnal  and  favorable  issue,  by  the  payment,  on  her 
part,  of  the  instalments  of  indemnity  due  to  us  by  the 
treaty  of  ltl31,  and  so  long  withheld.  And  Ihe  result 
cannot  fail  lo  strengthen  ua  on  the  side  of  Europe- 

Por  myself,  I  can  truly  say  that  I  never  believed  that 
controversy  would  end  in  war.  My  mind  steadily  re> 
pelled  any  such  conclusion.  When  the  cloud  overhang- 
ing our  prospect  waa  at  the  darkest,  there  wss  sbundsnt 
e  to  foreknow  it  would  soon  give  place  lo  the  re- 
-ing  light  of  day.  Right,  feeling,  interest,  all  eoi»- 
bated  in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Whether  the  ministers  of  the  United  State*  did  or  did 
not  exhibit  sdroitness,  good  temper,  diplnmatic  skill,  In 
the  negotiations  with  France,  is  a  thing  which  it  la  neither 
profitable  nor  reasonable  to  debate  in  this  connexion. 
Our  national  cause  is  not  to  be  adjudged  upon  such  ind- 
denial  point*.  Sufflce  it  For  me  that,  on  Ihe  merits  of 
the  quettiun,  the  right  and  justice  lay  on  the  tide  of  the 
United  Stales,  the  wrong  and  injustice  on  the  side  of 
Prsncei  her*  waa  the  original  injuryi  hers  was  Ihe  jtra- 
Iractcd  delay  orieparalion,  which  aggravated  the  original 
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injur^i  beniru  the*ddedlnjuiticeor>eekinKta»hunar 
■djoum  the  execution  of  the  (reatj  of  indemnit)',  by  Itie 
■  inlcrpiwtioii  of  impoMible  conditions  in  reference  toam&t- 
ter  Mtuequent  to,  and  independent  of,  tbe  en|[ipinent> 
oT  the  treity  it«eir.  For  thii,  in  my  jodgment,  and  not 
the  CDDiidention  whether  in  eiectiiive  metnge  to  Con- 
grtu  It  ■  purely  domeitic  fiu:t,  wu  Che  ■trong'  point  in 
our  cue.  The  iiies«age,  ol  which  France  complained. 
wai  aiide  from,  and  independent  of,  the  treaty.  Whether 
il  wM  injurioui  to  the  honor  of  France  or  not — whether 
France  had  or  had  not  a  right  to  find  fault  with  it — ghe 
had  no  right,  in  juilice  or  in  honor,  to  make  it  ■  pretext 
for  refuiing  or  delaying  the  execution  of  engagements 
already  unreaaonably  delayed,  ir  aggrieved  by  the 
laeaage,  ibe  should  hare  come  Torvard,  and,  in  the  in- 
dignant ipirit  of  tnie  gallantry,  fulElled  her  own  prom- 
iaesi  and  then,  if  she  wanted  to  auarrel  on  a  punctilio, 
but  not  iDoner,  would  hare  been  the  time  for  her  to  div 
euii  whether  her  wounded  dignity  required  an  esplana- 
.tion  of  the  terms  of  the  message.  In  adopting  such  a 
'course,  she  would  have  had  the  moral  force  ot  opinion 
in  ber  farort  in  rejecting  it,  she  threw  awiy  the  only 
dianee  In  her  band.  I  repeat,  tberefotw,  that  the  merits 
of  the  qnesiSon  were  too  decidedly  with  us  to  admit  of 
the  supposition  of  war. 

To  the  same  effect  wsi  the  feeling  of  the  two  nttiona. 
In  tbe  United  States  we  all  know  Ibere  waa  no  desire  of 
war  with  Franca.  Aitd  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  repel  a  base  calumny,  in  reFerenee  to  the  mews 
of  the  manubcturers  of  the  North,  which  made  it>  ap- 
pearance at  a  time  when'  this  question  was  most  nicely 
baUnced.  They  were  said  to  incline  to  war  from  con- 
nderations  of  inlerot.  The  imputsiion  wu  •  foul  false- 
hood, and  •«  groundlesi  •(  foul.  They,  in  common  with 
til  tbe  reM  of  tbe  nation,  anxiously  desired  ■  pacific 
termination  of  our  difficulties  with  Fiance.  There  goes 
much  ^reparfttion  of  feelti^  to  bring  on  war  between 
two  nations,  »«o«ated  by  relations  of  amiiy  and  adran- 
tage.  H  needs  deep  irriialian  to  rouse  the  instinct  of 
fight,  of  which  there  is  doubtless  enough  in  ut,  and  the 
taste  ofblood  to  madden  tha  passions  of  men.  Nothing 
of  this  existed  either  here  or  in  France,  where,  u  I 
know  from  intimate  experience,  we  Americans  are  a 
favored  people.  And  the  reason  ia  very  obvious.  Apart 
from  eoiisiderations  of  interest.  Franco  and  the  United 
States  sre  united  by  historical  symtiathiesi  by  the  glori. 
ous  memoT)'  of  the  battles  fought  by  us,  and  the  victories 
achieved,  under  a  common  banner)  and  by  our  respec- 
tive position^  H  the  leading  revolutionary  Poirers,  the 
one  of  Europe,  the  other  of  America. 

And  theconaiderations  of  interost  were  equally  con- 
luxorits,  ob- 


We  receive  from  France  n 


raw  products,  necessaries,  which,  with 
•re  the  very  iife.blood  of  her  induiitry.  One  fourth  of 
her  whole  commerce  ia  with  us.  Take  the  year  1831 
«■  ao  example!  the  exports  of  France  for  which  year 
amounted  to  434,309,734  francs,  and  of  this  aggregate, 
-the  value  of  110,351,696  franca  came  to  the  United 
States.  France  received  pay  for  one  half  of  this  ia 
ootton,  without  which,  or  obtaininif  which  at  a  war  price, 
-'  -•--■■  'n  competiti   - 


<n  minuficloriei  could  not  stand  ir 
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treaty  of  1831,  we  stipulated  to  favor  the  wine*  of 
'Francei  and,  in  tbe  impulse  of  a  mere  spirit  of  friend- 
ship, we  «<duntatil;  extended  the  favor  to  her  ailks.  In 
the  year  1830,  there  were  imported  into  the  United 
Blate^  from  France,  silks  to  tbe  value  of  ^3,639,079. 
lo  the  four  succeeding  yeanc,  there  was  an  avenge 
■otount  of  16,541,6971  whicfa,  under  the  fears  of  an  in- 
terrupted commerce,  roie  in  1B85  to  the  sum  of 
913,139,640.    There  wm,  alio,  an  aufmenUlion  of  (be 


quantity  of  the  wines  imparled  from  France,  to  (be 
avenge  annual  mount  of  100,000  gallona.  And,  upon 
these  two  articles  alone,  there  his  been  a  reduction  of 
duty  during  the  last  four  yeara  to  the  amount  of 
#5,966,139  in  favor  of  France.  Under  these  drcura- 
stsnces  the  United  States  could,  without  inng  a  gun, 
bive  shaken  France  to  its  very  centre.  It  needed  only 
that  the  men  of  this  day,  and  the  women  of  this  day, 
sensitive  is  these  last  always  ire  to  tbe  call  of  duty  and 
untry,  ibould,  emulating  the  example  set  Ibem  in  a 
corresponding  case  by  their  fathera  and  their  molhen 
of  the  time  of  tlie  war  of  independence,  abatain,  as  tbey 
well  might,  from  the  use  of  Fremb  wines  and  French 
tilks,  to  have  filled  tbe  interior  of  France  with  rain,  if 
not  with  insurrection.  And  the  injury  to  the  pernanent 
interest*  of  France  would  have  been  most  eitormoast 
since  the  winei  of  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy,  Austria,  and 
the  Rhine,  and  the  silks  of  Knglsnd,  Asia,  and  the  Me^ 
terrancan,  would  have  been  likely  to  take  poaacaiion  nl 
our  market  in  lieu  of  those  of  France. 

These  fscti,  while  they  prove  that  wir  was  at  no  line 
probable,  prove  also  that  tbe  relations  between  ni  and 
France,  ai  well  a*  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  most 
continue  to  be  of  the  closest  amily. 

I  eongratutite  France,  therefore,  upon  tbe  rcatorc- 
lion  of  assured  harmony  between  us.  Rer  doate<tic  con- 
dition is  not  one  to  be  improved  by  a  mere  matitine 
war  with  America,  or  a  war  of  hopeless  invuion  of  our 
territory.  There  are  too  many  elemenla  of  revolntion 
si  work  in  her  own  bosom.  Is  it  known  to  thia  House, 
that  twice,  nnce  the  accession  of  the  house  of  OrleaM 
to  the  throne,  there  have  been  more  Frenchmen  under 
arms,  eniFSged  in  battle  wilhin  France  itself,  than  would 
have  suffiMd  to  win  the  battle  of  Witerloo.  Her  Cov- 
emment  rests  on  the  crster  of  a  slumbering,  but  not 
extinct,  volcsnoj  which,  had  foreign  afBiir*  gone  iU 
with  her,  might  at  any  moment  have  burst  forth  in  fuly, 
and  scattered  hrr  present  ruler*  to  the  four  quarteraof 
the  sky.  Her  "firenewitainpof  honor"  will  scarce  yet 
give  currency  to  counterfeit  coin*  Her  present  dynMy 
ia  not  quite  Arm  enough  in  the  saddle  to  attcmptto  ride 
over  the  faith  of  treaties.  Had  she  undertaken  it,  (be 
blaionry  of  Orleans  might  have  been  replaced  by  the 
Gallic  cock,  ■•  that  of  Bourbon  bad  been  already;  the 
tricolor,  which  again  waves  in  the  van  of  ber  amies  and 
u  the  bantier  of  her  navira,  might  heve  been  followed, 
u  of  old,  by  the  consular  ftsces  or  the  imperial  ei^cs; 
and  upon  the  ruins  of  the  monarehy  of  July  there  nnghl 
have  reariaen,  phanix-like,  the  French' repobUc,  one 
and  indivisible,  lo  send  Torth  its  propagandist  legions  on 
a  new  misnon  of  liberty  through  utooished  Europe. 
What  France  needs,  and  wbst  she  hss  got,  is  repose.  Sbc 
has  gone  through  the  horrors  of  the  fint  Revolution,  the 
conquests  of  the  republic,  the  gloriesof  the  empire,  and 
the  shsmes  of  the  restoration  i  and  her  best  policy  now 
is  to  show  that 

Pesen  hitb  lu  rictoric* 

>D  Icn  rgnowoed  Ihia  war, 
by  (he  development  of  her  domestic  resources  and  the 
consolidstion  of  her  institutions. 

I  Gongratulste  the  United  SIstes  not  less.  To  us,  abo, 
the  evils  of  the  war  must  have  been  almost  iacal- 
cuhbte.  No  war,  however  glorious  it*  ending  migbt 
be,  could  fail  to  be  deeply  injurious  to  the  country. 
It  would  be  followed  by  a  Ira;n  of  moral  and  politi< 
cal  Ills  of  tremendous  magnitude.  It  would  occasion 
immense  loss  to  the  nsllon,  in  the  withdrawal  of  its 
resnorce*  from  the  purauit*  of  induMry,  to  be  sp- 
plied  to  the  work  of  destruction.  Reflect  on  the 
overflowing  prosperity  which  twenty  j'ear*  of  peace 
have  bestowed  upon  the  United  States.  And,  in  addi- 
tion to  these  general  evils,  accompanying  wu  at  ill 
time*,  would  bare  beeo  the  parlicuUr  eircumituKes  of 
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k  war  at  weh  •  lime,  and  agaiiut  Micb  ■  nation.  Our 
immciue  commerce,  ■ckttered  tbrough  every  elimc,  our 
whalemen,  chaam;  their  prey  in  the  most  diaUnt  leai, 
our  richly  laden  abips  in  the  East  Indie*  and  in  the  wa- 
ten  of  Europe  and  South  America,  subject  lo  be  availed 
by  the  cniiwri  and  privateers  of  a  Powtr  ponening  no 
aimilar  commerce  lo  be  aiuiled  by  ua  in  turn.  Our 
navy,  gallint,  and  conaecrated  by  victory  after  victory, 
but  bow  much  inferior  inforoe  of  number*  to  that  of  the 
■dveraary !  Our  fortlRcationa,  cot  only  incomplete,  but 
unprniihed  oi arms,  and  hairdiaiiuntled,aslliope they 
never  will  be  hereafter.  Add  to  which  the  difficulties 
in  Ihe  way  of  military  operations  against  France.  Her 
ahipa  of  war  nuracroui  and  ready  for  action.  Her  puv- 
«rful  atanding  army.  Her  coaat,  one  vaat  rampart  of 
braai  and  iron,  aibiah,  even  when  sbe  bad  acarce  a  (hip 
■float  for  ita  defence,  her  navy  having  been  annihilated 
by  Nelw>n  at  tbe  mouthi  of  (he  Nile  and  off  Cape  Tra- 
falgar, atill  defied  and  biffledalllhe  attempta  of  England, 
«■  the  diaaatroui  expeditioni  ufWalcheren  and  the  Iile. 
du-Rh J  bear  wltnea*.  May  our  hearts  run  over  in  tbank- 
fulneailolbegraciouaDiapoacr  of  Eventi,ihat  he  vouch- 
safed to  pretervB  us  from  the  calamitica  of  luch  a  war! 
And  I  congratulate  the  world.  Great  Britain,  France, 
■nd  the  United  Strntei,  stand  together  in  the  firat  rank  of 
conatitutional  Governmentt.  We  have  no  buaiueit  to 
quarrel  together.  Belter  functions,  and  higher  deati- 
nies,  belong  to  ua  in  the  fceneral  scheme  of^earlb's  af- 
fairs. To  cheer  onward  the  great  cauae  of  civilization 
■nd  liberty,  to  conquer  new  realooa  to  the  empire  of 
knawledg«,  lo  march  side  by  side  as  tbe  vanguard  ofcon- 


stitntional  right,  in  defiance  of  all  gainaayera,  lo  develop 

il  capacitiea  of  bur  race)  theae,  and  not  llie  task 

of  mutual  injury,  be  our  chosen  acts.     It  is  a  fact,  aingU' 


ihe  Boeial  caps 


lar  and  memorable,  thai,  for  twenty  year)  pa>i,  ihe  world 
liat  witnessed  no  foreign  war  in  Ihe  limits  of  Cliristendom: 
I  mean  ofChriillan  Foner  u^lnst  Christian  Power.  The 
providence  of  Qoit  seems,  for  his  own  wUe  ends,  lo  hare 
averted  auch  ao  event.  All  tbe  wars  of  that  period  have 
been  ei^er  of  Cbristian  against  Infidel,  or  they  have 
been  wars  of  domcatic  revolution  within  eich  single 
country  or  its  possesions.  I  rejoice  that  we  did  not 
make  an  esception  to  tbe  rule.  Is  there  not  ■  mora)  in 
this  fact?    I  think  there  isi  and  a  moral  pertinent  to  the 

Upon  thia  review  of  our  tran»-atlantic  relations,  there 
is,  it  >a  plain,  oo  apeeifie  point  of  immediate  peril  in  that 
quarter,  calling  for  war  preparatioM^  and  for  expendi- 
tures of  money  in  direct  relalinn  lo  auch  end.  What  we 
need  in  Ibis  reipect  is  Ihe  gradual  placing  of  the  coun- 
try  in  a  poature  of  defence  adapted  less  to  the  actual  dan- 
ger, thaa  (o  tbe  definable  contingeneies  of  danger,  on 
iba  nde  of  Europe. 

Movement  is  the  cbaract eristic  of  tbe  preaent  epoch. 
It  i*  ofteD  spoken  of:  ha*  it  been  duly  pondered,  in  ref- 
erence to  our  own  domestic  legialalion?  Is  it  not  time 
to  do  sor  II  it  not  the  part  of  wise  men,  of  prudeni  pa- 
trioti'  All  society  is  instinct  with  life,  enterprise,  com- 
petition, liheny.  Nations  are  balanced.  Foreign  wars, 
u  I  have  already  luggesied,  have  ceased.  The  world 
gales  on  Ihe  spectacle  of  ilceply  interesting  domestic 
■trugglei.  Tlat  glorious  Christendom,  of  which  we  com- 

Eose  no  mean  part,  is  moving  on  to  aome  predealined, 
utyetunscanned,  point,  in  ihe  boundle**  future  of  age*. 
Society  ia  rolling  onward,  like  a  pUnet  wheeled  through 
its  orbit  in  the  heaven*.  Bball  we,  aa  did  th«  ancient 
aatronomers,  tnuting  lo  delusive  appearance^  imagine 
that  OUT  earth  ia  the  stationary  centre  of  the  ayslemf  Or 
shall  we  look  into  cause*  and  effects,  lo  discover  I  hat  we 
are  but  an  element  of  the  universal  whole,  impelled  rath- 
er than  impelling,  if  acting,  yet  acted  upon  with  inten- 
' JKT  forcer  Shall  we  *hut  our  eyes,  in  wilful  ignorance 
'W  eveoU.'    Sball  we  fold  our  arms  in  liatlcaa  indiffaranc« 


Ibe  inarch  of  fatef    It  beseems  us  to  look  al  our  po- 

ion;  lo  consider  its  relationst  (o  take  observation  of 

e  headlands  and  landmarks  about  uai  to  elevate  our> 

selves  to  our  destiny,  if  gloriousi  to  brace  ouraelve*  lo 

Ihe  shock,  if  oiherwite)  and  to  make  ready  for  either 

doubtful  event. 

Inspecting  tbe  social  and  revolutionary  movemcnl*  of 
tbe  present  generation,  we  see  Ibat  Chriatendom  is  di> 
vided  into  great  adverse  clasaea:  the  frieoda  of  Improved 
conslitutional  institution^  who  control  Americaand  West- 
ern Europe;  and  Ibo  enemie*  of  auch  inaljtutions,  who 
are  aupreme  in  Centra]  and  Eaatern  Europe.  The  next 
war  which  dividea  tbe  world,  it  ia  clearly  enough  oer- 
ceited,  will  be  Ibat  war  of  opinion,  which  Canning  long 
ago  foretold  to  come.  Our  poeilion,  a*  lbs  leading  Tow- 
er of  Ibe  New  World,  is,  and  must  be,  a  responsible  and 
conipicuDU*  one,  at  all  events.  Still  more,  as  w«  u» 
tbe  exemplar  republic,  not  of  America  only,  but  of  tbo 
world.  For  what  is  the  petty  aUte  of  San  Marino,  or  a 
free  city  here  and  there  ia  Germany,  or  even  tbe  nar- 
row mountain  republic  of  the  Swiss,  compared  with  Ibia 
vast  representative  confederacy  of  oura,  filling  greater 
apace  than  the  whole  ofEuropef  WhencoHisJoocomei, 
a*  sooner  or  later  it  will,  and  at  what  hour  we  know  not, 
we  ahall  need  lo  he  in  posseaiioD  of  two  things,  alike  es- 
sential to  our  neutrality,  our  safely,  our  existence. 
They  are,  first,  a  competent  system  of  maritime  defences; 
and,  secondly,  Ihe  national  vigor  and  internal  health  and 
resources  requisite  for  employing  thnae  means  of  defence 
to  effect.  Both  are  equally  indispensable.  Ktber  with- 
out tbe  olher  ia  naught.  The  weapon  to  ward  off  or 
lo  strike,  the  spirit  and  the  atrengih  to  wield  it.  These 
are  tlie  mind's  pictures  of  a  free  people,  jealous  of  their 
independence,  and  re«ilute  in  tbe  maintenance  of  their 
national  rights. 

Our  navy,  and  the  forlification*  of  the  Atbmtio  ani 
Gulf,  constilule  theco-ordimtte  partaof  a  aylsemof  mar> 
'-*-  -  defence  and  security.  Each  of  ibem  auattuna  and 
ilained  by  the  otiwr:  the  navy  aa  tbe  agent  to  repel 
the  enemy  or  defend  against  his  approach)  and  furliAca- 
llona  as  Ihe  pointt  d'appai  ot  the  combined  forces  of  sea 
and  land.  Without  going  back  to  a  period  anterior  to 
the  IsK  war,  when  ihi*  general  system,  and  eapeoiallj 
the  navy,  had  to  struggle  with  parly  difficulties  or  per- 
sonal pr^udiees,  it  aumce*  to  aay,  tbat  tbe  experienc* 
of  that  war  put  an  end  to  all  conlroveray  respecting  Uia 
value  of  tnaritimedefencea.  Our  navy  had  covered  itself 
with  glory.  All  men  of  all  parties^  and  all  seelioDS  of 
the  cuuntry,  gave  lo  il  their  good  will.  It  was  jUatly  re- 
marked, that  our  party  division*,  acrimonious  aa  they 
were,  ceased  at  tbe  water's  edge.  Accordingly,  on  the 
Inatant  after  ihe  restoration  of  peace,  we  saw  three  great 
object*  limulianeously  punued  by  our  public  men :  first, 
tbe  re-establi*bment  Df  the  pecuniary  credit  of  the  Treaa- 
uryi  secondly,  llie  reorganiaation  of  our  system  of  pub- 
lic defences,  as  they  are  now  in  progress)  thirdly,  Iba 
development  and  fostering  of  Uie  internal  resoureca  of 
Ihe  country,  iu  commerce,  ntanuhctures,  agriculture, 
Riheries,  and  mines. 

As  that  syaleni  of  public  defence  which  came  into 
being,  in  a  national  prant  of  view,  with  tbe  war  of  the 
Bevolution,  waa  extended,  in  consequence  of  mtrdiffi- 
cutlie*  with  France  in  1798,  and  triumphed  over  all  ob- 
stacle* in  Ihe  war  of  1613  with  England,  I  am  not  aorry 
to  see  it  oonfirmed  and  advanced  by  the  apprehended 
event  of  another  collision  with  France.  Regarded  a*  • 
whole,  it  consists  of,  first,  a  navyi  second,  fortiHcationii 
third,  an  army  ktpt  aedulousty  within  the  regular  wants 
of  the  countryi  fourth,  an  organized  militiaj  and,  Sfib, 
Ihe  naval  depots,  parts  of  refuge,  arsenals,  armories,  and 
munitions  of  war,  requisite  for  the  service  and  supply 
oflheotber  branches  of  Ihe  system.  Sufasidiaryta  which, 
of  oour»e,  il  a  gtuuD  of  inlerlor  commimicatlooa,  adapted 
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bolh  In  the  derence  and  to  the  comiDerclal  interettt  of 
the  eounlry. 

There  tretni  lo  be  much  nguencM  and  ■pprchentive- 
ncM  in  the  mindi  of  memben  on  thii  lubject.  ll  hu 
been  very  emphitlcill;  uked  by  the  gentlennn  froin 
Kentucky.  [Mr.  C.  Auas,]  «nd  othen,  whether  it  be 
the  policy  to  cover  tbi*  country  wiih  *  T»t  militiry  or- 
gtnintioni  like  what  is  obierved  In  Europe.  Such  i* 
not  my  (im.  Ttiere  ii  no  need  to  augment  our  army  in 
the  ratio  of  countrie*  beyond  the  lea,  for  the  very  rea- 
•on  that  the  ocean  dividea  ui.  And,  for  the  Mme  reuon, 
we  need  a  competent  naval  Torcr,  and  the  fortificalloni 
which  are  to  lupport  it,  becaute  on  that  ocean  they  and 
we  meet.  The  United  Statei  are  amilable  by  ihc  Pow- 
en  of  Europe  only  through  the  meana  of  marllime  ap- 
proach. They  muit  come  to  ui.  The  eoloninl  poHca- 
tioni  on  the  continent  of  America,  or  in  it»  wattrii,  which 
many  of  them  poaseis,  do  not  relieve  them  from  tbia  dif- 
flculty.  England,  even,  with  her  eltenaive  territory  on 
our  Northern  frontier,  hat  not  within  it,  and  cannot  have, 
tbeTeiourcea,inmFn,  munitiont, and  money.  ncceUBry  to 
the  carrying  on  of  war  agiiiut  the  United  Slalea.  Ail 
thcie,  to  reach  ui  with  the  bare  point  of  ofTence,  must 
bs  water-borne.  Poweaiing  competent  maritime  de- 
fences, we  ahall  have  our  nafianal  quarrels  decided  upon 
the  ocean,  inatesd  of  our  own  terrilory.  Our  wan  will 
be  maritime,  leatinr  untouched  all  our  national  re- 
aourcea,  except  our  ^reign  commerce. 

Indeeendenlly  of  the  etep>nciet  of  actual  war,  this 
fbrm  01  defence  is  of  permanent  importance  in  lime  of 
peace,  fur  the  protection  of  our  widespread  commerce. 
In  regard  lo  this  eummeree,  there  i>  a  perfect  unily  of 
tntereat  pervidin^  the  whole  country.  All  it!  dcpart- 
menta  are  inwpanibly  inlerwuven  together.  Thia  is  plain 
enough  so  far  as  regards  our  vast  and  increasing  coasting 
trade.  It  i«  not  ieaa  true  of  other  things.  Take  the 
whale  fishery  of  the  Northern  8tatea,  which  is  pursued 
in  the  remotest  watera  of  the  Indian  and  Pacific  oceans. 
It  not  Ibis  a  natiouil  interetlf  If  you  douht,  ask  your- 
aeir  whtre  its  products  are  coniumed.  Are  they  no) 
necraiariea  of  life  throughout  the  United  Slates?  Look 
at  our  European  commerce.  They  are  ahips  of  the 
North  which  navigate  (he  Atlanlic;  but  each  of  them 
tranaports  to  Europe  a  cai^o  of  tobacco  or  cotton, 
owned  and  produced  in  the  Soutli,  or  In  the  valley  of 
IbB  Hiaaissippi.  Is  it  the  ahip,  or  the  cargo,  more  valua- 
ble than  the  ship  fire  limes  over,  which  needs  (he  pro- 
tection of  a  nav^r  Britain  ia  no  lonrer  rriitress  of  the 
seas.  The  magie  of  her  naval  ascendency  is  dispelled, 
Protpero  has  lost  his  wand.  The  ocean  is  hers  no  )on- 
Ker.  Our  hardy  acamen  have  vindicated  it  as  their  ovn. 
We,  and  the  other  nations  of  the  globe,  our  frienda  and 
•liies,  or  our  enemies,  as  tliry  may  choo»e,  are  now  the 
coequal  tenanis  in  common  of  (he  great  plain  of  waters. 
Our  fieela  ride  over  it  at  will,  as  their  righ(rul  pathway. 
Our  marinera  draw  from  ita  unaounded  depths  the  rich 
rewards  of  enterprise  and  courage.  And  )  would  have 
it  ao.  Never  may  Ihc  time  again  come  when  the  ahipa 
of  the  Korth,  freighted  with  the  wealth  of  the  South  and 
the  Weat,  ahall  be  swept  from  the  aea,  as  they  were  in 
the  (fars  consequent  on  the  French  Revolution,  the  pas- 
•ive  prey  of  the  rapacity  of  all  Europe, 

Another  consideration.  Navies  are  an  arm  of  public 
defence  peculiarly  appropriate  tu  free  Govern menta. 
Was  it  ever  known  thai  ambitioua  men  left  the  quarter- 
deck, which  had  been  the  scene  of  their  triumphs  and 
their  glory,  lo  compass  the  downfal  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country'  Have  the  brave  sailors,  acarred  in  a 
hundred  battles,  ever  been  found  prostituting  themielvea 
to  the  work  of  elevating  a  victorious  commander  to  the 
piirpleF  Noi  these  are  the  abusea  which  belong  to  suc- 
cetsful  armies-  Sailora  are  ever  frce-bearled  a*  they 
tn  unealculatjng,  and  geneioiu-miodcd  ai  brave.    Wat 


it  not  with  her  wooden  wslll  ihat  Athena  repelled  the 
Persian.'  Most  of  the  more  eminent  among  the  cultiva- 
ted Statea  of  Greece — as  Athena,  Crete,  Bhodes — were 
naval  Poivera.  So  it  was  in  the  middle  age  with  the  re- 
publics or  Italy,  which  served  to  keep  alive  the  expiring 
torch  of  liberty  and  civiliaation  amid  the  nirrouiiding 
darkness  of  barbaric  iniaaion.  I  remember  the  remtrk, 
long  ago,  in  the  politics  of  Aristotle,  that  the  tailor  popu- 
lation of  the  Pirzus  was  the  freest  in  spirit  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  democratic  Athens.  It  is  Dante,  I  think, 
who  in  like  Eiisnner  characlerize*  the  mariners  of  (be 
quarter  of  (he  arsenal  in  Venice.  And,  in  later  times, 
where  ahall  we  took  for  aome  of  the  purest  and  brightest 
exumples  of  power  and  freedom  united.  Is  it  not  in 
Britain  and  the  Nelberlandt,  out  of  which  so  large  apirt 
ofus  have  aprung,  and  whose  policy  tuld  them  tu  fight 
their  battles,  not  on  thtir  own  soil,  but  on  the  ocean' 

Not  long  since,  in  debate  upon  another  lubjeci,  ao 
bonnrable  gentleman  [Hr.  Hawis,]  expressed  much  un- 
willingness to  expose  our  seamen  to  the  perils  and  hard* 
ships  of  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Antarctic  seat.  I 
brg  leave  to  assure  that  gentleman  that  (he  hardy  popu- 
lation in  the  midst  of  which  I  was  born  and  bred  do 
not  stand  in  need  of  any  such  compassionate  care. 
Ocean  ia  the  plaything  of  our  childhood.  We  are  at 
home  on  the  wave  as  on  tlie  ahore.  We  dilly  wilh  the 
wind.  We  acorn  (he  ttorm.  We  regard  the  sublima 
expanae  of  aky  and  sea  before  ut  with  the  emotiont 
which  it  is  fitted  to  inspire)  but  they  are  elevating  emo- 
tionsi  and  I  know  of  no  situation,  where  the  initinct  of 
man's  inborn  charter  of  liberty  is  more  vividly  present 
to  (he  mind,  than  when  bounding  over  mid-ocean,  in  a 
gallant  ahip.  with  (he  flag  of  one's  country  a(  hvr  mist- 
head.  I(  la  not  In  such  iceneathat  we  learn  to  be  &lse 
to  freedom  or  to  fear  danger. 

In  considering  the  relative  extent  of  Ihe  nisy,  and  of 
the  fortifications  asaociited  with  it,  I  can  but  do  as  otheri 
do,  in  expreiaing  my  hearty  concurrence  wilh  Ihe  vlewa 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  approved  by  (he  Freiident. 
I  have  heard  atrange  doclrinea  in  regard  to  our  military 
men,  since  I  became  a  member  af  (his  House-  It  seems 
lobe  thoughl  milter  of  reproach,  in  some  quarten,  if  an 
officer  of  the  army  potsesses the  l^ow ledge  and  qualifier 
ttons  which  liberal  studies  are  prone  to  imparl.  I  honor 
the  Secretary  of  War  the  more,  in  that  he  adda  to  the 
qualiliea  of  a  brave  man  and  a  luccessfiil  commander  (he 
taile  and  (he  habit  of  inlellectusi  ciillivalion.  His  re- 
port on  Ihe  subject  of  our  military  defences  is  vorthy  of 
hischaracteraaanolBcerandailatesmsn.  Asatpreaent 
advised,  t  can  scarce  hesitate  to  vote  for  all  such  milita- 
ry appropriations  as  come  within  (he  scope  of  his  recom- 
mendations, sanctioned  as  these  are  by  the  President. 
In  elucidition  of  my  own  viewa  on  Ihii  point,  I  have  but 
a  single  idea  to  suggest  (o  (he  House. 

Military  writers  of  some  note  have  doubted  the  ex- 
pediency of  attempting  to  fortify  an  extensive  land  fron- 
tier. There  never  was  any  question,  however,  as  to  a 
tea  frontier.  All  experience,  of  all  aftes  and  all  nation^ 
has  fiivored  Ihe  latter.  There  it  abundant  reason  for  (lie 
distinction.  Anarmy  which  Invades  a  country  by  land 
has  the  tame  means  of  retreat  ai  of  advance.  If  it  can 
maintain  itself  on  the  foreign  soil  by  force  of  arms.  It 
wilt  do  so.  An  army  which  invades  by  sea  needs  jult 
as  much  physical  strength  aa  If  it  came  by  land.  In  ad- 
dition to  all  (he  mesna  of  aKack  and  defence,  which  it 
mut(  liave  to  opera(e  on  the  land,  preciaely  ai  if  it  wer« 
a  mere  land  force,  it  is  wholly  dependent  on  ships  of 
war  for  the  transportation  of  Itself  and  of  its  munitions. 
Thus  tltuiled,  it  miy  land,  ravagr,  and  burn,  and  flr 
bick  to  its  shipsi  but  it  cannot  set  permanently  and  els- 
cacioualy,  unless  its  fleet  possess  a  secure  place  of  refuge. 
To  obtain  such  a  place  la,  of  necessity,  its  first  object. 
Ita  magnitude,  and  coniequent  pomr,  ire  gnatly  re- 
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■triclcd  by  the  diffleulty  of  convpying  •  large  umy, 
witb  Iti  cquipige,  nippliei,  and  hone*,  icroM  the  kr, 
even  for  ■  stiorl  diatmnce.  Not  lo  on  the  Iknd  ude. 
There  a  powerful  amiy  c>n  purti  itulf  into  >  cantiguoui 
foreign  territory  in  lucli  overwhelming  numbers  *>  lo 
be  comp^rdiTeiy  le^nJlcH  of  the  forti&ckiiona  ■citlered 
mlonE  the  fronlier.  Of  vhit  avail  to  either  party  were 
the  forlreuca  of  AiKlrian  or  French  Flander*,  of  Ihe 
Rhine,  or  oF  Italy,  in  Ihe  oinpaigni  of  Napoleon:'  There 
h  a  ■(ill  mure  alriking  caae,  that  of  the  Spaniih  Penin- 
sula, which  illuilralea  both  iidca  of  the  queation.  The 
Feniniula  adjoina  France  on  a  part  of  ita  northern  fron- 
tier) by  which  It  bu  happened  that  the  people  of  the 
Peninaula  could  and  did  invade  France  at  will,  and  at 
one  period  held  for  a  long  time  a  part  of  her  aoulhern 

Erovincei)  and  France  has  slwayi  been  able  to  throw 
er  armiea  into  Spain.  On  ila  extensive  maritime  fron- 
tier the  Peniniula  ii  defended,  not  by  a  continuoua  line 
of  batllemenla,  covering  its  whole  coast,  but  by  adminihle 
foniRcatlons  (or  the  security  of  selected  points,  important 
in  themselves,  either  as  naral  stations,  or  ag  popuioua, 
wealthy  aeaporta.  Such  Is  Ihe  cliaracler  of  the  military 
works  af  Barcelona,  Alicante,  Carthagens,  Malaga,  Ca- 
diz, Lisbon,  Opono,  Corunns,  Bilboa,  and  San  Sebaalian. 
Look  now  at  Ihe  conaequence.  England  hia  been  al 
war  with  Spain,  not  unlrequently,  fur  upwards  of  two 
centuriea.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  time  ahe  has 
been  altogether  supreme  on  the  seat  yet  she  has  never 
found  It  in  her  power  to  make  an  eflcclive  hoaiile  lodg- 
ment in  Spain,  except  al  Oibrallar,  virtually  insular  in 
silualioni  and  a  mere  iihtnd  fortresa  must  uf  necessity 
yield  in  time  to  sny  decidrdly  auperior  naval  power.  It 
IS  equally  true,  as  I  remarked  before,  Ihat,  in  miidern 
times,  when  France  hai  erected  suitable  rnriificstions  fur 
the  defence  of  her  marlrime  frontier,  although  En|;land 
could  land  at  Toulon  and  other  pointa  on  the  French 
coast,  and  althtiugh  the  two  countriea  ark  absolutely  in 
nicht  of  each  other,  yet  ahe  could  never  make  any  head- 
way in  Ihat  direction,  and  was  only  able  to  succeed 
through  alliances  in  Spain  or  (he  Neiherlands,  which 
gave  tier  Ihe  advantage  of  action  againat  a  land  Irontier. 
The  name  thing  might  be  largely  iltuairated  by  oiher  cx- 
amplea  in  ihe  hiatory  of  the  wara  nf  mnilern  Europe. 
While,  therefore,  if  undefended  by  fortificaiinna  and  a 
nival  force,  an  ocean  frontier  afforda  peculiar  facilitiea 
for  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  it  prt-aents,  if  adequately 
|>rotected  by  suilsble  defences,  peculiar  faciliiiea  for  re- 
sisting hostile  nperaliona.  But  I  forbear  to  trcspats  on 
the  pBlicnoe  of  Ihe  Houaei  concluding,  from  the  whole 
mailer,  Ihal,  tlHHigh  it  would  be  chitiKrical,  an  inic 
ble  ta.1  on  Ihe  induatrj'  uf  the  nation,  and  i  he  groui 
lieceasily  fur  ahrming  additions  to  the  regular  arm 
sltempl  (0  guani  our  immrnse  aracoaat  by  means 
wall  of  stone  bristling  with  cannon,  yet  the  stcurity  iif 
our  msritime  frontier,  in  the  manner  snd  with  Ihe  limita- 
tions explained  by  the  Secretsry  of  War,  is  due  to  the 
honor  aiid  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  Unitrd  Stalet. 
Our  policy  is  peace.  We  have  it  now,  ao  br  aa  re- 
gards the  nations  of  Buropr,  and  long  may  we  posaesa 
il(  fur  it  placea  before  us  a  future  of  prosperity  auch  ar 
Ihe  world  never  saw.  It  ia  our  duly  and  our  intereat  to 
say  lo  them,  we  nuke  you  the  lender  of  our  friendship, 
we  deure  your  good  will,  we  aak  ii,  we  *eek  il(  but  we 
teek  it  aa  an  independent  pstion  of  free  snd  brsve  mei 
conscious  of  thrir  strength.  Like  the  esgle  in  our  cd 
of  arms,  we  hold  the  olive  bnneh  in  one  hand,  and  ll 
■rrowa  of  death  in  the  other.  We  should  continue  i 
deprecate  war  as  among  the  deadliest  curses,  mora 
political,  and  economical,  which  could  befall  ust  but 
would  be  disaslroua  to  look  lowarda  it  under  the  panic 
fear*  of  conscious  imbecility.  In  the  courage  of  on 
popuUiion,  in  the  apirit  of  freedom  and  the  patrioti 
vattoiiality  of  scDtiment  which  aniiMie  tbe  country,  i 


the  vigor  of  character  proper  to  us,  we  posseu  the  last 
and  best  guarantee  of  OUT  independence  aa  a  people.  And 
in  Ihecoiirse  of  events,  much  haa  happened  to  atrengthen 
ua  against  the  haiards  of  war.  gleam,  it  may  be,  will 
prove  the  means  of  a  complete  revolution  in  military 
operations  upon  our  aeabuard.  Men  and  munitiona  can 
be  concentrated  on  a  meniced  point  with  wonderful 
despatch  by  ita  agency.  Ha  direct  uses  in  war,  not  as 
spplied  lo  moveable  batteries  only,  but  in  other  mode* 
ofsclion,  are  aa  yet  scarce  beginning  to  be  appreciated. 
Our  pecuniary  resources  as  a  nation  are  freah,  elastic, 
ineslimable.  With  auch  moderate  snd  ressotisble  mili- 
tary defences  aa  the  country  ouglit  to  have,  and  aa  would 
be  unfelt  in  their  cost  by  ihe  people,  we  may  real  secure 
against  all  the  evil)^  or  even  Ihe  danger,  of  trana-athutlic 
war*.     Then  Europe  will  have  added  cause  toaay. 
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I'hen,  If  her  diaeiplined  Irgions  invade  u^  we  need 
not  flinch  from  the  encounter.  Could  ihe  tend  braver 
or  better  men  thsn  fell  before  the  charging  bsyoneli  of 
Scolt  at  Cliippevs,  or  the  unerring  rifleaof  Kentucky 
and  TennesBce  with  Jsckaon  at  New  Orleans^  No,  not 
if  Ihe  victors  of  Marengo  or  Jena,  not  If  the  vantjulahed 
of  Vittoria  or  Waterloo  ahoukl  come,  with  Boull  or 
Gjrsrd  at  their  head.  Like  the  people  of  old  Itotne,  tn 
peaceful  times  we  may  retire  now  and  then  to  Ihe  Aven- 
tine  mount  in  dlagust;  rallying  to  our  peats  Sgsin,  when 
the  voice  of  our  country  calla.  And  they  who  cross  Ihe 
sea  lo  assail  us,  like  the  waves  that  apend  themselves  in 
idle  fury  upon  our  shores,  will  find  us  firm,  compacted, 
immovesble,  as  the  everlasting  ribs  of  Ihe  continent. 

Such  are  the  cunsideraliona,  exclusively  appropriate 
to  the  question  of  defences  on  Ihe  maritime  frontier, 
with  eapeciat  reference  to  the  nstions  of  Europe.  The 
consideration  a,  applicable  lo  the  quolion  of  interior  de- 
fencea,  are  of  another  class.  They  regard  either  (h« 
Indian),  or  the  new  States,  into  which  the  vast  Ameri. 
can  pc^sesslona  ofSpalii  snd  Portugal  hsve  been  resolved. 

There  ia  but  one  of  those  ne*  nulions,  whose  territory 
louche*  our  uwn.  Each  of  thern,  except  the  Mexican 
Slates,  ia  sepsrated  from  us  by  the  sea,  snd,  i 


e  the  I 
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of  maritime  assault,  which  defend  uaon  Ihe  side  of  Eu> 
rope.  IF  protected  by  seaboard  works  against  the  m- 
tiuns  of  Europe,  we  shall  be  protected  against  all  but 
one  of  those  of  America.  Add  to  which,  their  extreme 
domestic  weakness,  and  their  total  destitution  of  the 
means  of  carrying  on  remote  war,  free  ua  from  any  cause 
to  apprehend  altack  of  our  territory  from  that  qusrter. 
They  csn  reach  us  only  through  our  mercantile  marine, 
which,  in  case  of  hostilities,  would   be   exposed  to  the 

flag-  This  Fact  offers  snother  inducement  For  giving  peN 
feet  efficiency  to  our  navy,  the  sole  arm  of  defenc* 
which  we  need,  so  far  sa  regards  the  empire  of  Brsxil, 
snd  Ihe  republics  oF  South  America. 

I'he  Mexican  States,  however,  the  most  populous  and 
Ihe  most  efficient  of  the  republics  of  Spaniah  America, 
atretch  to  the  Soulhwealern  confines  of  the  United 
States.  In  common  with  Ihe  other  nations  of  Spanish 
America,  and  more  advsntageously  than  ihey,  thii  re- 
public  may  asasll  our  commerce  in  the  OuK  of  Mexico. 
On  that  sea  it  ia  to  be  met,  in  eaae  of  war,  by  nsval 
means,  and  especislly  with  armed  vessels  of  (he  smaller 
class.  It  ia  imposilbte  to  form  an  opinion  of  Ihe  militaij 
defences  proper  on  (he  land  side  of  that  republic,  with- 
out coming  at  once  to  the  train  of  paaung  events  in  re< 
latlon  lo  Texas. 

When  the  firat  obscure  tidings  of  the  victorr  of  8att 
Jacinto  reached  us,  they  cauaed  the  tnanifestation  of  ■ 
lively  acDsibility  Id  tbe  debitei  of  (hi*  Hotue.     There 
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■ppnred,  an  the  one  aide,  m  ready  and  Mg«r  belief  in 
the  tidinn.  Mid  ■  diipoildon  (a  acknoirUdn  at  onoc  tbe 
Independence  oF  Ten*,  or  to  eoMider  (M  iltern*ti*e 
of  in  annexation  to  the  United  Staleit  on  the  other  lide, 
■omethinE  or  diatruit  and  doubt  aa  to  tbe  correotneH  of 
Ifae  iRlellifrence,  and  of  decided  oppoHtion  to  any  imme- 
diate action  upon  the  grave  queationa  inTolved  in  the 
wbject.  We  of  (he  North,  il  wai  then  uid,  heard  with 
■o  Tiilmir  eara  the  unwelcome  newa  of  the  triumph  of 
the  Teziana.  Never  waa  there  a  greater  miitak*.  I  re- 
ocmd  the  imperfect  aecounCaoF  that  battle  with  bopefiil, 
but  anslout,  rejoicing,  and  with  extrente  aoiintude  for 
ita  truth)  becauae  1  eonaidered  it  aa  detiverii^  ua  fran 
the  otherwiw  certain  calamity  of  a  war  in  the  We«t. 

I  beliered  (hen,  aa  I  belieTe  now,  that  there  baa  em- 
itted, in  parta  of  (he  United  Btatn,  a  aeKfed  pnrpote  to 
leTcr  Texit  from  the  Hesican  republic.     I  knew  that 


of  hia  Qorernmenl,  to  take  peat  within  the 
limiK  of  the  pirovince  of  TeiM>  I  bad  rcaaou  la  ininK 
the  preaent  adminiatration  long  nnce  treated  for  the  oea- 
rioo  of  Tezaa.  I  aaw  that  tbe  iadividuala  under  arm*  in 
tttat  proTinee  were  moatly  our  own  ooun'rymen,  carry- 
ing on  war  by  retourcea  wholly  drawn  frca  (hit  country. 
Under  theae  circumataneaa,  if  eventi  were  the  revoras 
of  what  tbey  prove  to  be,  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  llesiean  republic  would  have  been  inevi. 
table.  I  aay  tbia,  without  impeaching,  in  any  acnaa,  the 
good  faith  of  our  own  OavemiBent.  If  Santa  Anna  bad 
beaten  or  driven  before  bim  the  Americana  In  Tezaa,  if 
a  viatorioua  Mexican  arrny  had  approached  the  banka  of 
the  Sabine,  or  even  of  the  Necbea,  whatever  might  be 
tbe  policy  or  wiabea  of  the  adminiatration,  whatever  ibe 
conduct  of  itaoScera,  il  would  hare  been  impoaaible  to 
fealrain  the  overflowing  cnthuaiasm  of  the  people  of  the 
Soutbweat,  their  military  ardor,  their  aympathy  in  the 
eauae  of  their  kinamen  and  felUlw-citizcns  in  Texaa.  I 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  jutt  before  me, 
[Mr.  WiLLim,}  to  bear  me  wilneaa,  whether  the  young 
men  of  the  Weat  would  not  have  taken  arma  and  ruahed 
to  the  frontier  by  irrepreerible  thouaanda,  if  (hey  bad 
■een  tbe  Mexicina,  iuahed  with  viotoryi  appro^mating 
towarda  the  border*  of  Louialao*.  I  know  it)  I  know 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  Statca,  if  aodiapoted, 
could  not  have  prevented  it|  and,  therefor^  I  regard  the 
victory  of  San  Jacinto  with  hearty  aatiabclion. 

Nor  ia  tbia  aatiafaetion  diminiabed  by  the  circumitanee, 
(bat  tbe  retult  of  that  battle  bringa  home  to  ua  the 
question  of  the  future  diapoaition  of  Texaa.  We  have 
now  reacbed,  without  a  war,  a  point  which  otherwUe 
we  abould  have  reaohed  inevitably,  ere  long,  through  a 
war.  Thua  much  ia  pure  gain  to  U5,  in  the  aaving  of 
blood  and  of  treasure.  Tbe  political  queation,  with  all 
tta  dScultiea,  we  should  have  had  at  all  events.  But 
we  have  nc  occasion,  in  the  changed  circumstancea,  (o 
look  (o  the  olherwiae  possible,  if  not  probable,  expendi- 
tures and  baiards  of  a  war  with  the  Heiican  Statea. 

For  the  rest,  there  can  be  no  queation  of  the  propriety 
of  reeogniain^  tbe  independence  of  Texaa,  whenever 
.  that  ia  a  clearly  eaUbliahcd  fact.  We  may  do  this  with- 
out g'mng  joat  cause  of  umbran  to  any  foreiga  Power. 
The  Hexicana,  who  obtained  fron  ut  an  acknowlet^- 
ment  of  tbeir  aovereignty,  founded  on  revolution,  can 
•carce  comptun  of  the  application  of  tbe  principle  to 
the  caae  of  Texas.  It*  erectioo  into  a  aeparate  Oovern- 
ment,  in  amity  with  ua,  would  interpcae  a  neutral  bar- 
ner  Po»er  between  ua  and  the  great  body  of  tbe  If  cxi- 
Mn  republic. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  Stales  is  a  to- 
tally difiVrent  thing,  involving  a  train  of  evils,  a*  the 
propagation  among  u*  of  aapirit  of  military  conquest, 
tbe  diance*  of  foreign  jealousy  and  cDlliuoor  and  peril 


to  the  durability  of  the  Union  Itself,  which  I  camiat  eon- 
template  without  deep  SDlieitode  and  repubive  dread.  I 
win  not  permit  myself  to  anticipate  the  appropriation  by 
Congreaa  of  any  money  to  the  accomplisfament  of  *ueh 

Looking  to  the  alternative  of  the  independence  of 
Texas  as  the  only  probable  one,  it  neatly  >mpli&es  tbe 
queation  of  the  interior  defeneea  erf  tlie  United  Statea. 
We  shall  border  on  the  Mexican  republic  nowhere  bat 
in  the  extreme  and  yet  unpeopled  Wert.  In  the  interi- 
or, our  military  organioation  will  have  relation  atmoat 
exekuirely  to  tbe  Indian*. 

Whatever  appropriations  may  be  needed  for  tbe  sup- 
preaiion  of  the  existing  hoatilitie*  among  tiie  Semiooles 
and  Creds,  Congress  we  know,  will  promptly  vote,  •« 
occasion  reqairee.  And  it  may  be  taken  for  certaia  that 
all  the  Indiana,  (till  remaining  within  the  herit*  of  any  of 
the  United  States, 'will  be  speedily  removed  to  the  coua- 
try  provided  for  tbem  beyond  the  Miaaisnppi.  The  time 
lisB  gone  by  to  give  them  any  different  destinatioa. 
Their  lot  is  now  inevitable.  Most  ofihem,  indodiiv  the 
raore  numerous  tribes  the  Creeks  and  ChercAeea,  are 
under  treaty  to  emi^te.  When  the  emigtaiiea  ah^  be 
completed,  there  will  be— 

Indians  who  have  already  emigrated,  -  -  31,348 
Indians  to  be  removed,  -  .  •  -  .  73,181 
Indian*  of  the  indigenou*  tnbe^     ...    150^341 

Making  a  loUl  of  -  •  3S3,SrD 
collected  on  the  Weitern  frontier  of  tbe  United  Stateai 
Can  Ihete  Indian*,  a  large  part  of  ibcm  driven  by  na 
from  their  ancient  hemea,  and  aggiegated  together  in 
tpite  of  Ihemaclve^  look  with  an  affectionate  eye  to- 
warda (he  Government  oF  the  United  States?  It  is  ia- 
posnble.  Whether  there  will  ever  appear  ammg  them 
another  Philip  of  Mount  Hope,  another  Tecuiraeb,  to 
rally  tbeir  tribe*  againat  ut,  we  know  not)  bat  we  have 
ample  experience,  in  the  late  contest  with  the  Winneb^ 
goes,  and  in  tbe  preaent  attitude  of  the  Ci«eka  and 
Seminole*,  to  leach  u*  tbe  necessity  of  being  on  oar  Kvard 
in  this  matter.  Concentrated  aa  tbey  are  and  will  be  oo 
the  border*  of  Arkansas  and  Miiaouri,  in  oooimiMieatiaii 
with  (tie  savage  tribe*  of  the  Mexican  territory,  aad 
through  them  with  (be  Mexican  republic  itself,  and  in 
control  of  Ibe  vast  plains  of  the  heart  of  tbe  continenl, 
tbey  have  it  in  their  power  to  be  either  highly  servicea- 
ble (o  tbe  frontier  settlamenta  of  the  United  Stat**,  or 
deeply  injurious  by  the  congenial  wuhfe  of  thoae  great 
savannas,  wbere  men  are  capable  of  rapid  change  of 
place  by  meara  of  the  horae,  and  never  want  the  readi- 
eat  and  moat  effective  of  cav*lry  weapons,  tbe  lance, 
with  which  so  many  of  the  celebrated  battlea  of  Spanish 
America,  as  Bojaca,  Junin,  Ayacuobo,  have  been  won. 
To  make  tbe  Indians  cur  hearty  friends,  we  diould  enter, 
at  once,  into  plana  of  conciliation  and  iif  politioal  fcl- 
lowabip,  suited  to  the  objeot.  Meanwhile,  to  prepare 
against  the  contingency  of  war  in  that  quarter,  and  to 
prevent  even  iti  approaches,  we  need  a  continuoua  line 
of  post*  along  the  Weatem  frontiers,  a  eordoa  milUairt, 
for  uur  own  defence,  and  for  the  reatraint  of  the  Indiana- 
Whatever  auginentitioQ  of  the  army  this  neoeanty  may 
call  for,  lei  us  grant,  proraptlv,  freely,  manfijilly,  with- 
out being  terrified  from  our  duty  by  the  apprehenaion 
that  a  regimen(  more  or  lea*  of  regular  troop*  caa  aficot 
in  anf  way  the  ineUinguiahable  devotion  to  hberly  which 
inspires  the  American  people. 

For  myself,  I  shall  continue,  in  tbe  discns^n  of  this 
matter,  to  look  with  •  steady  eye  to  the  negle  point  of 
tbe  exigencies  of  the  public  service.  No  secondary  coo- 
sideralion  shall  distract  my  thought*,  no  incidental  ob- 
jects divert  my  attention,  from  the  on^  true  queation  in 
all  theae  caaea,  that  ia,  what  doea  the  general  mtereit  of 
the  country,  a*  such,  require  1  In  thi^  I  am  fixed  and  !«• 


,A_.OOglC 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Abolilion  of  sUveiT;  (m  Slavery.) 

AdiourDineni,  rewlution  Tor  Giine  the  dtr  of,  tiken  up, 

962;  *dDpted,  981. 

day  orsdjoumment  fixed  Tor  the  4th  ot  July,1780. 

AkbkDU)  &  bill  for  (be  better  organization  of  the  dii- 

trict  court  of  Ibat  Slate,  13.  \ 

pre-emption  rightJi  a  report  on  the  mcniorwl  of  the 

I.efciilalure  of  that  State,  721. 
and  Hiui*tipp>  fire  per  cent,  fundi  a  bill  to  carry 

into  effect  the  compacts  of,  1458i  paned. 

retolution    authorlime    the  Prealdent  to  eauae 

ratiora  to  be  imied  to  iupply  luffVrer*  from 

Indian  hoatililiei,  lS37i  laid  on  the  Uble,  1593. 

Alexandria)  memorial  on  the  financial  conditJon  of  that 

Appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  eipeuet 
of  the  Govrrnment  for  the  year  1S36|  read 
twice,  and  referred,   1349j  taken  up,  1399; 

Appropriationa  for  the  navy  for  1836, 1378i  taken  up, 

'^*^         1296,  pataed.  .  .  f. 

Appropriation!  for  th«  army  for  1836,  1413;  read  three 

timei,  and  paned. 

Indian  department,  1458)  paued,  1739. 

to  carry  Into  effect  cerUin  Indian  treatiet,  1938) 

Arkanna,  a  mewage  from  the  PreaidenI,  with  the  pro- 
ccedinBa  of  a  convention  in  that  Territory^  to 
form  a  conatitution,  783. 
a  bUi  to  provide  for  the  adminion  of  Arkanwi 

into  the  Union,  934)  pusrd,  1056. 

do.  in  addition  to  the  above  act,  1377<  puKd. 

Army  of  the  United  Sulci,  reulution*  reipecting,  386. 

do.  for  the  rrliyiou*  inatruction  of,  391. 

bill  to  increaae  tlie  military  peace  eatabliibment, 

1657)  rejected,  1757]  paased,  1854. 

Armories,  araenalJ,  &e.)  ■  bill  to  establiib  them,  18S3| 

Bayard,  the  Hon.  Iliehard,  from  l)eU ware,  took  bia  aeat 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Naudain,  reaigned,  1S4S. 

Beanelt,  Caleb  p.,  tbe  memorial  of  ciiiiena  of  Ileiaware, 
praying  For  hii  penaion  to  be  continued  to  hii 
willow.  1642. 

Bond  and  DougtaM,  Coionela,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
kgal  repreaentativei  of  their  widow*,  1350) 
paned,  1354. 

Bourtoulin  Count  a  resolution  authoriiing  the  purchue 
of  his  librtryi  rejected,  1694. 

Brahan,  John)  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  on  the  lubiect  uf  mo- 
ney paid  by  the  legal  representative!  of  the 
.   late  General  Brahan,  to  the  United  Btstei  dis- 
trict altomey,  1898. 

Bullion  for  Ibe  mint)  s  bill  to  supply  the  mint  with  bul- 
lion, 1090. 

Carey  b  Lea'i  History  of  Congren)  a  joint  resolution 
proposing  a  subscription  for  it,  614)  referred. 

Catlett,  Charles  J.,  •  bill  for  hii  relief)  patted,  ISTS. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  Hr.  Higbee  elected,  43. 

Choctaw  lands)  a  resolution  proposing  to  suspend  the 
itlet  of  these  lands,  I4I3. 
rcsarvationi;  fsee  Fre-emplion  diunu.) 
treaty)  a  1>ill  for  adjuatingc  erttkin  cUina  under 
the  14lh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rab- 
bit crock,  1936)  laid  on  the  table. 


Coloniiation  Society)  •  petition  from  citizens  of  Ken- 
tucky, recommending  the  lociety  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  Congress,  1901. 
Columbia,  District  of,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ihe  several 
cities,  466,  964)  Uken  up,  1449i  passed,  1453. 
Documentary  Ulatory  of;  a  retolution  authoriiing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  collect  and  ptih> 
lith  such  a  work,  498;  referred, 
retolution  to  authorize  the  commiaaioner  to  rent 
out  the  public  grounds,  &e.,  1154. 
Committee*,  standing)  the  Senate  proceeded  to  their 

election  by  ballot,  11. 
Congreaa;  a  resolution  propowng  t)i*t  the  Judiciarjr  Com- 
mittee inquire  into  the  expediency  of  filing,  by 
law,  the  com  menccTueDt  and  close  ofeveryie*- 
aion  of  Congress,  43|  agreed  to,  45. 
a  bill  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting  of 

Congrett,  1649<  paued. 
above  bill  returned,  vetoed  by  tbe  Preaident,  u 

conflicting  with  the  conatitution,  1737. 
the  aubject  Uken  »p,  1S39,  1S78)  bill  rejected. 
•  bill  to  fix  a  day  for  tbe  annual  meeting  uf  Con- 
j[reBs,18Vi  indefinitely  poatponed,  1908. 
Conititution;  a  resolution  to  amend  II,  so  at  to  pravide 

for  a  distribution  of  the  aurplus  revenue,  S3. 
Constitutional  currency)  a  bill  to  re-establish  the  curren- 
cy of  tbe  constitution,  1745. 
Cumberland  road;  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  conatruotion  of  Ihe  road  in  Indiana  tod 
Illinois,  34. 
a  bill  to  eoniiDue  the  road  at  proposed,  390)  ti< 

ken  up,  613;  paased,  811. 
a  hill  making  an  appropriation  for  do,,  4633. 
Cuslom-houte  officers,  a  repoH  from  the  Treasury  De- 

-  partment  concerning,  34. 
Dade,  Hsjor,  petition  in  favor  of,  referred,  613. 
Dauphin,  Pennsylvania,  memorial)  (tee  IVte  negroes.) 
Dcfencrof  the  frontiers)  a  bill  reported  to  accept  the 

services  of  volunteers,  1383. 
Delaware  breakwater)  a  bill  making  additiona]  appropri- 
ations for  it,  1938|  paased. 
Depoaite  hanki)  amotion  to  print  txtraoopica  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury'a  slstemeot  of  their  af- 
fairs, 839)  agreed  to,  847. 
District  banks;  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  them,  63. 
■  bill  to  extend  tbe  charters  of,  1577;  pasted, 
1720. 
Dutiet  on  imports;  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  certain  ar- 
tiolep,  704. 
winei)  a  bill  to  suspend  so  much  of  the  diterimi- 
nating  set  aa  relatea  to  the  Portuguese  islands, 
tfc,  1133. 
imports)  a  bill  to  amend  the  seTertlactt  imposing 
duties  on  import^  1387. 
Electioneering  agent*)  •  reaolution  calling  on  Ihe  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  ioformalion  M  to  the  offic* 
held  by  B.  P.  Curry,  in  Ihe  Cherokee  nation, 
178. 
Bxecutire  patronage)  (tee  Qfiart.^ 
Expunging  resolution;  notice  given  tbal  it  would  tbiHltir 
be  called  up,  733)  taken  up,  877|  (gain,  1393) 
Uid  on  tbe  table.  1598. 
Florida  poM  roada)  ■  joint  retolution  authorising  tbe  C» 
ttblishment  of  certain  poil  roads,  613. 
railroad)  a  bill  to  aulhoriae  It  to  run  tbrongli  tin 
public  bndt,  664)  psMed. 
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Floridi  wu,  K  bill  nuking  farther  •pproprikUoni  Tor, 
1399,  puMd. 
binka)«reiDlutioninatruciinf  the  JitdieUryCom- 
iDiilee  to  inquire  into  Ihe  chiracter  and  condi- 
lion  or  the  banking  inMituiioni,  1447< 
a  bill  prohibiting  llie  incorporating  of  bink*  in 
Florida,  without  the  nnction  or  Congrrn,  be. 
alio,  reaolution  on  the  uibjecti  bothpaued,  1863. 

Foreign  relationi)  a  letter  of  Mr.  Cit;,  ohalrman  of  the 
coromitlee  on  Ihli  subjeei,  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  vilh  hii  reply,  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  464. 

Foreign  piuperii  a  reaolution  in  relation  to  Torcign  pau- 
pera,  1378. 

Fortification  on  Lake  ChampTaint  a  reaolution  propoaing 
the  aurvey  of  a  iite  for  the  work,  614. 

Fortiftcation  bill  taken  up,  593, 1438;  paned,  1393. 

from  the  House,  reported  with  aniendmenlt,  1877( 
patKd. 

France  and  the  United  Stateai  (lee  UhUed  Stetti.) 

Free  negroett  a  memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  Peno- 
tylTania,  praying  Tor  an  appropriation  to  r«- 
mpre  aiich  to  Arrio,  443. 

French  affalrti  aundry  reaolulioni  propoaed  and  adopted, 
calling  on  the  Prendentforiafonnation  In  rela- 
tion to  them,  366. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnitirti  a  bill  to  inticipite 
their  payment,  1881|  negatived,  1883. 

Frigate  Philadelphia,  a  bill  to  reward  the  recaplora  oF, 
1647|  pataed. 

Globe  newipaper,  Mr.  Webater'a  •omptainti  againal, 
1693. 

Grant,  Joiephi  a  bill  to  extend  hit  patent  right  for  ma- 
king hat  bodiel,  IS64i  paned,  ISIO. 

Height,  Stephen,  re-elected  aaaiitxnt  doorkeeper,  8. 

Hate,  Captain  Nathan;  *  metnorTal  frotn  the  citizeni  of 
New  Hsren,  praying  that  a  monument  may  be 
erected  to  hii  memory,  323. 

Hirborbill,  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbor*,  &e., 
1383|  taken  up,  1930;  paaaed,  1935. 

Hemp,  a  reaolution  propoaing  a  duty  on  all  imported, 
1897. 

Hill,  Hon.  iMac,  the  reaignalion  of  hii  leal,  1SI6. 

Hoepilala  on  the  Ohio  riTert  a  memorial  of  Ihe  General 
.  Aaaembly  of  Indiana  on  th'i  aubject,  56. 

Btill,  Commodare  luac;  a  bill  for  hii  relief,  58. 

Incendiary  publiealionn;  a  propoailion  for  referring  the 

aubjecl  to  atelect  committee,  26i  agreed  to,  33. 

report  of  the  committee,  accompanied  by  a  bill  lo 

Srevent  the  circulation  of  lucfa  publicalionL 
83;  bill  taken  up,  1093. 
a  bill  prohibliinf;  potlmaitera  from  transmitting 
Incendiary  publication!,  1374)  taken  up,  I675i 
rejected,  1737. 
Indian  claimi,  apeeulation*  in;  a  memorial  from  Hiaait- 
aippi,  100. 
boaiiliiiei;Bbillforiupprei9inglhFni,  lOSipBswd, 

appropriationii  a  bill  making  approprialioni  for 
the  eipeniea  of  the  Indian  department)  (aee 

InaolTcnt  debtor*,  a  report  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment concerning,  34. 

Juomali,  a  reaolution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  proper  meaaure*  for  the  tafe  keeping 
of.  970(  laid  on  the  Ubir,  977. 

Jndidaryi  a  bill  tupplemenlary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
judicial ly.iem  ofthe  United  State*,  59;  patted, 

Eane,  Hon.  EUai  K.,  from  lllinoia.hli  death  announced,  7. 
Ijind,  a  bill  to  grant  gramiiiea  of,  to  certain  Btatet:  lakl 

on  Ihe  table,  1876. 
Landti  ■  bill  to  provide  for  the  adjuitneni  of  the  claimi 

to  landi  herein  mentioned,  II. 


Landii  lo  appropriate,  for  a  Umlted  time,  the  proceeds  of 

land  talei,  48;  motion  to  take  it  np,  810;  coo- 

rideration  reaumed,  117S;   ordered  to  be  en- 

grotaed,  1313. 

the  committee  on,  tnoved  lo  be  ditehii^ed  from 

certain  petitioDtfor  right*  of  pre-emption,  &c., 

303. 

two  billion  the  «ubject  of  pre-emption  rights,  B36. 

a  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  public 

land^  1038. 
retolution  authorizing  the   payment  of  tbc  ex- 
peniea  incurred  by  the  commiitee  of  last  Con- 
grett,  in  their  inreitigation  of  certain  frauds 
1199. 
a  bill  lo  change  Ihe  mode  of  conducting  the  nici 
of  the  public  landi,  1697;  postponed  indefinile- 
ly,  1870. 
Lind  Offlcei  a  bill  to  reorganize  the  OeDcrsl  Land  OlEoe, 

1676. 
Lake  Champlain;  reaolulioo  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  ciuae  a  turrey  to  be  made  for  a  forlifi- 
cation,  1199. 
Library  of  Count  Bourtoolin;  a  retolution  directing  the 
Library  Committee  to  inquire  into  tne  expedi- 
ency of  purchaiing  il,  578;  agreed  to. 
Lieber,  Professor;  hia  memorial  in  relation  to  hi*  alatitli- 

eal  work,  119S. 
Light-houses;  a  bill  making  appropristiona  for  them, 

19J0. 
Louiivillc  and  Portland  canal,  a  bill  to  authonze  the 
United  Slate*  lo  purcbwe  the  private  stock  oT, 
1563. 
Lawrie,WtIier,E<q,re-eleeted  Clerk  of  Ihe  Senate,  8. 
McCartney,  John;  a  bill  for  hi*  relief,  934;  paned. 
Hadiaon,  Jamea,  hi*  death   announced,  hy  a  mesnge 
from  the  Preiident,  1911;  retolution*  of  reject 
to  hii  memory,  1914. 
Htil  contracti;  resolution  instructing  Ihe  Pott  OfGce 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  contracts  lo  be  made  with  railroad 
companlei,  8i7. 
Maine  boundary;  retnluiions  of  the  Legialature  of  llain- 

chuaellE,  in  relation  thereto,  956. 
Maine  reaolulioni,  on  the  subjer.t  of  aboliiion,  1109. 
Manning,  the  Hon.  Richard  J.,  hii  death  announced, 

13B4, 
Marine  corpa,  a  bill  to  regtiUte  and  increiK  the  pay  of 

ilioRlcers,  1877. 
Harthall,  Humphrey;  an  unfavorable  report  ofthe  Com- 
mittee on   Fenaioni   wai  moved  lo  Ee  recon- 
aidered,  1780;  reconiidtrrd,  1854;  and  the  re- 
port ofthe  C'lmmiltee  concurred  in. 
Maanchuwita  claims,  a  joint  resolution  reipecting,  464. 
Heade,  Richard  Vf.,  a  bill  for  (he  leltlement  of  tbe 

claim  of  his  ettecutriz;  paned,  1873. 
Helvillr,  David;  a  petiikin  complaining  of  hia  removal 

from  office,  1177. 
Metropolis  Btiiki  a  memorial  for  a  recharter  thereof, 

58. 
MeiioDi  1  bill  lo  carry  inio  effect  the  Ireatf  with  that 

Power,  1437;  paised. 
Michigan  appliei  fnr  admiision  as  a  State,  in  a  roetnge 
from  the  Preaideni,  5. 
credrntiala  frnm  it*  Senators  presented,  6;  quei- 

tion  considered,  8,  36;  agreed  lo,  41.  * 

memorial  tiking  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 

presented,  383;  referred  lo  the  committee  on 

the  Michigan  mailers,  C90. 

bill  Tor  tlic  adminion  of  Michigan  into  Ihe  Union, 

1006;  passed, 
school  landi;  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  bill  to 
eatabliah  ihe  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  admisaion  of  Michigan  into  the  Onioo. 
1737;  pasted. 
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H'lchigta  Senilnrt;  retolut'ion  for  uving  tliem  tgrtti 
to.  1780. 
a  bill  to  proviHe  for  (be  execution  of  tbe  lavi  of 
Ihe  United  StBlea  in  Uichigin,  1676(  paiMd. 
HiliUry  bnd  virranli,  >  bill  to  extend  the  time  Tor  m 

,     injt  scrip  for,  970. 
Hinli  (tee  Bullion.^ 

HifMuri  lind  clkinia,  ■  nicnmritl  reipeeling,  799. 
»  bill  CDnGrming  the  claimi  of,  96it  puwd. 
»  bill  granting'  k  certain  quintity  nf  Und  to.  Tor 
internal  improvements,  1130)  laid  on  tbe  table, 
112J. 
N>iTtgan«ett  bay,  re«utulion>  of  LegnUture  of  tthodt 
liland  respeclinp,  1787. 
resolulion  directing  the  Commiulonert  of  (he 
Nivy  Buard  Id  report  ■  plui  for  i  navy  cttab- 
liihment  in  do.,  1793(  ti][Teed  to. 
National  dcfencei  rewluliont  offered  by  Ur.  Benton, 

392t  agreed  to,  577. 
Naral  tervicet  a  bill  fur  the  enlulmcnt  of  boyi,  1413| 

NaTal  academfi  a  bill  to  eilabliifa  one,  MJ3. 

Naiyi  (ire  A/prgpriation.) 

a  bill  fur  urKaniiing:  (he  naiy,  1855)  laid  on  Ihe 
(able,  ie57i  (nken  up,  1873)  ordered  to  be  eo- 
grossed,  1875. 

Naudain,  Hon.  Arnold,  Trom  Delaware,  reiigna  bit  teat, 
1787. 

New  Hampsliira  rfaolutions  in  ravorof  tbe  expunging 
reaolution,  1108. 

New  Orleans  cuaiom-hauiet  nreaentmcnts  of  ita  dilapida- 
ted lUtr,  534. 

New  York)  a  resolution  inatructing  ibe  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance  to   inquire   what   meaiure*    ahould   be 
■itopled  by  Congreu  in  relation  to  tbe  lale  fire 
(here,  13. 
memuriali  on  aame  aubject,  46.  391. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  (he  Hifbrer*  by  (he  lire, 
103;  cimiidered,  1 14|  luascd,  139t  an  amenda. 
lory  bill  from  the  Houae  of  BrpretentaliTeat 
paaed,  1U93. 
a  bill  to  eiiend  the  relief  of  the  act  now  in  exiat- 
ence  to  the  aufTerera,  1875|  paned. 

Northeaal  boundary  oF  the  United  S(a(e(|  ■  meaaage 
from  (he  Preiident  on  (be  aubject,  1779;  cot- 
reipondence  on  (be  iubjtct  ordered  to  be 
printed,  I8G4. 

Ohio)  report  Irom   Secretary  of  War  reip<'c(ing  (he 
boundary  line  of  thut  Slate,  6. 
«  bill  to  define  the  northern  boundary  line  of,  Itg 

report  on  do.,  653. 
a  joint  reaolution  reipecting  do.,  35. 
reinlutiooi  in  CiTor  of  expunging  the  journal, 
I02I. 

Officer*)  ■  bill  to  repeal  tbe  firat  and  accond  lecdont  of 
the  act  limiting  (be  (erma  of  certain  officers 
therein  named,  52;  pined,  367. 

Order,  queationa  of,  74,  141,  309,  414,  494,  SS6,  835, 
1535.  1783. 

Page,  Hon.  Juhn,  from  New  Hampshire,  look  bit  aut, 
in  the  place  of  Mr^Hill,  reaigned,  1759. 

Paper  currencyi  a  reaolution  direcdng  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  inquire  of  (he  dcpeaite  banks 
in  reUtiontolhe  circulation  ofamallnotea,  1857. 

Patent  lawaj  a  reaolution  relerring  the  aubject  of  amend- 
ing them,  43)  agreed  to. 
Officei  abilllopruTide  fur  the  erection  ofa  build- 
ing for  it,  18J3(  coniidered  and  pataed,  1898. 

Patriotic  Bank,  a  memorial  from,  for  a  recharter,  34. 

Paynuiten;  a  bill  (o  authorize  the  ■ppoinlment  of  (hrce 
addit  onal  ones,  1163. 

Penuon  bill,  mhieh  grmnta  half  pay  to  tbe  widowa  and 
orphan*  of  thoae  who  die  in  tbe  letvice  of  (be 
United  Statea,  1939. 


Pa«(  Office  account*)  a  communication  from  the  Pi 
tcr  General,  1048. 

Ihe  bill  changing  the  organization  of  the  Pott  Of- 
Bce  Department,  1769. 
Poat  routes;  a  joint  reaolution  for  the  eatabliabment  of 
cerliin  pml  routea  in  Uiaaouri  and  Arkanaai, 
S7B. 
Pre-emption  claima,  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  receiv- 
ing the  proof  of,  1696;  laid  on  (he  table.  1698( 
rejccled,  1743. 
Prnident'a  annual  menage  received,  4|  (ace  Jpptndix.y 

meaatge  in  reladon  to  French  affair*,  163. 

on  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain  in  relation  to 
our  difference  with  France,  390. 

concerning  lale  of  lands  ia  the  vicinily  of  Fort 
Wayne,  471. 

with  the  reauh  of  the  mediation  of  Great  Britain, 
580. 

respecting  French  spoliation*,  663. 

on  diiicriminating  dutlea  wi(h  Portugal,  679, 

in  relation  to  Mexico,  1409. 

informing  Congresa  that  France  had  paid  tbe  Four 
instalmenti,  in  fulfilment  of  Ihe  treaty,  1426. 

with  a  eommiinicatioo  from  B.  F.  Curry,  aod  the 
reaponae  of  Samuel  Gwin,  1658. 

returning  tbe  bill  appoindnr  a  day  for  (he  anntial 
naeeting  of  Con^eaa,  wilR  conatitulional  objec- 
tions, 1757.  ,      ■ 

enelowng  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  lit 
relation  to  Texas  1871. 
Preaidenl  pro  tern.,  Hr.  King,  From  A'abami,  appointed, 

1914;  bis  addreaa  on  Ihe  occasion. 
Printing!  a  report  oF  the  committee  on  the  cnntingent 
fund,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution 
on  Ihe  aubject,  590. 
Protection  of  (he  frontier*,  (aee  Dt/enee.) 
Public  deposiles)  a  bill  to  regulnte  them,  53;  (sken  up, 
1383)  modified,  1577;  pasted,  1B45. 

a  supplementary  bill,  1913;  passed. 
Railroad  cDn(rac(st  a  report  from  the  Post  Office  Com- 
mittee, 1101)  aubject  considered,  1199. 
Bevenue  laws,  a  bill  concerning  esse*  of  appeals  aritf  ng 
under,  46. 

a  resolution  proposing  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
52, 

a  resolution  directing  the  aurplus  revenue  to  be 
set  apart  for  the  genefid  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, 4635. 

ling  resolutioT 
reaolution,  1437;  Uken'up,  1884;  negati?cdT 


Royall,  Hra.  Ann;  nport  of  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
unfavorable  to  her  petition,  was  laid  on  the 
Uble,  1936. 

School  bnds)  a  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of 
the  IGtb  section  of  public  lands,  and  to  aubUi- 
tute  other  lands,  389;  passe.l. 

Secretary  of  State's  communication,  enclosing  a  corre- 
ipondence  on  French  afisira,  168. 

Senator*,  allat  of,  1. 

Senate  chamber;  a  report  in  relation  to  alteration*  in  Ihe 
Senate  chamber,  3. 

Shackford.  John,  re-elected  Self  eant-at-arm*.  8. 

Sheppard,  Hoaes,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  580)  rejected. 

Sick  and  disabled  seamen;  a  motion  was  made  to  recon- 
sider a  bill  in  addition  loan  act  for  providing  for 
litis  description  of  persons,  1758;  which  wa* 
agreed  to,  and  Ihe  bill  wu  amended  and  paased. 

Slavery  in  tbe  District  oFColumbiai  petitions  on  the  sub- 
ject, 73;  aubject  dtacuaaed,  185,  471,  636,  664, 
1199. 
Arkaiuaii  petition*  againat  adtmlliDg  the  Stale 


yl^iOOglC 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  SENATE. 


into  the  Union  except  on  certain  conditioni, 
1134,  1277. 
Smith,  Hon.  NitKin,  Trom  Connecticut;  his  death  an- 

SmilbBonitn  inftitulioni  the  President  communicales  cer- 
liln  papers  relative  to  Ihi*  institution,  13. 
a  joint  resglulion  aulhorizing  the  President  10  ap- 
point an  a^nt,  be,  63;  taken  up,  385. 
a  bin  for  the  same  purpose,  1374;  psssed,  1378. 
Spain;  (see  TVeoij.) 

Specie  payments;  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 

and  other  pensionera  of  the  United  8tiitei,999. 

resolution  proposing  that  nothing  but  gold  and 

ailver  ought  to  be  received  in  psynient  of  pub' 

lie  ianda,  1354. 

Statuary;  resolutiiin  in  relatian  In  btatuet  for  the  east 

front  of  the  Capiloi,  1313;  agreed  to,  1318. 
Stockton  and  Sloket,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  1448^  pawed. 
Surplus  revenue,  bank  stock,  and  nationil  defcncct  sun- 

diy  resolutions,  106. 
Suspension  of  (he  rules;  a  suspension  of  tlie  17lb  rule 
proposed  by   the   House   of  Reprrsentstires; 
and,  after  amendment,  agreed  to,  1937. 
Texaii    proeeedingi   of   a  meeting   at   Cincinnati,   in 
favor  of  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
Texas,  1286. 
several  memorials  praying  Congress  to  acknawl- 
edpe  the  independence  of  the  country,  1414, 
1455. 
proceedings  of  ■  meeting  in  Warren  county,  Hii- 

alHippi,  1S25. 
a  memorial  from  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing for  ita  recognition,  1759. 
resorulions  of  Legitlature  of  Connecticut,  on  the 

tame  subject,  1759. 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
concluding  with  a  reinlulion  in  favor  of  ac- 
knowledging its  independence.  Etc.,  1846;  ta- 
ken up,  19l5i  resolution  unaninvusly  adopted, 
1928. 
report  froni  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  lubiecl, 

1871. 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  cllizeDs  at  Naahville, 
1877. 
Tobacco  trade;  a  reioIulioD  requesting  the  Prendent  to 
open  a  negotiation  wilb  France  on  the  lubject, 
1381. 
Trantfer  drafts;  a  reiolullon  eallinf  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  fur  Information  on  this  tubji    ' 
1309;  agreed  to,  1313. 
proposition  for  priming  an  extra  number  of  copiea 
M  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report  on  the 
subject,  1409;  agreed  to,  1412. 
Trftnsfcra  of  public  money ;  a  resolution  on  (he  subject, 

1464;  agreed  to,  1479. 
Treasury,  Secretat;  of,  hi*  annual  report,  4;  (see  Jp- 

pendix.) 
Treaty  with  Spain;  a  bill  giving  efTect  to  (he  Sih  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1819,  1154;  ukcn  up,  1426; 
and  passed. 
a  proposition  for  sppoinling  a  board  of  et 
sionerp,  1647;  modified  by  appointing  o 
stead  of  Ihree  commissi  oners,  1694. 
Turnpike  from  Zaneaville  to  Hayaville,  memorials  in  favor 

of,  1153. 
Tyler,  Hon.  John;  bis  reBlgnstlon,  636. 
United   States  and  France;  resolutions  calling  on  Ih 
President  fur  inrormstion  on  the  difficulties  e] 
iating  between  (he  two  countries,  104. 
V«rniont(  a  roemorial  praying  for  the  ahoHlion  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Culumbis,  SOO. 
militia;  a  bill  to  provide  payment  for  their  i 
CCS,  1339i  pasted. 


Wabash,  a  bill  to  improve  ilie  navigation  of,  563;  order- 
ed to  a  third  readine*,  565. 
Western  boatmen;  a  memorial  on  (be  subject  of  a  marine 

hospital,  748. 
Western  frontier,  the  bill  for  the  better  defence  of, 

1930;  passed. 
Welmore,  A I  phonao,  petition  of;  the  Committee  of  Clsima 
dischar^d  from  its  further  consideration,  from 
the  diaretpectful  term*  in  which  it  i«  expressed, 
1457. 
Witdmtn,  Hon,   Z:ilmun,  of  the  House  of  Kt-preaenta- 

tivei;  hia  death  announced,  7. 
Wisconiin,  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in, 
978;  passed,  1124;  a  conference  with  tlie  House 
of  Representatives  on  an  amendment,  1 177;  the 
Senate  receded  from  its  disagreement  to  the 
smendoient. 
bill  to  create  (he  ofAce  of  aurvt-yor  of  pubfic 
lands  in  the  Territory,  1913;  pawed. 
Ymi  and  nays,  on  •  resolution  to  supply  the  Senator* 
with  newB papers,  54. 
the  Judiciary  bill,  63,  65. 
regulations  of  the  Senate  chamber,  71,  73. 
bill  for  limiting  the  terms  of  office,  104,  367. 
for  the  relief  of  aufTerers  by  the  New  Turk  fire, 

139. 
on  reference  of  (he  Michigan  memorial,  S89. 
resolution  for  admitting  certain  persons  into  the 

Senate,  532. 
reKolutioni  in  relation  to  nalioi«l  defence,  573. 
bill  for  relief  of  Mose*  Sheppard,  530. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  722,  724,  725,  803,  803. 
referring  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  in  Ar- 

kansa!,  782. 
Ohio  boundary.  7B5,  799. 

slavery  in  (he  District  of  Columbia,  787,  804, 810. 
'     landbiti,  810,  811,  333. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  corporations  of  the  District 

of  Cnlumbia,  964,  977,  1452. 
resolution  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  journal,  977. 


I,  981. 


bin  for  graduating  (he  price  of  public  lands,  1032. 
bill  for  the  admiision  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047, 

1048,  1050. 
bill  for  the  sdmission  of  Arkanaaa,  1056. 
bill  for  payment  of  revolutionary  pensioner*,  1094. 
granting  land  (o  Missouri,  1123, 
ertablishing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  1177. 
TtWcl  of  the  represeMstives  of  Colonel*  Bond  and 

DouKlaas.  1254, 
Mr.  Clay'a  land  bill,   1254,  ISO),  1302,   1305, 

1306.  1308.  1313,  1396. 
navy  tpproprialion  bill,  1299,  1427. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1378. 
harbor  bill,  13S3.  1384. 
fortification  bill,  1534,  1550, 1576,  1592. 
the  bill  to  reward  the  recaptors  of  the  frigate 

Philadelphia,  1649. 
csaea  of  B.  F.  Curry  and  S.  Gwin,  1668. 
(he  bill  to  prohibit  (he  circulation  uf  incendiary 

publications,  1675,  1737. 
extending  (lie  cbarters  of  the  DiKrict  bank),  1605, 

1720. 
bill  for  extending  the  time  for  receiving  proof  of 

certain  pre-emption  clainw,  1696,  16^,  1698, 

1742. 
the  bill  lupplementary  to  the  bill  to  estabrab  (ha 

northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan  Into  the  Union,  1739. 
propoatlion  for  tncreaaing  (be  army,  1757, 
bill  to  regulate  the  depoiite  of  (he  public  monevs, 

1766,   1768.   1778,  1780,   1782,   1784,   1785, 

1786,  1787, 1845. 
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Teu  mnd  titys,  on  the  bill  to  cbtnge  Ihe  or|^niutioi)  of 
the  Poat  Office  Department,  18SI. 

bill  to  iiicrCMC  tite  milit*ry  pekcc  eiUblitbiiWDl, 
1853. 

reportMitbepelition  of  Humphrey  Hknhill,  1854. 

bitl  for  organizing  the  mvj,  18ir,  1675. 

bill  for  buildinjc  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 

bill  to  ching^e  the  mode  at  conducting  the  aalei  of 
ibe  public  landis  1867,  187D. 

bill  to  griDt  rratuiltei  of  land  to  certain  Blatei, 
1876. 

bill  to  rp^late  and  increate  the  pay  of  Ibe  offi- 
cer* of  Ibe  marine  corpa,  1877. 

on  the  Tetoed  bill  fixing'  ■  day  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  ConKrcta,  Etc.,  1880. 


le  payment  ol 

indemnitiei  due  under  the  FtetKn  and  Nea] 

tan  trritiei,  1883. 
on  the  hill  fur  eitahliihing  arFiiories,   ancnal^ 

&c.,  1884,  1909. 
reminding  Teaolul  ion,  1S97. 
providing   for  the  building  of  a  Patent   Offioc, 

1898. 
fortification  bill,  1905,  1906,  1907.  1910,  1911. 
bill  frranting  a  patent  to  Joieph  Grant,  1910. 
on  the  peniionVili,  1929. 
on  the  Delaware  breakwater  bill,  1930. 
harbor  bill,  1935. 
Zaneaville  and  Hayirille  road,  a  petition  in  Aror  of, 

1383. 
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Benton,  Mr.,  Hiavniri,  preienta  tbe  credential!  of  the 

Michigan  Senator*,  S,  8,  9,  36,  38,  39,  41. 
on  tbe  recharter  of  the  Pitriotie  Blnk,  34. 
AleiandriH  meitiorial,  46. 
recbarler  of  the  Bank  of  the  Hetropolii,  59, 
judicial  ayatem,  64. 

regulatioM  in  the  Senate  chamber,  G9,  71. 
aUverj  in  the  District  of  Coliimbii,  85, 496 
Burplua  revenue,  national  defence,  &c.,  lOG,  140. 
luppreiiion  of  Indian  hoatilitiei,  391. 
national  defence,  427,  577. 
Dialrict  of  Columbia,  468. 

DocumentirT  History  of  Diitrict  ofColambia,  499. 
report  on  printing,  591. 
fbrtlRcalion  bill,    593,   615,    143S,    1431,    1433, 

1513,  1550, 1551,  1576,  1579,  1582. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  7J3,  SOI,  803. 
Wesiern  botlmen,  he,  750,  751. 
Ohio  boundary,  784. 
depoaite  banki,  840. 
ezpunginr  reaululion,  733,  877,  1593. 
day  of  ■djDorament,  963,  979- 
aafe  keeping  of  the  journal,  974. 
•pecie  payment*.  999,  1005,  1094,  1095,  1097. 
bit)  for  the  admiuion  of  Hlchinn.  1006,  1008, 

1019,  1033. 
bill  for  the  admiaiion  ofArkanni,  1053. 
aupplyinr  the  mint  with  bullion,  1090. 
^nt  of  land  to  Miaaouri,  1130,  1131. 
incendiary  publicationi,  1155. 
appropriating  the  proceed*  of  public  landa  for  a 

limited  time,  1173,  1187.  1247,  1SS4,  1399, 

1303,  1306,  1308,  1311,  1338. 
railroad  contract*,  1307. 
rctolulinn  for  rrceiring  nothing  but  gold  and  *il- 

-ver  fur  public  land",  1355,  1367. 
defence  of^the  frontier*,  1385.  1388,  1393. 
general   appropriiiion   bill.   1399,   1400,    1401, 

1403,  1403,  1407,  1408. 
Lounrilte  and  Portland   canal  bill,  1570,  157% 

lera,  1674. 
bill  for  increaiing  the  milllary  eatabligbment,  1 637. 
the  caiet  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1658.  1659,  1664. 
extending  the  charter*  of  the   Diitrict  bank^ 

1686,  1694.  1695,  1698. 
bill  for  regulating  the  public  depontci^   174^ 

1764,  1765,  1766, 1767,  1768,  1805. 


Benton,  Mr.,  on  bill  for  ettabliihing  the  currency  of  the 
conititution,  1745. 
bill  increaalng  the  army,  1746,  1756,  1853,  1853. 
bill  to  eitsbliih  armoriea,  araenali,  he,  1883. 
on  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Tcsa>, 

.rt  the  turpi u*  reveni 
LC 'country.  46'25,  4631. 
'  makinKanappropriatlonforthe  Cumberland  road, 

4638. 
report  on  public  land*,  4655,  4656. 
Black,  Mr.,  Miiii**ippi.  an  tbe  judicial  ■yitem,  59,  64. 
memorial  on  apeculilion*  in  Indian  claim*,  100,  IDS. 
Documentary  Hillary  of  Diitrict  of  Cohimbia,  499. 
•U*ery  in  the  Dittricl  of  Columbia.  636. 
Cumberl*nd  road,  734,  735. 
depoaite  banki,  847. 
Miaaouri  land  elaimi,  967. 
Mr.  Clay'*  Und  bill,  1174,  1386. 
genetkl  appropriation  biH.  1401,  1403. 
on  auapending  the  aale  of  Ctwclaw  kndi,  1413. 
Dittrici  Of  Columbia,  1453. 
regulating  tbe  public  depoaite*,  1745,  1786. 
Brovn,  Mr.,  Noith  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publication*, 

33. 
■lavery  in  the  Diitrict  of  Columbii,  90,  95,  731. 
national  defence,  447- 
Ohio  boundary,  783,  784. 
HaiiM  abolition  re«)lutiaa*,  1110,   1113,   1115, 

1116. 
Mr.  Clay'*  land  bill,  1306. 
afFiiraofTeza*,  1430,  1531. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,Pennayl»nia,  onineenditTTpublieltions 

38.  1733,  1733,  1736. 
Michigan  Senator*.  41. 
the  judicial  lyitem,  59,  63,  64. 
regutitioni  in  the  Senate  chamber,  70. 
aUvery  in  the  Diitrict  of  Columbia.  83,  303,  496, 

679,  780. 
memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  99. 
bin  to  relieve  the  nilTerera  by  fire  at  New  Tork, 

13 1,  139. 
the  United  Stale*  and  France,  16S.  177. 
reaolulinn  fur  national  defence,  335. 
memorial  from  Dauphin  county,  in  rclatioB  to  frM 

nrgroei,  443. 
utiooal  defence,  576. 
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BuohaiMfi,  Ur.,  on  (be  CumbettiDd  road,  635. 
Ohio  and  Michigan  boiind«r]r,  664. 
admiuion  of  Arkanws  ■■  >  State,  934. 
day  of  adjDumment,  963. 
specie  payment!,  1004,  lOOS. 
adm'iMlon  of  Michigan,  lOtl,  1037. 
•dtnifnon  of  &rkin»9,  lGi3. 
railroad  contract!,  1303. 
bill  fur  the  relief  of  Coloneb  Bond  and  DouElaM, 

1233. 
on  ilBTery  in  Arkantai,  1377. 
ualuary  for  the  ea)t  front  of  tbe  Capitol,  1313, 

1314,  IS13. 
Smilhwniin  leney  bill,  1377. 
defence  of  the  frontirrs,  1394,  1505,  1503. 
general  appropriallDn  bill,  1403. 
tbetfTalriofTezii,  1432,  1536,  1916. 
fortification  bill,  1432. 

bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stuke^  144S. 
additionii  piynuileii,  1463. 
Ull  ID  rcjrulate  the  public  depouiei,  1635,  1777, 

178J,  1785,  1800,  1858. 
bill  fur  chanfpng  the  orRaniialian  of  the  Poit  Of- 
fice Department,  1770,  1351. 
bill  (upplementRry  to  the  act  for  admitting  HJchi- 

ean,  1781. 
bill  for  organizing  tbc  navy,  1856,  1857,  1S74, 

1875. 
bill  to  regulita  and  increaie  (lie  pay  of  the  offi- 
cer* of  the  marine  curpi,  IS77. 
bill  nukinff  an  appropriation  fbr  (he  Uuroberhitd 

road,  4633. 
Calboun,   Mr.,  South  Ciroiins,  on  incendiary  publica- 
tion), 26.  S7,   Saa,   3B3,   1108,   1136,   1160, 

1163,  1675,  1721,  1739. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  53,  54,  55. 
regulattona  in  the  SenKte  chimber,  67, 68,  69,  70. 
■laveiy  in  the  Iliatrict  of  Columbia,  73.  95,  301, 

207,  308,  209,  210,  303,  471,  483,  494,  496, 

551,  578,  579,  76S,  804. 
memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  100. 
bill  for  relief  of  tbe  luflerera  by  lite  New  York 

fire,  lis,  127. 
United  Statu  and  France,  169. 
Michigan  iscmorial,  386.  287, 
DiMriet  of  Columbi*.  469,  470,  964,  1450. 
national  defence,  571,  573,  577. 
eitabliihiiig  pott  roulei  in  Hluouri  and  Arkinaai, 

378. 
depoiite  btnki,  842,  843,  1383. 
keeping  nfe  the  journal,  970. 
graduating  the  pnce  of  public  land,  1028. 
■peeie  ptymentu,  1095,  1097,  1099. 
bill    to  t«Kulate   public   depoiitei,    1101,    1616, 

1745,   1763,   1764,   1765.   1766,   1767,   1778, 

1781,  1783,  1800,  1845,  1858. 
railroad  conlracti^  1101,  1103,  1205. 
Maine  abolition  reaolutioni,   1109,   lUO,   nil, 

1113,  1114,  1115. 
grant  of  land  to  Hinouri,  1133. 
petil'toaoTIUnd  Melville,  1177,  1183,  1184. 
petition  of  Profi^iJor  Lieber,  1 198. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  repreMOlativei  of  Coloneti 

Bond  and  IlougliM,  1353. 
receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  1371,  1374. 
•tatuary  for  (be  eait  front  of  the  Capitol,  1314, 

1318. 
Smithtoniin  le^cy  bill,  1376,  1377. 
harbor  bill,  13S3. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1408. 
iurtificatian  bill,  1446,  1550,  1531,  1379,  1909, 
.    1905,  1910. 
IndUtt  bill,  1459,  1461. 
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Calhoun,  Mr.,   on  the  defence  of  the  froniier^   1463, 
1303,  1304,  1505,  1507,  1311. 
hi*  report  from  conference  committee  on  tbe  vol- 
unteer bill,  1333. 
recognition  of  Texaa,  1531,  1535. 
the  cawi  of  Curry  and  G«<in,  1659,  1663,  1667. 
on  increuing  the  army,  1756,  1833. 
bill  to  clianj^  the  mode  of  aelling  the  public 

land',  1867. 
eitabliah  armoriei,  arienal*.  kc,  1883,  1S84. 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texa*.  1916. 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  admiuion  of  Ihe  Senaton 

from  Hicliigan,  B. 
hi*  diitiibution  land  bill,  48,  1173,  1174,  1176, 

134B,  1283,  1385,  1288,  1503,  1310. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  34,  5S. 
memorikl  of  Ciln  quarterly  meeting,  100. 
*pecula(iuni  in  Indian  claimi,  101. 
Ihe  Uiii(ed  Sute*  and  Prance,  103,  588. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  tulfeTrn  by  tbe  New 

Tork  ftrr,  113,  126,  782. 
for  the  luppretaion  of  Indian  hoftiliiiei,  390. 
incendiary  publications,  385,  1093,  1728. 
icbool  land*,  390. 
Diitrict  of  Columbia,  467. 
forliBcalion  bill.  614,  1903,  1906,  1910. 
CumberUnd  road,  615,  633,  628,  733,  734,  801, 

803. 
Western  boatmen,  Sec,  713,  749. 
■Uvery  in  the  Diitrict  of  Culumbia,  786. 
depoMte  bank*,  S40. 
Maine  boundary,  963. 
diy  of  •djoummenl,  963,  981- 
HiHouri  land  cbumi,  965. 
bill  for  gradualinglhe  price  of  public  land*,  103S, 

1030. 
tdmiMion  of  Michigan,  1046,  1047. 
tpecie  payments,  1C95,  1096. 
grant  of  land  to  MiMOuri,  1121. 
petitioni  agiinit  slavery  in  Arksn***,  1134,  1135. 
peiiiion  of  David  MeUille,  1178. 
railroad  con(r«CU<,  1206. 
bill  for  the  relief  of  represenlatlvea  of  Colooeh 

Bond  and  DougUss,  1333,  1333. 
ststuiry  for  the  eait  front  of  the  Cspitol,  1317. 
defence  of  the  frontiers,  1387. 
on  imposing  a  duty  on  all  imported  hemp,  1397, 

1398,  1399. 
treaty  with  Spiln,  1427,  1647. 
Louisville  and  Furlland  canal,  1673. 
Michigan  icbool  lands.  Ice,  1737,  1738. 
pre-emption  claims,  l741. 
inereaiing  the  army,  1736, 1833. 
bill  providing  fur  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  1739. 
memorial  from  Shelby  county,  praying  for  recog- 
nition of  Texas,  1739. 
for  reguUting  tbe  public  depoiMef,  1784,  1845, 

1859,  187U. 
Noriheastern    boundary  of   tbe   United   Statea, 

1779,  1864. 
report  on  ackitowledging  the  imlependeoce  of 

Tew,  1846. 1871. 
Pent  Office  bill,  1831. 
bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1866. 
bill  to  cbsnge  the  mode  of  selling  the  pub&c  land, 

1869. 
pelition  from  Kentucky,  in  favor  of  tbe  AnericaD 

Culoniution  Society,  1901. 
acknowledging  tbe  independence  of  Tex**,  1913. 
Cbyton,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  tbe  adminioo  of  tbe  Seintor* 

from  Michigan,  10. 
Bxing  the  commencement  and  cloie  of  the  m*- 
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Clayton,  Mr.,  on  the  jnimtX  tjtUm,  59,  60,  61,  63, 64, 

reguUtioni  in  tbe  Senate  oluniber,  67,  68,  73. 

■urplut  revenue,  nxional  dcrenc«>,  be.  114. 

Hichlgan  memoml,  383,  386,  S8r. 

nitional  derence,  392. 

Ohio  and  Hichigin  boundary  line,  663,  664,  783, 

rs*.  T9B. 
niail  contracts,  847. 
■afe  keeping  ofihe  journil,  974. 
bill  Tor  MUbliiliinK  Ihe  Terrilorr  of  WiMonain, 

978. 
iij  of  adjournment,  979,  981. 
ipecie  paymenla,  999. 
admia^on  of  Michinn,  1006,  1008. 
Hr.  Cliy'i  land  bill,  1383,  1384. 
■tatuarjr  for  the  eiit  front  of  the  Capitol,  1.11S. 
Smitbionian  lefcaey  bill,  1376. 
harbor  bill,  1383. 
defence  oflhe  frontien,  139J. 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Stockton  and  Stokei,  1448. 
niatrict  of  Calumbia,  1453. 
bill  for  building  a  Patent  Office,  1666. 
eatabliabing  irmorica,  araenali,  &c.,  18B3. 
fortification  bill,  1903.  1906. 
acttinr  apart  Ihe  lurptua  revenue  for  the  defence 

of  llie  country,  4631,  4633. 
Crittet>den,  Mr.,  Kentuoky,  on  the  reiolution  for  national 

defence,  356. 
Ckimbertind  road,  635,  736. 
alarery  in  the  Uiatrict  of  Columbia,  7S7. 
day  of  adjournment,  9r9. 
pant  of  land  to  Misaouri,  1130. 
peUtion  of  David  MeWille.  1187. 
Mr.  Clay'iland  bill,  1346. 
fortification  bill,  1551,  1586,  1910. 
I.,ouiaville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  157t,  1673. 
pre-emption  clainu,  1696. 
tbe  bill  providing  for  aiek  and  draabled  aeamcn, 

1758,  J759. 
Humphrey  Hinhall's  caie,  1781,  1854. 
inereating  the  army,  1B5S. 
Culhbert,  Mr.,  Georftia,  on  tbe  reiolulion  for  naliDntl 

defence,  163,  311. 
United  Slatci  and  Francf,  177. 
alavery  in  the  Sialrict  of  Columbia,  736,  785, 

787, 
incendiary  publicationa,  1163,  1735,  1737. 
treaty  with  Mexico,  1437. 
bill  for  organizmK  the  narv,  1873,  1874. 
fortificalion  bill,  1906,  1911. 
Datia,Hr.,  Uanactititetla,  on  incendiary  publicationl^ 
.31,,  384,  385,  1093,  1103,  1148,  1726. 
reducing  tbe  revenue,  53. 
bill  for  relief  of  aulferera  by  the  New  York  fire, 

133. 
Micbipn  mciDorial,  384,  386. 
Maiaachuaetli  claims,  464. 
Dialrict  of  Columbia,  470. 
national  defence,  576. 
Cumberland  road,  636. 
Weatern  boatmen,  be,  74B,  749,  751. 
slavery  in  the  Diatricl  of  Columbia,  806,  1199. 
Maine  boundary,  956. 
apecie  paymenta,  1004. 
•dmiauon  of  Michigan,  1019. 
in  relation  to  dutiea  on  vine*,  1133. 
railroad  cnntracls,  1306. 
dulici  on  iitiporta,  1387. 
Smithsonian  legacy  bill,  1377. 
foreign  paupers,  1373. 
fortificslion  bill,  1553,  1563. 
LotiiiTille  and  Portbind  eanal,  1673. 


Davis,  Mr.,  on  the  bill  providing  for  aick  and  diaibled 

seamen,  17S8,  1759. 

ehinging  (he  oreaniiilion  of  the  Poal  Office  De- 
parlment,  1771,  1849,  1S50,  1851. 

the  li{pht.house  bill,  19J0. 

harbor  bill,  1930. 

makinian  appropriation  lor  the  Cumberland  ratd, 
4639. 
Ewing,  Ur.,  Ohio,  on  the  northern  boundair  Tme  of 
Ohio,  14. 

incendiaTy  publications,  33. 

Michigan  Senators,  36,  38. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  auiferen  by  the  New  Tork 
fire,  ISO,  127. 

resolution  for  national  defence,  130. 

Michigan  memorial,  384. 

public  lands,  303,  1198. 

national  defence,  455,  556,  573. 

slavery  memotlala,  473,  763. 

Alabama  pre-emption  ri|chi«  731. 

Cumberland  road  bill,  734,  803. 

Ohio  boundary,  783,  799. 

land  bill,  810,  811. 

depotite  banks,  846. 

Missouri  land  claimi,  969,  970. 

safe  keeping  of  Ihe  journal,  976,  9}T. 

admission  of  Michigan,  1015. 

Ohio  resolutions  for  expunging  jourotl,  1034, 
103B. 

admission  of  Arksnsaa,  1056. 

specie  psyments,  1096. 

railroad  contracta,  1101,  1103. 

grant  of  land  to  Missouri,  1133. 

peiiiions  in  faror  of  a  turnpike  from  ZaneavUle  to 
Maysville,  115.3. 

transfer  draft*,  1309. 

receiving  specie  only  fur  public  land,  1369. 

Mr.  Clsy'a  land  bill,  1303,  1313,  133B. 

Zaneaville  and  Hayavilte  road,  1585. 

defence  of  the  frontiers,  1385. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1400. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  copirs  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report  respecting  trana- 
fen  of  public  money,  1409,  1413. 

fbrtificatlon  bill,  1433. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1464,  1479. 

Louisville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1570,  1573, 
1575,  1668,  1673,  1673. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposilei,  1643,  1764, 
.       1765,  1777,  1778,  I8S9. 

the  cases  of  B.  F.  Curry  and  S.  Qwin,  1659, 
1660,  1666. 

bill  lo  reorgsniie  the  General  Land  Office,  1676. 

pre-emption  claims,  1696,  1739,  1740. 

bill  to  chanpce  the  mode  of  selling  public  landb 
1697,  1866.  1867,  1869. 

Michigan  school  lands,  he,  1737,  1738. 

Poll  Office  bill,  I3S0. 

fortification  bill,  1905,  4610. 

Ohio  reaolutloni,  4653. 

report  on  several  memorials  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic Unds,  4655. 
Goldaborongh,  Ur.,  Maryland,   on  incendiary  publica- 
tions, 31. 

Michigan  9enalar>,  41. 

judicMU  system,  59. 

reaolotion  for  national  defence,  136. 

slavery  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  308,  704. 

District  of  Columbia,  469. 

removal  of  David  Melvillr,  I1S3. 

Termont  militia  bill,  1340. 

the  bill  vetoed  by  the  Preaidenl  fixing  a  day  kt 
the  annual  meeting  DfCongren^  be,  ISi^. 
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Onindr,  Mr.,  TenneMce,  on  inoendiuT  ptiblicttion^  37, 
1093, 1155, 1IJ9,  neo,  1161,  1163, 1675, 1737. 

reiolution  Tor  lulional  derencr,  350,  304. 

pent  n»di  in  Florid*,  613. 

ikTcry  in  the  DIstriol  of  Colurobl*,  751. 

Rwil  conlncli,  847. 

Ipecie  payment!,  999. 

Pott  Offloe  Kcoonli,  1048,  1050. 

nilroulconlncli.  1101,  1103,  1199,  1305,1307. 

Kroonl  of  DaTid  Melvlllr,  1179. 

incendiary  publicitionn,  1374. 

DiitrictorCoIumbii,  1450. 

ciw(  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1666. 

Michi^n  •chool  ianils,  &<:.,  1738. 

biil  for  ctianginir  the  orKaniiition  of  Ihe  Port  Of- 
Bce  DepkTtment,  1769,  1849,  1B50,  1851. 
Hcndrick),  Mr.,  Indian*,  on  admitting  ihe  Michigan  Sen- 
ators, 38,  40. 

fixing  lh«  commencernent  and  cloic  of  the  «e«- 
■iona  of  Congraia,  43. 

on  bdiilding  hoapita^  on  tbe  Ohio  rifcr,  56. 

bill  for  relief  or  tbe  lufTcrcn  by  the  New  York 
fire,  137. 

Uichigan  memorial,  383,  384,  388. 

Cumberland  ro>d,  390,  615,  639,  733,  733,  SOS. 

niTigation  of  the  Wabaih,  564. 

day  of  adjournment,  963. 

admiwion  of  Michigan,  1008,  1033. 

harbor  bill,  1383. 

Louiirille  and  Portland  ciml  bill,  IS63,  1669, 
1673,  1674,  1675. 

bill  for  reftulatiw  tbe  public  depotiiei,  1743, 
1744,  1784.    ■•  •-  »" 

bill  providing  for  tick  and  diaablcd  teamen,  1759. 

bill  to  change  tbe  mode  of  Klling  the  publle 
landf,  1869. 
Uill,  Mr.,  Nfw  Hampihire,  on  ilavery  in  the  Dialrict  of 
Columbia,  74,  48t,  494. 

rcaolution  for  national  defencr,  315. 

nirigatton  of  the  Wabaih,  564. 

the  Und  bill,  848. 

bill  for  th«  relief  of  the  reprtaentatiTCt  of  Colo- 


general  appropriation  bill,  1400,  1404. 

expunging  reaolution,  1593. 
UubbaK),  Hr.,  New  Himpihirr,  on  reaolution  for  mitiott- 
aldefrnce,  317. 

abvery  memoriaii^  495,  738,  756,  837. 

reaolutiona  in  favor  ofeipunging. 

Mr.  Clay'i  land  bill,  1176. 

remoralorUjivid  Melville,  11S3,  1184,  llSf. 

tbe  Florida  bank],  1447. 

trantfer  of  public  money,  1464,  1471. 

Ibriiacition  bill,  1538,  1550,  1551. 

bill  to  audit  Rcnenil  Hipley'a  iccounti,  1676. 

bill  to  regulate  the  public  depoaiiea,  1784. 

Kent,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  memoriai  praying  for  a  rechar- 

■        '  ■     -    kofthc" ■■     - 

the  tobacco  trade,  1381. 

extending  the  charten  of  tbe   Dulriet  bKnk*, 

1675.  1690.  • 

.ing,  Mr.,  Alabama,  on  the  admiaaion  of  Senator*  from 

Michigan,  11. 
bill  for  the  better  organiiatioo  of  the  dialrlclconrl 

of  Alabama,  13. 
incendiary  publioationt.  36,  30,  3S4,  385. 
recharter  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  34. 
judiei«f7  qrateiD,  59,  60,  61. 
memorial  of  Cain  quarterly  meeting,  100. 
•pceulation*  in  Indian  elaimf^  103. 
bill  for  relief  of  lh«  fufferen  by  th«  New  York 


King,  Mr.,  on  ativery  In  die  Dittriet  of  Columbia,  309, 
579,303,714,787,  836. 
HicliigaD  memorial,  283,  383. 
•chool  land*,  390. 
national  defence,  441. 

Dlitrict  ofColumbia,  470, 964,  1449, 1450,  1453. 
Florida  tailroad,  704. 
Alabama  pre-emption  righti,  731. 
CumberUnd  road.  733,  733,  735. 
Ohio  boundarv,  783. 
HiMouri  land  claima,  799,  BOO,  967,  969. 
day  of  adjournment,  963,  963,  980. 
bill  for  graduating  price  of  pi^lic  land,  1030. 
apecie  payisenia,  1096. 
grant  of  Und  to  Hinouri,  1130. 
•la very  in  Arkanut,  1135. 
bill  giving  effect  to  the  Sih  article  of  tre*l*  with 

Spain,  1154. 
petition  of  David  Helv'ille,  1178. 
receiving  apecie  only  for  public  land,  1371. 
af&ira  of  Tesa*,  1286,  1539. 
Vermont  militia,  1539. 
harbor  bill,  1384. 

Senertl  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1408. 
efence  of  the  frontiera,  1458,  1463,  1464,  1503, 
1505. 

Indian  bill,  1459. 

rrtolulion  for  luuing  ration!  to  (uScteri  firom  In- 
dim  hoatilitiea,  1537. 

caaei  of  Curry  and  Ovuf,  1660. 

extending  the  cbartera  of  the  Di!trict  banki,  1603, 
17S0. 

regulating  the  public  depoaitts,  1763,  1859. 

on  changing  the  mode  itf  aelliug  the  public  land, 
1868. 

bill  for  eitabtiahing  armoriei,  artenali,  be,  1883, 
1884. 
King,  Hr.,  Georgia,  on  the  hilt  for  relief  of  luffcren  by 
the  New  York  fire,  131,  199. 

incendiary  publlcatlnni,  384,  1134. 

slavery  memorials,  477,  653. 

DocumcntHT]'  Hiatory  of  Dirtrict  of  Columbi*, 


_    ifieation  bill,  1578,  1580,  1584. 

Sre-emption  claims,  1741. 
ill  for  eaiabliah  ing  armoriei,  araenili,  fcc,  1884, 
1908. 
harbor  bill,  1931,  1935. 
Knight,  Mr. ,  Rhode  UUnd.  on  the  Cumberhtod  rwd,  733. 
apecie  paymenla,  1096. 
railroad  contracts,  1103. 
duties  on  winei,  1133. 
rtmovil  of  David  Melville,  1183,  1183.  • 
general  appropriation  bill,  1403. 
recognition  of  Texas,  1055. 
Grant's  patent  right,  1864. 
Leigh,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  incendiary  pubrcalton^  38, 31, 
385. 
the  judiciary  natem,  60. 

alavery  in  tbe  DistiHct  of  Columbia,  93,  185,  343, 
-     518,  533,  785,  786,  787,  803,  838. 
the  United  State*  and  Fnnce,  106. 
Mirphu  revenue,  national  defence,  tec.  III. 
bill  for  relief  of  ibe  lufrercn  by  the  New  York 

fire,  123. 
MicbigM  memorial,  S87. 
Bmithaonian  legacy,  386,  1375. 
national  defence,  441,  443,  576. 
District  of  Columbia,  469,  470,  1449,  1450. 
Ohio  boundary,  783. 
expunging  retolution,  1058. 
defence  of  Ibe  frontier*,  1510. 
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Leigh,  Hr.,  on  public  df pmUm  bW,  1616,  1758,  1764, 
1765. 
Ktllng'apirl  Ibe  iiirplm  revenue  far  Hi«  defence 
gftlie  country,  4S1S. 
Linn,  Mr.,  Uinouri,  on  retolulion  for  ntlinwl  deftnce, 
322. 
incenduiy  publiutionii  3SS. 
•chool  Itndi,  390. 
proteolkin  ofibe  frontien,  465. 
citibliihinK  put  roulei  in  Uinouri  knd  Arkanwi, 

378. 
Iha  report  on  printing,  593. 
Cumberland  roid  biif,  734,  801. 
HUtouri  Und  cliimi,  800,  964,  966,  967,  969. 
diy  ortdjoumnienl,  9S3. 
Mfttne  Bbolition  reniutNiM,  1111. 
Mr.  CUy'i  lind  bill,  1304,  1307,  1311. 
defence  of  Ibe  rrontien,  1385,  1395. 
genenl  ippropmlion  bill,  1401. 
Alphonw  Wetmore'i  petition.  1457. 
Indian  bill,  1459,  1461,  1463. 
bill  protiding  for  ilck  ind  diwbled  ■(■men,  1759. 
on  Humphrey  HarBhail'i  cur,  1780. 
incmwn^  the  arnty,  1853,  1853. 
bill  for  organlsii^  (be  navy,  1855. 
bill  to  chanKC  itie  mode  of  Mllifig  the  pubne 

land,  1867. 
for  e«iabliihinr  armuriea,  trMnala,  fto.,  1883, 
1883. 
McKean,  Mr.,  Pennsytvania,  on  ilarery  ie  (he  Dialricl 

-  of  Columbia,  804. 
Man^m,  Ur.,  North  Cirollna,  on  iacendiary  publie*- 
lioni^  39. 
rejtuUtioni  of  the  Senate  chamber,  67- 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  aufferen  by  the   New 

Toikftre,  133. 
reaulution  for  national  defence,  367. 
naliontl  defiance,  575. 

■UTery  in  Ibe  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  578, 835, 836. 
■day  of  adjournment,  980. 
Maine  abolition  reaolutroM,  1115. 
railroad  conlracta,  1907. 
receivinr  apede  only  A>r  public  land,  t37J. 
Mr.  Cby't  tend  bill,  1306. 
alaiiiary  fbr  the  eait  front  of  the  Capitol,  1314, 

1315. 
general  appropriation  bill,  1403,  14W. 
reco^ition  of  Trxaa,  1455,  1530. 
caaea  ofCurnr  and  Gwin,  1664. 
auapennon  of  the  rulei^  1937. 
Moore,  Ifr.,  Alabama,  on  alaTeir  In  (be  Diatrict  of  Ce- 
turabl.,  310,  473, 
the  Cumberland  road,  735. 
bill  for  relief  uf  John  McCartney,  934. 
the  ifTiira  of  Tetaa,  1431. 
General  John  Brahan'*  caae,  I B98,  1901 . 
MD^I^  Hr„  Ohio,  on  Ihe  northern  boundary  of  Ohio, 
35,  78J,  788,  799. 
pclitiona  on  ilaTcry,  73,  74,  308,  757. 
Ohio  refolutiona  in  faior  of  eipnnging;  joumtt, 

1021,  1035. 
admlaaion  ofArkinsaa,  1054. 
Maine  nbolilion  reiolulioni,  1111. 
incendiary  publicalionii,  1165. 
recognilion  of  Tpi«,  1286,  1387,  1525,  1538. 
Hr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1338,  1339,  1340. 
pre.emp1ion  claim*,  1740. 
bill  to  i^Eulite  the  public  depoaiten,  17S3,  1785, 

18JS.  1B59. 

bill  to  chanre  the  mode  of  aelliiiB  the  public  land,  ' 

1870.  j 

the  vetoed  bill  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  anniul 

meeting  of  CongreM,  1878.  I 


Naudain,  Ur.,  Delaware,  on  the  Cumberland  read,  736> 
foniAcation  bill,  1435. 
Alphonan  Wet more'a  petition,  1457. 
on  behalf  of  Ihe  vido«  of  C.  P.  BeniMtt,  1643. 
Louiiville  and  Portland  catul,  1673. 
Nicholai,  Mr.,  Louisiana,  on  the  WeMern  frontieiTl4S5. 

increaiing  the  army,  1754,  1813. 
Nile*,  Mr.,  Connecticut,  on  the  judioiary  lyatem,  63. 

bill  for  relief  of  aufferera  hy  the  New  Tork  Are, 

134. 
Micliigan  memorial,  384,  387. 
memorial  in  fa*or  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  333. 
Diatrict  of  Columbia,  468,  1451. 
alaiery  in  the  DiaU-tct,  513,  533. 
national  defence,  560. 
•afekeepinr  of  the  Journal,  973. 
admiMton  o?  Michigan,  1015. 
apecie  paymenta,  109J,  1097. 
on  renting  oul  the  public  groundt  la  the  District 

of  Columbta,  1155. 
incendiary  publicationa,  1156,  1117,  1159,  1163. 
rcimval  of  David  Uelrille,  1179. 
reK>lutiun  for  receiving  nothing  but  apcoie  for 

public  Und,  1263,  1S5S. 
Mr.  Clay't  land  bill,  1384,  1318. 
furtiGcation  bill,  1435,  1559. 
Louiiville  and  Portland  canal,  1673. 
rcaakitlont  of  Legialature  or  Connecticut  in  bvor 

ofrecarnl•ingTeIa]^  1759. 
changing  the  orgaDisalion  of  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, 1769. 
the  vetoed  bill  for  Bxiiv  a  day  fbr  the  annual 

meetintr  of  Congre«i,  1680. 
acknowledging  the  IndependenoeoTTeznt,  1916. 
makinjf  an   appropriation   fbr   the   Cumberbnd 
road,  4635. 
Porter,  Mr.,  Louiaiana,  on  incendiary  pubUoathma,  39. 
the  judicial  lyitem,  59,  60,  61,  65. 
rtguhtiona  in  llie  Senate  ehainber,  65,  66. 
alavety  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  74,  93,  578, 

661,  781,  785. 
reaolntion  for  national  defence,  Mi- 
Michigan  memorial,  385. 
public  kndi,  303,  1173,  1304. 
Diatrict  of  Columbia,  468,  469. 
cuMom-tiDuae  at  New  Orleant,  534. 
national  defiance,  576. 
Cumberiand  road,  734,  801,  803. 
Weatem  boatoKn,  be.,  750. 
expunging  rewlulion,  935. 
Miaouri  Und  cUima,  967,  969,  970. 
•dmiuton  of  ArkanHm,  1056. 
apecie  piymenti,  1095. 
grant  of  Und  to  HiMouri,  1133. 
receiving  apecie  only  fbr  pnbhc  Und,  1374, 1386. 
Mr.  CUy'«  Und  bil),  1339. 
defence  of  the  frontien,  1390. 
affaira  of  Texaa,  1417,  1418,  1430,  1455. 
Indian  bill,  1460,  1463. 
caaei  of  Curry  and  Gwin,  1661. 
Loutaville  and  PorlUnd  canal,  1673. 
pre-emption  cltima,  1696. 
bill  for  reguUting  the  public  depoaiten  1743. 
inci;Fa*ing  the  army,  1755,  1756. 
changing  the  organiiatiun  of  the  Poat  Office  De- 
partment, 1769,  1770,  1850,  1851. 
changing  Ihe  mode  of  aelling  the  public  Und, 

1867. 
hill  for  ettabliahing  armorie*,  •rttnab^  be,  1883. 
report  on  public  Undt,  4655. 
Prenliai.  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  Ihe  patent  Uwa,  43. 

aboliiion  i>r  >Uvery  Ib  Ihe  DMrict  of  Cohimbif, 
664. 
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FrenliM,  Mr.,  on  ftdmiMion  of  klichtgan,  1019. 
admluion  of  ArktnMi,  10J4. 

Vermont  militia  bill,  1340. 
Pretton,  Mr.,  SoulL  Carolina,  on  inccndiarr  pubricktloni, 
ST.  33. 
bill  concerning  appeals  in  catca  under  (he  mt- 
nue  laws,  46. 

regulalioni  in  the  Senate  chamber,  65,  66.  6S. 
alanery  in  Disirict  of  Columbia,  78, 781,  806,  337. 

memorial  of  Cain  quarter [v  meeting,  99. 
aurplui  FEvrnor,  national  defener,  &c..  IIS. 

bill  for  the  reliefaf  aulfereti  by  the  New  York 
fire,  12S. 

Bmithaonian  legacy,  386,  1101,  1374,  1376,  1378. 

protection  of  the  frontiert,  465. 

purcliailng  Count  Bourtoulin'i  librarj',  578. 

forilGeution  bill,  614,  1454.  ISOJ,  1551.  1576, 
1910. 

Maine  aboliiion  retolulion*,  1113,  1119. 

ataiuary  for  (he  eaat  front  of  the  Capl'.ol,  1314, 
1315,  1317. 
,  announces  the  death  of  the  Hon.  R.  J.  Mannlnr, 

1384. 

defence  of  the  frontiers,  1386,  1392.  1436. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1403,  1408. 

afTairaof  Texas,  1414,  1416,  1417,  1536,  1871, 
1B73. 

appointing  additional  paymasters,  1463. 

increaiing  the  army,  1754,  1755,  1756,  1853. 

Foal  Office  bill,  1850. 

chantfing  the   mode  of  selling  tbe  public  land, 
1867. 

harbor  bill,  1930,  19S5. 

on  setting  apart  the  surplus  reTCnue  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  4638. 
Rirei,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 835,  S3B. 

tbe  expunging  rcaplulion,  981 . 

recognition  of  Ttxa^  1534,  1535. 

fortification  bill,  15SS. 

bill  tu  regulate  the  public  depoaile*,  1831. 

*ddre(a  on  the  death  of  Jttnes  Mailiion,  1911. 
Bobbins,  Mr.,  Bhode  Island,  on  national  defence,  566. 

Carey  and  Lea'a  History  of  Congress,  614. 

geoenl  appropriation  bill,  1413. 

bill  to  reward  the  rccaptors  of  tbe  frigate  Phila. 
delphis,  1647. 

resolutions  respecting  Narrtganaell  bay,  1787. 
Mobinson,  Mr.,  Illinois,  announce)  the  death  of  his  cot. 

league,  Mr.  Ksne,  7. 

on  tbe  navigation  of  the  Wabash,  566. 

Cumbertand  road,  634,  7i3,  734. 

Mr.  Clay's  land  bin,  1354,  1303,  J30J. 

bill  for  regtilating  the  public  depositrs,  1743. 

bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  selling  the  public 
land,  1669. 
Burglar,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  tha  Michigan  memorial,  387. 

Maine  abolition  reaolutiont,  1109,  1110,  1119. 

incendiary  publications,  1156,  1159. 

fortlEeation  btH,  1490. 

Patent  Office  hill,  1853,  1866. 

bill  for  or^nizing  the  navy,  1875. 
Sbeplej,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  regulation*  of  tbe  Senate  cham- 
ber, 09. 

District  of  Columbia,  468. 

national  defence,  572,  576. 

Mf«  keeping  of  the  journal,  977- 

receiving  specie  only  for  public  land,  137J. 

tbe  affairs  of  Texs^  1424. 

fbrtifieatian  bill,  1435. 

oates  of  Curry  and  Gwln,  1663. 

Northeastern  boundary  of  the  United  Statts,  1779. 

bill  for  orgtniiing  the  navy,  1873. 


Southard,  Mr.,  New  Jeraey,  on  the  KatHct  bank*,  104. 
resnlulion  for  national  defence,  350. 
Dlilrict  of  Coluinbia,  467.  468. 
Documentary  History  of  Distriel  of  ColuiBbla. 

498,499. 
report  on  printing,  591- 
bill  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  the  New  York  ftr«, 

782. 
admiasinn  of  Michigan,  1033. 
Pott  OfHce  aeeoimtf,  1049. 
renting  out  the  public  grounda  in  the  District  of 

Coltirobia,  1155. 
Mr.  Clay's  land  bill,  1313,  1313. 
nan  appropriation  bill,  1378,  1S98,  1436. 
amithsonian  lef;*<:r  '>')'•  ^376. 

Setwra't  appropriation  bill,  1403,  1413. 
ill  for  enllating  boys  into  the  naval  service,  1413. 
fortlRcation  bill.  1439,  1910. 
naval  academy,  1453. 
oaaea  of  Cutry  and  Gwin,  1666. 
bill  for  organiiing  the  navy,  1655,  1657,  1873, 

1673,  1874.  1B75. 
regulate  and  increase  the  ptf  of  the  offlcera  of 

the  marine  corpa,  1877. 
on  the  vetoed  bill  for  fixing  a  day  for  the  annual 

meeting  of  Congress,  1880. 
acknowledging  the  independence  of  Teaaa,  1918. 
SwifV,  Mr.,  Vermont,  onmemorialprsying  the abolitionof 
slavery  in  the  DIbtrict  of  Columbia,  300,  303, 
303,  513,  737. 
fortificatinn  on  Lake  ChampUin,  614. 
admission  of  Arkanaas,  1053. 
the  Western  frontier,  1426. 
Tallmsdge,  Ur.,New  York,  on  the  judicist  syttew,  64. 
regulations  of  th«  Senate  chamber,  69. 
silvery  in  the  Dittrict  of  Columbis,  50O. 
specie  psymenta,  999. 
regulate  the  public  deposltei,  1778,  1833. 
Tipton,  Hr.,  Indiana,  on  admitting  the  Michigan  Sena- 
tori,  36. 
the  Michigan  memorial,  283,  3S3,  385. 
resolutions  respecting  the  army,  386,  465,  466. 
CumberUnd  road.  616.  733.  735. 
admission  of  Michigan,  1008. 
bill  to  regulate  tbe  public  deposttes,  1786. 
Tomlinson,   Mr.,  Connecticut,  announces  tlie  death  of 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Smith,  4. 
announcea  the  death   of  Hr.  Wlklman,    of  lh« 

House  of  Repreientalives,  7. 
Major  Dade's  claim,  613. 
Humphrey  Ksraliall'i  oa-,  1781. 
on  the  pension  bill,  1939. 
Tyler,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  ilaver}-  in  tbe  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 89. 
bill  fiir  relief  of  lufferer*  by  the  New  York  firr. 


n  tlie  Dia(r4ct  of  Ce- 


1?6. 
bill  for  relief  of  the  cities  in 

lumbii,  466,  467,470. 
hii  rcs'gnaiion,  636. 
Wall,  Mr.,  New  Jeraey,  on  national  defence,  559. 
slavery  in  the  Diitrlel  of  Columbia,  579. 
Ohio  boundary,  784. 
removal  of  Dsvid  Mclviltr,  1165. 

regulate  the  public  drpovter,  1785. 
«tion  bill,  1905. 
,   Mississippi,   nn  i 

CDliimbIs,  690,  809. 
pre-emption  righli^  838. 
deposlte  banks  ^47. 
Missouri  l.nd  cIsiMi^  966. 
safe  keeping  ofthe  journal,  975. 
specie  payment^  1099. 
Maine  abolition  reiolulioni,  1116. 
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10  tho  8t>t«  of  Hiaoui, 


Wklkcr,  Mr.,  on  rtw 

1130,  1133. 

Mr.   cUy'»  Und  bill,  1173,  1173,  1175,    1383. 
I3B3,  1385.  1303.  1303,  1361. 
....      .    .      -.    .    .  .      J 

1535,  1526,  15^8, 


on  (onifflng  Lake  CbvkpUiD,  1199. 
rceornition  of  Ten*^  1386,  I*"' 

SroiihMman  le^cy  bill,  1377. 

harbor  bill,  1383. 

impaainK-a  duty  on  all  iroporUd  hamp,   1397, 

1399. 
mneral  appropriaticia  bill,  1401. 
alTainorTeia*,  1417,  1430,  1456,  1763. 
DiMrietorColumbit,  1449. 
AlabinuKnd  Hi'uMppi  hwe  pn  eenl.  fund,  1458. 
Indian  bill,  1463,  1463. 
Loularilk  and  PortUnd  eanal  bill,  1570,   1673, 

1673. 
Florida  banki,  1578. 
fortification  bill.  1583,  1587. 
bill  for  rtpilatin^  the  public  depotitn,  1644. 
pre-enplion  clainu,  1696,  1739,  1741, 
Micbic»n  Mhool  landa,  tee.,  173S. 
bill  for  Ktnilating  the  public  depnaitci,    1744, 

176*.  1767,  1776,  1782,  1785,  1786. 
ebanginsthe  mode  of  aelUni  the  pubUc  land,  1867, 

1868,  1870. 
bill  for  arganlaing  the  navy,  1874. 
the  r«loed  bill  fixing  a  dcy  for  the  annual  meel- 

inff  of  Congrtii,  1880. 
Webater,  Hr.,  UiMacbuielta,  on  a  reiolution  in  kUiIoo 

to  Ibe  late  fire  ia  Ncv  York,  13,  47,  103, 104, 

131,  134. 
filing  the  coituaei>oenient  and  cloae  of  the  aaaattKH, 

44. 
alanry  in  the  Diitricl  ofCoIuinbi*,  95,  BIO,  833. 
mcDKirial  of  Cain  quarterly  loeetinf,  100, 
Indian  hoatililie*,  103,  390. 
•urplui  revenur,  niticnil  defence,  be,  lit,  148, 

333, 

Earcbuinz  Count  Bourtoulin'a  library,  578. 
Ill  repFaline  certain  dutica  on  nnpvrti,  704. 
depcnite  ban\>,  839. 
mail  contract*,  848. 
petition  □n'roTewor  Lieber,  1198, 
railroad  contrecta,  1305,  1349, 
reiolution  for  receiTing  nothing  but  specie  for 

public  land,  1359,  1367,  1369. 
appropr'iaticnB  for  Florida  war,  1399. 
Ur.  CUy'a  land  bill,  1311. 
Kcneral  apprDprialion   bill,    1400,    1401,    1407, 

1409,  1413,  1414. 
•pprvpriationi  for  tbe  army,  1413. 
iheaffainofTeua,  1415,  1435,  1537. 
Diitriet  ofColumbia,  1450,  1453. 
AlpboDw  Wetmore'i  petition,  1458, 
Indian  bill,  145B,  1439. 
tnnafer  of  public  money,  147Q. 
defence  of  the  fronlien,  1511. 
Loulaville  and  Portland  canal  bill,  1573. 
fortifieatiun  bill,  1575,  1591,  IB77. 


Webaler,  Hr.,  on  bill  to  regulate  the  public  depoaltei^ 

1649. 1745,  1758,  1767, 1776, 1778, 1783,  1785. 

1743,  1S05,  185S,  1859. 
miutatemenli  in  the  Globe  newipiper,  1693. 
I      inctndiary  publications,  1731,  1731,  1736. 
on  Uiebigan  ichool  lanils,  he,  1739. 
the  Northeaitern  boundary  of  the  United  Stalei, 

1779. 
the  bank*  In  Florida,  1648,  1859. 
bill  for  organiimg  the  nary,  1874, 
■upplementary  depotitc  bill,  1913. 
letting  apart  thaaurplu*  revenue  for  the  defcnoa 

of  the  country.  4635, 
White,  Ur.,  Tenncaue,  on  sptculatbn*  in  Indian  eUimi^ 

103. 


electioneering  agenit,  178 

BuppreHlon  of  Indian  hottilitiea,  991. 

resululion  fi>r  national  defence,  391. 
"  national  defencp,  433. 

alavery  in  the  Diitricl  of  Columbia,  (S97. 

tpeeie  pnyment*,  1094. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1378. 

Mr.  CUy'i  land  bill,  1379,  1303,  1304,  1310. 

reminding  reaolution,  1437,  1884. 

fortlHeation  bill,  1438,  1433. 

Indian  bill,  1459,  1460,  1463. 

appropriations,  1730,  1739. 

to  regulate  Ihe  public  depotltel,  1859. 

proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  faror  of  acknowlet^ 
ing  Tests  a*  an  independent  State,  1877. 

Ihe  bill  for  duributing  Ihe  proceeds  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  4641. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  Tark,  on  a  memorial  In  behalf  of  Mf- 
fereri  by  fire,  46,  114,  116.  391,  783. 

on  thejudicisry  lyatem,  60,  61,  63. 

tlarery  in  the  Dltirlet  of  Columbia,  301.- 

District  of  Cotumbis,  470,  1451,  1453, 

Documentaiy  History  of  District  of  Columbia, 
499. 

national  defence,  534. 

depDiite  banks,  843,  1383, 

apecle  p«ymenl',  999.  1093,  1134. 

admitiion  of  Michigan,  1019, 

b.H  to  regulate  the  public  depoiiles,  1101,  1598, 
1544,  1693,  1743,  175B,  1764,  1765,  1769, 
1775,  1778,  1781,  1784,  1793,  1845, 

Mr.  Clay's  Und  bill,  1314,  1310. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1401,  1414. 

Indian  bill,  1459. 

transfer  of  public  money,  1476. 

foniBcalion  bill,  1479,  1904,  1910. 

extending  the  elitrtera  of  the  Dittriol  baak% 
1693. 

Uichiean  tchool  latuls,  &c,,  1738. 

changing  the  organiaatlon  of  Ihe  Post  Offle*  De- 
partment, 1771. 

Ihe  bill  to  anlieipate  the  payment  of  the  fndemnt- 
tiei  due  under  the  French  and  Neapolitan  trM- 


FfiToEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition,  1  repoK  on,  from  a  select  committee,  3756) 
concluding  with  three  reiolutiuna,  which  were 
agreed  to,  4051  to  4054. 

AJJoummeni,  a  joint  retolulion  from  Ihe  Senile,  pro- 
posing to  Bx  Ihe  day  of,  3345,  3317,  4080, 
4176,  4»J,  ii  was  resolred  to  adjourn  on  tlic 
4:h  of  July. 


African  coluniiaiion ;  a  meTiorlal  from  Penm^lranb, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  ol 
removing  free  negi-oes  tu  AFrics,  3696. 
I  a  joint  rrsoluiion  from  the  Senile,  propoflni 
to  grant  ration*  fnim  il>e  public  storei  to  sut> 
feren  in  Alabima,  4033)  agreed  to,  4050. 


yl^iOOglC 


INDKX  TO  TKB  UBflATM  IN  THB  KOBSI  OV  ItBPftinNTATIVIA 


AlfurdRnd  BruihoretoKltioD  lor  their  rclier,  9694.  arir, 

SSaii  B  bill  ordered  rev  their  rtl^r,  38S3. 
Amendmenti  to  the  conilitutioni  the  ehainmn  of  the 
committee  to  «hom  thii  lubiect  had  been  re- 
ferred reported  certain  reMlution*  nrupadn|r 
■mendmcnls  for  vhich  he  propoeed  to  mare 
lubitilnlei  vhen   Ihcy  (hould  be  ooniidered, 
30  J  5. 
AnendmenI  of  the  journal  propoeed,  in  rcUtion  to  mem- 
ben  refilling  to  role,  iOS7i  ne(r>ilved,  4063. 
Ant1-il(very  memorial  fmrn  Vermont,  3333. 
AppTDprialiotu  in  part  fnr  the  Mipport  of  the  Gnram- 
ment  for  Ihe  year  1336,  2173, 3340, 3346,  3368, 
3316,  3318|  paMed,  3339. 
in  addition  to  ihr  above  act,  4607t  paiaeil,  4fil0. 
for  Ihe  navy,  3180|  coniidercd,  SS04,  3668, 3780, 

3601,  Still  paaaed,  3319. 
for  the  Indian  departm«nl|  paaaed,  3367. 
(ot  the  army,  33?6t  paeMd,  3469. 
ArkuMUt  a  bill  for  admitlinjt  (bia  State  into  the  Union, 
36B8|  paMcd,  4394. 
•  wppleinenlkry  bill,  4309i  paaaed. 
Arundel  manuacripiii  the  Preiident  traramitaa  calaltfuc 
of  them  from  the  truateei  of  the  Britiah  Mute, 
um,  fiir  the  purpoae  of  beinf  placed  in  the 
Conirreaa  library,  3463. 
Banki  in  the  Dialrict  of  Columbiat  petitioni  for  the  ex- 
lennon  of  their  charter*,  3103. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  cbarlen  of  certain  banka  in 
the  DiMrict,  33t3t  piMra,  333S. 
Bank  of  the  United  BUteai  a  bill  to  repeal  the  14th  ac- 
tion of  the  act  of  incorporation,  3918,  33J9( 
pawed,  3340. 
Bank  loana  to  membcra  of  Con^eait  a  rewlution  pro- 
porinr  a  coromillee  to  inquire  into  the  aubject, 
4348)  agreed  to,  4349. 
additional  rciolutiana,  4605. 
Booki  to  membcra)  reaolution  proridlng  books  for  the 
new  memberi,  3147.  4308,  4338)  asreed  to, 
4539. 
a  reaolution  waa  oHered,  directing  a  aubicription 
for  three  hundred  oopiea  of  Elliot'a  Diplomatic 
Codet  laid  on  the  table,  4J39. 
«  reaolution  for  payment  of  certain  book«i  nCBa- 
(ived,  4633. 
BNMb  of  prinl^e,  oecarioned  by  aome  diiturbanee  by 
two  reportera,  438tt  reaolution  adopted  and  a 
eoiMMttce  appointed,  43S4)  report  of  Ihe  com- 
mittee, 4389,  dccii'on,  4323. 
CbapUin,  Rev.  Hr.  Stockton  elected,  3083. 
Chickaaaw  acbool  landai  a  bill  to  carry  into  eflect,  in  the 
Statei  of  Alabama  and  MiaaiMippi,  Ihe  exiiiing 
compaeU  within  thoM  Btatea  in  rrgard  to  the 
five  per  cent,  fund  and  the  acbool  reaervationi, 
4613. 
Choctaw  Indiana)  a  bill  fur  the  adjuatmeni  of  certain 

cliima  to  reiervationa  of  land,  3615. 
Combe*,  Leeliei  a  blil  for  bii  relief,  4386,-  paawd. 
ComiMree  and  navigation)  •  motion  to  print  10,000  extrm 
copiM  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury'a  report 
to  ConKTrai;  agreed  to,  4067. 
CompenMIion  to  mctaenfren)  reaolution  allowing  extra 

payi  paiied,  4633. 
Congreati  a  bill  from  Ihe  Senate  In  cbanKc  the  time  of 
meeting,  4136,  paiaed,  4139. 
a  reaolution  insirucling  the  Commitlee  on  Bn- 
rolled  BUIa  to  report  a  bill  Riitig  the  annual 
meeting  of  Congreia  on  the  lirat   Monday  in 
November)  agreed  to,  4533. 
a  bill  waa  reported  fur  the  above  ohjecr,  ordered 
to  be  engro9«ed  for  a  third  reaifing,  and  then 
-i,  4S38. 


Cotton)  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treauny  relating 

to  the  cultivation  and  mannfaeture  of  cotton, 

3735,  •  motion  for  printii^an  extra  Dumber  of 

copies  agreed  to. 

Creek  Indian*)  reaolution  on  the  expediency  of  adopting 

meaaurei  for  tbeir  tnmrdiale  removal,  3556. 
Cumberland  road)  a  hill  amendatory  of  the  act  for  con- 
tinuing the  road,  3596,  rejected,  4350. 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  the  CumberUod 
ra»d  in  the  Stales  of  Ohio)  Indian*,  aod  lUiMtia, 
4495;  paaaed,  4547. 
a  hill  for  continuing  the  road  real  of  the  river 

Ohio  waa  laid  on  the  table,  4548. 
Ihe  bill  to  continue  the  national  road  from  Vanda- 
K*  to  the  Mi*M*1ppi  river,  in  the  State  of  llli- 
noia,  wu  paaaed,  4549,  alao,  the  bill  tocontniue 
Ihe  same  road  from  the  If  iMiaaippi  river  to  Jef- 
ferson city,  in  tlie  State  of '"  ' 
4549. 
CuMom-houK  officer*)  the  Committee 

ported  n  joint  reeolution  pmpoHng  to  tiupeiid 
the  3d  aectionof  theactmekiiq^apprDpriatioiia 
for  the  espeMet  of  the  OovernBent  lor  Ihe  year 
1B35,  whieb  provide*  lliat  the  ntirober  of  coa- 
tom-houae  officers  on  Ihe  let  ofjanoary,  1S34, 
shallnot  be  increaaedantil  allowed  by  Coi^reaa, 
3146,  tliii  resolution  «ra*  pnt  iu  the  fom  of  a 
bill,  and  afterwarda  paaaed. 
Dancing  Rabbit  creek  treaty,   oiemoriala  reapecting, 

3466. 
Dauphin  county,  Peoniylvani*,  memorial,  aaking  an  ap> 
propriallon  for  removing  colored  penona  to  tho 
coast  of  Africa,  3779. 
Oepocitet  ot  public  money)  a  reaolution  offered  hy  Mr. 
Peyton,  propoting  that  the  bill  repotted  by  the 
Committee  of  Wayi  and  Hean^  to  regulate  the 
depoaite*  of  ihe  public  money  in  certain  local 
banki,  be  nude  the  epecial  order  of  the  day, 
and  have  preference  over  all  other  buaiocai^ 
certain  houra  every  day  (except  Fridays  avl 
~    Saturdays)  until  finally  dinraaed  of)  the  Hoow 
refused  to  auipend  the  rulea  for  this  purpcae, 
3096,  Uid  on  Ihe  Ubie,  4103. 
Depoaite  binksi  a  resolution  proposing  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  of  selecting  them,  he,  by  Ur.  Wiaei 
refused  to  be  considered,  3331. 
a  reMdution  by  Mr.  Dromgoole,  agreed  to  be  coo- 

aidered,  3344,  Uken  up,  3349. 

bill  in  reUtion  to  public  deposites,  3733, 4339) 

pa»ed,  4379.  »~.    ^         .         , 

supplemeoUl    depoaite    bill    from    the    Scnalei 

paaaed,  4613. 

District  businesB)  day*  proposed  to  be  *et  apart  for  Iht 

convderatkin  tliereof,  3013)  laid  on  the  table. 

taken  up,  3475,  and  sundry  acts  discuiMd  Md 

finally  p*Hed. 
bank*)  a  bill  from  the  Senate  lo  extend  the  char- 
tera  of  them,  4303,  4437)  passed,  45G0. 
Doorkeeper*)  Overton  Carr,  principal  doorkeeper,  aod 

John  W.  Hunter,  atMUnt,  1964. 
Document*,  publici  reaolution  to  supply  heada  of  De. 

partmcnta,  dc,  with  them,  4667. 
Duties  rcaotutiont  proposed  for  the  reduction  of,  433^ 
4446,  Ihe  House  refused  to  suspend  tbe  tulea 
to  consider  them. 
Duly  on  wines)  an  act  from  the  Senate  to  auspcnd  the 
discriminating  dulie*  on  goodi  imporled  in  ve*. 
acli  ot  pMrtugal,  and  to  reduce  llie  dut'iee  om 
winet,  4610. 
Election,  contiated)  (sec  OrtAam,  Jama  ) 
Kskrid^  and  Fisk,  s  bill  for  tbeir  relief,  passed,  3694. 
Executive  patronsge)  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Ist  *nd  3d  tec* 
tion*  of  the  act  litniiing  the  term  of  certain  of- 
fice* to  four  year^  3470;  not  passed. 
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Bipurgklion  of  the  jouniriii  rMoluUoM  of  the  Legula- 

lun  of  UiryUnd,  protcttiog  •gklnit  Ihe  espur- 

Katian,  ofTered,  333ii  Uiil  nvrr,  3333. 

Florid*.  1  rcaoluiion  fur  tlie  relief  of  lufTerert  in,  2438( 

poised,  3447. 

*  bill  lo  proviile  for  payment  of  the  espeniei  of 

the  war,  3811)  bill  paMed,  3820. 
a  reiolution  callinfc  on  the  President  (o  communi- 
cate all  the  tneuurp*  whicli  had  been  liken  lo 
•uppreai  Indian  hoalilitiei   in   Florida,   3830) 
agreed  to- 
Portifioatioiwi  a  bill  for  oollectiiiK  material!  preparatory 
lo  the  commencement  of  certain  forlificaliona, 
3171. 
Purlificalion  bill  of  lait  aeulmii  a  rcaolulion  proporing  lo 
refer  to  much  of  the  Preaident's  mesntce  ••  re- 
late* to  rt  to  a  aelect  committee.  3364,  3JeO. 
bill  making  appropriation*  for  foriificalioni  Tor 
the  rear  1836, 3594,  3733,  3363t  paaied,  4338. 
France  and  the   Unitrd   8(ale»(   a   meaaige  from    the 
Pretidenl,  3319. 
a  mevige  from  the  Prca-dent,  3605. 
awirda  under  the  treaty  with,  3799. 
neMage  from  the  Preudeot,  atating  llial  paTmenI 
of    four    inalftlmenta    under  our   treaty    «ith 
Prance  hid  been  receired,  3594. 
French  afluirti  a  rcaolulion  calling  on  Ihe  Preaident  for 
informalion  aa  to  the  amount  of  duliea  received 
on  winea  aod  lilka,  2518j  agreed  to- 
Graham,  Jimei,  from  North  Carolina)  hii  election  eon. 
teUed,  196J.  S63I,  3696,  3713t  debate  brnight 
to.  a  eonolunon,  3007;  reaolred,  that  neither 
eindidate  i«  entitled  to  a  aeiti  new  election  to 
lake  place, 
ililr.  Captain  Nathan)  a  memorial  praying  that  a  monu- 
ment be  erected  for  hia  aervicei  in  the  rerolti- 
lionary  army,  3134|  eonaidered,  3J37. 
Harbor  bilti  a  bill  making  additional  ippropriationa  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  For  certain  har- 
bon,  &e.,  4380)  paased,  4494. 
a  bill  making  additional  appropriationa  for  aame 
objecta.  4530i  pacied,  4«1I. 
Hafre  de  Gracei  a  memorial  praying  for  a  removal  of 
the  obalnictionaat  or  near  Ihe  head  of  the  bay, 
3698. 
Hittorical  Society;  the  uae  of  the  hall  granted  to  them 

for  their  meeting,  3387. 
Incendiary  publication!)  an  inquiry  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Poat  Office  whether  they  would  toon  re- 
port on  thia  aubject,  34SJ. 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  the. Poat  Office 
eipreaa  their  readiocH  to  report  on  Ihia  aub- 
Ject,  39U. 
Indian  afhini  (aec  Prtiidml'i  nettaga.) 

boatilitieai  a  bill  providing  for  volunlcert  for  tbe 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  3783(  bill  paaaed, 
3830. 
annuity  bill,  3367)  paaaed. 

rcBolution  to  auapend  the  lale  of  a  part  of  the 
public  landi  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Babbit  creek,  3461;  paaaed. 
Ircatiei)  a  bill  making  appropriationa  to  c^rry  into 
efTcci  certain  Indian  treaties  4501,  4549)  bill 
paaaed,  4567. 
retolulion  calling  on  Ihe  Preaident  for  the  aame 
inrormalion  in  relation  to  Ihe  Cherokee  treaty 
lately  ratified,  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Senate,  4504;  agreed  lo,  4«38. 
hotliliticai  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  Ihe 
aoppreaiion  of  Indian  bDitilijiet,  and  for  other 
purpoaex,  4368i  paaaed. 
frauda  and  hoalilitiea)  reaolutioo  founded  on  a  mc- 
murial  of  citiiena  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  re- 


■pecting  alleged  frauda  In  Ihe  parcbata  of  rei- 

ervationa  of  landa  from   the   Creek  Indtan^ 

4573)  agreed  to,  4605. 
Inundated  Itnda)  a  joint  rcaolulion  repoited,  direclir^  n 

•urvej  of  landa  of  thla  deacription  on  the  Hia- 

Hiaippi  and  other  rivera,  3300. 
Jackioa  city;  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Jackaon  Citv  Aaao- 

ciation  in  the  DIatrict  of  Columbia,  300S)  bill 

laid  on  tbe  table.  3005. 
Jania,  Jean  Baptiate)  a  bill  for  hii  rclieT,  4386|  pMMd, 

4389. 
Judicial  i^ilemi  an  act  aupplementary  to  the  act  lo 

amend  the  judicial  ayalem,  4610. 
Kane,  Hon.  Eliai  K.,  trom  Illincriai  hi*  death  announoe^ 

1958. 
Kentucky  Aaylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb;  a  reaolutlon 

directing  tbe  Judiciaiy  Commiitee  to  inquii* 

into  the  expediency  of  grantinr  lo  the  inatUii' 

tion  liirther  time  fur  the  wie  oMta  land*,  3736. 
Landi)  a  bill  to  graduate  the  price  of,  3133|  laid  on  Um 

table,  3496. 
rewilution  in  relation  to  frauda  under  tbe  |ir«- 

cmplion  lawa,  3517)  agreed  In. 
retolutiona  of  the  Legialalure  of  Kentucky,  for  Ih* 

dlatributjon  of  the  procceda  of  the  aalei  of  pub- 
lic landa  among  the  aevcral  Slatea,  3893,  3331|  . 

poatponed)  Uken  up,  3331,  3580,  3SjO|  laid 

on  the  table,  3863. 
rcaolulion  inatructing  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 

yeana  to  introduce  a  bill  fur  the  purpoae  of 

diaiributing  the  proeeeda  of  Ihe  aale  ol  publio 

landa,  3301 . 
bill  received  from  the  Senate  to  appropriate,  for 

a  limited  limr,  Ihe  proeeeda  of  tbe  aale  of  pub' 

lie  lands  among  Ihe  aeveral  Statca.  3580,  3617, 

3679,  3B6i,  4195,  4333. 
Land  Office;  a  bill  torcorganiae  the  General  Land  OOlce, 

4606)  piaied,  4609. 
Latham,  Jamea)  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  bia  heira,  3643, 

3645. 
Letcher,  R.  P.,  and  T.  P.  lloore;  a  bill  for  their  relief. 

4191;  ordered  to  be  engnMacd,  4194. 
Levia,  Hon,   Dixon  H.,  a  member  tttim  Alabama,  took 

hia  >eat,  3698. 
Light-houara;  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  building 

ligfat-bouaea,  &e.,  4494;  bill  paaaed,  4535. 
Ijmitatlon  of  Ihe  term  of  office;  a  biR  to  repeal  the  firat 

two  tectiona  of  the  act  for  limiting  the  term  of 

office,  3634. 
McCarroll,  John)  a  bill  for  hia  relief,  4176. 
HcClellaod  and  Smith,  a  bill  fur  their  relief,  4176) 

Hadieon,  Jamea,  cs  Preaident  of  Ihe  United  Btatra)  hii 
death  announced,  by  General  Jackaon,  Jn  a 
roeaaage  to  CongreM,  4563. 
a  Joint  committee  of  the  i  wo  Houaea  appointed  to 
conaider  and  report  by  what  token  of  rcapect 
and  affection  it  may  be  proper  to  espreaa  tfaa 
aenaibiiity  of  tbe  nation  on  thia  event,  4565. 
repnrt  on  thia  aubject,  4577. 

Hail  eoniracii)  a  joint  rcaolulion  for  altering  Ihe  time  of 
making  mail  conlraeta,  3495;  agreed  lo. 

Manning,  tbe  Hon.  Hichard  J.,  from  South  CaroKna; 
hia  death  announced,  3463. 

Marahall,  late  Chief  Juittce  United  Slate*)  rcaolulion 
pmpoaing  a  marble  buat  lo  hia  mrmoT]-,  to  be 
placed  in  the  chamber  of  the  Supreme  Court) 
agreed  t^  ntm.  ran.,  3537. 

Maryland  rraolutiona;  joint  reiolutioni  of  the  Legiahtiire, 
recommending  the  diatribuliun  among  the 
Statet  of  the  proeeeda  of  the  public  landa, 
4177)  ordered  to  be  laid  on  tbe  Ubie  and  print- 
ed, 41B6. 
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Membert,  tM  of,  1M3. 

HexiMn  »(h\ni  reMluiioni  ctllii^  on  Uie  Prci'tdcnt  (or 

inrorntition,  3733. 
Hiehipn,  the  conilituliim  of,  90T7. 

on  it*  RrpreMFitatire  taking  liii  Mat,  3(03. 
Mining  Company,  moluiicmt  retprating,  3143. 
memoriii  from  Ihe  Lcgiildure  at  Hichigin,  3145. 
Mich-pa  and  Arkituut  billi  to  pravict*  for  their  idiDta- 

uon  H  Siilti,  49001  puKd,  4394. 
(Upplementary  billi  to  do.,  4309. 
MUiliii  a  reaolution  of  the  Leg^iliture  of  Ne*  Yurk,  w 

the  tubjcot  of  a  rcornniailion  of  the  militia, 

2767. 
MiFita^  and  other  roadat  a  bill  naking  apprapriitioni 

for  certiin  Tnilitary  and  other  rwda,  4501)  laid 

on  the  Ubir,  4548. 
Mint!  ■  tBCBage  from  the  PreiidenI,  endoaing  the  di< 

reetnr'i  report,  3363. 
MiaaMppi)  a  bill  to  coatinue  the  national  road  froio  the 

Hiai'mippi  river  to  Jeffcnon  citv,  in  HiHouri, 

4501i  Ciee  Cambtrland  road.) 
tlrn\  appropriailonii  (see  Jppn/rriatiimt.') 
Naval  aervice  bill)  ((ce  Jpproprialiaru.') 
Navyt  reaolulion  inatructing  the  Cammitiee  on  Naval  Af. 

fain  to  inqiiire  into  the  exprdiency  or  increaa- 

inj  the  navil  furce  In  commiaaion,  3160. 
Newland,  Dividi  reiolution  propoaing  to  allow  him  pay 

Tor  cooteuinir  the  elrotion   of  Ifr.  Orabam, 

3015. 
report  in  favor  of  paying  David  Newlaitd,  3064) 

■greed  to,  VAO. 
Naw  York)  (aee  Sufftrtn  byjlrt.) 

Trarie*  Union,  the  memarial  of,  3696. 
Ohio  and  Michigan  boiindaryt  a  report  and  reaolulion  on 

the  (iibjecl,  3667i  agreed  to,  3668. 
a  bill  from  the  Senile  to  eaiabliih  the  northern 

iMiundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 

for  the  adniMon  of  llichigan  into  the  Union, 

3317;  paiaed,  4394. 
do.  to  Kttle  and  ealabliah  the  northern  boundary 

of  Ohio,  4309,  piated,  4313. 
Order,  po'nti  of,  1966,  1967,  1968,  1969,  1970,  1971, 

1973,   1974,   1977,   1987,    1991,    1996,    1998, 

1999,  3017,  2138,-  3139,    3131,  2134,  8137, 

3178,  3319,  3354,   9365,  3367,   3368,  33®, 

S38I.  3383,  3384,   3385,  3393,  3894,  3315, 

3317,  3437,   34*7,  2497,   3533,  2534,  3535, 

333S,  3539,  2556,   9607,  3638,  3639,  3640, 

3657,  3658,  3660,  3661,   3662,  36S5,  2686, 

3717,   3737,  2760,  3968,  3984,  3986,  3987, 

3005,  3006,   3333,  3298,  3300,  3339,  4038, 

4039,  4030,  4031,    4032,  4050,  4051,  4053, 

4053,  4055,  4057,   4059,   4060,  4061,  4063, 

4081,  4213,   4596,  4597,   4600,  4613,  4615. 
Patent  Officii  a  bill  to  promote  the  progrcaa  of  the  uae- 

ful  artf,  &c.,  4609,  puied,  4611. 
Payntaatera  of  the  army,  a  bill  fur  appointing  three  addi> 

lional  onea,  4115, 
Pay  and  mileage,  a  bill  lo  «*labliah  a  more  nnirorni  rule 

of  cumpuling  (he  mileage,  be.,  4194. 
Peamylraiua  avenue,   a  reaolutton  directing  it  to  be 

watered,  be.,  3461;  laid  onihe  table,  3465 
Penaion  tawig  ■  reaolution  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency 

of  ez'ending  the  provliiont  of  Ihe  act  of  1833, 

2525|  agreed  to. 
billai  a  number  of  bill*  in  relation  la  penaiona 

taken  up  and  ptaard,  4284. 
ayaieni;  t  bill  to  extend  it,  4338,  paiKd,  4339. 
Fra  Patch  island;  a  hill  In  lecure  llie  title  lo  Ihe  Unitjtd 

Slate*,  3336,  taken  up,  3708,  4068|  laid  on  the 

table,  4175. 
Peniacola  and  Perdido  railroadj  a  bill  to  luthoriae  the 

conilruclion  of  the   road  tbroagh  tbe  public 

landt,  3963. 


Poliab  »>leii  a  hill  to  amend  an  act  granting  landi  to 

certain  exilei  from  Poland,  4103. 
Portugueae  dutiea,  (aee  PrttvUnP*  ntttaigti.') 
Pott  Offleei  reaolution  reapeeting  It*  management,^4Sa. 
reaolution  reapeeting  ila  management,  97J3. 
a  bill  lo  change  the  organ'iation  of  the  Poet  OSca 

Department,  3779,  paiaed,  4135. 
Post  Toulea,  a  bill  (ur  Ihe  ealabllihment  of  certun  poll 

route*,  be,  SSll,  paned,  4538. 
Potonao  bridge)  a  joint  reaolution  for  repairing  i^  4140; 

Fire  Tniurence  Company  i  a  bill  to  amend  ibc  char- 
ier, 44B9. 
Preieniatian  of  peiitioni,  amotion  to  auipend  tbe  rulc^ 
in  order  lo  allow  auch  petitioni  to  be  preaenied 
at  thall  nut  be  obJECted  lo,  3396. 
Pretident'a  annual  mertace  received,  194S(  referred  to 
eomll>itlee^  1964. 
metiage,  with  report*  from  the  Secretariet  of 
Slate  and  War,  on  llie  boundary  queatioii  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Uic>iigan,  3178. 
meaaage  informing  ihe  Houae  that  Great  Britain 
had  offered  iti  mediation  for  the  ailjuttnwnt  of 
our  ditpute  with  France,  3503. 
meiaage  on  Indian  affaira,  3519. 
metitge  on  Portugueae  dulira,  3667. 
meange  rrUting  to  Ibe  treaty  of  limits  wilb  Mexi- 
co, 3509. 
measage  Mating  that  tbe  fuiir  inrtalmenl*  under 
the  treaty  with  France  had  been  received,  SS94. 
meisage  in  relation  to  the  Potomac  bridge,  4139. 
Printert  to  tlte  House,  Menn.  Blair  &  Rivet  elected, 

194B. 
Proleat  of  Meaira.  Oirland,  Glatcock,  tnl  Robertaon, 
on  a  portion  of  the  reaolution  adupted  on  the 
aubject  of  alavery,  3503. 
Receanon  of  tbe  Diatrict  of  Columbia)  a  reaolution  in- 
ttructing  the  Commiitee  on  the  Diitrict  to  in-  . 
quire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  receding  aaid  Dia- 
trict, 3697)  the  auipcnaion  of  the  ml ea  to  allow 
Ihe  motion,  refiiaed. 
Repreaenlaiivra'  hall,  leave  aaked  to  oRWr  a  propotitioa 
for  a  committee  to  aaeerlain  whether  a  beiier 
hall  fur  legiilttioo  cannot  be  provided,  3617; 
leave  refuKd. 
Retrenchment* j  reaolulion*  fur  making  them  in  the  aer- 
eral  DFparimcnta,  proposed  to  tbe  Houte,  3335) 
not  received. 
Revenue  lerviec,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  coRipemBtion  of 
officer*  of  the  revenue  cutler*,  4305)  pMwd, 
4906. 
Rule*  of  the  Houtej  a  motion  to  amend  them,  to  at  to 
require  the  Commiitee  of  Way*  and  Heana  to 
report  tbe  general  appropriation  bill   wilbin 
thirty  day*  oflhe  commencement  of  every  aca- 
aion,  1949)  agreed  to  in  the  form  of  initrue- 
tiona  to  the  commiitee  for  reporting  tlbe  tulea, 
1957. 
Rule*,  on  the  niipenaion  of,  3487. 


named,  3364,  paiaed. 
Schmuck,  Ellen  Abeini  a  bill  granting  her  a  pcntion, 

4289. 
Seerataryof  the  Treaaury'*  annual  report  received,  1948. 
Seminole  hustilitlra,  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 

repreuing  them,  3138,  taken  up,  3180;  patnd. 
a  bill   making  additional  appropriation!,  3358) 

pitaed,  3360. 
a  bill  fur  the  payment  of  volunteera  and  mililia 

cnrpii,  3733ipaBied. 
3ergeant-at-irm*,  lloderick  Doraey  elected,  1960. 
Slavery  in  the  Diatrict  of  Colamblt)  petitiont  on  Ili«  aub- 

ject,  1961,  1906,  3607. 


yl^iOOglC 


mix  TO  TBI  DUATBI  IN  tRB  B0D»  OT  KETRUUtTlTITU.' 


Bnltb,  Hon.  Kklban,  from  ConiKCticul)  b!i  dcMh  in- 1 
nounccd,  1949. 

Bmitb,  J«K,  and  others  ■  bill  for  relief  of,  34S9i  tntMd, 
2S43.  *^     ■ 

Bmithaon*!)  IrgMrt  a  notion  to  print  «  hi^^  numbtr  of 
R  report  on  (he  lubjcct,  333At  'mended  uid 
■ffreed  lo,  3337. 

SUndin;  commiltera  appointed,  \9S9. 

Bpmini  ■  bill  for  orrrinK  into  (Beet  ■  convention  vilh, 
3U1,  3681,  S7U)  puKd. 

Speiker,  Jamet  K.  polk,  from  TenneiMe,  electei), 
1945|  bri  addrcM. 

Suflcrcri  by  Hre  *t  New  Yorki  nporl  and  document*, 
and  ■  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  njirercn,  ISQlg 
taken  up,  3339|  piMd,  3705. 
a  bill  anendfclory  of  the  abOTe  act,  S117ipaMcd, 
3119.  "^ 

BufTeeert  in  Floridn  (tee  JbnVo.) 

Surplua  revenue)  (ace  Laadt.) 

Tatum,  Nalhinirl  P.|  a  bill  for  bit  relief,  3746i  piwed. 

TeancaKc  penilonrrii  a  bill  providing  Tor  the  payment 
of  certain  pennonert  a(  Puliaki,  in  Tennnaer, 
2677)  paved. 

Territorial  bill*,  a  reaoluiion  propodnff  to  flx  lh«  lime 
r»r  coniiderin^  them,  3334. 

Tcu*)  a  memorial  from  Ohio,  prajinit  Congreai  lo  rtc- 
ogniie  (be  independence  of  Teni,  4080. 
memorial  from  Naabrillr,  in  Tenneoec,  4499| 
and  a  reuilution  propotlng  an  appropriation  for 
the  DulRt  and  wlary  of  a  minialcr  lo  Tezaat  laid 
on  tba  table. 
reioiutiona reported,  declaring  lliat  ihe  independ- 
ence of  Texai  oii^t  to  be  acknowledged 
whenever  latJaraetor?  inftninalion  baa  been  re- 
ceived that  a  (nceenful  Government  ii  in  op- 
eration! •greed  lo. 

Topofraphical  engineert4  ■  bill  for  tbeir  belter  oreani- 
—^-1,8173. 

clerkaand  a  mcMcngei.  ._.  _. 

Tradct  Unioni  memorial  aiking Congreaa  to  regukla  Ihe 
boar*  of  labor,  9S90. 

Uitltad  Statet  and  Uex'woi  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  of  limit*, 
ke.,  37S3. 

Voluntcerai  a  bill  lo  provide  p»ment  nf  rolunleera  and 
milifa  In  Iheaervice  of^lhe  United  Slalct,  2i7J. 
do.  authoriiing  the  Preildent  lo  accept  of  vohin- 
teer^  3333,  5330,  patted,  3375. 

Wartington,  Geofffet  »  bill  anthoriing  the  ofBcera  of 
the  Waibinglon  Monument  Society  to  erecl  a 
monument  to  bi*  mrmory,  4490. 

Wwt  Point  Academyi  a  reaoluiion  propoiing  the  ip- 

piHntment    of  a   commiltce  to  Inquire   whal 

amendntenli^  If  any,  are  expedient  lo  be  made 

to  the  lava  of  Ihe  inatilotian,  kc,  3191,  9682. 

a   bill  makiriK  >p  propria  lion  a  fdr   ihe   Hilitin 


for  ilf  defence,  349J,  3il0t  bill  pasted,  3548. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  ita  better  protecllor,  3593; 
paaMd,  S7S6. 

Wbilnej,  Beuben  M.|  a  renilutlon  offVred  by  lilr.  Wite, 
propuaing  the  ■ppointmeiit  of  a  lelect  eommit- 
tee  lo  inquire  into  the  mo>te  nf  aclecling  banki 
of  depoailr,  and  into  (be  coDtracIl  by  which 
lhe;r  a^e  reguUied,  and  to  inquire  into  the  coa- 
nesion  which  eiiti*  between  R.  H,  Whitney 
and  the  Treaaurj  Department,  nr  brtveen  him 
and  aaid  bank)  of  depntiteii,  Etc  ,  3095i  the 
Houie  refuMd  to  niipend  ihe  rule*  to  take  up 
the  reaolutian. 

Whitiletey,  Thomai  T.,  from  Connccti-  n*,  took  hi*  wai. 


to  aupply  tba  place  of  Salmon  Wildman,  dc- 

eeaaed,  3460. 
Wildman,  Hon.  Zaimon,  from  Connecticut  ■  hiadealb  an* 

TKHinced,  1958. 
Wieeontin  Territoryi  the  bill  for  etiabliihing  the  Terri- 

InriM)  Oovernmcnt  thereof,  3090,  3301,  3330, 

SSOSt  paiaed. 
Teaa  titd  nay*,  on  quealion*  in  relation  lo  the  abolition 

of  alivrryin  the  Uidrict  of  Coiumbit,  isei. 

1963,  1987,   1997,  3076.  3077,   3136,  3179, 

3230,  3S3B,  S3I5,  3330,  3483,  3498  10*3301, 

3535,  3608,   3630,  3658,  3059,  3660,   3663, 

3695. 
Ihe  conatilution  of  Uichi^n,  3090,  3101. 
the  Repreienl alive  of  Michigan  taking  hi*  aeat, 

3103. 
banki  in  the  Ditlrict  of  Columbia,  3103,3111, 

3137. 
Michigan  mrmorial,  3159,  3160. 
reaoluiion  in  favor  oTincreaiing  the  navy,  3t6B- 
Inking  up  appropriation  bill*,  3j58. 
forliflcalion  bill  oriaat  lenion,  2437. 
reaoluiion  for  relief  of  uifTerers  in  Florid*,  3447. 
coniideriog  the  report  on  (he  rule*  of  the  Houtr, 

3484. 
apprnprialion  bilTi,  3486,  3487. 
bill  for  rrl-er  Ilf  Ihe  fufrtrrr*  't  New  York  by 

Bre,  3637,  S63S.  3668,  3704. 
do.  louehing  Ibe  limilalion  of  the  term  of  olBcr, 

3634. 
bnundiry  line  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  3680. 
Weal  Piiint  Military  Academy,  3683. 
conteited  eirctinn  of  Ur.  Graham,  3686,  3688, 

3759,  3865,  3880,  3887,  3008  tn  3014- 
reoeanon  of  ih«  Diitrict  of  Columbia,  3697. 
memorial  from  Dauphia  county,   Pcnnqilvani*, 

3779. 
bill  for  repealing  I4th  teclion  of  the  act  Ineorpc- 

rating  the  Dank  of  Ihe  United  Stale*,  3934, 

3935. 
au*pending  Ihe  rule*  of  the  Hooie  to  cooHder 

Mr.  Wiie'*  rc*olulion  in  rcUtlon  to  the  employ. 

ment  of  Iteuben  M.  Whitney,  and  Mr.  Peyton'* 

propoting  that  tbc  bill  la  reguUle  Ihe  public 

depoaitei  in  eerliin  local  bank*  be  made  iha 

upretal  order  of  Ibe  d*y,  and  have  preference 

over  all  other  buaineaa,  5096,  3120. 
bill  irnduating  the  price  of  public  land*,  3319, 

3495. 
on  a  motion  to  lu^pend  the  lule*  (o  tuke  up  a 

rr*o1ution  in  relation  to  depoailei  of  public  mo- 
neys by  Mr.  Wi*e,  3230. 
nn  ■  iimitar  motion,  by  do.,  3344 
Mr.  Dromgoolc'i  reioluiion  direct'ng  the  Srerc- 

tary  ofthc  Treasury  tii  communicate  full  infer. 

mat'ion  of  Ihe  iranner  of  aetecling  bank',  he., 

3344. 
navy  appropriation  bi1),  34T4. 
the  bill  for  ihe  rtllrrof  the  cotprratc  citirt  ofil  a 

Didrict  of  Columbia,  3SG8, 3730,  3732. 
bill  for  the  defence  of  the  Wealem  frontier,  3M1> 

3547. 
Kentucky  reaoluiion*  retpcclifg  the  public  lands, 

3863. 
*  report  on  abolition,  4030,  4031,  4051,  4053. 
the  tuipena'on  of  Ihe  rule*  lu  lake  up  Ihe  bill*  lo 

e*l>bliih  the  b^  undiry  line  ofOliin,  Sec,  4186. 
amendment*  lo  and  on  ihe  paatage  uf  Ihe  abtve 

bills  4:90  lo  4394. 
bill  for  appropriillng  prncreda  of  public  land*, 

4333. 
the  depPHle  bill,  4371,  4378,  4379. 
harbnr  bill,  4331,  4533,  4534,  4611. 
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TcH  •nd  ntyp,  on  Cumberiind  roctl  bill,  4Si7.  |  Ycu  md   m;i,  on  rctolutioni  iMpeetlnK  bank   hMiH 

bill  inikinir  further  approprulion*  for  curyinit  I  to  memben  of  ConprtH,  MOd. 

into    cfTrol     eerlkin     Indian     Imtiei,    U67,  on  (BknowledrinK  (ha  indcMndcDce  of  Ten*. 
M68.                                                                       1  4633. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SPEAKERS 
IN  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  HEPRe'sentAT(VE3,  ALPHABBTICALLT  ARRANGED. 


Adaini,  Hr.,  Hiu^ehuiieita,onin>endin|f  Iherulei,  1949, 
1933,  1955,  195?. 
on  lUnrj  in  ihe  Distric',  1996, 3000. 313S,  3139, 
3135,   3I6B,  3319,   3340,  3314,  3316,  9317, 
3331,  3534,  3607. 
Ihe  Oliio  boundiry,  3043. 
cnnilllulion  of  Micrii^n,  3093. 
niilricl  bank*,  3116,  3130. 
Remlnole  hostilities  3139,  3359,  3737.  3733. 
United   Slatei  and   Meiicn,  3143,  3144,  3733, 

3734. 
ptrtial  kppropri*tion  bill,  3173. 
fnrtiHoition  h  II  of  lut  MHiofl,  3364,  3.265,  3367, 

3368,  3369. 
the  tppropriition  billa,  3468. 
exccniive  pHtronigr,  3471,  347r. 
French  iffairi,  3519,  36D6. 
penaion  bwi,  3536. 
the  contested  election  or  Hr.  Gr*liiro,  36 JS,  ! 

3987,  3988,  2989. 
on  Ihe  cultivation  and   manurtcture  of  cotton, 

373J, 
relief  i>r  Airord  and  Bruih,  3883. 
memorial  from  the  1'radra  Union,  3391. 
Hank  of  the  United  Stales,  3930. 
Wiscuniln  Territory,  3094. 
•ufFerera  by  lire  in  New  York,  3117,  3119. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3369,  3330. 
^itl   for  Kcc«plance  of  volunteer*,  3353,   3354, 

3374. 
depoaite  banka,  3354. 
defence  of  the   Wutern  frontier,  3519,  3531, 

3764,  3766. 
remark*  on  ■  paraf^raph  in  the  Globe  reapeclinK 
ihe  treaty  far  the  Soulhweatern  frontier,  3579. 
naval  appniprialion  bill,  3615. 
forliecnlion  bill,  3668. 
misrepreaentali[>ni  enrrectrd  in  relation  to  the 

Florida  treaty  in  1S19,  3701. 
Hex'can  affair*,  3733,  3903. 
Post  Office  Deparlmcni,  37B3,  4113,  4133. 
abolition  report,  4038,  4039,  4030,  4031,4033, 

4050,  4053. 
allowing  ration*  to  Butferen  In  Alabsn»,  4036. 
■meiKllnic  Ihe  journal,  4057,  4059,  4060,  4061, 

4063,  4063. 
a  deciiion  of  Ihe  Chair,  4091,  4096,  4103. 
convention  with  Spain,  4115,  4176. 
bill  to  chaii^  Ihe  time  of  meeting  of  Confreia, 

4138. 
Indian  annuities  4174. 
Ihe  admi*<ion  of  Michigan  and  Arkanaa*,  4308, 

4351,  4360,  4306. 
on  a  breach  uf  privilp)^,  4383,  4383,  4331. 
Oliio  boundary  bill,  4309,  4310. 
depuaiie  bi|i,  43 16,  4350,  4159. 
inquiring  into  bjnk  loan*  to  member*  of  Coii- 

grean,  43 '13. 
priiitlnfc  Ihe  constilulions  of  the  atieial  Staler, 
4349. 


I   Indian   treatiea,   4501,   4503,   4504, 
I  Hr.  Hadlion'a  death  being  announced. 


Adama,   Mr.,   oi 
4549. 

4564. 

Indian  frauds  and  hDatllltiet,  4584. 
admlaiion  of  Arkansas  Into  the  Dniun,  467T. 
Allan,  Hr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  pension  hv*,  3535. 
on  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  3893. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3989. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3340. 
rortifieaiion  bill,  3904,  4175. 
penaion  bills,  4384. 
Anthony,  Mr.,  Penn«ylvani*,  on  the  appropriation  bill^ 
3469. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3731,  3963, 

398d. 
Seminole  hostilitie*,  3733. 
Post  Office  Department,  4133. 
admission  of  Hlchigan  and  ArkanMu,  4310. 
depoiite  bill,  4339,  4350,  4351,  4359. 
Ash,  Mr.,  Pennsylvinia.  on  the  deposite  bill,  4368. 

harbor  bi1>,  4485. 
Aihiey,  Ur.,  Hisaouri,  on  the  Uichigan  Mining  Compa- 
ny, 3143. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3333. 
the  eeneral  appropriation  bill,  3369,  3385. 
bill  for  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  3335,  3339, 

3553,  3368. 
fortilicailan  bill,  4175,  4335. 
harbor  bill,  4388,  4389,  4390. 
military  and  ulher  roada,  4501. 
Beale,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  drprsite  bill,  4^68. 
Besrdatey,  Hr.,  Stw  York,  nn  slavery  in  the  Dialrict, 
1971,1973,  1975,  1979,1987,3038, 
the  Itrpresentative  of  Michigan  taking  hie  seal, 

3103. 
Ulalrict  banks,  3109,  3114,  3115,  3119,  3190. 
mrmorial  fiom  Michigan,  3145.  3146,  3155. 
BulToen  by  fire  at  New  York,  3310. 
the  comcted  .eleetion   of  Mr.   Graham,   3648, 

3961. 
meroorid  fripm  Trades  Union,  3891. 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  3933. 
Beaumont,  Ulr.,  Pennaylvanla,  on  the  fortification  bill, 

3989. 
Bell,  Mr..  TenneaMe,  on  slavery  in  the  Diilr^l,  1968. 
the  amendment  of  Ihe  rtilcB,  2180. 
naval  apprnprialiimp,  3181. 
the-  appropriation  billi,  3344,  3504,  3505,  3506, 

3516. 
executive  pilronage.  3470,  3473,  3475,  3476. 
conlestfil  Election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3633,  3639, 

2633. 
nsTil  service  bill,  3817,  3307,  4673. 
amending  Ihe  coniiiiutio»,  3015,  3016,  3017. 
general  appropriation  bill.  3343,  3346. 
army  appropnallon  bill,  3376,  3391. 
sutpendlng  the  aale  of  part  of  Ihe  land  acquirad 

by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  3461 . 
derence  of  the  We«tern  frontier,  3530,  3788. 
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Brll,  Ur.,  on  ChooUw  e1«hn«,  3615. 

Poit  Office  Deparlmeni,  3785,  SSIff,  4134. 

Induin  ippropnation  bill,  4067. 

on  ■  deciilon  of  the  Chair,  4099. 

IndUn  innu'tiei,  4136,  4140,  4174,  4175,  41B7, 

4190. 
to  atler  the  time  or  mre1in|;  of  Congreta,  413B. 
breach  of  priviteirf',  4383. 
deponitc  bill,  4339. 
the  harbor  bill,  4591,  4437,  4533. 
on  Tccoftniainf  the  independence  of  Teiaa,  4449. 
Indian  Irealiei,  4566. 
Indian  fraudi  and  boMililiea,  4580,  45SJ. 
'    tbemiMontoOliioandUichifin,  4663. 
Bond,  Hr.,  Ohio,  onihacDnititutianaf  Hichinn,  a09l. 
Po«t  Office,  3486. 
Bank  oflbe  United  Stalci,  3937, 
the  JackMn  eitj  bill,  3004. 
WbeoiHin  Territory  bill,  3330. 
Ecnertl  appropriatioB  bill,  3319. 
bill  for  (he  acceptance  of  TolunCeeri,  3333, 
depoeite  banki,  3357,  3403. 
bill  for  relief  of  Letcher  and  Hoore,  4193. 
Boon,   Hr.,  Indiina,  on  frauilt  under  Itie  preemption 

Uv,  351 S. 
French  afTatra,  S606. 
Bank  of  the  United  SUlea,  39J4. 
Penaaeola  and  Perdido  railroad,  3964. 
Wiaconaia  Territory  bill,  3333. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3330. 
bill  far  the  acceptance  of  rolunteert,  3374. 
diriaion  of  the  public  laivl*,  3518. 
depoiite  bank*,  3707. 
a  drclaion  of  the  Chair,  4103. 
bill  in  faror  of  Pulitb  exile*,  4103. 
pemion  bilh,  4381. 
fortification  bill,  4318. 
inquiry  into  bank  )u»n(  to  membert  of  Congrcti, 

4348,4349. 
harbor  bill,  4533. 
Indian  treaiie*,  4566. 
Indian  frauda  and  hoatililie^  4589,  4603. 
Bouidin,  Mr.,  Virfinia,  on  (hverr  in  the  Diatrict,  1976, 

S0O3,  3169,  3334. 
the  DiitHct  bank*,  3104,  3108,  3113. 
•ufferinita  in  PUrida,  S443. 
do.  by  Bre  in  New  York,  3710. 
the  conieaied  election  of  llr.  Gnban,  3736. 
treaty  with  Hezics,  3738. 
report  on  abolition,  3758. 
bid  in  favor  of  Poliih  exile*,  4104. 
Putt  Office  Department,  4114. 
bill  for  relief  of  Lelcher  and  Moore,  4193. 
■ppropriatinr  the  proeecda  of  the  public  land*, 

4196,  4333. 
the  ailminion  ofHichifnin  and  ArkanM*,  4308. 
breach  of  priTilef^e,  4381. 
Ohio  bouoda'y  bill,  4309. 
Dii(r:ct  banks  4438. 
Indian  Ireatiei,  4550. 
Indian  frauda  and  lioitilitie),  4583. 
Boyd,  Mr.,  Kenlucky,  on  the  conteMed  election  of  Mr. 

Graham,  3631,  3633,  36S9,  3641,  3S47,  3650, 

3685,   37S4,   3766,   3B64,  3865,  3868,  3S59, 

398B. 
harbor  bill,  4389. 
Drtrp,  Mr.,  MauachuKtlr,  on  We>t  Point  Aetdefny, 

3193. 
the  Poal  Office,  3488. 
■bvery  in  the  Ui.tricl,  3533- 
New  York  MifTercra  by  fire,  3638,  3118. 
Bank  of  the  United  Stale*,  3931. 
ioeendiary  publications,  3946. 


Brigfa^  Mr.,  on  eontctled  eleclion  of  Ur.  Graltaa,  S9U. 
allowlnr  pay  lo  D-  Newland,  5089. 
on  furnUiing  ihe  new  menbera  with  hook*,  3147. 
diriaion  of  the  procetdi  of  the  public  land,  3S37. 
defending  (he  Weatern  frontier,  3771. 
Poal  Office  Department,  3781, 3783,  4134,  4538. 
amending  Ibe  Jouri*I,  4061. 
to  alter  Ibe  time  of  meeting  of  CongrcH^  4137, 

4537. 
fonificallon  bill,  4175,  4338. 
admiaaion  of  Michigan  *nd  Arkantai,  4310i  4374; 
Ohio  boundiry  bill,  4310, 
Indian  Ireatiea,  4557. 
Brawn,  Hr.,  New  York,  on  the  New  York  auffereia 

from  fire,  3599. 
*l*TeT7  in  the  Dittrici,  3609. 
conteMed  election  of  Hr.  Graham,  9665. 
B«ik  of  the  United  Bute*,  3931. 
Wiaconrin  Terriloty,  3093. 
Binum,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  alivery  in  the  Bitlriet, 

3130,  3536. 
naval  appropriation^  3187. 
the  foriifieUion  bill  of  lait  *e**ion,  9435- 
Port  office  Ueparlotenl.  3540. 
oonteated  election  of  Hr.  Qraham,  3691,  MSf, 

3638,  3664,  3606,  SflS3,  3685,   36B8,  9688, 

3737,  3885,  3887,  3966,  3967,  9984,  9989, 
deftnee  of  Weatern  frontier,  3544. 
dividing  the  proceed*  of  the  pablio  land^  3684. 
report  on  kbolition,  3763,  3779,  3778. 
Indian  fraud*  and  hoatilitiet,  4584. 
Calhoon,  Hr.,  Kenlucky,  on  the  contcited  cteetion  of 

Mr.  Graham,  39S5,  S986,  3987,  3996. 
bill  for  aocepUnoe  of  volunteer*,  3334. 
treaty  wilh  Heiioo,  3798. 
on  a  deciaion  of  the  Chair,  4094. 
Indian  treatiei,  4549,  4565. 
JudiciMTbiH,  4615,  4618. 
Calboun,  Hr.,  H**aachiiaetli^  on  depoiite  banka,  3355. 

deponte  bill.  4343. 
Canbrcleng,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  amendinf  Um  mle*^ 

1951. 
(lavery  in  the  Dlitrict,  1985. 
niffercn  by  fire  at  New  York,  1991,  1994,  3041, 

3103,   3133,  3140,  3195,  3196,  3530,  9574, 

3594,  3595,  3598,  3599,  3600,   3633,  3634. 

3711,  3117. 
Dittrici  banki,  3118. 
Seminole  hoMilitiei,   3138,    3139,    3358,   3733, 

3736. 
partial  appropriation  bill,  3173, 3173. 
Mval  do.,  3160,  3181,  3183,  3504,  3506,  9516, 

3517,  3668,  3801,  3145, 3146,  3301.  3905. 
fortificalion  bill  of  latt  *e**ia«.  8363,  9314,  3360. 
on  the  appropriation  billa.  3355,  9469. 
•ufTcrinp  in  Florida,  3440. 
repealing  the  14tb  aeetion  of  the  aet  crtab1i*faiBg 

the  United  State*  Bank,  3919,  3935,  3335. 
amending  the  oonitilatian,  3017- 
on  Inereaang  Gu*tDmJiou*e  officer*,  3147. 
Wi*coMin  Terrilory,  3301. 
ceneni   appropriatioii    bill,  3340,  3341,  3346; 

3348,  3349,  3369,  3370,  3373,  S383,   3983, 

3307,  3331,  3336,  3509,  3510. 
bill  for  KoepUnee  ofTdontcera,  3333,  3341. 
providinr  aalarica  for  certain  officer^  3364. 
army  appropriation  bill,  3376,  3405,  3466,  3467, 

3578. 
naval  do.,  3469,  3470.  3474.  3614,  3615. 
for  Ihe  defence  of  tbe  Weatern  fiwiliw,  3493, 

3510,   3511,   3518,  3319,  3544,  3547,  3763, 

3766. 
foniftcstion  bill,  4009,  4178,  4313,  4330,  4331, 

4334,4585. 
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CiSibreleDE,  Mr.,  on  Post  OHice  De[)ftnment,40e4,4133. 
on  prinlin^  an  ezlm  number  of  SecrcUry  uf  the 

Treiisurj'a  report,  4067. 
Indlxn  ippraprUtion  bill,  40(i7. 
do.  annu'itiea,  iVjS,  4175,  4191. 
(lepoiiLe  bill,  4366. 
Indian  trcBtie^  4501,  4503,  4503,  4549,  4557, 

4565.  4566. 
bill  Tor  lupprening  Indian  liogiilitiei,  4568. 
West  Point  Academy,  4566,  4576. 
judiciary  bill,  4614. 
Carter,  Mr.,  Tenneaier.  on  the  eeneral  appropriation 
bill,  3286,  3390,  3300. 
forlificalion  bill,  3937,  4334. 
turbor  bill,  43S4,  4387,  43S9,  4485,  4491. 
Caary,  Mr.,  [Ilinaia,  on  reaolulioni  on  the  death  of  hia 
C(dlea(;ue,  Hr.  Kane,  1959. 
on  the  bill  lo  graduate  the  price  ol  public  lands, 
3133. 
Chanbera,  Hr.,  Pennajlvania,  on  amending  the  rulei, 
1957. 
aufTeren  by  fir«  at  New  YorV,  2199,  3712. 
on  the  naval  aervice  bill,  2799,  2801. 
Tcpealini^the  14<h  tection  of  the  United  State* 

Bank  ael,  3236. 
diriaion  of  the  proceed*  of  ihe  public  landa,  3580. 
fost  Office  Deparlmcnt,  4064. 
Cbambera,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  New  York  uiiTercrf 
by  fire,  3199,  2601,  3623,  3118. 
eonteaied  election  of  Hr.  Graliair,  3943,  2983, 

3006. 
general  apprnpriaiion  bill,  3289. 
preaenlalion  of  pelitioni,  3399. 
bill  for  iccrplance  of  *u1unlee^^  3374. 
adiniiMon  of  Uichigan  and  Arkanaas,  4379. 
breach  of  privilege,  4331. 
Indian  Ireatief,  4559. 
Chapin,  Hr.,  New  York,  on  the  Smiihsonian  lency, 
2236. 
turbor  bill,  4389,  4485. 
light-hcuac  bill,  4494. 
Indian  ireatlea,  4557. 
Chipman,  Ifr.,  Alabama,  on  Ihe  Penaacola  and  Perdido 
railroad,  2963,  3964. 
Indian  trealiei,  4557. 
Ckibome,  Mr.,  Virginia,  an  contested  election  of  Mr, 

Graham,  2623,  2623,  3647,  2865. 
Cbiborne.  Mr.,  Uiuiiiipni,  on  ireaiy  of  Dincinir  Rabbit 
creek,  3467. 
the  conlealed  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  SODS. 
Choctaw  clalmi,  3615,  3616. 
abolition  report,  4116,  4US. 
barbor  bill,  4389,  4485. 
Cbickaaaw  achsol  landa,  4613. 
Clark,   Mr.,  Pennaylvanii,  on  klavery  in  the  Dtttriet, 
3657. 
on  memorial  In  liivor  of  Ihe  eolomaation  cause, 
3696,  S779. 
Coffee,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  a  report  un  abolition,  4053. 
Connor,  Ur.,  North  Carolina,  on  incendiary  publieationt, 
34B5,  2945. 
conleated  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  £666. 
altering  the  lime  of  making  mail  eoniractv  3495. 
bill  fur  changing  the  organizitinn  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice   Department,   3779,   3781,   3783,   3784, 
3810, 4065,  4105,  41 13,  4133,  4390, 4535. 
poat  route  bill,  4537. 
Coririn,  Mr.,  Oliio,  on  the  conalitution  of  Michigan, 
3087. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3389. 
barbor  blU,  4389. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  4498. 
military  and  other  roads  4501. 


Craig,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  aUvery  in  the  Didricl,  3171. 
the  partial  appropriation  bill,  3173. 
on  a  decision  of  the  Chair,  4081. 
Crane,  Hr.,  Oliio,  on  tlie  depoiile  bill,  4349. 

harbor  bill,  4447. 
Cuahing,  Mr.,  HastachuaetlB,  on  alavcry  in  the  Oiatric', 
3333. 
naval  appropnaiinn  bill,  3519,  3205. 
convention  with  Spain,  2681. 
conteated  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  ;636. 
aulTerers  by  fire  in  New  Yuik.  3118. 
repealing  the  14th  section  of  the  United  Slates 

Bank  act,  3337. 
Diitrict  buunesa,  3480. 
treaty  with  Ueiieo,  3724. 
the  Kentucky  reaululion*  rerpcctiog  the  ditpon- 

tion  of  ihe  public  lands  3820. 
■tlowing  rutiona  to  sufferers  in  Alabama,  4035. 
admlaiion  of  Michigan  and  Arkanaai,  4260,  4301. 
CuallDian,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  navy  appropri- 
klioti  bill,  3505,  2516,  32(J9. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3986,  2987, 

3005. 
Wisconsin  Territory  bill,  3323,  3235. 
cufTerers  by  fire  in  New  Y<irk,  2568. 
Davii,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  Michigan  Mining  Company, 
2144,  3159. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Gmliim,  3664,  3989. 
Bank  of  the  Unileil  Slatei,  2933. 
Pensacola  and  Penlido  railroad,  3965. 
Deberry,   Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  pcnaion  laws 

3526. 
Denny,  Mr.,  Pcnnsylvanit,  on  the  sufiercra  by  fire  at 
New  York,  2339. 
repealing  the  14lh  section  vl  Ihe  act  eatabliihiog 

the  B^nk  of  the  United  Slates,  3933,  3237. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3267. 
Post  Office  Departmeol,  4(164. 
apprnpriatitig  the  proceeds  of  Ihe   pubGcIandi, 

4196. 
fortification  bill,  4332. 
depoiile  bill,  4340. 
barber  bill,  4485. 
Dickerton,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  Mil  to  tecurc  the 
title  to  Pea  Patch  iaiand,  3706. 
fortifichlion  bill,  4333. 
deposiie  bill,  4340,  4346. 
Doubleday,  Mr ,  New  York,  on  the  depoate  bill.  4367. 
Dromgoolr,  Mr,,  Virginia,  on  limiting  the  term  of  office, 
3635. 
a>neitding  the  conslitulion,  3015,  3016,  3017. 
the  ilcpusite  banks  3314,  3354. 
foMification  bill,  4331. 
deposite  bill,  4350,  4368. 
Dunlap,   Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  natal  approprialion 
bill,  3506. 
Ne*  York  sufferers  by  fire,  2625,  2731. 
Seminole  hostiliiiea,  2725.  2732. 
repealing  Ihe  Uih  section  of  the  United  Stales 

Bank  act,  3235. 
diapnaitinn  of  the  public  lands  3863. 
fortification  bill.  4335,  4336. 
deposiie  bill,  4347. 
harbor  bill,  4385. 
Indian  treaties  4566. 
adJitional  approprialion  bill,  4608. 
Gtuii^  Mr..  Maine,  on  the  fortification  bill  of  ImI  lea- 
aion,  3414. 
French  affairs,  3513. 
naval  service  bill,  3730. 
allowing  pay  tn  D.  Newland,  3069. 
Uistriel  bnsinraa,  3480,  350ti. 
judlciiry  bill,  4618. 
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Kverel),  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  tmanding  the  rulei,  1953, 
1957. 

th«  cfliialitullon  of  Michlf^in,  3090. 

Diilrict  banks,  21U,  3122. 

rtuni  iffairs,  2165,  2509,  3207. 

■uRererB  at  New  York  by  fire,  2239,  2705,  31 19. 

•do.  in  Ploridi,  3439. 

ftppropriition  billi,  34S5. 

Put  Office  Deparlment,  2537. 

erecling  «  monument  to  Die  memorjr  or  CipUin 
N.  HhIf,  2S67. 

genprtl  ipprnpriitlon  bill,  3287,  3389,  3319. 

bill  for  the  icceplKnce  uf  volunteers  3335, 3353, 
3354,  .1374. 

Po«t  Office  DepHtment,  3779, 3781,  3762,  3783, 
4055,  4134. 

fonifieition  bill,  4O09. 

Indiin  innu'itiea,  4141,  41B7. 

■dmiasion  or  Michigan  and  \rklnsal,  4314,  4304. 

Indian  rrauila  and  tiotHlitiet,  4&03. 

judiciary  bill,  4617. 
PtMiEM,  Mr.,   Uiine,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
,l»ck3on  City  A!<inciation,  3003,  3004. 

Dialrict  buiir.esa,  3481. 

Poat  orfiee  Drparlmenl,  4112. 

Potntnac  Fire  Inaurance  Company,  4489. 
Poreater,  Mr.,  TenneaKe,  on  the  furl ificalion  bill,  3763, 

S86J,  4689. 
French,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Seminole  hostililie*.  2r33. 

reneral  appropriiilon  bill,  3335,  3336. 

forlificalion  bill,  3086. 

Tor  ezltndinf*  the  pension  system,  4336. 

the  piymenl  of  voiunteera  and  militia,  4705. 
Pry,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Canteited  election  ofHr. 
Graham,  2693. 

"6. 

n  ilavery  in  the  Dialrtct, 
262U. 

Bank  of  the  United  Slatea,  2933. 

deODiile  bill,  4359, 

harbor  bill,  4447. 
Oirland,  Mr.,  Vir^nia,  on  alavery  in  the  Dlatriot,  1967, 
1970,  2062,  2334,  2503. 

the  conteated  electinn  of  Mr.  Graham,  2965. 

narit  aervice  bill,  3018,  3209. 

army  appropriation  bill,  346r. 

diviaion  tif  ihe  proceedaol  the  public  laitd^  3585. 

Po^t  Office  DrparlTnent,  3783,  3610. 
Garbnd,  Mr.,  Lcuiiiana,  on  Ihe  Ilialriet  banki,  3113. 

New  York  aufferera  by  fire,  2600. 

defence  of  the  Wnlern  frontier,  3530.   ' 

■niareprrsf  nlationa  in  the  papera  correeled,  367S. 

harbor  bill.  4389. 

DiHtrict  hank>,  4438. 

Indian  fraudi  and  hoslilitiea,  4563. 

Land  Office  bill,  4606. 
Gitlet,  Ur.,  New  York,  on  the  partial  ■ppropriition  bill, 
2174. 

Diatrict  bank),  3317. 

bill  for  relief  of  Jeaie  Stnith,  3499. 

alavery  in  the  District,  3537. 

rcorganiiin^  the  militia,  3767. 

conteated  eh^ction  of  Mr.  t^hMn,  3886,  3966. 

allowinir  pay  to  D.  NewUnd,  3086. 

bill  for  accepting  votunterra,  3346. 

diviaion  of  the  pcoccedaof  the  pubfic  lands,  3593, 
3617, 

Poat  Office  Department,  3783. 

bill  to  alter  the  time  of  meeting  of  Oongrei*, 
4137. 

bill  toregulate  the  compenntion  of  officer*  uf  rev- 
enue cutters,  4305. 

on  k  breach  of  privilege,  4381. 


Gillet,  Mr.,  on  the  deposite  bill,  4376. 
harbor  bill,  4367,  4448,  4493. 
District  bank!),  4440. 
Indian  treatica,  4558. 
Glaacock,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  alavery  in  the  Diatrict,  1966, 

1989.  2129,  2137,  2317,  2318. 
naval  affairv,  '^161. 
aufierera  in  Florida,  3443. 
executive  patronage,  3479,2481. 
removal  of  the  Creek  Inaiani,  3556. 
contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  2685,  2889, 

2^90. 
reorsantzalion  of  the  militia,  2777,  2778. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3287, 
bill  for  accepting  volunteers,  3345,  3764,  3765, 

3788. 
Diatrict  busineaa,  3479. 
report  on  abulition,  4033. 
amending  the  journil,  4059,  4060. 
Indian  annuiliea,  4174,  4190. 
Graham,   Mr.,   North  Csmllna,  on  his  own  conteated 

election,  3539,  2650,  2767,  2664,  2937,  2946. 

E965,  2997. 
Granger,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  ilavery  in  the  Dittriet. 

3008,  2483,  2620. 
sufferers  in  Florida,  3440. 
diairihution  of  Ihe  proceedaof  the  public  landt, 

3620. 
amending  Ihe  journal,  4061. 
the  Wiiconain  Territory,  3093. 
bill  for  accepting  voiunteera,  3340. 
furtificalion  bill,  40Q9,  4334. 
on  amending  tlie  journal,  4061. 
bill  in  favor  orPuliib  exiles,  4103. 
flnntland,  Mr.,  Geoi^ la,  an  Indian  Ireaiie*,  4549,  4550, 

4553,  4558. 
Indian  frauda  and  hoatilitlea,  4580,  4593. 
Qravea,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  Neir  York  sufTering* 

from  fire,  2SS8,  2601. 
conteated  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3984,  39B5, 

3986. 
Kentucky  reaolulions,  3231. 
ireneral  appropriation  bill,  3387. 
naval  appropriation  do.,  3469,  3470,  3474,  3513, 

3616. 
Diatrict  buiinnsi,  3483,  3464,  3507,  3508. 
defence  of  Western  frontier,  3546,  3547. 
division  of  procerda  of  the  public  Undt,  3548, 

3718. 
-  Post  Office  Department,  3763,  3764. 
harbor  bill,  4389. 
additional  appropriation  bill,  4606. 
Qrenrtell,   Mr.,  Haasachuaetts,  on  the  District  banki, 

3131. 
naval  affairs,  3166. 
slavery  in  the  UislricI,  2541. 
Ihe  contested  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  3700,  3718. 
Penaaoola  and  Perdido  railroad,  3965. 
thedistribution  of  proceeds  of  public  landf,  3301, 
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